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PREFACE. 
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I* 


The  plan  and  outlines  of  tlie  following  work  were  skqtched,  and  a  considerabi 
portion  of  it  composed,  about  eighteen  years  aj^).  It  wan  advertised,  as  preparin 
fi»r  the  press,  in  1823,  wlien  the  author  pul)lis!ic(l  the  first  edition  of  "  Th 
Christian  Philosopher;"  but  variotis  other  eii^a^i'rnenta  prevented  its  appeal 
ance  at  that  period.  The  Introdur.tii>n  and  tin*  first  two  sections  were  publishe 
in  a  respectable  quarterly  journal  in  the  year  1816 ;  hut  tliey  are  now  considei 
ably  modified  and  enlarged.  This  circurastancc  will  account  for  the  date  c 
ffome  of  the  illustrative  facts  to  which  referenct;  is  made  in  tlie  first  part  of  th 
voliune,  and  in  several  portions  of  the  Appendix. 

Had  the  present  work  been  published  at  any  of  the  periods  now  referred  tc 
the  subject  it  discusses,  aiul  some  of  the  illustnitions,  woukl  have  presented 
more  novel  aspect  than  they  can  lay  claim  to  at  the  present  time,  when  th 
difRision  ol'kiiowledge  has  become  an  object  of  irfueral  attentiDn.  The  authoi 
however,  is  not  aware  that  any  work  embracing  so  full  an  illustration  of  th 
same  topics  has  yet  made  its  appearance;  and  is,  therefore,  disposed  to  indulg 
the  hope,  that,  in  conjunction  with  the  present  movements  ofeociety,  it  ma} 
in  some  degree,  tend  to  stimulate  tlioa*  exertions  which  are  now  making  for  th 
melioration  and  mental  hnproveinent  of  mankind.  IndciK^ndently  of  the  genera 
bearing  of  the  facts  and  illustrations  on  the  riioveral  topicii  ttiey  are  intended  t 
elucidate,  the  author  trusts  that  not  a  fi'w  frnginonts  of  useful  knowledge  will  b 
found  incorporated  in  tlie  lollowing  pages,  calculated  to  entertain  and  iostnic 
I  ttie  general  reader. 


ft  111  the  numerous  illustrations  brought  forward  in  this  volume,  it  was  fmini 

impossible  altogether  to  avoid  a  rrcnrrence  to  cfrt:iin  facts  which  the  autlioi 

^  had  partially  adve.rtetl  to  in  some  of  h'\^  tiirnicr  puhlications,  without  internipt 

ing  the  train  of  thought,  and  rendering  his  iljustrntions  partial  and  incomplete 
But,  when*  the  same  facts  are  introduced,  they  an*  generally  brought  lorwart 
to  elucidate  a  ditterent  topic.  Any  siatenienls  or  descriptions  of  this  kind 
however,  which  may  have  the  appeanmct?  of  repetition,  could  all  be  comprise! 
within  the'compass  of  three  or  four  pagt^s. 

The  general  subject  of  the  present  work  will  be  prosecuted  in  another  volume 

to  be  entitled  ''The  Mental  Illumination  of  Mankind,  or  an  inquiry  into  the 

^  means  by  wluch  a  general  difTusitm  of  knowledge  may  be  promoted."    Thu 

1   ♦ 


woikirin  eoibraoe— ak»g  with  a  ^;reat  variety  of  other  topics — an  ezamiiia- 
tkmof  the  present  system  of  education,  showing  its  futility  and  ine^iency,  and 
jIhMKrating  the  principles  and  details  of  an  efficient  intellectual  syatem,  capable 
of  wiiver«d  application ;  together  with  a  variety  of  suggestions  in  relation  to 
Hm  physical,  moral,  and  inteuectual  improvement  of  society- 

To  his  numerous  porrespondents  i^ho  have  been  inquiring  after  the  work; 
*  The  Scenery  <jfthe  Seaoem  Ditplayedf  with  the  view  of  illustrating  the  doctrine 
of  a  PharaMiy  of  FFbws,"  which  was  announced  at  page  88  of  the  *<  Philosophy 
of  a  Future  Statej'^-^the  author  begs  reroectfuUy  to  state,  that,  if  health  permit, 
he  intends  to  proceed  without  delay,  to  the  completion  of  that  work,  as  soon  as 
tbe  vohmie  annoupoid  above  is  ready  for  the  press.  It  will  form  a  volume  of 
oomiderable  size,  and  will  be  illustrated  with  a  great  number  of  engravings, 
many  of  vdiich  wSi  be  original 
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C0NTKNT8.. 
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~*^*     *^        Firaipseii  Of  nnprofMiMot  in  nitare  agM       ••■••«  "-^Fy 
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GENERAL  DIFFUSION  OF  KNOWLEDGE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


Wrch  we  uka  a  reftrospectire  riew  of  the  tion  and  with  bloo^*    Thej  made  no  dutinetlfla 

fUts  of  mankind  during  t'le  ^««  that  are  past,  between  what  was  taered  and  what  was  pnn 

it  presents,  on  the  whole,  a  melancholy  scene  fane — what  was  terbarous  and  what  was  ra- 

uT  intellectual  darkness.     Although  in  every  fined.     Amidst  the  din  of  war,  the  burning  of 

^e  men  hare  po4se«i<9ed  all  the  mental  faculties  cities,  the  desolation  of  provinces,  the  convul- 

taey  now  or  ever  will  enjoy,  yet  those  noble  sion  of  nations,  the  ruin  of  empires,  and  the 

powers  seem  either  to  have  lain  in  a  great  mea-  slaughter  of  miUionS|  the  Toice  of  reason  and 

rare  dormant,  or,  when  roused  into  action,  to  of  religion  was  scaieely  heard ;  science  was 

lave  been  empbyed  chiefly  in  malignant  and  abandoned;  useful  kflDwledge  was  set  at  naught; 

^Mtroccire   operations.     Hence    the    events  every  benevtdent  fssfing  and  every  moral  prin- 

vhich  the  page  of  history  records  chiefly  pre-  ciple  was  trampled  onider  foot.     The  earth 

cm  to  oar  view  the  most  revolting  scenes  of  seemed  little  else  thai  one  great  field  of  battle ; 

'w.npine,  and  devastation,  as  if  the  earth  had  and  its  inhabitants,  instead  of  cultivating  ths 

l>«en  created  merely  to  serve  as  a  theatre  for  peaceful  arts  and  scisBoes,  and  walking  haiid  in 

"QKhief,  and  its  inhabitants  for  the  purpose  of  hand  to  a  blessed  fapnortality,  assumed  the 

(i««Iing  do!itrJCti^n  arid  misery  to  all  around  character  of  demons,  snd  gave  vent  to  the  most 

tm    Sjch,  ho-.vever,  are  the  natural  conse-  fiend-like  and  ferocious  passions,  till  they  ap- 

<)ie3ces  of  the  reign  of  Ignorance  over  the  peared  almost  on  the  brink  of  total  eztermina- 

ao-nanrniaJ.     For  the  active  powers  of  man  tion. 

necenariiy  follow  the  dictates  of  his  imder^  For  nearly  the  space  of  a  thousand  years 

'^iing.  and  when  the  intellectual  facul:iesare  posterior  to  that  period,  and  prior  to  the  Re- 

B^dL'ec'cJ  to  the  pnrstiit  and  the  contempla-  formation,  a  long  night  of  Ignorance  overspread 

^ornr)b!e  and  benevolent  objects,  tliey  will  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  tfie  adjacent  regions 

r&Ht  rreriuen'ly  be  (employed  in  devising  and  of  Asia,  during  which  thepragress  of  literature 

cie^ii'in;!  <c!ic.-nes  s.ibversivo  of  human  happi<  and  science,  of  religion  and  norality,  seems  to 

B<^  irA  itnprovcmeiit.  have  been  almost  at  a  stand ;  Karcely  a  vestige 

A.iiiJst  tlie  darkn-.fsi  which,  in  ancient  times,  remaining  of  the   efforts  of  the  human  mind, 

*>  ioo*  overspread  the  world,  some  rays  of  in-  during  all  that  period,  worthy  of  tlie  attention  or 

iMlectud  li^ht  appf*4ired  in  Palestine,  in  E^ypt,  the  imitjition  of  succeeding  ages.     The  debas- 

&ii  in  the  GrCv'k  and  Koman  empires ;  but  its  ing  superstitions  of  the  Romish  chureli|  tb« 

uiflu^nee  on  the  nations  around  was  extremely  hoarding  of  relics,  the  erection  of  monasterkg 

feeble,  ami,  like  a  few  tapers  in  a  dark  night,  and  nunneries,  the  pilgrimages  to  the  tomh/of 

Krved  little  more  than  to  render  the  surround-  martyrs  and  other  holy  places,  the  mummeries 

ia;  darkness  visible.      The  light  of  science  which  were  introduced  into  the  services  of  reli- 

*tw^  then  Mhone  was,  however,  doomed  to  be  gion,  the  wild  and  romantic  expeditions  of  cru- 

•?c9iily  extin^^yihed.    About  the  fif^h  century  saders,  the  tyranny  and  ambiticm  of  popes  and 

of  the  Chriitian  era,  numerous  hordes  of  bar-  princes,  and  the  wars  and  insurrections  to  which 

Jjvian^  from  the  northern  and  the  eastern  parts  they  gave  rise,  usurped  the  place  of  every  ra- 

^^Kurope,  anJthe  north-tvc^tem  partsof  Asia,  tional    pursuit,   and    completely  enslaved  the 

'^erran  the  western  part  of  the  Roman  em-  minds  of  men.    So  great  was  the  ignorance 

pire,  a.t  that  time  the  principal  seat  of  know-  which  then  prevailed,  that  persons  of  the  most 

}«<lge ;  and,  in  their  progress,  overturned  and  distinguished  rank  could  neither  read  nor  write. 

aloMst  annihilated  every  monument  of  science  Even  many  of  the  clergy  did  not  understand  the 

ad  art  which  then  existed.     Wherever  they  breviary,  or  book  of  oonmion  prayer,  which  they 

nsrehsd,  thetr  route  was  mariied  with  devasta^  were  daily  aoctistomed  to  recite,  and  some  of 
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them  could  acarcelj  read  it.*  The  records  of  change  auspicious  of  better  times  and  of  a  more 
past  transactions  were  in  a  great  measure  lost,  enlighteDed  era.  The  diminution  of  tlie  Papal 
and  legendary  tales  and  fabulous  histories,  to  power  and  iniluence,  the  spirit  of  civil  and  reli- 
celebrate  exploits  which  w^ere  never  performed,  gious  liberty  which  then  burst  forth,  the  erec- 
wore  substituted  in  place  of  tlie  authenticated  tion  of  new  seminaries  of  education,  the  disco- 
history  of  mankind.  The  learning  which  then  very  uf  tlie  marincr^s  compass,  the  inven:ionol 
prorailod,  under  the  name  of  philosophy  and  of  the  art  of  printing,  the  labours  of  Lord  Bacon 
sch6lastic  tlieology,  consisted  chiefly  in  vain  in  pointing  out  the  true  method  of  philosophix- 
disquisitions  and  reasonings  about  abstract  ing,  and  tlie  subsequent  discoveries  of  Gaiileo, 
truths,  and  incomprehensible  mysteries,  and  in  Kepler,  Buyle,  and  Newton,  in  tlie  physical  sci- 
attempts  to  decide  questiooii  and  points  oftheo-  ences, — gave  a  new  and  fafourable  impulse  to 
logy,  which  lie  beyond  the  reach  of  the  human  the  minds  of  men,  and  prepared  the  way  for  a 
mind,  and  which  its  limited  faculties  are  unable  more  extensive  communication  of  useful  know- 
to  resolve.  Sophisms,  falsiiioods,  and  Ix^d  as-  ledge  to  persons  of  every  rank.  From  this 
severations  were  held  forth  m  demonstrations  ;  period  knowledge  began  to  be  gradually  diffused 
a  pompous  display  of  toord*  vi'as  substituted  in  among  most  of  the  European  nations ;  but  its 
the  place  of  thing* ;  eloquence  consisted  in  progress  was  slow,  and  its  influence  was  chiefly 
▼ague  and  futile  declamation!;  and  true  philo  cOi^ned  to  the  higher  circles  of  society,  and  to 
sophy  was  lost  amidst  the  mftzes  of  wild  and  persons  connected  with  the  learned  profcssionSi 
extravagant  theories  and  metSiphysical  subtle-  till  after  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century, 
ties.  The  sciences,  such  as  they  were,  were  .  About  this  time  there  began  to  issue  from  the 
all  taught  in  the  Latin  tongue,  and  all  books  in  press  many  popular  works  on  Natural  and  Civil 
relation  to  them  were  written  in  that  language  ;  History,  Geography,  Astronomy,  and  Experi- 
the  knowledge  of  them  was  therefore  necessarily  mental  Philosophy,  divested  of  the  pedantry  <A 
confined  to  the  circle  of  the  learned,  and  it  would  former  times,  and  of  the  technicalities  of  aci- 
have  been  considered  as  a  degradation  of  the  ence,  which,  along  with  periodical  works  that 
subject,  to  have  treated  of  it  in  any  of  the  mo-  were  then  beginning  to  extend  their  influence, 
dem  languages  which  then  prevailed.  The  .  conveyed  to  the  minds  <^  the  mechanic  and  the 
gates  </the  temple  of  knowledge  were  c<mse-  artizan  various  fragments  of  useful  knowledge, 
quently  shut  against  the  great  body  of  the  peo>  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  era  of  the  French 
pie,  and  it  was  never  once  surmised  that  they  Revolution,  that  the  stream  of  knowledge  began 
had  any  right  to  explore  its  treasures.  "  Dur-  to  flow  with  an  accelerated  progress,  and  to 
ing  this  period,"  says  Dr.  Robertson,  "  the  hu-  thed  its  influence  more  extensively  on  the  mid- 
man  miJod,  neglected,  uncultivated,  and  de-  dling  and  the  lower  orders  of  society.  Though 
pressed,  continued  in  the  most  profound  igno-  we  cannot  look  back,  without  feelings  of  regret, 
ranee.  Europe,  during  four  centuries,  pro-  and  even  of  horror,  at  the  revolting  scenes  of 
duced  few  authors  who  merit  to  be  read,  either  anarchy  and  bloodshed  which  accompanied  thai 
on  account  of  the  elegance  of  their  composition,  politicaJ  convulsion,  yet,  amidst  all  its  evils,  it 
or  the  justness  and  novelty  of  their  sentiments,  was  productive  of  many  important  and  beneficial 
There  are  few  inventions,  useful  or  ornamental  results.  It  tended  to  undermine  that  system  of 
to  society,  of  which  that  long  period  can  boast."  superstition  and  tyranny  by  which  most  of  the 
And,  if  those  of  tho  highest  ranks,  and  in  the  European  nations  had  been  so  long  enslaved ; 
roost  eminent  stations  in  society,  were  so  defi-  it  roused  millions,  from  amon^the  mass  of  the 
cient  in  knoiniedge,  the  great  mass  of  the  people  people,  to  assert  tliose  rights  and  privileges,  to 
must  have  been  sunk  into  a  state  of  ignorance  which  they  are  entitled  as  rational  beings,  and 
degrading  to  human  nature.  which  hod  been  withheld  from  them   by   the 

About  the  time  of  the  revival  of  letters,  ofler  strong  hand  of  power ;  it  stimulated  them  to  in- 

'Ao^ark  ages  of  monkish  superstition  and  igno-  vestigations  into  every  department  connected 

ranee,  tho  moral  and  intellectual  state  of  the  with  the  rights  and  the  happiness  of  man,  and 

inhabitants  of  Europe  began  to  experience  a  it  excited  a  spirit  of  inquiry  into  every  subject 

of  contemplation  which  can  improve  or  adorn 

*As   an  evidence  of  the  extreme  Ignorance  ot  the  human  mind,  which,  we  trust,  will  never  be 

those  times,  It  may  be  stated,  that  many  charters  extinguished,  till  the  light  of  useful  knowledge 

granted  by  persons  of  the  highest  rank  are  pre-  ,    „^    ^     j  •.    :  a..^JL^  ^..        ii  tk^  :«k.k?» 

served,  from  which  It  appeara  that  they  could  not  shall  extend  its  mfluence  over  aU  the  mhabit- 

subscribe  their  name.  It  was  usual  for  persons  who  ants  of  the  earth. 

SSSrUoTl?-.VA«.  ty'^SSoYtSL'^n.  ^  StrikiiH!  howere,  a.  the  contr».  i..  bet««n 

Where  kings  and  persons  of  great  eminence  afllx  the  sute  of  knowledge  m  the  present  and  in 

H^num  crucU  manu  propria  pro  igtwratUnu  tUera-  former  ages,  much  still  remains  to  be  accom- 

rum,  ••  the  sign  of  the  cross  made  by  our  own  hand,  ^i.  .  ^   ♦m  ,u-  ^^^t  k^„  «r  m.nb:^^  k-  t: 

<maccount  of  our  iRnonmce  of  letters."    From  this  plwhed,  UU  the  great  body  of  mankmd  be  sti- 

ctrcomstance  Is  derived  the  practice  of  making  ax  mulated  to  the  prosecution  of  intellectual  ao- 

T.  and  Appendix,  No.  L  rational  mfonnation  has  of  late  yean  been  ai»> 
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•miiuted  amcmg  a  variety  of  indiTiduala  in  Tcries  which  have  boon  made  respecting  light, 
-«idcr*-ni  cla.4sea  of  tociety,  yv!,  ainr>ng  the  heat,  electriciiy,  an  1  inagncti-tm — ufiheguneraJ 
irreal  majority  of  the  p  tpulali^  in  every  coun-  law.^  which  re^rilati:  the  ecofiunn-  of  nature— of 
try,  a  tlcin^o  of  igoorance  »tiil  prevails,  do-  thfi  various  cuinbiiia'ioiis  and  rirccts  of  chyiui- 
fraJin^  tu  the  rank  of  intellectual  natures  cal  and  mfc'ianicul  p<iwiTs — of  the  inotiuni  and 
With  ro3ip«cl  to  the  great  ma^s  of  ihe  inhabit-  magnitudes  ^)(t\u^  [>ian«.'rary  aini  the  starry  orbi 
ula  of  the  world,  it  may  still  be  ^d  wi.h  pn>-  — of  the  principliss  of  lef;i  iiiiale  rea^onin';— of 
pri-rty,  that  **darknewi  covers  the  earth,  and  j'K  ciMiceptiun*  nf  the  atirilxitcs  uiiil  nmral  ».>- 
pxMs  darknfss  the  people."  The  greater  part  vern:nentuftJicSifprenicIji>iii^ — ot'tiie  genuine 
of  ihe  continent  of  America,  the  extensive  plain*  prhiciples  of  moral  aelio:! — vC  many  other  sub- 
of  Afri::a,  the  vast  regi.tni  of  Siberia,  Tarary,  j«*c:s  intero.stiii>{  ii  a  ra^ionul  and  immor:aI  be- 
Thtbct,  and  the  Turkish  empire — the  im.nensu  xnz — they  a.e  aiinut  a«  entirely  ignorant  as 
trrritorics  of  New  Holland,  Sumatra,  Bonioo,  the  waii.leriii;;  Tan  or,  or  tJie  umuti.ired  Indian, 
and  the  Burman  empire,  the  numerous  islands  Of  ei^ht  hiuidr.-i  nnllion'i  of  hinnan  bciji);s 
»hic!i  are  scattered  througho«it  the  Indian  and  which  pi'oplu  tiie  globe  we  inhabit,  there  are 
L'le  PaciHc  ocean-i,  with  many  other  extensive  not  perhaps  two  miLinns  whi^se  minds  are  truly 
regiriTM  inhabited  by  human  beings — still  lie  onlii^htened  as  thiiynti>;ht  to  be— whoprosccuio 
within  the  c<Nifines  of  mental  darknexs.  On  the  ra'ional  pursuits  tor  their  own  sake,  aiul  from  a 
lumeroua  tribeit  which  pc>ple  thiMe  immense  pure  love  of  xcieiicc,  in(le|>endently  of  the 
regions  of  our  globe,  neither  the  light  of  science  knowledge  refpii^ite  for  their  respec'ive  profes- 
sor of  rvvelatisn  haa  yet  shed  its  benign  intlu-  sions  and  employments.  Foi*  we  inu^t  exclude 
cace ;  and  their  minds,  debased  by  supenitiiion,  from  the  rank  of  rational  intpiirers  af'er  know- 
ik'Atry.  and  every  malignant  passion,  and  en-  leJgu  all  tlnwc  who  have  acipiired  a  smatteriitg 
iiaved  by  the  cunning  arlitkes  of  priests,  and  of  learning,  wirh  no  other  view  than  to  gain  a 
t'le  tyranny  of  cruel  despots,  present  a  picture  subsistence,  or  to  appear  fashionable  and  polite, 
of  human  nature  in  its  k)wcst  stage  of  degrada-  And,  if  thu  nile  ba  admitted,  I  am  afraid  that 
tiwi.  Even  in  Europe,  where  the  light  of  sci-  a  gooiUy  number  even  of  lawyers,  physicians, 
mee  haa  chiefly  shone,  how  narrow  is  the  cir-  clergymen,  teachers,  nay,  even  some  autliors, 
de  which  has  been  enlightened  by  its  beams!  aiul  prr>fossors  in  cnivi>rsi  ics  nn.i  academics, 
The  I  iwer  orders  of  society  on  the  continent,  would  be  stnick  off  from  the  list  of  lovers  of 
laJ  even  in  Great  Britain  itself,  notwithatand-  science  and  ra'ional  inquirers  af  er  tru'h.  Ad- 
ke  the  superior  means  of  improvement  they  mitting  Uiis  statunient,  it  will  follow,  that  there 
mjiiy.  aro  still  mi  <erably  deficient  in  that  degree  is  not  onu  indiviliuU  otit  of  four  hundred  of  the 
of  kn->wledge  ami  information  which  every  hu-  human  race,  liiat  passoit  lii.4  lifo  as  a  rational 
man  being  ought  to  ]>ossess ;  nor  are  there  many  intelligent  being,  einiiloyini!  his  facuUies  in  those 
evMi  in  the  hii»her  spheres  of  life  who  cultivate  trains  of  thought  an]  active  exerci.*e8  which  are 
K*j«*ir«?  fur  its  own  sake,  who  set  a  due  value  worthy  of  an  intellectual  nature !  Kor,  in  9o  far 
oa  intellect ual  acquisitims,  or  encourage  the  as  the  attention  of  mankind  is  absorbed  merely 
pro-erufion  of  rational  inquiries.  in  niakin;r  provision  for  animal  subsistence,  and 
There  is,  perhaps,  no  country  in  the  world  in  sratilyiug  the  Hvnsual  app'-tites  of  their  na- 
vhere  the  l»dv  of  the  people  arc  belter  educated  tore,  they  can  be  consi  lered  as  littlf  superior  in 
and  u  >r«  intelligent  than  in  North  Britain ;  yet  dignity  to  the  lower  ocder<  of  animate*!  existence, 
we  nuj-d  not  go  far,  either  in  the  city  or  in  the  The  late  I^'rederirk.  Uinj  of  I'rn:;sia,who  was 
coun*rv,  to  be  convinced,  that  tlie  most  absurd  a  correct  nbserver  uf  mankind,  nialces  a  still 
and  superstitious  notions,  an'l  the  grossest  ig-  lower  estimate  of  the  actual  intelligence  of  the 
ik)rance  respecting  many  important  subjects  in-  human  specie-^  In  a  letter  to  D'Alombcrt,  in 
limareiy  connifCTed  with  human  happiness,  still  1770,  he  says,  *'  Let  us  take  any  mooarchy  you 
pr»TAi)  anaong  the  ^eat  majority  of  the  popula-  plea-ic; — Ift  ms  siippose  that  it  contains  ton 
lion.  Of  two  raiilions  of  inliabitanls  which  millinns  of  inhahi'ant-i;  from  these  ten  niiUioM 
&Mbiti!u!e  the  population  of  the  northern  part  let  us  di«counl, — first  tlie  labt»urers,  the  manu- 
ofour  i-iland.  there  are  not,  perhaps,  20,000,  or  facturers,  the  arti/.ans,  the  sitMiers,  and  there 
the  hundredth  part  of  the  whole,  whose  know-  will  remain  al^Mit  lit'iv  thousand  persons,  men 
irdj-.*  extends  to  anv  subject  of  importance,  and  women  ;  tV-nn  the-».»  Irt  us  discount  twenty- 
!>•>•  md  the  range  of  their  daily  avoca'.ions.  five  thou-^an  I  f.»r  tin*  fi':n:ile  sex,  tlio  re-sl  will 
Wi!h  rcupect  to  the  remainin:;  1,800,000,  it  compose  Use  ni»hi'.iry  an!  ffenlry,  ami  the  re- 
mav  perhaps  be  said  wi'h  pr«"»priety,  that  of  the  speetable  eiiiz.-ns:  of  t!ie<e,  let  us  examine  how 
6jurf  and  magnitude  of  the  world  they  live  in  m.iny  will  b«' incapable  i>r  application,  how  many 
—'if  the  seas  ani  rivers,  continents  and  islands,  iniberilc,  how  m:iny  pusillanimous,  how  many 
which  diversify  its  surface,  an<l  of  the  various  di»*sipated, — an-l  fr)in  this  calculation  it  will  re- 
triSes  of  men  and  anitnals  by  which  it  is  inha-  suit,  that  out  of  what  is  called  a  civilized  nation 
biled — of  the  nature  and  properties  of  the  at-  of  nearly  ten  millions,  you  will  hardly  find  a 
mosphere  which  surrounds  thorn-  -of  the  disco-  thousand  woll-infjrmu;d  porsonj,  and  even  among 
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them  what  incquaJity  with  regard  to  genius !  If  servility.     Under  such  gorernmcnta,  the  miiub 

•ighMenths  of  the  nation,  toiling  for  their  sub-  of  men  sink  into  apathy, — ihespaHu  of  genius 

•iatenee,  never  read — if  another  tentli  are  inca*  are  smothered, —  tlie  sciences  are  neglected,^ 

pab'e  of  application,  from  frivolity,  or  dlssipa-  ignorance  is  honoured, — and  the  man  of  dis- 

tioDi  or  imbecility, — it  results,  that  the  small  cemmcnt,  who  dares  to  vent  his  opinions,  is 

■hare  of  good  sense  of  which  our  species  is  ca-  proscribed  as  an  enemy  to  the  state.     In  tht 

pable,  can  only  reside  in  a  small  fraction  of  a  more  enlightened  governments  on  the  continent 

nation."    Such  was  the  estimate  made  by  this  of  Eurc^o,  the  same  effects  have  followed,  in 

philosophic  monarch  of  the  infcUigence  possessed  proportion  to  the  number  of  those  tyrannicil 

by  the  nations  of  Europe,  lixty  years  ago;  and  maxims  and  principles  which  enter  into  their 

although  society  has  considerably  advanced  in  constitution.    Hence,  we  may  frequently  deter- 

intellectual  acquisitions  nnce  tiiat  period,  the  mine  the  degree  of  mental  Dlumination  which 

great  body  .of  the  people,  in  every  country,  is  prevails  among  any  people,  from  a  considera- 

stiU  shrouded  in  the  mists  of  folly  and  ignorance,  tion  of  the  nature  of  the   government  under 

Such  a  picture  of  the  intellectual  state  of  which  they  live.  For  the  knowledge  of  a 
mankind  must,  when  seriously  considered,  ex-  people  is  always  in  proportion  to  their  liberty, 
cite  a  melancholy  train  of  reflections  in  the  and  where  the  spirit  of  liberty  is  either  crushed 
breast  both  of  the  philanthropiR  and  the  man  of  or  shackled,  the  energies  of  the  human  mind 
■cience.  That  such  a  vast  assemblage  of  will  never  be  exerted  with  vi;!Our,  in  the  acqni* 
beings,  furnished  with  poweni  •apable  of  inves-  sition  or  the  propagation  of  literature  and  sci- 
tigating  the  laws  of  nature,— of  determining  the  ence.  Even  in  the  mildest  and  most  enligfat* 
arrangement,  the  motions,  and  magnitudes  of  ened  governments  of  modem  Europe,  the  in* 
ciistant  worlds,— of  weighkig  the  masses  of  the  struction  of  the  general  macs  of  society  forms 
planets,— of  penetrating  into  the  distant  regions  no  prominent  feature  in  their  administration, 
of  the  universe,— of  arresting  the  lightning  in  its  Knowledge  on  general  subjects  is  sjmply  per^ 
course,— of  exploring  the  pathless  ocean,  and  mitted  to  be  disseminated  among  the  people ; 
the  region  of  the  clcHids,  imd  of  rendering  the  its  promoters  are  not  sufficiently  patronized  and 
moat  stubborn  elements  of  nature  subservient  encouraged, — no  funds  are  regularly  approfiri* 
to  their  designs :  that  beings,  capable  of  form-  ated  for  this  porpoee,—- and  its  utility,  in  many 
ing  a  sublime  intercourse  vrkti  the  Creator  him-  instances,  is  even  called  in  question,  ft  is  to 
self,  and  of  endless  progreaeion  in  knowledge  be  hoped,  however,  now  that  the  din  of  war  is 
and  felicity,  should  have  their  minds  ahnost  in  some  measure  hushed,  that  the  attention  of 
wholly  absorbed  in  eating  and  drinking,  in  child-  princes  and  their  ministers  will  be  more  parti- 
ish  and  cruel  sports  and  diversions,  and  in  but-  cularly  directed  to  this  important  object :  for  it 
chering  one  another,  seems,  at  first  view,  a  might  easily  be  shown,  were  it  necessary,  that 
tacit  reflection  on  the  wisdom  of  the  Creator,  an  enlightened  population  is  the  most  solid  ba- 
in bestowing  on  our  race  such  noble  powers,  sis  of  a  good  government,  and  the  greatest  se- 
and  plainly  mdicates,  that  the  current  of  human  curity  for  its  permanence, — that  it  will  always 
intellect  has  widely  deviated  from  its  pristine  form  the  strongest  bulwark  around  every  throne 
course,  and  that  strong  and  reiterated  eflTorts  where  the  sceptre  is  swayed  by  wisdom  and 
are  now  requisite  to  restore  it  to  its  original  rectitude.  That  the  establishment  of  the  Popish 
channel.  Every  lotfer  of  science  and  of  man-  religion  in  any  state  has  a  tendency  to  impede 
kind  must,  therefore,  feel  interested  in  cndea-  the  progress  of  knowledge,  it  would  be  almost 
vouring  to  remove  those  obstructions  which  needless  to  illustrate.  The  mummeries  which 
have  impeded  the  progress  of  usefiU  knowledge,  have  been  interwoven  with  its  services,  the 
and  to  dire^  the  intellectual  energies  of  his  grovelling  and  superstitious  notions  which  it  ham 
fcllow-mso  to  the  prosecution  of  objects  worthy  engendered,  the  ignorance  which  prevails  amon^ 
of  tiM  high  station  they  hold  in  the  scale  of  the  population  of  all  those  countries  over  which 
eiistence.  its  influence  extends,  the  alarms  of  its  priestljr 

Were  we  to  inquire  into  the  external  causes  abettors  at  the  idea  of  free  discussion,  and  cif 

which  have  retarded  the  progress  of  the  human  enlightening  the  mmds  of  the  people,  the  records 

mind,  we  should,  doubtless,  find  them  existing  of  its  Inquisitions,  the  history  (^the  dark  agee, 

in  the  nature  of  those  civil  governments  which  when  it  prevailed  in  all  its  rigour,  and  the  recent 

have  most  generally  prevailed  in  the  world,  and  experience  of  our  own  times,  show,  that  it  is  a 

in  several  of  the  ecclesiastical  establishments  system  founded  on  the  darkness  and  imbecility 

which  have  been  incorporated  with  them.    It  of  the  human  intellect,  and  can  flourish  only 

has  been  a  fkvourite  maxim  with  all  tyrants,  where  the  spirit  of  liberty  has  fled,  and  wher* 

that  the  people  must  be  kept  in  ignorance ;  and  reason  has  lost  its  ascendency  in  the  minds  of 

hence  we  find,  that  in  the  empires  of  the  East,  men.* 
which  are  all  of  a  despotical  nature,  the  people 

».d«l»r«l  from  th,  tempi.  rfKi«c.,«d  ..j^^'SSSSS'a.TSSfSl^.^t'JwIS 
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Wi:h  rftgard  to  the  iatenis]  causes  of  the  ig-  hin<l.  Then  stupLlity  t»  a  Ueaihig :  kncmledfe 
noraoce  which  eo  geoerall/  prevails,  they  will  aui  fortfii^hl  are  evils.     It  is  then  chat,  shut- 
be  found  in  the  feoeral  depraviij  of  human  na-  tijig  our  eyes  agaiun  the  lij^t,  we  would  hide 
ture;  in  the  vicious  propcnsiucs  so  prevalent  from  ourselves  the  calaraiiies  we  cannot  pre- 
anioac  aU  rai^ ;  in  the  indul>;ence  of  inordi-  vent."     In  every  other  caM,  knowledge  must 
Date  desires  af.er  riches  and  power;  and  in  tlie  prove  an  ineMrimabte  blessing  to  men  of  every 
general   disp<JUtioa  of  mankind  to  place  their  nation  and  of  overy  rank, 
ckief  happiness  in  sensual  gratifications,— evils  Tha^  the  peri  h\  when  a  general  diflfusion  of 
wkich  the  spirit  of  Christianity  only,  in  con-  knowledge  stiall  toko  place  is  haittming  on,ap- 
jvction  with  every  rational  eieriion,  Is  calcu-  pears  from  the  rapid  progress  which  has  been 
laied  f:dty  to  eradicale.     And  theref.tre  it  is  in*  marie   in   alino'it  every  department  of  science 
dispensable,  that  every  attempt  to  diffi»e  intci-  duiiii^tlielaii:  half  eantury;  from  the  numerous 
leeuial  light  over  the  human  race  be  acoompa-  publica;iond  on  all  subjects  daily  issuing  from 
sied  with  the  most  strenuous  exertions  to  pro-  the  press ;  from  the  rapid  increase  of  theolo- 
Biite  the  mTTol  muvation  of  mankind.      For  gical,  literary,  and  scientific  journals,  and  the 
vice  and  ignorance,  especially  among  the  lower  exteaiive  patroria^o  they  enjoy  ;  from  the  nume- 
orders,  generally  go  hand  in  hand ;  and  ezpcri-  rou4  lectures  on  diymistry,  astronomy,  ezperi- 
eace  demonstrates,  that  indulgence  in  evil  pas-  mental  philosophy,  political  economy,  and  ge- 
m»n,  and  in  unhallowed  gratifications,  destroys  nerai  science,  now  delivered  in  the  principal 
(he  relish  for  mental  enjoyments,  and  is  ooe  of  cities  and  towns  of  Europe ;  from  the  adoption 
(he  in-Mt  powerful  obstructions  to  the  vigorous  of  new  and  improved  plans  of  public  insiruo 
eierci'se  of  the  intellectual  powers.  tion,  and   the   erection  of  new  seminaries  of 
That  the    general    diSusion  of  knowledge  education  in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  civi- 
UMug  all  ranks  is  an  <^ject  much  to  be  desired,  lizod  world ;  from  the  extensive  circulation  of 
I       vfll  DOC,  I  presume,  be  called  in  question  by  any  books  amung  all  classes  of  the  conununity ; 
OK  who  regards  the  intellectual  powers  of  man  {ram  the  rapid  formation  of  bible  and  mission- 
I      19  die  ndMest  part  of  hi<i  nature, — and  who  coi^  ary  societies ;  from  the  increase  of  literary  and 
liders,  that  on  the  rational  exercise  of  these  philosophical  associations ;  from  the  establish- 
pMrershis  true  hiqipiness  depends.  If  ignorance  ment  of  mechanic:!'  institutions  in  our  principal 
y      be  one  of  the  chief  causes  which  disturb  the  towns,  and  of  libraries  and  reading  societies  in 
!       Wmmioui  movements  of  the  machine  of  so-  almost  every  village ;  from  the  eager  desire  now 
I       defy,  by  removing  the  cause  we  of  course  pre-  excited,  even  among  the  lower  orders  of  society, 
!       vmt  the  effects ;  and  if  knowledge  be  one  of  the  of  becoming  acquainted  with  subjects  hitherto 
I    ^  uinsprings  of  virtuous  conduct,  the  more  it  is  known  and  cultivated  only  by  persons  of  the 
dffuMd,  the  more  extensively  will  be  brou^t  learned  professions ;  and,  above  all,  from  the 
into  action,  on  the  sta^e  of  life,  those  virtues  spirit  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  now  bursting 
vkich  it  has  a  tendency  to  produce.     A  fow  forth,  both  in  tlie  eastern  and  the  western  he- 
Ferdinands  and  Wyndhama  and  Don  M iguels  mijphcres,  notwithstanding  the  efforts  of  petty 
BBST  stiD  remain,  who  regard  the  great  mass  of  tyrants  to  arrest  its  pro;[ress.     Amidst  the  con- 
(he  people  merely  as  subjects  of  legislation,  or  vulsion;)  which  have  lately  shaken  the  surround- 
as  tiie  toob  of  tyranny  and  ambition,  and  that,  in;  nations,  "  many  have  run  to  and  fro,  and 
therefore,  they  must  be  held  in  the  chains  of  ig-  knowled;;e  has  been  increased ;"  the  sparks  of 
aorance,  lest  they  shouki  aspire  to  the  ranks  of  liberty  have  boon  struck  from  the  collision  of 
their  soperiors.     But  the  general  current  of  h-jN'ile  armies  and  opposing  interests :   and  a 
pablic  opinion  now  runs  counter  to  such  iUiberal  spirit  of  in(|uiry  has  been  excited  among  nu- 
and  antiquated  notions  ;  and  few  pers<ms  of  re-  met  >us  tribef  of  mankind,  which  will  dotibtle.ss 
speciabiiity,  at  least  in  this  country,  would  ha-  lead  to  the  most  important  results.    These  cirw 
ziud  their  reputation  in  defending  a  position  so  cumstances,  notwithstanding  some  gloomy  ap- 
dei^rading  and  untenable.     The  more  learning  a  peoronces  in  the  political  horizon,  may  be  con- 
people  have,  the  more  virtuous,  powerful,  and  sidered  as  so  many  preludes  of  a  new  and  hap- 
happy  irill  they  become ;  and  to  ignorance  alone  pier  era  about  to  dawn  upon  the  world ;  when 
■mst  the  contrary  effects  be  imputed.    "  There  intellectual  light  shall  be  diffused    among  all 
is  but  one  case,"  says  a  French  writer,  "  where  ranks,  and  in  every  region  of  the  globe ;  when 
ignorance  can  be  desirable ;  and  that  is,  when  Peace  shall  extend  her  empire  over  the  worid ; 
all  b  desperate  in  a  state,  and  when,  through  when  men  of  all  nations,  at  present  separated 
the  present  evils,  others  still  greater  appear  be-  from  each  other  by  the  effects  of  ignorance,  and 

of  political  jealousies,  shall  be  united  by  the 

doals,  dIstiBffufshed  for  leamlnf  and  piety,  have  bonds  of  love,  of  reason,  and  intelligence,  and 

been  connected  with  the  Romish  church;  and  while  ^„   ..,^,   tk-J«.i—   ..  l.*:.».i  .«<?  ;n«mn.4.l 

be  eoifclemns  the  spirit  and  lendencyof  the  peculiar  conduct  themselves  as  rational  and  unmortal 

dogmas  and  practices  of  that  church,  he  deprecates  beings. 

l^^rtteh  flay  ut  SHittltl  as  jnwi  ami  tt  plt*vfM  wherM  m,  itn  oMtntially  requintetDitacoQ* 

2r 
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neliaii  of  the  utili^  and  importance  of  a  generil  ledge  among  all  ranks, — and  ahall  aftei  wai  Ji 

diflhnoo  of  knowiedfa  be  imprened  upon  the  follow  out  the  inveBtigation,  hj 

mindi  of  the  more  inleUigent  and  influential  II.  An  inquiry  into  the  wuaatt  requisite  t» 

daaiea  of  society,  and  that  every  exertion  and  be  uaed  in  order  to  accomplidi  tbia  Inyoitil 

•very  appropriate  mean  ahould  be  used  to  ac-  object.* 

compliah  this  desirabie  object.     In  accordance 

with  this  idea,  I  shall  endeaTour,  in  the  follow-  •  as  a  particular  illustration  of  the  m— f  tf 

ing  work,  which  a  general  diffusion  of  knowiedfa  micht  it    j 

r    T^  ;ii.M**.*«  *K.  -J- ' «4i;«.».  ar/«tiM  effected  would  render  the  present  wotIl  tooMlar.     ' 

I.  To  lUustrate  the  aAmiagti  which  would  ^this  department  of  U»e  subject  wlU  be  finSSSl 

tow  from  a  general  diintion  of  usenu  know-  in  a  separate  volume. 
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PART  I. 

OffraS  ADTAMTAQES  WHICH  WOULD  FLOW  FROM  A  GBRRAL  DIFFUSION  OP 

KHOWLEDGE. 

Teat  the  intellectiml  faculties  of  man  have  ptrtHUtm,  and  renore  thoae  groandlen  fean 

Mv«r  beea  thoroughly  directed  to  the  pursuit  of  to  which  lupentidoui  notions  give  rise.    Isno- 

•Igacts  worthy  of  the  dignity  of  rational  and  ranee  has  not  ody  debarred  »n«nfcwy<  vam 

imortal  natures — and  that  the  most  pernicious  many  exquisite  nd  sublime  enjoyments,  but 

cftcts  have  flowed  from  die  perversion  of  their  has  created   innianerable   unfocmded  alarms, 

Mstal  powers, — are  truths  which  the  history  which  greatly  increase  the  sum  of  human  mi- 

tf  put  ages  and  our  own  experience  too  plainly  sery .    Man  is  naturally  timid,  terrified  at  thoee 

^eaoBstrate.    That  the  state  of  general  society  dangers  whose  consequences  he  cannot  foresee, 

«<oaid  be  greatly  meliorated,  were  the  mists  of  and  at  those  uncoRWDon  appearances  of  nature 

jgeormce  dispelled,  and  the  current  of  human  whose  causes  he  has  never  explored.    Thus,  he 

llioDght  directed  into  a  proper  channel,  might  is  led,  in  many  instaaces,  to  regard  with  appro- 

i|ipetf,  were  we  to  take  an  extensive  survey  of  hension  and  dread  dkise  operations  of  nature 

^  evfls  which  have  been  produced  by  igno-  which  are  the  result  of  regular  and  invariable 

nace,  and  its  necessary  concomitants, — and  of  laws.    Under  the  influence  of  such  timid  emo- 

tbeoppositeefiectswhich  would  flow  from  men-  tions,  the  phenomena  of  nature,  both  in  the 

Ul  Sinmination,  in  relation  to  all  those  subjects  heavens  and  on  the  earth,  have  been  arrayed 

ttsnected  with  the  improvement  and  the  happi-  with  imaginary  terrors,    b  the  early  ages  of 

*e«  of  our  species.     Here,  however,  a  field  of  the  world,  a  total  eclipse  of  the  sun  or  of  the 

VMt  extent  opens  to  view,  which  woi^  require  moon  was  regarded  with  the  otmost  constemap 

*^0nl  volumes  fully  to  describe  and  illustrate :  tion,  as  if  some  dismal  catastrophe  had  been 

l>iaD,  therefore,  in  the  mean  time,  se\sct,  from  about  to  befall  the  universe.     Believing  that 

^  ouiltitude  of  objects  which  crowd  upon  the  the  moon  in  an  eclipse  was  sickening  or  dying 

^n»m,  only  a  few  prominent  particulars,— the  through  the  influence  of  enchanters,  tfie  trem- 

*l>Kidation  of  which  shall  occupy  the  following  bling  spectators  had  recourse  to  the  ringhif  of 

Nctioaa.  bells,  the  sounding  of  trumpets,  the  beating  of 

__  brazen  vessels,  and  to  l9ud  and  horrid  excla- 
mations, in  order  to  break  the  enchantment, 

SECTION  I.  "^  ^^  drown  the  muttering  of  witches,  that  the 

moon  might  not  hear  them.    In  allusion  to  this 

Oirm  iNn,i7SvcKWBicR  A  oenvhal  Dir-  practice,  Juvenal,  when  speaking  of  a  loud 

totiov  OF  KBOWLEsoE  wotTLD  HAVE  ijT  scoldiog  woman,  says,  that  she  was  able  to  re- 

OttfiPATHVo    THOSE    nTPEKSTiTious    iTO-  Uevo  the  moon. 

TtOSS   AJTD  V>LIli  fBARS  WHICH   HAVE   SO  _     ^                   ,                                         .^              . 

tA.«  ....  .wn  «•>.  ..,«».  *v.  w*.  "Fortjearjroardrumsand  trumpets  If  you  please, 

tOHO  ENSLAVED  THE  AiiiTDS  OF  MEW.  Her  voioo  slone  the  labourtof  mooo  ean#»- " 


Mr  first  proposition  is,  that  the  difliisioo  of    Nor  are  such  foolish  opinions  and  customs  yet 
^Mledge  woidd  uadermine  the  fabric  of  m-    banished  firom  the  world«    They  are  said  to  be 
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■dn  prevalent  in  several  Mahometan  and  Pa^^  else  than  mere  assumptions,  and  their 
countries.*    Comets,  too,  with   their  biasing  sions  nothing  short  of  criminal  impo8iti< 
taib,  were  long  regarded,  and  siill  are,  bj  the  the  credulity  of  mankind.    With  equaUy  IIm 
Tttlgar,  as  harbmgers  of  divine  vengeance,  pro-  same  reason  might  we  assert,  that  the  emrth,  ii 
sagmg  famines  and  inundations,  or  the  downfall  difierent  positions  in  its  orbit,  would  baTe  M 
of  princes  and   the  destruction  of  cmpires.f  influence  in  producing  fools  and  maniacs  in  tla 
The  Aurorae  Boreales,  or  northern  lights,  have  planet  Jupiter,  or  in  exciting  wars  and  insurrao* 
been  frequently  gazed  at  with  similar  appre-  tioiis  among  the  inhabitants  of  Saturn,  as  It 
bentionsf  and  whole  provinces  have  been  thrown  suppose,  with  Mr.  Varley,  the  prince  of  nxM)«B 
into  consternation  by  the  fimtastic  coruscations  astrologers,  tliat  "  Saturn  passing  throu^  iIm 
of  those  lambent  meteors.    Some  pretend  to  cucsmionl,  causes  dulness  and  melancholy  lor  a 
see,  in  these  harmless  liglite,  armies  mixing  in  few  weeks,'*  and  that  "  Jupiter,  in  the  dM 
fierce    encounter,   and  fields    streaming  with  house,  gives  safe  inland  journeys  and  agreeallt 
blood;  others  behold  statei  overthrown,  earth-  neighbours  or  kindred." 
quakes,  inundations,  pestilences,  and  the  nKMt        Notwithstanding  the  absurdity  of  the  dofl» 
dreadful  calamities.   Because  some  one  or  other  trines  of  astrology,  this  art  has  been  practieei 
of  these  calamities  formerly  happened  soon  after  in  every  period  cf  time.    Among  the  Romm, 
the  appearance  of  a  comet,  or  the  blaze  of  an  the  people  were  so  infatuated  with  it,  that  die 
aurora,  therefore  they  are  considered  either  as  astrologers,  or,  as  they  were  then  called,  Ik* 
the  causes  or  the  prognostics  of  such  events.  mathematicianaf   maintained    their    ground   kk 
From  the  same  source  have  arisen  those  spite  of  all  the  edicts  of  the  emperors  to  exptl 
foolish  notions,  so  fatal  to  the  peace  of  mankind,  them  from  the  capital ;  and  after  they  were  il 
which  have  been  engendered  by  judicial  tMro-  length  expelled  by  a  formal  decree  of  the  senate. 
logy.    Under  a  belief  that  the  characters  and  they  found  so  much  protection  from  the  credit 
^the  fates  of  men  are  dependent  on  the  various  lity  of  the  people,  that  they  still  remained  in 
aspects  of  the  stars  and  conjunctions  of  the  Rome  unmolested.    Among  the  Chaldeans,  ihm 
planets,  the  most  unfounded  apprehensions,  as  Assyrians,  the  Egyptians,  the  Greeks,  and  tiM 
well  as  the  most  delusive  hopes,  have  been  ex-  Arabians,  in  ancient  times,  astrology  was  mi- 
cited  by  the  professors  of  thii  fallacious  science.  f<Minly  included  in  the  list  of  the  sciences,  and 
Such  impositions  on  the  credulity  of  mankind  used  as  one  species  of  di\-inationby  which  they 
■re  founded  on  the  grosseat  absurdity,  and  the  attempted  to  pry  into  the  secrets  of  (utnrity. 
most  palpable  ignorance  of  the  nature  of  things ;  The  Brahmins  in  India,  at  an  early  period,  ia* 
for  since  the  iuq>ects  and  conjunctions  of  the  troduced  this  art  into  that  country,  and,  by 
celestial  bodies  have,  in  every  period  of  dura^-  means  of  it,  have  rendered  themselves  the  «r> 
tion,  been  subject  to  invariable  laws,  they  must  biters  of  good  and  evil  hours,  and  of  the  for* 
be  altogether  inadequate  to  account  for  the  di-  tunes  of  their  fellow-men,  and  have  thus 
versified  phenomena  of  the  moral  world,  and  themselves  to  great  authority   and 
for  that  infinite  variety  we  observe  in  the  dispo-  among  the  illiterate  multitude.    They  are 
sitions  and  the  destiniea  of  men ;  and,  indeed,  suited  as  oracles,  and,  like  all  other  impoatora, 
the  single  consideration  of  the  immense  dis-  they  have  taken  great  care  never  to  sell  their 
tances  of  the  stars  fi%>m  our  globe,  is  sufficient  answers  without  a  handsome  remuneration.     la 
to  convince  any  rational  mind  that  their  influ-  almost  every  country  in  the  world  this  art  is  atiD 
ence  can  have  no  effect  on  a  regicm  so  remote  practised,  and  only  a  short  period  has  elapsed 
from  the  spaces  which  they  occupy.     The  pla^-  since  the  princes  and  legislators  of  JETwrope  wore 
notary  bodies,  indeed,  may,  in  certain  cases,  directed  in  the  most  important  concerns  of  tba 
have  some  degree  of  phyilcal  influence  <m  the  state  by  the  predictions  of  astrologers.     In  the 
earth,  by  rirtue  of  their  attractive  power,  but  time  of  dueen  Catharine  de  Medicis,  astrologj 
that  tnllaence  can  never  affect  the  operati<m  of  was  so  much  in  vogue,  that  nothing,  however 
moral  causes,  or  the  qualities  of  the  mind,  trifling,  was  to  be  done  without  consulting  die 
Even  although  it  were  admitted  that  the  hei^  stars.      The  astrologer  Morin,  in  the  seven* 
renly  bodies  have  an  influence  over  the  desti-  teenth  century,  directed  Cardmal  Richelieu's 
nies  of  the  human  race,  yet  we  have  no  data  motions  in  some  of  his  journeys,  and  Louisa 
whatever  by  which  to  ascertain  the  mode  of  Maria  de   Gonzaga,  queen   <^  Pdand,  gave 
its  operation,  or  to  determine  the  formula  or  2000  crowns  to  carry  on  an  edition  cthiMjdMr^ 
ndes  by  which  calculations  are  to  be  made,  in  hgia  GaUiea ;  and  in  the  reigns  of  Henry  the 
order  to  predict  the  &tes  of  nations,  or  the  in-     Third  and  Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  ths 
dividual  temperaments  and  destinies  of  men ;     predictions  of  astrolt^ers  were  the  coounoB 
and  consequently,  the  principies  and  rules  on    theme  of  the  court  conversation.    Even  in  tha 
mbkh  astrologers  proceed  in  constnicting  hcro~    present  day,  and  in  the  metropdis  of  the  British 
I,  and  calculating  nativities,  are  nothing    enq>ire,  this  fallacious  art  is  practised,  and  ita 

profisssors  are  resorted  to  for  jtidicial  infbnn»- 

••MApp«nAl«,iro.B.  tun  tkm,B0C«iilyby  thsTulffw,biitaT«iby 
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in  the  hij^hcr  spheres  of  Pfe.     The  eztcnsiTo  most  farourable  weather  for  these  puq>o«eff  be 

tmual  Bale  cjf  more  than  240,000  copies  of  in  this  way  fn'qiiently  losL     In  Morven,  none 

"  Moore's  Almanar,"  which  al>oijnd:i  wiih  such  will,  upon  any  accnint,  dig  peat  or  turf  fur  fuel 

prediction.*,  and  of  similar  publications,  is  a  on  Friday.     The  aj^  of  the  moon  is  also  much 

itrildng  proof  of  the  belief  which  is  still  attached  attended  to  by  the  vulgar  Highlanders ;  and  an 

to  the  doctrines  of  astrology  in  our  own  age  and  opinion  prevailri,  that  if  a  house  take  tiro  while 

cooDtry,  and  of  the  ignorance  and  credulity  from  the  m<)on  is  in  the  decrease,  the  t'.iinily  will  from 

which  such  a  belief  proceeds.*     Parhelia,  par-  that  time  deciiiK  in  its  circunistanrrs,  and  !>::tk 

sriene,  shooting  stars,  fiery  meteors,  luminous  into  poverty.* 

ifthes,  lunar  rainbows,  and  other  atmospherical  In  England,  it  i<<  reckoned  a  bad  om^n  to 

pbeoomena^  hare  likewi:jie  been  consiiered  by  break  a  looking-g>as'«,as  it  is  believed  tlic  pany 

Mme  as  omincNis  of  impending  calamities.  to  whom  it  belongs  will  lose  his  bc^t  friend.    In 

Such  are  aome  of  the  objects  in  the  keaveWt  S^^fi  ^  jouniey,  if  a  sow  crosn  the  road,  it  is 

wlttch  ignorance  and  superstition  have  arrayed  believed  the  party  will  meet  either  wi:ha  di«a|>- 

iridi  imagiuary  terrors.  pointment  or  a  bodily  accident  bcfn-e  returning 

On  the  earth,  the  objects  which  hare  gircn  home.     It  is  recKoIl^d  unlucky  to  sec  first  one 

riN  to  groundlen  fears,  are  almost  innume-  magpie,  and  then  anotlier  *,  and  to  kill  a  magpie, 

nUe.  The  ignesfahu,  those  harmless  meteors  it  is  believed,  will  certainly  l>e  ptmished  with 

«Ueh  borer  abofve  moist  and  fenny  places  in  some  terrible  misfortune.     If  a  person  meet  a 

t»  night-time,  and  emit  a  glimmering  light,  funeral  procession,  it  is  considered  necessary 

knre  been  regarded  as  malirious  spirits,  endea-  always  to  take  off  the  hat,  which  keeps  all  the 

mring  to  deceive  the  bewildered  traveller,  and  evil  spirits  that  attend  the  body  in  good  humour. 

'•fad  him  to  destruction.       The  ticking  noise  f  in  eating,  a  person  miss  his  mouth,  and  the 

of  die  little  insect  called  the  death-wateh — a  victuals  fall,  it  is  reckoned  very  unlucky,  and 

Mteech-owl  screaming  at  the  window — a  raven  ominous  of  approaching  sickness.     It  is  also 

crodcing  over  a  bouse — a  dog  howling  in  the  considered  as  unlucky  to  present  a  knife,  scis- 

■iht-tiine-— a  hare  or  a  sow  crossmg  the  road —  xfi  razor,  or  any  sharp  cutting  instrument,  to 

l^mcetiiigof  a  bitch  with  whelps,  or  a  snake  ono*s  mistress  or  friend,  as  they  are  apt  to  cut 

l)iif  in  the  road — the  failing  of  salt  from  a  table  lo^®  ukI  friendship ;  and  to  find  a  knife  or  raxor, 

*~ttad  even  the  curling  of  a  fibre  of  tallow  in  a  denotes  ill  luck  or  disappointment  to  the  party. 

kning  candle,!  have  been  regarded  with  ap-  Among  the  ancient  nations,  there  was  hardly 

prrikenflons  of  terror,  as  prognostics  of  impend-  ""y  circumstance  or  occurrence,  however  tri- 

n^disastera,  or  of  approaching  death.  ^t^>  from  which  they  did  not  draw  omens. 

Iq  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  the  motions  and  "^^i"  practice  appears  to  have  taken  its  rise  in 

tj^arances  of  the  clouds  were,  not  long  ago,  Egypt,  the  parent  country  of  almost  every  su- 

oonidered   as  ominous  of  disastrous  events,  perstition  of  paganism;   but,  from    whatever 

On  the  evening  before  new-year's  day,  if  a  black  source  it  may  have  dorired  its  origin,  it  spread 

c!(»d  appeared  in  any  part  of  the  horizon,  it  was  »^**Jf  o^c  the   whole  inhabited   globe,  even 

tiioaght  to  prognosticate  a  plague,  a  famine,  or  among  the  most  civilized  nations,  and  at  this 

'!»  demLh  of  some  great  man  in  that  part  of  the  ^^7  "  prevails  more  or  less  among  \\c  vulgar 

cjonlry  over  which  it  seemed  to  hang ;  and  in  "»  every  country.     Even  kings  and  emperors, 

order  to  ascertain  the  place  threatened  by  the  «af?es  and  heroes,  have  been  seized  with  alarm, 

oaien,  the  motions  of  the  clouds  were  often  at  the  most  trivial  circumstances,  which  they 

watched  through  the  whole  night.     In  the  same  ^'''®  taught  to  consider  as  ominous  of  bad  for- 

e-nmtry,  the  inhabitants  regard  certain  days  as  tunc,  or  of  impen  'ing  danger.     Suetonius  says 

vtlmeky,  or  ominous  of  bad  fortune.     That  day  ^  Augustus,  that  he  believetl  implicitly  in  cer- 

of  the  week  on  which  the  Sd  of  May  falls,  is  tain  omens ;  and  that,  ti  mane  xihi  caleeus  per- 

deemed  unlocky  throughout  the  whole  year.    In  p«rom,  ae  nnifter  pro  dextero  indurereter,  ut  di- 

the  isle  of  Mull,  ploughing,  sowing,  and  reap-  r«m,  "  if  his  shoes  were  improperly  put  on  in 

iag,  are  always  begun  on  Tuesday,  though  the  the  morning,  especially  if  the  lefl  shoe  was  put 

upon  his  right  foot,  he  held  it  for  a  bad  omen.'* 

*  That  the  absurdities  of  astruloff  are  still  In  Thus  it  appears,  that  the  luminaries  of  hoa- 

i?!It^«"^A'^^!!r*i}I?rl*,1f'  ^PP«»7^rom  the  pub-  ven,  the  clouds,  and  other  meteors  that  float  in 

lioak>n  uf  such  worlcs  as  ttie  followitij; :— "  A  Trea-  ,     '              l            l                       r        •      i       «u 

Uie  on  KodirtcMl  Physlo^omy,  illustrateil  by  en-  the   atmosphere,   the   actions  o!    animals,   tne 

fTavm?-f  of  hea4s  anl  features,  anil  ar-companied  seasons  of  the  year,  the  davs  of  the  wcok,  the 

laf^nol  expl.-inations  of  some  remarkable  portions  other  circumstances,  have  affonieii  matter  ot 

of  ancient  myiboloii.ol  history.    By  John  Varley.  faUe  alarm  to  mankind.     But  this  is  not  all : 

50. 1.,  urre  8vo,  pp.  so,  t«»  lie  comprised  in  four  »»                           .    j-  4    i.  u*         „  n^.^^  nnt 

parti.    Lon-in^n  :ind  Co   iw  :"    A  specimen  of  M*"'  «^«f  ?">"«  »«  dwturb  his  own  peace,  nof- 

socae  of  the  fuoleries  anil  abiiunlltles  gravely  treated  withstanding  the  real  erils  he  is  doomed  to  suf- 
of  by  this  sapient  author,  will  be  found  In  Nos.  m. 
aaA  IV.  of  the  Appemlix  to  this  volume. 

*  Galleil  in  Scotland,  the  #«(MlqMS(.  '  EncyctopedU  Brttannlca,  Art.  Omfift. 
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lor,  has  been  ingenioos  enough  to  form  tmagi-        Nor  have  rach  abrard  notiooa  been 

nary  monsters  which  have  no  existence,  oiiher  to  the  illiterate  Tulgar ;  men  of  consk 

in  heaven  or  on  ^arth,  nor  the  least  foundation  acquirements  in  literature,  firom  ignoraace  ^ 

in  the  scenes  of  externa]  nature.     He  haH  not  the  laws  of  nature,  have  fallen  into  the  mbb 

only  drawn  false  conclusions  from  tlio  objects  delusions.     Formerly,  a  man  who  was  endowed 

which  have  a  real  existence,  to  increase  his  with  considerable  genius  and  knowledge, 

fears ;  but  has  created,  in  his  ima^nation,  an  reckoned  a  magician.      Doctor   Barlolo 

ideai  world,  and  peopled  it  with  spectres,  hob-  sei/cd  by  the  Inc]uisition  at  Rome,  in  the 

gobUnn,   fiiirit'A,  satyrs,  impR,   wraiths,   genii,  tecntli  conlury.  b<'caiLse  ho  unexpectedly 

brownies,  witches,  wizards,  niid  other  faiiias-  a  nobleman  of  the  gout ;  and  the   illuati 

tical  being!*,  to  whose  c^rices  he  believes  his  Friar  Bacon,  because  he  wasbi'tter  acquainted 

happiness  and  misery  are  subjected.     An  old  with  experinienral  philosophy  than  moM  prrwat 

wrinkled  hag  is  supposed  to  have  the  power  of  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  was  auspectad, 

rendering  miserable  all  aroimd  her,  who  are  the  even  by   the   learned  ecclesiastics,  of  having 

objoctsof  her  hatred.     In  her  privy  chamber,  it  dealings    witli   the  devil.     Diseosos  were  it 

is  believed,  she  can  roast  and  torment  the  absent,  tliose  times  imputed  to /aicanafion,  and  hundredi 

and  inflict  incurable  disorders  both  on  man  and  of  poor  wretches  were  dragged  to  the  stake  fir 

boast;*  she  can  transport  herself  through  the  being  accessary  to  them.    Mercaius,  ph3rsi 

air  on  a  spit  or  a  broomstick ;  or,  when  it  serves  to  Pliilip  II.  of  Spain,  relates,  iliat  he  hadi 

her  purpose,  she  can  melamori>hose  herself  into  a  very  beautiful  woman  break  a  steel  mirror  to 

a  cat  or  a  hare ;  and,  by  shaking  a  bridle  over  a  pieces,  and  blast  some  trees,  by  a  single  glanot 

person  asleep,  can  transform  him  into  a  horse  ,*  of  her  eyes !    Josephus  relates,  that  he  saw  t 

and,  mounted  on  this  new-created  steed,  can  tra-  certain  Jew,  named  Eleazar,  draw  the  devil  out 

verso  the  air  on  the  wingiof  the  wind,  and  visit  of  an  old  woman's  nostrils,  by  the  applicatka 

distant  countries  in  tlie  course  of  a  night.     A  of  Solomon's  seal  to  her  nose,  in  the  preaenea 

certain  being  called  a  fairy,  though  supposed  to  of  Vespasian.    Dr.  Mynsight  is  said  to  have 

be  at  least  two  or  three  feet  high,  is  believed  to  cured  several  bewitched  persons  with  a  plaaiar 

have  the  faculty  of  contraeUng  its  body,  ao  as  to  of  assafcetida.    How  the  aaeafcetida  was  efiic^ 

paaa  through  the  key-hole  of  a  door ;  and  though  cious,  was  nuich  disputed  among  the  learned. 

they  are  a  distinct  speciet  of  beings  from  mac,  Some  thought  the  devil  might  consider  such  aa 

they  have  a  strong  fancy  for  children ;  and  hence,  application  as  an  insult,  and  ran  off  in  a  pasaioD ; 

in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  new-bom  infanta  but  others  very  sagely  observed,  that  as  derib 

•re  watched  till  the  chriateiang  is  over,  lest  they  were  supposed  to  have  eyes  and  ears,  it 

should  be  stolen  or  exchanged  by  those  fantastic  probable  they  might  have  fiofes  too.      Ji 

existences.     The  regions  of  the  air  have  been  yi.  who  was  famed  for  his  polemics  and  theo> 

peopled  with  apparitiooa  and  terrific  phantoms  logical  acquirements,  wrote  a  treatise  in  defmea 

of  diflferent  kinds,  which  stalk  abroad  at  the  dead  of  witchcrafl,  and  persecuted  those  who  opposed 

hour  of  night,  to  terrify  tlie  lonely  traveller.    In 

ruiaed  castles  and  old  houses,  they  are  said  to  bavins  kept  a  toxd  in  a  pot  In  her  caitlen,  her  hus- 

announce  their  appearance  by  a  variety  of  loud  ^"'' Iffll^l,";  ""^  "^^ «?''T*^Vrli -!!  £li*A*,'£!S 

J  ,       .- ,      .  "^  .  ■^  \-       '     ^x.  Blie intended  tlie  next  Sunday  to  have  taken  the  sa- 

and  dreadful  noises;  sometimes  rattling  u  the  cTanieni,  for  the  punwse  of  ireiilug  sonie  of  the 

oki  hall  like  a  coach  and  six,  and  rumbling  up  bread  to  feed  him  with,  and  make  him  thereby  a 

.»i  -!««,„  *k.   •te;.».../«   i;i,«  «k-  «».n<i];n«  «f  valual»lc  familiar  spirit  to  her.    At  I.onp  Ashton,  a 

and  down  the  staircase  like  the  trundling  of  youncfanuerhas  wveral  times  prclicted  his  own 

bowls  or  cannon-balls.      Especially  in  lonely  end,  ^oui  whut  he  calls  beiuq/orAri/bPer;  and  his 

church-yards,  in  retired  caverns,  in  deep  forests  mother  and  father  informed  a  friend  "f  "»!««.<»/■ 

J  J  11     u      'J  J  J  .     u        I the  relatcr)  tlial  they  had  seni  to  ihe  ^hlte  Wtteh 

and  dells,  horrid  sounds  are  said  to  have  been  Doctor,  beyond  Bridirc  Water,  by  the  roacliman.  for 

heard,  and  monstrous  shapes  to  have  appeared,  a  charm  to  cure  hiui,  (having  i>aid  handsomely  fur 

bjr  which  wl>„le  village,  have  been  thrown  into  i'^'iKe'^'L^A'^leSuhal!  M?.  t'noUe;!"*^^; 

consternation. J  dyin^  of  mere  fear,  and  all  the  pariah  of  his  class 

believe  it.    There  Is  also,  in  that  iwriRh,  an  old  man 
who  soils gingertiread  to  t!ie  bcIkwIs,  who  is  always 

•  The  reader  will  find  ahimdance  of  relattons  of  employed  to  cure  the  red  water  In  rows,  by  means 

this  kind  in  "  Satan's  invUibU  ict/rld  dincwered,"  of  charms  and  verses  which  he  says  to  them.    In 

a  book  which  was  Ion;;  read  with  avidity  liy^lhe  vul-  tiic  Miirvii,  we  have  water  doctors,  wlio  get  rich; 

gar  In   tlils   country,  and  which  lias   frnquently  at  the  mines,  diviners  with  roils,  who  And  ores  and 

csused  emotions  uf  terror  anK»ng  youthful  eroups  water;  and  at  Woston-suiier-Mare,  tiiey  see  lights 

on  winter  evenin^rs,  while  listening  to  Its  fearful  re-  before  funerals,  and  are  ai^tetl  tliat  the  people  in 

latlons,  wlilcli  could  never  be  eradicated,  and  has  that  parish  always  die  l)y  threes,  t  e.  three  okl, 

tendered  them  cnwardt  In  the  d.irk,  (luring  all  the  three  younf;,  three  men,  ttiree  women,  &c.    Such 

subsequent  periods  of  their  lives.  are  a  pait  only  of  tlie  superstitions  of  the  West  In 

*That  many  of  the  superstitious  opinions  and  1813!" 
ptaotices  above  alhideti  to,  still  prevail  even  within        Kvery  one  who  is  much  conversant  with  the  lower 

the  Umils  of  the  British  empire,  appears  from  the  ranksof  society,  will  tind,  that  such  notions  are  still 

foUowing  cxtrac-t  from  the  "  iMonthly  Magazine"  current  and  bciiuvfHi  by  a  considerable  portion  of 


n>r  July  I8I3,  p.  496.— "In  Staflbrdshire,  they  bum     the  population,  whicii  is  the  only  a|X)loey  that 
a  calf  m  a  fnrm  house  alive,  to  prevent  the  other     be  m.\de  for  stating  and  counteracting  such  0p4* 
calves  from  dying.   In  the  samo  county,  a  woman     nioiu. 


ABSURDITY  OF  SUPERSTITION.                                    tl 

kifl  opinions  on  this  subject.     Tbe  pernicious  throughout  all  nature  the  most  striking  cvidcncos 
effects  in  mines,  occasioned  by  ihe  explosion  of  of  benevolent  dedigD,  and  rejoices  in  the  benijf- 
hjdrogeu  gas,  were  formerly  imputed  to  the  do-  nity  of  the  Great  Parent  fif  the  universe, — while 
moos  uf  the  mine.     Van  Helmont,  Bodinus,  he  perceives  iiotliing  in  the  arrangemontis  of  the 
Sirozza,   and   Luther,  attributed  thunder  and  Creator,  in  any  department  of  his  works,  which 
meteors  to  the  devil.    Socrates  believed  he  was  has  a  direct  tendency  to  produce  pain  to  any  in- 
fuidcd  by  a  demon.     Dr.  Cudworth,  Glanvil,  tclli^ent  or  sensitive  existence, — the  Rupersti- 
ud  others,  wrote  in  defence  of  witchcraA  and  tioiis  man,  on   the  contrary,  ciuiretnplates  tlie 
•pparitions.     But  it  would  be  endless  to  detail  sky,  tlie  air,  the  waters,  and  the  earth,  a^  filled 
iB  the  fujlish  opinions  which  have  been  imbibed  with  malicious  beings,  ever  ready  to  haunt  him 
tad  pr(^M|[ated  even  by  men  who  pretended  to  with  terror,  or  to  plot  his  destruction.     The  one 
fcnius  and  ieoming.  contemplate  s  tlie  Deity  directing  tJie  movements 
Besides  the  opinions  to  which  I  have  now  of  the  material  world,  by  fixed  and  invariable 
adverted,  and  which  have  a  direct  tendency  to  laws,  which  none  but  himself  can  counteract  or 
63  the  mind  with  unnecessary  apprehensioos,  suspend ;  the  other  views  them  a*  continually 
there  is  also  an  immense  variety  of  foolish  and  liable  to  be  crmt  rolled  by  capricious  and  inalig- 
cnoneous   opinions  which  passed  current  (or  nant  beings,  to  gratify  the  mmt  trivial  and  un- 
leouine  truths  among  a  great  majority  of  man-  worthy  passions.  How  very  different,  of  course, 
tiad.     That  a  man  has  one  rib  less  than  a  wo-  must  be  their  conceptions  sikI  feelings  respect- 
Ban,— 4hat  there  is  a  certain  Jew  still  alive,  ing  the  attributes  and  government  of  the  Sii- 
«bo  has  wandered  through  the  world  since  the  preme  Being !    While  tJie  one  views  Him  as  an 
OQcifixioool*  Christ, — that  the  coffin  of  Maho-  infinitely  wise  and  benevolent  Father,  whose 
■et  u  suspended  in  the  air  between  two  load-  paternal  care  and  goodness  inspire  confidence 
■toes, — that  the  city  of  Jerusalem  is  in  the  and  affection ;  tlio  other  must  regard  him,  in  a 
centre  oT  the  worid, — 4hat  the  tenth  wave  of  the  certain  degree,  as  a  capricious  being,  and  offer 
Kt  is  grea'er  and  iwm^  dangerous  than  all  the  up  his  adorations  under  the  influence  of  fear, 
rest,— that  all  animals  on  tlie  land  have  their  Such  notions  have  likewise  an  evident  ten- 
oorrespooding  kinds  in  the  sea,—- that  there  is  a  dency  to  habituate  the  mind  to  false  principles 
shite  powder  which  kills  without  giving  a  re-  and  processes  of  reasoning,  which  unfit  it  for 
port,— -that  the  blood  of  a  goat  will  dissolve  a  forming  legitimate  conclusions  in  its  researches 
diunood, — that  all  the  stars  derive  their  light  afior  truth.     They  chain  down  the  underntand- 
from  the  sun, — that  a  candle  made  of  human  ing,  and  sink  it  into  the  most  abject  and  sordid 
&t,  when  lighted,  will  prevent  a  person  asleep  state ;  and  prevent  it  firom  rising  to  those  noble 
from  awaking,  with  many  other  similar  un-  and  enlarged  views  which  revelation  and  modem 
fianded   positions, — are  regarded  as  indispu-  scicnci  exliibit,  of  the  onler,  the  extent,  and  the 
UUe  truths  bv  thousands,  whoso  adherence  to  econoravof  the  universe.     It  is  lamentable  to 
indition  and  authority,  and   whose  indolence  reflect,  that  so  many  thousands  of  beings  en- 
ind  credulity,  prevent  them  from  inquiring,  with  dowed  with  the  faculty  of  reason,  who  cannot 
t  manly  independence,  into  the  true  state  and  by  any  mrans  be  |»«r8naded  of  the  motion  of  the 
Uture  of  things.  earth,  and  the  distances  and  ma;^itudcs  of  the 
Such  are  a  few,  and  but  a  very  few,  of  the  celestial  bodies,  should   swallow,  without  the 
sipenititious  notions  and  vain  fears  by  whicii  least  hesitation,  opini(ms  ten  thousand  times 
(he  great  majority  of  the  human  race,  in  every  more  improbable ;  and  find  no  ditficulty  in  be- 
ije  and  country,  has  been  enslaved.     To  have  lieving  that  an  old  woman  can  transform  herself 
tUempted  a  complete  enumcratirm  of  such  hail-  into  a  Aore,  and  wing  her  way  through  the  air 
lucinatinas  of  the  human  intellect,  would  have  on  a  broomstick. 

been  vain,  and  could  only  have  produced  satiety  But  what  is  worst  of  all,  9wh  nolvnu  almo$t 
likl  disgust.  That  such  absurd  notions  should  invariably  lead  to  the  perpetration  of  deeds  of 
erer  have  prevailed,  is  a  most  grating  and  hu-  cruelty  and  injuMice.  Of  the  truth  of  this  po- 
■iliating  thought,  when  we  consider  the  noble  sition,  the  history  of  alm(»st  every  nation  affords 
faculties  with  which  man  is  endowed.  That  the  most  ample  proof.  Many  of  the  barbarities 
dtey  stin  prevail, in  a  great  measure,  even  in  our  committed  in  pagan  countries,  both  in  their  re- 
own  country,  is  a  striking  proof,  that  we  are,  ligious  worship  and  their  civil  polity,  and  most 
ai  yet,  but  just  emerging  from  the  gloom  of  in-  of  the  cruelties  inflicted  on  the  victims  of  the 
leilcctual  darkness.  The  prevalence  of  such  Romish  inquisition,  have  flowed  from  this 
opinions  is  to  be  regretted,  not<Hily  on  account  source.*  Nor  are  tiic  annals  of  our  own  coun- 
oT  the  groundless  alarms  tliey  create,  but  chiefly 

OD  account  of  the  faUe  ideas  they  inspire  with  .  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^  ,^^^^„  ^^^  j^„. 

regard  to  the  nature  of  the  Supreme  Kuler  ol  vered  over  to  the  flames,  for  belne  witchfa,  by  one 

Ike  universe,  and  of  his  arrangements  in  tlie  go-  Inquisitor  alone.    Under  this  accusation,  It  is  reck- 

iMMt^nt  »r  tlt«  w/«rl<1      IVtiilA  a  mnn  whose  oned  that  upwanls  of  f/iffTy /AmiMfuf  iTcmim  have 

icmnent  of  the  world.     While  a  man,  whose  j^^shed  by  the  hands  of  the  InquisiUon.-"  J»witirt  ■ 

Hndis  enlighteDed  with  true  tcieDce,  perceives  tkm  Unmatked,"  by  Pulgtilanch. 


ft  ON  THE  GENERAL  DIFFUSION  OF  KNOWLEDGE. 

try   deficient  in  examples  of  this  kind :    The  all  the  citizens  involved  in  gloomy  apprahca. 

belief  attached  to  the  doctrine  of  witchcraft,  led  sions.    So  that  superstitious  notions,  so  far  ftoa 

our  ancestors,  little  nu)re  than  a  century  ago,  to  being  innocent  and  harmless  speculations,  lead 

condemn  and  to  bum  at  the  stake  hundreds  of  to  the  most  deplorable   results,  and  therdbra 

unhappy  women,  accused  of  crimes  of  which  ought  to  be  undermined  and  eradicated  by  every 

they  could  not  possibly  have  been  guilty.*^     In  one  who  wishes  to  promote  the  happiness  aad 

New  England,  about  the  year  1692,  a  witchcraft  the  good  order  of  general  society, 

phrensy  rose  to  such  excess  as  to  produce  com-  Such,  then,  is  the  evil  we  find  existing  among 

motions  and  calamities  more  dreadful  than  the  mankind — false  opinions,  which  produce  vain 

scourge  of  war  or  the  destroying  pestilence,  fears,  which  debase  the  understanding,  exhibit 

There  lived  in  the  town  of  Salenif  in  that  coun-  distorted  views  of  tlie  Deity,  and  lead  to  deeds 

try,  two  young  women,  who  were  subject  to  of  cruelty  and  injustice.    Let  us  now  consider 

convulsions,   accompanied  with  extraordinary  the  remedy  to  be  applied  for  its  removal, 

symptoms.      Their  father,  a  minister  of  the  I  have  all  along  taken  it  for  granted,  that 

church,  supposing  they  were  bevoitckedf  cast  his  ignorance  of  tlie  laws  and  economy  of  natore 

suspicions  upon  an  Indian  girl,  who  lived  in  the  is  the  great  source  of  the  absurd  opinions  to 

house,  whom  he  compelled,  by  harsh  treatment,  which  I  have  adverted, — a  position  which,  I 

to  confess  that  she  was  a  witch.     Other  women,  presume,  will  not  be  called  in  questicMi.     For 

on  hearing  this,  immediately  believed  that  the  such  opinions  cannot  be  deduced  from  an  attea- 

convulsions,  which  proceeded    only  from  the  tive  survey  of  the  phenomena  of  nature,  (mt  iron 

nature  of  their  sex,  were  owing  to  the  same  an  induction  of  well-authenticated  facts ;  and 

cause.     Three  citizens,  otfually  named,  were  they  are  equally  repugnant  to  the  dictates  of 

immediately   thrown  into  prison,  accused  of  revelation.    Nay,  so  far  are  they  from  havini 

witchcrafl,  hanged,  and  Aeir  bodies  left  ex-  «ny  foundation  in  nature  or  experience,  that  in 

posed  to  wild  beasts  and  birds  of  prey.    A  few  proportion  as  we  advance  in  our  researchei 

days  after,  sixteen  other  persons,  together  with  into  Nature's  economy  and  laws,  in  the  same 

a  counsellor,  who,  because  ho  refused  to  plead  proportion  we   perceive  their  futility  and  ab- 

against  them,  was  supposed  to  share  in  their  stu^ity.    As  in  most  other  cases,  so  in  th»,  i 

guilt,  suffered  in   the  samo  manner.     From  knowledge  of  the  cause  of  the  evil  leads  to  lAu 

this  instant,  the  imagination  of  the  multitude  proper  remedy.    Let  us  take  away  the  cause 

was  inflamed  with  these  h(MTid  and  gloomy  and  the  effect  of  course  will  be  removed.    Let 

scenes.    Children  often  jears  of  age  were  put  the  exercise  of  the  rational  faculties  be  directec 

to  death,  young  girls  wove  stripped  naked,  and  into  a  proper  channel,  and  the  mind  fumiahec 

the  marks  of  witchcraft  oearched  for  upon  their  with  a  few  fundamental  and   incontrovertibU 

bodies  with  the  most  indecent  curiosity ;  and  principles  of  reasoning — let  the  proper  sourcet 

those  spots  of  the  scurvy  which  age  impresses  of  information  be  laid  open — ^let  striking  au 

upon  the  bodies  of  old  men,  were  taken  for  evi-  interesting  facts  be  presented  to  view,  and  i 

dent  signs  of  infernal  power.  In  default  of  these,  taste  for  rational  investigation  be  encouragei 

ttMinents  were  employed  to  extort  confessions,  and  promoted — let  habits  of  accurate  observa 

dictated  by  the  executioners  themselves.    For  tion  be  induced,  and  the  mind  directed  to  drav 

such  fancied  crimes,  the  offspring  of  supersti-  proper  conclusions  from  the   various  object 

tion    alone,  they  were  imprisoned,  tortured,  which  present  themselves  to  view,— and  thei 

murdered,  and  thirir  bodies  devoured   by  the  we  may  confidently  expect,  that  superstitiooi 

beasts  of  prey.    If  the  magistrates,  ticed  out  opinions,  with  all  their  usual  accompaniments 

with  executiooi,  refused  to  punish,  they  were  will  gradually  evanish,  as  the  shades  of  nigh 

themselves  aceosed  of  the  crimes  they  tolerated ;  before  the  rising  sun. 

the  very  ministers  of  religion  raised  false  wit-  But  here  it  may  be  inquired.  What  kind  ^ 

nessfo  against  them,  who  made  them  forfeit  knovoUdge  is  it  that  will  produce  this  effect' 

wbh  their  lives  the  tardy  remorse  excited  in  It  is  not  merely  an  acquaintance  with  a  numbei 

them  by  humanity.    Dreams,  apparitions,  ter-  of  dead  languages,  with  Roman  and  Gredai 

ror,  and  consternation  of  every  kind,  increased  antiquities,  with  the  subtleties  of  meti^hysics 

these  prodigies  of  foUy  and  horror.     The  pri-  vnth  pagan  mythology,  with  politics  or  poetry 

sons  were  filled,  the  gibbets  left  standing,  and  these,  however  important  in  other  points  ol 

view,  vnll  not,  in  the  present  case,  produce  tht 

*  The  Scots  appear  to  have  displayed  a  more  than  desired  effect ;  for  we  have  already  seen,  tha 

ordinary  seal  against  witches,  and  it  is  said  that  manTwhnw#»r«ieonvermintinaiiphiniW«M«iiiweM 

more  deranged  old  women  were  condemned  for  this  "*"7  ^^^  ^®5*  conversant  in  such  suDjects  vren 

ImaglnarycrimelnScotland.thanln  anyothercoun-  not  proof  agamst  the  admission  of  superstitioof 

try.   So  late  as  ijss,  a  poor  woman  was  burned  Ibr  opinions.    In  order  to  produce  the  desired  ef- 

wttebcraft,  which  was  among  the  last  executions  in  ^.j^    ..  ^  ^.    .  ^„. .     j;^^^  •«  #i».  ^,j«  ^ 

Scotland.   A  variety  of  curious  parUeulars  In  rela-  »®<^»  ">®  »"»<*  ""^^  *>«  directed  to  the  study  of 

tion  to  the  trials  of  witches,  may  be  seen  in  Pit-  material  nature,  to  contemplate  the  variooi 

Part  ILlatSypoldtBlMa.  Set  also  AppoBdiz,  No.  ▼.  fcrai  reoolts  of  those  mranaUo  laws  by  wfaidi 
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„  —  I      T..  .w.^:....%r    tk«  Divinely  jfrcAt;  they  In  their  powen  exult; 

the  wiiver«e  is  govcrae.L    In  particular,  the  ,p,^gy  ^^^^^  h\:iiit'e  wonder rtie  anew, 

attentioii  shouU  be  directed  to  those  discoveries  in  seeminf?  terror  clad,  but  kindly  bent 

which  have  been  made  by  philosoplicn  in  the  To  work  the  will  of  '^•"^J^l^Sf'^sISHiner. 

diflereot  departments  of  nature  and  art,  durin;? 

the  la*t  two  centuries.     For  tliis  purpose,  the 


and  will  be  led  to  form  more  enlarged  ideas  of 


Mme  umc,  will  present  to  view  objecU  of  de-     ^^^^-^  omnipotent  Creator, 
lijhtfiil  contemplation.     Let  a  person  be  once         j^^^^^  ^^  remove  the  a] 
tboroughly  convinced  that  Nature  is  un»fxm  m        •     f       .^    r      ^  -     .^^ 


apprehensions  which 
arise  from  the  fear  of  invisible  and  incorporeal 

arioui 

aris- 

indis* 

^ ..„„„...- I  make 

pHeaomena  which  at  first  sight  might  appear  as     ^^  fi-eqiicutlv  mistake  a  busli  that  is  near  us  for 
ticeptiona  to  the  general  rule.  ^  Ij^^^^  tree  at  a  distance  ;  and,  undfr  Uic  influ- 

For  example,— let  persons  bo   taught  tliat     ^^^^  ^f  ^^^^x^  iUiisioua,  a  timid  imagination 
edipi ?8  are  occasioned  merely  by  the  shadow     ^jjj  t^i^n^form  tlie  indistinct  image  of  a  cow  or 
flf  one  opaque  body  falling  up^  another— tliat     ^  j^^^^  jj^^^  ^  terrific  plianlom  of  a  monstrous 
they  are  the  necessary  result  of  the  inclination     ^j^^      Let  them  aleo  be  taught,  by  a  selection 
rfthe  mojo's  orbit  to  that  of  the  earth — that  the     ^  well-authenticated  facts,  the  powerful  influ- 
times  when  they  take  place  depend  on  the  new     ^^^^^  ^f^^^  imagination  in  croatinj;  ideal  forms, 
«r  foD  moon  happening  at  or  near  the  points  of     ©specially  when"  under  the  dominion  of  fear — 
Rr:«rMction — aiid  that  other  planets  which  have     ^^  effects  produced  by  the  workings  of  con- 
mrxn,  experience  eclipses  of  a  similar  nature     gdence,  when  harassed  with  guilt— by  very 
-that  the  comeU  are  regular  bodies  belonging     u^giy.  dreams,  by  ftrong  doses  of  opium,  by 
to  our  system,  which  finish  their  revolutions,     dninkenncss,  hysteric  passions,  madness,  and 
lad  appear  and  disappear  in  sutcd  periods  of     ^^i^^^  disorders  that  affect  the  mind,  and  by 
tiiie— that  the  narthern  lights,  though  seldom     jj^^,  cunning  artifices  of  impostors  to  promote 
wen  in  southern  climes,  are  frequent  in  the     ^^^^  sinister  or  nefarious  designs.    Let  thorn 
refimiof  the  North,  and  supply  the  inhabitanU     likewise  be  instructed  in  the  nature  of  »poa- 
wiih  light  in  the  absence  of  the  sun,  and  have     ttineoua  combustions  and  detonationsy  occasioned 
probably  a  relation  to  the  magnetic  and  electric     ^,y  ^^  accidental  combustion  and  explosion  of 
fluids— ^'Jiat  the  ignenfatui  are  harmless  lights,     gases,  which  produce  occasional   noises  and 
Ibrmed  by  the  ignition  of  a  certain  species  of     Ugj^jg  ;„  church-yards  and  empty  houses.     Let 
^produced  in  the   soils  ab-ive  which  they     the  experiments  of  optics,  and  tlic  striking  phe- 
itover— tliai  the  notes  of  the  death-watch,  so     nomena    prodiiced  by    electricity,  galvanism, 
hx  from  being  presages  of  death,  are  ascer-     magnetism,  and  the  diffcront  ga?es,  be  exhi- 
Ulned  to  be  the  notes  of /ove,  and  presages  of     |,jj^»d  xo  their  view,  together  with  details  of  the 
hymeneal  intercourses  among  these  little  in-     results  which  have  been  produced  by  various 
lects;*  let  rational  information  of  tliis  kind  be     mechanical  contrivances.     In  fine,  let  their  at- 
imparted,  and  they  will  soon  learn  to  contem-     tention  be  directed  to  tlio  foolish,  whimsical,  and 
plate  nature  with  tranquillity  and  composure,     extravagant  notions,  attributed  to  apparitions, 
*Vay,  a  more  beneficial  effect  than  even  tliis,     ^nd  to  their  inconsistency  with  the  wise  and 
wiD,  at  the  same  time,  be  produced.     Those     benevolent  arrangements  of  the  Governor  of 
objects  which  they  formerly  beheld  with  alarm,     the  universe.* 

vill  new  be  converted  into  sources  of  enjoy*  That  such  instructions  as  those  I  have  now 
nent,  and  be  contemplated  with  emotions  of  hinted  at  would  completely  produce  the  intended 
delight.  effect,  may  be  argued  from  this  consideration, 

— that  they  have  uniformly  produced  this  ^eet  on 
""Wlien  from  the  dread  Immensity  of  spjicc,  ^^^     ^^j^    which  hat    been  thus  enlighterud. 

^T^°^^J~jS.T^.M'Se'wo';ld  ;  Where  »  the  man  to  be  f>,«nd,  whose  mind  i, 

The  enllehten'd  few,  enlightened  in  the  doctrines  and  discoveries  ol 

ITbose  god-lUce  mluds  philoaopliy  exalts, 
The  rtortous  stranger  hall.    They  feel  a  joy 

•  See  Appendix,  No.  VII.  for  an  illustration  of  some 

•TUa  fact  was  oartJcrtarly  ascertained  by  Dr.  of  the  causes  which  have  concurred  to  propagate 

5»«3?|fi«rf2Vwi«cito5#,No.»l.  the  belief  of  appariUons. 
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modem  science,  and  who  yet  remains  the  slave  crates,  that  he  drew  tlie  wit*  of  Greece  fVom    *- 
of  superstitious  notions  and  vain  fears?    Of  all  the  vain  purtuit  of  natural  phil'fsaphy  to  moral 
the  philosophers  in  Europe,  is  there  one  who  inquiries,  and  turned  their  thoughts  from  stars 
is  alarmed  at  an  eclipse,  at  a  comet,  at  an  ignit  and  tides,  and  matter  and  motion,  upon  the  ra- 
faUuuM,  or  the  notes  of  a  deatli-watch,  or  who  rious  modes  of  virtue  and  relations  of  life."  His 
postpones  his  experiments  on  account  of  what  opinions  and  conduct,  therefore,  can  only  be 
is  called  an  unlucky  day?    Did  we  ever  hear  considered  as  an  additional  proof  of  the  pro> 
of  a  spectre  appearing  to  such  a  person,  drag-  prioty  of  the  sentiments  above  expressed, 
ging  him  from  bed  at  the  dead  hour  of  midnight  to         Nor  should  it  be  considered  as  a  thing  im* 
wander  through  the  forest  trembling  with  fear  ?  practicable  to  instruct  the  great  body  of  mankind 
No:  such  beings  appear  only  to  the  ignorant  in  the  subjects  to  which  1  have  alluded.     Every 
and  illiterate ;  and  we  never  heard  of  their  ap-  man  possessed  of  what  is  called  common  sense,    ; 
pearing  to  any  one  who  did  not  previously  be-  is  capable  of  acquiring  all  the  information  re- 
lieve in  their  existence.    But  why  should  phi-  quisite  for  the  purpose  in  view,  even  without 
losophers  be  freed  from  sudi  terrific  visions,  if  infringing  on  the  time  allotted  for  his  daily  la- 
substantial  knowledge  had  noC  the  power  of  ba-  hours,  provided  his  attention  be  once  thoroughly 
nishing  them  from  the  mind?     Why  shotiid  directed  to  its  acquisition,  and  proper  means 
supernatural  beings  feel  so  shy  in  conversing  used  to  promote  his  itistruction.    It  is  not  in- 
with  men  of  science  ?    They  would  be  the  fit*  tended  that  all  men  should  be  made  profound 
test  persons  to  whom  they  might  impart  their  mathematicians  and  philosophers ;  nor  is  it  ne* 
secrets,  and  communicate  information  respect-  cessary,  in  order  to  eradicate  false  opinions, 
ingthe  invisible  world,  but  it  never  falls  to  their  and  to  enlarge  and  elevate  the  mind,  A  general 
lot  to  bo  favoured  with  such  visits.     Therefore,  view  of  useful  knowledge  is  all  that  is  necessary 
it  may  bo  concluded,  that  the  diffusion  of  useful  for  the  great  mass  of  mankind ;  and  woukl  cer- 
knowledge    would    infallibly    dissipate    those  tainly  be  incomparably  preferable  to  that  gross 
groundless  fears  which  have  so  long  disturbed  ignorance,  and  those   groTelliDg  dispositions, 
the  happiness  particularly  of  the  lower  orders  of  which  so  generally  prevail  among  the  inferior 
mankind.'*'  ranks  of  society.    And,  to  acquire  such  a  ds-     g 
.  It  forms  no  objection  to  what  has  been  now  gree  of  rational  information,  requires  only  that 
stated,  that  the  late  Dr.  Samuel  Johnson  be-  a  taste  (or  it,  and  an  eager  desire  for  acquiring 
lieved  in  the  existence  of  ghosts,  and  in  the  it,  be  excited  in  the  mind.  If  this  were  attained, 
Mteond  nght:  for,  with  all  his  vast  acquirements  I  am  bold  to  afiirm,  that  the  acx]ui8ition  oTsodi 
in  literature,  he  was  ignorant  of  natural  science,  information  may  bo  made  by  any  person  who  is 
and  even  attempted  to  ridicule  the  study  of  na-  capable  of  learning  a  comm<m  mechanical  em- 
tural  philosophy  and  astronomy — ^the  principal  ployment,  and  will  cost  him  less  trouble  and 
subjects  which  have  the  most  powerful  tendency  expense  than  are  requisite  to  a  schoolboy  for 
to  dissipate  such  notions, — as  may  be  seen  in  acquiring  the  elements  of  the  Latin  tongue. 
No.  24  of  his  "  Rambler ;"  where  he  endca-         To  conclude  this  branch  of  the  subject  >— 
Tours  to  give  force  to  his  ridicule  by  exhibiting  Since  it  appears  that  ignorance  produces  super- 
the  oddities  of  an  imaginary  pretender  to  these  stition,  and  superstitious  notions  engender  vain 
sciences.    Ho  talks  of  men  of  science  *'  lavish-  fears  and  distorted  views  of  the  goremment  of 
ing  their  hours  in  calculating  the  weight  of  the  the  Almighty, — since  all  fear  is  in  itself  painful, 
terraqueous  globe,  or  in  adjusting  systems  of  and,  when  it  conduces  not  to  safety,  is  painfiil 
worlds  beyond  the  reach  of  the  telescope  ;"  and  without  use,— -every  consideration  and  ererj 
adds,  that  "  it  was  the  greatest  praise  of  So-  scheme  by  which  (rroimdless  terrors  may  bo  re- 

moved,  and  just  conceptions  of  the  moral  attri- 

•  It  wouM  be  unfair  to  Infer  from  any  expressions  b«ites  of  the  Deity  promoted,  must  diminish  the 

here  ossd,  that  tlie  author  denies  the  possibility  of  ..,„  «r  u,.„.„  «;.-«,   ««J  mAA  .<»«.tk;..»  •» 

aapsmalural  visions  and  appeaninceV^  We  are  f*^  of  human  misery,  and  add  something  to 

assured,  from  the  records  or  :!!acred  History,  that  human  happmess.     If  therefore  the  acquisition 

beln^ofan  order  superior  to  the  human  race,  have  of  useful  knowledee  respectins  the  laws  and 

"  at  sundry  times,  and  In  divers  manners."  made  ,.  _r.i.        •  u       j        *!.• 

their  app<4rance  to  men.    But  there  to  the  most  «*»•  economy  of  the  universe  would  produce  this 

marked  dlfTerence  between  vulgar  apparitions,  and  effect,  the  more  extensively  such  information  is 

the  celestial  mossenKers  to  which  the  records  of  Re-  propaffated.  the  more  happiness  will  be  diffined 

velation  refer.    They  appeared,  not  to  old  women  K"'l"H5*^«^f  "  j  ""*"  ""Pf*"'""  ''"» *^  wmww 

nnd  clowns,  but  to  patriarchs,  prophets,  and  apos-  among  manfcua. 

ties.    They  appeared,  not  to  frighten  the  timid,  and  ^— — 

toereate  unnecessary  alarm,  but  to  declare  "tidings  ^„^„,^^,  „ 

of  great  yty."    They  appeared,  not  to  reveal  such  SECTION  II. 

paltry  secrets  as  the  place  where  a  pot  of  gold  or 

slhrer  is  concealed,  or  where  a  lost  ring  may  be  Oir  thk  utility  op  khowledok  Iir  rms« 

found,  but  to  communicate  Intelligence  worthy  of        vKifTiwe     diskases     afd    fatai.    ACCl- 

Qod  to  reveal,  and  of  the  utmost  importance  for  man 

to  receive.    In  these,  and  many  other  respects,  there         Dkhts. 

is  the  most  striking  contrast   between  popular         w-  i.  .  rtvntAttmimn  «rlit<»h  K««  hmmt  ilnAin^J 

giMMs,  and  the  supernatural  communlcatkms  sod        'J  "  *  conclusion  wWch  has  been  dedoeed 

appsannessiecortedlnBcripcura.  from  long  expenenoe,  «<  that  muUBd  in  tbtb 


PREVENTION  OF  DISEASES  AND  ACCIDENTS.  S5 

opimoo5  and  condoct  are  aj>t  to  run  from  one  to  ascertain  the  cause,  and  to  afTurd  hLin  asoist- 

extreine  t.)  another."     We  have  already  seen,  aiice ;  but  by  the  liiiiu  hv  arrives  at  tiie  8am<' 

that,  in  con«equenct:  of  fa\*e  c:>ncf;-)tioiui  of  the  depth  he  share:)  t!io  !>unic  lac.   A  thirl  |i4'.r«un, 

Deiiy,  and  of  his  arran:{emRntt  in  the  economy  af;er  some  husi^a  ion,  de»ccud.«  >«iih  more  cau- 

of  na'ur^,  the  minds  uf  niultitudosi   have  been  tious  stops.     BiU  he  voon  begins  to  feel  a  c.vr- 

alarraed  by  the  most  unfounded  apprehensions,  tain  degree  of  i^idiiiness,  and  makes  haivlc  to 

and  have  been  "  in  great  fear  where  no  fear  anccnd,  or  ia  drawn  up  by  assiiiiants.     In  the 

was."  On  the  other  liand,  from  a  similar  cau.<ie,  mean  time,  the'  uiiha]ipy  per.^ons  at  th<*  lM>t:om 

many  have  run  heediessly  into  danger  and  de-  of  liie  well  are  freijuenlly  lefi  to  remain  so  li>ng 

siruction,  when  a  slii^ht  acquaintance  with  the  in  astute  of  su-ipeini'sl  animation,  that  all  means 

powers  of  nature,  and  the  laws  of  their  OjK'ra-  of  rejstora'i.m  pr<>vr  :ib->rlivir ;  and  tiie  runne  of 

tion,  would  have  pointed  out  the  road  lo  safety,  the  disaster  rnuaiti-:  a  my>tery,  till  sonic  medical 

This  leads  me  to  th^  illustration  of  another  ad-  gentleman,  or  <>i  i»t  person  of  iuu-llisj'ence,  hu 

vantage  which  wou*d  be  derived  from  a  general  made  ac<|uain'c<l  wi:lt  the  eircuui>i«'iuees  of  the 

diiTusion  iif  kn)wled|!e,— namely,  accident.    Similar  accidents,  owui^  to  the  sarnn 

T%it  it  U3ould  tend  toprttfent  many  of  tftose  cause,  have  happened  to  p-Tsuns  who  have  in- 

diMOMt*  anJJntfd  aeeidtnts  which ,flaw/nm  igiUH  caniiou<ly  descended  into  brewers'  vn:^,  or  who 

raitce  of  the  taujt  which  govern  the  operations  of  have  entered  preeipiralely  into  w  iiic  cellars  ajtd 

nature.  Taul:^,  which  had  been  Ion;;  shut  up  fniin  the 

Th«:re  are,  indeed,  several  accidents  to  which  external  air,  and  where  tlie  process  of  f'Tuicn- 

monkind  are  exposed,  which  no  human  wisdom  tation  was  going  «>n  :  They  have  biH>n  suildenly 

can  foresee  or  prevent.     Being  funiished  with  struck  down,  as  by  a  flash  of  ]i;rlitniii;;;  and, 

facultie*  of  a  limited  nature,  and  placed  in  the  in  some   instances  the  vital  spark  lia-t  been 

midst  of  a  scene  where  so  manypowerf.il  and  completely  cxtin^'uished.     Many  in^tance^,  too, 

covnplicated  causes  are  in  constant  operation,  could  be  produced,  of  workmen,' who  have  in- 

we  are  sometimes  exposed,  all  on  a  sudden,  to  cautiously  laid  themselve.H  down  to  sleep  in  the  / 

the  action  of  destructive  cause:!,  of  which  we  neighbourhood  f/  lime-kilns  where  they  were 

were  ii^noraat,  or  over  which  we  have  no  con-  employed,  having,  ui  a  short  time,  slept  ll)e 

trol.     Even  althou|^  we  could  ibreiee  a  pesti-  sleep  of  death.     The  burning  of  charcoal  in 

lence,  a  famine,  an  earthquake,  an  inundation,  close  apartments  has  aUo  provfd  fatal  to  many  ; 

or  the  eruption  of  a  volcano,  we  could  not  alto-  more  especially  wiiun  tiiry  have  retired  to  rest 

gether  prevent  the  calamities  which  generally  in   such   apartments,  while  iho    rharcoal  was 

floMT  from  their  destructive  rava<;es.     But,  at  the  burning,  and  before  the  rooms  had  received  a 

same  time,  it  nny  bo  affirmed  with  truth,  that  a  thoron),'li  ventilation. 

gr^at  proportion  of  the  physical  evils  and  acci-  Numerous  are  the  in>lances  in  which  acci- 
dvnts  to  which  the  human  race  b  liable,  are  the  dents  have  happened,  in  the  circnmKtances  now 
eft'i-ctd  of  a  culiiable  ignorance,  and  might  be  stated,  and  which  aro  still  frequently  recurring  ; 
eifectually  prevented,  were  useful  knowledge  all  which  might  have  been  prevented  ha;l  tlie 
m<M-?  extensively  diffused.  Bat  it  unfortunately  follow'm?  facts  been  generally  known  and  at- 
happens,  in  almost  every  instance,  that  the  per-  tended  to : — That  there  exists  a  certain  specicK 
sons  triio  are  exposed  to  the  accidents  to  which  of  air,  termed  ,fixrd  air,  or  ctirbonic  acvl  ^ns, 
I  allude,  are  ignorant  of  the  means  requisite  for  which  instantly  ex'ineui-hes  llame,  an<l  is  de- 
averting  the  danger.  To  illustrate  this  point,  I  structive  to  animal  life  ;  that  it  is  found  in  con- 
sliall  select  a  few  examples,  and  shall  inter-  siderable  quantities  in  places  which  have  b^en 
sperse  a  few  hints  and  maxims  for  the  consider-  shut  up  from  the  external  atmosphere, — as  in 
ati^Mi  of  tliose  whom  it  may  concern.  old  wells,  pits,  caverns,  and  close  vaults ;  that 

The  first  clas<s  of  accidents  to  which  I  shall  it  is  copiously  proJw^ed  diiring  the  fermentation 

advert,  comprises  tho^e  which  have  happened  of  liquors  in  brewers' vals,  where  it  hovers  above 

from  ignoromeeofthe  nature  and  properties  qfthe  the  surface  of  the  liquor ;  in  cellars  where  wine 

df/firent  foart,  and  of  the  noxious  effects  which  and  malt-liquors  are  kept ;  and  by  the  burning 

some  of  them  produce  on  the  functions  of  ani-  of  lime  and  cliarcoal ;    and,  that  being  nearly 

nal  life.  twice  as  heavy  as  common  air,  it  sinks  to  the 

Wo  have  frequently  read  in  newspapers  and  Ixittomof  the  pl.iee  where  it  is  produced.     The 

roac&zines,  ant]  some  of  us  have  witnessed,  such  following  plain  hints  are  therefore  all  that  is 

accidents  as  the  following: — A  man  descends  requisite  to  be  .itten*U'd  to,  in  order  to  prev«'nt 

bto  a  deep  well,  which  had  for  some  time  been  the  recurrence  of  such  •li-^a'^ters.     Previoiis  to 

shut  up.     When  he  has  gone  down  a  coasi  ler-  enteriuir  a  well  or  |»it  which  has  been  l<mg  se- 

aUe   way  he  suddenly  lets  go  his  hold  of  the  eluded  from  tlie  cKternal  air,  let  a  lighted  candle 

rope  or  ladder  by  which  he  descends,  and  drops  or  taper  be  i»nnl  down  ;  if  it  continues  to  bum 

lo  the  bottom  in  a  state  of  insensibility,  devoid  at  the  bottom  there  is  no  danjjer,  for  air  tliat  will 

of  uuerance,  and  unable  to  point  out  the  cause  support  flame,  without  an  explosion,  will  also 

of  his  disaster.    Another  hastily  follows  him,  support  animal  life ;  bit,  should  the  Upcr  be 
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extinguished  before  it  roaches  the  bottom,  it  and  «ct  the  mine  on  fire,  forcing  up  an  ironianav 
would  be  attended  with  imminent  danger  to  ven-  voUime  of  5  moke,  which  darkened  the  air  to  a 
lure  down  tiU  the  foul  air  be  expelled.  The  considerable  distance,  and  scattered  an  irom«H» 
noxious  air  may  be  destroyed  by  throwing  down  quanlity  of  small  cool  from  the  upcast  shaft.  In 
a  quantity  of  quidc  Umtj  and  gra<lua!ly  sprin-  this  csJamity  ninety-tliree  men  and  boys  pe- 
Jcling  it  with  water ;  for  as  the  lime  slakes  it  will  rished.'  The  mine  was  obliged  to  be  cloved  up 
absorb  the  mephitic  air,  and  a  person  may  en  thcffollowing  Saturday,  in  order  to  extinguim 
aHerwards  descend  in  aafery.  "Wljere  lime  is  the  fire,  which  pnl  an  end  to  all  hopes  of  savisf 
not  at  hand,  a  bush,  or  such  like  bulky  sub-  any  of  the  sufferers.  On  the  6ih  October,  ill 
st^ce,  may  be  let  down  and  drawn  up  several  the  same  y«'ar,  and  in  the  same  county,  (Dm*- 
times  ;  or  some  buckets  of  water  may  be  thrown  ham,)  a  c«.ai-pit,  at  Shincy  Row,  suddenly  inok 
into  it,  till  the  air  be  so  purified,  that  a  liphtcd  fire,  by  explosion  of  the  inflammable  air ;  ia 
taper  will  continue  to  bum  at  the  bottom.  These  consequence  of  which  seven  persons  inere  ae- 
precautionary  hints  will  ipply  to  all  the  oUier  verely  scorched.  And  on  the  Saturday  ibllow- 
cases  referred  to,  where  this  species  of  gas  may  ine,  (October  lOtli,)  the  Harrington  Mill  pit, 
happen  to  exist.  To  which  I  may  also  add,  as  distant  from  the  other  about  two  or  three  hundred 
another  hint,  that  in  every  situation  where  fixed  yards,  also  took  fire ;  by  which  four  men  and 
air  is  supposed  to  exist,  it  is  more  dangerous  lo  nineteen  boys  were  killed  on  the  spot,  and  many 
sit  or  to  lie  down,  in  such  places,  than  to  stand  people  severely  wonnded  and  burned,  and  two 
erect ;  for,  as  tjiis  gas  is  the  heaviest  of  all  the  boys  were  niistsing.  This  drt^adfui  catastrophe 
gases,  it  occupies  the  lowest  place ;  and  there-  was  likewise  occasioned  by  the  explosion  of  fire- 
fore,  a  person  lying  on  the  grotmd  may  be  sufTo-  damp.f  The  above  are  only  two  or  three  ex- 
cated  by  it,  while  another  atanding  at  his  side  amples  of  a  variety  of  similar  accidents  which 
would  feel  no  injury,  his  mouth  being  raised  have  happened,  of  late  years,  in  the  coal  dia- 
above  the  stratum  of  the  noxious  fluid.* — I  shall  tricts  in  the  northern  part  of  our  island.  That 
rmly  remark  farther  on  this  head,  that  several  all  such  accidents  could  have  been  prevented  l^ 
disorders  have  been  contracted  by  persons  sleep-  means  of  the  kno^vledge  we  have  hitherto  ao- 
ing  under  the  brandies  aC  treea  in  the  nights  quired,  would  perhaps  be  too  presumptuous  to 
time,  and  in  apartments  whoro  great  quantities  affirm ;  but  that  a  great  proportion  of  them  wers 
of  fruit,  or  other  vegetable  matter,  are  kept,—  the  effects  of  ignorance  on  the  part  of  the  mi- 
from  ignorance  of  the  fact,  that  during  the  ni^t,  ners,  and  might  have  been  prevented  by  a  ge- 
the  leaves  of  trees,  and  all  vegetable  matter  ncral  knowledge  of  the  nature  and  causea  of 
perspire  a  deleterious  air,  whidi,  when  it  has  sudi  explosions,  and  by  taking  proper  preeau- 
accumulated  to  a  certain  degree,  may  induce  a  tionary  nM'asures,  there  is  every  reasoa  to  fte- 
variety  of  serious  complaints,  and  sometimes  lieve.  That  this  is  not  a  mere  random  asscr* 
prove  fatal.  tion,  will  appear  from  the  following  extract  from 
77te  d'uastern  which  have  hifptned  m  coal  the  IVlonthly  Magazine  ior  February  1814,  p. 
ifitne«,  and  other  gubtemmeoui  apartments,  form  80 : — "  Mr.  Bakcwell,  in  his  late  lectures  m\ 
another  class  of  accidents,  many  of  which  have  Ijceds,  stated  the  frillowing  circumstance,  whici; 
been  the  effects  of  ignorance.  Of  late  years  strongly  evinces  the  benefits  which  ari^e  from 
an  imroen^ie  number  of  men,  boys,  and  horses,  educating  the  working  classes — that,  in  tlie  coa 
has  been  destroyed  by  the  explosion  of  inflaro-  districts  of  Northumberland  and  Durham,  acci< 
mable  air  in  the  coalmines  in. this  country,  par-  dents  are  conelantty  taking  place  from  expl<^ 
ticularly  in  the  nortli  of  England,  where  the  sions  in  the  mines;  so  that  not  less  than  nu 
most  affecting  and  tragical  scenes  have  been  htindred  persons  have  been  destroyed  in  the  lasi 
presented  to  view.  On  the  forenoon  of  Monday,  two  years.  But,  in  one  of  the  mhies  which  wn 
Sath  May,  1812,  a  dreadful  accident  took  place  frequently  subject  to  explosion,  not  an  accideni 
at  Flying,  near  Gateshead,  in  the  mine  belong-  of  any  consequence  had  taken  place  for  the  last 
Uij; to C.  T.  Branding,  Esq.  When  nearly  the  twelve  years;  the  proprietors,  besides  otbei 
whole  of  the  workmen  were  below, — the  second  precautions,  having  for  a  coasiderable  time  past 
set  having  gone  down  before  the  first  had  come  educated  the  children  of  the  miners  at  their  owi 
ap,'— *a  double  blast  of  hydrogen  gas  todc  place,  expense,  and  given  them  proper  in/srmofMm  re- 

tpeding  the  uulure  of  the  danger  to  be  avoidod.^^ 

•The  (jrotto  del  Canl,  a  snmlt cavern  In  Ittilv, 

sliout  four  lea^nes  fh>m  Napleji,  contains  a  stratnin  *  See  Monthly  Mafscine,  vol.  xxxM.  p.  588,  am 

of  carlxMilc  arid  tioB.    It  has  been  a  rommon  prae-  vol.  xxxir.  p.  in. 

lice  to  drive  do^js  Into  the  cavern,  where  they  suffer  1  This  nectiun  of  the  present  werk  was  written  Ir 

a  temporary  death,  for  the  entertainment  of  stmn-  li«i6,  und  the  facts  referred  lo  in  it  happened  withli 

fers.  But  a  man  enter*  with  perfect  Mfety,  and  feels  three  or  four  yeani  of  that  date.    8itire  that  perfoc 

no  particular  Inconvenience  by  etanding'  in  it,  lie-  Sir  Humphrey  Davy's  ingenious  contrivance,  called 

cause  his  mouth  is  considerably  above  the  surface  the  eafety  lamp,  has  been  invented,  by  means  oi 

of  the  stratum  of  deleterious  air,-  but  were  he  to  which,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  many  acci 

lie  down  ha  would  be  instantly  suffocated.    The  denu  In  coal  mines  have  been  prevented,  and  manj 

same  precaution  may  also  be  nsef\il  In  walklos  l^vas  preserved  from  destruction.  The  peculiar  pro 

Ihroufh  certain  cavoms  In  our  own  country.  party  of  this  lamp  Is,  that  the  nUner  may  aoeve  abod 
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-DclRi!  inmgined.  Fnxn  ui  bductioo  tf  a  Tuiet]'  of 
una*-  fdi:u  uf  lliig  kuid,  u  uutd  in  lb*  public  p*pcr< 
luxlolhsr  pHrindicil  worki,  in  thi  jtti  1811, 
Lhu  luUiur  uciiliiucd  Ihil  uon  thu  Iwcnij' 
■a, — vera  aach  iimnicliwii  ilLU-ftrHTixl  penuni  were  kilird  hj'  lightning,  or  ml  (hn  rfclo 
cioiB  ivIcciiLD  of  chjmlcHl  eipfiri'     uf  ■  iJiouafend  pumnon  stbtj  fiAj  jau«,  during 

■■  deduced  ind  elaul;  ethibilcd,  then  limiu  </  our  iiUnd ;  bandsi  ihe  riolcat  itwcks 

Ihe  Isut  doubl  Ihu  il  would  be  U-  experienced  by  oth'ri,  which  did  not  immedi- 

lb  DumercMn  benuftcid  reeulE*.  When  uely  prure  Cklali  and  the  dEmega  occuianwi  to 
il  i^oruit  oT  Ihe  iwaioue  principLee 

liiti  the  liiDJti  of  dan^r;  wherell,  ■■  mpirvl^im, 
il  Iboniugtilj  icquunled  with  kll  the  I'aJ^lSi"" 
cmuK*  which  in»y  poenbl;  be  in  "^ 


in  eietj  Mep  with 


win  hutcn  hii  rem 


mify  oiBijig  to  i/rviraiia.  It 
ed,  thu,  DDt^Jthslvidinf  tl 
trudcrn  phil(»ophy,  respei 
Did  ubd  the  l#wi  cf  ill  opei 


-■ngei  of  lightning.     Til]  idoui  eon- 
iOii*  kind  be  efiecled,  it  ii  piolabla 


sfHnier  or<xiiiKr  wlre-iiaiiKe.  Tlie  aptr- 

b  of  en  incli  ■rare,  will  ike  iMrinun 
t  tma  oDe-fOnfeih  to  ODOWitlclh  or  in 
Iter.    TlMiiaEUof  Ibeluuparr:— I.  The 


1  tuuni  itMXBn:  I"'  Om  witk.    4.  The 
!•  tke  f<inarelDrh.  3.  "nie  wvmi4tOTs 

lm(  the  ditem  tiettiw  wirh  Ihe  toii  plate,  F  E  In  n  rrame  nf  thirk  wire  To  protect  the  wire- 

«upiMer(lni  pHlin  nunl  the  nuN.  cudh,  A  A  A  A.wnich  liu  >  dcuMelDpaH.    The 

•  wln.eauxe  n.lar  Img  i» llglitM end  (mDehM»rliuP«lKh«llollftirlhenin»enlenM 

'-■"  --  iiuioBpheie  inulunIlT  mlied  of  ciirjlni  IL  The  wire  fuiio  U  well  Cuteaad  lo 

'"     -           When  llotwllhMwldln«Ih*atlUtToftU>lnnalian.ineh 

L^riliis^iluilei  bra^onii^ "lilh'J  ~wlih  ■  nen.that  Iber  either  neileet  tn  lue  their  —Mr 


lad  wiih  the  lusp.  to  hoc  wUI  It  flTo  lie     putlciuulT  n  Ea(iuid. 
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■beep  and  cattle,  and  to  public  and  prirate  «di~  grate  or  nof .    For  when  there  in  a  fife  in  tba 

fices;  and  it  is  worthy  oT  notice,  that  m:>it  of  grate,  ihe  fire  contains  the  following  ctmdutt' 

the  individuals  who  were  kiliod  by  thu  lightning  tors, — Dame,    nrooke,  rarefied  air,   and    kmA 

had  either  taken  shifter  under  trees,  or  were  in  Even  when  there  is  no  f<re.  the  soot  with  wfaisft 

situations  adjacent  to  bells  or  beil-wire^.     The  the  flue  is  lined  is  a  coodudor ;  and  from  IIm 

experience  of  succeeding  years  proves  that  a  superior  height  of  the   chinmsy^haft    abofii 

similar  number  of  disasters  of  this  kind  aunu-  every  other  part  of  the  building,  it  is   mon 

ally  take  place,     b  ii,  however,  more  than  pro-  liable  than  any  other  part  of  the  house  to  be 

bable,  that  a:  least  half  the  number  of  accidents  niruck  wiih  li!;htnin«.     lu   a  houfe,   too,  gil 

Arising  from  tlie  same  cause  might  have  been  mirrors  or  pioture-lranies,  lustres  or  hiimim 

aTert<Ml,  had  the  nature  of  lightning,  and  the  candles,  bell-wires,  and  a!l  metallic  substaneat, 

laws  which  regulate  its  movements,  been  gene-  shouM  be  carefully  avoided,  as  they  affi>rd  M 

rally  known.    Seklomayear  passes  but  we  are  many  points  of  attraction,  which  mig|it  detsri 

infiirroed  by  the  public  prints  of  sotne  person  or  mine  the  course  of  an  electric  discbarge.    Tbi 

Xher  having  been  kSled  by  lightning,  when  safest  position  is  in  the  middle  of  the  roons,  if 

taking    shelter  under  a  large  tree,— of  whole  not  near  a  lustre,  a  bell,  or  any  thing  hanfiB| 

families  have  been  struck  down  when  crowding  from  the  ceilingl  and  if  we  place  the  cbftir  ca 

around  a  fire-place,  during  a  thunder-storm,—  whidi  we  sit  on  abed  or  mattress,  almost  everj 

of  one  person  having  been  struck  when  stand-  possible  danger  may  be  avoided  *     Such  are  a 

'ing  beside  a  beD-wire,  and  another  while  stand-  few  maxims  easy  to  be  recollected  and  pat  w 

ing  under  a  b^  connected  with  the  wire,  or  practice,  by  attending  to  which,  not  a  few 

onder  a  lustre  hanging  from  the  ceiling.  accidents  from  electrical  explosions  might  bs 

There  can  be  little  doubt,  that  a  considerable  averted, 

number  of  such  accidents  would  have  been  pre-  In  the  next  place,  vanotu  aeeidenii  hatr  ht^ 

vented,  had  the  fbUowing  facts  respecting  the  perudjrom  ignarcmet  of  eerfom  floin  mttAawM 

nature  of  lightning  been  extensively  known : —  TprinapUa.    For  example,  serious  accidents  haw 

That  lightning  is  a  fluid  of  the  same  nature,  sometimes  occurred  fiiom  the  want  cS  acquainl- 

and  is  directed  in  its  rootioos  by  the  same  laws  ance  with  the  latat  of  motkm.    Persons  hav« 

which  regulate  the  motions  of  the  «lectric  fluid  heedlessly  jnmped  out  of  moving  vehicles,  and 

in  our  common  electrical  anchines  *,— that  it  is  got  their  legs  ijmI  arms  sprained  or  dislocated, 

attracted  and  ooodnctad  by  trees,  water,  mois-  and  from  one  boat  to  another  when  both  were  in 

tare,flame,  and  all  kinds  of  neCnllic  substances;  rapid  motion,  and  run  the  risk  of  behog  eitbei 

— diat  it  is  most  disposed  to  strike  high  and  bruised,  drenched,  or  drowned.    But  had  the 

pointed  objects ;  and  that,  therefore,  it  must  be  effects  of  eoHqpomid  motion  been  generally  known 

dangerous  to  remain  connected  with  or  in  the  and  attended  to,  in  all  those  cases  where  it  oc- 

immediate  neighbourhood  (^  such  objects  when  curs,  it  would  have  prevented  many  of  those 

a  thtmder-doud  is  passing  near  the  earth.  accidents  which  have  happened  frotn  persons 

Hence  the  following  precautionary  maxims  rashly  jumping  out  of  carriages  when  in  rapid 

have  been  deduced,  by  attending  to  which  the  motion,  or  attempting  to  jump  from  the  top  of  a 

personal  accidents  arising  firom  thunder-storms  moving  cylinder,  in  which  cases  they  are  aJwayi 

might  be  in  a  great  measure  prevented.    In  the  precipitated  with  violence  in  a  direction  dif^ 

open  air,  during  a  storm,  rivers,  pools,  and  ferent  from  what  they  expected,  from  the  oIh 

every  mass  of  water,  even  the  streamlets  aris-  vious  eflfects  cf  a  combination  of  forces.    Boats 

ing  from  a  recent  shower,  should  be  avoided,  and  carriages  have  been  sometimes  overset  by 

because  water  being  an  excellent  conductor,  persons  rising  hastily  when  they  were  in  dangei 

might  determine  the  course  of  an  electrical  dis-  of  such  accidents, — from  ignorance  of  the  priii- 

eharge  towards  a  person  in  contact  vith  it,  or  ciple,  that  the  centre  of  gravity  of  the  moving 

m  its  immediate  neighbourhood.   AU  high  trees  vehicle,  by  such  a  practice,  is  raned  to  at  tn 

and  similar  elevated  conductors  should  also  be  endanger  the  line  of  direction  being  thrown  W 

•raided,  as  they  are  in  more  daiger  of  being  yondthe  base,  when  the  vehicle  must,  of  courw, 

stnidi:  than  objects  on  the  ground ;  and,  there-  be  overturned ;  whereas,  had  they  dapped  doirai 

fore,  a  person  in  contact  with  them  exposes  him-  to  the  bottom,  they  wouU  have  bronght  do«ra 

self  to  imminent  danger,  shonkl  tfie  course  of  the  line  of  direction,  and  consequently  the  cemrc 

the  Hghtning  He  in  that  direction.    But,  totaks  of  gravity,  forther  within  the  base,  so  as  to  hava 

•V  station  at  the  distanoe  of  thirty  or  forty  prevented  the  accident  and  secured  tbeiraafety. 
ptoei  fitxn  such  objects,  or,  at  such  a  distance 

M  may  prevent  as  from  bemg  injured  by  the  •  It  has  been  generally  thoufbt  that  tba  cellar  is 

Hiinters  of  wood,  shonkl  the  tree  be  struck,  is  «»•  most  secure  situation  during  a  thuadei^storm: 

■MM  m»^*rm  «K«n  >••«  in  fk«  »LW  «r  .n  «™  *»*  *>»*■  *■  *""  ®"*3^  **»  ceitaln  cases.   Vben  tba 

BMrn  secure  than  eren  m  tba  midst  of  an  open  Mghtnlng  proceeds  from  the  clouds,  it  is  wqusstlsa 

piain.    Persons  m  a  boose  not  provided  with  iMx  the  most  secure  position;  but  in  the  cans  afn 

lk>id«.rod.,ri><.ddafdarittiiWM«.d>i»  SSS^jSJf.Tli'lS^ttJlfoSSU^ 
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H  bodj  ■bout     placed  upon  ils  (cpp,  it  would  luidual 


vhjdi  all  it!  part*  vre  in  njuilHra,  a 
lach  vihcr ;  ud  coD««qii«nil7,   ' "' 
■^ported,  Ihd   vrholi)  budy  «ili 


rerfgr»nlyoruiyh,>Jyl 
H  Binh  B  cbII«1  Eikr  /w 


,  Iheir  txmt, 
>;  biilirthel 


with  li«ed]iMf*iir^i  and  igninikcc,  may  Iw 
cribrd  mui]'  uT  tlum  tceiilcnli  Which  ki 
quFDIlj  Iwppvn  nl  ■iiinnin^  milli  uhI  m 
piecei  of  nuRhiiienr.  Iiir  wbirli  Ji'fn  iiihI  u 
va  tnm  iiunJiT,  uiiil  llH  hiniiin  fcuic  ru 
;!.■)  ■..!.!  .IctroTvl. 


mTturaed.     Thui,  itae  inclmini  )»dy  ABCD,  irmrma  of  tin  tfn:!!  fmhtrel  In/  ihi  rifrielion 

vluH  ceMra  of  gnritji  ii  E,  niniii  firmlj  on  ef  light.     It   in  ■  UEll-kwnirn  ti]>liral  fact,  that 

ill  tea*  CDKF,  bnauia  iha  line  of  direclioa  whrn  a  rav  uf  liglit  paaaea  from  aii  inio  waI<T. 

KM  Ub  irilhiii  Ihg  IwE,     But  if  a  weight,  aa  and  ii  again  rrfraciad.tlw  aiiic  "f  tin- angla  iit' 

AIIGH,  ba  Ixid  upon  ths  lop  oTlhs  body,  Iha  incideuce  ia  in  |>ru]>onian  U  tha  linn  oTlhcanctf 

taoira  of  |nTi;j  of  iha  wholr  !»!)'  and  weight  of  fo&aciion  Ba  foiir  to  lhr«,     yum  ihia  cir- 


u  rai.ad  up  to  1 ;  and  than  aa  th*  Una 

tm  ID  rati*  without  the  hue  ai  D,  tna 

pear*!MU1ower  than  theTteallrare-ih.^ir  rha.- 

rnrilj  1  ia  not  auppdrlad,  and  Ihs 

■k1<,  whan  Tiawnl  from  thf ir  hrink,  bcinj  t^ix. 

rfj  and  woi^l  >nu<1  tumble  d.,v.n  to- 

ranilt  hiftker  ihan  ihrir  tnir   piiaiiixn.  in   the 

fact  datp  v>iU  appear  from  ita  bank  lo  ba  only 

•ii.     Thiafaet  mayba  at  uiv  lima  prmiaail  in 

H   y^ — ■=-~^       Jf 

■  iiibor  puilfiillorwwi'r,  n-hereiheb>iiii>nii.| 
tha  Tnaal  »iU  obvioiialy  appaar  lo  bo  rai^ad  a 

/               M 

•coniidcrable  -pace  •bora  iu  Irae  puntiun,  and 

/         M 

gen.^rally  known,  many  ■  rr«iell«  aa  wbH  ai 

Ihs  bonum  of  a  ch'ar  riwr  to  hu  within  his 

depth,  01,  whim  ho  standi  oi.  ih«  bank,  the  b.,-- 

Ihan  it  rrally  h. 

Thia  will  appear  evidrnt  from  Ilia   (ui\of.- 

/         W 

■n» 


ifPiaa,  in  Italy,  Icana  aiAean  leel 
of  tin  perpondicular.  ao  ibal  itrangsra  are 
■id  lo  pan  under  il ;  but  aa  the  plumniel  or 
lafdirflelianfallanlMiitltiaatarybiHuteisa,  '' 

I  w  BO  dauergf  falling,  if  ila  matorlala  kaap     direction  CI!,  and  ap]iroache<  the  prrprndifular 
Btbar;  aal  haKa  it  hu  atood  la  Ok  HBU     PP,  ■■  loch  m  MODor,  ttM  Ihe  anfie  of  reftK* 
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tion  PCH  is  lew  than  its  angle  of  incidence  tee  the  moon,  on  her  rising,  totallj  edipMi, 
EGA.  AE  is  the  tine  of  the  angle  of  inci-  while  the  sun  is  still  seen  intheopf»^t«p«fftlf 
dence,  and  HP  the  sine  of  the  angle  of  refrae-  the  horizon ;  and  that  the  stars  and  planeta  ait 
tion ;  and  the  proportion  they  bear  to  each  other  never  seen  in  the  places  where  they  reallT  hVi 
is  as  four  to  three.  If  a  small  body,  therefore,  except  when  they  are  in  the  zenith,  or  point  dll> 
were  placed  at  H  and  viewed  from  the  point  A,     rectly  over  our  head. 

it  would  appear  as  if  it  were  raised  to  the  point  Many  affecting  and  fatal  accidents  have  bif* 
B,  or  (me4burth  higher  than  it  really  is.  pened,  and  are  frequently  recurring,  partkifr 

larly  to  children,  and  females  in  tl)e  higher  nurii 
of  life,  from  thtir  dolhe*  catching  J!re,  raosC  if 
which  mi^htbe  prevented,  were  the  tiio  fulluc 
ing  simple  facts  universally  known  and  pradi* 
caily  applied,  that  JIame  hat  a  tendawjf  to  «mmI 
^qnoardt;  and  tkaa  air  it  ttteniiaify  nquiaiitfif 
mtpporting  ii.  When  the  clothes  of  feoidH 
take  fire,  as  the  fire  generally  begins  at  lli 
lower  parts  of  their  dress,  so  long  as  they  0M> 

tinue  in  an  upright  posture  the  flames  natsnl^ 

•^^^^^^  ascend,  and  meeting  with   additional  fuel  m 

C  they  rise,  become  more  powerful  in  propuitisi; 

This  may  be  farther  illustrated  by  the  follow-  whereby  the  neck,  the  head,  and  other  vilri 
ing  common  experiment.  Put  a  shilling  into  the  parts  of  the  body  are  liable  to  be  moat  iiyoril ; 
bottom  of  an  empty  bason,  at  C,  and  walk  back-  and,  by  running  firom  one  part  of  the  roon  It 
wards  till  it  appear  completely  hid  by  the  inter-  another,  or  from  one  apartment  to  another,  aiil 
ceptiun  of  the  edge  of  the  bason ;  then  cause  most  frequently  the  case,  tlie  air,  which  is  Al 
water  to  be  poured  into  the  bason,  and  the  shil-  fiiel  of  fire,  gains  free  access  V>  every  part«t 
ling  will  instantly  appear  as  if  placed  at  the  their  apparel,  and  feeds  the  increasing  flaiM. 
point  D ;  for,  being  now  in  a  denser  medium,  In  such  cases,  the  sufferer  should  ipstnllf 
it  appears  raised,  or  nearer  to  its  surface.  Be-  throw  her  clothes  over  her  head,  and  roD  or  ie 
fore  the  water  was  poured  in,  the  shilling  could  upon  them,  in  order  to  prevent  the  ascent  of  Al 
not  be  seen  whert  ii  wot ;  now  it  is  seen  loAcre  flames  and  the  access  of  fresh  air.  When  Ail 
it  it  not.  It  is  not  the  eye  that  has  changed  its  cannot  conveniently  be  effect^,  she  may  al9 
place,  but  the  ray  of  light  has  taken  anew  di-  avoid  great  agony,  and  save  her  life,  by  throw* 
rection,  in  passing  from  the  water  to  the  eye,     ing  herself  at  full  length  on  the  floor,  and  rotBiif 

and  strikes  the  eye  as  if  it  came  from  the  piece  '  herself  thereon.  Though  this  method  may  mil, 
of  money.  This  experiment  may  be  varied  as  in  every  case,  completely  extinguifh  the  flaac, 
follows  :— Take  an  empty  bason,  and,  along  the  it  will  to  a  certainly  retard  its  progress,  and  pr^ 
diameter  of  its  bottom,  fix  marks  at  a  small  dia-  veut  fatal  ii^jury  to  the  vital  parts.  When  tf> 
tance  fropi  each  other,  then  take  it  into  a  dark  sistance  is  at  hand,  the  by-etanders  should  Wh 
room,  and  let  in  a  ray  of  light ;  and  where  tins     mediately  wrap  a  carpet,  a  hearth-rug,  a  grsil 

falls  upon  the  floor,  place  the  bason,  so  that  its  coat,  or  a  blanket,  around  the  head  aiMl  body  of 
marked  diameter  may  point  towards  the  win-     the  sufferer,  who  should  be  laid  in  a  recurabtHi 

dow,  and  so  that  tlie  beam  may  fall  on  the  mark  position,  which  will  prove  a  certain  preventivo'j 

most  distant  from  the  window.     This  done,  fill  from  danger.    During  the  year  181 S,  the  audiir  i 

the  bason  with  water,  and  the  beam  which  be-  noted  down  more  than  ten  instances,  reconMf 

fure  fell  upon  the  most  distant  mark,  will  now,  in  the  public  prints,  of  females  who  were  bqmfld 

by  the  refractive  power  of  the  water,  bo  turned  to  death  by  their  clothes  catching  fire,  all  oC 

oat  of  its  straight  course,  and  will  fall  two  or  which  might  have  been  prevented,  had  the  sina* 

three  or  more  marks  nearer  the  centre  of  the  pie  expedients  now  stated  been  resorted  to  tad 

bason.  promptly  applied. 

It  is  owmg  te  the  circumstance  now  stated,        It  may  be  remarked,  in  the  next  plaeei  that 

that  an  oar  partly  in  and  partly  out  of  the  water  many  <ifthe  diteatet  to  which  mankind  an  aA> 

appears  broicen ;  that  objects  appear  distorted  fee(-- particularly  fevers,  small-pox,  and  odior 
friien  seen  through  a  crodced  pane  of  glass ;  that     infectious  disorders—might  be  prevented  by  Ae 

a  firii  in  the  water  appears  much  nearer  the  sur-  diffusion  of  knowledge  in  relation  to  their  M* 

Ace  Ann  it  actually  is ;  and  that  a  skilfiil  marks-  ture,  their  causes,  and  the  means  of  preventioB. 

man,  in  shooting  at  it,  must  aim  considerably  It  cannot  have  been  overlooked,  in  Ae  view  oC 

below  Ae  place  which  it  seems  to  occupy.    It  the  intelligent  observer,  Aat  fevers  and  oAv 

b  owing  to  Ae  refiractive  power  of  Ae  atmoe-  infectious  disorders  generally  spread  wiA  Ae 

phere,  that  Ae  sun  b  seen  before  he  rises  above  greatest  facility  and  make  Ae  most  dreedAI 

Ae  borixon  in  Ae  morning,  and  after  he  sinks  havoc  among  Ae  lower  orders  of  society.  TUt 

tiiiA  it  in  Ae  woaings  Ait  we  MomUmm  if  owfa^,  b  part,  to  the  dUi^  flate  famlM 
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ev!iw«c5  are  kept,  every  part  of  which  af-  substance,  and  inakori  little  impros!«},»n  on  the 
xb  proper  maicriaLs  tot  the  pruJiictiou  and  organs  of  sen-i',  ihi'v  st>i-iii  loar:  as  if  it  hadn.» 
*oi«  of  ptruiU'olial  etfliiria,  and  their  igno-  existoncTf.  Il-nco  wo.  find,  iha'  n  i  atten:i-^n  i-i 
ire  of  the  imptYnance  of  pure  aimosphcricol  paid  by  the  \owvt  orders  uf  s«x:ir.ty  to  the  pro- 
roanimaLl  lift-,  and  the  cnnieqiieni  necessity  prr  vcirilaiiiin  of  ihrir  njjurtniL'uts.  In  »onur 
aily  rrn:ila:in2  their  apartments. '  It  is  also  ca>cs,  thr  windijw.-*  nf  tli»*ir  h'»u^H■i  are  ho  fixr.) 
Q^ui  a  ^p.'al  nioa:sart!  to  the  cuslom  of  per-  in  tin-  walls  as  to  bt*  iiicaiuihic  of  being  opMK  l ; 
I  crowding  into  the  chambi-rs  of  those  who  and  in  othor  ca-'es,  whcrr  the  windows  are 
iahourln^  umler  such  infectioiH  diseases,  moveable,  they  ans  seMom  openf:.!,  rxcpt  by 
tienrby  n-jl  only  iiicrea.>in^  the  xtptnaih  of  accident,  for  \viM«k<  and  i>.iin(lH  tt^jjitlji-r  ;  uii  i 
rdectious  Tiru«,  but  absorbin<>;  a  purtiiin  of     wltu  it  not  that  a  duor  and  a  rhinnio)  aro  to  he 

their  own  bsxiitj^,  t.)  spread  its  baleful  in-  f>und  in  every  liabitable  aparinu-nf,  the  air 
ce  in  a  wider  circle.     S'ich  a  conduct  fre-     would  be  rendereii  in  many  instancrs  absolutely 

:ly  proceeiU  from  a  want  of  cimvicsiim  of  unfit  for  respiration.     Crowd.s  of  tail.irs,  wt-a- 

nfec'.iofiu  nature  of  such   disorder:!,  and  very,   shoemakers,  and  other  mvciianics,  eni- 

ivn-jrance  of  the  rapid  manner  in  which  ployed  in  sedentary  (H;cupatiiMH,  arij  frei]uently 

are  s-HnoluH'M  co:nmunicated  from  one  to  pent  up  in  clo'ie.anJ  .si^netiines  damp  apart- 

ler.  as  well  a«from  thai  ob:<tinacy  and  from  nient.<<,  from  morning  till  evening,  without  ever 

iavderate  prejudices  which  arc  always  thinking  of  opening  tlu  ir  windows  for  a  iiingle 

:c  Mnpanimentjf  of  ignorance.    Though  the  half  hour  fur  the  aihni-!'»ion  of  fresh  air;   and 

nr  iii>cula:i>»a  has  b'.'eii  proved  by  experi-  consequently,  are  coiiiinually  breathing  an  at- 

to  bo  an  effectual  preventive  of  lliat  loath-  ni«>spherc  highly  inipre^^nated  with  the  noxious 

and  often  fatal  dis^^nler,  the  imall-pox,  yet  gas  omitted  from  tin;  lungs,  and  the  etiluvia  per- 

u-.Ti  in  the  lower  ronkiof  life  caimutyut  be  spired  from  their  l>.Klior-,  w^hich  is  most  sensibly 

laded  to  use  thiH  j>implo  preventive,  and  felt  by  its  hot  sufr>rating  smell,  when  a  person 

"aiher  run  the  risk  of  experiencmg  all  its  from  the  open  air  enters  into  such  apartments, 

reeable  and  dangerous  etfecubothon  their  TIic  sallow  complexity  of  such  {M^rsons  plainly 

p^nooM  and  on  ihono  of  their  offspring,  indicates  tlio  enervating  effects  produced  by  the 

r  obstinate  pre md ices,  in  tliis  and  similar  air  they  broatlic ;  and  although  its  pernicious 

•v^,  are  increased  by  their  false  views  and  effects   may  not  be  sensibly  felt,  it  gradually 

tnin^  respecting  the  d(K:trine  of  the  divine  preys  upon  their  con>iitmions,  and  ofien  pro- 

«s,  anl  the  providence  of  the  Almighty,  duces  incurable  asthmas,  fevers,  consumptions, 

r  imagine,  tiiat  to  in<luce  one  species  of  and  otlier  dangerous  disorders,  which  are  fre- 

.:e  fjr  the  prevention  of  another  is  attempt-  quently  imputed  to  other  causes.    Nothing  is 

•  lake  thr*  siA'eminent  of  the  world  out  of  more  easy  than  to  open  the  windows  of  an 
iitiii  uf  the  Great  tr,  and  that  no  m»^ans  of  apartment,  and  other  ap'-Ttures  that  commimi- 
ii:ini  dL-^nlon^  can  be  of  a:iy  avail,  if  the  cafe  with  the  external  air,  at  n.eal  liour.s,  when 
.  14.^  •itherwi'Ji;  dorree-1 :  not  c<jn.sidering  tin*  room  is  empty,  in  i»rdcr  to  e.xpol  the  conta- 
l^i*;  Aiiui.'hty  jfovfrrn-*  the  wurld  he  has  miualed  air,  and  ailmit  tlx;  pire  vital  (luid.  No 
■:  I  r>y  reii.iUr  and  invsu'iable  laws,  and  ac-  me  .'icin«.'  or  restorative  is  cheaper  or  of  more 
iL-hes  Jiis dcrree*  tiirou^h  the  intorvention  impDrlanot.' to  health  and  vigour  ihoji  pure  atmos- 
■jtC  i^c  ju  lary  causes,  b'»t!»  natural  and  pherieal  air;  yet,  hrcause  it  costs  nothing,  it  is 
,  wiiirh  are  continually  oi)eraMng  in  tlie  little  regarded.  Hints  and  admonitions  in  re- 
>:  J  ui I  inrelhxlual  world.  Were  general  f'^^rence  to  this  point  arc  seldom  attended  to; 
III  1^1^  in-jrt:  extcn.Mvely   ditfused,  an  J  the  for  ignorance  is  always  proud  and  obstinate, 

I  'jf  t.V:  innltitud'.  habituated  to  jnsl  prin-  and  the   inconveniences    snppijscd,  in   certain 

an<i  ni'idcs  of  reasoning,  such  fallacious  case?*,  to  flow  from  the  practice  of  vrntilating 

)ind  I  ipinions  wuiild  bo  speedily  dissipated,  particular  apartin/nts  are  sclJoin  attenqitcd  to 

:irj''e.piiiitly  th'jse  physical  evils  anil  disi>r-  he  rnmedii-d.     If   is.  therefore,  pre ^unieil,  that 

^iii'ih  they  produce  would  be  in  a  «reat  were  a  knowledge  of"  the  nature  .of  the  atmos- 

ire  prevenled.  phere,  of  iIk;  ingredients  that  enter  in'.o  its  com- 

lin,  I.*  ignorance  wo  must  likewise  attri-  position,  <»f  its  ii»ilispensahle  necessity  for  the 

m  a  gri«ai  measure,  the  pcrnicwus  ^ect»  support  and  invigoration  of  animal  life,  of  the 

ilMU/i'iUd  air  in  dweUins-hotue^.      Pure  circumstances  by  wliicli  it  i.s  deteriorated,  and 

essi-ntiiily  nqui-iiie  to   the   htahh  and  <»f  the  baneful  effects  which  are  protluccd  by  its 

r  of  the  animal  svsN/m  as  wholesome  f)«xl  contamination,  more  widelv  diffused,  its  use  and 

rir«k.     Wiiori  roniaminated  by  stagnation,  importance  would  be  more  duly  appreciated,  and 

i-athinjf,  bv  rt.-es  ur  candles,  it  operates  as  the  disorders  which  flow  from  the  circumstances 

*  p-ii^on.'and   gradually  undermines  Uie  now  stated  effectually  i)revenled.* 
D  C'Ki'ititurion  ;  vet  nothing  is  less  attended 

the  econunv  of"  health  by  the  great  majo-        '  The  following  fact  shows,  I  n  an  ImprcsMvcman- 

.^  HI  «ii_»  VI  /         B    ,     .    J  ner,  the  dnngor  nnsliic  from  the  want  of  a  free  cir- 

<  mankind.     Because  air  is  an  invisible  culaUon and freqUeni change  of  air.    "In  the  lying- 
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Much  benefit  might  also  be  prevented,  were  warmth,  an  opposite  course  is  most  fireqoead] 

a  knowUdge  of  the  means  of  restoring  suspended  pursued,  which  is  supposed  to  be  one  arooof  Ikl 

antmoiion,  in  cases  of  drowning,  strangulatioa,  many  existing  causes  of  hydrocephalus  or  waM 

Ice,  generally  disseminated.     As  prompt  mea-  in  the  brain.     Instead  of  allowing  the  first  mB 

Bures  in  such  cases  are  absolutely  necessary,  that  is  secreted,  which  nature  has  endowed  wii 

many  fatal  effects  have  happened  from  the  delay  a  purgative  quality,  to  stimulate  the  bowabyi 

occasioned  by  medical  assistance  having  been  is  a  common  practice,  immediately  on  the  bM 

At  a  distance ;  whicb  might  have  been  prevented,  of  a  child,  to  administer  a  variety  of  purgatifi 

had  the  proper  means  of  resuscitation  been  medicines  inclose  succession,  "  as  if,"  sayi  I 

known  and  immediately  resorted  to  by  the  per-  modem  writer,  **  to  prove  that  it  has  arrived  ii 

sons  present  at  such  a  juncture.     Were  the  na-  a  world  of  phy5ic  and  of  evils."     Instead  i 

Uire  and  importance  of  the  function  ofperspiror-  being  exposed  to  the  invigorating  effects  of  pv 

tion  generally  known  and  attended  to,  it  might  air,  and  kept  in  a  moderate  degree  of  tempen 

likewise  be  Qie  means  uf  preventing  those  dis-  ture,  they  are  too  frequently  confined  to  a  In 

eases  and  disasters  which  flow  from  making  contaminated  atmosphere,  which  relaxes  iM 

sudden  transitions  from  heat  to  cold,  which  are  solids,  impedes  their  respiration,  and  freqae^ 

the  origin  of  many  fatal  disorders  among  the  induces  fatal  convulsions.*  These  are  but  a  ftl 

labouring  classes.    If  a  man  is  thoroughly  con-  examples  out  of  many  which  couUf  be  prodooi 

vinced  that  more  than  the  one^ialf  of  what  he  of  the  improper  treatment  of  children,  frtf 

eats  and  drinks  is  thrown  off  by  insensible  per-  which  multitudes  of  painful  complaints  and  dii 

spiration,  he  will  at  once  see  the  importance  of  gerous  disorders  derive  their   origin.      It  i 

avoiding  every  practice  and  every  circumstance  thereftn'e  reasonable  to  believe,  that  were  fi 

which  has  a  tendency  to  obstruct  the  operations  neral  information  on  such  topics  extensively  m 

of  this  important  function.  seminated,  and  a  more  rational  mode  of  nuiliv 

The  last  example  I  ihall  mention,  though  not  during  the  first  years  of  infancy  adopted,  ■! 

of  the  least  importance,  is  the  fatal  effects  pro-  only  fatal  disorders,  but  many  subsequent  dii 

duced  by  ignorance  oS  tike  proper  mode  of  treating  eases  in  life,  might  either  be  wholly  preveotd 

children  d»aing  theJSrst  stages  qf  tt^anty.    It  is  a  or  at  least  greatly  mitigated, 

fact  deduced  from  the  annual  registers  of  the  We  have  likewise  reason  to  condude,  thtti 

dead,  that  one-half  the  number  of  children  bom,  general  dissemination  of  knowledge,  by  direct 

die  under  seven  years  of  age.     This  extraordi-  ing  the  mind  to*intellectual  enjoyments,  m 

nary  mortality  is  universally  imputed,  by  medi-  lessening  the  desire  for  sensual  pleasives,  wsai 

cal  writers,  to  wrong  management  during  the  lead  to  habits  of  sobriety  and  temperanee.    U 

first  and  second  yean  of  their  infancy,  and  the  temperance  has  perhaps  been  productive  e 

practice  of  giving  anodyne  aromatic  medicines,  more  diseases,  misery,  and  fatal  accidents,  Ihs 

Instead  of  clothing  infants  in  such  a  manner  as  all  the  other  causes  1  have  now  specified.    1 

to  give  free  scope  for  the  exercise  of  all  the  vital  has  benumbed  the  intellectual  faculties,  debiM 

functions,  as  soon  as  they  are  ushered  into  the  the  affections,  perverted  the  moral  powers,  4n 

worldt  the  midwives  and  officious  matrons  fre-  graded  man  below  the  level  of  the  brutes,  n 

quently  vie  with  each  other  to  improve  upon  na-  has  carried  along  with  it  a  train  of  evils  4n 

ture,  by  attempting  to  model  the  head  and  to  structive  to  the  happiness  of  families,  and  telii 

strengthen  the  lim^  by  the  application  of  fillets,  harmony  and  order  of  social  life.     Wherevi 

rollers,  and  swaddling-bands,  of  several  yards  intemperance  prevails,  a  barrier  is  interpoM 

in  length ;  thus  loading  and  binding  them  with  to  every  attempt  for  raising  man  from  the  stal 

clothes  equal  to  their  own  weight,  to  the  mani-  of  moral  and  intellectual  degradation  into  uriuR 

fest  injury  of  the  motions  c^  their  bowels^  lungs,  he  has  sunk,  and  for  irradiating  his  mind  «il 

Umbs,  and  other  animal  functions.     Instead  of  substantial  knowledge.     But  were  the  mind  i 

covering  the  head  with  a  thin  single  cap,  and  early  life  imbued  with  a  relish  for  knowledi 

keying  the  extremities  in  a  moderate  degree  of  and  mental  enjoyments,  it  would  tend  to  wlu 

draw  it  from  those  degrading  associations  u 

in  hospital  of  Dublin,  two  thousand  nine  hundred  ?"?"»*-  r'*^**^*^  ^^^  ^  «^""*"y»  debaucher 

and  forty-four  Infants,  out  of  seven  thousand  six  and  drunkenness,    and    consequently  prev« 

hundred  and  fifty,  died  In  the  year  17SS,  within  the  those  dbeases,  accidents,  and  mberios,  whii 

lint  fortnljfht  flrom  their  birth.     They  almost  all  ;__,,:,ki«  AJUtv  in  tli<i;i>  *-«;»      A.tk.  k..«. 

expired  m  convulsions ;  many  foamcl  at  the  mouth ;  ^variably  foUow  m  their  train.     As  the  huai 

thftlr  thurotM  were  drawn  into  the  palms  of  their  mmd  iscontmually  m  quest  of  happmesaofa 

hands ;  their  Jaws  were  locked ;  their  faces  swelled ;  descripUon    or  another,  so  multitudes  of  tl 

and  they  presented,  In  a  greater  or  less  degree,  '^j.  •  j,         v..ij.j 

every  appearance  of  suffocation.    Tlils  last  clrcum-  yo«ng  and  mexperienced  have  been  led  to  d 

stance  at  last  produced  on  Inquiry  whether  the  vote  themselves  to  the  pursuit  of  sensual  pie 

rooms  were  not  too  cIom  and  Insufficiently  venU-  -«,«!««« their  chief  and  ultimate  ohiert  lMM*an 

lated.   The  apartments  of  the  boaplui  were  rcn-  «"'«•"»«»'  cniei  and  ultimate  oDject,l>ecaa 

dsred  more  airy;  and  tlio  consequence  has  been,  they  nave  no  conception  of  emoyment  fron  M 

thai  the  proportion  of  deaths,  accoriinf  to  the  re- 

fMen  or  succeeding  yean.  Is  diminished  firom  Ouve 

JifM:"  *8MUMpno6dlBfaoli. 
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ndmaty  md  patieni  thought^  that  ho  by  the  circumstance  ciT  an  apple  falling;  upon  the 
Ljeci  uikler  cunsideratiou  consiuiitly  Iiead,  ks  he  was  sitting  under  a  tree  in  his  gar-- 
,  and  waited  till  the  first  dawnin«  den,  which  led  lo  the  discovery  of  the  grand 
dnx'ly,  by  liule  and  httle,  into  a  full  principle  whi<:h  unites  the  greHt  bodies  of  the 
ght.'*  Had  this  ilhMtrinus  philofsrt-  universe.  The  wuil-known  Mr.  James  Fer- 
<?m  of  barbarous  parenis  in  the  wilds  guson,  author  of  several  popiilar  treatises  on 
-had  he  been  placed  in  ciraimstanccs  astronomy  and  nio<-hanical  philosophy,  invented 
•rent  from  tiiose  in  which  he  actually  a  system  of  meclianics,  and  ascertained  the 
lad  Dot  h'ls  attention,  by  sonic  casual  laws  of  the  diflerent  mechanical  powers,  when 
been  direcled  to  the  grand  object  only  ei;;ht  years  of  age,  and  l>efure  he  knew 
bCcomplisheU,  in  all  probability,  his  that  any  trcatiMe  hod  ever  been  written  on  that 
nerer  have  ranged  through  ihe  ce-  subj^>.c.l.  The  accidi*ntal  circumstance  of  see- 
as,  nor  have  discovered  the  laws  of  ing  hb  father  lift  up  the  roof  of  his  cottage,  by 
ry  motions.  meaa^  of  a  prop  and  lever,  6r8t  direct<Kl  his 
iportant  scientific  facts  require  only  mind  to  theite  subjects,  in  which  he  afterwords 
mbination  of  circurostancfs  to  bring  mode  many  useful  improvements, 
view  of  any  commoo  observer.  To  If,  then,  it  be  admitted,  that  an  extraordinary 
s  phases  crff  tlie  planet  Venus,  the  deijree  of  intellectual  energy  and  acumen  is  not 
'  Jupiter,  and  the  elliptical  figure  of  necessary,  in  every  instance,  for  making  useful 
9r  the  telescope  was  invented,  re-  discoveries, — that  the  concentration  of  the  men- 
iooinmonp«wers  either  of  vision  or  of  tal  faculties  on  particular  objects,  and  tlie  va- 
Saiileo,  who  first  brought  these  ^cts  rious  circumstances  in  wliich  individuals  may 
werer  aupehor  the  &cnlties  he  ao-  be  placed,  have  led  to  the  discovery  of  imix>r- 
ssed.  It  only  required,  that  he  had  tant  facts,— it  will  folknv,  that  the  exertion  of 
Knowledge  of  the  existence  of  these  the  ordinary  powers  of  intellect  possessed  by 
c»die8,  that  his  mind  was  interested  the  mass  of  society  is  nifficicnt  for  the  purpose 
wioii  of  science,  and  that  he  foresaw  of  prosecu:ing  scieniificdiscoveries,  and  that  the 
y  twat  new  and  interesting  facts  more  Uie  number  of  scientific  observers  and  expe- 
iscovered  by  directing  his  new  in-  rimenlers  is  increased  among  the  inferior  ranks 
niment  to  the  starry  regions.  And  of  sociuty,  the  niort*  extensively  will  interesting 
le  had  descried  from  his  observatory  facts  and  analo^rics  be  aacertained,  from  which 
slestial  wonders,  every  other  person  new  aiMl  important  principles  of  science  may  be 
OS  of  \ision  were  not  impaired,  with  deduced. 

be,  might  discover  the  same  objects.         A  n  ample  field  still  remains  for  the  exertion  of 

3t  of  the  qualifications  which  Galileo  all  the  energies  of  the  human  mind.     The  sci- 

:h«:  telescope  mi?i)t  have  long  re-  enres  are,  as  yet,  far  removed  from  perfection  ; 

tlic  hands  of  thousands  before  sucii  some  of  them  have  but  lately  commenced  their 

had  been  made  ;  and  it  is  a  fact,  progress,  and  some  <^  their  elementary  prin- 

the  tele!»copc  was  in  use  a  consider-  ciples  still  require  to  be  established  by  future 

pf.ire  Giili.'co  marie  his  discoveries,  observation!*.      The  objects   of  nature  which 

111  previously  thought  of  directing  it  sciciicc  embraces  are  almost  infinite ;  the  cx- 

>s  ;  at  any  rate,  no  di-scoveries  had  istence  of  many  of  tliese  objects  has  not   yet 

by  it  in  the  heavens.  been  di:scovered,  and  much  less  their  multiplied 

ovcry  of  new  truths  in  the  sciences,  r'*lationii  and  combinations.     The  researches  of 

s  not,  in  mi>st  instances,  to  he  as-  ages  are  still  requisite,  in  order  thoroughly  to 

e  exertions  of  extraordinary  powers  explure  tlie  universe,  and  bring  to  view  its  hid- 

;  but,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases,  den  wonders.     In  order  to  bring  to  light,  as 

liar  series  of  events  that  may  occur  speedily  as  possible,  the  undiscovered  trutlis  cf 

of  certain  individuals,  to  the  various  science,  we   must  endeavour  to  increase   llic 

:es  and  situations  in  which  ihcy  may  number  of  those  who  shall  devote  theroEelves, 

0  the  different  aspects  in  which  cer-  either  wholly  or  in  part,  to  scientific  invcsliga- 
may  be  presented  to  their  view,  and  tion  and  research.  And,  were  this  object  at- 
to  certain  casual  hints  or  occur-  tained,  in  all  probaliility,  the  number  of  useful 

ch  directed  their  attention  to  parti-  truths  and  facts  which  would  be  discovered, 

-f.     A  spectacle-maker's  boy,  by  an  would  be  nearly  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 

szperiment,  led  to  the  invention  of  those  whose  attention  is  directed  to  such  rc- 

« ;  the  remaiic  of  a  fountain- player,  searches. 
mJ  that  water  could  rise  only  to  thirty-         This  might  be  illustrated  from  the  history  of 

1  the  tubes  of  a  forcing  engine,  led  tlie  past  progress  of  science.  In  those  ages, 
cahuilate  the  gravity  of  the  air.  when  only  a  few  solitary  individuals,  here  and 

Lttention  was  first  directed  to  a  pro-  there,  directed  their  attention  to  such  pursuiu, 

ircfa  into  the  laws  of  failing  bodies,  litde  or  no  progress  waa  made  in  the  various 
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views,  I  shall  now  proceed  to  illustrmte  the  wrefaeU.  deduced  either  from  simple  obf 

IKMition,  tion  and  experiment,  or  from  a  comparisos 

That  a  general  dfffkeion  of  knowledge  would  series  of  phenomena  and  experiments  with 

tend  to  the  rtxpid  advancement  of  univereal  td-  other.     Now,  every  comparison  we  mak 

tnee.  tween  two  or  more  objects  or  ideas,  is  an  i 

We  are  placed  in  the  midst  of  a  scene  where  the  mind  affirming   a  resemblance  or  i 

a  vast  multiplicity  of  objects  solicits  our  atten-  greement  between  the  objects  compared ;  ^ 

tion.     WheUier  we  look  around  on  the  surface  affirmation,  if  deduced  from  a  clear  view  < 

of  the  earth,  or  penetrate  into  its  bowels,  or  objecu  presented  to  the  mind  or  senses,  j 

turn  our  eyes  upwards  to  the  surrounding  at-  declaration  c^  a  fact, 

mosphere  and  the  vault  of  heaven,  we  perceive  If  the  above  sentiments  are  just,  it  wil 

an  immease  variety  of  beings,  celestial  and  low,  that  every  person  possessed  <^ an  ord 

terrestrial,  animated  and  inanimated,  oontinu-  share  of  understanding,  and  vi^ose  orgai 

ally  varying  their  aspects  and  positions,  all  dif^  sensation  are  in  a  sound  state,  is  capabie  < 

fcring  from  each  other  in  certain  points  of  view,  quiring  all  the  leading  truths  of  the  most  i 

yet  connected  together  by  various  relations  and  sciences,  since  he  enjoys  the  senses  and  ( 

resemblances.  ties  requisite  for  the  observation  of  facts 

Science,  in  the  most  general  and  extensive  for  comparing  them  with  one  another.    A 

sense  of  the  term,  consists  in  a  perception  of  >uch  a  person  is  capable  of  receiving  inl 

the  resemblances  and  differences,  or  the  re  I  a-  mind  truths  abready  ascertained,  he  is  als 

lions  which  these  objects  have  to  one  another,  the  same  reason,  qualified  for  discovering 

and  to  us  as  rational  beings.    To  ascertain  the  truths  or  facts,  provided  he  be  placed  m 

almost  infinite  number  of  relations  which  sub-  circumstances  as  shall  have  a  tendency  tc 

sistamongtheimmensovariety  of  objects  which  sent  the  objects  of  his  pursuit  in  the  de 

compose  the  material  and  intellectual  tmiverse,  point  of  view ;  that  he  have  an  of^MwtonJ 

requires  an  immense  multitude  of  observations,  surveying  them  on  all  sides,  and  that  his  i 

comparisons,  and  deductions  to  be  made  by  a  tion  be  firmly  riveted  on  their  several  as 

vast  number  of  observers  placed  in  varioos  cir-  snd  relations.    That  (Hie  man,  therefore,  c 

Cttmstances  and  positioBs ;  or,  in  other  words,  another  in  these  respects,  is  chiefly  owi 

the  dieeooery  ^f  on  Mimeiue  mnn&er  of  fadta.  his  mind  being  more  particularly  directed! 

All  science  may  therefore  be  considered  as  contemplation  of  certain  objects  and  relit 

r>unded  on.^icC«;  and  perhaps  there  would  be  and  his  mental  Acuities  concentrated  npont 

few  exceptions  to  the  truth  of <the  position,  were  When  a  person,  devoted  to  scientific  invsi 

we  to  assert,  that  the  most  suMime  truths  and  ti<Mi,  discovers  a  new  fact,  it  is  not,  in  tb< 

deductions,  in  every  science,  when  stripped  of  jority  of  instances,  because  he  possesses  pc 

all  their  adventitious  circumstances,  simplified,  of  intellect  and  organs  of  sensation  super) 

and  expressed  in  the  plainest  and  most  perspi-  the  ordinary  endowments  oi  homanity,  bi 

cuous  terms,  may  be  reduced  to  so  many  fiicts.  cause  he  was  placed  in  different  ciremnata 

This  position  micht  be  illustrated,  were  it  ne-  and  had  his  attenticoi  directed  to  differei 

cessary,  by  an  induction  of  particulars  from  the  jocts,  and  was  thus  enabled  to  perceive 

various  branches  of  mathematical  and  physical  tions  and  combinations  which  haid  been  c 

science.    That  "  a  whole  is  greater  than  any  unnoticed  by  others,  or  which  were  place 

of  its  parts,"— that "  the  square  described  on  yond  the  range  of  their  observatioB.     Qi 

the  hypothenuse  of  a  right-angled  triangle  is  then,  which  is  generally  attributed  to  sueh 

equal  to  the  sum  of  the  squares  described  on  its  racters,  may  be  considered  as  consisting 

remaining  sides,"  are  facts,  the  one  deduced  concentration  of  the  rays  of  intellect  npa 

from  observation  or  simple  intuition,  the  other  particular  object,  art,  or  science,  arising  fi 

from  a  series  of  comparisons.    That  the  sun  is  lively  taste  we  feel  fbr  that  particular  sUid; 

the  centre,  around  which  the  planetary  bodies  may  be  compared  to  a  Inarning  lene,  wbsr 

revolve,— that  a  projectile  describes  a  para-  scattered  rays  of  light  are  rendered  poa 

bolic  curve,— that  the  velocities  of  falling  bodies  by  being  collected  into  a  point, 

are  in  proportion  to  the  spaces  run  over,— that  In  so  far,  then,  as  we  are  able  to  dirM 

fluids  press  in  all  directions,— that  the  pressure  faculties  of  the  mind— 4iowever  roodermie 

o(  the  atmosphere  will  support  a  column  of  gree  o(  vigour  they  may  possess    to  tbe 

water  to  the  height  of  above  thirty  feet, — that  contemplation  of  scientific  objects,  in  so&i 

die  elastic  spring  of  the  air  is  equivalent  to  the  we  expect  that  new  relations  will  be  diseov 

force  which  compresses  it, — that  the  angle  of  and  new  truths  elicited.    Sir  Isaac  Newtoi 

incidence  of  a  ray  ot  light  is  equal  to  the  angle  one  day  asked,  **  How  he  had  diseoTm 

of  refleetioDf— 4hat  the  north  pole  of  one  mag-  true  system  of  the  universe  V*    Ha  N] 

net  will  attract  the  south  pole  of  another,— that  "  By  continually  thinking  upon  it.**     H« 

th«  ftir  wa  braatha  is  a  composition  of  oxygen  frequently  heard  to  declare,  that  "  if  hs 

aadaitoQfn;cadavirMtjofiiBulvtrad!%-->  done  tha  worid  aaj  sarviMy  it  wm  doe  I 
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fUng  bat  trndmUry  ami  patierU  Aougktf  that  ho  by  the  circumi^tanro  of  an  apple  fallin^r  upon  the 

krpc  the  fukjec:  undrr  run^ideratioii  constaiirly  head,  a-*  lit*  wuj^  sitring  uruior  a  trut-  in  his  gar-- 

be&re  him,  anJ  waitcil  till  the  first  dawnin;;  den,  whicli  kd  tu  iiw  diffcovcry  of  the  graud 

opened  gradually,  by  little  and  little,  into  a  fuil  principle  which  unites  tlio  ^eal  budies  of  the 

aiid  rSrar  Light."     Had  this  illiMtritms  pItilosiH  univer^ts      The  wfii-knowu  Mr.  James   Fvr- 

pherl>et-ab:inii)fbarbaro«u  parents  in  the  wilds  g'lson,  author  i>r  several  pupitlar  treatises  on 

of  Afriot, — had  he  been  placed  in  circiimKlariccs  as-trunniny  and  nicchanical  philosophy,  invented 

widely  diiferr nt  from  tliiKe  in  which  he  actually  a  sviitein  of  nK"-.!;anic'i,  ancl   sutcertained  the 

tuAcdtOr  had  not  his  attention, by srmieca'^ual  laws  of  the  diifer'>nt  mechanical  fK)wers,  when 

ciccurrence,  been  direc:eJ  to  the  grand  object  only  ei;;hl  years  tif  age,  and  befi^re  he  kn«rw 

which  he  accomplished,  in  all  probability,  his  that  any  trrariso  hnd  over  been  written  on  that 

■ind  would  D^yer  have  ranged  through  the  ce-  subj'.-ct.     The  accuicntal  circumstance  of  set>- 

lestial  re^ioiM,  nor  have  discovered  tlie  laws  of  ing  his  father  lift  up  the  roof  of  his  cottage,  by 

tjbe  planctmry  motioiw.  means  of  a  prop  and  lever,  first  directed   his 

Many  important  scientific  facts  require  only  mind  to  these  Huhj«-cts,  in  which  ho  afterwards 

a  eertain  couibinatioci  of  circumstancj^s  to  bring  made  many  useful  iniprovements. 

then  to  th«  view  of  any  common  observer.    To  If,  then,  it  be  silmitted,  that  an  extraordinary 

ditcowr  the  piiases  oT  the  planet  Venus,  the  det.'ree  t)f  intcllt^ctual  energy  and  acumen  is  nut 

saleliiies  of  Jupiter,  and  the  elliptical  figure  of  necessary,  in  every  instance,  for  making  useful 

Saiiim,  al^er  the  te'escopo  was  invented,  re-  discoveries,— that  the  concentration  of  the  men- 

qaired  DO  uncommon  pewers  either  of  vision  or  of  tal  facuUies  on  particular  objects,  and  tlio  va- 

iaicUect  in  Galileo,  who  first  brought  these  facts  rious  circumstances  in  which  individuals  may 

t>t  view,  however  miperior  tlie  &ciilties  he  ac-  be  placed,  have  led  to  the  discovery  of  imirar- 

lually  posseiised.     It  oaW  required,  that  he  had  tant  facts, — it  will  follow,  that  the  exertion  of 

a  previoue  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  those  the  ordinary  powers  of  intellect  possessed  by 

pianetary  bodies,  that  his  mind  was  interested  the  mass  of  society  is  sufficient  for  the  puri>use 

ia  the  extension  of  science,  and  that  he  foresaw  of  prosecu:  ing  scient  ific  discoveries,  and  that  tlic 

i  probobibry  that  new  and   interesting  facts  ni<>re  tlie  number  of  scientific  observers  and  expe- 

■itfat  be  discovered  by  directing  his  new  in-  rimeniers  in  increased  among  the  inferior  ranks 

failed  iaitrument  to  the  starry  rogicHis.    And  of  socif ty,  liic  iiior*.*  extensively  will  interesting 

vfaeaonce  he  had  descried  fi^nhis  observatory  facts  and  analo;jies  be  ascertained,  from  which 

meh  new  celestial  wonders,  every  other  person  new  aiKl  important  principles  of  science  may  be 

whose  organs  of  virion  wore  not  impaired,  with  diHliiced. 

i  similar  tube,  might  discover  the  same  objects.  A  Q  ample  field  still  rcfflaius  for  the  exertion  of 

Yet,  for  want  of  the  qualifications  which  Galileo  all  the  energies  of  the  human  mind.     The  sci- 

porir9i.4cd,  the  telescope  mijrht  have  long  re-  ences  arc,  as  yet,  far  removed  from  perfection  ; 

nuiued  in  tlie  hands  of  tliousau(U  before  such  hoiiio  of  them  have  but  lately  commenced  their 

discoveries  tia<l  been  made ;  and  it  is  a  fact,  progress,  and  some  <^  their  elementary  prin- 

that  iliau;;h  the  telescope  was  in  uso  a  consider-  ci|»lca  still  require  to  be  established  by  future 

ablo  time  beC>re  Galileo  made  his  discoveries,  ol«si'rvatiuni(.      The  objects   of  nature  which 

no  person  had  previously  tiiougl it  of  directing  it  sciewcc  embraces  are  almost  infmite;  the  ex- 

t'l  the  planets  ;  at  any  rate,  no  di3C0Vcries  had  istence  of  many  of  tliese  objects  has  not   yet 

bt-ea  made  by  it  in  the  heavens.  been  db^ovured,  and  much  loss  their  nuihiplied 

The  «iiscovcry  of  new  truths  in  the  sciences,  r''latii>ns  and  combinations.     The  researclu-s  of 

therfril»re,  is  not,  in  most  instances,  to  be  as-  ages  are  still  requisite,  in  order  thoroughly  to 

rribed  to  the  exerti^msof  extraordinary  powers  explore  the  universe,  and  bring  to  view  its  hid- 

of  intellect;  but,  in  a  great  majority  of  cases,  den  wonders.     In  order  to  bring  to  light,  as 

to  the  peculiar  series  ^  events  that  may  ocxur  speedily  as  possible,  the  undiscovered  truths  r.f 

ia  the  case  of  certain  individuals,  to  the  various  science,  we  must  endeavour  to  increase   the 

circumstances  and  situations  in  which  they  may  number  uf  those  who  shall  devote  themselves, 

be  placed,  to  thedUferent  aspects  in  which  cer-  either  wholly  or  in  part,  to  scientific  invesliga- 

tain  objecU  may  be  presented  to  their  view,  and  tion  and  research.    And,  were  this  object  at- 

sometimcfl    to  certain  casual  hints  or  occur-  tained,  in  all  probability,  the  number  of  uycfiil 

rcoces  which  directed  their  attention  to  parti-  truUis  and  facts  which  would  be  discovered, 

adar  objects.     A  spectacle- maker's  boy,  by  an  would  be  nearly  in  proportion  to  the  number  of 

accidental  experiment,  led  to  the  invention  of  those  whose  attention  is  directed  to  such  rc- 

tbe  telescope ;  the  remark  of  a  fountain-phiyer,  searches. 

wboobserved  that  water  could  rise  only  to  thirty-  This  might  be  illustrated  from  tlie  history  of 

two  feet  in  the  tubes  of  a  forcing  engine,  led  tlie  past  progress  of  science.     In  those  ages, 

Galileo  to   cakndate  the  gravity  of  the  air.  when  only  a  few  solitary  individuals,  here  and 

Newton*s  attention  was  first  directed  to  a  pro-  there,  directed  their  attention  to  such  pursuits, 

feond  research  into  the  laws  of  iallmg  bodies,  liule  or  no  progress  was  made  m  the  various 
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departments  of  human   knowledge;  nay,  some-  tifie  tnrestigaton  now  existing,  tw««ty  i 

times  they  appeared  to  have  Uken  a  retrograde  were  employed  in  surveying  the  various  ioeali- 

course.     During  the  dork  ages,  when  the  hu-  ties,  aspects,  and  operations  of  nature,  m  ikm 

man  mind,  fettered  by  papal  tyranny  and  super-  anima!,  vegetable,  and  mineral  kiogdoiBS,  m 

stition,  and  absorbed  in  sensual  gratifications,  the  suHace  of  the  earth  and  the  ocean,  and  k 

seldom  made  excursions  intathe  regions  of  sci-  the  celestial   regions,    kmndred»  of  new  fiuli 

ence,   no  useful  discoveries  were-  brought  to-  would,  in  all  probability,  be  brought  to  light, 

light,— science  was  not  only  at  a  stand,  bi^  the  for  o«ie  that  is  now  discovered  by   the  pressl 

knowledge  and  improvements  of  preceding  ages  contracted  circle  of  scientiGc  lam  ;  from  wkkk 

were  even  in  danger  of  being  entirely  cibliie-  new  and  in^iortant  conclusions  in  ibe  art*  aad 

rated.    But  no  sooner  had  the  human  intellect  sciences  might  be  deduced* 

burst  its  fetters,  and  the  number  uf  rational  in-  Nor  let  it  be  objected,  that  the  great  bulk  ti 

vestigators  begun  to  increase.— no  sooner  had  mankind,    particularly   the  middling  aud    tbt 

they  formed  thei^elvtrs  into    regular  associ-  lower  ranks  of  society,  are  incapable  of  makvg 

ations  for  scientific  purposes,  than  Science  and  any  important  discoveries  in  science.    If  what 

Art  were  aroused  from  the  slumber  of  ages,  we  have  already  stated  be  correct,   they  an 

and  began  to  move  forward  towards  perfection  possessed  of  all  the  essential  requisitea,  aot  onfy 

with  accelerated  progress.     This  may  easily  for  acquiring  the  elementary  principles  of  knowi* 

be  traced  by  those  who  have  attended  to  the  ledge,  but  also  for  penetratn^  beyond  the  drdt 

history  of  science  during  the  last  160  years,  which  marks  the  present  boundaries  of  scieaot. 

About  the  commeocement  of  this  period,  the  They  are  all  organized  in  nearly  the  same  maa- 

Academy  of  Sciences  at  Pkris,  and  the  Royal  ner,  (a  few  insulated  individuals  only  excepted,) 

Society  of  London-,  were  established.     These  and,  coneequently,  have  nearly  an  equal  apti- 

soon  gave  birth  to  similar  societies  in  almost  rude  for  the  exercise  of  conception,  judgmsiil, 

every  country  in  Europe  f  and  there  can  be  no  and  ratiocination.     They  have  the  sanM  orgaai 

doubt,  that  the  advanced  state  of  knowledge  in  of  sensation,  and  the  same  powers  of  inteUlMl^ 

the  present  day  is  chiefly  to  be  attributed  to  the  as  persons   in  the  highest  ranks  of  socirtyiiP 

investigations  and   discoveries    made    by  the  The  grand  scene  of  the- universe  is  eqnaUyop«i 

members  of  those  associations,  to  their  joint  co*  to  peasants  and  mecfaaaics,  as  to  princes  aaA 

operation  -  in  the  propagation  of  useful  know-  legislators ;  and  they  have  the  same  opportik 

ledge,  and  to  thestimuitM  they  afforded  to  intel- '  nities  of  making  observations  on  the  pheoomeoa 

lectual  pursuits.  of  nature^  and  the  processes  of  art,— oay,  at 

Would  we  then  accelerate  the  march  of  sci-  many  instances,  their  particular  situations,  and 

ence  far  beyond  the  rate  of  its  post  and  present  modes  of  life,  aflS>rd  them  peculiar  advantages 

progress, — would  we  msh  to  extend  its  range  in  these  respects,  which  are  not  enjoyedby  per* 

far  beyond  its  present  boundaries,  nothing  is  so  sons  of  a  superior  rank.     In  short,  they  have 

likely  to  effectuate  this  end,  as  an  increase  of  the  same  iimate  curiosity  and  taste  for  relishiiif 

the  nunriier  of  scieotific  experimenters  and  ob-  such  investigations,  provided  the  path   of  knovf- 

servers.    Let  a  certain  portion  of  rational  in-  ledge  bo  smoothed  before  them,  and  their  al- 

forma'iorr  be  imparted  to  the  great  mass  of  man-  tentiun    thoroughly  directed   to  intellectual  at* 

kind, — let    intellectual   acquirements  be  exhi-  quisitions. 

biteJ  to  thenar  as  the  noblest  objects  of  pursuit,  Nor,  again,  should  it  be  objected,  that  an  al-> 

and  let  them  be  encouraged  to  form  associations,  tention  to  such  objects,  and  an  exquisite  reliilr 

for  the  purpose  of  mutual  improvement  and  sci-  fur  mental  enjoyments,  would  unfit  them  for  tbt 

eotific  research.    By  these  means  their  atlei^  ordinary   duties   of  active   life.    Every  maai 

tion  would  be  directed  to  intellectual  improve-  under  a    well-regulated  government,  enjoys  » 

raent,  a  ta<<te  would  be  excited  for  rational  in-  certain  portion  of  leisure  fi-om  the  duties  of  hli 

vestigations,  which  would  stimulate  tliem    to  station,  which,  in  too  many  instances,  is  wasted 

make  farther  progress ;  they  would  soon  feol  an  cither  in  listless  inaction,  or  in  the  pursuits  of 

interest  in  the  objecta  of  science  ;  they  would  folly  and  dissipation.    This  leisure  is  all  that  is 

listen  with   pleasure  to  the  acoounu  of  disco-  requisite  for    the  purpose  in  view.     It  wouki 

veries  which    are  gradually  brought    to  light  only  be  requbtte  that,  during  its  continuanot, 

throughout  the  different  regions  of  physical  in-  the  train  of  their  thoughts  should  be  directed 

vestigation  ;  and  would  bo  stimulated,  from  a  into  a  channel  which  would  lead  them  to  mora 

laudable  ambition  of  distinguishing  themselves  pleasing   associations,   and    more    subttaDtiil 

at  discoverers,  as  well  as  from  an  innate  Jove  pleasures,  than  the  genera]  current  of  biitntft 

to  the  pursuit  of  knowledge,  to  observe  those  thought  is  calculated  to  produce.    That  tboit 

fects,  to  make  those  researches,  and  to  institute  who  are  in  the  habit  of  exercising  their  (kcuhkl 

those  experiments,  that  might  have  a  tendency  en  rational  subjects  are  thereby  tendered  mora 

to   enlarge    the   drcie    of  human  knowledge,  unfit  for  the  common  business  of  life,  it  woctt 

Ware  the  number  of  such  persons  increased  but  be  absurd  to  suppose.    He  who  habitually  «t- 

ft  tfaouaand-fold,  so  that  for  oreigrtwtDly  tcitii->  ereitmi  his  jodgneot  OO'  acieiitKie  objooit,  to 
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iraiuSf   iiaprovuig  hn  mental  powera,  and  mit'.Tials  have  iindrrganp  sinre  its  nn:;inal  iiir- 

mbC,  from  thii  r*rj  circu  imlance,  be  hetlar  ina  i  >it  — :ui  1  tlin  raiMcii  whioh  have  DperatcNl 

fmOAed  than  och«r4  f  >r  exerciMni^  ihem  in  his  iu  thi;  [>r<>  lactMn  ttC  those  charigeti.     To  deter- 

pirtieiilarlraile  or  pmfe-f«ien.     For  ihe  hahit  of  mi.iu  such  <»bjuct!«,  it  i%  rfqui«iti*  that  au  iin- 

«nr:iD^  the   inteUeciual  facuJ'ic^  in  any  omo  nn'.ntKi  variety  uf  observations  be  made  on  the 

ia^arinent,  m-nt  neccMArily  til  thetn  for  rij^or-  Sitnu,  p«t:iitif>R,  and  arrangement  of  mouutains, 

«H  «xertioa  oo  any  o:her  object,  whether  mo-  — uu   the   b<:tl.i  uf  rivors, — the  intrrii>r  of  ca- 

^anient,  n^eulturait  anrial,  or  donaesiie,   to  verm,— (h<!  rcreiKed  of  ravines,— tlie  tiubterra- 

•iiieh  the  aitentiun   omj  be  directed.      The  neoui  a|»artinLMiL<  of  minus,— the  fismre:!  and 

•rib  which  at  present  derange  the  harmony  of  charms  wiiich  abound  in  Alpine  (iissricts,— anJ 

floctety.  so  &r  from  arising  from  a  vi^rous  ex-  even  on  the  bottom  of  the  ocean,  in  so  far  as  it 

•ffiian  of  intelleet,  are  to  be  ascribf  d,  f<ir  the  caji  bo  explored ;  and  that  a  multttudo  of  factrt 

■Ofil  put,  to  an  oppoeilc  cause.     I'he  intellec-  be  collected  in  relation  to  the  materials  and  |k>- 

laal  powers,  in  tke  case  of  tiie  great  bulk  of  sitiija,  the  olfvati-m  and  inHczion,  the  frat'iioa 

■ankind,  lie  in  n  great  measure  dwroant,  ttiehr  nnd  dislocation  of  tiic  earth*8  strata— calrareoiiH 

tmir^e%  are  not  aulficiently  exerted  iu  any  de^  petrifactions— rai'tallic  reina— dcco«i>osed  rockj 

puimeat  of  nciire  life;  and  when  'WcasionaUy  — 'messua  —  rivers  —  lakes— 4and-bauks—4fa- 

niQsed  from  their  inactivity,  they  are  toofre-  coaata — the  products  of  volcanoes — the  com- 

faeatJy  exercised  in  the  arts  of  deception;  of  position  of  stone,  sand,  and  gravel — the  organic 

■ischief,  and  of  human  deatmction.    To  direct  remains  of  animal  and  vegetable  matter, — ic 

the  curreBt  of  human  thought,  therefore,  into  a  short,  that  the  whole  suiiace  of  the  terraqncrjus 

diflWreni  channel,  besidea  its  influence  on  the  globe,  and  iLs  interior  receaaes,  be  contemplated 

progreis  of  acieoce,  would  be  productive  of  in  every  variety  of  aspect  presented  to  tlie  view 

■any  happy  effects  on  the  social  anil  moral  of  man.     The  observations  hitherto  made   iri 

oundition  of  mankind  ;  and,  as  far  as  my  ezpe<k  reference  to  such  multilariouB  objects  have  been 

rieaee  goee,  with  a  rery  few  exceptions,  I  have  chiefly  confined  to  a  few  regions  of  the  earth, 

(bond,  that  thone  who  are  addicted  to  rational  uid  the  facts  which  have  been  ascertained  with 

parmita  are  the  moat  industrious  and  respect-  any  degree  of  preciaioo,  have  been  collected, 

Ala  membera  of  civil  and  Clu'istian  society.  chiefly  by  a  few  individuals,  within  the  last  fiAy 

The  above  hints  have  been  thrown  out  with  or  sixty  years.    From  such  partial  and  limited 

ibaiMeBtion  e€  showmg,  that,  as  all  science  is  rosearcheH,  general  principles  have  been  de- 

fimnJtfd  on  facts,  and  as  every  person  possessed  duccd,  and  theories  of  the  earth  have  been 

of  the  common  organization  of  human  nature  is  framed,  which  could  only  be  warranted  by  a 

capable  of  observing  (acts,  and  of  comparing  thorough  examination  of  every  region  of  the 

tbciB  with  one  another, — as  the  discovery  of  globe.     Hence  one  theory  of  the  earth  has  suo- 

aew  truths  is  owinc  more  to  the  concentration  cessively  supplanted  another  for  more  than  a 

«f  the  mental  faculties  on  particular  object<«,  and  century  Jtavt.     The  theories  of  Burnet,  Whis- 

la  several  accidental  circumiilaaces,  than  to  the  tun,  XVo'jdward,  Biifl^m,  and  Whileliurst,  have 

czrrtion  of  extraordinary  powers  of  intellect, —  each  had  its  day  and  its  admirers,  but  all  nf 

and  a«  the  sciences  have  generally  im]>roved  in  them  are  now  fast  sinking  into  oblivion,  an<l  in 

propnrJon  to  the  numker  of  those  who  have  do-  the  next  age  will  ho  viewed  only  as  so  many 

voted  themselves  to  their  ctiUivalion, — so  there  philosophical  rhap.44xlies,  and  ingenious  fictidns 

ti  every  reason  to  conclude,  that  the  didusion  of  the  inoai^ination,  wluch  have  no  solid  foumlr.- 

of  general  knowledge  and  ef  scientific  taitu,  tion  in  the  acUial  structure  of  the  earth.     Even 

and  cooaeqtiently,  the  increase  c^  scienUiic  ob-  the  foundations  uf  (ho  Huttonian  and  Wemerian 

■ervers.  would  ensure  the  rapid  advancemi>nt  of  systems,  which  have  clueHy  occupied  the  atten- 

ihe  dilfereat  sciences,  by  an  increase  of  tlio  tion  of  geologists  during  the  last  thirty  years, 

beta  in  relation  to  them  which  woukl  thus  be  are  now  beginning  to  be  shaken,  and  new  syi:- 

dncoverad.  terns  are   constructing  composed  of  the  frag- 
ments of  both.      One  principal  reason  of  this 

I  shall  now  endeavour  to  illustrate  the  posi.  diversity  of  (H>inion  res|>ecting  the  true  theory 

lions  stated  above,  by  a  f^w  examples  in  rclauon  ^^f  tin"  earth,  undoubtedly  is.  that  all  the  faets 

13  t*o  or  three  of  the  physical  sciences.  in  relation  to  th(!  external  and  internal  stnieture 

Ceo/egy. — This  science  is  yet  in  its  infancy ;  of  our  globe  have  never  yet  been  thorou}rhly  e:«- 

a.id  sfKWi  of  i's  first  princi:>les  requir ;  to  be  crm-  plor"d.     Instead  of  retiring  to  the  closet,  and 

Srmei  and  illustrated  by  an  in  luction  of  an  iia-  attempting  to  patch  up  a  theory  with  scattered 

■imse  a'jmber  of  facts  of  various  descripii'ins.  and  di-»jf»inled  fragments,  our  province,  in  the 

It  is  a  branch  of  knowled::e  ah>2oth'T  fjtmiled  mean  time,  is,  to  stand  in  the  attitude  of  snr- 

sjwn  (acts  palpable  to  the  eye  of  every  common  veyors  and  observers,  to  contemplate  every  as- 

sbwirver.     Its  object  i^,  to  investigate  the  inter-  poet  which  terr<«strial  nature  presentK,  to  cr)nect 

tttl  structure  of  the  earth. — the  arrangement  of  the  miintest  facts  which  relate  to  th"  obj-et  in 

iu  C4MBponeat   parts, — the  changea   which  ita  view,  an;i  then  leave  to  succeeding  geocrationa 
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the  task  of  constructing  a  theory  from  the  ma-        N^Uural'^uianf. — It  b  evident  that  I 

terials  we  thus  prepare.  tension  and  improvement  of  this  departn 

Were  we  now  to  suppose,  that,  instead  of  one  knowledge  depends  almost  entirely  on  ob 

obsenrer  of  geological  facts  that  now  exists,  tion.     Although  a  considerable  accessic 

thousands  were  distributed  throughout  the  dif*  of  late  years  been  made  to  our  knowledge 

(crent  continents  and  islands,  having  their  minds  branch  of  study,  yet  much  stiU  remains 

occasionaUy  directed  to  such  investigations  ;  accomplished  before  all  the  objects  it  emi 

that  the  mine.-s  and  labourers  in  coal-pits,  iron-  be  thoroughly  explored.  Our  acquaintanc 

mines,  and  quarries,  not  only  Ln  Europe,  btit  the  zoology,  botany,  and  mineralogy  of 

throughout  Mexico  and  Peru,  in  the  East  and  HoUaud,  Polyneida,  Birmah,  China,  Tt 

West*  Indies,  in  Canada,  in  New  Holland,  in  Thibet,  Africa,  and  America,  is  cxtreir 

Southern  Africa,  in  the  ranges  of  the  Alps,  tKe  mited ;  and  even  within  the  limits  of  £i 

Andes,  the  Himalayas,  and  other  quarters,  ob-  numerous  unexplored  regions  still  lie  open 

served  with  attention  the  various  phenomena  of  future  researches  of  the  natural  historian 

nature  subject  to  their  inspection,  with  this  ol>>  numerous    are  the  objects  and  investig 

ject  in  view ;  that  sailors,  missionaries,  and  tra-  which  natural  history  presents,  that  althoi 

vellers  of  every  description,  contemplated  the  cultivators  were  increatsed  ten  thousan 

different  aspects  of  nature  in  the  regions  through  they  would  find  sufficient  employment  i 

which  they  passed,  and  recorded  the  facts  which  prosecution  of  new  discoveries  for  nuuiy  < 

came  under  their  observation,  for  a  similar  pur-  rics  to  come.   Even  those  minute  objects, 

pose ;  and  could  we  still  farther  suppose,  that  animal  and  vegetable  kingdoms,  which  I 

Lho  great  body  of  mankind  in  every  clime  might,  yond  the  natiu^l  sphere  of  human  visiot 

at  no  distant  period,  have  their  minds  directed  which  the  microscope  alone  can  discover, 

to  similar  subjects,  there  cannot  be  the  least  afford  scope  for  the  investigations  of  thou 

doubt  but  an  immense  multitude  of  important  of  ingenious  inquirers,  during  an  indefinite 

facts  would  soon  be  accumulated,  which  would  of  ages.    And  it  ought  never  to  be  forg 

throw  a  striking  light  on  the  constitution  of  our  that  every  new  object  and  process  we  an 

planetary  globe,  and  on  tho  changes  and  revohi-  bled  to  trace  in  this  boundless  field  of  obi 

tions  through  which  it  hai  passed,  which  would  tion,  presents  to  us  the  Deity  in  a  new  c 

form  a  broad  basis  for  the  erection  of  a  true  and  enables  us  to  form  more  enlarged  cc 

theory  of  the  earth,  and  tend  either  to  establish  tions  of  that  power  and  intelligence  whici 

or  to  overthrow  the  hypotheses  which  have  hi-  dueed  the  immensie  assemblage  of  being) 

therto  been  framed.      Persons  in  die  lower  which  we  are  surroimded. 

spheres  of  life  have,  in  many  cases,  moro  fre-         Independently  of  the  additions  that  mi( 

quent  opportunities  of  ascertaining  facts  of  the  made  to  our  knowledge  of  animals,  veget 

description  to  which  I  allude,  than  m%ny  others  and  minerals,  there  are  several  facts  in  n 

who  are  placed  in  an  elevated  rank.     Cdliers,  history  which  might  be  more  precisely  t 

quarriers,  miners  of  every  description,  and  the  tained  and  explained,  were  common  labc 

inhabitants  of  Alpine  districts,  are  almost  daily  and  others  m  the  same  rank  of  life  inspired 

in  contact  with  objects  connected  with  geolo-  the  spirit  of  philosophical  observation.    Fi 

giral  research ;  and  it  is  only  requisite  that  their  illustration  of  this,  I  shall  state  only  one 

attention  be  directed  to  such  inquiries — that  the  cular  circumstance.     It  is  a  fact,  which, 

knowledge  of  a  few  elementary  terms  and  prin-  ever  inexplicable,  must  be  admitted,  tliat 

ciples  be  imparted  to  them — ^that  th<!y  be  di-  have  been  found  alive  in  the  heart  of  solid  i 

rected  to  classify  the  fiicts  which  fall  under  their  and  in  the  trunks  of  trees,  where  they 

observation— and  that  a  systematic  list  of  que-  been  supposed  to  have  existed  for  ages  wi 

ries,  such  as  those  published  some  years  ago  by  any  apparent  access  to  nourishment  or  t 

the  London  '*  Geological  Society,"  be  put  into  Such  facts  are  supported  by  ho  numerou 

their  hands.*  so  respectable  authorities,  that  it  would  b< 

to  call  in  question  their  reality ;  and  the 

•  The  qvierles  to  which  I  refer  may  be  seen  In  the  sume  a  more  mysterious  aspect,  fi^>m  th 

"  .Monthly  Magazine**  for  June  lilT,  pp.  489— «.    A  cumstanco,  that  toads,  when  placed  in  th 

fewyenrsaeo,  some  Interesting  fossil  remains,  sup-  ,^,,  ^    .      '    •„„,  ^  .„  .;..«„«,«  kIta  oil 

IK.*ed  to  be  the  teeth  and  otheTbones  of  the  exUnci  haustcd  receiver  of  an  air-pump,  like  all 

atilmal  dof)isn-<itcd  by  tho  name  of  Mammolh^  were  animals,  soon  lose  their  existence.     Tha 
almost  entirely  destroyed  throuch  the  Ijmomnee  of 
some  labourers  in  the  parish  of  Horley,  who  hap- 

Iiciied  to  hit  upon  them  when  dig^ne;  gravel.    After  have  hevn  »  thigh  bone ;  a  hose  Wndehone ; 

rlcav'ng  them  to  pieces  with  their  pickaxe*,  wnd  tusk  of  ivory,  perfect  In  Itis  form,  dear  rll)cd  as 

lt:idlnff  it  a^deil  nothing  to  their  store  of  knowledge,  about  half  a  rod  In  lencth.*'    Had  then  labo 

"  they  threw  away  the  fragments  among  the  he;tps  been  aware  of  the  intercFting  nature  of  such  fi 

of  gravel,  and  the  sutiject  was  ronslgnol  to  obll-  they  might  have  been  all  preserved  entire;  an 

vton ;  and  It  was  only  by  accident  that  two  entire  Sircurastanre  shows   how  Important  such  < 

taeth  were  found  tqr  a  gentleman  in  the  neighbour  lenees,  and  the  observations  and  researches  ol 

bood.    The  bones  suppoMd  to  have  been  either  de-  mon  labourers,  might  sometimes  prove  to  the 

strogred  or  tost,  are  a  very  large  bone,  nippoaed  to  gist  and  the  geueml  student  of  natnre. 
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is  not tbe only aiumalwhi-rh  hn« been  fiurHl  pro-'iiir/im.      Although  th<s  ^enrml  cause  oC 

II  niaiUr  in*itancet,  a,^pears  fr-im  a  iKilice  in  tkuiuirr-Mormt  i^  iii  sotn?  moasuro  ascertained, 

lbs  ACmtUy  Maj;aauie  fjr  April  1817,  which  yet  wv  aro  t^orant  of  the  causes  (^  a  variety  of 

■Utcs,  thaU  *^  aUr^c  li':ard  or  serpent  was  fo'.uid  p>if:ru>iH-^na  with  whicli  ihry  are  sometimes  ac- 

by  ■•iBJ  nuners,  imbed  le J  in  a  stratum  wf  mi-  com  jant.iJ,  and  of  some  uf  thecbymirol  agents 

W!nl  lufaataBca,  and  lived  trr  some  tiiae  after  it  by  which  they  arc  producetl.     To  dt* termini  the 

»ai  exlricmtei.*'     At  the  mineral  sub^Tance  an  •ri^'in  uT  meteoric  ttanety  the  particular  reipuris 

wSu=h  tiuf  animal  was  f>imd  was  at  Uie  bottoia  iu  whi'^h  they  are  produced,  the  causes  orih«*ir 

cTa  d^,i  iiua.%  on  i  ORB  jcio J  with  '.he  sun  >uni-  ext'cme  velocity,  the  obli<]tie  direction  uf  their 

i  I ;  stTAlo,  wo  ore  aim  >9t  uaicr  ihf«  necessity  of  m 'ti  i!i  aa*.!  t*ie  a^en's  which  concur  in  their 

G  xicLiJioj,  thAt  it  must  have  existed  iii  LHot  slate  formatiou,  han  hi:hcrto  baffled  the  researches  of 

fir  maay  years.     Now.  it  14  proper  to  take  into  the  whol-  phtloiiopliical  world.    Even  (he  nature 

eopM  l«Fati-iQ,  that  such  (xr/La  have  be^in  disco-  of  Ute  el'tmdt,  their  various  Biodificationfl,  their 

fered,  in  the  first  instance,  by  labjurrr:*,  quar-  diffVreat  «leciric  s'a'es,  the  causf;s  which  com- 

ri.^rs,  BUBors,  and  others  engaj;(td  in  laborious  bine  to  produre  tlieir  precipitation  into  rain,  the 

ocTUpati  ina.  who,  wi'v.h  th«;  iiTUtcd  kn^wledije  na  are  of  evauoratioa.  together  with  an  immenpe 

day  pre0.*ody  pos-ieis,  are  uuqaaliiied  for  al^  numb;.^r  of  farts  requisite  fir  laying  the  founda- 

teaJm;^  to  ail  the  drcuiaatances  which  require  tion  of  a  c  nrcct  theory  of  the  weather,  are  still 

to  be  noticed  in  conducting  p!ul  jsophical  re-  hi.l  in  i>b'iciirity. 

leorrhcs.       Were  persona  of  thi.^  deacription  It  in  obvious,  tliat  a  therough  knowledge  of 

tzc  ist-xn.!^  Co  e3camiae  every  un':omm  >n  occur-  atm  Mfiheriral  phenomena  cannot  be  acquired, 

r^nce  oi  ihis  kind  with  a  {diiloaophic  eye  ;  wore  before  w*?  have  ascertained  not  only  the  parti- 

Ih^y,  VI  audi  cases  as  those  tj  which  I  have  cular  fact^  and  appearances  connected  with  the 

aov  referrsd,  to  examine,  with  accuracy,  who-  aimosph'^re,  but  all  tlie  precedini^,  concomitant, 

di*r  chinks  or  fi-tsures,  either  horiMihtal  or  per>  and  conseqnent  circunistances  with  which  they 

peadieular,  existed  in  the  rxks,  or  were  con-  are  generally  accompanied ;  and  to  determine 

QKCed  with  tlie  h'>le«  or  vacuities  of  the  old  such  particular:*  requires  an  immense  variety  of 

tneSf  where  tjods  were  fMind  alive ;  and  wcro  obHervati'>n»,  be'h  by  day  and  by  lu^ht,  through 

»'V«ry  odter  circ-mi^tan-ie,  w'lirih  a  s;:i.>nu.ic  in-  a'l  the  re;;!  ins  of  thu  earth.     Befire  such  &rtH 

▼^i^aior  would  take  into  a'rcoun',  accurately  be   more  fully  ascertained,  our  attempts  to  ac- 

oSierred  onl  recordisd.  such  observations  might  count  f>r  various  atmospherical  phenomena  miiift 

Qti'Bately  lead  to  .•to'n^  rational  explanation;!  uf  prove  unsatisfactory  and  abortive.     Hence,  the 

•ueh  unac&Hintable  facts.      At  any  rate,  as  causes  aligned  by  p^iilooophers  of  the  last  ccn- 

ianto  who  belong  to  tSat  class  of  siyiety  to  tury  f  >r  the  production  of  rain,  hail,  dew,  fire- 

wfatch  I  allude,  have  many  opportunties  of  con-  balls,  anil  other  meteors,  are  now  connidered  nu- 

taa^Iatin^  the  various  objects  and  operations  of  ga'ory   and   erroneous;  and  few  will   be  bold 

the  material  world,  their  accumulated  obscrva^  enough  to  maintain  that  we  have  yet  arrived  at 

TiKi<,  w'l-^n  3ci*;Btifically  directed,  eo*ild  not  fail  the   knotvled^e  of  the    true  causes.      If  these 

of  enlarging  our  knowled^  of  facts  in  several  sentiments  be  admitted,  it  vmiII  follow,  that  an  iiH 

ddpartm«!nta  of  the  hwtory  of  nature.  creased  number  «jf  observers  of  the  scenery  of 

Metmriftosjf- — In  this  dcpartm  >nt  of  physical  the  atmosphere,  in  diifereHt  climates,  with  a  sci- 

«cienr»,  numereus  facts  still  remain  to  be  ascer-  entific  obj«*ct  in  view,  c.^uM  not  fail  of  increasing 

tainei,  hnftrn   we  can  attempt  to  explain  th:3  our   koowlidg;   both  of  the  phenomena  which 

cvi^es  of  variiui  inter-is'in^  phenomena.     We  take  place  in  the  regions  of  the  atmosphere,  and 

have  hichert)  been  unable  to  collect  with  pr.»ci-  of  th»?  ]»o.vers  of  nature  which  operate  m  their 

Mm  oil  the  facts  in  relati'>n  to  the  diversified  producticm 

pben'Mn'ma  of  the  atmosphere,  and  are  still  at  With  renpect  to  the  awronB  horealeay  some 

a  kM«  to  oxplain,  on  known  principla«,  the  causes  data  nu^fht  be  ascertained  for  determining  their 

winch  operate  in  produchi' many  atmosohcrical  height  ab>v9  the  surface  of  the  earth,  which 

aopeormncss.     We  are  still  in  a  gr<^&t  measure  might  If*ad  to  a  di>icovery  of  their  true  cjiuse, 

ignorant  of  the  ovrora  barenlUj  with  respect  to  were  a  multitude  of  observers,  in  different  places, 

lis  notiiro  and  ori^n,  it-s  distance  from  the  sur-  at  the  same  moment,  to  take  the  altitude  and 

&fie  of  the  earth,  what  precise  connexion  it  has  bear'mg  of  any  particular  coruscation,  particu- 

vi:h  the  magnetic  and  electric  fluids,  and  why  larly  of  the  modification  of  this  phenomenon 

it  ba«  boon  frequently  seen  at  sonse  periods,  and  which  assumes  the  form  of  a  rainbow  or  lumi- 

basa  iaviaiblo  at  othors.     We  are  in  a  similar  nous  arch,  which  can  insUntly  be  done  hy  noting 

Mile  of  ignorance  in  regard  to  ImnunomM  anrl  tho  series  of  stars  which  appear  about  the  raid- 

/^  metmrti-^^a  to  the'u-  different  species  and  die  or  sides  of  the  arc  at  any  particular  instant. 

nnetiea,  the  vdocity  and  direction  of  their  mo-  By  this  means  tho  parallactic  angle  might  be 

tioBS,  their  influence  on  other  atmospherical  pho-  found,  and  the  distances  of  the  places  of  obsor- 

nomena.  on  regetatioo,  and  on  the  weather,  and  ration,  or  their  difTorencc  of  latitude,  if  directly 

ihr  irociptea  in  BOtiire  which  oporato  in  their  north  and  south  of  each  other«  would  fonnboan 
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lines  for  d'^ternuaiii;  the  perjjpo'li'rn'.ar  cVvari-jfi  prec;  -i  -n  ♦'  an  tliO'o  nf  abniMt  any  oihor  dojivi- 

of  Uic  phi'mMncnon.     fii  rvr-rrcuro  to  I'jTTin  "-m  itj-'iii  ..f  f  ■». ■«■;••,  y-.**  nwiiy 'ItMiderata  rcit\\nn\t 

in\.'U:orSy  a«  l!iey  arc  most  fivqiunitly  nvvu  ii:  r!.j  to  us  \*cTt'  *'{i  ui,  ^  lil  rvriiain  to  be  aKcrliiiiied. 

niijht-liin  •,  in-rri  of  srjjnrrc  and  p«.T<v>*i.-*  cj*  v'-.i-  Th.:  I.it  i  (liscuwry  rf  ::everal  iw»v  pUinctK«  both 

vatcii  rank  hn.V'.'Hi'1'ltxii 'jpiMirtuai  it't  of 'ihuT^f-  prJMi.iry  ntid   8i.-4:i>ihiitry,  ifiuld  im  to  i*«>iM:kMle, 

ing  ih'ur  diwr^iliul  plir'iioiiicna,  ami  thf  <-ii'«'  :ttH  thai  oUiiT  ^l«.l>i'S  of  u  siiKilar  nature,  Itclon^ng 

Btancc:J  with  wliif-.h  tiifv  un*  prucifii<: .1  tui  1  ao  to  oiir  s'-^'nin.  iziay  <  iM  Vu*  hid  in  ihr  Hi^tant 

roinpanii-'l.     Hut  w!ii!c  pcr^otiK  of  tSi^   cla^  ftpanr  -  «  f  h'.' iiriMain.  tit.    The  !:['!i«Ti*i«!;il  tigiirtf 

are  rcciliiinij  «»ri  l««!:l-'#  of  da  vii,  or  rc':;ili:i:.'  tlifiii-  of  stii.u-  «  f  i!:v  jl';lll,^^ — tl-fir  fii-riKiH  of  r«t'a- 

Rolvc:)  ai  tit;;  fvliiive  b  «.ard,  hiTiirnv'd  iii  fr>»ii  im-^  tion — ?*<(•  rm  iirv  xf  itii>  ci>atit;rM  wiiicli  appear  U» 

view  of  the  surrounding;  sky  by  the  waiU  and  take  place  on  their  Mirftccn  or  in  tltt'ir  atmuc* 

curtains  of  their  splondid  apart inentsi,  mun\  i:i  phorrs — thv  \\rvc'\»H  ndi'r.re  of  ihn  tn*\nr  »:|»oN, 

the  lower  walks  i^life  arc  *' kcepinj  watch  by  thi.*  caii«r»  of  ihiir  ciian^es,  and  the  innuencc 

night,"  or  travelling  from  place  to  place,  wh»  which  {.Ucar  rhan^i'tn  product- on  qit  carih  or  at- 

have  tlius  an  opportunity  of  observing  cvk'tv  ni(»<«|iiif!r<r — iIk'  ]tnml.ax  of  the  lixed  8tars — the 

variety  of  atmospherical  phenomena ;  and  it  i*  rati*  (if  motion  of  the  planetary  system  i;i  abM>- 

not  unlikely  may  have  8e;;n  several  spccien  of  lute  s^tace — the  gradual  fonnation  of  ncbtdx*— 

luminous  and  fiery  meteora  unknown  lo  the  sci-  the  nature  of  variable  stars-— the  number  of  riv 

entific  world.     Were  per8<m3  of  this  de.scrip-  me's.  their  poriudH,  tlie  nature  of  tlieir  tails  aihi 

tion,   particularly  watchmen,  soldiers,  sai^irj,  atmospheres,  and  their  uses  in  the  systetn  of 

mail-coach  guards,  policemen,  and  such  like,  nature— with  many  other  interesting  particular'* 

capable  of  observing  such  appearances  wi:h  of  a  similar  description,  Rtill  remain  to  be  ase<-r- 

scicntiAc  interest  and  accuracy,  and  of  record-  tained.     To  <Ictf:rmiiie  such  objfcts,  requiref  a 

ing  their  observations,  various  important  addi-  multiplicity  of  long-conrinued  ulxiervations    in 

rions  mi|;ht  he  made  to  the  facts  which  com-(H)su  every  region  of  the  heavens;  and    it  ni:i.<t  be 

the  natural  hi.^ory  of  the  atm«>sphere.  ondcnt,  that  the  more  we  increase  the  numlKr 

Similar  additions  might  be  made  to  our  know-  of  astronomical  observers,  the  greater  cluuir^ 

ledgo  of  thunder-storms,  were  tlicir  pht>n»:n'^na  we  shall  have  of  acquiring  a  more  accumt''-  arul 

and  concomitant  circumstances  accurately  noted  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the  bodies  uhich 

by  a  vast  number  of  person ?  in  dirferont  places,  rt^  in  t!ie  distant  reitioiis  of  the  universe,  aitd 

ft  ini;;ht,  for  example,  be  determined,  from  a  of  the  relations  they  bear  to  one  another,  and  to 

multitude  of  observatioiis  made  with  this  special  the  whole  system  of  nature, 
object  in  view,— at  what  distance  from  the  earth         Thlx  [josition  might  be  illustrated  by  a  few 

a  thunder-cloud  may  exjiloile  without  danger?  examples.     The  surface  of  Jupi'rr  has  been 

— in  what  circumstances,  and  at  whatelnvation  found  to  be  diver«;i{i;'d  with  a  variety  of  spois 

it  generally  attains  its  strikins  distance,  and  and  belts :   tlie  belt»,  which  are  considerably 

Inings  us  within  the  range  of  its  destructive  in-  darker  than  the  general  surface  <^  the  planet, 

fluence  ? — what  particular  effects,  hitherto  un-  are  observed  to  vary  in  their  number,  diittancf, 

observed,  are  produced  by  lightning  on  animal,  aud  position.     Sometimes  only  one  or  two,  snd 

vogBtable,  and  mineral  substaiKes  7 — to  what  sometimes  seven  or  eight  belts  have  been  ob« 

practical  purposes  its  agency  might  be  applit^d,  served;  sometimes  they  are  quite  diitinet,  and 

— and  how  its  destructive   ravages  might  be  at  other  times  they  soem  to  run  into  each  other ; 

averted  or  diminished?     The  same  remarks  and,  in  so.iie  instances,  the  whole  surface  of  ttiis 

will  apply  to  the  singular  phenomenon  of  nii'tc-  planet  has  appeared  to  l>e  covered  with  nnail 

oric  stones.    These  have  seldom  been  observed  curved  bolts  tliat  were  not  cootinuous  across  his 

at  the  instant  of  their  descent  by  men  addicted  disk. 

to  philosophical  research  ;  but  chiefly  by  pea-         The  follow'mg  figures  represent  some  of  the 

sants,  labourers,  and  mechanics,  who,  at  pr<»-  div(Tsified  views  which  Jupiter   sometimes  vx^ 

sent,  are  generally  unqualified  for  attending  to  hibits. 

every  circumstance  in  the  preceding  an<i  coruu^        Fig.  I,  is  copied  from  Dr.  Long,  and  appears 

mitant  phenomena  connected  with  their  decent,  to  he  rmc  of  t!ie  views  of  this  planet  taken  by 

with  the  dbceming  eye  of  a  philosopher ;  and  the   c>*lebrati>d  Cass'uii.     It  con^iists  of  about 

tlierefore,  we  may  still  be  ignorant  of  certain  nine  different  belts.     Fig.  t,  is  copied  frosn 

important  &cts  in  the  history  of  the  fall  of  these  Schroeter,  and  exhibits  a  view  of  Jupiter  about 

bodiM,  which  may  long  prevent  us  from  lbni»-  the  time  of  its  occultatioo  by  the  moon,  on  iho 

iflf  uy  rational  theory  to  explain  their  caineo,  7th  of  April  1792.    Fig.  S,  is  one  of  Sir  W. 

or  to  detemune  the  regions  whence  their  origin  Herschel's  views  of  this  planet,  as  it  appeared 

is  derived.  on  the  28Ui  May  1780,  when  the  whole  disk  of 

Aitnmom^. — My  next  illustration  shall  be  Jupiter  appeared   covered  with  small  curved 

taken  from  the  science  of  astronomy.     Though  belts,  or  rather  lines,  that  were  not  continuous 

Una  if  among  the  oldest  of  the  sciences,  and  its  across  his  disk.     Fig.  4,  contains  a  view  which 

|«oeral  priKiples  are  eatabUahed  with  groater  ii  nearly  llie  appearaace  which  Juaik^eiUbte 
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—  Monlhly  Mm-  Feb.'iiK.  uxf  Al 
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huiidm]  yrui)  in  whJch  iFio  p«Iat  *nd  eqiuia-  nrti  obflcmiion  nncot  be  mdc 

and  lh"ir  iliOL-roiiRi-,  if  aiiy,b.rEniuii<-d,  w  ■■  fuund  ll.u  ihe  >pot  hu  moved  : 

lo  drigrining  nhetlwr  i'li  ligur-,  lik>'  tbileflhn  But  i[  ii  Hill  uncmuu  whsthar  tlie 

varlh  uid  KnntJ  uiliur  plurlji,  lie  ^Atind^.  maird  fran  A  to  B,  linn  Iha  lu 

Bill  04  thill  plinai  may  ivil  li-inyjtii  f,ie  a  Aflriai  orha*  firiiiUiin]  a  complelc  rcr'iliitii 

of  yean  LAbeijt  iho  jtrfi'l^L' jtwiLliutiiurvm-hu  ibc  di'Uuiw  A  B  M  pari  t/  uwCl 


nuw  ■■■ted,  >t«i  wbvn  lh«  |>l*ui)t  hajiprni  loba  onlv  be  aactridnFil  bj'  irKing  the  Dntioi  of  iki 

|itecediolh«  nquiiilecimiiBilucn,  iiuuia,iii  iiicli  wiihuul  inli'mipiw  (^t  10,  It,  or  Uhoui^ 

a1lprolwbilh7,fiil,irikii'unb<.Tuf  Db«r>cnir  whan,  if  the  ruiiiuo  ii  iKrCuned  in  331  h«(, 

liu  nine  tma,  in  diNW'ni  {i:aCF*,  vrre  noi  «d-  Iha  iiuxion  of  itic  apui  could  be  traced  withMl 

ltlg«d  In  Ihe  ohKnaliin;  on  Bceamt  of  llis  ialErruplinn  vruu  lb«  utnit  diik  of  tlio  plaaiL 

limlar  plwe,  during  ihe  inrxni'nta  wbco  tha  ob-  litr  da>/-tinir,  in  ■  ■rrrna  iky,  and  by  mcum  <( 
aenilion  behaorad  lo  lienuda.     Whafru,  by     F^ukltnil  iiulrumauu,  lud  by  niniben  i/iA- 

iha  ob^ecl  in  riuw  aould  nol  fed  of  b«ng  doler-  dirpclcd  to  the  nm  objt^.  But  the  bmiU  la 
mined.     The  ditpuira  raip'Ctint!  the  prriod  of     which  I  em  rontinnd,  in  Uirovinf  oul  theie  ew 

IOniinuiea,or  U  day*  8  hmra)  might  alio  be     dBtniJi. 

■etiled,  were  a  number  of  p'nnnf  la  obiFm  ill  In  regard  lo  rmeU,  it  i>  icamlj  necnmiy 
■ttrfncB  with  equaiurial  tele■^^u|J(.1  b  the  day-  tarrmail,  Ihltverelhe  numbercf  ihuaa  wlnt 
liiae:  parl<^alarly  in  thvie  amnhero  dbn«  aUrnlioa  ia  directed  lo  >  wrrey  of  the  lieaTai 
•rhnn  Ilia  air  iiionine. and  ihe  iky  el'iiUu  ■  cansidenhly  inrreeaed.  maiiyof  thoaerccenlriB 
deep  aiiira,  wherr,  in  all  pr>ibahiliiy,  apota  bodiea,  which  pan  anl  iTt|<ua  wiOin  the  oiU^ 
woirld  be  diaeovared,  vhich  could  be  traced  in  ofiha  planetsui  haul  b«ngpcneiTed,ra<iIdM 
iheic tiKKioB  for  eiieeeiidTe  perioda  of  lirelva  (Ulorbciiittdeleelad.  Were nnltiiudei of  wd 
hmra  or  moro,  which  would  detormiaa  taacei-  paraon*  enga^^d  in  eiplofing  the  ulratiaii*' 
taimy  llie  pnim  in  qiwniion.  giHUi  on  "iip'xiie  'idee  of  the  flebe,  those  e» 

The  fallewrag  fl|Eiira  atid  ei;ilanetion  will  per-  neti  which  pen  wlihln  iho  liiidtB  af  our  Tim, 
hape  lend  le  ahme  Ihe  reatm  of  the  diiputa  and  which  am  aboic  our  bwiaon  only  in  Iha 
which  haa  ariian  in  tvferrnce  to  Ihie  point.  Let  day-time,  and  cunHquenlly  inrieiUe.iniuht  la 
A  ecpreaeot  a  apol  on  Ihe  aurfrce  of  Vena,  delected,  dunns  Ihe  nigfai,  li;  ouTmnlipodna 
the  oppoeiM  rrgiona  uf  the  globe.  By  tkk 
nuana  the  number  of  Iboee  bodiea  belcafinf  la 
our  e^-alera,  ^ht  ilir*'riuti«l  phmonrD*  Ihej  pi^ 
ernt,  the  (orm  of  ihcir  fntjccioncK,  ihf  period 
of  ihtidr  re(uluiit>M,ihe  nwurc  of  iheir  taila,  aid 
tlirir  uliimaie  dratinaiion,  might  be  more  «<•■ 
rately  delerminrd.  Willi  reaped  to  the  .4^ 
•lart,  pariicuLarly  Ihnie  lenned  HrieUa  Hm*, 
the  muliarf  a  nuiliiiude  of  obaenuioBa  nada 

wliether  ihoH  chengci  in  brighmru  which  ihq 

tTTotTing  around  Then,  and  thus  fumiah  dint 
vridence  of  their  being  Ihe  oenlna  of  ayilcsa 
analogoua  to  oiirawe, — or  either  IheJ  beoc^ 
cacjooed  by  large  apota  wl^eh  periodicnlly  IBK*- 
poae  between  our  light,  and  then  diaipptir  ia 


Ai  Ihia  plaoel  i*  *een,  by  the  oaked  eye,  only  eeree  ana  ii  liiuaied  nearly  in 

enaing  a  abort  lime  afler  aun-eet— the  motion  immcnae  laiiely  of  luccrauTS  ol 

of  the  apot  cannot  be  Inced  above  an  hour  or  numeroue  obeerren  el  diBeient  alatioDa,  are  (^  - 

two  in  lueeeaaioo ;  and,  comequently,  during  quinle  lo  accoinpliah  the  eoda  in  new ;  bM  iha 

that  lima,  iu  pragnaiee  moliDn  ia  absoal  im-  Knita  cf  ihia  acclion  preient  me  fivn  enl«ril| 

penapliUe.     Buppoee  the  obaerratico  lo  hare  ialo  tfaoee  detail*  requiaile  Ibr  ncdwfaf  A* 

bas  ^>da  B  Hm  arenind  afUi  an»«a(,  <ke  l«t>  now  mifgmui  fmiicmim  W  Ihmvfei 
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■oCad  duar  altcnlioo  to  (his  tub-  mrfacc,  were  stich  minute  ohieiTatkfiit  u  thoM 

now  uuffrcstcd  to  be  continued  for  a  serteti  of 
t  bein;  tho  nearest  celestial  body  years,  which  might  afTord  sensible  and  demon- 
it  mi^l  have  been  expected  ihat  straiivc  evidence  of  the  moon's  bein|{  a  habi- 
'  scenery  on  her  suriaoe,  and  even  table  world.  But  beibro  attca:ion  to  sucli  ob- 
'  her  physical  cnns'.it-jtiun,  might  jec's  become  gcnrral,  and  the  number  of  sstro- 
;?rtain'^  ani  d  lir.eat'd.  V«>t  all  n  -raical  ohscrr^-rs  \f'  in:Tc>asi  d  far  bryond  what 
rto  been  Ji-covrred  ni  h  crrtaiiity  it  is  at  prcsi-u'i  &uc!i  diit'  overics  can  ticarct:ly  be 
this  baiy  U,  (hat  her  surface  u  expected. 

rr«i6ed  -.vi:h  mo  uitainnand  valleys,  I  shall  only  remark  farther  on  this  head,  that 

rcms  or  ho'lows  surrounded  with  several  discoveries  have  been  made  by  a^'cidont- 

ridges,  and  with  several  elevat--*d  ally  directing  a  telescope  to  certain  parts  of  iiic 

rive,  Bke  a  sufrar  loaf,  from  the  heavens.    It  is  well  knoivn  that  Misii  Ilenichol!| 

plains.     We  have  no  arcura'e  while  amusing  herself  in  looking  at  the  heavens 

'  ihe  lunar  scenery,  a<i  exhibied  in  through  Sir  WiCiam  IlerscheU's  telescope,  di<v- 

agea  of  the  inorm*s  increase  and  coven-d  at  different  times  a  variety  of  comctsi 

«pt  those  which  have  been  pub-  which  might  otherwise  have  passed  unnnticod 

velius  and  Schroeter,  which  have  by  the  astronomical  workl ;  and  several  of  the 

ranslaced  into  our  huiguage,  and,  new  planets  which  have  been  discovered  within 

,  are  very  little  known.    Most  of  the  last  50  or  60  years,  were  detected  when  the 

ooks  on  astfonomy  contain  nothing  discoverers  were  employed  making  bbservalions 

paltry  and  inacctvare  view  of  the  with  a  different  object  in  view.    The  splondid 

lich  ha«  been  copied  by  one  en-  comet  whidi  appeared  in  our  hemisphere  in 

Bother,  without  any  improvements,  1811,  was  6rat  discovered  in  this  country  by  a 

!  days  of  Ricdolus,  and  long  before  smoycr,*  who,  with  a  reflecting  telescope  uf  his 

was  brought  to  its  present  state  of  own  construction,  and  from  his  tawpil  as  an  oIh 

.    It  is  not  from  a  teletoopic  view  servatory,  descried  that  celestial  visitant  beibro 

■ooa  that  any  specific  daductkns  it  had  been  noticed  by  any  other  astronomer  in 

0  respecting  the  appearance  and  North  Britain.    The  Vuithor  of  thu  work  de- 

of  her  diversified  scenery ;  but  tected  this  comet  a  day  or  two  afterward*,  b»- 

ktinued  observations  of  her  surface  fore  he  had  been  informed  of  the  discovery, 

■iod  of  the  quadratures,  and  at  the  while  he  was  taking  a  random  sweep  over  the 

le  assumes  a  crescent  or  a  gibbous  northern  region  of  the  heavens.    He  had  di- 

is  only  at  such  (imcs  (hat  the  sha-  rectrd  his  telescope  to  a  certain  star  in  the 

cavitie*  and  miMinlain-ridges   ran  n»*ii;hbr>urhood  of  C7r«a  JV/o/or,  and  iniim'diatcly 

jercivrd.     As  thert*  is  mme  of  tho  afl>>rwar(l:<,  taking  a  general  sweep  upwards  and 

?!i  whose  cnn^lution  and  Mccnery  downwards,  and  to  the  east  and  we^t,  an  un- 

iccll*»nt  an  opportunity  i>f  insiK'ct-  common  object  appeared  in  the  field  of  view, 

.  sufficient  number  of  astronfwnical  which,  aflcr  a  little  inspection,  was  perci-ivod  to 

mished  with  g<>o(l  tflrscofies,  the  be  a  comet,  and  he  naturally  concluded  that  he 

is  ^lobo  miicht  be  almost  as  accu-  had  madf^  the  first  discovery,  till  the  newspapers 

a'ed  as  that  of  the  oarth,  and  tlie  afierwanl.s  informed  him  that  it  had  been  de- 

•nt  rhanjes  that  take  placi*  on  its  tected  a  day  or  two  before.     It  was  while  Sir 

ly  detected.     In  ord«*r  lo  bring  to  W.  IlrrschVU  wan  inspecting  some  small  stars 

njte  part*  of  its  scf-nf^ry,  it  would  near  the  foot  of  Cmlor,  with  a  difT-rent  object 

site  to  distribute  the  entire  surface  in  vi,»w,  that  he  discovered  the  planet  which 

arv  amon^  a  hundred  or  a  thousand  b«.'ars  his  name,  and  which  he  at  firitt  took  for  a 

•>tlingtoeach  one  orm>rc  spots  as  com<*t.     It  had  been  seen  thirty  years  before, 

r  object  of  his  atten'ion,  with  the  but  for  want  of  nuraeroiis  observers  to  mark  its 

f,  that  he  i«  to  inspect  ihcm  with  rnoti«>ns,  it  had  been  marked  in  catalogues  as  a 

e%'ery  variotv  of  shade  they  may  fixed  star.     It  was  while  Mr.  Hardin:;  of  Lili- 

Jurini;  th^  dilTerenl  s'az»*««  of  the  enthol,  n^^ar  Bremon,  was  forming  an  atlas  of 

ase  and  decrease,   and   delin«*ate  the  Mtar.i  so  far  a«  the  eiehlh  magnitude,  that, 

as;>ecL«i  they  may  pr^s-nt.     When  on  the    1st  ScpJenibrr  1604,  he  discovered  in 

that,  by  mcan^of  a  telcicope  whi»*h  the  coiist'^llation  Pi<ces  the  planet  Juno,  one  of 

3  tim^s.  an  object  on  tli«'  m-vm  that  the  ftjur  asteroids  situated  between  the  orbits  of 

y  600  yanls  mav  hi-  p«.'rrfiv»'»l  as  a  Mars  and  Jupiter. 

and  by  one  which  misnifics  800  |f^  therefore,  instead  of  a  few  individuals  oc- 

ject  not  lar^r  than  150  yards  in  ca!>ionally  engaged  in  stir\'eying  celestial  phe- 
r  he  dis'injuLshed — "ve  ran  scarcely 

(XibC,  that  a  number  of  inten'«liii«r  ,  yj^  „j^g  „f  ,j^|„  f^cntlcin.-ui  U  Mr.  Vettch.  and 

bight  aow  be  made  on  tiie  lunar  i  believe  be  resides  In  the  nelshbourhood  of  Kelso. 
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iiomcna,  and  chiefly  confined  to  a  sraaU  portion  the  processes  of  the  arts,  in  instituting  mm^ 

of  Europe, — were  thousands  and  ten  ihouMUida  ticaJ  experiments;  and  in  prosecuting  every  ii^ 

«r  telescopes  daily  directed  to  the  sky  from  every  quiry  which  has  «  tendency  to  promote  its  i» 

region  of  the  earth,  and  were  distinct  portions  provement.     1:  is  diiefly  in  consequence  of  ifci 

4t  the  heavens  allotted  to  (iistinct  classes  of  ob-  increased  number  of  its  ciiitivaioni  that  ihis  sop 

servers,  as  the  object  of  their  more  immediate  ence  has  risen  to  tlie  distinguished  rank  it  mm 

research,  every  portion  of  that  vast  concave,  holds  among  tlie  useful  departments  of  liunM 

with  the  numerous  globes  which  roll  within  its  knowkdge,  and  tlutt  so  many  brilliant  disco* 

wide  circumference,  as  far  as  human  virion  as-  verios  have  rewarded  tlte  investigations  of  ill 

sisted  by  art  can  penetrate,  would  ere  long  be  votaries.     Wrenched  from  the  grasp  of  empi- 

thoroughly  erplored,  and  its  hidden  worlds  dis-  rics   and  alchymtsts,  and  no  Icmeer  confuted  « 

closed  to  view.  No  comet  could  pass  within  the  the  paltry  object  of  rearrhing  for  the  philtm* 

orbit  of  Jupiter  without  b«?ing  detected, — the  fher's  ftane^  it  extends  its  range  over  every  ob* 

undiscovered  planets  belonguig  to  our  system,  jcct  in  the  material  world,  and  sheds  its  inflifr 

if  any  still  remain,  would  be  brought  to  view, —  ence  over  all  the  other  departments  of  physicil 

the  periodical  changes  on  the  surfaces  and  in  science;  and  as  i's  votaries  increase  in  numboi 

the  atmospheres  of  the  planets  already  disco-  and  in  perseverance,  it  will  doubtless  bring  It 

vered,  with  all  their    diversified  phenomena,  light  scenes  and  discoveries  still  more  iniersil* 

would  be  more  accurately  ascertained  and  deli-  ing  and  brilliant  than  tliose  which  ha;««  hithcrls 

nested, — the  path  of  the  solar  system  in  abso-  been  disclosed.    Illustrations  of  the  same  dih 

lute  space,  the  velocity  of  its  motion,  the  dis-  scription  might  also  have  been  taken  from  o^ 

tant  centre  about  which  il  revolves,  and  the  tics,  electricity,  magnetism,  galvanism,  pneun» 

centre  of  gravity  of  the  nebula  to  which  it  be-  tics,  and  other  departments  of  natural  scienee; 

longs,  might  be  determined, — the  changes  and  but  having  protracted  this  section  to  a  dis|in^ 

revolutions  that  are   taking  place  among  the  portionate  length,  tlie  instances  already  stalid 

fixed  stars, — the  undiscovered  strata  of  na6«(a,  will,  I  presume,  be  sufficient  to  prove  the  imb 

— the  old  systems  that  are  going  into  decay, —  of  the  position,  "  thai  a  general  d\ffu9hm  tf 

the  new  creations  that  may  be  emerging  into  inoiofse^e  imnfld  Aai»apoioer/Uci|/hieiioeoiiw 

existence,   and  many   other    sublime    o^ects  frogreu  of  truntce** 

srhich  at  present  lie  concealed  m  the  uoex-  From  the  few  hints  now  given,  «nd  from  may 

plored  regions  of  space,  might  be  brought  within  others  that  might  have  been  suggested,  had  of 

the  range  of  human  contemplation,  and  astro*  limits  permiued,  it  will  appear,  that  much  tm 

nomy,  the   sublimost  of  all  the  sciences,  ap-  remains  to  be  aocon^iliBbed  tUl  any  scieneSi 

proximate  towards  perfection.  even  those  which  are  farthest  advanced,  anift 

For  making  the  observations  now  supposed,  at  perfection.      The  reason   is  obvious ;  ihi 

a  profound  knowledge  of  the  physicAl  and  nun  scene  of  universal  nature  has  never  yet  befl 

thematical  principles  of  astronomy  is  not  abso-  thoroughly  surveyed,  and  never  will  be,  (illlht 

lutely  necessary.    All  the  qualifications  cssen-  eyes  and  the  intellects  of  millions  be  fix«d  inlht 

tially  requisite  arc, — a  general  knowledge  of  the  contemplation  of  its  muhifarious  and  divcrviii 

elements  of  the  science,  of  the  celestial  pheno-  objects  and  relations.     Till  the  universe,  in  ll 

mena  wluch  have  already  been  explored,  and  of  its  aspects,  so  far  as  it  lies  within  the  range  of 

the  method  of  dctermming  the  right  ascension  human  inspection,  be  more  particularly  explondf 

and  declination  of  any  observed  phenomenon, —  clouu»  xad  darkness  will  continue  to  rest  M 

qualifications,  which  every  person  of  common  many  interesting  departments  of  knowledge,  ail 

understanding  can  easily  acquire.  many  of  our  most  specious  theories  in  the  Mi" 

I  mi^ht  next  have  illustrated  the  general  po-  ences  most  be  considered  as  reposing  on  slendir 

sition  laid  down  in  the  beginning  of  this  section  and  unstable  foundations.     Prior  to  the  faotiD* 

from  the  science  of  dtjfmtiatry.     This  science,  doction  of  the  inductive  method  of  pbiloeopUt* 

having  for  its  object  to  ascertain  the  ingredients  ing,  men  of  science  were  extremely  prone  to  iht 

that  enter  into  the  composition  of  bodies,  the  framing  of  hyiwtheses,  before  they  had  attiB* 

nature  of  those  ingredients,  the  manner  in  which  tively  surveyed  and  collected  the  requisite  fiMlii 

they  combine,  and  the  properties  resulting  from  and  when  only  a  few  scattered  fragment!  tt 

their  combination  ;  or,  in  other  words,  an  analy-  nature  were  present  to  their  view.  Theory  ifti 

tical  examination  of  the  material  world,  and  the  reared  upon  theory,  and  system  upon  systcn; 

pnnciples  which  concur  to  prttduce  its  diversi-  each  of  Uiem  obtained  its  admirers  and  its  p^ 

fied  phenomena;  it  is  apparent,  at  first  view,  raod  of  applause,  but,  in  consequence  of  moden 

that  an  immense  number  and  variety  of  experi-  researches,  they  have  now  passed  awray  like  • 

ments  are  indispensably  requisiti>  for  acctnn-  dream  or  a  vision  of  the  night.     The  cryili^ 

plishing  such  objects;  and,  cou^equcntly,  that  Une  spheres  with  which  Ptolemy  had  i  ni'lo— I 

its  progress  towards  perfcci  m  rannot  be  ace^  the  heavens  are  now  dashed  to  pieces ;  the  voi^ 

Israted,  unless  multibides  of  cxpc'iriraenters  coo-  tices  of  Des  Cartes  liave  kng  since  ceased  tMr 

cor  IB  ohierriiig  the  phenomena  of  nttore,  and  wUrikig;  tbe  terraqueous  globe  which  IMm 
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hid  fixed  in  the  centre  of  the  iiniverac  boow  set  departmentii  itf  ih«  same  ecipnce  ma'.'i^.'d  iiut 
iini:iil  mo:ii>n  tJirou^  Mic  heavens,  iii  com-  fjr  distinct  classes  of  imiividiialx,  as  ttii*  iiuwe 
futy  with  th«  planetary  ovbs;  and  the  abyss  of  immediate  field  i>f  their  invest  i);ati»ii,  on  the 
waier  with  wfaach  Burnet  had  tilled  the  internal  principle  of  the  divisii^  of  labour,  every  lead- 
cam  of  the  earth  is  now  converteil  into  a  mass  ing  principle  and  fact  in  relation  to  that  science 
deverthan  the  soliJ  rock.    The  Terra  Auttror  would  sotm  brdetecie  1  aiul  illustrati'd  in  all  its 
fi  Imrofniio,  which  s«r\-ed  as  a  prop  to  certam  practical  bcarini^m.     Even  a.-*  mutters  presently 
theories,  has  coo^'ctcly  evanished,  and  is  now  stand,  were  the  whitle   literary  and  (tcioittitir 
tWkf&rmiHl  into  a  dreary  masi  o^*  water  and  world  to  fijrra  itself  into  one  qtvui  republic,  and 
ice.      The   aubtila    tl/ur^   whi.:h  f  irmerly   ac-  to  allot  the  several  branches  of  every  depart- 
conoted  for  so  many  ph^'n^nnena,  is  now  eva|M>-  mcnt  of  kn')wledge  to  tiie  ditferent  rla-^tses  of 
nled  into  electricity  and  beat.    Whiston's  idea  such  a  conunuuily,^acrordin^  to  thi-ir  respective 
flf  the  cometary  ori^^inuf  our  gi>be,and  Buffin's  tastes  and  pursuits,  an  the  object  of  ihrir  more 
bacy  of  tho  earth's  bein^  a  splinter  struck  fixtm  {>articular  tutention,  it  might  be  follnwcd   by 
Ac  body  of  the  auni  are  fast  -tinkin^  into  obli-  many  interesting  r'^sulis,  and  important  disco- 
liao ;  ami  idch  will  be  the  fate  of  every  theory,  veries  and  iniprovenM>iMs.    But  wo  live  in  too 
hnrevcr  sf«cious,  which  is  not  founded  on  the  early  a  period  in  the  history  of  science  to  expect 
'     hraad  ba«u  of  inductive  evidence.  a  general  interest  to  bo  taken  in  such  objects; 
Evea  in  the  present  day,  there  is  still  too  we  are  but  just  cmori;inj{  from  the  glor>m  of  ig- 
|reat  a  propensity  to  generalize,  without  8ub>  norance  and  supcrsiiiion;   the  great  Ixidy  of 
■ittiog  13  the  trouble  of  observing  phenomena,  mankind  still  suller  their  faculties  to  he  in  a 
lal  noting  their  variuus  mo^ficatiuns  and  at-  state  of  lan^juor  and  inactivity,  and  those  who 
lendant  circumetances.     The  human  mind  is  are  more  vigorous  and  alert  are  too  much  en- 
■ipatient,  and  attempts  to  reach  the  g'>al  by  the  grossed  in  conimvcial  speculations,  in  ((rasping 
durtcst  and  moil  rapid  course,  while  observa^  at  power  and  opulence,  and  in  the  indulgence 
[     lioD  and  eiperiment  are  tedious  and  slow.     In-  of  sensual  p-atitif'ations,  to  think  of  attending 
[     Mead  of  lurveying  the  material  world  with  his  to  the  interests  of  science  and  the  |>n*)Eress  of 
>      sm  eyes,  and  investi-rating,  by  (^Mervation  ami  the  human  mind.     Much,  however,  might  be 
"!     uperiraenl,  its  prinriplen  and  laws,  the  man  of  accomplished  in   this  respect,  with   ease   and 
(eoijs  fir-jiquently  tliuts  himself  up  in  his  closet,  pleasure,  by  various   classes  of  soi:iety,  and 
''     ud  fr.pm  a  few  scattered  fragments  of  nature,  without  interfering  witli  their  ordinary  avoca- 
^     tmstrorts,  inhiaimaginatitm,  asplemlidtheory}  tions,  were  their  minds  inclined  and  their  at- 
vkich  makes  a  noise  and  a  blaze  for  a  little,  tention  directed!  to  such  pursuits.     Sailors,  in 
fta&ounsubstantJal  meteor,  and  then  evamshes  crossing  the  Atlantic,  the  Pacific,  ami  the  In- 
loto  air.      The   system  of  nature,  though  di«  dian  oceans,  havj  fretjueutly  excellent  o|i|K>rtii- 
reeled  in  its  general  movements  by  a  few  simple  nities  of  observing  the  ptienomena  of  the  waters, 
liVf,  is  too  graml  and  extensive,  and  too  com-  the  atmosphere,  and  the  heavens,  peculiar  to 
^  in  many  of  its  parts,  to  be  grasped  by  a  the  climates  through  which  they  {lass;  and  were 
few  individual)!,  after  a  cursory  survey  ;  anl,  the  facts  presented  to  their  view  observed  with 
'     Iherefjre,  to  aHeinpt  to  comprehend  its  inuiti-  care,  classified,  and  recordetl,  they  might,  in 
feriou^    revolutioii9i  phenomi-na    and    objects  m:iny  instances,  contribute  to  the  advancement 
(     vithu  the  ran^o  ot  theories  Cninded  on  a  |>ar-  of  science.      Btit   tiMusands  of   such  persons 
till  view  <^  some  of  itii  detached  parts,  is  not  can  sail  twice  '*  frum  Indus  to  th«!  frozen  pole, 
i     wr  an  evidence  of  presumption  and  fiilly,  but  as  ignorant  as  their  io/f,  and  as  stubborn  as  their 
inds  to  damp  our  ardour  in  prosecuting  the  only  compass,"  without   im[»nrtin^  orte   intellectual 
wan  path  which  leads  to  discovery,  and  to  frus-  aciiuiii'ion.      The  obser^-atious  made  during  a 
ln!e  what  ap|>cars  to  be  one  of  tii«^  designs  of  single  voyage  across  the  Atlantic,  by  a  single 
the  Creator,  namely,  to  grant  to  the  int^gttU  observer,  M.  Humboldt,  on  the  aspect  of  the 
i^kt>ii^Ant§  of  our  ghhe  a  gradmal  ditplay  of  Mm  Antarctic  region  of  tlio  heavens — the  p<K:uliar 
itwpeftdouM  plant  in  tfu  uniusrw  a$  the  reward  of  azure  of  the  African  sky — the  luminous  meteors 
f&Mriiiersaaii<  and  unwearied  eontemplationofhig  of  th(^  atmosphere — tlie  tides,  the  currents,  and 
WTntirtm*  works.  the   ditiferent  odours  of  the  ocean,  and  other 
Were  the  period  arrived  (and  of  its  arrival  I  phenonwna  which  happened  to  present  them- 
eatrrtain  no  doubt,  from  the  present  movements  selves  to  his  view — ore  of  more  value  to  the 
of  the  human  mind)  wh«n  the  majority  of  man-  scientific  world  thai*  the  observations  of  ten 
kind  %hall  devote  a  portion  of  their  time  and  at-  thousands  of  other  beings  who,  for  a  scries  of 
ttmifMi  to  llie  purposes  of  science,  and  to  the  years,  have  travrrsed  the  same  regions.     Yet 
con  emplation    of  nature — then   the   ditferent  these  possessed,  on  an  average,  the  same  sen- 
tutes  of  iiKlividuals,  and  the  various  situations  tient  organs,  the    same    intellectual  powers, 
in  which  they  may  be  placed,  would  lead  them  though  somewhat  differently  nxxlified  and  di- 
to  cultivate  more  particularly  the  science  most  reeled,  the  same  natural  capacities  for  oheerva- 
coigenial  to  their  minda ;  and  were  diitinct  tion  as  ihia  diitinguiahed  phik»opher,  which  re- 
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quired  only  an  impulse  to  be  given  in  a  certmin  dace  oT  foreign  lamls,  might  regalarljr  in 

direciioo,  in  order  to  aecomptiflh  the  same  ends,  without  the  least  injury  to  ilieir  oummerci 

And  wa«   Humboldt  more   burdened    and  per-  terests,  interesting  facU,  both  physical  anc 

plexed,ur  did  he  feel  less  comfortable  and  happy  ral,     scientific   dbservations,  chymical   e: 

than  his  ignorant  and  grovelling  associates  in  ments,  and   various   other  fragments   of  i 

the  ship  that  waAed   them  across  the   ocean  ?  in(brmalion  for  rearing  the  TeiQpie  of  Sci 

No.    He  felt  emotions  of  delight  and   intelleo-  and  extending  the  boundaries  of  human  h 

tual    enjoyments    to    which    they    were  uiler  ledge, 
strangers.      While  they   were  lolling  on  their 

hammocks,  or    loitering    upon  deck,  riewing  — ^— 
every  object  with  a  "brute  unoonecious   faze, 

ami  finding  no  enjoyment  but  in  a  glass  of  grog,  SECTION  IV. 
— a  train  of  interesting   reflections,  having  a 

relation  to  the  past,  the  present,  and  the  future,  on  ixik  plkasurks  aud  KHioncEim 

pa<wed  through  the  mind  of  this  phikwopber.  hsctkd  with  the  pctksuits  of  scie: 
Ue  felt  those   exquuite  emotions  which  arise 

from  perceptton  ti  the  beautifiil  and  the  sub-  Mah  is  a  compound  being ;  his  nature 

lime ;  he  looked  forward  to  the  advancement  of  sists  of  two  essential    parts,  body  and 

natural  science  as  the  result  of  his  observations,  Each  of  these  parts  of  the  hwnan  oonsti 

and  behekl  a  display  of  the  wisdom  and  gran-  has  its  peculiar  uses,  and  is  susceptibk)  < 

deur  of  the  Almighty  in  the  diveitified  scenes  culiar   gratifications.     The  body   is  fun 

through  which  he^ passed.    Such  observations  with  external  senses,  which  are  Itoth  the  S4 

and  menial  employments  as  those  to  which  I  of  i^easure   and   the  inlets  of  knowledge 

allude,  so  tu  tnm  distracting  the  mind,  and  un-  the  Creator  has  furnished  the  universe  wi 

fitting  it  for  the  performance  of  oflkial  duties,  jeets  fitted  for  their  exercise  and  gratific 

would  tend  to  prevent  that  languor  \nd  enmd  While  these  pleasures  are  directed  by  th< 

which  result  from  mental  inactivity,  and  wouM  tates  of  reason,  \nd  confined  within  the 

afford  a  source  of  intellectual  enjoyment  amidst  prescribed  by  the  Divine  law,  they  are 

the   uniformity  of  scene,  which   is  freqdently  from  being   unlawful,  that   in  the  enjoym 

presented  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean.  them  we  fulfil  one  of  the  purposes  for  whii 

From  the  whole  that  has  been  now  stated  on  Creator  brought  us   into  existence.     Bi 

this  subject,  it  appears,  that  in  order  to  make  pursuit  of  sensitive  pleasures  is  not  the  u) 

spience  advance  with  accelerated  steps,  and  to  end  of  our  being ;  we  enjoy  such  gratific 

multiply  .  the  aooroes  of  mental  enjoyment,  we  in  common  with  the  inferior  animals ;  and 

have  only  to  set  the  machinery  of  the  hunnn  far  as  we  rest  in  them  as  our  chief  got 

mind  (at  present  in  a  quiescent  state)  in  mo-  pour  contempt  on  our  intellectual  natur 

tion,  and  to  direct  its  movements  to  those  ob-  degrade  ourselves  nearly  to  the  level    < 

jeets  which  are  congenial  to  its  native  dignity  beasts  that  perish. 

and  its  high  destination.     The  capacity  of  the  Man  is  endowed  with  intellectual  powi 

bulk  of  mankind  for   learning  mechanical  em-  well  as  with  organs  of  sensation,— with  & 

ployments,  and  (or   contriving  and  executing  of  a  higher  order,  and  which  adroit  nf  uk 

plans  of  human  destmctioa,  proves  that  they  ried  and  suUime  gratifications  than  those 

are  competent  to  make  all  the  researches  requi-  the  senses  can  produce.    By  these  faailt 

site  for  the  improvement  of  science.    The  same  are  chiefly  distin«uished  from  the  lower 

mental  energies  now  exerted  in  mechanical  la-  of  animated  existence ;  in  the  proper  ej 

hour  and  in  the  arts  of  mischief,  if  properly  di-  and  direction  of  them,  we  experience  thi 

rected,  and  acting  in  unison,  and  accompanied  est  and  most  refined  enjoyments  of  whi< 

with  a  spirit  of  perseverance,  would  accomplish  nature  is  susceptible,  and  are  gradual! 

many  grand  and  beneficent  eflfects,  in  rdatioii  pared  for  the  employments  of  that  immort 

both  to  the  physical  and  moral  world,  and  woakl  istence  to  which  we  are  destined.    The 

amply  compensata  the  occasional  want  of  ex-  real  senses  were  bestowed  chiefly  in  i 

traordina^'  degreaa.  of  mental  vigour.    Were  viency  to  the  powers  of  intellect,  and  to 

onlya  hundred  millions  of  eyes  and  of  intelleda,  materials  for  thought   and  contemplatioi 

(or   the  tenth  part  of  the  population  of  oar  the  pleasures  pecidiar  to  our  intellectual  i 

gkibe)  occasionally  fixed  on  all  the  diversified  rife  as  high  above  mere  sensitive  enjcy 

aspects,  notknis  and  relations  of  imiversal  na*  as  the  rank  of  man  stands  in  the  scale 

tore,  it  oonkl  not  foil  of  being  foUowed  by  the  iitfliice,  above  that  of  the  fowls  of  the 

most  nobia  and  interesting  results,  not  only  in  the  beasts  of  the  forest.    Such  pleasur 

rektioB  to  science,  but  to  social  and  ssoral  or-  pive  and  refined ;  they  are  congenial 

dar,  and  to  tha  general  meliofmtion  of  naankiad.  character  of  a  rational  being ;   they  arc 

Wara  this  snppoaition  raalissd,  our  travellers,  psrmaneBt   than   mere  sensitive    enjoy 

and  iMiintas,  akng  with  Ika  pr»-  thaycoibt  enjoyed  whan  worldly  comfo 
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1,  and  when  sensual  gratifications  can  in  ages  past,  sT  (Im  wooden  of  creatioo  which 

delight ;  thejr  afiord  solace  in  the  they  have  uBfi>lded  to  new,  of  the  instruments 

etiremcnt  Ct'Ma  the  bustle  of  business,  which  have  been  invented  for  exploring  the  uni- 

Istion  amidst  the  calamities  and  alflic-  Terse,  and  of  the  imfNTovements  which  are  now 

irhich  humanity  is  exposed ;  and  the  going  ibrward  in  every  department  of  science 

cqain  a  relish  fiir  such  pleasures,  ihe  «ad  art,  and  the  prospects  they  are  opening  to 

II  we  be  prepared  for  associatiug  with  our  view,  he  is  ahnost  as  entirely  ignorant  as  if 

BS  of  a  higher  order  in  the  future  he  liad  been  fixed  under  the  frozen  pole,  or 

chained  ti;  the  surface  of  a  distant  planet.    He 

iroceediag  to  the  more  particular  il-  considers  learning  as  consisting  chiefly  in  the 

jf  this  topic,  let  us  consider  the  state  knowledge  of  grammar,  Greek  and  Latin ;  and 

joymenta  of  the  man  whose  mind  is  philoa<^hy  and  astronomy,  as  the  arts  of  telling 

a  ig;norance.     He  grows  up  to  man-  fortunes  and  predicting  the  state  of  the  wea- 

.  vegetable,  or  like  one  of  the  lower  ther ;  and  experiment  d  chymistry,  as  alfied  to 

uU  are  fed  and  nourished  ^for   the  the  arts  of  magic  and  necromancy.    He  haa  no 

He  exerts  his  physical  powers,  be-  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  understanding 

I  exertion  is  necessary  fur  his  sub-  may  be  enlightened  and  expanded,  he  has  no  re- 

wrra  it  otherwise,  we  sboukl  most  lish  for  inteDectual  pursuits,  and  no  conception 

find  htm  doxing  over  the    fire,  or  of  the  pleasures  they  afford,  and  he  sets  no 

th«  son,  with  a  gaze  as  dull  and  stu-  value  on  knowledge  but  in  so  &r  as  it  may  tend 

)x,  regvdlees  of  every  thing  but  the  to  increase  his  riches  and  his  sensual  gratifici^ 

o  of  h'ls  appetites.    He  has  perhaps  tions.    He  has  no  desire  Ibr  making  improve- 

n  the  art  of  reading,  but  has  never  ments  in  his  trade  or  domestic  arrangements, 

0  the  acquisition  of  knowledge.  His  and  gives  no  countenance  to  those  useful  i»- 
chiefly  confined  to  tlie  objects  imme-  ventions  and  public  improvements  whidi  are 
nod  lum,  and  to  the  daily  avocations  devised  by  others.  He  sets  himself  against 
bi  is  employed.  His  knowledge  of  every  innovation,  whether  religious,  political, 
arcnmscribed  within  the  limits  of  his  mechanical,  or  agricultural,  and  is  determined 
d  his  views  of  the  world  in  which  he  to  abide  by  the  **  good  old  customs"  of  his  fore- 
r  confined  withm  the  range  of  the  fathers,  however  irrational  and  absurd.  Were 
wUch  he  resides,  or  of  the  blue  hills  u  dependent  upon  him,  the  moral  worid  would 
Ihishorizon^  Of  the  aspects  of  the  itand  still  as  the  material  world  was  supposed  to 
iker  countries— of  the  various  tribes  do  in  former  times ;  all  useliil  inventions  and 

1  they  are  peopled«-of  the  seas  and  improvements  would  cease,  existing  evils  would 
tinents  and  islands  which  diversify  never  be  remedied,  ignorance  and  superstition 
ape  of  the  earth— of  the  numerous  would  universally  prevail,  the  human  nund  would 
animated  beings  wliich  people  the  be  arrested  in  its  progreis  to  perfection,  and  man 
atmosphere  and  the  land,— of  the  re-  would  never  arrive  at  the  true  dignity  of  hii  in- 
if  nations,  and  the  events  which  have  tellectual  nature. 

»  in  the  history  of  the  world,  he  has  It  is  evident  that  such  an  individual,  (and  the 

little  conception  as  the  auimals  that  world  contains  thousands  and  millions  of  such 

^est,  or  bound  through  the  lawns,  characters)  can  never  have  his  mind  elevated 

to  the  boundless  regions  that  lie  be-  to  those  sublime    objects  and  contemplations 

a  the  firmament,  and  the  bodies  that  which  enrapture  the  man  of  science,  nor  feel 

in  magnificent  grandeur,  he  has  the  those  pure  and  exquisite  pleasures  which  culti- 

jsed  and  inaccurate  ideas ;  and  he  vatcd  minds  so  frequently  experience ;  nor  can 

libles  himself  with  inquiries  in  relation  he  form  those  lofty  and  expansive  ideas  of  the 

bgecU.     Whether  the  stars  be  great  Deity  which  the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of 

rbether  they  be  near  Ui  or  at  a  dis-  his  works  are  calculated  to  inspire.     He  is  Ic^ 

ivhetherthey  move  or  stand  still,  is  to  as  a  prey  to  all  those  foolish  n<^ns  and  vain 

tcr  of  trivial  importance.     If  the  sun  alarms  which  are  engendered  by  ignorance  and 

Eight  by  day,  and  the  moon  by  night,  superstition ;  and  he  swallows,  without  the  least 

Mids  distil  their  watery  treaaures  upon  hentation,  all  the  absurdities  and  chiklish  tales 

d  fields,  he  is  contented,  and  leaves  all  respecting  witches,  hobgoblins,  spectres  and  ap- 

ries  and  investigations  to  those  who  paritions,  which  have  been  handed  down  to  htm 

else  to  engage  their  attention.     He  by  his  forefathers  in  former  generations.    And 

canopy  of  heaven  as  merely  a  ceiling  while  he  thus  gorges  his  mind  with  fooleries  and 

thly  habitation,  and  the  starry  orbs  as  absurdities,  he  spurns  at  the  discoveries  of  sd- 

iny  luminous  studs  or  tapers  to  diver-  ence  as  impositions  on  the  credulity  of  mankind, 

>oct,  and  to  afford  a  glimmering  light  and  contrary  to  reason  and  common  sense.  That 

ighted  traveller.    Of  the  discoveries  the  sun  is  a  million  of  times  larger  than  the 

0  been  made  in  the  physical  sciences  earth,  that  light  flito  firom  his  body  at  the  rate 
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quired  only  an  impulse  to  be  given  in  a  certain  dace  oT  foreign  lamb,  might  regularly  in 

direcrion,  in  order  to  acconipluih  the  same  ends,  without  the  least  injury  to  iheir  oummerci 

And  was   Humboldt  more   burdened    and   ptfr-  terests,  interesting   facts,  both  physical  auc 

plexed,ur  did  he  feel  less  comfortable  and  happy  ral,     scientific   observations,  chymical   e: 

than  his  ignorant  and  grovelling  associates  in  ments,  and   various   other  fragments   of  i 

the  ship  that  waAed   them  across  the   ocean  ?  information  for  rearing  the  Temple  of  Sci 

No.     He  felt  emotions  of  delight  and   intelleo-  and  extending  the  boundaries  of  human  h 

tual    enjoyments    to    which    they    were  utter  ledge, 
strangers.      While  they   were  lolling  on  their 

bamoaocks,  or    loitering    upon  deck,  viewing  -^— — 
every  object  with  a  "brute  unconscious   faze," 

and  finding  no  enjoyment  but  in  a  glass  of  grogt  SECTION  lY. 
— a  train  of  interesting   reflections,  having  a 

relation  to  the  past,  ihe  present,  and  the  future,  of  las  plkasurks  and  xmorMsirrs 

pawed  through  the  mind  of  this  philoaopher.  hsctkd  with  thk  pi7ksuits  of  scie: 
He  felt  those   exquisite  emotions  which  arise 

from  p«t»ptioa  6t  the  beautiful  and  the  sub-  Mah  is  a  compound  being ;  his  nature 

lime ;  he  looked  forward  to  the  advancement  of  sists  of  two  essential    parts,  body  and  : 

natural  science  as  the  result  of  his  observations,  Each  of  these  parts  of  the  human  consti 

and  beheld  a  display  o^*  the  wisdom  and  gran-  has  its  peculiar  uses,  aftd  is  susceptible  < 

deur  of  the  Almighty  in  the  divertnfied  scenes  culiar    gratifications.     The  body   is  fum 

through   which  he^ passed.    Such  observations  with  external  senses,  which  are  both  the  sc 

and  mental  employments  as  those  to  which  I  of  pleasure   and   the  inlets  of  knowledge 

allude,  so  fiu*  fifom  distracting  the  mind,  and  un-  the  Creator  has  furnished  the  universe  wi 

fittbg  it  for  the  performance  of  oflkial  duties,  jeeis  fitted  for  their  exercise  and  gratific 

would  tend  to  preTent  that  languor  \nd  ensna  While  these  pleasures  are  directed  by  th< 

which  result  from  mental  inactivity,  and  wouM  tates  of  reason,  and  confined  within  the 

afibrd  a  source  of  intellectual  enjoyment  amidst  prescribed  by  the  Divine  law,  they  are 

the  uniformity  of  scene,  which   is  freqoently  from  being   unlawful,  thait   in  the  enjoym 

presented  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean.  them  we  fulfil  one  of  the  purposes  for  whi< 

From  the  whole  that  has  been  now  stated  on  Creator  brought   us   into  existence.     Bu 

this  subject,  it  appears,  that  in  order  to  make  pursuit  of  sensitive  pleasures  is  not  the  ull 

apience  advanoe  with  accelerated  steps,  and  to  end  of  our  being;  we  enjoy  such  gratific 

multiply  .the  soorces  of  mental  enjoyment,  we  in  common  with  the  inferior  animals ;  and 

have  only  to  set  the  machinery  of  the  human  far  as  we  rest  in   them  as  our  diief  goc 

mind  (at  present  in  a  quiescent  state)  in  mo-  pour  contempt  on  our   intellectual  natun 

tion,  and  to  direct  its  movements  to  those  ob-  degrade  ourselves  nearly  to  the  level    c 

jects  which  are  congenial  to  its  native  dignity  beasts  that  perish. 

audits  high  destination.     The  capacity  of  the  Man  b  endowed  with  intellectual  powe 

bulk  of  mankind  for   learning  mechanical  em-  well  as  with  organs  of  sensation, — with  fa< 

ployments,  and  for   contriving  and  executing  of  a  higher  order,  arid  which  admit  of  mo 

|dans  of  human  destruction,  proves  that  they  ried  and  sublime  gratifications  ihan  those 

are  competent  to  make  all  the  researches  requi-  the  senses  can  produce.    By  these  facultj 

site  (or  the  improvement  of  science.    The  same  are  chiefly  distinguished  from  the  lower 

mental  energies  now  exerted  in  mechanical  la-  of  animated  existence ;  in  the  proper  ex 

hour  and  in  the  arts  of  mischief,  if  properly  di-  and  direction  of  them,  we  experience  the 

rected,  and  acting  in  unison,  and  accompanisd  est  and  most  refined  enjoyments  of  whic 

with  a  spirit  of  perseveraDoe,  would  accomplish  nature  is  susceptible,  and  are  graduallj 

many  grand  and  beneficent  efiecla,  in  rolalioii  pared  for  the  employments  of  that  immorti 

both  to  the  physical  and  moral  world,  and  woukl  istence  to  which  we  are  desthied.    The  < 

amply  componsats  the  occasional  want  of  ex-  real  senses  were  bestowed  chiefly  in  s 

traordina^  degreat  of  mental  vigour.    Were  viency  to  Ihe  powers  of  intellect,  and  to  s 

only  a  hundred  millioM  of  ejres  and  of  intellects,  materials  for  thought   and  contemplation 

(or   the  tenth  part  of  the  population  of  our  the  pleMures  peculiar  to  our  intellectual  n 

gkibe)  occasionally  fixed  on  all  the  diversified  rita  as  high  above  mere  sensitive  enjcyi 

aspects,  motions  and  relations  of  imiversal  na*  as  the  rank  of  man  stands  in  the  scale 

tort,  it  oouki  not  fidl  of  being  fbUowed  by  the  iitfliice,  above  that  of  the  fowls  of  the  i 

most  nohio  and  interesting  results,  not  only  in  the  beasts  of  the  forest.    Such  pleasun 

relalion  to  seienoe,  but  to  social  and  moral  or-  pure  and  refined ;  they  are  congenial 

dar,  and  to  tha  gaoeral  melioration  of  nankind.  diaraetor  of  a  rational  being ;   they  are 

Wofo  this  soppoaition  raalisad,  our  travdlera,  psnnaneBt   than   mere  sensitive    enjoyi 

Mkd  iiinoca,  tkng  with  Ika  pr*-  thay  coi  bt  eBjoyod  whtn  worldly  comfo 
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viMtwn,  and  when  sensual  gratiBcatiom  can  in  ages  past,  sT  the  wonders  of  creation  which 

•Aid  no  delight ;   they   a>r>rd  solace  in  the  they  Imto  unfolded  to  view,  of  the  instruments 

koors  oT  retirement  frjm  the  bustle  of  busineM,  which  have  been  invented  for  exploring  the  uni- 

aai  consolation  ainidjit  the  calamities  and  alHic-  verse,  and  of  the  improvements  which  are  now 

lions  tn  which  humanity  is  exposed ;  and  the  going  forward  in  evtry  department  of  scieno<» 

mart  we  acquire  a  relish  for  such  pleasures,  the  and  art,  and  the  prospects  tliey  are  opening  to 

better  shall  we  be  prepared  for  aMociating  with  our  view,  he  is  almost  an  entirely  ignorant  as  if 

nttrlligenciss  of  a  higher  order  in  the  fiitiu«  he  had  been  fixed  under  the  frozen  pole,  or 

vortd.  chained  to  the  surface  iif  a  distant  planet.    He 

Bcfire  proceeding  to  the  more  particular  il-  considers  learning  ao  consisting  chiefly  in  the 

Iniration  c/  this  topic,  let  us  consider  the  stale  knowledge  of  grammar,  Greek  and  Latin ;  and 

lad  the  enjjoymems  of  the  man  whose  mind  is  philosophy  and  astronomy,  as  the  arts  of  telling 

•hr«led  in  ignorance.     He  grows  up  to  man-  Ibrtunea  and  predicting  the  stale  of  the  wea^ 

Wi  like  a  vegetable,  or  like  one  of  the  lower  ther ;  and  experimental  chymistry,  as  alKed  to 

aaimak  that  are  fed  and  nouruhed  Tor   the  the  arts  of  magic  and  necromancy.    He  has  no 

ilaoghter.     He  exerts  hb  physical  powers,  be-  idea  of  the  manner  in  which  the  understanding 

tants  lucfa  ezMtinn  is  necessary  lor  his  sub-  may  be  enlightened  and  expanded,  he  has  no  re-> 

liitence ;  were  it  otherwise,  we  should  most  Ijsh  (or  intellectual  pursuits,  and  no  conception 

frequently  find  him  doxiag  over  the    fire,  or  of  the  pleasures  they  afford,  and  he  sets  no 

banUnf  in  the  son,  with  a  gaze  as  dull  and  stu-  value  on  knowledge  but  in  so  &r  as  it  may  tend 

fid  as  his  ox,  regardless  of  eveiy  thing  but  the  to  increase  his  riches  and  his  sensual  gratific»- 

gntificalioa  of  his  appetites.    He  has  perhaps  tioos.    He  has  no  desire  fiv  making  improve- 

hsen  tau^t  the  art  df  reading,  bat  has  never  ments  in  his  trade  ur  domestic  arrangements, 

applied  it  to  the  acquisitioD  of  knowledge.   His  ami  gives  no  countenance  to  those  useful  i»- 

visws  ve  chiefly  confined  to  the  objects  imm^  ventions  and  public  improvements  which  are 

diately  around  him,  and  to  the  daily  avocations  devised  by  others.    He  sets  himself  against 

in  which  hn  is  employed.     His  knowledge  of  every  innovation,  whether  reUgioos,  political, 

MdeCy  is  drcnmscribed  within  the  limits  of  his  mechanical,  or  agricultural,  and  is  determined 

ytrish,  and  his  views  of  the  work!  in  which  he  to  abide  by  the  *'  good  old  customs**  of  his  fore- 

IvsQs  are  confined  within  the  range  of  the  fathers,  however  irrational  and  absurd.     Were 

nontry  in  which  he  resides,  or  of  the  blue  hiUs  it  dependent  upon  him,  the  moral  worid  would 

srtaeh  skirt  his  horizoo,    Of  the  aspects  of  the  itand  still  as  the  material  world  was  supposed  to 

^obe  in  other  countries— of  the  various  tribes  do  in  former  times ;  all  usefiil  invenUons  and 

vilh  which  they  are  peopled— of  the  seas  and  improvements  would  cease,  easting  evils  would 

fivers,  continent  and  islands  which  diversify  never  be  remedied,  ignorance  and  superstition 

Ike  landjtcape  of  the  earth— of  the  numerous  would  universally  prevail,  the  human  mmd  would 

grders  of  animated  beings  which   people  the  be  arrested  in  its  progress  to  perfection,  and  man 

ocean,  the  atmosphere  and  the  land,^K>f  the  re-  would  never  arrive  at  the  true  dignity  of  his  in- 

voluthjoi  of  fuUions,  and  the  events  which  have  tellectual  nature. 

liken  place  in  the  history  of  the  workl,  he  has  It  is  evident  that  such  an  individual,  (and  the 

•Imoft  as  little  conception  as  the  animals  that  world  contains  thousands  and  millions  of  such 

range  the  forest,  or  bound  through  the  lawns,  characters)  can  never  have  his  mind  elevated 

In  reEard  to  the  boundless  regi(»s  that  lie  be-  to  those  sublime    objects  and  c<Hitem|^tions 

yond  him  in  the  firmament,  and  the  bodies  that  which  enrapture  the  man  of  science,  nor  feel 

roll  there  in  magnificent  grandeur,  he  has  the  those  pure  and  exquisite  pleasures  which  ctilti- 

awt  confused  and  inacctu^te  ideas ;  and  ho  vatcd  minds  so  frequently  experience ;  nor  can 

i«kiom  troubles  himself  witli  inquiries  in  relation  he  fr»rm  those  lofty  and  expansive  ideas  of  the 

to  such  sul^ecu.     Whether  the  stars  be  great  Deity  which  the  grandeur  and  magnificence  of 

er  small,  whether  they  be  near  us  or  at  a  dis-  his  works  are  calculated  to  inspire.    He  is  left 

Uace,  or  whether  they  move  or  stand  still,  is  to  as  a  prey  to  all  those  foolish  notions  and  vain 

him  a  matter  of  trivial  importance.     If  the  sun  alarms  which  arc  engendered  by  ignorance  and 

give  him  light  by  day,  and  the  moon  by  night,  superstition ;  and  he  swallows,  without  the  least 

snd  the  clouds  distil  their  watery  treasures  upon  hesitation,  all  the  absurdities  and  chikiish  tales 

kii  parched  fields,  he  is  contented,  and  leaves  all  respecting  witches,  hobgoblins,  spectres  and  ap- 

soch  inquiries  and  investigations  to  those  who  paritions,  whirh  have  been  handed  down  to  him 

have  little  else  to  engage  their  attenticm.    He  by  his  forefathers  in  former  generatkms.    And 

views  the  canopy  of  heaven  as  merely  a  ceiling  while  he  thus  gorges  his  mind  with  fooleries  and 

to  our  earthly  habitation,  and  the  starry  orbs  as  absurdities,  ho  spurns  at  the  discoveries  of  sci- 

odr  so  many  luminous  sUids  or  tapers  to  diver-  ence  as  impositions  on  the  credulity  of  mankind, 

ufy  its  aspect,  and  to  aflford  a  glimmering  light  and  contrary  to  reason  and  common  sense.  That 

to  the  benighted  traveller.    Of  the  discoveries  the  sun  is  a  million  of  times  larger  than  the 

wkidh  have  been  made  in  Um  phyaical  sciences  earth,  that  light  fli^s  from  his  body  at  the  rate 
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of  two  hundred  thousand  miles  in  a  moment  of  from  its  mouth  and  rolling  down  its  sidrs  like  a 

time,  and  that^  the  earth  is  whirling  round  its  flaming  river— descend  into  the  subterraneaD 

axis  from  day  to  day,  with  a  Telocity  of  a  thou-  grotto,  survey,  from  the  top  of  the  Andea,  the 

■and  miles  every  hour,  are  regarded  by  him  as  lightnings  flashing  and  the  thunders  rolling  frr 

notions  far  more  improbable  and  extravagant  beneath  him — stand  on  the  brink  of  tlie  dashisf 

than  the  story  of  the  **  Wonderful  Lamp,"  and  cataract  and  listen  to  its  roarings — oontemplaie 

aO  the  other  tales  of  the  "  Arabian  Night's  En-  the  ocean  rearing  its  billows  in  a  storm,  and  tb« 

tertainments.'*    In  his  hours  of  leisure  from  his  hurricane  and  tornado  tearing  up  forests  by 

daily  avocations,  his  thoughts  either  run  wild  tiieir  roots,  and  tossing  them  about  as  stuU^e. 

among  the  most  grovelling  objects,  or  sink  into  Sitting  at  his  fireside,  during  the  blasts  of  wta- 

Mnanality  or  inanity,  and  solitude  and  retire  ter,  he  can  survey  the  numerous  tribes  of  man- 

laent  present  no  charms  to  his  vacant  mind,  kind  scattered  over  the  various  climates  of  the 

While  human  beings  are  thus  immersed  in  ig-  earth,  and  entertain  himself  with  views  of  their 

norance,  destitute  of  rational  ideas,  and  of  a  manners,  customs,  religion,  laws,  trade,  maoo* 

solid  substratum  of  thought,  they  can  never  ex-  factures,  marriage  ceremonies,  civil  and  eode> 

perience  those  pleasures  and  enjoyments  which  siastical   governments,  arts,  sciences,  cities, 

flow  from  the  exercise  of  the  understanding,  towns  and  villages,  and  the  animals  peculiar  to 

and  which  correspond  to  the  dignity  of  a  rational  every  region.    In  his  rural  walks  he  can  not 

and  immortal  nature.  only  appreciate  the  beneficence  of  Nature  aad 

On  the  other  band,  the  man  whose  mind  is  the  beauties  and  harmonies  of  the  vegelabis 

irradiated  with  the  light  of  sitfaatantial  science,  kingdom,  in  their  exterior  aspect,  but  can  also 

has  Tiews,  and  ftelings,  and  exquisite  enjoy-  penetrate  into  the  hidden  processes  which  art 

meats  to  wtuch  the  former  is  aa  entire  stranger,  going  on  in  the  roots,  trunks  and  leaves  of 

In  consequence  of  the  numerous  and  multifa-  plants  and  flowers,  and  contemplate  the  mi> 

rious  ideas  he  has  acquired,  he  is  introduced,  merous  vessels  through  which  the  sap  is  flowia| 

as  it  were,  into  a  new  world,  where  he  is  enters  from  their  roots  through  the  trunks  and  braiichest 

tained  with  acenes,  objects,  and  movements,  of  the  millions  of  pores  through  which  their  odor^ 

iHiich  a  mind  enveloped  in  ignorance  can  form  ferous  eflluvia  exhale,  their  fine  and  delieali 

no  oonceptioo.    He  can  trace  back  the  stream  texture,  their  microscopical  beauties,  their  op> 

of  time  to  its  commencement ;   and,  gliding  ders,  genera,  and  species,  and  their  uses  ia  iht 

along  its  downward  course,  can  survey  the  most  economy  of  nature. 

menMHable  events  which  have  happened  in  With  the  help  of  his  microscope,  he  can  9> 
every  part  of  its  progress  from  the  primeval  ter  into  a  world  unknown  to  the  ignorant,  asl 
ages  to  the  present  day — the  rise  of  empires,  altogether  invisible  to  the  unassisted  eye.  b 
tfie  fall  of  kinfi,  the  revolutions  of  nati(ms,  the  every  plant  and  flower  which  adorns  the  field,  ii 
battles  of  warriors,  and  the  important  events  every  leaf  of  the  forest,  in  the  seeds,  pricUss 
which  have  foUowedin  their  train — the  progress  and  down  of  all  vegetables,  he  perceives  beat- 
of  civilization,  and  of  arts  and  sciences— >the  ties  and  harmonies,  and  exquisi  e  contrivanceSi 
judgments  which  have  been  inflicted  on  wicked  of  which,  without  this  instrument,  he  cosid 
natloaa  the  dawnings  of  Divine  mercy  towards  have  formed  no  conception.  In  every  scale  ef 
our  fidlen  race— the  manifestation  of  the  Son  a  haddock  he  perceives  a  beautiful  piece  ef 
of  God  in  our  nature— the  physical  changes  and  net-work,  admirably  contrived  and  arrangedf 
revolutions  which  have  taken  place  in  the  con-  and  in  the  scale  of  a  sole  a  still  more  diversified 
■titution  of  our  globe — in  short,  the  whole  -of  structure,  which  no  art  could  imitate,  tenni- 
the  leading  events  in  the  chain  of  Divine  dis-  nated  with  pointed  spikes,  and  formed  with  ad> 
pensation  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  to  mirable  regularity.  Where  nothing  but  a  spook 
the  period  in  which  we  live.  With  his  mental  of  nuntUUneu  appears  to  the  naked  eye,  he  bs- 
eye  he  can  survey  the  terraqueous  globe  in  all  holds  a  furett  bf  mushroomt  with  long  stalks, 
its  varie^  of  aspects ;  contemplate  the  conti-  and  with  leaves  and  blossoms  distinctly  visftla. 
nents,  islands  anid  oceans  which  compose  its  In  the  eyes  of  a  common  fly,  where  oUiers  can 
exterior,  the  numwrous  rivers  by  which  it  is  in-  see  only  two  small  protuberances,  he  perceives 
dented,  the  lofty  ranges  of  mountains  which  di-  several  thousands  of  beautiful  transparent 
versify  its  surface,  its  winding  caverns,  its  globes,  exquisitely  rounded  and  polished,  placed 
Ibrests,  lakes,  sandy  deserts,  ice-islands,  whirl-  with  the  utmost  regularity  in  rows,  crossing 
pools,  boiling  springs,  glaciers,  sulphuric  moun-  each  other  like  a  kmd  of  lattice-work,  aad 
tains,  bituminous  Uces,  and  the  states  and  em-  forming  the  most  admirable  piece  of  mechanism 
pires  into  which  it  is  distributed,  the  tides  and  which  the  eye  can  contemplate.  The  smaB 
eqnrents  of  die  ocean,  the  ice-bergs  of  the  polar  dust  that  covers  the  wings  of  moths  and  butter- 
regions,  and  the  verdant  scenes  of  the  torrid  flies  he  perceives  to  consist  of  an  infinite  mnhL 
flone.  He  can  climb,  in  imagination,  to  the  tude  of  feathers  of  various  forms,  not  much  un- 
it of  the  flaming  volcano,  listen  to  its  sub-  like  the  feathers  of  birds,  and  adorned  with  the 
beHofwiagi,  behold  its  lava  bwMfaf  most  bright  and  vivid  eotom.    Inan 
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that  Um  naked  eje  cau  scarcely  distin-  miii  I,  to  stiinulaio  itj  facultiei,  and  to  produce 

fuah  it  as  &  vLfible  poiift,  he  p.'rrcivci  a  hvaJ,  rational  ciij.tyincnt. 

Bualh,   eyes,   Ic^^,  jointii,  brittle*,  liair,  and  A-;ain, — .lie  man  of  knimlisd^e,  even  wbeB 
o^rr  animal  parU  and   finciiius,  0.1   niosly  siiro  id  ■•!  in  darkn*':*st,  anJ   1:1  wiliiude,  where 
Cinne  1  a-id  adjusted,  ajid  eiidotvcd  wiili  an  nt  icii  oihrr  niind^  r>>iil.i  find  n  >  rnjoynioni,  can  onter- 
vivacity,  a^iity  and  tnuilliijrn.'e  as  iJio  l&rjvr  toiu  hinHoit'  witii  ihu  most  Kiibiinir  coiitunipiii- 
•nimald.    In  the  tail  uf  a  small  fish  i»r  the  CmA  titin.^     He  cio  tract'  th*^  huj^c  glubc  on  which 
orafru:r.hecanperccirethcviiriu;;a:cJi)rani*h-  we  Hand  llyui^  ilinMii!!!  t.io  dvp!hs  lif  space, 
ia?i  cl  tSe   Teins  aaJ  artcrifS,  and  die  biooil  carryin;;  ahin;:  wi  h  it  1:21  vaitt  population,  altho 
cjcila^ing  through  them  with  amazing  vol'i'jity.  rate  of  !(ix(v  l!i'.rti«»riil  miUw  every  h>>ur,  and, 
Li  a  drop  of  fia^anl  water  he  p'*rcfired  thou-  by  th-  iiirliii.ili  >u  <<f  i.s  axis,  bringing  about  tht* 
oaU  of  living  beings  of  variuuA  shapes  aud  alternato    nu  :''v.-!ii  in  of  lumniur  and  winleri 
>LcAi,  beauufully  furmedi  and  iiwiinniin:;  with  sprint;  iinl  ha  rv^jt.     Hy  tlio  aiduf  hi«  telebcopu 
iTvU-in  viracity  like  fishes  in  the  midst  of  the  hv  can  :ruiis|M}ri  himself  lnwariLn  the  moini,  and 
•ic-.aii.  lu  short,  by  this  in^trumrtnt  he  |M*rceivcs  survey  ili*-  cireiiHsir  [daiiH,  the  d>tep caveruH,  the 
la:  L'te  wivjie  earth  is  full  of  autmation,  and  c«)iiical  hi.U.tliu  l»f  y  pi-aks,  the  siiaduws  of  ihe 
t:a:  [)iere  is  not  a  single  tree,  plant  or  Hower,  hi'.U  and  valcH.  and  the  ruesed  and  nmianric 
ani  scarcely  a  drop  of  water  that  is  not  teeming  mountain  sceneiy  which  diversify  the  surface 
with  lil'<,*  and  peopled  with  its  peculiar  inhabi-  of  this  orb  tif  night.     By  the  help  of  the  same 
lia!i.     He  thus  enters,  as  it  were,  into  a  new  instrument,  he  cun  rangf  through  the  planetary 
wld.  invisible  to  other  eyes,  where  every  ob-  system,  wini*  hist  way  through  the  regions  uf 
jeet  ia  the  animal,  vegetid>le  and  mineral  king-  space  along  with   the  swiftest  orbs,  and  trace 
lio  Bi,  prevents  a  new  and  int'.Testing  oipect,  many  of  the  physical  anpects  and  revolutions 
ta.i  iinfodj  beauties,  harmonies,  cantrastM  and  whicli  havi>  a  relation  to  distant  worldi.     Ho 
'.\qii>i:e  con'Jivancos,  altogether  incimccivable  can  transtpiirt  himself  to  the  planet  Saturn,  and 
>y  tha  Ignorant  and  unreflecting  min  1.  behold  a  stuprndoun  ring  600,000  miles  in  cii^ 
lo  LSe  invisible  atmosphere  which  surrounds  cumfercnce,   revolving    in    majestic    grandeur 
hiak  where  other  minds  discern  notliing  but  an  every  ten  htours,  around  a  globe  nine  hundred 
U'seaM  blank,  he  beholds  an  aAseniblage  of  times  larger  than  the  earth,  while  leven  moons 
wsoders,  and  a  striking  scene  of  Divine  Wis-  larger  than  oum,  along  with   an  innumerable 
d  Ml  and  Omnipotence.   He  views  this  invisible  host  of  ^tars,  display  their  radiance,  to  adorn 
a^'Dt  not  only  as  a  mattrial  but  ai  a  eompoumi  the  finnament  of  that  magniAcont  world,     iio 
MiMiance-'Conipounded  of  two  opposite  prin-  caii  win?  his  flight  to  the  still  more  distant  re- 
cplei,  the  one  the  source  uf  flame  and  animal  gi<)ns  of  the  universe,  leaving  the  mm  and  all  his 
life,  and  ths  olher  destructive  to  botli,  and  pro-  planets  bohiiMl    him,   till    they    appear  like  u 
^acin^  by  their  different  combinations,  the  must  Hcarcely  discernible  8|)eck  in  creation,  aud  con- 
djrersitied   and  beneficent  eflects.      He   per-  template  thousanls  and  millions  of  stars  and 
<^ives  rhe  atni'isphere,  as  the  agent  under  tiic  starry  syntemi,  beyond  the  range  of  the  unas- 
Aimi^liiy,  which  produces  the  germination  aud  nUteii  eye,  and  wander  among  suns  and  workis 
sr»ir:h  of  plants,  and  all  the  beauties  of  tlic  dispersed  throiishout  the  boundless  dimensious 
rre«:ahle  creation — which  preserves  water  in  a  of  spare.      He  can  fill  up,  in  his  imagination, 
liquid  state — supports  fire  and  flame,  and  pro-  those  blanks  which  astronomy  has  never  directly 
^acM  animal  heat,  which  sustains  the  clouds,  explored,   and  nmcrive  thousands  of  systems 
url;;ives  buoyancy  to  the  feathered  tribes —  and  ten  thoiuaii'lH  of  worlds,  beyond  all  that  is 
which  is  the  cause  of  wind^i — the  vehicle  of  visible  by  the  optic  tub**,  stretching  out  to  infinity 
HarlU — the  medium  of  sounds — the  source  of  on  every  han<l,  — new  creations  incessantly  slart- 
afl  the  pleajures  we  derive  from  the  harmonies  inj  into  exist(>nce — peopleil  with  intelligences  of 
ofni'Asic — the  cause  of  that  universid  light  and  varinis  orders,  ani  all  under  the   sui>erinteu- 
iplead-Mir  which  is  diffused  around  us,  and  of  den<<e  and  gi>veniment  of  "  the  King  Klernal, 
tikt  advantages  we  derive  from  t!\e  morning  and  Immortal  and  Invisible,"  whose  power  is  omni- 
erening  twilight.     In  short,  he  contemplates  it  potent,  and  tlio  liiuiu  of  his  dominions  (lasl  find- 
as  Lh«»  prime  mover  in  a  vario'y  of  machines, —  insr  out. 

as  imfxtl'ing  ships  across  the  ocean,  blowing  our  Ii  t«i  pvidt>!it  that  a  mind  capable  of  such  ex- 

fjrnace'*,  grinding  o«ir  c<irn,  raisin:;  water  from  cursion:^  and  <Miiit»'mpliilion»  as  I  have  now  sup- 

lS«  d*:e|X!St   pits,   cxtin:;iji*hing   fires,   selling  posed,  m«ist  e\;»tri"nce  enjoyments  infinitely  su- 

power-lof>ms  in  moriim,  propelling  steam-boats  pertor  to  thini-  of  the  individuol  whose  simiI  is 

along  river*  and  canals,  raising  baIl<K)n«  to  tlio  enveloped  in  intellectual  darkness.     If  sub:«fan- 

rsgiiNi  of  the  clouds,  and  performing  a  thousand  tial  happiness  i^  chielly  seated  in  tlie  mind,  if  it 

siher   bdnffficent  agencies   without  which  our  coniints  in  th«j  viiforoiis  exercise  of  its  faculties, 

globj  would  cease  to  be  a  habitable  world.    All  if  it  deppuiN  on  the  multiplicity  of  objects  which 

which  views  ani  contemplations  have  an  evi-  lie  within  the  range  tif  iw  contemplation,  if  it  i« 

4«at  teaiency  to  enlarge  the  capacity  of  the  augmented  by  the  view  of  scenes  of  beauty  and 
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■dbUmitj,  and  durpla3ni  of  infinite  intellii^ence  the  ocean  to  its  appointed  channeln— retam 

itod  power,  if  it  14  connected  with  tranqiiilUiy  of  inhabitantP  of  the  earth  to  its  surface,  and 

mind,  which  generally  accompanies  intellectual     yents  them  from  ilyin|;  off  in  wild         ~         

pursuits,  and  with  tlie  subjugation  of  the  plea-  through  the  voids  of  space— it  prodnees  the  ^^^^^^ 

sures  of  sense  to  the  dictates  of  reason — the  en-  scent  of  the  rains  and  dews,  aitd  the  altermUt"^ 

lightened  mind  must  enjoy  gratificati<ms  as  for  flux  and  reflux  of  the  tides — regulates  the  Tarioar'j^ 

superior  to  those  of  the  ignorant,  as  man  i»  su-  movements  of  all  animals — ^fbnns  mechanicif 

perior,  in  station  and  capacity,  to  the  womn  of  powers— gives  impulsioB  to  numerous  machiniv'  "^ 

the  duat.  — rolls  the  moon  round  the  earth,  and  prevenli 

In  Older  to  illustrate  this  topic  a  little  farther,  her  from  flying  off  to  Che  distant  regions  of  spaer^^ 

I  dian  select  a  few  facts  and  deductions  in  rela^  —extends  its  influence  fi-om  the  moon  to  llir^ 

tioo  to  aeieoce  which  demonstrate  the  interesting  earth,  fixxn  the  earth  to  the  moon,  and  from  tl» 

nature  and  ddightftil  tendency  of  scientific  pur-  sun  to  the  remotest  planets,  preserving  surroondp^ 

■uits.  ing  worlds  in  their  proper  courses,  and  cooned*  ^ 

Every  species  of  rational  information  has  a  ing  the  solar  system  with  other  worlds  and  fji^ 

tendency  to  produce  pleasing  emotions.    There  terns  in   the  remote  spaces  of  the  univerw.'^ 

is  a  certain  gratification  in  becoming  acquainted  When  a  stick  of  sealing  k^uc  is  rubbed  with  V^^ 

widi  ol>|ectt  and  operations  of  which  we  were  piece  of  flannel,  it  attracts  feathers  or  smaO  faUr^ 

formerly  ignorant,  and  that,  too,  altogether  inde-  of  paper ;  when  a  long  tube  of  glass,  or  a  eat§'*^ 

pendent  of  the  practical  tendency  of  such  know-  back  is  rubbed  in  the  dark,  they  emit  flashetsf  *^ ' 

ledge,  of  the  advantoges  we  may  expect  to  reap  fire,  accompanied  with  a  snapping  noise.    NoiTf  *^ 

frorok,  or  the  senaitire  enjoyments  with  which  is  it  not  delightfiil  to  a  rational  mind  to  knoir,  ^ 

itnMl7beaceolI^NUlied.    A  taste  fbr  knowledge,  that  the  same  principle  which  causes  wax  Ci*^  ' 

a  capacity  to  aoqofare  it,  and  a  pleasure  accom-  amber  to  attract  light  substances,  and  gbM 

panying  iti  acquisition,  form  a  part  of  the  con-  tubes  or  cylinders  to  emit  sparks  of  ftre,  pro*  ^- 

stitotioo  of  every  mind.     The  Creator  ha» im-  duces  the  lightnings  of  heaven,  and  all  the  mi^'*  -* 

planted  in  the  human  mind  a  priiicip)e  of  curi-  lime  phenomena  which  accompany  a  violaal  ^ 

oaity,  and  annexed  a  pleasure  to  ita  gratification,  thtmder^torm,  an^,  in  combination  with  othsr  ^ 

to  exeiCe  as  to  investigations  of  liie  wonders  of  agents,  produces  rise  the  fiery  meteor  wMelT  *= 

creation  he  has  presented  before  ns,  to  lead  us  sweeps  through  the  sky  with  its  luminous  traii^   • ' 

to  jost  oonoeptiflns  of  his  infinite  perfections,  and  the  beautiful  coruscations  of  the  aurora  bo-  ** 

and  of  th9  rektfen  in  which*  we  stand  to  him  as  reolisT    There  are  more  than  fifty  thousand  dIP  ' 

the  sutigects  of  ha  government.    We  all  know,  ferent  species  of  plants  in  the  vegetable  kinf-   r" 

«i;ith  what  a  lively  interest  most  persons  peruse  doni,  all  differing  from  one  another  in  their  sixe,  '^ 

novels  and  romances,  where  hatr-hreadth  e»-  structure,  flowers,  leaves,  fruits,  mode  of  propa-   " 

capes,  mysterious  incidents,  and  tales  of  wonder  gation,  internal  vessels,  medicinal  virtues,  awl     ■ 

are  depicted  with  all  the  force  and  beauty  of  Uie  odours  they  exhale.    Who  would  imagine- 

lango^fe.    But  the  scenes  detailed  in  such  wri-  that  this  immense  assemblage  of  vegetable  pro- 

tinn   produce  only  a  momentary  enjoyment,  dactions  which  adorns  the  surface  of  the  earth    -< 

Remg  retraced  as  ordy  the  fictions  of  a  lively  in  every  clime,  with  such  a  diversity  of  forms,    - 

imagination,  they  pass  away  ^tk»  a  dream  or  a  fhuts  andcoloors,  ore  the  result  of  the  combina-    ^ 

virion  cf  the  niight,  leaving  the  understanding  tion  of  fSmr  or  five  simple  snbstances  variously    « 

bsfirHdered,  and  destitute  of  any  solid  improve-  modified  by  the  hand  of  the  Creator?    Tet  it  ir 

ment.    Inorder  to  improve  the  intellectuaifacul-  an  undoubted  fitct,  ascertained  from  chymicat 

ties  while  we  gratify  the  principle  of  curiosity,  analysis,  that  all  vegetable  substances,  from  tfie     *i 

it  is  only  requisite,  that  we  direct  the  attention  invisible  mushroom  which  adheres  to  a  spot  of     ^ 

toybeCi  instead  of  fictions ;  and  when  the  rW  mouldineas,  to  the  cedar  of  Lebanon  and  the 

aeenet  of  the  universe  are  presented  in  an  in-  Banian-tree,  which  would  cover  with  its  shade     ^ 

teresling  aspect,  tfiey  are  caknilated  to  produce  on  army  of  ten  thousand  men,— are  solely  con-     ■ 

emotions  of  wonder  and  delight  even  superior  to  pnsed  of  the  following  natural  principlesy—Ca- 

those  excited  by  the  most  h^ly  wrought  tales  loric.  Light,  Water,  Air  and  Carbon, 

of  fiction  and  romance.      The  fi>llowing  facts  Again,  is  it  not  wonderful,  that  the  invisibk 

and  considerations  wtt  perhaps  tend  to  corro-  atmosphere  should  compress  our  bodies  every 

borate  this  position.  moment  with  a  weight  of  more  than  thirty  thon> 

In  tfae  first  place,  <Ae  mtnAer  9f  fSl^nprodMc^d  sand  pounds  without  our  feeling  it,  and  the  whole 

6y  •  stN^  jnimtipU  m<  nodre,  n  calcnkted  to  earth  with  a  weight  of  12,043,468,800,000,000, 

exeite  emotions  of  admiration  and  dtolight.  From  000  of  ^warndt,  or  five  thousand  billions  of  fons," 

the  simple  principle  of  ^rovilafisn,  for  instance,  that  this  pressure  is  essentially  necessary  to  onr 

pTOOsed  an  the  beauties  and  sublimities  which  existence,  and  that  a  small  quantity  of  air  wiffaiB 

nrin  fitm  the  meandering  rills,  the  majestic  ri-  us,  which  would  not  weigh  above  a  single  00068^ 

vew^  and  the  roaring  cataracts    it  causes  tha  by  its  strong  elastic  force,  counteracts  the  eAelv 

Id  fast  Oft  a  solid  baaisi  and  eonfinen  of  this  trraMndous  pteanuie  upon  onr  liniWi^^    . 
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ur  being  cnubed  to  pieces— that  the  lame  whkh  catiaee  a  baDocNi  to  riie  abort 

te  ftrovcDta  o ^r  habitatiofui  from  the  cluudi,  and  UkewiM  extinguishes  flaaoe  when 

and  cruiliiog  us  to  dca'Ji,  without  it  is  iinmersod  in  a  body  of  this  ga»— that  the 

s  windows  would  be  sliaitored  to  leaves  of  vegetables  which  rot  upon  the  ground 

jtoA  sUtcIy  edifxcs  tumbled  into  and  appear  to  be  iost  for  ever,  are  converted  by 

^  atm  )«|>herc  u  at  the  same  tiine  the  oxygen  of  tJio  atmoaphere  into  carbonic  acid 

nsnieose  variety  of  operaiiuiis  in  ^aj,  aiui  titu  vay  mm€  cmrbon  mm,  in  process  of 

->insiaualin<!  itself  ii.to  the  porea  tiine,  absorbed  by  a  new  race  of  vegetables, 

(  of  plants  and  flowers — produo-  which  it  clothes  with  a  new  fi^liage,  and  again 

ia  all  li^-ing  bciiigji,  and  support-  renews  the  (ace  of  nature — and  that  the  same 

rocc.oos  of  life  owl  vegetaiiou  principle  which  causes  tlio   sensation  of  heat  i% 

anioial  and  vegetable  creatioii —  the  cause  of  fluidity,  expands  bodies  in  every 

■  pifxlucos  the  process  of  what  is  direction,  enters  into  every  operation  in  nature, 

kieBppiiig<— causes  snails  and  po»  flies  from  the  sun  at  the  rata  of  185/X)0  miles  in 

are  to  the  rocks  on  idiich  they  are  a  second  of  time,  and,  by  its  powerful  influence, 

feet  to  the  adhesion  of  bodies  by  prevents  the  whole  matter  of  the  universe  froai 

\r  and  cements— raises  water  in  beini;  converted  into  a  solid  mass ! 
ps  and  fire-engines — supports  the        IVbat,  then,  can  be  more  delightful,  lo  a  being 

our    barometers — prevents    the  furnished  with  such  powers  as  man,  than  to  traoe 

tas  and  rivers  from  boilin;;  and  the  secret  machinery  by  which  the  God  of  nature 

D  steamp— and  promotes  tlio  a^  accomplishes  his  designs  in  the  visiUe  woiid,  and 

la-engines  while  raising  water  displays  his  infinite  power  and  inteUigeDce— to 

,  and  while  propelling  vessels  enter  into  the  hidden  springs  of  Nature's  opera- 

rivera!  tions,  to  follow  her  through  all  her  winding  re- 

laco,  science  contributes  to  the  cesses,  and  to  perceive,  from  what  simple  prin- 

tiie  human  mind  6y  emablmg  ks  ciples  and  causes  the  most  soblime  and  diver- 

y  otjeeU  and  aperaiiomtj  gurpriu-  sified  phenomena  are  produced !    It  is  with  this 

«,  asi/kcre   w  a/mild  Uatl  of  aU  view  that  the  Almighty  hath  set  beibre  us  his 

bsi.     Who  could,  at  first  sight,  wondrous  works,  not  to  be  overiooked,  or  bebeU 

ke  proooss  of  breathing  is  a  spe-  with  a  "  bnite  unconscious  gaxe,"  but  to  be  in- 

tion,  or  burning— that  the  dia-  vestigated,  in  order  that  they  may  be  adniirad, 

g  else  than  emrhom  in  a  crystal-  and  that  in  such  investigations  we  may  enjoy  a 

1  differs    only  in  a  very  slight  sacred  pleasure  in  contemplating  the  results  of 

piece  of  charcoal-  -that  water  is  his  Wisdom  and  Intelligence, 
two  invisible  airs  or  gases,  and        In  the  third  place,  science  contributes  to  our 

o  io'^edients  u  the  principle  of  enjoyment  6y  the  grand  and  mcbfims  objecU  akt 

i  air  which  produces  sufTix^tion  presents  biforetu.    In  consequence  of  the  invea- 

coal-mines  and    subterraucoiis  ti^^tiuiis  which  have  been  made  to  determine  the 

same    substance  which   gives  distanccsandmavnitudesof  the  heavenly  bodies, 

,  beer,  and  soda  water,  and  the  objects  of  magnificence  and  grandeur  are  now 

many  mineral  spring's — thut  tlic  presented  to  the  view  of  the  enlightened  mind  of 

is  composed  of  the  same  in?re-  which  former  ages  could  form  no  conception* 

iy  in  the  same  proportions  as  These  objects  arc  magnificent  in  respect  of  m^:^* 

jua  f  irtis,  which  can  di^«solve  aU  niiude,  of  motion^  of  (As  vasi  apaos*  which  inUr' 

letals.  ani  a  single  draught  of  T>pn«/ieftoeenl/tfiii,  and  of  (Ae  nobU  pwpoatt  far 

itantly  destroy  the  human  frame  which  tJtey  are  destined. 
ur  of  white  is  a  mixture  or  com-         What  a  sublime  idea,  for  example,  is  presented 

otlier  colours,  rsd,  orange,  ye/-  to  the  view  by  such  an  object  as  the  planet  Jvp^ 

.  indif^j  and  violet,  and  conse-  ter, — a  globe  fourteen  hundred  times  larger  than 

i  white  light  of  the  sun  produces  the  world  in  which  we  dwell,  and  whose  surface 

f  of  colouring  which  adorns  the  would  contain  a  |x>pulation  a  hundred  times  more 

-that  the  same  principle  which  numerous  than  all  the  inhabitants  that  have  ex- 

to  bum,  forms  acids,  produces  isted  on  our  globe  since  the  creation !    And  how 

Is,  and  promotes  the  growth  of  is  the  sublimity  of  such  an  idea  augmented  when 

-that  plants  breathe  and  perspire  we  consider,  that  this  immense  botfy  is  revolving 

ds — that  carbonic  acid  gas,  or  round  its  axis  at  the  rate  of  twenty^igfat  tbou- 

>  product  both  of  vegetation,  of  sand  miles  in  an  hour,  and  is  flying,  at  die  same 

entation  and  of  breathing— that  time,  through  the  regions  of  space,  twenty-nine 

tructiblo  by  age,  and,  in  all  its  thousand  mUes  every  hour,  carrying  along  vrith 

inations,  still  preserves  its  tdea-  it  four  moons,  each  of  them  larger  than  the  earth, 

'  which  boms  in  our  street-lamps  during  its  whole  course  round  the  centre  of  its 

Mr  ahopa  and  manii&ctories,  is  mockm!    AadifthirplanetywydiappMnaDly 
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Hn  a  luminflUfl  apedk  on  the  Doctamal  sky,  pre-  not  reach  that  lomiiiary  M  twenty  yean ;  awl  • 

MOli  sucli  uii  august  idea,  whon  iis  inagniiude  mail-coach,  muviii^  at  iui  imnosl  s|>eed,  would 

and  motiuus  are  inveatigated,  what  an  aittooiih-  not  arrive  at  its  stu&ee  hi  kss  than  twehre  huH' 

ia^  idea  !■  presented  to  the  mind  when  il  conieoi-  died  years ;  and,  %vere  ii  to  proceed  from  the  ana 

platee  the  nize  and  splenduor  of  the  sua, — a  UxJy  towards  ike  planet  HerKbel,  it  wouM  not  arrhre 

which  wouki  contain  within  its  boweb  nine  bmt-  at  that  body  af  er  tl.e  la|jMs  of  fwmly-lve  ikom' 

dred  globes  larger  than  Jupiter,  and  thirteen  hun-  sand  jp«or«.     And  yet  the  sun,  at  that  immct^ir 

drad  thousand  globes  of  the  bulk  of  the  earth,<>->  distance,  ezeris  hi«  attractive  ener^,  reiaiue 

which  darts  its  rays,  in  a  few  moments,  to  the  re*  that  hug«  planet  in  its  orbit,  and  di»pen«e8  ii^hi 

moCest  boiuda  of  the  planetary  systcBi,  producii^  and  cotour,  life  and  animation  over  avery  part  oC 

U^  and  colour,  and  life  and  vegetation  through-  its  surlace.     But  aQ  such  spacea,  vaat  aa  at  finit 

oat  ivAiunding  worlds  1    And  how  must  ctir  as-  sight  they  appear,  dwindle,  aa  it  were,  into  a 

loniriiiiMat  be  stiD  increased,  when  we  consider  span,  when  coaapaired  with  theae  onmeaaunUs 

the  wiafirr  of  such  gkAwa  which  caiat  through-  spaces  which  are  interpoaed  between  ua  and  ibt 

oat  the  aniverse ;  that  within  the  range  of  our  regions  of  the  stars.    Between  the  earth  aad 

tdeacopes  more  than  eighty  milliens  of  gkibes,  the  nearest  iaed  star  a  space  interveaea  ao  vast 

aimilar  lo  the  sim  in  sbe  and  in  splendour,  are  and  incompreheasible,  that  a  ball  flying  widi  tiie 

arranged  at  hnraeasorable  distances  from  each  rektcity  above  mentioned,  woukl  net  paae  throag^ 

other,  difibefcig  their  radiance  through  the  iro-  it  in  feur  millions  and  five  htmdred  ihousaad 

mensity  of  epaee,  and  enlivening  surrounding  years ;  and  as  there  are  stars,  visible  throng^ 

wericb  wkh  Aeir  benign  ii^hience,  besides  the  teleecopea,  at  \emai  a  htmdred  ttmee  (artlMsr  dft»* 

iianDMrahle  owhitiides,  which  our  reason  telle  tant  Crom  our  gk>be,  it  wouki  require  such  a  body 

ju,  moat  eut  bejoad  aU  that  is  visible  to  the  feorhtndred  milkms  of  years,  or  a  period€7,W# 

eyea  of  mortali !  times  greater  than  that  which  Iws  elapeed  aioce 

But  the  wmlkmit  m>  lees  than  the  magnitiides  the  Mosaic  creation,  before  it  couU  arrtva  at 

of  socfa  bodiea,  preaent  ideas  of  sublimity.  That  those  distant  regions  of  inmienai^. 

a  gi^*  aa  large  aa  the  earth  shouM  fly  through  The  gnmi  and  nohU  dmgwt  for  which  lbs 

the  oeleetial  regkna  with  a  vekicity  of  seventy-  great  btidies,  to  which  I  have  adverted,  are  in- 

■b  thoiamidiiiSeBanhoar, — ^that  another  gk)bet  tended,  snggeet,  tikewke,  a  variety  of  inUrsai 

ihoabl  mo99  at  the  rate  of  one  thousand  seven  iag  and  suMiae  reflectiens.    These  deaigaa  i*-' 

hundred  and  fifty  nnles  in  a  minute,  and  a  htm-  dwbtedly  are,  to  display  the  inefliable  gl«ieaof 

dred  and  fore  thoasand  miles  an  hour,— that  even  the  Eternal  Mind,— to  demonstrate  the  ' 

flatmj  with  all  his  assemblage  d*  rings  and  sily,  omnipotence  and   wisdom  ef 

moons,  sbookl  be  carried  along  his  course,  with  fenned  the  universe,'-aad  to  serve  aa  so 

a  Telocity  of  twenty-two  thousand  nriisa  an  hour,  worldsfiv  the  residence  of  incaknilablenunihaia 

—that  aome  of  the  comets,  when  near  the  sua,  of  intelligent  beings  of  every  order.    And,  what 

ahouki  fly  with  the  amaitag  vek>city  of  eight  an  immense  variety  of  interestmg  objecta  is  pta- 

hnndred  thousand  miles  an  hour, — that,  hi  all  seated  to  the  mind  vrhea  its  views  are  directed 

arobabili^,  the  sim  himself,  with  aU  his  attend-  to  the  numerous  orders  and  gradatk>ns  of  inteDi- 

Big  ptanets,  beeides  their  own  proper  motions,  gences  that  may  people  the  universe, — the  maf 

ara  eanied  around  some  distant  centre  at  the  nificent  scenes  that  may  be  displayed  in  every 

nia  of  more  than  sixty  thousand  mfles  every  worU,— tbek  moral  economy,  and  the  important 

bmr;  and  that  thousanda  and  millions  of  sys-  transactions  that  may  have  taken  place  in  their 

teoM  are  moving  an  the  same  rapid  manner,  are  hwtory  under  the  arrangements  of  the  Divine 

foots  so  astonishing,  and  so  for  ezceediag  every  govwnmeat! 

thing  we  behind  around  tis  on  the  sturfoce  of  the  8uch  are  some  of  the  scenes  of  grandanr 

earth,  that  the  imagination  is  overpowered  and  which  science  unfokis  to  every  enlightened  mind, 

ooofoimded  at  the  idea  of  the  astonishing  forces  Tlie  contemplation  ef  sadi  oh^ects  has  an  eii- 

wlnch  are  in  operation  throo^iout  the  universe,  dent  tendency  to  enlarge  the  capaci^  of  fhB 

and  of  the  power  and  energy  by  which  they  are  seed, — to  raiM  the  afiections  above  mean  and 

pradnced;  and  every  rational  bekg  feels  a  sub-  grovelling  pursoita,  to  give  man  a  more  imptaa- 

lime  pleasure  in  the  ceatemplation  of  such  ob-  ahre  hlea  of  the  digmtg  of  his  ratkmal  and  im- 

jeets  which  is  altogether  unknown  tothe  ignorant  mortal  nature,  and  of  the  attributes  of  that  Al- 

Hund.  mighty  Being  by  whom  he  is  upheki,  and  to  make 

The  vast  and  i— nsmainaHi  yam  whkh  inter-  hhn  r^^sim  m  the  poHeaawn  of  focuhiea  ca|iahlD 

eeae  between  the  gnat  bedisa  of  the  onhrerse  ofbeiag»M«M«<^<nKenesandol9ecl8iOBtf 

Ukawise  convey  augaat  and  aubUmeconeeptiona.  ntficent  and  sublime. 

Between  the  earth  and  the  sim  there  intervenea  In  the/oar<fc  pf^'ce,  acieaee  administars  to  oar 

a  space  so  vast,  tfiat  a  cannon  ban,  flying  with  en|oyment  by  Iks  earthy  rfnovti  mud  mlyarti^- 

IhaTakwityof  fivehtrndrsdmilesanhoarywonkl  eb^  it  «oM6ies.    Ahnost  every  department  of 

mttival  science  presents  to  the  imtotored  mind  as 

.tmafmn ▼§■«»'         "TkiflMiHlfwiwj  aiwkliga  ef  otgnli,inw  and  Aranga,  wUri^ 
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Mad  to  raOK  hn  focukiM,  and  to  excite  to  iropor-  a  vpace  leu  than  half  an  inch  in  diameter, — that 
luH  inquirieii  and  interesting  reflectifjn*.     The  the  eye  can  perceive  olijcctK  diitiiiictiy  at  the  di»* 
of  wuehanieM  presents  ua  wiih  many  cu-  taiicv  of  six  Btche!*,  and  iikewiHr  ar  the  distance 
e  iinbiaa:i>MU  of  mechanical  p'jwer«,whirii,  of  ten,  fifly,  ur  an  hundred  mileii,  serving  the 
the  kimpleat  priDciplc«f  produce  the  most  purpose  both  of  a  micruMTOfie  and  a  telcsicope, 
poweriil  aad  aa'onisbin^  etrocta.     "What  can  and  can  be  mttonimuousljf  adjuitied  to  Mrnre 
be  ii»ve  etranj^  (**y*  *  prc^oumi  and  energntic  eiiher  a^  llie  one  or  an  the  uthiT.— and  that  the 
writer*)  than  that  an  ounce  weight  should  ba-  variegated  colouring  wliieh  appcam  in  the  ace- 
liTir  huadreda  of  pounds  by  the  intenrenfion  of  nery  o(  nature  iii  nor  in   (he  uhjrr  a  ihemaelvea, 
a  few  ban  of  thin  iron?"     Ani  when  we  consi*  but  in  the  licrht  which  fails*  upon  ritem,  without 
dv  chat  ail  the  mechamr^  powera  may  be  re-  which  all  Uie  8cciie>  of  crca'iiMi  wMild  wear  an 
daeed  to  the  lew,  the  whtd  tmd  acle,  tlie  jmUty,  unifiimi  aspect,  and  one  object  would  be  undia- 
tm  iuHitud  piamt,  the  io«^  and  Ihe  arrciD,  how  tinguiahaMe  from  another  I 
ufaMiiahiBg  are  the  ferret  exaried,  and  the  eflTects  The  hutmmenla  which  the  science  of  optica 
proJooaJ,  bj  their  various  combinatioiw  in  wheel-  ha«  been  the  meana  of  conatmcling,  are  also  ad- 
ewriagw,  nilb,  cranes,  thraahinf-madiines,  and  mirabie  in  their  eirccta  and  productive  of  rati- 
fii  angiaes  !     iSfydroifaiiea  leaches  ua  the  won-  onal  en'eriainment.     How  wonderful,  that,  by 
darfel  feet,  that  a  few  pounds  of  water,  without  means  uf  an  optic  lensi,  an  imaifc  is  depicted  hi  a 
fee  aid  of  any  nuchtneiy,  will,  by  mere  pros-  dark  chamber,  on  a  white  table,  in  which  we 
•■a,  produce  an  almost  irresistible  ferce ;  or,  in  may  perceive  the  ohjertA  of  an  extenr ive  land* 
other  words,  that  any  quantity  of  fluid,  however  scape  delineated  in  all  their  colours,  motions  and 
^■B,  may  be  made  to  eounterpoiae  any  quan-  proportions,  and  so  accurately  repreaented,  that 
lily,  howcrar  large ;  and  hence  a  very  alroog  we  even  distinguish  the  countenances  of  indivi- 
hophead  has  been  burst  to  pieces,  and  the  water  duals  at  the  distance  of  a  mile,— that  we  can  see 
acaHered  about  with  incredible  force,  by  moans  objeria  distinctly  when  a  tliick  board,  or  a  piece 
of  water  conveyed  through  a  very  anmH  porpen*  of  metal,  is  interposed  between  them  and  our 
dicahr  tobe  of  great  length.    On  the  same  prii>-  eye, — that  the  images  of  objects  can  be  made  U> 
dpb,  aad  by  the  same  means,  tlie  feondations  of  hang  in  the  air  either  ufiright  or  inverted,  and 
hria  bu^inf  might  be  shattered,  and  the  thatreprescntaiionscither  of  the  llvingor  oftho 
■Inicciira  overthfown.     Jlfegmft'sai  dis-  dead  can  be  made  to  atart  up  instantly  before  the 
to  UB  such  singular  facts  as  the  following :  view  of  a  spectator  in  a  darkened  room,— tiwt, 
a  anall  piece  of  steel,  when  nfebed  by  by  admitting  into  a  chamber  a  few  rays  of  white 
im  hwdsmne,  and  aieely  poised,  will  place  itself  light  from  the  stm  throujsh  a  prism,  all  the  eo- 
bl  a  directioa  nearly  north  and  sonth,  so  as  to  lours  of  light  may  be  aeen  beautifully  painted  on 
pofaiC  nearly  towanib  the  poles  of  the  worid,->  a  piece  of  paper,-— that  a  single  object  may  be 
that  the  noflh  and  south  polos  of  two  loadatonca  ninllip!i«-d  to  an  indefinite  number,  and  that  a 
wiJ  attract,  and  two  tvHth  or  two  south  polea  re-  few  rnloured  bits  of  glass  may  be  made  by  re- 
pel each  other;  and  that  the  power  of  a  magnet  flection  to  exhibit  an  infinite  diversity  of  beauti- 
wfl  pa.<«i«  thrrjiigh  a  thick  board,  and  Unn  ro«md  ful  and  varie^teil  fnniu* !    How  admirable  the 
a  eompass-needle,  with  great  velocity,  though  effects  of  the  teleacn|K'.  by  which  we  may  see 
placed  at  a  considerable  distance.  object;*  as  diiftinctly    at  the  distance  of  two  or 
The  science  of  o/)(iet  likewise  disclose  a  va-  throe  miles  a«*  if  they  were  placed  whhin  a  few 
riety  of  astonishing  truths,  and  is  no  less  replete  yards  of  us,  by  which  we  can  penetrate  into  the 
with  wonder?*.     How  wonderful  the  fiict,  that  celestial  regions,  and  behold  the  di-^tant  won<iers 
lifkt  pr*>ce.MLs  from  the  sun,  and  other  luminous  of  the  planetary  system,  and  the  millions  of  star* 
bodies  with  a  velocity  of  195,000  miles  in  a  mo-  di^jtpersed  through  infinite  space,  as  distinctly  as 
■ent  of  time;  that  mvriads  of  myriads  of  rays  if  we  were  actnaliy  transported  by  a  supematu- 
arp  flying  off  from  visible  objects  towards  every  ral  power  several  hundreds  of  millions  of  miles 
point  of  the  compass,  crossing  each  other  in  all  into  the  regions  of  the  firmament!  And  how  cu- 
dir«ctions,  and    yet    accurately  depicting  the  rious  the  circumstance,  that  we  can,  by  this  in- 
same  images  of  external  objects  in  thousands  of  strument,  contemplate  such  objects  in  all  direc- 
evai  at  the  same  moment, — that  the  thousands  ti»»n8  and  positions, — that  we  can  view  them 
of  millions  of  rays  of  light  which .  proceed  fi-om  either  as  erect,  or  as  tumetl  uptide  down, — that 
aay  particular  object  must  be  compressed  into  a  we  can  perceive  tlie  spires,  houses  and  windows 
lyacr  not  more  than  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  di-  of  a  di«stant  city  when  our  backs  are  turned  di- 
^aeter,  before  they  can  enter  the  pupil  of  the  rectly  opposite  to  it,  and  our  feces  m  a  contrary- 
ejtf  and  produce  vision, — that  the  images  of  all  direction — the  rings  of  Saturn  and  the  moons  of 
Ae  olgeets  which  compose  an  extensive  land-  Jupiter,  when  we  are  looking  downward§  with  our 
scape  are  depicted  on  the  bottom  of  tho  eye,  in  backs  turned  to  these  objects, — that  we  can  make 
al  their  cokairs  and  relative  proportioiW}  within  an  object  on  onr  right  hand  or  our  left,  appear  as 

if  directly  before  us,  and  can  cause  a  terrestrial 

•  Loid  Brougham.  landacapa  to  ippe  v  above  us,  ai  If  it  w«ra 
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paneled  in  the  iky.*  By  the  help  of  die 
etpt  we  can  exhibit  to  a  number  of  spectators  at 
the  same  moment,  a  small  animal  scarcely  distin- 
guishable by  the  naked  eye,  magnified  to  the  size 
of  ten  or  fifteen  inches  in  length,  and  distinguish 
not  only  itd  limbs,  joints,  mouth  and  eyes,  but 
eren  the  motions  of  its  bowels,  and  other  inter- 
nal moTemcnts ;  and  in  every  de|>artment  of  na- 
ture can  contemplate  an  assemblage  of  beauties, 
delicate  contextures,  and  exquisite  contrivances, 
which  excite  the  highest  admiration,  and  which 
would  otherwise  have  appeared  incrediUe  ud 
incomprehensible  to  the  human  mind. 

The  sciences  of  decbidty  and  gaiwmum  like- 
wiso  diqilay  &cU  both  curious  and  astoniahing. 
How  wonderful  the  operations  of  the  electric 
fluid,  wluch  can  suddenly  contract  the  muaclea 
ofanimah,  and  give  a  violent  shock  to  a  hundred 
or  a  thoutand  persons  at  the  same  noment— 
whiefa  movw  with  such  amating  rapidi^,  that, 
in  a  few  aecondg  of  time,  it  mi^t  be  made  to  fly 
to  the  rwnoteat  regions  of  the  globe— which 
melta  iron  wire,  aets  fire  to  gunpowder  and  other 
inflammable  anbatances,  destroys  the  polaii^  oT 

*  This  Is  eflbetsd  Igr  means  of  the  "  aerial  reflect- 
ing telescope,**  lately  invented  bj  the  author.  The 
roAowtag  Is  a  general  representation  of  this  teles- 
ceMininoaiei— 

AB  is  atoba  of  mahoganv  about  three  inches  tong, 
which  serves  as  a  socket  for  holding  the  speculum : 
CO  an  arm  attached  to  the  tube,  aljout  the  length  of 
the  ftical  distance  of  the  mirror,  consisting  of  two 
separate  pleees  C  and  D,  the  latter  of  which  slides 
under  the  Ibrmar,  through  the  brass  sockets  EP. 
To  the  under  part  of  the  socket  F  Is  atuched  a  brass 
nui  with  a  flmale  screw,  in  which  the  male  scvw 
ff*  acts  tor  applying  the  hand  to  the  nob  e,  which 
servea  fbr  adjusting  the  Instrument  to  distinct  vl- 


tbe  magnetic  needle,  and  promotes  tha 
tion  of  plants  and  the  perspiration  of 
which  can  be  drawn  in  vivid  sparks  firom  diflb^ 
ent  parts  of  the  human  body,  and  made  to  da* 
acoad  from  the  clouds  in  streams  of  fire !  Aai 
how  poweiiul  and  astonishing  the  eflfects  of  the 
gahfanie  agency— which  makes  charcoal  bom 
uith  a  brilliant  white  flame,  decomposes  water - 
into  its  elementary  parts,  and  causes  platina,  ifaa 
hardest  and  heaviest  of  the  metals,  to  mek  as 
readily  as  wax  in  the  flame  of  a  candle— whioii 
produces  the  moat  violent  convulsions  on  tlM 
muscular  sjrstem,  cauaea  a  hare  to  move  ita  fetf , 
and  a  fowl  to  dap  ita  wings,  with  fiitce  and 
energy,  efler  i{ft  u  taHmet  throwa  the  ooonla* 
nance,  even  of  a  dead  man,  into  appalling  gr^ 
macea  and  contorticna,  and  excites  the  moat  n^id 
movements  in  his  hands  and  limbs,  to  the  bonar 
and  astonishment  of  aU  behoklers ! 

The  science  of  cAymisery,  throoghoot  aB  ii» 
departmenta,  is  no  less  replete  vrith  woadan. 
How  astonishing  are  many  of  the  &ct8  whiah  ii 
discfeaea,  of  wUeh  the  following  are  merely  ap^ 
dmena !— That  all  the  productiona  of  nalura-ii 

skm.  Q  Is  the  brass  tube  which  receives  the  SfF^ 
pieces.  In  looking  through  thtv  telescope,  the  rUbt 
eye  Is  applied  at  the  point  H,  the  back  Li  directly  la- 
wavds  the  object,  and  the  observer's  head  is  nndar 
stood  to  be  uncovered.  When  a  discoiial  eye-plaea 
Is  applied,  the  ol^t  may  be  seen  either  to  the  right 
or  to  the  left,  or  at  right  angles  to  Its  true  poaitlenr 
or,  It  may  be  made  to  appear  either  upwarda,  as  If 
hanging  In  the  air,  or  downwards,  as  if  bek>w  tlM 
sernce  of  the  earth.  A  partlcniar  description  oT 
tlus  Instrument  may  be  seen  In  "The  BdiniaHgb 

I8M,  wTa 
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perceive,  how  every  step  of  the  demonitration  lureof  the  ■tmosphere, — and  froinacompttrii 

proceeds  with  unerring  certainty,  and  leads  the  of  the  weight  of  mercury  suspended  in  a  tii 

mind  to  perceive  the  truth  of  the  conclurion  to  with  the  diameter  of  its  bore,  to  be  able  to  r. 

which  it  leads,  with  as  high  a  degree  of  demon-  culate  the  atmospherical  pr(ii»ure  on  the  be 

■trative  evideuce  as  that  S  addeid  to  6  make  9,  of  a  roan,  or  even  on  the  whole  earth.     Wli 

or  that  5  multiplied  by  4  make  iO.    In  like  he  is  told  that  one  ingredient  of  atmospheric 

manner,  when  it  is  dearly  demomitrated  by  ma-  is  the  principle  of  flame,  is  it  not  curious  i 

thematical  reasoning,  that  **  the  three  angles  of  highly  interesting  to  behold  a  piece  cf  iron  bu 

every  triangle,  whatever  be  its  size  or  the  incli-  ing  in  this  gas,  throwing  out  brilliant  f^parks 

nation  of  its  sides,  are  exactly  equal  to  two  right  white  flame,  and  illuminating  a  large  hall  wit] 

angles,  or  180  degrees,*'  and  tliat  '*  the  sides  of  dazzling  lustre?— and  when  he  i^  infurmed  tl 

a  plane  triangle  are  to  one  another  as  the  sines  fixed  air  is  the  heaviest  of  the  gases,  and  < 

of  the  angles  opposite  tObthem,*'  the  utility  and  structive  to  flame  and  animal  life,->is  it  not  g 

importance  of  these  truths  may  not  at  first  view  tifying  to  perceive  th'is  invisible  flmd  poured  v 

be  appreciated,  however  convincing  the  evi-  one  vessel  to  another,  and  when  poured  on  t 

dence  from  which  the  condusions  are  deduced,  flame  of  a  candle  that  it  instantly  extinguisi 

Bat  when  the  student  comes  to  know  that  on  it  ?    Many  of  the  deductions  of  natural  scicsr 

these  demoostrated  properties  of  a  triangle  de-  are  so  wonderful,  and  so  unlike  every  thing 

peodt  the  mode  oT  measuring  the  height  of  shouki  have  previously  conceived,  that  to  the  i 

moimtains,  and  the  breadth  of  rivers,— of  deter-  tutored  mind  they  appear  ahnost  incredible,  i 

mining  the  circumference  of  the  earth,  the  dis-  little  short  of  unrounded  and  extravagant  asi 

tanee  of  the  Mm  and  moon,  the  magnitudes  of  tions.     When  such  a  one  is  told  that  **  i 

the  planets,  and  the  dimensions  of  the  solar  sy»-  quantity  of  liquid,  however  nnall,  will  cooal 

ten^— it  omnot  but  afford  a  positive  gratificm^on  poise  any  quantity,  however  great,** — that 

to  perceive  the  important  bearings  of  such  trudis,  rubbing  of  a  glass  cylinder  against  a  cvA 

wmi  that  the  astronomer,  when  he  announces  his  wiH  produce  2ie  effect  of  setting  fire  to  w^ 

■uUime  deductioos  respecting  the  sizes  and  di^  of  wine,  or  of  bursting  a  bladder  of  air  at 

tanoes  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  does  not  rest  on  distance  of  a  hundred  feet  from  the  madum 

vague  oooceptioos,  but  on  observations  conh  that  the  galvanic  agency  will  produce  a  vid 

ducted  vrith  the  nicest  accuracy,  and  on  calcu-  and  uncommon  effect  upon  the  nervous  and  n 

lat&XM  fbimded  on  principles  susceptible  of  the  cular  system — and  that  in  certain  vegetaUe 

strictest  demonstration.  fusions,  myriads  of  animals  of  various  fisn 

**  To  fiiUow  a  demonstration  of  a  grand  ma^*  may  be  seen  a  thousand  times  less  than 

thematical  troth,"  says  a  powerful  and  enlist-  smallest  vuible  point— such  asserticms  are 

ened  writer^— ^*  to  perceive  how  dearly  and  how  to  stagger  his  beUef  as  improbable  and  extra 

inevitably  one  step  succeeds  another,  and  how  gant.    But  when  he  actually  sees  in  the  1 

the  wbde  steps  lead  to  the  conclusion, — to  ob-  case,  a  large  hogshead  that  wouk)  hold  aboi 

serve  how  certainly  and  unerringly  the  reason-  hundred  gallons,  filled  with  wmter,  and  a  1 

ing  gees  on  from  things  perfectly  sel^vident,  tube  whose  bore  is  not  half  an  inch  in  diame 

ai^  by  the  smallest  addition  at  each  step,  every  firmly  inserted  into  its  top,  and  a  small  quan 

one  being  as  easily  taken  after  the  one  before  as  of  water  scarcely  exceeding  a  quart,  pouted  i 

the  first  step  of  all  was,  and  yet  the  result  being  the  tube — and    then   beholds  the  top  rap 

something,  not  only  far  from  self-evident,  but  so  swelling,  and  in  a  few  moments,  the  whde  c 

general  and  strange,  that  you  can  hardly  believe  burst  to  pieces,  and  the  water  scattered  in  c% 

it  to  be  true,  and  are  only  convinced  of  it  by  directi(m,— K>r  in  the  second  case,  when  he  i 

going  over  the  whde  reasoning, — this  operation  alcohd  suddenly  taking  fire,  and  a  bladder  fi 

of  the  understanding,  to  those  who  so  exercise  with  oxygen  and  hydrogen  gas,  exploding  wi 

themselves,  always  affords  the  highest  delight."  tremendous  ref»ort,  merely  by  the  turning  of 

It  is  likewise  a  source  of  enjoyment  to  con-  electrical  machine  at  the  other  end  of  a  I 

template  the  experiments  by  which  the  doctrines  hall,  and  the  interposition  of  a  wire,— <or,  w 

of  science  are  supported,  and  the  reasonings  and  in  the  third  case,  he  sees  a  person  drink  a  g 

deductions  founded  on  experimental  investiga-  of  porter  which  has  a  wire  around  it  connei 

tioos.    When  a  person  is  toM  that  the  atmos-  with  a  galvanic  battery,  and  at  a  certain  st 

I  here  presses  on  every  part  of  the  surface  of  the  of  the  operation,  receive  a  tremendous  coo 

eartfi  with  a  force  equal  to  two  'thousand  one  sion,  which  makes  him  start  and  roar  111 

hundred  and  sixty  pounds  on  every  square  foot,  madman,  or,  in  the  last  case,  when  he  k 
it  must  surely  be  gratifying  to  behdd  a  oohimn  through  a  powerful  microscope,  and  perce 
cf  water  supported  in  a  glass  tube,  open  at  the  hundreds  of  mites  like  so  many  young  i 
lower  end,— -iand  a  square  bottle  connected  with  clambering  among  rocks  of  cheese,  and  d 
aa  air-pump,  broken  to  pieces  by  the  direct  pros-     sands  of  fishes  m  a  drop  of  water— such  ex] 

,um  i^.w*  «r  f  K-  ««nnf.in.  tn  tK.  ..wwm  ^K^  f%^  mental  illustratlons  of  the  truths  of  science,  < 
tiie  nelglit  of  tht  monntains  m  the  moon,  when  the        .  « .. .  l»_i.i_     -'  *»   -     -  .»i  •^It 

engthro  their  shadows  to  known.  not  flul  to  prove  highly  satirfictofy,  and  to  a! 
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■0  JMOonionblc  dagrM  of  eotBitainment  and  tween  looking  back   upon   tone   improfitebly 

(h^faL  wMted,  and  time  spent  in  •e!£4niproveroent ;  he 

Ok  €cemitmalp&^nm4me€^ieitmt\/le§Kperi-  will  fuel  hiuiself  in  the  one  case  Uitlost  and  di»- 

■friHy  ai  oppurtuniry  offen,  and  tkt  eanatmetioH  aattiilied,  in  the  other,  comfortable  and  happy ; 

^fkilmtpUeai  huirumtnta,  may  alio  be  cod-  in  tiie  one  caae,  if  he  do  not  appear  to  himaclf 

mtd  iato  a  ■onrce  of  enjoyment.    In  the  one  hambled,  at  least  he  win  not  have  earned  any 

on,  the  itiideiit  of  nature  may  derire^tifica-  claim  to  hie  own  respect ;  in  the  other  case,  he 

fSm,  m  being  t^  means  of  commuaicating  en-  wQl  enjoy  a  proud  consciousness  of  hsTing  by 

inmeat  and  instruction  to  others ;  and  in  the  his  own  exertions,  become  a  wise,  and  thereibre 

r,  he  may  whet  his  ingenuity,  aiid  mcrease  a  more  exalted  creature." 
Tigowi  and  be  enabled,  ata  small  ex- 

to  gnuify  his  corioaity  in  eootempiating  The  subjects  to  which  1  hare  na>w  adverted, 

MDi  praeaasaa,  aad  the  beauties  and  sub-  may  be  considered  not  merely  in  reference  to  tba 

oTaatnre.    Many  ofthe  instrvnentsof  gralificaiion  they  afford  to  the  understandfaufi 

ihsM  elegaaliy  eonstmcted,  are  beyond  but  likewise  in  reference  to  ihe  bengal  ti|/hH 

ef  die  fSBsnl  mass  of  mankind,  on  enesMflyi00«ld;»nodiieroiiCA«As«<,ondsfi  sseurf. 

of  thoir  expense;  but  a  penun  of  mode-  ofuf  dmnesfie  en/oymnil. 

I  loisatiuu  and  ingenuity,  during  his  leisure  Al  the  truths  relative  to  the  Creatoi'a  opsia- 

■  eaaSy  construct  at  an  faiconsiderable  tions  m  the  universe,  when  properly  onnUiinpla- 

many  of  the  most  osefid  instraments  ted,  are  calculated  to  produce  a  powerftd  and  ii^ 

astrala  the  fi^is  of  seieaee.    For  ex-  teresting  impression  upon  the  affectfcms.    Is  a 

n  ponrarfU  eonyound  wierooeope,  cap»-  person  gratified  atbehoMing  ijrMi»y  and  fcf eafy 

kliof  oaaUing  as  to  pereeivo  the  moit  intereeU  as  dispUyed  in  the  works  of  art,— ^rfaat  a  high 

{■[■iHBinob^eisiBtheanimai,Tagetable,  and  degree  of  delightful  emotion  moit  ha  Mt  in  aw^ 

■taMBlkiBgdMBa,Biaybaeoaitrueledatanex-  Teying  the  beautiful  arrangeiMnIa  of  InfinHe 

of  Ude  nnce  than  a  erawn,  proivided  the  Wisdom,  m  the  variety  of  forma,  the  nice  pro^ 

teal  oiuMiuUa  the  tubes  and  other  app»-  portions,  the  exquisite  delicacy  of  texture,  and 

I  of  pnataboaid,  weed,  or  other  cheap  mate»  the  diversified  hues  which  adorn  the  vegetable 

i;  aad  die  nrrasinnal  exercise  of  the  mental  kingdom, — in  the  colours  of  the  morning  and 

m  fa  aneii  deviDsa,  so  ht  firon  bekg  lifc-  evening  clouds  dt  a  summer  sky,  the  phmage  of 

ar  fttigoiaf,  are  generally  aceonpanied  birds,  the  admirable  workmanship  on  thebodiea 

lirfkrfiiai  and  pleaaare.  of  insects,  the  fine  polish  of  seansheDs,  the  va* 

ft  ii  boa,  fasdeed,  tiiat  the  study  of  oonM  of  negated  wavtngs  and  colouring  of  jaspers,  to- 

•  ■abjaeCa  abore  mentianed;  pardeolarly  the  paxes,  and  emeralds,  and  particularly  m  thoae 

■I  piinciples  of  die-  mathematics,  may,  in  the  specimens  of  divine    mechanism   in    insects, 

I;,  be  attended  with  some  difficulties,  and  to  plants,  and  flowers,  which  the  unassisted  eye 

minds  saay  wear  a  dry  and  uninteresting  cannot  discern,  and  which  the  microecope  alone 

^     t.    Bat  as  the  mind  proceeds  onwards  in  can  unfold  to  view !    Has  he  a  taste  for  the  ciA> 

ii  piogiese,  and  acquires  clearer  conceptions  of  Hme  ?    How  nobly  is  he  gratified  ^y  an  enlif^t- 

at  first   appeared  difficult  or  obscure—  encJ  ri^w  of  the  noctumaJ  heavens,  where  suns 

difieidty  it  u  enabled  to  surmount  gives  a  unnumbered  shine,  and  mighty  worlds  run  their 

relish  to  the  subject  of  investigation,  and  solemn  roimds !    Such  contemplations  have  a 

Tigour  to  the  inteDeet,  U>  enable  it  to  natural  tendency,  in  combinati<m  with  Christian 

the  diflfeuHies  which  still  reniain,-~till  principles  and  motives,  to  rm»e  the  aff(f*tum»  to 

tf  fcsagdi  ft  CmIs  a  pleasure  and  an  interest  in  the  that  Almighty  Being  who  is  the  uncreated  source 

pmaoic,  which  no  diflfeulties,  nor  even  the  lapse  of  all  that  is  sublime  and  beautiful  in  creation,^ 

if  tine  can  ever  effectually  destroy.    ^*  Let  any  to  enkindle  the  fire  of  devoAon, — to  excite  adorck- 

wmk^  aays  Lord  Brougiiam, "  pass  an  evening  Hon  of  his  infinite  excellences,  and  to  produce 

iifiieantidleneBS,  or  even  in  reading  some  silly  pro^oundAwmi/tfy  in  his  presence.   Such  studiee 

lii^  and  compare  the  state  of  his  mind  when  ho  likewise  tend  to  preserve  the  mind  in  calmness 

fHB  in  sleep  or  gets  op  next  morning,  with  its  snd  ttrenity  under  the  moral  dispensations  of 

le  other  day  when  he  has  passed  a  few  Him  whoso  wisdom  is  dbplayed  in  all  his  ar- 

^ng  throuj^  the  proo6,  by  facts  and  rangeracnts,  and  whose  "  tender  mercies  are 

of  some  of  the  great  doctrines  in  over  all  his  works,"^«nd  to  inspire  it  with  Aepr 

wming  truths  wholly  new  to  and  confidence  in  relation  to  the  future  scenes  of 

lumself  by  careful  examina-  eternity,  from  a  consideration  of  hii  power,  b^ 

^m  of  die  grounds  on  which  known  truths  rest,  nevolence,  and  intelligence, a<i  displayed  throu^ 

M  IB  to  be  not  only  acquainted  with  the  doc-  out  the  universe,  and  of  the  inexhaustible  sourcea 

I,  but  able  to  show  why  he  b»-  of  felicity  he  has  it  in  his  power  to  distribota 

I,  and  to  prove  belbre  others  that  tliey  among  numerous  orders  of  beings  throughout  an 

4ie  wiB  tod  as  gnat  a  difference  as  immortal  existence.    Contemplating  the  mune- 

in  tha  mam  bahigi  ■  die  difibrance  bO"  .roos  displays  of  Divine  monifieenoa 
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»4he  (lireraiBed  orders  of  delighted  existence  have  adverted.    For  want  of  quafificttion*  ftr 

that  people  the  air,  the  waters,  and  the  earth,  rational  c<niTer8ation,  a  spirit  of  listlessoeas  wd 

the  nice  adaptation  of  their  organs  and  (acuities  indifference  frequently  insinuates  itself  mio  the 

to  their  different  situations  and  modes  of  life,  the  intercourses  of  families,  and  between  married 

ample  provision  made  ibr  their,  wants  and  enjoy-  individuals,  which  sometimes  degenerates  into 

monts,  and  the  boundless  dimensions  of  the  di«  (retfulness  and  impatience,  and  even  into  jars, 

vine  empire,  where  similar  instances  of  bene:!-  contentions,  and  violent  altercations;  in  ^N^iieh 

cence  are  dbplayed — ^the  heart  is  disposed  to  case  there  can  never  exist  any  high  degree  cf 

rest  with  confidence  on  Him  who  made  it,  con-  affection  or  dc»nestic  enjoyment.    It  is  sorely 

vinced  that  hi«  almighty  power  qualifies  him  to  not  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that  were  the  nuiids 

make  us  happy  by  a  variety  c^  means  of  which  of  persons  in  the  married  state  possessed  of  a 

we  have  no  adequate  conception,  and  that  his  certain  portion  of  knowledge,  and  endowed  with 

faithfulness  and  benevolence  dispose  him  to  with-  a  relish  for  rational   investigations — not  cafy 

hoU  no  real  good  "  fi'<Mn  them  that  walk  up-  woukl  such  disagreeable  effects  be  prevented, 

rightly.**  but  a  variety  of  positive  enjojrments  wookl  be 

Such  studies  would  likewise  tend  to  haghien  btroduced.    Substantia]  knowledge,  which  leads 

1^  dtUghta  of  social  enjoyment.     There  is  no-  to  the  proper  exercise  of  the  mental  powlers,  has 

thing  more  grating  to  the  man  of  intelligence  than  a  tendency  to  meliorate  the  temper,  and  to  pi^ 

the  iboUsh  and  tnfling  conversation  which  pre-  vent  those  ebullitions  of  passi(Hi,  which  are  ike 

Tails  in  the  various  intercourses  of  social  life,  results  of  vulgarity  and  ignorance.     By  invigo- 

even  aoMXig  the  middling  and  the  higher  circles  rating  the  mind,  it  prevents  it  from  siidiing  imu 

of  society,  and  in  convivial  sissociations.    The  peevishness  and  inanity.    It  affords  subjects  far 

ribaldry  and  obscenity,  the  folly  and  nonsense,  interesting  conversation,  and  augments  afiectiai 

and  the  lao^iter  of  foob  which  too  fit»quently  by  the  reciprocal  interchanges  cxf  sentiment  aad 

distiDguUi  mxch  associations,  are  a  disgrace  to  feeling,  and  the  mutual  communication  of  ii^ 

oar  civilized  condition,  and  to  our  moral  and  in-  struction  and  entertainment.  And  in  cases  wfawe 

tellectual  nature.  Without  supposing  that  it  will  malignant  passions  are  ready  to  burst  IbKh,  m- 

over  be  expedient  to  lay  aside  cheerfiilness  and  tional  arguments  will  have  ataore  powerifal  idb- 

ratiooal  mirth,  the  lively  smile,  or  even  the  loud  ence  in  arresting  their  progress,  in  cultivalsd 

langht  it  is  sorely  conceivable,  that  a  more  ra-  minds,  than  in  those  individuals  in  whose  oonHi- 

tiflBit  sod  inproving  turn  might  be  given  to  gene-  tution  animal  feeling  predominates,  and  reaaoo 

nl  c— fWMtion  than  what  is  frequently  exem-  has  lost  its  ascendancy.     As  an  enUghtsasd 

pUfied  in  oor  social  intercoarses.    And  what  can  mind  is  generally  the  seat  of  noble  and  libeial 

ire  wypose  better  calculated  to  accomplish  this  sentiments— in  those  cases  where  the  parties  b^ 

end  than  the  occasional  introducti<m  of  topics  kng  to  different  religious  sectaries,  there  is  bm« 

ooone<^ed  vrith  science  and  general  knowledge,  probability  of  harmony  and  mutual  forbearaoes 
when  all,  or  the  greater  part,  are  qualified  so  take '  being  displayed,  when  persons  take  an  enlarged 

a  diare  in  the  general  conversaticm?    It  would  view  of  the  scenes  of  creation,  and  the  revels 

tand  to  stimulate  the  mental  fitculties,  to  suggest  tions  of  the  Creator,  than  can  be  expected  in  the 

oaefiil  hints,  to  diffuse  general  information,  to  case  of  those  ^ose  faculties  are  immersed  ia 

inprove  science  and  art,  to  excite  the  ignorant  to  the  mists  of  superstition  and  ignorance. 
ioCTease  in  knowledge,  to  present  interesting  ob-        How  deli|^tful  an  enjoyment  is  it,  after  ^ 

jacts  of  contemplation,  to  enliven  the  spirits,  and  bustle  of  business  and  the  labours  of  the  day  are 

tiuis  to  afford   a  source  of  rational  enjoyment,  over, — when  a  married  couple  can  sit  dowa  at 

It  would  also  have  a  tendency  to  prevent  those  each  comer  of  the  fire,  and,  with  mutual  nUSA 

shameful  excesses,  noisy  tumults,  and  scenes  of  and  interest,  read  a  volume  of  history  or  of  pih 

intemperanee  which  so  frequently  terminate  our  pular  philosophy,  and  talk  of  the  mcnral  govern* 

festive  entertainments.    For  want  of  qualificap*  mentoif  God,  the  arrangements  of  his  prondeooe, 

tions  fer  such  conversation,  cards,  dice,  chiklish  and  the  wanders  of  the  universe !    Such  ioCsiw 

questions  and  amusements,  gossqiing  chitchat,  esting  conversations  and  exercises  beget  a  mutoal 

and  tales  of  scandal  are  generally  resorted  to,  in  esteem,  enliven  the  affections,  and  produee  a 

order  to  consume  the  hoivs  allotted  to  social  en-  fiiendriiip  lasting  as  oor  existence,  and  ^kkaxh  na 

joyment.     And  how  melancholy  the  reflection,  untoward  incidents  can  ever  effectually  impair, 

that  rational  beings  capaUe  of  inveiAigating  the  A  Christian  pastor,  in  giving  an  account  of  tht 

laws  and  phen<Mnena  of  the  oniverse,  and  of  pro-  last  illness  of  his  bek>ved  partner,  in  a  late  peri^ 

aacuting  the  most  exalted  range  d  thought,  and  dical  woric,  when  alluding  to  a  book  she  had  read 

who  are  destined  to  exist  in  other  worlds,  urough-  along  with  him  about  two  months  befiMre  her  d^ 

out  an  endless  duration — should  be  in^>elled  to  cease,  says,  "  I  shall  never  forget  the  plesMva 

raiort  to  such  degrading  expedioats,  to  wheel  with  which  she  studied  the  illustrations  cf  IIm 

aivay  die  social  hcwrs !  divine  perfections  in  that  interesting  book,    ttkh 

Dtmutie  m^oymtfU  might  UktmiM  bt  Mf  Ac-  log  from  the  contemplation  if  the  variety,  baan^ 

mti  md  imjiwMd  faj  the  alndka  to  which  wa  famwmsity,  and  crdar  cf  the  crsatioiiy  At  « 
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iflad  ia  (he  a%s>iranco  of  having  the  Creator  for  improving  convertation.     Then    those    family 

aer  &lher,  aniiripated  with  great  joy  t'lo  vLti>>n  feud«,  contentions,  and  separations,  and  thoi>e 

vf  him  in  th  j  imU  world,  and  calcuIatvU  wiili  un-  pioscculions  fir  matrimonial  intidu!ity  which  are 

iidsitvia'  coofiilence  uu  the  suHici^incy  of  hi 4  now   so  common,  wiutld  be  Icms  fre«|ueuTly  oIk 

knuilejia  nature  to  cnjrage  her  m-vii  iateniO  ii»-  trudc-1  on  public  view,  and  oxamplcM  uf  virtut*, 

lereM.  and  to  reader  her  unspeakably  <ia[ipy  fir  atfection,  and  rational  ciwi.luct,  w<Mild  bo  set  be- 

ever.''     [t  is  well  known  that  ilie  late  laiucutfd  f  ^re  the  subordinate  raitks  uf  the  cf^mnuinity, 

Primatu  CharlaiU^  aud  her  consort  Prtncu  Lt^>-  which  might  Ik^  alteniied  with  tlie  most  beneficial 

poli,  lircd  lo^ethcr  in  the  great-."-*!  harmony  axvi  and  peruianeut  rt^sults,  not  only  to  the  [trcscnt, 

aJifCti-Mi ;  and  from  what  her  biographers  have  but  to  future  {generations. 

«iaCed  reipecting  h{»r  education  and  pursuits,  it  In  short,  the  |>os.-(i>ssion  of  a  large  store  of 

•ppe&n  that  tha  mutual  friendnhip  of  these  illu»-  intellectual  wealth  would  furtifj'  tiio  soul  in  the 

trioos  inJividuois  was  heightened  and  cemented  prosjicct  of  cscry  evil  to  which   humanity  is 

W  the  rmtioaal  conversatioo  in  which  they  iji-  subjected,  and   would  aiford  c<msolatiou  and 

did^d,  and  the  rlevate>d  studies  to  which  they  solace  when  fortune   is   diminished,  and  the 

were  devoted.      Her  course  of  education  em-  grea-er  jHirlion  of  external  comforts  is  witb- 

braced  the  BRglis!i,  clamicoi,  French,  German,  drawn.     Under  the  frowns  of  adversity,  titose 

aad  Italian  iangua;;cs;   aritlimetic,  geography,  worldly  losses  and  calamities  which  drive  un- 

astroooeny,  the  first  six  books  of  Euclid^  aljicbra,  thinking  men  to  desperation  and  despair,  woukl 

owchanici,  and  tbo  principles  of  optics  and  per-  be  borne  with  a  becoming  magnanifnity ;  the 

spectire,  along  with  history,  the  poUcy  of  govern-  mind  having  within  itself  the  chief  resources  of 

msiKs,   and  porticulariy  the  principles  of  the  its  happiness,  and  becoming  almost  independent 

Chriitian  relij^ao.    She  was  a  skilful  musician,  of  the  world  around  it.     For  to  the  individual 

ted  a  fin?  perception  of  the  picturesque  in  na-  whose  happiness  chiefly  depends  oo  intellectual 

iwe,  and  was  fjod  of  drawing.    She  took  great  pleasures,  retirement  from  general  society,  and 

pleasure  in  strolling  on  the  beach,  in  marine  ex-  the  bustle  of  tlic  world,  is  often  the  state  c^  hit 

OBnkMM,  ia  walking  in  the  country,  in  rural  highest  eiyoyment, 
MBBBry,  in  cooversing  freely  with  the  rustic  ia- 

habitanla,  and  in  investigating  every  object  that  Thus  I  have  endeavoured  briefly  to  illustrate 

saewad  worthy  of  her  attention.    She  was  an  the  enjoyments  which  a  general  diffuaioa  of 

iltwiiiailii   admirer  of  the  grand  and  beautiful  knowledge  would  produce— ^rom  a  conaidenF* 

ii  BBtiire,  and  the  ocean  was  to  her  an  object  of  tion  of  the  limited  conceptions  of  the  untutored 

peediar  interest.      After  her  union  with  the  mind  contrasted  with  the  ample  and  diversified 

prince,  as  their  tastes  were  siraDar,  ihoy  engaged  range  of  view  presented  to  the  enii^tened  lu- 

ia  the  flamo  studies.    Gardening,  drawing,  mu-  denctanding^ — ^from  the  deli^^htful   tendency  of 

nc,  ani  raii-Mial  conversation,  <liversified  tlieir  scientific  pursuits,  in  enabling  us  to  trace,  from 

letsore  hours.     They  took  great  pleasure  in  the  a  single  princi[>le,  an  immense  variety  of  eflects, 

cahiir?  of  flowers — in  the  classification  of  them  and  surprising  and   unexpected  resemblances 

—^n  1  in  the  fjrmxiinn,  with  scientific  skill,  of  a  where  we  least  expected  to  find  them, — from 

Sartua  nc*^*.     B.it  tlie  library,  which  was  fur-  the  grand  and  sublime  objects  it  presents  before 

ni^hfi  with  t!ie  best  books  in  our  language,  was  us— from  the   variety  of  novel  and  interesting 

their  fivi>iirito  pi  ace  of  report;  and  their  chief  scenes  which  the  diHereut  departments  of  phy- 

4ailv  p!t*asiir'*,  mutual  instruction.     They  were  sical  science  unfold — from  the  exercise  of  tracing 

sddom  apart  either  in  their  occupations  or  in  the  steps  by  which  scientific  discoveries  have 

lk*ir  amu^em-jnts :  nor  were  they  separated  in  been   made — and  from  tlie    influence  of  such 

rKeirreli^ous  duties.    *'  Theyjook  sweet  coAn-  studies  on  tlio  affections  and  on  social  and  do- 

•d  tozether,  and  walked  to  the  house  of  God  in  mystic  enjoyment. 

company ;"  an.1  it  U  also  stated,  on  good  autho-  For  want  uf  the  knowledge  to  which  I  have 

rity,  that  they  had  established  the  worship  of  alluded,  it  happens  that  few  persons  who  have 

(3od  in  their  family,  which  was  regularly  attcnled  been  engaged  in  commercial  or  agricuhural  pur- 

by  every  branch  of  their  household.     No  won-  suits  feel  much  enjoyment,  when,  in  tlie  decline 

4er,  tht'n,  that  they  exhibited  an  auspicious  and  of  life,  they  retire  from  the  active  labours  in 

a  ddis^itful  example  of  private  and  domestic  vir-  which  tliey  had  been  previously  engaged.     Re« 

me,  of  oonjui^al  mltachmimtf  and  of  unobtrusive  tiremcut  and  respite  from  the  cares  of  business 

charity  and  benevolence.     In  the  higher  circles  afllrrd  tliem  little  gratification,  and  they  feel  a 

of  s(yrii;ty,  as  well  a^  in  the  lower,  it  would  be  of  vacuity  witliin  which  nothing  around  them  or 

immense  importance  to  the  interests  of  domestic  witliin  the  range  of  their  conceptions  can  fill  up. 

happiness,  that  the  taste  of  the  Princess  Char-  Being  destitute  of  a  taste  for  intellectual  pur- 

bcte  was  more  cioeely  imitated,  and  that  the  suits,  and  devoid  of  that  n^ratum  of  thought 

ftahicwnhlr  frivolity  and  dissipation  which  so  which  is  the  ground- work  of  mental  activity  and 

fneraDy  prevail  were  exchanged  for  the  pursuits  of  rational  contemplation,  they  enjoy  notliing  of 

tf  kaowiedgei  aod  the  delighto  of  rational  and  that  mental  liberty  and  expansion  of  soul  which 
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the  retreats  of  solitude  afford  to  the  contempla-  and  directed  in  its  operationa  by  the  experi* 

tife  mind ;  and,  when  not  engaged  in  festive  mental  deductions  of  philosophy,  it  foUovra,  thmi 

•Mociations,  arc  apt  to  sink  into  a  species  of  list-  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  science  mwrt  be 

lesaness  and  ennvi.     They  stalk  about  from  conducive  to  a  aki{f%U  practice  of  the  arts,  and 

OQO  place  to  another  without  any  definite  ob-  must  have  a  tendency  to  direct  the  genius  of  the 

ject  in  view — look  at  every  thing  around  with  a  artist  to  carry  them  to  their  highest  pitch  oTbd- 

kind  of  unconscious  gaze — are  glad  to  indulge  proverocnt.     In  illustrating  this  topic,  I  shall 

in  trifling  talk  and  gossip  with  every  one  they  endeavour  to  show  that  an  acquaintance  wi^b 

meet — aJnd,  feeling  how  Uttlo  enjoyment  they  de-  science  would  render  mechanics,  manufacturers, 

riTe  from  their  own  reflections,  not  unfcqueutly  and  labourers  more  expert  and  skilful  in  their 

slide  into  habits  of  sensuality  and  intemperance,  different  departments — would  pave  the  way  for 

From  what  we  have  stated  on  ti:is  topic,  it  future  discoveries  and  improvements — and  that 

eTidently  appears  that  the  pursuits  of  science  the  knowledge  and  spirit  which  produced  eu^ 

are  fitted  to  yield  a  positive  gratification  to  every  improvements  would  promote  the  external  eon* 

rational  mind.    It  presents  to  view,  processes,  ibrts  of  mankind. 

combinations,  metamorphoses,  motions,  and  ob-         I.  A  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  scieaee 

jecta  of  various  descriptions  calculated  to  arrest  would   render  manufacturers,  mechanics,  aad 

the  attention  and  to  astonish  the  mind,  far  more  common  labourers  of  all  descriptions  more  skiUiil 

duui  all  tiie  romances  and  tales  of  w<Mider  that  in  their  respective  professions  and  employments, 
were  erer  invented  by  the  human  imagination.         In  the  arts  of  dyang  and   eahoo-ffhtimg^ 

When  the  pleastn^s  arising  from  such  studies  every  process  is  conducted  on  the  principles  oC 

are  rendered  accessible  to  all,  human  happiness  chynustry.    Not  a  colour  can  be  imparted  but 

wUl  be  nearly  on  a  level,  and  the  different  ranks  in  consequence  <X  the  aflinity  which  subaiala 

of  mankind  will  enjoy  it  nearly  in  an  equal  de-  between  the  cloth  and  the  dye^— or  the  dye  and 

gree.    As  true  enjoyment  depends  chiefly  on  the  mordant  employed  as  a  bond  of  union  be- 

die  state  of  the  mind,  and  the  train  of  thought,  twoMi  them ;  and  the  colours  will  be  liable  to 

that  passes  through  it,  it  Mows,  that  when  a  vaiy,  unless  the  artist  take  into  account  IIm 

man  prosecutes  a  rational  train  of  thought,  changes  which  take  place  in  them  by  the  abeorp* 

and  finds  a  pleasare  in  the  contemplation  of  in-  tion  of  ar^gen  ;•— a  knowledge  of  which  and  of 

telleetnal  objects,  his  happiness  is  less  dependent  the  different  degrees  of  oxidizement  vrhicfa  tfan 

on  mere  eenaitive  enjoyments,  and  a  smaller  sereral  dyes  undergo,  requires  a  consideraMe 

portion  of  external  coinforts  will  be  productive  portion  of  cbymical  skill;  and  such  knowledg* 

of  eqjoymeni  than  in  the  case  of  those  whose  is  absolutely  necessary  to  enable  either  tM 

chief  pleasore  consists  in  sensual  gratifications,  dyer  or  the  calico  printer  to  produce  in  all  cases 

When  intellectual  pursuits,  therefore,  shall  oc-  permanent  colours  of  the  shade  he  intends.    To 

^7  the  chief  attention  of  mankind,  we  may  in-  chymistry,  too,  they  must  be  indebted  for  tho 

fb  the  hope,  that  those  restless  and  insatiable  knowledge  they  may  acquire  of  the  nature  of  liMI 

desires  which  avarice  and  ambiticm  never  cease  articles  they  use  in  their  several  procei 

to  create,  will  seldom  torment  the  soul,  and  that  for  the  artificial  producticm  of  their  most 

a  Doble  generosity  of  mind  in  relation  to  riches  ble  mordants— «nd  for  some  of  their  roost 

will  distmguish  persons  of  every  rank,  and  be  tifiil  and  brilliant  colours.    As  an  evidence  of 

the  means  of  producing  enjoyment  wherever  its  this,  it  is  sufficient  to  state,  that,  to  prodaee 

infloence  extends.  such  colours  as  an  olive  ground  and  jfStm 

figures,  a  scarlet  pattern  on  a  black  ground,  or  a 

-^— —  brown   ground  with  orange  figures,  formertjf 

required  a  period  of  many  weeks ;  but  by 

SECTION  y.  ofchymical  preparations  the  whole  of  this 

may  now  be  done  in  a  few  days,  and  pattei 


aw  THB  PRACTICAL  IVFLUEHCB  OF  sciBH-  morc  deUcate  than  ever  produced,  with  a  degree 

nrxc  KifOWLBDOK,  AifD  ITS  TBADSRCT  TO  of  Certainty  of  which  former  manufiacturera  cooM 

PBOMOTB  THB  EXTBRBAi.  COMFORTS  OF  have  no  idea ;  and  all  this  is  effected  by  djreing 

OBBBRAL  SOCIETY.  the  ck>th  a  sel^olour  in  the  first  instance,  and 

afterwards  merely  printing  the  pattern  with  a 

I«  the  preceding  section  I  haTO  considered  the  diymical  |veparation,  which  dischargee  apart 

beneficial  tendency  of  knowledge  and  the  plea-  of  the  origmal  dye,  and  leaves  a  new  colow  m 

•ores  it  affords,  chiefly  in  reference  to  the  tm-  its  stead. 

derstanding  and  the  affections.    In  the  present  The  art  c/tbUaeking  has  likewise  receired  fO 

section  I  shall  consider  it  more  particularly,  in  many  inqxxtant  improvements  firomchymicalsei* 

regard  to  its  pratstieal  ^fheU  on  the  actiTe  em-  ence,  that  no  one  is  now  capaUe  of  conducting  lit 

plorments  and  the  external  comforts  of  the  processes  to  advantage  who  \a  ignorant  of.  Aia 

ttiwng  and  lower  orders  of  the  community.—  scientific  principles  on  which  the  preeeal  pwa* 

BvarywtjbdnglbmMledoBsdeiitificpri&e^i  ttoecftbalartisftaided.    TiUabsK  ' 
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of  the  mghtaenth  century,  the  old /edioKtproceN  En^iiih,  which,  by  chymical  meanB  may  be 

flfbleachuig  cootinued  in  practice.     But,  about  piiriiied  at  a  Tery  small  eipense,  aud  by  the 

diar  period  the  inU'oductiua  of  tSe  oixifnuerialie  proper  application  of  diyinicai  a^^ents,  other 

estf,  corabined  with  alkalis,  lime  and  other  in-  brown   tullows   may    be    rendered    beautifully 

fre^enCs,  in  bleaching  cottons  and  linens,  has  white,  and  til  for  the  best  purposes.* 

fifcn  on  entirely  new  turn  to  every  part  nfthe  The  tanning  of  hides  is  now  ascertained  to 

pneeM,  so  that  the  process  which  formerly  ro-  consist  in  imprej;na(ing  the  animal  matter  with 

quired  several  raonUvv  for  its  comple'irtn  can  that  peculiar  principle  taken  from  the  vegetable 

mm  be  accoaplished  in  a  few  days,  and  with  a  kingdom,  called  tan^  the  effect  of  which  is  ex- 

defree  of  perfection  which  could  not  previously  plained  entirely  on  chymical  principles.    It  is 

be  attained.    Even  in  a  few  hours,  that  which  now  known  that  manv  substances  besides  oak- 

fbmeiiy  required  nearly  a  whole  summer,  can  bark,  contains  tan,  and  to  chymistry  we  are 

ooer  be  effected,  and  that,  too,  merely  by  the  indebted  for  the   means  of  discovering    with 

ictioo  of  an  almost  inttuMe   fluid.    As    the  accuracy  the  quantity  of  tan  which  the  several 

whale  process  of  bleaching,  as  now  practised,  astringent  vegetables  contain.    It  is  supposed 

eoosists  ahnosl  entirely  of  chymical  agents  and  not  to  be  improbable,  when  the  manufacturers 

eperalioDS,  every  person  employed  in  this  art,  shall  have  paid  proper  attention  to  chymical 

eight  to  possess  a  certain  portion  of  chymical  science,  that  tlie  article  in  question  may  be  pre- 

otherwise  many  of  its  processes  pared  in  chymical  laboratories,  so  as  entirely  to 

run  the  risk  of  being  deranged,  and  the  supersede  the  use  of  oak  baric,  since  the  princi- 

of  the  materials  undergoing  the  process  pie  of  tanning  has  already  been  formed  ortyf- 

«f  being  either  materially  injured  or  completely  daily  by  a  nradem  chymist.f — ^It  is  also  well 

ikliiijed.  known,  that  to  chymical  research,  the  manufac- 

The  opermtioo  of  hnewing  fennented  liquors  tures  of  earthftn^ware  and  parpeiam  are  indebted 

a  dqrmical  process.    The  stiident  for  the  improved  state  in  which  they  are  now 


of  dijmiatry  win  learn  how  the  bariey  in  the    fiMuid.    For,  the  successful  managcmont  of  all 
§im.  iasuace  is  converted  into  a  saccharine     their  branches,  from  the  mixture  of  the  materials 


by  milting ;  bow  the  fermentative  which  form  the  body  of  the  ware,  to  the  prodoo> 

ceoveita  the  saecharine  to  a  spirilSNMS  tion  of  those  brilliant  colours  with  which  such 

),  and  bow  the  latter,  by  continuing  the  articles  are  adorned — is  dependent  on  the  prin- 

process,  becomes  changed  into  vinegar.    He  ciples  of  chymical  science.    The    celebrated 

win  abo  learn  the  means  of  promoting  and  Wedgewood,  to  whom  thii  branch  of  manu&o- 

•■eovagiag  this  process,  and  how  to  retanl  and  ture  is  so  highly  indebted,  devoted  his  whole 

check  it,  vraen  it  is  likely  to  be  carried  too  far,  attention  to  the  improvement  of  his  art  by  the 

to  as  to  be  sure  nf  uniformly  obtaining  satisfao-  application  of  hii*  chymical  knowledge,  of  which 

tory  results.     In  this  and  in  every  other  process,  few  men  possessed  a  larger  share ;  and  he  has 

it  must  therefore  be  of  importance  to  aci|uire  been  heard  to  declare, "  that  nearly  ail  the  diver- 

•OOK  knowledge  of  the  principles  of  natural  sub-  sitiod  colours  apfilied  to  his  pottery  were  pro- 

•iances,  and    of  the  nature  of  those  changes  duced  only  by  the  oxides  of  iron." 
which  take  place  in  the  materials  on  which  we         There  are  few  persons  to  whom  a  knowledge 

operate.     In   the  manufaalure  of  Map,    it  is  of  chymistry  is  of  more  importance  than  to  the 

redcontfd  by  thoise  intimately  acquainted  with  the  Agrieulturiit.     It  will  teach  him  to  analyse  the 

process,  that  many  thousands  per  annum,  now  soils  on  the  diHTcrent  parts  of  his  farm,  and  to 

lost  to  the  community,  might  bo  saved,  were  the  subject  to  experiment  the  peat,  the  marie,  the 

trade    carried   on   upon    scientific    principles,  lime  and  other  manures,  in  order  to  ascertain 

When  a  soap  boiler  M  an  accomplished  chymist,  the  advantages  to  be  derived  from  them,  and 

be  knows  how  to  analyze  barilla,  kelp,  potass,  the  propriety  of  applying  them  in  particular  in- 

and  other  materials,  so  as  to  ascertain  the  pro-  stances.     It  will  teach  him  when  to  use  lime 

portion  of  alkali  in  each;  and  when  these  arti-  hot  from  the  kiln,  and  when  slacked,  how  to 

des  are  at  an  exorbitant  price,  he  will  have  promote  the  putrefactive  process  in  his  com- 

recoorse  to  various  residuums,  which  he  will  posts,  and  at  what  period  to  check  it,  so  as  to 

decompose  by  chymical  means,  and  use  as  sub-  prevent  the  fertilizing  particles  becoming  un- 

stiintes.     He  will   know   how  to  oxydize   the  prolific  and  of  little  value.     It  will  also  teach 

oils  and  oil-dregs,  so  as  to  give  them  hun  the  difference  in  the  properties  of  marie. 


consistence,  and  render  them  good  substitutes     lime,  dung,  mud,   ashes,  alkaline  salt,  soap- 
Ibr  tailowL — and  how  lo  apportion  his  lime  so  as     waste,  sea-water  and  other  manures,  and,  c<h>- 


to  make  bis  alkali  perfectly  caustic,    without     sequently,  which  to  prefer  in  all  varieties  of 
an  unnecessary  quantity  of  that  article.  *  soil.     It  is  said  that  the  celebrated  Lavoisier 


The  wtanufteture  of  candles  might  also  derive 

advantage  from  chymical  science.     It  is  fo<md  *  For  most  of  the  above  hints  the  author  is  In- 

*«  (ordp  UJiow.  f,«,a.mly  cyntoin  .  large  ""'?S?„^"'£V&^,.  p^. ,„^, «„.  „,L 

fiorucn  ct  acid  renJermg  them  mfenor  to  the  i.  p.sri. 
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ealthrated  340  acres  of  land  in  La  Vendee,  on  have  both  been  administered,  and  either  of  them 

chymical  principleti,  in  order  to  set  a  good  ex-  may  be  taki^i  separately  without  injury  to  th« 

ample  to  the  farmers ;  'and  his  mode  of  culture  animal  economy, — yet  if  a  medical  [iractitioner, 

was  attended  with  so  much  success,  that  heob-  ignorant  of  the  chymical  affinities  of  such  Mib- 

tained  a  third  more  of  crop  than  was  procured  stance?,  and  of  the  qi:ality  of  tlie  compound, 

by  the  usual  method,  and  in  nioe  years  his  an-  should  give  both  of  them  in  conjunction,  the  moat 

nual  produce  was  doubled.  dreadful  consei^uenccs  might  ensue  :  since  the 

I  might  also  hare  illustrated  the  practical  ad-  product  of  this  mixture,  mygenktd  muriaU  of 

vantages  of  chymical  science  in  relation  to  the  mercuty,  is  known  to  be  a  most  corrosive  poi- 

tpt  •/ extracting  metaitfrom  th&rana, — the  con-  son ;  and  there  can  be  little  doubt  tliat  hundreds 

version  of  iron  into  steel,  and  the  metallic  ore  of  lives  have  been  destroyed,  by  ignorant  pre- 

into  malleable  iron — the  mam^fadMre  of  glaa»^  tenders  to  medical  science,  in  ccmsequence  oC 

•fom,  copperas,  blue  vitntl^  toda,  poicu^,  Moroc  the   injudicious  administration  of  audi  delete- 

€o4tather^  paper^  ttarch^  vamiah,  and  Pruman'  rious  preparations. 

MiM— 4he  refining  of  mgaty  atUlpetre,  gold  and  But  chymistry  is  not  the  only  science  whidt 

si/tMr— the  artificial /ormation  •/'ice— the  meCAorf  is  of  utility  in  the  arts  which  minister  to  the 

0/  preaerving  fiah^  meat,  and  other  articles  of  comfort  and  pecuniary   interests    of  society, 

food,  and  various  other   processes  connected  Geometry,  trigonometiy,   conic  sectioiis,  and 

with  the  practical  departments  of  life,  all  of  other  branches  of  mathematical  knowledge;  hj^ 

whidi  are  strictly  chymical  operations,  and  can  droetatics,  hydraulics,  mechanics,  optics,  bota- 

btt  improved  and  brought  to  perfection  chiefly  ny,  mineralogy  and  the  other  departments  of  the 

by  the  knowledge  and  application  of  the  doc-  physical  sciences,  may  be  rendered  of  essential 

trinet  and  (acta  of  chymical  science.  service  to  artisans  and  mechanics  of  various  de- 

With  regard  to  the  precessions  of  the  phyn-  scriptions.    All  the  sciences  are,  in  somo  do- 

«iaii,  SMT^son,  and  apolAeeary,  it  n  now  univer-  gree,  ccnnected,  and  reflect  a  mutual  light  upon 

sally  admitted,  that  an  extensive  acquaintance  one  another ;  and  consequently  the  man  who 

with  the  (Minciplea  and  facts  of  chymistry  is  e»-  has    the    moat   extensive   acquaintance  wilk 

MBtiaBy  requisite  to  the  succeasftd  practice  of  science,  ia  beat  qualified  for  carrying  to  p«|w 

these  arts.   The  hussan  body  may  be  considered  foction  any  one  department  of  the  useful  arte. 

M  a  species  of  faAeroisry,  in  whidi  the  various  Praalicai  C^tomttry  is  highly  useful  to  almost 

processes  of  absorption,  secretion,  fermenta-  every  mechanic  and  artisan,  particularly    to 

tkm,  composition  and  decomposition  are  in-  miU-wrights,  bricklayers,  carpenters  and  ma* 

cessantly  gomg  forward.    Every  article  of  food  sons.    It  teaches  them  to  form  angles  of  aij 

and  drink  we  throw  into  the  stomach,  every  assigned  number  of  degrees,  to  draw  paralM 

portion  of  atmospheric  air  we  receive  into  the  and  perpendicular  lines,  to  proportion  circumfo- 

hmgs,  every  impression  we  derive  from  the  sur-  rences  to  diameters,  to  divide  circular  rims  into 

rovrnding  elements,  every  motion  (C  the  heart  any  nnmber  of  parts,  to  estimate  the  square  or 

and  hmgs,  and  every  palse  that  vibrates  within  cubical  contents  of  any  piece  of  workmanahip, 

OS,  may  be  considered  as  effecting  a  chymical  and  to  calculate  the  price  they  ought  to  receive 

ehange  in  the  vital  fluids,  and  in  every  part  of  for  any  work  they  perform,  according  to  its 

the  animal  system ;  the  nature  of  whidi  it  is  of  sdid  or  superficial  dimensions.    In  forming  es-> 

the  utmost  importance  to  the  medical  practi-  timates  of  the  expense  of  any  proposed  under^ 

tioner  thoroughly  to  investigate  and  understand,  taking,  the  carpenter,  bricklayer,  and  architect 

For,  how  can  he  be  supposed  to  be  successful  must  find  such  knowledge  essentially  requisite  ; 

in  his  attempts  to  counteract  the  disorders  to  and  even  the  common  labourer  who  undertakes 

which  the  human  frame  is  incident,  and  to  pro-  .  the  formation  of  roads,  the  digging  of  pits,  and 

duce  a  chymical  effect  on  the  constitution  of  his  the  clearing  away  of  rubbish,  will  find  the  prin- 

patient,  if  he  is  ignorant  either  of  the  processes  ciples  of  arithmetic  and  geometry  of  important 

which  are  going  on  in  the  system,  of  the  chy-  service  in  wtimating  the  rate  at  which  he  caa 

mical  properties  of  the  substances  whidi  he  perform  such  operations.   The  following  geome- 

throws  into  it,  or  of  the  effects  which  they  will  trical  theorems,  besides  many  others,  are  ca{>a- 

certvnly  produce  ?    If  he  is  ignorant  of  the  ble  of  a  variety  of  practical  applications,  in 

ch]rmical  affinities  that  subsist  between  the  va-  many  departments  of  the  arts.    "  If,  from  the 

rious  articles  of  the  Materia  Medaca,  he  may  two  ends  of  any  diameter  of  the  circle,  two  tines 

oAen  administer  preparations  which  are  not  be  drawn  to  meet  bi  any  one  point  of  the  circle 

only  ineflkacious,  but  even  poisonous  and  do-  whatever,  such  lines  are  perpendicular  to  each 

stnictive  to  his  patient.    When  two  chymical  other,"  or,  in  other  words,  they  form  a  right 

substances,  each  of  which  might  be  adminis-  angle  at  the  point  of  contact.'^     Again,  *'  'tbm 

tared  Mparately  with  safety,  are  combined,  they 

sometimes  produce  a  substance  which  is  highly  '  F»r  sxample.  If  from  the  two  ends  of  the  dlaow- 

j-i-^— i r^  .1. ♦ 1 > I7«r-*«t«f»u  terAandB,theilnc8ACBChedrmwntothsueftii 

deleterious  to  the  animal  system.    For  example,  c;  these  lines  wlU  be  peiienrfJeular  to  each  olfcl^- 

niinoa|B  msrofiy  tad  «a|Ef«mMa  iMrurtis  MM  aadounsefoeaUytbean^at  CwUI  be  aitfht  sftf 
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drdet  are  in  exact  pro|K>rtioo  to 
of  their  radii,  or  half  diametora." 
fU,  we  draw  a  circle  with  a  pair  of 
whfotm  poinli  are  aCretched  4  inches 
i  aaocker  with  an  extent  of  8  inches, 
da  is  exactly  ySwrlMMi  the  size  or 
mmH  one.  For  the  aquare  of  4 
the  aquare  of  8  is  =s  64,  which  is 
I.  And  as  the  circumferences  of 
re  in  proportion  to  the  radii,  it  will 
he  len^h  of  a  string  which  would 
a  carve  of  the  larger  circle  u  ez- 
tbe  length  of  one  which  would  go 
■eer.  Mechanica,  in  recognising 
w,  win  meet  with  nany  opporluni- 
ag  them  to  pnctice. — ^Again,  there 
iieb  QeooMCrieltns  term  a  paroAefa, 
aed  eraiy  time  we  pour  water  fi>r- 
•  moudi  of  a  teai4cetde,  or  throw  a 
1  from  the  hand.  One  property  of 
is,  that  if  a  aipoat  of  watftr  be  di- 
f  a  perpendicular  from  the  ground, 
m  or eleration  of  46  de^e««,  it  will 
graoad  at  a  greater  d^taa«*tt  than 
fireetioa  had  been  given  it,  a  slight 
mg  made  fer  the  reatettnce  of  the 
tdM  man  who  guide*  the  pipe  of  a 
Wf  be  directed  how  to  throw  the 
greateat  distance,  and  he  who  aims 
9  give  the  projectile  its  proper  di- 
»  anrreyora,  navigators,  laad-^nea- 
era  and  engineers  a  knowledge  of 
ideal  adencea  is  so  indispensably 
It,  wiriKMit  it,  sudi  arts  cannot  be 
itsiaed. 


naaner  the  lines  A  D,  and  B  D,  A  B  and 
d  at  right  angles  to  each  otlicr:  and 
.  be  the  case  to  whatever  point  of  the 
les  are  drawn.  The  practical  appH- 
principle,  in  various  operations,  will, 
vious  to  the  inlelllf  ent  mechanic,  es- 
I  ha  intends  the  two  ends  or  sides  of 
nmehlnaiy  to  stand  perpendicular  to 


The  phyMteal  aoi»itee9  are  alao  of  the  greateal 
utility  in  aimoirt  every  department  of  art.  To 
raaMns,  architects,  ahiinbuilden,  carpenlera 
and  every  other  class  employed  in  combining 
nviteriala,  raising  weights,  quarrying  alunea, 
building  piers  and  Widges,  splitting  rocka,  or 
pumping  water  from  the  bowela  of  the  earth,— « 
knowledge  of  the  principlea  of  mtchtmiet  and 
dfyaoiincs  is  of  the  first  importance.  By  moans 
of  tiiese  sciences  the  nature  of  the  lever  and 
other  mechanical  powers  may  be  learned,  and 
tbnir  forces  estimated— the  fiirce  produced  by 
any  particular  combination  of  these  powers  cal- 
culated—and the  beat  mode  of  applying  and) 
fvces  to  accomplish  certain  effects,  ascertained. 
By  a  combination  of  the  mechanical  powera  the 
smallest  force  may  be  multiplied  to  an  almoat  sh 
definite  extent,  and  with  auch  assistance  man  has 
been  enabled  to  rear  works  and  to  perlbrm  ope- 
rations which  excite  aatonishment,  and  which 
his  own  physical  strength,  aaaisted  by  all  that 
the  k>wer  animals  coold  furnish,  wonld  have 
been  altogether  inadequate  to  accomplish.  An 
acquaintance  with  the  experiments  which  have 
been  made  to  determine  me  stren^q/'ina/ma/^, 
and  the  results  which  have  been  deduced  from 
them,  is  of  unmenae  importance  to  every  dass 
of  mechanica  employed  in  engineering  and 
architectural  operations.  From  such  experi- 
ments, (which  have  only  been  lately  attended  to 
on  scientific  principles)  many  uaeful  deductions 
might  be  made  reapecting  the  best  form  of  mor- 
tises, joints,  beams,  tenons,  scarphs,  8lc,  ;  the 
art  of  mose  siofcing^,  and  the  manner  of  dbposing 
and  combining  the  strength  of  different  sub- 
stances in  navd  architecture,  and  in  the' rear- 
ing of  our  buildings.  For  example, — from  the 
experiments  now  alluded  to  it  has  been  doduced, 
that  the  strength  of  any  piece  of  material  dq>endi 
ehi^  on  it»  dqtthf  or  on  that  dimension  which 
is  in  the  direction  of  its  strain.  A  bar  of  timber 
of  one  inch  in  breadth,  and  two  inches  in  depth 
injiwr  timg§  as  strung  as  a  bar  of  only  one  inch 
deep ;  and  it  is  twiet  aa  strong  aa  a  bar  two 
inches  broad  and  one  deep,  that  is,  a  joint  or 
lever  is  alwajrs  strongest  when  Uid  on  its  edge. 
Hence  it  fullowa,  that  the  strongest  joist  tluU 
can  he  cut  out  of  a  round  tree  is  not  the  one 
which  has  the  greatest  quanti^  of  timber  in  it, 
but  such  that  the  product  of  its  breadth  by  the 
square  of  its  depth  shall  be  the  greateat  pos- 
sible.— Again,  from  the  same  experiments  it  is 
found,  that  a  hoUow  hAe  i»  Mronger  Vum  a  aoUd 
ndeontmfungAeaamefmeuUityofmattar.  This 
property  of  boUow  tubes  is  also  accompanred 
with  greater  stiffness;  and  the  superiori^  in 
strength  and  stiffness  is  so  much  tho  greater  as 
the  surrounding  shell  is  thinner  in  proportion  to 
its  dianio->er.  Hence  we  find  that  the  bones  of 
men  and  other  animals  are  formed  hollow,  which 
renders  them  incomparably  atronger  and  stiffer, 
gives  saoM  raeai  lor  the  iueeitioB  of  mnides, 
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jl  IhoH  oT  olhar  uiinii,  uiil  <h«  qiiUb  k 
ir    winn,    ftciulra    hy    (lirk    thkuKM     the 
-\  n  aietmtj,  whHe  Ihej  an  to 
I  (in  taSacM  ]mjj*ar.y  to  tba  uit- 
fli^iL  throucHthfl  serial  Kfjioos.    Oor 


«.tfh  «l,k 


.ve.  oTInt 


■Bip«l,  ■ 


,b*g.m 


ci  and  Dlber  parti  oTmlchiDcrj  boUDW, 
fh  laTfli  ■  portion  of  niatorjali  mod  nq^ 
n  itrooger  Ihu  if  thaj  *er<  mlid.* 
Thv  dflparlmtntfl  of  JigFrfr«<aAn  uvl  Ajwfrw- 
'  '  pmnva  md  motion  of 
if«DinUiiigtbair  »!<>- 
[o  b*  thoroughtj  imdar- 
o  an  «rqptdfed  id  tlir 
And  Ibrcing-piirapi, 
^4iigiiiBt,  hjdfoaliti- 
rmation  of  euab,  wnt- 
docki,  and  di»eiia|  ihi  coona  ofriron;  other- 
win  Ibsj  will  cnutantlr  ba  lialita  to  ocnnil 
rpapsiu  Uundcn,  and  can  ngmr  rim  lo  omi- 
sanc*  u  thor  mpvcliie  profaaiioRi.  Such 
prindptaa  a*  th«  fbUowisg : — ihat  fluidi  pra* 
•qnaOir  in  all  diroclioiu, — ihit   ihcj  preai  u 

mia  Hand  at  the  lana  haight,  in  all  of  them, 
■rflathtrlhey  beemallor  greal,  parpenlKalar  or 
oUiqoe, — Ihu  the  preiiura  of  Euib  ia  dbecll; 
u  Iheir  pirpendietitar  Afirlt,  whbont  anf  refiril 
m  Ihnjr  fiuantit;^,— ^nd  that  the  quanthiai  of 
ivatar  dincharged  at  tfaa  wtlap  rime,  hj  differatit 
■p«nurcg,  DodR  tha  aanw  haiglh  of  nnfaeo  in 
tba  reaerroir,  are  to  each  olher  nrtrlj  ai  the 
•reaa  of  their  aperturei,'— will  ba  Ibund  capaUe 
of  rileniiie  applicaliofl  lo  plnn^ien,  enginren, 
pomp-makera,  aod  aD  who  ar*  employed  in 
coadurtiDg  water  rmr  bilU  at  rallw*,  or  in 

lion  of  which  Ihe^  wit  ba  aniblej  to  (brsaee, 
wiih  certaintj,  tha  raauhi  to  be  expacled  from 

(heir  pUni  aod  operilioaa ;  Ibr  want  of  which  other  liquid,  notwiihatanding  that  there  w 

knowledge  manj  plautibta  aclwBea  hire  been  much  greater  qiiantilj  of  water  in  the  c 

fiuaDattd,  and  aumi  <f  omhmj  aipeHled  to  do  cal  than  in  Ihe  cunii^iil  veaeal ;  or,  In  Mhri 

porpoae.  Ihe  bottom  BC  wHl  auatain  a  pnnure  f 

Th<Eil)owln(BglirMaBdelplanBtiiiiair!lltewt  what  il  would  be  if  the  laieel  were  aa  i 

(•DuatiataaaiMoribe  pcineiplaa  now  etaled;  the  ti))  ai  at  the  botton.     In  Ike  niu 

—I.  Fbidipreaa  b  proportioB  to  thak  p«p»-  bourn  of  the  Teiael  HIKL,  li^.  S,  nis 

dimlv  luiftf,  and  the  baie  of  the  Teaael  coo-  preaaurr  odIt  equal  Id  the  cohmui  whcsa 

Uining  Iliam,  without  regard  to  the  quaniitj.  KL,  and  height  KM,  and  noi  aa  the 

Thna,  if  tha  Tewel  ABC,  Gg.  t,  haa  ha  hue  quaolitj  of  Buid  niUaioed  in  the  reml ; 

BC  aqoal  to  Ae  bHo  FQ  if  the  eyUaitkti  rea-  reat  of  the  fluid  bein);  ■upporled  b}  the 

•elDEFO,  fl|.I,batiB  much  nailer  al  the  top  The  demonalraliaa  of  theee  poaKkna  «o 

*  ''"in  at  the  botteo,  and  ef  the  auna  hel^l )  cupj  too  much  room,  and  to  Dtaof  readan 
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tni/theliyikoiUtialpandn,  nuH 

(foudij  of  fluid,  bomiTBriiuli,  m^y 

Tta,if  lokifidaTaBsl  AB,wi      - 


WhUa 

,.rbe[)u>inciii»l»i>Drih<) 

ub.  EF,.lil 

Ikklul 

jwaaivr  ui 

K>i.iilili.«el>  ihB"cdiui^^ 

luM  Im  much  Joiic.'r  thoa  ih 

»t  in  the  up- 

lijlill 

k-3.      IlrIK 

<l.u  .'»n.: 

quuLUy  uf  ■  Buid 

r.in  ciniuiv 

Buid. 

Ibe  trulhof  Ih 

priBcinl.  ii 

hjdrw 

itio.lhal' 

,ioi.(A«lA 

jr  b<  ef iKilsr  i»n,-wf,  ,1,-rl  „ 

^/■i. 

lA.Ji.udah. 

ay.  ™»fc,fe 

^mrhtiglu: 

U!H(kcI.il 

r.iav..,th.tw 

or  emu  bt 

c-Ii^yedbyD.™ 

of.pi[i.ll.al 

"laidbaCF 

«[T«il 

lOUJ'plKC 

d»<)>bIgli.(lhuill»nHr 

Th( 

»  principlM 

poinl  oul  the 

modoofci 

'»»ing 

VlUBVIwilhw. 

thoH  f  ipcii 

■iie  iquRlucti  wl 

=h  »<re  tr»i 

<!  b;  tlicui- 

Gt  Ihti  pur 

onfxmintU, 

thcibi 

poof  J™ 

i.r."«illV-U 

E~/ 

u.  .,u«iuc 

.     SutipwlJ. 

•r'^K"' 

ifi  vftUoy  lo  HUiiply  (ha  housfl  11,  a  pipa  of  lead 
r  iron  uiid  from  (he  HiirLnK-head  acroH  the  til* 


■pring^tad  J  ami  iTlhe  hoiue  iluid  ■  Utile  lowr 

nBiialoit,lliawuerwiU  nia  ioM  iho  lupir 

MMl  AB,  ud  wD  Hud  u  tho  ■«»  hEL«h(  C 

idGiabodi.     irweB«i>nin:]i»d(.il>e£F, 

ft)  if  I}iF  hMue  had  iliHlunllic  uihi'r  aide  of  (be 

of  (he  an^hfi  BB,  bj  which  Ihe  lucicnl  Komaiu 

eond,«.'1„d  water  f»ni  one  hiUlu>iH>lljer.     Bui 

le  thief 


if  ths 


>j  bs  in  proponioii  (o  the  other,  made  rary  aironf  neu  ita  bMIom,  olhomtae  theji 

i4  dearly  pnwea  that  the  amall  CO*  wiQ  bt  apt  to  bunt;  as  (}»  preHUrv  of  w«(eT 

^rf  nier  bakocn  and  wpporU  the  largn  iDcrcaio  iti  Ihe  rapid  ntiooT  I,  9,  £,  7,  9,  fcc. 

D,  which  it  CduUliHidD  if  the  Lateral  pret-  and  is  alwajts  in  proportiuE 
t  boUoo  were  not  equal  to 


mm  tM  dirarfiMW,  IwertUj  uid  liiU  of  two  thick  vni  boahb.  ibout  la  ischei 

ardi,  ■•  wall  aa  downwarda.     That  Buida  Inng  and  16  ioehe*  bread,  uniled  to  euh  other 

il^waOf  aaj  be  Men  by  b«in;  a  hole  in  hj  loalhcr,  ao  u(o  opmand  ihutlilie  a  pair  oF 

lida  of  ■  caak  eauaininj  any  liquid,  when  common  bellowa,  bu(  witbont  ratrei.     Into  thia 

EqiBd  wdl  run  out  b  comequence  of  the  initniinen(  a  pipe  B,  teveralleet  hiffa,  ii  Gied 

■I  pconre.     The  ifiipani  preiauro  ii  not  1(0.     Ifwe  pour  wairr  into  the  pipe  al  In  lep 

""  "  ""  "'narlyproTedbjrthofiiliowing  C,  it  will  run  into  the  billow*  and  aeparate  the 

n(  gerterally  tenDcd  i»ardB  a  litlls.     If  we  then  lay  thrve  wvi^bta, 

I — TUt  ■(■Ajp*  Gi)o>  Mch  woifhsH  lOQ  ponMk,  una  tbe  (anr 
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band,  ind  pour  man  wuar  into  ths  |rip«,  it 

bovd  *iib  tU  ihc  vEighu  upon  iL  And  Ukough 
Iha  wUer  in  the  Iub«  ihould  wsi^  in  kU  onlj  n 
qoATtAT  of  ■  pound,  yvt  the  prfiuura  of  thn 
■mall  (ona  iq»ii  tb«  wuer  tHtow  in  tfaa  bglbwi 
■ban  (uppot  Ih*  Height!,  which  u«  300  pniiida ; 
nor  will  tb«j  ham  wei|^t  nough  lo  malio  di«m 
daacnnd,  and  conquer  iha  *ei^t  of  waUf,  b]r 
rorcing  il  oat  of  the  mouth  at  the  pipe.  Tba 
reuoD  oT  thif  will  appear  rnno  what  has  burn 
alj-ead;  statad  reapecung  Ibe  pneauni  of  fluidi 
of  equal  hei^ili,  withont  aof  regard  te  Ih* 
qmiiiitin.  For,  if  a  kola  be  toiuja  in  the  upper 
board,  and  a  taibe  be  pin  into  it,  the  water  wiU 
riae  in  (be  tube  to  the  aame  height  that  il  doe* 
In  the  pipe  ;  aaj  it  woDld  rue  ai  hi^  (h^r  mtp- 
pljing  the  pipe)  in  aa  maaj  tubea  u  the  board 
wooU  TTMitain  bolea.  Hence,  if  a  mtn  itand 
■fialha  upper  boanl,  and  blow  iato  IhebeDawe 
Anotb  the  pipe,  he  will  raiae 
WB  the  boud;  and  the  imaUi 
pip*  ia,  the  eaaiar  wiD  he  be  di 
BiiC  A*l  if  he  put  liii  finger  < 
flpt  ba  ■■;  M^port  hiuelf 


of  art  dependrn 


'the  bore  of  the 
■  to  raiaa  bjn- 
nlbe  tspoflh* 


appear  (o  bcTMiaAair 
mianrv.  By  in*  appiicaliai  of  tbia  paw  te 
lale  Mr.  Bnnieh  fbrneit  what  ia  calM  A*  B^ 
droUBDi:  Proa,  \,j  which  a  prodigioua  face  > 
oMained,  and  b;  the  be^  of  which,  hajTi  Mn"i 
wool,  and  other  Mghl  nbalaneei,  naj  be  Slieal 
into  I  rery  nnaM  bulk,  ao  ai  to  ba  lakn  'm 

eh»,  anthiaprMiple.  of  ilwmetfalaapat, 
Muding  befiwe  him  on  a  table,  a  nan  ia  (BaUad 
ID  cut  Ihrough  a  thick  bar  of  inn  aa  Md;  aik* 
could  dip  a  tuece  of  paMeboard  wbb  ■  pur  rf 
■bsen.     By  tbia  inacbina  a  fi  —i  «f MO ar 


Upon  the  wne  principle,  the  ton  or  hefibatd 
HI,  fig.  7,  when  hUed  with  water,  ■■*  ha 

rsiu-z 

,  ..„ ,  be  aoppoaad  Id  b«  fraa  Uw 

Mfeelinhai^L  From  what  hubeBdm^ 
elated,  il  necaaaaiily  fbllowi,  that  tba  nMi 
qniMity  of  water  which  Iba  tub*  KL,  aalaBii 
pnaaa  DHBi  die  bonen  <f  Uh  MB  with  ■•  aaA 
iin»atiraeoliBBorwaMibadb«aBMedaa  . 
wide  aa  dia  Bm  itaalf,  aod  aa  kng 
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s  &go,  a  friend  of  mine,  when  in  Ire-  pipe,  and  then,  after  having  flowed  horizontalljr 

m«^  thia  experiment  to  coorince  an  in  a  succesiion  of  pipes  under  the  paTement,  is 

itleman,  who  called  in  question  the  raised  up  again  through  another  pipe,  as  high  as 

od  who  laid  a  bet  of  fifVy  pounds  that  the  fountain  in  the  Temple  Garden.     It  is  upon 

succeed.     A  hogshead,  above  5  feet  the  same  principle  that  a  vessel  may  be  filled 

above  t  feet  wide,  was  filled  with  eitlier  at  the  mouth  or  at  the  bottom  indilTorently, 

(aien  tube,  with  a  narrow  bore,  be-  provided  that  it  is  done  throu^  a  pipe,  the  top 

nd  SO  feet  long,  was  firmly  inserted  of  which  is  as  high  as  the  top  of  the  vessel  to  be 

of  the  hogshead ;  a  person,  from  the  fiUed.     Hence,  likewise,  it  fi>Uows,  that  when 

Dw  of  a  house,  poured  in  a  decanter  piers,  aqueducts,  or  other  hydraulic  works  fur 

to  the  tube,  and,  before  the  decanter  the  retention  of  water,  are  to  be  consfructed,  it 

nptied,  the  bedhead  began  to  swell,  becomes  necessary  to  proportion  their  strength 

or  three  seconds,  burst  into  pieces,  to  the  lateral  pressure  which  they  are  likely  to 

rater  was  scattered  about  with  im-  sustain,  which  becomes  greater  in  proportion  to 

the  height  of  the  water  to  be  sustained.     Walls, 

'e  may  easily  perceive  what  mischief  likewise,  designed  to  support  terraces,  ought  tr 

mes  be  done  by  a  very  small  quantity  be  sufficiently  strong  to  resist  the  lateral  pressure 

Ilea  it  happens  to  act  according  to  its  of  the  earth  and  rubbish  which  they  are  to  soa- 

lar  height.    Suppose,  that   in    any  tain,  since  this  pressure  will  be  greater  as  the 

>ar  the  foundation,  a  small  quantity  particles  of  earth,  of  which  the  terraces  are 

ily  of  the  extent  of  a  square  yard,  hsis  composed,  are  \en  bound  together,  and  in  pr(^ 

,  suppose  it  to  have  completely  filled  portion  as  the  terraces  are  more  elevated.    The 

le  vacant  space,  if  a  t«d>e  of  20  feet  increase  of  pressure  in  proportion  to  the  depth 

hrust  down  into  the  water,  and  filled  of  any  fluid  likewise  shows  the  necessity  of  ibnn- 

fi-om  above,  a  force  of  more  than  6  ing  the  sides  of  pipes  or  masonry  in  wluch  fluids 

be  applied  to  that  part  of  the  building,  are  ta  be  retained,  tbronger  towanU  the  bottom, 

d  blow  it  op  with  the  same  force  as  where  the  pressure  is  greatest.    If  they  are  no 

*    The  tame  effect  may  aoaietimes  thicker  than  what  is  si&icient  for  resisting  the 

d  by  rain  fidling  into  kmg  liarrow  pressure  near  the  top,  they  will  soon  give  way  by 

t  may  have  inadvertently  bron  left  in  the  superior  pressure  near  the  bottom ;  and  if 

!  waUs  of  a  house ;  which  riiows  the  they  are  thick  enough  in  every  part  to  resist  the 

of  filling  op  every  crevice  and  open-  great  pressure  below,  they  will  be  stronger  than 

ulding,  and  rendering  the  walls  as  necessary  in  the  parts  above,  and,  consequently, 

impact  as  possible.    Hence,  like-  a  superfluous  expense,  that  might  have  been 

ar  processes  in  nature,  connected  saved,  will  be  incurred  in  the  additional  materials 

of  water  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  labour  employed  in  their  construction.     The 

ionally  produce  the    most    dreadful  same  principle  is  applicable  to  the  construction 

s.     For,  should  it  happen,  that,  in  of  flood-gates,  dams,  and  banks  of  every  de- 

of  a  mountain,  two  or  three  hundred  scriptidn,  for  resisting  the  force  of  water.    When 

the  surface,  a  pool  of  water  thirty  or  the  strength  and  thickness  requisite  for  resisting 

e  feet  in  extent,  and  only  an  inch  or  the  pressure  at  the  greatest  depth  is  once  ascer- 

li,  was  collected,  and  a  smalt  crevice  tained,  the  walls  or  banks  may  be  made  to  taper 

of  half  an  inch  in  breadth  were  con-  upwards,  according  to  a  certain  ratio  founded  on 

a  the  sur&ce  to  the  water  in  the  the  strength  of  the  materials,  and  the  gradual 

were  this  crevice  to  be  filled  with  decrease  of  pressure  fi'om  the  bottom  upwards ; 

ted  snow,  the  parts  around  the  layer  or,  if  one  side  be  made  perpendicular,  the  other 

ould  sustain  a  pressure  of  more  than  may  proceed  in  a  slanting  direction  towards  the 

tons,  which  might  shake  the  moun-  top. 

centre,  and  even  rend  it  with  the  From  the  principles  and  experiments  now 

ilence.     In  this  way,  there  b  every  stated,  we  may  also  learn  the  reason  why  the 

elieve,  partial  earthquakes  have  been  banks  of  ponds,  rivers,  and  canals  blow  up,  as  it 

ind  large  fragments  of  mountains  is  termed.     If  water  can  insinuate  itself  under 

om  their  bases.  a  bank  or  dam,  even  although  the  layer  of  water 

ciples  now  illustrated  are  capable  of  were  no  thicker  than  a  halAcrown  piece,  the 

tensive  application,  particularly  in  all  pressure  of  the  water  in  the  canal  or  pond  will 

and  hydraulic  operations.     It  is  on  force  it  up.     In  fig.  8,  let  A  represent  the  section 

)  of  the  lateral  and  upward  pressure  of^a  river  or  canal,  and  B  B  a  drain  running  under 

St  the  water,  elevated  by  the  New  one  of  its  banks ;  it  is  evident,  that,  if  the  bank 

r-works,  in  the  vicinity  of  London,  C  is  not  heavier  than  the  column  of  water  BBy 

descended  firom  a  bason  in  a  vertical  that  part  of  the  bank  must  inevitably  give  way. 

This  eflect  may  be  prevented  in  artificial  canda 

*  See  flf.  8.  p.n.  by  making  the  tides  very  tight  with  clay  heavilf 
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naunsd  ilawn,  or  hj  cMlbig  k  tnnch  EP,  tbout     aran  make  the  ligul  cauartgd  lo  indii 

or  cui>l,lad  k  little  deeper  thu  the  botUm  of         Muij  olher  appU 
lliecau],wlucht«iiif fiUedupwiihautfaordaf     bjdroiiuici  might 


kM  of  niO  ihraagh  wl 
MM*.     Brin«tl«»i 

BMBj  dnttstere  have  faeppened,  Bud  much  ox- 
p«aa  needleaalj  incnrrrd;  and,  tberafcre,  the 

nimttific  priBciplefl  te  which  1  haTv  i»w  adrerted  ' 

Wjbt  to  be  kiwwn,  enn  bjr  bbouren  of  iha  •pwmtiooi,  hy  u  u!<(uuniuice  nith  ih 

b«M«  w*  enptored  is  opentiaai  euried  (B  triHia  «r  pDeomatia.     When  two  piei 

ftrbaiBtuvTenwataTiheaaimD?.  *™i  ue  lo  be  ghied  togatber,  ihaj  m 

Tto  the  wul  of  ■  reiognitioo  of  Ibna  prin-  ■"^»  •*  w™  ««1  »moo(h  u  poanblc  i  tl 

^iMUaj  be  UtribulKllbe  failure  <if  the  ftUiFW-  «  Ihen  apiriied  to  one  or  both  oT  the  lui 

kf  idwtM,  and  the  diktat  with  which  it  »m  "h'T  »"  then  preuad  together  dU  the  gl 

■tUadad:— After  the  ifiuivMi  wuinTeoled,  Meomo  thorough])' d/y.     TheUKoTthe 

IIWMCoai<lerBd<lniitsbleloden>aai«naBe«H  to  fill  up  nery  cmice  in  the  porea  cflhe 

sF  ranKninjE  for  any  lefuthof  tiMH  mdar  w^  ae  aa  to  pramt  the  admiaaioo  of  ajiy  por 

"  SoQW  yeare  a^,  an  ingenipua  indiridijal  pro 

poMd  a  projecl,  by  which  Ihu  end  waa  lo  be  ac-        •BeiachePi  "DUceurt  on  I'M  Bmiy  % 

M^diahed.     IlconabtoJiaamkingthobillofa  "t"!"*'^:',',  „    „,,,.,„         j 

Mff  nada  quite  walerdight,  with  the  d«±aaiid  ^qi^„l^  wii}i7^  almoipherlr  pn.iuir.i 

riiaa  Btnfkgly  BUpporled  by  aborea,  and  tiM  mly  hiwlnji  anecdote  puy  liehtRlDtFrtcd^^Arei 

"*7  -""^  hy  a  «oal  ^Jt^.  in.  "ch  -^  SIld^JSSffi.StB^S'llf  ^iV^'  lo  Tw 

namer,  thai,  by  diaenjrigmc  Gtm  within  the  diIdf,  ■  Lenutei  on  itMkiImi)'  nn^l  HsiunU 

wd^la  employed  lo  aink  it,  il  might  riae  of  ilaetf  '"''^■.'".,'^Z>'V^'",,'JJJ,'^''^J^3" 

fhctory  aad  the  result  more  atriking ,  the  projec-  lag  evary  flintLan,  fa*  fotiM  not  otitain  a  d' 

tor  faimaelf  mule  the  fiiXeaHy.     Itwaaagrxd  SS'.IlSii'SJ^Btt^rSi  wlT^IJ^ 

thai  he  ahould  aink  in  twenty  talhcana  water,  and  h  Aotf  xkHawTu  an  tram*,  imd  IkikH  *r 

riaa  again  without  aasistanco  altho  (iipij«io«  of  emia.   When  nj' Mend  Iniiiecled  the  put 

u  i™..  A,™!!.,),.  ~kij,  -  --^  SSSS,SiS'.SE;,'K£'.S,"i5 

MtBningdown  hta  Irap-door,  and  provided  wna  aaraceuli  nmartonlhaniTfare  of  tfat  water 

«l!ne««inri«,aaweUaawiththo.Beiuiaofmak-  S'll!;,^!'^^'''*'' 7'''^ '.  *^u!i,'T; 

bc>ignalaIoiDdicat.hiati[uaI»a.thisimbappy  ^SSitldtlc^^^^vta.^.il^-nu 

victim  of  hi«  own  bgpniiity  entered,  and  waa  ad  coptovaly  tron  the  apoul.   Tbe  venllemai 

Siod^lra^Tn^iJ^^^^e^'rf  rSSSESS^sS 

Maple  bad  aaaemblsd  to  witneaa  hii  riaing,  but  coBUroMkn.  ifaould  have  been  aMe  to  pMnt  o 

MT»in  -  Ibr  Ihe  tiwcI  waa  nororieennioro    71W  «''"ao'l*»*e'»eli  fam.™  ilio  other  tand,  ■ 

fnMm^fka  Hater  of  in  grmtl  a  diplA  had,  no  k,  beomIt,  ty  vlmitennf;  up  e»eFT  crevlte,  ao 

^aU,beeDeara)datelyunW«itBiuted,andlhe  £I?7",S*£j,°'J|f"l""  miu""  ""  "Sk 

-"eaofthannael  being ■! ooce nahad  m,lba  ™ Jg™^™ Jho*"" ""» "™" •«* 


il  air  to  the  interior  of  the  walls,  daagerofiuunoking;  tioce  ■imtke  rises  in  con^ 
an  be  no  question  that  the  firmness  sequence  ofits  rarc&ctioa  by  heat,  and  the  heat 
f  of  our  houses  and  garden-walls  do-  is  geater  nearer  the  fire  than  at  a  greater  dis- 
rt,  upon  the  pressure  of  the  atmos-  tance  fi'om  it.  But  the  draught  of  a  chimnej 
r  tlM  intmor  crerices  are  thoroughly  may  be  Uk>  strong,  so  as  to  consume  the  fuel 
An  eztensiro  knowledge  of  this  too  rapidly ;  and,  thereibre,  a  due  medium  must 
lid  likewise  direct  them  to  the  proper  be  filed  upon,  according  to  circumstancos.  8. 
nitructing  the  flues  of  chimneys,  so  l*hat,^mr  tndkes  is  the  proper  width  lit  bo  given 
nt  that  most  disagreeable  of  all  cir-  to  the  tliroat  of  a  chimney,  rvckoiiiijg  across 
i  in  dwelling  houses,  amokjf  dumney§.  from  the  top  of  the  breast  of  the  chinuiey,  or  the 
"once  of  the  effects  of  heat,  oi  the  inside  nf  the  mantle  to  the  back  of  the  chimney; 
B  that  have  been  made  on  rarefied  and  even  in  large  Imlls,  where  great  fires  are 
lir  relation  to  our  common  fires, — of  kept  up,  this  width  should  never  be  increased 
dimensions  of  funnels,— of  the  effects  beyond  4^  or  5  inches.  4.  The  width  given  to 
nd  currents  of  air,— ^  the  proper  the  back  of  the  chimney  should  be  about  one- 
width  of  chimneys,— of  the  method  Miri  of  the  width  of  the  opening  of  the  fire-place 
ig  a  good  draught,  and  making  the  in  firont.  In  a  room  of  a  middling  kizo,  durUem 
near  the  fire  as  possible,  and  various  mdiea  is  a  good  size  for  the  width  of  tlie  back, 
ulars  requisite  to  be  attended  to  in  and  3  times  13  or  39  inches  for  tlie  width  of  the 
ction  of  fire-places  and  their  flues;  opening  ofthe  fire-place  in  fixmt.  5.  The  angle 
iing^umses  have  been  bungled,  and  made  by  the  back  of  the  fire-place  and  the  si^ 
mostunmhabitable.  The  workmen,  of  it,  or  covings,  should  be  136  degrees,  which 
ratioiis,  without  any  raticmal  princi-  is  the  best  position  they  can  have  for  throwing 
:  them,  carry  up  funnels  in  the  easiest  heat  into  the  room.  6.  The  back  of  the  chim> 
an,  according  to  the  practice  of  "  use  ney  should  always  be  built  perfntfy  vprigkl,  7. 
'  and  leave  the  tenants  or  propric-  Where  the  throat  of  (he  chimney  lias  an  end, 
houses  they  erect  to  get  rid  of  their  that  is  to  say,  where  it  enters  into  the  lower 
he  best  way  their  fimcy  can  con-  part  of  tlie  open  canal  of  the  chimney,  thttn  the 
creas,  were  diimneys  and  their  flues  three  walls  which  form  the  two  covings  and  the 
I  according  to  the  principles  of  back  of  the  fire-place  should  all  end  atnqttfyf 
ey  might  be  rendered,  almost  with  withotit  any  slope,  which  will  render  it  more 
completely  efiicient  for  the  pur-  diflScult  for  any  wind  from  above  to  force  its 
led.  way  through  the  narrow  passage  of  the  throat 
rho  are  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  chimney.  The  back  and  covings  should 
ti«s  of  elastic  fluids,  it  must  be  ob-  rise  5  or  6  inches  higher  than  the  breast  of  the 
the  whole  mystery  of  curing  smoky  chimney.  8.  The  current  of  air  vriiich,  passing 
insists  in  finding  out  and  remoring  under  the  mantle,  gets  into  the  chimney,  should 
ital  causes  which  prevent  the  heate<l  be  made  gradually  to  bend  ii»  cmtne  upwarde; 
I  being  ftwced  up  the  chimney  by  the  by  which  means  it  will  unite  quietly  with  the 
'the  fwA  or  heavier  air  of  the  room,  ascending  current  of  smoke.     This  is  eflected 
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F»I. 


Id  of  new 


ucirmui. 


uiiiDSl  uid  vegetable  kingilDms,  ai 
den  of  dialanL  norldihive  been  eXf 
Allhougl),  in  the  liudi  of  nutt 
tha  teienca  of  optici  bu  uiumed  t 
«.  fbibiddb^  appeiiniice  to  the  unti 
bj  lbs  ■pparenti]'  complsi  uid  ii 


f 

^^B  I  HIH^fll^SIUSil  ^adi/et  it  require)  only  (he  ligaw 

^^P  ^BHI^BWiMMi  *'<'¥'*  '*"*  ■■^  principta  lo  guide 

^Ht  ^^^^^^SfflHil^iUlll  C™*^  iMcbuiic  in  ' ' 

^^1  ^^S^Slli  p  Will  cooitnietidD  gfiti 

^^1  ^HBHHfl     n  ''1  cooitrucdanofi  nTnctirg  lelEKope, 

^^  ^BBHIIliI  1 1  I'  I  rxquuiW  to  know,  that  the  ny>  of  ligl 

IhrtHi^  m  CDDvex-f  iiH,  paint  an  imn 
objoci  dindly  bdore  it,  ai  >  certain 

HiHOi,  bncklaron  and  odion,  ofao  an  m-  j,ind  it,  caOed  iUfirMi;  and  thai  1 

MMted  in  Ibii  subject,  mwU  do  waa  to  pn-  Bay  bo  newod  and  magnified  b^  juioll 

onra  and  iludj  Count.  Rumford'a  "Kaaay,"  ^^^  pUied  at  a  certain  diilance 

widch  wH  nriginallj    wld  fijr  two   ibillingi.  Thoa,  let  CD,  )ig.  1,  lepreienl  a  oor 

Bi»  dirsctiont  haTO  aeldoni  been  accurately  whole  focal  di.laiwe  CE  ii  li  inehe 
-- — '-■  •-  '-  ■'■-  eouBUy  by  Ihon  who  haw 
iTO  chinmoTa  on  the  princi- 
*n,  partly  mm  careleianest, 
ud  putty  fr«n  ignwaoca  et  (ha  elementi  of 
•daoca.  When  Iha  grate  ii  not  aetin  ili  proper 
place,  when  ila  ilpptiif  ina  back  u  retained, — 


eoinddg  with  tfaa  eminp  of  llw  fire-place, — 
when  the  mantle,  iaUMd  of  banng  il*  back 
toaaded  <#,  ia  a  rerdeal  plane  tlirne,  cuttiog  ■ 

abora  all,  whea  the  throat  cf  the  chinuey,  io- 
atead  of /on/,  ii  made,aa  we  oAen  *ce,7wtani 
iaeheB  wide, — not  ooe  ef  the  CoDot'i  direciioo* 
hai  been  attended  to,  and  hii  principle!  hare  aa 
UttlBlodowithtbeontroctiDD  of  audi  a  ebin- 
nej  ai  with  the  building  (f  the  dykee  of  Hot- 
land,  or  the  pyramida  of  Egypt. 

A  knowledge  of  the  (cienc*  of  Ol«iia,  which 
eiplaina  the  natBre  of  TJakn,  and  Ihe  tawi  by 
which  li^t  ia  reAieied  ud  raflected,  b  eaiea- 
lially  requiiile  lo  the  makara  of  lilmofM,  mi- 
ereio^M,  and  all  other  dioplric  and  catoptric 
laatrumentl,  in  order  to  carry  them  fcvwar^  to 
their  higheit  pitch  of  iin[m>Teinent'  And  yet 
how  often  do  ire  find  many  of  Ihoag  employed 
ia  the  conitruclion  and  manulacture  of  wich  in- 
BinBienta  gUringly  defideol  in  (he  flnt  princi- 
pal* ef  epical  icieDeef  One  maker  imitate* 
ihataatnnMata  of  laother  withoul  diaciimiDa- 
doB,  aad  «4dle  ha  ■oomiaM  Imittte*  the  ai- 
saDaiieMi,  b«  ai  Awpianlly  oopte*  dw  deftet*. 

Il«  (<' tb*  iTk^NM  (f Boat  afwr  p«dM  to- 


'gXJt 
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nignifying  po^cr  nil!  bv  If 
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i»,  &c.~LM 


hlkn  ftmn  Hit  ^lui  CD,  uiJ  iha  aye  applied  at 

Aipiiiii  a,  [he  oSji-s  AHwiU  Ih  leen  lunwil  u  lie  it'iuncaps  ntivu up tur  uk. 

Ifaip  ■Ji>wn,  ubd  mt^ifiwi  Id  thv  proporluin  of        A  conipuuiid  micrtacopu  might  likewiM  ho 

1  •>  li!,  or  Iwrlic  limM  in  Irngtfa  utd  brcadlli.  uiil/  nuutnictod  tiy  in;  ingciiioiK  uticui  h 

nbCirau  wfa«I  u  eoUcd  an  jljilrffivBtcaJ  uU>-  tnaclianu:,  hy  aLIujidiiig  la  thv  fulLowing  iUiuij^ 

•apa;  but,  an  (ccrf  Uiiug  Men  ihrough  il  sp-  tiuos  and  dirr-niuni.    Fig.  3  rtprcHnta  the 

pnni  laif fivd,  u  isn.i:  o^lapiedfur  vioning  ter-  i;la^Bci  oTa  comj^ntiiul  nitrT«cope.     ABia  thfl 

nnrial  obieGU.    Inonkc  la  lit  it  fur  viewing  ijlain  iieii  iJim  ubjti:!;  CD  ii  [ha  unplifjriif 

laad  obgada,  t«i> (riher  tye-glaiui,  ofl^  aamu  ^adi Gfr  ^nLarginf  l]jo  (itlA  oTvicw;  QFiathe 

au  1  the  uejnd  tyt^-imiM  [K  it  placed  at  i  GH,  U  plieni  below  ihe  ohject-^au  AB,  u  a 

iadiu  rtmn  GH,  or  dojUs  [heirfxal  diiuiice,  liiUe  inure  Ihao  iu  tucal  distnoce  (ram  il,a  lUg- 

ud  ilw  j|lan  NO  at  the  *ame  iliitaiKB  from  IK.*  uiBftd  image  of  thin  object  iilbmieilb;  ihe^an 

Bf  [luj  BuaBi  a  'iwoqd  iiiage  IM  ii  romird  in  AB  at  UU,  which  it  mashed  in  proportioa  ai 

ai  m^igkt  pmitian.  which  it  lioved  by  the  tjru  Iho  rlisiance  lid  riceeda  tho  duiIUKa  oT  AO. 

«  P,ltafilii(h  Iho  |iui  NO,  and  the  object  ap-  Thli  magnified  inia^  oTlhe  object  it  maniified 

fMnaaguGBdiDlhaunH  propottioD  ai  before,  a  gecond  limr  bythcglaa  EF,lo  which  tteejD 

TiM  mgoaFfiuf  power  of  i  teleKope  of  ihii  b  applied  it  K,     Thli  iiuirunwnt,  whna  fitlsd 

l^wintiiM  B  fauDd  by  dividmg  the  focal  din-  up  fjr  lue,  it  rcpmcnted  in  lig.  S,  where  LM 

kK«  at  ibe  object-glui  by  [he  Inca!  diiiance  repreaenu  a  box  or  pedulal  en  wbkh  it  ataadi, 
dim  oTv-gkaa.     Thui,  if  the  oliject-glui  be  f.^  j^ 

■  feidiei  in  (jcal  diilaoce,  and  the  eyn-glaia 
Ij  ad,  tbe  aafnifying  power  will  bo  £4[iiKM; 
ffA*  IbciB  of  the  eje-glaa  be  t  incbee,  Ih* 
Fig.  t. 


NO  Ihe  alage  on  which  the  object 
artr  Ihe  openinf!  i,  which  u  luppctted  bj  S  pil 
tiled  lo  tho  lop  ofibeboi.  Piia  tiibewbicuv 
.upponedby  apiUarafiieiiiiiioiheetagB.  Inlo 
thii  lube  tlie  tube  K  slidFs  up  and  down  fot  id- 
joitiog the Ibcus.  ThDiinalllubeii,wfaichcaiiie* 
tho  obj  ect-glan ,  i>  connected  with  ibe  tube  R,  ind 
ilidei  up  awl  down  along  with  il.  S  i>  the  tube 
which  contains  the  two  oye-glaBn,  and  whidi 
may  ba  made  to  alida  up  and  down  inlo  the  lube 
R,  lor  increaiingUio  magnifying  power  when  w>- 
caiion  teijuirM.  TiiamiiTar,^edooIhep*da>- 
Ul|  optble  of  n»TiD(  up  uil  down,  and  M  lb* 
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right  or  left,  for  throwing  light  upon  the  object 
placed  over  the  hole  i,  which  niajr  be  laid  upon  a^ 
■1^>  of  thin  glass.  The  object-glaas  AB,  fig.  2,  is 
placed  at  u,  fig.  S.  The  glass  CD  is  placed  oppo- 
site W,  fig.  S,  and  the  eye-glass  EF  opposite  V. 

Such  are  the  essential  parts  of  a  compound 
microscope.  Any  common  mechanic  may  co»- 
struct  one  for  himftelf  by  attending  to  the  follow- 
ing directions :  The  object-glass  AB,  fig.  2, 
may  be  about  ^)  f ,  or  1  inch  focal  distance,  and 
the  aperture,  or  hole  which  lets  in  the  light  from 
the  object,  should  not  exceed  1-lOth  of  an  inch, 
otherwise  it  will  cause  a  glare,  which  will  pro- 
duce an  indistinct  image  of  the  obfect.  The 
amplifying  glass  CD  mfty  be  S|  inches  focal 
distance,  and  1|  inch  in  diameter.  This  glass 
is  not  e9amti(Uly  necessary,  but  it  serves  to 
enlarge  the  field  of  new,  aiid  to  render  it  more 
distinct  near  the  border.  The  eye-glass  EF 
■hoold  be  about  1  inch  focus,  and  about }  inch  in 
diameter.  With  respect  to  the  dutances  at 
which  they  should  be  placed  firom  each  other, 
die  ^ass  CD  may  be  placed  at  about  6  or  6 
inches  firom  AB,  and  the  glass  EF  about  S 
inchet)  or  If  inch  from  CD.  The  object-glass 
ahoule  be  a  doubtt  coorez— the  eye-glasses  may 
be  plano-^moex ;  that  is,  plane  on  the  one  side 
■nd  convex  on  the  other,  with  the  plane  sides 
turned  next  the  eye;  bat  double  convexes  will 
do,  if  these  cannot  be  procured.  The  tubes 
which  C(mtain  the  glasses  may  be  made  of 
pasteboard,  and  the  stage,  pillars,  and  box,  of 
wood.  The  glasses  may  be  procured  fur  about 
4  riiillings  *,  and  if  the  individual-fit  them  into  the 
tubes,  and  perform  all'  the  other  operations  re- 
quisite, the  expense  of  aH  the  other  materials 
will  not  exceed  other  four  shiQings.  Suppose, 
now,  that  the  object-glass  AB-is  i.  inch  focal 
distance,  and  the  image  GH  is  formed  at  the 
distance  o(6  inches  fVom  it,  this  image  wfll  be 
larger  than  the  object,  noariy  in  the  proportion 
•f  6  to  I,  or  IS  times..  Suppose  the  ^ass  EF, 
considered  in  connexien  with  CD,  to  possess  a 
magnifying  power  equal  to  6  times,  then  the 
whole  magnifying  power  will  be  6  x  12,  or  80 
times.  The  object,  therefore,  will  be  magnified 
60  times  in  length  and  in  breadth,  and,  conse- 
quently, the  iitffiice  will  be  magnified  9800 
times,  which  is  the  square  of  00.  With  such  a 
oucroscope,  the  animalcule  in  water,  the  circop 
lation  of  the  Mood  in  fix>g8  and  fishes,  the  smdl 
foyers  which  compose  the  dust  on  butterflies' 
wings,  and  all  the  most  interesting  appearances 
of  the  minute  parts  of  animals  axtd  vegetables, 
may  be  distinctly  perceived. 

Besides  the  discoveries  in  the  heavens  and  in 
dte  minute  parts  of  creation,  to  whidi  the  study 
of  the  science  of  optics  has  led,~-its  principles 
are  capable  of  being  directed  to  maiqr  important 
purposes  in  human  lift  and  socie^.  By  means 
of  large  boming  mirrors  and  lenses  the  rays  of 
the  nn  hsfe  bean  oondanied,  so  u  to  iMreaie 


their  intensity  more  than  seventee 
times,  and  to  produce  a  heat  mon 
hundred  times  greater  than  that  of  o 
fires,  which  would  serve  for  the  coml 
fusion  of  numerous  substances,  whic 
sible  in  the  greatest  heat  that  can  b 
in  our  common  furnaces.  The  pre 
convex  leus,  by  which  rays  procccdi 
foeus  am  refracted  into  parallel  dire 
enabled  us  to  throw,  firom  lighl^^ioust 
light  to  great  distances  at  sea. 
polyzonal,  or  InriU  up  lenses,  conlr 
D.  Brewster,  which  may  be  made  o 
nitude,  and  the  elegant  lamp  of 
DnimnnoBd,-^e  one  producing  the  n 
light  yet  Imown,  and  the  other  c< 
undispersed  to  great  distances,— 
introduce  improvements  hitherto  ui 
and  to  diversify  the  nocturnal  seem 
sea  and  land.  For,  m  the  progress  < 
national  improvements,  they  migh 
subservient,  in  connexion  with  carb 
drogen  gas,  in  enlivening  and  dec 
rurad  scene,  in  the  absence  of  the 
guiding  the  benighted  traveller  in  i 
neyings.  For,  when  we  consider  tl 
ments,  in  almost  every  department  < 
state,  which  have  be«i  lately  carrieci 
is  surely  not  too  much  to  expect,  t 
course  of  a  century  hence,  our  hig 
lages,  hamlets,  and  even  some  of  out 
mountains,  shall  be  lighted  up  with 
connected  with  mirrors  and  lenses,  a 
those  which  illuminate  our  cities  and 
which  direct  the  manner,  when  appr 
shores.  The  following  figure  shows 
in  which  a  large  lens  throws  a  light 
tances.    Let  AB,  fig.  4,  represent  oi 


£. 


H. 


Brewster's  polyzonal  lenses,  or  any 
lens,  and  GK  its  focal  distance ;  if 
body  CK,  as  the  flame  of  a  lamp,  b 
the  focal  point  K,  the  rays  of  light 
firom  CK,  after  passing  through  th 
will  proceed  in  a  partulel  dvvefion, 
BF,  and  may  illuminate  objects  at 
darabfo  dirtancet.    AB,  flff.  4»  re 


ftTTILnr  OT  ELECTBtCITY  AND  QALVANIBKI. 


■»  kaa.  Coatd  nch  ItMm  ba  cnMtnieuA 
(f  A*  «n  of  t,  8,  M  cr  IE  l»t  dknKiir,  ilwj 
■■UnAm  ft  dagna  </ heal  &na  thi  acbr 


^mr  lir  i«a«eu  (he  Ighl  of  m  lamp  TW, 
|lKad  m  in  Ciena,  to  frait  diitancM.  It  a  is 
M  wmj  Au  the  luhl  of  Ihe  BaH  Roi±,  aid 
itv  i^K^oima,  u  rcflacMd  la  ■«•  0^ 


,t^  W"^^  a 

of  Ihe  ttonc,  «hicli  either  Kudt  U  in  dUTuHim 
places,  or  ifAls  il  al  ones  iota  •.■nullitude  ot 

Iragmenti.  Thii  siprriiiieiil,  nhich  appean  t* 
hare  be.n  firit  node  in  Pnuua  in  1811,  wu 

attend'^  wilh  conplele  luecua,  diuinx  the  Ant 

•tonn  Ihatpiued  over,  afler  U»  boroCiroD  waa 

inserted  i.^  (he  >tone. 

Ena  Ilx  KJ««a  ^  ElaOMb,  and  Cii.™- 

■■inii^  ID  BBB  iDiUinBei,  tw  rendersd  lub- 

•anai  in  ihi  oprraliona  oTirt.     B;'  mcaoa  oC 

ioni™  iBi°lii  »ui;i;pjHi»arietjofi«eful  hinli, 

Ac  <lecw>I  fl-id,  -«].l.  of  connnlU,  waler- 

cMiH^cLiHy  where  ii  ia  an  .ibjoei  of  importance  lo 

r-^  w>d  (moe.,  iIiowiB.  Ihe  diuroik]  mod™ 

■f  die  cmrlh,  uid  tha  ngo  uvi  phuui  sf  Iha 

nuri.     II  ii  round  Ihot  vhra  iKtali  are  pure 

■H.  ten  beea  ki  w  -o'i'm ;  ind  then  can 

a^  be  direcrcd  m  KcomplUh  nuch  more 

or  placed  in  euntact  with  other  metab,  Ihe; 

^■nat  aOwU,     Etm  Uid  lighuiifi);  oT  ilie 

■oon  unHergo  oiidalion.     Coini  comp-iacd  oT 

4^  which  11  ofdT  Ihe  elccfkil  fluid  acting 

aw  metal  are  foimd  aiore  durable  than  thoae 

•  «■  UBple  «»le,  hu  b«r  guided  bj  the  hand 
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dergoes  corrosion.  These  effects  are  now  ex- 
plamed  od  the  principles  of  galvanism.  When 
two  metallic  subatanccs  of  different  kinds  are 
connected  by  moisture,  they  form  what  is  called 
a  gatvanie  arcle ;  and,  therefore,  when  one  kind 
of  metal  is  placed  in  contact  with  another,  if 
either  water  or  the  moisture  of  the  atmosphere 
adheres  to  them,  a  galvanic  circle  is  formed, 
and  oxidation  is  produced.  On  this  ground  tlie 
late  Sir  Humphrey  Davy  suggested  thi;  pruj^rieiy 
of  fastening  the  upper  shcathin<;  <^  ships  with 
copper  instead  of  ircm  nails.  The  sanio  princi- 
ple may  be  rendered  of  extensive  application, 
and  may  afford  many  useful  hints  to  every  arti- 
zan  employed  in  working  and  combining  metals. 
A  knowledge  of  magnetutm  might  also,  in 
many  cases,  be  directed  to  useful  practical 
applications.  This  mysterious  power,  in  con- 
nexion with  its  polarity,  has  already  enabled  the 
miner  and  surveycMr  to  traverse  the  remotest 
oomen  of  the  largest  mines,  and  to  trace  their 
way  back  in  safety  through  all  the  windings  of 
tboM  lubternuieous  apartments,  and  has  direct- 
ed the  navigator  to  ateer  his  coui^e  with  cer- 
tainty, throu{^  the  pathless  ocean,  to  hia  "  de- 
sired haven."  Throughout  all  the  regions  of 
tbe  ^obe  the  magnMic  power  extendi  its  influ- 
ence ;  and  it  is  now  found  to  have  an  intimate 
oonneuon  witli  heat,  electricity,  and  galvanism. 
Of  late  years,  it  has  been  ascertained  that  iron 
with  its  oxides  and  alloys  are  not  the  only  sub- 
stances susceptible  of  magnetic  influence.  The 
magnetiMn  of  ntcftW,  though  inferior  to  that  of 
iron,  it  found  to  be  considerable ;  and  that  of 
eobatt  and  titanium  is  quite  perceptible.  Nay, 
the  recent  discoveries  of  Arago  have  shown, 
"  that  there  is  no  substance  but  which,  under 
proper  circumstances,  is  capable  of  exiiibiting 
unequivocal  signs  of  the  magnetic  virtue."  In 
consequence  ^  a  recent  discovery  of  M.  OtT' 
Hedf  **  we  are  now  enabled  to  conununicate,  at 
and  enuring  pleasure,  to  a  coiled  wire,  of  any 
nutoi  indiff^enUjft  all  the  properties  of  a  mag- 
neto—its attraction,  repulsion,  and  polarity,  and 
Vuit  even  in  a  more  intense  degree  than  was 
previoudy  thought  to  be  possible  in  the  best 
natural  magnets."  This  discovery  tends  to  en- 
large our  views  of  the  range  of  magnetic  influ- 
ence, and  to  lead  us  to  the  conciiwion  that  its 
powers  may  hereafter  be  applied  to  purpose*  of 
which  at  present  we  can  have  no  conception. 
Although  the  polarity  of  the  magnet  has  been 
of  incalculable  service  to  mankind,  particularly 
hfi  iiroinoting  navigation  and  enlarging  our 
knowledge  of  the  globe,  yet  we  have  no  reason 
to  believe  that  this  is  the  only  practical  purpose 
to  which  its  powers  may  be  applied,  or  the  only 
reason  why  the  Creator  has  so  widely  diffused 
ittf  influence  in  the  system  of  nature;  since,  in 
his  diversified  operations  in  tho  material  worki, 
he  10  frequently  produces  a  variety  of  effects 
from  one  aindtho  same  coiue.    it  romaina  with 


man  to  prosecute  his  obsorvationa  atiU  more  ev 
tensively  on  this  subject,  and  hia  indostry  wiC, 
doubtless,  be  rewarded  with  the  discovery  ef 
new  relations,  laws,  and  combinations,  wlach 
may  be  susceptible  of  the  moat  important  praeli- 
cal  applicativMiB  in  the  arts  which  minister  to 
the  comfort  and  convenience  of  mankuid.  Even 
in  its  present  state,  the  attractive  property  of 
magnetism  is  capable  of  being  applied  as  a  «m^ 
ehinical  power,  in  certain  pieces  of  machinery, 
although  its  application  in  this  way  has  never 
yet  been  attempted  on  an  extensive  scale. 

The  following  fact  riiows  how  its  attnctivc 
power  has  lately  been  applied  to  tbe  prokng^ 
tion  of  life,  and  the  warding  off  of  incorafale 
disease,  in  the  case  of  a  nseftd  daas  of  <nr 
fellow  men.  "  In  needle  manufactories  the  wori»> 
men  are  constantly  exposed  to  excessively  m^ 
nute  particles  of  steel  which  fly  from  the  grisd- 
stones,  and  mix,  thoo^  imperceptiUe  to  tfie 
eye,  as  the  finest  dust  in  the  air,  and  are  inhaled 
with  their  breath.  The  effect,  tbou^  impc^ 
ceptiUe,  on  a  short  exposure,  yet  being  cooslan^ 
repeated  from  day  to  day,  produces  a  constt 
tutional  irritation,  dependent  on  the  tonic  pio- 
perties  of  the  steel,  which  is  sure  to  tomuBUe  in 
pulmonary  consumption ;  insomuch,  that  pcvsons 
employed  in  this  kind  of  woric  used  scarcely  ever 
to  attain  the  age  of  forty  years.  In  vain  was  if 
attempted  to  purify  the  air,  before  its  entry  inCn 
tho  lungs,  by  gauzos  or  linen  guards ;  tho  dint 
was  too  fine  and  penetrating  to  be  obstructed 
by  such  coarse  expedients,  till  some  ingenioos 
person  bethought  him  of  that  wondcrfid  power, 
which  every  chiki  that  searches  for  its  mother's 
needle  with  a  magnet,  sees  in  exercise.  Masks 
of  magnetized  steel  wire  are  now  constructed 
and  adapted  to  the  faces  of  the  workmen.  By 
these  the  air  is  not  merely  atroined  but  ■rsrrfcerf 
in  its  passage  through  them,  and  each  obooo^ 
ious  atom  arrested  and  removed."'^ 

This  interesting  fact  affords  a  striking  prooC 
of  the  useful  purposes  to  which  the  powers  and 
properties  of  natural  substances  may  be  applied, 
when  the  mind  is  directed  to  contemplate  ihsm 
in  all  their  bearings,  and  to  trace  them  to  all 
their  legitimate  consequences.  The  attractive 
p<m-er  of  the  magnet,  consklered  not  only  in  its 
relation  to  iron  and  sterl,  but  to  all  other  sub- 
stances in  which  magnet  ical  virtue  is  found  in  a 
greater  or  le^s  degree  to  reside— might,  ther^ 
t(M'e,  in  the  hands  of  an  ingenious  mechanic,  lead 
to  many  interesting  experiments,  which  mi|^ 
pave  the  way  for  the  most  important  practioal 
restilts. 

The  facts  connected  with  tho  science  of  Gr^ 
togy  may  likewise,  in  many  instances,  be  ^red- 
ed to  fnractical  puq>08es.  Prom  tho  rosoarcbcf 
which,  of  late  years,  have  been  made  in  tho  in* 
tcrior  of  tho  earth,  geologists  aro  now  pretty  wefi , 

*  BeTKbel's  Prtftai.  IMa.  M  Nsf.  FMtoi; 
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■Hwwfcd  wUk  the  position  and  alternation  of  rials  of  our  globe, — the  earthy,  saline,  inflam* 

in  ftrala,  and  with  the  diflTereal  fucMils  which  mable,  and  metallic  subataiicos  of  which  it  is 

■a/  be  e.ip«Mned  to  abound  in  any  particular  compoeed,  must  be  interesting  to  lapidaries, 

diinicL    Although  these  researches  %rerc  un-  jewellers,  irou-founders,  and  all  who  are  em- 

4crtihea  chiedy  with  a  view  to  ascertain  the  ployed  iu  working  various  metals.     To  know 

cbaoges  which  have  happened  in  the  structure  the  nature  of  th<Me  substances  on  which  they 

if  our  globe,  and  to  support  certain  theories  of  are  operating,  the  materials  with  which  they  aro 

the  esrth--yet  ihey  may  frequently  be  of  use  to  united  in  their  native  ore*,  their  combinatifm 

Inded  propciotors.  to  engineers,  and  to  specula^  with   phosphurus,   sulphur,    and    carbon,    the 

lofs  in  wtimimg  operations,  so  as  to  direct  them  in  chanves  produced  upon  them  by  oxygen  and  the 

ibeir  investigatiom,  and  prevent  them  from  em-  didurvnt  aoids,  their  rclatanus  to  heat,  and  the 

btfking  in  ichr ssea  that  may  ultimately  blast  their  liqukls  with  which  they  may  come  in  contact, 

eipacialiona,  eihaiist  their  resources,aud  lead  to  and  the  various  compounds  into  which  they  may 

Jnettiavable  nria.    The  ruinous  effecu  some-  be  formed,  wall  have  a  direct  tendency  noC  only 

tiMa  produced  by  ignorance  of  this  subject  to  increase  their  stock  of  general  knoi^iedge,  but 

«ft  suikiDgly  iUusbmted  by  the  following  &ct : —  to  render  them  more  skilful  and  intelligent  in 

**  II  is  aot  OMUiy  years  since  an  attempt  was  4heir  respective  professions.  Mtt^9roUgy,  which 

muh  to  iitahll ih  a  colliery  at  BeahiU,in  Sussex,  treats  of  the  weather  and  the  variable  pheno- 

Ths  appearance  df  thin  seams  and  sheets  of  mena  of  the  atmosphere,  will,  in  many  instances^ 

iMsil  wood,  and  wood-coal,  with  some  other  in-  be  ibund  a  useful  study  to  mariners,  .fishermen, 

■Brelinnr  Tjwllar  Co  what  occur. in  the  neiglibourw  timveliors,  and  farmers,  by  which  they  may  fre- 

hsod  of  the  great  coal  beds  in  the  north  of  Eng-  quently  be  directed  in  their  movements,  and 

havmg  led  to  the  sinking  of  a  shafl,  and  avmd  many  inconveniences  and  dangers.    By 

an  of  ■arhinery,  on  a  scale  of  vast  ex-  carefully  attending  to  the  motions  of  the  barome- 

lesa  Chan  eight  thousand  pounds  are  ter  and  thermometer,  and  comparing  them  with 

■id  lo  have  been  laid  nut  on  this  project,  which,  the  electrical  state  of  the  atmosphere,  the  diree- 

•c  is  alsMMt  needless  to  add,  proved  coo^iletely  tion  of  the  winds,  and  the  appearances  of  tho 

abortive,  as  every  geologist  wouU  have  at  once  clouds,  the 'farmer  nwy  be  warned  of  the  con- 

dsdarcdil  must,  the  wMe  assemblage  of  geo-  tinuance  uf  rain  or  drought,  and  direct  his  ope- 

IsgRBal  frets  being  adverse  to  the  eustenne  of  a  rations  accordingly,  so  as  to  .protect  his  produce 

eoal  bed  in  the  Hastings'  saa«2v  while  from  danger. 

m  which  Bexhtli  i?  situated,  is  separated  There  is  no  applicstioa  of  seience  to  the  arts 

the  ceaf  atraUi  by  a  series  of  interposed  of  more  importance,  and  more  extensive  in  its 

bsds  of  such  enormous  thickness  as  to  render  all  effects,  than  that  of  the  erapk^rment  of  Sieam 

i^  of  penetrating  thr^u^h  them  absurd.— The  for  driving  all  kinds  of  machinery,  and  for  pr<^ 

liriwr  of  mining  speculation*  is  full  of  similar  polling  veAsels  alung  rivers    and  across    the 

casss,  wh(*re  a  very  mrxierste  acquaintance  ocean.     *'It  hasannctL,"sayBMr.  JefiTey,"the 

with  the  uamMl  vrder  9/natmre,  to  say  nothing  of  feeble  hand  of  man  with  a  power  to  which  no 

Iheoreti-Tal  views,  wmild  have  saved  many  a  limits  can  be  assigned— ^completed  the  dominion 

■ijuiiii  adventurer  from  utter  niin.***  of  mind  over  the  most  refractory  qualities  of 

The  stikiy  of  the  various  branches  of  NntunU  matter,  and  laid  a  sure  foundation  for  all  those 

ifttmjf  mii^ht  aUe  be  rendered  productive  nf  future  miracles  of  mechanic  [tower«  which  are 

■9uly  in  ditfbrent  departments  of  the  arts.     It  to  aid  and  reward  tlie  labours  of  after  genera- 

^  quite  evident  that  a  scientific  knowledge  of  tioas.'*'     Tho  first  person  who  appears  to  have 

Stim^p  nunt  be  highly  useful  to  gardeners  and  entertained  the  idea  of  employing  steam  for  pro- 

hen  labourers,  and  to  all  who  take  an  iuterest  pelting  vessels,  was  Mr.  J.  Hulls,  in  tho  year 

•i  horticultural  and  rural  operations.     Not  only  1736.     But  it  was  not  till  1807,  when  Mr.  Ful- 

a  kDOwledge  of  the  ela$mliiialitn  and  arrange-  ton  launched,  at  New- York,  the  first  steam-boat 

■caC  oT  l^aBts,  but  also  of  their  physiological  he  had  constructed,  that  navigation  by  steam 

^mluie  and  fbnctions,  of  their  medicinal  quali-  was  introduced  to  general  practice,  which  may 

lisi,  and  of  the  chymieal  properties  of  soils  and  therefore  be  conridered  as  the  epocli  of  the  in- 

te  diflerent  manures,  will  be  found  of  conside-  vcntion.     In  a  few  years  every  river  and  bay 

udlxty  to  such  individuals. — Zoology  and  in  the  United  States  became  the  scene  of  steam 

AnatoM^f  which  describe  the  pe-  navigation.    In  1822  there  were  more  than  S50 

structure  and  habits  of  animals,  both  steam  vessels  connected  with   these   States, 

nod  domestic,  will  convey  various  por-  some  of  them  of  eight  and  nine  hundred  tons 

of  interestittg  infbrmatiMi  to  shepherds,  burden,  and  by  this  time,  doubtless,  they  are 

I,  and  agriculturists  of  every  do-  more  than  doubled.    In  1819  an  expedition  left 

I.    An  aoquaintanco  with  D^nendogp,  Pittsburg,  descended  the  Ohio  in  steam-boats 

'eats  of  the  solid  and  inanimate  mate-  for  1 100  miles,  and  then  ascending  tlie  rapid 

Missouri,  proceeded  to  the  distance  of  no  less 

^^  than  two  thouiand  five  -hundred  miles.    Thej 
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have  now  been  introdnced  into  every  country  in 
Europe.  On  the  principal  rivcra  and  kcus  con- 
nected with  the  British  Isles,  and  even  in  the 
Scottish  lakes,  these  vessels  are  sweeping  alon;; 
in  majestic  pomp,  against  wind  and  tide.  <ii ver- 
sifying the  scenery  throu^  which  thev  i.a«Ji«, 
and  transporting  travellers  and  part  if  >m  of  plea^ 
sure  to  their  destination,  with  a  rapidity  um.-x- 
ampled  in  firmor  ages.  On  the  Clyrle  alono 
more  than  fifty  or  sixty  steam  vessels  are  con- 
stantly plying.  The  scenery  of  ihe  Ilhine,  the 
Rhone,  the  Elbe,  the  Seine,  the  Danubtt,  the 
Wdga,  the  lakes  of  Constance  and  Geneva,  and 
of  many  other  rivers  and  inland  seas,  is  now  en- 
livened by  these  powerful  machines,  conveying 
foods  and  passengers  in  every  direction.  Even 
tha  Atlantic  ocean,  an  extent  of  more  than  three 
thousand  miles,  has  been  traversed  by  a  tteam- 
boat  in  twenty  days ;  and  the  period,  we  trust, 
is  not  fiu*  distant,  when  the  Red  Sea,  the  Per- 
sian Ghilph,  the  B^y  of  Bengal,  the  Indian 
Ocean,  the  Mediterranean,  the  Euxine,  tho 
Gulph  of  Mexico,  and  even  the  wide  Pacific, 
will  be  traversed  by  these  rapid  vehicles,  con- 
veying riches,  liberty,  religicm  and  ihtelligenca 
to  the  islands  of  the  ocean,  and  forming  a  bond 
of  tmion  among  all  nations. 

The  admirable  improvements  in  the  constrac- 
tion  of  iCeam  earriage§  which  are  now  going  tor- 
ward,  are  no  loss  worthy  of  attention.  The 
rapid  movements  of  these  machines,  which  have 
bflNBO  lately  introduced  on  the  Liverpool  and 
Manchester  railway,  and  the  security  and  com- 
fort with  which  they  are  attended,  have  excited 
the  astonishment  of  every  beholder.  And  no 
wonder, — since  goods  and  passengers  are  now 
conveyed  between  these  cities,  with  a  velocity 
of  nevly  thirty  miles  an  hoar !  so  that  it  may 
be  said,  with  the  strictest  propriety,  that  the 
steam  engine  is  the  mnst  brilliant  present  ever 
made  by  philosophy  to  mankind. 

The  discovery  of  earburetUd  hydrogen  ^os, 
and  its  application  to  the  purpose  oTdluminating 
our  dwelling-houses,  streets,  and  manufactories, 
may  also  be  considered  in  reference  to  the  arts. 
Every  city,  and  every  town  of  a  moderate  size, 
is  now  enlivened  with  the  8|rfendid  brilliancy  pro> 
duced  from  this  invisiUe  substance  ;  pipes  for 
its  conveyance  have  been  laid,  of  many  hundred 
mSei  in  extent,  and  diverging  into  numeroua 
ramifications,  and  thousands  of  arUsta  are  em- 
iilojed  in  conducting  its  manufiusture,  and  form- 
ing tobea  and  other  devicea  ibr  distributing  it  in 


Now,  ainee  die  inventiona  to  whidi  I  am 
ndvertinf  are  feunded  on  diynucal  and  media- 
■ical  prinBiplea,  and  on  the  diacoveriea  of  modem 
•denee,  and  ainee  many  thouaanda  of  mechanica 
ara  nofw  employed  in  conatnicting  the  machinery 
coaaectad  with  theaa  inventiona,  and  in  oon- 
dnodi^  ila  oparaliona  both  by  aea  and  land,  it  ia 
«r  «M  «lwNl  iiiV«*»Mk  i«  wiw  to  iMr  betaf 


fiil!y  <|*talificd  for  thoir  rnpcctive  dcpartnentti 
that  they  un'IfrslaiHi  the  scientific  pruicij^ 
which  enter  imo  the  con.^truction  of  such  n» 
chines  an.l  mzines,  the  peculiar  uses  of  eftrj 
part,  the  mniiiwr  in  which  tlie  ch\*miral  agents 
eni{»loyeu  (>|MTate,  and  the  effects  which,  in  an} 
^ven  rirciimstanre,  they  must  necessarily  pro 
dncc.  In  parrinilur.  it  is  indispensably  nece» 
sary,  that  tugine^mn,  ami  o»her«  «-mployed  fu 
dir^Hrtin:;  \\\*'*v  marliiiies,  when  in  operaiion, 
should  bn  ocquaiuted  ^rith  every  part  </ theii 
stnicture,  and  the  principles  on  which  iheii 
mfivemonts  depend ;  fur  the  comfort  and  sa^ 
of  ihc  public  aro  dependent  on  the  caution  and 
skill  with  which  they  are  conducted.  How  ooidd 
any  man  be  qualified  for  such  an  ofRce  witKom 
some  portion  of  scientific  knowledge  ?  and  ba« 
could  travellers  in  such  vehicles  consider  Ibeii 
lives  and  property  secun^,  if  they  were  Mt 
guided  by  men  of  intelligence  and  prudence  1 
To  the  want  of  such  caution  and  akiU  an 
chiefly  to  be  attributed  moKt  of  the  disasters  am 
fatal  accidents,  connected  with  such  operalioni 
which  have  hitherto  taken  place. 

Besides  the  agriculturists,  manufrcturrrs,  n» 
chanics,  and  artificers  alluded  to  above,  then 
are  nimierous  oiher  classes  to  which  aimila] 
remarks  w  ill  aii[ily.  In  short,  there  is  scarcel] 
an  individual,  however  obscure,  in  any  dcpan< 
mcnt  of  society,  but  may  derive  practical  benafii 
from  an  acquaintance  with  science.  **  The&i* 
servant  or  day  labourer,"  says  Lord  Broughaai 
"  whether  in  his  master's  employ,  or  tending  dM 
concerns  of  his  own  cottage,  must  derive  grat: 
practical  benefit, — must  be  both  a  better  servant 
and  a  more  thrifty,  and,  therefore,  comfortaUi 
cottacfer,  for  knowing  something  of  the  nature  of 
soils  and  manures,  which  chymistry  teaches,  ant 
something  of  the  habits  of  animals,  and  the(|oa' 
lilies  and  growth  of  plants,  which  he  leam 
from  natural  history  and  chymistry  togetkar 
In  truth,  though  a  man  is  neither  a  mechanic  aai 
a  peasant,  but  only  one  having  a  pot  to  bo3,  hi 
is  sure  to  learn  from  science  lessons  which  wil 
enisle  him  to  cook  his  morsel  better,  save  ha 
fuel,  and  both  vary  his  dish  and  improvo  it 
The  art  of  good  and  dieap  cookery  b  intinwial] 
connected  with  the  principles  of  cfaynical  plnl» 
sophy,  and  has  received  much,  and  wiQ  yd 
receive  more,  improvement  firom  their  applies 
tion." — Nay,  even  the  fcsleAen  moid,  thehnaii] 
maid,  and  the  mistress  of  every  family,  may  dOi 
rive  many  uaefiil  hinta  from  the  reaearehoo  d 
science.  The  whdeartof  coolwryiaadiyaiBa 
operation,  and  ao  are  the  arts  of  wariiing,  dna 
aing ,  Ueaching,  and  dyeing.  By  a  haMy^Mgi 
of  the  nature  and  propertiea  of  tho 
other  diymical  aubataxKea,  thsy  wonki 
how  to  eradicate  ataina  of  ink,  grease,  fto-  froa 
cotton,  Iben,  woollen,  and  aUka,  in  the  aaftn 
and  moat  effectoal  manner,  and  many  othornio 
of  fnal  vtili^  ki  dianaalk  iife.    Bf« 
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lias  a  6ro,  and  o^tAnimg  \i  when  rulo^,  without  a  kaowledf  e  of  the  principles  on 

nds   on  philuft'jphical    princi;fies.  which  they  ore  founded,  is  to  de(;rafle  thtir 

the  stirring  of  a  fire  14  of  use,  be-  iniolloctual  nature,  to  reduce  them  to  somethiiig 

ss  a  hollow,  where  the  air  being  like  im're  nuichines,  to  rt'nder  them  less  useful 

s  adjacent  heat,  the  surrounding  buiii  to  themselves  and  to  tlieir  employers,  and 

0  the  partial  vacuum,  and  impart-  to  prevent  the  improvement  of  the  liberal  and 
,  give:!  life  to  Uio  tire  and  carries  nicchauicaj  arts. 

ig  wiUi  it.    Ou  til  is  principle  Ute  The  following  instance  may  be  stated  as  a 

B  are  fo'.indud.     1.  Never  stir  a  specimen  < if  the  advantages  of  chymical  know- 

ih  coals  are  laid  on,  particularly  ledge,  and  cT  the  practical  purposes  to  which  it 

1  very  small,  because  they  imme-  may  be  apfilied  in  different  regions  of  the  globe, 
ito  the  vacuum,  and  prevent  the  A  youn^  Parisian,  of  the  name  of  Lcger  went 
oatygen  of  the  atmosphere,  which  on  a  commercial  adventure  to  Egypt  in  the  year 
e  of  combustion.  S.  Always  keep  18SS  [  but  during  some  of  the  convulsions  01  that 
r  dear,  because  it  is  there  chiefly  unsettled  country,  he  lost  the  little  property  with 
ashes  in  to  nourish  the  fuel.  3.  which  he  was  intrusted,  and  was  forced  to  make 
to  stir  at  top,  unless  when  the  a  precipitate  retreat  from  Suez  to  Alcnjidria. 
te  clear,  and  the  top  only  wants  He  reroainedsometiraeat  Alexandria,  destitute 
mriso  the  unkindled  fuel  may  be  and  almost  hupclesn.     But  the  talent  of  observao 

in  a  body  to  the  bottom,  and  the  tion,  and  tlie  social  habits  characteristic  of  his 

•pheric  air  prevented.  countrymen,  came  to  hn  aid :  in  a  lucky  mo- 

I,  of  a  similar  kind,  of  the  practical  ment  ho  formed  the  resolution  of  retrieving  his 

r  science,  might  have  been  given  fortune  1^  introducing  the  luxury  of  ics  into  the 

idefinite  extent ;  but  the  above  spe-  parclied  land  of  the  Ptolemies.  This  common  pro* 

ifluse  as  corroborative  of  the  gene-  duct  of  wintry  regions  is  known  to  be  as  grateful  to 

•that  scienti6c  knowledge  wo<ild  the  languid  natives  of  tropical  climates  as  ardent 

lies  and  manufacturers  of  all  de-  spirits  are  to  the  benumbed  inhabitants  of  the 

«  dulfiil  in  the  prosecution  of  tlieir  Polar  circle.     Having  succeeded  in  effecting  a 

ployments.  return  to  his  family,  the  enterpribiiig  Parisian 

iver,  may  be  disposed  to  insinuate,  was  enabled  by  the  friendly  assistance  of  Gay 

enoush  for  philosophers  to  ascer-  Lussac  and  Thenanl,  to  adopt  tlie  best  means 

t,  and  to  lay  down  rules  fv>unded  that  chymistry  could  devise  for  the  preservation 

r  the  direction  of  the  mechanic  or  of  ice,  bothjiuring  the  voyage,  and  afler  its  ar- 

that  it  is  on!y  requisite  that  the  rival  in  a  sultry  latitude ;  and  at  length  set  out 

superiateiidenis  of  chymical  pro-  from  Paris  with  his  inventions,  and  arrived  safely 

lechanical  operations,  should  be  at  Alexandria,  in  April  18SS,     The  sovereign 

th  that  portion  of  science  which  is  of  Egypt,  Mahomined  Ali,  was  delighted  at  this 

their  peculiar  departments.     But  novel  addition  to  oriental  luxuries  ;  and,  besides 

perceive,  that  a  mechanic  who  valuable  presents,  gave  tlie  inventor  the  cxclu- 

'  by  rules,  without  knowing  the  sive  right  fur  fivu  years  of  importing  ice  into  his 

rsosoiM  oC  them,  is  only  like  a  dominions.    This  privilege  is  estimated  to  be 

sats  hi.i  catechism  by  rote,  without  worth  one  million  of  francs,  or  nearly  60,000^. 

igle  idea  to  the  words  ho  utters,  or  In  ancient  times  the  work!  was  enlightened  by 

iving  a  thrashing  machine,  without  •  tho  learning  of  Egypt ;  the  greatest  pliilosof^rs 

I  the  narrow  circle  to  which  he  is  travelled  tliither,  as  to  the  fountain-head  of  sci- 

nSned.     When  anv  accident  oc-  ence;  but  the  land  of  Scsostresand  Alexander 

le  circumstances  of  the  case  are  has  now  becmne  the  prey  of  the  ferocious  Mo^ 

nged,  when  tlie  same  principle  on  lem ;  and  whatever  she  enjoys  of  art,  know- 

erally  proCi^eds  requires  to  be  ap-  ledge  or  civilization,  she  is  compelled  to  receive 

r  object  or  mode  of  operation,  he  firom  the  once  barbarous  regions  <^  the  West.*** 
s  his  woric,  or  feels  himself  utterly 

to  proceed.     The  least  deviation  II.  Scientific  knowledge  will  not  only  render 

istomed  trammels  puts  him  out,  persons  more  skUfuI  in  their  respective  employ* 

las  no  clear  and  comprehensive  ments,  but  wUi  enabU  them  te  makt  impnupm 

rinciples  on  which  his  practice  menUinthtarU.andiHthephyiieaiaeimMtwkh 

nee  we  uniformly  find,  that  a  man  tohidi  ikty  arc  eonmected. 

fuirements  will  easily  comprehend  It  has  frequently  been  affirmed  that  many 

ly  new  machine  or  architectural  useful  inventions  have  been  owing  to  dhanec, 

be  able  to  execute  it,  while  he  and  that  persons  ignorant  of  science  have  stum- 

ly  by  square  and  rule,  will  hesitate  Ued  upon  them  without  any  previous  inveatig** 
and  perceive  innumeraole  difficul- 

■|u    To  oonfiM  nrtials  to  ano  •  80OU : 
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<ioa.  It  if  not  denied,  that  several  kventioiis 
have  ori|(inated  in  thii  wmy,  but  they  are  much 
'fewer  than  is  generally  imagined  ;  and,  -in  ai- 
most  every  instance,  where  chance  suggested 
the  first  hint  uTany  invention,  the  future  im- 
provements were  directed  <by  the  hand  of  ge- 
nius and  tlie  aids  of  science.  It  is  said,  that  the 
invention  of  the  telescope  was  owing  to  a  spec- 
tacle-maker's boy  having  accidentaliy  taken  up 
two  convex  glasses  of  different  focal  distances, 
and  placed  the  one  near  his-eye  and  the  other 


at  a  censiderable  distanoe,  wbea  be  perciiwi, 
on  looking  through  them,  the  spire  of  a  mi^ 
bouring  ^^hurch  turned  upside  down,  and  HMh 
larger  than  its  usual  sise.  The  lather  of  Ae 
boy,  amaxed  at  th»  singular  appeasanea,  k» 
thought  himself  of  adjusting  two  giaaaea  ca  a 
board,  supporting  them  in  two  brasa  or  wooda 
circles,  which  might  be  removed  nearer  lo,  m 
farther  from  each  other  at  pleasure,  as  in  Ae 
following  figure,  where  A  repreeenti  the  objad^ 
B  the  lena  next  the  ol^iect,  a  the  ioTerted  ii 


firmed  by  it,  C  the  glass  next  the  eye,  and  D 
(he  sliding  board  on  which  it  was  fixed,  for  ad- 
justing the  focus.  Such  appears  to  have  been 
the  first  rude  ooostniction  of  a  telescope.  But 
no  long  as  the  invention  remained  in  this  state, 
it  was  of  litlle  benefit  to  society.  It  was  not 
befiire  Qalileo,  a  pltilosopher  of  Tuscany,  heard 
of  the  circumstance,  and  entered  into  investiga- 
tions on  the  refraction  of  light,  and  the  proper- 
lies  of  lenses,  that  this  noUe  instrument  was 
improved  and  directed  to  (he  heavens  fiir  the 
purpose  of  making  astroBonical  discoveries; 
and  an  the  subsequent  improvements  it  has  re- 
ceived, have  been  the  remit  of  reasonings,  and 
experimental  investigations,  conducted  by  men 
of  science.  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  tn  e<m«!?ic0iee 
•f  kit  nptriwuMU  and  di$oa»ermrtMpedkng  kufhl 
amd  es^MPS,  detected  the  true  cause  of  the  im- 
perftctian  of  the  oaaunoo  refracting  telescope, 
and  suggested  the  substitutioo  of  metalline  spe- 
cula instead  of  lenses,  which  led  him  to  the  in- 
vention of  the  T^fUetimg  telescope ;  and  Air. 
DoUond,  in  esusaynswug  of  km  uufmtigatiam§  amd 
•^jttnmenlt  rttpteting  tkt  di^rent  dtgrttik  mff^ 
ft^tthnmamd  divtrgmt^  ^  eokmr  produetd  Ay 
dif%niUhind$  of  gimmy  effected  (he  greatest  inn 
provement  that  had  ever  been  made  on  the  re- 
fimalmg  telescope,  by  producing  an  image  free 
of  Iheimperiectioos  catised  by  the  blending  of 
the  pmmatic  ooloara.  And  we  have  reason  to 
battef^  that  the  fivtber  inprovanant  of  tfais.lel». 


scope  will  chiefly  depend  on  aseertaiaing  Ai 
true  chyradoal  composition  of  flint  gla«B  for  acta^ 
matic  purposes,  and  the  proper  mode  ofeeniH^ 
ing  its  manuAicture,  which  may  lead  totba  em* 
struction  uf  instruments  of  this  kind,  on  a  ■■• 
extensive  soale  than  has  ever  yet  been  tmrn^ttdt 
and  to  discoveries  in  (he  celestial  regma  ftr 
beyond  those  which  haive  hi^erto  ban  Hads. 
But  such  improvements  can  never  ba  aAMi4 
unless  by  numerous  experimenial  iimisfifiliiaL 
conducted  by  those  whoee  minds  are  tberan^U^ 
imbued  with  the  principles  of  diymioid  Hud  o^ 
tical  science.-^ 


*  One  of  the  latest  Improvements  on , 
olrjcct-flasws  was  made  by  a  fbrelgnernf  the ; 

of  tHUnanA,  who  was  ortplnalljr  a  caMnet*a 

After  acqiilrlnff  a  knowledge  of  the  prtnclplss  if 
0|>tlcs,  and  of  the  mode  of  constructing  (elsBeoMil 
he  spplted  hlmeelf  pnrtlcularlj  to  asceitain  W 
proper  rompostUon  of  JUnt-giam  fur  aohnsartli 
puiposes;  and,  after  sfiendinj  twenty  or  tUitf 
years  In  maklnf  experlments--castlnc  one  pM  m 

SIMS  after  another,  and  meetlnff  with  ftennMft 
tsapjpoinlmentB,>-lic  nl  length  succeeded  InoUal^ 
Ing  glaBMi  for  achromailc  telescopes,  of  laigar  dliMfr 
slons  and  of  a  quality  superior  to  what  conM  Wh 
merlj  he  procured.  Of  ithb  glass  was  fti—i il  At 
largest  triple  achromatic  telescope  ever  conslrncMil 
which  was  lately  erected  In  Qie  otaservatoK^  of  ttt 
onlvrrstty  at  Dorpat,  -under  the  direction  of  ■• 
Fraunhofer.  This  gloss  Is  perfectly  f1reefroaivalB% 
and  has  a  greater  dispersive  power  than  any  s^ 
talned  before.  Tlie  diameter  of  this  ot^feet  |^ 
almost  ten  Inches,  and  iu  focal  dlstanee  li 
It  has  four  eye-pleoes,  the  lowest 
times,  and  the  highest  too  times. 
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gvd  to  the  inrencion  and  improve- 
ataam-^ngine  a  story  has  been  told 
die  boy  being  emf^oyed  to  stop  and 
e,  saw  that  he  could  save  hinuelf  the 
Ctendinf  and  watchmg  it,  br  fixing  a 
.  part  of  the  machine  which  came  to 
,  the  proper  times,  in  cmiscquence  of 
inirrement.''  Whether  or  not  this 
ay  foundation  in  triith— certain  it  i;*, 
t  most  n<ieful  improvements  in  thin 
I  been  the  result  of  the  most  elaborate 
and  inTostif[ations  of  scientific  truths. 
listanct  notion  of  the  structure  and 
f  this  powerful  machine  appears  to 
^ren  fa^  the  Marquis  of  Worcester, 
his  **  Century  of  Inventions.'*  Its 
improvements  bv  Savary,  Blackey, 
,  Boij^hton  and  I^itzgerald,  were  the 
^ysical  knowledge,  of  mechanical 
f  the  most  laborious  investigafions. 
id  most  important  improvements  by 

d  bT  tlie  same  artist,  a  telescope  whose 
s  about  seven  inches  diameter,  and  Its 
twelve  feet,  which  is  now  in  the  pos- 
hr.  Pearson.  The  piece  of  flint-glass  of 
Dcave  lens  was  formed,  rost  Mr.Tulley 
ipilneas.  rnfortunatel^  for  science,  the 
list  (Guinand)  Is  now  dead,  and  it  is 
hether  he  has  left  any  particular  details 
mm  behind  him.  The  po«slbilltr,  how- 
urlng  pUss  for  the  construction  of  very 
natlc  telescopes  is  now  put  beyttnd  a 

cnttaxc  reail(*r  may  acouire  a  general 
chromitic  objert-irlass  from  the  follow. 
vhere  A  I)  represents adnuble  unoqusilj 
of  crmen  t^iist,  C  B  a  double  concave 
',  and  E  F  anothcrconvex  lens  of  crown. 
«  are  placed  toiretlter  in  tlte  manner 
m  the  figure,  and  form  what  is  called 


ie  o^ect-glass,  the  term  aehromatte  sif  • 
tf  colour.  Somelimes  only  two  lenses, 
crown,  and  a  coorave  of  fllnt-glnss  are 
>r  the  same  purpose.  In  the  rase  of  a 
tx  flass,  the  image  fond^ii  Is  blemlcd 
IsnuUic  rolour&  which  come  to  fi»cl  at 
tances  fnmi  tlie  Ir:us,  anil  conscqueutly 
lomparailvely  iiwilstlnct  image,  which 
lit  <^a  hi^h  migiiifying  power.  But  the 
leii.%  f<)nniii(;  ait  iiiia:;e  without  c-oluiir. 
argcr.ip^nun;.  and  a  lusher  lu.isrnlfylng 
a  common  refractor  of  the  same  length. 
he  dilfcrunce— that  :ui  :iciirumatic  tule- 
tllond,  only  three  feet  ten  inches  in 
fouuil  to  equal,  .■>nil  even  excel  the 
d  telescope  of  Huygeiit)  of  Vii  feut  focal 
he  gentk-Dteii  pre.-<ent  at  the  trial  agreed 
farf  wiiA  fairly  a  match  fur  the  giant." 
at  obstacle  to  their  cunxtruction  on  a 
a.  the  ditBculty  uf  procuring  large  pieces 
nee  of  veins,  and  of  a  proper  dispersive 


Mr.  James  Watt,  were  owing  no  less  to  tha 
scientific  knowledge  which  adorned  his  mind, 
than  to  his  mechanical  ingemiity.  He  was  a 
man  of  a  truly  philosophical  miind,  eminently 
conversant  in  sJl  branches  of  natural  knowledge, 
and  the  pupil  and  intimate  friend  of  Dr.  Black, 
and  had  attended  the  lectures  of  that  distin- 
guished philosopher  in  Uie  university  of  Glangow . 
And  he  often  acknowledged  "  that  his  first  idfr.d 
on  this  subject  were  acquired  by  his  altrndanre 
on  Dr.  Black's  rhjmnical  lectures,  and  from  tK:^ 
consideration  of  his  theory  of  latent  heat,  ai.>l 
the  expansibility  of  steam."  We  may  ihtrrforo 
rest  asstm^d,  tliat  all  the  futive  impnivt!ini>ri:«i 
and  now  applications  of  this  noble  invention  \«  i!l 
be  the  result  of  physical  and  chymical  knowU- dgo 
combined  with  mechanical  skill ;  and  ruii.^e- 
quently,  no  artizan  can  ever  expect  to  be  instru- 
mental in  bringing  the  steam-engine  to  its  highest 
pitch  of  improvement,  and  in  directing  its  ener- 
gies to  ill  the  purposes  to  which  they  may  be 
applied,  imless  the  pursuits  of  science  occupy  a 
considerable  share  of  his  attention. 

The  first  hint  of  the  marina't  eompau  is 
generally  supposed  to  have  been  owing  to  chance. 
Some  penoos  may  have  accidentally  obeerved, 
that  when  a  small  loadstone  is  sqapended  in 
wator  on  a  piece  of  wood  or  corit,  its  ends  poiutod 
towards  the  south  and  north.  Such  experiments 
•oem  to  have  been  applied  at  first  ibr  mere 
amusement,  and  to  excite  astonishment  in  the 
minds  of  the  ignorant  and  illiterate.  But  it  was 
not  till  some  genius  possessed  of  science  and  of 
reflecting  powers  seized  the  hint  thus  given,  that 
it  was  applied  to  the  important  purpose  of  direct* 
ing  the  mariner  in  his  course  through  the  path- 
less ocean.  And  to  science  we  are  hidebted 
for  the  manner  of  determining  the  dedination  of 
the  needle,  in  all  parts  of  the  world,  by  means 
of  the  azimuth  compass,  and  thus  rendering  it 
an  acrin^te  guide  to  the  navigator  in  every 
region  through  which  he  moves.  The  discovery 
of  that  peculiar  principle  termed  galvamtmj  was 
partly  owing  to  accident.  Whilst  Galvani,  pro- 
fessor of  anatomy  at  Bologna,  was  one  day  em- 
ployed in  dissecting  a  frog,  in  a  room  where 
some  of  his  fiienda  were  amtwing  themselves 
with  electrical  experiments,  one  of  them  having 
happened  to  draw  a  spark  firom  the  conductor,  at 
same  time  that  the  professor  touched  one  of  the 
nerves  of  the  animal,  its  whole  body  was  in- 
stantly shaken  by  a  violent  convulsion.  Having 
afterwards  suspended  some  finogs  from  the  iron 
pa1i!<ades  which  surrounded  his  garden,  by 
mean.*  of  metallic  hooks  fixed  in  the  spines  of 
their  backs,  he  observed  that  their  muscles  con- 
tractetl  frequently  and  involuntarily,  as  if  from  a 
shock  of  electricity.  Such  facts,  presented  to 
the  view  of  unscientific  persons,  might  have  pro- 
duced nothing  more  than  a  gaze  of  wonder; 
perhaps  supernatural  powers  might  have  been 
resorted  to  in  order  to  account  for  the  pheiiO> 
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nena,  and  in  a  ihort  time  they  might  have  been  object  of  hii  pursuit  before  hie  mind,  be  file 

fiwgotten  as  a  Tiiioo  of  the  night.    But  such  his  modianical  ingenuity  in  adapting  the  w$ 

Bcientific  minds  as  those  of  Valli,  Volta,  Monro,  cliinery  of  a  clock  to  the  '"■"»«*«"*"g  of  the  ii 

^owler,  Davy,  Humboldt  and  WoUaston,  having  brations'of  a  pendulum,  and  by  his  mathcflad 

seized  upon  these  facts,  having  contemplated  cal   knowledge  investigated  toe  theory  «f  fei 

them  in  every  point  of  view,  and  instituted  ex-  motion.    By  the  aid  of  a  new  department  «f 

.periroents  of  every  description  in  relation  to  geometrical   science,  invented  by  himself  hi 

them—most  astimiahing  discoveries  in  science  showed  how  to  make  a  pendulum  swing  in  a  cy 

have  been  brought  to  light — the  whole  aspect  of  cloid,  and  that  its  vibrations  in  this  curve  ere  a] 

chymistry  has  been  changed,  and  numorous  im-  performed  in  equal  times,  whatever  be  their  •■ 

provemcnts  introduced  into  the  practice  of  the  tent     The  ingenious  Mr.  Robert  Hooke,  iA 

useful  arts.     Alkalis  have  been  decomposed,  was  the  inventor  of  spring  or  pocket  watdiM 

new  metallic  substances  discovered,  the  cause  and  of  several  astronomical  instruments  formak 

of  the  oorrotUn  of  metals  ascertained,  and  the  ing  observations  both  at  sea  and  land     wi 

means  determined  hy  which  it  may  be  effectu-  eroiuently  distinguished  foriiis  phikwophica)  an 

ally  prevented.  mathematical  acquirements.    From  his  earlM 

■It  is  a  truth  which  the  whole  iiistory  of  sci-  years  he  discovered  a  genius  for  mechanics,  an 

ence  fully  corroborates,  that  very  few  important  all  his  other  knowledge  was  brought  to  bear  ii^ 

diacoverios  have  been  made  by  accident  or  by  his  numerous  inventions  and  contrivonoes,!— 

ignorant  persons,   whose  minds  were  not  di-  Otto  Guerieke,  who  mvetifad  the  .^'r^fMni|p,«li 

rected  to  tiie  particular  object  of  research.     On  one  of  the  first  matliematicians  of  his  tin>e ;  jh 

4he  other  hand,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  the  Honourable  Robert  Boyle,  who  iniprvostf  tbii 

that  there  are  many  facts  and  circumstances  valuable  instrument,  was  one  of  tho  most  iltw 

which  have  passed  under  the  inq>ection  of  un-  trious  philosophers  of  the  age  and  country  ii 

tutored  minds,  which,  had  they  come  within  the  which  he  lived.— Mr.  Ferguson,  the  invenler  d 

rangeof  men  of  science,  would  have  led  to  many  several  orreries,  the  astronomiaal  roCula,  Al 

«iaenil  inventions  which  are  yet  hid  in  the  womb  eclipsarian,  the  mechanical  paradoa,  and  t/ikm 

of  iiiturity,  and  which  will  reward  the  industry  astronomical  machinery,  had,  from  hie  nirliii 

ef  more  enlightened  generations.    The  inven-  years,  devoted  the  greatest  part  of  his  time  M 

tioas  to  which  we  have  now  adverted,  and  many  the  study  of  mechanics,  and  the  phyeicaJ  tai 

ethers,  where  chance  suggested  the  first  rude  mathematical   sciences  with  which  it  is  eo^ 

hints,  would,  in  all  probability,  have  lain  forages  nected,as  appears  from  the  numerous  popohl 

in  obscurity,  without  any  real  utility  to  mankind,  works  which   he  published  on  these  auljecli 

had  not  the  genius  of  science  seized  upon  them,  which  are  still  in  extensive  circulation^— Hi 

viewed  them  in  all  their  bearings,  and  traced  late  Mr.  Ark wright,  the  inventor  of  the 

■them  to  all  their  legitimate  consequences  and  re-  jeimietf  devoted  many  years  to  the  study  ef 

suhs.     Had  the  telescoue,  the  steam  engine,  chanics  and  to  the  improvement  of  his 

and  tho  mariner's  compass,  in  their  first  embryo  tion,  till  -he  was  perfectly  coaveraaBt  m  «mf 

state,  remained  solely  in  the  hands  of  ignorant  thing  that  relates  to  the  constmctian  of  m^ 

empirics,  they  might  have  been  reserved  merely  chinery.    This  admirable  invention,  by  whkk  i 

as  play*thing8  for  the  purp«ise  of  vulgar  amus»-  pound  of  the  liuest  cotton  has  been  spun  by  H^ 

■lent,  or  exhibited  by  cunning  impostors  to  aid  chinery  into  a  yam  extending  more  than  111 

their  deceptions,  or  to  produce  a  belief  of  their  miles,  was  not  the  result  of  chance,  but  of  ihi 

supernatural  powers.     But  science  natched  most  unwearied  study  and  attention  in  regard  Ii 

them  from  the  hands  of  tho  ignorant  and  the  de-  every  circumstance  which  had  a  bearing  on  dM 

signing,  and  having  added  the  requisite  improve-  object  of  his  pursuit :  and  as  he  had  not  oi* 

ments,  bequeathed  them  to    mankind  jlb  the  ginally  received  any  thing  like  a  regular  sckn 

means  of  future  advancement  in  the  paths  of  tific  cKlucation,  his  acquirements  were  the  resik 

■knowledge,  and  in  the  practice  of  the  arts.  of  his   own   application  and  industry .—-*'  Tie 

It  may  be  hud  down  as  a  kind  of  axiom,  to  new  process  of  refining  sugar,  by  whidi  nart 

which  fi)w  exceptions  will  occur,  that  great  die-  money  has  been  made  in  a  shorter  time,  and  with 

coveries  in  science  and  i^^)rovements  in  art  are  Uiva  risk  and  trouble,  than  was  ever  perfaspi 

-never  to  be  expected  but  as  the  result  of  know-  gained  from  an  invejition,  was  discovervil  by  SB 

ledge  combing  with  unwearied  investigation,  accomplished  chymist,  E.Howojti,  brother  tf 

This  axiom  might  be  illustrated,  were  it  neces-  the  Duke  of  Norfolk,  and  was  the  fhnt  of  a  ka% 

sary,  from  what  we  know  of  the  past  history  of  course  of  experiments,  in  the  piogsess  of  irind^ 

our  most  useful  inventions.     Tho  celebrated  M.  known  philosophical  principles  were 

Huygens,  who  first  discovered  the  means  of  ren-  implied,  and  one  or  two  new  principles 

dering  clocks  exact  by  applying  the  pendubun,  tained.'* 

and  rendering  all  its  vibrations  equal  by  the  cy-  There  are  few  inventions  of  modem  daM 

one  of  the  first  mathematicians  and  that  have  been  more  directly  the  result  cfpliN 

I  ef  his  age.    He  had  long  kept  the  losopbical  knowledge  and  experiment,  than  ihi 
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■p,  inrentbil  bj  that  accompluhed  chy- 
i  Imte  Sir  Humphrey  Davy.  He  initi- 
■riet  of  philosophical  experiments,  with 
«t  purpoM  ofcofntnicting,  if  possible, 
f  whirh  the  miner  mif^ht  walk  tlirough 
'fir^^lamp  in  his  subterraneous  apart- 
thaat  danger  of  an  explosion ;  and  tlic 
rilh'  which  his  investi:;atii>n:i  wore  at- 
id  to  one  of  the  m  Mt  beautiful  and  use^ 
tioBS  which  distinguish  the  period  in 

Urn.*  Had  this  in^nious  philoso- 
I  ignorant  of  the  nature  and  prupvrties  of 
Ged  hydfoipen  gas,  of  the  composition  of 
ric  air,  of  the  nature  ofcombustion,  and 
nral  principles  of  chymical  science, 

never  have  hit  upon  the  construction 
onraMe  instrument,  and  the  useful  mi- 
I  still  have  been  left  to  grapple  with  his 
enemy  (the  fire-damp)  without  any 
Lping  from* its  destructive  agency. f 


tpendiz,  No.  IX. 

oon  than  prolMble,  that  fatal  accidents 
rred  In  coal  mines  where  these  lamps  have 
.  owtne  to  the  Unorance  and  Inattention 
^ those  artiste  who  have  been  emplojed  in 
le  irirr-4«atf0  with  whirh  they  are  sur- 

A  friend  of  aiine,  who  performed  a  great 
eiperlmeots  with  this  Initnuncnt,  with 
iMnailon  of  explosive  ipis.  Informed  mc, 
a  lamp  surrounded  with  wire-i{auze,  ma- 
1  hr  an  artist  m  a  town  in  the  north  of 
ind  vho  tupplUd  it  for  the  itre  of  the  mU 
exploalon  uniformly  took  place  when  the 
It  was  placed  m  a  body  of  Inflarumablo 
losperteil  that  tho  aporturcd  in  tiic  wire- 
re  too  larce.  and  rcmon«tr.itcil  with  the 
tls  wruil  of  accuracy ;  and  it  was  not  be- 
ocurol  jrauu  with  smaller  apcrturcn  that 
ment*  siirreelcil ;  and  they  were  atti'ivleil 
ilete  !ini;rcsi'  In  every  future  cxi>tTlmenr 
aoxe  was  eliam;^.  Ho  svti.\\\  wait  the  tiif- 
\  the  contexture  of  the  t  wu  pico;:*  of  the 
1,  to  a  common  eye,  it  was  Kc.irccly  per- 
il Is  found  \xy  cxi-^rlmenr.  that  the  a|N.T- 
le  fauze  shoulii  not  eACvol  oiif'  twf;i)tleth 
ti  square,  and  that  wirt^  fnim  one  fortieth 
lleth  of  an  iurh  dtainctor,  is  the  most  ron- 
Bul  tlte  artist  alludi-d  to.  known  how  to 
xperimcnts  with  ihi-iinstriiiu*;iit,  and  trletl 
I  of  his  eaiizc  Nifort!  he  .■(oltl  it  fur  tli<^  pur 
nded,  stich  seriouK  Munders  would  not 
a  committed.  Who  know4  but  the  dcfl- 
the  Kauxc  aliuiletl  to  miKlU  have  l)t.>oii  tlw 
:he  destruction  of  8«:v^ril  lives  in  the  pits 
fas  u:«-l !  for  It  Is  a  rert.-uu  f:ict  that  arcl- 
n  explosions  arc  orca^ionally  r(H*urrinf;. 
iiinei  where  these  lamps  arc  ^uerally  In 
toe  the  necessity  of  chj'mical  knowledge 
ticn  CO  scientific  arciirary  in  those  who  are 
facturers  of  Instruments  of  this  dcscrip- 
the  accurate  conittruction  of  which  the 
romfiirtji  of  a  useful  hoily  of  the  commu- 
depisnd.  I  know  not  whether  it  be  rusito- 
lOt  the  safety-lamp  Into  the  hands  of  the 
Ihout  first tryine  its  efflrlency  for  resisting 
I  of  explosive  erases.  If  K  is  not,  it  is  a 
Inf  aikl  dan^rous  oversight;  and  there 
9  question,  that  to  the  ncglort  of  thii  pre- 
re  to  bQ  attributed  many  of  those  t* xplo- 
ch  have  taken  place  in  the  mines  whcro 

has  he<:n  Introiiuced.  Beiiiile.\  Rurh  nc- 
re  a  direct  tenilciicy  to  (lotnict  fnim  the 
this  noble  Invention,  to  prevent  its  unlvcr- 
on,  Mid  to  reniler  uncertain  its  efficiency 
IK  off  destructive  explosions.  But  from 
Its  alluded  to  above,  which  were  pec- 

11 


We  may  fiuther  remark,  that  the  mechanic 
whose  miiul  is  enlightened  with  scientific  know- 
ledge, hat  a  fKudi  greater  ehanet  of  being  irKtm- 
menta!  in  improving  Che  arfi,  thaai  the  mere  cAy- 
miif  or  philotopluT.  While  the  mere  phUosi&> 
pher  is  demonstrating  principles  and  forming 
theories  in  his  closet,  and  sometimes  performing 
experiments,  only  on  a  email  srale,— the  work* 
man,  in  certain  maniilkctories,  has  a  daily  o|>- 
portunity  of  contemplating  chymical  processes 
and  mechanical  operations  on  an  extennve  scale, 
and  of  perceiving  mmiberless  mod iticai ions  and 
contrivances,  which  require  to  be  attended  to, 
of  which  the  mere  scientific  speculator  can  form 
but  a  very  faint  and  inadequate  conception. 
Being  fannliar  with  the  most  minute  details  of 
every  process  ami  operation,  ho  can  perceive 
redundancies  and  defects  imperceptible  to  other 
observers ;  and,  if  ho  has  an  accurate  knowledge 
of  the  general  principles  on  which  his  operations 
depend,  he  must  be  best  qualified  for  suggesting* 
and  contriving  tlie  requisite  impn>vement8.  As 
the  mechanic  is  constantly  handling  the  tools 
and  materials  with  which  new  experiments  and 
improvements  may  be  made,— observing  the  eP 
fects  of  certain  contrivances,  and  of  deviations 
from  estabHshcd  practice — and  witnessing  the 
chymical  and  medianical  actions  of  bodies  on 
each  other-^e  has  more  opportunities  of  obser- 
vation in  these  respects,  and,  consequently,  is 
more  likely  than  any  other  class  of  society  to 
strike  out  a  new  |)ath  which  may  lead  to  some 
useful  invention  in  the  arts,  or  discovery  in  tho 
sciences.*'  But  if  his  mind  is  not  imbued  with 
knciwltftlge,  he  trudges  on,  like  a  miU-4)orBO,  in 
the  same  beaten  track,  and  may  overlook  a  thou- 
sand opf)ortunitips  of  per(()rming  experiments, 
and  a  thousand  circumstances  which  might 
8U|;gest  new  improvements. 

In  short,  in  so  far  as  chance  is  concerned  in 
new  discoveries  and  improvements  in  the  arts, 
the  scientific  mechanic  has  a  hundred  chances 
to  one,  compared  with  tho  ignorant  artificer,  that, 
in  the  course  of  his  operations,  he  shall  hit  upon 
a  new  principle  of  improvement :  his  chances 
of  such  results  are  even  superior  to  those  of  the 
must  profound  philosophers  who  never  engage  in 

formed  with  the  greatest  rare,  axtd  with  every  pos- 
Blhlf  combination  of  explosive  gas,  lutd  frequently 
exhibited  in  private,  ana  before  large  pnblic  audl> 
rnccs— the  efficiency  of  this  lamp  fi)r  resisting  the  ef- 
fects of  flre-tfamp  is  pnt  beyond  the  shadow  of  a 
doutA.  It  is  known  to  tw  the  practice  of  some  ml- 
ners,  occasionally  to  screw  otrthetop  of  their  lamp, 
In  order  to  enjoy  the  benefit  of  more  light  than  what 
shines  through  the  wire-gauze.  Such  a  practice 
ought  to  be  strictly  iirohlbtted,  and  the  Instnmicnt, 
if  possible,  rendcroii  incapable  of  being  opennl  at 
top^a  practice  which  may  probablv  have  been  the 
OQcaslon  of  several  explosions.  If  the  workmen 
in  mines  were  carefully  instructed  in  the  general 
principles  of  chjrmlstry,  and  particalarly  In  the  na- 
ture of  combustion,  explosions,  and  the  qualities  of 
the  different  gases,  they  would  not  dare  to  basard 
such  dangerous  experiments. 

*  See  App«Nndix  Ne.  Z. 
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practical  operttioDii  as  he  is  constantly  in  the  physical  imirerse  shall  be  more  eiteaaifaly  ^ 

way  of  perceiving  what  Li  useless,  defective,  or  plored,  and  the  gates  oTtlie  temple  of  knowle^i 

in  any  way  amiss  in  the  common  methods  of  thrown  open  to  all.     Future  Watts,  DavyaiH 

procedure.     To  use  a  common  expression,  **  ho  Arkwrights  will  doubtless  arise,  with  minds  d 

It  in  tlie  way  of  good  luck,  and  if  he  possesses  more  brillianily  illuminated  with  the  lig|ils  of 

Uie  requisite  information,  he  can  take  the  ad-  science,  and  the  splendid  inventions  of  the  fn* 

vantage  of  it  when  it  comoM  to  him."    And  sentage  befar^urpasi^iuthe"  (Utoremiradii 

should  ho  bo  so  fortunate  as  to  hit  on  a  new  in-  of  mechanic  power,^'  which  will  dislinguidi  Al 

vcnlion,  he  will  probably  enjoy  not  merely  the  ages  which  are  yet  to  come.     But,  in  order  to 

honour  which  is  attached  to  a  new  discovery,  but  this  *'  wished  for  consummation,"  it  is  jndiipM 

also  tlie  i>ecuniary  advantages  which  generally  sably  requisite  that  the  mass  of  mankind  kl 

rcrtdlt  from  it.  aroused  from  their  slumbers,  that  knowledfO  bt 

We  have,  therefore,  every  reason  to  hope,  universally  diffused,  and  tliat  the  light  of  ■dan 

that,  were  scientific  knowledge  imiversally  dif-  shpd  its  influence  on  men  of  every  natioi^  rf 

fused  among  the  w(x-king  classes,  every  departs  every  profession,  and  of  every  rank.    And  H 

ment  of  the  useful  arts  would  proceed  with  a  through  apathy  or  avarice,  or  indulgence  in  ■» 

rapid  progress  to  perfection,  and  new  arts  and  sual  propensities,  wc  refuse  to  lend  our  hel|il| 

inventions,  hitherto  unknown,  bo  introduced  on  hand  to  this  object,  now  that  a  spirit  of  iniivj 

the  theatre  of  tho  world,  to  increase  the  enjoy-  has  gone  abroad  in  the  world— society  may  jtt 

ments  of  domestic  society,  and  to  embellish  the  relapse  into  the  darkness  which  enreloped  (hi 

face  of  nature.    No  possible  limits  can  be  as-  human  mind  during  the  middle  ages,  and  thi 

■icned  to  the  powers  of  genius,  to  the  resources  noble  inventi<Mis  of  the  post  and  present  a{C, 

or  science,  to  the  improvement  of  machinery,  to  hke  the  stately  monmnents  of  Grecian  and  R^ 

the  aids  to  be  derived  from  chymical  researches,  man  art,  be  lost  amidst  the  mists  of  ignotuMi 

and  to  the  skill  and  industry  of  mechanics  and  or  blended  with  the  niins  of  empires, 
labourers  when  guided  by  the  light  which  scien- 
tific discoveries  have  (tiffused   around   them.        III.  The  knowledge  and  mental  actifitj 

Almost  every  new  discovery  in  nature  lays  the  nected  with  the  improvement  of  the  arts, 

foundation  of  a  new  art ;  suki  since  the  recent  promote  Ike  external  comfortt  of  metikind,  ft* 

discoveries  of  chymbtry  lead  to  the  conviction,  tie%darly  of  the  lauxr  order*  oftocicty, 
that  the  propertiea  and  pomerg  of  material  tub-  .      Since  the  poriod  when  Uie  arts  began  to  he 

ttanee*  are  otUy  beginning  to  be  diaooverod — the  improved,  and  a  spirit  of  inquir}'  after  ksof«Hed|» 

resources  of  art  must,  in  some  measure,  keep  was  excited  among  the  middling  and  louver <l^ 

pace  with  our  knowledge  of  the  powers  erf*  na-  ders,  many  comforts  and  convenicncies  hlft 

turo.    It  is  by  seizing  on  these  powers,  and  been  introduced,  and  a  new  lustre  aj^ean  on  thi 

eD^>loying  them  in  subserviency  to  his  designs,  face  of  general  society.    In  many  placet  the  ■•• 

that  man  has  been  enabled  to  perform  operations  pect  of  th«  country  has  been  entirely  chufsd; 

which  the  whole  united  force  of  mere  animal  the  low  thatched  cottage  of  the  farmer  has  trMi 

strength  could  never  have  accomplished.  Steam,  into  a  stately  mansion,  tlie  noisome  dnBgM 

galvanism,  the  atmospheric  pressure,  oxygen,  which  stood  within  two  yards  of  his  door,  ml 

hydrogen,  and  other  natural  agents,  formerly  been  thrown  into  a  spacious  court  at  a  dislaiM 

unnoticed  or  unknown,  have  been  called  into  from  his  dwelling,  and  his  c^ces  display  a  iMNrt- 

action  by  the  genius  of  science ;  and,  in  the  ncss  and  elegance  which  seem  to  vie  with  tboN 

form  of  steam-boats  and  carriages.  Voltaic  bat-  of  tho  proprietor  of  the  soil.     The  ^oony  w* 

terics,  gasometers  and  air-balloons,  have  gene-  rish  church  with  its  narrow  aisle  and  toClerB| 

rated  forces,  effected  decompositions,  diffused  belfrey,  has  been  transformed  into  a  wAkt  li^ 

the  most  brilliant  illuminations,  and  produced  a  some  edifice,  and  adorned  with  a  stately  spfaa 

celerity  of  motion  both  on  sea  and  land  which  towering  above  all  sturounding  objects ;  and  dn 

have  astonished  even  the  phikwophical  world,  villageuchool,  within  whose  narrow  walla  a  hoD* 

and  which  former  generations  woi;dd  have  been  dred  little  urchins  were  crowded,  like  sheep  id  t 

disposed  to  ascribe  to  the  agencies  of  infernal  fold,  has  now  expanded  into  a  apadous  hal. 

demons.    And  who  shall  dare  to  set  boundaries  Narrow  dirty  paths  have  been  improved,  roadi 

to  the  range  of  scientific  discoverj— or  to  say,  formed  (m  spacious  plana,  canab  and  raflwiji 

that  principles  and  powers  of  a  still  more  woo-  constructed,  streets  enlarged,  waste  lands  en- 

derful  and  energetic  nature,  shaU  not  be  disco-  tivated,  marshes  drained,  and  the  interior  cf 

▼ered  in  the  system  of  nature,  calculated  to  houses  decorated  and  rendered  more  comfiirtallB 

peifbim  achierements  still  more  striking  and  and  commodious.     In  districts  where  nodni| 

magnificent?    Much  has,  of  late  years,  been  formerly  appeared  but  a  dreary  waste,  priii* 

performed  by  the  ^plication  and  combination  fields  have  been  established,  cotton  miUs,  foifr 

cf  chymical  and  mechanical  powers,  but  much  derics,  and  other  manufactories  erected,  tiDum 

more,  we   nay   confidendy   e]q>ect,   will  be  reared,  and  the  noise  of  madiinery,  the  tdni| 

acMcrved  in  geaanliaBa  yet  to  come,  when  the  of  beUii  the  loimd  of  hammers,  the  hoB  of  rtib 


mmamMi^  goscport  conhscted  wiih  bciskox.  89 


hat  of  !■■■■  voisM  and  of  oeueteM  afll^ira.  Now,  tlio  hibte  of  appBcatioii  friiich 
mm'Ufnmfy  tfw  Mone  whero  nathtnf  tho  tcquuitiQii  of  lroo«flodfo  WKmmrlj  pro- 
lirijf  hoard  bat  dto  poiIng  otaream  or  the  ducev,  would  tmUnnMj  bo  curiod  mto  tbo  ta- 
■lae  tonpooc  InooMamportaoftho  rioufdopartinoDtiofldboarpoeiiliarto  thoirita- 
■Inn  Ibo  pMraiig  of  a  chariot  w«o  a  tioiN,aiid  prerent  that  hiiiiiin  and  inattnition 
phHHHMDoa,  BniU  aad  fta^^eoaehes  which  fai  too  oomnoa  aHHii|tbowoiUBfefauNis, 
i^trafottanof  aUdoocr^mu,  withm  and  wfaidli  boI  uiifiw|UOMtty  load  to  po«o>1j  and 
■i^'nairfalowoadiothflr  in  rapid  ido-  disgraoo.  Thoir  kaowMgo  of  the  natoro  of 
Miiiiiin  Ifaair  paooungwri  wHh  uniii-  he^  oooibiirtkNi,  atmoipherie  air,  and  oonbi»> 
ttipidity,  aad  at  one-half  the'oxpoMo  tSdo  mbotaDooj,  woold  lead  them  to  a  praper 
hfiod,  BffOA  on  the  inlaiidl  fadce,  ocepoay  hi  the  nee  of  fiiel ;  and  their  aoqiiaiiit« 
■— Ij'  a  inaB  ■Inff'was  formerly  ■een,  anea  with  the  trulhe  of  dmnistrj,  on  wfakh  th« 
i«rii  ate  mom  beheld  awoeping  alooi;  in  ^  aft  of  a  ratiomi  eookofy  m  fiMnded,  woold  lead 
fllfla,  aad  landiag  fcehioiiabie  partiea,  thenito  aneeeaoiineBl^rMliee  •atkejw^^peniiieii 
Innea,  aad  philooophen,  to  enliven  the  ofmetmi»t  and  teach  Itai  to  extract  fron  every 
iriaty  the  baattwiM  mooatain,  and  the  MriMtaaeo  all  ila  uulritfcm  qoalttiae,  aad  to  im- 
I  ^aa.  part  a  proper  rellrii  lo  every  diih  they  prepa/o : 

,  hawever, »  atitt  wantiaf  to  eonplete    for  want  of  whkfa  knowledge  and  attentioo,  die 
yBMOta  of  the  lower  raaki  of  eodety.    natoral  oobalaneeo  inleaded  fbr  the  ■artoBanoe 
MBriry,  aaaay  of  tlieai  ihra  ia  the  nnet    of  man  will  not  go  half  dwir  length  hi  the  haaaa 
Ihovria,  open  to  tile  wad  aad  ram,  widi-    ofaome  aalhej  do  imder  the  jodieioaa  manage- 
MKte apaitmeat to whkh  an individBal    moBt of  olheri.    Their knowMge  oftheotmc- 
tajfcrany  mental  eMrciae;  faiieiwu,a    tnreand  Ifanctione  of  tbeaBhBaI'efitem,of  the 
aSIf  11  freqaendy  crowded  into  aainale    regimen  which  oogtrt  to  be  attended  to  hi  order 
■fc  in  a  aaiTOW  hum,aBrro«ided  with    to  heakh  and  vigour,  of  tiiecanaee  which  pndnee 
■eakwe  eahalatiqwi,  and  wiiere  the  light    obetroeted  penpiratioa,  of  the  meani  by  wUdi 
»BBaroely  visible.    In  anoh  habitatioas,    peitHenrial  elihivia  and  infectioiia  dieeaaea  ai^ 
ha  Utefajen,  parioor,  and  bed«loeet  are    propagated,  and  of  the  diaaateri  to  whfah  die  ho- 
priaed  in  one  narrow  apartment,  it  hi    man  frame  ii  liaMe  in  certain  sitnationa,  tBoald 
mpMaiUelbr  a  man  to  improve  hia  mind    tnd  to  pment  eMtny  ^rtae>  iHaiatM  mdjidd 
hm  or  redaction,  amidst  the  gloom  of    eouMiate  to  which  ignorance  and  inattention  have 
,  l£a  Hiiie  of  duldren,  awl  the  prepare-    exposed  eo  many  of  oar  ftOow-men.    For  want 
rtalnala,  ei^  althoogh  he-f«lt  an  ardent    of  attending  to  such  precantiono  in  theae  re 
Br  fatetfeetoai  enjoyment.    Hence  the     apecta,  as  knowledge  wotdd  have  soggested, 
Into  which  such  persons  are  expoeed  to    thousands  of  frmfliea  have  been  pkngBd  into 
jqyment  in  wandering  through  the  atreeta,    wretchedneas  and  rain,  which  aU  their  fnlnre 
mifaig  the  ale-houas,  or  in  kMOf^ng  at     exertioab  were  inadeqcate  to  remove.    As  the 
as  mental  inactivity.    In  order  that    aon  of  Sbadi  has  weQ  obeerred,  **  Better  is  the 
aaay  be  atimalated  to  die  cultivation    poor  beii^  sound  and  strong  m  eonstitntion,  than 
'  powors,  he  m*i8t  be  furnished  with     a  rich  man  that  is  afflicted  in  his  body.    HeaUi 
omBStii!  canveniencies  requisite  for  at-     and  good  estate  of  body  are  above  aU  gold;  there 
Adaobjoet.  He  must  be  paid  such  wai^     are  no  riches  above  a  aoond  body,  and  no  joy 
i  aaaMe  lum  to  fMrocure  such  conveni-    above  the  joy  of  die  heart." 
and  the  meansof  instmctkn,  otherwise        As  slovenUnees  and  fihh  are  generally  the 
A  thing  to  an  OHolt  to  exhort  him  to  pro-    charaeteristies  of  ignorance  and  vulgarity,  so  an 
dba  padi  of  seienee.    T^  bmg  htmn  of    attention  to  elMHifinast  is  one  of  the  dbtinguishing 
and  As  paftry  nmmurutian  wkkh  tkn  to-     featoree  of  cnkivated  minds.     Gleaafinees  is 
mmanirq/'oirspiaatii^^euUtand     oondncife  to  health  and  virtuous  activity,  but  nn- 
ao  long  aa  such  domestic     deaahneaa  is  prefodicial  to  both.    Keeping  the 
avaricious  praqticee  continue,  firm    body  dean  is  of  great  importance,  sinee  more 
mdabU  barrur  to  At  gmunl  diffiaim    than  the  one  half  of  what  we  eat  aad  drndi  is 
wUig;  evacuated  by  perafdration,  and  if  the  ridn  is  not 

ware  dm  miiids  of  die  bwer  orders  im-  kept  dean  the  poree  are  stopped,  aad  perspira- 
Ifea  certam  portion  of  uaefol  science,  and  tion  oonaeqnenAiy  prevented,  to  dw  great  fatjory 
y  poasess  such  a  competency  as  every  of  heaUh.  It  is  highly  necessary  to  the  health 
being  ooght  to  enjoy,  diev  knowledge  and  cheeridneaa  of  chiklren;  for  where  it  is 
haa  them  to  habits  of  diHgmet  and  see-  negleoted,  they  grow  pale,  meagre,  aad  aqualid, 
la  sBoet  instanees  it  will  be  found,  that  and  subject  to  several  loatfaaome  aad  trooble- 
Iba  ia  die  fioitful  aouree  of  inddenoe,  aome  dlaaaaaa.  Waahbg  die  haada,  &ce, 
Mdettrayagaace,  and  that  abject  poverty  month,  aad  loot,  and  oecaaiftnally  the  whole 
of  aaraalof  disCTfaninationaadpro-  body,  condncee  to  heaMi,  atrength,  aad  eaae, 
jnthemaaageaiantof  donmetic    and  tendi  to  prevent  eoida,  ihsamitlwM,  cmapa, 
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the  palsy,  the  itch,  tlie  tooth-«che,  and  many  pools  of  stagnant  water  scattered  in  ereryiBiM*- 

other  maladies.   Attention  to  cleanliness  oTbody  tion,  iwith  scarcely  tlie  vestige  of  a  pathway  Mr 

would  also  lead  to  cleanliness   in    regard    to  guide  the  steps  of  the  passenger.     In  winter,  tkr 

clothes,  victuals,  apartments,  b^is  and  furniture,  traveller,  in  passing  along,  is  bespattered  widr 

A  knowledge  of  the  nature  of  the  raephitic  gases,  mire  and  dirt,  and  in  summer,  he  can  only  drag 

of  the  necessity  of  pure  atmospheric  air  to  health  heavily  on,  while  his  (bet  at  every  step  sink  ioift 

aud  vigour,  and  of  the  means  by  which  infection  soft  and  [tarched  sand.  Now,  such  is  the  apathy 

i-f  produced  and  communicated,  would  lead  per-  and  indkfcrence  that  prevail  among  many  viUi^ 

sons  to  see  the  propriety  of  frequently  opening  gers  as  to  improvement  in  these  respects,  thai 

doors  and  windows  to  dissipate  corrupted  air,  although  the  contribution  of  a  single  shillhig  or* 

and  to  admit  the  refreshing  breeze,  of  sweeping  of  half  a  day's  labour  might,  in  some  instances,* 

cobwebs  from  tlie  corners  and  ceiling  of  the  accomplish  the    requisite  ^  improvements,   ikxf 

room,  and  of  removing  dust,  straw,  or  filth  of  any  ^vill  stand  aloof  from  such  operaiiom  with  a> 

kind  which  b  offensive  to  the  smel^  and  in  which  sullen  obstinacy,  and  even  glory  in  being  te' 

infection  might  be  deposited.   By  such  attention,  means  of  pre ventmg  them.     Nay,  such  ia  the 

fevers  and  other  malignant  disorders  might  be  selfishness  of  many  individuals,  that  they  w9 

prevented,  vigour,  health,  and  serenity  promoted,  not  remove  nuisances  even  from  the  front  oT 

and  the  whole  dwelling  and  its  inmates  present  their  own  dwellings,  because  it  might  at  tibat 

an  air  of  cheerfulness  and  comfort,  uid  bocome  same  time  promote  the  convenience  of  the  pubKe 

the  seat  of  domestic  felicity.  at  large.  In  large  tovnui,  likewise,  many  wutow 

Again,  scientific  knowledge  would  display  it-  lanes  are  rendered  filthy,  gloomy,  and  unwiMile 

self  among  the  lower  orders,  in  the  tasteful  de-  some  by  the  avarice  of  landlords,  and  the  obiCio 

ewratkmM  of  thmr  houtet  and  garden  plot$»    The  nate  aiKl  boorish  maimers  of  their  tenants,  aid 

study  of  botany  and  horticulture  would  teach  improvements  prevented  which  wocdd  tend  t» 

them  to  select  the  most  beautiful  flowers,  shrubs,  the  health  and  comibrt  of  the  inhabitanta.    Bat 

and  evergreens ;    to  arrange  their  plots  with  as  knowledge  tends  to  liberalise  the  mind,  tn 

neatness   and    taste,    and    to   improve    their  subdue  the  principle  of  selfishness,  and  to  pto^ 

kitchen-garden  to  the  best  advantage,  so  as  to  duee  a  relish  for  cleanliness  and  com&rf,  whm 

render  it  productive  for  the  pleasure  and  suste-  it  is  more  generally  diffused,  we  may  expect  lint 

nance  of  their  families.    A  genius  for  mocha-  such  improvements  as  those  to  which  I  aRnds 

nicai  operations  which  almost  every  person  may  will  be  carried  forward  with  spirit  and  alacri^, 

acquire,  would  lead  them  to  invent  a  variety  of  There  would  not  be  the  smallest  difficulty  in  ae» 

decorations,  and  to  devise  many  contrivances  for  complishing  every  object  of  this  kind,  and  e?«rf 

the  purpose  of  conveniency,  and  for  keeping  other  improvement  conducive  to  the  |dearart 

every  thing  in  its  proper  place  and  order — which  and  comfort  of  the  social  state,  provided  die  ■&« 

never  enter  into  the  conceptions  of  rude  and  jority  of  a  community  were  cheerfully  to  oont 

vulgar  minds.      Wore  such  dispositions    and  forward  with  thoir  assistance  and  contribatiOBi^ 

mental  activity  generally  prevalent,  the  circum-  however  small,  and  to  act  with  concord  andlitP* 

stances  which  lead  to  poverty,  beggary,  and  mony.     A  whole  community  or  nation  acting  li 

dnmkenness,  would  be  in  a  great  measure  re-  unison,  and  every  one  contributing  according  tQ 

moved,  and  home  would  always  be  resorted  to  as  his  ability,  would  accomplish  wojiujers  in  Twa,- 

a  phce  of  comfort  and  enjoyment.  tion  to  the  improvement  of  towns,  villages,  and 

Again  the  study  of  science  and  art  would  in-  hamlets,  and  gf  every  thing  that  regards  dM 

dine  the  lower  classes  to  enter  inCo  the  epuit  of  comfort  of  civil  and  domestic  society. 

every  new  improvement,  and  to  give  their  aetiMt'  In  short,  wore  knowledge  generally  diffused, 

ones  in  carrying  itfarvoard.     The  want  of  taste  and  art  uniformly  directed  by  the  principles  of 

and  of  mental  activity,  and  the  spirit  of  selfish-  science,  new  and  interesting  plans  would  be 

ness  which  at  present  prevails  among  the  moss  formed,   new  improvements  set  on  foot,  new 

of  mankind,  prevent  the  accomplishment  of  a  comforts  enjoyed,  and  a  new  lustre  would  ap« 

variety  of  schemes  which  might  tend  to  promote  pear  on  the  fiice  of  nature,  and  on  the  state  of 

the  conveniences  andconiforts  of  general  society,  general  society.    Numerous  conveniencies,  de. 

For  example ;  many  of  our  villages  which  might  corations,  and  useful  establishments  never  j*t 

otherwise  present  the  appearance  of  neatness  attempted,  would  soon  be  realized.    Houses  on 

and  comfort,  are  almost  impassable,  especially  neat  and  commodious  plans,  in  airy  situations^ 

in  the  winter  season,  and  during  rainy  weather,  and  furnished  with  every  requisite  acconunodap 

on  account  of  the  badness  of  roads  and  the  wont  tion,  would  be  roared  for  the  use  of  the  peasant 

of  foot-paths.    At  almost  every  step  you  en-  and  mechanic ;  schools  on  spacious  plans  for 

counter  a  pool,  a  heap  of  rubbish,  or  a  dunghill,  the  promotion  of  useful  knowledge  would  be 

and  in  many  jriaces  feel  as  if  you  were  vraDnng  erected  in  every  village  and  hainlet,  and  inefwj 

in  a  quagmire.    Id  some  vUlages,  <^eninse  quarter  of  a  city  where  they  were  found  nam* 

wefl  planned,  the  streets  present  a  grotesque  dient;  asylums  would  be  built  for  the  reoepQan 

appttnnce  of  stndy  hiUodai  and  mooads,  and  of  the  fiiendleM  poor,  whether  joong  or  old| 
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««lalilMhadferiqpplfiaf«Bpbf.  groater  niabtr  oC  |Mgui  Mtiooi,  flw  inotC  d^ 

tf  efauM  of  kboorera  aad  vtHus,  stinl  and  groveOing  notioai  an  eatartaiaed  ra- 

fooHM  pceparad,  Ibrniihad  with  re-  cpecling  tlM  SoprtOM  IntoUigQaea,  aad  tba 

mtu,  to  wbich  they  ought  raaort  for  aauva  of  chat  anorifaip  which  hk  perfeetioaida> 

t  ia.  acioaca.    Iftoadi  wooid  be  cut  iBand.    The/ have  bnaed  the  laoet  feoliih  aad 

iMtdirectioBa,d|renified  with  rural  degradiag  ropreMotatioai  of  thb  angoit  Beiag, 

hadge-rowa,  and  shady  bowers, —  and  hare '(ehaagad  the  glory  of  thaioeomiplible 

raad  and  mKKh,  would  aooompaoy  God  into  aa  image  awda  Hhe  to  corrupCibUi 

i   their  wiadiage,   and  gaa-hunps,  man,  aad  to  *lbur4boled  heaf  and  ereepiog 

any  halikule'e  distance,  woaU  va-  things."    Temples  have  been  erected  and  fiUed 

■nl  aeena  and  cheer  the  shades  of  with  adols  the  amot  hideons  and  obeceae ;  bulls 

law  ianea  in  cities  would  be  either  aad  croeodiiea,  dogs  and  serpents,  gnats  and 

hoar  houses  demolished;  streets  on  lions  have  beea  eshihitad  to  adnssbrate  the 

■paekcw  plans  woul'J  be  built,  the  diaracter  of  tim  Ruler  of  die  universe.    The 

ram  rmjciaos  coasuoMd,  nuisances  roost  cmdaad  nahaUowed  ritea  have  been  per- 

i  clesnlinsas  and  coodbrt  attended  formed  to  ptocore  his  (bvow,  and  human  vio- 

anangiwrnnt.    Cheerfofaiess   aad  time  aacrifiaed  to  appesaa  hir  indimrion.    AU 

4  mfmrfwb»i9  prevail,  aad  the  idler,  sach  groveOing  eonoBptionB  aad  vile  aboauna> 

,  aad  the  beggar  would  disappear  tions  hava  diair  origm  in  the  darkaeas  which 

>  Attthese  ogeratioasand  improve-  overqireads  dm  hwasa uaderstanding,  and  the 

■aaireds  man,  could  easily  be  aa-  depraved  pasrions  which  ignoraaoa  has  a  te»> 

aaca  the  minds  of  the  groat  body  of  deiioy  to  prodnoa.    Kvaa  ia  these  eooatriea 

itylt«rmy%ga<igitoasdaarfaMra-  where  Bevatation  sheds  ita  iaftssooa,  aad  the 

■yindtvidualjvrhetber  rich  or  poor,  imowisdga  of  the  trua-Qod  is  pwwanlyiad,  hew 

tod  to  bring  them  into  efiact,  would  meaa  aad  ouairatlsd^tra  the  ccnoeptioas  which 

■  the  general  enjoymeat.  And  what  the  great  buOtaf  the  popolatioB  eatertaia  of  the 

L picture  would  bo  presented  lo  attnbutea  of  that  innnainrshwwihla  Being  whoaa 

Btmmdyta  beheld  the  great  body  pretsaee  peifadsa  thaimamasi^  of  spaea,  who 

raised  from  a  state  of  moral  and  *'  metes  out  tho  heaveaa  with  a  apaa,"  and  on- 

relation  to  the  dignity  of  their  r»-  perintends  the  sfidrs  of  tea  thoawad  worlds! 

Mt  and, to  the  eqjoyment  of  the  The  views  wlnoh  auay  have  aequired  of  the 

wir  Creator  !—<o  behold  the  country  perfections  of  the  Deity,  donot  rise  much  hkher 

ith  the  neat  and  cleanly  dwellings  than  thoaa  which  wa  ought  to  entertain  or  the 

itrious  labourer,— the  rural  scene,  powers  of  aa  archangsl»  or  of  one  of  the  sar»* 

ly^adomed  with  seminaries,  manu-  phim ;  and  acam  have  beea  known,  even  ia  our 

i^bans,  stately  edifices,  gardens,  own  country,  adioae  cooeeptians  havabeso  so 

and  romantic  bowers,  and,  during  al^ect  and  graiteBing,aa  ta-rapreaaat  to  theift> 

ii|^  in  all  directioBs  with  varie-  selves  **  the  King  eternal,  iauaortaly  aad  invisi- 

^forming  a  counterpart,  as  it  were,  ble,**  under  the  idea  of  a  **  venarabia  old  man.** 

whieh-adom  the  canopy  of  heaven !  Even  the  oMire  iatelfigeat  class  of  the  eonunn- 

ly  a  few  specimens  of  the  improve-  nity  fall  far  short  of  the  ideta  they  ought  to  form 

.artjdirected  by  science  and  mora-  ofUie  Ood  of  heaven,  owing  to  me  limited 

imiy  accomplish.  views  they  have  been  aocnstomed  to  take  of  the 

displays  of  his  wisdom  aad  beaevolsasa,  and 

■■  the  boundless  range  of  Us  opeimdsns. 

We  can  aoquiro  a  knowlsdge  af  the  Daity^ 

SECTION  VI.  only  by  the  visible  efibcts  be  has  prodaeed,  or 

the  eafanurf  maa(/hiarifias  be  baa  givea  of  Um- 

LvajvcB  OF  KjrawLSDox  u  FBO-  self  to  his  creatures;  *for  the  J3m»  Esseoea 

urLAEOBO  coacBPTioas  OP  THX  must  remain  for  aver  iasnutsWn  to  ibita  nuada. 

KB  AVID  PBaracTioas  op  thb  These  maaifsstations  are  made  in  the  Bevda* 

tions  contaiaed  m  the  Bible,  end  4n  the  acaaa  of 

the  material'  uaiverse  around  us.    Ths  moral 

forks  of  Gkid  speak  of  their  Author,  perfections  of  Qod,  such  as  his  justice,  mercy, 

Bmphatic  language,  and  declare  the  and  faithfidness,  are  more  partindarly  dsoaa- 

perfectioos  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  ated  in  his  vrord ;  for,  of  these  tha  system  of 

But,  although  "  there  ia  no  speech  nature  can  aflbrd  us  only  sotae  sK^  hiats  and 

I**  where  the  voice  of  Deity  is  not  oboeure  intimsfinas.     His  natural   attribntas, 

{TOSS  are  the  conceptions  generally  such  as  his  iauaenmty,  onmipoteace,  wiidoni, 

of  the  character  of  Him  "  in  whom  sad  goodness,  are  chidSy  displayed  in  the  works 

Kwe,"  and  by  whose  superintending  of  creation ;  and  to  this  source  of  information 

Bavants  are  directed!    Amougthe  theinspirod  wdtsn  oaiform'y  direct  our  attaa- 
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tioo,  in  order  that  we  nuiy  acquire  the  moet  declare,  that  as  "  the  wcN'ka  of  JfAktank  IM 

ample  and  impressive  views  of  the  grandeur  of  greai,**  they  must  be  "  acught<mtf"  or  thormi|jhly 

the  Divinity,  and  the  magnificence  of  his  ope-  investigated,  "  by  all  those  who  have  piesHM 

rations.    "  Lifl  up  youreyes  on  high  and  behdd !  therein ;"  and  a  threatening  is  denounced  agUHt 

who  hath  created  these  or'os  ?  who  bringeth  forth  every  one  who  "disregards  the  worics  of  dM 

their  host  by  number?     The  everlasting  God  Lord,"  and  "negjiects  to  commdet  the  openliaM 

thn  Lord,  by  the  greatness  c^his  might,  for  that  of  his  hand.'* 

he  is  strong  in  power.    He  measureth  the  ocean         Such  declarations  evidently  imply,  that  we 

in  tlto  hollow  of  his  hand,  he  coniprehendii  the  ought  to  make  the  visible  works  of  God  the  sdi- 

dust  of  the  earth  in  a  measure,  he  wcighcth  the  ject  of  our  serious  study  and  investigatiofii  iMi 

mountains  in  scaler,  and  hath  stretched  out  the  exercise  the  rational  powers  he  has  given  ut  ftr 

heavens  by  his  understanding.    All  nations  be-  this  purpose ;  otherwise  we  cannot  ezpeei  ts 

fore  him  are  as  the  drop  of  a  bucket,  and  are  derive  from  them  a  true  and  fiuthful  ezhibitioBflf 

counted  to  him  less  than  noUiing,  and  vanity,  his  character  and  purposes.     For,  as  the  da* 

Thine,  O  Lord,  is  the  greamess,  and  tlie  giory,  ractcr  of  God  is  impressed  upon  his  works,  dNtf 

and  the  nuyosty,  for  all  that  is  in  heaven  and  character  cannot  be  distinctly  traced  unlen  Umw 

earth  is  thine."    The  pointed  interrogatories  works  be  viewed  in  their  tnu  lighi  and  actvl 

prq>o8ed  to  Job,*  and  the  numerous  cxhorta-  relations — not  as  they  may  appear  to  a  rode  ai 

tions  in  reference  to  this  subject,  contained  in  inattentive  spectator,  but  as  they  are  afUM^f 

the  book  of  Psalms  and  other  parts  of  Scripture,  found  to  exist,  when  thoroughly  examined  bjttit 

plainly  evince,  that  the  character  of  God  is  to  light  ofscience  and  of  revelation.     ForexUDfilt, 

be  eontemplated  through  the  medium  of  his  visi-  a  person  unaccustomed  to  investigate  the  i 

ble  works.    In  order  to  acquire  a  just  and  com-  of  nature  imagines  that  the  earth  is  Kjtmd  i 

prehensive  conception    of  the  perfections  of  of  land  and  v\*ater  in  the  midst  of  crealioii. 

Deity,  we  must  contemplate  his  character  as  one  cS  the  largest  bodies  in  nature,  and, 

displayed  both  in  the  system  of  Revelation  and  quently,  that  the  stm,  moon,  and  stars,  and  iha 

in  the  lystem  of  nature,  otherwise  we  can  ac-  whole  material  universe  revolvjB  around  it  ertiy 

quire  only  a  partial  and  distorted  view  of  the  twenty-four  hours.    Such  a  oonceptiao  of  tm 

attributes  of  Jehovah.    The  Scriptures  alone,  material  system  might,  indeed,  convey  to  tlw 

without  the  medium  of  his  works,  cannot  con-  mind  an  astonishing  idea  of  the  jmnmt  ef  liie 

vey  to  us  the  most  sublime  conceptions  of  the  Deity  in  causing  such  an  immense  number  «f 

magnificence  of  his  empire,  and  his  eternal  power  orbs  to  revolve  around  our  world  with  so  pvodi- 

and  Godhead ;  and  the  works  of  nature,  without  gious  a  velocity  as  behoved  to  take  plaee,  wore 

the  revelations  of  his  word,  leave  us  in  profound  the  earth  in  reality  a  quiescent  body  in  die 

darkness  with  regard  to  the  most  interesting  centre  of  the  universe.     But  it  would  give  tw  • 

parts  of  his  character — the  plan  of  his  roord  most  strange  and  distorted  idea  of  his  mlctf^ftacit 

government,  and  the  ultimate  destination  of  man.  While  it  tended  to  magnify  his  omnijwfawct,  it 

Would  we,  then,  acquire  the  most  sublime  would,  in  effect,  deprive  him  of  the  attribute  of 

^nd  comprehensive  views  of  that  invisible  Be-  untdom.    For,  in  the  first  place,  stich  acoBcep- 

ing,  who  created  the  universe,  and  by  whom  all  tion  would  represent  the  Abnighty  as  having  di^ 

thmgs  are  upheld,  we  must,  in  the  first  place,  vised  a  system  of  means  altogether  superfloout 

^ply  ourselves,  with  proibund  humility  and  and  prepoeterous,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  end 

reverence,  to  the  study  of  the  Sacred  oradn ;  intended ;  for  it  is  the  characteristic  of  wisdiHi 

and,  in  the  next  place,  direct  our  attention  to  the  to  proportionate  tl;e  means  to  the  nature  of  tlw 

material   works  of  God  as  Uhutrtttive  of  his  design  which  is  to  Le  accomplished.     The  d#> 

Scriptural  6haracter,  and  of  the  declarations  of  sign,  in  the  case  under  consideration,  is  to  pn^ 

his  word.    And,  since  the  sacred  writers  direct  duce\he  alternate  successicm  of  day  and  night, 

our  views  to  the  operations  of  the  Almighty  This  con  be  effected  by  giving  the  earth  itsdf  a 

in  the  visible  universe,  in  vhat  manner  are  we  rotation  round  its  axis,  as  is  the  case  in  other 

to  contemplate  these  operations  ?    Are  we  to  globes  of  much  larger  dimensions.    But  acooitt 

view  them  in  a  careless,  cursory  manner,  or  ing  to  the  conception  to  which-  we  are  now  a^ 

with  fixed  attention  ?    Are  we  to  gaze  on  them  verting,  the  whole  material  creation  is  considered 

with  the  vacant  stare  of  a  savage,  or  with  the  as  daily  revolving  around  this  comparatively 

penetrating  eye  of  a  Christian  philosopher?  little  globe  of  earth,  an  idea  altogether  extrava* 

Are  we  to  view  them  through  the  mists  ofigno-  gant  and  aosinrd,  and  inconsistent  with  ewmy 

ranee  and  vulgar  prejudice,  or  through  the  light  notion  we  ought  to  entertain  of  infinite  wisdom, 

which  science  has  diffused  over  the  wonders  of  In  the  next  place,  were  the  earth  considered  u 

creation?    There  can  be  no  difficulty  to  any  at  rest,  the  motions  of  the  planets  wouM  presenl 

Fleeting  mind  in  determining  which  of  these  a  series  of  looped  curves  without  any  marie*  ef 

nodes  ought  to  be  adopted.    The  Scriptures  design,  a  scene  of  inextricaUe  confiision,  tad 

the  whole  of  the  sdar  system  would  appear  d^ 

*  Job.  eh.  xnnrUL  Ac  void  of  order  and  harmony,  and, 
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^Aoal  the  marks -of  wisdom  and  intelliurnco.  l^'I^c,  when  properly  dirRCtcrl,  roust  have  a  fen-- 

'80  ibu  wheo  the  arran;;u[nents  of  na'tirit  aro  donoy  to  direct  our  conrnptionf  and  to  anipiifv 

^aten^'fd  throHgh  the  mi%ts  of  iiii  >rancu,  our  vii>w::  of  hi:^  ml.iraUe  attributes,  and  of  his 

liicj  trod  to  obscure  the  glxy  of  the  Divinity,  pr»vi'l«*:itiul  arrai){!<^incnt3. 
uJ  to  coorey  a  <iist«ried  iJea  of  hU  cliara  'tor.         Hero  ii  w'ui  naiiirnlly  Ik;  ioquircd, — What  aro 

Whovai,  when  the  system  of  liic  uiiivcrw  w  soiiie  of  fho.^o  views  of  thu  divine    character 

c-«'em,4aie.l  in  il4  triio  li^rht,  all  apri'jars  an-  wlii«:h  ^ci^niitic  invcstij^ation  has  a  tendency  10 

na^  with  the  wann  a*Jiniralile  hsrmimy,  sim-  uiifoM  ?    Our  limits  will  not  permit  a  full  and  cx- 

fuci:/,  anil  or Jor,  and  evury  moan  pro[i(»riiona(e  plirit  answer  to  tliis  imjuiry,  the  illustration  of 

10  the  eal  ii  is  ialenJud  tu  accoflCitlt^h.     Ai^'aiii,  whi^*!!  would  r^^iptirr  a  v->lninc  of  no  incoiisider- 

iawfjf  a4  we  cQDsider  the  earth  a*  tiie  prin-  ahiw  si/c,  and  tlierf-C/re,  we  shall  attempt  no- 

cijal  body,  or  anaong  the  largest  b;xli'.'!i  of  tlie  Xhitt^  m.ire  than  the  statement  of  a  few  geneml 

wircTM,  in  to  far  do  we  narrow  our  roncepiious  hint^. 

of  tAe  exieai  and  ma^ificcncc  of  crHaiiun,  and,         1.  The  pl-.cnomrna  of  the  material  world,  aa 

coastfquemly,  limit  our  views  of  tiie  plans  and  invest ii.'atcd  by  5cif.m*c,  evince  the  unity  of  the 

pefffisctiottj  of  the  Creator.     Far  our  conceptions  Divine  Dcin^.     There  in  such  a  Aarmony  that 

«/  hi»  attributes  rust,  in  some  measun.*,  corrc-  prevails  throuf^h  the  whole  visible  universe,  as 

tpoai  10  the  views  we  have  acquired  of  the  aro-  plainly  shows  it  to  be  under  the  government  -of 

Pkirude  and  grandeur  of  his  empire.  oae  Intellii^once.    Amid:it  tlie  immense  compli- 

Now,  what  is  it  that  enables  us  to  invostijrate  cation  that  surroimds  us,  we  perceive  one  art  of 

ihc  works  of  God,  and  to  contei»iilato  the  system  laws    uniformly   operating  in   accordance  with 

flfaatore  ia  tls  frre  light  f     It  is  Science  com-  whicliaU  diiu!.'?  proceed  in  their  re«*ular  cours<*8. 

baned  with  observation  and  experiment.     And  The  sam?  caiisc!<i  unif  innly  produce  the  same 

whal  ift  ffcienee  eonsidere<]  in  a  thc<^ogical  point  efl'ccts  in  every  region  of  tlic  world,  and  in  every 

«f  view?    It  Li  noihin^^  eUe  tlian  a  rational  in-  period  of  time.     "  Vetiretublcs  spring  from  tho 

^fnrj  into  fbe  arraugemeuis  and  operations  of  sam'j  ijieed,  (Tcmiiiiate  by  tlie  same  moans,  aa- 

thc  Aliniohty,  in  order  to  trace  the  perfections  sume  the  Fame  form,  su.siain  tlie  same  qualities, 

tiberaio   displayed.     And  what  are  the  truths  exin  throurrh  the  same  duration,  and  come  to  the 

which  science  has  discovered  ?     They  may  bo  same  end."     Animals,  Ux),  uf  the  same  species, 

resvied  as  SO  many  rays  of  celestial  light  de-  arc  broii^'lit  into  exL«tence  in  the  same  mumer, 

seeading  from  the  Great  Source  of  Intelli^enco  exhibit  th<^  same  li^'e  and  vital  ftmctions,  display 

to  ifiamiDate  the  human  mind  in  the  knowledge  the  same  active  powers  and  instinct,  and  hasten 

«f  the  divine  character  and  gi>vernment,  and  to  to  the  same  (li«>«oliirii^).     Man  has  one  origin, 

fdorriate  it  to  still  mjre  vigorous  exertions  in  one  gen-jral  f  )rm,  the  same  corporeal  structure, 

«imflar  invf^stigatiuns,  ju<«t  a3  the  trutlis  of  reve-  the  same  vi;al  Omrtions,  the  same  system  of  iii- 

la'ica  are  «» many  emanations  from  tlie  "  Fuflier  tfller:iia!  fa'Miiiies,  orul  comes  to  the  same  tcrmi- 

cf  ii^hi*,"  tf>  enlighti'n   the    darkne^is   and  to  nation.    Ail  tlit»  elemenls  aroimd  him,  and  every 

erijn'.carf  th*^  di  wrder.*  of  the  monil  world  ;  ami  arrangement  in  this  sublunary  i«pherc,  are  made, 

■"r.-rfh  LS^-e  lisj!it«  mii^t  be  re-ortfil  to  to  <iir«rt  in  one  rcffolar  inamu'r,  si'.l)ser\"ient  to  his  sensi- 

oar  ioquiries,  if  we  wish  to  attain  the  cl«*arest  live  enjoyunMi'.  aiifl  are  fviJently  fitted,  by  one 

a%l  m^>4l  comi>rehen*ve  vi-iws  of  the  attributed  desifrii.  and  directed  by  one  upency,  to  promote 

'■•f 'he  Divine  M in- 1.     Revelation  declares,  in  ro  his  lutpj»in«-is.      The  r«»n')fxi«»n   and   harmony 

rm%ny  ilistiml  propositirms,  the  chararier  of  Gfwl,  which  subsist  Ix^tween  (lie  animal  and  vegetable 

a^  tho  plau"*  of  his  m'irjJgov«-rnmvnt.    Sniince  kin;<!oins,  plainly  evince  that  wif  and  the  same 

••Tifiaia*  aii.l  illuitrates  lujjiy  of  those  sul)j'":ts  to  Bi  in«:  is  Ih*;  torni-^r  of  iKjtIi,  and  that  in  his  ron- 

wiiir.*!    r<^V"liuiou  refer.-*.      It  remove:  the   v«.-jl  trixiiiifcs  wi>li  respect  to  the  one,  he  had  in  view 

f**n  thr  wi>rk8  of  tho  Creator;  it  diipels  the  the  nM'e.v<iti---<.f  tlie  other.    We  know,  that  dil- 

■M.«ta   whi-'h  ignorance  and   superstirifjn  have  fereiit  sorts  of  plants,  herbs,  and  flowers,  are  ap- 

*Vt>wn   arwmd  them;  it  crjnducts  us  into  the  |>oinled  fi»r  f»od  totlie  several  tribes  of  animals. 

svcrrt  ch  txnbers  of  nature,  and  discloses  to  us  That  which  is  hurtful  to  one  species  is  salutary 

many  of  those  hidden  sprinjjs  which  pnxluce  the  to  another.      Ow  creature  climbs  the  hiphest 

6Ter«ried   phf*n')mena  of  the  material  world ;  rocks  for  In^rbs,  another  digs  in  the  earth  for 

2  throwii  a  li?ht  on  tho^e  delirate  and  minute  nv:>ts,  an  1  wo  scarr.Iy  know  a  plant  or  leaf  but 

objects  which  lie  concealed  from  the  vulgar  eye,  what  afllirds  nourishment,  and  a  place  of  nativi^y 

a»l  briojfs  within  the  ran?c  of  our  contempla-  to  some  species  or  other  of  the  insect  tribes. 

?xm  the  distant  glories  of  the  sky;  it  unveils  tho  This  is  tl»e  foundation  of  innumeraMe  relation"* 

laws  by  which  the  Ahnighty  directs  the  move-  and  connexions  between  these  two  departments 

»;ats'of  hii  vast  empire,  and  exhibits  his  opo-  of  creation,  which  sliow  the  work  to  \k'  one,  an<i 

ra.'»n«  in  a  tJiousand  a-ipects  of  which  the  un-  the  result  of  the  same  Power  and  Inteliigcnee. 

nriigfareaed  mind  can  fi»rm  no  conception.     If,  In  lik»:  manner,  day  and  night  uniformly  return 

^m,  science  throws  a  light  on  the  works  and  the  with  the  uUnosl  regularity,  and  by  the  operation 

^ft  of  God,  the  acquiaitioo  of  sciontific  know-  of  the  same  cause,  add  with  the  tame  regularit/ 
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and  harmony  the  seasons  revolve  and  appear  in  of  water  in  the  act  of  (reeling,  and  the 

cooatant  succession.      The  compoeition  of  ihe  and  pro|iiTtieii  of  heat  and  flame,— in  the  potrci 

atmosphere  is  the  same  under  every  latitude,  and  of  Heam,  the  propir.ies  of  the  ga«es,  the  qwK- 

iight  and  heat  are  diffused  by  the  same  law  in  ties  uf  the  magnet,  and  the  afreuciea  oTUw  gi^ 

every  resioa  of  the  earth.     One  law  canties  a  vantc  and  electric  fluids,—  in  the  structure  «l 

stone  to  Udl  to  the  ground,  and  by  tlie  operariun  veg^tubUt,  the  adaptation  of  their  reeds,  roois, 

of  the  same  law,  the  moon  is  retained  in  her  fibres,  vessels,  and  leaves*  to  the  purpose  of  %efe- 

orbit  around  the  earth,  the  planets  directed  kk  taiive  life, — ihe  cuiious  processes  which  are 

their  revolutions  round  the  sun,  and  the  whole  continually  ^oing  on  in  their  interns!  parts,  their 

universe  compacted  into  one  harmonious  system,  delicate  con'extuie  and  diversified  hues,  aad 

In  short,  all  the  arrangements  and  operations  of  tlic  important  purposes  they  serve  m  the  »yatnn 

nature,  so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  present  of  nature, — in  the  structure  of  the  various  am- 

to  our  view  a  single  design,  regularly  executed  mated  hangg  which  traverse  the  air,  the  waters, 

by  a  sin^e  agency.     The  fair  inference,  there-  and  tltc  earth, — the  provi<^ion  made  ibr  die  eoo- 

fore,  is,  that  every  part  of  the  world  in  which  we  tinuance  of  the  species,  their  architective  tkexA" 

dwcdl,  and  every  department  of  the  solar  system,  ties,  their  wonderful  instincts,  and  the  ui/biitt 

are  imder  the   govenment  of  one  InUUigtnct,  divernfy  of  organization  which  appears  aoMiog 

which  directs  every  movement  throoghout  the  them,  guUed  to  their yariatu  wonts  and  nwrfsi  ^ 

universal  system.    And  the  more  extensively  anstenee.— in  the  admirable  organixatioii  of  the 

our  views  of  the  universe  are  enlarged,  the  human  frame^  the  numerous  bones,  muedcs, 

marls  of  unity  in  operation  and  design  become  ligaments,  membranes,  arteries,  and  veins  wluch 

more  strikingly  apparent.    Now,  if  two  or  more  enter  into  its  constrtiction,  the  apt  dk^posHian  of 

intelligences  \mA  the  government  of  the  universe  all  its  parts,  the  means  contrived  for  the  reeep- 

in  their  hands,  and  if  they  had  equal  power  and  tion  and  distribution  of  nntriment,  tbb  'eAci 

contrary  designs,  their  purposes  would  clash,  which  this  nutriment  produces  in  bringing  the 

and  they  could  never  become  the  parents  of  that  body  to  its  full  growth  And  expansion,-»ita  salt 

harmony  which  we  clearly  perceive  throughout  restoring  power  when  diseased  or  wounded,  !lie 

the  system  of  nature.    Thus  the  operations  of  provision  made  against  evil  accidents  andinoon- 

tho  visible  worki  confirm  and  illustrate  the  decla-  venienoes,  the  variety  of  musrular  movemems 

ration  of  the  inspired  oracles,  that  "  there  u  none  of  which  it  is  susceptible,  the  process  of  reiqpir^ 

UherChdlmt  one"  tion,  the  circulation  of  the  bleed,  the  sepaisatioB 

2.  A  scientific  investigation  of  the  material  of  the  chyle,  the  exquisite  structure  of  the  dif^ 

vrorkl  opens  to  us  inntmierable  evidences  of  ferent  senses,  and  the  nice  adaptation  if  evciy 

Divine  JViedom.  organ  and  fnov6mont  to  the  ends  it  was  inleiled 

Wherever  we  turn  our  eyes  in  the  visible  to  subserve.    The  same  wisdom  is  peroe|itB>ia 

world  around  us,  and  survey  with  attention  the  in  the  poaiti<m  which  the  sun  holds  in  the  aolw 

various  processes  of  nature,  we  perceive  at  every  system,  in  order  to  a  due  distribution  of  K^rtand 

step  the  most  striking  marks  of  intelligence  and  heat  to  smrounding  worlds ;  on  the  distance  at 

design.    We  perceive  the  wisdom  of  the  great  w-hich  the  earth  is  placed  frcm  this  luminary^— - 

Author  of  nature,  in  the  admirable  constitutbn  in  the  order  and  harmony  of  all  the  celestial  «o» 

of  the  atmosphere,  and  the  wonderful  properties  tions,  and  in  the  wonderful  and  beautiful  scenery, 

of  the  censtituent  principles  of  which  it  is  com-  invisible  to  the  unassisted  eye,  whidi  the  nicro* 

posed,— <iin  the  motions  o^  Hghij  the  inconceiva-  scope  displays,  both  in  the  animal  and  vegetable 

ble  smallness  of  its  particles,  its  adaptation  to  work!.    In  short,  there  is  not  an  object  wMun 

the  eye,  and  the  admirable  manner  in  which  us  or  around  us,  in  the  mountains  or  the  |rfaJBS, 

vision  is  performed,— in  the  nature  of  sound,  the  in  the  air,  the  ocean,  or  the  sky^ — among  the 

laws  by  which  it  is  propagated,  and  the  various  animal  or  the  vegetable  tribes,  vrhen  stemdily 

modifications  of  which  it  is  susceptible,— in  tlie  contemplated  in  all  its  aspects  and  relatione,  but 

process  of  eeoporofion,  and  the  rams,  dews,  and  displays  to  the  eye  of  reason  snd  devotion  the 

fertility  which  are  the  results  of  this  admirable  consummate  intelligence  and  skill  ef  its  almigii^ 

part  of  the  economy  of  nature,— in  the  utility  of  Author,  and  calls  npon  every  intettigent  agcw, 

the  mountains  and  valleys  with  which  the  earih  in  silent  but  emphatic  language,  to  praise  hna 

is  diversified,  and  the  beautiful  coknnring  which  "  who  made  the  earth,  the  sea,  the  fbuntaini  ef 

is  q>read  over  the  face  of  nature,— in  the  mora-  water,  and  all  that  live  in  them,  fer  wlioee  pian> 

ing  and  evening  ttoUightt  and  the  gradual  ap-  sure  they  are  and  were  created." 

pnaches  of  light  and  darkness,— in  the  vast  Let  us  just  select  one  example  out  eC  dM 

expanse  of  the  ocean  and  its  numerous  prodiio-  many  thousands  which  might  be  brought  6iw 

tions,— in  the  grand,  and  picturesque,  and  beau-  ward  on  this  subject.     This  example  ahaB  be 

ttful  landscapes  with  which  our  globe  is  adorned,  taken  from  an  inviaiUe  department  of  natnra. 

-^  the  composition  and  specific  gravi^  of  In  consequence  of  modem  scientific  diaoovify, 

tmkt,  and  in  die  peculiar  iiracture  and  density  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  atmoapbm^  or 

4rtlMMfidjMrtioftlMetilh^-^die.e]qpMiioB  the  jb^re  trethe,  k  •oBnifmadsil  <f  imm  >wl> 
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IothmJ  MffM  gw  and  inl^o-  baleme§d  wni  pnpart'umed.    All  nature  might 

OlM.jgwi,  M  fcrmerij  ftalod,  ii  the  aoon  be  thrown  into  conrorion,  and  all  the  tribea 

of  vitalitj  lad  eomboMiao,  nhragea  ia  of  the  living  world  either  be  reduce!  to  miaery, 

rcbodnoflamaaiid  aoiBiallile.  Were  or  awept  into  the  tomb.     A  material  differeocu 

witi  fcff— thn  oiygea  h^  itadf,  it  would  cauae  in  the  proportion  oflhe  two  aira  which  compoae 

~  "^     '  Id  eiradala  wuh  grwtar  rapidity,  but  the  atmosphere,  might  be  productive  of  the  moat 

waato  and  daatiuy  the  binnan  dreadful  and  deatructive  efllecta.    One  of  the 

kjibe  npid  aeeumulatioaof  heat.  Were  moat  corroaive  acids,  aqtuifurtii,  is  composed  of 

to  ba  estraetad  (ram  the  atmo-  75  parts  oxygen  and  S5  parts  nitrogen.    Were 

•od  ikm  osjrgtB  laA  to  aaart  ita  native  thia  the  proportion  of  these  fluids  in  the  atnicH 

il  waoU  msk  the  hardaat  aiilialani  iia  sphere,  every  breath  we  drew  would  produce  tlio 

Ibaevthoalamaa.  Ifthaosyfaaware  moat  eicnieiating  pain,  and,  after  two  or  three 


and  thaokragaa  only raaminadjoveiy    {napirmtioQa,  the  vi;al  powers  wouU  be  oveiw 
rfir»MKlfluaa  wonUbaajEtiaguiahed,    come,  and  Ufe  extinguiahad.   K 


i«rfir»MKlflama  woaUbaajEtiaguiahed,  come,  and  Ufe  extinguiahad.  Here  then  we  pen- 
al Iba  tribaa  of  aiiiaMaad  nativa  instantly  cetve  an  mimnble  at^uatmtmt  ofmttma  tn  tnd^, 
Tho  prapofCioD  of  thaaa  two  gaaaa  and  an  evidence  of  that  compirehenmve  know- 
»  Moriy  as  ana  to/bor.  Ware  ledge  whkh  penetrates  into  tbe  enargiea  of  all 
i  naiamlly  allorad,  a  fluid  onght  aobataneea,  and  foresees  all  tbe  conaeqoencea 
b  jndnai  winch  would  oanaa  a  buramg  pain  which  can  iUlow  from  the  principlea  and  laws 
■I  iHlaalBaBaaH  auflbcatioau  The  apaq^  of  nature,  in  every  comlwialiao  and  in  every 
pw%af  ihaoa  two  BBhafanoaa  m  aaar^y  aa  91  mode  of  their  operation.  Thia  is  only  ooa  in- 
lafll^  Ikat  kt  Ika  ailrafaa  is  aanaH  dogroa  ataoQeoatofathouaand  whichtharaaeareheaer 
^MlrttttiihoaBygaa.  Ware  tUa  proportiao  adance  afford  us  of  the  admirable  ecoooBoy  of 
iMaiaod,  or,  m  odwr  words,  wora  tlie  oiygon  die  viadom  of  God.  From  ignorance  of  aoch 
-tfio  ■haoaphaio  a  amaU  dcgraa  lighter  than  fteta,  the  bulk  of  mankind  are  faicapable  of  ap- 
80  that  tho  utrogan  ni^  beeooM  preebting  the  bleiwinga  they  eqoy,  under  tho 

-  -*- -MaaoB  air^— aa  this  gaa  ia  arrangements  of  infinite  wisdom,  and  nnooaJified 

by  tho  breathing  of  aMn  for  rendering  a  grateful  homage  to  Hmi  "  in 
itwooU  perpetually  occupy  whom  they  live  and  move,  and  have  their  being." 
of  tbe  atmaspharo,  and  be  f .  The  contemplatioo  of  nature  through  the 
forsal  paatiienca  and  death,  medium  of  acience,  affords  innumerable  displays 
J  «ijf">  I**  **  aaparatad  firom  the  niuo-  of  the  htmwAenet  of  the  Deity.  Benevoleiice, 
|M  bi  the  liBfi;  it  ia  abaorbad  by  tha  blood,  or  goodneaa,  ia  that  perfection  of  God  wh&di 
ai  ^VOB  it  ilB  rsd  colour,  and  ia  the  aoorce  of  leads  him,  in  all  hit  arrangementa,  tocommuni- 
mbbbI  heat  throughout  the  whole  aystem.  It  cate  happiness  to  evrry  order  of  lus  creatureii. 
ftnas  the  basis  of  iJl  the  acida ;  it  pervadea  the  Thia  attribute,  though  frequently  overlooked  is 
alliance  of  the  vegetable  tribea,  and  enables  so  extensively  displayed  throughaut  the  scene 
dbiai  to  pet  form  their  fuoctiooa,  and  it  forma  a  of  creation,  that  we  feel  at  a  Una  to  determine 
part  of  the  water  which  filla  our  from  what  quarter  wo  ahould  aeleet  instances 
BOS,  and  oceans.  And  aatheatmoaphere  tor  its  illustration.  Wherever  we  find  evidencest 
haMo  to  be  deprived  of  thia  fluid  by  of  wisdom  and  deaign,  we  alao  fiod  instances  of 
ion,  reapiration,  and  oiner  proceases,  the  benevolenco ;  ic)r  all  the  admirable  contrivances 
hafea  of  trooa  and  other  vegetablea  give  out  a  we  perceive  in  the  system  of  nature,  have  it  aa 
higeportionof  it  during  the  day,  which,  uniting  their  ultimate  end  to  convey  pleasure,  in  one 
m&the  nitrogen  gaa  thrown  off  by  the  breathing  shape  or  another,  to  sensitive,  beinjrs.  If  there 
if  animals,  keeps  op  tbe  equilibrium,  and  pre-  are  more  than  f40  bonea  in  the  human  body 
the  aalubiri^of  the  air  in  which  we  move  variously  articulated,  and  more  than  440  mus- 
oathff  cles  of  different  forms  and  contextures,  such  a 
&cts  demooatrate  the  infinite  kaow^  structure  is  intended  to  produce  a  thouaand  mo- 
lt^ aaad  the  conennnnato  witdbm  of  the  Con-  difications  of  motion  in  the  several  members  of 
aliw  of  die  universe,— in  die  exquisitely  nice  which  it  is  composed,  and  to  &cilitaie  every 
a^JBBlment  of  every  minute  circumataoce,  ao  aa  operation  wo  have  occasion  to  peribrm.  If  the 
It  piuamrw  the  baliance  of  nature  and  aecure  tbe  ear  is  formed  with  an  external  porch,  a  hammer, 
bt^yiaooa  of  hia  aanaitive  and  intelligent  off^  an  anvil,  a  tympanum,  a  atirrup,  and  a  labyrinth, 
^pnag.  What  an  att-comprehensive  intelligence  this  apparatus  is  inteiided  to  convey  pleasure  to 
iMB  il  indicato  in  tiie  Divine  Mind,  to  cause  the  soul  by  communicating  to  it  all  the  modifi- 
OM  angle  principle  in  different  combinationa  cationa  of  sound.  If  the  <ye  is  composed  of  throe 
la^pfodneo  so  immense  a  variety  of  important  coats,  some  of  them  (^aque  and  some  transpa- 
i!  What  dreadful  havoc  wouki  be  pro-  rent,  with  three  humoura  of  different  forma  and 
darooghout  the  whole  of  our  aublunary  refractive  powers,  and  a  numeroua  aaaemblage 
if  a  aabotaaee  like  oaygan  gaa,  which  ofminuteveiBa,arteriea,on(aoiia,iiervoa,glan«, 
part  «rnaiaM^4BM  naCniH^  aailyaiphatiGaiatfinordorthaltho 
12 
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stijeeH  any  Iw  *eeunu1y  dopicUd  mi  ibe  »-  There  ii  *  HriUag  dHpUf  <i  biwmkan  !■ 

■in*,  iliU  ilie  IhI]  vfibe  ryt  auj  ba  euilj  At  frWiiliBli  iw  ajfyitid  M  «tri4Rr«<  iiiim 

(amail  in  ncrj'  diraclioa,  ud  ihu  we  nay  eojoj  A>  Uir  ejrs  ii  eouuurlHl  of  Ibe  moM  dettan 

^bere  ii  li^rown  around  (he  evib,  it  ii  for  Ifae  piecei  of  iDediftniKm  couvclcd  ivilh  ew  Cnae, 

par|»ea  of  nrtainperiag  (ha  r«ya  </thfl  ruo^giT-  ealhA  CrBilor  Jjb  emnged  the  world  a  mx^t 

iBf  k  lucid  briglKoeu  to  every  pan  nf  iha  fan'  manner  u  id  alfnd  it  Llie  iiiHl  (eried  and  da- 

light,  promoting  «vipiir>:i»n  and  \ht  reepiration  li^lu,  whidi  is  riacjlj  aiUjued  In  Ihe  Mrucon 

of  animali,  ud  oausing  the  eutb  10  bring  Ibfth  of  Ihii  organ,  ihouiaudi  oT  objrcla  of  diienjAed 

abundance  otibod.  bj^  niFani  of  the  raina  end  beaut;  and  ■ubliniii}'  are  piisented  lotbanni. 

dawB  i  all  which  vffitcta  produce  btppi™"  ■"  ■  '<  ^pat"  before  in  Ilia  mountaina,  the  ralM,  tba 

Ihooaand  diflerent  wayi  u  merj  aanlienl  being,  wooda,  (he  iawna,  ibe  bmolu  and  rirera,  iba  fa> 

If  tbii  aonoipliere  prmMi  our  bodin  with  a  tile  plain  and  Howrrj  lieiiii,  idmed  with  eieij 

waiffat  of  ihuiy  thouuAd  pounda,  it  Ib  in  order  lo  hue, — (he  e^anaa  uf  the  ocean  and  the  ^taiw 

^nuBtafpoiBe  the  internal  preaiure  of  tha  arcu-  of  the  firmazneDt,     And  as  Iba  eye  ^njiM  be 

laling  fluidi,  and  lo  praietre  the  reiaela  isd  daaled,  Hare  a  deep  red  colaar  or  a  briiMM 

ammal  fimctiDoi  in  due  tone  and  Tigoor,  without  Btilt  lo  be  ipread  orer  Ihehce  of  natin«,dB 

whicbpreaeure  the  elailic  fluidi  in  the  finer  na-  dirine  (BOdneae  hai  clothed  thn  beavKia  iiMl 

■ala  would  inaritaUj  burri  Ihem,  end  Iba  ajiaik  Uu  and  (hs  eartb  with  jn*a,  the  two  coIomi 

of  life  be  qaicklj  eitinguiihed.     Thouiandi  of  which  are  Iha  leail  {aiiguinfand  thema«lp)M»i 

nmniilii  if  Ihii  rinirriplinn  illinlnlii — r-"-!"  iog  to  the  crgaiu  of  light,  ud  u  the  iaiaa  tBa 

4>anaToleDce.  ndglil  be  (elected  from  erery  part  oie  of  (hen  coloura  ii  divenified  by  *  tbouaaia 

ofthe  material  lyalem  cooneeled  with  our  woiU,  delicate ahadea  which  producea  delij[hlfiil  uaiMfc 

aBefwhicbwoulddenKntratelbatthecomBa-  1^  the  tandicapc  of  the  world.     1 

''  ja  of  enjof  maol  ia  the  great  end  if  aQ  tha  riouilj  cotntnjcled  for  Iha  porcepli 

,.  ..  ..    _^_.__  ''J)  the  a(mo«i*ere  is  filled  to 
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Iwad  W  lb»  ahjaeti  cf  •itwal  mXan  imanded  oa  the  oCier  hftod,  its  capacity  of  ezpanikm,  to 

to  afled  thn  organ!    TIm  nmrararugi  of  the  u  to  take  in  a  greater  quantity  of  raya,  preventa 

knoki,  the  uriuqiers  of  the  jnatla  bc»ote,  the  ua  jOrocn  being  in  abeolute  daHmeat  even  in  tho 

km  «f  baaa,  die  diirpiag  or  birds,  the  kming  deepest  gloom,  witiuNit  which  we  could  scarcely 

tf  ribs  barda,  the  melody  of  the  feathered  song-  take  a  atep  with  aafety  during  a  cloudy  night. 

MiSi  the  roarinp  of  a  atonny  ocean,  the  daah-  Again,  in  the  construction  of  the  human  body, 

iigi  «f  a  mifiity  cataract,  and,  aboire  all,  the  and  of  the  Tarioua  triboa  of  animated  beings, 

■saenMM  maJulafiiooa  of  the  human  voice  and  however  numerous  and  complicated  Ibeir  organs, 

A»  hamottiea  of  moaic,  produce  a  variety  of  there  is  no  instance  con  be  produced  that  any 

M^^htfid  emotiona  vriiich  increase  the  sum  of  cme  muacle,  nerve,  joint,  limb,  or  other  part,  u 

kamn  aiyoyaieat.     To  gratify  the  aenae  of  contrived  far  the  purpote  of  produemg  pain. 

aariJMf,  Iho  nir  b  peiiiimed  with  a  variety  of  When  pain  ia  felt,  it  is  unifiMrroly  owing  to.aomo 

MkionaodoiBS,eiiUledfitMninnoBMrableplanla  derangement  ofthe  corporeal  organa,  but  ia  never 

■i  iowaca.    To  gratify  the  /ttUngf  pfarniing  the  necaaaary  reault  ofthe  origmal  oooirivanee. 

aMariaaa  of  variooa  deaeriptiooa  are  eonnectad  On  the  other  hand,  every  part  of  the  oonatmc- 

■iih  aknoat  avary  thing  we  have  occaaion  to  tion  of  living  beingSf  every  organ  and  function, 

Imdb;  aad  to  gratify  the  aenae  of  taste,  tha  earth  nnd  every  contrivance,  however  delicate  and 

baaaarad  with  an  admiraWe  prafuaionof  plaata,  minute,  in  ao  far  as  its  use  is  known,  ia  foand 

hwlBi  wota,  and  ddieiona  fhuta  of  thnuaandaof  to  contribute  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  mdividaal 

tfMiHt^aafitiaa  and  flavoon,  calculated  to  con-  to  which  it  belooga,  eUHer  by  feeilitating  ita 

nf  an  nfraeable  raUah  to  the  inhabilanta  of  movementa,  by  enabling  it  to  ward  off  dangera, 

Miy  cEne.    Now,  it  ia  easy  to  conceive,  tiuu  or  in  aooae  way  or  another  to  produce  agroMfale 

Ana  fmti6entiaaa  were  not  naeaaaaiy  to  our  aenantiona. 

oMmaL    The  purpooea  of  viaion,  as  a  mere  In  abort,  the  immaut  wwlHlwlt^lnmam  btmg* 

■U  Benaation  lor  the  ooe  of  aetfweeervation,  «*uA  P^opU  ike  earthy  and  ike  aa^  pnrnmn 

mft  haw  been  anawaved,  aMMmgh  every  trace  wUdk  i»  made  for  their  iKcaasih'as,  furnish  irro- 

tflM^f  and  ooUinnhr  had  been  awepcfiom  the  natible  evidence  of  divine  mdiieaa.    it  has 

■iHMa,  and  nothing  Mt  a  vaat  aaaamblage  of  been  aaoertamed,  that  more  than  aixij  »'*«itaw^ 

Anal  and  baggaid  ob|ecta  had  appeared  on  the  apecaea  of  animals  inhabit  the  air,  the  earth,  and 

ftoiof  ■mare.    The  puipuee  of  hearing  might  the  waters,  beaidea  many  thwiaanda  whidb  have 

haa  bean  e(feeted  aitboagh  every  aoond  had  not  yet  come  within  the  obaervation  ofthe  nata- 

iHamtingviddiaoordant,  and  the  voice  df  me-  raliat.    On  the  aurface  of  the  earth  there  ia  not 

Wf  nr  ever  mknown.    We  mi^  have  had  apatchof  ground  or  a  portion  of  water,  a  ain^e 

ttHi  wilboat  fragrance  or  perfbme;  taate  with-  thnib,  tree,  or  herb,  and  acarcely  a  amgle  leaf 

aot  variety  of  &vour ;  and  feeling,  not  only  ui  the  forest,  but  what  teems  wiUi  animated  be- 

vilhoat  the  least  pleasing  sensation,  but  accom-  ing^*    How  many  hundreds  of  millions  have 

yaaied  with  incessant  pain.    But,  in  this  case,  their  dwellings  in  caves,  in  tlie  clefls  of  rodcs,  in 

i!ie  system  of  nature  would  have  afforded  no  the  bark  of  trees,  in  ditches,  in  marshes,  in  the 

4aeet  proofs,  as  it  now  does,  of  divine  benevo-  forests,  the  mountains  and  the  vaUejrs !    What 

Imce.  innumerable  shoals  of  fishes  inhabit  the  ocean 

TV  rvaiecfisa  which  the  Deity  hoe  provided  '^  *port  in  the  seas  and  rivers !    What  mil- 

<rauut  the  anU  tt   tohieh  we  ore  esposed,  are  lions  on  millions  of  birds  and  flying  insects,  in 

UKewiMaproofofhbbmevolence.    Medicines  ondless  variety,  wing  their  flight  through  the 

are  provided  fur  the  core  of  the  diseases  to  which  atmosphere  above  and  around  us !    Were  we 

«e  are  UaUe;  heat  is  fiimished  to  deliver  us  to  suppose  that  each  species,  at  an  average, 

^m  the  effects  of  cold ;  rest  from  the  fatigues  contains  four  hundred  millions  of  individuals, 

«f  .\\yniT ;  sleep  from  the  languors  of  watching ;  there  would  be  24,000,000,000,000,  or  S4  billions 

artificial  light  to  preserve  ua  from  the  gloom  of  of  living  creatures  bebn^ng  to  all  the  known 

sbMlute  darkness,  and  ^lade  from  uie  injuries  species  which  inhabit  the  different  regions  of 

«f  aeorching  heat.    G^oodneas  is  also  displayed  the  world,  besides  the  multitudes  of  unknown 

m  the  power  tiX edf-reetaradom  which  our  bodies  >pocics  yet  undiscovered, — which  is  thirty  thtm- 

,  in  recovering  us  from  sickness  and  dis-  *^»*d  timee  the  number  of  all  the  human  beings 


saw,  m  heaUng  wound?  and  bruises,  and  in  that  peoplo  tho  globe.'*'     Besides  theae,  there 

laeavering  our  decayed  organs  of  sensation, 

aidioat  which  power  almost  every  human  being  *  As  an  instance  of  the  immenet  nvmier  of  ani- 

■^U  iM^Minr  ■  ninJiiM  nfAmC^rtmitv  mnA  m  WtaZ  ouited  beUfij^,  the  foHowing  fscts  in  relation  to  two 

oMpreaent  a  picture  of  delormity,  and  a  body  .^^j^,  ^^  gj^,  ^y  ^  ^  *jg^    (.^pj^  Flinders, 

■■  «f  scare  and  putrefym«  aores.     The  pupd  of  hi  his  voyaee  to  Australasia,  saw  a  compact  stream 


Aaaye  la  eo  constructed,  thai  it  is  capable  of  con-  ^  stornyr  petrels,  which  was  from  M  to  8o  yards 
..w1j:i.«;..«k»..<»*^:— t:J^:»..w.»..  deep  and  300  yards  or  more  broad.  Thlsstreamfor 
and  duatmg  by  a  sort  ofinstincti  ve  power,     a  full  hour  and  a  half  continued  to  pass  without  in- 


%  dm  means  the  organ  of  vision  defends  itself    temiptlon  with  nearly  the  swiftness  ofthe  pigeon. 
tmfhe  Mod... which  nuAt «.«&<», th.    SSS£^l!l'«Trv«".SiL'tk'lSi?:i5 
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are-multitudes  of  animated  beingi  which  no  man 
can  number,  invitibie  to  the  unassisted  eye,  and 
tiu^ersed  through  every  region  of  the  earth,  air, 
and  seas.    In  a  small  stagnant  pool  which  in 
summer  appe&rs  covered  with  a  green  scum, 
(here  are  more  microecopic  animalcules  than 
would  outnumber  all  the  inhabitaate  of  the  earth. 
How  immense  then  must  be  the  collective  num- 
ber of  these  creatures  throughout  every  region 
of  the  earth  and  atmosphere  !     It  surpasses  all 
our  conceptions.     Now,  it  is  a  fact  that,  from 
the  elephant  to  the  mite,  from  the  whale  to  the 
oyster,  and  from  the  eagle  to  the  gnat,  or  the 
microsc^ic  animalcula,  no  animal  can  subnet 
without  nourishment.     Every  species,  too,  re- 
quires a  different  kind  of  food.    Some  live  on 
grass,  some  on  shrubs,  some  on  flowers,  and 
Home  on  trees.     Some  feed  only  on  the  roots  of 
vegetables,  some  on  the  stalk,  some  on  the  leaves, 
aome  <mi  the  (ruit,  some  on  the  seed,  some  on 
Hhe  whole  plant;  some   prefer  one  species  of 
grass,  some  another.    Linnasus  has  remarked, 
that  the  cow  eats  276  species  of  plants  and  re- 
jects tie ;  the  goat  eats  449  and  rejects  126 ; 
tho  sheep  eats  §B1  and  rejects  141 ;  the  faorso 

anmber  would  amount  to  I5i  millions  and  a  half. 
The  migratory  plaeon  of  the  United  States  flies  In 
still  more  araaalng  maltltudes.  Wilson,  In  his 
"  American  Omithologj,"  says,  "  Of  one  of  these 
Immense  flocks,  let  us  attempt  to  calculate  the 
numbers,  as  seen  In  passing  between  Frankfort  on 
the  Ksntocky  and  the  Indian  territory.  If  we  sup- 
pose this  column  to  have  been  one  mile  In  breadth, 
and  I  believe  it  to  have  been  much  more,  and  that  it 
moved  four  hours  at  the  rate  of  one  mile  a  minute, 
the  time  It  continued  In  passing  would  make  the 
whole  length  940  miles.  A^aln,  supposing  that  each 
square  yard  of  this  moving  body  comprehended  three 
piigeons,  the  square  yards  multiplied  by  S  would 

Slve  9,930,379,000,"  that  is,  two  thousand  two  hun- 
red  and  thirty  millions  and  two  hundred  and  se- 
vanty-two  thousand,  nearly  three  times  the  number 
of  all  the  human  inhabitants  of  the  globe,  but  which 
Mr.  Wilson  reckons  to  be  far  below  the  actual 
amount    Were  we  to  estimate  the  number  of  ani- 
mals by  the  scale  here  afforded.  It  would  amount  to 
several  hundreds  or  thousands  of  times  more  than 
what  I  have  stated  in  the  text.  •  For  If  a  single  flock 
of  pigeons  now  alluded  to  in  only  one  distnct  of  Xhe 
earth,  amounts  to  so  prodigious  a  number,  how  - 
many  thousand  times  more  must  be  the  amoimt  of 
the  same  species  in  all  the  regions  of  the  globe !    In 
Hm  above  calculaUons,  It  Is  taken  for  granted  that 
pigeons  fly  at  the  rate  of  from  W  to  60  miles  an  hour, 
and  it  Is  found  by  actual  experiment  that  this  is  the 
case.    In  isao,  l  lO  pigeons  were  brought  flrom  Brus- 
-eels  to  London,  and  were  let  fly  on  the  mh  "July, 
at  a  quarter  before  nine  A.  M.    One  reached  Ant- 
werp, Ids  miles  distance,  at  id  minutes  past  9,  or  in 
5  1-9  hours,  being  at  the  rale  of  84  miles  an  hour. 
•Five  more  reached  the  same  place  within  eight  mi- 
nutes afterwards,  and  thirteen  others  in  the  course 
of  eight  hours  after  leaving  London.    Another  went 
from  London  to  Maestricht,  200  miles.  In  six  hours 
and  a  quarter,  being  at  the  rate  of  nearly  49  miles 
an  hour.    The  golden  eas;le  sweeps  throu^  the  at- 
OMMphere  at  the  rate  of  40  miles  an  hour,  and  It  has 
lieen  computed  that  the  Swift  flies,  at  an  average, 
MO  miles  a  day,  and  yet  finds  time  to  feed,  to  clean 
itself,  and  to  collect  materials  for  its  nest  with  ap- 
parent leisure.  Such  are  the  numbers  of  this  species 
of  animated  beings,  and  such  the  powers  of  rapid 
auction  which  the  Creator  lias  conferred  upon  them, 
—powers  which  man,  with  all  his  Intellectual  facol- 
liaiaiid  JnventJoBs,  has  nemryttbean  ahlelo  atlala 


eats  262  and  rejects  212 ;  and  the  hog,  mor 

nice  in  its  taste  than  any  of  these,  eats  but  7 

plants  and  rejects  all  the  rest.     Yet  such  u  tb 

unbounded  munificence  of  the  Creator,  that  a 

these  counties  myriads  of  sentient  beings  w 

amply  provided  for  and  nourished  by  his  bounty 

"  The  eyes  of  all  these  look  imto  Him,  and  b 

openeth  his  band  and  satisfieth  the  desire  o 

every  living  being."     He  has  so  arranged  thi 

world,  that  every  place  aflTords  the  pri^r  ibo 

for  all  the  living  creatures  with  which  it  abounds 

He  has  furnished  them  with  every  organ  and  ap 

■paratus  of  instruments  for  the  gathering,  pre 

paring,  and  digesting  of  their  ibod,  and  has  en 

dowed  them  with  admirable  sagacity  in  findm^ 

out  and  providing  their  nouri^ment,  and  in  tD 

abling  them  to  distinguish  between  what   il 

salutary  and  what  is  pernicious.     In  the  exerciH 

of  these  faculties,  and  in  all  their  movemeota 

they  appear  to  experience  a  happiness  suitabk 

to  their  nature.     The  young  of  all  animali  h 

the  exercise  of  their  newly  acquired  faculties,  tin 

fishes  sporting  in  the  waters,  the  birds  skimmia| 

beneath  the  sky  and  warUing  in  the  thicketa,  tbi 

gamesome  catde  browsing  in  the  pasturei|  tfM 

wild  deer  bounding  through  the  fbreats,  the  i» 

sects   gliding  through  the  air  and  along  dM 

ground,  and  even  the  earth-worms  wrig^ing  ji 

Uie  dust, — proclaim,  by  the   vivadty  of  tb«fc 

movements  and  the  various  ton^  and  gestieab* 

tions,  that  the  exercise  of  their  powers  is  oqo> 

nected  with  er^oyment.    In  this  boimdieas  aceiM 

of  beneficence,  we  behold  a  striking  iUustralkia 

of  the  decUirations  of  the  inspired  writers,  that 

"  the  Lord  is  good  to  all,^— that  "  the  earth  k 

full  of  his  riches,"  and  that  "  his  tender  mereki 

Are  overall  his  works.**' 

Such  are  a  few  evidences  of  the  benevolenea 

of  the  Deity  as  displayed  in  the  arrangements  of 

the  material  world.    However  plain  and  obnooi 

they  may  appear  to  a  reflecting  mind,  thej  are 

almost  entirely  overlooked  by  the  bulk  of  nMD> 

kind,  owing  to  thedr  ignorance  of  the  &cts  of  b^ 

tural  history  and  science,  and  the  cooaequeal 

inattention  and  apathy  with  which  they  are  a^ 

customed  to  view  the  objects  of  the  viaibia 

creation.     Hence   they  are    incapacitated  lor 

appreoiating  the  beneficent  character  ef  the 

Creator,  and  the  riches  of  his  munificence ;  and 

■incapable  of  feeling  those  emotions  of  admin^ 

tion  and  gratitude  which  an  enlightened  cooteia* 

platioQ  of  the  scene  of  nature  is  calcalated  to 

inspire. 

4.  An  enlightened  and  comprehensive  mumy 
of  the  universe  presents  to  us  a  view  qf  the  vast 
nudttpUd^  qf  conceptions  and  the  ir\/lnite!jf  divie^ 
tified  ideat  loAicA  fume  been  formed  in  the  Dtoj^ 
Mind, 

As  the  conceptions  existing  in  the  mind  of  m 
artificer  are  known  by  the  instruments  he  oon- 
•Imcts,  or  the  operations  he  peribans,  io  ifao 
ideas  wfaicfa  have  existed  fitm  etooiit^  fci  te 
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I        nit  of  the  Crrat3r  mre  affcertained  from  the  and  b<;**tliH,  and  nihc«v  above  twenty  tfunumtd; 

•bfccb  h«  ha«  created,  the  evrnr^  he  han  pro-  as  the  (lragii»>Hy  ami  >evnral  species  of  butter- 

Aised,  and  th^  op<>ratinns  fie  i*  iii-N'i<<an!ly  con-  flies,     fii  rtf^anl  to  ili<;  rar, — !«i>nio  have  it  brge, 

6aeaa^.    Th<2  fomiation  of  a  9iii;;Ic  objact  is  an  erect  an-.i  open,  as  in  thu  hare,  to  hear  the  least 

ahjbitidn  uf  the  idea  exating  in  the  Creating;  approach  of  tinnier ;  in  i^orne  it  Ls  covered  to 

MiaJ,  of  which  it  is  a  co2>y.     The  formation  of  keep  out  uoxiinn  lM)<li(H  ;  and,  in  others,  as  in 

aurond  or  a  third  object  exactly  reiicmblinfjthe  the  ni>)le,  it  is  I'mI^imI  di'cp  and  backward  in  the 

fiist,  WQiikl  barely  exhibit   the  sa'no   ideas  a  hcail,  and  fenc**d  ariii  giiardfd  from  external  iri- 

•Bcoiiora  third  time,  without  di^rlafins;  any  juries.     WitJi  re;.'anl  to  tlmir  clothing, — some 

Cus;  m  conccmin^  the  (ITreator;  anl,  conse-  have  their  b<xHe8  cuvcred  with  hair,  a:i  quadni- 

I      frailyfOurcaoceptJQiuorhisintellij^'nce  wouU  peds  *,  s;>m<f  with  frath«<-rs,  as  birtii ;  some  with 

IM  be  enUr;^,  even  although  thousands  and  scales,  a.i  fishes ;  some  with  shdb,  as  the  t'  rw 

f      riboi  of  such  objects  were  presented  to  our  toise  ;  some  only  with  "kin  ;  some  with  stout  and 

'      Tiew^QsC  ai  a  hundred  clocks  and  watches,  firm  armour,  as  the  rliinoceros  ;  and  others  with 

maiy  of  the  tame  kind,  constructed  by  the  prickles,  as  the  hed^ehov  and  porcupine—mil 

j     MM  artist,  |^v»  us  no  higher  idea  of  his  Mil  nicely  accommodated  to  the  nature  of  the  animal, 

HdnfcMB^  than  the  construction  of  one.    But,  and  the  element  in  which  it  lives.     These  covers 

ffiij  mmittjf  in  obfecls  anrl  arrangements  ex-  ings,  too,  are  adonmd  with  (Uven^fied  beauties  ; 

htea  new  disCQwry  of  the  plans,  contrivancee  as  appears  in  the  plumagf^  ci  birds,  the  feathers 

Hd  iHenigvnce  of  the  Creator.  of  the  peacock,  the  scales  of  the  finny  tribes,  the 

Nbsr,  in  the  universe  we  fintl  all  things  con-  hair  of  quadrupeds,  aitd  the  variegated  polish 

rtnutd  and  arranged  on  the  plan  of  ftotcndKeas  and  colouring  of  the  tropical  shcll-lish — beauties 

wdwmvmtd  vtmefy.    In  the  animal  kingdom  which,  in  p'lint  of  symmetry,  polish,  texture, 

Asre  hive  been  actually  ascertained,  as  already  variety,  and  exquisite  colouring,  mock  every  at- 

iotieed,  about  sixty  thousand  dyfftrtid  apecieM  of  tempt  (^  human  art  to  copy  or  to  imitate. 

Wnfi  creatures.     There  are  about  600  i^ecies-  In  regard  to  reMpirntionr—aomo  breathe  through 

tfwaswialitt,  or  animals  that  suckle  their  young,  the  mouth  by  m<'ans  of  lungs,  as  men  and  qusid- 

■OM  of  which  are  quadrupeds— 4000  species  of  rupeils  ;  some  by  means  of  gills,  as  fishes ;  and 

Wi,  3000  species  ofJUkn,  700  species  of  rfp-  soiny  by  organs  plar<»d  in  <ithcr  parts  of  their 

liii,aDj  44,000  species  of  insects. *     Bcsiies  bodies,  as  insects.     In  regard  to  the  dretdation 

6ese,  there  are  about  9000  species  tXAdl-ftth,  of  the  biooti,  somn  have  but  one  ventricle  in  the 

lad  periiaps  not  le.is  than  eighty  or  a  hundred  heart,  some  two.  and  others  three.     In  some 

AaoianJ  species  of  animabules  invisible  to  the  animals,  the  heart  tliruws  its  Uood  to  the  re- 

aaked  eye;  and  new  species  are  daily  discover-  molest  [>arts  of  the  system;  in  some  it  throws 

iaz,  in  con*^'jiienco  of  th;;  zeal  and  industry  of  it  only  into  the  ro-ipira'ory  or^ns;   in  others, 

4i  l-»T«rr*  of  natural  history.     A*  the  system  of  the  bl«)«>.l  fn^m  the  ri'««|nratory  organs  Ls  carried 

laimated  na'.urc  luis  never  yet  h<><'n  lhoroui;hly  by  the  veins  to  anotlicr  heart,  and  this  second 

ei^ore-i.  we  misht  safely  reckon  thn  numlwr  <if  h^art  distributes  the  bloi»«l,  hy  the  channel  of  its 

•pewits  of  animals  of  all  km  N,  a<  anvmiiMns  to  artcrit's,  to  thr  >evi^r;il  parts.     In  many  inspcis, 

K  iea*t  fVce  hundretl  thmunn>!.     We  are  next  a  nnmhiT  of  hearts  an;  placed  at  intervals  on  the 

t7CiD3iider,  th.il  the  ornanieal  structure  of  oarli  ciraila?in;»  c.mrs«\  uu'l  rnrh  renews  the  impulse 

I    neri«"s  c-xi<iists  of  an  immense   multitude  of  of   the  former,  where  the   niomrnium  of  the 

i     pu*.«.  aaj  that  all  the  species  are  infinitely  diver-  bloo'l  fails.     In  regard  to  r^  m^eemen/s  o/*  (Aeir 

iiVd— ^lifforing  from  earh  othw  in  their  forms,  baiiea, — some  are  i*n(.lowe«l  with  swifl  motions, 

{    or«9ui«.  members,  fiiruhies  anJ  motions.— They  and  others  witli  sli>w  ;  s.wne  walk  on  two  logs, 

VK  >jf  all  shapes  and  sizes,  from  the  microicofiic  as  f  iwls  ;  som*;  on  fnir,  as  dogs  ;  some  on  ei^ht, 

I     rwnalcilum,  ten  thousand   times  less   tlian  a  as  cateqiillars;  some  on  a  hundred,  as  scolo- 

I     sr.f,  to  thti  elephant  ami  the  whale. — They  are  pcndrsc  or  mtllcped(>s ;  some  on  fifleen  hundred 

I     Ofir^nt  in  respect  of  the  construction  of  their  and  twenty  feet,  as  one  species  of  sea-star;  and 

■fantive  organs.     In  regard  to  the  eye,  some  some  on  two  thousand  feet,  as  a  certain  species 

bri!  this  organ  placed  in  the  fnmt,  so  as  to  look  of  echinus.*     Some  u\it\n  along  with  a  sinuous 

iirectly  f  jrward,  as  in  man  ;  others  have  it  so  motion  on  scales,  as  snakes  and  serpents ;  some 

pUeed,  as  to  t^e  in  nearly  a  whole  hrmispliere,  skim  through  the  air,  one  species  on  two  wings, 

■i  IB  birds,  hares  and  conies ;   some  have  it  another  on  f()ur ;  and  some  convey  themselves 

fasd,  and  others,  moveable  ;   some  have  two  with  speed  and  safety  by  the  help  of  their  webs, 

^obas  or  balls,  as  quadruped ;  some  havey&wr,  as  spiders ;  while  others  glide  with  agility  through 

M  vailv,  which  arc  fixed  in  their  horns  ;  some  the  waters  by  moans  of  their  tails  and  fins. — 

hn  tifht,  set  like  a  locket  of  diamonds,  as  But  it  would  require  volumes  to  eniunerato  and 

lyideri;  some  have  several  hundretbf  as  flics 

*  Bee  Lynnet's  notes  to  Lessor's  Irueeto-Tfteo- 

'  Specimens  of  all  these  species  are  to  be  seen  in  InerVt  who  also  mentions  that  these  Echini  have 

toaacnlflcent  eollectlont  In  the  Museum  of  Na-  1300  horns,  similar  to  those  of  snails,  which  they  can 

Mai  History  at  Paris.  put  out  and  draw  la  at  pleasora. 
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explain  all  the  known  Tarietiefl  which  disdnguuh  in  additkm  to   the  14,S00   adafrtatiani   itatatf 

the  different  species  of  animated  beings.  Besides  above,  that  there  are   10,000  veins  great  and 

the  varieties  of  the  species,  there  are  not,  per^  small,  10,000  arteries,  10,000  nerves,*  10001^ 

haps,  of  all  the  hundreds  of  millions  which  com*  gaments,  4000  lacteals  and  lymphaties,  100,0(0 

pose  any  one  species,  two  individuals  precisely  glands,  1,600,000,000    vesicles    in   the  hmfSy 

alike  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  they  may  1,000,000,000  scales,  and  200,000,000,000  of 

be  contemplated.  pores,  the  amount  woukl  be  202,000,1 48,200  dil^ 

As  an  example  of  the  numerous  parts  and  ferent  parts  and  adaptations  in  the  human  body ; 

functions  which  enter  into  the  construction  of  an  and  if  all  the  other  species  were  supposed  to  ba 

animal  fiiune,  it  may  be  stated,  that,  in  the  hu-  differently  organised,  aiKl  to  consist  of  a  simi* 

man  body  there  are  445  bones,  each  of  them  lar  number  of  partSj  this  number  multiplied  by 

having  forty  distinct  scopes  or  intentions ;  and  300,000,  the  supposed  number  of  specie*— lbs 

246  muscles,  each  having  ten  several  intentions ;  product  would  amount  to  60,780,044,760,000,000^ 

so  that  the  system  of  bones  and  muscles  alone  or  above  sixty  thousand  billions, — ^the  number 

includes  above  14,200  varieties,  or  different  in-  of  distinct  ideas,  conceptions  or  contrivmneea,  kl 

tentions    and    ad^tations.      But,  besides  the  relation  to  the  ainimal  world — anumberofwidoii 

bones  and  muscles,  there  are  hundreds  of  Iciuioftt  we  can  have  no  precise  conception,  and  wfaid^ 

and  Uganunti  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  them  to  limited  minds  like  ours,  seems  to  approxiinMte 

together ;  hundreds  of  nervea  ramified  over  the  to  something  like  infinity ;  but  it  may  tend  l» 

ySoAit  body  to  convey  sensation  to  all  its  parts ;  convey  a  rude  idea  of  the  endless  mokiplicity 

thousands  of  arteries  to  convey  the  blood  to  the  of  conceptions  which  pervade  the  Eternal  Mind, 

remotest  extremities,  and  thousands  of  vtitu  to  That  many  other  tribes  of  animated  natnrv 

bring  it  back  to  the  heart ;  thousands  of  laetMi  have  an  organixation  no  less  complicated  aai 

and  iKympAotie  vessels  to  absorb  nutriment  from  diversified  than  that  of  man,  will  appear  frofll 

the  food ;  thousands  of  glanda  to  secrete  hu-  the  following  statements  of  M.  Lyonet.    TUi 

mours  fi-om  the  blood,  and  of  emundoriea  to  celebrated  naturalist  wrote  a  treatise  on  oae 

throw  them  off  from  the  system — and,  besides  single  insect,  the  eonu*  eaterjrillary  which  Uvet 

many  other  parts  of  this  variegated  system,  and  oa  the  leaves  of  the  willow, — in  whidi  he  has 

functions  with  which  we  are  unacquainted,  there  shown,  fimn  the  anatomy  of  that  minute  aninnl, 

are  more  than  mxUen  hundred  miUiona  of  mem-  that  its  structure  is  almost  as  c<xnplicated  as  tfaH 

branous   cells   or  vetndei  connected  with  the  ofthe  human  body,  and  many  of  the  parts  whidi 

IftHgtf  more  than  two  kufulred  thouaand  miUioru  enter  into  its  organization  even  mote  Bumermis. 

of  pores  in  the  skin,  through  which  the  perspira^  He  has  found  it  necessary  to  employ  teSN^ 

tion  is  incessantly  flowing,  and  above  a  Vumaand  figures  to  explain  the  organization  of  ^  haad, 

mUUonM  of  scales,  which  according  to  Leeuwen-  ^ich  contain  228  different  muscles.    There  are 

hoek,  Baker,  and  others,  compose  the  cuticle  or  1647  muscles  in  the  body,  and  2066  in  the  is- 

outward  covet  mg  of  the  body.    We  have  also  to  testinal  tube,  making  in  all  S941  musdee;  or 

take  into  the  account,  the  compound  organs  of  nearly  nine  tiroes  the  number  of  muscles  id  ill* 

life,  the  numerous  parts  of  which  they  ccmsist,  human  body.     There  are  94  principal  nsisM 

and  the  diversified  functions  they  perform ;  such  which  divide  into    innumeraUe  rami/kmtimu, 

as  the  brain,  with  its  infinite  number  of  fibres  There  are  two  large  tracheal  arteries,  one  at 

and  numerous  functions  ;  the  Asort,  with  its  au-  the  right,  and  the  c^er  at  the  lef\  side  of  tbt 

ricles  and  ventricles;    the  stomach,  with  its  insect,  each  of  them  communicating  with  die  mir 

juices  and  muscular  coats;  the  liver ,  with  its  by  means  of  nine  spiracula.    Round  «u^  spirtf- 

lobes  and  glands ;  the  spfeen,  with  its  infinity  of  culum  the  trachea  pushes  forth  a  greM  Domber 

ceUs  and  membranes;    the  jNsicrcas,  with  its  of  branches,  which  are  again  divided  into  smaBer 

juice  and  numerous  glands ;  the  fcuineys,  with  ones,  and  these  further  subdivided  and  spread 

their  fine  capillary  tu^  ;  the  mtesftnet,  with  all  through  the  whole  body  of  the  caterpillar ;  thef 

their  turnings  and  convolutions ;  the  orgona  of  are  naturally  of  a  silver  colour,  and  mak«  a 

senss,  with  their  multifarious  connexions ;  the  beautiful  appearance.     The  principal  tndiMl 

mesentery,    the  gall-bladder,  the  ureters,  the  vessels  divide  into  1S26  different  brandies.   Ai 

pykMus,  the  duodenum,  the  blood,  the  bile,  the  this  complication  of  delicate  machinery^  widi 

lymph,  the  saliva,  the  chyle,  the  haks,  the  nails,  numerous  other  parts  and   organs,  are  «oaie 

and  numerous  other  parts  and  substances,  every  pressed  into  a  body  only  about  two  inehea  ia 

one  of  which  has  diversified  functions  to  per-  length. 

form.    We  have  also  to  take  into  consideration  •  j^  amazing  extent  of  the  ramlllcattoi  of  ttt 

Ite  number  qf  tdaaa  inchtded  in  the  ernm^smeiil  veins  and  nerves  may  be  jxidged  of  from  this  elroHKi 

and  emmerian  of  all  these  parts,  and  in  the  man-  !!???& ^ISiiifiS^iiif  (!?i;i'*/f^,2S*!S"SSS 

, .  ,  ^.                      _^  J  •  .               A  1^'  the  innnltely  tlner  lance  or  a  gnat  can  pWMi 

ner  m  which  they  are  ampaeted  mto  one  system  any  part  wtthout drawing  blood, and^osing  an  m> 

of  sssall  dimensions,  so  as  to  afford  free  soope  easy  sensation,  consequently  without  woundlnf^lB 

uMtik  wrie  ctkxMon,  we  were  to  suppoee^  msybeconsUersdasfttrbelowthelxaCk 
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'0rt  we  to  direct  our  attenticm  to  tho  vegct'*"  and  seein  to  r^ign  ovor  their  fellows  in  the  same 
^ligioakf  we  might  conlcm.ilaie  a  scontt  no  parterre,  other*  are  lowly  or  creep  along  the 
'VMgatod  and  astonishing  than  what  af>-  ground;  aume  exiiibit  the  most  dazzling  colour*, 
HI  the  aoiuoal  world.   There  have  alrea  iy  others  are  6iinf4e  and  blush  almost  unseen :  some 
^uoorered  more  than,^jr-«ur  ttuunnl  perfume   tlio  air   with  exquisite  odours,  while 
s  of  piaals,  speciin  ;ii4  of  all  whicli  may  bo  other*  only  plca»e  the  sight  with  their  beautiful 
in  (he   Museum  itf  Natural   lliUory  at  tints.     Notimiy  the  forms  and  colours  of  tlowers 
But  we  canu  >t  reck'^in  the  actual  nuin-  but  their  ycrjume*^  are  dilfereut.     The  odour 
ipecies  in  tho  earth  an.l  sea^  ai  less  than  of  iioutheniwood  ditfers  from  that  of  thyme,  that 
'Jtoe  kindred  thr^^-iui.     'i'ii.sy  are  uf  a!l  of  pcppermnii  from  balm,  and  that  of  the  daisy 
Gruiu  the  iaritible  fure*ls  wiiich  are  se.wi  from  the  hmm,  which  indicates  a  variety  in  their 
tea  of  mouldincis,  by  the  help  of  tiie  mi-  internal  structure,  aud  in  tho  juices  titat  circu- 
»e,  to  the  cocoai  of  Malabar  fidy  feet  in  late  within  them.     The  leave*  of  all  vegetables, 
^reoccy  and  the  banians,  who-te  shoots  like  the  skin  of  the  human  body,  are  diversified 
.  circutiif^>rence  of  five  acres  of  ^roimJ.  wi:h  a  multitude  of  extremely  tine  vessels,  and 
it  them  b  firuisheJ  with  a  complicated  an  astoni.-tliiiig  number  of  pin-ca.    In  a  kind  of 
of  vessels  for  the  circulation  of  it  jj  (ices,  box-tree  called  Poima  Certrrs,  it  has  beat  ob- 
retioo  of  its  O'iours,  and  other  important  sorvel  that  there  are  above  an  hundred  and  ar- 
ia some  what  analogous  to  those  of  aui-  vent^-tuv  thou»and  pores  on  one  single  side  \j/[ 
Almost  every  ve<{»*table  consists  of  a  the  leaf.    In  short,  the  wliole  eartli  is  covered 
unit,  braoches,  leaves,  skin,  bark,  pith,  witli  vegetable  life  in  such  profusion  and  variety 
lads,  or  system  of  arteries  and  veins,  a3  astonishes  the  cooteraplativo  mind.  -  Not  only 
Ur  perspiratioo,  flowers,  petals,  stamina,  the  fertile  plains,  but  the  rugged  mountains,  tlie 
wad-case,  seed,  fruit,  and  various  other  hardest  stones,  the  mo«t  barren  spots,  and  even 
mad  these  are  different  in  their  construe-  the  caverns  of  the  ocean,  are  diversified  witli 
id  appearance  in  the  different  species,  plants  of  various  kinds;  ami,  from  the  torrid  to 
>laBls,  a«  the  oak,  arc  distinguished  for  the  frigid  zone,  every  soil  and  every  climate  haa 
raagth  and  hardness ;  others,  as  the  ulm  plants  and  flowers  peculiar  to  itself.     To  attempt 
are  (ail  and  slender;  some  are  tall,  like  the  to  estimate  tlieir  number  and  variety  would  be 
f  Lebanon,  while  others  never  atta'm  to  to  attempt  to  dive  into  the  deptiis  of  infinity. 
isideraUtf  height ;  some  have  a  rough  and  Yet,  every  divtrrsiiy  in  the  species,  every  variety 
bvk,  wliiie  others  are  smooth  and  fine,  as  in  the  form  of  the  individuals,  and  even  every 
h,  (be  maple,  and  the  poplar ;  some  are  so  ditferonce  in  tiie  shade  and  combination  of  co> 
nd delicate  that  the  least  wind  may  over-  lour  in  flowers  of  the  same  ftpecios,  exhibits  a 
sm,  while  otliurs  can  reslit  the  vir>l«>nce  distmct  cqnception  which  must  have  existed  iu 
Dorthem  blasts ;  some  acquire  Uteir  full  tiie  Divine  Mind  before  the  vegetable  kingdom 
in  a  few  years,  while  others  grow  to  a  was  created. 

MU  heifjht  ani  size,  and  stand  unshaken  Were  we  to  take  a  survey  of  tlie  mineral  king- 
Ihelap^  of  centuries;  lomc  drop  tlieir  dom,  we  should  also  behold  a  striking  exhibition 
a  autumn,  an  i  remain  for  months  like  of  the  ''  manifold  wisdom  of  God.'*  It  is  true, 
I  trunks,  ivliiie  others  retain  their  verilure  indeed,  tliat  we  cannot  penetrate  into  the  inte- 
the  most  firiDU^  blasts  of  winter ;  soma  rior  recesjes  of  the  globe,  so  as  to  ascertain  the 
ivas  scarcely  an  inch  in  li'n^th  or  breadth,  substances  which  exist,  and  the  processes  which 
thers,  as  the  taUipot  of  Ceylon,  have  are  going  on  near  its  central  regions.  But, 
10  large  that  one  of  them,  it  is  said,  will  within  a  few  hundreds  of  fathoms  of  its  surface, 
Uleen  or  twenty  men  from  the  rain.  we  find  such  an  astonishing  diversity  of  mineral 
rarioty  in  the  vegetable  kingdom  in  re-  substances  as  clearly  shows,  that  its  internal 
tjhwert,  is  apparent  even  to  the  least  parts  have  been  coostructcd  on  the  same  plan  of 
t  observer.  Every  species  is  different  rviriety  as  that  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  king- 
other  in  the  form  and  hues  which  it  exhi-  doms.  In  the  classes  of  earthy^  $aline,  u^ftam' 
^  cama'ion  differs  from  the  rose,  the  mahUy  and  metaUie  fossils,  umler  which  mine- 
B  Ihe  tulip,  the  tulip  from  the  auricula,  ralogists  have  arranged  the  substances  of  the 
oda  firom  the  lily,  the  lily  from  the  nar-  mineral  kingdom,  arc  contained  an  immense 
lod  the  rununculuj  from  the  daisy.  At  number  of  genera  and  species.  Under  the  eorfA^ 
a  time  each  rununculus,  daisy,  rose  or  class  of  fossils  are  comprehended  diamonds,  chry- 
I  its  own  particular  character  and  beauty,  solites,  menilites,  garnets,  zeolites,  corundum^, 
ig  that  is  peculiar  to  itself,  and  in  tvhich  agates,  jaspers,  opals,  pearl-etones,  tripoli,  clay 
Higiiished  from  its  fellows.  In  a  bed  of  slate,  basalt,  lava,  chalk,  limestone,  ceylanite, 
hnee,  or  tulips,  for  example,  we  shall  strontian,  barytca,  celestine,  and  various  other 
find  two  individuals  that  have  precisely  substances.  The  soitnc  class  comprehends  such 
I  aspect,  or  present  the  stune  assemblage  substances  as  the  following,  natron  or  natural 
B.    Some  flowers  are  of  a  stately  size,  soda,  rock  salt,  nitre,  alum,  sal-ammoniac,  Ep- 
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•om  salt,  &c.    The  clan  of  ii\/lammabU  sub-  and  other  itones,  we  caimot  fail  to  be  struck  n 

stances  comprehends  sulphur,  carbon,  bitumen,  admiration,  not  only  at  the  exquisite  polish  i 

coal,  amber,  charcoal,  naphtha,  petroleum,  as-  the  deliqate  waring s  which  their  surfaces  p 

plialt,  caoutchouc,  mineral  tar,  &c.    The  vuitaUie  sent,  but  at  the  rariety  of  desi^  and  oolood 

class  comjirehends  plaiina,  gold,  silver,  mercury,  exhibited  eren  by  individuals  of  the  same  ■ 

copper,  iron,  lead,  tin,  bismuth,  zinc,  antimony,  cies.  the  latent  beauties  and  diversities  of  fiti 

cobalt,  nickel,  manganese,  molybdenum,  srsenic,  require  the  assistance  of  a  mioroecope  to  d 

schecle,  menachanite,  uran,  silvan  chromium,  cem,  and  are  beyond  the  efforts  of  the  moat4 

luQgsicn,  uranium,  titanium,  tellurium,  sodium,  quisite  pencil  fully  to  imitate. 

potassium,  &c.     All  these  mineral  substances  Not  only  in  tlie  objects  which  are  visiUe 

are  distinguished  by  many  varieties  of  species,  the  unassisted  eye,  but  also  in  tfwe  which  t 

Tiiere  are  nght  genera  of  earthy  ^Msils.     One  oniy  be  perceived  by  the  Adp  of  mkro»cape$f  is  i 

of  these  genera,  the^Itni,  contains  34  species,  characteristic  of  vuriety  to  be  seen.      In  i 

besides  numerous  varieties,  such  as  chrysobe*  scales  of  fishes,  for  example,  we  perceive  ui 

ryls,  topazes,  agates,  beryls,  quartz,  emery,  finite  number  of  diversified  specimens  of^ 

diamond  spar,  He.    Another  genus,  the  eU^,  most  curious  workmanship.    Some  of  theaei 

contains  32  species,  such  as  opal,  pitch-stone,  of  a  longish  form,  some  round,  some  triangah 

felspar,  black  chalk,  mica,  hornblende,  he.  and  some  square ;  in  short,  of  all  imaginable  varil 

another,  the  eofe,  contains  20  species,  as  lime-  of  shapes.    Some  are  armed  with  sharp  pricldl 

stone,  chalk,  slate,  spar,  fluor,  marie,  boracile,  as  in  the  perch  and  sole  ;  some  have  smoi 

lo4m,  &9.     There  are  ten  species  of  sifoer,  five  edges,  as  in  the  tench  and  cod-fish;    and  ev 

•fmercwyi  seventeen  of  copper,  fourteen  of  mm,  in  the  same  fish  there  is  a  ctmsiderable  varieC 

ten  f^Uadf  six  of  antimtmy,  three  ofbismuth,  &c.  for  the  scales  taken  from  the  belly,  the  bads,  I 

All  the  bodies  of  the  mineral  kingdtnn  differ  fi'om  sides,  the  head  and  other  parts,  are  all  diffcM 

one  another  as  to  figure,  transparency,  hardness,  fitNB  each  other.    In  the  scale  of  a  perch  % 

lustre,  ductility,  texture,  structure,  feel,  sound,  perceive  one  piece  of  delicate  mechanism,  in  i 

smell,  taste,  gravity,  and  their  magnetical  and  scale  of  a  haddock  another,  and  in  the  scale  i 

•lectrical  properties ;  and  they  exhibit  almost  a  sole,  beauties  difiTerent  fix>m  both.    We  fii 

•very  variety  of  colour.    Some  of  those  stib-  some  of  them  ornamented  with  a  imxttgisi 

stances  are  sofi  and  pulverable,  and  serve  as  a  number  of  concentric  flutiogs,  tao  near  eai 

bed  for  the  nourishment  of  vegetables,  as  black  other  and  too  fine  to  be  easily   enumeralei 

earth,  chalk,  clay,  and  marl.    Some  are  solid,  These  flutlngs  are  fi'cquently  traversed  by  othe 

as  lead  and  iron ;  and  some  are  fluid,  as  mer-  diverging  from  the  centre  of  the  scale,  and  pfi 

cury,  sodium,  and  potassium.    Some  are  brittle,  ceeding  from  thence  in  a  straight  line  to  thed 

as  antimony  and  bismuth,  and  some  are  mallea-  ctunference.   On  every  fish  there  are  many  thoi 

ble,  as  silver  and  tin.     Some  are  subject  to  the  sands  of  these  variegated  pieces  of  mechanisfl 

attraction  of  the  magnet,  others  are  conductors  The  hairs  on  the  bodies  of  all  animals  are  fouat 

of  the  electric  fire;  some  are  easily  fusible  by  by  the  microscope,  to  be  composed  of  a  numbc 

heat,  others  will  resist  the  strongest  heat  of  our  of  extremefy  miniUe  tu6es,  each  of  which  has 

common  fires.    Some  are  extremely  ductile,  as  round  bulbous  root,  by  which  it  imbibes  its  pn 

pUUinaf  the  heaviest  of  the  metals,  which  has  per  nourishment  from  the  adjacent  humours,  tl 

been  drawn  into  wires  less  than  the  two  thou-  these  are  all  different  in  different  animals.  Hall 

sandth  part  of  an  inch  in  diameter, — and  gold,  taken  from  the  head,  the  eye-brows,  the  nostril 

the  parts  of  which  are  are  so  fine  and  expansi-  the  beard,  the  hand,  and  other  parts  of  the  bodjj 

ble,  that  an  ounce  of  it  is  sufficient  to  gild  a  sil-  are  unlike  to  each  other,  both  in  the  constni 

ver  wire  more  than  1300  miles  long.  tion  of  the  roots  and  the  hairs  themselves,  ll 

In  order  to  acquire  the  most  impressive  idea  appear  as  varied  as  plants  (^tbe  same  genus  bi 

of  the  mineral  kingdom,  we  must  visit  an  exten-  of  different  species.     The  parts  of  which  tl 

■ive  mineralogical  museum,  where  the  spectator  feathera  of  birds  are  composed,  afford  a  beaai 

will  be  astonished  both  at  tho  beau^  and  the  ful  variety  of  the  most  exquisite  workmcnshl 

infinite  diversity  which  the  Creator  has  exhibit-  There  is  scarcely  a  feather  but  contoiiis  a  UK 

ed  in  this  department  of  nature.    Here  it  may  lion  of  distinct  parts,  every  one  of  them  regnlai' 

be  also  noticed,  that  not  only  the  external  aspect  shaped.    Ih  a  small  fibre  of  a  goose-quill,  mat 

of  minftrals,  but  also  the  interior  cot^guraUan  of  than  1200  downy  branches  or  small  leaves  ha.i 

many  of  them,  displays  inntraierablft  beauties  been  counted  on  each  side,  and  eadi  appear^ 

and  varieties.    A  rough  dark-looking  pebble,  divided  into  T6  or  13  small  joints.    A  small  pC 

which  to  an  incurious  eye  appears  only  like  a  of  the  feather  of  a  peacock,  one-thirtieth  or  I 

fragment  of  common  rock,  when  cut  asunder  and  inch  in  length,  appears  no  less  beaotifal  thaa  tt 

polishsd,  presents  an  assemblage  of  the  finest  whole  feather  does  to  the  naked  eye,  exhifailli 

veins  and  most  iMiUiant  colours.    If  we  go  into  a  multitude  of  bright  shining  parts,  reSectiiig  ftn 

a  lapidary's  shop  and.  take  a  leisurely  survey  of  one  odour  and  Uien  another  in  the  meet  tIi^ 

Us  jiipen,  topasee,  cornelians,  agatee-,  geraeti,  manner.    The  wngn  of  dl  kind  of  ineerti,  l» 
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u  nfiniio  Towty,  no  less  captivating  round  white  spot"    This  gives  vm  an  idea  of 

ttud  thao  pleasing  to  the  eye.     They  tiie  exisicnce  of  sheU-fish  which  are  invisible  to 

treogthened  and  msteoded  by  the  finest  Uie  naked  eye,  and,  consequently,  smaller  than 

kI  corered  with  the  lightest  membranes,  a  mite. 

'  them  are  adorned  with  neat  and  beau-  The  variety  of  Torras  in  which  animal  U/t 
Mrs,  and  many  of  them  provided  with  appears,  in  those  invisible  departments  of  crea- 
t  articuiatiims  and  fokhngii  for  the  wings,  tion  which  the  microscope  has  enabled  us  to  e.\- 
*y  are  withdrawn  and  about  to  be  fiided  plore,  is  truly  wonderful  and  astonishing.  IVlicro> 
:ir  cases.  The  thin  membranes  <£  the  scopic  animals  are  so  different  from  those  of  tlio 
ipear  beautifoUy  diTaricaied  with  thoti-  larger  kinds,  that  scarcely  any  analogy  seems  lo 
r  tinle  points,  like  silver  studs.  The  exicii  between  them;  and  one  would  be  almost 
'■MBe  flies  are,>ttaqf, as  the  dragon-Ay;  tempted  to  suppose  that  they  lived  in  conse- 
rve them  stuck  over  with  short  bnatU*,  gueace  of  laws  directly  opposite  to  those  which 
leaMij ;  some  have  rows  of  featiiers  preserve  man  and  the  other  larger  animals  iu 
Mr  lidges,  and  borders  round  their  edge,  existence.  When  we  endeavour  to  explore  this 
Its ;  sooMB  have  hairs  and  others  have  region  of  animated  nature,  we  feel  as  if  we  were 
aeed  with  the  greatest  regularity  and  entering  on  the  confines  of  a  new  world,  and 
In  the  wings  of  moths  and  butterflies  surveying  a  new  race  of  sentient  existence.  The 
)  OMlliaiis  of  sradU  feathers  of  different  number  of  these  creatures  exceeds  all  human 
liversififld  with  the  greatest  variety  of  calcuiatian.  Many  hundreds  of  species,  all  diC- 
id  vivid  colours,  eadi  of  them  so  small  fcring  in  their  forms,  habits,  and  motions,  have 
akogedmrinvirible  to  the  naked  eye.  ab'esdy  been  detected  and  described,  but  we 
mom  of  all  plants  and  flowers  ^on  ex-  have  reason  to  believe,  that  by  far  the  greater 
tf  the  microsoope,  are  found  to  be  full  part  is  unexplored,  and  perhaps  for  ever  hui  from 
■araible  ramifiouions  that  coirvey  the  the  view  of  man.  They  are  of  all  shapes  and 
riejinceato  the  pores,  and  to  consist  of  forms  :  some  of  them  appear  like  minute  atoms, 
fmaoa  and  Kgneous  fibres,  interwoven  some  like  globes  and  spheroids,  some  like  hand- 
rioo^  aad  aidavable  mumec  The  bells,  some  like  wheels  turning  on  an  axis,  some 
loaf,  even  one  which  is  little  more  than  like  double-headed  monsters,  some  like  cylin- 
» the  naked  eye,  is  found  to  be  thus  di-  ders,  some  have  a  worni4ike  appearance,  some 
i,  and  the  variogatioDS  are  different  in  have  horns,  some  reserikUe  sifrls,  some  are  liko 
M  dfdiSerent  vegetables. ^il  transvene  long  hairs,  150  tunes  as  long^  as  they  are  broad, 
faftmii  not  more  than  one-fourth  of  an  some  like  spires  and  cupolas,  some  like  fishes, 
liameter,  displays  such  beauties  and  va-  and  some  like  animated  vegetables.  Some  of 
hrough  a  powerfiil  microscope,  as  can-  them  are  almost  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  and 
cocceived  without  ocular  inspection,  some  so  small  that  the  breadth  cf  a  human  hair 
obcr  of  pores,  of  all  sizes,  amounting  to  would  cover  fifty  or  a  hundred  of  them,  and 
4  of  thousands  (which  appear  to  be  the  others  so  minute,  that  millions  of  millions  of  them 
f  the  plant  cut  asunder,)  the  beautiful  might  be  contained  within  the  compass  of  a 
ley  assume,  and  the  radial  and  circular  square  inch.  In  every  pond  and  ditch,  and 
itioos  they  present,  are  truly  astonish-  almost  in  every  puddle,  in  the  infusions  of  pepper, 
I  every  distinct  species  of  plants  exhibits  straw,  grass,  oats,  hay  and  other  vegetables,  in 
nt  configaration.  I  have  counted  in  a  paste  and  vinegar,  and  in  the  water  found  in 
nioB  of  a  plant,  of  the  size  now  stated,  oysters,  on  almost  every  plant  and  flower,  and  in 
lial  lines,  each  containmg  about  250  the  rivers,  seas  and  oceans,  these  creatures  art: 
-eat  and  small,  which  amount  to  (me  mi/-  found  in  such  numbers  and  variety  as  almopt 
hundred  andjifty  thousand  of  these  va-  exceed  our  conception  or  belief.  A  class  of 
apertures. — Even  the  particles  of  mnd  these  animals,  called  JSuduacB.,  has  been  found 
tea-shore,  and  on  the  banks  of  rivers,  so  numerous  as  to  discolour  the  ocean  itseiC 
the  size,  form,  and  colour  of  their  grains ;  Captain  Scoresby  found  the  number  in  tlie  olivo- 
ing  transparent,  others  opaque,  some  green  sea  to  bo  immense.  A  cubic  inch  contains 
Tugh  and  others  smooth  surfaces ;  some  sixty-four,  and  consequently  a  cubic  mile  would 
Heal  or  oval,  and  some  pyramidal,  co-  contain  23,888,000,000,000,000;  so  that,  if  one 
pritmatical.  Mr.  Hook,  happening  to  person  should  count  a  million  in  seven  days,  it 
ne  grains  of  white  sand  through  his  mi-  would  have  required  tliat  80,000  persons  should 
,  hit  upon  one  of  the  grains  which  was  have  started  at  the  creation  of  the  world  to  have 
ihaped  and  wreathed  like  a  shell,  though  completed  the  enumeration  at  the  present  time. 
>  larger  than  the  point  of  a  pin.  "  It  Yet,  all  the  minute  animals  to  which  we  now 
id  the  shell  of  a  small  water-^nail,  and  allude  are  furnished  with  numerous  organs  of 
re  wreathings,  all  growing  proportiona-  life  as  well  as  the  larger  kind,  some  of  their  in- 
98S  than  the  other  towards  tiie  middle  or  temal  movements  are  distinctly  visible,  their 
'the  shell,  where  there  was  a  very  small  motions  are  evidently  voluntary ^  and  some  of 
03 


98 


ON  THE  GENERAL  DIFFUSION  OF  KNOWLEDGE. 


them  appear  to  be  possessed  of  a  considerable 
degree  of  sagacity,  and  to  be  fond  of  each  other's 
society.* 

In  short,  it  may  be  affirmed  without  the  least 
hesitation,  that  the  beauties  and  varieties  which 
exist  in  those  regions  of  creation  which  are  in> 
visible  to  the  unassisted  eye,  are  far  more  nu- 
merous than  all  that  appears  to  a  common  ol)- 
server  in  the  vii^ible  economy  of  nature.  How 
far  tliis  scene  of  creating  Power  and  Intelligence 
may  extend  beyond  the  range  of  our  microscopic 
instruments,  it  is  impossible  for  mortals  to  deter- 
mine; for  the  finer  our  glasses  are,  and  the 
higher  the  magnifying  powers  we  apply,  the 
more  numerous  and  varied  are  the  objects  which 
they  exhibit  to  our  view.  And  as  the  largest 
telescope  is  insufficient  to  convey  our  views  to 
the  boundaries  of  the  great^miverse,  so  we  may 
justly  conclude,  that  the  most  powerful  micros- 
cope that  has  been  or  ever  will  be  constructed, 
will  be  altogether  insufficient  to  guide  our  views 
to  the  utmost  limits  of  the  descending  scale  of 
creation.  But  what  we  already  know  of  these 
unexplored  and  inexplorabie  regions,  gives  us  an 
amazing  conception  of  the  intelligence  and  wis- 
dom of  the  Creator,  of  the  immensity  of  his 
nature,  and  of  the  infinity  of  ideas  which,  during 
every  portion  of  past  duration,  must  bav«  been 
present  before  his  AU-Comprchensive  Mind. 
What  an  immense  space  in  the  scale  of  animal 
life  intervenes  between  an  animalcule  which 
appears  (miy  the  sire  of  a  visible  point,  when 
magnified  500,000  times,  and  a  whale,  a  hun- 
dred feet  long  and  twenty  broad !  The  proportion 
of  bulk  between  the  one  of  these  beings  and  the 
other  is  nearly  as  34,560,000,000,000,000,000 
to  1 .  Yet  all  the.  intermediate  space  is  611ed 
tip  with  animated  beings  of  every  form  and  order ! 
A  similar  variety  obtains  in  the  vegetable  king- 
dom, it  has  been  calculated,  that  some  plants 
which  grow  on  rote  leaves,  and  other  shrulkB,  are 
so  small  that  it  would  require  more  than  a  thou- 
sand of  them  to  equal  in  bulk  a  single  plant  of 
mou ;  and  if  we  compare  a  stem  of  moss,  which  is 

'  The  following  extract  from  Mr.  Baker's  descrip- 
tion of  the  hair-like  animaicule  will  illustrate  some 
of  these  positions.  A  small  quantity  of  the  matter 
containing  these  animalcules  having  been  put  into 
a  Jar  of  water,  It  so  happened,  that  one  part  went 
down  immediately  to  the  bouom,  while  the  ntlier 
continued  floating  on  the  top.  'When*  things  had 
remained  for  some  time  in  this  condition,  each  of 
these  swamu  of  animalcules  began  to  grow  weary 
of  its  situation,  and  had  a  mind  to  change  its  quar- 
ters. Both  armies,  therefore,  set  out  at  the  same 
time,  the  one  proceeding  upwards  and  the  other 
downwanls ;  so  that  after  some  time  they  met  in  the 
middle.  A  desire  of  knowing  how  they  would  be. 
have  on  this  occasion,  engaged  tlie  observer  to 
watch  them  carefully ;  and  to  his  surprise,  he  saw 
the  army  that  was  marching  uuwurds,  open  to  the 
right  and  left,  to  make  room  ror  those  that  were 
descending.  Thus,  without  confusion  or  Intermix- 
tore,  each  held  on  its  way ;  the  army  that  was  going 
up  marching  in  two  columns  to  the  top,  and  the 
otiier  proceeding  In  one  column  to  the  bottom,  as  if - 
tMb  had  been  ondar  tbe  direction  of  wiss  iMdcn. 


generally  not  above  l-60th  of  an  inch,  with 
of  the  large  trees  fai  Guinea  and  Brazil  oftwM* 
ty  feet  diameter,  we  shall  find  tbe  bulk  of  fbs 
one  will  exceed  that  of  the  other  no  less  dm 
2,985,984,000,000  times,  which  multiplied  bf 
lOOO  wiU  produce  8,985,984,000,000,000,  Iks 
number  of  times,  which  the  large  tree  ezceedl 
the  rose-leaf  plant.     Yet  this  immense  inteml 
is  filled  up  with  plants  and  trees  of  every  form  lad 
size !     With  good  reason,  then,  may  we  adopt 
the  language  of  the  inspired  writers, — "HoW 
manifold  arc  thy  works,  O  Lord !     In  vtisdoD 
hast  thou  made  them  all.    O  the  depth  of  Iks 
richec  both  of  the  wisdom  and  the  knowledge  (i 
God !  Marvellous  things  doth  He  which  we  ets* 
not  comprehend."* 


*  The  figures  of  microscopical  otdects  contalMd 
m  tbe  engravings  Nos.  I.  and  11.,  win  convey  a  ndi 
idea  of  some  of  the  objects  to  which  I  have  now  •!• 
luded. 

No.  I.  Fig.  1.  represents  the  ecaie  of  a  tle-lA  U 
it  appears  throuirh  a  good  microscope.  CDEF,  n- 
presents  that  part  of  the  scale  which  appean  os  (kl 
outside  of  the  fish,  and  ABCD,  the  part  which  In- 
heres to  the  skin,  lieing  Airrowed,  that  it  may  Mi 
the  footer.  It  is  terminatetl  by  pointed  spikes,  eveu 
alternate  one  being  longer  than  the  inteijacentoMS. 
Fig.  s,  is  tbe  scale  of  a  haddock,  Which  appears  di> 
varlcated  like  a  piece  of  net-work.  Fig.  8,  reptt* 
sents  a  small  portion  or  fibre  of  ihb  fmOter  ef  apt 
cock,  only  i  -aeth  of  an  inch  in  extent,  as  it  appMntH 
the  niicrodcope.  Tlie  small  fibres  of  these  featbeD 
appear,  through  this  instrument,  no  less  beautUtf 
than  the  whole  feather  does  to  the  naked  eye.  EMii 
of  tlie  sprigs  or  hairs  on  each  side  of  the  fibre,  as  CSN 
DC,  api)ears  to  consist  of  a  muliitudeof  Mgbt  sMtt* 
ing  parts  whirh  are  a  congeries  of  small  plates,  si 
eee,  Ac.  The  under  sides  of  each  of  these  plates  sM 
very  dark  and  opaque,  reflecting  all  the  ray*  throws 
upon  them  like  the  foil  of  a  looking-glass ;  but  their 
upper  sides  seem  to  conslet  uf  a  multitude  of  ezceid' 
iugly  thm  plated  bodies,  lying  close  U)ffetlier,  wkkki 
by  various  positions  of  the  light,  reflect  first  oBl 
colour  and  then  another,  in  a  most  vivid  and  wfif- 
prising  manner.  Fig.  4.  6, 6, 7,  represent  sodM  of 
the  dlflfereDt  kinds  of  feathers  which  constitme  tk* 
dust  which  adheres  to  the  wings  of  moths  and  \tfir 
terflies,  and  whirh,  in  the  microscope,  appear  ttnges 
with  a  variety  of  colours.  Each  of  these  feathen  K 
an  object  so  sornll  as  to  be  scarcely  perceptible  to  th* 
naked  eye. 

Expkination  of  thejlgttrt»  on  No.  /J.->Ftg.  1.  !•* 
presents  a  mite,  which  has  eight  legs,  with  five  Of 
six  Joints  in  each,  two  feelers,  a  sxr4all  head  in  mo- 
portion  to  its  body,  a  sharp  snout  and  moath  nk^ 
that  of  a  mole,  and  two  little  eyes.  The  body  Is  of  M^ 
oval  form,  wlUi  a  number  of  hairs  like  bristles  fts^ 
suing  from  It,  and  the  legs  terminate  in  two  hooike» 
claws.  Fig.  Q.  represents  a  microscopic  aalm»^ 
which  was  found  in  on  Infusion  of  anemonm.  *th^ 
surface  of  its  back  is  covered  with  a  fine  mask  in  tb4 
form  of  a  hvmaii  face,  it  has  three  feet  on  each  std0i 
and  a  tail  whirh  comes  out  from  under  tlra  maslc< 
Fig.  3,  is  an  aniwnlculu  found  in  tl»e  infusion  of  eld 
hay.  A,  shows  the  head,  with  the  mouth  opened 
wide,  and  its  lips  fumli'hed  with  numerous  hair*  \ 
B,  is-its  forked  tail,  D,  its  intestines,  and  C,  lubauti 
which  maybe  seen  in  regular  motion.  TbeclrcuMk' 
fercnre  of  the  budy  appears  indented  like  the  teeCB 
of  a  saw.  FiK.  4.  shows  the  Whetl  ayrfmal  or 
tUtUa.  It  is  found  in  rain  water  that  has  stood  i 
days  in  leaden  gutters,  or  in  hollows  of  lead  on 
tops  of  houses.  The  most  remarkable  part  of 
anim.ilcula  is  its  toheei  tcork,  which  consists  i)i  two 
semicircular  instnunents,  round  the  edges  of' 
many  little  flbriUse  move  theakielveB  veiy  ' 
■ometimes  with  a  kind  of  roittlon,  wd  i 
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le  tKimmU.  aapeet  ofnaturt^  as  it  ap- 
superfVcial  ob«enrer,  prcscnis  a  scene 
The  ranges  oTmouotaiua  wirh  sum- 
fercat  heights  and  sliapes,  the  hills 
9,  the  giem  aud  dells,  the  \«:aviiij; 
ich  appear  on  the  fuce  of  every  lauil-> 

dark  hues  of  the  forests,  tlie  verdure 
Is,  the  towerine  dilfs,  the  rugfod  pre- 
e  rills,  the  rivers,  the  cataracts,  the 
seas ;  the  gulphs,  tlie  bays  and  peniu- 
I  aumerous  islaods  of  every  form  and 
\i  diversify  the  surface  oS  the  ocean, 
ousaoda  of  shff.dcs  of  cokmrius  which 
I  every  part  of  soblunary  nature,  pre- 
oe  of  diversified' beauty  and  sublimity 
?  of  every  beholder. — And  if  we  Itfi 
to  the  regions  of  the  firmament,  we 
«h«ki  a  scene  of  sublimity  and  gran- 
ted with  variety.  The  sun  himself 
iversified  with  spots  of  various  shc^ies 
,  some  a  hundred,  some  a  thousazid, 
ten  thousand  miles  in  diameter — indi- 
eratioBs  and  changes  of  amazing  ez- 

ahaost  every  new  revolution  on  his 
ints  iM  with  new  aad  varied  clusters, 
met  in  the  aolar  system  differs  from 


amitbcr  in  its  size,  in  its  spheroidal  shape,  in  its 
diuniui  rutatiuu,  in  the  aspect  of  its  surface,  in 
the  cousttitulion  of  its  atmosphere,  in  the  num- 
ber of  moons  \%ith  which  it  is  surrounded,  in  the 
nature  uf  its  seasons,  in  its  distance  from  tlie 
sun,  in  the  eccentricity  of  its  orbit,  in  the  period 
of  ltd  annual  revolution,  and  in  the  proportion 
it  receives  of  light  and  heat.  Kver\  cuinet,  too, 
ditiVrii  iruni  another  in  its  form  and  magnitude, 
in  tlie  extent  of  ii«i  nucleus  and  luil,  in  Uie  period 
uf  it«  revolution,. in  the  swifmess  of  its  motion, 
and  ui  the  figure  of  the  curve  it  desccilies  around 
the  sun ;  and  ''  one  star  diflereih  from  another 
star  in  glory."  But  could  we  transport  ourselves 
to  the  surfaces  of  these  distant  orbs,  and  sturvej 
every  part  of  their  constitution  and  arrange- 
ments, we  should,  doubile«s,  behold  beauties 
aud  varieties  of  divine  workmanship  far  more 
numerous,  and  suicpassing  every  thing  tliat  ap- 
pears in  our  sublunary  system.  We  have  every 
reason  to  l»tflievo,  from  the  infinite  nature  of  the 
Diviniiy,  and  from  what  we  actually  behold, 
that  the  mectionism  and  arrangements  of  every 
world  in  tlie  universe  are  all  dMerent  from  eacli 
other ;  and  we  find  that  this  is  actually  the  cas«, 
in  BO  far  as  our  observations  extend.      The 


ling  or  vthratory  manner.  Bometiraes  the 
m  to  be  eatlre  circles,  with  leirth  like 
be  balince-whee i  of  a  watch :  hnt  their 
es  accordiaie  to  the  degree  of  their  pro- 
id  seeoLB  to  deiwnd  upon  the  will  or  the 
df ;  a,  Is  the  hca<l  ami  heels ;  b.  Is  the  heart, 
ystole  aitd  dl-uitole  are  plainly  vtsib'.c,  niid 
ite  iBotioiui  of  lontnu'tian  aiul  (UlHUiiun 
oied  with  grc:u  Btrciicth  un<l  vii^our  In 
TLfoet  time  as  the  ptilsntian  of  a  mnirit  ar- 
%  aninial  assuif'*.-^  vitrlna?  shaiies.  ouo  of 
spreircnteil  at  lie  5,  ami  iM^nciuc^occisiun* 
tor  all  the  other  parts  of  ilw;  body. 
pn*<icuts  an  insrts  with  ttetAlkr  arms.  It 
II  r:u(4-:wIC8  where  the  \vat«'r  niiis  vcr>' 
irfuly  a])|)e:ir$  iruriously  tiime.l  :i«  on  a 
:ii  the  tail  are  lhre<!  sharp  snines,  l*y 
iM«il»eirKndKt:in<1i*upri!;)iT  Ir.tii*' v.iter; 
ist  ••ari(»ii#  apiK^nrus  is  iil^iut  lis  head, 
„<  luniKhed  wllh  two  in^strutuiMits,  like 
t-«.  which  !«ervefu  pmvitle  lts.f(VMl.  Th»-M; 
ly  spread*  out  and  dniwii  in  a(;:iin.  ar*'!, 
\Mi  up.  il»«y  are  f<ildcd  li»ijethi»r  wuh  die 
cf}  aihJ  KXacfm**?*.  U'|i»'n  ihis  r nature 
m|)tov  iis  nei:^,  it  tlin-its  om  a  jwiii  of  >h:irp 
ptrts  on  I  (liffi'reut  ap|)eaninou.  as  iii  flv. 
l■^  iihown  lu.vciiiil-jil  Alutut  400tiiii«!s.  Fii:. 
presentation  of  aii  aiiit»;ilnil:i  found  in 
»n  of  the  balk  of  an  fnik.  Its  ImkIv  is  rem- 
veral  rtnjslets,  that  enter  one  Into' another, 
nal  contracts  It.sclf.  At  «  6,  are  two  Ups 
with  noovealile  hairn  ;  ti  p*i«lies  out  of  its 
tout  c.onip<>i»cd  of  several  pieces  shoathM 
\tr,SA  at  f.  A  kiuiJ  of  horn,  «/,  \*  :<oiiie- 
nuied  txitm  the  breast,  coiniio.<e(l  Of  furlKJ- 
h  s4ide  inrto  one  another  like  the  drawnrs 
t  telexcoi>e.  Fur. «,  In  another  uninialcula. 
^c  same  infusion,  c-illcil  -Aifftiohr,  with  an 
tail.  It  stretrhcK  om  and  contractH  itself 
y,  soractimes  asRurolue;  a  round  tlRure, 
irtuins  only  for  a  moment,  then  opens  ltd 
iiiuri'rl^l«i?  width,  fonninp  nearly  thccir- 
e  of  a  circle.  Us  motion  i-;  vcr}-  Kurprislny 
AT.  Fig.  10,  is  an  anlmalouU,  called  great 
ileh  U  fouiul  in  several  infusions.  Its 
es  up  half  the  length  of  iu  body ;  its  inside 
th  darkish  spots,  and  its  hinder  part  ter- 
ithA  siofolar  tail.    Fie.  lur^presenUtba 


protnu,  so  named  on  account  of  its  asstmiing  asrest 
number  uf  different  tthajjcs.  ltd  most  c<iimuoii  sha|)e 
boars  a  resemblance  to  that  of  a  swiin,  an<1  it 
awiins  to  and  fro  with  (;reat  vivacity.  When  It  is 
al.inaed,  R  suddenly  dr.vws  in  its  ioiiR  neck,  trans> 
forming  itself  into  the  shaiic  rc|)rcsemc«l  at  m,  an4, 
at  other  times  it  puts  fonn  a  new  hcuil  and  neck 
with  a  kiiid  of  wImwI  niachlnery,  as  at  n.  Fi;.  l*^ 
e.\liibit«  a  epecirs  of  aniwakula  slui|Mii  like  bells 
with  Icuuf  laih,  by  which  they  fjisteii  themselves  to 
the  nK»l.-<  of  da':k  rrcrd.  in  which  they  were  found. 
'JMtcy  iiwcll  Iu  coloiile.4,  foeui  t<;n  to  tifieen  in  num- 
ber. Fi^'.  13,  Is  Itwg^loie  a/iitnal,  which  api)«^ars  ex* 
actly  gloimlnr,  havlnt;  no  apj»earuice  of  cither  head, 
tail  or  r:ns.  IT  Jiioves  in  all  oirectlons,  forwards  or 
bai  kwardri,  up  or  dowii^eitlicr  rolling  over  and  over 
like  a  bowl,  ^^piiunnR  honzontnlly  like  a  to[i,  or  (flid- 
1ji;<  aloiii,'  .smooihiy  without  turning  i»M;lf  at  all. 
When  it  pUsises,  it  can  turn  round,  .is  it  were  upon 
an  axis  very  niiu'ily  witliout  removing,'  out  of  its 
plu'  (^.  It  IS  tran-^pareut,  e>cept  where  the  clrciiliir 
black  ^pofs  Hf'^  Khown  ;  It  Mnnetlmes  appeans  as  if 
Ooiied  HJ-.h  poutt?,  au'lbesvl  wj'h  short  movcalMC 
hairs  or  bristU  «.  wlii«h  arc  probably  tut  in^iruuienu 
ty  which  liH  motions  are pci formed.  Fic.  14,  shows 
a  species ot  lutlm.ilrohr  cail«<il  aoliit,  fouiid  in  infu- 
sioiiK  of  ,*tiuw  uiid  the  i:xr&  of  wheat;  o,  is  the 
Di')uth,  whifii  i.s  Homellmes  cxtomled  to  a  K^eal 
width,  p,  is  the  tail.  Fi^.  IS,  reuresrnts  an  anlmiU 
found  ui  ail  infa^ion  uf  citron  flowers.  Its  head  Is 
very  iihort,  u:id  :ulorned  with  two  horns  like  those 
of  a  deer;  it*  hotly  appears  to  bi?  (ovcjred  wll!i 
Si'alo.s,  an-J  its  tail  leaf;,  and  swift  in  motiim.  Fi^. 
IS,  represents  th<'  €tl»  which  are  found  in  paste  and 
stale  vinegar.  Tlio  most  reui:irkable  property  of 
these  animals  is,  that  they  are  vlviparout.  If  one 
of  theui  is  cut  thraii^b  near  tlie  mhldle,  several  ovril 
bodies  of  ditterent  si/.es  issue fortli.  which  arc  youn,; 
antruilio'.,  each  coiled  uii  in  its  pro)»er  membrane. 
An  hundriMl  and  upwards  uf  the  young  ones  have 
been  setrn  to  issue,  froui  the  boily  of  one  single  eel, 
which  accounts  for  their  prudi^ious  increase. 

It  may  not  Ik  impn»i)er  t«)  remark,  that  no  en- 
gravini;  cui  vive  an  adequate  idea  of  the  objects 
roferreil  to  atwve,  and,  therefore,  whoever  wishes 
to  inspect  nature  in  all  her  minute  beauties  and 
varieties,  must  bave  recourse  to  the  misroMOP* 
itself. 


9* 


•«  / 


:? 


ino  ON  THE  GENERAL  DTFFX7SI0N  OF  KNOWLEDGE. 

tnooo  18  the  principal  orb  on  whose  surface  par-  impiiei;  an  exertion  of  power  which 

ficular  obscnrationt  can  be  made;  and  we  find  finite  comprehension ; — liow  much  more  the  creap 

thai  itfl  armngements  are  materialty  difiurent  tion  and  arraiiigcmcnt  of  such  a  vast  multipUciiy 

fn^nfi  thoee  of  the  earth.     It  has  no  large  rivers,  of  objects  as  ihose.  to  whicli  we  have  just  now 

fcas,  or  oceans,  nor  clouds  such  as  ours  to  di-  adverted!     For,  a!I  that  immense  variety  cf 

versify  its  atmosphere.     It  has  mountains  and  beings  which  exists  in  the  animal,  ve|;etable, 

plains,  hills  and  vales,  insulated  rocks  and  ca-  and  mineral  kin^oms,  and  in  the  invu»ib!e  ic- 

\erns  of  every  size  and  shape;  but  the  form  and  gions  which  the  microscope  has  ex])Iured,  evii.- 

aTongcment  of  all  tliese  objects  arc  altogether  ces  the  omnipotence  of  the  Deity,  no  less  tl.un 

dtfTcrcnt  from  what  obtains  in  our  terrestrial  his  tvisdom  and  intelligence.     Hut  the  magni' 

Vfihere. — While,  on  our  globe,  the   ranges    of  tude^  as  well  as  i):e  number  and  variety  of  the 

motmtains  run  nearly  in  a  line  from  cast  to  west,  objects  of  creation,  displays  the  almighty  power 

or  fr<»n  north  to  south, — on  the  surface  of  the  of  the  Creator.     In  this  point  of  view,  the  dis- 

inoon  they  are  formed  for  the  roost  part  into  dr-  coveries  of  modem  astronomy  tend  to  aid  our 

cuiar  ridges,  enclosing,  like  ramparts,  plains  of  conceptions  of  the  grandeur  of  this  perfection, 

all  dimensions,  from  half  a  mile  to  forty  miles  in  and  to  extend  our  views  of  the  range  of  its  ope- 

diameter.    While  on  eartlt,  the  large  plains  are  rations  far  beyond  what  former  ages  could  have 

neiriy  leveli  and  diversified  merely  with  gentle  imagined.    When  we  take  a  leisurely  survey 

wavings.—- in  the  moon,  there  are  hundreds  of  of  the  globe  oo  which  we  dwell,  and  consider  tLe 

plains  of  various  dimensions  simAr,  as  it  were,  enormous  masses  of  its  continents  and  ialaods, 

hearly  two  miles  Mow  the  general  level  of  its  mir'  the  quantity  of  water  in  its  seas  and  oceans,  the 

face.    On  this  orb  we  behold  insulated  moun-  loIVy  rangos  of  mountains  which  lise  €rom  its 

tains,  more  than  two  miles  in  elevation,  standing  surface,  the  hundreds  of  majestic  rivers  wkidi 

alone,  like  monuments,  in  the  nudst  of  plains, —  roll  their  waters  into  the  ocean,  the  numerous 

circular  basins  or  caverns,  both  in  the  valleys,  orders  of  animated  beings  with  which  it  is  peo- 

and  on  the  summits  and  declivities  of  mountains,  plod,  and  the  vast  quantity  of  matter  enclosed 

and  these  caverns,  again,  indented  wiih  smaller  in  its  bowels  frum  every  part  of  its  circumference 

cnea  of  a  similar  form,  at  the  same  time,  there  to  its  centre,  amotmting  to  more  than  hco  Am- 

are  phuns  fiur  more  level  and  extensive  than  on  dred  ttnd  nxty  thou»nnd  mUliona  ofcubi6ai  mmle§ 

the  earth.    On  the  whole,  the  mountain-scenery  *— we  cannot  but  be  astonished  at  the  greatness 

on  the  lunar  surface  is  far  more  diversified  and  of  that  Being  who  first  launched  it  into  exBtence, 

magnificent  than  on  our  globe,  and  differs  as  who  "  measures  its  waters  in  the  hollow  of  bis 

much  from  terrestrial  landscapes  as  the  wastes  hand,  who  weighs  its  mountains  in  scales,  and 

and  wilds  of  America  fivm  the  cultivated  plains  its  hills  in  a  balance ;"  and  who  has  supported 

of  Europe.    In  short,  while  on  the  earth,  the  it  in  its  rapid  movements,  from  age  to  age.    But, 

highest  mountains  are  little  more  than  four  miles  how  must  out  conceptions  of  divine  power  bs 

in  height,  on  some  of  the  planets  mountains  enlasged  when  we  consider,  tliat  this  earth, 

have  been  discovered,  which  astronomers  have  which  appears  so  great  to  the  fi^il  beings  which 

rockoned  to  be  twenty-two  miles  in  elevati<m.  inhabit  it,  is  (Mily  like  a  small  speck  in  creation, 

If  then,,  it  is  reasonable  to  believe,  that  all  or  like  an  atom  in  the  immensi^  of  space,  wlien 

the  workls  in  the  universe  are  difi*erent  in  their  compared  with  the  myriads  of  worlds  of  superior 

ironstruction  and   airangements,  and  peopled  magnitude  which  exist  within  the  boundariea  of 

with  beings  of  diversified  ranks  and  onrders —  creation !     When  we  direct  our  views  to  the 

could  we  survey  only  a  small  portion  of  the  uni-  planetary  system,  we  behold  three  or  four  ^obea, 

versal  system — ^what  an  amazing  scene  would  which  appear  only  like  small  studs  on  the  rmidc 

it  display  of  the  conceptions  of  the  Divine  M  ind  of  heaven,  yet  contain  a  quantity  of  matter  mora 

and  dt  **tke  num^old  witdom  of  Qod  f*    Such  than  two  thousand  four  hundred  times  greater 

views,  therefore,  of  the  oaricfy  of  nature  are  evi-  than  that  of  the  earth,  besides  mcwe  than  twenty 

dently  calculated  to  expand  our  conceptions  of  the  lesser  globes,  most  of  them  larger  than  oos 

divine  character,  to  excite  us  to  admiration  and  world,*  and  several  hundreds  of  ocmcls,  of  ▼•- 

reverence,  to  extend  our  views  of  the  riches  of  di-  nous  magnitudes,  moving  in  every  direction 

rinebeneficonce,  and  to  enlarge  our  hopes  of  the  through  the  depths  of  space.     The  Sun  is  a 

glories  and  felicities  of  that  future  '  inheritance  body  of  such  magnitude  as  overpowers  oar  fee- 

whichkincorroptibleandwhichladethnotaway.'  ble  conceptions,  and  fills  us  with  astonisfaneBt. 

5.  The  contemplation  of  nature,  through  the  Within  the  wide  circumference  of  thishiminnrjr 

medium  of  science,  is  calculated  to  ^epamd  ovr  more  than  a  million  of  worlds  as  large  as  ours 

ameeptume  of  the  power  of  the  Dahfy  and  of  the  coukl  be  contained.    His  body  fills  a  cubical 

magni/lcenee  of  hie  empire.    The  power  of  God  ipace  equal  to  681,473,000,000,000,000  mflea, 

ii  manifested  by  its  eflects ;  and  in  proportion  and  his  surface  more  than  40,()00,000,000,  or 

M  ow  knowledge  of  these  effects  is  enlarged,  ferty  thousand  millions  of  square  miJes.    At  tho 

wB  <wr  coneeptoa  of  this  ateibnte  of  tfca  TOtj-  .The  satrtlim  of  Japltw.tatum  and  HanmbA 

ai^  W  opandid.    To  srsols  a  imgle  obfMt  an  aU  leokoned  to  fee  laifer  than  the  Eaith.      ^^ 
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nie  of  fiitf  miles  a-'day,  it  woalJ  ntqiiire  more  tin  neiurt^st  star,  tliore  is  an  in'crval,  extenciiug 
Una  a  hundred  miilions  of  years  to  pass  over  in  every  direction,  of  more  tlian  twenty  billions 
'tnrr  square  mile  on  his  surface.  Hi«  attnic-  of  mile* ;  ami,  i^  i«  iii^iiy  probablR,  that  a  ffimilnr 
life  energy  extend.*  to  several  thousands  of  mil-  space  surrmmiU  every  uher  syatcni.  And,  if 
lioiii  <if  miles  from  husuriace,  retaining  in  their  we  take  into  cousiJeralion  the  immense  forces 
tfbiti  the  roost  distant  planets  and  c:Mncts,  and  that  are  in  operation  throughout  the  universe- 
dispensing  light  and  heat,  und  tcuctifving  influ-  that  one  plohu,  a  thousand  times  larger  than  the 
«nc6  to  more  than  a  hundred  worlds.*  What  earrU,  u  Hying  tiirou^h  ihe  rcgivms  of  immensity 
IB  astoni^in^  idea,  then,  does  it  give  us  of  the  at  the  rate  of  thirty  thousand  miles  an  hour, 
p9wcr  of  Omnipotence,  when  we  consider,  that  aiiothor  at  t!ie  rate  of  seventy  thousand,  and 
ibe  umverso  is  replenished  with  innumenMe  another  at  a  hundrt^d  thousand  miles  an  hour, 
{lobes  of  a  similar  size  and  splendour!  For  and  that  million;!  of  mighty  worlds  are  thus  tra- 
cfery  star  which  the  naked  eye  perceires  twink-  versing  the  illimiiahle  spaces  of  the  firmament— 
fing  CD  the  TaiUt  of  heaven,  and  those  mure  dis-  can  we  refrain  frotn  exclaiming  in  the  language 
aal  orbs  whidi  the  telescope  brings  to  view  of  inspiration,  *"  Cireat  and  marvellous  are  thy 
drai^ioat  the  depths  of  immensity,  are,  doubt-  works,  Lord  God  Almij^hty!  Who  can  by 
less,  SKiw,  no  leas  in  magnitude  than  that  which  searching  fmd  out  God  ?  Who  can  find  out  tlie 
"snHghtffni  our  day,'*  and  surrounded  by  a  reti-  Almighty  to  perfection  ?  Who  can  utter  the 
MS  or  rerolTini;  worlds.  Some  of  them  have  mighty  operations  of  Jehovah  1  Who  can  show 
ken  redtooed  by  astroncaiers  to  be  even  much  forth  all  his  praise  ?" 

hrger  than  our  sun.    The  star  £yr«,  fi>r  exam-  Such  a  scene  displays,  beyond  any  other  view 

pb,  b  auppoeed,  by  Sir  W.  Herschel,  to  be  we  con  take  of  creation,  the  ma^YiyCcenee  oatf 

88^5,000  miles  in  diameter,  or  thirty-eight  extent  of  the  divine  emyire.    Those  countless 

tines  die  diameter  of  the  sun ;  and,  if  so,  its  worlds  to  which  we  hnve  now  adverted,  are  not 

cubical  CQOlents  will  be  36,642,992,671,876,  to  be  considered  as  scenes  of  sterility  and  destn- 

WifiOOfiOO  miles,  that  is,  more  than  /{ffy-fomr  lation,  or  as  merely  diffusing  an  useless  s[>len- 

Amtsami  times  larger  than  the  sun.     The  num-  dour  over  the  wilds  of  immensity,  nor  are  they 

Ar  of  audi  b-9dies  excee  Is  all  calculation.    Sir  to  be  viewed  as  so  many  splendid  toys  to  amuse 

yf.  Hersdiel  perceived  in  that  portion  of  the  a  few  asrronom<*rs  in  our  diminutive  world, 

■dky  sray  which  lies  near  the  constellation  Such  an  idea  would  be  altogether  inconsistent 

OHm,  ae  lesa  than  £0,000  stars  large  enongh  with  every  notion  we  ought  to  form  of  the  wi^« 

to  be  distiiiedy  numbered,  pass  before  his  tele-  dom  and  intelligence  of  the  Dei^,  and   with 

leope  in  an  hoof's  time ;  besides  twice  as  many  every  arrangement  we  perceive  in  the  scenes 

svhich  could  be  seen  only  now  and  then  of  nature  immediate!  v  around  us,  whore  we  be* 


by  faint  glimpses,     (t  ha^  been  reckoned  that  hold  every  [lortion  of  matter  teeming  with  in* 

aearly  a  hundred  millions  of  stars  lie  within  the  habitants.     These  luminous  and  opaque  globes 

range  of  our  telescopes.     And,  if  we  suppose  dispersed    tliroiighoiit    the  regions  of  infinite 

as  we  justly  may,  that  each  of  these  suns  has  a  space,  must,  therefore,  be  considered  as  the 

hundred  worlds  connected  with  it,  tlierc  will  be  abodes  of  scnsitivo  and  intellectual  existence. 

iound  ten  thotaand  miUions  of  wortde  in  that  where  intellij;ences  (^various  ranks  and  orders 

portt-m  of  the  universe  which  com-ss  within  the  contemplate  the  glory,  and  enjoy  the  bounty  of 

ran^  of  human  observation,  l>e«ides  those  which  ^^'ii'  Creator.    And  what  scenes  of  diversified 

lio  caocealed  from  mortal  eyes  in  the  unexplored  grandeur  must  wo  suppose  those  mnumorable 

regioas  of  space,  which  may  as  far  exceed  all  worlds  to  display !    What  numerous  orders  and 

that  are  visible,  as  the  waters  in  the  caverns  of  gradations  of  intellectual  natures  must  tlic  iini*- 

die  ocean  exceed  in  magnitude  a  single  particle  verse  contain,  since  so  much  variety  is  di^- 

of  vapour!  played   in  every  department  of  our  sublunary 

or  such  numbers  an  1  maijnttudes  wo  can  form  system !    What  boundless  intdligenee  is  implied 

IM  adequate  conception.     The  mind  is  bewi'-  in  the  superintenrlence  of  such  vast  dominions ! 

dered,  Confounded,    and  utterly  overwhelmed  ^n  such  subjects  the  human  mind  can  form  no 

when  it  attempts  to  grasp  the  magnitude  of  the  d^niie  conceptions.     The  most  vigorous  ima- 

universo,  or  to  form  an  idea  of  the  omnipotent  gination,  in  its  loftiest  fiiglits,  drops  its  wing 

eaerfu  which  brought  it  into  existence.     The  ^^  sinks  into  inanity  before  the  splendours  of 

emfUhtdeefVu  scale  on  which  the  systems  of  the  the  *<  King  eternal,  inunortal,  and  invisible,  who 

mnverse  are  constructed  tends  likewise  to  ele-  dwells  in  the  light  unapproachable,''  when  it 

vate   our  conceptions  of  the  grandeur  of  the  attempts  to  form  a  picture  of  the  magnificence 

TVity.    Between  every  one  of  the  planetary  of  the  universe  which  he  has  created.     But  of 

bodies  there  intervenes  a  space  of  many  mil-  this  we  are  certain,  that  over  all  this  boundless 

iioas  of  miles  in  extent.    Between  the  sun  and  scone  of  creation,  and  over  all  the  ranks  of  be- 

,  -^      , .           _.        .  ^  ..  i***"  with  which  it  is  replenished,  his  moral  go- 

"The  pbnetarjr  system,  Indudine  the  cameU  •Z«m*«» -wt--*!-    i7.«L»^u»inl**k«».»*^l 

'JoaraiD  mofe  tbon  a  hoDdrad  bodies  dtptndaat  «n  '▼^i™'*""*  extends.  Every  moUonoltae  material 

■Mioa.  ■jnrte»|  every  movement  among  Ihe  rataooal 
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mnd   tentient  b<uiifi  it  eontaiM,  And  wtrj  eeplioas  of  Che  Di?ini^  to  wladi  we  1iBf«  alU 

thoufht  and  percepUMi  that  pass«a  throagh  the  rerted,  unlera  we  comply  with  the  reqnniticni 

mindu  of  the  unaumbered  intelUfrences  which  4>rthe  sacred  writers,  to  *' meditate  on  afl  las 

people  all  worlds,  are  intimately  known,  andfor  works,  to  eotmder  the  operations  of  his  hands,  tc 

ever  present  to  his  omniscient  eye,  and  ail  dt-  speak  of  the  glory  of  1^  kingdom,*'  and  to  talk 

•rected  to  accomplish  the  designs  df  his  universal  of  his  "  jMrnvr,**  in  order  tliat  we  may  be  qual^ 

providence  and  the  eternal  purposes  of  his  will,  fied  '*  to  make  known  to  the  sons  of  men  his 

*'  He  hatli  prepared  hi:)  throne  in  the  neavenK,  his  mighty  operations,  and  the  glorious  majesty  of 

kingdom  rulcrh  over  all,"  ami  "  he  doth  accord-  his  kingdom* 

•ing  to  his  will  among  the  annies  of  heaven,'*  as  How  very  diflfcreat,  then,  from  the  views  now 
well  as  "  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth."  stated,  must  be  the  conceptions  ibnned  of  the 
*<  The  host  of  heaven  worshippcih  him, — ^all  his  iDivinity,  by  those  whose  range  of  thought  is 
works,  in  all  places  of  h»  dominions,  praise  him.  chiefly  confined  to  tlie  objects  that  lie  within  ji 
His  kingdom  is  an  everlasting  kin^om,  and  of  ^w  miles  cf  their  habitation,  And  how  limited 
his  government  there  shall  be  no  end."  At  the  ideas  *miiet-diey  entertain  of  divine  perfection! 
«ame  moment  he  is  displaying  the  glory  of  fasa  For  the  view  that  any  one  entertains  of  the 
power  and  intelligence  to  worlds  far  beyond  the  nature  «nd  attributes  of  God,  must,  in  some  de- 
reach  of  mortal  eyes, — presiding  over  the  coun-  gree,  correspond  to  the  knowledge  be  baa  ae- 
«iUi  of  nations  on  earth,  and  supporting  the  in-  quired  of  the  vistble  effects  of  his  power,  wiadoo, 
visible  animalcula  in  a  drop  of  vtrater.  "In  and  benevolence ;  since  it  is  only  1>y  (he  sensible 
him"  all  beings,  firoin  the  archangel  to  the  manifestations  Of  Deity,  either  through  ihe  me* 
worm,  "  live  and  move,"  and  on  him  they  de-  dium  of  nature  or  revelation,  that  we  know  any 
pend  for  all  that  happiness  they  now  possess,  thing  at  all  about  his  nature  and  perfecfiooa. 
or  ever  will  enjoy,  while  eternal  ages  are  roll-  And,  therefore,  if  our  views  of  the  manifutom 
ing  on.  4iont  of  the  Divinity  be  limited  and  obscure,  socfa 

Such  .views  of  the  omnipotence  of  the  Deity  will  likewdse  be  our  views  dt  the  Divinity  him- 

and  of  the  grandeur  of  his  empire,  are  calculated  aelf.    It  is  owing  to  the  want  of  attention  to  sock 

not  only  to  ecpand  our  conceptions  of  his  attri-  considoraiions,   that  many  worthy  'Chrisliani 

bates,  but  to  enliven  our  hopes  in  relation  to  are  found  to  entertain-very  confused  «nd  distort- 

the  eiy  oyaenta  of  the  future  worki.    For  we  b»-  ed  ideas  of  the  chapacter  of  the  Deity,  of  the  r»> 

hold   a  prospect   boundless  as  inunensity,  in  quisitions  of  his  word,  and  of  the  arrangemenss 

vi^iicfa'the  human  soul  may  for  ever  expatiate,  of  his  universal  providence.    And  is  it  not  an 

nnd  contemplate  new  scenes  of  glory  aixl  felU  object  much  to  be  desired,  that  the  great-body  of 

City  continually  bursting  en  the  view,  "  worki  mankind  should  be  more  fully  enlightened  in  die 

without  end."  knowledge  cf  their  Creator  ?    The  knowledge 

Sudi  are  pome  of  the  views  of  the  Deity  which  of  GKxi  hes  at  the  foundation  of  nil  religion,  and 

the  works  of  nature,  when  contemplated  through  of  all  our  pros])ects  in  reforvnce  to  the  etemd 

the  medium  uf  science,  are  calculated  to  unfoM.  world,  and  it  must  surely  be  a  highly  desirable 

They  demonstrate  the  unky  of  God,  his  wudum  attainment  to  acrjuire  as  glorious  and  eximnsive 

and  intelligence,—- his  boundless  fteneuofenes,—  an  idea  of  the  Object  of  our  adoration,  as  the 

the  vaii  tnuUiplicUy  «f>ideai  whiek  have  mated  finite  capacity  of  ovir  intellects  is  capiCble  of  com- 

M  kit  mind  from  etemitifj — his  almt^Ug  power ^  prehending.    Such  views  as  we  hav^  now  esi- 

and  the  nta^nt^oence  of  his  empire.     These  hibitod  of  the  wisdom,  power,  and  beneficence  of 

views  are  in  perfect  unison  with  the  declarations  the  Deity,  and  of  the  -magraficence  and  -varie^ 

of  the  sacred  oracles ;  they  illustrate  many  of  of  4iis  works,  were  they  conrniunicatcd  to  tlM 

the  sublime  sentiments  of  the  inspired  writers ;  generality  of  mankind  and  diriy  «appreciated9 

tkey  throw  a  light  oa  the  moral  government  of  would  not  only  interest  their  aifections  and  .in- 

God,  and  elevate  our  conceptions  of  the  eatent  crease  their  intellectual  enjoyment,  but  would 

of  his  dominions ;  they  affbird  a  aenrikU  repre-  enable  them  to  understand  the  meaning  and  re- 

sentation  of  the  infinity  and  immensity  of  the  ferences  of  many  sublime  passages  in  the  volume 

divine  nature,  in  so  far  as  finite  mintjb  are  ca-  of  inspiration  which  they  are  apt  either  to  over- 

pable  of  contemplating  such  perfections  ;  and,  kwk  or  to  misinterpret.     Such  viewy,  likewise, 

when  considered  in  connexion  with  the  acriptu-  would  naturally  inspire  them  with  rsoerraes  and 

ral  character  of  Deity  and  the  other  truths  df  sviorofton  of  the  Divine  Majest}-,  with  gratiimde 

revelation,  are  calculated  "  to  make  the  tnan  of  for  his  wise  and  benevolent  arrangements,— with 

Qod  perfect  and  thoroughlytfumished  unto  every  compUueney  in  his  administration  as  the  moral 

good  work."    As  the  worits  c^God  without  the  Governor  of  the  world, — with  a  firm  reHanct  tm 

assistance  of  his  word,  ore  insufficient  to  give  us  his  providenticd  care  for  every  thing  requisite  t« 

a  eampiHe  view  of  his  character  and  the  princi-  their  happiness,  and  with  an -earnest  desire  to 

|4es  of  his  moral  government,  so  the  bare  read-  yield  a  cordial  obedaenee  to  his  righteous  laws, 

ii^  of  IIm  Scriptures  ia  insufficient  to  convey  to  At  the  same  time,  they  wouU^iquaUfied  to  iW 

cw  aiads  tboae  diversified  and  eipnnrive  cob-  dare  to  others  "  the  glorious  honour  of  Hi 
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Wijwly,  to  otter  abiaxkntly  the  memory  ofhia     tioos,  to  that  none  of  them  be  incoherent  wiih 
|rnif  goodiwi,  and  tn  iprik  nf  nil  hii  irnnrlnrfiil     the  reiit.     They  must  all  be  performed  on  tliu 


n 


same  principles,  with  the  same  design*,  and  by 

the  same  rule.     To  a  man  who  perceires  truth 

— — —  and  loves  it,  every  incongruity  ajkl  every  want 

of  consistency  between  sentiment  and  action, 
SECTION   VII.  produces  a  disa^rocablc  and  painful  sensation ; 

and,  consequently,  ho  who  clearly  ptrrcoives  the 

ov  TBS    BSVKFiciAL    ErrxcTf   OT   Kwow-     rulc  of  rijjht,  and  arts  in  direct  opposition  to  it, 

UEMix  o*  MORAL  PRiKCiPLS   AND  COW-     does  violence  tu  h IS  iMtu re,  and  must  be  subject- 

DOCT.  ed  to  feelinps  and  remorses  of  con5cience  fur 

more  painfull  than  thoMe  of  the  man  whose  mind 
KaoWLSDAB  ia  Taluable  chiefly  in  proper-  ia  shrouded  in  ignorance.  It  is  true,  indeed, 
tioo  as  it  is  practical  and  useful.  It  dispels  the  that  prv^iency  in  knowledge  and  in  the  prac- 
darkaeas  which  naturally  broods  over  the  human  tice  of  true  morality,  do  not  always  proceed  with 
■aiUisramling,  and  dissipatea  a  thousand  super-  eqtial  pace.  But,  it  is  nevertheless  true,  that 
ibtioua  Docions  and  idle  terrors  by  which  K  has  every  action  that  is  truly  virtuous  is  founded  on 
beca  frequently  held  in  cruel  bondage.  It  in-  knowledge,  and  is  the  result  of  scrutiny  and 
figoratea  and  expands  the  intellectual  faculties,  choice  directed  by  truth ;  otherwise,  what  ia 
awl  directs  them  to  their  |Mroper  objects.  It  termed  virtue,  would  be  only  the  eflfect  of  ne- 
■Uratea  the  mind  in  the  acale  erf*  rational  eziat-  cessi^,  of  constraint,  or  of  mechanical  habits. 
I,  by  enlarging  ita  riews  and  refining  ita  We  need  not,  therefore,  fear,  that  the  dominion 
It  gratifies  the  desire  of  the  soul     of  virtue*  will  be  contracted,  or  her  influence 


perpetual  activity,  and    renders  its  acti-  diminished,  by  an  enlargement  of  the  kingdooa 

viliei   aubaervient   to   the   embellishment   of  of  light  and  knowledge.     They  are  inseparably 

Ijfs  aad  the  improvement  of  society.     It  un-  connected,  their  empire  ia  one  and  the  same, 

nOs  the  beantioa  and  sublimities  of  nature,  with  and  the  Cms  votaries  of  the  one  will  also  be  the 

^AiA  tfaa  heavens  and  the  earth  are  adorn-  true  votaries  of  the  other.    And,  therefiire,  every 

ed,  and  sets  beibre  as  the  "  Book  of  God,"  in  one '  that  sincerely  loves  mankind  and  desires 

vhicfa  we  may  trace  the  lineaments  of  his  cha-  their  moral  improvement,will  difiuse  light  around 

ncter  and  the  ways  of  his  providence.    It  ag-  him  as  extensively  as  he  can,  without  the  least 

gnadizesourideasof  the  omnipotence  of  Deity,  fear  of  its  ultimate  c(»isequenros ;  since  he 

•ad  onfiJds  to  us  the  riches  ci  his  beneficence,  knows  for  certain,  that  in  all  cases  whatever, 

lad  the  depths  of  his  wisdom  and  intelligence,  wisdom  excels  folly,  and  light  is  better  than 

Aad,  in  the  exercise  of  our  powers  on  such  ob-  darkness.     The  following  observations  will  per- 

jects,  we  experience  a  thousand  delightful  cmo-  haps  tend  more  particularly  to  comfirm  and  elik> 

(ions  and  enjcvymenta  to  which  the  unenli^tened  cidate  these  positions. 

SMihitude  are  entire  strangers.     All  such  acti-  I.  /^norcmcett  (me|irindpa/eoujeof  thewant 

vities  and  enjoyments  may  be  reckoned  among  of  virtue,  and  of  the  immoraiilie$  vohieh  abound 

the  practical  advantages  of  knowledge.  tn  the  world.    Were  we  to  take  a  survey  of  the 

But  there  is  no  application  of  knowledge  more  moral  sUte  of  the  world,  as  delineated  in  the 

ioterestmg  and  important  than  its  practical  bear-  history  of  nations,  or  as  depicted  by  modem 

top  on  moral  principle  and  action.     If  it  were  voyagers  and  travellers,  we  should  find  abundant 

not  calculated  to  produce  a  beneficial  efiect  on  illustration  of  the  truth  of  this  remark.     We 

the  slate  of  morals  and  the  intercourses  of  gene-  should  find,  in  almost  every  instance,  that  igno- 

ral  society,  the  utility  of  its  general  diflusion  ranee  of  the  character  of  the  true  God,  and  false 

night,  with  some  show  of  reason,  be  called  in  conceptions  of  the  nature  of  the  worship  and 

question.     But,  there  cannot  be  the  slightest,  service  he  requires,  have  led  not  only  to  the 

^oubC,  that  an  increase  of  knowledge  would  be  most  obscene  practices  and  immoral  abomina- 

produecive  of  an  increase  of  moral  order,  and  an  tions,  but  to  the  perpetration  of  the  most  horrid 

iaprovement  in  moral  conduct.     For  truth,  in  cruelties.     Wo  have  only  to  tnm  our  eyes  to 

tiMg-te  and  «efib'meal,  leads  to  truth  in  aotion.  Hindostan,  to  Tartary,  Dahomy,  Benin,  Ashan- 

The  nmn  who  is  in  the  habit  of  investigating  tee,  and  other  petty  states  in  Afirica ;  to  New 

truth,  and  who  rejoices  in  it  when  ascertained,  Zealand,  the  Marquesas,  the  Sandwich  islands, 

eaonot  be  indiflerefat  to  its  application  to  conduct,  and  to  the  Society  iiiles  in  the  Southern  Pacific, 

There  must  be  truth  in  his  actions  ;  tliey  must  prior  to  their  lato  moral  transformation,  in  order 
ke  Am  expression,  the  proof,  and  the  effect  of 

Ui  M»ntimenU  and  affections,  in  order  that  he  .  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ,^,^  p^^^  ^^  wherever  the  term 

■«y  approve  of  them,  and  be  satisncd  that  they  occurs,  I  understand,  conduct  reflated  hy  the  low 

ara  oirftietu,  or  accordant  with  the  relati<Nis  orGod,  including  l>nth  the  external  action  and  the 

-kL.u  ...k^^  mw».^m  ».»*.l  .»ont.      TUm^  nn».tt  princtpU  wbcnco  It  flows ;  in  other  words,  Clirlrtian 

which  subsist  among  moral  agents.     There  must  morality,  or  that  hUineee  which  the  Scrlptupcs 

%aaiae  bo  a  truth  or  harmoay  between  his  ac-  ai\joia. 
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tobeeonvincedofthisBeluiclioly  truth.    The  and  crime,  it  appean  a  naturml  and 

destruction  ornew4K>naiinlantt^--4hehuriniig  of  jnferencei  that  the  general  diffbsion  of 

Itring  women  upon  the  deadhodiee  of  their  hue-  ledge  would  lend  to  counteract  its  influenoe  aa^ 

bands,— the  drowning  of  aged  parents,"— the  c^rations.    For  when  we  removse  the  caum  <li 

•ofiering  of  human  victims  in  sacrifice,— the  tor-  any  evil,  we,  of  course,  prevent  ihet^ecU;  and 

turing  to  death  of  prisoDers  taken  in  battle^ — the  not  only  eo,  but  at  the  same  time  bring  into  ope> 

murder  of  infants  and  the  obscene  abominations  nti<m  all  those  virtues  which  loaowledge  has  a 

of  the  societies  of  the  Arreoy  in  Otaheke  and  tendency  to  produce. 

other  islands,  and  the  dreadful  effects  of  ambi-        ft.  Knowledge  is  requisite  for  aaoertMrang  thio 

tion,  treachery,   and  revenge,  which  so  fi'e-  true  principles  ofmoral  action,  and  the  duties 

quently  accompeuiy  such  practices,  are  only  a  we  ought  to  perform.    Ktmierous  are  the  trea- 

few  specimens  of  the  consequences  of  ignorance  tises  which  have  been  written,  and  various  the 

combined  with  hmnan  depravity.    It  is  likewise  apinions  •which  have  heen  entertained,  hoth  in 

to  ignorance  chiefly  that  the  vices  of  the  ancient  -ancient  and  modem  times,  respecting  the  fouo- 

pagan  world  are  to  be  attributed.  To  this  cause  dation  of  virtue  and  the  rules  of  human  conduct, 

the  apostle  of  the  Qentiles  ascribes  the  immora-  And  were  we  to  investigate  the  different  thec^ 

ttties  of  the  heathen  «ati(ms.     "  The  Gentiles,"  ries  wluch  have  heen  formed  on  this  subject,  to 

■ays  Paul, "  having  the  understanding  darkened  wei^'  the  arguments  which  have  been  broaf^ 

through  the  ignorance  that  is  in  them,  have  forward  in  support  -of  eadi  hjrpothesis,  and  to 

^ven  themselves  over  unto  lasciviousness,  to  balance  the  v€uious  -conflicting  opinions  wfaidi 

work  all  manner  of  uncleanness  with  greedi-  different  phikMophers  have  maintained,  a  cqb* 

hms.'**    And,  in  another  part  of  his  writings,  siderable  portion  •of  human  life  would  be  wasted 

he  declares,  "  Because  they  did  not  like  to  re-  before  we  arrived  -at  any  satisfactory  condo- 

tain  G«ldin  their  knowledge,  they  were  given  nons.    But  if  we  take  the  system  of  revelatkn 

tq»  to  a  reprebate  mind,"  or  a  mind  void  of  for  our  guide  in  the  scienoe  of  morals,  we  ahal 

Judgment  ,*  and  the  consequence  was,  **  they  be  enabled  to  arrive,  by  a  short  process,  at  tfaa 

were  filled  with  aU  unrighteousness,  fomicatioa,  moat  important  and  satiActory  results.    Wa 

wickedness,  covetousness,  maliciousness,  envy,  ahaU  find,  that,  after  all  the  theories  which  ha?a 

anrder,  dfi«eit,  and  malignity ;"    they   were  been  proposed,  and  the  systMns  whidi  ha^ 

^'backbiters,  haters ofGrod, proud, boasters,  in-  h^en  reared  by  ethical  pbiloso|^iers,  the  fi»> 

PMituii  of  evil  things,  disobedient  to  parents,  preme  Lawgiver  has  comprised  the  essence  cf 

widiout  understanding,  without  natural  affection,  true  morality  under  two  commands,  or  iundft- 

implacaWe,  and  unmerciful."!    And,  if  we  turn  niental  principles,  "  Thou  shalt  love  the  Lord 

our  eyes  to  the  state  of  society  around  us,  we  thy  Grod  with  all  thy  heart,"  and  "  Thou  afaah 

ahall  find  that  the  same  cause  has  .produced  the  ^ove  thy  neighbour  as  thyself."    On  these  two 

■aame  effect^.    Ammg  what  class  <lo  we  find  coaunandments  rests  the  whole  du^  of  man. 
■obriety,  temperance,  rectitude  of  conduct,  ho-         Now,  although  the  leading  ideas  contained  in 

nesty,  active  beneficence,  and  abstinence  from  these  commands  .are  simple  and  obvious  to  every 

the  grosser  vices  most  fi^uently  to  prevail  ?  Is  ^>n«  ^^  considers  them  attentively,  yet  it  r^ 

it  among  ignorant  and  grovelling  mmds  ?    Is  it  quires  certain  habits  of  reflection  and  a  conaide- 

not  among  the  wise  ami  intelligent,  those  who  *<^le  portion  of  knowledge,  to  be  enabled  to 

have  been  properly  instructed  in  their  duty,  and  trace  these  laws  or  principles  to  all  their  leg>> 

in  the  principles  of  moral  action?    And,  who  ^imate  consequenoes, ^and  toibUow  them  in  all 

are  those  that  are  found  most  frequently  engaged  ^^ur  ramifications,  and  in  their  bearings  en  hn* 

in  fighting,  brawling,  and  debauchery,  in  the  -iium  conduct,  and  on  the  actions  of  aU  moral 

eommission  of  theft  and  other  petty  crimes,  and  inteUigenoes.    For,  it  Hum  easily  be  shown,  that 

in  rioting  in  low  houses  t^  dissipation?    Are  these  laws  are  so  comprehensive  as  to  readi 

they  not,  for  the  -roost  part,  the  rude,  the  igno-  every  possible  moral  action,  to  prevent  everj 

rant,  and  untutored^— those  whose  instruction  nxwal  evil,  and  to  secure  the  happiness  of  every 

has  been  neglected  by  their  parents  or  guardi-  moral  agent, — that  all  the  duties  inculcated  in 

-ans,  or  whose  wayward  tempers  have  led  them  the  Bible,  which  we  owe  toOod,  to  our  fellow- 

to  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  the  reproofs  of  wisdom  ?  creatures,  and  to  ourselves,  are  comprehended 

From  all  the  investigations  which  of  late  have  in  them,  and  ara  only  so  many  ramificationa  of 

been  made  into  the  state  of  immorality  and  these  general  and  fundamental  principles,— that 

crime,  it  is  found,  that  gross  ignorance,  and  its  they  are  equally  adapted  to  men  on  earth  and  ta 

necessary  concomitMit,  grovelling  affections,  are  an|^ls  in  heaven, — that  their  control  extends  to 

the  general  characteristics  of  those  who  are  en-  the  inhabitants  of  all  worlds^— that  they  ionn 

gaged  in  criminal  pursuits,  and  most  deeply  sunk  ^e  basis  of  the  order  and  happiness  of  the  wfaola 

a  vicious  UMlulgence.    Now,  if  it  be  a  &ct  that  intelligent  system — and  that  their  authority  and 

' is  one  principal  source  of  immoraliQr  influence  will  extend  not  only  through  aU  tha 

revolutions  of  tune,  but  through  aU  the  ages  of 

Iv.ifpM.  tBoB.Ln.a'.  atamity.    Here,  then,  we  hava^salyaot^alo^ 
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htrf  lo  MMfciM  the  h^hest  powers  of  intellip  thoie  moral  precept*  whicli  are  laid  before  them 

fBdbe,  and  iKe  more  we  invedttgate  it  the  more  as  tlie  nile  of  tlieir  conduct,  thcj  would  perceive 

tbtM  we  admire  the  comprehensive  nature  of  a  most  poweriiil  motive  to  universal  obedience. 

AaC  "law  which  is  exceeding  broad,"  and  the  They  would  plainly  see,  that  all  the  laws  of  God 

shall  we  be  disposed  to  comply  with  its  are  calculated  to  secure  the  haj^iness  of  every 

re<|iiiaitions.     But  unless  we  be,  in  some  moral  ai;ent  who  yields  obedience  to  them,— 

ns,  acquainted  with  the  first  principles  of  that  it  is  their  intertU  to  yield  a  voluntary  sub- 

■Dral  action,  and  their  nunvirous  bearings  upon  mission  to  these  laws, — and  that  mi9en^  both 

fife  and  oonduct,  we  cann  >t  oxpoct  to  moke  rapid  here  and  hereafter,  is  the  certain  and  neeettary 

tdvaocas  in  the  path  of  virtue,  or  to  reach  the  consequence  of  their  violation.     It  is  a  common 

MMimer  heists  of  moral  improvement.  feeling  with  a  conyidorablo  portion  of  mankintl, 

S.  Knowledi^,  combined  with  habits  of  think-  though  seldom  expressed  in  words,  tliat  the  Uiws 

bf,  woold  lead  to  inquiries  into  the  reasonrof  of  heaven  are  too  strict  and  unbending, — that 

ttose  moral  lasra  fidnch  the  Creator  has  pro-  they  interfere  with  wliat  they  coasider  their 

■idgatad,  and  the  /mmdatioHii  on  which  they  pleasures  and  enjoyments,  aiid  tiiat  if  one  or 

iHt  It  ia  an  opinion  which  very  generally  pn»-  n>ore  of  them  could  be  a  little  modified  or  re- 

fiis,  oren  aoong  the  more  respectable  portion  laxed,  they  would  have  no  objections  to  attempt 

tf  iMiikiDd,  that  the  moral  laws  given  forth  to  a  compliance  with  tlie  rest.     But  such  feelings 

■SB  are  the  tnmt  dietaUia  of  Sooenigniyt  and  <^  sentiments  are  altogether  preposterous  and 

iepeod  solely  on  the  w&l  of  the  Deity,  and,  con-  absurd.     It  would  be  inconsistent  not  only  with 

■sqnentiy;  that  they  might  be  modified,  or  even  ^^  rectitude,  but  with  the  Aensosfmes  of  the 

mdrely  mperMded,  were  it  the  pleasure  <^  the  Deity,  to  set  aside  or  to  relax  a  sin|^e  requist- 

Bopveme  Legialator  to  alter  them  or  to  suspend  tioo  of  that  law  whirh  is  "  perfed/'  and  which, 

tkev  authority.    But  this  b  a  most  absurd  and  as  it  now  stands,  is  c^culated  to  promote  the 

4iagsronB  positioD.    It  would  take  away  from  happiness  of  all  worlds.     Were  he  to  do  so,  and 

ri»  tHhami  neelknet  of  virtue,  and  would  re-  to  permit  moral  agents  to  act  accordingly,  k 

present  the  Divine  Bems^  as  acting  on  princi-  would  be  nothing  less  than  to  shut  up  the  path  to 

pisi  similar  to  those  of  an  Eomem  despot.     If  happiness,  and  to  open  the  flood-^tes  of  misery 

•Bch  a  positioQ  were  true,  it  would  follow,  that  upon  the  intelligem  universe.    Hence  we  are 

lithe  imnoralittes, cruelties, oppressions,  wars,  told  by  Him  who  came  to  fulfil  the  law,  that, 

and  butcheries  that  have  taken  place  in  the  >ooner  may  "  heaven  and  earth  pass  away,"  or 

world,  are  equally  excellent  and  amiable  as  the  whole  frame  of  nature  be  dissolved,  than  that 

Irjth,  justice,  virtue,  and  benevolence,  and  that  *'  one  jot  or  one  tittle  con  pass  firom  this  law.** 

lbs  character  of  infernal  fiends  is  just  as  lovely  For,  as  it  Is  founded  on  the  nature  of  God,  and 

ai  praiseworthy  as  that  of  angels  and  archan-  on  the  relations  which  subsist  l>etween  Him  and 

Iris,  prooidtd  rts  Dtitjf  wUM  Chat  meh  a  change  created  bHngs,  it  must  be  absolutely  perfect  and 

tkmAilaktplaDt.  Were  such  a  change  possible,  of  eternal  oblii^tion ;  and,  consequently,  nothing 

kwould  not  only  overturn  all  the  notions  we  are  could  he  taken  from  it,  witho«it  destroying  its 

•ecustomed  to  entertain  re«]Kv;iins  the  moral  perfection,  nor  any  thing  oikled  to  it,  without 

attributes  of  God,  but  mi:;ht  ultimately  destroy  supposing    that    it    was    originally  imperfect. 

our  hopes  of  future  enjoyment,  and  endanger  the  Were  the  bulk  of  m.inkind,  ttieref<>re,  capable 

happiness  of  the  whole  mnral  universe.     But,  of  enterin*^  into  the  spirit  of  such  investigations, 

LSrre  is  an  inherent  excellence  in  moral  virtue,  and  qualified  to  perceive  the  true  f<>undations  of 

and  die  Dteity  has  willed  it  to  exist,  because  it  is  moral  actions ;  were  tliey,  Pm-  example,  clearly 

euential  to  the  happine«i  and  order  of  the  intol-  to  ptTceivi*,  that  truth  is  the  bond  of  society,  and 

E^ent  system.     It  might  be  shown,  that  not  only  the  foundation  of  all  dclii^tfiil  intercourse  among 

tl»  two  fimdamental  principles  of  religion  and  intHligent  beings  in  every  world,  and  that,  were 

Morality  stated  above,  but  all  the  moral  precepts  the  law  which  eiijoins  it  to  be  reversed,  and  ra- 

which  flow  from  them,  are  founded  on  the  nature  tional  creatures  to  act  accordingly,  all  confi- 

flf  God,  and  on  the  relations  which  subsist  dence  would  be  completely  destroyed,— the  in- 

nnog  intelligent  agrnU,  and  that,  were  they  habitants  of  all  worlds  thrown  into  a  state  of 

Wfwsed,  or  their  influence  suspended,  misery  universal  anarchy,  and   creation  transformed 

aooU  reign  uncontrolled  through  the  universe,  into  a  chaos, — such  views  and  sentiments  coukl 

aai  in  tho  course  of  acres  the  whrjle  moral  and  not  fail  of  producing  a  powerful  and  beneficial 

Malligent  system  would  be  annihilated.*  influence  on  the  state  of  morals,  and  a  profound 

Now,  if  men  were  accustomed  to  investigate  reverence  and  rcspoct  for  that  law  "  which  is 

^  fcuDdattions  of  morality,  and  the  reasons  of  holy,  just,  and  good.*' 

4.  Knowledge,  in  combination  with  habits  of 

•Ftor  a  Ml  Illustration  of  these  positions,  snd  a  reflection,  wouidUad to  telf -examination  and •df- 

mtetj  of  topics  connectert  with  them,  the  author  mipsoCiofi.     The  indolent  and  untutored  mind 

feSU-'^mi^r^^iJl^^^S^^^^^^  shunsallexertionofitsintdlectualfacdti^^ 

-  i^eu  Moral  Law  of  fiuUiOierM.**  aU  ienoai  refleclioa  on  what  paawa  whhfai  it, 
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or  has  a  relation  to  moral  character  and  coodort.  Mrioady  oooducted,  would  necMMrily  ]«ad  t 
It  is  incapable  of  investigating  il«  own  powersi  the  most  beneficial  nu>ral  results.  In  leading  « 
of  determining  the  mannef  in  which  they  dioukl  to  a  knowledge  of  our  errors  and  defects,  the, 
operate,  or  of  ascertaining  the  secret  springs  of  would  teadi  us  the  excellency  of  humiUty,  th 
its  actions.    Yet,  without  a  habit  of  reflectian  reasonableness  of  this  virtue,  and  the  foundatiei 
and  self^xamination,  we  cannot  attain  a  know-  on  which  it  rests,  and  of  course,  the  foUy  c 
ledge  of  ourselves,  and,  without  self4nowlodge,  pride,  and  of  all  those  haughty  and  supercilioa 
we  cannot  apply  aright  our  powers  and  capaci-  tempers  which  are  productive  of  so  much  mis 
ties,  correct  our  failings  and  defects,  cm- advance  chief  and  unhappiness,  both  in  .the  hi^er  am 
to  higher  degrees  of  improvomont  in  knowledgo  the  lower  spheres  of  life.  Pride  is  olufonaly  ih 
and  virtue.    In  order  to  ascertain  our  state,  our  offspring  of  self-ignorance.    For,  if  a  man  wii 
character,  and  our  duty,  such  inquiries  as  the  but  turn  his  eyes  within,  and  thoroughly  scroti 
following  must  frequently  and  seriously  be  the  nize  himself,  so  as  to  perceive  his  errors  aai 
subject  of  consideration.     What  rank  do  I  hold  follies,  and  the  germs  of  vice  which  lodge  in  hi 
in  the  scale  of  being,  and  what  place  do  I  occupy  heart,  as  well  as  the  low  rank  he  holds  in  th« 
in  the  empire  of  God  ?    Am  1  merely  a  sensi-  scale  of  creation,  he  would  see  enough  to  tead 
tive  creature,  or  am  I  also  endowed  with  moral  him  humbleness  of  mind,  and  to  render  a  prooi 
and  iitf  ellectual  powers  ?    In  what  relations  do  disposition  odious  and  detestable,  and  inconsis 
I  stand  to  my  fellow-creatures,  and  what  duties  tMit  with  the  relations  in  which  he  stands  to  hx 
do  I  owe  them  ?    What  is  my  ultimato  destina^  Creator,  to  his  fellow-creatures,  and  to  the  oni 
tion?    Is  it  merely  to  pass  a  few  years  in  eating  verse    at  large.    Such  mental  investigation 
and  drinking,  in  motion  and  rest,  like  the  lower  would  also  lead  to  self-possession,  under  aiSront 
animals,  or  am  I  designed  for  another  and  a  and  injuries,  and  amidst  the  hurry  and  disorde 
higher  sphere  of  existence  ?    In  whai  relation  of  the  passions,— to  charity,  candour,  meekness 
do  I  stand  to  my  Creator,  and  what  homage,  and  moderation,  in  regard  to  the  s^itiments  an 
iubmission,  and  obedience  ought  I  to  yield  to  conduct  of  others,  to  the  exercise  of  selMenial 
him?    What  are  the   talents  and  capacities  to  decorum  and  consistency  of  character,  to  t 
with  which  I  am  endowed,  and  how  shall  I  ap-  wise  and  steady  conduct  in  life,  and  to  an  int^ 
ply  them  to  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  ligent  perfermance  of  the  offices  of  piety  andtbt 
given  roe  ?    What  are  the  weaknesses  imd  de-  duties  of  religion.    But  how  can  we  ever  expee 
ficiencies  to  whidi  I  am  subject,  and  how  are  that  an  ignorant  uncultivated  mind,  unaccn» 
they  to  be  remedied  7    What  are  Uie  vices  and  tomed  to  a  regular  train  of  rational  thou^t,  cas 
follies  to  which  I  am  incUned,  and  by  what  enter,  with  spirit  and  intelligence,  on  the  procesi 
means  may  they  be  counteracted?    What  are.  of  self-examination  ?    It  requires  a  certain  por- 
the  temptations  to  which  I  am  exposed,  and  how  tion,  at  least,  of  information,  and  a  habit  of  re- 
shall  they  be  withstood  ?    What  are  the  secret  flection,  before  a  man  can  be  qualified  to  engage 
springs  of  my  actions,  and  by  what  laws  and  in  such  an  exercise ;  and  these  qoatificatiQaf 
motives   are  they  regulated  ?    What  are  the  can  (mly  be  attained  by  the  exercise  which  the 
tempers  and  dispositions  which  I  most  fi^uently  mind  receives  in  the  acquisition  of  general  know- 
indulge,  and  are  they  accordant  with  the  rules  ledge. — If,  then,  it  be  admitted,  that  sdf^ign» 
of  rectitude  and  virtue  ?    What  are  the  preju-  ranee  is  the  original  spring  of  all  the  fellies  and 
dices  I  am  apt  to  entertain,  and  by  what  means  incongruities  we  behold  in  the  characters  of 
may  they  be  subdued  ?  What  are  the  afilections  men,  and  the  cause  of  all  that  vanity,  cenaori* 
and  appetites  in  which  I  indulge,  and  are  they  ousness,  malignancy,  and  vice   which  aboimd 
regulated  by  the  dictates  of  reason  and  the  law  in  the  world ;  and,  if  self4mowledge  would  tend 
of  G^kI  ?    What  are  my  great  and  governing  to  counteract  such  immoral  dispositions,  wc 
views  in  life  ?    Are  they  correspondent  to  the  must  endeavour  to  communicate  a  certain  por< 
will  of  my  Creator,  and  to  the  eternal  destina^  tion  of  knowledge  to  mankind,  to  fit  them  for  the 
tion  that  awaits  me  ?    Wherein  do  I  place  my  exercise  of  selAexamination  and  self>inspectioii, 
highest  happiness  ?    In  the  pleasures  of  sense,  bdbre  we  can  expect  that  the  moral  world  wifl 
or  in  the  pleasures  of  mtellect  and  religion, — in  be  renovated,  and  "  all  iniquity,  as  ashamed, 
the  creatore  or  in  the  Creator?    How  have  I  hide  its  head,  and  stop  its  mouth.** 
hitherto  employed  my  moral  powers  and  ci^w-  6.  Knowledge,  by  expanding  the  nund,  wiU 
eitiee  ?    How  do  I  stand  affected  towards  my  maUe  it  to  teke  a  clear  and  comprehensive  rwm 
bffslhren  of  mankind?    Do  I  hate,  or  envy,  or  of  the  motives,  bearings,  tendencies,  and  oonae^ 
despise  any  of  them  ?    Do  I  gradge  them  proa-  quences  of  moral  actions.    A  maiv  possessed  of 
perity,  virish  them  evil,  or  purposely  injiare  and  a  truly  enlightened  mind,  must  have  his  naitl 
affifont  them  ?   Or  do  I  love  them  as  brethren  of  sense,  or  conscience,  much  more  sensible  and 
tfM  same  fiunily,  do  diem  all  thg  good  in  my  tender,  and  more  judiciously  directed,  than  tikat 
pssrer,  aeknovHedge  their  excellencies,  and  re-  of  a  person  vidiose  understanding  ii  beclooded 
joieehttbeirhappmess and  prosperity?  with  ignorance.    When  he  has  to  choose  h»' 
SMh  teqaniei  and  selAenniinttioni,  wfaoi  tmm  good  ud  ofil,  or  between  good  and  ht^ 
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ler,  w  botween  uit  two  actioot  he  hu  to  per-  dennined.    The  spirit  of  warfare  and  conten- 

im,  Ke  b  enoUed   to  bring  before  hi«  mind  tion  would  be  subdued ;  rioting,  drunkenness, 

aunr  more  argtments,  and  much  higher  and  and  debauchery,  would  bu  held  in  abhorrence  by 

Mbler  ar»umi*ntii  and  rootires,  to  diHerminr  the  all  ranks ;  kiudneu  and  affection  would  unite 

Anict  he  ou^ht  to  make.     Whii  he  it  about  to  the  whole  brotlierh^md  of  mankind ;  p<;ace,  har- 

perlonn  any  particular  action,  his  mental  eye  is  mony,  and  subordination  would  be  displayed  in 

faabled  to  pierc2  into  the  remote  consoquenoes  erery  department  of  social  life  ;  "  our  judges 

whrh  may   resnh  from  it.     ile  can,  in  some  would  be  just,  and  our  exactors  rishtemis ;  wars 

mta«jre,  trace  it«  bearings  not    only  on  his  would  hf  turned  into  peace  to  the  ends  of  the 

fnmds  and  neighbours,  and  the  community  to  earth,  and  righteousness  and  praise  spring  forth 

«iuch  he  belongs,  but  also  on  surrounding  na-  before  all  tiie  nations."     Were  moral  principle 

bdos,  <m  iIm  worid  at  large,  on  future  genera-  thu.)  ditfiised  among  the  different  classes  of  so- 

bou,  and  even  on  the  scenes  of  a  future  etor-  ciety,  it  could  not  fail  uf  {troducing  a  beneficial 

■tr.    For  an  action,  whetbor  good  or  bad,  per-  influence  on  the  pro<;ress  of  the  arts  and  sci- 

fimd  by  an  inctividual  in  a  certain  station  in  ences,  and  on  every  thing  that  might  tend  to  me- 

smety,  may  have  a  powerfjl  moral  influence  on  lioraie  the  condition  nf  our  fellow-Kn^atures,  and 

kibeA  and   nations  far  beyond  the   sphere  in  to  promote  the  general  improvement  of  mankind. 

Kkidi  it  was  peHbrmed,  and  on  millions  who  For,  in  endeavouring  to  promote  such  objects, 

aar  people  the  world  in  the  future  ages  of  time,  we  meet  with  as  great  a  difficulty  in  the  moral 

We  know  that  actions,  botli  of  a  virtuous  and  tm  in  the  intellectual  condition  of  mankind.  The 

vaiM\  nature,  performed  several  thousands  of  principles  of  »tlfi»hnfM$,   pride,  ambition,   and 

faun  as^i,  and  in  distant  places  of  the  world,  envy,  and  similar  dispositions,  create  obstacles 

hare  harl  an  influence  upon  the  men  of  the  pre-  in  the  way  of  scientific  and  philanthropic  im- 

mt  generation,  wbich  will  redound  either  to  the  provements,  tenfold  greater  than  any  which  arise 

imour  or  the  disgrace  of  the  actOTS,  '*  in  that  from  pecuniary  resources  or  physical  impedi* 

<iy  when  God  shall  judge  the  world  in  righto-  *  menb<.    But  were  such  principles  undermined, 

Miaejs,  and  reward  every  man  according  to  bis  and  a  spirit  of  good-will  and  affection  pervading 

«erks."    We  also  know,  that  there  are  certain  tlic  mass  of  society,  the  machinery  of  the  niond 

aedons  whkh  to  some  minds  may  appear  cither  world  would  move  onward  with  smoothness  and 

tririal  or  indifferent,  and  to  other  minds  bene-  harmony :  and  mankind,  acting  in  unison,  and 

firial,  whkh   nevertheless  involve  a  principle  every  one  cheerfully  contributing  to  the  good  of 

which,  if  traced   to  its  remoter  consequences,  the  whole,  would  acc*>mplish  objects,  and  ben^ 

would  lead  to  the  destruction  of  the  intelligent  ficial  transiiirroations  on  the  phvsical  and  moral 

rreation.    Now,  it  is  the  man  of  knowledge  and  condition  of  society,  far  superior  to  any  thing 

'■(  nviral  perception  alone,  who  can  recognise  that  ha«;  hitherto  been  realized. 

•^rh  actions  and  principles,  and  trace  them  to  To  what  has  been  now  stated,  with  regard  to 

a  I  their   natural   and  legitimate  results.     He  the  influence  of  knowledge  on  moral  ccHiduct,  it 

tJone  can  apply,  with  judgment  and   accuracy,  may,  perha{>5,  be  objected,  that  many  instances 

L^e  ifeneral  taws  of  moral  action  to  every  parti-  occur  of  men  of  genius  and  learning  indulging  i.n 

'^jLar  circumstance,  connect  the  present  witli  tho  dissolute  and  immoral  habits,  and  that  the  higher 

frtare,  aiid  clcariy  discern  the  mure  semblance  classes  of  society,  who  have  received  a  better 

jT  CrutS  and  moral  rectitude  from  tho  reality.  education  than  the  lower,  arc  nearly  as  immoral 

I  n  ^hort,  tho  knowledge  of  'divine  revelation,  in  their  conduct.     In  replying  to  such  an  objec- 

aad    a  serious  study  of  its  doctrines  and  pre-  tion,  wc  have  to  coruiidcr,  in  the  first  place,  tohat 

repts,  must  accompany  every  other  spf^cies  of  i»  the  rt'tture  of  the  education  tuck  pcrmm*  have 

inCjrmation,  if  we  wish  to  behold  mankind   re-  received.     Most  of  thu  higher  classes  have  re- 

^jmifed  anJ  moralized.     It  is  in  the  sacre<l  ora-  ceived  a  grainmar-shcool  education,  and,  per- 

rLe«  alone,  that  the  will  of  God,  the  natural  cha-  haps,  attended  a  few  sicssions  at  an  academy  or  an 

never  uf  nan,  the   remedy  of  moral  evil,  the  university.   There  cannot,  however,  be  reckoned 

r:des  of  moral  conduct,  and  the  means  of  moral  above  one  in  ten  who  pursues  his  studies  with 

iiiprovement,  are  clearly  and  fully  unfolded,  avidity,  and  enters  into  the  spirit  of  the  instruc- 

And  the  man  who  either  rejects  tlio  revelations  tions  communicated  at  such  seminaries ;  as  it  is 

v(  heaven,  or  refuses  to  study  and  investigate  well  known  to  every  ono  acquainted  with  the 

cho  truths  and  moral  requisitions  they  contain,  general  practice  of  such  students  in  colleges  and 

rtn  nerer  expect  to  rise  to  the  sublime  heights  academies,  that  a  goodly  number  of  them  spend 

'/  virtue,  and  to  the  moral  dignity  of  his  nature,  their  time  as  much  in  fully  and  dissipation,  as  in 

But,  were  the  study  of  the  scriptures  uniformly  serious  study.     But,  although  they  had  acquired 

coDfoined  with  the  study  of  every  other  branch  a  competent  acquaintance   with  the   difl*erent 

rjf  useful  knowledge,  we  should,  ore  long,  behold  branches  to  which  their  attention  was  directed, 

a  vpooderfiil  transformation  upon  the  face  of  the  what  is  the  amount  of  their  acquisitions  7    A 

■orml  workl.     Pride,  selfishness,  malice,  envy,  knowledge  of  the  Greek  and   Latin  Classics, 

•■bitkiD,  ud  revsnge,  wouU  gradoally  be  un-  and  of  pagan  mythology,  in  the  acquisition  of 
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which  fite  yean  are  generaUy  tpent  at  the  tioo;  since  they  neglect  an  attention  1 

gramraar-school,  and  two  at  the  unirenity — and  departments  of  knowledge  which  alone  o 

the  elements  of  logic,  ethics  and  mathematical  them  in  the  paths  of  recQtude.    We  may 

philosophy.     But  such  departments  of  know-  expect  to  gather  "  gmpes  from  thorns 

ledge,  in  <Ae  loa^  m  whi^  they  have  been  general^  from  thistles,"  as  to  expect  pure  moral! 

taughtf  have  no  necessary  connexion  with  reli-  those,  however  high  they  may  stand  in 

gion  and  moral  conduct.    On  the  contrary,  by  acquirements,  who  either  neglect  or  opp 

keeping  the  principles  of  Christianity  carefiiUy  great  truths  of  religion. — We  do  not  mea 

out  of  riew,  and    even  insinuating  objections  ever,  to  insinuate,  that  the  subjects  all 

against  them,  some  professors  of  these  sciences  above  are  cither  trivial  or  unworthy  < 

have  promoted  the  cause  of  infidelity,  and  con-  prosecuted.    On  the  contrary,  we  are  fi 

sequently  impeded  the  progress  of  genuine  mo-  suaded,  that  there  is  not  a  subject  wh 

rality.     What  aid  can  be  expected  to  morality  ever  come  under  human  investigation,  wl 

from  a  mere  grammar-school  education,  when  secuted  with  proper  views,  and  in  co 

the  acquisition  of  words  and  phrases,  and  the  with  other  parts  of  knowledge,  but  may 

abaurd  notions  and  impure  practices  connected  dered  subservient,  in  some  way  or  anoth 

with  Roman  and  Grecian  idolatry,  form  the  pro-  to  the  intellectual  and  the  moral  improve 

minent  oligects  of  attention ;  and  when,  as  too  man.    But,  when  we  speak  of  diffusm^ 

frequently  happens,  no  instructicHW  in  Christi-  knowledge  among  the  mass  c£  mankind 

anity  are  communicated,  and  not  even  the  forms  not  so  much  allude  to  the  capacity  of  be; 

of  religion  attended  to  in  many  of  those  aemina-  to  translate  fit>m  (me  language  into  anoi 

riea?     The  mere  acquisition  of  languages  is  not  knowing  the  sentiments  of  the  ancient 

the  acquisition  of  useful  knowledge :  they  are,  and  Romans,  and  the  characters  and  sq 

at  best,  but  the  tneam  of  knowledge ;  and  al-  of  |heir  gods  and  goddesses,  or  to  the  fa* 

though  we  would  not  discourage  any  one,  who  distinguishing  ancient  cdns,  fragments  o 

has  it  in  his  power,  from  prosecuting  such  stu-  or  pieces  of  armour — as  to  the  facts  of 

dies,  yet  it  is  frcnn  other  and  more  important  science,   and  revelation,  particularly  i 

brandies  of  study  that  we  expect  assistance  in  bearing  upon  the  religious  views  and  th< 

the  cause  of  moral  improvement.  conduct  of  mankind.    And,  if  the  attei 

With  regard  to  men  of  learning  and  genius,  the  great  body  of  the  people  were  dire 

we  have  likewise  to  inquire  into  the  nature  and  such  subjects,  fix>m  proper  principles  a 

tendency  of  their  literary  pursuits,  before  we  can  tives,  and  were  they  exhibited  to  their  vi 

aioertain  that  they  are  calculated  to  prevent  the  lucid  and  interesting  manner,  there  cannc 

influence  of  immoral  propensities  and  passions,  smallest  doubt,  that  the  interests  of  virtu< 

Persons  are  designated  men  of  learning,  who  pure  and  undefiled  religion  would  be  there 

have  made  proficiency  in  the  knowledge  of  the  rooted  to  an  extent  far  beyond  what  has  < 

Ghreek,  Latin,  French,  German  and  other  Ian-  been  realized, 
guages, — who  are  skilled  in  mythology,  antiqui- 
ties, criticism,  and  metaphysics,  or  who  are  pro-  ■ 
fotmd  students  in  geometry,  algebra,  fluxions, 

and  other  branches  of  the  mathematics.    But  it  SECTION  VIII. 
ii  easy  to  perceive,  that  a  man  may  be  a  pro- 
found linguist,  grammarian,  politician,  or  anti-  on  the  utility  or  khowledoe  nr 
quarian,  and  yet  not  distinguished  for  virtuous                  tioii  to  a  putcjke   world. 
conduct ;  for  such  departments  of  learning  have 

no  direct  bearing  upon  moral  principle  or  con-         Man  is  a  being  destined  for  eternity 

duct.     On  the  contrary,  when  protecuied  exdu-  present  world  through  which  he  is  trave 

«iu0^,  to  the  negkdtofVie  more  euhetantial parti  only  a  transitory  scene,  introductory  to  s 

o/kmnUedgey  and  wider  the  in/luentx  of  certain  and  an  immortal  existence.    When  his  cc 

opiniont  and  pr^udieeaj  they  have  a  tendency  frame  sinks  into  the  grave,  and  is  resolv 

to  withdraw  the  attention  fi^  the  great  objects  its  primitive  elements,  the  intellectual  pi 

of  religion,  and  consequently  from  the  most  by  which  it  was  animated  shall  pass  into  i 

powerful  motives  which  excite  to  moral  action. —  region,  and  be  happy  or  miserable,  accoi 

We  have  likewise  to  inquire,  whether  such  per-  the  governing  principles  by  which  it  v 

sons  have  made  the  Christian  revelation  <Hie  tuated  in  the  present  life.    The  worid  in 

great  object  of  their  study  and  attention,  and  we  now  reside  may  be  considered  as  th< 

whether  they  are  frequently  employed  in  serious  nursery  of  our  fbture  and  eternal  existent 

contemplatioiis  of  the  perfections  of  the  Creator,  state  oif  probation  in  which  we  are  educa 

aa  displayed  in  the  economy  of  the  universe.    If  an  immortal  life,  and  as  preparatory  to  < 

audi  studies  be  altogether  overiooked,  we  need  tering  oo  higher  scenes  of  contemplati* 

not  wonder  that  such  characters  ^ould  fim|uent-  enjoyment.    In  this  point  of  view,  it  is 

)y  M»  into  the  paths  of  infideUtj  and  dianp^r,.  portaoce  to  consider,  that  OMr^praacit  vie 
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TCeoDectian  will  he  carried  aloiij;  with  us  into  or  bo  trained  up  in  iho  knowlodKCofcvory  thing 

Ihat  Cilure  worid.  that  our  virtiie.<i  or  vices  will  that  ha«  a  brarinjj  on  itj  eternal  dnHtinatiun. 

bnas  bmmartal  us  ouraetvef,  an!  indaence  our  On  t!ie  o«uitrary,  luithinj;  ran  he  of  higher  value 

fitvw  as  well  as  our  present  happim-ss,  and,  anil  imptirtoncv  to  RTory  human  being,  consider- 

coMcquentlj,  that  every  ttu.ly  in  which  we  en-  ed  t^  immortal,  than  to  bi*  trained  to  habits  of 

{ife,  every  dUpoMtion  we  irnw  cultivate,  and  reasoning  ami  ruflucticm,  and  to  acquire  that 

every  actioa  we  perfuna,  is  to  be  regarded  as  knowledge  uf  bin  Creator,of  himsflf,  of  hisdiity, 

ponlin^  beyond  the  present  to  an  unncen  and  and  of  t Tic  rclation.-i  in  which  he  stands  to  this 

naaal  existence.  world  and  to  the  next,  wliich  will  qualify  him  fur 

If,  then,  wa  admit  that  the  present  state  is  con-  the  society  in  which  he  is  hereafter  to  mingle, 

MCltd  with  the  future,  and  that  fhe  hojr  of  death  an;l  the  part  hv  has  tn  an  in  a  higher  scene  of 

iianC  the  termination  of  our  eti-itencc,  it  must  action  an-l  enjoym'ut.     For,  as  gross  ignorance 

bea  aaller  nt  the  utmost  importance,  that  the  is  the  sourci*  of  immoral  action,  and  as  immoral 

wndqfevery  cantlidale  Cm-  iremorlality  be  tutor-  principles  ai.d  habits  unfit  the  tout  for  the  plca- 

riin  thMe  departmonts  of  knowledge  which  have  sures  and  employments  of  an  immortal  state,  the 

aidatiaa  to  th:>  future  world,  aiid  which  will  man  who  is  all iwi'd  to  remain  amidst  the  natural 

tflod  to  qualify  him  lor  engaging  in  the  employ-  darkness  of  his  uudurstanding,  can  have  little 

ntaUf  wad  £>r  relishing  the  pleasures  and  enjoy-  hope  uf  happiness  in  tike  future  worid  since  he 

■eais  of  that  slate.    The  following  remarks  are  id  destitute  of  thone  qualifications  which  are  re- 

ittaied  to  tikutrate  this  poaitioiL  qui^itu  in  ord^'r  b>  hi.i  relisliing  its  enjoyments. 

We  may  remariit  in  the  first  place,  in  general,  Scientific  kruneM^^,  as  well  as  that  which  is 
6it  At  hunaledgt  offptind  in  th*  preaenl  Uate^  commonly  designated  theological,  is  fo  6e  oei»- 
vhatever  be  iu  nature,  vnU  ht  carried  along  with  ridered  a»  having  a  rflation  to  the  future  world, 
w  when  we  muf  our  ^jfhl  to  the  eternal  world.  Science,  as  I  have  already  had  occasion  to  no- 
lo pisang  into  that  world  we  shall  not  lose  any  tice,  is  nothing  else  than  an  investigation  of  the 
«f  the  BMKtal  faculties  we  now  possess,  nor  shall  divine  perfections  and  o(>erations  as  displayed 
veloM  our  tdeiitify,  or  consciousness  of  being  in  the  ccomimy  of  the  universe;  and  we  have 
lit  Suae  peraons  we  now  feel  ourselves  to  be ;  every  ground  to  conchidc,both  firom  rea8(n)  and 
atharwise,  we  behoved  to  be  a  different  order  of  from  revelation,  that  such  investigations  will  be 
creatures,  and  consequently  could  not  be  the  carried  forward,  on  a  more  enlarged  scale,  in 
lubjecAs  either  of  reward  or  of  punishment  for  tlie  future  world,  where  the  intellectual  powers, 
Uj  thing  dniw  in  the  present  state.  Adestruc-  freed  from  the  obstructions  which  now  impede 
tisn  ef  our  faculties,  or  a  total  change  of  them,  their  opnrati:>n,  will  become  more  vigorous  and 
or  the  losiof  con-Kiousness,  would  be  equivalent  expansive,  and  a  more  extensive  scene  of  divino 
t->an  annihilation  of  our  existence.  But,  if  we  operation  be  presi'nted  to  the  view.  There  are 
carry  int  i  the  future  state  all  our  moral  and  in-  certain  appliadinn*  of  scientific  principles,  in- 
(-3<Kiiiil  i^wiTJi,  we  muHt  aNo,  of  necessity,  deed,  w^hich  may  have  a  refi-rcnce  solely  to  the 
'trrv  a-'^ms  wirh  them  all  the  reci»lleclions  nf  the  condition  of  :»o<'iety  in  tht;  present  life,  such  as, 
iwtri'-n*.  Kfrt.  aii:l  all  liie  knowlcd-je,  both  physical  in  the  construc:ion  of  cranes,  divinx-belLs,  speak- 
is\  ra-jra!.  which  these  facukies  enabled  us  to  in{r-trumpets,  steani-carriaireH  and  fire^ngines; 
%:']uire.  \V«  have  an  exeniplitication  of  this  but  the  general  priiiei;»le^  on  which  such  ma- 
»5  lh«r  p-.raVe  of  our  Saviour  resiMJCting  the  rich  chines  are  c<»n^tni€-te.il,  may  be  applicable  to 
wia  lad  Lazaras,  where  Abraham  is  represent-  thousands  of  ohjrcts  and  operations  in  other 
*i  a<  a  i  Ircrwing  the  former  in  these  words ;  wwlds  with  which  we  are  at  present  uiiacqnaint- 
■  Sw,  Ttmemh&,  that  thou  in  thy  lifetime  re-  e«l.  The  views,  howi*ver,  which  science  has 
"-iTtfdst  ihv  sjool  things,  and  likewise  Lazarus  opened  of  the  wi*ilom  and  bcncvolenrc  of  the 
'•■il  things  ;"  evid«Mitly  imjilyinji,  that  the  rich  Diity,  of  the  muUiplif.ity  of  id«as  and  concep- 
mvi  retained  the  power  of  mfmor^,  that  he  pos-  timis  wiiieh  have  exi  itrd  in  his  iufmite  mind,  of 
vi«  %1  a  cmsciousnesa  that  he  was  the  same  hi-*  almijjhfy  power,  and  of  the  boundless  range 
tib'iing  b  -ing  that  existed  in  a  formi-r  state,  and  of  Ids  openil  i-)ns— will  not  he  lost  when  we  enter 
tin  h-s  had  a  perfect  recoMeciion  of  the  conduct  into  the  eti-rn.U  worj.!.  They  will  pre[>aru  the 
»  immjel,  and  the  scenes  in  which  he  was  sou!  for  hiiin  r  se.  nes  nf  contemplation,  for  ac- 
placrd  in  this  sublunary  wi>rld.  If,  then,  it  be  quiring  nior.-  expausivi-  views  of^  divine  perfeo- 
iiaiUed,  that  we  shall  be,  substantially,  the  tion,  and  for  taking  ni.ire  extensive  and  sublime 
ttm*  intellectual  beings  as  at  present,  though  exeur»*ions  t!irou«li  the  boundli'ss  empire  ofOm- 
fboed  in  diOerent  circumstanr^is,  and  that  the  ni|iotence.  Thr*  same  may  be  affirmed  of  the 
deasuri  miral  principles  we  now  acquire  will  prineiplesofarithmi-tic,  algebra,  geometry,  conic 
?«•  aion*  with  us  into  futurity,  and  influence  sertiirtu,  and  other  departments  of  the  mathe- 
^cooducl  and  happiness  in  tliat  state, — it  can-  mitics,  which  contain  truths  that  are  eternal  and 
«t  be  a  matter  of  inditfurence  wh«:thcr  the  mind  uncluin«/e«ble,  ami  that  are  applicable  in  every 
•^•a  immortal  being  be  left  to  gro|»e  amidjt  the  mole  of  exinenee,  and  to  the  circumstances  of 
••ti  of  i^orancc,  and  to  sink  into  immorality,  all  wyrlds.  Such  knowledge  may  form  the  ground 
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work  of  all  our  future  improvemenU  in  the  world     conversation  in  the  social  circle,  the  topic  of* 
heyood  the  {rravo,  and  give  to  those  who  have     future  world,  and  our  relation  to  it,  is  studioiMiv 
acquired  it,  in  conjunction  with  the  cultivation     avoided.     While  a  person  may  talk  vrith  tke 
of  moral  principle,  a  superiority  over  others  in     utmost  caxe  about  a  projected  voyage  to  Ams* 
the  employments  and  investigations  peculiar  to     rica,  the  East  Indies,  <Mr  Van  Diemen's  Land, 
that  higher  flphore  of  existence ;    and,  conse-     and  the  geographical  peculiarities  of  these  re- 
quently,  a  more  favourable  and  advantageous     gions,  and  bo  listened  to  with  pleasure — were  be 
outset  into  the  new  and  unknown  regions  of  the     to  talk,  in  certain  respectable  compaaiesi  of  bis 
invisible  state.    To  suppose,  that  the  leading     departure  to  another  world,  and  of  the  importaM 
principles  of  scientific  knowledge  are  of  utility     realities  to  which  he  will  be  introduced  in  that 
only  in  the  present  world,  is  not  only  contrary  to     state, — were  he  even  to  suggest  a  hint,  that  tbt 
every  enlightened  idea  wo  can  form  of  the  future     scone  of  our  eternal  destination  ou^  oeca- 
■tatc,  either  from  reason  or  revelation,  but  wouki     sionally  to  form  the  subject  of  conversatioii^iM 
remove  aame  of  the  strongest  motives  which     either  a  sarcastic  sneer  or  a  solemn    gksMi 
should  induce  us  to  engage  in  the  prosecution  of     would  appear  on  every  face,  and  he  would  be 
uaofiii  knowledge.     If  science  is  to  be  considered     regarded  as  a  wild  enthusiast  or  a  sanctimo* 
as  altogether  confined  in  its  views  and  effects,     nious  hypocrite.     But  why  should  men  manifeil 
to  the  transitory  scene  of  this  mOTtal  state,  its     such  a  degree  of  apathy  in  regard  to  this  topiiv     - 
attainment  becomes  a  matter  of  comparatively     and  even  an  aversion  to  the  very  idea  of  it,  if 
trivial  importance.     To  a  man  hastening  to  the     they  live  under  solemn  inprenions  of  their  eoK 
verge  of  life,  there  could  be  no  strong  induco>     nexion  with  an  immortal  existence?    Every ons 
ment  to  listen  to  its  deductions  or  to  engage  in     who  admits  the  idea  of  a  future  worM,  must  also 
its  pursuits.    But,  if  the  principles  of  science,     admit,  that  it  is  one  of  the  roost  interesting  and     ^ 
when  combined  with  the  trutlis  of  revelation,  ex-     momentous  subjects  that  can  occupy  hii  attc»> 
tend  to  hi^r  objects  than  the  construction  of     tion,  and  that  it  as  &r  exceeds  ia  importance  the 
machinery  and  the  embellishment  of  human     concerns  of  this  life,  as  the  ages  of  eternity  n* 
life, — if  thay  point  beyond  the  present  to  a  future     ceed  the  fleeting  periods  of  time.    And,  if  m,     , 
worid,  if  they  tend  to  exgtjod  our  views  of  the     why  shouUl  we  not  appear  as  eager  and  intii 
attributes  of  tiie  Divinity,  and  of  the  grandeur     ested  in  conversation  on  this  subject,  as  «•     ^ 
of  his  kingdom,— -^nd  if  they  prepare  the  mind     sometimes  are  in  relation*to  a  voyage  to  aoBt 
for  entering  into  more  ample  views  and  profound     distant  land  ?.    Yet,  among  the  majori^  of  o« 
investigations  of  his  plans  and  operations,  in  that     fellow^men,  tliere  is  scarcely  any  thing  to  wliidi 
■tate  </ immortality  to  which  we  are  destined, —     their  attention  is  less  directed,  uid  the  veiy  idet     ' 
it  must  be  a  matter  of  importance  to  every  hu-     of  it  u  almost  kMt  amidst  the  bustle  of  bnraMMB,     *^ 
man  being,  that  his  mind  be  imbued  with  such     the  acquisition  of  wealth,  the  dissipations  of  so-.    7 
knowledge,  as  introductory  to  the  employments     ciety,  and  the  vain  pageantry  <^fa^ionable  Ufii. 
of  that  eternal  world  which  lies  befeire  him. —     Among  many  other  causes  6t  the  indiffereaea    ^ 
But,  we  may  remark  more  particularly  which  prevails  on  this  subject,  i^noraaes  and    ^ 

In  the  second  place,  that  the  aequimtion  of  g^     mental  inactivity  are  none  of  the  least.     Un-    **' 
iiera/  hwnakdg^^  and  hahiis  of  menttU  activity f     nsersed  in  sensual  gratifications  and  pursnilf,     ^ 
Wfuld  induee  persons  to  terious  inquirie$  into  Ae     unacquainted  with  the  pleasures  of  intellect,  aai     *' 
twUnea  of  a  future  atale.    Although  there  are.     unaccustomed  to  rational  trains  of  reflection,     ^ 
fow  persons,  in  a  Christian  country,  who  deny     multitudes  pass  through  life  without  any  aerkwa     '■ 
the  existence  of  a  future  world,  yet  we  have  too     consideration  of  the  future  scene  of  anoChtr     '^ 
much  reason  to  believe,  that  the  great  majority     world,  resolved,  at  the  hour  of  diasohition,  to    ^ 
of  tlie  population  in  every  coun^  are  not  tko-     take  their  chance  with  the  generatMMW  that  Imvo     ^ 
roughly  convinmd  of  this  important  truth,  and     gone  before  them.  But,  were  men  once  ■rooead    ^ 
that  they  pass  ilieir  lives  just  as  if  the  present     to  mental  activity,  and  to  the  exercise  of  their    '^- 
were  the  ultimate  scene  of  their  destination,     reasoning  powers  on  important  objects,  they    ^ 
Notwithstanding  all  the  "  church-going**  which     would  be  qualified  for  investigating   the  evi»    ^s 
is  so  common  among  us,  both  among  the  higher     dences  which  demonstrate  the  iminortalitj  of    ^- 
and  the  k>wcr  classes,  and  the  numerous  ser-     man,  which  could  not  fail  to  impress  their  n^ida    ^  ' 
raons  which  are  preached  in  relation  to  this  sub-     with  a  strong  conviction  -of  the  digni^  of  dieir    *) 
ject,  it  does  not  appear,  that  the  one-half  of  our     intellectual  natures,  and  of  their  high  deatin-    **' 
population  have  any  fixed  and  impressive  belief     tk>n.     Those  evklences  are  to  be  fmind  in  Ifae    ^ 
cfllie  reality  of  an  eternal  world.    If  it  were     Christian  revelation  which  has  "brought  Gfc    ^' 
otherwise,  it  would  be  more  frequently  manl-     and  immortality  to  light,**  and  thrown  a  radiuM    ^  V 
tested  in  their  general  temper,  conversation  and     on  the  scenes  beyond  the  grnve.  But,  even  ndo*    Hr 
conduct.    But  we  find  the  great  mass  of  society     pendently  of  revelation,  the  evidencea  whieb 
as  keenly  engaged  in  tlie  all-engrossing  pursuit     prove  tho  immortal  destiny  of  man,  from  ike     10 
iof  wealth  and  honours,  as  if  the  enjoyments  of     light  of  nature,  are  to  strong  and  powerfiil,  thlly    ^ 
Ihif  worid  were  to  last  for  ever.    In  general    vriien  weighed  with  •eriouanese  and  imynrdilltf*   S 
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pew  MUufaetory  to  erery  canliJ  and  join  in  their  mihlimo  coaTeraatioa  on  die 

g  miaJ.     Wheu  w«  consi-Ier  the  iiii^ft  exaUf d  subjects.    One  of  the  employroaoti 

*/  of  the  docninc  oT  nian*^  inirnor-  in  which  thoy  will  be  incessantly  engaged,  will 

ha«  prevai  eJ  in  all  a^es  and  na-  bo,  to  contemplate  the  divine  works  and  admi- 

we  eonsi'ier  the  denre  o/future  «»-  nistration,  and  to  investigate  the  wonders  at 

ited  IB  the  human  breast— ^Ar  noble  creatinr^  [lowcr,  wisdom,  and  goodness,  as  dis- 

en/liiefl  with  which  man  is  cn-.lowod,  played  t!]rou*;liuut  the  uuivcrse.     For  such  are 

\%dtunQflaMwkilgf  wiiicli  r>rin<<  a  the  representations  given  in  scripture  of  the  cx» 

n^-'itution — the  capacity  of  mifdnf  Grci.xcs  of  the  heavenly  world.     Its  inhabitants 

fren  ''jwardj  intKUecliial  and  moral  are  rt^itrescntcd  as  raising  the  foilowiug  song  of 

he  MnUmiUdran^e  of  view  which  is  prai<fe  to  their  Creator,  "  Great  and  niarvoUous 

lo  human  facul:ic!4  throus[hout  the  are  thy  works.  Lord  God  Almighty !    Just  and 

f  tfoee    and   dun^n — the  mor^d  true  arc  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  saints,"  which 

ion  with  which  man  is  endowed,  evidently  implies,  that  both  the  wonders  of  his 

wcif  T  of  perpetual  expansion  and  creation,  and  the  plan  of  his  moral  government, 

t  appreheasioBS  woAforAodinge  of  are  the  subjects  of  their  intense  study  and  inre^ 

en  under  the  influence  of  remorse—  tij^aMon.     And,  in  another  scene  exhibited  in 

I  uaie  of  the  mc^al  world  when  con-  the  book  of  Revelation,  they  are  represented  in 

the  systematic  order  of  the  mate-  the  sublime  adorations  they  offer  to  "  Him  who 

ejual  dutnbtUioH  of  reward*  attd  liveth  for  ever  and  ever,"  as  exclaiming,  "  Thou 

tvhen  riew«^d  in  connexion  with  the  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory,  and  honour, 

J — 'Jie  abnrdiiy  of  admitting  that  and  power;  for  thou  hast  created  all  things,  and 

prineipte  in  men  wiU  ever  be  annihi-  fjr  thy  pleasure  they  are  and  were  created,** 

MS  btaiythemoue  and  abeurd  eoiuc'  plainly  indicatinjir,  that  the  scenes  of  the  mate- 

:h  wouki  folk>w,  if  the  idea  of  a  f  j-  rial  universe,  and  the  divine  perfections  as  dis- 

*  retribution  were  rejected ;  when  played  in  them,  are  the  objects  of  their  inces- 

these  and  similar  considerations,  sant^^ontemplation. 

in  assemblage  of  arguments,  which,  Now,  in  order  to  our  being  prepared  (or  such 
in  C3mbina«ijn  with  each  other,  intercourses  and  employments,  two  grand  quali- 
ible  evidence  to  the  mind  of  every  fications  are  indispensably  requisite.  In  tho 
|uirer,  that  min  is  destined  to  an  first  place,  the  cultivation  of  moral  principle  and 
itence — an  evidence  amounting  to  conduct,  or  in  other  words,  the  attainment  of 
nitration,  and  no  less  satisfactory  that  holinea  which  the  scrip^res  enjoin,  *'  witk- 
which  we  rest  our  belief  of  the  ex-  out  which,"  we  are  assureid,  "no  man  can  see 
:  Eternal  Mind.*  B'.it  the  greater  the  Lord,*'  that  in,  can  hdd  no  delightful  inters 
n  J,  in  thf^ir  present  untutored  state,  course  with  him  through  the  medium  of  his  worics 
rofcnterint;  into  such  inquiries  and  and  providential  dispensations.  Without  this 
«.  F<ir  want  of  m  >ral  and  Intel-  qualifiration,  we  are  alto<{cthcr  unfit  for  being 
iction,  thry  mav  be  said  to  "  have  introduced  into  the  assembly  of  angels  and  other 
not.  ears,  but  hear  not,  neither  do  pure  intelligences,  and  for  joining  with  tliem  in 
uid,"  an]  hence,  they  pasis  throu>rh  their  holy  services  and  sublime  adorations— as 
f  mortality,  almost  uncim'tcioiM  of  unfit  as  an  ignorant  HotentoC,  a  wild  Bosheman, 
I  to  the  eternal  world,  an  1  altoge-  or  the  lowest  dregs  of  society,  would  be  to  take 
red  fjr  its  <»xprci«es  and  enjoymcjnts.  a  part  in  an  assembly  of  learned  divines,  states- 
t\t\:icfi.  the  acjuisition  of  knowledgey  men,  r»r  pliilosophcrs.  In  order  to  a  delightful 
with  the  cuUivAfim  of  mnral  pritp-  a<si>riati(>a  with  any  rank  of  intelligences,  there 
TiMtifin  affection*,  vomtld  tend  to  pre-  must  exist  a  certain  congeniality  of  disixwition 
'for  the  irUercoume  and  employment*  and  sentiment,  without  which,  an  intimate  in- 
'nwid.  From  divine  revelation,  we  tercourse  would  be  productive  of  happiness  to 
hat  in  the  future  stale  of  happiness,  neither  party.  Persons  of  proud  and  revenge- 
shall  not  only  join  the  company  of  ful  dispositions,  and  addicted  to  vicious  indul- 
of  just  men  made  perfect,"  but  genn*,  could  fuid  no  enjoyment  in  a  society 
admitted  into  "  the  gen<Tal  asaem-  where  all  is  humility  and  affection,  harmony  and 
With  these  pure  and  superior  love ;  nor  couki  pure  and  holy  beings  delight  in 
and,  doubtless  too,  mth  the  inha-  associating  with  them,  without  supposing  the 
ler  worlds,  shall  tho  redeemed  in-  moral  laws  of  the  Creator,  and  the  constitution 
»ur  giobe  hold  delightful  intercoiu^e,  of  the  intelligent  universe  entirely  subverted. 

Such  characters  are  as  opposite  to  each  otheri 

lllustTailon  of  these  and  other  ev|.  as  light  and  darkness ;  and,  therefore,  we  may 

lure  state,  alon?  with  various  toplr^  as  soon  expect  to  make  the  East  and  West 

!» this  subject  the  author  r|^«r>ej;tf  "[Jf  points  to  meet  together,  or  to  stop  the  planets  in 

crs  to  a  work  whlrli  he  liitely  put)-     '     .  ^  -  t  •  • i...^. 

I "  r*s  PhilMopkyq/ a  Future  8tMU."  their  career,  as  to  form  a  harmonious  unioo  do- 
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tween  thB  ignomit  and  Ticknu,  and  the  en-  cealcd  from  mortab  the  reasona  of  ila 
lightened  and  virtuous  inhabiuuits  of  the  erles^  for  ever  wiilidrawn!  Having  taken  a 
tial  world.  In  the  next  place,  a  knowledj^e  of  aurvey  of  tht  displays  of  divine  wisdom  aaiii 
the  character  of  God,  of  his  moral  disp<nisa-  goodness,  in  the  arrangement  of  our  tuUtnMrf 
taons,  and  of  his  works  of  creation,  must  fiirm  a  system,  and  in  the  comctruction  ef  the  anlMl^ 
preparation  for  the  exercises  of  the  heavenly  and  vegetable  tribes  with  which  it  is  fiimisbedf 
siate ;  since  these  are  some  of  the  subjects  having  directed  his  views,  by  the  light  of  sci- 
which  occupy  ths  atten'ion  o£  "  the  inniOner'  ence,  to  the  celestial  regions  ;  having  caught  a 
able  company  of  angels  and  the  spirits  of  just  glimpse  ofthc  astonishing  oppratiion  of  alnugtiiy 
men  made  perfect.**  But  how  couid  we  be  sup-  power  in  ihe  distant  spaces  of  the  firmaaMsu;^ 
posed  to  engage  in  such  studies,  and  to  relibh  having  besn  overwhelmed  with  wonder  and 
aoch  eniploynienCs,  if  we  remain  altogether  im-  amazement  at  the  extent  and  grandeur  of  the 
acquainted  with  them  till  our  spirits  take  their  divine  empire  ;  having  cast  many  a  longing  kMk 
fU^t  from  these  tabernacles  of  clay?  How  towardsdistant  worlds,  mingled  with  many aox' 
eould  a  nuun  whoee  mind  is  continually  grovelling  ious  inquiries  into  their  nature  and  deatiiuUioiv 
among  the  meanest  and  the  most  triviid  objects,  which  he  ^as  unable  to  rosolve,  and  having  Mi 
whose  soul  never  rises  above  the  level  of  his  an  ardent  desire  to  learn  the  history  CiT  theis 
daily  labours,  which  necessity  compels  him  to>  peculation,  attd  to  beheld  the  scene  of  the  imi-^ 
perferm,  whose  highest  grati6cati<m  is  to  carouse     verse  a  little  more  unfolded— what  transportiiif 

with  his  feUows,  to  rattle  a  set  of  dice,  or  to-  joys  must  be  felt  by  such  an  individual,  when 

■luiffle  a  padk  of  cards,  and  who  is  incapable  of  he  shall  enter  into  a  worid  where  *'  he  Aall 

protecnting  a  train  df  rational  thought — how  know  even  as  also  he  is  known ;"  where  the  veil 

ooaU  sttefa  a  one  be  supposed  qualified  for  enter*  which  intercepted  his  view  of  the  wcodera  of 

faig,  with  bCelligenee  and  delight,  into  the  sub-  creating  power  shall  be  removed ;  where  dw 

Him  invest^atioos,  said  the  loAy  contemplations  cherubim  and  tkc  seraphim,  who  have  wioged 

which  arrest  the  attention,  and  form  the  chief  Iheir  flight  tlirough  regions  of  immensity'  im- 

•xerctses  "ct  the  saints  in  light?*'     There  ia  passable  by  mortals,  shall  rehearse  the  hiatoiy 

an  utter  inetuigniity  in  the  idea,  that  a  rude  and  of  other  worUs ;  where  the  sphere  of  tisioo  wii 

ignorant  nind  could  rehsh  the  ei^yments  of  the  be  enlarged,  the  foculties  invigorated,  and  the 

haavenly  worid,  onleas  it  be  enlightened  and  glories  of  divine  goodness,  wisdom  and  omntpo^ 

tnaiafofiuad  into  the  image  of  its  Creator ;  and  tence  displayed  in  all  their  effulgence !    Having 

we  haw  nor  wwrant  from  reveUuioo  to  ccmchide  familiarized  such  objects  to  his  mnKl,  dani| 

that  mch  a  trauafaruiation  will  be  effected,  after  this  first  stage  of  his  existence,  be  will  enter  en 

the  q»irit  has  taken  its  flight  to  the  invisible  the  prosecution  of  new  discoveries  of  divinr 

■tate.  perfection,  vrith  a  renovated  holy  ardour,  af 

Bat  it  is  easy  to  conceive  wh^  transporting  which  rude  and  grovelling  minds  are  Mcnpable, 

pleasorea  will  be  fek  by  an  enlightened  and  which  will  fill  his  soul  with  extatic  raptiire<« 

tirtoous  individual  when  he  is  oshered  into  a  even  "  with  joy  unspeakable  and  full  of  gloty.'^ 

soene  where  his  prospects  will  be  enlarged,  hia  ,    Let  us  suppose,  for  the  suke  of  iUustratioo, 

frcuhies  expanded,  aiid  the  causes  which  now  two  iadividuak  d*  opposite  characten  entering 

obatniet  their  energies  for  ever  removed.    He  the  foture  worid  at  the  same  time— the  one  rodep 

w31  fed  himself  in  his  native  element,  will  re-  ignorant,  and  vicious,  and  the  other  **  renewed 

•lime  his  former  investigations  on  a  more  en-  in  ths  spirit  of  his  mind,'*  and  enlightened  widi 

larged  scale,  and  with  more  vigour  and  activity,  all  the  knowledge  which  science  and  revelatiD» 

and  enjoy  the  prospect  of  perpetually  advancing  can  famish — it  is  evident,  that,  although  they^ 

frtMn  one  degree  of  knowledge  and  felicity  to  were  both  ushered  into  the  same  locality,  their 

another  throughout  an  intemuiiahle  succession  state  and  enjoyments  would  be  altogelh^  <Hflb* 

ef  existence.    Having  studied  the  moral  charac-  rent.    The  one  would  sink,  as  it  were,  to  hiv 

tor  of  God  as  displayed  in  his  word,  and  in  the  natural  level,  foUowiag  the  principles,  propciHH 

dispmsations  of  his  provideiice;  having  ao-  ties  and  passions  which  he  previously  indolged; 

<|ii&«d,  after  all  his  researches,  only  a  feint  and  and,  altbMigh  he  were  admitted  into  the  soeiet^ 

imperfect  glimpse  of  his  moral  attnbutes ;  hav-  of  pure  and  enlightened  spirits,  he  wonkl  reanin 

ing  met  whh  many  dificnlties  and  labyrinths  in  as  a  cheeriess,  insulated  wretch,  without  inid* 

the  movements  of  the  dhrine  government  which  leetnal  activity,  and   destitute  of  eqiqmeHt 

he  was  altogether  unable  to  unravel,  which  pro-  FindBag  no  pleasures  suited  to  his  DcnighlMl 

dnced  sn  ardent  longing  after  a  more  enlar^  Mnid  uid  his  grovdhng  affectioos,  be  wweM  In. 

ephere  of  vision— how  gratifying  to  such  a  mmd  lam  to  flee  to  other  regions  and  to  more  cbagik 

mat  it  be, -to  eontemplate  the  divine  character  nial  associates,  as  the  owl  flies  fitsn  tiia  voiri: 

k  the  ftdness  of  its  glory,  to  heboid  the  apparent  groveand  theaockty  ofthefe«thei«dclioir|tai. 

ineonsistenciea  of  the  dMne  government  recoo*  prefers  the  shades  oTni^t  to  the  beanv  af  4li|p».* 

iilsd,  its  intricate  masea  unravelled,  its  widdom  tike  this  gloomy  bird,  which  deligfats  in  efanMii  ' 

wiNelitndedkflny«^tadtheTeflwfaiGb€»*  nUuiawuixvi^pAmtUdhmii  miiMkVff^^ 
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■**"— '-g  fl*"*"*^  **^  flowery  meads-T-the  iman-        If,  then,  it  appoars,  that  we  shall  carry  the 

^^mm»A  luid  uwanctified  soul  woukl  feei  itsvlf  knowlcd^j  oikl  moral  habits  wo  acquire  in  tiiis 

■ikappy  and  impriaamtdj  as  it  wore,  eren  amidst  life  alonir  with  u«  into  the  other  world, — and  if  a 

anHphaat  ■pints,  and  the  splendours  of  immor-  certain  portion  of  rational  and  religious  informal 

tol  day.    Whereas  the  oCher,  having  ardently  ti«>n  and  moral  princii>ie  is  essenlially  roquijite 

■oagad  for  ancb  a  state,  and  haring  previously  to  prepare  us  fijir  tlie  ompbynients  and  felicities 

■adergaaa  Che  requisite  preparation  for  its  eiH  of  that  state-^y  refusing  to  patronise  every 

iiy meats,  fiieb  hiniself  in  a  region  suited  to  his  scheme  by  which  a  general  difiusion  of  know 

laaie,  miaglea  with  associates  congenial  to  his  le<lge  may  be  prum  >teJ,  we  not  oii'.y  oIUmt  mv 

ctispoiitiin,  eogagca  in  exercises  to  which  he  follownmcn  to  waiuier  amidst  the  iniifts  of  super* 

was  fignaerly  accustomed,  and  in  which  he  de-  stition,  aiid  to  nui  heodiussly  into  nuRit>rous  dan- 

Kgfalad,  brholdi  a  prospect,  boundless  as  the  gers,  both  physiical  and  moral,  we  not  only  dr> 

WTnfsn.  rismg  heme  him,  on  which  his  facul-  prive  them  of  exquisite  intellectual  enjoyments, 

liaa  laay  be  exercised  with  ereriasting  improfve-  and  prevent  the  improvement  of  the  arts  and 

wmm.  and  evrrlastinK  delight,  and,  consequently,  sciences,  but  wo  de|>rive  them,  in  a  certain  de* 

■■pis  111111  111  a  '*  folnefls  of  joy"  which  can  never  grce,  of  the  chance  of  obtaining  happiness  in  a 

he  inlernqiied,  but  will  be  always  increasing  state  of  immortality.    For  as  ignorance  is  the 

"world  wkhoat  end.^  parent  of  vice,  and  as  vicious  propensities  and 

■re  the  views  we  must  necessarily  indulgences  necessarily  lead  to  misery,  both 

IKWtiny  the  state  and  enjoyments  of  hero  and  hereafter,  the  man  whose  mind  is  left 

two  characters  in  the  life  to  come ;  and  to  grope  amidst  intellectual  darluiess,  can  enjoy 
dms  ia  no  reeisting  oTtbe  conclusion  we  have  no  weli-fuunded  hope  of  felicity  in  the  life  to 
iecfaeed  leapecting  the  ignorant  and  vicious  come,  since  he  is  unqualified  for  the  associa- 
■iJitidual,  without  sttpposing  that  something,  tions,  the  contemfdations,  and  the  employments 
•faafalent  to  a  mirade,  will  be  performed  in  <^  that  future  existence.  As  in  the  material 
hb  bslialf,  immediately  after  his  entrance  into  creation,  light  was  the  first  substance  created 
the  ionsiUe  world,  to  fit  him  for  the  employ-  before  the  chaos  was  reduced  to  beauty  and 
■aais  of  a  state  of  happiness.  But,  lor  such  order,  so,  in  the  intellectual  world,  knowledge, 
■■  opsokm  we  have  no  evidence,  either  from  or  light  in  the  understanding,  is  the  first  thing 
wiipliae  or  fimm  reason.  It  woidd  be  contrary  which  restores  the  m'jral  system  to  harmony  and 
IS  etery  thing  we  know  of  the  moral  government  order.  It  is  tlie  commencement  of  every  pro- 
of Ood  ;  it  would  strike  ai  the  fbuncution  of  all  cess  tliat  leads  to  improvement,  comfort,  and 
and  morali^ ;  it  wouM  give  encourage-  moral  order  in  this  lifi:,  and  that  prepares  us  for 

to  ignorance  and  vice ;  it  would  render  the  enjoyments  of  the  life  to  come.    But  igno* 

dl  the  eflorts  of  a  virtuous  character  ranee  is  both  the  emblem  and  the  prelude  of 

to  inereaee  in  knowledge  and  holiness  during  "  the  blacknuss  of  darkness  for  ever."     This  b 

tfie  present  life,  and  it  would  give  the  ignorant  one  of  tlie  mijst  powerful  considerations  which 

■ad  the  licentious  an  equal  reas'^  for  expuctinsr  should  itidiice  every  philantliropist  to  exert  every 

eternal  happiness  in  the  world  to  come,  aj  the  nerve,  and  to  further  every  scheme  which  has  for 

profound  Christian  philosophers,  or  the  its  object  tod itfusu  liberty,  knowledge  and  moral 

enlightened  and  pious  divines.  Besides,  principle  anung  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth, 
assured  by  the  "Faithful  and  True 


I,"  that,  as  In  the  future  world,  "he  ■■ 
who  is  righteous  shall  remain  righteous  still," 

•>  ''he  who  is  unjust  shall  remain  unjust  still,  SECTION  IX. 
■ai  he  who  is  filthy  shall  remain  filthy  still ;" 

whidi  expre««ions  seem  evidently  to  imply,  th«t  oif  the  (Ttiltty  or  oeheral  KifowLEOoc 

opportunities  will  be  granted  for  refjnn-  in  kelatio.**  to  the  study  or  divine 


inf  what  bad  been  arai«i,  and  recovering  the  revelation. 
^jUmIliJ  and  unrighteous  soul  to  purity  and  rec- 

tifegde.  *                                       ^  Or  all  the  departments  of  knowledge  to  which 

th<*  human  mind  can  be  directed,  there  is  none 

•  Vbatever  opinion  we  may  form  as  to  the  doc-  of  greater  importance  than  that  which  exhibits 

or  Univenal  Rettaratfoti,-it  wlU  be  admitted.  ^           .  character  and  condition  rf  man  as  a 

bj  the  abettors  of  that  doctrine,  that  an  unholy  *"®  "'"  cnaracicr  and  condition  oi  man  as  a 

la^ightened  soul  is  unflt  tbr  celestial  happi-  moral  agent — his  relation  to  the  Deity — his  eter« 

■■  ••>^.«f*'*»"  *^  ^  /**»»f»  «^W.  "»d  nal  destiny— the  way  in  which  he  may  be  deli- 
mods  or  millions  of  years,  era  period  equiva-  J  r        .u     _ir    .    _r          i      m         j  »u- 
IB  wkat  la  included  in  the  jihnue,  "ages  of  ▼©red  from  the  effects  of  moral  evil— and  tho 
>  majr  elapse  before  it  is  fit  for  being  restored  worship  and  service  he  owes  to  bis  Abnighty 
Sf&l'i^SSti'SSXI^'ilt^^.  Cr«U,r.    On  U»..  ««1  ldndr«.   topic,  th. 


Ut  Scripture)  the  preparation  of  human  be- 

Isp  la  the  present  life  for  a  state  of  (titure  happl-     ing  fire,  weepinc,  wailing  and  gnashing  of  teeth,** 


bs  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance,     during  the  Indemute  anulonf-contlnued  ptirtod  of 

tk  ynnsnritliiiuilbflnfi  ilsnnfnd  by  **  dsvow*    "  ages  of  ages." 

15 
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Chrisdui  rerelation  afTordi  the  moat  clear  and  those  conyictioos  impreased  upon  the  niad  bf 

MUisfactory  information,  and  the  details  which  it  the  a^ncy  of  the  Divine  Spirit, 

fiimishcs  on  these  subjects  are  of  the  highest  In  regard  to  the  external  evidences,  the  6t 

moment,  and  deeply  interesting  to  every  inha-  lowing  prc^iositions  can  be  supported  both  froB 

bitant  of  the  globe.     But  ignorance,  leagued  the  testimonies  of  profane  writers,  the  Scrip* 

with  depravity  and  folly,  has  been  the  cause  turcs  of  the  New  Testament,  and  other  ancieal 

that  tlio  sacred  oracles  have  so  frequently  been  Christian  writings  ;  viz.  1,  "  That  there  is  sa- 

treated  >vith  indjfierence  and  contempt ;    and  tisfactory  evidence  that  many  professing  to  be 

that  those  who  have  professed  to  recognise  them  original  witnesses  of  the  Christian  mirades, 

as  the  intimations  of  the  will  of  Deity  have  been  passed  tlieir  lives  in  labours,  dangers,  and  au^ 

prevented  from  studying  them  with  intelligence,  ferings,  voluntarily  undergone  in  attestation  o£ 

and  contemplating  the  facts  they  exhibit  b  all  the  accounts  which  they  delivered,  and  soldj  in 

their  consequences  and  relations.  consequence  of  their  belief  of  those  accounts ; 

In  order  to  a  profitable  study  of  the  doctrines,  and  that  they  also  submitted,  from  the  iimi 
facts  and  prophecies  contained  in  the  Bible,  it  motives,  to  new  rules  of  conduct.*'  And,  % 
is  requisite,  in  the  first  place,  that  a  deep  ajxi  "  That  there  is  not  satis&ctory  evidence,  tbnl 
thorough  conviction  be  produced  in  the  mind,  persons  pretending  to  be  original  witnewea  of 
that  they  are  indeed  the  revelations  of  heaven,  any  other  miracles,  have  acted  in  the  same  man- 
addressed  to  man  on  aarth  to  direct  his  f  iews  ner,  in  attestation  of  the  accounts  which  th^ 
and  conduct  as  an  accountable  agent,  and  a  delivered,  and  solely  in  consequence  of  their  b^ 
candidate  ibr  immortality.  From  ignorance  of  lief  of  the  truth  of  these  accounts."  These  pro- 
the  eoideneea  on  which  the  truth  of  Christianity  positions  can  be  substantiated  to  the  conviciiM 
reats,  multitudes  of  thoughtless  mortals  have  of  every  serious  and  unbiassed  inquirer ;  tbqf 
been  induced  to  reject  its  authority,  and  have  form  the  basis  of  the  external  evidence  of  the 
glided  down  the  stream  of  licentious  pleasure,  Christian  religion ;  and,  when  their  tmth  b 
*'  sporting  themselves  with  their  own  deceiv-  clearly  discerned,  the  mind  is  irresistibly  led  to 
ings,**  till  they  landed  in  wretchedness  and  ruin,  the  conclusion,  that  the  doctrines  and  facts  pro- 
The  religion  of  the  Bible  requires  only  to  be  mulgatedby  the  first  propagators  of  Christianitjr 
examined  with  care,  and  studied  with  humility  are  true.. 

and  reverence,  in  order  to  produce  a  full  coi^  The  fdlowing  propositions  can  also  be  ■at** 

vietion  of  its  celestial  origin ;  and  wherever  factorily  proved,  viz.  That  the  Jewish  religion  it 

Mich  dispositions  are  brought  into  contact  with  of  great  antiquity,  and  that  Moses  was  itafixB- 

a  calm  ami  intelligent  investigation  of  the  evi-  der — that  the  books  of  the  Old  Testamei^  won 

dences  of  revelation,  and  of  the  facts  and  doc-  extant  long  before  the  Christian  era ;  a  Greek 

trines  it  discloses,  the  mind  will  not  only  discern  translation  of  them  having  been  laid  up  in  tka 

its  superiority  to  every  other  system  of  religion,  Alexandrian  library  in  the  days  of  Ptolemy  Phh 

but  will  perceive  the  beauty  and  excellence  of  ladelphus — that  tliese  books  are  in  the  main  fe- 

its  discoveries,  and  the  absolute  necessity  of  their  nuine,  and  the  histories  they  contain  worthy  ol 

being  studied  and  promulgated  in  order  to  raise  credit — that  many  material  facts  which  are  r» 

the    human  race  from  that  degradation    into  corded  in  the  Old  Testament  are  also  mentioaed 

which  they  have  been  so  long  immersed,  and  to  by  very  ancient  heathen  writers — that  Ghristi< 

promote   the  renovation  of  the   moral  world,  anity  is  not  a  modern  religion,  but  was  professed 

And,  those  objections  and  difficulties  which  pre-  by  great  multitudes  nearly  1800  years  ago— thai 

▼iously  perplexed  and  harassed  the  inquirer  will  Jesus  Christ,  the  founder  of  this  religion,  wai 

gradually  evanish,  as  the  mists  of  the  morning  crucified  at  Jerusalem  during  the  reign  of  Tibe< 

before  the  orb  of  day.  rius  Cesar — that  the  first  publishers  of  this  re^ 

The  tvidenett  of  Christianity  have  been  ge-  ligion  wrote  books  containing  an  account  <^  th< 

nerally  distributed  into  the  estcmoZ  and  the  iV  life  and  doctrines  of  their  master,  several  oi 

itrwd.   The  external  may  a^ain  be  divided  into  which  bore  the  names  of  those  books  which  now 

dtrsoC  or  ^oUaUral.    The  dirr^  evidences  are  make  up  the  New  Teatameni — that  these  booki 

such  as  arise  fi^m  the  nature,  consistency,  and  were  frequently  quoted  and  referred  to  by  «» 

probability  of  the  facts ;  and  fi-om  the  simplicity,  merous  writers  from  the  days  of  the  apoetlot  k 

uniformity,  competency  and  fidelity  of  the  testi-  the  fourth  century  and  downwards— that  they  an 

monies  by  which  they  are  supported.    The  eo2-  genuine,  or  written  by  the  authors  whoae  nuMi 

laUtal  evidences  are  those  which  arise  firom  the  they  bear— that  the  histories  they  contain  are  k 

concurrent  testimonies  of  heathen  writers,  or  the  main  agreeable  to  those  fiicts  whidi  wen 

others,  which  corroborate  the  history  of  Chris-  asserted  by  the  first  preachers  and  received  b| 

tiaiiity  and  establish  its  leading  facts.    The  the  first  converts  to  Christianity— that  the  ' 


eridencea  arise,  either  from  the  eon-  whether  natural  or  ■apomstnral,  which  tbig 

ftrmhy  of  the  announcements  of  revelation  to  record,  are  transmitted  to  ns  with  as  great  n  4k 

flia  known  character  of  Gkid,  from  their  aptitude  gree  of  eridence  (if  not  greater)  a«  any  hktmA 

III  At  frame  and  drounfUaoeaofmiii,  or  from  oal  fcrt  reoordod  by  UrtMiaaa  of  aflowvd  dkl 
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and  npntanan—fuid  that  thBM  books  w«ro  f^enand  impoaton.     They  were  perfiNined  in 

writleD    anlar  a   aqperinlandant    inapiration.  the  (^n  &ce  of  day,  in  the  preaeDoe  of  roulti- 

Tlaaa  and  a  variety  of  aimilar  fwopotitiona  ioti-  tudea  of  peraons  of  evory  detcription ;  they  were 

■ftaly  coBpacted  with  them  can  be  flilfy  sub-  level  to  the  comprehension  of  every  man  whose 

Mwfiatml ;  and  the  necesaary  coodusioo  of  the  laculties  and  senses  were  in  a  soimd  state ;  and 

iMa  iBy  that  Christianity  is  a  revelation  from  the  conclusion  which  every  unbiassed  mind  be- 

Qal  ta  BHiit  and  that  itainilhs  are  to  be  believed,  booved  to  draw  from  them,  was,  that "  no  man 

id  ka  praoepts  practised  by  all  to  whom  they  could  do  such  miracles  unless  God  was  with 

maddraaaed.  him;'*  and,  consequently,  that  the  truths  de- 

Jlfinaefas  Ibm  one  ^Mrt  of  the  eitemal  evi-  dared  by  those  who  were  enqxnvered  to  perfi)rm 

faea  by  which  revealad  religion  is  supported,  diem,  are  the    revelations  of  heaven ;  ior  it 

f  Qod,  in  ffr—pasainrt  tc  our  benighted  and  be-  would  be  incoosistent  with  the  nature  of  the  Di- 

aUaraa  nea,  has  diought  fit  to  commimirate  a  vine  Being  to  suppose,  that  he  would  interpose 

nisialian  of  hu  wffl,  there  is  no  oonoeivaUe  his  almighty  power  to  control  the  laws  of  nature, 

Mb  bf  wfaidi  that  revelatian  ooold  be  more  for  the  purpoae  of  giving  his  sanction  to  fidae- 

fMsHUy  aileatiidj  than  by  empowering  the  hood  or  impoature. 

■■M^gari  whom  ha  inspired  to  wa^  miradea,  Of  the  reality  of  the  miraculous  events  to 

MiltaatalMiba  of  the  troth  of  the  doctrinsa  they  which  I  have  alludeid,  we  have  as  high  a  degree 

Muad.    Aoeonlingly  we  find,  that  at  the  in-  of  evidence  as  we  have  for  the  teality  of  any 

feDdadion  both  of  tbs  Jewirii  and  the  Christiatt  other  fiut  recorded  in  the  scriptures  or  in  the 

ApsassAioBa,  a  aariea  of  moontroUed  miradea  history  of  the  world.    The  nn^  lact  of  Ubs  nn 

Wi  sahftitad  to  thoae  to  whom  the  messengers  sarrseliofi  o/' Cikriir,  a  &ct  so  important  in  the 


ifmsialiuH  wera  asnt,  as  evidences  that  they     Christian  system,  and  with  whidi  all  ita  other 
Msd  aadsr  the  authority  of  the  Creator  of  the    &cta  and  doctrines  are  essentially  connected, 


Under  die  adminirtration  of  Moaaa,  rests  upoa  a  weight  of  evidence  ao  great  that 

id  tiie  Jewish  economy,  the  waters  of  the  rejection  of  it  would  be  almost  equivalent  to 

bpt  arara  turned  into  blood,  darlmeas  cofered  the  adoption  of  universal  aceptidsm.    Thiafiict 

■■■BteoaBlryftr  three  dayBythnndera  and  hail  does  not  rest  tipon  the  testimony  of  an  miknofwn 

Iviilad  in  inhabitants  and  destroyed  the  ftuita '  individual,  or  even  of  an  unknown  nsultituda, 

tfAsirgroand,  and  all  their  first-born  were  shun  but  on  the  twdve  apostles  who  had  been  pra- 

ta  esnaiial  meaaangflsr  in  one  night— die  Red  Tioosly  chosen  for  this  purpoae,  who  had  aooonH 

I  was  parted  aaimder,  the  tribaa  of  Israel  panied  their  Master  in  all  his  journeys,  who  had 

in  aaftCy  timn^  ibi  waves,  while  their  been  the  witnesses  of  his  miradea,  suflTerinn, 

"sank  as  Isad  in  the  mighty  waters ;^  and  crucifixion,  and  who  affirmed,  without  the 

«Mir  was  brought  firom  the  flinty  rode,  manna  least  hesitation,  and  in  the  &ce  of  every  threat- 

fisB  heaven  was  rained  down  to  supply  the  ening  and  persecution,  that  they  had  seen  him 

eiats  of  two  millions  of  human  beings  in  a  alive  at  different  times,  and  held  intimate  con> 

hanen  wtldemess;  mouitf  Sinai  was  made  to  verse  with  him  after  he  had  risen  firom  the  dead. 

hanUe  to  its  centre,  and  was  surrounded  with  It  rests  likewise  on  the  testimony  of  the  seven^ 

fcmes  and  smoke ;  Korah,  Dathan,  and  Abi-  disciples,  and  on  that  of  the  five  hundred  bre- 

Esn,  with  aD  the  thousands  that  joined  dieir  thren  who  had  seen  the  Lord  after  hii  resurreo- 

eoaqriraey,  were  by  a  miraculous  earthquake  tion.    These  persons  had  full  opportunity  of  in- 

asaBowed  up  in  a  moment ;  Jordan  was  divided  formation  as  to  the  fact  thoy  asserted ;  they 

aksa  ita  waters  overflowed  its  banks,  and  at  the  could  not  be  deceived,  for  it  was  brought  within 

SMBd  of  horns  the  strong  walls  of  Jericho  fell  the  evidence  of  their  senses.    They  sow  the 

pmirate  to  the  ground.     When  Jesus  Christ  body  of  the  Lord  Jesus  after  he  had  been  cruei- 

■Auduced  the  gospel  dispensation,  he  gave  in-  fied  and  laid  b  the  tomb— not  with  a  passing 

caniufei  tiUe  proofii  of  his  divme  mission,  by  glance,  but  at  diflerent  times  and  in  divera 

of  every  description  merdy  by  places;  they  had  an  opportunity  of  handling  it 


kii  word,  causing  the  lame  to  walk,  the  dmf  to  toconvince  them  it  was  no  phantom ;  they  htard 

bev,  the  dumb  to  speak,  and  the  Mind  to  see ;  him  speak,  and  enteretl  into  intimate  conversa- 

nim^  the  dead  to  lifo,  stilling  the  tempestuous  tion  with  him  on  the  subject  of  their  ftiture  mi« 

■BVSB  and  the  stormy  wind ;  turning  water  into  niatry.     They  saw  him,  not  only  separately,  but 

■■s,  leading  five  thousand  men  in  a  wilderness  together ;  not  only  by  nij;ht,  but  by  day ;  not  at 

IB  a  few  kiavoa  and  fishes ;  and,  particularly,  by  a  distance,  but  immediately  before  them.    And 

)m  own  leauriection  (ram  the  dead,  after  he  had  as  they  could  not  be  deceived  themselves,  they 

ks«  **  crucified  and  slain.**     These,  as  well  as  could  have  no  motive  for  deceiving  others ;  fat 

Aa  miraelea  wrou^t  by  Moses,  were  demon-  they  were  aware  that,  by  so  doing,  they  exposed 

iniive  evidences  of  the  agenqy  and  interfer-  themselvei  to  scorn,  persecution,  suflTerings,  and 

•DS  of  the  Moat  High ;  they  were  completely  death  itself,  without  the  most  dbtant  hope  of  r»« 

k^ond  the  power  of  mere  human  agency,  and  coropense  oither  in  this  workl  or  in  anodiflr> 

wwaJtofadwrdiflewBtfiiwitiia  tricks  of  juy>  Thair   character   and  oonduct  were  strict^ 
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watched  and  scraHnized.  Their  enemies  had  the  worid ;  and  the  narrations  of  the  eranfdbli 
taken  every  precaution  which  human  wisdom  may  be  considered  as  a  commentary  upon  these 
could  devise,  to  prevent  the  dead  body  of  their  ancient  prophiKties.  The  deliverance  of  Ifas 
Master  from  being  removed  from  the  sepulchre,  Jews  from  the  Babylonish  captivity,  and  its  ie> 
either  by  fraud  or  by  violence,  and  to  secure  the  complishment  by  Cyrus, — the  conquest  oTEgjpl 
public  from  being  deluded  by  any  attempt  at  by  Nebuchadnezzar,  foretold  by  Jeremiah,— tts 
imposture.  And  yet,  only  a  few  days  aAcr  he  suGi:e8sion  <^  the  Assyrian,  Persian,  Gredaa, 
was  buried,  and  in  the  very  place  where  he  was  and  Roman  monarchies, — the  persecution  of  dis 
crucified,  his  resurrection  wu  publicly  asserted  Jews  under  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  and  the  erec- 
and  proclaimed;  and  no  attempt  was  made  on  tion  of  the  papal  kingdom  foretold  by  Daniel,— 
the  part  of  the  Jewish  rulers  to  invalidate  the  and  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  and  the  dread- 
testimony  of  the  apostles,  by  producing  the  dead  ful  miseries  which  should  befall  its  inhabitanlii 
body  of  him  whom  they  had  crucified— on  whose  foretold  by  Jesus  Christ,  have  all  received  tbefa 
tomb  they  had  set  a  seal  and  a  guard  of  Roman  accomplishment,  according  to  the  spirit  and  ia^ 
Moldiers.  For  it  is  evident,  that  if  his  body  port  of  the  original  predictions,  and  this  aocooi- 
could  have  been  found,  they  would  have  pro-  plishment  is  embodied  in  the  history  of  natkwHi 
duced  it  as  the  shortest  and  most  decisive  con-  Bat  there  are  prophecies  which  were  uttefBd 
futation  of  the  story  of  the  resurrection.  All  several  thousands  of  years  ago,  of  the  acoan- 
these  circumstances  being  considered,  to  sup*  plishment  of  which  we  have  sensiAfe  n«cfeiioe  at 
pose  that  the  apostles  either  were  deceived,  or  the  present  moment,  if  we  look  around  os  aid 
attempted  to  deceive  the  world,  wouk!  be  to  ad-  consider  the  state  of  the  nations  and  empires  cl 
mit  a  miracle  as  great  as  that  of  the  resurreo-  the  world.  For  example,  it  was  prophanad 
tkm  itself.  But  if  the  fact  of  Christ's  resurreo-  respecting  Ishmael,  the  son  of  Abraham,  "tfwt 
Ikm  be  admitted,  the  truth  of  the  evangelical  he  should  be  a  wild  man ;  that  his  hand  dioall 
history  and  of  the  doctrines  of  Christiani^  fol-  be  against  every  man,  and  every  man's  baad 
lows  as  a  necessary  consequence.  against  him ;  that  he  should  dwell  in  the  prea* 

Pnphety  forms  another  branch  of  the  external  ence  of  all  his  bretliren ;  that  he  should  be  nal* 

evkloDces  of  religioa.    As  God  akme  can  per^  tiplied  exceedingly,  beget  twelve  princes,  ani 

oeiw  with  eertainty  die  future  actions  of  fi«e  become  a  great  Aation.**    This  predictioo  fan 

agents,  and  the  remote  consequences  of  those  been  literally  accomplished  in  the  Arub§^  dlf 

laws  dt  nature  which  he  himself  established—  undoubted  descendants  of  Iriimael,  who,  fbrtima 

prafihecT)  when  dearly  fulfilled,  affords  the  most  immemorial,  have  been  robbers  by  land  and  pi- 

ooaprincmg  eridence  of  an  intimate  and  supers  rates  by  sea ;  and  though  their  hnunds  have  beea 

natnral  comroonion  between  God  and  the  per-  against  every  man,  and  every    man's   hand 

■on  who  uttered  the  prediction.    It  is  evident,  against  them,  they  have  always  dwelt,  and  at 

however,  that  prophecy  was  never  intended  as  this  day,  siill  dwell,  in  **  the  presenca  of  didr 

an  evidence  of  an  original  revelation.    From  brethren,"  a  free  and  independent  people.    The 

ha  very  nature  it  is  totally  unfit  for  such  a  pur-  greatest  conquerors  in  the  world  have  attempted 

pose,  because  it  is  impossible,  without  some  to  subdue   them,  but  their  attempts  uniformly 

•xtrinsic  proof  of  its  divine  origin,  to  ascertain  failed  of  success.    When  they  appeared  on  tbio 

whether  any  prophecy  be  true  or  false,  till  the  brink  of  ruin,  they  were  signally  and  provkleB- 

period  arrive  vHien  it  ought  to  be  accomplished,  tially  delivered.    Alexander  was  preparing  aa 

But  when  it  is  fulfilled,  it  affords  complete  evi-  expedition  against  them,  when  he  was  cut  off 

dence,  that  he  who  uttered  it  spake  by  the  spirit  in  the  flower  of  his  age.    Pompey  was  in  Ae 

of  God,  and  that  the  doctrines  he  taught  were  career  of  his  ccmquest,  when  urgent  affairs  caDed 

dictated  by  the  same  spirit,  and,  consequently,  him  to  another  quarter.    Gallius  had  penetr^ 

true.     To  us,  therefore,  who  live  in  an  age  pos-  ted  far  into  their  country,  when  a  fatal  diaeaat 

terior  to  the  fulfilment  of  many  of  the  ancient  destroyed  great  numbers  of  his  men,  and  oblifod 

prophecies,  and  while  some  of  them  are  actually  him  to  return.     Trajan  besieged  their  capKal 

accomplishing,  the  fulfilment  of  these  predio-  city ;  but  was  defeated  by  thunder,  and  li^i»> 

tioos  forms  a  powerful  and  striking  evidence  of  ning,  and  whirlwinds.     Severus  besieged  tha 

the  divine  authority  of  the  writers  both  of  the  same  city  twice,  and  was  twice  repelled  from 

Old  and  the  New  Testament.  before  it.     Even  the  Turks  have  been  unaUa 

The  first  prophecy  which  was  given  forth  in  to  subdue  the  Arabs,  or  even  to  restrain  their 

the  garden  of  Eden,  that  "  the  seed  of  the  woman  depredations ;  and  they  are  obliged  to  pay  fb&mC 

should  bruise  the  head  of  the  serpent,''  and  the  a  sort  of  annual  tribute  for  the  safo  passage  el 

predictions  of  the  Jewish  prophets  respecting  the  the  pilgrims  who  go  to  Mecca  to  pay  their  defo^ 

appearance,  the  miracles,  the  sufferings,  the  tions.     The  curse  pronounced  upon  Ham;  dia 

death,  resurrection,  and  subsequent  glory  of  Mes-  fkther  of  Canaan,  could  also  be  shown  to  have 

aiah,  and  the  {^position  he  was  to  endure  from  been  signally  accomplish^  in  the  case  of  te 

the  people  to  whom  he  was  sent,  were  literaBy  Canaanites,  and  the  Africans,  their  descendanta, 

iAooaapfished,  when  Jesus  Chriat  appeared  ia  who  have  been  literally  "  a  aerraat  of  aerraala 
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T1MJ7  wwp  iMder  tlM  do-  fights, or btdavoimdhywiUkeMli.  8oi 
tomut,  then  of  the  Sara-  were  popular  prejiidicet  and  iiMpicwu  agaiiM 
he  Turke.  And  in  what  them,  that  in  the  year  1348»  on  mufkiom  of  their 
,  eimry,  and  laieery  do  having  poisoned  tho  springs  and  wells,  a  mSHoii 
in?  Many  thoosaods  of  and  a  Iwlf  of  them  were  crudlv  massacred.  In 
bought  and  sold,  like  beasts  1493,  fiOO;OOOofthem  were  driven  out  of  Spain, 
onrejed  from  one  quarter  and  150,000  firom  Porlngal,  and  even  at  the  pre- 
B  woiIe  of  beasts  in  another,  sent  moment  they  are,  in  most  plsces,  sobjected 
'BalyEsa  is  also  a  striking  both  to  civil  incapaciiiel  and  unchristian  severi- 
M  denunciations  of  ancient  ties.  Yet,  notwithstanding  the  hatred  and  con- 
re  consider  the  vast  extent  tempt  in  which  they  are  hekl,  wherever  they 
hat  ancient  city,  «*  the  riory  appear,  they  are.  most  oMMOely  tenneioas  of 
B  beantf  of  the  GhaUee^  the  religion  of  their  &lhsra,altfaoiigfa  their  aneea- 
nld  havo  thought  it  almost  tors  were  so  prona  to  aposlatiw  limn  it ;  and 
uU  have  become  *' an  utter  although  most  of  fhwusim  to  bantter  strangers 
^  wiU  beasts  ahouU  cry.  to  piety,  and  pour  contsmpt  on  tlienMrat  precepts 
,  and  dragons  in  its  pleasant  oftheir  own  law,  thoj  ara  most  obstinately  at- 
kshouU  never  be  inhabited  tached  to  theoinwdnialinBtitBtions  ofh,  burden- 
neration  to  generaiion,''  as  some  and  inconvenient  as  they  are.  They  hava 
d  brtUM,  several  hundreds  never  been  amalgamated  with  a^  of  the  nationa 
lostroction,andwhenitwas  among  which  th^  await ;  they  remain  a  distinct 
ght  of  its  gkiry.'*  Tet  wa  people,  notwithstanding  their  nttmerous  dispart 
hat  this  once  magnificent  sions;  their  numbeiaara  not  diminished;  and, 
mging  gardens  were  reck-  were  they  coUectad  into  one  bQdy,tbaywQukiibrai 
s  wonders  of  the  worU,  has  smttionasnumeraDaandpofwerftlasiathemost 
a  deaofattion,  that  tlie  besom  flourishing  perioda  of  the  Jewish  commonwealth. 
I  scarcely  a  single  trace  of  The  eristence  of  the  Jewa  in  ich  drmmstsncas, 
and  it  is  a  subjiect  of  di»-  as  a  dulkut  watfsn,  ao  oontraiy  to  the  history  of 
s,  whether  the  exact  site  on  every  other  nation,  snd  to  the  ooune  of  hnman 
>  yet  ascertained.  sfiairs  in  similsjr  cases,  may  justly  be  considered 
nt  state  of  the  Jews,  conn  as  a  ttandmg  wtineU  fer  the  tnilh  of  divine  re- 
predictions,  is  one  of  the  yelation.  8och  a  scene  in  the  conduct  of  the 
Bvincingproofii  of  theliteral  divine  government,  eaonot  be  paialWed  b  the 
Pestament  prophecies.  Th«i  bistoiy  of  any  other  people  on  the  &ce  of  the 
respecting  them  was  uttered  earth ;  and  their  being  permitted  so  long  to  sur- 
s  before  tfie  commencement  vive  the  dissolution  of  their  own  state,  and  to 
:  *'  The  Lord  shall  scatter  continue  a  distinct  nation,  is  doubtless  intended 
le  fixxathe  one  end  of  the  fur  the  accomplishment  of  aikother  inapcMtantpre- 
other.  And  among  those  diction,  viz.  that  "  they  may  return  oind  seek  the 
id  DO  ease,  neither  shall  the  Lord  their  God,  and  David  their  king,  and  iear 
rest,  but  the  Lmtl  shall  «;ive  the  Lord  and  his  goodness  m  the  latter  days."  In 
rt,  and  failing  of  eyes,  and  the  present  day,  we  perceive  a  tendency  towards 
'  And  thou  shalt  become  an  this  wished-for  consummation.  Within  theee 
'erb,  and  a  by-word  among  last  thirty  years,  a  greater  number  of  Jews  hae 
iv  the  L(vd  shall  lead  you."t  been  converted  to  the  professionof  the  Christian 
fthe  Jewish  nation  since  iho  faith  than  had  happened  for  a  thousand  years 
Jem,  as  well  as  the  present  before.  And  when  they  shall  be  collected  fitsn 
people,  forms  a  striking  com-  all  the  regixins  in  which  they  are  now  scattned, 
9  ancient  predictions,  and  and  brought  to  the  acknowledgment  of  Jesna 
I  been  fully  and  literally  ac-  Christ  as  the  true  Messiah,  and  to  submission 
ews,  it  is  well  known,  have  to  his  laws,  and  reinstated  either  in  their  own 
stover  the  whole  face  of  the  land  or  in  some  other  portion  of  the  globe,  sncb 
seventeen  hundred  years ;  an  event  will  form  a  sensible  demonstration  of 
sed  and  hated  by  all  nations ;  the  divinity  of  our  religion,  level  to  the  con^re- 
he  most  cruel  persecutions ;  hension  of  all  nations,  and  whidh  aQ  the  sneers 
ng  in  doubt  before  them,  and  sophisms  of  sceptics  and  infidels  will  never 
id  day  and  night,**  both  for  be  able  to  withstand. 

beir  lives ;  they  have  been  The  intenud  evidences  of  Christianity  are 

ce  cattle  in  the  market ;  they  those  which  are  deduced  from  the  natnre  of  the 

o  public  theatres,  to  exhibit  &cts,  doctrines  and  moral  precepts  which  it  re- 

thxiiLia.M  veals,  and  from  the  harmony  and  oensiatsnegr  of 

t^^m!'  aUiUipvtt.    Theislkrwmgiaabn^gi ■? 
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of  the  leading  viewi  itduch  may  be  taken  of  this  somed  to  heighten  the  ezpreesioos  by  a 

eubject.  translation  or  paraphrase,  have  &iled  in  the 

1.  The  dignity  and  majeUy  of  the  ttyU  in  tempt.    It  indicates  an  utter  want  of  true 

which  many  portions  of  the  Scriptures  are  writ-  in  any  man  to  despise  or  undervalue  these 

ten,  and  the  tubUmity  of  many  of  the  idea»  and  ings.     Were  it  not  that  the  sacred  penmen 

9eni&me!nU  they  contain,  are  strong  presuroptioos  claim  to  the  inspiration  of  the  Almighty, 

of  their  divine  original.     This  is  strikingly  cx-^  conseqi/ently,  set  themselves  in  direct  opf 

hibited  in  all  those  cases  in  which  the  perfections  to  pride,  lasciviousness,  revenge,  and  every  < 

and  operations  of  the  Deity  are  brought  into  view,  unholy  principle  and  passion,  the  bible,  in 

as  in  such  passages  as  the  following, — "He  of  the  beauty  and  sublimity  of  its  sentiments,! 

hangeth  the  earth  upon  nothing ;  he  bindeth  up  the  variety  of  interesting  information  it 

the  waters  in  his  thick  clouds ;  he  hath  compass-  would  be  prized  more  bi^ly  by  every  man 

od  the  waters  with  bounds,  until  the  day  and  taste  than  all  the  other  writings  either  of 

night  come  to  an  end;  the  pillars  of  heaven  philosophers  or  historians,  which  have  d< 

tremble  and  are  astonished  at  his  reproof.    He  to  us  from  the  remotest  ages  of  antiquity, 
divideth  the  sea  by  bis  great  power;  by  his        S.  The  Christian  religion  ecUWlsffte 

spirit  be  hath  gami^ed  the  heavens.    Lo,  these  timudt  tubUmet  and  eanaiaient  viewt  tfthe , 

are  only  parts  of  his  ways,  but  how  little  a  por-  Being.    It  represents  him  as  self^xisteiit 

tion  is  heard  of  him,  and  the  thunder  of  his  power  independent,  and  as  "4he  high  and  lofty  Oita 

who  can  comprehend  ?*'^"  By  the  word  of  the  who  inhabited  eternity,"  before  the  untv<iH<j 

Lord  were  the  heavens  made ;  he  spake  and  it  vras  brou^t  into  existence,  in  whose  n^  "ti 

was  done,  he  commanded  and  it  stood  fast.**  thousand  years  are  as  one  day,  and  one  day  mk 

*'  Great  is  Jehovah  and  of  great  power,  his  greats  a  thousand  years."    It  represents  him  as  fintl 

neas  is  unsearchable,  his  understanding  is  infi-  Ae  immensity  of  space  with  his  presence,  Mv 

nite ;  marvellous  things  doth  he  which  we  can-  having  the  most  intimate  knowledge  of  all  erst*? 

not  comprehend."      "The  heaven,  even  the  tores  and' events  throu^out  the  vast  creation,  mP 

heaven  of  heavens  cannot  contain  him ;  he  hath  the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth,  as  poaseHsIp 

prepared  bis  throne  in  the  heavens,  and  his  kin^  of  uncontrollable  power,  infinite  wisdom  and  k^  f 

dom  ruleth  over  aQ.    He  doth  according  to  lus  telligence,  boundless  benevolence  and  menf^  • 

will  in  the  army  of  heaven  and  among  the  inha-  perfect  rectitude  and  holiness,  and  invioldis  ' 

bitants  of  the  earth,  and  none  can  stay  his  hand,  faithfulness  and  truth.    It  represents  his  pra^»* 

or  say  unto  him,  what  dost  thou  t"    "  Who  hath  dential  care  as  extendmg  to  all  the  creatures  kt ' 

OMasured  Ae  ocean  in  the  hdlow  of  lus  hand,  has  formed,  and  to  all  their  movements,  howevtr  ^ 

and  meted  out  heaven  with  a  ^pan,  and  com-  numerous  or  minute ;  animating  the  vegetahli  ^ 

prehended  the  dust  of  the  earth  in  a  measure,  and  animal  tribes,  setting  bounds  to  the  ragni| ' 

and  weighed  the  mountains  in  scales  and  the  billows,  "thundering  marvellously  with  his  voice,  J 

hiUs  in  a  bahunce.      Who  hath  directed  the  sending  lightnings  with  rain,"  having  "  his  waj  •■ 

■pint  of  the  Lord,  or  being  his  counsellor  hath  in  the  whirlwind  and  the  storm,"  making  "M 

tau^t  him  ?    Behold,  the  nations  are  as  a  drop  earth  to  quake  at  his  presence,"  shining  in  Ikt ' 

of  a  budiet,and  are  counted  as  the  small  dust  df  stars,  glowing  in  the  sun,  and  moving  with  Mtt 

the  balance.     Behold,  he  taketh  up  the  isles  as  hands  the  mighty  worlds  which  oomptMt  Ikt 

a  very  little  thine.    All  nations  before  him  are  tmiverse.    It  represents  him  as  governing  Ikt 

as  Doihing,  and  they  are  counted  to  him  less  than  tmiverse  of  minds  which  he  has  formed,  as  bif> 

nothing  and  vanity."    These,  and  many  similar  ing  the  "  hearts"  and  purposes  **  of  aQ  m«i  inkli 

passages  to  be  found  in  the  sacred  writings,  fiur  hand,"  and  as  directing  all  the  mysterious  ani 

surpass,  in  dignity  of  language  and  sublimity  of  wonderful  powers  of  knowledge  and  moral  actkl 

sentiment,  every  thing  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  to  fulfil  his  purposes  throughout  the  whole  eztsil 

writings  of  the  most  celebrated  poets  and  philo-  of  his  immense  and  eternal  empire.     Suck  A 

■ophers  of  Greece  and  Rome.    If  we  take  the  being,  when  properly  contemplated,  is  cakulatsd 

most  animated  poems  of  Homer,  Virgil,  or  Ho-  to  drew  forth  the  love  and  adoretion  of  all  ratkail 

race,  and  read  them  in  a  prose  translation,  as  we  beings ;  and  wherever  Christianity  has  imparltid 

do  the  Scriptures,  they  appear  flat  and  jejune,  a  knowledge  of  these  attributes  of  the  divini^ 

and  their  spirit  is  almost  evaporated ;  and  the  idolatry  and  superstition,  with  aQ  their  abwrdn 

words  they  put  into  the  mouths  of  their  deities,  ties,  abominations,  and  horrid  cruehies,  haf« 

and  the  actions  they  ascribe  to  them,  are  fre-  graduaUy  disappeared. 

quently  both  ridiculous  and  absurd,  calculated  to        S.  Cluristianity  has  given  us  fiiQ  assurance «f 

eicite  hatred  and  contempt,  instead  of  adoretion  the  immartality  of  man  and  of  a  fiOurt  §ttdt  qf 

•ad  reverence.     But  the  Scriptm^s  preserve  puniahmenti  and  rewardt.    Nothing  can  be  a 

ditir  sublimity  and  ^ory  even  in  the  most  literal  more  importance  to  every  human  being  than  M 

trtoslatian,  and  such  a  trensiation  into  any  lai>-  be  assured  of  his  eternal  destination.    WitkoOl 

gtace  ii  ahrayi  fbond  to  be  the  best;  and  itbae  the  discoveries  of  Christianity,  we  can  attaki  ID 

u^ofly  hip^fliwlj  thet  Uioee  wko  hate  pr^  no  abaohite  certainty  on  tkii  momsntouiiuHtcl, 
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•tMt  philosopher*  of  tba  he«then  world  fi>r  our  oflTencei.  and  roee  agmin  for  our  jastifi* 

ed  the  argumeDtB  in  favour  of  man*!  cation ;"  that  "  God  hath  set  him  forth  as  a 

I  destiny  as  amounting  only  to  a  certain  propitiation  to  declare  his  righteousness  in  the 

f  probabUitj,  and  their  niinda  were  con-  remission  of  sins,"  and  that,  having  made  so 

hanging  in  d-iubt  and  uncertainty,  as  to  costly  a  sacrifi-.-e  for  the  sins  of  the  world,  he 

!{bl  beCiU  them  at  the  hour  of  (li8.<oIu-  will   refuse  nothing  that  can  contribute  to  the 

["he  roost  powerful  arguments  in  pruijf  present  and  everlasting  happiness  of  the  believer 

re  retributiocif  aie  fjunded  oil  the  justice,  in  Jokus.     "  He  who  spared  not  his  own  Son, 

volenoe,  and  the  wiwJom  of  the  Deity  ;  but  ddivereJ  him  U(i  for  us  all,  how  sihall  he  not 

t  qnestivnable  wheUier  we  should  ever  wiih  liim  al«o  freely  give  us  all  things?"  Such  de- 

squired  ^lear  coucet»tions  of  these  at-  claration;*,  when  cimlialiy  received,  are  sufficient 

of  the  Divinity  wi:hout  the  aid  of  the  to  allay  all  the  fears  of  a  guilty  conscience,  to 

ins<^the  Bible.  On  this  most  important  mnpire  the  soul  with  holy  love  and  gratitude, 

iwever,  Christianity  dissipates  every  ob^  and  to  produce  "  a  peace  of  mind  that  passeth 

lispeU  trery  doubt,  and  sets  the  doctrine  all  undersramlin!;.** 

and  irpnvirtaliiy"  beyond  the  grare,  in  &>  Chriiitiunity  inculcates  thepureit  and  mo^ 

est  light,  not  by  metaphysical  reasonings,  comprthenrive  aytUm  of  morality.    Its  moral  r^ 

pble  to  the  bulk  of  mankind,  but  by  the  qnisiiiuns  are  all  comprehended  under  the  two 

ledarationsof  him  who  liaih  "  all  power  following  rules  or  principles,  *'  Thou  shall  love 

a  and  oo  earth.^  It  gives  fiill  assuranire  to  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,**  and  «  thou 

levute  themselves  to  the  service  of  God,  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself,"  which  di- 

jnn  to  his  wiU,  that "  when  their  earthly  vcrgo  into  numberless  ramifications.     It  could 

les  are  dissidved,  they  have  a  buiMing  easily  be  shown,  that  these  principles  are  suffi- 

m  house  not  made  with  hands,  eternal  cieni  to  form  the  basis  of  a  moral  code  for  the 

avt-ni ;"  and  that  "  the  afflictions  **  to  wh'Je  intelligent  creation,  that  they  are  calculat- 

hey  are   now  exposed  "  work  out  for  ed  to  unite  the  creature  to  the  Creator,  and  all 

eternal  weight  of  glory."    And,  to  coo-  rational  beings  with  one  another,  wherever  they 

D  in  the  prod|>ect  of  dropjiing  their  bo-  may  exist  throughout  the  boundless  empire  of 

the  grave,  they  arc  assured,  that  the  the  Almighty  ;  and  that  peace,  order,  and  happi- 

apprasMhing,  when  their  m-irtal  frame  ness  would  bo  the  invariable  and  nocossary  re- 

it  oa  immortality,"  and  when  "all  who  aults  wherever  their  influence  extended.     If  the 

sir  graves  shall  hear  tlie  voice  of  the  love  of  God   reigned  supreme  in  every   heart, 

God,  and  shall  come  Cirth,  thf>y  tliat  there  would  be  no  Muperatition  or   idolatry  in  the 

e  good  to  the  resurrection  of  life,  and  universe,n4>rany  of  the  crimes  and  abominations 

have  done  evil  to  the    resurrection  uf  with  which  they  have  been  accompanied  in  our 

aiion."  wt)rld, — no    b!asphi-my    or  profanation  of   the 

'istianity  clearly  points  out  the  xcny  by  name  of  Jeliovah, — no  perjury,  hypocrisy,  arro- 

'don  tfan  may  be  obtained  by  Vie  guilty,  gance,  pride,  ingratitude,  nor  murmurings  under 

Ii"»cover.«t  that  man  is  guilty,  and  at  the  the  allotments  of  Divine  Providence.     And,  if 

ne  percives   ih;ii    a   sinner  de>ervi'8  every  moral  intelligence  loved  his  fellow-creaturei 

mt.     il-rnci^,  the  reninrve  and  Mie  fiars  as  himself,  there  would  be  no  rivalships  and  an- 

ch  the  c:»usci"nces  (vf  viimers  in  every  lipathics  between  nations,  and,  consequently,  no 

b-pn  t.jrmento.1.     "  Wherewithal  «hall  wars,  devastation,  nor  carnage, — no    tyranny, 

I  fure  tlie   L>>rd  ?   Shall   I  come   with  hatji'jitini.'ss,  or  oppression  among  the  great,  nor 

9  of  burnt  oiferings  ?  Shall  I  offer  my  envy,  discontent,  or  insubordination  among  the 

for  my  tran^grfuions,  the  fruit  of  my  lower  classes  of  society,— no  systems  of  slavery, 

the  sin  of  my  soul  ?"  are  tlie  anxious  nor  persecutions  on  account  of  religious  opinions, 

of  every  sinner  who  feels  conscioust  — no   murders,  thefls,  robberieS)  or  assassina- 

s  violated  the  laws  of  Heaven.     Hence,  tiuns, — no  treacherous  friendships,  nor  fraud  and 

srous  modes  by  which  Pagan  nations  deceit  in  commercial  transactions, — no  impla- 

■tnpted  to   ap[»ea9e  the  wrath  of  their  cable  resentments  among  friends  and  reUtives, 

hence,  their  sacrifices,  their  bumt-oi^  and  no  ingratitude  fv  disobedience  among  child- 

fieir  bodily  tortures,  their   human  vie-  ren  or  servants.     On  the  other  hand,  meekness, 

the  rivers  of  blood  which  have  flowed  long  suffering,  gentleness,  humility,  temperance, 

temples  and   upon  their  altars.    But  fidelity,    brotherly    kindness,    and  sacred  joy, 

uU  never  prove,  that  by  any  of  these  would  pervade  every  heart,  and  transform  our 

I  couM  be  expiated,  and  the  Deity  ron-  world  from  a  scene  of  contention  and  misery  to 

opitious.      Christianity   alone  unfolds  a  moral  paradise.     The  comprehensive  nature 

of  redemption,  and  the  way  by  which  of  these  Laws  or  principles,  aiid  their  tendency 

m  may  obtain  forgiveness  and  accep-  to  produce  universal  order  and  happiness  among 

be  sight  of  him  whose  laws  they  have  all  intelligeocefl,  form,  therefore,  a  strong   pre- 

It  declares,  "  that  Christ  Jesus  died  sumptive  argQmeot  of  their  divine  original. 
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There  are  certain  ChriiUan  precepts,  dtf^  ebftracter.    The  apoetlat  and  Brat  Chi 

fereot  from  all  that  were  ever  taoKht  by  the  laget  who  untfonnly  practised  these  virtues,  were  di»^ 

of  the  Pappus  world,  and  in  direct  oppesition  to  tinguished  by  undaunted  fortitude  and  almoal 

their  nxist  favourite  maxims,  which^  night  be  unparalleled  intrepidity.    They  advocated  their 

ahown  to  have  the  ssme  beneficial  tendency,  cause,  before  princes  and  rulers,  with  the  ulAioaC 

For  example,  it  is  one  of  the  precepts  laid  dowiv  dignity  and  composure ;  they  were  ready  to  sa^ 

by  the  Founder  of  our  religion,  "  Resist  not  evil,  for  the  greatest  persecotioas,  and  even  the  most 

but  whosoever  shall  smite  thee  on  the   right  excruciating  torments,  raUiep  than  betray  the  Sft- 

cheek,  turn  to  him  the  other  also,*'  Iec.  ;  and  in  cred  cause  in  which  they  had  embarked ;  and  one 

aoeoniance  with  this  precept  be  prt>pound8  the  of  them  had  the  boMness,  when  brought  bdbn 

Iblbwing,  <*  Love  your  enemies,  do  good  to  them  the  Roman  governor  as  a  prisoner,  to  arraign 

that  hate  yon,  and  pray  for  them  who  despite-  the  very  vices  for  which  he  vras  notorious,  and  to 

Iblly  use  you  and  penecute  you.*'    And  be  en-  make  the  profligatejudgs  tremble  in  bis  preaenee.*^ 

forces  it  by  one  of  the  most  sublime  and  beautifol  So  for  from  these  virtues  being  meva  or  unmanly, 

motives,  "  That  ye  may  be  the  chiUren  of  your  they  are  the  principal  qualities  that  are  jusdy  ei* 

Father  who  is  in  heaven^  for  he  maketh  the  sun  tilled  to  the  epithet  ktroU;  for  they  are  the  mosl 

to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  sendeth  difficult  to  be  acquired  and  sustained,  as  they  n» 

rain  on  the  just  and  oo  the  unjust.**    Now,  these  counter  to  the  general  current  of  human  paaaka 

precepts  of  morality  are  not  only  original,  and  and  feeling,  sfxi  to  all  the  corrupt  propensities  of 

peculiar  to  the  Christian  system,  but  they  are  in  the  nature  of  roan.    A  man  may  have  sufficieni 

direct  opposition  to  all  the  virtues  generally  de-  heroism  to  bombard  a  town,  or  to  conquer  aft 

Bomuiated  Aerots^  and  which  are  so  mucb  cele-  army,  and  yet  be  altogether  unable  to  regdalt 

hraied  by  the  poets,  philosophere,  and  historians  bis  temper,  or  subdue  his  bobteroos  pasaions^ 

of  antuiuity.    While  the  annals  of  history  pro-  But,  **  he  that  is  sk>w  to  anger,  is  better  than  tlir 

daim,  that  die  exercise  of  the  heroic   virtues  nughty,  and  he  that  ndsth  his  spirit  than  be  thaft 

(among  which  are  classed-iraplacabitity  and  re-  tabeth  a  city.**  In  the  one  case,  we  strive  agaim^ 

venge,)  has  banislied  peace  fropi  the  worU,  and  the  corrupt  affections  of  our  natnre,  in  the  othsTy 

covered  the  earth  with  devastation  and  bk>odshed,  (as  in  giving  vent  to  implacability  and  revmge,y 

itoould  easily  be  shown,  that,  were  the  virtues  we  give  loose  reins  to-  our  malignant  passioaa. 

inculcated  by  our  Saviour  universally  practised,  In  the  one  case,  we  struggle  against  the  streaosy 

tiiare  would  not  be  an  enen^  oo  the  face  of  the  in  order  to  obtain  safety  anid  rspose ;  in  die  other, 

gfobe,  wara  wouU  cease  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  we  allow  ourselves  to  be  hurried  along  with  iho 

and  the  whole  world  woukl  form  one  vast  com-  current,  regardless  of  the  rodu  against  which  wo* 

munity  of  fdends  and  brethroi.    Whereas,  were  may  be  dashed,  or  the  whirlpools  in  whish  we  may 

the  opposite  dispositions  mniventUt  an    uocon-  be  engulfed.    In  proporti<Hi,  then,  as  the  Chris* 

trolled  by   any  counteracting    principle,  they  tian  virtues  prevail  in  any  community,  will  quar- 

wouU  produce  a  scene  of  universal  iMmteoiion  rels  and  contentions,  and  every  thing  destructive 

and  misery  throughout  the  moral  universe.—  of  human  enjoyment,  be  effectually  preventedr 

Another  disposition  peculiar  to  the  Christian  and  happiness  diffused  among  all  ranks  of  so- 

system,  and  which  is  enforced  throughout  both  ciety. 

the  OU  and  the  New  Testament,  is  kumilU^        In  short,  Chrixtianiiy,  in  its  moral  reqoisitians^ 

So  litde  was  this  disposition  regarded  by  the  enjoins  every  relative  and  reciprocal  duty  be-- 

ancient  heathen  world,  that,  in  the  classical  Ian-  tween  parents  and  children,  masters  and  servants, 

nes  of  Greece  and  Rome,  there  is  no  word  to  husbands  and  wives,  governors   and  subjects  ;: 

te  the  virtue  of  humility.    It  is  a  quality,  and,noc  oidy  enforces  the  practice  of  justice  and 

however,  which  results  so  naturally  out  of  thero-  equity  in  all  such  relations,  but  inspinn  l^  most 

lation  in  which  man  stands  to  his  Maker,  and  is  sublime  and  extensive  charity,— a  boundless  and 

so  correspondent  to  the  low  rank  which-  he  holds  disinterested  efibsion  of  tenderness  for  the  whola 

in  the  seals  of  imiversal  being,  that  the  religion  species,  which  feels  for  their  distress,  and  ope- 

which  so  powerfully  enjoins  it  may  be  said  to  rates  for  their  relief  and  improvement.    It  pre- 

have  "  asign  from  heaven**  that  it  proceeds  from  scribes  no  selAdenial,  except  with  regard  tosnfiii 

God.    And,  in  his  intercourses  in  society,  aman-  lusts  and  depraved  passions;  no  mortificatioBr 

will  always  find,  that  there  is  a  far  higher  degree  except  of  ev^U  affisctioos ;  it  givss  foil  scope  to- 

ef  quiet  and  satis&ction  to  be  enjoyed,  by  hum-  every  feeling  that  contributes  to  the  real  aniQiw. 

bling  himself,  than  by  endeavouring  to  humble  ment  of  life,  while  it  guards,  by  the  most  awrai 

olhera ;  for  every  arrogant  and  hau^ty  spirit  sanctions,  every  duty  the  obeervance  of  which  b 

will  uniformly  smart  linder  the  feelings  of  wound-  necessary  for  our  present  and  future  hippinosi 

ad  pride,  and  disappointed  ambition.  It  extends  our  views  beyond  the  limits  of  iha 

Tbs  Christian  virtues  to  which  I  have  now  present  state,,  and  shows  us,  that  the  futom  ha^ 

•dvsrtsd,  ought  not  to  be  considered  as  the  cha-  pinsas  of  man  is  connected  with  hb  preisat  r 
fietsristics  of  a  mean  and  unmanly  spirit,  or  as 
tmtavj  to  tha digni^ aad  taei^  of  tbsbaoHui.  •  j^ota zztv,afL 
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-tet,  tad  Ihit  •forjr  action  of  our  lirei  ahouU  umI  equity  of  his  procedure  will  be  folly  display- 

kmt  a  reference  to  thai  immonal  existence  to  ed  ami  viiidicaied  io  the  future  wurUi,  where 

^4ridi  we  are  destined.     But  it  aever  iMinuaies,  "every  man  will  be  rewarded  according  tu  his 

tkM  earth  and  heaven  are  opp«Med  to  eacli  other,  works."    And  as  Christianity  explaiaii  the  cause 

isle  their  duties  and  enjoyments,  or  that  we  of  the  physical  and  moral  evils  which  exi«i  in  our 

"■■t  he  miaerahle  here,  in  order  to  he  happy  world,  so  it  affords  strong  consolation  to  the  minds 

kmAer.    For  while  it  prescribes  rales  which  of  its  votaries  under  the  afflictions  to  which  they 

Inst  far  dieir  ultimate  object  our  happiness  in  a  are  now  exposed.     For,  what  is  death  to  that 

fans  wnrid,  ihe  observance  of  lhe«e  rules  is  cal-  niind  which  considers  iamortality  as  the  career 

eritted  lo  secure  our  highest  enjoyment  even  in  of  its  existence  ?    What  are  the  frowns  of  lur- 

ib  present  Kft  ;  and  snery  one  who  has  devoted  tune  to  him  who  claims  an  eternal  world  as  his 

kaislf  to  iha  practice  of  genuine  Christianity  inheritanoe?    What  ic  the  loss  <^  friends  to  that 

hi  Baifiinnlfibund,  that '*  godliness  is  pro6' able  heart   which  feels  that  4t  thall  quickly  rejoin 

■leal  things,  having  the  promise  both  of  the  them  in  a  more  intimate  and  permanent  inters 

ttlhtf  BOW  is,  and  A  that  which  is  to  come.**  course  than  any  of  which  the  present  life  is  sus- 

^kihedianiaeristics  df  the  moral  code  of  Chris-  oeptible?    What  are  the  changes  and  revolutions 

tiuity,  then,  1  should  scarcely  hesitate  to  rest  of  earthly  things  to  a  mind  which  unifurmly  aiH 

•iaost  the  whole  of  the  internal  evidence  of  its  tic^iaies  a  state  uf  unchangeable  felicity  ?    As 

£fBs  originaL   Forlaws,  which  have  a  tendency  earth  is  but  a  point  in  the  universe,  and  time  but 

totaite  n  a  bond  of  affectionate  union  the  whole  a  moment  in  infinite  duration,  such  are  ilie  hopes 

■IdligsH  Greatio% — which,  if  practised,  would  of  the  Christian  in  comparison  of  every  sublunary 

■denaine  every  species  of  moral  evil,  and  pro-  misfortune. 

■olB  pence  and  happiness  ever  all  the  earth,  and  7.  Revelation  communicates  to  us  a  know- 

nUeh  are  equally  calculated  to  produce  true  en-  ledge  of  facu  and  doctrines  which  we  couM  not 

jijasBt  in  Aia  world,  and  to  prepare  us  for  the  otherwise  have  acquired.   'It  infonm,  us  that 

kij^  felicities  of  the   world   to  come, — must  the  Deity  existed  alone  innumerable  ages  before 

hns  had  their  origin  in  the  mind  of  that  Al-  Time  began— that  the  material  universe  wan 

■i^  Being  whose  omniseient  eye  perceives  all  brought  into  existence,  at  his  command,  and  by 

^  Ada  ff  every  principle  of  action,  and  all  the  exertion  of  his  Almighty  power — and  that 

AirelatioM  whidi  subeist  throughout  the  moral  the  earth,  in  iu  prttentfonnf  had  no  existence 

■mersB.  at  a  period  seven  thousand  years  beyond   the 

6.  Christianity  explains  certain    moral  phe-  present.    It  informs  us  of  the  manner  in  which 

■oneaa,  which  woidd  otherwise  have  been  inex-  this  globe  was  first  peopled,  of  the  primevd 

pUaUe,  and  aflbrda  strong  consolation  under  the  state  of  its  first  inhabitants,  of  their  (all  from  the 

nils  of  life.    It  thrown  a  light  on  tho  origin  of  state  of  innocence  and  purity  in  which  they 

evi],  and  the  disorders  both  of  the  physical  and  were  at  first  created,  of  the  increase  of  wicked- 

ftiral  worid,  by  informing  u^,  (hat  man  has  lost  ness  which  followed  the  entrance  of  sin  into  the 

hit  original  happiness  and  integrity,  that  the  earth  worki,  of  the  Deluge  which  swept  away  its  in- 

im  been  defiled  by  his  sin  and  rebellion,  and  habitants,  and  of  which  the  most  evident  traces 

that  ii  is  no  longer  the  beautiful  and  magnifi-  are  still  visible  on  the  surface,  and  in  the  bowels 

OM  fabric  which  it  appeared  during  the  period  of  the  earth, — and  of  the  manner  in  which  Noah 

^  primeval  innocence.    On  the  same  ground,  it  and  his  family  were  preserved  from  this  uni- 

dncovers  the  reason,  why  death  has  been  permit-  vernal   destruction,   for  the  re-peopling  of  the 

(«d  to  enter  our  terrestrial  system,  and  the  caiiM  world.     It  informs  us  of  the  time,  manner  and 

of  aD  those  afflictions  and  calamities  to  which  circumstances  in  wliich   tlie  %ariou8  langtiagos 

•uikind  are  subjected.     It  prcMnts  before  ns  which  now  exist  had  their  origin — a  subject 

piariplea,  sufficient  to  explain  most  of  the  ap-  which  completely  puzzled  all  the  ancient  philoso- 

pireat  irregularities  and  mysterious  operations  phers,  which  they  could  never  explain,  and  on 

»hich  appear  in  the  moral  government  of  the  Al-  which  no  other  history  or  tradition  could  throw 

nighty, — why  storm*  and  temfiests,  earthquakes  the  least  degree  of  light.    It  unfolds  to  us  views 

««d  volcanoes  are  permitted  to  produce  their  rav-  of  the  state  of  society  in  the  ages  that  succeeded 

l|es,— why  the  wicked  so  frequently  enjoy  proj*-  the  deluge,  of  Ihe  countries  into  which  mankind 

Jerity,  while  the  rirtoous  groan  under  the  pres-  were  dispersed,  and  of  the  emph-es  which  they 

tare  of  adversity, — why  tyranny  is  established  founded.    It  records  the  history  of  Abraham, 

lad  vice  enthroned,  while  virtue  is  despise<],  and  the  lej^islation  of  Moies,  the  deliverance  of  the 

love  to  truth  and  righteousness  sometimes  expo-  tribes   of   Israel  from    Egypt,  their    passage 

M  its  votary  to  inloleraWe  calamities.    All  such  through  the  Rcd-eea,  their  joumeyings  through 

•Qcurreneea,  under  tho  government  of  God,  are  the  deserts  of  Arabia,  under  the  guidance  of  the 

seouunted  Cm  on  these  general  principles, — that  pillar  of  cloud  and  of  fire,  and  their  conquest  of 

ibey  fulfil  his  counsel, — that  they  are  subservient  the  lariH  of  Canaan.    It  informs  us  of  a  siicces- 

to  the  accomplishment  of  some  higher  designs  of  sion  of  prophets  that  were  raised  up  to  announce 

which  we  are  partly  ignorant,  and  that  the  juatke  the  onming  of  Messiah,  and  to  foretel  the  mosC 
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renmrkable  events  that  were  to  tiJce  place  in  the  crosset,  and  the  moat  dreadful  puniahments  joa 

future  ages  of  the  world— of  the  appearance  of  can  invent." 

Jesus  Christ,  of  the  promulgation  of  his  gospel,         Its  influence  on  communities  and  nations  i§ 

and  the  miraculous  efiecis  with  which  it  was  do  less  evident,  in  the  changes  it  has  introdooed 

accompanied.     All  which  events,  as  explamed  in  the  circumstances  of  domestic  life,  and  the 

and  illus'raied  in  ihe  Sacred  History,  form  one  barbarous  practices  it  has  completely  abolished, 

grand  series  uf  dis{ien3atiuns  which  is,  in  the  When  it  made  its  way  through  the  Roman  een- 

hi;;he:it  degree,  illustrative  uf  the  Power,  Wis-  pire,  it  abolished  the  unnatural  practice  of  poly- 

doiii,  GoodneM  and  Rectitude  of  the  Supreme  gamy  and  concubinage,  reduced  the  number  of 

Being,— and  of  which  no  uUior  record:*  can  give  divorces,  and  mitigated  the  rigour  uf  servitude, 

us  any  certain  information.  which,  among  the  Romans,  was  cruel  and  severe 

8.  T\e  ben^ial  iffixts  which  ChriMlianity  hat  — masters  being  often  so  inhuman  as  to  remove 

produced  in  the  world  constitute  a  most  power-  aged,  sick  or  infirm  slaves  into  an  island  in  the 

ful  evidence  of^ls  divinity.     One  siriking  effect  Tiber,  where  they  suffered  them  to  perish  wilb- 

it  has  produced,   is,  the  superior  light  it  has  out  pity  or  assistance.    Polished  and  polite,  ■■ 

thrown  on  the  great  objects  of  religion,  and  the  the  Romans  have  been  generally  considered,  tlMj 

knowledge  it  has  communicated  respecting  its  indulged  in  the  must  barbarous  entertainments, 

moral  requisitions.      Wherever    it  has    been  They  deUghted  to  behokl  men  combating  wkh 

received,  it  has  completely  banislied  the  absurd  wild  beasts  and  with  one  another  ;  and  we  are  hh 

systems  of  polytheism  and  pagan  idolatry,  with  formed  by  respecuble  historians,  that  tlie  fights 

all  the  cruel  and  obscene  rites  with  which  they  of  gladtatora  sometimes  deprived    Europe  of 

were  accompanied  ;  and  in  their  place,  has  sub-  twenty  thousand  lives  in  one  month.    Neither 

stituied  a  system  of  doctrine  and  practice,  not  the  humanity  of  Titus,  nor  the  wisdom  and  vir* 

only  pure  ajid  rational,  but  level  to  the  compre-  tueof  Trajan,  could  abolish  these  barbarous  mee- 

bension  of  the  lowest  class  of  society.    A  me-  tacles,  till  the  gentle  and  humane  spirit  of  the 

chanic  or  peasant,   instructed  in   the  leading  gospel  put  a  final  period  to  such  savage  p««e* 

principles  of  Rev^tion,  now  entertains  more  tices,  and  ihey  can  never  again  be  resumed  in 

just  and  consistent  notions  of  Gk)d,  of  his  perfec-  any  naticm  where  its  light  is  diffused,  and  its 

tlons,  his  laws,  and  the  plan  of  his  universal  authority  acknowledged.    It  humanized  the  bti^ 

providence,  than  the  most  renowned  philoso-  barous  hordes  that  overturned  the  Roman  empirSi 

phers  of  ancient  times  ever  acquired.     Chris-  and  softened  their  ferocious  tempers,  as 


f  ianity  has  produced  an  influence  even  on  the  they  embraced  its  principles  and  yiekJed  to  its 

progress  of  the  arts  and  ofrational  science ;  for  influence.    It  civilized,  and  raised  from  moral 

wherever    it  has  be«$n  established,  they  have  and   intellectual  degrati<Hi,  the  wild  Irish,  and 

uniformly  followed  in  its  train ;  and  the  latest  our  forefathers  the  ancient  Britons,  who  were 

discoveries  in  philosophy,  so  far   fi-om  being  classed  among  the  rudest  of  barbarians  till  the 

repugnant  to  its  doctrines  and  facts,  are  in  per-  time  when  they  were  conTcrted  to  the  religion  «f 

feet  consistency  with   all  its  revelations,  and  Jesus ;  so  tliat  the  knowledge  we  now  see  diffiMed 

tend  to  illustrate  many  of  its  sublime  annuncia-  around  us,  the  civilization  to  which  we  hare  ad- 

tions.     With  regard  to  pradioe — it  has  intro-  vanced,  the  moral  order    which    prevails,  the 

duced    many    virtues    which    were  altogether  beauties  which  adorn  our  cultivated  fields,  the 

unknown  in  the    heathen   work!.     Instead  of  comforts  and  decorations  connected  with  our 

sottish  idolatry,  lasciviousness,  unnatural  lusts,  cities  and    towns,  and  the   present    improved 

pride,  ostentation,  and  ambition,  it  has  intro-  state  of  the  arts  and  sciences,  may  all  be  consi* 

duced,  among  all  who  submit  to  its  authority,  dered  as  so  many  of  the  beneficial  effects  iR^ich 

rational  piety,  humility,  moderation,  self-denial,  the  Christian  religion  has  produced  among  na. 
charity,  meekness,  patience  under  affronts  and         In  our  own  times,  we  have  beheld  effects  no  less 

injuries,  resignation  to  the  will  of  God,  brotherly  powerful  and  astonishing,  in  the  moral  revolution 

kindness,  and  active  beneficence.     In  the  first  which  Christianity  has  lately  produced  in  Tahiti, 

ages  of  Christianity,  such  virtues  were  eminent-  and  the  adjacent  islands  in  the  Southern  ocean, 

ly  conspicuous.— "  See,*'  said  the  heathen, "  how  Tn  (his  instance,  we  behold  a  people  who,  a  few 

these  Christians  love  one  another.**    Lactanti-  years  ago,  were  among  the  roost  degraded  of  the 

us,  one  of  the  early  Apologists,  was  able  to  say,  human  race — who  were  under  the  influence  ^tbe 

in  the  face  of  his  antagonists,  "  Give  me  a  man  most  cruel  superstitions  and  idolatries — whoador- 

who  is  wrathful,  malicious,  revengeful,  and,  with  ed  the  most  despicable  idols — who  sacrificed  on 

a  few  words  of  God,  I  will  make  him  calm  aj  a  their  altars  multitudes  of  hum&n  victims,  and 

lamb ;  give  me  one  that  is  a  covetous,  niggard-  were  plunged  into  all  the  vices  and  dehauche- 

ly  miser,  and  I  will  give  you  him  again  liberal,  ries,  and  vile  abominations  which  can  debase  the 

bountiful,  and  dealing  out  of  his  money  by  hand-  character  of  man — we  behold  them  now  tfWM- 

fiils  \  five  me  one  that  is  fearful  of  pain  and  death,  formed  into  civilized  and  Christian  societies— 

and  immediately  he  shall  despise  racks  and  their  minds  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of  tfat 
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%ieQod,  ihsir  tempers  mouMed  into  the  ttpirit  uf    deatnicti'm  orp<*nple  tnd  cities  by  the  &mou8  coin 

tka  religion  of  Jeeui, — their  sevage  practicv*  querorsTimur  Be^^aiid  Jenj!hi«Kan,  whormvag- 

I     eMiiKed,— iodiutfy,   peace    ami   oiiiral    order  ed- Asia,  and   we  shall  ptrrceive,  that  we  owe  to 

1      ifrtadinf  their  benijpi  iiiflueiice  on  all  aniun-^  Chri.ttunity  tii^vemiiwrnt  a  certain  poliiical  law, 

tod  nulliuide*  rejoining  ie  the  proepect  ufa  bleiM-  and  in  war  a  certain  law  of  nations,  which  allows 

el  inmorulily.     Where  barrennrst  and  dcaoUit-  to  tlie  ci>fl(|uercd  the  great  ad^.-antagrsuf  liberty, 

tinubmierlj  prevailed,  and  where  only  a  few  sa-  laws,  wealth,  and  always  religion,  when  the  cos- 

ngehuu  appeared,  open  to  the  wind  and  rain,  queror  it  not  blind  to  his  own  interest." 

kutifiil  TiUagea  ore  now  arising,  furnieht^j  witli  But  Christianity  has  not  only  abolished  many 

illhceoiiCirU  and  accommodations  of  civilixed  barbarous  practices,  it  has  likewise  given  birih 

tfi.    Wbere  pagan  altars  lately  8to<MJ,  and  hu-  to  mimcntim  benevolent  institutions  and  establisb- 

Mi  Tietiais  were  cruelly  butchered,  spacious  ir.enis  alto^rether  unknown  in  Pagan  countries, 

taaplei  are  now  erected  f>r  the  worship  of  <*  the  Lei  us  ojiMidcr  the  numerous  schools  for  the  in- 

God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,*^  and  struciion  of  youth  in  useful  knowledge  and  in  the 

■WWII  iiii  for  the  literary  and  religious  iostruc-  princi|»les  of  religion,  which  are  erected  in   all 

doi  of  the  jTOung.    Where  sanguiaary  batUes  towns  and  village*  in  Christian  countries,  the  nu- 

ewB  Ciught,  amidst  I  he  furieus  yells  of  savage  roerous  churches  and  chapels  devoted  to  the  wor- 

fsMhalanm,  who  cruelly  massacred  every  prison-  ship  of  God,  and  to  the  instruction  and  comfort  of 

cr  tf  war— the  voice  «<f  rejoicing  and  of  thanks-  individuals  of  every  condition,  age,  and  sex, — the 

pvisg  IB  BOW  heanJ  ascending  to  Heaven  from  colleges  and  caademies  wbich  have  been  founded 

^       AipaaoeaUe  *<  dwellings  </the  righteous,"— all  for  im|iartiag  knowledge  in  literature,  and  in  arts 

«Udi  flffecta  have  been  produced,  within  less  oed  scienceji, — the  numerous  philanthropic  soci- 

thrn  twenty  years,  by  the  powerful  and  benign  eties  which  have  b"en  formed  fur  the  relief  of  the 

ifwcy  ofthe  Goepd  of  peace.*  aged,  the  Kifinn,  and  the  destitute  sick, — the  edu- 

Eveo  0v  itself— the  ranji  disgraceful  and  di^  cation  c^  the  deaf  and  dumb,— the  reformation  of 

Mica!  practice  in  which  mankind  have  indulged,  the  criminal  code, — the  improvement  of  prison 

g      ad  whidi  will  affia  an  eternal  stigma  on  the  he-  diM;ip line, —the  reformation  of  juvenile  offend- 

■u  character    even  war  has  assumed  something  ers,— the  aiding  of  the  friendless,  the  orphan,  and 

«ftbe  spirit  of  mildness  and  humanity,  compared  the  widow, — the  literary  and  moral  instruction 

with  the  Mvage  ferocity  with  which  it  was  con-  of  the  children  of  the  poor, — the  relief  of  dcsti- 

dMed  during  the  reign  of  heathenism.    Prison-  tute  imprisoned  debtors, — the   improvement  of 

en  ars  no  longer  massiinred  in  cold  bl(KMl  ;  the  the  domestic  condition  oTihe  labouring  classes, — 

^mpaered  are  spared,  and  their  liberty  frequent-  the  promotion  of  permanent  and  universal  peace, 

ijnsiored  ;  and,  were  the  principles  ef  Christi-  — the  diffusion  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Christian 

Utty  recognised,  and  universally  acted  upon  by  reli«;ian  throughout  every  region  of  the  globe, 

pnf'ming  Christian  aatii  ins,  the  spirit  of  warfare  and  fiir  various  other  benevolent  purpostes,  all 

*odd  soon  be  wholly  exterminated,  and  Peace  calculated  to  alleviate  the  distresses  of  suffering 

«»iid  extend   its  benign  influence  overall  the  humanity,  to  extend  the  blessings  of  knowledge, 

kugdoms  and  families  of  the  earth.     Tlie  cele>  and  to  communicato  enjoyment  to  all   ranks  of 

britod  Montesquieu,  in  his  *'  Spirit  of  Laws,"  mankind  ;  and  we  may  challenge  the  enemies  of 

^  observed,  *'  The  mildness  so  frequently  re-  our  relifion  to  point  out  ttimilar  institutions  in 

conmended  in  the  gos|>eT  is  incompatible  with  any  fiagan  country  under  heaven  that  has  never 

tbe  despotic  rage  with  which  ^n  arbitrary  tyrant  f-'It  the  influence  of  Ctiristianity.     And  if  such 

fonishes  his  subjects  and   exercises  himxelf  in  U^neficunt  efl^icts  are  the  native  result  of  the  b^ 

cruelty.    It  is  the  Christian  relii^ion  which,  in  nevolent   and  expansive  spirit  of  Christianity, 

ipiteof  tho  extent  of  empire  and  the  influence  of  they  form  a  strong  presumptive  evidence,  inde- 

clisnie.  has  hindered  despotism  from  being  esta-  pendently  of  any  other  cxmsideration,  that  it   de- 

iUied  in  Ethiopia,  and  has  carried  into  Africa  rived  its  origin  from  that  Almighty  Being  who 

tin  manners  of  Europe.     The  heir  to  the  throne  is  good  to  all,  ami  whose  "  tender  mercies  are 

«f  Ethiopia  enjoys  a  principality,  and  gives  to  over  all  his  works." 

eibcr  subjects  an  exiunple  of  love  and  obedience.  In  fine,  Christianity  is  adapted  to  every  coun- 

Not  &r  from  hence  may  be  seen  the  Mahometan  try  and  every  clime.    Its  doctrines  and  precepts 

nkiuing  up  the  chiUren  ofthe  king  ofSenaar,  at  are  equally  calculated  to  promote  the  happiness 

■bosede^  the  council  sonds  to  murder  them  in  of  princes  and  subjects,  statesmen  and   philoso- 

fivoor  ofthe  prince  who  ascends  tho  throne." —  phers,  the  high  and  the  bw,  (he  rich  and  the 

"Let  ui  net  before  our  eyes,  on  the  one  hand,  poor.    It  is  completely  adapted  to  the  nature 

tia  continual  massacres  of  the  kings  and  generals  and  necessities  of  man ;    its  rites  are  few  and 

cf  the  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  on  the  other,  the  simple,  and  may  be  observed  in  every  region  of 

the  globe.     It   forbids    the  itte  Of  nothing  but 

*  Fora  particular  account  of  this  moral  revohitJon  what  is  injurious  to  health  of  body  or  peace  of 

SSJuSSSTlLllSrnS'm.  '^«TlSi^  «ind,ydi.h„.undency.op«.mote.m«jdljr 

it^mUft^VciyxtniMa  Researches"  a  vols,  tvo  tnd  affectioiiate  intercourse  among  men  cf  all 
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patimM.    And,  as  it  ia  calculated  for  bteing  uni-  nuMt  comprehrmive  sysirni  of  moraiiiy, — it  ea> 

vcrsally  ezlended,  so  ita  profihets  have  foietiild  piainn  Ci-nain  mni-al   pht'uocneiia  wliidi   would 

that  its  blessings  shall  uUimately  bo  (fnjoyfd  by  oht-rwine    have   b«en   inexfvltcable, — it  aSivda 

ail  nations.    In  the  period  in  which  we  live,  we  ftront;  conrolaii^tn  un<lcr  thefviUof  hC(s~itGiN»> 

behold  such  prediction:}  more  rapidly  accoiniiiitih-  munifaieii  ilif  knowletiye  of  iiiiereytinK  &cl«  and 

in|(  tlian  in  former  times,  in  consequence  of  ihe  doctrines  whidi  can  be  fiiuiid  in  no  other  record, 

spirit  of  missionary  emerprine  which  now  per*  —-it  has  prodiic«'!d  the  moflt  beneficial  efiVcin  <M 

vades  the   religious  world.    And  wh<^  it  shall  Ute  state  (tfm*ci**ty  wherever  it  has  been  rvccflr> 

have  extended  a  little  farther  in  its  prufrress,  and  ed, — it  is  (Mxnp'.etcly  adapted  to  the  nect>asities 

sliaii  hate   brouj^hl  a  few  morn   kingdoms  and  of  mnn,  and  cal«:ulaied   for  being  universally  «ii» 

islands  under  its  authority,  its  beneficent  eflfrcia  tended  over   the   world; — to  which  we   migbc 

will  be  more  clearly  discerned,  and  the  eviden-  have  added,  that  it  is  consistent  in  all  its  pftrit, 

cesof  its  celestial   origin  will  appear  with  a  when  viewed  throuj^li  the  medium  of  eolinhtsaad 

force  and  power  which  its  most  determined  ad-  criticism,  and  harmonises  wiih  the  priocipleiar 

venaries  will  not  be  able  to  gainsay  or  resist.  sound  reason,  and  the  dictates  of  an  eulightcwMi 

In  proportionastlM  physical  sciences  advance,  conscience.  These  are  characleristica  wkkh 
and  the  system  of  nature  is  explored,  will  the  will  apply  to  no  other  system  of  religion  thatwM 
bannony  between  the  operations  of  the  Creator  ever  proposed  to  the  wurki ;  and  if  ChrbtiaBity, 
in  the  material  vorld  and  the  revelations  of  his  accompanied  with  such  evidences,  ia  nm  dbhuB 
word,  beoome  more  strikingly  apparent.  Ever  in  its  original,  we  may  boldly  aflirro  tbat  tbato  &■ 
since  philoaophy  began  to  throw  aside  its  hypo-  no  other  religion  known  among  men  that  can  kj 
thetical  assumptions  and  theoretical  reasoning,  claim  to  this  ht«;h  premgaiive.  But  we  do  aot 
and  to  investigate  nature  on  the  broad  basis  of  think  it  possible  that  the  mind  of  man  can  reovit* 
indtutioii,  its  discoveries  have  been  ff»und  r^wn-  a  more  convincing  deinnn9trali<Hi  of  the  tnitli  of 
pletely  accordant  with  the  Scriptures  of  truth,  ChiiMianity  than  is  ret  before  us  in  the  autiim- 
and  illustrative  of  many  of  the  sublune  senti-  tic  facts  on  woich  it  rests,  in  its  tendency  to  pro* 
nients  they  contain.  Geok>g}%  when  in  its  in-  dnce  universal  hapfjiness,  ond  in  the  intrioaia 
lancy,  was  eagerly  brought  forward  by  a  few  excellence  for  Mhich  it  is  distinguished.  That 
iceptical  and  superficial  minds,  to  subserve  the  man,  therefore,  by  whatever  appellation  be  nmy 
cause  of  infidelity.  A  few  pretended  facts,  of  an  be  distinguished,  who  sets  himself  in  oppceitiMi 
insulated  nature,  were  triumphantly  exhibited,  as  to  the  spirit  of  this  religion,  and  endeavouni  !• 
insuperable  objections  to  the  truth  of  the  Mosaic  ^counteract  its  progress,  must  be  considered  aa 
hbtory  and  chronology.  But  later  and  more  not  only  destitute  of  true  lasie  and  of  moral  as- 
accurate  resetrdies  have  completely  disproved  cellence,  but  as  an  enemy  to  the  happiness  of 
the  allegations  of  sudh  sceptical  philosophers,  and  his  species.  If  the  religion  of  the  Bible  is  dia- 
were  they  now  alive,  they  would  feel  ashamed  carded,  we  are  left  completely  in  the  dark  with 
of  their  ignorance,  and  of  the  fallacious  sta«e-  regard  to  every  thing  that  is  most  interealiiif  lo 
mentsby  which  they  attempted  to  impose  on  the  nun  as  an  intellectual  being,  and  as  a  moral 
credulity  of  mankind.  As  geology  advances  in  and  accountable  agent.  We  shouUl,  in  ibis 
i^  investigations,  along  with  its  kindred  scien-  case,  have  the  most  imperfect  conceptiona  of  lb« 
ces,  the  facts  which  it  is  daily  disclosing  appear  attributes  of  Deity,  and  should  know  nothing  df 
mure  and  more  corroborative  of  the  description  his  designs  in  giving  us  existence,  and  phMing 
given  in  the  Bible  of  the  original  formation  and  us  in  thi^  part  of  his  empire, — we  shoukl  reiiaaia 
arrangement  of  our  globe,  and  of  the  universal  in  igttorance  whether  the  world  had  a  bsginaiag 
deluge.  And,  therefore,  we  have  every  reason  or  h.id  existed  from  eternity,  or  whether  we  AtJl 
to  conclude,  that  vtrhen  science  and  art  shall  have  ever  have  an  opportunity  cf  beboMing  the  gnm4 
arrived  at  a  still  higher  point  of  perfection,  and  system  of  the  universe  a  little  more  unfoUad«— 
our  terrestrial  system  shall  have  been  more  tho.  we  shoukl  be  destitute  of  any  fijted  nnoral  laws  to 
roughly  explored  throughout  all  its  departments,  direct  tis  in  our  social  transacliona  and  inlHw 
arguments  wiUbe  derived  from  philosophy  itself  courses, — we  shoukl  be  entirely  ignorant  of  th« 
in  support  of  the  divinity  of  our  religion,  which  principles  and  obj(H:ts  of  the  moral  govemmenldr 
will  carry  irresistible  conviction  to  every  mind.  the  Almighty, — we  should  be  destitute  of  nay 

Such  is  a  very  brief  summary  of  the  internal  consolation  under  the  afflictions  and  calamitissof 

•vidences  of  the  Christian  religion.     It  is  distin-  Kfe,— we  should  hang  continually  in  dooht  wbeth* 

guished  by  the  dignity  and  sublimity  of  the  sijfle  er  <hftlh  is  U»  put  a  final  termination  to  our  being, 

and  sentiments  of  the  writings  which  contain  its  or  convey  us  to  another  and  an  eternal  stala  of 

revelataonsr-it  exhibits  the  roost  rational  and  existence  ;  oikI,  at  length,  we  shouM  bo  phmgad 

eonsislent  views  of  the  attributes  of  the  Divine  into  the  gulf  of  universal  scepticism,  into  wIubIi 

Being,— it  gives  us  iiill  assurance  of  a  future  every  rejecter  of  revelation  ultimately  sinks, 

sials  of  immortality, — it  points  out  the  way  by  It  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that  th«  ra* 

which  pardoB  of  sin  and  deliveranee  from  moral  ligion  to  whose  characteristics  I  have  now  ad* 

•taaif  W^bliiMdr-4t«iUbiliUwp«Nitiai  iwtid,  is  nC  It  ke  «oaiUH<id  m  pwdn^  Am 
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Chri^ttaniij  which  has  been  e^tablifhed 
\  in  Gr«rmany,  in  Russia,  or  in  Britain ; 
ie  profowcd  bj  Episcopal iana,  Preabyic- 
ndependents,  or  any  other  sectary  ;  or  aJ 
NMiDded  in  the  calechisma,  coufeasions,  or 
i  of  divinity,  which  har«  b«^t;n  published 
difierent  denominations  of  i he  Christian 
In  all  these  cases,  its  true  gl»ry  has  been 
d«  ita  ba^uiy  defaced,  and  iti  purity  con* 
jad,  by  paaaing  through  the  atmosphere  of 
IbUy  and  owtuption ;  and  opinions  and 
M  have  been  incorporated  with  its  leading; 
les  altogether  repugnant  to  the  libera)  and 
ve  spirit  for  which  it  n  diatinuiiished.  It 
tChuiimity^lluBibUakmetovMehl 
It  ia  there  ahwia  that  it  is  to  be  seen  in 
re  purity,  simplicKy.  and  glory ;  and  he 
glaets  to  study  the  Scriptures,  unfettered 
ra— nil  of  human  systems,  will  never  be 
ly  m  perceive  or  to  appreciate  the  true 
«•  of  that  religion,  which  is  **  pure  and 
lie,  full  of  mercy  and  good  fruits,'*  and 
reathes  **  good  will  towards  men."  For, 
I  of  the  forms  which  Christianity  lias  as- 
to  earlaia  oountries,  it  has  been  so  much 
with  human  inventions,  as  to  be  scarcely 
lishable  from  heathenism;  and,  oonse- 
,  in  auch  cases,  it  has  seldom  been  m> 
led  wiQi  thoee  beneAcial  effects  which  it 
latod  to  produce.  And,  among  almost 
sactariea  in  every  country,  either  somecif 
ngaidiing  features  have  been  overlooked, 
Ktrinaa  mixed  up  with  meiaphysical  do^- 
its  practical  bearinsfi  disregarded,  or  Ofiin- 
ipecting  its  forms  and  circumstantials  set 
Ktition  with  itv  fundamental  truths  and 
eqqisitions.  **  NevertheleM,  the  founda- 
G>i  standflih  sure,'*'— and  thu  Divine 
f  Christianity  will  remain  unshaken  and 
bred,  so  long  as  the  Scriptures  are  preserv- 
niarainated  and  entire, 
evidences  to  which  I  have  now  ad^rted 
inuaily  inereatift^  in  their  clearness  and 
Time,  which  is  gradually  undermining 
idation  of  error,  is  enlarging  the  bulwarks 
,  and  adding  to  their  strengith  an-J  stabil- 
ppoeition  has  tended  only  to  clear  away 
i>ish  which  has  b«*en  thrown  around  the 
tn  fabric,  but  is  ha-ssliown  itsfiMmdations 
na  and  impregnable.  The  historical  evi- 
AS  been  gaining  strength  ever  since  iho 
the  apostles,  and  since  the  time  when 
[,  Chubb,  Tindal,  Morgan,  and  other  in- 
ifen  attempted  to  undermine  the  cause 
Ued  religion.  The  defences  which  were 
kI  by  Grotius,  Slillingfleet,Butler,  Leland, 
I,  I^iley,  and  others,  have  shown,  that  the 
le  argum«its  for  Christianity  have  been 
I,  sifieid,  and  examined,  the  more  irresisti- 
e  they  appeared,  and  the  more  have  they 
rith  iDcreasiBg  brightness ;  so  that  no  in- 
to iM«c  then  on  fhir 


grounds.— Tlie  evidence  from  prophecy ^  from  its 
ywy  nature,  is  C(»ntini<aliy  pngresstve ;  and,  in 
proportion  as  Scripture  predictions  are  studied 
wiih  jiKlj;mvnt  and  inielligvnce,  and  compared 
with  the  hist(»ry  r»f  ;>asi  ages  and  the  present  state 
of  the  nations,  will  a  new  light  be  thrown  on  the 
prophetical  wriiings,which  will  cause  the  evidence 
of  their  divinity  to  t>hine  forih  with  a  brighter, 
lustre,  and  enable  every  intelli|{<>nl  olwerver  to 
read,  in  passing  events  aiMl  in  ihu  revolutions  u( 
empires,  the  (aithrulness  uf  the  Almighty  in  ac- 
complishing thoKe  declarations,  which,  "at  surv* 
dry  limes  and  divers  manners,  he  spake  to  ibe 
fathers  by  the  prophets.'' — Tlie  intemml  evidenee, 
which  has  been  mure  overlooked  than  it  ought  to 
have  been,  is  likewise  increasing,  and  will  conti- 
nue to  increase,  in  proportion  as  the  Scriptures 
are  penuwl  whh  judgment  and  care,  as  nature  is 
cunteniplaie<l  with  humility  and  reverence,  and 
as  useful  knowledge  is  didused  over  die  worU. 
When  the  holy  principles  of  our  religion  shall 
have  acquired  a  greater  influence  over  the  tem- 
pers and  conduct  of  its  professors  ;  when  the  de- 
libcrati'ins  of  statesmen  and  tho  conduct  of  states 
and  empiros  shall  be  directed  by  its  maxims  and 
laws  ;  when  Cbrisiinnity  shall  be  divested  of  tho 
false  drapery  with  which  its  pretended  friends 
have  attempted  to  adorn  it,  and  freed  from  the 
corruptions  which  human  lolly  has  incorporated 
Willi  its  institutions;  when  all  who  recognise  its 
leading  doctrines,  throwing  aside  parly  disputes 
and  animosities,  shall  form  thenuelves  into  one 
grand  and  harmonious  association  ;  when  a  few 
more  portions  of  thii  heathen  world  shall  have 
been  brought  into  tiiibjection  to  the  Prince  of 
Peace,  and  when  the  general  happiness  result- 
ing from  such  events  shall  be  felt  and  acknow- 
ledged— then,  hII  who  behold  such  blessed  transr 
firmations  will  be  enabled  to  read,  in  characters 
that  cannot  be  mistaken,  that  the  Creator  of  the 
universe  is  the  original  author  of  Christianity, 
and  that  the  promotion  of  the  best  interests  of 
mankind  is  the  great  end  of  all  its  revelations. 


My  intention  in  giving  the  preceding  summary 
of  the  evidences  of  Christianity  is,  to  show,  that, 
without  habits  of  ratiimal  thinking  and  a  certain 
portion  of  general  information,  these  evidences 
cannot  bo  thoroughly  investigated,  nor  their 
weight  and  importance  duly  appreciated.  For, 
how  can  a  mind  unaccustomed  to  reading  and  re- 
flection be  supposed  ^pable  of  entering  into  all 
the  topics  and  considerations  requisite  to  be  at- 
tended to  in  such  investigations, —  of  balancing 
arguments,— of  comparing  prophecies  with  their 
accomplishment  in  the  history  of  nations,— of 
detecting  sophisms,  or  of  feeling  the  force  of  rea- 
sonings, however  clear  or  powerful  ?  it  is  des- 
titute of  those  fundamental  principles  and  gsnsral 
idati  OB  which  •&  noral   ratfacMMrioi  art 
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grounded.    On  such  a  mind,  the  most  wei|;htj  the  leading  events  whkh  the  hiitory  of  ihe  world 

OkrguraentA  and  the  most  ci>eent  reaMoinga  imke  reoordi,  we  should  be  enabled,  when  reading  iha 

no  sensible  impression.     It  may  be  susceptible  prophetical  writings,  to  perceive,  At  every  stepi 

of  being  biassed  against  n;li^iun  by  the  Kieers  the  idras  and  purpoMss  of  tliat  AIl-CoinprriieD* 

aid  sarcasms  of  jovial  companions,  and  the  ri-  aive  Mind  that**  knowrththe  end  from  (he  b^ 

dicule  with  which  they  may  treat  the  truths  of  ginning,**  and  Ims  faithfulness  in  aceompliahiig 

revelation,  but  it  is  unqualiiicd  eiiher  to  rebut  the  pmmises,  and  executing  the  threatening  of 

such  impertinences,  or  lo  appreciate  the  excel-  his  word. — A  knowledgeof  Cknmohagy  w  alM 

icncies  of  Chriklianiiy,  the  fciundation  on  which  re^iiititc,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  time  in  whkh 

it  rests,  and  the  benignant  tendency  of  its  doc-  predictions  were   ntiered,  and   the   periods  lo 

trines  and  precepts.     And  if,  m  the  present  day,  wlHch  they  refer — and  of  AnemU   Gtognpkg, 

n  man  has  no  acquaintance  with  ttie  grounds  and  to  determine  the  localities  of  those  tribes  or  imp 

reasons  of  revealed  religion,  and  the  evidences  tions  to  which  the  prophectes  have  a  refercnea» 

oo  which  its  truth  and  divinity  rest,  he  will  not  and  their  relative  positions  with  regard  lo  oadk 

only  be  indifferent  to  the  observance  of  its  pre-  otlier. — In  particular,  it  is  necessary  to  bo  M- 

cepts,  and  destitute  of  its  supports  and  coosolaF-  4]uaintcd  with  the  JFTgwraftus  a^fle  in  which  pr^ 

tiona,  but  will  be  constantly  liable  to  be  turned  phecy  is  conveyed,  in  order  to  undersland  the 

aside  to  tbs  paths  of  folly  and  intemperance,  and  writings  of  the  ancient  prophets.     These  wn|h 

to  become  the  prey  of  unthinking  fools  and  sooff-  ings,  in  common  with  those  of  moat  of  the  Eii^ 

ing  infidels.     Whereas,  when  a  man  can  give  a  tern  nations,  are  highly  poetical,  and  abound  in 

reason  of  the  hope  that  is  in  him,  his  religion  be-  Allegories,  Parables  and  Metaphors.    The  A^ 

cones  a  delightful  and  a  rational  service,  and  be  ifgory  i>  that  mode  of  speech  in  which  the  wrt^ 

is  enabled  to  piit  to  silence  the  scoflTs  and  vain  er  or  speaker  means  to  convey  a  different  id* 

cavillings  of  fiM>lish  and  unreasonable  men.  from  what  the  words  in  their  primary  significalioi 

Besiiitss  assisting  us  in  investigating  the  evi-  bear.     ThuN,  "  Break  up  your  fallow-groua^ 

dences  of  religion — a  certain  portion  crif  general  and  sow  not  among  thorns,***  is  to  be  undo^ 

information  is  highly  nseful,  and  even  necessary  stood,  not  of  tillage,  but  of  repentance ;  and  ihess 

Jht  atabUn^uttoimda^tlandtheSmeredwriiin^.  words,  "Thy  rowers  have  brought  thee  inlt 

Ci  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  leading  doctrines  of  great  waters,  the  east  wind  hath  bnokea  Ihca  ■ 

revelation,  respecting  the  attributes  of  God,  the  the  midst  of  the  seas,**!  allude,  not  to  the  frit 

mediation  of  Christ,  the  way  in  which  salvation  of  a  4A^,  but  to  the  (ate  of  a  «ity. — OTaO  iha 

is  to  be  obtained,  the  grand  principles  uf  moral  figures  used  by  the  pfophets,  the  most  fivquent  ii 

action,  and  tlie  duties  connected  with  the  several  the  Metaphor^  by  which  words  are  transferred 

relations  of  life,  are  detailed  with  such  plainness  from  their  plain  and  primary,  to  their  figurative 

and  perspicuity  as  to  be  level  lo  the  comprehen-  and  secondary  meaniiig.    One  of  the  most  co> 

aion  of  every  reflecting  mind,  however  unskilled  pious  sources  of  those  metaphors  to  which  tha 

in  Iher&ture  or  science.     But  there  are  certain  saered  writers  resort,  is  tite  aoenery  pf  JVateM. 

portions  of  Revelation,  necessary  *'  to  make  the  The  Sun,  Mi>on,  and  Stars,  the    highesi  and 

awn  of  God  ptTfect,**  the  study  of  which  requires  most  splendid  objects  in  the  natural  world,  figo- 

the  exertion  of  all  our  (acuities,  and  the  applica-  ratively  represent  kings,  queena,  and  princes  er 

tion  of  every  branch  of  human   knowledge  we  rulers,  the  highest  in  the  political  world,  aa  Ii 

can  possibly  acquire.     This  arises  from  the  very  the  liillowing  passages,"  The  moon  abaO  ba 

nature  of  the  subjects  treated  of,  and  from  the  Ii-  confounded,  and  the  sun  ashaaed.**|     "  I  wiD 

mited  fncultics  of  the  human  mind.    To  illus-  cover  the  heavens,  nod  make  the  si«n  thcraof 

trate  this  idea  is  the  object  of  the  following  re*  dark ;  I  will  cover  the  sun  with  a  cloud,  and  iIm 

marks.  «noon  shall  not  give  her  Ught.''§     iJ^^  ud 

1.  A  considerable  portion  of  Scripture  is  oc-  darkneu  are  us<^d  ^guratiwly  for  joy  and  loi^ 

cupied  with  pnphttioti  dedaraiumif-^  in  refe-  row,  prosperity  and  adversity;  as,  "  Wa  wail 

rence  to  events  which  have   long  since  taken  for  light,  but  behold  obaouriiy,  for  brigbtMMf 

■place,  to  those  vriiich  are  now  happening,  and  to  but  we  walk  in  darkness  ;**|1— =and  likewise  for 

those  which  will  hereafler  happen  in  the  future  knowledge  and  ignorance ; — "  The  people  that 

ages  of  the  worU.    It  contains  a  series  of  pre-  walked  in  darkness  have  seen  a  great  light,"  lu» 

4liciions  which  embrace  the  leading  outlines  of  Immoderate  rains,  hail,  floods,  lorreaii,  inu»» 

the  history  of  the  world,  from  its  commencement  dations,  fire  and  storms,  denote  jodgmeota  and 

to  its  final  consummation.  Now,  in  order  to  trace  destructioo ;  Lebanon,  remarkable  for  ita  beig^ 

the  accomplishroeDt  of  these  predictions,  and  to  and  ita  stately  cedare,  is  used  aa  an  imtfa  tt 

IMTceive  dearly  the  events  to  which  they  refer,  majesty  and  strength ;  Carmel,  which  abomdad 

a  minute  acquaintance  with  andent  and  wudem  in  vinea  and  uUves,  as  an  image  of  fertility  ud 

JUiCary  ia  indispensably  requisite :  for  it  if  in  beauty ;  and  bullocks  of  BaihaB,  rana,  ^oal^ 
hiatory,  either  sacsed  or  civil,  that  their  aooom- 

pUihwiit  ia  recorded.    A»d,  4»ouki  we,  with  .j^.^,.      t Ba*. ixvIL «.      Xlanlak: 
— ijiaka  twrf^oftU  n^      iMUk.BxiLf,     |baUilnE.iL 
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\,  M  img«t  ofenMl  and  With  regmrd  to  iha  ddmgt,  we  find  most  of  the 
im  eonqiMran  wad  tjrmnta.  Metopbora  Oredi  and  Roniu  wriian,  Orid,  Lueian,  Be« 
mim  koRowed  firom  hiaiorjr,  (mm  the  aee-  ro«us  the  Chaldean,  Abjdeoua  the  Aityrian,  and 
'  tha  lanple  and  ita  rariooa  atenaila  and  nianj  others  referring  to  that  great  event,  and 
a,  Bad  from  the  ordinary  coatoma  and  oo-  deiailuw  the  particular  cimimttanoea  conneeted 
■a  of  UTo— iho  meaning  and  application  ^'ih  it,  in  language  nearlj  airoilar  to  that  of  the 
di  require  to  be  dietioctlj  nndentood,  in  Sacred  historian ;  such  as,  the  preservation  (if 
o  parceiva  the  spirit  and  references  of  an-  Noah,  the  ark  in  which  he  was  preseryed,  the 
rophecy.  Those  who  would  wish  to  stu-  mountain  on  which  it  ressed,  the  dove  and  the 
t  aubject  with  inteUigeoce,  would  do  well  raven  which  he  is  said  to  have  sent  out,  and  the 
Rib  ibe  works  of  Lowih,  Hard,  Sherlock,  wickedneia  of  the  Ante.'Jituvians,  as  the  cause  of 
»l,  Naweome,  and  particularly  **New-     that  dianml  catastrophe.    We  find,  also,  that  the 

Haaartnikma  on  the  Prophecies."  whole  mythology  of  India  is  full  of  allusions  to 

> amdy ing  the  kutariudparta ^Svi/itn^-^  the  general  deluge,  which  appeara  to  be  the 

riodfa  ofaneient  history,  and  even  of  Pa^  commencementoftheir  present  era;  and  that  a^ 

lytkatogy,  tonda,  in  many  inaianeea,  to  counts  of  the  same  event  are  to  be  met  with  ia 

Ma  on  tka  narratives  of  the  Sacred  wri-  China  and  Japan.* 

Wo  find,  from  heathen  writers,  who  were        ^^  acquaintance  with  ancient  hiatory  ia  nece^ 

m  In  tim  Jewiah  religion,  that  the  moat  Mry  for  enabling  ua  to  fill  ap  the  blanka  left  by< 

t  madition  of  aB  nations,  respecting  the  >*>«  Sacred  historians.    From  the  time  of  Earn 

ialofyof  the  world,  is  eiaetly  agreeable  to  tod  Nehemiah  to  the  birth  of  Christ,  there  ia  an 

alion  of  Moaes,  though  espreeaed  in  a  interval  of  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  years,  of 

ibalniee,  dooblfiil  and  impcrieet  manner.  ^^  evenU  which  happened  during  which  wa 

■miptioa  of  the  origin  of  the  world,  in  the  baveno  account  in  any  part  of  the  inapired  wri*- 

Fbanieian  biatoiy,  transUted  byPiWb  iog>-    A  knowledge  oif  the  events  which  bappen- 

firmn  gawcfcewiaftsn's  collection,  and  ^  during  thia  interval  ia  neceaaary,  in  order  to 

tmdto  na  by  Eumkimt^  Is  materially  the  oompleta  our  views  of  the  scheme  of  Divine  Pio- 

Pith  that  wfaieh  is  raconied  b  the  Book  of  ndenee,  and  to  nnfoU  to  ua  the  aeriea  of  (M'« 

B,  wkaa  sepamted  6om  the  (abukNis  no-  dispensations  in  relation  both  to  the  Jewa  and 

ilh  which  it  ia  blended.    The  Egyptians,  the  Kffroonding  nations.    During  this  period, 

If  lo  Laeriios,  acknowledged,  "  that  ori-  <oo>  muy  of  the  prsdictiono  of  Daniel  and  tba 

&a  worid  was  a  oonfiiaed  chaos,  fiwn  <>ther  prophets  received  their  accoraplishmenlr- 

iIk  Ibor  elements  were  aeparated,  and  Particularly  thoee  whbh  relate  to  the  Medea  and 

wnturea  made ;  and  that  the  world  liad  a  Pmvium,  the  Macedonian  empire,  the  times  of 

Dg,  and  consequently  would  have  an  end.'*  Alexander    the    Qreat,  Ptolemy  Philadel|Aus, 

,  tiie  most  ancient  writer  whoee  works  Antiochus  Epiphanes,  Philip  of  Macedon,  and 

inched  ut,  says,  that  '*  all  things   bad  the  persecutions  in  the  days  of  the  Maocabeea. 

igin  from  a  rude  chaos  ;"  and  Ovid,  in  ^^  order,  therefore,  to  obtain  a  clear  and  compre* 

book  ef  his  "  Metamorphoses,"  tells  us,  hensive  view  of  the  ways  of  Providence  during 

cfiire  the  seas,  and  the  land,  and  the  ca-  this  interval,  such  works  as  Shuckibrd's  "  Con- 

beaven  existed,  there  was  one  appear-  nexion  of  Sacred  and  Profiine  History,"  and 

iroaghout  the  whole  of  nature,  which  Pndeaux's  "  Connexions  of  the  Old  and  New 

Ued  ckose    a  rude  and  indigested  mass,  Testament,"  require  to  be  studied  with  care,  in 

li  earth  and  air,  fire  and  water  were  in-  many  parts  of  which  will  be  seen  a  running  com- 

nately    mixed."      In     short,    Thales,  mentary  on  DanioPs  vision  of  the "  Ram  and 

oras,  Aratus,  Virgil  and  Homer,  speak  He-Goat,"  and  of  **  the  things   noted  in  the 

ricinal  of  all  things,  comfornmble  lo  the  Scripture  of  truth,"  which  have  a  reference, 

given  by  Moses,  though  in  a  different  among  other  things,  to  the  kings  of  Persia,  to 

lojgy ;  and  we  Insrn  from  JoMphun,  Philo,  Alexander  and  his  successors,  and  the  warlike 

I,   Clemens  Alexandrinus,  and  Lucian,  expeditions  in  which  they  were  engaged.    For 

memory  uf  the  six  days  work  wsm  pre-  ^^i  elucidation  of  the  general  train  of  events  from 

not  only  among  the  Greeks  and  Italians,  ^^^   Mosaic  creation  to  the  establishment    of 

nring  the  seventh  day,  but  also  among  Christianity,  <*  Stackhouse*s    History    of    the 

m  and  Indians,  who  all  measured  their  Bible,"  in  six  volumes  8vo,  or  in  three  volumea 

weeks. — ^Manetho,  who  wrote  the  his-  ^'o,  with  the  additional  notes  and  dissertationa 

lie  Egyptians,  Berosns,  who  wrote  the  of  Bishop  Glei^,  will  be  found  an  invaluable  trea- 

A  hiatory,  Hiorom,  who  wrote  the  his-  ""rOf  ^^  ^i'l  amply  repay  the  reader  who  givet 

lienicia,  and  HecatsBuii,  Hillahicus  and  ><  <^  diligent  perusal-t 
I,  who  wrote  the  history  of  Greece,  all 

naaerting,  *<  that  those  who  descended        *  8ee  Maurice's  "Indian  AnUqnlties,*'  and  Biy- 

first  men,  in  the  first  ages  of  the  world,  ****?  SK^®f  **3^»«»<W."  __ 

mvorthamneerlvAtKnattBil««.r.'>  ♦  In  Bishop  Glelirs  edition  of  8tiu5khouse*sHlstoWi 

my  m  mem  nanny  atnonsand  yeara.  —  along  and  uaefal  dissertaUoo,  enUtled,  "An  Appn- 
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S.  A  Imowtedge  of  the  namiert  and  cuttomi,  anifomi.    When  the  eoath  wind  begins  to 

^imate  and  ■easona,  arta  and  aciencea  of  the  the  akj  beconea  dark  and  heavy,  the  aii 

Eastern  nations,  is  easeatiallj  requisite,  in  many  and  thick,  and  the  whole  atmoephere  aaau 

inatancea,  in  order  to  understand  the  allusioos  ci  most  alarming  aspect.    The  heat  produc 

the  sacred  writers,  and  the  meaning  of  various  these  southern  winds  has  been  compared  t 

portions  of  Scripture.     For  example,  when  an  of  a  huge  oven,  at  the  moment  of  drawiii 

untutored  reader  peruses  the  account  given  in  the  bread,  and  to  that  of  a  flame  bk>wn  up 

the  Evangelists  of  the  cure  «f  the  paralytic  who  face  of  a  person  standing  near  the  fire  Ui 

was  carried  by  fi>ur  men  on  a  bed,  and  who,  find>  cites  it. 

ing  it  impossible  to  pass  through  the  throng,  as-         Thousands  of  illustrations  of  Sacred  Scr 

cended  to  the  top  of  the  house  in  which  Jesus  may  be  derived  from  such  sources ;  and  h 

was,  and  let  him  down  -bed  and  all,  *'  through  is  unacquainted  with  them  mutt  remain  a 

the  tiling,"  into  the  very  room  where  he  was  ger  to  the  beauties  of  the  style  of  the  in 

sitting— he  is  apt  to  entertain  a  very  confused  writers,  and  to  the  precise  meaning  of 

and  erroneous  idea  of  the  circumstances  of  the  portions  both  of  the  historical  and  the  prop) 

case,  when  his  attention  is  directed  solely  to  the  writings.  The  manners  and  customs  of  the 

mode  of  building  in  this  country.    Bat,  when  be  em  nations  have  remained  nearly  the  sai 

iM  informed,  that  the  houses  in  the  country  of  several  thousand  years ;  so  that  those  whic 

Judea  were  k>w-built  and  flat-roofed,  and  sur^  found  existing  in  the  present  day  are  exact 

rounded  with  a  parapet  breast-high,  that  there  nearly  the  same,  as  those  which  prevailed 

was  a  ladder  or  pair  of  stairs  which  led  to  the  times  when  the  books  of  the  Old  and  New  1 

top  of  the  house  from  the  outside,  and  a  trap-door  ments  were  written .    Modem  oriental  travi 

or  hatchway  in^the  middle  of  the  rooP-he  wiH  in  their  descriptions  of  the  arts,  sciencei 

flOOQ  acquire  a  clear  idea  of  the  circumstances  manners  of  the  East,  have  furnished  us  \ 

«tated  in  this  and  other  parts  of  the  Evangelical  mass  of  invaluable  materials  for  the  elucidal 

history,  and  of  the  ease  with  which  the  pMdytic  holy  writ,  and  they  have  proved,  in  many  i 

nan  might  be  conveyed  to  the  t<^  of  the  buiki-  unintentionally,  better  commentators  thai 

lag  and  let  down  through  the  roof.    The  same  moat  profound  critics  and  philologists.    Mi 

ftets  likewise  illustrate  the    ctrcumatance  of  their  insulated  remarks  of  this  land  have 

Petei's  going  to  the  top  of  the  house  to  pray,  and  been  classified  and  arranged  by  various  wi 

the  custom  of  making  proclamations  from  the  particularly  by  Harmer,  in  his  "  Observati 

houae-tops,  to  which  Uiere  are  several  allusions  Burder  in  his  **  Oriental  Customs,**  Paxt 

in  Scripture. — ^A  knowledge  of  the  weather  and  his  "  Illustrations,"  and  Taylor,  the  late  le 

•easons  of  Judea,  is  frequently  of  use  to  illustrate  editor  of  the  new  editions  of  Calmet's  Dictic 

the  force  of  certain  expressions  of  the  sacred  wri-  in    his    FragmenUtt    appended    to  that 

ters.    It  may  seem  to  us  nothing  extraordinary  which   contains  an    immense  number  of 

that  there  should  be  **  thunder  uid  rain  in  bar-  observations,  illustrated  with  a  great  varii 

Teat,"  or  in  the  months  of  June  and  July,  when  engravings. 

Samuel  said,  ^'  Is  it  not  uMeat  hmrvett  to  day?        4.  An  acquaintance  with  Andent  Qmgt 

I  will  call  unto  die  Lord,  and  he  Aall  send  thun-  especially  that  part  of  it  which  relatoa  t 

der  and  rain."^    But  Jerome,  who  lived  in  Jti-  Eastern  countries,  vi^nild  enable  a  penmi 

dea  many  years,  says,  it  never  rained  there  at  ruse  many  portions  ofScripture  with  much  g 

that  season ;  so  that  the  thunder  and  rain  whidi  interest  and   intelligence,  than  if  he  were 

happened  at  the  intercession  of  Samuel  were  gether  ignorant  of  this  branch  of  knowledge 

trulymiraculous,andassuch,"  the  people  greatly  the  history  of  the  Old  Testament,  and  i 

feared  the  Lord  and  Samuel.'* — Again,  in  Luke  Prophetical  writings,  there  are  fim|aent  relar 

xii.  65,  it  is  said,  "  When  ye  see  the  south  wind  and  allusions  to  Mesopotamia,  Idumea,  E 

bk>w,  ye  say  there  will  be  heat,  and  it  cometh  to  Assyria,  Chaldea,   Arabia,    Ethiopia,   I 

pass.**  Inourdimate,  where  the  south  wind  sel-  Parthia,  Scythia,  Persia,  and  other  coant 

dom  blows,  this  may  not  be  always  the  case.  But  to  the  cities  of  Jerusalem,  Babylon,  Nun 

in  Syria,  Egypt,  Judea  and  the  adjacent  coun-  Damascus,  Tadmor,  Tyre,  Sidon,  &c.— I 

tries,  ibe  effect  here  mentioned  is  striking  and  great  Sea,  or  the  Mediterranean,  the  Dead 

the  Sea  of  Tiberias,  the  Red  Sea^-the  isl 

ratuB  to  the  History  of  the  Bible,"  has  been  left  oat,  Chittim,  Cyprus,  Crete,  MeliU— the  rivwi 

without  any  reason  lieini;  assigned  fi>r  the  omission,  dan,  Kishon,  Jabbok,  Euphrates,  Hiddeke 

In  ether  respects  the  original  work  appeaas  to  be  _._  tti,;   aIuhib  Phamar  Jt*»  — "Now  a  1 

complete.    Bishop  Qlelg's   improvements  consist  »<>"•  vJlai,  At»ana,  Fharpar,  «tc.— JNow,  a  i 

chiefly  In  bringinii;  forward  the  discoveries  of  modem  ledge  of  the  positions  of  such  plaoea  with  n 

science  for  the  purpose  of  elucidating  certain  Scrip-  xo  the  country  of  Judea,  their  relative  aitu 

tuml  facts,  and  repelling  the  ot^^tlons  of  Infldels—  _  .  .  ^^   .  '    ...  ^2^,  .^  «f  tlwi  »i.fUi 

and  In  various  dlssertaUons  on  some  of  the  leading  ^"in  n^M  to  each  other,  and  of  ttw  outUi 

doctrines  and  historical  facts  of  revelation,  which  their  history,  and  of  the   warlike  achiovei 

xlL  I7«  7  neoaawury,  in  oraer  to  aytiaiB  a  cMtr  mm 
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f  Ti«w  of  the  p— ifw  in  whidi  diara  mmtm  it  ritet  and  miiM  with  the  eliBoiphar% 

iooe  to  Axh  loeditiei. — In  readiof  the  where  it  remains  either  hwimbU,  or  anumet  the 

bta,  it  in  highly  expedient  to  know,  for  appearance  of  clouds.    In  this  state  it  occupiee 

,  the  paskion  of  SanMV ia,  Galilee,  the  a  space  fourteen  hnndred  times  greater  than  in  its 

3enneTsrh,  and  the  rirer  Jordan,  with  ordinary  liquid  state,  and  consequently  is  much 

o  that  pqrtiqnofthe  Holy  Land,  denomi-  lighter  ihan  the  ataMspheric  air  into  which  it 

deti — Iho  ntuatioos  of  BelhMiem,  Nap  rises.    It  has  been  calculated,  that,  from  an  acre 

lericbo^NaiOfSychar,  Bethsaida,  Caoa,  of  ground,  daring  twelre  hours  of  a  summer's 

A  Bidan,  with  respect  to  Jerusalem,  and  day,  more  than  1000  galloos  of  water  hare  been 

peclive  distanoes  from  that  metroplis—  drawn  up  into  the  air  in  the  form  of  vapour.  From 

chanctoristiea  of  the  inhahitants  of  these  the  whole  suriiMM  of  the  ocean  there  arise,  erery 

6r,  opoa  a  Imowiedge  of  such  cireum*  twelre  hours,  no  Icm  than  80,980,600.000,000  or 

onr  pewceptioo  of  the  bcauQr  and  appro-  more  than  thiity  millions  of  millions  of  cubic  feel 

■iofov8iavioar^adtscoaf»ea,andofthe  ofwater,  which  is  more  than  sufficient  to  supply 

y  oflM  actions,  win,  in  a  great  measure,  all  the  rivers  that  intersect  the  four  quarCsraoif 


— !■  I  lading  the  Matory  of  the  joumeyingi  the  globe.  This  immense  body  of  vapour  is  form- 

ipoatlao,  it  u  no  lass  eipedieat  that  we  ed  into  clouds,  which  are  carried  by  the  winds 

■gbofcrensnapaof  Asia  Minor,  of  An-  oMr  ereiy  part  of  the  eoatineots;  and,  by  a 

rases,  of  Paleolaae,  of  the  Eastern  parts  process  with  which  we  are  still  unacquainted,  is 

a,  and-of  the  isluds  of  the  Mediterrane-  again  condensed  into  rain,  snow  or  dews,  wUcb 

that  vea  havo  some  aooqpainiance  with  water  and  fertilise  the  eartiK    Now,  if  this  won- 

icy  aad  characcer  of  the  tribes  which  i»-  deifiil  and  extensive  process  of  nature  were  to 

thoio  eooatriaa  m  the  days  of  the  Apot-  cease    we  might  wash  our  dothee,  but  centuries 

TidMnt  aneb  Imowiedge  and  assistances,  would  not  dry  them,  for  it  is  evaporation  alooo 

tgia'asanyinBtanoss,  read  their  narratives  that  produces  this  eflict — there  would  be  no  raiaa 

Mcaa    and  shall  be  unable  to  appreciate  nor  dews  to  fortilixe  our  fields,  and  the  conss 

HMia,  the  long  joomeys  they  ondertook,  quence  would  be,  the  earth  wouU  be  parcfaad^ 

•Mts  Ihay  endored,  the  danginrs  to  which  and  the  vegetable  productions  which  afford  as 

na  Bipnsail  by  asa  and  land,  and  the  allu-  subsistence  would  wither  and  decays — the  riv- 

ido  tosacfa  eircomstances  in  the  Aposto-  ers  would  swell  the  ocean,  and  cause  it  to  over^ 

tlaa.^  flow  a  portion  ofthe  land,  while,  at  the  same  time, 

I  annimintsiro  with  the  fiu:ts  of  Natural  their  sources  wouU  soon  be  completely  eihaiist>» 

and  Seienee,  and  with  the  general  pheno-  ed,  and  their  channels  dried  up.    Insuchastate 

'  Nature,  woold  tond  to  throw  a  light  on  of  things,  the  whole  system  (^terrestrial  nature 

tasages  of  Scripture,  and  would    enable  woidd  be  deranged,  and  man,  and  all  the  other 

to  perceive  a  beauty  and  an  emphasis  in  tribes  of  animated  nature— ^prived  of  those  com- 

ttpieasions,  which  they  wouU  otherwise  forts  which  are  essential  to  their    existence— 

»  overlook.    For  example,  in  the  begin*  would,  in  a  short  time,  perish  from  the  earth.  So 

the  hundred  and  thtrty-fifih  psalm,  the  that  it  forms  a  powerful  and  impressive  motive  to 

of  God  are  exhorted  (o  "  praise  the  name  excite  us  to  praise  the  name  of  Jehovah,  when  we 

ah  f  and  in  the  sequel  of  the  Psalm  va-  call  to  remembrance,  that  it  is  He  *<  who  causeth 

isoiu  are  assigned  why  we  should  engage  the  vapours  to  ascend  from  the  ends  ofthe  earth,*' 

nercise.    One  of  these  reasons  is,  that  and  thus  preserves  the  harrooay  of  nature,  and  se- 

aaeCA  tht  vapoun  to  aaeendfrom  the  ends  curefl  to  all  living  creatures  the  Uessiags  they 

tk."     Many  persons  who  read  or  who  now  enjoy. 

I  diis  portion  of  sacred  poetry,  would  be  Again,  we  are   informed  by  Solomon,  (Eo- 

oriook  the  circumstance  now  sutedas  an  des.  i.  7.)  that  "  all  the  rivers  run  into  the  sea ; 

It  of  very  inforior  importance.    But  if  yet  the  sea  is  not  full ;  unto  the  plaee  from  wkenee 

sue  the  sidgect  attmitively,  we  shall  find,  the  rivera  eomef  thither  thty  rttum  again.^*    It 

I  physical  operation  of  the  Almighty  is  appears,  at  first  sight,  somewhat  unaccountable, 

very  wonderful  in  its  nature,  but  that  that  the  ocean  has  uot  long  ere  now  overflown 

■oat  of  our  comforts,  and  oven  our  very  all  its  banks,  when  we  consider  that  so   many 

»,  depend,    ^voporotton  is  a  proceseby  majestic  streams  are  incessantly  rolling  into  its 

■ter  and  other  liquids  are  converted  into  abyss,  carrying  along  with  them  into  its  caveras 

Tbo  matter  of  htai,  combining  with  ne  less  than  tlurleen  thousand  six  hundred  cub»- 

■dora  it  specifically  lighter,  by  which  cal  miles  of  water  every  year.    Solomon  partly 

solves  the  difficulty,  by  informing  us,  that,  **  to 

liitaUor««:lat(««>.pl?«llll>.u.M-  •^''^r^r*J^,."'T.'5T^*'**f«'^ 

taseaichest^aiwranl  of  Wells*'*8etof  return  agam."    But  how  do  they  return  7  Many 

Ancient  GeocrapiSr,**  twentj-three  In  num-  expositors  of  Scripture  attempt  to  explain  this 

Z^';^jS;SS^i>SS?ffSS^  ci«an-J«j«,byuUu|.»U«Uj.«|«.rf4. 

Mcnrata  and  eonptou  works  of  tlia  kind.  ocean  psreolate  throagh  the  earth,  and  in  bsmo 
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wajor  another,  arrive  near  the  iap»  ofinountauifl,  bj  bis  word  ?  We  are  preeented  bjr  the  inspired 
where  springs  generally  abound.  But  such  a  penmen  with  expressions  in  which  to  vent  our 
supposition  is  not  onlj  highly  improbable,  when  emotions.  "  He  holds  its  waters  in  the  hoHow 
we  consider  the  vast  mass  of  earth  and  rocks,  of  his  hand ;  he  takeih  up  its  isles  as  a  rery  lil- 
saveral  hundreds  of  miles  in  thickness,  through  tie  thing.**  "  He  gathereth  the  waters  of  the  sea 
which  the  waters  would  have  to  percolate,  but  together  as  a  mass ;  helayeth  up  the  depth  as  in 
directly  contrary  to  the  known  laws  of  nature ;  storehouses.'*  ''  He  divideth  the  sea  bj  hb 
far  nojluid  can  rise  in  a  tube  above  the  level  of  it»  power ;  he  hath  compassed  the  waters  with 
sottTce,  which  in  this  caae  it  behoved  to  do.  Mo-  bounds,  until  the  day  and  night  come  to  an  end.** 
dern  experiments  and  discoveries,  however,  have  "  Thou  coveredst  the  earth  with  the  deep  as 
SMiisfactorily  accounted  for  this  fact,  on  the  prin*  with  a  garment;  the  waters  stood  above  the 
ciple  of  evt^Mrotion,  to  which  I  have  just  now  mountains  :*  At  thy  rebuke  they  fled ;  at  tfae 
adverted.  From  the  surface  of  the  ocean  and  of  voice  of  thy  thunder  they  hasted  away.  Thou 
the  rivers  themselves,  there  is  carried  up  into  hasi  set  a  boundary  that  they  may  not  pass  over, 
the  atmosphere,  in  the  form  of  vapour,  nearly  that  they  turn  not  again  to  cover  the  earth.** 
three  limes  the  quantity  of  water  sufficient  to  re-  **  He  hath  placed  the  sand  for  the  bounds  of  the 
plenish  the  sources  of  all  the  rivers  in  the  world,  sea.  by  a  perpetual  decree,  that  it  cannot  paa 
The  vapour  thus  raised  is  carried  by  the  winds,  it ;  and  though  the  waves  thereof  ton  them- 
m  the  form  of  clouds,  over  every  region  of  the  selves,  yet  thoy  cannot  prevail ;  though  they 
globe,  and  falls  down  in  rains  to  carry  on  the  va-  roar,  yet  can  they  not  pass  over  it.**  He  hath 
nous  processes  of  nature.  One  part  falls  into  the  said  to  its  rolling  billows,  *'  Hitherto  shall  (boa 
tea,  another  on  the  lowlands,  and  the  remaining  come,  and  no  farther ;  and  here  shall  thy  proud 
part  is  sufficient  to  replenish  the  sources  of  all  waves  be  stayed.* — Are  we  spectators  of  stonu 
the  rivers.  So  that  the  assertion  of  Solomon  is  and  tempests,  especially  in  the  terrific  grandaor 
strictly  and  phikMsophically  correct,  that  "  to  the  they  display  in  southern  climes  ?  Our  emocioiis 
place  whence  the  rivers  come,  thither  they  return  will  be  expressed  with  the  greatest  emphasn  ia 
again.**  They  first  fall  into  the  ocean ;  a  por-  the  language  of  inspiration,  in  whidi  we  art 
tion  of  their  waters  is  then  raised  by  evaporation  uniformly  directed  to  view  the  agem^  of  God  ia 
into  the  atmosphere ;  this  portion  of  vapour,  a(^  such  phenomena.  "  Clouds  and  darkness  are 
ter  traversing  the  regions  of  the  air,  falls  down  round  about  him  .*  He  hath  his  way  in  the  whirl- 
in  rain,  mists,  and  dews,  and  supplies  the  nume-  wind  and  the  storm,  and  the  clouds  arc  the  dost 
rous  springs  **  which  run  among  the  hills.*'  of  his  feet.'*    "  When  he  uttereth  his  voiee, 

Such  illustrations,  which  mi^t  be  indefinitely  there  is  a  sound  of  waters  in  the  heavens ;  bo 
extended,  not  only  throw  a  light  on  the  meaning  causeth  the  vapours  to  ascend  from  the  ends  of 
of  the  sacred  writers,  but  tend  likewise  to  show  the  earth  ;  he  maketh  lightnings  with  rain,  and 
the  harmony  that  subsists  between  the  discove-  bringeth  forth  the  winds  out  of  his  treasuries.* 
ries  of  science  and  the  truths  of  revelation.  As  "  The  God  of  glory  thiradcreth  ;  tfae  voice  of  tbo 
the  Author  of  Christianity  and  the  Author  of  the  Lord  is  full  of  majesty :  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
system  of  nature  is  one  and  the  same  Being,  divideth  the  flames  of  fire  ;  yea,  the  Lord  break- 
there  must  exist  a  harmonious  correspondence  eth  the  cedars  of  Lebanon.**  "  Who  can  stand 
between  truth  in  the  one,  and  fact  in  the  other ;  before  his  indignation  ?  The  moontaina  quak« 
and  the  more  they  are  studied  with  intelligence,  before  him,  the  hills  melt,  and  rocks  are  shivored 
and  m  connexion  with  each  other,  the  more  will  at  his  presence.** 
their  harmony  l>e  apparent.  Again,  when  we  contemplate  die  imn^nso 

It  is  a  circumstance  that  has  frequently  forced  number  and  variety  of  animated  beiogp  wfaidi 

itself  upon  my  attention,  that  whatever  scene  of  glide  through  the  waters,  move  along  the  earth, 

nature  we  contemplate,  and  however  briOiant  and  and  wing  their  flight  through  the  air ;  togethor 

unexpected  the  discoveries  which  modem  science  vrith   the  ample  provision   which  is  nudo  fiir 

has  brought  to  li^t, — however  far  they  have  their  accommodation  and  subsislenoe^— wbora 

carried  our  views  into  tne  wonders  of  the  minnto  can  we  find  language  more  appropiaf e  to  ozpreat 

parts  of  creation,  and  into  the  immeasurable  re-  our  feelings  than  in  these  words  oif  the  Psahust  t 

gions  of  space,  where  myriads  of  suns  are  light*  **  How  manifold  are  thy  works,  O  Lord !    !■ 

ed  up,-*-HUKi  however  much  the  mind  may  bo  vrisdom  hast  thou  made  them  all ;  the  earth  it 

lost  in  astonishment  and  wonder,  at  the  magnifi-  full  of  thy  rich<» ;  so  is  the  great  and  wide  aeag 

cent  scenes  which  they  disclose, — we  riiall  find  wherein    are    things    creeping    iimiiBierthU^ 

toatiments  and  expressions  in  Scripture  adequate  bodi  small  and  great  beasU.    Thooe  aH  wall 

to  express  every  emotion  of  the  soul  when  en-  upon  thee,  that  thou  mayest  give  them  their  i 

gaged  in  such  ooatemphoions.'— Are  wocooteo-  in  duo  season.    Thou  givost 

plating  the  expanse  of  the  ocean,  and  the  vast  thor;  tboa  opeaest  thine  haad,— 4ht]r  are 

BMnofwatets  which  filHts  mighty  caverns?  and  with  good.''-~¥^hen  we  annrey  tbo  slnietwa  if ' 
damv*  wish  «>raiBfr  cor  iboaghts  in  adoratian  of 
iliiiVaii*^<hal  Aho|^  Boiag  whofenaad  ft  •B^teHactotheailaift 
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^  femnan  fravfo,  and  consider  the  vast  number 
Wbon««,  muscles,  veins,  arteries,  lactoais,  lym- 
ffaatics.  and  mher  parts,  all  curiously  ciMnbinwl, 
and  calculated  to  facilitate  every  niolinti  of  oiir 
koiMm,  and  to  produce  sensitive    «njoynient, — 
along  with  the  organs  of  sense,  the  process  of 
reipiraxianf   and   ihe   circulation  of  the  blood 
ihrou^  Ibe  whole  frame  every  faur  rainutes, — 
eto  w«   refrain  frum  adoplins  the   expressive 
iU|ua^  of  tbe  Psalmist  ?    **  I  will  praise  thee, 
kr  1  am  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made !  mar- 
tsllous  are  thy  works.    My  substance  was  not 
hid  from  Chee  when  I  was  made   in  secret,  and 
eariouaiy  wroughi,"— or  variegated  Kke  needle- 
work,— *'  in  ray  mother's  womb."*     Thine  eyes 
did  sea  my  tufaaiance  when  it  was  yet  imperfect ; 
and  in  thy  book  all  my  members  were  written, 
which  in  coDiiaaance  were  fashioned  when  as 
Tcc  ibere  was  mme  of  them.    How  precious  are 
Iby  iboughts  (or,  thy  wonderful  contrivance)*) 
coooeming  me,  O  God !    How  great  is  the  sum 
of  them !     If  1  should  oiunt  tbeni,  they  are  more 
iaaumbtfr  thaa  the  -sand."    To  which  may  lie 
added  the  words  of  Job,  "  Thine  hands  have 
ande  and  Cuhiootd  me  :  thou  hast  clothed  me 
with  akin  and  flesh,  and  hast  fenced  me  with 
bonea  axid  sinews;  and  thy  visitation  preaerveth 
aij  apiril.** — When  we  contemplate  the  minute 
wBodaia  of  creation,  and  are  struck  with  aston- 
■faowot  at  tbe  inconceivable  smalineaa  of  certain 
aaimated  beings, — how  can  we  more  appropri- 
ately ezpresa  our  feelings  than  in  the   language 
af  Scripture,  **  He  is  wonderful  in  counsel,  and 
eiorllMit  in  working ;  his  wisdom  is  unsearch- 
able, his  understanding  is  infinite  ;  marvellous 
things   doth  ho  which  wo  caimut  comprehend. 
There  is  none  like  unto  thee,  O  Lord,  neither 
are  there  any  works  like  unto  thy  works.     Thou 

*  In  ciir  trans'iAtien.  the  be.iiity  anil  emphasis  of 
this  pas."!::!:  an-  partly  lo«t.  The  ex]ire?.Hion,"  rurl- 
ou<;y  wrrmiilif ."  litenllv  trjin-shitcvl,  Klcnifits'"tiow- 
ertil  with  a  n*,*tille."  The  prore-Js  of  ihe  formation 
of  the  hurn:in  budy  in  tlio  womb  is  irumparr.il  tu  th:U 
in  a  |>iere  of  (ielictic  work  wrouuht  wlih  a  fine 
aeedle.  or  fa5hi<ine<l  with  poi  iil|»r  art  in  the  loom ; 
vhirh,  a'i'h  ail  IM  biiaiir.fui  pro(>orTion  of  fl^uru 
aid  variety  of  I'oluurinjr,  risi.'s  hy  ilt-srecs  to  perfec- 
tion under  the  hand  uf  the  artist,  from  a  nnJc  mn'H 
of  silk  or  other  loalerialy,  anil  accorxtmir  to  a  pait(.Tn 
ir\it;i  beforr*  him.  In  ac-i:oni:incf  with  this  idea,  the 
Divine  Kcliu;  is  nere  rcpresentetl  as  working:  a 
I(upe1e5s  mtsd,  After  a  plain  ilelineat«.'d  in  his  tiook, 
feao  the  moit  curioas  texture  of  nmsclei*,  bones, 
vein?,  Ii[?ajncnt3,  membranes,  lymphatics,  ftc.  must 
skilfully  interwoven  and  connected  with  eacli  other, 
till  it  liecomes  a  fltructuru  with  all  the  parts,  linea- 
ment*, anil  functions  of  a  man,— no  one  of  which  is 
to  fee  fcen  at  flntt,  any  more  than  the  (Yifurcs  in  a 
bill  of  yilk.  brforc  it  Is  fashioned  with  ihu  needle. 
TV  won<lt:rs  of  this  workmanship  are  (hrther  on- 
tkknced  from  the  consideration,  that,  while  hiimiin 
iftificers  require  the  cleirmit  li^lit  for  accomplish- 
iaftbelr  work,  the  Uivine  Artist  performs  it  ''fn 
•srrer."  wltbin  the  ilark  and  narrow  rcoe.iH  of  tiic 
vomh.  The  expression,  "How  precious  are  thy 
AMT^^fl  PI  me,"  should  be  rendered, "  IIow  precious 
«re  ihjr  rontrivances  re^prcting-  me,"  namely,  in 
*pfrrence  to  the  exoulsite  structure  and  ori^fanala- 
uon  of  the  corporeal  frame,  on  which  the  Psalmist 
4-j^i  lUed  his  meditatkma. 
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art   great,  and  doet  wondrous  lliinga ;  thou  art 
God  alone." 

When  we  contemplate  ihe  amazing  structure 
of  the  heavens— the  magnitude  of  the  bodiea 
which  com|x»se  the  planetary  system,  and  the 
numerous  orbs  which  aiioni  liie  nocturnal  sky — 
when  we  penetrate  wiih  the  telescope  into  the 
more  diMianl  regions  of  space,  and  behold  ten 
diousanii  times  ten  thousand  more  of  these  bright 
luminaries  rising  to  view  from  every  region  of  ilie 
firmament — when  we  consider  that  each  of  these 
twinkling  luminaries  is  a  sun,  equal  or  auperior 
to  our  own  in  siae  and  in  splendour,  and  surround- 
ed with  a  system  of  revolving  worlds — when  wo 
r«tlect,  that  all  this  vaRt  assemblage  of  aims  and 
worlds,  forms,  in  all  probability,  but  a  very  small 
portioHiif  Jehovah's  emf>ire,  and  when  our  minds 
are  bewildered  and  astonished  at  the  incomprt^ 
hensible  grandeur  of  the  scene— where  shall  we 
find  language  to  express  our  emotions  more  ener- 
getic and  appropriate  than  in  such  passages  aa 
thejM!  ?  "  Canst  ihou  by  searching  find  out  God  ? 
Canst  thou  find  out  the  Almighty  to  perfection  f 
Ho  b  gk>riuus  in  power,  his  understanding  is  in- 
finite, his  greatness  is  unsearchable.  The  hea- 
vens declare  the  glory  of  Jehovah,  and  the  firma- 
nent  showeth  his  handy-work.  All  nations  before 
him  are  as  nothing,  and  diey  are  counted  to  him 
as  Icaa  than  nothing  and  vanity.  He  meteth 
out  the  heavens  with  a  span,  and  compre- 
hendeth  the  dust  of  the  earth  in  a  measure.  Be- 
hold! the  heaven  and  the  heaven  of  heavena 
cannot  contain  him.  By  the  word  of  the  Lord 
were  tlie  heavens  made,  and  all  the  host  of  them 
by  the  spirit  of  his  mouth.  He  spake,  and  it 
was  done ;  hu  commanded,  and  it  stood  &8t. 
He  doth  great  things  past  finding  out,  and  won- 
ders without  number.  Groat  and  marvellous 
are  thy  works,  Lord  God  Almighty !  Touching 
the  Almighty  we  cannot  find  him  out ;  he  is 
excellent  in  power,  and  his  glory  is  above  the 
earth  and  the  heaveiui.  Who  can  utter  tho 
mi;;hty  opcral  ions  of  Jehovah  ?  Who  can  show 
forth  all  his  praise  ?" 

Are  we  led,  from  tho  discoveries  of  modern 
astronomy,  to  infer,  that  numerous  worlds  besides 
our  own  ok ist  throughout  tho  universe?  This 
idea  will  be  found  embodied  in  numerous  passa- 
ges of  Scripture,  such  as  the  following ; — 
*♦  Through  faith  we  understand  that  the  wnrltl* 
were  framed  by  the  word  of  God."  '*  In  these 
last  days  he  hath  spoken  to  us  by  his  Son,  whom 
he  hath  appointed  heir  of  all  things,  by  whom 
also  he  made  the  worlds."  '*  Thou  hast  made 
heaven,  tlie  licaven  of  heavens,  with  all  their  ho*t, 
and  thou  preservesl  them  all,  and  thehoat  of  hea- 
ven wor»hippeth  thee."  "  He  siltelh  upon  the 
circle  of  the  earth,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof 
are  as  grasshoppers.  All  the  inhabitants  of  the 
earth  are  reputed  a»  nothing  in  his  nght.  Tho 
nations  are  as  the  drop  of  a  bucket;  and  he 
doth  tccordiog  to  his  will  tn  fAaorMtaa^Asaneai 
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tnd  tmong  the  inhabitants  of  the  carfh.**    "  He  moral  precepts ;  and,  by  familiariaing  their  mjadi 

hath  prepared  his  throne  in  the  hesvens,  and  hia  with  the  numerous  and  miilli&rious  fiicts  thej  ea- 

kingdom  ruleth  over  aU.^    *'  When   I  consider  hibit,  and  aunpariof;  them  with  the  history  ofW'" 

thy  hesTcns — what  is  man,  that  thou  art  mind-  tioos,  and  with  passing  events,  they  would  gm- 

fuU  of  him  V*    It  would  be  easy  to  show,  were  it  dually  acquire  an  enlightmed  and  comprebeniive 

expedient  in  tbe  present  case,  that  aU  sudi'ex-  view  of  God's  superintendiag  prondence.     The 

pressions  and  representations,  embody  in  them  study  of  tho  Scriptmes,  in  their  ostiTe simplicity, 

tbe  idea  of  a  plwrdUty  of  vcorldt^  without  which  with  the  helps  now  alluded  to,  and  without  inter* 

they  would    appear   either  inexplicable,  or  as  mixture  of  the  technical  language  of  theologiaoa, 

a  spemes  of  bombast,  unworthy  of  the  character  and  of  party  opinions,  would  be  of  vast  impart- 

of  inspired  writers.    So  that,  to  whatever  de-  ance  in  religion.    It  would  c(»vinoe  the  unbiaas* 

partment  of  nature  we  direct  our  contemplations,  ed  inquirer  bow  little  foundation  there  is  ia  tbe 

we  perceive  its  correspondence  wiih  the  senti-  Scriptures  themselves,  for  many  of  those  romiei 

ments  expressed  in  the  sacred  writings,  and  find  rous  disputes  about  metaphysical  dogmas,  which 

in  these  writings  the  most  sublime  and  appropr  -  have  rent  the  Christian  world  into  a  number  of 

ate  language  in  which  to  express  diose  emotions  shreds  and  patches,  and  produced  jealousy  and 

which  the  diversified  scenes  of  the  material  world  animosity,  where  love  anid  affection  sboold  have 

•re  calcidated  to  inspire.  appeared  predominant.    He  would  eooo  be  eoA* 

We  may  now  ask,  if  such  an  araertion  can  be  bled  to  perceive,  that  the  system  of  Revetatioa 

made,  in  truth,  with  regard  to  any  other  writ-  chiefly  consists  of  a  series  of  important  ./belSi 

higs,  ancient  or  modem,  whose  sentiments  have  connected  with  the  dispensations  of  God  towarde 

■oC  been  derived  from  the  sacred  oracles  ?    Can  our  race>  and  interwovta  with  a  variety  of  practi* 

we  find  in  the  writings  of  all  tlie  poets,  philoso-  cat  and  interesting  truths ;  and  that  the  grand 

phers  and  orators  of  Greece  and  Rome,  senti-  design  of  the  whole  is  to  counteract  the  effects  of 

ments  so  dignified,  appropriate  and  sublime,  in  moral  evil,  to  display  the  true  character  of  Deihr, 

relation  to  the  objects  to  which  we  have  alluded  ?  to  promote  love  to  God  and  man,  to  incnkale  the 

Do  not  siidi  writers  firequeotly  misrepresent  and  practice  of  every  heavenly  virtue,  and  to  fena 

even  caricature  the  system  of  nature  ?    Are  not  msnkind  into  one  harmonious  and  afTecdonata 

their  descriptions  of  the  gods,  and  the  actions  society.    He  would  find  none  of  the  fedmieai 

they  attribute  to  them,  in  many  instances,  mean,  terms  and  phraseology  which  the  schoolmen  and 

ridiculoiis,  unworthy  (^the  character  of  superior  others  have  introduced  into  their  systems  of  the* 

beings,  and  even  in  the  highest  degree  immoral  ology ;  nor  any  of  those  anathemas,  vrhich  one 

and  prafi^?   And,  if  we  turn  to  £e  literature  sectary  has  so  fi«quently  levelled  at  another,  ap- 

aad  the  sacred  books  of  the  Chinese,  the  Per-  pUed  to  any  one,  excepting  to  these  "  who  wm 

sians,  the  Hindoos  or  the  Japanese,  shall  we  find  not  our  Lord  Jesus  in  smcerity."    He  woaU 

any  thing  superior?  And  ia  not  the  circumstance  naturally  be  led  to  the  conclusion,  that  wbatia 

to  which  we  have  adverted,  a  strong  presumptive  not  clearly  and  explicitly  stated  in  the  Scriptwea, 

evidence  that  the  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  or  but  obscurely  hinted  at,  in  reference  to  the 

Testament  were  written  under  the  inspiraticMi  of  external  government  of  the  church  or  an^  other 

the  Almighty ;  and  consequently,  that  they  are  subject,  cannot  be  a  matter  of  primary  inporU 

*<  profitable  ior  doctrine,  for  reproof,  and  for  in-  ance,  and  consequently,  ought  never  to  be  tha 

struction  in  righteousness,  4hat  the  men  of  OoA  subject  ef  virulent  dispute,  or  the  cause  of  dia- 

may  be  made  perfect,  and  thoroughly  furnished  sension  or  separation  among  Christians — and 

unto  all  good  works  ?"  tliat  those  things  only  are  to  be  considered  as  die 

Such  is  a  brief  view  of  some  ot  the  advaaia-  prominent  and  distinguishing  truths  of  reltgiao 

ges  which  may  be  derived  from  history  and  gene-  which  are  the  most  fi'equently  reiterated,  and  ez* 

ral  science  in    the    study    of  the    Scriptures,  pressed  with  such  emphasis,  and  perspicai^,  that 

There  is,  indeed,  scarcely  a  branch  of  useful  "  he  who  runs  may  read  them." 

knowledge,  of  whatever  description,  but  may  be  Again,  such  an  intelligent  study  of  the 

rendered  in  some  way  or  snother,  subservient  to  tures  as  would  acoonapany  the  acquisition  of  |^ 

the  ehtcidation  of  the  sacred  oracles,  and  in  ena-  eral  knowledge,  would  have  a  tendency  to  pro* 

bling  us  to  take  a  wide  and  comprehensive  view  mote  the  union  of  the  Christian  churdi.  Igaoranee 

of  the  facts  and  doctrines  they  declare.    Were  and  distorted  views  of  the  truths  of  revelaticn 

the  great  body  of  mankind,  therefore,  instructed  are  almost  uniformly  accompanied  with  illiberal 

in  general  knowledge,  and  accustomed  to  ratio-  ity  and  self-«ooceit ;  and  where  these  preva9» 

nal  inveetigatioos,  they  would  be  enaUed  to  study  silly  prejudices  are  fostered,  and  party  <^iniaa8 

the  Scriptnree  with  much  greater  interest  and  tenaqiously  adhered  to,  and  magnified  mto  nndaa 

lateQigeoee  than  theycannowbesupp<Medtodo.  importance.      But  an  enlightened   mind^— dn 

They  wouU  perceive  the  beauty  and  sublimity  farther  it  advances  in  the  paUi  of  knowledge  aad 

of  their  hoguage,  the  digni^  and  excellence  of  in  the  study  of  the  Sacred  Oracles,  the  more  wiU 

the  antiments  they  contain,  the  purity  of  their  it  perceive  the  limited  natoreof  its  facultiea,  and 

doitaliM,  a»A  the  beaefiaent.  teadawy  cf  dufe  the  difficulty  of  dedding  on  cvtain  ■qmaHaw 


MWqgfJ.INKOW  ADVANTAQES  07  KNOWLSOGB.  183 

aDdooaMqp»Qify,ClwiBorswin  Hba  «lio  prtniM  to  Mt  in  this  nuMer  thodd  neirer 
iimiwrf IP gwt to fwy  odwr Mind  »  lUwrty of  oono  to  tlio  kiiowl«d,{0  of  tho  truth?  What 
■nhorfiMto  nkipom  mbi«eta,  wkI  to  book  in  the  imHd  would  ttuid  luoh  an  onkal  ? 
■UowaBCO  tar  ihoM  oduauiooal  pro-  Tbero  k  no  treatise  oo  any  lubgeet  whatever, 
ocfaor  ciniaa  which  have  a  teadeacy  which,  if  treaied  io  this  naoMr,  niig;ht  not  bo 
liitf  tha  wmd  to  eortaia  &vourita  opiaioas.  aude  to  appear  a  laass  of  aboorditips  and  eon- 
JBJb  "fcM  ■"*  »  diipoaifion  Mora  fenemMy  pro-  tradietieos.  If  the  Bibio  is  to  bo  read  at  all,  it 
nl^  and  ii  aooanpaaied  wkh  the  ewrcise  of  must  bo  perused  both  with  reverenee  and  with  ia* 
Chfittoi  Is^ra  aad  aMderatim  tho  spirit  of  party  toUifooeo;  and  thereisaoonowhoootoraoatho 
«9WfiinUj  ndamiasd^aadaU  who  roeof-  study  of  it,  in  such  a  state  ofaiind,  bat  wiB  soon 
■B  Iks  Mill  aad  ssasntia]  fauarss  af  (pNmiM  poroeivo,  that  it  contains  **  the  witness  in  itself," 
rhkljly  orB  y ito  to  oaa  tovaly  and  haroo-  lhatitisfeNnaod,andwillfbol,thaiitla«<quidc 
tkm  trnkitj*  But,  an  long  as  igaoraiwa  and  and  poworfid!*  in  iu  appeals  to  Iha  eonaeieBee, 
liiM^  afaMNliI  toaetiTily  pcmO  aanng  tba  and  a " aearaher  of  tho  thoaights and  toteatoof 
^■ihai^al'thapopBlatloa.aMh  n  happy  oo»*  tho  heart.'*  But  he  who  roaifa  it  oitbar  with 
■toMllsBCiBBal  1)0  aipactad.*  ooom,  with  nogiigenco,  or  with  pni)adies»  needs 
liibrt»«OTs  Iha  SMndwritiivatadtod  with  not  wendor  if  ho  shall  find  hiasoff  only  eonflrm- 
itlMMiaiid  nttaniko,aBd  tiMaa  departaaeMB  ad  in  his  folly  and  unbettsf.  ••For  a  aeomer 
if IwaMka  10  wUsh  I  hasa  aBudcd  broaght  soskoihwisdon,  sad  ihideth  H  not;  bat  know- 
■litia  iMr  ifsstigalioB,  Infidelity  lodge  is  easy  unto  him  that  hath  oaisntaading. 
issl  Mhaasd  af  ito  ignoranee  asid  I  have  dwelt,  at  considsrBbtolsBgth,  on  tlie  to- 
ri Udaito  bead  mraliiwaont  and  ptoof  Ohrwtianity,  hauanss  it  la  a  sabject  sf  pa- 
b  to  owtogi  M  n  grant  SMaMro,  to  ealiartoterastandiaiportanQatoefnffytodividual. 
I  of  tha  Seriptoraa,  that  no  anany  avow-  U,  to  qrsionH  of  education,  and  to  lha  nwaas  by 
IMdsbtoOtoba  ftotolto  aoeleiy.  '*Thay  whiehnMnkindatlargonMy bo  aaMgltteBed  and 
■kotilafAaiUMs  wbkh  they  know  not  r  iaqirovad,  the  knowledge  afrcUgian  bo  overloal^ 
"Mr  MBlhif  salsAgrsaf  awaUing  woida**af  od,  and  ito  nwral  requisitions  wagirded,  moio 

a^riHt  imkB  «Uah  Ibay  Bovar  Invasl^  ovil  than  good  way  bo  tba  lannit  of  tho  iitoimj 

•ndwWahyafeoataa,  thsydo  Mtondsp-  onlMn^ir  general  and  sdentifieloMwisdgo.    Wn 

cf  thaaawholMvoattoaiplad  have  n  proof  of  this  m  the  acansa  af  anaidiy, 

I  are  not  artnmad  to  licantioasneaa  and  horror  which   anoassdsd  tba 

raithar  rsad  or  studied  Aral  French  ravototion,  when  rovaaled  raligtoo 

Ito  BiiltoapiriiiBfiins     Faina,onaof  tbannist  waspublidy  discarded,  and  athaiain,  fafidaBCy* 


9t  GhrisCianily,  iwd  tha  o(^  and  iatalisni,  accompanied  with  logaliMd  phm- 
inaton  to  afirm,  tint,  when  lie  wroto  the  first  dorug,  became  "  the  order  of  the  day.  If 
part  or  his  **  Age  of  Reason,"  ho  was  without  a    knowledge  is  not  consecrated  to  a  nwral  purpose, 


'Afterwards,"  he  tolls  us,  in  schoolbov  and  prosecuted  with  a  reference  to  tliat  inunortol 
•'IpfoairedalK6^anda7\B«to»Mnl.  existence  to  which  we  are  destined,  the  utility 
Whoi  hot  an  arrant  (bol  wouM  have  made  such  a  of  its  general  diffusion  might  be  jundy  called  m 
and  thus  have  proclaimed  his  own  question.  But,  when  proMcutod  to  connexion 
10  and  folly  f  and  who  woukl  have  lis-  with  tlie  important  discoveries  of  revelation,  it 
with  patienee  to  such  an  impudent  ^prowal,  has  a  tendency  to  raise  man  to  the  highest  dig- 
had  it  been  made  to  relation  to  any  other  subject?  nity  of  which  his  nature  is  iosoeptible,  and  to 
Par,  to  atteaspt  to  snswer  a  boob  which  one  had  prepare  him  for  more  exalted  pursuits  and  enjoy- 
attrand,  Is  snnsiy  tho  height  of  presumption  and  ments  to  the  life  to  come. 


and  plainly  indicates,  that  the  mind 

mm  previoaaly  prejudiced  against  it,  and  deter-  ..— . 
mmai  to  oppose  ito  sentiments.    Others  have 

baksd  into  tho  BiUs,  and  skimmed  over  its  coo-  SECTION  X. 
Isotiy  wUi  ths  axpreas  purpose  of  finding  ^ults 

«l  oanlmdictions.    Emerson  the   malhemati-    MtaetOaiuotu  AiwaOag^  of  KmmtM§9  bH^ 

bavtog  imbibed  a  disrelish  for  the  Scrip-  alaUd. 


tasmy  sodnsTiwirnd  to  satbfy  his  mind  that  they 

•fin  aat-divine,  by  picking  out  a  number  of  in-        In  this  section,  I  shall  briefly  advert  to  sevo- 


whsoh  ha  conceived  to  be  con-  '  ral  advantages  which  wouM  flow  trom  a  general 

ins,  and  sot  thorn,  one  opposito  to  anoth-     diflfusion  of  knowledge,  not  directly  included  to 

-,  totwn  aoparato  rnlnmne.  and  then  was  bold     those  whksh  havoahwidy  been  stoled. 


^_  la  niivr  that  he  had  proved  the  Bibto  to        I.  Minds  tutored  in  knowledge  and  habile  of 

^1  ■  biipisf  I      Is  it  any  wonder  that  men    reflection,  wenldtotof  to  >r«  ^iteatMMfasqf 


kumca^  ehmraeter  and  §i^ofm§HL 
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ing  only  tliose  adTentitious  circimistancefl   in  Hence  the  ruling  panioo,  whidi  dbtioguUMV 

which  they  are  placed,  and  those  eziemd  tra|H  the  majority  of  mankind,  to  aspire  afler  elevated 

pingM  with  which  they  are  adorned.     Wherever  station  and  rank,  and  to  accumulate  riches,  al« 

wealth  and  splendour,  and  high-itoundinj;  lilies  though  it  should  be  at  the  expense  oC  trunpliif 

have  taken  up  their  residence,  the  roultituiie  fall  under  fool  every  social  duty,  and  every    monk 

down  and  worship  at  their  shrine.     The  natural  principle,  and  eveq  at  the  risk  of  endaageriif 

and  acquired  endowments  of  ihe  mind  are  seldom  life  ttself.     Hencv,  the  idle  and  the  vicious  are 

appreciated  and  respected,  tmless  they  are  cNhIi-  led  to  imagine,  that  if  ihey  can  but  lay  hold  ol 


ed  with  a  dazaling  exterior.    A  man  of  genius,  wealth,  whether  by  fraud,  by  deceit,  or  by  ope» 

of  virtne  and  of  piety,  is  not  distinguished  from  violenee,  they  will  be  able  to  admiaister  Dutri- 

the  commoa  herd  of  mankind,  unless  he  can  hf-  ment  to  those  desires  which,  wAimo  gratified,  wUi 

ford  to  live  in  an  elegant  nrumsioa,  lo  entertain  complete  their  happiness, 
convivial  parties,  and  to  mingle  with  the  fiudiioi>>        It  is  evident,  that  nothing  can  be  soppoMd 

able  and  polite.    The  poor  and  ignorant  peasant  more  eflfeclual  for  counteracting  such  fallacioQe 

looks  up  with  a  kind  of  veneration  to  my  lord  and  tendencies  of  the  human  mind,  than  the  cultiftt' 

my  lady,  as  if  they  were  a  species  </  superior,  ^on  of  reason,  the  expanding  of  the  inieUectmt 

beings,  though,  perhaiM,  with  the  exception  of  a  faculties,  and  the  habit  of  applying  the  priaci- 

few  trifling  accomplishments,  thny  are  scarcely  pies  of  knowledge  to  the  diversified  phemamtiM 

raised  above  the  level  of  the  vulgar  whom  they  of  human  character  and  eooduct.     The  mail 

despise,  in  respect  to  intellectu^  attainments ;  whose  mind  is  accustomed  to  inveetigalioD,  and 

and  they  are  often  far  beneath  them  in  those  mo-  to  take  an  extensive  range  through  the  regiona  or 

ral  accomplishments  which  constitute  the  true  science,  and  who  considers  his  mental  power*  M 

glory  of  man, — being  too  frequently  the  slaves  of  the  chief  characteristic  by  which  he  is  diaciD> 

many  foolish  caprices  and  unhallowed  passions,  guished  in  the  scale  of  animal  existence,  will  nn* 

To  pay  homage  to  mere  titles,  rank  or  riches,  torally  be  guided  in  his  estimates  of  human  dm* 

has  a  tendency  to  degrade  the  human  mind,  and  racter,  by  mond  and  inteBMtmal  considerattoaa. 

has  been  the  source  of  all  that  vassalage,  slavery  His  eye  will  easily  penetrate  through  the  thii 

•nd  despotism  whidi  have  prevailed  in  the  world .  Teil  oTexterior  and  adTsntitiouB  aoooapuiiflaflalii 

On  the  other  hand,  the  man  of  rank  and  fashion  and  appreciate  what  alooe  is  worthy  of  regard  ui 

looks  down  with  a  species  of  disdain,  and  con-  the  characters  of  men,  whether  they  be  surround- 

siders  as  unworthy  of  his  notice,  the  man  of  ta-  ed  by  wealth  and  splendour,  or  iiumeraed  in  po- 

Isnt,  or  the  rational  inquirer  after  tnith,  if  he  is  verty  or  obscurity.    And  with  respect  to  b«nM» 

clad  in  a  homely  dress,  and  possessed"  of  only  a  happiness,  a  ]>erson  of  this  description  will  eari^ 

fnudl  share  of  wealth ;  because,  forsooth,  he  is  enter  into  such  a  train  of  reasoning  as  the  follow* 

unqualified  to  accompany  him  to  horse-races,  ing,   and  feel  its  force : — That,  in  reaped  of 

assemblies,  masquerades,  and  other  fashionable  wealth,  what  we  cannot  reach  may  very  well  bo 

entertainments.     Many  on  individual  of  superia-  forborne ;  that  the  inequality  of  haippineaaon  tfaio 

tive  worth  and  merit  has  been  thus  overlooked  by  account  is,  for  the  most  part,  much  less  than  it 

his  superiors  in  rank,  and  even  by  ihe  great  body  seems ;  that  the  greatness  which  we  admire  at 

of  his  fellow*men,  and  has  passed  through  the  a  distance,   has  much  fewer  advantages,  and 

world  almost  unnoticed  and  unknown,  except  by  much  less  splendour,  when  we  are  suffered  lo 

a  few  minds  congenial  to  his  own.  For  the  beau*  approach  it ;  that  the  happiness  which  we  ina* 

lies  and  excellencies  of  mtnd  can  only  he  perceive  gine  to  be  found  in  high  life,  is  much  alfoyod 

ed  and  appreciated  by  those  who9e  menial  facul-  and  diminished  by  a  variety  offoolidi  paaoiona 

ties  have  been,   in  sonoe  degree,  enlightened  and  domeatic  cares  and  anxieties,  of  which  wo 

and  improved,  and  who  are  qualified  to  estimate  are  generally  ignorant ;  and  that  the  appareot'ia- 

the  value  of  a  jewel,  although  its  casket  may  be  iiflicity  of  the  lower  stations  in  society  is  fro* 

formed  of  coarse  materials,  and  besmeared  with  quently  moderated  by  various  moral  and  domeotic 

sand  and  mud.  comforts,  unknown  to  many  of  those  who  occupy 

The  multitude  form  no  less  erroneous  esti-  the  highest  ranks  of  social  life.     Thereisaceiw 

mates  in  regard  to  human  happiness.     Having  tain  portion  of  external  enjoyment  without  which 

fiilt  little  other  misery  than  that  which  arises  no  man  can  be  happy ;  and  there  is  a  certain 

from  poverty,  want,  or  excessive  labour,  they  are  portion  of    wealth   to  procure  this  ei^oyiaeot 

apt  to  imagine,  that  where  riches  abound,  and  the  which  every  rank  of  society  ought  to  posseaa,  antf 

avenues  to   every  sensitive  enjoyment  are  free  which  even  the  lowest  ranks  wooM  obtain,  wero 

and  unobstructed,  there  misery  can  scaroly  gain  the  movements  of  the  social  machine  propeiif 

aimittanco,  and  the  greatest  share  of  human  hap-  conducted.    But,  to  porsue  riches,  with  all  th* 

pinsM  must  be  found  ;  that  where  there  is  wealth  violence  of  passion,  as  the  chief  end  of  our  bMng,. 

fbero  oan  be  little  sorrow,  and  that  those  who  is  not  only  degrading  to  our  intellectual  natnno^ 

glida  along  in  splendour  and  affluence  can  scarody  and  tends  to  Mock  up  the  avenuea  to  tram^  oop 

bo  acquainted  with  the  cares  and  anxieties  which  joyment,  bat  is  fiaugbt  with  toil  and  aazioCy 

frtH  M  heavilj  upon  tho  roat  of   mankind,  and  innunMrable  htMrdi.    **  Wtalih,"  nj^  • 
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nd  writer, "  m  MChing  in  itself;  it  it  were  it  deroted  to  sucb  purpowt,  fvoukl  be  ofin- 

>iit  when  it  departa  from  u« ;  its  value  calculabitt  •  service  to  the  interests  both  of  hu- 

mly  in  thnt  whidi  it  can  purchase,  oianitjr  and  of  science. 

ve  suppose  it  put  lo  its  be«t  use  by 

KMsefli  iti  seenas  not  much  to  deserve  II.    The  acquisition   of  general  knowledge 

ir  eavj  of  a  wise  man.    it  is  certain,  would  enabU  peraom  to  prq/U  by  tknr  atimdanei 

egard  to  corporeal  enjoyment,  money  on  public  inMruetiont. 

'  open  new  avenues  to  pleasure,  nor 

e  passages  of  an^^ixh.    Disease  aiid  In  the  present  day,  lectures  on  popular  philoso- 

iB  ocMtinue  to  turture  and   enfeeble,  pby,  astronomy,  chemistry,  geology', and  political 

asperated  by  luxury,  or  promoted  by  economy  are  occasionally  delivered  in  the  princi- 

Vith  respect  to  the  mind,  it  has  rare-  pal  cities  and  towns  of  Great  Britain  ;  but,  out 

lenna^,  that  wealth  cnniributes  much  of  a  population  of  ihiriy  or  forty  ihou-xand,  it  ire- 

tbe  discemnient,  enlarge  the  capa-  quently  happens,  that  scarcely  thirty  or  forty  in- 

ivaM  the  imagination ;  but  may,  by  dividuals  can  be  collected  to  listen  to  instru<^iona 

irj,  or  laying  diligence  asleep,  confirm  oo  such  subjects.    This,  no  doubt,  is  partly  ow- 

ardea  stupidity.*'  ing  to  the  fee  demanded  for  admission,  which  is 

t  sone  of  the  views  and  principles  by  sometimes  beyond  the  reach  of  many  intelligent 

mlifhlmed  mind  will  naturally  esti-  persons  in  the  lower  walks  of  life.     But  it  is 

mractsrs  and  eniojrmenis  of  mankind,  chiefly  owing  to  tht  toonl  <ffla$U  for  such  braaeb- 

pvat  body  of  the  population  in  every  es  of  knowledg^-to  ignorance  of  the  elements  of 

ilified  to  eater  into  such  reasonings,  geoer«l  science— and  to  uaaoquaintance  with  the 

I  the  force  of  such  considerations,  it  ttrnu  which  require  lo  be  used  in  the  explanation 

ill  of  bebg  aeoorapanied  with  many  of  such  subjects,  arising  from  the  want  of  intel- 

ffKta.    It  would  temper  that  foolish  lectual  instruction  in  early  life.    Even  of  the  few 

iiich  igoorance  and  imbecility  so  fro-  who  generally  attend  such  lectures,  there  is  aoC 

ir  at  the  shrine  of  wealth  and  splen-  perhaps  the  one  half  who  can  enter  with  intdli- 

woaM  andermine  those  envious  and  gence  into  the  train  of  reasoning  and  illustration 

d  dispoeitioas  with  which  the  lower  brought  forward  by  the  lecturer,  or  feel  much  io- 

pt  to  view  the  riches  and  possessions  tere:it  in  the  discussions,  excepting  when  their 

.    As  moral  principles  and  conduct,  eyes  are  dazzled  with  sonse  flashy  experiment, 

ivith  intelligence,  are  the  only  proper  Hence  it  folbws,  that  very  little  knowledge  coa>- 

respect  in  the  human  character,   it  paratively  can  be  communicated  in  this  way  to 

persons  to  form  a  judgment  of  the  the  popuktion  at  large,  owing  to  the  deficiency  of 
of  man,  not  by  the  glitter  of  affluence,  previous  instruction, — -and  that  systems  of  Intel* 
ndour  of  equipage,  but  by  those  moral  lecttial  education,  more  extensive  and  efficient 
tual  qualities  and  endowments,  which,  than  those  which  have  hitherto  been  in  operation, 
ilion,  demands  our  re^rd,  and  which  require  lo  be  adopted,  before  the  great  body  of  the 
w  real  glory  of  the  human  character,  people  can  be  supposed  to  profit  by  attendance  on 
id  to  co4jnteract  the  principle  of  ^t^o-  courses  of  lecttn'es  on  any  department  of  know- 
has  produced  so  many  miseries  and  led^e.  * 
n  society,  and  to  promote  that  Co/i-  The  fame  remark  will  apply,  with  a  few  mo 
ider  the  allotments  of  Divine  Provi-  dificatioos,  to  the  instructions,  delivered  by  the 
■hich  consists  the  chief  part  of  the  tea  :hers  of  religion.  For  want  of  a  proper  foun- 
[if  naankind.  And  while  it  would  dation  being  previously  laid,  in  the  exercise  of 
the  tendency  to  fo«)lish  and  immoral  the  rational  faculty,  and  the  acquisition  of  gener- 

would  direct  to  those   rational  pur-  al  information,  comparatively  little  advantage  is 

ijoyments  vvhich  are  pure  and  per-  derived  from  the  sermons  and  expository  lectures 

id  congenial  lo  the  high  dignity  and  delivered  by  the  ministers  of  the  Gospel.     Of  a 

of  man.    In  short,  were  the  attention  thousand  individuals  which  may  compose  a  wor- 

r  and  influential  classes  turned  away  shijiping  assembly  where  religious   instructions 

ling  and  horse-racing,  masquerades,  are  imparted,  there  are  seldom  above  two  hnndred 

nd  such  like  frivolous  amusements,  (and  most  fi^uently  much  fewer)  that  can  give 

i  to  the  study  of  useful  science,  we  any  intelligent  account  of  the   train  of  thought 

'X  to  behold  them  patronising  philan-  which  has  been  pursued,  or  the  topics  which  have 

scientific  characters  in  their  plans  been  illustrated  in  the  discourses  to  which  they 

gationt,  and  devoting  a   portion  of  have  professed  to  listen.  This  may  be  owing,  in 

ii  to  carry  forward  those  improve-  many  instances,  to  the  dry  and  abstract  method  by 

hich  the  comforts  of  mankind  would  which  certain  preachers  cowtruct  their  discours- 

i,  aad  science  and  art  carried  nearer  es,  and  to  the  want  of  energy)  and  the  dull  and 

I.     The  twentieth  part  of  that  wealth  monotonous  manner  in  which  they  are  delivered. 

fiPB^iieaUyapeat  lafiuhiooable  follies.  But,  ia  tha  n^jority  of  toftaoota,  it  ii  obvioorij 
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owing  to  habits  of  inattention  to  subjects  of  an  in-  of  his  providence  towards  nations  and  cwnmoilf 

tellectual  nature— to  an  incapaciry  for  following  ties,  in  a  coiinecied  seiies,  frura  the  comineiiee* 

a  train  of  illustration  or  nsasoning— and  to  the  nmfit  of  time,  through  the  succrssirp  pctiods  of 

want  of  acquaintance  with  the  meaning  of  many  history'   and  of  comparing  the  desolatmos  of  ci- 

tenns  which  theological  instructors  find  it  expe-  ties  and  the  ruin  of  empires  with  the  dedara^ 

dient  to  use  in  the  construction  ofihrir  discuunc  tiomi  of  Ancient  prophpcy  ?    Where  do  we  find 

es— and  such  deficiencies  are  tabe  ascribed  to  the  one  out  of  a  hundred  capable  of  eipatialing  ov 

mental  faculties  not  having]  been  exercised  (("um  the  "  power  "  <>f  Jehovah,  and  on  the  most  strik' 

inlancy  in  the  pursuit  of  knowledge  and  in  ration-*  ing  dinplaya  of  this  perfection  whieh  are  erti* 

al  investigations,  bited  throughout  the  vast  creation  ?    Or  wberv 

This  deficiency  of  knowledge  and  intellectual  shall  we  find  those  who  are  qualified  to  display 

culture  seems  to  be  virtually  acknowledged  by  the  fhe  magnificence  of  that  empire  whieh  is  **  et- 

muistera  of  religion ;  since,  in  their  general  dis-  tabliaht^  in  the  heavens,"  embracing  within  ttt 

courses,  they  confine  themselves,  for  the  most  boundaries  thousands  of  suns  and  ten  thoosnndf 

part|  to  the  elucidation  of  the^sf  prtncvpJesof  re-  of  workls— or  "  to  speak,"  with  intelligence,  *'  of 

ligion.    Instead  of  eihibiting  a  luminous  and  the  glory  of  that  kingdom  which  ruleth  over  aB," 

comprehensive  view  of  the  whole  scenery  of  di-  and  thus  "  to  make  known  to  others  the  mi|^iiy 

▼ine  revelation,  and  illustrating  its  various  parts  operations  *''  carried  on  by  Jehovah,  **  and  iba 

from  the  history  of  nations,  the  system  of  nature,  gioriom  i/u^tafjf  df  his  kingdom?"    tt  is  obvioat 

nod  the  scenes  ofhuman  life— they  generally  con-  that  no  such  qualifications  yet  eiist  among  fbe 

fine  tbeir  diseoseions  to  n  few  topics  comw^^ted  maforiijf  of  members  which  oonposo  tbe  visible 

with  what  are  termed  the  fondamental  doctrines  church.     And  yet  the  predictions  to  whidi  «n 

of  the  Grospel.    Instead  of**  goiog  on  to  perfec-  refer  m«sfftcrro5ze<f,  at  some  period  or  nnoiheri 

tion,"  aa  the  Apostle  Paul  eihorts,  by  tracing  the  in  the  history  of  the  divine  dispensations.    And, 

dements  of  Christianity  in  all  their  bearings  on  is  it  not  desirable  that  they  shouki,  in  some  de« 

moral  conduct  Mid  Christian  contemplation,  and  gree,  be  realixed  in  our  own  limes  ?    And,  if  so, 

endenTouring  to  carry  forward  the  mind  to  the  ooght  we  not  to  exert  all  our  influence  and  eDe» 

moat  enlarged  views  of  the  perfections  of  Gfod  and  gies  in  endeavouring  to  accomplish  ao  important 

the  **  (^ory  of  his  kingdom"-^ey  feel  them-  and  desirable  an  object  ?    And,  in  what  manner 

■ehree  imder  the  necessity  of  recurring  again  and  are  our  energies  in  this  respect  to  be  eierted, 

again  to*'  the  firat  principles  of  the  doctrine  oi  but  in  concerting  and  executing,  withovt  delay, 

Ghrist" — feeding  their  hearers  **  with  milk'*  in-  plans  for  the  universal  mfetfeefaof  insiruction  of 

■tend  of'*  strong  meat/'  And  the  reason  assign-  mankind?    For,  without  the  communication  of 

ed  for  waivmg  the  consideration  of  the  more  knowledgeto-afiir  greater  extoit,  and  much  more 

sublime  topics  of  natural  and  revealed  religion,  diversified  than  what  haseven  yet  been  oonndered 

and  thus  limiting  tbe  subject  of  tnetr  discussions,  necessary  for  ordinary  Christians,  we  can  never 

is  that  their  heaters  are  unqualified  to  follow  them  expect  to  behold  in  the  visible  dturch  '*  sainta" 

io  the  arguments  and  illustrations  which  behoved  endowed  with  such  sublime  qualifications  aa  thoae 

to  be  brought  forward  on  such  subjects-^at  such  to  which  we  have  alloded,  or  the^proachof 

an  nuempt  would  be  like  speaking  to  the  winds  that  auspicfnos  era  when  **  all  shall  know  tbe 

or  beating  the  air,  and  would  infallibly  mar  their  Lord,''  in  the  highest  sense  of  the  expreeaioo^ 

edification.    If  this  reason  be  valid,  (and  that  it  **  fix>m  the  least  even  to  the  greatest." 
is  partly  so  there  can  be  little  doubt)  it  implies,        To  obtain  a  comprehensive,  and  aa  far  as  pen- 

that  some  glaring  deficiency  must  exiit  in  the  sible,  a  etmqtlefe  view  of  the  system  of  revektioD 

mental  culture  of  the  great  body  of  professing  in  all  its  parts  and  bearings,  and  to  be  enabled  to 

Christians,  and  that  it  ooght  to  be  remedied  by  comply  with  all  its  requirements,  ia  both  the  duty 

every  proper  mean,  in  order  that  they  may  bo  and  the  interest  of  every  man.     Bjut,  in  order 

qualified  to  advance  in  the  knowledge  of  the  at-  to  this  attainment,  there  must  be  acquired  n  cer* 

tributes,  the  works,  and  the  ways  of  C3od,  and  to  tain  habit  of  thinking  and  of  meditating.    Im 

*'  go  on  unto  perfection. '^  vain  does  a  person  turn  over  whole  volumen,  toad 

It  ia  ^Mretold  in  the  sacred  oracles,  that  *'  men  attempt  to  peruse  catechisms,  bodies  of  divinity, 

shall  speak  of  the  might  oTGrod's  terrible  acts,"  or  even  the  Scriptures  themselves,— he  can  never 

that  **  his  saints  shall  speak  of  the  gtory  of  Jut  comprehend  the  dependencies,  oonnexioBs  aniff 

Hngdomt  and  talk  of  hispotoer,  to  make  known  to  bearings  of  divine  truth,  and  the  facts  diey  «a- 

the  sons  of  men  his  mighty  operations  and  the  glo>  plain  and  illustrate,  unless  he  acquire  a  haUt  cf 

riotts  noajesty  of  his  kingdom."    This  prediction  arranging  ideas,  of  laying  down  prindplet,  oi 

has  never  yet  been  fulfilled  in  reference  to  the  deducing  condusions.    But  this  Iwbit  cammt  fce 

nbody  of  tbe  Christian  church.    For,  where  acquired  without  a  continued  aeries  of  instmn* 

•  find  one  oat  </  twenty  among  tbe  heiren  tions,  especially  in  the  early  part  of  life,  sciuum 

ef  the  GK)spel  capable  of  rehearsing  the  « ter-  panted  with  serious  attention  and  prafcund  nppB« 

ribte  wis"  of  God,  either  in  his  moral  or  his  cation.    For  vrant  of  such  pr^-reqnisilan  ihv 

fhjrtwluyiwiriyr  nftmBJaithtdispstiwiiMif  yem bodty cf  ChiNSiM ^mfin^AaMm$ h^ 
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B«&1  th«j  odwrwiie  might  froin  tbe  preaching  of  the  operation  of  hii  moral  government  among 
the  Qgspel ;  tad  "  wb«a  for  ihe  time  they  ought  the  nations,  doacaniing  on  hi:i  glorious  aiiribuieti 
to  be  laadMrs  of  ochera,  th«y  have  still  need  that  exhibiiinit  his  wiMiom  in  the  arrangements  of  oa- 
OM  teach  ihem  afaio,  whidi  be  the  first  princi-  tnre  aiHl  the  movements  of  his  providence,  illus* 
plesofdMoradea  oTGod.**    **  Hence  it  i*,"sa7S  trating  hiii  omnipotenoo  and  grandeur  from  the 
a  calebrai«d  preacher,  **  that  the  greatest  part  of  glorie»  of  the  firmament,  and  the  magnitude  of 
our  sermons  produce  so  little  fruit,  because  ser-  the  univ«*rse— directing  iheir  hearers  lu  the  C'Mi« 
aom  are,  at  least  thej  ought  to  be,  cmuieciofl  templation  of  ihe  works  of  his  hund  as  illiiHtn^ 
disoounas,  in  which  the  principle  founds  thecon-  tions  of  ihe  dfclaraii«fis  of  his  word— ^rm'Mi- 
lequeoce,  and  the  contcqueoce  follows  the  princi-  strating  the  truth  oC  revelation  from  its  powerful 
pie:  aJI  which  auppoaesin  the  hearers  a  habit  of  and  beneficient  eflcris — enibn-ing  the  holy  ten*' 
■idimion  and  atleation.    For  the  same  reason,  pers  and  the  duties  which  religion  requires  from 
we  an  apt  to  be  offended  when  any  body  attempts  every  raiional  and  scriptural  motive— illustrating 
to  tew  oa  oat  of  the  sphere  of  our  prejudices,  the  eflncts  of  moral  evil  from  the  history  of  na- 
iad are  noc  only  ignorant,  but  ignorant  from  gra-  tions  and  the  miseries  in  which  it  has   involved 
vity,  and  derive,  I  know  not  what  glory  from  our  individuals  and  ^ocie(ies->ex|>atialing  on  sirhemes 
own  atopidity.     Hence  it  is,  that  a  preacher  is  of  philanthropy  for  the  improvement  of  mankind, 
iddem  or  never  allowed  to  soar  in  his  sermons,  and  the  conversion  of    the  heathen,  and  dia- 
ls riio  into  the  contemplation  of  some  lofty  and  p'aying  the  love  an<i  mercy  of  God  towards  our 
lapdvoaoobjecta,  but  moot  always  descend  to  the  race,  and  the  connexions  and  bearings  of  the 
0ni  friuti^M  of  religion,  as  if  he  preached  (or  work  of  redemption,  in  its  relation  to  the  angelic 
fta  firat  time,  or  aa  if  hia  aoditors  for  the  first  tribes  and  other  beings,  and  in  ila  glorious  and 
lims  heaH.    Hence  our  praachers  seem  to  lead  happy  consequences  on  unnumbered  multitudes 
into  oboeora  paths,  and  to  lose  us  in  abstract  of  mankind,  throughout   the  ages  of  eternity. 
t,  when  they  treat  of  some  of  the  at-  In  such  a  state  of  Christian  society  we  should 
tribotaa  of  God,  such  aa  his  faithfulnem,  his  love  have  no  dull  monotonous  preachers,  skimming 
of  order,  hia  raganl  for  his  intelligent  creatures,  over  the  surface  of   an  abstract  subject,  in  a 
h  m  owaig  to  this  that  we  are,  in  aome  aeose,  twenty  minutes*  sermon,  and  leaving  their  hear- 
wsS  aofBuaied  with  aome  truths  of  religion,  era  as  dull,  and  lifeless,  and  uninformed  as  they 
«tfo  w  ramain  entirely  ignorant  of  others,  found  them ;  but  all  our  public  services  would  be  , 
Hsoea  nin  it  is,  that  aome  docirinea  which  are  conductud  with  life,  and   energy,  and  pathos, 
iraa  in  thainaelvws,  demonstrated  in  our  Scrip-  and  by  men  of  sanctified  dispositions  and  en* 
tinea,  and  eaanattal  to  religion,  become  errors,  lightened  underetandinf!s,  **  not  given  to"  idle- 


vea  aoaroos  of  many  errom  in  our  mouths,  bo-  ness  and  '*  filthy  lucre,"  but  having  their  whols 

cause  we  consider  them  only  in  thenuelves,  and  faculties  absorbed  in  i\iv  study  of  the  word,  the 

bj;  in  connexion  with  other  doctrines,  or  in  the  ways,  and  the  works  of  Qnd.     And,  in  order  to 

;)fr>per  places  to  which  they  belong  in  the  system  expand  the  minds  of  the  Christian  people,  and 

of  reKgioo."  to  prepare  them  for  listening  with  intelligence  to 

Were  we  then,  without  delay,  to  set  on  foot  such  instnictionM,  wo  should  have  Courses  of 

pUw  of  universal  instruction,  on  a  rational  prin-  Lectures  on  Natural  History,  Philosophy,  A  s- 

dpAe    were  the  young  generation  to  be  univer-  tronomy,  and  General  History,  attended  by  f^t*- 

lally  trained  up  in  rational  exercises  and  habits  fanda  of  anxious  inquirers,   instead  of  the  teru 

of  rvAeetion,  first  at  Infant   Schools,  and  after-  which  can  now  be  inducetl  to  attend  on  such 

^      voids  at  seminaries  of  a  higher  order,  conducted  means  of  ins'nietion.     For  knowledge,  when  it 

on  the  same  intellectual  principle,  and  this  sys-  is  clearly  exhibited,  and  where  a  previouii  desire 

lem  of  tuition  continued  to  the  age  of  manhood,  has  been  excited  for  its  acqui«iiion,  is  a  source 

««  rikoukl,  ere  long,  behold  a  wonderful  change  of  enjoyment  to  the  human  mind  in  every  stage 

u  dM  state  of  society,  in  the  intelligence  of  the  of  in  progress,  from  the  yeara  of  infancy  to  the 

C'vistian  people,  and  in  the  illustrations  of  re-  latest  period  of  mortal  existence, 
ixiaa  whidi  wouM  be  intnKluced  into  the  pulpit. 

We  should  behokl  thousands  of  intelligent  wor-  HI.  Such  a  diffusion  of  knowledge  as  that  to 

ihippari   crowding   our   religious     assemblies,  which  wc  have  now  adverted,  would  introduce  a 

with  orinds  prepared  for  receiving  instruction,  ^irit  of  UAeranre  ami  moderation^   and  prevent 

ind  aaforly  listening  to  arguments  and  illustra-  the  recurrence  of  thoae  per$eeution»for  anudena^ 

lioHB  in  reference  to  the  most  sublime  and  im-  sakcf  which  have  so  much  diagraeed  the  world, 
■ol^incts.    We  should  behokl  our  preach- 

ibe  first  principlea  of  religion  with  It  is  a  striking  and  most  melancholy  fiict  in 

danmess  and  energy,  that  they  should  sel-  the  history  of  man,  that  the  most  dreadful  sufiTer- 

M«d  to  recur  lo  the  subject,  **  soaring  in  ings  and  tortures  ever  felt  by  human  beings,  have 

aw  iiw,**  rising  into  "  the   contempla-  been  inflicted  on  account  of  differences  of  opin- 

bon  of  nome  lofty  and  rapturoiM    objects'* —  ion  respecting  the  dogmas  and  the  ceremonies 

dUwlMdloaAitilTaBdinpvenacyofGodiB  of  religion.    Men  have  been  oufTofed  to  remain 

i  IR 
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TiUains,  cbo&ti  and  rubberti  dacaitful,  proflifate  being  eli|pblo  as  teacher  of  a  parochial  aebool, 

and  profane,  to  invade  the  territories  of  their  un-  be  it  not  connected  with  the  established 

offending  neighbours,  to  bum  cities  and  towns,  and  in  many  other  ways  attempts  to  dci^rodel 

to  lay  waste  provinces,  and  slaughter  thousands  sands  of  individuals  on  account  of  their  thi 

ofiheir  felluw-creatures,  and  to  pass  w  ith  inipu-  and  acting  according  to  the  diclatea  of  their  i 

uity  ;  while,   in  numerous  instances,  the  most  science?    It  is  true,  indeed,  that  (ires, and i 

pious,  upright,  and  philanthropic  characters  have  and  tortures,  and  gibbets,  and  ihurobHScrews  i 

been  hurried  like  criminals  to  stakes,  gibbets,  no  longer  applied  as  punishments  for  differ 

racks,  and  flames,  merely  for  holding  an  opiruon  of  opinion  in  religion,  for  the  strong  hand  of 

different  from  their  superiors  respecting  a  doo-  civil  law  interpoMW  to  prevent  thent.    But ' 

trine  in  religion,  or  the  manner  in  which  theDi-  no  aoch  power  inierpooed,  the  principle  wl 

vine  Being  ought  to  be  worshipped.     In  the  sanctiont  aiKib  deprivations  as  thoae  now 

early  ages  of  Christianity,  under  the  emperor  tioned,  if  carried  out  to  all  its  legitimate 

Nero,  the  Christians  were  wrapped  up  in  the  quences,  might  soon  lead  to  as  dreadful 

skins  of  wild  beasts,  and  some  of  them  in  this  tions  as  those  which  have  already  entailed 

state  worried  and  devoured  by  dogs ;  others  were  disgrace  on  the  race  of  man. 
crucified,  and  others  dressed  in  shirts  made  stiff        Such  a  spirit  of  intolerance  and  perseciittaij 

with  wax,  fixed  to  axle  trees,  and  set  on  fire,  and  directly  opposed  -to  every  rational  priocipli»| 

consumed  in  the  gardens  at  Rome.    Such  dread-  every  generous  and  humane  feeling,  to  every  [ 

fill  persecutions  continued,  under  the  heathen  oept  of  Christianity,  and  to  every  diiq>ositi<iQi 

emperors,  with  a  few  intervab,  to  the  time  of  culcated  by  the  religion  oTJesus.     Jtitlktl 

Constantino,  a  period  of  more  than  two  hundred  q/  abaurdi^  to  a^cra  belief  in  any  doctri 

and  thirty  years.    It  might  not  bo  so  much  to  tenet,  by  the  application  nfpkffMietdpowtr,  S»i 

be  wooderod  at  that  pagans  shouU  persecute  the  never  can  produce  the  intended  effect ;  it 

followers  of  Christ ;  but  it  was  not  k»g  before  harden  and  render  persons  more  obotioeii, 

protended  Christians  began  to  persecute  one  their  opinions,  but  it  can  never  convoy 

another  on  account  of  certain  shades  of  differw  viction  to  the  understanding.    And  if  men 

cnco  in  their  religious  opinions.    The  persecu-  not  acted  like  fools  and  idiots,  as  welt  as  like  < 

lions  to  which  the  Waldonses  and  Albigensoo  mons,  such  a  force,  in  auch  caaoa,  would 

wereaubjededby  the  Popish  church,  and  strange  have  bemi  applied.    And,  as  sudi  an  attsaiK 

ling  and  burning  of  supposed  heretics,  and  the  is  trroCioiM/,  so  it  is  criminal  in  the  hi^ieot  Sj^ 

tortures  inflicted  on  those  suspected  of  favouring  gree,  to  aim  at  producing  conviction  by  the  i|| 

the  doctrines  of  Protestantism  by  the  Spanish  plication  of  flames,  or  by  the  point  of  the  swoiij 

inquisition — a  court  whose  history  b  written  in  being  at  direct  variance  both  with  the  ^vmM 

flames,  and  in  characters  of  blood,— exhibit  a  and  the  practice  of  the  Benevolent  Founder  dl 

series  of  diabolical  cruelties,  the  recital  of  which  our  holy  religion. 
is  enough  to  make  "  the  ears  of  every  one  to         We  have,  therefore,  the  stmngwrt  reason  ■ 


tingle,*'  and  to  make  him  feel  as  if  he  were  do-  cmclude,  that  were  the  light  of  science 

graded  in  belonging  to  a  race  of  intelligences  ca-  Christianity  universally  diffused,  the  hydra  <^ 

pable  of  perpetrating  such  dreadful  enormities.  persecution  would  never  dare,  in  any  ahiqie,  M 

Even  in  the  Briti^  isles  euch  persecutions  have  lift  up  its  heads  again  in  the  worM.     As  it  wif 

raged,  and  such  cruelties  have  been  perpetrated,  during  the  dark  ages  that  it  raged  in  its  ms 

and  that,  too,  in  the  name  of  the  benevolent  reli-  horrific  forms,  so  the  light  of  intelligence  weak 

gion  of  JeflUit  Christ.    In  our  times,  the  more  force  it  back  to  the  infernal  regions  whence  i 

appalling  and  horrific  ibrms  which  persecution  arose,  aa  the  wild  beasts  of  the  foreate  betalP 

formerly  assumed,  have  been  set  aside  by  the  themselves  lo  their  dens  and  thickets  at  the  ap 

civil  laws  of  the  country,  but  iu  tpirii  $tiU  re-  preach  of  the  rising  sun.     Wherever  reaaoi 

matiis,  and  manifests  itself  in  a  variety  of  dif-  holds  its  v<^endancy  in  the  mind,  and  the  beotf 

ferent  shapes.    What  other  name  can  be  given  volence  of  Christianity  is  the  great  principU  € 

to  a  power  which  prevents  a  numerous  and  re-  human  action,  persecution  wUl  never  be  reeorlal 

spoetahle  body  of  men  from  holding  certain  civil  to,  either  for  extirpating  error  or  enforcing  belli 

offices  and  emolumente,  because  they  do  not  be-  in  any  opinions.    An  enlightened  ■aiod  will  ■ 

Imig  to  an  established  church,  and  yet  eompeU  once  perceive,  that  in  punidiing  erroneooa  epi^ 

them  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance  of  the  ions  by  fines,  imprisonment,  racks,  and  flaiii^ 

ministers  of  that  church,  although  they  do  not  ttsre  is  no/feness  between  thejwwiifcmtirf  and'^' 

recognise  them  as  their  religious  instructors  ?  auppoaed  orime.    The  crime  is  a  oental  ef 

that  denies  to  a  dissenter,  or  his  children,  the  but  panal  laws  have  no  internal  epeaikaqi 

privilege  of  being  interred  in  what  is  called  con-  mind,  except  to  oxasperato  its  fedings 

•aerated  ground,  and  refuses  to  aUow  a  bell  to  be  tbe  power  that  enforces  them,  and  to 

tolled  at  their  fuoorali  ?— that,  in  Scotland,  pre-  more  strongly  in  the  opinions  it -has 

ftnis  a  persen,  however  distijifaisbed  for  ounl  Errors  of  judgment,  whether  reUgioui  or  |nM 
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toaiof ,  wad  all  the  etvil  ami  eodMiatti-  which  all  ChriitUiiiagrae  are  tooch  mora  rnmie- 

ta  OB  earth,  with  all  their  edicts,  and  rout,  and  of  ikr  greater  importance,  than  thoae 

I  tortoraa,  will  never  be  able  to  eitir-  about  which  they  differ « — that  there  are  rabjectf 

I  in  an?  other  way.    For  thenore  that  on  which  the  limited  fiicultiei  of  human  beings 

eaorted  to  to  eonpel  belief  in  any  tya-  are  unable  to  ferm  any  clear  or  deciiiTO  opin- 

linkaa,  the  more  will  the  mind  rwrolt  at  iora, — that  the  mind  must  form  its  opinions, — in 

annnipt,  and  the  more  wiU  it  be  con-  accordance  with  the  limited  or  the  expansive 

lat  mkIi  a  ayalam  is  wortUees  and  ui^  range  of  its  intellectual  vision, — that  where  its 

lines  it  requirss  such  inationsl  meas-  mental  view  is  narrow  and  oonfined,it8  conclusions 

lu  sopport.    It  can  only  tend  to  pro-  must  be  somewhat  different  from  thoee  which  are 

tmnlation,  and  to  increase  the  nmnber  of  deduced  Inr  a  mind  qualified  to  odie  in  a  more 

m  and  dbeeivm.  An  edi^lened  mind  extensive  field  of  vision^— that  the  philosopher 

)  peweeive,  that  such  condnci  it  no  less  whose  mind  takes  in  at  a  grasp  the  general  system 

•  Ihan  it  as  irrational ;  fbr,  where  per-  of  the  world,  and  the  diversified  phenomena  of  the 

hsfkB  nUgion  ends.     Religion  pro-  universe,  must  have  ideas  and  modes  of  thUik- 

panesoB  eardi  and  good  win  tomen;"  ing  materially  dijflbrent  from  those  of  the  peasant, 

ucuinea,  laws,  and  ordinances  are  in-  whose  views  are  limited  chiefly  to  the  confines  of 

»  prosnta  Ae  happiness  of  mankind,  his  parish,  and  the  objects  immediately  around 

dw  life  that  now  is  snd  that  which  is  to  him, — that  there  are  are  few  men  wi^uH^  emn 

Bat  aeiions  which  tend  to  u^utt  men  neous,  and  dmt  ignorance  and  vice  are  the  prin- 

mnons,  Kber^,  or  fnoperty«  under  the  cipal  causes  of  aJae  and  untenable  opinions^— 

of  eottvarting  them  from  error,  must  be  that  due  aOowance  ought  always  to  be  made  Ibr 

<spiipiant  to  the  spirit  of  that  religion  educational  biaases,  k)cal  prejudices,  social  in- 

**  pore,  and  peaceable,  nentle,  and  easy  fluence,  and  the  range  of  thought  to  which  indi- 

tranaed,*  and  to  the  character  of  that  viduals  have  been  accustomed, — that  the  exar- 

int  Being  whose  "  tender  mercies  are  cise  of  love  towards  Ghxi  and  man  is  of  infinitely 

ia  vsorha.'*  If  our  religion  nqUutd  (or  its  greater  importance  than  mere  coincidence  in 

■sot  ia  the  wnrid,  the  inaction  of  dvil  opinion,  and  that  a  complete  tmanimity  of  opin- 

i  panaMea  on  those  trtio  oppoee  it,  it  idn  on  every  subject  is  nok  to  be  expected  in  dm 

I  onwQitliy  of  being  supported  by  any  present  state,  perhaps  not  even  in  the  future 

mnf ;  and  it  is  a  sure  evklenoe  that  it  world.    Were  such  censklerationB  taken  into 

^feniinereligionof  the  Bible,  but  error  account,  (and  they  vrodd  be  all  recognised  in  an 

in  inventians,  under  the  mask  of  Chris-  enlightened  state  of  society,)  those  eontentioBa 

hat  are  faitended  to  he  established,  when  and  animosities  which  now  rankle  in  the  Chria- 

ju  are  emfrfoyed  for  its  propagation  and  tian  church,  and  separate  the  different  sectaries, 

It   require  very  little  reflection  to  would  be  laid  to  rest,  persecution  in  every  shape 

,  that  religion  does  not  consist  in  mere  would  be  held  in  universal  abhorrence,  and  peace, 

or  ceremonial  observances,  but  in  the  moderation,  and  candour  would  distinguish  the 

n  and  excercise  of  those  heavenly  vir-  friends  of  religion  and  all  classes  (^society, 
dispositions  which  tend  to  cement  the 

'  mankind  in  brotherly  affection,  and  to        IV.— A    universal    diffmion   of  knowledge 

hem  for  the  intercourses  and  employ-  would  vanquiih  the  ant^Mthiei  of  nafiofu,  and 

the  celestial  world ;  and  if  these  are  tend  to  produce  umon  and  harmony  among  man^ 

or    disregarded,  religion  becomes   a  Mnd. 
inity,  and  it   is  of  little  consequence 

nions  men  profisss  to  entertain  respect-         "  God  hath  msde  of  one  blood  all  nations  of 

men,  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth." 

rt,  in  an  enlightened  state  of  society.  But  slthough  they  are  all  the  offspring  of  one 

Id  be  disposed  to  allow  the  utmost  free-  Almighty  Being,  snd  descended  from  one  origi- 

longht  on  every  subject,  not  inconsistent  nal  human  pair,  they  have  hitherto  lived,  for  the 

gotxl  order  of  society,  and  would  never-  most  part,  in  a  state  of  strife  and  variance,  cl 

old  the  most  friendly  intercourse  with  contention  and  warfiire.    The  histor>'  of  the 

er.     They  would  clearly  discern,  that  world  contains  little  else  than  details  of  the  dis- 

way  to  reclaim  the  vicious,  and  to  con-  sensions  of  tuitions,  the  feuds  of  chieftains, "  the 

Tfoneous,  is,  not  to  rail  and  to  threaten,  tumults  of  the  people,"  the  revolutions  of  em- 

affiU>le  and  gentle,  to  bring  forward  co-  pires,  and  the  scenes  of  devastation  and  carnage 

sments,  and  "  in  meekness  to  instruct  which  have  followed  in  their  train.     If  we  go  aa 

>oppose  themselves  to  the  truth."    They  far  back  in  our  researchea  as  the  earliest  histori- 

•e,  that  many  of  those  opinions  and  dog-  cal  records  can  carry  us,  we  shall  find  that  wars 

cfjard  to  religion,  which  have  creatmi  have  prevailed,  almost  without  intermission,  ia 

nings  and  dissensions,  are  comparative-  every  age,  in  every  country,  and  among  every 

ial  iBpoftancei— that  the  doctrines  in  tribe.    No  sooner  baa  one  seriea  of  baltlca  ter- 


140  ON  THE  GENERAL  DIFFUSION  OF  KNOWLEDGE. 

mtnated  than  preparation!  have  been  made  for  the  other  hurled  with  fury  into  the  infernal  re* 

another;  and,  in  such  contest! ,  magnificent  ci>  gions.'*' 

ties  have  been  tumbled  into  ruins,  provinces  de-  Is  there  no  prospect,  then,  that  such  antipa> 

Bitted,  kingdoms  rent  asunder,  and  thousands  of  thies  shall  ever  be  extirpated,  and  harmony  r^ 

thousands  of  human  beings  slaughtered  with  all  stored  to  the  distracted  nations?  Shall  the  eartk 

the  furociiy  of  infernal  demons.    It  is  not  beyond  be  for  ever  swept  with  the  besom  of  destruction f 

the  bounds  of  probability  to  suppose,  that,  in  Shall  war  continue  its  ravages  without  intermix 

those  scenes  of  warfare,  the  eighth  part  of  the  hu-  sion  ?  Shall  haired  still  rankle  among  all  natioai, 

man  raco,  in  every  age,  has  been  destroyed,  or,  a  and  Peace  never  wave  its  olive  branch  over  iIm 

number  of  mankind  amounting  to  nearly  twenty  world  ?  Are  we  to  sit  do-vn  in  hopeless  despair, 

thotuand  mUUorUf  which  is  equal  to  twenty-five  that  a  union  among  the  nations  will  ever  be  cf 

tiroes  the  number  of  inhabitants  presently  exist-  fected,  because  wars  have  continued  since  tba 

ing  in  the  world.     And  the  leaders  in  such  dia-  beginning  of  the  world?  No,— we  have  no  ret* 

boliod  exploits,  so  far  from  repenting  of  their  at-  son  to  despair  of  ultimate  success,  when  the  iiw> 

troci ties,  have  generally  been  dispoMd  to  glory  in  ral  machinery,  calculated  to  effectuate  the  ob* 

their  crimes.  ject,  shall  be  set  in  motion.    As  ignorance  is  ibi 

Hence  the  jealousies,  the  antipathies,  and  the  parent  of  vice,  the  nurse  of  pride,  avarice,  an* 

hatred   which   have  subsisted,  and  which  still  bitioo,  and   other  unhallowed   paasions,   froi 

subsist,  between    neighbouring  nations.     The  which  wars  derive  their  origin,  so,  when  As 

Toriis  hate  the  Greeks,  and,  as  &r  as  in  their  strongholds  of  ignorance  shall  be  demolisbed, 

power,  inflict  upon  them  evary  species  of  cruelty  and  the  light  of  intelligence  shall  shed  its  iofb* 

and  iigustice.    The  Chinese  hate  the  Europe-  ence  over  the  worU,  and  the  opposite  prindplsi 

ana,  dieat  them  if  they  can,  and  pridp  them*  of  humility,  moderation,  and  benerolenoe  sbal 

■elves  in  their  fimcied  superiority  over  all  other  pervade  the  minds  of  men,  the  foundations  of  At 

naticms.    The  Moors  of  Afirica  hate  the  negroes,  system  of  warfare  will  be  rfmken,and  a  basil 

plunder  their  villages,  and  reduce  them  to  slave-  laid  for  the  establishment  of  imiversal  peacti 

ry ;  the  King  of  Dahomey  wages  almost  conti-  However  long  the  ravages  of  war  have  desolated 

Mai  war  with  llMnei^boaring  tribes,  and  adorns  and  convulsed  the  worUl,  it  is  announced  b  Ihl 

tbe  walls  of  his  palace  with  the  skulls  of  prison-  decree  of  heav«i,that  a  period  shall  arrive  <*  wImi 

•ra  taken  in  battle.     The  Algerines  and  the  em-  wan  thaU  cease  unto  the  emit  ^fAe  eortA."  And 

perort  of  Morocco  live  in  a  state  of  continual  the  era  when  warriors  "  shall  beat  their  swordi 

warfare  with  Christian  nations,  seize  upon  their  into  ploughshares  and  their  spean  into  pniniaf 

riupa,  and  redoce  their  crews  to  slavery.    The  hooks,  and  learn  the  art  of  war  no  more,^  is  eoe- 

Mmtueaboe»f  who  inhabit  the  inland  part  of  Ma*  val  with  the  period  foretold  in  ancient  propbscTi 

laoca,  live  at  variance  widi  all  around  them,  and  when  '*  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord  shall  cover  ttt 

nevor  &il  to  set  fire  to  the  ripening  grain  in  every  earth,  and  when  all  rfiall  know  him  from  tht 

Md  that  is  in^irotected  and  uninclooed.     The  least  to  the  greatest.*' 

Arabians  are  set  against  every  other  nation,  and  Knowledge  has  a  tendency  to  unite  the  faeaifl 
roam  through  their  deserts,  attacking  caravans  of  all  who  are  engaged  in  its  pursuit ;  it  foma  i 
and  travellers  of  every  description.  The  inha-  bond  of  union  among  its  votaries  more  firm  aal 
bttMits  of  one  part  of  New  Zealand  are  almost  permanent  than  that  whidt  unites  princes  aal 
m  a  oontinual  state  of  enmity  against  those  of  statesmen ;  especially  if  it  is  conjoined  with 
another,  and  the  natives  of  almost  every  island  Christian  principles  and  rirtuous  dispositkaoL 
in  the  Indian  and  Pacific  oceans,  if  not  engaged  Congeniality  of  sentiments,  and  similarity  ef 
in  actual  contests,  are  in  a  state  of  warlike  atti-  pursuits,  gradually  weaken  the  force  of  ndgtf 
tude  with  regard  to  each  other.  Even  nations  prejudices,  and  tend  tc  demolish  those  barriscl 
advanced  to  high  degrees  of  civilization,  are  which  the  jealousies  of  nations  have  throwt 
fimnd  indulging  the  meanest  and  most  unreason-  around  each  other.  True  philosophers,  whetbsr 
able  jealousies  and  antipathies  in  relation  to  one  English,  Swedish,  Russian,  Swiss,  German,  of 
another.  The  French  and  the  English,  whom  Italian,  maintain  an  intimate  and  affectioaalt 
nature  has  separated  only  by  a  narrow  channel  correspondence  with  each  other  on  every  aufajaOl 
of  the  sea,  and  who  are  distinguished  above  all  of  literature  and  science,  notwirhstanding  tht 
other  nations  for  their  discoveries  and  improve- 
ments in  the  arts,  have,  for  centuries,  fostered  a  *  P«»rinB  the  wars  allnde««  to,  a  cenUeman.  CM» 

.  .,    e'    I -J    ---1  u'        u:.a.  k.. .....wj..  rcrslng  with  the  aathor  on  the  subject,)  who  >Ml 

spirit  of  jealousy  and  rivalship  which  has  produ-  tiering  the  most  virulent  invectives  agalnattH 

eed  political  animoaiUes,  hatred,  wars,  and  ruin  French,  concluded  by  saying;,  "After  aU  I  wtthtt 

to  the  financial  and  commercial  interests  of  both  £f«t  ,^ j^^JJe  J^en^S-J.^^  Ji^JflSSl^SSi 

-.    .      ..                  L-.         ^  J  J  .L  etf/e^lBiirftfrf  in  *<tttwn,'' plainly  Intimattafc  that « 

nations.     Dunng  the  wars  which  succeeded  tbe  considered  them  unworthy  to  Uve  upon  the  euth 

French  revolution,  this  spirit  of  hatred  and  en-  and  that  the  sooner  they  were  cut  off  ttxnu  U  aM 

«.:•. ♦«  .n.ai  >  nttok  ii.«»  •  Umm  n<«^Lrui  «f  wnl  lo  the  other  world,  so  much  the  better,  w 

mify  rose  to  each  a  pitch,  that  a  Urge  portioa  of  j^g,^  f^^^  ^^^^^  ^  ^^  ll^^^,,  j^  ^^  „^,j^  ^^^ 

etflh  natioa  woaU  have,  with  pleaaure,  bahahl  ras  or  the  abodes  of  Elysium. 
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iip«ibi««  ofdMir  re^wetive  natkMM.    During  ment  of  the  Mune  Omnipoteiit  Beiii|,  who  "  bath 

•  Ule  loof-coiitioued  v»d  daaoiietive  war&ra  mMle  of  one  blood  all  nationa  of  men  to  dwell  on 
iwMo  Um  Franeh  and  Enfliih,  which  waa  the  (kce  (rf*  all  the  earth,  who  hath  determined 
iriad  OB  wiih  iMptccedented  boatilitj  and  ran-  the  boundariea  of  their  habitationa/'  whocarriea 
Mr,  Uw  BatmiiaU,  matheaaticianai  aatrono-  them  yearly  around  the  centre  of  light  and  heat, 
«Ti,aBdchnaialscr  the  two  countriea,  held  the  and  who  "gives  them  rain  from  heaven  and 
mH  friMHUj  Gorraapoodcnco  in  relatioa  to  the  fruitful  aeasona,  filling  their  heana  with  food  and 
rifaeta  roonrclad  widi  their  respective  depart-  gladness."  How  Tarious,  then,  the  tics,  how 
■Bbi  m  BO  br  aa  tly  jaakwaiea  of  their  politi-  aacred  and  indissoluble  the  bonds,  which  should 
d  ndara  woaid  permit.  In  theoamnsunication  unite  men  of  all  nationa !  Every  man,  whether  he 
f  the  Franch  wad  Engliah  philoaophera  reapect*  be  a  Jew  or  a  Graek,  a  Barbarian  or  a  Scythian, 
■I  tha  pnipMa  of  Maaniifie  diaoorery,  w»  find  a  Turk  or  a  Frenchman,  a  German  or  a  Swede,  a 
m  kMsa  «r  ■HinnaKty,  and  shoidd  acareely  be  Hottentot  or  an  Indian,  an  Englishman  or  a  Chi- 
Ui  la  leara  fivaineh  eooaaiyiicationa  that  their  neoe,  is  to  be  considered  as  our  kinsman  and  our 
■ffcliva  mtiiam  vara  engaged  in  wariare,  un-  brother,  and,  as  such,  ought  to  be  embraced  with 
m  wfasD  ibsy  laflaaat  the  obatryctiona  which  benevolence  and  affection.  In  whatever  region 
<wwplad  thair  regular  eorreapoodenoe,  and  ef  the  globe  ho  resides,  whatever  customs  or 
i«r  injuiiw  aflada  on  the  intereata  of  acience.  nannera  he  adopts,  and  to  whatever  religious 
lb  B  wall  kBoim  Act,  that,  during  the  late  war,  system  he  adheres,  ho  is  a  member  of  the  same 
km  polilicaJ  awwnailiea  ran  ao  high,  the  Na-  family  to  which  we  all  belong.  And  shall  we  feel 
■il  Iniliflii  of  Franca  annoanoed  priaes  for  indifferent  to  our  brethren,  shall  we  indulge  re- 
a  Awsaifla af  aeiaBlifie<|uaations, andinvited  aentnient  and  hostility  towarda  them,  because 
a  laniaad  in  mhar  natinna,  not  even  eaeepting  they  are  aeparated  from  us  by  a  river,  by  a  chan 
a  EagjUi,  lo  amiage  in  the  eompetitioB;  and  nel,  by  an  arm  of  the  sea,  by  a  range  of  moun- 

■  af  our  coQitr  J  naiin,  Sir  Hunphrey  Davy,  ae»  tains,  or  by  an  arbitrary  line  drawn  by  the  jea- 
iDf  bbminad od» of  tha  aaoat valuable  aiiddia-  lousy  of  despots,  or  because  their  government 
paahad  of  chaw  hoaoraiy  awaida.  and  policy  are  diiiercnt  from  ouraf  Ought  we 
whaa  kaoarladga  ia  conioinad  with  a  raeogni*  not,  on  the  contrary,  to  take  a  cordial  intereatin 

■  of  iho  Ghrialin  praeapt,  "TIkm  ahalt  kire  every  thing  that  ooneema  them — to  rejoice  in 
f  aa^ilttoarae  fbjmitt/'  its  poaaeaaor  will  aaai-  their  prosperity,  lo  feel  compassion  on  account 
bo  aMdo  lo  aalar  iaito  auch  oonsidantiona  aa  of  the  ravages,  desolaticm,  and  misery  whidi  er- 
I  ftBowinf,  and  to  firai  their  fiirce  }-i-That  al  tor  andfblly,  vice  and  tyranny  may  have  produeed 
■i  to  wholover  natioB  or  tribe  they  behmg,  are  among  them ;  and  to  aDeviate,  to  the  uimoat  of 

>  cUdren  ef  one  Ahni^ty  Parent,  emfewed  our  power,  the  ronfertunes  and  oppreasioM  mder 
lb  tiae  aame  corporal  organa,  the  same  intellec-  which  they  groan  ?  Reason,  as  well  as  Chria- 
d  power*,  and  the  same  lineaments  of  the  Di-  tianity,  spurns  at  that  narrow-minded  patriotism 

•  laBage— that  they  are  subject  to  the  samo  which  confines  its  regards  to  a  particular  ooun- 
iasal  and  inieflectual  wants,  exposed  10  the  same  try,  and  would  promote  itfl  interests  by  any 
aiaaie  and  calamities,  and  sosceptiUo  of  the  means,  although  it  should  prove  injurious  to  every 
■a  pJeaaurea  and  eajoymenta— that  they  have  other  nation.  Whatever  tends  to  the  general  good 

>  aaaaa  c^MMities  for  attaining  to  higher  de-  of  the  whole  human  family,  will  ultimately  be 
BO  of  knowledge  and  felicity,  and  enjoy  the  found  conducive  to  the  prosperity  and  happiness 
M  hopes  Bad  proapecta  of  a  blessed  immortal-  of  every  particular  nation  and  tribe  ;  while,  OQ 

ihot  Qod  distributes  among  them  all,  tliou-  the  other  hand,  a  selfish  and  ungenerous  conduct 

4a  of  benefita,  embellishing  their  habitationa  towards  other  communities,  and  an  attempt  to  in- 

li  iho  sanae  rural  beauties,  causing  the  aame  jure  or  degrade  them,  will  seldom  &il  to  deprive  ud 

loesilighteo  them,  the  same  vital  air  to  make  of  the  benefits  we  wished  to  secure,  and  to  expose 

ploy,  and  the  aame  rains  and  dews  to  us  to  the  evib  we  intended  to  avert.  Such  appear 

their  ground,  and  ripen  their  fields  to  in  fact  to  be  the  principles  of  God's  moral  govem- 

they  are  all  capable  of  performing  ment  among  the  nations,  and  such  the  sanctions  by 

It  BchievomeBta,  heroic  exploita,  vast  enter-  which  the  laws  of  natural  justice  are  enforced. 

lea;  of  dioplajring  illuetrioua  virtues,  and  of  Were  such  sentiments  universally  recogniaed 

hiog  iaaportant  diocoveriea  and  improvements  and  appreciated,  the  antipathies  of  nations  would 

htt  Aey  ore  bH  connected  together  by  nu-  speedily  be  vanquished,  and  union  and  harmony 

nBM  Cieo  nod   relatioBs,  preparing  for  each  prevail  among  all  the  kindreds  of  the  earth.   And 

m  iho  boMBtiee  of  Nature  and  the  productiona  what  a  multitude  of  advantages  would  ensno^ 

■^  wmd  cosiveying  them  by  see  and  land  from  what  a  variety  of  interesting  scenes  would  bo 

0  mmtlrj  to  another ;  one  natkm  fiimishing  presented    what  an  hnmense  number  of  delight- 


^maHhm  woptgf.  aaother  wine,  another  ailk,     ful  associations  would  be  produced,  were  such  a 
lAar  ooMoB,  aad  Boolber  distrflboting  its  m*-     union  effected  among  mankind !     Were  men 


is  both  baaMspherea  of  the  globe— in     over  all  the  ^obe  living  in  peace  and  harmony, 
bi,  flflhoy  HBBli  tmdm  tho  noral  |ovani>    ovary  sen  wodd  be  navigatadi  every  region  «• 
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plored,  its  scenery  described,  its  productions  improYements.    "  We  sliould  behold  the  tawaj 

collected,  its  botanical  peculiarities  ascertained,  Indians  of  Southern  Asia   forcing  their  way 

and  its  geol(^ical  structure  inyestigated.     The  up  its  mighty  rivers  in  their  leathern  canoeti  te 

geography  of  the  globe  would  be  brought  to  per-  the  extremities  of  the  north,  and  displaying  on 

fection  ;  its  beauties,  haminnies,  and  sublimiiies  the  frozen  shores  of  the  icy  sea,  the  riches  of  the 

displayed,  and   the  useful  productions  of  every  Ganges ;  the  Laplander  covered  with  warm  lor 

clime  transported  to  every  country,  and  culii-  arriving  in  southern  markets,  in  his  sledge  dram 

vated  in  every  land.    Science  would,  of  course,  by  reinndeer,  and  exposing  for  sale  the  sable  skins 

be  improved,  and  its  boundaries  enlarged ;  new  and  furs  of  Siberia ;  and  the  copper-eoloiirsd 

physical  facts  would  be  discovered  for  confirming  American  Indian  traversing  the  Antilles,  and 

and  illustrating  its  principles,  and  a  broad  foun-  conveying  Irom  isle  to  isle  his  goU  and  raseraUa.' 

dation  laid  for  carrying  it  to  perfection.    While,  We  diould  occasionally  behold  numeroos  earip 

at  present,  every  traveller  in  quest  of  scientific  vans  of  Arabians,  mounted  on  their  dronedariss 

knowledge  in  foreign  lands,  is  limited  in  his  ex-  and  camels,  and  tribes  of  Tartars,  BedoatnSyUd 

cursions,  and  even  exposed  to  imminent  danger,  Moors  visiting  the  civilized  countries  of  Eorapei 

by  the  rancour  of  savage  tribes  and  the  jealousy  laden  with  the  rarities  and  riches  of  their  ran- 

of  despotic  goverilmente— in  -such  a  state  of  pective  countries,  admiring  the  splendour  oToor 

things,  every  facility  would  be   given  to  his  cities  and  public  edifices,  learning  our  arts  and 

researches^  and  all  the  documents  of  history,  and  manufactures,  acquiring  a   knowledge  of  o«r 

the  treasures  of  nature  and  art,  laid  open  to  his  literature  and  sciences,  purchasing  our  rin^|M« 

inspection.    He  would  be  conducted,  as  a  friend  dities,  procuring  specimens  of  our  philoaopbial 

and  brother,  through  every  city  and  rural  scene ;  instruments,  steam-engines,    and    mecfaameal 

the  processes  of  arts  and   manu&ctures,  the  powers— inviting  agriculturists,  artists,  merhaa* 

curiosities  of  nature,  and  the  archives  of  litera-  ics,  teadiers,  ministers  of  religion,  mathfimi^ 

ture  and  science,  would  be  laid  open  to  his  view ;  cians  and  philosophers,  to  settle  among  them,  lor 

and  he  would  return  to  his  native  land  loaded  the  purpose  ofimproving  their  system  of  hosbiiBd^ 

with  whatever  is  curious  and  useful  in  nature  ry,  rearing  cities,  towns  and  villages,  dissfininU 

and  art,  and  enriched  with  new  accessions  to  ingusefiilknowleidge,  and  introducing  the  arts  and 

his  treasures  of  knowledge.    The  knowledge  enji^ments  of  civilized  society— «t  the  urns 

and  arts  of  one  country  woukl  thus  be  quiddy  time  inviting  them  to  contract  marriages  widi 

transported  to  another;  agricultural,  manu&ctur-  their  sisters  and  daughters,  and  thus,  bj 

ing  and    mechanical    improvements  would  be  alliances,  to  reunite  the  brandim  of  t/m 

gradually  introduced  into  every  region ;  barren  famify,  which,  though  descended  from 

wastes  would  be  cultivated,  forests  cut  down,  mon  parent,  have  been  so  long 

marshes  drained,  cities  founded,  temples,  schools  which  disunion,  national  prejudices  and 

and  academies  erected,  modes  of  rapid  commu-  thies,  as  well  as  climate  and  ooo^lexum,  hava 

nication  between  distant  countries  established,  t^ided  to  perpetuate.    And,  while  we  were  ikm 

mutual  interchanges  of  affection  promoted,  and  instrumental  in  imparting  knowledge  and  im' 

**  the  once  barren  deserts  made  to  rejoice  and  provements  to  other  nations,  we  oursdvea  ahooH 

blossom  as  the  rose.**  reap  innumerable  advantages.    Our  IrayeBan 

We  should  then  behold   the  inhabitants  of  and  narigators,  into  whatever  regions  they  an|^ 

distant  countries  arriving  on  our  shores— not  wish  to  p^ietrate,  would  fed  secure  from  efn| 

with  tomahawks,  clubs,  spears,  muskets,  and  hostile  attack,  and  would  recognise  in  every  cm 

other  hostile  weapons,  but  with  the  symbob  of  they  met  a  friend  and  a  brodier,  ready  to  reHtfl 

peace  and  the  productions  of  their  respective  their  necessities,  to  contribute  to  dieir  confaHi, 

dimes.    We  should  behold  the  Malayans,  the  and  to  direct  them  in  their  mercantile  anraiifti 

Chinese,  the  Cambodians,  the   Burmese,  the  menis  and  scientific  researches.    Our  merchull 

Persians  and  the  Japanese,  unfurling  their  ban-  and  manufacturers  would  find  nimieroiia  enp^ 

ners  on  our  coasts  and  rivers,  unloading  their  riums  for  their  goods,  and  new  openingi  fifl 

cargoes  of  tea,  coffee,  silks,  nankeens,    em-  commercial  enterprise^  and  woidd  import  tnm 

broideries,  carpets,  pearls,  diamonds,  and  gold  jother  countries  new  conveniencen  and  comfcrtl 

and  silver  ornaments  and  utensils — traversing  for  the  use  of  their  countrymen  at  home, 

our  streets  and  squares  in  the  costume  of  their  From  such  friendly  interooorses  wa 

respective  countries,  gazing  at  our  shops  and  learn,  more  particularly  than  vre  hava  yaC 

edifices,  wondering  at  our  manners  and  customs,  the  Atsfory  of  other  nations,  and  the  peeiliH 

mingling  in  our  assemblies,  holding  intercourse  circumstances  in  which  they  have  existed,  fm 

with  our  artists  and  philosophers,  attending  our  ticularly  of  those  tribes  which  have  been  eauA 

scientific  lectures  and  experiments,  acquiring  a  dered  as  moving  beyond  the  imnge  of  eivfflW 

knowledge  ofonr  arts  and.  sciences,  and  return-  society.    All  that  we  at  present  know  of  Al 

ing  to  their  native  climes  to  report  to  their  ooun-  history  of  many  foreign  nstions,  consii<i  of  I 

tijmsn  the  inlbrmalioo  they  had  received,  and  lew  insulated  dietches  and  aaeodotas,  piflhd 

to  iiitraduoo  amoog  thsm  otir  disooTsriof  and  ty  ttnudombytntTsUoPiwhop— sdoriy  aiw 
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reeks  in  the  countries  they  describe,  iii»  crowds  of  needy  adventurers,  fired  with  the 

btrhc'id  with  suu^picion,  and  were  iin-  cursed  love  of  gold,  to  plunder  and  to  kill,  like  the 

acquaialed  with  the  languages  of  the  S|>anianl8  in  thuir  conquest  of  Mexico  and  Peni, 

:3.     But,  from  a  familiar  and  cuiifidcn-  — wo  must  send  fortli  armies  of  enlighlencd  bt- 

course,  wo  shonld  bticome  acqiiainitrd  nofactors,  to  traverse  the  benighted  nations,  to 

Hrbole  series  of  their  history,  so  far  n<)  carry  the    knowledge  of  divine  truth  within  tho 

ra,  which  uii»lii  not   only  be  curious  region  of  Pagan  d.irkness,  to  impart  to  them  liiu 

tsiiiij;  in  itseif,  but  miglit  throw  a  li^ht  blessings  of  insiructiun,  and   the  comforts  and 

ecorda  of  o:hcr  nations,  on  the  facts  uf  couvtniencus  of  civilized  life.  Instead  of  landing 

sTory,  and  vn  the  fjeneral  history  of  the  on  (heir  sfh/rex  R-Aori|^  and  spears  and  musketry. 

We  might  thus  know  something  of  the  — iii(Hi<.'hHhares,  pruoing  hooks,  and  every  other 

inccs  whicl)  attended  the  early  disper-  agricultural  iru;)lvmi. nt,  must  be  plentifully  sup- 

uikind, — the  motives  which  determined  f>iied  to  all  the  iniiabitants.     Intitead  of  carrying 

>  to  chtiose  its  separate  habitation  in  an  into  slavery  their  chiklren  and  relatives,  and  im- 

region,  and  which    induced   litem  to  bittering  their  lives  with  cruel  treatment,  like  the 

oo<vn  arms  of  the  sea,  to  traverse  moun-  Spaniards  and  the  Poitugueso,  in  reference  to  the 

ch  presented  no  path,  and  rivers  which  African  negroes,  wo  must,  proclaim  "  liberty  to 

et  received  a  name,  and  whose  com-  tlie  captives,  and  the  (^ning  of  the  prison-doora 

ot  and    termination   were  alike    un-  to  them  that  aro  bound."  In  short,  our  conduct 

The  inibrmalion  which  distant  tribes  must  be   almost  diametrically  opposite  to  that 

when  we  approach  them  like  warlike  which  political  intriguers  have  generally  pursued 

trs  or  ambitious   merchants,  would  be  towards  othor  states,  if  we  would  promote  union 

nmiinicated,  when   we  mingled  with  among  tlie  nations.    Our    selfishness  must  be 

riends  and  benefactors,  and  especially,  changed  into  beneficence,  our  pride  into  humility, 

lad  been  instnimental  in  meliorating  our  avarice  into  generosity,  and  our  malignity 

licol  and  moral  condition,  and  in  com-  into  kindneas  and  benevolence.    Kindness  and 

ig  to  them  our  improvements.  benevolent  attentions  will  sometimes  subdue  even 

I  the  name  of  all  that  is  sacred  and  be-  the  most  ferocious  animals,  and  will  seldom  fail  to 

what  should  hinder  such  harmonious  soHeu  the  breast  of  the  moHt  savage  people,  and 

:tiooate   intercourses  between  nations  to  win  their  atfcciioiis.    There  is  scarcely  an  in- 

g  universally  realized  ?    Are  we  not  all  dividual  within  the  range  of  the  human  species, 

of  one  family?  Have  we  not  all  one  or  even  within  the  range  of  animated  nature,  but 

Has  not  one  Grod  created  us?  Docs  not  is  susceptible  of  the  impressions  of  love  ;  and  if 

planet  support  us,  and  the  same  atmos-  such  principles  and  affections  were  to  direct  the 

'ound  us  ?  Does  not  the  same  sun  cheer  future   intercourses  of  nations,  we  might  expect, 

I'en  us  ?  Have  we  not  the  same  phvsi-  ere  K»n2»   to  behold   the  commencement  of  that 

nation,  the  same  menial   powers,  and  happy  era,    when  "  the  wildeniess  and   solitary 

immortal  destination  ?  And  is  it  noithe  place  shall  be  glad,  when  nation  shall  no  longer 

'every  individual  of  the   human  fami!y  lifi  up  swnrd  against  nation,  when  righteousness 

a  fri^^rlc!ly  intercourse  should  be  esfa-  and   praiie  shall   spring  forth  before  all  thena- 

Are  tlicre  anyi/i.tu/xTaft/*' obN»ruotion:»,  tioris,  an  1  when   there  shall  be  nothing  to  hurt 

Ma/>/«  Varrier:^,  any  natural  imjiOSiihili-  or  destroy"  among  all  the  families  of  the  earth, 
pruveiil  such  a  uniun  among  ihe  ni- 

o, — knowledi:e,  Combined  with    moral  V. — A  general  diffusion  of  knowledge  would 

uid  true  religion,  if  universally  ditfuse<l,  he  one  general  mean  of  promoting  union  in  the 

eedily  efTectuaro  this  wonderful  trans-  Christian  Church. 
Enlighten  tho  tin.lerstandings,  direct 

powers  of  man,  extemi  the  knowledoo  It  is  a  lamentable  fact,  that  throughout  the 

ianity  throu.;h  the  world,  and  a  broad  whole  world,  there  is  no  system  of  religion,  the 

1  will  belaid  fir  universal  improvement,  votaries  of  which  aro  subdivided  into  so  many 

rsal  frieruhhip  among  all  nations.  sectaries  as  those  who  profess  an  adherence  to 

order  that  we  may  be  instrumental  in  the  Cliristian  faiib.     Within  the  limits  of  Great 

the  way  for  so  desirable  an  event,  our  Britain,  tliere  are  perhaps  not  much  fewer  than 

>ward8  other  nations,  and  particularly  a  hundred  different  denominations  of  Christians 

Dcivilized  tribes,  must  be  very  different  belonging  to  the  Protestant  church.      We  have 

;  it  has  generally  been  in  the  ages  that  Calvinists,   Arminians,  Baxterians,  Antinoini- 

We  must  become,  not  the  plunderers  ans,   Arians    and    Unitarians,  Episcopalian^, 

>yers,  but  the  instructors  and  the  bene-  Presbyterians,  Methodists,  Baptists,  and  Inde- 

mankind.     Instead  of  sending  forth  tho  pendents, — Seceders,Brownists,Sandemanians, 

f  war,  for  the  subjugation  of  distant  na-  (Quakers,  Moravians,  Swedenborgians,  Mille- 

must  oniformly  display  the  banner  of  narians,  Sabbatarians,  Universalists,  Sublapaa- 

M  branch  ofPeace ;  instead  of  despatch-  rians,   Supralapsariaos,  Dunkers,  Kilhamiics, 
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Shakers,   &c.     Of  some  of  tbete  there  are  whj  then  should  they  separate  from  each  otftorr 

several  subdivisioiui.    Thus,  there  are  three  or  and  remain  at  variance  oo  account  of  matters  ai 

four  denominations  of  Seceders,  (bur  or  6ve  of  **  doubtful  disputation  V* 

Baptists,  three  or  four  of  Methodists,  and  two  The  evils  which  flow  from  such  a  dindea 
or  three  of  Glassiles  or  Sandemanians.    Most  state  of  Christian  society,  are  numeroos  and 
of  these  denominations  recognise   the  leading  much  to  be  deplored.      A  sectarian  spirit  bar 
truths  of  divine  revelation,---the   natural   and  burst  asnnder  the  bonds  of  Christian  lore,  and 
moral  attributes  of  the  Deity, — the  fall  of  roan,  prevented  that  harmonious  and  aflfectionate  is- 
— the  necessity  of  a  Saviour, — the  incarnation  tercuarse  among  Christians  which  is  one  of  th» 
of  Christ, — the,  indispensable  duty  of  &iih  in  chief  enjoyments  of  social  religion.    It  baa  in- 
him  for  the  remission  of  sins, — the  necessity  of  fiised  jealousies,  fanned  the  flame  of  animosity 
regeneration,  and  of  holiness  in  principle  and  and  discord,  set  friends,  brethren  and  families  at 
practice, — the  obligation  of  the  moral  law, — the  variance,  and  shattered  even  civil  cororouDitwa 
doctrine  of  a  resurrection  from  the  dead,  arid  of  a  into  factions  and  parties.    It  has  kindled  ooo* 
future   state  of  rewards  and  ptmishments,— in  tentions  and  heart-burnings,  |Mrodiiced  envyiaga, 
short,  every  thing  by  which  Christianity  is  dis-  aniroosites,  and  hatred  of  brethren,  burst  asuiK 
tingnished  from  Mahomedanism,  Pagan  idola-  der  the  strongest  ties  of  natural  afiectioo,  and 
tary,  and  all  the  other  systems  of  religion  that  has   led   professed   Christians   to   violate   thft 
prevail  in  the  world.    Yet,  whHe  agreeing  in  plainest  dictates  of  humanity  and  of  natural  ja»> 
the  leadfaig  ddetrines  of   the  Christian  faith,  tice.    It  has  excited  a  feverish  seal  fi^r  the  p** 
they  continue  in  a  state  of  separation  from  each  culiarities  of  a  sectary,  while  the  distinguiafainf 
other,  as  if  tbey  lad  no  common  bond  of  union,  features  of  Christianity  have  eittrer  been  over> 
and,  as  rival  sects,  are  too  frequently  in  a  state  looked  or  trampled  under  foot.    It  haa^wasted 
^idlenation,  and  even  of  open  hostility.     The  money  unnecessarily  in  erecting  separaio  plaoea 
points  in  which  they  diflfer  are  frequently  so  mi-  of  worship,  which  might  have  been  devoted  to  tha 
mite  as  to  be  incapable  of  being  accurately  de-  promotion  of  the  interests  of  our  oommoo  Chriati- 
fined,  or  rendered  palpable  to  an  impartial  in-  anity.     It  has  even  corrupted  our  very  jroysra, 
quirer.    Where  the  difference  is  roost  apparent,  infused  into  them  human  passions,  and  a  spirit  of 
it  consists  chiefly  m  a  diversity  of  opinion  res-  party,  and  confined  them  to  the  narrow  limits  of 
peeling    such  qpestioas   as   the    following  >—  our  own  sectary,  as  if  the  Omnipotent,  whom  wrm 
Whether  the  election  of  man  to  eternal  life  be  profess  to  adore,  were  biassed  by  the  same  pra- 
absolute  or  conditional. — whether  Christ  died  judices  as  ourselves,  and  dispensed  his  fiivouota 
for  the  sins  of  the  whole  world,  or  only  for  a  li*-  according  to  our  contracted  views.    Could  wa- 
mited  number, — ^whether  there  be  a  gradation  fly  with  the  swiftness  of  an  angelic  messenger 
or  an  equality  among  the  ministers  of  the  Chris-  through  the  various  assemblies  convened  on  ihm 
tian  church,— whether  erery  particular  society  Christian  Sabbath,  while  they  are  offering  v^ 
of  Christians  has  power  to  regulate  its  own  aA  their  prayers  to  heaven,  what  a  repulsive  and 
fairs,  or  oueht  to  be   in  subjection  to  higher  discordant  scene  would  present  itself^  when  wa 
courts  of  judicature, — whether  the  ordinanoe  of  beheld  the  leaders  of  certain  sectaries  confi^i^ 
the  Lord's  Supper  should  be  received  in  the  pos-  their  petitions  to  their  own  votaries,  imploring  a 
ture  of  sitting  or  of  kneeling, — whether  Baptism  apedal  blessing  upon  themselves,  as  if  they  were 
should  be  administered  to  infants  or  adults,  or  be  the  chief  favourites  of  heaven,  lamenting  tha 
performed  by  dipping  or  sprinkling,  &c.      Such  errors  of  others,  throwing  out  inuendoa  againsl 
are  some  of  the  points  of  dispute,  which  have  rival  sectaries,  taking  credit  to  themselves  as 
torn  the  Christian    church  into  a  number  of  the  chief  depositories  of  gospel  truth,  and  thank- 
shreds,  and  produced  among  the  different  secta^  iag  God  for  their  superior  attainments  in  Cbria- 
ries  jealousies,  recriminations  and  contentions,  tian  perfection  !    How  imlike  the  noble,  ben»> 
When  we  consid^  the  number  and  the  inipor-  volent  and  expansive  spirit  which  ChriatianiCf 
tance  of  the  leading  facts  and  doctrines  in  which  inculcates ! — Nay,  the  intolerance  which  the  di> 
they  all  agree,  it  appears  somewhat  strange  and  visions  of  the  Christian  church  have  engnnderad, 
even  absurd,  that  they  should  stand  aloof  from  has  established  Inquisitions  (or  the  porpoaa  ef 
each  other,  and  even  assume  a  hostile  attitude,  torturing  and  burning  supposed  heretica^— haa 
on  account  of  such  comparatively  trivial  differ-  banished,  imprisoned,  plundered,  hanged   and 
ences  of  opinion,  especially  when  they  all  pro-  committed  to  the  flames,  thousands  and  tenthoo- 
fess  to  be   promoting  the  same  grand  object,  sands,  on  account  of  their  religious  ofwnont;  and 
travelling  to  the  same  heavenly  country,  and  many  eminent  characters,  iUusCrious  fi>r  piatj 
expect,  ere  long,  to  sit  down  in  harmony  in  the  and  virtue,  have  fttlen  victims  to  such  unchria- 
mansions  above.    The  grand  principles  of  hu-  tian  barbarities. 

man  action,  which  it  is  the  chief  object  of  Re-  In  particular,  the  divisions  and  cooteotioni  of 

velation  to  establish,  and  the  precepts  of  morality  Christians  have  been  one  of  the  chief  canaea  of 

which  ought  to  govern  the  affections  and  conduct  ihg  prognn  of  iriftddify.    The  truth  and  eaoel* 

9i  vnrj  Chriitia%  «r«  racogoiaed  by  aD ;  tod  knoe  of  oar  religioQ  can  only  ba  aihibited^  iSim 
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wsU  hf  its  eflects.     And  wheo,  imtead  of  love,  hare  Tuilowpd  from  the  divisions  of  Christians,  -it 

HIDB  aiid  hmrwDoaj  among  its  profeaaors,  we  b»-  becomes  an  imfiortant  inquiry,  whether  tliey  havo 

bold  bitter  enTyings,  sdiiama,  contentiona  and  ever  been  productive  of  advantages  sufficient  to 

I,  there  a|ipears  noihing  to  allure  vi-  counterbalance  such  pernicious  effects.    Is  an 

and  taithiokiag  minds  to  ezannine  its  evi-  obscure  question,  in  relation  to  church-t^ovem-' 

aad  to  give  it   an  iaspartial  hearing,  ment,  to  be  set  in  <x>nipetition  with  Christian 

**  First  agree  aoiong  yourselves,*^  infidels  reply,  union  ?    Is  a  metaphysical  opinion  about  the 

*  ud  theo  we  willcoosider  the  truth  and  impor-  sovereignty  of  God,  aikl  his  councils  during  eter- 

tMeeaf  your  e^ioos.'*    Such  a  mode  of  rea-  nity  past,  to  be  obstinately  maintained,  allhouKh 

NBflig  and  eoodoct  b  indeed  both  absurd  and  the  strouge«t  bonds  of  Christian  love  should  there* 

■Air,  wliea  the  gemiiae  dodrinea  and  reqaisi-  by  be  burst  asunder  ?    Is  tbe  rigid  adherence  to 

tioaa  of  Christiaaity  are  cleariy  staled  in  its  ori-  an  opinion  respecting  dipping  or  sprinkling  in 

pnl  raeofda,  aad  which  they  ought  to  examine  b^tism,  or  the  maintenance  dC  a  dogma  in  refe- 

kr  thsawsliMi ;  bat  it  is  a  circumstance  much  to  rer»ce  to  the  extent  of  Christ's  redemtition,  under 

ks  dsplorad,  that  •Cbristiaas,  by  their  sectarian  pretence  of   bearing  a  testimony  in  behalf  of 

■uoaitiea,  dbooU  throw  a  atumbling-bleck  in  Divine  truth,  to  be  considered  as  sufficient  io 

lbs  way  of  ratioaal  iovesligatioo  into  the  tnitfaa  counterttalancft  the  numerous  evils  which  have 

ai  i  fiMMlatioiii  of  religioo,  and  cauee  thousaoda  flowed  frwm  a  sectarian  spirit  ?  Can  we  suppose, 

to  flantfe  aad  bll  to  their  destmotion.  But,  what  that  He  whose  law  is  &iw,  who  hath  commanded 

ii  perhaps  worst  of  an,  it  has  greatly  retarded,  and  us  to  "  keep  the  imity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond 

All  ratards,  the  universal  propagation  of  Chris-  of  peace,"   and  who  hath  declared,  again  and 

ihoity  through  tfw  world.    Somethiag  has  indeed  again,  in  the  moat  explicit  terms,  **  By  this  shall 

bsen  sfleeted^  of  late  years,  hy  various  sections  all  men  know  that  ye  are  my  disciples,  if  ye  love 

if  the  Christian  dwreh,  in  the  diflTereat  Mis-  one  another:"  are  we  to  suppose,  that  He  will 

■onary  aalerprisea  which  they  have  conducted,  coiwider  the  maintenance  of  auch  opinions,  un- 

ia  Asir  sspnrale  capacities ;  bat  it  is  not  too  der  such  pretcscea,  as  a  warrant  for  the  infringe- 

■Mh  10  aiinn,  that,  had  they  acted  in  combine  meat  of  the  law  of  charity,  or  the  breach  ofChri^ 

lion  and  in  harmonyi  in  the  nissiooaiy  cause,  tion  union,  or  that  he  sets  a  higher  value  on  in- 

Ha  times  more  good  woaU  have  been  offered  tellectual  subtleties  and  speculative  opinions,  than 

Am  hns-sesr  yet  heea  aooomplished.    Besides,  on  the  practical  requisitions  of  his  word,  and  the 

ii  oar  prestnt  aMtde  of  propagating  tbe  Gh)q>el  manilestaliona  of  Christian  temper  and  conduct  f 

^■n^  the  heathen,  we  are  to  a  certain  extnt,  To  answer  these  questions  in  the  affirmative, 

aiwiaf  the  seeds  of  those  unhappy  disaensioos  would  be  little  short  of  offering  an  insult  to  the 

ekich  have  so  long  prevailed  among  ourselves.  King  of  Zion.    Whatever  is  not  so  clearly  re- 

Asd,  therefore,  till  the  different  religious  deno-  vealed  in  Scripture,  that  every  rational  and  se- 

flriaations,  in  this  and  other  Christian  lands,  be  rious  inquirer  does  not  plainly  perceive  it  to  be 

bnngbt    into  a   more  general   and  harmonious  truth  or  duty,  can  scarcely  be  supposed  to  be  of 

oaiao,  we  cannot  expect  to  behold  a  rapid  and  such  importance,  as  to  warrant  the  breach  of  the 

eilensive   propagation  of  primitive  Christianity  unity  of  tbe  church.     For  the  inspired  writers, 

tbraoghoat  the  Pagan  world.  who  were  tbe  vehicles  of  a  revelation  from  hea- 

Sudi  are  some  of  the  evils  whbh  a  sectarian  ven,  can  nover  be  supposed  to  have  used  vague 

ipirit  has  produced  in  the  Chrbtian  Church.     It  or  ambiguous  language  in  explaining  and  enfor- 

ii  almoot  needless  to  say,  that  they  do  not  origi-  cing  matters  of  the  first  importance. 

Bate  in  the  genius  of  tke  Gosfiel,  which  is  direct-  If  we  consider  the  temper  and  conduct  of  many 

iv  opposed  to  such  a  spirit,  but  in  the  corruption  of  tho»e   who  aro  sticklers  upon  phrases,  and 

«f  hnman  nature,  and  the  perversion  of  true  re-  zealous  about  matters  of  mere  form,  wo  shall  be 

lifion.     They  have  their  rise  in  t^^ioranre, — io  convinced  how  few  beneficial  praiCtical  cfTocts  are 

ifMranoe  both  of  the  revelations  of  the  Bible,  the  result  of  a  narrow  sectarian  spirit.     While 

eosidsred  as  one  whole,  and  of  those  truths  of  they  appear  fired  with  a  holy  zeal  lest  the  purity 

bisiory,  philosophy,  and  general  science,  which  of  divine  ordinances  should  be   tainted  by  un- 

bve  a  tendency  to  liberalize  and  to  enlarge  the  washen  hands,  you  will  sometimes  find  them  im- 

opacity  of  the  hinnan  mind.     This  ignorance  mersed  in  the  grossest  sensualities  and  immorali- 

■aierally  leads  to  Meif-cmeeii,  and  an  obstinate  ties  of  conduct.     While  they  are  severe  stick- 

ittsehment  to  preconceived  opinions  and  party  lers  for  what  they  conceive  to  be  the  primitive 

fKfodices,  to  attaching  an  undue  importance  to  Ibrm  and  order  of  a  Christian  church,  you  will 

emain  subordinate  and  favourite  opinions,  and  not  unfrequcntly  find  dUorder  reigning  in  their 

wsftoeliing  the  grand  essentials  of  the  Chris-  families,  the  instruction  of  their  children  and 

tim scheme;  and  thin  prevents  the  mind  from  servants  neglected,  and  a  sour  and  boisterous 

cipanding  its  views,  and  taking  a  luminous  and  spirit  manifested  in  all  their  intercourses  with 

«Bapreheasive  wuvey  of  the  general   bearings  their  domestics.    Yea,  you  will  find,  in  nuiner- 

ad  distinguishing  features  of  the  religion  of  the  ous  instances,  that  they  scruple  not  to  practise 

BihkL    And,  if -such  ntmerous  and  ssrious  evils  frauda  in  tbe  coutm  of  their  busineaa,  and  that 

id 
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you  can  have  less  dcpendance  on  their  promises  fesled  among  all  who  bear  the  Christian 

than  on  those  of  the  mt-n  of  the  world,  who  roako  and  the  practical  injunctions  of  Christian 

no  pretences  to  religion.    Aa  an  excellent  writer  fornily  exenipliSod  in  their  conduct,  we 

has  well  observed.     "  An  ardent  temperament  soon  behold  a  general  coincidence  of  opi; 

converts  the  entliusiast  into  a  zealot,  who,  while  every  thing  that  can  be  deemed  importani 

he  is  laborious  in  winning  proselytes,  discharges  ligion,  and  a  mutual  candour  and  furbrara 

common  dutiun  very  remissly,  and  is  found  to  be  regard  to  all  subordinate   opinions,  that 

a  more  punctilious  observer  uf  his  creed  tJian  of  entt^r   info  the  eRsence  of  religion,  and 

his  word.     Or,  if  his  imagination  is  fertile,  he  ou^ht  to  be  led  to  the  private  judgment  ol 

becomes  a  visionary,  who  livt-s  on  Uticr  terms  inquirer. 

Miih  angels   and   with  seraphs,  than   wuh  his  But  I  entertain  little  hof>ethat  such  mc 

children,  servants,  and  neighboutp ;  or,  he  is  one  will  be  adopted,  and  an  object  so  desirable  i 

who,  while  In*  reverences  the  *  thrones,  domi-  plished,  while  so  much  ignorance  still  pt 

nions,  and  powers  *  of  the  invisible  world,  vents  the  minds  of  the  majority  of  Christians,  am 

his  spleen  in  railing  on  all  *  dignities  and  powers  the  range  of  their  intellectual  views  is  so 

on  earth.'  "♦          ^  contracted.  It  is  only  when  the  effects  of  i 

What  are  the  remediet  then,  which  may  he  ral  diffusion  of  knowledge  shall  be  more 

api^ied  for  healing  the  unhappy  divisions  which  sively  felt,  that  a  more  general  and  cordia 

have  arisen  in  the  Christian  church?     It  is  evi-  ofthe  Christian  world  is  to  be  expected.  L 

dent,  in  the  first  place,  that  we  must  discard  the  the  understanding  is  the  source  of  all  reform 

greater  part  of  tliose  human  systems  of  divinity,  the  detector  of  all  evils  and  abuses,  the  < 

and  those  polemical  writings  and  controversiea,  tor  of  all  errors  and  misconceptions,  m 

which  have  fanned  the  flame  of  animoeity,  and  stimulus  to  every  improvement.     It  disp 

which  have  so  frequently  been  substituted  in  the  mists  which  prevented  our  distinct  vtsioo 

room  of  the  oracles  of  God.     We  must  revert  to  objects  of  our  contemplation,  discovers  the  i 

the  Scriptures  as  the  sole  standard  of  every  reli-  ling-blocks  over  which  we  had  fallen,  poii 

gioot  opinion,  and  fix  our  atteotioQ  chiefly  on  the  devious  ways  into  which  we  had  wan 

thoae  matters  of  paramount  importance  which  are  and  presents   before  us  every  object  in  it 

obvious  to  every  attentive  reader,  and  which  enter  magnitude  and  proportions.    The  knowie 

into  the  essence  of  the  Christian  system.    For,  which  I  allude  consists,  in  the  first  plac 

to  maintain,  that  the  Scriptures  are  not  stiffici-  clear  and  comprehensive  view  ofthe  whole  t 

ently  clear  and  explicit  in  regard  to  every  thing  of  divine  revelation,  in  all  its  connexiM 

that  has  a  bearmg  on  the  present  comfort  and  the  bearings,— and,  in  the  next  place,  in  an  ac> 

everlasting  happiness  of  mankind,  is  nothing  short  tance  with  all  those  historical,  geographia 

of  a  libel  on  the  character  ofthe  sacred  writers,  scientific  facts  which  have  a  tendency  to  < 

and  an  indignity  offered  to  Him  by  whose  Spirit  the  capacity  ofthe  mind,  and  to  enlarge  oi 

they  were  inspired.     We  must  also  endeavour  to  ception^  ofthe  attributes  of  God,and  ofthe  v 

discard  the  '•  vain  janglings,**  the   sophistical  his  providence.  Wherever  the  mind  is  thoi 

reasonings,  and  the  metaphysical  refinements  of  ly  enlightened  in  the  knowledge  of  such  su' 

the  schools,  tmd  the  technical  terms  of  polemical  the   tendency  to  bigotry  and  sectarianisi 

theology,  such  as  Mnffy,  ypottadealumonfaaero'  quickly  bo  destroyed,  and  the  partition 

mentit  &c.  and,  in  our  discussions,  especially  on  which  now  separate  the  different  sections 

mysteriqus  or  doubtful  subjects,  actttere  as  nearly  church  will  gradually  be  undermined  and  a 

as  possible  to  the  language  ofthe  inspired  writ-  into  dust.     This  might  be    illustrated  fro 

ers.     In  particular,  nnore  attention  ought  to  be  very  nature  of  the  thing.    A  man  whose 

paid  to  the  manifestation  of  Chrittian  love,  and  is  shrouded  in  comparative  ignorance,  is 

the  jE>ra4:iioe  of  religion,  than  to  a  mere  coinci-  periton  who  lands  on  an  unknowm  country 

dence  of  view  with  regard  to  certain  theological  dwtk  of  the  evening,  and  forms  his  opinion 

dogmas.    For  it  is  easy  to  conceive,  that  a  man  scenery  and   inhabitants  from  the  obscor 

may  be  animated  by  holy  principles  and  disposi-  limited  view  he  is  obliged  to  take  of  them,  < 

tions,  although  he  may  have  an  obscure  concep-  the  course  of  a  few  hours, — while  he  whoac 

tion,  or  may  even  entertain  an  erroneous  opinion,  iR  enlightened  in  every  department  of  huvni 

ofsome  ofthe  doctrines  of  religion;  and  we  know  divine  knowledge,  is  like  one  who  has  ti 

by  experience,  tliat  men  may  contend  zealously  minute  and  comprehensive  survey  of  the 

for  what  are  considered  orthodox  doctrines,  and  country,  traversed  its  length  and  breadth 

yet  be  destitute  ofthe  spirit  of  religion,  and  tram-  gled  with  every  class  of  its  inhabitants,  visi 

pie  on  its  most  important  practical  requirements,  cities,  towns,  and  villages,  and  studied  it 

And,  were  the  «ptrt<  of  our  holy  religion  thorough-  and  sciences,  its  laws,  customs,  and  antiqi 

ly  to  pervade  the  different  sections  ofthe  church  The  one  can  form  but  a  very  imperfect  and 

— ^ere  Christian  qffeetion  more  generaUy  nmni-  curate  conception  of  the  country  he  has  v 

and  could  convey  only  a  similar  eonoept 

•IflAona  Blatof  EntmadMiB,  p.  14.  olben,— 4he  other  hu  acquired  a  oorraot  i 


Its  mion  ouignillcent  tcenerj.     The  he  almost  orerlooks  the  grand  aoddistinguishiiig 

adfeeiptores  it  throughout  its  length  truths  of  the  Bible,  in  which  all  troo  Christiuw 

fiveshissjTB  upon  its  dittinguisfaing  are  agreed.    On  tha  other  hand,  Ihtra  is  scarcelj 

brings  alt  die  infiN-roation  he  has  one  instance  aut  of  a  hnndred,  of  men  whose 
I  olIwrqaartarB,  to  assist  his  coacep-  minds  are  ihoroagfaljr  imbued  with  the  truths  oT 
nture,  iba  bearings,  and  relations  of  science  and  revelation,  being  the  violent  abettora 
DOS  objects  presented  to  his  view,  of  s«*ctarian  opinions,  or  indulging  in  party  ani- 
ls views  he  has  taken  of  the  leading  mosities ;  (or,  knowledge  and  liberality  of  senti- 
»ign  of  revelation,  and  the  expansive  ments  alm«>st  uniformly  go  hand  in  hand.  Whilo 
le  has  aoqiilrod  of  the  perfections  of  we  ought  to  recognise  and  appreciate  every  por- 
m  it  was  imparted,—- will  never  saf-  tion  of  divine  truth,  in  so  far  as  we  perceive  its 
ieve,  that  it  is  agreeable  u»  the  will  evidence, — it  is,  neverthelMS,  the  dictate  of  an 
a  Christian  society  should  be  rent  enlightened  understanding,  that  cAosefmrAsjoAicA 
le  spirit  of  animosity,  because  one  ore  of  tk^Jlral  importance,  demand  our  Jir$t  and 
ins,  f<ir  example,  that  dipying  is  the  ahi^  attention.      Every   controversy,  agitated 

performing  baptism,  and  the  othor,  among  Christians  on  subjects  of  inferior  import- 
be  administered  by4|y/ria^/tNgr,  while  aace,  has  a  direct  tendency  to  withdraw  the  at- 
jognise  it  as  a  divme  ordinance,  and  tention  from  the  great  objects  which  distinguish 
f  spiritual  blessingsr— or  that  such  the  revelations  of  the  Bible;  and  there  cannot  be 
have  a  tendency  to  promote  the  a  more  absurd  or  fatal  delusion,  than  to  acquire 

aad  the  best  interests  of  men.    He  correct  notions  on  matters  comparatively  unim- 

ieve  that  that  incrMnprehensible  Be-  portant,  while  we  throw  into  the  shade,  or  but 

»itath  eternity,  who  superintends  the  faintly  apprehend,  tliose  truths  which  are  Msen- 

thousand  worlds,  and  who  hath  ux-  tial  to  religion,  and  of  everlasting  moment.  Every 

I  word  the  way  to  eternal  life  in  the  enlightened  Christian  perceives  the  truth  and                                  -\ 

—should  attach  so  great  a  degree  uf  importance  of  tffis  position;  and  were  it  to  be                                    j  : 

•  such  qnestions,  that  either  the  one  universally  acted  upon,  sectarian  divisions  and                                    ..  ' 

»ther  should  be  considered  as  exclur  contentions  woald  soon  cease  to  exist ;  for  thsj 

rs  of  divine  truth,  while  they  in-  have  almost  uniformly  taken  place  in  eooss                                     t\ 

'  of  Christian  love,  and  forbear  "  to  quence  of  attaching  too  great  a  degree  of  import-                                    ' 

f  of  the  spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace."  ance  to  matters  of  inferior  moment. 

enoa  to  the  example  now  stated,  a  Were  the  minds  ofthe  members  of  the  Christian 

raterare  equally  a.  sym6e/ or  emMejR  church,  therefore,  thoroughly  enlightened,  and 

rf  liquid  in  a  mighty  river ;— and  to  imbued  with  the  moral  principles  of  the  religion 

Almighty  as  beholding  with  appro-  of  Jesus,  we  sho«ild  soon  behold,  among  all  deno- 

ipeculatiotts,  and  their  consequent  minations,  a  tendency  to  union,  on  the  broad  ba- 

I  be  little  short  of  affixing  a  lil>eloa  sis  of  recognising  the  grand  essential  truths  of 

irmcter.    The  man  of  knowledge  is  Christianity,  which  formed  the  principal  subjecta 

lew  in  the  same  light,  almost  all  the  of  discussion  in  the  sermons  of  our  Saviour  and 

ions  and  circumstantial  opinions,  his  apnstles^-end  a  spirit  of  forbearance  mani- 

been  the  cause  of  separating  the  fested  in  regard  to  all  opinions  on  matters  of  info- 


149  ON  THE  GENERAL  DIFFUSION  OF  KNOWLEDGE. 

trivial  controversies  are  quashed,  the  time  and  of  Jehovah  should  cover  ihe  earth  as  the  waters 
attention  they  absorbed  would  be  devoted  to  incM-e  cover  the  channels  ofihe  seas, 
sublime  and  important  investigations.    It  would  The  disunico  of  the  Christian  church  is  not  to 
have  a  powerful  influence  on  the  propagation  of  be  perpetual.     We  are  reriain,  that  a  period  is 
Christianity  throughout  the  heathen  world  ;  for  hastening  on,  when  its  divisions  shaH  be  hi;aied| 
tiie  whole  Christian  world  would  then  become  wh«n  its  boundaries  shall  be  enlarred,  and  when 
one  grand  Missionary  Society,  whose  operations  "  the  name  of  Jehovah  thall  be  one  throughomt  ali 
would  be  conducted  with  more  efficiency  and  the  earth.**     At  some  p<rriod  or  other ^  therefore, 
■kill,  whose  funds  would  be  much  more  ample,  in  tlie  lapse  of  time,  a  movement  towards  such  a 
and  whose  Missionaries  would  be  better  educai-  union  must  commence.     It  cannot  take  place  ho- 
ed than  they  now  are — and  those  sectarian  difler-  fore  the  attention  of  the  religious  worU  is  direot- 
ences  of  opinion,  which  now  produce  so  many  ed  to  this  object.    And  why  should  not  aueb  a 
unhappy  dissensions,  for  ever  prevented  Crom  movement  commence  at  the  present  OMNnent? 
disturbing  the  harmony  of  converts  in  distant  Why  should  we  lose  another  year,  or  even  aiK^ 
laoda.    It  would  dteriah  the  principle  of  Chris-  ther  month,  before  we  attempt  to  concert  me^ 
tian  bve,  detach  it  firom  every  unholy  jealousy,  surcs,  in  order  to  bring  about  a  ooosonHaation  so 
and  render  it  more  ardent  and  expansive  in  its  devoutly  to  be  wished  ?    The  present  ertiniial 
philanthropic  operations.     It  wouM  produce  a  period  is  peculiarly  auspicious  for  this  porpoie ; 
powerful  and  beneficial  influence  upon  the  men  when  the  foundations  of  tyranny,  injustice,  and 
of  the  wofldi  and  even  upon  infidels  themsdves ;  error  are  beginning  to  be  shaken ;  when  know- 
it  woaU  snatch  from  them  one  of  their  most  pow-  ledge  is  making  progress  among  every  order  of 
eiful  arguments  against  the  religion  of  the  Bible,  society ;  when  reforms  in.the  state,  and  in  every 
and  would  anive  them  to  the  investigation  of  its  subordinate  department  of  the  commuoity,  are 
evidenees,  by  the  exhibition  it  gave  of  its  harroo-  loudly  demanded  by  persons  of  every  charaeier 
nioas  and  happy  eflfects.    It  would  have  an  influ-  and  of  every  rank ;  when  the  evils  attached  to 
ence  on  the  minds  of  the  Roman  CathtJics,  in  our  ecclesiastical  institutions  are  publidy  de« 
leading  them  to  an  unbiassed  inquiry  into  the  nouncod ;  when  the  scriptures  are  transUtii^ 
grounds  on  which  the  Ptotestant  church  is  esta-  into  the  languages  of  every  tribe ;  and  when  mi»> 
Uished.     At  present,  when  called  upon  to  ex*  sionary  enterprises  are  carrying  forward  in  every 
amine  the  docUines  of  Protestantism,  they  retort  quarter  of  the  habitable  globe.    To  attempt  a 
upon  mh— '*  You  are  divided  into  a  hundred  dir>  union  of  all  true  Christians,  at  the  present 


ftrent  sectaries,  aiul  are  at  variance  among     would,  therefore,  be  nothing  more  than  faDing  in 
yourselvea  ;  show  us  which  of  these  sects  is  in     with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  end  acting  in  harnMij 


i  of  the  troth,  and  we  wiQ  then  examine     with  those  multifarious  movements,  wbidi  ara 
your  pretennons,  and  perhaps  come  over  to  your     destined  to  be  the   means  of  enlightening  aad 


standard."    It  woukl  have  an  influence  on  the  renovating  the  human  race ;  and  at  no 

Jewish  people,   in  removing  their   prejudices  since  the  Reformation  could  such  an 

against  the  religim  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  espe-  hare  been  made  with  more  sanguine  expeel^ 

cially,  were  it  followed,  as  it  likely  would  be,  tions,  and  greater  prospects  of  success.    AUeyet 

with  a  repeal  of  all  those  statutes  which  have  are  now  turned  towards  some  eventful  and  aiM> 

imposed  upon  them  disabilities,  deprived  them  picious  era,  when  the  light  of  science  shall  aiuBa 

of  the  rights  of  citizenship,  and  subjected  them  to  refulgent,  when  abuses  shall  be  oorreded,  evili 

imchristian  severities.    In  short— in  connexion  remedied,  society  meliorated,  and  its  variow 

with  the  general  manifestation  of  Chrbtian  prin-  ranks  brought  into  more  harmonious  assodatka. 

ciple^it  would  produce  a  benign  influence  on  And  shall  Christians  alone  remain  sbitt  up  is 

surrounding  nations,  and  on  the  world  at  large,  their  little  homesteads,  apart  from  endi  otkiTy 

For  a  body  of  Christians,  in  sudi  a  country  as  stickling  about  phrases,  and  contending  abofll 

ours,  formed  into  one  grand  aasociaticfc,  and  act-  forms,  without  ever  coming  forth  to  aahite  eaeli 

ing  in  harmony,  must  exert  a  powerful  influence  other  in  the  spirit  of  union,  and  to  give  an  iai^ 

on  the  councils  of  the  nation  ;  and  our  political  pulse  to  the  moral  madiinery  that  is  haatening 

ifktereouraes  with  other  states,  being  conducted  fbrwatd  the  world's  improvement  and  refaoen^ 

on  the  basis  of  Christian  principles  and  laws,  tion  ?    Such  a  surmise  cannot  be  indulged :  it 

would  invite  their  attention  to  a  religion  pro-  would  be  a  libel  on  the  Christian  worM,  aad  a 

ductive  of  so  mndi  harmony  and  so  many  bene-  reproach  on  the  religion  of  whii^  they  piofei 

ficial  eflfects.    Ptoace  and  unity  in  the  church  themselves  the  votaries.    I  tniat  there  ara  tba*^ 

would  have  a  tendency  to  pronioCe  peace  and  aands   in  every  department  of  the  duureh,  wIm 

flriendship  among  nations ;  the  cause  of  oniver-  are  ardently  longing  to  break  down  the  walla  of 

aid  education  woukl  be  promoted,  without  thoee  partition,  which  separate  them  from  their  bn» 

ohstmctions  which  now  arise  from  sectarian  pre-  thren,  and  anxiously  waiting  for  an  opportHri^     > 

jndieef ;  and  a  general  diffusion  of  useful  know-  of  expressing  their  aentimenta,  and  of  girii^  At    J^ 

ladge  woaM  aoon  be  eflfected  throughout  every  right  hand  of  felbwship  "to  all  who  Wft  tV     ^* 

qwttroftlieoiTffiMdworMitilltbikMwledga  LordJewiiiaaiaoeriqr/'  > 
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Is  uj  a'.UmpCa  ihat  my  he  made  to  promale  very  time  ihey  are  planning  misdionary  entorpri- 

tjiis  great  object^  mutual  oaHetmons  bdiovtd  to  se8,  ihey  will  refu;$e  iheir  |iiilpiU  to  each  other, 

ht  made  h§  aUpartut.     One  geoeral  principle,  fur  tiie  purpose  ofaddressin^  their  fdlow-men  on 

Ihal  fcquirea  lo  be  reoDgni«eiJ,  ia  this: — that  eve-  aiihjt.xtscuniieottxi  wiihlhtrir  everlasting  interests, 

ly  4puii<ifi  amdpraetiee  be  »et  amdet  which  it  ae<  and  refrain  from  joinin<{  in  unison  in  the  urdinau- 

kumUdfed  <m  uU  hands  to  kaoenodin-ctfounda'  Ci^s  of  reli<|;ioii,  although  many  of  them  ez|iect,  ere 

tinin»eriptitre^)Mt  ia  a  mere  human  fkbricutiun,  long,  to  join  in  harmony  in  the  services  of  the 

irtUoJuced   by  accident  or   whim ;  such  as,  the  sanctuary  above  !     It  is  to  be  hoped,  tJiat  such  a 

ofafervaace  (^  Cut  and   preparaiioo  days  pre-  disgrace  to  the  Christian  caufte  will  soon  be  wi{^ 

liouio  the  participation  of  the  Lord's  Supper,  ed  away,  and  ils  incuiuistency  clearly  perceiv- 

betliag  in  the  act  of  partaking  of  thai  ordinance,  ed  by  all  who  are  intelligent  and  "  righl-hearted 

npcaliag  the  Atfaanasiaa  Creed  in  the  regular  men." 

Mtrioas  of  the  church,  Jcc.  fltc.    It  is  a  striking  Such  a  friendly  intercourse   and  correspon* 

ad  remarkmble  ikcC,  that  the  chief  points  about  dence  as  now  suggested,  woukl  be  far  more  effi- 

viiieh  Chriatiaos  ve  divided,  are  points  oo  cient  in  preparing  the  way  for  a  cordial  union 

■kkh  thaToluiBa  of  inspiralion  is  silent,  and  of  Christians,  than  the  detiberationa  anddiscus- 

vkieh  the  prwumption  and  perversity  of  men  sions  of  a  tliousand  doctors  of  divinity,  delegated 

ktn  allKbed  to  dU  Christian  system,  and  in-  to  meet  in  councils  to  settle  the  points  in  dis- 


with  the  iratha  and  ordinances  of  reli-  pute  between  the  different  sectaries.  Ttiis  object, 
pam^  ukI,  thanlbre,  were  the  lino  of  disiinetioa  I  presume,  will  never  be  accomplished  by  theo* 
deaiij  drawn  batweeo  mere  human  opinions  and  logical  controversy,  or  by  any  attempt  to  oon- 
fwiaiiali,  and  the  poeilive  dictates  of  revela-  vince  the  respective  parties  of  the  futility  or 
lloa,  and  ifaia  one  separated  from  the  other,  the  erroneousneas  of  their  peculiar  opinions ;  but,  on 
«my  would  be  prepared  for  a  more  intimate  and  tJie  ground  of  their  being  brought  nearer  to  each 
kannaaioas  mion  in  tlie  church  of  Christ.  As  a  other,  and  more  firmly  united  in  the  mutual  ex- 
preparative  measore  to  such  a  union,  a  friendly  ercise  of  tl)e  Christian  virtues,  and  in  the  bonds 
intercourve  between  the  different  sectaries*  of  Christian  atfuciion.  And,  when  such  a  har^ 
shoiiki  be  Bolicited  and  cherished.  Enlightened  monious  intercourse  shall  be  fully  effected,  it 
■inbtara  of  diflerent denominations  sliould  oeca-  ^vill  form  a  more  glorious  and  auspicious  era  in 
siflaaily  oxchange  pulpits, and  officiate  for  each  the  history  of  the  Christian  church,  than  has 
•iher  in  the  public  exercises  of  divine  worship,  ever  occurred  since  ti)u  "  good  tidings  of  great 
This  wonU  tend  to  ahow  to  the  workl,  and  to  joy"  were  proclaimed  in  the  plains  of  Bethlehem, 
tach  other,  that  there  is  no  unholy  jealousy  or  or  since  the  day  of  Pentecost,  when  "  the  whole 
haatile  animoaity  subsisting  between  them,  which  multitude  of  them  that  believed  were  of  one  heart, 
loeir  prenent  coioduct  and  attitude  too  frequently  and  of  one  soul,  and  had  all  things  common."* 
indicate.     It  vroukJ  also  be  productive  of  many 


iveniences,  in  the  case  of  a  minister  being  in-  ' 
disposed,  or  absent  from  home,  as  his  place  couU 

£m|uently  be  supplied,  without  the  least  expense  SECTION  XI. 
or  iocoovenience,  by  his  brethren  of  other  denorai- 

■ations.     It  would  likewise  show  to  the  mass  of  On  the  importance  ofeonnecting  Stiemce  with 

profesBUiig  Christians,  that  the  doctrines  promul-  Religion. 
gaud,  and  the  duties  enforced,  by  ministers  of 

difeient    denominations,  are  substantially  the  I'  several  of  the  preceding  sections,  I  have 

aamo.     What  a  disgrace  to  the  Christian  name,  exhibited  sketches  of  the  outlinra  of  some  of  the 

l^t  such   a  friendly  intercourse  has  never  yet  branches  of  science,  and  of  the  objects  towards 


established;  or,  when  it  occasionally  hap-  which  its  invesiijrations  are  directed.     1  havu 

,  that  it  should  be  considered  as  on  extraor-  all  along  taken  it  for  granted,  that  such  knowledge 

nod  tmlooked-for  phenomenon !     What  a  and  investigations  ought  to  be  combined  with 

and  unexpected  report  must  be  received  just  views  of  religion,  and  an  attention  to  ita 

by  Christiaa  converts  in  heathen  lands,  when  they  practical  acquirements,  and  have   occasionally 

are  told,  that  Christian  ministers  in  this  country,  interspersed  some  remarks  on  this  topic.     But 

who  were  instrumental  in  sending  missionaries  as  the  subject  is  of  peculiar  importance,  it  may 

lo  eoamunicate  to  them  the  knowledge  of  salvap  not  be  inex|>edient  to  devote  a  section  to  its  more 

tisB,  aro  actuated  by  so  much  jealoui^,  and  stand  particular  elucidation. 

so  andi  aloof  from  each  other,  that  even  at  the  Of  late  years,  knowledge  has  increased,  among 

the   middle  and  lower  ranks  of  society,  with 

•  By  sedorisv.  in  this  olace,  ami  elsewhere,  I  on-  greater  rapidity  than  in  any  preceding  age,  and 

icnund,  not  only  the  dlflTsrcnt  denorainatlons  of  Mechanics'  Institutions,  and  other  associations, 

ssaafleo  many  sectaries,  or  diflKBrent  compartments 

tftta  oniTeKaal  Christian  choRh.  1 8se  4»MBd(4^  NoU  XL 
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iiewod  vigour  of  the  human  mind,  and  to  gratify  firroamentF— which  notions  are  now  proved  to  i 

the  desires  which  are  now  excited  for  intelleciual  erroneous — therefore  they  are  apt  to  surmisi 

pleasures  and  acquirements.     Reason  is  arous-  that  the  religiuo  they  professed  rested  on  no  bei 

ing  from  the  slumber  of  ages,  and  appears  deter-  ter  a  foundation.     Because  their  notions  of  thi 

nhned  to  make  aggressions  on  the  world  of  sci"  religion  were  blei^ed  with  erroneous  opinioa 

eoce,  and  to  employ  its -faculties  on  every  olyect  and  foolish  superstitions,  they  would  be  dispos 

which  comes  within  the  range  of  human  invea-  ed  to  threw  aside  the  whole,  as  unworthy  ofih 

tigati<Hi.     The  labourer,  tlie  mechanic  and  arti-  attention  of  men  of  enlightened  understandings 

san, — tto.longer  confined  to  trudge  in  the  same  whose  minds  have  been  emancipated    fiom  un 

beaten  track  in  their  respective  professions,  and  shackles  of  vulgar  prejudice  and  priestly  domin* 

to  the  limited  range  of  thought  which  distinguish-  tion.    Such  irreligious  propensities  have  theii 

ed  their  predecessors  in  former  generations—  origin,  for  the  most  pari,  in  a  principle  of  nam) 

aspire  afler  a  knowledge  of  the  principles  on  and  mlf-conctiit  in  (bat  spirit  of  pride  ooogenia 

which  their  respective  arts  are  founded,  and  an  to  human  nature,  which  leads  the   person  ii 

acquaintance    with  those   scientific    subjects,  whom  it  predominates  to  vaunt  himself  on  hii 

which  were  formerly  confined  to  the  cbisters  of  superiority  to  vulgar  opinions  and  fean— and, 

colleges  and  the  higher  orders  of  society.    Leo  in  the  want  of  discriminating  between  what  k 

turns  have  been  delivered  in  most  of  our  towns  of  eesential    importanoe  in  religion,  and  tbi 

and  even  villages,  on  the  practice  of  the  arts  fitlse  and  distorted  notions  whidi  have  been  inoor^ 

and  the    principles  of  the   physical  sciences,  porated  with  it  by  the  ignorance  and  perveraiiy 

which  have  extended  their  intellectual  views,  and  of  men. 

given  them  a  higher  idea  of  the  nobleness  and  This  tendiency  to  iireligion  has  likewise  been 

sublimity  of  the  mental  faculties  with  which  they  promoted  by  the  modes  in  which  scientific  knowi 

are  endowed.    This  exeiteraent  to  rational  in-  ledge  has  been  generally  communicated.    IntiM 

quiry  has  partly  arisen  from  the  spirit  of  the  age,  greater  pert  of  the  best  elementary  treatises  <» 

and  the  political  movements  which  have  distin-  science,  there  seldom  occurs  any  distinct  rufer- 

guisbed  our  times ;  but  it  has  also  been  produced  ence  lo  the  perfections  and  the  agency  of  iLal 

by  the  exertions  of  men  of  erudition,  in  concert-  Omnipotent  Being,  under  whose  superintendMKM 

ing  plans  for  the  difiusion  of  knowledge,  in  giving  all  the  processes  of  nature  ase  conducted.    Ia- 

a  popular  form  to  works^of  science,  and  divest-  stead  of  directing  the  young  and  untutored  mind 

ing  it  of  that  air  of  mystery  wluch  it  formerly  as-  to  rise  "  firom  nature  up  to  nature's  God"— it  is 

sumed.    And,  should  such  excitement  be  pro-  considered  by  many,  as  unphHotophieal,  wiiea 

perly  directed,  it  cannot  &il  to  raise  the  lower  explaining  natural  phenomena,  to  advert  to  aiy 

ranks  of  the  community  from  intellectual  degra-  but  proximate  causes,  which  reason  or  the  senses 

Nation,  and  to  prevent  them  from  indulging  in  can  ascertain  ;  and  thus  a  veil  iB  alteropled  to 

intemperance,  and  other  sensual  vices,  which  be  drawn  between  the  Deity  and  his  visible 

have  so  lung  debased  our  rational  nature.    At  operations,  so  as  to  conceal  the  -agency  of  Uin 

no  former  period  has  the  spirit  of  science  been  so  whose  laws  heaven  and  earth  obey.    In  the  aca- 

fuily  awakened,  and  so  generally  disseminated,  demical  prdections  on  physical  science,  in  moat 

On  every  side  the  boundaries  of  knowledge  have  of  our  colleges  and  universities,  theire  appears  n 

been  extended,  the  system  of  nature  explored,  studied  anxiety  to  avoid  every  reflection  thni 

the  labours  of  philosophy  withdrawn  from  hypo-  wears  the  semblance  of  religion.    From  the  firaC 

thelical  speculai  ions  to  the  investigation  of  facts,  announcement  of  the  prq>erties  of  matter  and  thn 

and  the  liberal  and  mechanical  arts  carried  lo  a  laws  of  motion,  through  all  their  condtinatioot 

pitch  of  perfeciion,  hitherto  imattained.  in  the  system  of  nature,  and  their  applicatiqoi 

But,  amidst  aU  the   iniellectual  movements  to  dynamics,  hydrostatics,  pnetunatios,  opUeii 

around  us,  it  is  matter  of  deep  regret,  that  the  electricity,  and  magnetism,  the  attention  oif  the 

knowledge  of  true  religion,  aiid  th^  practice  of  student  is  kept  constantly  fixed  on  aeconduf 

its  moral  precepts, 'have  not  kept  pace  with  the  causes  and  physical  laws,  as  if  the  universe  wese 

improvements  and  the  difliision  of  science.  NoC  a  self^existent  and  independent  piece  of  mecba- 

a  few  of  those  who  have  ktely  entered  on  the  nism ;  and  it  is  seMom  that  the  least  referenoa 

prosecution  of  scientific  pursuits, — because  their  is  made  to  that  Almighty  Being  who  brought  ic 

ideas  have  not  been  expanded  a  little  beyond  the  into  existence,  and  whose  laws  and.operationa 

limited  range  of  thought  te  which  they  were  are  the  subject  of  investigation.    It  is  aknoat 

formerly  confined— seem  now  to  regard  revealed  needless  to  add,  that  the  harmony  whidi  sufaatata 

r*:Ugion  as  liule  else  than  a' vulgar  superstitioo,  between  the  worin  of  God,  and  the  revelatiooa 

or,  at  most,  as  a  matter  of  inferior  moment,  of  hu  word — the  mutual  li^t  which  they  reflect 

Because  their  forefathers  thought  that  the  earth  upon  each  othei^— the  views  which  they  open  d 

was  the  largest  body  in  nature,  and  placed  in  a  the  plan  of  the  Divine  government,— and  tba 

quieaoent  state. in  the  centre  of  the  univerasj,  moral  efiects  which  the  contemplation  of  Mtura 

and  that  the  start  were  merely  brilliant  apan^ea  oiigfat  to  produce  upon  the  heart— are  ueveri  ■• 

iiad  in  the  canoa?«  of  tbn  skji  tn.4iTenify  tke  ftr  n  tsa  have  laamed,  iotroduoed,  is 
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u  inbitto  whidi  denaiid  (lartietilar  that  we  might  acquire,  from  the  ccmtemplation 

tneaiMO.    Thai  the  Deity  is  carefiilljr  kept  out  of  it,  enlarged  conceptions  of  the  attribute!  oThis 

of  new,  and  banuiied,  aa  it  were,  from  hie  own  nature,  and  the  arrangements  of  his  proridence, 

tnalioa ;  and  the  ■mceptible  mind  of  the  youth-  and  be  excited  to  "  give  unto  him  the  glory  doe 

fid  stndMit  prerented  from  feeling  dioee  impres-  to  bid  name."    And,  if  we  derive  such  impra^ 

■OH  of  awo  and  raverenes,  of  lore  and  gratitude,  sions  from  our  inve«ii»ations  of  the  material 

viueh  the  tiody  of  the  material  world,  when  system,  shall  it  be  considered  as  inconsistent 

properly  cooJaeted,  is  calculated  to  produce.  wiili   the  spirit  of  trur   phiiotophy,  to  endea- 

Tha  same  principles  and  defects  aro  percepti-  vour  to  coiiimiinicare  the  same  impressions  to 

Ueiathe  instruetioiM  oommunicated  in  most  of  the  minds  uf  those  whom  we  are  appointi^l  to 

tki  JifAanaf  /wififtift'owt,  which  have  been  instruct?    There  can  be  little  doobt,  that  the 


hidy  femad  far  ihe  impr'ioveinent  of  the  middle  practice  of  setting  asiiJe  all  references  to  the  cha- 

ttdhwer  dasnes  of  society.    It  has  been  public-  racter  und  perfections  of  the  Deity,  in  physical 

\j  aawmoed,  in  the  speeches  of  gentlemen  of  discussions,  has  tended  to  foster  a  sjnrit  of  irreli- 

SMnes  and  nruditioa,  who,  wi(h  a  laudable  xeal|  gion  in  youtliful  minds,  and  to  accelerate  their 

look  %  port  m  tba  organiiatioo  of  tbesa  institu-  progress  towards  the  gulf  of  infidelity  and  scep> 

tiois^--«Dd  the  announcement  has  bean  re-echo-  ticism. 

id  ia  every  sinular  asaociation,  and  transcribed  Again,  philosophy,  as  well  as  religion,  re- 
nNo  evny  literary  joamaIi---that,  **  Henos/br^  quires  that  the  phenomma  of  nature  be  traced 
•vdfktdiaoiiSflMms  of  sesmes  ors  to  6e  eompteU'  up  to  their  Jtm  cauwe.  There  are  no  causes 
Ig  mpaiidtd  /ram  rthgionJ*  I  do  not  mean  to  cognisable  by  the  senses,  which  will  account  for 
•DCBse  the  highly  respectable  cfaarseten  alluded  the  origin  of  the  universe,  and  the  multifarious 
to,  u  being  noetile  either  to  natural  or  revealed  phenomena  it  exhibits ;  and  therefore  we  must 
roGnoa,  feooi  the  lareumstance  of  their  having  ascend  in  our  investigations  to  the  existence  of 
■all  this  aanovaeenMat ;  as  I  presume  they  an  invisible  and  eternal  Cause,  altc^ther  impal- 
saly  kCMided  by  it  to  get  lid  of  those  sectarian  pable  to  the  organs  of  sense,  in  order  to  account 
diifnlBfl  about  aniaponaat  pibints  in  theology,  for  the  existence  and  movements  of  the  itaaterial 
•ftidi  base  ao  loBg  dialnrbed  the  peaee  of  the  worid.  To  attempt  to  account  for  the  harmony 
chandi  and  of  the  worid.  But,  when  I  consider  and  oider,  and  the  nice  adaptations  which  appear 
Ifct  ose  that  wil  be  made  of  it  by  certain  oh»>  throu^^oot  creation,  merely  from  the  physical 
ndan  and  aoeieliet,  and  the  bearhig  it  may  have  properties  of  matter,  and  the  laws  of  motion,  is 
SB  die  mode  of  eommnnicating  scientific  know-  to  act  on  the  principles  of  atheism ;  and  is  clearly 
Wga,  I  aoi  eonstrahied  lo  pranoonoe  the  deda-  repugnant  to  every  dictate  cf  reason,  which  de- 
ratkio  as  no  lees  wtfkUomipfueat,  than  it  is  impi-  dares,  that  to  every  eflect  we  must  assign  an 
om  and  imnoral  in  its  general  tendency.  It  is  adequate  cause.  And,  if  in  our  physical  inves- 
Mifkihmtphuitil ;  for  science,  when  properly  ligations,  we  are  neoeMorify  led  to  the  admission 
considered  in  relation  to  its  higher  and  ultimate  of  a  sulf-existcnt  and  etomal  Being,  the  rNrigioal 
cbjects,  is  nodiing  else  than  an  investigation  of  source  of  life  and  motion,  it  must  be  deeply  in- 
ibi  power,  wisdom,  benevdeoce,  and  superin-  teresting  to  every  one  of  us  to  acquire  as  much 
taediog  providence  of  the  Almighty,  as  displayed  information  as  possible  respecting  his  perfee- 
is  tke  strocture  and  movements  d*  the  universe,  tions,  and  the  character  of  his  moral  government, 
—of  the  rdatiim  in  which  we  stand  to  this  Qreat  From  Him  we  derived  our  existence,--on  Him 
Brtsg,  and  of  the  duties  which  we  owe  him.  we  depend  every  moment  "  for'  life,  and  breath, 
To  overtook  such  objects,  is  evidently  contrary  and  all  things.'*  Our  happiness  or  misery  is  in 
tithe  plainest  dictites  of  reason  and  philosophy^  his  hands,  and  our  ctemaJ  de:itiny,  whether  con- 
Ifii  possible  that  an  intelli^nt  mind  can  contem-  nocti^d  with  annihilation  or  with  a  state  of  con- 
pate  the  admirable  and  astonishing  displays  of  scious  existence,  must  be  the  result  of  hissove* 
dtvine  perfection  and  munificence,  throughout  reign  and  eternal  arrangements.  Our  comfort  in 
•very  part  of  creation,  and  not  be  excited  to  tho  the  present  life,  and  our  hopes  and  prospects  in 
exercise  of  love,  and  gratitude,  and  reverential  relation  to  futurity,  are  therefore  essentially  con- 
sdocation  ?  Such  feelinjvn  and  emotions  lie  at  nected  with  tho  conceptions  we  form  of  the  at- 
liM  feundation  of  dl  true  religion, — and  the  man  tributes  of  Him  who  made  and  who  governs  the 
wba can  walk  through  the  magnificent  scene  of  universe;  and,  consequently,  that  philosophy 
the  nuverse,  without  feeling  the  Imat  emotion  of  which  either  overlooks  or  discards  such  views 
mmsuco  and  adoration,  or  of  gratitude  for  tho  and  considerations,  is  unworthy  of  the  name,— is 
wise  and  benevdent  arrangements  of  nature,  inconsistent  with  the  plainest  deductions  of  rea- 
WKf  be  pronounced  luworthy  of  enjoying  the  son,  and,  wherever  it  is  promulgated,  must  prove 
beasieence  of  his  Creator.  It  was  doubtless  for  inimical  to  the  best  interests  of  mankind.  To 
tts  end,  among  others,  that  the  Almighty  open-  regard  science  merely  in  its  applications  to  tho 
s4  ID  our  view  such  a  magnificent  spectacle  as  arts  of  life,  and  to  overlook  its  deductions  in  re- 
<ks  oniverse  displays,  and  bestowed  upon  us  ference  to  tho  Supreme  Disposer  of  events,  is 
fttakies  capable  of  investigating  its  structure,—  prepoHermu  and  absurd,  and  unworthy  of  the 
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character  of  the  nan  wboamnBM  to  hiioMlf  the  poeee  of  the  Creator,  to  wfaow  kwi  and 
name  of  a  philosopher ;  ibr,  in  doing  fo,  he  rio-  government  we  are  all  ameiuble.  It 
lates  the  rules  which  guide  him  in  aU  hie  other  to  ua  our  etate  and  condition,  aa  depraved 
researches,  and  acts  inoonsisteody  with  the  turee  and  violatort  of  his  righteous  laws,  and  the 
maxim,  that  the  moft  interesting  and  important  doom  which  awaits  the  finally  impenitent  in  the 
objects  demand  our  first  and  chief  attention.  world  to  come.  It  informs  us  of  the  only  method 
But  the  evil  to  which  1  have  now  adverted, 4s  by  which  we  may  obtain  tbrgiveness  of  sin,  and 
not  the  only  one  of  which  we  have  f  eason  to  complete  deliverance  from  all  the  nuseriea  and 
complain.  While  the  deductions  of  natural  re-  moral  evils  to  which  we  are  exposed.  It  incul- 
ligion  are  but  slightly  adverted  to  in  physical  cates  those  divine  principles  and  moral  precepts 
discussions,  and  in  numy  instances  altogether  which  are  calculated  to  unite  the  wlK>le  human 
overlooked, — the  trtUht  «/*  Christianity  ewe  virtU'  nee  in  one  harmonious  and  affectionate  society, 
ally  9et  aside  ;  and  it  seems  to  be  considered  by  and  to  promote  the  happiness  of  every  individual, 
some  as  inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  science,  boih  in  **  the  life  that  now  is,  and  in  that  which  is 
to  make  the  slightest  reference  to  the  dedara-  to  oome.''  It  presents  beibre  us  sources  of  con- 
tions  of  the  sacred  oracles.  In  many  of  our  eolation,  to  cheer  and  support  the  mind,  amidaC 
grammar  schools,  academies,  and  colleges,  where  the  calamitiea  and  afflictions  to  which  we  are 
the  foolish  and  immoral  Ntes  of  pagan  mytholo-  sub|ected  in  this  mortal  state.  It  unfoMs  to  as, 
gy  are  often  detailed,  no  instructions  are  impart-  in  part,  the  plan  of  God's  moral  government  of 
ed,  to  counteract  the  baneful  influence  which  the  world,  and  the  reasons  of  certain  dispensa- 
heathun  maxims  and  idolatry  may  produce  on  tions  and  moral  phenomena,  which  would  other- 
the  youthful  mind.  The  superior  excellence  of  wise  have  remained  inexplicable.  lo  short,  it 
the  Christian  religion,  and  the  tenden<7  of  its  proclaims  the  doctrine  of  a  resunrectioo  from  the 
principles  and  precepts  to  produce  happiness,  dead,  and  sets  in  the  clearest  light  the  certainty 
both  here  and  hereafter,  are  seldom  exhibited;  of  a  future  state  of  punishments  and  rewards,  suIh 
and  in  too  many  instances  the  recognition  of  jects  in  which  every  individual  of  the  human  race 
a  Supreme  Being,  and  of  our  continual  depend-  is  deeply  interested — giving  ftiU  assurance  to  aM 
anee  upon  him,  and  the  duty  of  imploring  his  who  comply  with  its  requisitions,  that  when  their 
direction  and  assistance,  are  set  aside,  as  inoon-  corporeal  frames  are  dissolved,  they  **  diall  have 
aisteot  with  the  spirit  of  the  age,  and  with  the  a  huilding  of  God,  an  house  not  made  with  hands, 
noode  of  conducting  a  fiuhionable  education,  eternal  in  the  heavens,"  where  they  shall  inherit 
The  superintendents  of  mechanics*  institutions,  "  fulness  of  joy  and  pleasures  for  evermore." 
Ibllowing  the  prevailing  mode,  have  likewise  These  are  only  some  of  the  important  revel** 
^  agreed  to  banish  from  their  institutions  and  dis-  tions  which  Christianity  unfokis.  And,  if  it  he 
P*  «ussions,  all  references  to  religion,  and  to  the  pe-  a  truth  which  cannot  be  denied,  that  we  are  ni^ 
^Aculiarities  of  the  Christian  system.  turally  ignorant  of  God,  can  we  be  happy  without 
3^  Now,  we  maintain,  that  Christianity  in  every  being  acquainted  with  his  moral  attributes,  pur- 
point  of  view  in  which  its  revelations  may  be  poses,  and  laws  ?  If  we  be  guilty  and  depraved 
^considered,  is  a  mtbjeet  of  paramount  irnporianoe.  —which  the  whole  history  of  our  race  doitriy  de- 
It  is  every  thing,  or  it  is  nothing.  It  must  reign  monstrates— can  we  feel  true  enjoyment,  if  our 
supreme  over  every  human  pursuit,  over  every  guilt  is  not  cancelled,  and  our  depravity  not 
department  of  science,  over  every  passion  and  counteracted  ?  Is  it  a  matter  of  indifference, 
affection,  or  be  discarded  altogether,  as  to  its  whether  we  acquire  a  knowledge  of  those  moral 
authority  over  man.  It  willadmitofnocompro*  principles,  which  will  guide  us  in  the  path  tm 
misea;  for  the  authority  with  which  it  professes  wisdom  and  felicity,  or  be  hurried  along  by  bead- 
to  be  invested,  is  nothing  less  than  the  will  of  the  less  passions,  in  the  devious  ways  of  vice  and 
Eternal,  whose  sovereign  injunctions  the  inhabi-  folly  ?  f s  it  ef  no  importance,  whether  we  ob- 
tants  of  earth  and  the  hosts  of  heaven  are  bound  tain  information  respecting  our  eternal  destiny, 
to  obey.  If  its  claims  to  a  divine  origin  can  be  or  remain  in  uncertainty  whether  death  shall 
disproved,  then  it  may  be  set  aside  as  unworthy  transport  us  to  another  world,  or  finally  temmuita 
of  our  regard,  and  ranked  along  with  the  other  our  exbtence  ?  Can  any  man,  who  calls  himself 
nligions  which  have  prevail^  in  the  world,  a  philosopher,  maintain,  with  any  riiow  of  rea- 
But,  if  it  i»  admitted  to  be  a  revelation  from  tht  son,  that  it  is  unphilo»ophiealt  or  contrary  to  the 
Creator  of  the  universe  to  man  on  earthf  Its  c^ama  dictates  of  an  enlightened  understanding,  that 
are  irresistible,  it  cannot  be  rejected  with  impu-  such  subjects  should  form  one  great  object  of  oar 
nity,  and  its  divine  principles  and  maxims  ought  attention— that  they  should  be  interwoven  withaH 
to  be  interwoven  with  all  our  pursuits  and  asso-  our  studies  and  active  employments— and  that 
ciations.  they  shouhi  constitute  the  basis  of  all  those  ia- 
The  importance  of  Christianity  may  be  evin-  structions,  which  are  intended  for  the  melioratioa 
ced  by  such  considerations  as  the  following : — ^It  and  improvement  of  mankind  ?  To  maintaia 
communicates  to  us  the  only  certain  information  such  a  position,  wouM  be  to  degrade  philosopl^ 
srejMisess  of  the  character,  attributes,  and  pur-  in  the  ejes  of  every  intelligent  inquirer,  and  ta 
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Hukr  it  UBtnrittf  of  the  patronage  of  every  one  carded,  every  one  would  couider  hiniMlf  as  at 

wk)  bM  a  regardto  the  happineaa  of  hw  ipecies.  liberty  to  act  according  as  his  humour  and  pas- 

TW  phikisophy  which  truly  deaerree  the  name  sion«  might  dictate ;  and,  in  such  a  case,  a  scene 

»i  at  OBce  admit,  that  ooooems  of  the  higlteat  of  lelfishiiess,  rapacity,  and  horror,  would  quickly 

MOMBt  00^  not  10  he  set  aside  tar  matters  of  ensue,  which  would  sap  the  foundation  of  sociul 

irfsrior  ooosideratioa ;     but  that  every  thing  order,  and  banish  happiness  from  the  abodes  of 

iiioaUbeatteiided  to  in  it»  proper  order,  and  BO-  men. 

mliil  to  its  relative  importance.    If  such  con-        Such  would  be  ihe  necessary  effects  of  a  com- 
ndcfaiions  have  any  weight,  they  prove,  bejrond  pleie  renunciation  of  revealed  religion,  and  such 
iiipae,  dhat  there  it  a  glaring  deficiency  in  our  a  state  of  tilings  our  literary  and  scientific  mode 
■Khods  of  edocation,  iHiere  »  foundation  is  not  of  education  has  a  natural  tendency  to  produce, 
had  in  the  tniifan-  of  Christianity,  and  where  innfasraathetruthaofChrutianitjfaretetaaidet 
id  authority  is  overlooked,  and  its  ckiims  disre-  or  overlooked,  in  our  plans  of  instruction.  Where 
fudsd.  should  our  youths  receive  impreasioos  of  the  De- 
Let  OB  eoBBider  for  a  moment  what  would  he  ity,  and  of  the  truth  of  religion,  unless  in  those 
ibe  DMwal  afieeta  of  a  eompUHe  aeparaiian  b»-  seminiries  where  they  are  tau^t  the  elements  of 
\       twesn BOMMse  and  religion— 4Mlwe«n  the  general  general  knowledge?  ShaH  they  be  left  to  infer, 
diibsioa  of  kaosvlsdge  and  the  great  objects  ot  that  religion  is  a  matter  of  trivial  importance, 
lbs  Cbristiu  foitb.    Science  mif^t  still  continue  from  tne  circumstance,  that  it  is  completely  over- 
Is  proaeeoia  diaeoveriee,  to  enlvge  its  bounda-  kxiked  throughout  the  whole  range  of  their  instruo- 
fiss,  and  t»  apply  its  principlea  to  the^niltivation  tioos  ?  It  may  be  said,  that  they  have  opportuni- 
if  new  arts,  and  to  the  improvement  of  those  lies  of  receiving  Christian  mstruction  elsewhere, 
widdi  have  hitherto  been  practised.    Its  studies  particularly  from  tho  ministers  of  religion ;  but 
■iglbt  give  a  certain  degree  of  polish- to  the  mind,  will  their  minds  be  better  prepared  for  relishing 
alight  prevent  eertain  eharacters  from  running  such  instructions,  because  the  religion  of  the 
dto  ronnds  of  foahionable  dissipation,  and,  in  every  Bible  has  been  carefully  kept  out  of  view  in  the 
gradniioB  in  aoeiety,  might  counteract,  to  a  ceruin  other  departments  of  tuition  'I  Will  they  not  rar 
iagrse,  the  tandency  to  indulgence  in  those  mean  ther  come  to  such  instructions,  with  their  minds 
aad  ignoble  vice*  to  which  the  lower  ranks  in  biassed  against  the  truths  of  revelation ;  espe- 
•rarj  nga  havo  been  addicted.    But,  although  ciaDy  when  we  consider,  that,  in  almost  every  in* 
tho  alaiadaid  of  norala  woirid  be  somewhat  raised,  stance,  wLore  religion  is  discarded  in  the  process 
aadthoateriorof  life  polished  and  improved,  the  of  secular  instruction.  Pagan  maxims  are  intro- 
Jnlenl  prineipka  of  moral  evil  might  still  ronain  ducod,  and  insinuations  occasionally  thrown  out 
nakHmgin  the  breast.   Pride,  ambition,  avarice,  hostile  to  the  intenfsts  of  genuine  Christianity  7 
and  revenge,  receiving  no  comiteraction  from  re-  Notwithstanding  all  that  I  have  stated  in  the  pre- 
lifioos  principle,  might  be  secretly  harboured  and  ceding  pages,  respecting  tho  beneficial    efibcts 
nourished  in  the  heart,  and  ready  to  burst  forth,  of  a  universal  diffusion  of  knowledge,  I  am  fully 
OD  every  excitement,  in  all  the  diabolical  energies  persuaded,  that,  unless  it  be  accomiianied  with  a 
in  whk^they  have  so  frequently  appeared  amidst  diflusion  of  tho  spirit  of  the  Christian  religion, 
the  contests  of  communities  and  nations.    The  and  a  corresponding  practice,  it  will  completely 
rooQgnition  of  a  Supreme  intelligence,  to  whom  fail  in  promoting  tho  host  interests  of  mankind, 
wa  are  aoooontable,  would  soon  be  considered  as  If  scriptural  views  of  the  character  of  the  Deity^ 
—iicosBsry  in  scientific  investigations,  and  his  if  the  promotion  of  love  to  God  and  to  roan — if 
—Haul  perfections  overiooked ;  iind, consequent-  tlie  cultivati<in  of  heavenly  tempers  and  disposi- 
ly,  all  theddi^tfol  affections  of  love,  gratitude,  tions,  and  the  practice  of  Christian   morality,  be 
ndnimtion,  and  reverence,  which  are  inspired  by  entirely  overlooked  in  seminaries  devoted  to  the 
Ihn  view  of  his  moral  attributes,  and  the  trans-  instruction  of  the  great  body  of  the  community— 
c«adent  excellence  of  his  nature,  would  be  under-  such  institutions,  instead  of  being  a  blessing, 
wned  and  annihilated.     There  would  be  no  would  ultimately  become  a  euree  to  the  human 
idftanoe  on  the  superintending  care  of  an    un-  species  ;  and  we  shuukl  soon  behold  a  vast  as- 
erring    Providence,  ordaining    and     directing  semblage  of  intelUgent  demone,  furnished  with 
every  event  to  the  most  beneficial  purposes,  and  powers  and  instruments  of  mischief  superior  to 
no  oonaobtion  derived,  amidot  the  ills  of  life,  any  that  have  hitherto  been  wiekled,  and  which 
froM  a  Tiew  of  the  rectitude  and  benevolence  of  might,  ere  long,  produce  anarchy,  injustice,  and 
the   Divine  government.    Tho   present  workl  honor  throughout  every  department  of  the  moral 
wonld  be  considered  as  the  only  scene  of  action  world. 

and  enjoyment ;  the  hope  of  immortality,  which         That  these  are  not  mere  imaginary  forebodings, 

anppcrts  and  gladdens  the  pious  mind,  would  be  might  be  illustrated  from  the  scenes  which  were 

asieiiniiiiiiMl.nnil  every  thing  beyond  the  shadow  latdy  exhibited  in  a  neighbouring  nation.    The 

«f  death  involved  in  gloom  and  uncertainty.  The  first  revolution  in  France  in  1789,  was  a  revolu- 

nnly  true  principles  <^ moral  action,  which  reveal-  tion  not  merely  in  politics  and  government,  but  in 

sd  raifion  inculcatei,  being  overlooked  or  dia-  religion,  in  manners,  in  moral  principle,  and  in 

30 
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the  commoD  foelings  of  human  nature.  The  way  atate."  The  carved  worh  of  all  religious  hdie 
(or  such  a  revolution  was  prepared  by  the  writ-  and  oioral  practice  was  boldly  cut  down  by  Car 
ioss  of  Voltaire,  Mirabeau,  Diderot,  Uelvetiua,  not,  Robespierre,  and  their  atheistical  associates 
D  Alerabert,  Condorcet,  Rousseau,  and  others  and  the  following  inscription  was  ordered  lob* 
of  the  same  stamp— in  which,  along  with  some  displayed  in  all  the  public  burying-grounds— 
useful  discussions  (m  the  subject  of  civil  and  re-  ^* Death  is  anlg  an  tUmal  tieep ,-"  so  that  the  dyii| 
ligious  liberty,  they  endeavoured  to  disseminate  need  no  longer  be  afraid  to  step  out  of  existence 
principles  subversive  both  of  natural  and  revealed  Nature  was  investigated,  by  these  pretendei 
religion.  Revelation  was  not  only  impugned,  philoso(^ers,  only  with  a  view  to  darken  flu 
but  entirely  set  aside  ;  the  Deity  was  banished  mind,  to  prevent  mankind  from  considering  tiij 
from  the  imiveise,  and  an  imaginary  phantom,  thing  as  real  but  what  the  hand  could  grasp  m 
under  tlie  name  of  the  Goddess  of  Reason,  sub-  the  corporeal  eye  perceive,  and  to  subvert  the  ct* 
ttituted  in  his  place.  Every  thing  was  reduced  tablislied  order  of  society, 
to  a  system  of  pure  materialism ;  the  cdeatial  The  consequences  of  the  operation  of  sod 
spark  of  intelligence  within  us  was  assimilated  principles  were  such  as  might  Itave  been  expect* 
to  a  piece  of  rude  matter,  and  the  fair  prospects  ed.  They  are  written  in  characters  of  bkwd, 
of  immortality,  which  Christianity  presents,  and  in  crimes  almost  unparalleled  in  the  history 
transformed  into  the  gloom  of  an  eternal  night,  of  nations.  A  scene  of  inhumanity,  cruebj, 
Every  previous  standard  of  morals  was  discard-  cold-blooded  malignity,  daring  impiety,  and  in- 
ed ;  every  one  was  left  to  act  as  selfishness,  satiable  rapacity,  was  presented  to  the  world, 
avarice,  and  revenge  might  dictate ;  religion  of  which  excited  in  the  mind  of  every  virtuous 
every  desmption  fled  from  the  torch  of  the  pre-  iqiectator  amazement  and  horror.  Savage  atro- 
vailing  philosophy ;  and,  while  "  justice  and  mo-  cities  were  perpetrated  which  would  have  bees 
rality"  were  proclaimed  as  **  the  order  of  the  shocking  in  the  most  barbarous  and  unenlightca- 
day,"  every  moral  principle,  and  every  human  ed  age ;  and,  perhaps,  at  no  era  has  there  been 
feeling,  were  trampled  under  foot.  It  is  stated,  more  wretchedness  occasioned  by  licentioM 
on  good  authority,  that  a  little  before  the  revolu-  principles  and  moral  degeneracy.  The  liesei 
tion,  a  nimierous  assembly  of  French  Literati,  friendship  were  cut  asunder,  the  claims  of  coo- 
being  asked,  in  turn,  at  one  of  their  meetings,  by  sanguinity  disregarded,  and  a' cold-blooded  sel^ 
their  president,  "  Whether  there  was  any  rach  ishness  pervaded  tlie  great  mass  of  society, 
thing  as  moral  obligation,"  answered,  in  every  "  The  kingdom  appeared  to  be  changed  into  ow 
instance,  that  there  woe  not.  Soon  after  that  great  prison ;  the  inhabitants  converted  intc 
revolution,  the  great  body  of  French  infidels,  who  felons,  and  the  common  doom  of  man  commuted 
then  ruled  the  naticHi,  not  only  denied  all  the  ob-  for  the  violence  of  the  sword,  and  the  bayonet, 
ligations  which  bind  us  to  truth,  justice,  and  kind-  and  the  stroke  of  the  guillotine.**  Such  was  the 
ness,  but  pitied  and  despised,  as  a  contemptible  rapidity  with  which  the  work  of  destruction  wat 
wretch,  the  man  who  believed  in  their  existence,  carried  on,  that,  within  the  short  space  of  tei 
Atheism  was  pubUdy  preached,  and  its  mon-  years,  not  less  than  three  millions  of  human  b» 
strous  doctrines  disseminated  among  the  mass  of  ings  (one  half  more  than  the  whole  populatioc 
the  people,  an  occurrence  altogether  novel  in  the  of  Scotland)  are  supposed  to  have  perished  it 
history  of  man.  A  professor  was  even  named  by  thyit  country  alone,  chiefly  through  the  influence 
Chaumette,  to  instruct  the  children  of  the  state  of  immoral  principlesi,  and  the  seductions  of  i 
in  the  mysteries  of  Atheism.  De  la  Metherie,  &Ise  philosophy.  The  following  is  a  brie 
the  author  of  a  Philosophical  Journal,  when  dis-  sketch  of  some  of  the  scenes  to  which  we  allude 
cussing  the  doctrine  of  crystallization,  made  the  drawn  by  one  who  was  an  eye-witness  of  th< 
wild  and  hideous  assertion,  **  that  the  highest  and  whole,  and  an  actor  in  several  parts  of  that  hor 
most  perfect  form  of  crystallization  is  that  tohieh  rid  drama.  "  There  were,"  says  this  writer 
it  vulgarly  eaU»i  Ood.**  In  the  National  Con-  **  multiplied  cases  of  suicide ;  prisons  crowdet 
ventioo,  Gobet,  archbishop  of  Paris,  the  rector  with  innocent  persons ;  permanent  guillotines 
Vangirard,  and  several  other  priests,  abjured  the  peijiiries  of  all  classes ;  parental  authority  set  a 
Christian  religion ;  and  for  this  abjuration  th^  nought ;  debauchery  encouraged  by  an  allowano 
recdvedapplauHs  and  thefratemal  kite.  A  priest  to  those  called  unmarried  mothers;  nearly  sL 
from  Melun  stated,  that  there  is  no  true  religion  thousand  divorces  in  the  city  of  Paris  within  i 
but  that  of  nature,  and  that  all  the  mummery  with  little  more  than  two  years ;  in  a  word,  whateve 
which  they  had  hitherto  been  amused,  is  only  is  roost  obscene  in  vice  and  most  dreadful  ii 
old  wives'  fables ;  and  he  toae  heard  with  loud  ferocity."'^ 

oppfoatss.     The  Convention  decreed,  that  **  all  Notwithstanding    the    incessant    shoots  o 

the  churches  and  temples  of  religious  worship,  **  Liberty  and  Equality,**  and  the  boasted  ittu 

known  to  be  in  Paris,  should  be  instantly  shut  minationsofphilosophy,  the  most  baitaroospei 

up,  and  that  every  person  requiring  the  opening  Mcations  were  carried  on  against  those  whos 
of  a  church  or  temple  shoukl  be  put  under  arrest, 

m  a.socpcotod  psnoiii  and  an  enemy  to  the  Qnfoiic 
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ftUfiant  opinions  differed  from  the  fjntam  eem&tiiadvit/krt/i^ion,  it  cannot,  of  itstslf,  melio- 
idofilsd  by  the  stale.  While  infidelity  was  rate  the  morals  of  mankind,  or  counteract  the  li- 
•BlhroDed  in  power,  it  wielded  the  sword  df  ven*  centiousneM  of  society.  Though  it  may  be  con- 
geance  with  infiemal  ferocity  against  the  priests  sidered  as  a  ray  of  celestial  light  proceeding  from 
cf  the  Romish  chareh,  who  were  butchered  the  original  Source  of  intellifrence,  yet  it  will 
iriierever  found— hunted  as  wild  beasts — fre^  fail  in  producing  iis  most  beneficial  effects,  un- 
fseaily  roasted  alive,  or  drowned  in  hundreds  less  it  be  combined  with  "  the  tight  of  the  know- 
kfstber,  without  either  accusation  or  trial.  At  ledge  of  the  gtory  of  God,"  as  it  shines  in  the 
KsBfis,  no  lass  than  SGO  priests  were  shot,  and  wiird  of  Divin?  Revelation.  11^  such  a  coo- 
ISO  drowned.  In  one  night,  58  were  shut  up  in  nexion  been  formed  between  science  and  raligioo, 
a  barge,  and  drowned  in  the  Loire.  Two  bun-  certain  it  is,  that  the  bonds  whicli  unite  the  social 
inA  and  ninsky-two  priests  were  massacred  system  would  never  have  been  burst  asunder, 
dving  ibe  Moody  scenes  of  the  lOth  August,  nor  the  foundations  of  morality  overturned  by 
ladths  Sd  September,  1792 ;  and  11S6  were  such  a  violent  explosion  as  happened  at  the 
|iittolined  under  the  govemmeol  of  the  Na-  French  revolution.  And,  although  I  am  aware, 
lioHl  Convention,  from  the  month  of  September  that  a  variety  of  political  causes  combined  to 
l7M,till  lbs  end  ari795,  besides  vast  numbers,  produce  that  groat  coovubion,  and  the  effects 
hnMed  by  the  in^del  republicans,  like  owb  and  which  flowed  from  it,  yet  it  cannot  be  denied, 
ptftridges,  who  perished  in  different  ways,  that  the  principles  of  atheism,  and  a  ftlse  phik>- 
Aroi^bout  the  pmvinoes  of  Franco.  sophy  which  had  thrown  off  its  allegiance  to 
Sudi  were  some  <^  the  dismal  effects  which  Christianity,  were  Uie  db'e/'eavsss  whidi  produc- 
kwed  firosB  the  attempt  to  banish  religion  fitnn  ed  the  licentiousness  and  impiety  which  charao- 
Kienee,  from  government,  and  from  die  inter-  terized  the  rulers  and  citizeiu  of  Fran^,  imder 


sod  employments  of  society.     Were  "  the  reign  of  terror." 

flKh  principlei  universally  to  prevail,  the  world  It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped,  that  those  wn9  now 

iRwU  soon  beonoie  one  vast  theatre  of  mischief  patronise  the  intellectual  improvement  of  man- 

asd  of  Husery— -an  immense  den  of  thieves  and  kind,  and  who  wiKh  to  promote  the  best  interests 


sink  of  moral  pollution— a  scene  of  of  society,  will  take  warning  from  the  occurren- 
inpicty,  injustice,  rapine,  an<i  devastation ;   a  ces  which  so  lately  happened  in  the  French  no- 
Golgocha,  'Strewed  with  carcasses  and  "  dead  tion,  during  the  reign  of  infidel  philosophy  and 
■en's  bones."    AU  confidence  and  frieiubhip  impiety,  and  not  suffer  religion  to  be  dissevered 
between  intelligent  beings  would  be  destroyed  ;  from  those  pursuits  which  should  lead  the  mind 
tlis  dearest  and  most  venerable  relations  wouU  to  the  contemplation  of  a  Supreme  InteUigenctt, 
bs  violated   by  incestuous  pollutions ;  appetite  and  of  the  glories  of  an  immortal  existence.    The 
would  change  every  man  into  a  swine,  and  pas-  moral  Governor  of  the  world  has  set  before  us 
sioo  mto  a  tiger  ;  jealousy,  distrust,  revenge,  the  horrid  scenes  to  which  wo  have  alluded,  as  a 
■Kvder,  war,  and  rspini;  would  overspread  the  beacDn  to  guard  iis  from  similar  dangers,  that  so> 
earth,  and  a  picture  of  hell  would  bo  presented  ciety  mifsht  not  a^ain  be  exposed  to  a  shipwreck 
wherever  the  eye  roamed  over  the  haunts  of  men.  so  dreadful  and  appalling.     We  have,  surely,  no 
During  the  |M;riod  when  the  atrocities  to  which  reason  to  repeat  the  experiment,  in  (»der  to  as- 
we  arc  adverting  were  perpetrating,  the  ruffians  certain  the  result.     It  is  written  in  characters 
who  brjre  nile  in  France  were  continually  impiil-  conspicuous  to  every  eye,  and  legible  even  to  the 
in;  to  the  illumination  of  philoRophy,  the  ardour  least   attentive  observer,  and  may  serve  as  a 
whichaniraatedtiiemintliecausoof^liberty ;  and,  warning  both  to  the  present  age,  and  to  every 
it  is  a  truth,  that  science  was  enlarging  its  boun-  future  generation.     Its  effects  are  felt  even  at 
daries  even  amidst  the  horrors  with  which  it  was  the  present  moment,  in  the  cotmtry  where  the 
sorroonded.     Chemistry  was  advancing  in  its  experiment  was  tried,  in  the  irreligion  and  pro- 
rapid  career  of  discovery,  and  the  celebrated  fligacy  which,  in  its  populous  cities,  still  abound, 
Lavoisier,  one  of  its  most  successfijl  cultivators,  especially  among  the  middle  and  higher  ranks  of 
was  inter-<ipted  in  the  midst  of  some  interesting  society.    Its  effects  are  apparent  even  in  our 
experiments,  and  dragged  to  the  guillotine,  where  own  country ;  for  the  sceptical  principles  and  im- 
be  suffered  in  company  with  28  farmers-general,  moral  maxims  of  the   continental   philosophy 
merely  because  he  was  rich.    Physical  asUt)no-  were  imported  into  Britain,  at  an  early  period  of 
■y,  and  the  higher  branches  of  the  mathematics  the  French  Revolution,  when  the  Bible  was 
were  advancing  under  the  investigations  of  La  discarded  by  multitudes,  as  an  antiquated  impos- 
Placa ;  geodstical  operations  were  carrying  for-  ture,  and  committed  to  the  flames  ;  and  it  is, 
ward,  on  an  extensive  scale ;  and  the  physical  doubtless,  owing  in  part,  to  the  influence  of  these 
sciences,  in  general,  under  the  hands  of  nume-  principles,  that,  in  organizing  institutions  for 
rails  cultivators ,  were  going  on  towards  perfec-  the  diffusion  of  knowledge  among  the  lower  ranks, 
CioB.    But,  while  this  circumstance  shows,  that  attempts  have  been  made  to  separate  science 
jcteoce  may  advance  in  the  midst  of  irreligion —  from  its  references  to  the  Creator,  and  firom  all 
it  provtM,  at  the  same  time,  that,  without  being  its  connerioni  with  revealed  religion.    It  is, 
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thoreibre,  the  duty  oT  every  man  who  loves  his  too  many  instances,  have  exposed  tl 

species,  and  who  has  a  regard  for  the  welfare  and  world  to  the  sneeu  of  infidels,  and  the 

prosperity  of  his  country,  to  use  his  influence  in  pr(^ane. — Nor,  in  the  next  place,  wc 

endeavouring  to  establish  the  literary  and  scien-  sider  it  as  either  judicious  or  expet 

tific  instruction  of  the  community  on  the  broad  tempt  to  foist  in  even  the  essential 

basis  of  the  docti^nes  of  revelation,  and  of  thoee  Cbrisiianiiy,  on  every  occasion,  wh* 

moral  laws  which  have  been  promulgated  by  the  ject  of  discussion  did  not  naturcUh/ 

authority  of  the  G9Vemor  of  the  univefse,  which  lead  to  their  introduction,  or  to  some 

are  calculated  to  secure  the  moral  order,  and  to  them.     Such  attempts  generally  ihisl 

promote  the  happiness  of   intelligent    agents,  intended,  and  are  equally  displeasing 

throughout  every  province  of  the  Divine  empire,  of  taste,  and  to  the  enlightened  Christi 

*'  When  we  look  at  plans  of  education y'^  (xiy>  ^^  understand  by  connecting  scienc 

an  intelligent  writer)  **  matured,  or  in  progress,  gion,  will  ap[>ear  in  the  following  obsei 
which  are  likely  to  concentrate  the  national  in- 

teUeetj  and  fonn  the  natkmal  tatte^  asd  engross         I.  As  science  has  it  for  one  of  its 

the  daily  leisure  of  the  peasant  or  artisan,  on  i«cts  to  investigate  the  works  of  the 

principles  of  virtuid  exclusion  to  every  thing  spe-  an  opportunity  ahmdd  he  taken  j  when 

cifically  Christian,  when  we  see  this  grievous  scientific  instructions,  of  adverting  i 

and  deadly  deficiency  attaching  to  sdiemes  of  be-  fmU»  of  the  Deity  at  displajfed  in  kit 

nevolence,  which  are  otherwise  pure  and  splen-  The  character  of  the  Divine  Being,  i 

did,  receiving  the  saiiction  of  public  recognition,  fections  he  displajrs,  are,  in  every  po 

countenanced  or  winked  at  by  the  mightiest  of  the  most  interesting  of  all  human  inf 

■eholars,  and  roost  illustrious  of  statesmen,  and  The  system  of  nature,  in  all  its  parts  s 

thus  put  in  condition  for  traversing  the  land,  09|  exhibits  them  to  our  view,  and  ic 

from  the  one  end  to  the  other,  we  do  feel  alarmed,  u  it  were,  upon  our  attention,  if  we 

in  no  ordinary  degree,  at  the  effects  that  are  Ailly  shut  our  eyes  on  the  light  whic 

fikely  to  follow  it ;  and  could  we  influence  the  from  an  invisible  Divinity  through 

consultations  in  which  the  whole  originates,  would  operations.    The  contemplation  of  t 

eotreat  its  projectors  to  pause  and  deliberate,  even  in  its  most  prominent  and  obvi 

lest  they^tir  the  elements  of  a  latent  impiety,  ances,  has  a  natural  tendency  to  inspi 

instead  cf  dispensing  a  national  blessing.    We  profound  emotions  of  awe  and  revere 

dread  not  the  li^t  of  science,  nor  any  light  of  tilude  and  admiration,  at  the  astonish 

any  kind  which  emanates  from  God  to  man.  it  exhibits  of  Omnipotent  energy,  u 

On  tlie  contrary,  we  hail  it  as  a  precious  acqui-  wisdom,  and  boundless  beneficence, 

•ition,  provided  it  be  mingled  and  seasoned  with  dies,  when  properly  directed,  are  ci 

that  which  is  revealed,  as  "  the  true  light  which  make  a  powerfiil  and  interesting  ira| 

lighteth  every  man  that  cometh  into  the  world ;"  the  minds  of  the  young ;  and  ii  is  do 

but,  in  a  state  of  separation  from  this  better  light,  incalculable  injury,  when  their  view 

and  unattempered  by  its  restoring  influence,  we  elevated  above  proximate  causes  a 

are  constrained  to  dread  it,  by  all  the  concern  we  laws,  to  the   agency  of  Him   who  i 

ever  felt  for  the  eternal  welUbeiog  of  oar  human  throne  of  the  universe. — "  If  one  tra 

kindred."*  ing,"  says  Palcv,  •*  be  more  desirabl 

To  prevent  any  misconceptions  that  may  arise  other,  it  is  that  which  regards  the  pF 
respecting  our  views  of  the  connexion  of  science  nature,  with  a  constant  reference  to 
and  religion,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  in  the  intelligent  Author.  To  have  made 
first  place, — ^(hat  we  would  consider  it  prepos-  ing,  the  habitual  sentiment  of  our  i 
teroQs  in  the  highest  degree,  to  attempt  the  in-  have  laid  the  foundation  of  every  thi 
troduction  of  sectarian  opinions  in  religion  into  religious.  The  world  from  hencefbi 
the  discussions  CMinected  with  science  and  phi-  a  temple,  and  life  itself  one  continued 
losophy.  It  wooki  be  altogether  irrelevant  to  ration.  The  change  is  no  less  tha 
the  objects  of  scientific  associations,  to  introduce  whereas  formerly  God  was  seld* 
the  subjects  of  dispute  between  Calvinists  and  Noughts,  we  can  scarcely  look  upo) 
Arminians,  Presbyterians,  Episcopalians,  and  without  perceiving  its  relation  to  hio 
Independents ;  and  we  are  of  opinion,  that  the  "uch  a  train  of  thinking  to  be  consic 
■Doner  such  controversies  are  banished,  even  philosophical  ?  Is  it  not,  on  the  o 
from  theology  t  and  from  the  Christian  world  at  petfectum  of  philosophy  to  ascend  to  i 
large,  so  much  the  better  ;  for  they  have  with-  will  accorot  for  every  phenomenon- 
drawn  the  minds  of  thousands  from  the  eaentiaU  incessant  agency,  and  to  acknowled( 
to  the  mere  drainutantiaU  of  religi<»i ;  and,  in  fectioos  it  displays  ?    Bishop  Watai 

observed,  "  We  feel  the  interference 

*  Rev.  O.  Vftimg— intrwhiBtoir  Emar  to  Mr  M.  •^•'y'^ro,  but  we  cannot  apprehoD 

Hales*  CoBta«pta3S»uk  of  hii  agency  aoywlMit.    Abbded 
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•ali|ttiBg  up,  a  drop  of  raio  cannot  fall,  a  ray  oT  The  voIurainoiM  work  of  Le  Pluehe  compre- 

^^eamioCbe  eaitted  CxKB  the  sun,  nora  parti-  iifuds    iniereating  descriptions  of  quaJrupedti, 

cUoffdlbe  united,  vriiha  never-Ciiling  llymp^-  biniii,  iinlieii,  insects,  plants,  Howers,  gardenR, 

thj  to  its  feUow,  without  him;  overj  secondary  oiive-yarda,  oorofields,  woods,  pasture-grounds, 

cuss  we  diacover,  is  but  a  new  |>reof  of  the  rivers,  mountains,  seas,  foMtls,  minerals,  the  at- 

■Msssily  we  are  under  of  ttltimalely  recurring  mottphero,  light,  coitKirs,  vision,  the  heavenly 

loliMn,as  the  one  primary  cause  of  every  thing."  bodies,  globes,  telescopes,  microsco(>es,  the  his- 

Glustraliotta  of  the  position  lor  which  we  are  tory  (ifnavi:.*ati<in,  systematic  physics,  &c. — in- 

i»v  extending  will  be  found  to  such  works  as  lcrsp«rs«Ml  with  a  variety  of  beautiful  reflections 

ike  Uiwwing : — Ray's  "  Wisdom  uf  Go:!  in  the  on  the  Wis«loin  sihI  Heiieficence  of  the  Deity  t-i 

CmiioB,"— Bojle*s  "  Pliiloso[^ical  ami  Theo-  the  arrangements  iif  nature.    Evler*$    Letters 

Lipctl  works,"-*I>erbaiii's  Astro  and  Phynico-  comi>reheiid  popular  descriptions  of  the  most  in- 

TiMlogjr,''*— Nieuwentyt's  Religious  PhiloNo-  teresting  subjects  connected  with  natural  phili^ 

pbcr,"-^  Pluebe't   "  Nature  Displayed," —  sophy  and  ethics,  interspersed  with  moral  refleo 

Butsr's  "  Matho,"  or  the  principles  of  natural  lions,  and  frequent  references  to  the  truths  of  re- 

rdifpaa  dedoced  iram  the  phenomena  of  the  ma-  vetaiion.     Condareet,  in  his  French  translation 

Iwiij  wwU^— 'LeMer*s  InHdo-Thtohgyt  or  a  of  this  work,  carefully  omitted  almost  all  the  pt- 

iicnaBstraiion  of  the  Being  and  Attribuie-t  of  ous  and  moral  reflections  of  this  profouml  and 

Gd,frMi  the  ttmcuve  and  economy  of  insects,  amiable  Philosopher,  as  inconsistent  with  the  in- 

*ili)  MMesby  Lyonet,— Bonnet's  **  Contempla-  fi<iel  and  atheistical  philosophy  whtdi  then  pre- 

tM  of  Nature," — ^Eder's  "  Letters  to  a  German  vailed.    "  The  retrenchments,"  says  he  **  affect 

Priscsw,"    troMdttad    by     Hvnitr, — Pierre's  reflections  which  relate  less  to  the  iciences  and 

"Sladiai  of  Nauue,"-^*  Paley'a  Natural  The-  phikMophy,  than  to  theology,  and  frequently  even 

fliogy,**— -Adam's  "  Lecturea  on  Natural  Phikiao-  to  the  peculiar  doctrines  of  that  ecclesiastical 

p^— Farina' '  **  Chemical  Catechism,'*  and  communion  in  which  Euler  lived.    A  is  imns- 

«sv«ra]  othara.    The  chi^f  object  of  Jlay  is  to  csssary  to  aM$i(fn  a  retuonfur  oaiissiens  ef  Mis  de- 

ilhMmtathawiadlom  oftbe  Deity  in  the  figure  terqftUmJ'*    These  omissions  were  supplied,  and 

tad  cungtmeiaen  of  the  earth,  in  the  structure  and  the  passages  alluded  to  restored,  by  Dhr.  Hnntor, 

ijaaatry  of  the  human  fiame,  and  in  the  econo-  in  bis  English  translation,  but  they  have  been 

^  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  tribes.    The  ob»  again  stippressed  in  the  late  edition,  published  in 

jietof  Deriiam,  in  his  Aatro-Theobgy,  is  to  din-  Edinburgh,  in  two  volumes,  ISmo.* 

fkj  the  wiadooa  and  omnipotence  of  Deity,  as  It  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  we  have  nn 

ihtf  appear  in  the  structure,  arrangement,  and  modem  Rays,  Derhanis,  Boyles,  or  Nienwen- 

■otions  of  the  heavenly  bodies ;  and  his  PAysteo-  tyts,  to  make  the  light  of  our  recent  discoveries 

TMogy,  a  work  of  much  greater  extent,  denfKMi-  in  science  bear  u^mmi   the  illustration  of    xhn 

rate*  the  being  and  attributes  of  Gud  from  the  perfections  of  the  Deity,  and  the  arrangements 

ooBiiiiution  of  the  earth  and  atmo»[ihere, — the  of  his  providence.     Sinr'e  the  period  when  those 

tf-etf — the  structure,  motions,  respiration,  food.  Christian  philosophers  left  our  world,  many  of 

ui  habitations  of  animals — the  Iwdy  of  man —  the  sciences  which  they  were   instrumental  in 

i!i«  economy  of  insects,  reptiles,  and  fishes,  and  promoting,  have  advanced  tu  a  high  degree  of 

the  structure  of  vegetables.     Though  this  excel-  perfection,  and  have  thrown  additional  lighten 

int  work  is  now  considere<i  as  somewhat  an'i-  the  wisdom  and  intelligence  of  the  Divine  mind, 

^jsated,  yet  wo  have  no  modem  work  that  can 

Uv  supply  its  place.     Paley's  Natural  Theolo-  *  As  a  uporimca  of  the  omisRlona  to  which  we  al 

n\^ZmJ^    »«rRllMit  in  ibi  kind   dtma  nut  Pin-  ^"**^'  "'°  f<':i«>W"»2  pHM;!-.;  joay  sutTife  .— "  IJnttl.e 

ff, however  excellent  m  its  kuki,  docs  not  em-  ^y^  ^.lj^ ,,  f,,^.  creitor  li:is  furmo-I,  is  subject  to  no 

%ncs  the  same  extensive  range  of  objects.   Niem^  one  of  all  tti*.-  liai>Krfi.Ttion4  utuior  whieh  the  Inuirl- 

«mM  enters  into  a  minute  anatomical  investi-  "f."^  coiiHiructlon  of  the  frcet  h inker  litwurs     In 

^^  ^1-—      .        -r.t.    u           L-j        u'L  this  we«ll»cov<rthctriiorc.i8un  why  InflniiewlwJom 

fUisn  of  the  structure  of  the  human  bjdy,  which  han  cmploywl  neveml  iransparcm  subwtirres  In  the 

xonies  the  greater  part  ef  his  first  volume;  and  fonuntlon  of  the  eye.    It  Ik  thortiby  secured  Af::iln8t 

M  tk.  •.»  MnotniniT  vMiimM  illiiairat**  th«  Ti;  *"  the«lef"ris  whlch  charjicttrlSHCvcry  work  of  num. 

■  the  two  reraainmg  volumes,  lUuslrates  the  Ui-  ^.j,^,  ^  n,,,,,^  ,„,,j^.,,,  „f  contPinpiation !    ilow  iw^rti- 

~     peri^ti<ms  trom  a  survey  of  the  atmosphere,  neat  thAt  qtirstidn  of  t]>e  I'li.ilniist !    He  whitfi.rmid 


I,  water,  earth,  fire,  birds,  beasts,  fishes,  ttu  rye  nhiiUhr  nutrrr  and  He  irhnpUiHttd Oie  enr, 

,.          !       L     •     1      J    u      •     I  1           f     .  sfmtthftvd  h'or?    rhc  lyc  alone  bcini;  a  luacter- 

pbats,  the  physical  and  chemical  law^  of  nature,  ^^^^^  „..,t  f.,r  iTan«ccn.l^  the  haman  un.ler«fan<llni:, 

da  ineeoceivable  smallness  of  the  particles  uf  whnt  aji  cxaltfil  Idtjaninst  we  fiTm  of  Illmwho  has 

^atmw   and  tha  «triirtiire  of  tha  ntArrv  heavens  bentnwwl  this  wouilerful  plft,  ami  that  in  the  hlirhcftt 

■Uler,  and  tne  structure  oi  me  starry  neavcns.  j^rftTtlon.  not  on  man  only,  but  on  the  Unite  crea- 
tion, nay.  on  the  vllr*l  of  InscclH!"    The  French 

*  An  edition  of  Derham's  Phpfleo-Thfoln^,  in  phlli  ixiiiher  nntlMatcKinan  iiei>mstofecl  nshamedof 

le«  vols.  8vo.  (which  is  not  very  genondly  known)  the  least  Hllkuire  lx>twer.n  philtMophy  and  reliijlon, 

VIS  pnlillshed  In  London  in  17M,  which  contains  when  he  Is  lnduco<l  to  dhranl  such  reflections.    He 

aMwfMf  nc/M  iUustratlvc  of  modem  discoveries,  a  seemn  apprchennivc,  as  Dr.  Huntcr'remarks,  th.it  a 

Oiesliuion  of  the  Greek  and  Latin  iiuoiatlonx  of  the  single  drop  of  water  from  Krrlpturo  would  contaml- 

srtftnal  work,  a  Ufe  of  the  author,  and  sixteen  cop-  nate  the  whole  mass  of  philosophy.    We  would  hope 

ennavlnfs,  illustrative  ef  manycurtous  our  British  pbllosopheni  are  not  yet  so  <leeplj  tlno* 

In  tne  animal  and  vegetable  kingUoma.  turedwitbtiMspirtt(rflafldeUl7. 
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and  the  economy  of  (he  universe.  Natural  his-  what  is  supremely  perfect,  finitude  to  infinity, 
tory  has  widely  enlarged  its  boundaries ;  our  what  is  narrow  and  week  to  what  b  unlimited 
▼iewB  of  the  range  of  the  planetary  system  have  and  almighty,  and  what  is  periirfiing  to  what  eo* 
been  extended  ;  the  distant  regions  of  the  starry  dures  for  ever.  Such  who  attend  not  to  so  ouoi- 
firmament  have  been  more  minutely  explored,  feat  indications  of  supreme  wisdom  and  good* 
and  new  objects  of  magnificence  brought  within  ness,  perpetually  appearing  before  them  wherever 
the  reach  of  our  observation.  The  nature  of  they  turn  their  views  or  inquiries,  too  much  re- 
light has  been  more  accurately  investigated,  the  semble  th<M«  ancient  philosophers  who  made 
composition  of  the  aimosjihero  disaivered,  the  JVight^  Matter^  and  Chaotf  the  originaJ  of  all 
properties  of  the  difft^rent  gase.s  ascertained,  the  things."  ^Similar  sentiments  were  ezpreesed  bj 
powers  of  electricity  and  galvanisim  detected,  and  the  late  Professor  Robison,  one  of  the  naoat  pro- 
chemistry — a  science  completely  new  modelled  found  mathematicians  and  philosophers  of  bis 
— has  opened  up  the  secret  springs  of  nature's  age.  «  So  far  from  banishing  the  consideralioQ 
operations,  and  thrown  a  new  light  on  the  econo-  of  final  causes  from  our  discussions,  it  would  look 
my  of  Divine  wisdom  in  the  various  processes  more  like  philosophy,  more  like  the  love  of  true 
which  are  going  on  in  the  material  system.  Is  wisdom,  and  it  would  taste  less  of  an  idle  curi* 
it  not  unaccountable,  then,  that  no  modem  sys-  osity,  were  we  to  multiply  our  research^  in  tboee 
tern  of  Physieo- Theology  f  embracing  the  whole  departments  of  nature  where  final  causes  are  the 
range  of  modem  discoveries,  should  have  pro-  chief  objects^  our  attention — the  structure  and 
ceeded  from  the  pens  of  some  one  or  other  of  our  economy  of  organized  bodies  in  the  animal  and 
most  distinguished  philosophers  ?  Does  this  cir-  vegetable  kingdoms.'* — "It  is  not  ea^  to  ae- 
cumsiance  seem  to  indicate,  that,  since  the  Mrly  count  for  it,  and  perhaps  the  explanation  would 
part  of  the  last  century,  the  piety  of  philosophers  not  be  very  agreeable,  why  many  naturalists  so 
has  been  declining,  and  the  infidel  principles  of  fastidiously  avoid  suc^  views  of  nature  as  tend 
the  continental  school  gaining  the  ascendency  ?  to  lead  the  mind  to  the  thoughts  oT  its  Author. 
Infidelity  and  &talism  very  generally  go  hand  in  We  see  them  even  anxious  to  weaken  everj 
hand.  When  the  truths  of  Revelation  are  once  argument  for  the  appearance  of  design  in  tbe 
discarded,  a  species  of  universal  scepticism,  dif-  construction  and  operations  of  nature.  One 
faring  little  or  nothing  from  atheism,  takes  pos-  would  think,  that,  on  the  contrary,  such  appear* 
session  of  the  mind ;  and  hence  we  find,  that  in  ances  would  be  roost  welcome,  and  thiat  no- 
the  writings  of  such  men  as  Bufibn,  Diderot,  thing  would  bo  more  dreary  and  comfortless  than 
and  La  Place,  there  is  not  the  slightest  reference  the  belief  tliai  chance  or  fate  rules  all  the  events 
to  Final  Causes,  or  to  the  agency  of  an  All-per-  of  nature.^* — Elements  of  Meekameal  Phiimo» 
vading  Mind  that  governs  the  universe.  yhy^  vol.  i.  pp.  681-S.  We  know  not  whether 
That  the  connexion  between  science  and  theo-  such  sentiments  were  inculcated  firom  the  chair 
logy,  we  have  been  recommending,  is  not  a  of  Natural  Philosophy,  which  Dr.  Robison  so 
vague  or  enthusiastic  idea,  appears  from  the  long  occupied,  by  the  distinguished  pbiloeopber 
sentiments  which  have  been  expressed  on  this  who  has  lately  deceased, 
subject  by  the  most  eminent  philosophers.  II.  Besides  the  deductions  of  natural  rdigiottt 
ThnMighout  the  whole  of  the  works  of  the  immor-  to  which  we  have  now  adverted— in  our  scisnti- 
tal  Newton,  we  perceive  a  constant  attention  to  fie  instructions  there  oug^t  to  be  a  reference,  on 
Final  causes,  or  to  the  great  purposes  of  the  every  proper  occasioui  to  the  leading  trutbs  of 
'Deity.  It  was  the  firm  opinion  of  this  philoso-  revelation.  There  are  many  scientific  inipiiren 
pher,  "  that,  as  we  are  everywhere  encountered  ^^dio  would  have  no  objections  occasionally  to  ad- 
in  our  researches  by  powers  and  efiecis,  which  vert  to  final  causes,  and  the  wisdom  of  die  Dei^, 
are  unaccountable  upon  any  principles  of  nsere  who  consider  it  altogether  irrelevant,  in  the  dia> 
mechanism,  or  the  combinations  of  matter  and  cussions  of  science,  to  make  the  slightest  refcr* 
motion,  we  must  for  ever  resort  to  a  Supreme  ence  to  the  facts  and  doctrines  detailed  in  the 
power,  whose  influence  extends  over  all  Nature,  Sacred  Oracles.  The  expediency,  or  tbe  ine 
and  who  accomplishes  the  wisest  and  most  bene-  propriety  of  such  a  practice,  must  depend  on  thn 
volent  ends  by  the  best  possible  means."  Mac-  views  we  take  of  the  nature  of  the  conununicn)» 
laurin,  the  friend  of  Newton,  and  the  conunen-  tions  which  the  Scriptures  contain.  If  the  BiUe 
iator  on  his  Prindfpia,  expresses  the  following  is  acknowledged  as  a  revefofum  frvm  Chd^  its 
sentiments  on  this  subject,  in  his  "  Account  of  truths  must  harmonize  with  the  system  of  namrSy 
Sir  I.  Newton's  Discoveries."  "There  is  — they  roust  throw  a  mutual  lighten  each  otbery— 
nothing  we  meet  with  more  firequently  and  con-  and  the  attributes  of  the  Divinity  th^ 


rtantly  in   Nature,  than    the  traces  of  an  all-  tively  unfold  must  be  in  perfect  accordance ;  and 

pverning  Deity.      And  the  philosopher  who  therefore  it  can  never  be  irrelevant,  when  en* 

overlodcs  these,  contenting  himself  with  the  gaged  in  the  study  of  the  one,  to  refer  for  illoalrn* 

appearances  of  the  material  universe  only,  and  tions  to  the  other.    On  the  contrary,  to  omit  dn- 

tbe  mechanical  laws  of  motion,  neglects  what  is  ing  so,  from  a  fastidious  compliance  with  wbat 

nuMl  ex'wUent ;  and  prefers  what  is  imperfect  to  has  too  long  been  the  establisbed  practice,  wobU 
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h^  a  piece  of  gbrinj;  xncomaiKieacy,  either  ia  rhe  htunan  roin'.l  is  almost  overpowered  with  «uch  a 

I'leol'igUQ  on  the  one  hand,  itr  the  p'ulasoplier  thought.     VVhea  the  mxil  is  filled  with  such  con- 

Ml  th^  other.     We  have  tou  in<K'h  r«-asoii  to  stis-  ceptiuns  of  ihe  extent  of  created  nature,  we  can 

p?cf,  that  the  aqueami^hnesa  of  certain  itcicnrific  scarcely  avoid  excJaiming,  '  Lord,  what  then  ia 

ehvactrrs,    i«    omiitino  ail   rrfcreftceK   to    the  man,  tiiat  tlioii  art  mindrul  of  him''*      Under 

Christian   sj^fem,  ari#tss  either  fro:n  a  secret  such   ini,'irc»isii>ns,  David  shrunk  into  nothing, 

diib^.ief  of  itA  authority,  or  froin  a  diireii^t  of  and  feared  that  hn  should  be  ^rgotten  among  ho 

iTic  ini;hs  and  moral  principles  it  inculcates.  m.-iny  i;reat  objects    of   the  Divine  attention. 

Taking  f*r  granted,  liien,  what  has  never  yet  His  comfort  and  ground  of  relief  from  this  de- 
been  disproved,  that  Christianity  is  a  reVolation  jt*ctin<;  thought  are  remarkable.  '  Bat,'  says  he, 
fro'n  heaveo,  and  recollect iii|;,  tha>  we  live  in  a  *  iliou  hast  made  man  but  *a  little  lower  than 
eounby  where  thl<  religion  is  professed,  it  fiillows,  the  angel!*,  nnd  iiasl  crowned  him  with  glory  and 
as  a  matter  <:€ eoruiatenejf  as  well  as  of  <{tf/y,  that  h<tnunr.'  D.ivid  corrected  himself,  by  calling  to 
all  our  8yeteauofiDstruction,whetherliterary  or  mind  how  lii^h  he  siootJ  in  the  scale  of  God*« 
•deniifie,  whether  in  colleges,  academies,  me-  works.  lie  rcco^zuised  his  own  divine  original, 
ehamc«'  insUuitiom,  or  initiatory  schools,  ought  and  his  alliance  to  the  Author  of  all.  Now, 
to  be  Ibimded  on  the  basis  of  the  Christian  reve-  cheeri-d  and  delighted,  he  cries  out,  '  Lord,  how 
bliaa— that,  in  the  instructions  delivered  in  such  glorious  is  thy  name!*" — EUmenU  of  AC»- 
•eonaaries,  its  leading  diictrines  shotild  be  recog-  ckanieal  Philogopky,  vol.  i.  p.  565. 
nised,  aod  that  no  dispositions  or  conduct  be  Again,  every  proper  opportunity  should  be 
cacoaraged  which  are  inconsistent  with  its  taken  of  illiistratiiit;  the  karmonjf  which  subsists 
noral  principles.  between  the  nystem  of  revelation  and  the  sys- 

Mcre  particidarly,  in  describing  the  processes  teinof  nature— 4)etwccn  the  declarations  of  the 

or  pheoooieaa  of  aature,  an  opportunity  should  inspired  writers  and  the  facts  which  are  found  to 

frequiBlly  be  taken  of  quoting  the   sublime  and  exist  in   the  material  uiuverso.      This  subject 

eaergetic  oeotinients  of  the  inspired  writers,  and  presents  an  ext«*nsivc  field  of  investigation  which 

«/  raferring  to  the  (acts  they  record,  when  they  has  never  yet  been    thoroughly  explored,  and 

are  appropriate,  and  illustrative  of  the  subject  in  whirh  admits  of  the  most  extensive  and  diversi- 

haod.   Tills  wouki  tend  to  connect  the  operations  fi'«d  illustratidaa.     The  facts  of  g'esfo^y — some 

m£  natnre  with  the  agency  of  the  God  of  nature  ;  of  which  were  formerly  set  ia  array  against  tlie 

a»i  would  sho«r  to  the  young,  that  their  instruct-  records  of  revelation — are  now  seen  to  be  corro- 

vr%  felt  a  vt;Derati<Ni  hr  that  Book  which  has  borative  of  the  facts  stated  in  the  Mosaic  his- 

G«i  tir  its  Aaihur,  and  our  present  and  future  tory  ;*  and  in  prf)portion  as  the  system  of  na^ 

happiness  as  the  ereat  object  of  its  revelations,  ture  is  iitinutely  explored,  and  the  physical  sci- 

Why  should  the  Bible  be  almost  the  onlv  book  ences  in  ifc^neral  afiproximate  to  perfection,  the 

fraoi   which  certain  mod*im   philo9ophf;rs  never  more  striking  appears  the  coincidence  between 

cooiescend  to  borrow  a  quotation  ?      They  feel  the  revclatiDiis  of  the  Bible  and  the  revelations 

no  hesitation — nay,   they  somutimes  appear  to  ofNa'ure.     An  1  one  principal  reason  why  this 

priie  ihf-msclves  in  being  able  to  quote   from  coincidence  at  present  does  not  appear  complete, 

Pkato,  Aristotle,  and  Zeno,  or  from  Ovid,  Virgil,  is,  tbnt  the  Scriptures  have  never  yet  been  tho- 

tM  Lncrelius.  They  would  feel  ashamed  to  be  rou^^hly  studied  in   all  their  references,  nor  the 

''QQsidered  as  unacquainted  with  the  wr>rks  of  sviftum  of  the  material  wurld  thoroughly  explored. 

Bar-JO,   Galileo,    Netvton,    H-iltey,  HnyeenSf  The  facts  of  nuxlem  science,  of  which  many  of 

B«rscovich,  Black,  Robison,  BuS(fn,orLaPlac^,  our  commentators  were  ignorant,  have*  seldom 

and   unable  to  qi Kite  an.  illustrative  sentin>eiit  been  bruu};ht  to  bear  upon  the  elucidation  of  the 

£wii  their  writings ;  but  they  seem  to  fuel,  as  if  it  inspired  writings,  and  the  sentiments  of  the  sa- 

w4uU  lestten  the  di;vnity  of  science  to  borrow  cred  writers  have  seldom  been  illustrated  by  an 

an  itIusCration   of  a    scientific   position   from  appeal  to  the  discoveries  of  science. — The  views 

Moses  or  Isaiah,  and  to  consider  it  as  in  nowise  which  the  system  of  nature  exhibits  of  the  plan 

disrespectful  to  appear  ignorant  of  the  contents  and  principles  of  the  divine  government,  the 

of  the  Sacred  Volume.    Such  were  not  the  sen-  reasons  of  the    operation  of  those  destructive 

tiflMnts  and  feelings  of  the  philosophers  to  whose  agents  which  frequently  exert  thrir  energy  with- 

works  I  kttely    referred,   which  abound    with  in  the  bounds  of  our  sublunary  system,  and  the 

■any  beautiful  and  appropriate  sentiments  from  connexion  which  subsists  between  pkyacal  and 

iba  inapired  writings.     Such  were  not  the  feel>  moral  evil,  might  also  form  occasional  subjects 

iagsof  the  celebrated  EnUr^  whose  accomplish-  of  investigation ;  as  they  are  all  deeply  interest- 

aseolB  ia  science  were  admired  by  all  the  philoso-  ing  to  man  considered  as  a  moral  agent,  and  as 

phsss  of  Europe ;  nor  were  stKh  the  feelings  of  the  subject  of  the  moral  adminurtratioo  of  the 

iho  late  Dr.  Robison,  who  was  scarcely  his  info  Grovemor  of  the  Universe. 
rkr.    When  describing  the  numerous  nAnda  in 

the  Sm^  r?^;^, «»»«  ^•'^r*'  ^*»  *^"?lS"  t  POT  mnstratlons^^ils  position,  sea  Dr.  XSnf 

with  tlM  foUowiog  reflecUoo  :-^*  The  CMon*  Parkinson^  Organic  Mamlm,  *o. 
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In  the  next  i>Iace,  we  hold  it  as  t  matter  of  tribute  of  adoratfon,  are  dictates  of  natural  u 
particular  importance,  that  the  inHtructinns  of  wdl  as  uf  n-vculfd  reii;<ion.  and  that  a  deist,  were 
science  be  conducted  in  such  a  manner  an  lo  he  to  uct  in  consistem-y  with  his  avowed  prioci- 
roake  a  moral  impremon  upon  the  heart.  An  pies,  would  cn|:iigc  in  daily  prayer  to  tbr  Grtrnt 
objection  has  fro(|uently  been  raised  by  reii::iouK  Author  of  hisexistmre.  It  is  cxpies5ly  enjoined 
people  against  iho  study  of  ffi;ience,  (rom  its  ten-  in  the  Scriptures,  '*  In  all  ihy  ways  acknowledge 
dency  lo  produce  a  spirit  of  intellectual  |»ride  ;  God,  and  he  shall  direct  thy  strp8  ;**  and  it  is  de- 
and  it  can  scarcely  be  denied  that  there  is  some  clartrd  tu  be  v-ne  of  the  characteristics  of  the  wick* 
ground  for  the  objection,  when  the  pursuiiM  of  ed  ntan,  "  tl-at  Gotl  is  not  in  all  his  thoughts," 
general  knowledge  are  entirely  separated  from  and  that,  "  thruu;;h  the  pride  of  his  countenance 
religion.  But  the  objects  of  science,  toAen  j>ro-  ho  will  not  call  U|M>n  God."  If  we  firmly  believe 
perly  eshibitedf  and  acoompanitd  with  apprnpriiUe  there  is  a  God,  wo  must  al^i  believe  tlAihe  if 
r^/UcHom,  have  a  very  different  tendency.  When  present  in  all  places,  and  privy  to  all  ourthoiights, 
we  consider  the  numberless  multitu({es  of  beings  that  all  our  circumstances  and  wanta  are  open  to 
which  exist  in  the  universe,  and  the  immense  his  Omniscient  eye,  and  tliat  "  be  is  able  to  do 
variety  of  processes  incessantly  going  forward  fur  us  above  all  that  we  can  ask  or  think.*  Al- 
ia every  department  of  nature ;  when  we  con-  though  we  are  ignorant  of  the  precise  physical 
eider  the  infinite  wisdom  and  intelligence,  far  connexion  between  prayer  and  the  bestownent 
surpassing  human  comprehension,  which  they  of  a  favour  by  God,  yet  we  ought  to  engage  is 
display ;  when  we  consider  the  immense  magni-  this  duty,  because  it  is  accordant  with  the  idea  of 
tude  and  extent  of  the  universal  system  of  creai  ed  a  Supremo  Being  on  whom  we  are  every  moineBt 
beingSi  aixl  the  probal>ility  that  man  stands  near  dependent,  and  has  therefore  been  acknowledged 
the  lower  part  of  the  scale  of  rational  existence,  by  the  untaught  barbarian,  as  well  as  by  the  en- 
and  is  only  like  an  atom  in  the  immensity  of  lightened  Christian  ;  because  it  is  positively  en- 
creation, — we  perceive  the  most  powerful  mo-  joined;  because  there  is  a  connexion  establi^ed 
tives  (or  ftumility  and  self-abasement.  When  by  the  Creator  between  asking  and  reedmng; 
we  consider  the  benevolent  arrangements  in  the  because  it  tends  to  fix  our  thoughts  on  the  Omni- 
elements  around  us,  and  in  the  structure  and  presence  of  the  Divine  Mind,  to  iotpress  our 
functions  of  loimated  beings,  and  the  provision  hearts  with  a  sense  of  the  blessings  of  which  we 
made  for  their  subsistence,  it  has  a  natural  ten-  stand  in  need,  and  lo  excite  earnest  desires  after 
dency  to  inspire  the  heart  with  gratitude  and  an>  them ;  and,  because  it  is  one  way  in  which  we 
fectioQ  towards  Him  from  whom  all  our  comforts  may  hold  a  direct  interconrso  with  our  Creator. 
flow.  And  when  we  reflect  on  the  grandeur  of  I  would  not  euvy  the  Christian  feelings  of  that 
the  Deity  as  displayed  in  the  magnificence  of  man  who  can  habitually  engage  in  literary  com- 
his  empire,  and  in  his  incessant  agency  through-  positions  or  scientific  dbcussions,  withoot  ao- 
out  all  its  provinces,  should  it  not  in«pire  us  knowledging  his  Maker,  and  imploring  his  direc- 
with  reverence  and  adoration,  and  with  a  lively  tion  and  assistance.  Religion  degenerates  into 
hope,  that  a  period  will  arrive  when  wn  shall  something  approaching  to  a  mere  inanity,  when 
behold  the  wonders  and  glories  of  his  creation  its  spirit  and  principles  are  not  carried  intoeveiy 
more  dearly  unfolded  ?  Such  sentiments  and  department  of  human  life  and  society,  nor  its  re- 
emotions,  the  works  of  God,  when  rightly  con-  quisitions  attended  to  in  every  seen/or  business  ill 
templated,  are  fitted  to  produce ;  and  to  overlook  which  we  engage.  Till  the  principles  of  Ohris- 
them  b  our  instruction  to  the  young,  is  to  de-  tianity  be  miule  to  bear  in  all  their  force  on  every 
prive  them  of  some  of  the  purest  erijoyments,  department  of  human  actions,  and  especially  OB 
and  some  of  the  greatest  advantages,  which  flow  the  business  of  education,  we  can  scarcdy  ei^ 
from  scientific  knowledge.  When  their  minds  pect,  that  its  benign  tendency  will  be  generallj 
are  deeply  impressed  with  such  emotions,  they  appreciated,  or  that  society  will  reap  all  tfaebe- 
are  in  some  measure  prepared  for  listening  with  nefits  which  it  is  calculated  to  impart, 
reverence  to  the  declarations  of  the  inspired  There  are,  however,  certain  descriptiont  of 
volume,  and  for  perceiving  the  force  and  subli-  literary  characters,  who,  although  they  consider 
mi^  of  the  description  it  gives  <£  the  character  it  expedient  to  pay  an  occasional  compliinent  to 
of  God.  Christianity,  would  consider  such  remarict  as 

It  would  perhaps  excite  a  smile  of  contempt  bordering  on  superstition  or  fanaticism.    Wbea 

in  some,  who  would  spurn  at  the  idea  of  being  we  talk  to  them  about  the  Christian  revdatioi, 

ranked  in  the  class  ofinfidels,  were  I  to  insinuate,  in  general  terms,  they  do  not  choose  to  say  wtj 

that  our  scientific  meetings  and  lectures  should  thing  directly  against  its  exoelleoce  or  diriaea** 

be  opened  with  prayer,  and  adoration  of  the  Di-  thority  ;  but  if  we  descend  into  particalars,  anl 

vine  Being.    It  might  indeed  admit  of  a  doubt,  expatiate  on  any  of  iu  fundamental  doctrinea,  er 

whether  it  would  be  expedient  to  attempt  such  a  attempt  to  reduce  to  practice  its  bdy  reqoisitioBa, 

practice  m  tht  prsssnl  Mate  ^  todefy.    But  I  we  are  frequently  met  with  a  cootemptnous  near, 

mn  DO  hesitation  in  affirming,  that,  to  acknovr-  or  a  cry  of  enthusiasm,  and  sometimes  with  an 

ladlge  God  in  di  ow  porraits,  and  to  pay  Him  m  Imrangtw  against  the  foJBies  of  Metiiodiim,  eraf 
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id  MtMioaAry  SkidetMs.  We  are  thus  a  syatero  ofhypocrMy,  Buflbn  kept  a  father  con- 
fer, with  loaie  degree  ofreaaon,  that  such  fessur  almoet  confiantly  with  him,  to  whom  he 
n  have  no  impressive  belief  of  the  Di-  was  in  the  habit  of  oon/>Min;,  in  the  same  apart- 
{inof  the  Christian  sjratem  ;  and  it  would  roe ot  where  he  liad  developed  the  Prindptea  qf 
I  more  honourable  and  consistent,  at  once  MatericUUmf  which,  according  to  his  system,  was 
their  in6delity,  than  to  put  on  the  mask  an  abnegation  of  immortality.  He  also  regularly 
nulatioo  and  hypocrisy.  No  individual  attended  mass  on  Sundays,  unless  prevented  by 
>  be  subjected  to  any  civil  penalties  on  indisposition,  and  communicated  in  the  Chapel 
of  the  opinions  he  holds,  as  for  these  he  of  the  Glory^  every  Whitsuntide.  Though  he 
salable  only  to  bis  Maker ;  nor  shoukl  heartily  despised  his  priestly  confessor,  he  flat- 
liuoa  be  attempted  to  be  extirpated  by  any  tered  and  cajoled  him  with  pompous  promises, 
sapoBS  than  the  strength  of  reason  and  and  condescending  attentions.  *'  I  have  seen 
e  (if  arguments.  But,  at  the  same  time,  this  priest  (says  Sechelles,)  in  the  absence  of  the 
lisite,  that  society  should  know  the  lead-  domestics,  hand  over  a  towel  to  the  count,  set  the 
dplesofany  one  who  proposes  himself  as  dining  table  before  him,  and  perform  such-like 
:  iBStmeter  of  his  fellow-men,  in  order  menial  services.  BuSbn  rewards  these  atteo- 
r  may  jildge  whether  it  wouki  be  proper  tions  with,  /  thank  you  my  dear  ehild.**  Sudi 
their  relatives  uniler  the  instructions  of  was  the  habitual  hypocrisy  of  this  philosopher ; 
o  aught  eith«r  overlook  Christianity  al-  and,  said  he,  *'  it  has  been  observed  by  me  in  aU 
,  or  •ecasiooally  throw  out  insinuations  my  writings  :  I  have  published  the  one  after  the 
it.  To  act  the  hypocrito,  to  profess  a  other  in  such  a  manner,  that  men  of  vulgar  capa- 
respect  for  the  Christian  religion,  while  cities  should  not  be  able  to  trace  the  chain  of  my 
nf^  of  infidelity  are  fixed  in  the  mind,  thoughts."  His  intolerable  vamty  and  pompo- 
inied  with  a  secret  wish  to  undermine  its  sity,  his  breach  of  promises,  the  grpssness  of  his 
DOS,  is  mtan  and  eontempttUe^  unworthy  conversation,  and  his  numerous  amours  and  in- 
Ban  who  wishes  to  be  designated  by  the  trigues,  were  in  perfect  correspondence  with  such 
ihilosoiAer.  Yet  such  hypocrisy  is  not  principled,  and  the  natural  result  of  them.  **  Hi* 
oomnoa ;  it  was  particularly  displayed  pleasantries  (says  Sechelles)  were  so  void  of  de- 
eeptical  philosophers  on  the  continent,  licacy,  that  the  females  were  obliged  to  quit  the 
the  French  revolution,  and  avowed  to  room.""*  What  a  scene  of  moral  anarchy  would 
at  »«*Tffw**  associates.  be  introduced,  were  such  principles  to  be  trai- 
n,  the  natural  historian,  who  appears  to  vorsally  inculcated  and  acted  upon  in  soci^ 
en  an  atheist,  was  also,  according  to  his  ty!  All  confidence  between  man  and  man 
Cession,  a  consumma'e  hypocrite.  In  a  would  be  shaken,  and  the  foundations  of  the  so- 
ition  with  Jtf.  HerauU  SecheUes^  in  1765,  ciol  system  undermined  and  destroyed.  Yet 
lu-  years  before  his  death,  and  when  he  such  was  the  morality  which  almost  universally 
le  seventy-eighth  year  of  his  age,  he  de-  prevailed  among  the  continental  philosophers,  in 
'  In  my  writings  I  have  always  s[>oken  of  ccHisequenoe  of  the  sceptical  and  atheistical  prin- 
ar;  but  it  is  easy  to  efface  that  word,  and  ciples  tiiey  had  imbibed.  Truth,  sincerity,  mo- 
«  in  its  place,  the  pmoers  of  nature^  desty,  humility,  and  moral  obligation,  formed  no 
tnsist  in  the  two  grand  laws  of  attraction  part  of  the  code  of  their  morality ;  and  such,  in 
vision.  When  the  Sarbonne*  become  all  probability,  would  soon  be  the  result  in  our 
Mne  to  me,  I  never  scruple  to  give  them  own  country,  were  the  pursuits  of  science  and  phi- 
stisfaction  they  require.  It  is  but  a  losophy  to  be  completely  dissevered  from  reli- 
nd  men  are  foolish  enough  to  be  content-  gion. 

it.  Upon  this  account,  if  I  were  ill,  and  In  the  last  place,  there  are  several  topics  con- 
y  eiul  approaching,  I  should  not  hesita'e  pected  with  religion,  which  might  occasionally 
'e  the  sacrament.  Hdvethii  was  my  in-  be  made  the  subjects  of  discussion  in  scientific 
riend,  and  has  frequently  visited  me  at  associations :  such,  for  example,  are  the  eviden- 
rt.  I  have  repeatedly  ad  visod  him  to  ces  and  importance  of  the  Christian  Revelation— 
ilar  discretion  ;  and,  had  ho  followed  my  the  physical  and  moral  facts  to  which  it  occasion- 
he  would  have  been  much  happier."  ally  adverts — the  attributes  of  the  Divinity — the 
rst  work  (continued  he)  appeared  at  the  general  principles  of  moral  action — the  laws 
oe  with  IJ E»prit  d€»  LmM.  Montesquieu  which  the  Creator  has  promulgated  for  preserv- 
self  were  tormented  by  the  Sorbonne.  ing  the  order  of  the  intelligent  system,  and  the 
sident  was  violent.  '  JVhat  have  you  foundation  on  which  they  rest — the  evidences  for 
rforyouraelfT*  sajrs  he  to  me,  in  an  angry  the  immortality  of  the  soul,  and  the  eternal  desti- 
Nothrng  at  cdl*  was  my  answer,  and  he  ny  of  man.  These,  and  similar  topics  might,  on 
!nced  and  perfectly  thunderstruck  at  my 

oce."    In  perfect  accordance  with  sudi  '  See  an  account  of  some  particulars  In  the  private 

'^  life  of  Buffon,  by  M.Seeheues,  one  of  his  admirers, 

!n  the  Monthly  Mai^aalne  for/uly  17f7,  supplemeii- 

'  Tbe itooltj of  l^eotogy  at  Pwii^  UryNo.  yoLS, pp.  49»-Mi.    ; 
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ccrrjin  occasions,  become  suhjecto  of  investiga-  most,  tlihoufih  T  were  to  prosecute  mj 

lion,  as  ihey  can  be  illustntted  without  entering  on  ei  at  far  as  the  most  distinguished 

the  arena  of  iheological  conlmversy,  or  descend-  have  ever  advanced  ;  and  I  must  quit  the  field 

ing  within  ilie  hmits  of  occtnrian  njunions.     I  do  of  invK^tigaiion  before  the  ten  thousandth  part  flf 

not  WATf  10  (t&3',  that  they  should  be  diRCussed  it  is  half  explored.     Had  I  a  prospect  ofenlarf- 

a'XorJin^tothe  method  of  Ptn-eusic  disputations,  ing  my  faculties  and  resuming  my  researches  m 

by  opposite  parties  taking  different  sides  of  a  a  future  fitate  of  being,  I  might  engage  in  then 

qiie!(iifHi — a  mode  of  communicating  knowledge,  with  some  degree  of  inleri'St  and  Tigour ;  but  to 

the  tend«rtricy  of  which  is  very  questionable— but  one  who  is  uncertain  whether  his  ooonezioa  with 

that  certain  positions  in  reference  to  them  should  the  intelligent  universe  shall  be  continued  for 

be  proved  and  illustrated,  in  a  direct  manner,  in  another  day,  it  appears  quite  preposterous}  mi 

the  form  of  exsays,  lectures,  or  oral  instructions,  tends  to  deprive  me  of  many  sensitive  gratificif> 

The  tepics  n<»w  specified,  and  those  which  are  tions  which  I  find  essential  to  my  present  enjof> 

intimately  related  to   them,  are  subjects  of  the  menu"    What  is  afErmed  of  happiness,  in  g^ 

deepest  interest  and  importance  lo  every  indivi*  neral,  may  be  applied  to  knowledge,  ons  of  ki 

dual  of  the  human  race ;  and,  therefore,  no  valid  ingredients,  that  the  expectation  of  itsfwmianaiqf 

reason  can  be  assigned  why  such  subjects  should  is  indispensably  requisite  to  its  perfection.    It 

not  be  r»ccasionally  elucidated  in  literary  and  is  the  prospect  of  science  being  prosecuted  in  t 

scientific  seminarie;*,  if  it  be  one  object  of  such  future  world  and  carried  to  perfection,  that  eoB- 

institstions  to  promote  the  happine8s--HUKl  what  fers  a  dignity  on  its  objects,  and  forms  the  most 

is  essentially  requisite  to  it — the  moral  improve-  powerful  motive  to  engage  in  its  pursuits ;  and, 

■Bent  of  mankind.  in  this  point  of  view,  it  may  be  considered  as 

For  example,  is  it  not  in  the  highest  degree  forming  a  part  of  that  training  which  is  requisite 

important  to  every  human  being,  that  he  should  to  prepare  us  for  the  activities,  the  oontempln- 

be  convinced  of  his  immortal  destiny,  and  have  tions,  and  enjoyments  of  that  higher  sphere  of 

his  mind  impressed  with  the  realities  of  a  future  existence.    But  where  no  such  hopes  are  iodul^ 

world — that  lie  should  ascertain  whether,  at  death,  ed,  intellectual  pursuits  are  deprived  of  iheir 

he  is  to  be  reduced  for  ever  into  the  sanra  sittui-  chief  excellence  and  importance,  and  the  best  aP 

tion  as  the  clods  of  the  valley,  or  transported  to  fectiona  of  the  heart  of  their  sublimest  objects  and 

a  more  expansive  sphere  of  existence  ?    Take  nuMt  exalted  pleatiures  ;  and  the  more  die  powers 

away  from  man  the  prospect  of  immortality,  and  of  the  mind  Wve  been  exercised  and  improved, 

you  throw  a  veil  of  darlmess  and  mystery  over  and  the  more  it  feels  itsclfpreparedfcrassriesoT 

all  the  scenes  of  creation ;  you  reduce  the  moral  rational  enjoyvtents,  the  more  chagrined  and  dis- 

world  to  a  scene  of  confusion,  and  involve  the  appointed  must  it  feel  when  years  roll  away  and 

ways  of  Proyidence  in  a  dark  inextricable  maze ;  it  approaches  the  point  where  it  is  to  sink  into 

you  inwrap  the  character  of  the  Deity  in  awfiil  eternal  oblivion.     Without  the  hopes  of  admis> 

obscurity,  and  terminate  every  prospect  of  b»>  sion  to  future  sources  of  enjoyment,  at  the  hour 

coming  more  fully  acquainted  with  the  roagnifi-  of  dissolution,  we  may  assume  an  air  of  oompo- 

cence  of  the  universe ;  you  reduce  man  to  an  sure,  because  we  are  unable  lo  resist,  or  an  air 

emgma— to  the  roost  inexplicable  phenomenon  of  fortitude  from  the  last  efforts  of  pride ;  bat, 

in  creation,  and  luanihilate  the  strongest  motives  in  point  of  fiu;t,  we  can  await  the  eatioctioo  of 

to  the  practice  of  virtue.    But  this  is  not  all,  you  our  being  only  with  a  mournful  and  melancholy 

remove  the  most  powierful  motives  to  the  pursuit  gloom. 

of  scientific  knowledge;  for,  in  this  case,  you         This  representation  has  freqticntly  been  realia- 

confine  its  beneficial  results  merely  to  the  prooio-  ed,  in  the  case  of  men  of  cultivated  minds,  who 

tion  of  the  ctHnforts  and  conveniencies  of  the  pre-  had  thrown  aside  the  obligations  c^  religion  nod 

sent  transitory  life ;  and  the  discoveries  of  the  the  idea  of  a  future  worM,  when  they  approadied 

order  and  extent  of  the  universe  it  tmfiilds,  and  the  c<Mifines  of  the  tomb, — of  which  the  fbllowinf 

the  speculations  to  which  they  lead,  tend  only  to  instances  may  suffice :  Kbftotre,  when  approncb- 

bewilder  and  perplex  the  mind,  %vfaon  it  is  cut  off  ing  his  dissolution,  k>oked  back  upon  protracted 

from  all  hopes  of  prosecuting  its  inquiries  beyond  years  with  remorse,  and  forward  with  dtnmy. 

the  grave,  and  of  behokling  the  mysterious  scenes  He  wished  for  annihilation^  through  the  dread  cf 

of  creation  more  fully  displayed.       On  this  something  worse.    He  attempted  to  unbordea 

ground,  a  man  who  is  exhorted  to  cultivate  an  his  troubled  mind  by  confessing  to  a  priest ;  and 

acquaintance  with  science,  might,  with  some  he  placed  his  hopes  of  peace  with  heaven,  iiina 

rvason,  exclaim,  <*  Of  what  avail  is  it,  to  spend  eager  conformity  to  those  rituob  which  he  iness  - 

anxious  days  and  sleepless  nights,  in  acquiring  syilly  treated  with  contempt.    In  a  prerioiis  kn 

scientific  knowledge,  when  it  may  be  all  lost  be-  disposition,  he  insisted  upon  sending  for  a  prisst, 

fore  to-morrovt^s  dawn,  or,  at  the  farthest,  after  contrary  to  the  warmest  remonstranoss  of  Ul 

the  lapse  of  a  few  abort  years,  when  my  intel-  firieads  and  attendants.    On  recovery,  ho  wta 

laetnal  fteultiss  shaU  be  annihilated?    lean  ashamed  of  his  conduct,  and  ridicoled  his  ««■ 

require  httt  t4sw  tcattsrsd  6a§nMBtt  4f  it  «(  posilbiilBl^.    This  pnaUHiiaity, 
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^MB  m  ralapM ;  and  ba  had  again  ra«  mortgage  part  of  bis  ettate,  he  thus  expresses 

to  tbs  miserabla  remedy.    He  acknow-  himself:  "  I  regret  that  I  had  not  embraced  the 

Udgsd  to  Ar.  I^nmckm,  his  physician,  the  ago-  lucrative   pursuits  of  the  law  or  of  trade,  the 

Diss  of  bis  niod,  and  earnestly  entreated  him  to  chances  of  civil  office  or  India  adventure,  or  even 

fnean  for  bis  peniial  a  treatiso  written  against  the  fat  tlumben  of  the  churdL**    Such  is  too 

UmitBnmbf^  jMhm  pmmahmaU.    These  facts  frequently  the  morality  displayed   by  infidels, 

iiwe  cosmunicaied  to  Dr.  Cogan,  by  a  gentle*  and  there  is  reason  to  suspect  that  the  church  is 

■aa  bigUy  rsspected  in  the  philosophical  world,  not  altogether  purged  of  them  even  in  the  pre- 

wiwrseeired  them  directly  from  i^.  TVoneUfi;  sent  day.    That  Gibt>on*8  principles  were  not 

ttd  ibsy  OQQcur  with  many  others,  in  denioiH  sufficient  to  support  his  mind  in  the  prospect  of 

Kiating  ^  impossibility  of  enjoying  permanent  dissolution,  appears  from  many  expressions  in 

tikkf  without  the  hopes  and  oooaolations  of  the  collection  of  hii  letters  published  by  Lord 

fdigioBk    M.  Sochdles,  to  whose  narrative  I  Sheffield,  in  which  are  to  be  traced  many  in- 

kteJy  nfsrred,  relates,  thiat,  in  one  of  his  oonver-  stances  of  the  high  value  which  he  placed  upon 

■tioaB  with  Bm^an,  the  Count  declared,  <*  I  existence,  and  of  the  regret  with  which  he  per- 

kfs  le  lire  two  or  tlu^o  years  longer,  to  indulge  ceived  hii  years  to  be  rapidly  paning  away. 

■y  hdhll  of  working  in  literary  avocations.    I  His  letter  on  the  death  of  Mrs.  Poscn,  bears 

tm  not  afraid  of  death,  and  am  consoled  by  the  every  muk  of  the  despondent  state  of  bis  mind 

ihoagbly  that  ay  name  will  never  die.    I  feel  at  the  idea,  that,  "ailie  now  loetj  ftnatty^  hre- 

■vsdf  ftiDy  recompensed  for  all  my  labours,  by  coverahly  toet !"    He  adds,  "I  will  agree  with 

ibtrespaet  which  Enrope  baa  paid  to  my  talents,  my  lady,  that  the  immortalitjf  of  the  mul  is,  ai 

aad  by  the  flattering  letters  1  have  received  from  tome  tiwut,  a  very  eomfortabU  doctrine.**    The 

fcs  anat  exalted  Mrsooages.**    Such  were  the  announcement  of  his  death,  in  the  public  prints, 

mawlifions  whkai  this  philosopher  enjoyed  m  in  January  1794,  was  accompanied  with  this 

iIm  pros|iect  of  the  extinction  of  his  being.    His  remark,  "  He  left  this  worid  in  gloomy  despoo- 

seat  wouU  $09  when  be  himself  was  for  ever  dency,  without  those  hopes  and  consolations 

Uolted  oat  from  that  creation  which  it  was  the  which  cheer  the  Christian  in  the  prospects  of 

flgeci  of  his  writings  to  describe !     But,  that  immortality.*' — Dr.  A.  Smith,  in  the  account  he 

Ui  nund  was  not  altogeth«r  reconciled  to  the  gives  of  the  last  illness  of  Hume,  the  historian, 

On.  of  ainking  into  eternal  oblivion,  may  be  iiH  seems  to  triumph  in  the  fortitude  which  be  ma- 

ferred  from  another  anecdote,  related  by  the  nifested  in  the  prospect  of  his  dissolution,  and  he 

nnie  gentleman.    "  One  evening  I  read  to  BuT-  adduces  a  playfulness  of  expression  as  an  ovi- 

fca  the  verses  of  Thomat  on  the  immortality  of  dence  of  it,  in  his  jocular  allusion  to  Charon 

tbr  nal.    He  smiled.    *Par  dieu*   says  he,  and  his  boat.    But,  as  E>r.  Cogan,  in  his  treatise 

'  nRgion  would  be  a  v^AuAle  gift  if  all  tliie  were  on  the  passions,  very  prc^rly  remarks,"  A  mo- 

bm.***  This  remark  evidently  implied,  that  the  ment  of  vivacity,  upon  the  visit  of  a  friend,  will 

mtem  he  had  adopted  was  not  calculated  to  pre-  not  conduct  us  to  the  recesses  of  the  heart,  or 

•cat  10  cheerful  a  prospect  of' futurity  as  the  discover  its  feelings  in  the  hours  of  solitude.** 

tjiiem  of  Revelation.  It  is,  indeed,  altogether  unnatural  for  a  man  who 

Gibbon,  the  celebrated  historian  of  the  Rise  set  so  high  a  value  upon  his  literary  reputation, 

ud  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire,  had  his  mind  and  certainly  very  unsuitable  to  the  momentous 

etriy  tinctured  with  the  principles  of  infidelity ;  occasion,  to  indulge  in  such  childish  pleasantries, 

ud  his  historical  writings  are  distinguished  by  as  Hume  is  represented  to  have  done,  at  the 

■Sfsval  insidious  attacks  on  Christianity,  by  uih  monflsnt  when  he  considered  himself  as  just  about 

&ir  tnd  unmanly  sneers  at  the  religion  of  his  to  be  launched  intonon-existence;  and,  therefore, 

eoostrf ,  and  by  the  loose  and  disrespectful  man-  we  have  some  reason  to  suspect,  that  his  appa> 

seris  which  he  mentions  many  points  of  morali-  rent  tranquillity  was  partly  the  effect  of  vanity 

lyreiarded  as  important,  even  on  the  principles  and  affectation.    He  has  confsised,  says  Dr. 

if  satnral  religion.    Such  appears  to  have  been  Cogan,  in  the  most  explicit  terms,  that  his  prin- 

hif  eagerness  in  this  cause,  that  he  stooped  to  ciples  were  not  caknilated  to  administer  coosola- 

tlM  Bost  despicable  pun,  or  to  the  most  awkward  tion  to  a  thinking  mind.    This  appears  from  the 

pemrsion  df  language,  for  the  pleasure  of  turn-  following  passage  in  his  treatise  on  Human 

isf  the  Scripture  into  ribaklry,  or  calling  Jesus  Nature.      **  I  am  affrighted    and   confounded 

•a  iaiposlor.    Yet  he  appears  to  have  been  ac-  with  that  forlorn  solitude  in  which  I  am  placed 

Hated  by  the  same  spirit  of  hypocrisy  which  by  my  philosophy.    When  I  look  abroad,  I  fbre- 

diitiagui^ed  Buffon  and  his  philosophiral  asso-  see,  on  every  side,  dispute,  contradiction,  and 

ctates;  for,  notwithstanding    his   aversion  to  distraction.    When  I  turn  my  eye  inward,  I  find 

Chrisdaaity,  he  would  have  felt  no  scniple  in  nothing  but  doubt  and  ignorance.    Where  am  I, 

>iOQep(ing  an  office  in  the  ehitreh,  provided  it  had  or  what  ?    From  what  causes  do  I  derive  my 

''QMnbuted  to  his  pecuniary  interests.    On  the  existence,  and  to  what  condition  shall  I  return? 

^ecuion  of  his  father  having  been  obliged  to  I  am  confounded  with  these  questions,  and  be- 
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gin  to  fancy  myself  in  the  most  deplorable  condi-     was  at  no  great  distance,  he  desiredthat  i 

lion   imaginable,   environe(k  with  ibe   deepest  might  be  brought,  and  the  Cure  de  St.  S 

darkness.*'*  was  introduced  to  him.    He  saw  this  ecc 

Diderot  J  one  oTtho  French  philosophists,  was  tic  several  times,  and  was  preparing  to  c 

a  man   of  very  considerable  acquirements  in  puUic  recantatioo  of  his  errors,  but  Coc 

literature  and  in  the  physical  sciences.    The  and  the  other  adepts  now  crowded  abou 

finit  publication  by  which  he  attracted  public  persuaded  him  that  his  case  was  not  dan^ 

notice,  was  a  votumo  written  against  the  Chris-  and  that  country  air  would  restore  him  to  1 

tian  religion,   entitled  Peruies  Pfuloaoph^ea.  For  some   time  ho  resisttnl  their  attem 

Afterwards,    in  company   with   VoUaire    and  bring  him  bock  to  atheism,  but  they  seo-et 

D'Alembert,  he  conducted  the  publication  of  tlie  ried  him  to  the  country,  where  he  died, 

Dictionnaire  Encyelopidique,  the  secret  object  of  report  was  spread  that  he  died  suddenly  c 

which  was  to  sap  the  foundations  of  all  religion,  ing  from  the  table,  without  remorse,  an 

while  the  reader,  at  the  same  time,  was  presents  his  atheism  unshaken. 

ed  with  the  most  splendid  articles  on  the  Belles         Such  are  th«  native  effects  of  the  high 

Lettros,  mathematics,  and  the  different  branches  tellectual  accomplishments,  and  the  most  bi 

of  physical  science.    Whilst  a  weak  divine,  to  acquirements  in  science,  when  unaoo>m 

whom  the  theological  department  d*  the  work  with  the  spirit  of  true  religion  and  ofCh 

was  committed,  was  supporting,  by  the  best  morality.    They  cannot  improve  the  mora 

arguments  he  oould  devise,  the  religion  of  his  of  society ;  they  cannot  procure  for  their  p< 

country,  Diderot  and  lyAlembert  were  overturn-  ors  substantial  enjoyment,  even  in  the  \ 

ing  those  arguments  under  titles  which  property  life,  and  they  are  altogether  •  inadequate  t 

allowed  of  no  such  disquisitioos  ;  and  that  the  port  and  tranquillize  the  soul  in  the  pros| 

object  of  these  digressions  might  not  pass  uniio-  the  agonies  of  dissolving  nature.    Notwitl 

ticed  by  any  class  of  readers,  care  was  taken  to  ing  the  rational  gratifications  such  person 

reier  to  them  from  the  articles  w^uire  the  ques-  have  occasionally  enjoyed  in  phikMophica 

tioa  was  discussed  by  the  Avine.    Here  was  an  suits,  they  must  be  obliged  to  confess,  the 

■eam|ile  of  that  hypocriaif  to  which  I  have  alrea-  have  acquired  no  equivalent  for  thoee  joys 

dj  adverted,  as  characteristic  of  the  sect  of  frequently  animate  the  hearts  of  the  most 

infidel  philosophers ;  and  the  following  anecdote  rate,  who  are  sometimes  enabled  to  look  ft 

is  illostrative  of  similar  disingenaity,  coupled  to  the  king  of  terrors  without  dismay,  and 

with  almost  unparalleled  impiuience.     In  the  put  in  peace  with  hopes  full  of  immorta 

^ottrse  of  his  conrespondenoe  with  the  late  Em-  when  the  philosophist  is  obliged  to  exclaim 

press  of  Russia,  Diderot  mentioned  his  own  li-  is  now  lost,  finally  and  irrecoverably  lost." 

brary,  as  one  of  the  most  valuable  in  Europe,  such  is  the  tendency  of  the  principles  whi« 

although  it  is  supposed  not  to  have  contained  now  in  operation  in  our  literary  and  sci 

above   a  hundred  volumes.    When  Catharine  seminaries,  and  such  the  result  to  which  w* 

wanted  to  purchase  it  and  make  him  librarian,  he  ultimately  look  forward,  riiould  the  princi 

said,  that  his  constitution  oould  not  support  the  religion  be  discarded  from  the  pursuits  of 

GoM  climate  of  Petersburgh.    She  offered  to  let  Mge. 

him  keep  it  during  his  lifetime  at  Paris ;  and  the        It  is  therefore  to  be  hoped,  that  all  whd 

library  was  sold  for  an  immense  price.     When  &  sincere  regard  for  the  promotion  of  scieo 

her  ambassador  wanted  to  see  it,  after  a  year  or  the  interests  of  religion,  and  for  the  well 

two's  payments,  and  the  visitation  could  no  long-  their  country,  will  devote  a  portion  of  theii 

er  be  put  off,  he  was  obliged  to  run  in  a  hurry,  tion  to  this  important  subject,  and  set  thei 

through  all  the  booksellers*  shops  in  Germany,  in  opposition  to  the  spirit  of  that  sceptical 

to  fill  his  empty  shelves  with  old  volumes.    It  sophy  which  has  so  long  debased  and  demoi 

was  customary  lor  Diderot  and  D'Alembert  to  the  continental  philosophists.  Were  all  the  ii 

frequent  the  coffee-houses  of  Paris,  and  to  enrer  tions  delivered  in  our  seminaries,  from 

with  keenness  into  religious  disputes,  the  ft>rmer  schools,  through  all  the  gradations  of  gn 

attacking  Christianity,  and  the  latter,  imder  the  S-nd  parochial  establishments,  mechanics  i 

mask  of  piety,  defending  it,  but  always  yieM ing  tions,  academies,  and  universities,    judic 

to  the  arguments  of  his  opponent.     This  practice  amalgamated  with  the  principles  of  pure  and 

was  put  a  stop  to  by  the   police ;  and  Diderot,  filed  religion,  it  would  doubtless  be  acoom 

when  reproached  by  the  lieutenant  for  preaching  with  a  variety  of  pleasing  and  beneficial  effe 

atheism,  replied,  <*  It  is  true,  I  am  an  atheist,  would  tend  to  remove  the  prejudfces  which  a 

and  I  glory  in  it.**     But  such  principles  will  derable  portion  of  the  religious  world  s'ill  enl 

not  always  support  the  mind,  nor  did  they  sup-  against  the  pursuits  of  science, — it  would  I 

port  the  mind  of  Diderot,  when  his  dissolution  correct  and  rational  views  of  the  Christians; 

approached.    When   he   perceived  that  death  and  tend  to  dissipate  those  foolish  and  supen 

notions  which   have  too  frequently  been  | 

•  Treatise  on  Hnman  Natoie,  vol.  i.  p.  IM.  npon  itr-it  woukl  promote  the  interests  of  g> 


1GH0SA3VCS  OF  THE  DARK  AGES.  165 

Monlity  aiMaif  aocwty  it  lwge^-~it  iraukl  fit  darire  their  origio,— it  would  intradoce  a  general 
ibe  idbrior  radm-of  lU  coaununitj  tbr  taking  a  tqiirit  of  phUan(hro{>y,  and  give  efficacy  to  the 
fait  ia  the  dactife  firanehiae  and  goreraineat  of  means  employed  for  promoting  the  knowledge  of 
ihiir  comtrff  and  the  higher  raakt  for  promocing  Christianity  throughout  the  workl,  and  would,  ere 
ths  caaetaMBt  oTIawa  congenial  to  the  spirit  «  long,  usher  in  the  period  foretold  in  ancient  pro- 
ms Nfigion,  and  pramoCive  of  the  best  intereata  of  pheey,  when'*  the  knowledge  of  Jehorah  shall 
Aeaslioa^-Hl  would  tend  to aecnre  the  peace  and  corer  the  earth,  as  the  waters  cover  the  channda 
tiaaqjolli^  of  .naiiaiis  by  undermining  the  ma^  of  the  deep,**  aiid  "  when  righieousneas  and  praiae 
Kpaift  paoMBa  frooa  which  wars  and  conientioos  shall  spring  forth  before  all  nationa.** 
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Kou  I.    ^pMwes  qfiht  Dork  Agn,  Pagal).  parcboMBti  or  on  paper  nadeof  the  Egyptian  pt^ 

pyrus.    The  latter  being  the  cheapest,  was,  of 

TnUoiriag  lacls,  chiefly  extracted  from  Dr.  course,  the  most  cononooly  used.    But  after  the 

BshsfiiBa's  hiatory  of  Charles  V.,  will  show  the  conmamication  between  Europe  and  Egypt  was 

lewaltfBof  litanuuro,  and  the  deplorable  igoo-  broken  off,  on  account  of  the  latter  having  been 

naea  which  charaetarixed  the  period  to  which  seized  upon  by  the  Saracens,  the  papyrua  was  no 

Ifce  irit  iiAn.    In  the  ninth  century,  Herbaud  lunger  in  use  in  Italy  and  other  European  ooob- 

CeaH  Palatii,  though  aoprene  judge  of  the  em-  tries.    Tlity  were  obliged,  on  that  account,  to 

pire,  by  nitus  of  his  office,  could  not  subscribe  write  all  their  books  upon  parchment,  and  as  its 

kii  oafla.    Ab  lata  as  the  fourteenth  century,  price  waa  high,  books  became  extremely  rare,  and 

Dka  GhnsdiH,  conataMe  of  Pranoe,  the  greatest  of  great  value.    We  may  judge  of  the  scarcity  of 

mm  m  die  ataia,  oouU  neither  read  nor  write,  the  materials  for  writing  them  from  one  circura- 

Hor  WM  this  ignoraaoe  confined  to  laymen, — the  stance.    There  still  remain  several  manuscripts 

Epart  avail  of  the  clergy  were  not  many  of-the  eighth,  ninth,  and  following  centuries,  vrrit- 

aoparior  to  them  in  science.  Many  dig-  ten  on  parchment,  firom  which  some  fonner  writ- 

cdsmaaties  could  not  subscribe  the  ca-  ing  had  been  erased,  in  order  to  substitute  anew 

ias  of  diose  oooncUa  of  whidi   they  sat   as  composition  in  its  place.    In  thia  manner,  it  is 

■ambers.    One  of  the  <|uestians  appointed  by  probable,  several  works  of  the  ancients  perish* 

the  caaooa  to  be  put  to  persons  who  werecandi-  ed.    A  book  of  Livy,  or  of  Tacitus  might  be 

tees  for  holy  orders  was  this — *'  Whether  they  erased,  to  make  room  for  the  legendary  tale  of  a 

•said  r«ad  the  Gkiepels  and  Epiiitles.  and  explain  saint,  or  the  superstiuous  prayers  of  a  missal, 

fte  lenorof  them,  at  leant  Ittcrtyiy?*' — Alfred  the  Many  circumstances  prove  the  scarcity  of  books 

Grelt  complained,  that  from  the  Humbcr  to  the  during  those  ages.     Private  persons  seklom  poa- 

Thanias,  there  was  not  a  priest  who  understood  sessed  any  books  whatever.  Even  monasteries  of 

tfte  liturgy  in  his  niuther  tonsfiic,  or  who  could  considerable  note  had  ouly  one  missal.  Lupus,  ab- 

L'anilate  the  easiest  piece  uf  Latin ;  and  that  hot  of  Ferriers,  in  a  letter  to  the  Pope,  A.  D.  855, 

from  the  Thames  tu  the  sea,  the  ecclesiastics  beseech  csliim  to  send  iiim  a  co[)y  of  Cicero  Ih 

were  still  wore  ignoranL    The  ignorance  of  the  Oratore^  and  Q,uintilian*s  "  Institutions,"  "  for,'* 

dergy  is  quaintly  described  by  Alanus,  an  author  says  he,  "  although  we  have  part  of  those  books, 

flf  the  dark  ages,  in  the  following  words :— "  Po-  there  is  no  complete  copy  of  them  in  all  France." 

tidi  dediti  gule  quam  glossoe ;  potius  colliuunt  The  price  of  books  became  so  high,  that  persons 

Bbras  quam  legunt  litwos;  libcntiua  iotuentur  of  a  moderate  fortune  could  not  afford  to  purchase 

BCar*haJDqiiam  Marcum ;  malunt  legere  in  Sal-  them.    The  Countess  of  Anjou  paid  for  a  copy 

■one  quam  in  Sobmone,**  t.  e.  They  gave  them-  of  the  Homilies  of  Haimon,  bishop  of  Alberetadt, 

willingly  to  the  pleasures  of  gluttony  two  hundred  sheep,  five  quarters  of  wheat,  and 

to  the  learning  of  languages ;  they  cho«e  the  same  quantity  of  rye  and  millet.    Even  so 

'  to  collect  money  than  to  read  books ;  they  late  as  the  year  1471,  when  Louis  XI.  borrowed 


loskad  upon  Martha  with  a  more  affectionate  eye  the  works  of  Racis,  the  Arabian  physician,  from 

thM  upon  Mark,  and  they  found  more  delight  in  the  faculty  of  medicine  in  Paria,  he  not  only  do- 

tmdiag  in  Saloaon  than  in  Solomon.  posited  in  pledge  a  conaidorabla  quantity  of  plate, 

0am  of  the  cauaea  of  the  univeraal  ignorance  but  was  obliged  to  procure  a  nobleman  to  join 

nUefa  prevailed  during  that  period,  was  the  scar-  with  him  as  surety  in  a  deed,  binding  himself  un- 

S  of  books,  akmg  with  their  exorbitant  price,  der  a  great  forfeiture  to  roatore  it.    When  any 

riw  difficulty  of  rendering  them  more  com-  person  made  a  present  of  a  book  to  a  diurch  or 

■OB.    The  BomaBs  wrote  their  books  eiUiar  oa  Bonaatary,  in  which  ware  the  only  libiariea  dur> 
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ing  severtl  ages,  it  wm  deemed  a  donative  of  meti  in  1456,  with  a  long  tail  tamed  towank  Ifae 

■uch  value,  that  he  offered  it  on  the  altar  pro  re-  eaet,  created  reciprocal  and  etill  greater  alanni 

medio  anima  swb,  in  order  to  obtain  the  forgive-  on  the  part  of  the  Chriatiam.    Pope  CaTiztiM  be- 

oera  of  his  sins.  In  the  eleventh  century,  the  art  lieved  it  to  be  at  once  the  sign  and  instnimeat  of 

of  making  paper,  in  the  manner  now  become  divine  wrath ;  he  ordered  public  prayers  to  be 

universal,  was  invented ;  by  means  of  which,  not  offered  up,  and  decreed,  that,  in  every  town,  the 

only  the  number  of  manuscripts  increased,  but  bells  should  be  tolled  at  mid-day,  to  warn  the  peo- 

the  study  of  the  sciences  was  wonderfully  fiicili-  pie  to  supplicate  the  mercy  and  for^veneaa  of 

tated.  heaven :  "  ut  omnes  de  precibua  contra  Turca- 

rum    tyrrannidem    flindendis    adnKmerentur." 

No.  II. — F\)oli8h  and  Superttitious  OpinionM  re-  That  all  people  may  be  admonished  to  poor  out 

tpeding  ComeU  and  Eclipses.  P.  18.  supplications  against  the  tyranny  of  the  Turi0.F- 

See  Milne's  Essay  on  Comets. 

Aristotle  held  comets  to  be  fiery  exhalations,  Even  in  modem  times,  many  feolidi  and  pi«- 

rising  from  the  lower  atmosphere  to  the  upper  or  poeteroitt  opinions  have  been  entertained  lespact- 

fiery  region,  condensing  during  their  rapid  de-  ing  these  anomalous  bodies.    In  a  late  peiiodi- 

scent,  kindling  on  their  near  approach  to  the  cal  publication,  the  writer  oTan  article  en  ccMnela, 

Empyreum,  and  burning  until  exhausted.  Zjso-  when  alluding  to  the  comet  of  I81I,  prooseds  to 

nard  DiggtSfBn  Almanack  maker  of  the  fonr^  state  ''some  singular  dianges  and  circumstan- 

teenth  century,  affirmed  of  comets— "That  they  ees,"  which  its  influence  occasioned.    "The 

signifie  corruption  of  the  ayre ;  they  are  signesof  winter,"  says  he,  *'  was  very  mikl,  Ifae  spring 

earthquake,  oif  warre8,chaunging  of  kingdomes,  was  wet,  the  smnmer  ood,  and  very  little  ap- 

great  dearth  of  come,  yea  a  common  deaihof  man  pearance  of  the  sun  to  ripen  the  prodnoe  of  tbe 

and  beast."— ^odm  supposed  them  spiritSjwhich,  earth ;  yet  tbe  harvest  was  not  deficsisnt,apd 

having  lived  on  the  earth  innumerable  ages,  and  aome  fruits  were  not  only  abundant',  bat  deUckias- 

having  at  last  completed  their  term  of  existence,  ly  ripe,  such  as  figs,  melons,  and  waS-fruit.  Ye- 

celebrate  their  last  triumphs,  or  are  recalled  to  ry  fiiw  wasps  appeared,  and  the  fliee  beeaoM 

heaven  in  the  form  of  shining  stars.    In  the  re-  blind,  and  disappeared  early  in  the  season.    No 

cords  of  former  ages,  we  read  of  a  comet  **  com-  violent  storms  of  thunder  and  lightning,  and  little 

log  out  fitwi  an  opening  in  the  heavens,  like  to  a  or  no  frost  and  snow  the  ensuing  winter.    Vcni- 

dragon  with  blue  feet,  and  a  head  covered  with  ton,  which  has  been  sapposed  to  be  indebted  for 

snakes."    Ami   we  are  told,  tliat "  in  the  year  its  flavour  to  a  dry  and  parched  snnuner,  was  by 

1527,  about  four  in  the  morning,  not  only  in  tho  no  means  deficient  in  fat  or  io  flavour.    BM 

Palatinate  of  the  Rhine,  but  nearly  over  all  Eu-  what  is  very  remarkable,"  continues  this 

rope,  appeared  for  an  hour  and  a  qiuurter,  a  most  observer,  **  in  the  metropolis,  and  about  it, 

horrible  comet  in  this  sort.  In  its  length  it  was  of  the  number  of  females  who  produced  twins ; 

a  bloody  colour,  inclining  to  saffron.     From  the  had  more ;  and  a  shoemaker's  wifii,  in  Whit^ 

top  of  its  U^in  appeared  a  bended  arm,  in  the  chapel,  produced  four  at  one  birth,  all  <^  wbooi,'' 

band  whereofwasahugesword,  in  the  instant  &c.  &c.    And  all  such  "  singular  changes  and 

posture  of  striking.    At  the  point  of  the  sword  circumstances,"  it  wouM  appear,  according  to 

was  a  sUr.  From  the  star  proceeded  dusky  rays,  the  fancy  of  this  sapient  Essayist,  *'  were  occ^ 

like  a  hairy  tail ;  on  the  side  of  them  other  rays  sioned  by  the  influence  of  the  comet' whidi  a(K 

like  javelins,  or  lesser  swords,  as  if  imbrued  in  peered  in  the  autumn  of  1811 ! !" 

Mood ;  between  which  appeared  human  faces  of  The  poets,  likewise,  by  their  bombastic  de- 

the  colour  of  blackish  clouds,  with  rough  hair  and  scriptions,  have  tended  to  perpetuate  supersii* 

beards.  Ail  these  moved  with  such  terrible  spark-  tious  feelings.    The  following  is  Du  Baita's 

ling  and  brightness,  that  many  spectators  swoon-  description  of  one  (^  these  visiters, 
ed  with  fear." — Rosenburgi  <<  E»anq>la  Com^ 

tarum,*  **  Here,  in  the  night,  appears  a  flaming  splie. 

The  comet  of  1454,  seen  at  Constantinople,  There^^  fierce  dragon,  foUeJ  aUonire ; 

seemed  there  to  be  moving  in  the  firmament,  from  ?SSkl2S tt^Cw  w^ilh  fffii^                   war; 

west  to  east,  and  to  present  the  aspect  of  a  ffam-  To  princes  death,  to  kingdoms  many  crosses; 

inff  Bwoid       From  its  tmoLi  mamitiulA   it  in  mxA  '^  ^^'  estates  inevitable  losses ; 

mg  swora.     *  rom »»  gr»t  magnitude,  it  is  said  ^^  herdsmen  rot,  to  ploughmen  hapless  ^ 

even  to  have  eclipsed  the  moon,  and  crated  To  sallore  storms,  to  cities  clvU  treasons." 

among  the  Turks  the  utmost  consternation,  as 

it  was  thought  to  prognosticato  nothing  less  than  The  following  extract  fimn  "  Tolly's 

m  crusade  fi>om  all  the  kingdoms  of  Christendom,  /rom  TVipo/i,"  contains  a  picturesque 

and  fbrbode  the  certain  overtlirow  of  the  cr»-  tioo  of  a  solar  edipsst  and  the  efiects  it  prodooed 

ocent.    Only  two  years  afterwards,  when,  not-  on  the  inhabitants  of  Barbery. 

withstanding  these  direfiil  omens,  the  Turkish  **  I  cannot  here  omit  describing  vrfaat  on  esU*' 

arms  had  proved  eminently  victorious,  and  were  ordinary  impression  an  eclipse  makes  on  die  a»> 

spreading  dismay  over  all  Europe,  HoUey'a  co«  infcraiod  part  of  tbe  inhabitants  oftfaia 
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Of  ihii  w«  iMd  ooiiar  proof  during  lb*  great  Tinc«i  of  by  hi«  great  einMftiie«i»  ooMiderably 

eeNpM  of  the  mu,  on  tke  4Ui  of  this  roonth,  abated  their  fears.    To  the  ambassador  it  was  a 

whkh  vvai  alawel  total,   and   occasioned,  for  seriouscase,  as  LillaAmnaoi  isin  a  veryddi- 

•o«e  niimilea,  a  gkxiaiy  darfaDosef  resembling  cale  state  of  health ;  but  the  acroant  he  gave  her 

that  of  andai^t.    Tbe  iMginaiDg  of  the  eclipse  uf  the  |»henofiienon  entirety  pacified  her." 

was  ae«D  at  TripoU,  at  half  past  seven  in  tlie  The  above  description  presents  a  melancholy 

naming ;  al  half  paM  eight,  when  it  was  at  the  picture  of  the  gma  ignonmeeevtn  of  tho  ladit$ 

height,  llw  &ca  of  nature  was  changed  from  day  of  modern  Barbary,  and  of  the  consequent  shaU 

to  ai^rt.    Tbe  aoneoeh-owi,  not  long  retired  to  lownese  of  their  understandings ;  since  their  fii- 

iti  rest,  ra-appaarsd,  and  disturbed  the  morning  thers  and  husbandn  considered  it  useless  to  enter 

with  ita  riirieks.    Lizards  and  serpents  were  iniu  a  rational  account  of  the  phenomenon,  and 

soon  prawliag  about  the  terraceif ;  and  flights  of  since  they  were  pleased  with  such  an  absurd  and 

evening  birds,  here  caUed  marabals,  and  held  *ar  eitravagant  explanation  of  it.    And,  since  the 

cred  by  tha  Moors,  flew  about  in  great  numbers,  higher  ranks,  in  that  country,  are  so  groariy  ig- 

md  inorsuad  tbe  dariuMSS.   The  noisy  flitting  of  noraoi  of  tlie  order  of  nature,  and  of  tbe  eauaes 

IbMrwiapfODsed  tha  Moor,  who  had  been  slupi*  of  so  common  phenomena,  in  what  a  Mate  of 

6ed  bv  Av;  and,  whsB  eoe  of  tbsM  haavj  birds  mental  darkness  must  the  lower  claaMS  of  s6c>- 

(whidi  oAan  drop  to  tbe  ground  by  coming  in  ety  be  placed !    Nor  is  Barbary  the  only  country 

eouiael  «Ub  Mch  olbsr)  ebanead  lo  &U  at  his  in  which  such  ignorance  prevails.    Among  the 

6sC,  tba  ASnaam  would  start  aghast,  look  at  it  mkldling  and  lower  ranks,  in  ma^  European 

wiril  barvor,  md  asluii  a  hideous  bowt.    About  countries,  suf^xised  to  be  in  a  moderate  state  of 

eigbt  oPdock,  wfaaa  tbe  lustre  of  tha  nawnfaig  was  civiluEStton,  a  similar  degree  of  intelleelual  de* 

eoHipklB^  Msd,  d*  cosBBinn  Moors  wore  seen  basement  will  bo  (bund  to  eiist.    The  Groa* 

•BB«nfal»g  in  cAoslara  in  the   streets,  gasing  tians,  who  inhabit  a  certain  district  of  tbe  Auslri- 

wiUlyat  Iha  sua,  nd  convening  very  samesily.  an  empire,  make  the  whole  of  their  religion  ooo- 

Wbsa  lbs  acUpaa  was  at  its  height,  they  ran  aist  in  tbe  baaring  of  mass  and  the  observance  of 

about  Jistittsd,  io  coai|MBiea,  firiag  volleys  of  Lent ;  and  mbbery  or  nuirder  are  coosklered  as 

flusbsMsg  (he  sua,  loMfhisn  away  the  monster  more  venial  crimes,  than  to  eat,  during  Lent, 

at  dragoa,  aa  they  anttod  it,  by  wbidi  tbsy  sup-  with  aspo<Mi  that  has  been  dipped  in  broth.    The 

paand  it  wm  being  dwnnred.    At  that  moment,  Mnrlacdii,  who  occupy  another  district  of  tho 

lbs  Maorisb  song  uf  deaib  and  wsfliafc  wso,  or  same  empire,  are  described  by  geographers,  as 

lbs  bowl  ibsjf  mdka  Car  lbs  desd,  net  only  re-  extremely  superstitious  in  their  religious  opinions, 

ssndud  firoa  the  swumiains  and  valleys  of  Trv-  and  as  firmly  believing  in  ghosts  and  wildiss, 

ptf ,  but  was  undoubtedly  re-echoed  throughout  in  sorceries  and  enctiantments,  and  in  every 

lbs  coatinsnt  uf  Africa.    The  women  brought  species  of  supernatural  agency,  while  they  are  ig- 

the  snreets  all  the  brass  pans,  kettles,  and  norant  of  the  causes  of  the  roost  oommon  pheno- 

otsnsils,  they  could  collect ;  and,  striking  on  mena  ^f  nature. 
with  all  their  Ibrce,  and  screaming  at  the 


time,  occasioned  a  horrid  noise,  that  was  No.  III. — Ahmtrditiei  of  Attrtdogjf,  P.  19,  hue. 
beard  for  miles.    Many  of  these  women,  owing 

to  their  exertions  and  fears,  fell  into  fits,  or  faint-  Mr.  Varley^s  "  Zodiacal  Physiognomy,"  re- 
ed. The  distress  and  terror  fif  the  Moors  di.l  fvrred  to  in  a  nott>,  p.  19,  pretends  to  decide,  that 
S4t  in  the  least  abate,  till  near  nine  o'clock,  when  the  various  signs  of  the  zodiac  create  a  great  di- 
the  sun  assured  them,  by  his  refulgent  beams,  that  rernity  in  the  features  and  complexions  of  human 
ii  his  dangers  were  passed.  beinjis  *,  and  have,  in  fact,  such  influence  over 
"  During  the  morning  and  the  day,  the  atmos-  the  destinies  of  the  human  race,  that  the  system 
pbere  was  uncommonly  clear,  even  for  a  Barba-  may  be  fairly  styled,  <*the  phrenology  of  the 
ry  sky,  which  rendered  the  effects  of  this  great  skies."  The  (blbwing  extracts  ezhil^t  a  few 
edipM  more  striking.  We  learned,  from  Hadgi  specimens  of  the  positions  maintained  by  this 
Abderrahman,  who  pakl  us  a  visit  when  it  was  profound  and  erudUe  writer.  '*  It  has  been  dis- 
orer,  that  the  first  ladies  in  the  place  had  trembled  covered,"  says  Mr.  Varley,  "  that  each  sign  oon- 
at  lbs  event,  and  several  were  seriously  ill.  The  fers  a  specific  style  of  countenance,  feature,  and 
Uiss  of  his  own  family,  he  said,  had  suffered  complexion,  by  which  appearances,  akme,  the 
Bseh  IsH  at  the  appearance  of  the  edipee,  firom  sign  which  was  rising  at  the  east,  at  birth,  can, 
lbs  eireunstanca  of  his  being  at  home  with  them ;  often  without  any  other  help,  be  ascertained.*'.— 
fsr,  Ibough  ba  considered  it  would  be  useless  to  "  The  fiery  trigon,  consisting  of  Aries,  Leo,  and 
«lar  into  a  philosophical  account  of  it  to  them,  Sagittarius,  conUina  the  spirited,  generous,  mag- 
ym,  ba  gssumd  Ibsm  that  tha  mooa  went  occar  nanimous,  and  princely  natures.  Tbe  eart^ 
■ionally  to  see  the  sun ;  and  when  they  met,  by  trigon,  Taurus,  Virgo,  and  Capricorn,  contain 
ar  being  so  ckwe  together,  tha  moon  always  the  careful,  aordid,  and  pernicious  quaHties ;  tbe 
•rmplad  more  or  loss  of  his  light.  This  ao-  aerial  trigon,  Gemini,  Libra,  and  Aquarius,  con- 
itf,  baaaid,  tba  truib  of  which  tbfy  ware  con-  tain  the  humane,  harmonious,  and  courteous 
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principles ;   and  the    watery  Irigoo,  Cancer,  other  unique  and  pf«cioiM  relics,  be  wQI  be  piv^ 

Scorpio,  and  Pisces,  the  cold,  prolific,  catktious,  sented  with  an  engraving  oftiu  Qhoti^fm  Mm, 

and  serere  qualities."    *'  Sagittarius,  the  house  together  with  an  accounr  of  the  manner  in  whkk 

of  Jupifer,  is  the  only  sign  under  which  no  per-  it  appeaftd  to  Mr.  Blake  the  artist,  wbo  drew  il^ 

sons  are  bom  having  block  or  dark  hair,  eyes,  and  of  U*  astrological  correepondency  and  mg" 

and  eye-brows."    '*  I  have   always   tinifbrroly  nification.      That  such  absurdities  shoald  be 

found, '*  says  the  author,  "  those  born  imder  S»-  published  by  the  first  bookselling  establiahmeni 

gitf  arius,  to  be  very  fiHr,  with  gray  eyes,  and,  in  in  Londun,  in  the  twenty^ighih  year  of  the 

general,  of  a  lively,  forgiving-lieaned,  and  free  nineteenth  century,  and  be  purchsved  by  buD- 

dispositioos."    Aeain,  "  Five  minutes*  dtlTer-  dreds,  periiaps  by  thousands,  is  a  prooT,  that 

ence  of  the  time  of  their  birth,  renders  the  meiiH  strong  eflbrts  are  still  requisite  to  extirpate  the 

bers  of  the  same  family  red-haired,  or  black-hair-  superstitions  of  astrology  Ctom  the  floiads  oTmaay 

ed,  Mue-eyed  or  black-eyed,  sordid  or  eenerous.**  of  our  countrymen. 
— **  Saturn,  at  any  penoid  of  life,  passing  through* 

the  ascenduM,  which  he  does  every  thirty  years,  No.  IV. — Pnofioftke beHqfwkiehi9aliB  titmh 
•auses  dufaiesa  or  melancholy,  for  a  few  weeks,        ed  toVu  doetrinta  ofAKbvl&gy,  onrfigf  Ibepv 
Co  the  native,  and  when  Jupiter  passes  over  i(,        nieumt^ed*  ii  pnduut,    P.  ]9y 
Ibe  party  (eels  cheerful  and  healtl^ ;  and  should 

t  party  ofantk{uarians,  hundreds  of  years  aflera        That  the  predictions  of  astiulogew  are  atiB 

person's  death,  discover  his  grave,  there  must  be  believed  by  many  of  our  eountrymen  in  ibe  aud- 

aome  planet  or  the  sun  in  conjunction,  or  some  dling  ranks  of  life,  ^>peara  firon  tbs  following  r»> 

other  aspect  with  his  ascendant." — *'  Jupiter  in  eeot  occurrences. 

the  third  house  gives  safe  inland  journeys,  and        On  the  8d  September,  1tt9,  Joseph  Hyatt,  ft 

agreeable  neighbours  or  kindred.     Tlie  moon  in  journeyman  printer,  waa  summoned  before  8v 

this  house  wHl  give  constant  trudging  from  one  Peter  Laurie,  at  the  Guildhall,  Loadon,  dmrgeA 

place  to  another,  and  is  oflen  ao  poailed  in  the  with  assaulting  hia  wife,  Philipa,  on  tbe  preoed* 

nativities  of  postmen  and  travellers.    Jupiter  in  ing  Saturday.    In  his  defence,  Hyatt  dedafod« 

the  fourth,  with  Venus,  gives  fixed  or  landed  pro-  that  all  their  anhappiaeas  proceeded  from  bio 

perty,  and  a  boose  ornamented  with  matters  of  wife  (a  pretty  young  woman  of  e^rhteea  ycnra,| 

ttste,  or  of  tbe  fine  arts.    Jupiter  in  the  fifth,  continually  haunting  the  fortune-tellers,  and  pay^ 

gWea  a  family  of  good  or  clever  children,and  much  ing  attention  to  their  prediction*.    He  prodaced' 

pleasure  in  life  and  its  amusements.    In  the  a  paper  he  had  recently  fbund^  written  by  an  a^ 

sixth,  he  signifies  good  servants  and  assistants,  trologer,  to  whom  his  wife  had  applied.    After 

good  health,  and  tlmt  the  native  will  be  fbrtimate  laying  down  the  position  of  the  planets  on  ifao 

in  small  cattle  and  animals.    Jupiter  in  the  se-  third  of  June,  at  the  moment  she  applied  to  hiai, 

▼eoth,  signifies   jt  good  wife  or  husband,  and  the  astrologer  proceeds,  **  The  qoeranC  ■Hial  aot 

agreeable  dealings  with  mankind  in  roakyig  good  expect  any  thing  to  be  very  kind  to  her  natU  lalo 

bargains,"  &c.  "  Children  born  under  Mars  have  in  this  year,  say  October  next.    Thio  day  wil- 

wtUformed  eftmS) — under  A<)uarius,  are  fair  and  not  prove  any  thing  kind  or  pleasant.    Tbe  tUI 

amiable, — under  Scorpio,  are  dark  with  aqminu  day  of  this  month  also  will  not  be  friendly.    July 

noses,  and  greenish  or  gray  eyes."  "  Lord  Byron,  Sd,  mind  your  phunny,  and  lake  no  jowney,  awl 

who  was  bom  under  Scorpio,  received  enough  of  trast  to  no  relative.     The  eighth  day  will  not 

the  reflected  Taurus  principle  to  prevent  his  be  unkind  I  hope.    Look  to  it.    The  tbirteentb 

aose  from  being  aquiline,  and  to  give  to  his  cha^  day  also  promises  you  pleasure  and  abo  profit, 

racter  adegree  ofperverseness  or  eccentricity."  Attend  it;  and  avoid  all  dark  sallow  fteieoi^ 
"  Persons  born  under  Aries,  with  Jupiter  in  the     (Her  husband  nearly  answered  thn  description,)- 

first  house,  are  likely  to  succeed  and  be  apprecp>  From  such  your  disappointments  inuat  come, 

ated  in  England  :  If  he  be  posited  in  Taurus,  the  August  2,  6,  23,  avoid  them  days— may  be  qua- 

native  is  likely  to  succeed  well  in  Ireland  ;  if  in  lified  to  give  you  vexation, — avoid  them.    Sept. 
Gemini,  in  London,  of  which  this  sign  is  the  sig-     t,  6,  will  be  unkind,  but  pray  avoid  16,  SO. 

niflcator.     Jupiter  in  Cancer  will  give  him  stic-  October  4,  avoid  it,  may  be  vexatious.    The  tO^ 

cess  in  Seotlaiid  or  Holland,  or  concerns  connect^  91,  27,  28,  29,  30,  will  be  more  kind,  pray  aK 

ed  with  the  water,  unless  Jupiter  should  be  af-  tend  to  them  and  make  good  use  of  tbeni)  tbey 

flicted  by  any  maitvolsnlirfemcf,  or  be  in  combue-  will  not  be  unkind."    The  husband  said,  lui 

lion  by  being  too  near  the  sun."  fellow  had  predicted  their  separation  for  tbiaa 

By  this  time  the  reader  will  be  sufliciently  months ;  what  other  things  he  had  pot  in  bar 

satiated  wkh  the  sage  doctrines  of  Mr.  John  head  he  did  not  know,  but  he  led  a  miaeffabla 

Variey,inrelationto'<  Zodiacal  Physiognomy"  life  with  her.— ^onim^   Cknmek,  Stfi,  9d^ 
and  the  Phrenology  of  the  heavens.    If  he  has     1329. 

a  desire  to  pick  up  any  more  of  such  precious        On  the  same  day  as  above  stated,  (Sept.  t^ 
fhifments  of  wisdom,  he  will  be  abundantly  gra-     1829)  Ann  Wheder,  a  servant  girl,  was  lifwigbl 

tited  in  pcmtinf  the  work  itaeU;  where,  amcng  to  tbe  Jli(nisiei»>A9ass,  charged  with  ba:Hiiit  at; 
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i  to  «l|er  dM  hoam  of  btr  aMftor,  at  two  haraelf  through  theair,  on  a  broooatidk,  or  a  tpit, 

IB  tfaa  aonuig,  ovar  the  rmila.    She  was  to  distant  placet  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the 

ifi|Biiifly  Ji— iiJf  uid  wore  an  degant  satin  wiichrs.    At  thoM  meetings  the  devil  always 

bsoMt,  aHhidb  belaiigod  to  berJniBtreaSf  and  put  presided.    They  were  enabled  also  to  transform 

^ahsrenrli  wad  fiaeiy,  in  order  10  attend  a  **Aqr"  themsehres  into  various  shapes,  particularly  to 

ia  the  wighbwlioudl, and  acknowledged  ihatabe  assume  the  forms  of  cats  and  harea,  in  which 

had  boen  wdfciof  for  an  hour  or  two  up  and  down  they  most  delighted ;  to  inflict  diseases  on  whoow- 

ths  slieata  in  eoaveraation  with  her  friend.     In  suvver  they  thought  proper,  and  to  punish  their 

ibsoBona  nf  th«  invnstigalion  it  was  staled,  that  enemies  in  a  variety  of  ways.     Witchcraft  was 

thirs  wanfomdin  thaeemerof  herbex,  wrapped  univentally  believed  in  Europe,  till  the  siiteenth 

op  earifiiUy,  a  rtiWHienl  which  might  hive  led  to  century,  sjid  maintained  its  ground  with  toleraUe 

Ibms  OMSMonablaand  nnfortuoate  aseignaiions,  finnaees  till  the  middle  of  the  teventeenth,  nay, 

vUdb  at  last  terminalad  in  her  being  brought  to  -in  some  countries  on  the  continent,  tiU  the  mid- 

ths  walch  baiiia.    A  paper  was  haiiided  to  tiM>  die  of  the  eighu»enth  century.    Vast  numbers  of 

Lord  Bfayor,  in  whieh  was  folded  a  card,  on  reputed  witches  were  convicted  and  oondeanied 

which  was  written  the  following  words,—  to  be  burnt  every  year.     The  melhods  of  dia- 

**  Blffc  Bnrifhi  No.  49,  Wentworth  Street,  eovering  them  were  varieos.    One  was  to  weigh 

Otssi  Mabar."  die  supposed  criminal  against  the  church  Bibfe, 

"Lawid  qnastima rBaoivd."  whidi,  if  she  was  guilty,  woidd  preponderate; 

TW  paper  wh  an  anawer  to  ibe  question,  another,  by  making  her  attempt  to  say  the  Lord'« 

"^  What  aort  nf  a  husband  ahall  I  have,  and  bow  Prayerr-this  no  witch  waa  able  to  repeat  en- 

sssa  rimB  I  have  himt"    It  slated,  that  tbe  tirely,  but  would  omit  eome  part,  or  oeotonee 

**  uommpam  abooU  bavo  a  nice  respectable  thereof.    It  is  remarkable,  Aat  all  witdiee  did 

iHdsBMin,  who  slioald  be  a  OMMt  tender  husband,  net  hesitate  at  the  same  partv— aomo  leaving  out 

and  ba  tiw  folber  nf  ais  cfaiUren,  of  which  aha  ooo«  part,  and  aome  aaodier.     TmU,  through 

iborid   hn    dm  happy  mutber ; — thai    mrUdm  which  the  impo  aucked,  wen  indubitable  marks 

jjfwMftigamiftli  fli  nsir  Airfb,  and,  in  esa/nno-  of  a  witch ;  these  were  always  raw,  and  sko 

mm  Mtkttkmtmtgw^tnittkalkttahmml/iliitiijft  insensible,  ajod,  if  squeezed,  aameliaes  yielded  a 

and  Anf  fit  nnisa  ■hmrfrflofci  jplnoe  as  snrefjr  •»  drop  of  Mood.     A  witch  could  not  weep  more 

Aiiriba  (tboparsiiB  who  wrote  the  paper)  And  than  three  tears,  and  that  only  oat  of  tlie  left  aya, 

dhi^swv  qf  fndiding.**^^9ntmg  Chnmek,  This  want  of  tears  was,  by  the  witch-finders, 

M^9d,  1819.  and,  even  by  some  judges,  oousidersd  as  a  very 

The  aboana  are  only  specimens  of  many  similar  substantial  proof  of  guilt.    Swinnning  a  wiidi 

seearrstteao  vdhieh  are  eeeasionally  reeorded  ia  was  another  kind  of  popular  osdeal  generalW 

'd»  daily  papers.    The  pemtcions  tendency  of  practised.     For  this  she  was  stripped  naked, 

astndogical  predictions  on  those  who  are  weak  and  cross-bound, — the  right  thumb  to  the  left  toe, 

ensn^'io  give  them  credit,  is  sufficiently  appa-  and  the  left  thumb  to  the  right  toe.    Thus  pre.. 

lent  ia  the  cases  a<Av  stated ;  having  in  the  one  pared,  she  was  thrown  into  a  pond  or  river,  ia 

erne  aHsnated  the  affections  of  a  youag  woman  which,  if  guilty,  she  could  not  sink ;  for  hav- 


bar  busbaad,  and  produced  contention  and  Ing,  by  her  compact  with  tbe  devil,  renounced 

^kmily  diseord;  and^in  the  othtn*,  tantalized  a  the  benefit  of  tho  water  cf  baptism,  that  ele- 

vaia  jroung  fomale,  and  brought  her  into  suapi-  ment,  in  its  turn,  renounced  her,  and  refused  to 

and  di^raoeful  circumstances,  which  may  receive   her  into  its  bosom.     T  here  were  two 


Irf  tbe  foundation  of  her  ruin,   and  render  her     other  ordeals  by  ^,  by  which  witches  were 
forlifo.  discovered  ;  ihe-first  by  burning  the  thatch  of  the 


wrmUcu  of  ear  anoeVors  inretatiin  to  wkch-     h'''"*"^  f"^  *"'"**  '"PPT^  "?}*  b^itched  by 


'"S"^^  oo"*  ""^"^  '  "* '  '"^""'  "  «"«-•-  ^^^^  ^  ^  l^^jj  or  an  ox.  These,  it  waa  lield,  would 
''^^  *^'^'  force  a  witch  to  confees. 
By  wUdiarqfi  was  generally  understood^ — a  The  trial  by  ihe  sfoot  was  another  method  used 
tupsmatural  power,  of  which  persons  were  sup-  for  the  detection  of  witches.  It  was  thus  ma- 
posed  to  obtain  the  possession,  by  entering  into  oaged :— -Having  taken  die  suspected  witch,  she 
a  compact  with  the  devil.  They  gave  them-  was  placed  in  the  middle  of  a  room,  upon  a 
solves  up  to  him,  body  and  soul ;  and  he  eagag-  stool,  or  table,  cross-legged,  or  in  some  other  un- 
ed  (bat  they  shouU  want  for  nothing,  and  that  he  easy  posture ;  to  which,  if  she  did  not  submit,  she 
wonU  awnge  them  upon  all  their  enemies.  As  was  then  bound  with  oords,^there  she  was 
soon  as  the  bargain  was  concluded,  the  devil  de-  watched,  and  kept  widiout  meat  or  sleep  for 
livarsd  to  tbs  witch  aa  tsip,  or  familiar  spirit,  twenty«four  hours,  (for,  they  said,  that  within 
to  be  ready  at  a  call,  and  to  do  whatever  it  was  that  time  they  should  wftt  her  inqi  come  and 
dveeled.  By  the  assistance  of  this  imp,  and  of  sock.j  A  little  hole  was  likewise  ssade  in  the 
Iha  devU  together,  the  witch,  who  was  almost  door  for  imps  to  come  in  at,  and,  lest  it  should 
il«nja  an  old  woman,  was  eoablsd  to  transport  coom  in  aosse  less  discernible  shape,  they  that 
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watched  were  taught  to  be  eirer  and  anon  sweep-  craft  is  hx  greater  thaa  moat  penoM,  mb»  mn 

rag  the  room,  and,  if  ihey  saw  any  spiders  or  not  studied  the  history  of  damooofcfjv  cam  ftm 

flies,  to  kill  them, — if  they  could  not  kill  them,  any  idea.    From  the  period  in  wbach  Popa  !■- 

then  they  might  he  sure  they  were  imps.     If  nocent  VIII.  in   1484,  isaued  bis  buM 

witches,  under  examination  or  torture,  would  not  witchcraft,  to  the  middle  of  the  acveatee 

coofess,  all  their  apparel  was  changed,  and  every  tury,  if  we  believe  the  tettimoniaa  of  i 

luir  of  tlieir  body  shaven  ofi*  with  a  sharp  razor,  rary  historians,  Europe  was  little  beCtar  than  a 

lest  they  shoukl  secret  magical  charms  to  prevent  large  suburb  or  outwork  of  PaadeoMNiiuflB)  osa 

their  confessing.     It  was  a  maxim,  too,  in  these  half  of  the  population  being  aitber  bawiichiBf  or 

proceedings,  that  witches  were  mo«t  apt  to  con-  bewitched.    Delrio  tells  us,  that  five  buodrcd 

(Lss  on  FridoufM.     By  such  trials  as  these,  and  witches  were    executed   in  Greoera,  id  ihrsa 

by  the  accusations  of  children,  old  women,  and  months,  about  the  yeai*  161&.    *'  A  tkemmmi,'* 

fuols,  were  thousands  of  unhappy  women,  con-  says  Bariliolomeus  de  Spina,  "  ware  exacutad 

demned  for  witchcraft,  and  burneti  at  the  stake,  in  one  year,  in  the  diocese  of  Coao,  aad  thtf 

A  work,  written  by  .Af  Thoe$t,  was  published  went  on  burning  at  the  rate  of  a  haadrad  per 

a  few  years  ago  at  Mentz,  entitled,  "The  His-  annum  for  some  time  after.    In  Lorraioa, firoai 

lory  of  Magic,  Demons,  Sorcerers,"  &c.  which  1680  to  1695,  Remigius  boasts  of  baTing  barai 

contains  an  afiecling  narrative  of  the  numbers  nine  hundred.     In  France,  the  exactttions  kt 

that  have  suffered  for  the   pretended  crime  of  the  same  crime  were  fifteen  bttodred  and  iwcs^. 

magic  and  witchcraft.    The  cases  enimierated  In  Wurtzburg  and  Treves,  the  amouaiof  exasa* 

are  proved  from  unequivocal  authority.   In  these  tiom  in  the  course  of  the  cenlnry  iMacgdiiig 

excesses  of  the  magistrates,  it  appears,  that  fe-  1628,  is  reckoned  to  be  15,700.    It  baa  b«M 

male  sorcerers  have  been  the  greatest  suflferers.  calculated  that  in  Germany  alone,  tbe  tuusbaraC 

Among  other  curious  articles  in  the  collection,  we  vietims  that  perished,  from  tbe  date  of  Imocarfi 

learn,  that  Christopher  de  Runtzow,  a  gentleman  bull  to  tbe  eighteenth  century,  conaidarably 

ofHolatein,  whose  heated  imagination  bad  misled  ceeda  me  hhidnd  ^ouaamd,    Tbe 

hia  understanding,  oondgntd  eighteen  penona  to  ware  at  first  confined  to  ciaiffd  ekd 

thejlamei  at  one  (tme,  the  victims  of  a  mercileM  unhappy  ibraignera,  but  at  length  Uw  witflkcnft 

superstition.    In  a  village  called  Lindheim,  con-  phrensy  rose  to  auch  a  pitch,  and  apraad  aoan- 

taining  about  six  hundred  inhabitants,  not  less  tensively,  that  the  lives  of  mora  exaltod  vioCiMi 

than  thirtsf  were  deatroyed  by  fire,  in  the  narrow  were  threatened.    Noblemen  and  abbeda,  praii* 

interval  between  the  years  1661  and  1665,  mak-  dents  of  courts  and  proferaora,  began  to  swcitha 

uig  a  twentieth  part  of  the  whole  population  con-  catalogue,  and  no  man  felt  aecnra  that  ka  migbt 

sumed  in  four  years.     In  this  inhuman  conduct  nnt   suddenly  bo  nunpelled,  by  torture,  lo  b^r 

towards  an  unhappy  class  of  persons,  tbe  author  witness  against  his  own  innocent  wife  and  cbil* 

points  out  Wurtzburg  as  having  frequently  been  dren.    In  the  Catholic  canton  of  Giama,  ' 

subject  to  well-merited   reproach.    It  appears  Switzerland,  it  is  said,  that  a  witch  \ 

from  the  Acta  Magica  of  Naubcrs,  that  between  even  so  late  aa  the  year  1786 !    It  is 

the  years  1627  and  16S9,  one  hundred  and  twen-  for  any  rational  and  humane  mind  to 

ty-aeven  individuals  perished  in  similar  instances  a  list  as  the  above,  without  shuddertng  and 

of  cruelty  practised  by  their  brother  men.    The  ror.    How  dreadful  the  results  to  which 

principal  objects  of  such  nefarious  dealings  were  ranee  and  superstition  have  led!«»aiid  hoar  •»» 

okl  women,  or  travellers,  and  fi'equently  poor  tonishing  the  consideration, — that  jndgaa, ' 

children,  from  nine  to  ten  years  of  age.    Occa-  yers,  ministers  of  religion,  nobles,  apd 

sionally  such  outrages  have  been  perpetrated  on  all  ranks  should  have  given  their  aanct 

persons  of  some  consequence,— proficients  in  out  the  least  remorse,  to  auch  crualtiaa  and  lajmi 

knowledge  above  the  general  standard  of  the  ized  murders ! 

age,  or  auch  as  had  acquired  property  by  their        In  Pitcaim*8  "  Criminal  Triala,"  refaifad  to 

industry  and  genius.    Among  many  others  in  in  the  text,  a  variety  of  curious  documenta  is  ooo* 

theae shocking  detaila,  are  the  respectable  names  lained,  respecting  the  proceedings  of  tho  Jnati- 

of  fourteen  vicars,  two  young  gentlemen,  aome  ciary  Court  in  Scotland  against  witchcraft,  loioe* 

counsellors,  the  largest  or  moat  corpulent  man  ry,  and  incantation.    One  of  theae  triab  rahtai 

in   Wurtzburg,  and   his  wife,  the  handsomest  to  a  gentleman  of  family,  Mr.  Hector  Mow* 

woman  in  tbe  city,  and  a  atudent  or  scholar  en-  of  Fowies,  who  was  "  indytit  and  accoait "  af 

gaged  in  die  study  of  foreign  languages.    Those  "  sorcerie,  incantationnis,  or  wicbacrafk.'*  Thii 

innocent  sufferers  were  fireqtiently  pot  to  the  tor-  trial  oonlains  a  complete  specimen  of  the 

lure.    But  what  must  our  (eelings  and  princi-  stition  of  the  age.    Mr.  Hector,  it  would 

plea  incline  ua  to  think  of  an  enormity  here  had  sent  for  **  Johne  M*ConniaUy-far  and 

brought  to  our  recollection,  in  the  instance  of  a  wyffes,  and  Johne  Bunea  wyffa,  in  Lytall  Alraiiy 

poor  giH,  Maria  Renata,  who  suffered  so  lale  aa  thre  notorioua  and  conmraana  witehas.**    Thay 

in  tbe  year  1749 !  had  been  sent  for  to  assist  in  restoring  the  hen  Ml 

The  extant  of  tha  judicial  mnrdars  for  witch-  of  Rabart  Monro,  a  brotUbr  of  tha  aaid  Mr. 
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f«rfif«dv«.    U  oMMdweoridicrieai.    Tlat ihmi «f«r iiMp 

lWtlii«y«<pi^liw  wJMhw,  tint  b,  ywoni  iMJowtd  wMi  <iefc 

l«b*rt  Btafo,  Ui  iroclMiit  bead,  tnd  power*  m  v  ommSv  MeriM  lo'  wilofaM,  li 

■riMi  «f  Ut  ai^fwif  aoi  itK"  Md  wkatao^ttioaalaadMUfhtaodlMUeuibra 

i*tff  itfillwh  ■■>■»  to  lifi  cuwit  MMieat  tdmil.    TIm  aotiQW  tepot*B  to  Ummi 

R  ikkBMi^  tal  k moU  ■pprar,  tliat  w«  ehW  abfori  or  ttopowibto,    To  mppoM 

t  item  wOTikf  M  BMOi  weeiMfiil,  aa  igMnwl  old  woaian,  or  Indiiod  toy  himta 

t—iwttiito  dinMp,fer**tfMyimM  Mv,  eapofab  oftrtaArailof  bonoV  loto  a  oat 

MkllMi«tarihairdo«itia>dienA  waa  oraaan,  mo  Nppoaobtr  oapaMaofeoQatoN 

r  Mila  laria  with  Us  (Hoetor  Mon-  aetUg  dio  kwa  oTBanra,  wUeh  is  eoaiMtoBi  to 

MM oTIii Mar, fsha  wald  haifap-  aono bat tho Supwi Raiac of tlw arorw.    Wo 

ttpHMiaad  tbif  didarittohiai  tliat  nigbc  afawMt  at  aooa  boliova  that  meh  a  liobig 

mm  laag  la  amkif  6r  Hmw,  a<wi  if  eapaUaoTcreallBglhoaalfona.   Itprmma 

■a  gaid  to  tlio  said  Robert  a  atoai  boBaiattaf  fiotore  dT  tbo  imbMflttj  uT 

,  he>a>ai,  ftlt  dob  biw-  tbo  bmaa  ariad,  that  aydi  abeanUtiaa  ahorid 

to  iba  ha|i  ftr  a  oore;  ovar  bate  baea  beliarwl ;  aad  aartafady  eoovaja 

a  Ijbd  aa  ayato  tba  petrjawnj  of  bb  ao  foiy  fiiyoMabla  Wear  of  tbalawaai^y  of  owr 

wifcfcba  aedd  aataaoeaed  ae  ho  waa  aaeiiaoti,  wbea  ihwy  biMetod,  withoat  foawraa, 

p  an,  ha'WfBa  loaw  iaeaBtaikaa,  fai  ao  laaajr  dbadriag  craaltiy,  aapeekllj  oa  iba' 

iA dia  ba^  to iaprifa Ua aldar  bRH  madar ear, lor aani ftrioil friiaoa    Tct,dfaaard 

naMouagof  liib,aadfertUabawai  aa  dia  doetriao  bf  witdbaraft  oorttUb  la,  H  if  a 

•  aba  of  **  alaf^btor."    Tho  i«lie^  baioaiabbGMtt,ihalfaat  JiUtaBaaoroarMbfr. 

iah  b  >  awat  rotrbabb  doea— t,  b  mob,  both  boor  own  eoaBtr7.aalb-odiarluidfl, 

br  Jaaiific     9oaait  Oiaat,   Jcaalt  are  atH  bellofora  b  aoeeaiy  aod  wibberaftfOf 

IBaaab  Rav.aarao  totho<'Lafadof  wbfcbaaiaaraaoaortwobalaladblhafelbip. 

%"  are  iha  ibraa  aoA  ladba  wba  wrra  hm  aola. 
lamm  ftr  befav  •<  M^  of  witohoaft. 

IbMfli  aaas  to  bava  baea  b  iMTtoeiw  No.  ▼l.-f^Hat  tib  bBafb  wUtktn^  U 

tif  Iha  iaaeianata  aro  to  ba  craditad,  Hg  jwiaahaf  aaiav  mrtaim  dmm  ^fmk/^. 
I  gaikyof  aa  bwar  ibaa  flb<*ere«ral 

*^wiMberaft,oftbo**abfefator  aad  Motwitbatandbg  tba  dagiao  of  fadbnaalba 

Mtoof  faitiawbeid  of  aait,  of  mbbg  wbbb  prevaib  b  the  abaiaaadi  eaatarj,  it  b  a 

aftoabiaf  ana  aaaadbby  witebsraA,''  aelandioly  eanabioraibB  that  aapafatilbii,  aad 

aaeb  baidoaod  aiaaeia  aa  the  two  a  belief  b  the  efioaeyofbertata  bicaatatbaa, 

a  BMiaf  ^"W  to  ha  eipocted,  aad  ao-  aUH  prevail  to  a  coaaiderdib  oilaai,  even  b  the 

ttay  ware  oondeaMtod  to  bo^  taoe  to  oMMtoidigfataBedooaatriea.    Tho  foOowbg  r^ 

I  hil  of  Bdbburf  ,  aod  there  werriec  cent  ocqwiancea  will  toad  to  oorroborato  Ibb 

•E,aBdtheirbodjr  tobobonrttoaaab.'*  poeiiioB,aadattheaaaM  tiiao  abowthe  peraW 

oj,  bofwefver,  caew  odT  with  flying  oo-  ciooa  eonaaquoaeeo  which  i&eqoaad!y  raaolt  fioM 

bagb  aha  waa  abo  indicted  aa  **  ano  auch  a  balbt 

I  tfilef,*  by  aManf  of  the  *<  enchants  On  tho  td  Septeaiber  1819,  Lanrant  1Uh»> 

albht  of  die  diiiia.**— The  fbOowioc  b  booh^alimBer  m  tbohandet  of  Rodoire,OonH 

if  a  paa^ibbt  repabliabea  by  Mr.  Pit-  mono  of  Cbaatptre,  b  Fianoa,  apeat  the  day  b 

tobi^  a  aaiet  extraordinary  narrative,  meaaariag  wheat  at  the  bouao  of  Poirier,  bb 

final  Scoibod,  decbriaK  the  lUnmablo  brothoMn-bw.    Aboat  oi^o^obek  to  tho  oveo> 

ainrj'bsa,  anotabbtwcerer,  whowaa  ing»  he  left  to  go  to  bb  owa  boiife,'wbieb  waa 

KdbborgbJaaariebat,lMl,whbh  aboat  bdf  a  leagne  fiwa  Poirbr^a  booao.    Ho 

aa  Mfbter  to  the  deaiU,  dMi  aoadrb  carrie8  a  bag  contabbg  the  BNaaora  ha  bad 

idbadalNorthBarriekoUrii,toaaoBi-  been  oabg,  and  a  boa  holdiag  bb  daner,  wbbfa 

ofboa  witchea,"  lu.    The  poor  wo-  he  bad  not  opened ;  fer  ho  bad  alatad  bb  tatan* 

■■a  aaiet  eruofly  treated  waa  Eophana  tion  not  to  eat  dl  ba  latwaad  boaae.     Tba 

■a,  a  notabb  witch,  who  appeara  to  nest  RMwnbg  bb  oaipao  waa  ftand  b  a  neadow, 

laaaotarioiia  aatobe*<boBndtoane  bordered  by  a  wood,  aad  not  fonr  br  froto  bb 

rbnnt  toaHb,fMdkto  the  death."  owa  beuaa.    Hb  body  waa  borrftly  antibtad, 

■fa  BIr.  Pitedia,  •<  waa  the  aevoreet  hb  cbthaa  mined  with  tiood,  aad  tharo  waaa 

■var  proaoonoed  br  tho  ooort,  even  b  large  woaad  oa  the  badk  part  cT  bb  bead.    AH 

atraciooa  caaoa,"  bat  poor  Eaphano  the  waanda  ahowed  (hat  ha  had  baea  atraek  bj 

wibebaa,  with  all  the  herobm  and  aeveral  peraona  armed  with  ooalaahra  waapona. 

aiornaartyr.   3ooJEtfka.£k.  Oaf.  Near  hbitbe««iad1iaa not  boon  trod  apon;bb 

bag  aad  the  thtagalt  oontabad  ware  candbDy 

aaH  a  aarbaa  TolbtatioB  of  the  doo-  laid  by  bb  aide  rail  proved  that  ho  had  not  been 

Mnaft,  wooid  be  altogodMraaparfln-  robbal   Vabior,  Who  haa  alw^  had  Ji  food 
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diaracUir  in  that  part  of  the  country,  wa«  on  very 
bad  tenna  with  Raimboult,  who  pawwl  for  a  mt- 
tertr.  Some  time  ago,  the  wife  uf  Poir^er  had 
fallen  sick,  a>  well  as  several  of  his  cattle.  Poi- 
rier  did  not  doubt  £>r  aninstant,  that  these  sick- 
nesses were  the  effect  of  sorcery.  He  conic  tu 
Angers,  and  consulted  a  prelraded  diviner,  a 
mirtfrable  victim  of  nnonoroania,  who  gave  liiro 
a  full  water-boule,  and  told  him  to  take  it  home 
with  him,  and  put  it  in  the  very  beat  place  of  his 
house.  *'  At  such  an  hour,'^  said  the  diviner, 
"  you  sliould  recite  such  and  such  prayers  before 
my  water-boule,  and  then  you  will  see  in  the 
water  it  contains,  the  likeness  of  him  who  has 
bewitched  your  wile  and  your  cattle.*'  Poirier 
followed  these  orders  precisely ;  and  it  ia  only 
too  probable  that  hia  imagination  being  pre-oc- 
cupied  with  the  idea,  thia  wr^ched  man  fancied 
he  aaw  hia  brother-in-law  in  the  water-bottle  of 
the  guilty  diviner,  and  thought  be  was  doing  a 
aervice  to  hia  country  m  delivering  it  from  a  being 
whom  be  regarded  as  the  friend  and  favourite  of 
the  devil. — Copied Jrom  a  Pant  paper ^  in  Morn- 
ing Chron,  Sept,  SS,  1829. 

The  following  occurrence,  in  another  Depart- 
ment of  France,  happened  nearly  about  the  same 
time  as  the  preceding. 

**  It  appears  that  in  the  department  of  Lot 
and  Garonne,  and  particularly  in  some  of  the 
communea  of  the  district  of  Marmande,  the 
belief  of  sorcery  is  common  among  the  people. 
John  Sabathe,  a  peasant,  with  plenty  of  money, 
living  in  the  vicinity  of  Clairac,  had  a  sick 
daughter:  medicine  had  failed,  which  is  nothing 
extraordinary ;  but  there  remained  magic,  and 
Sabathe  greatly  relied  upon  it.  He  applied  to 
Rose  Peres,  who  enjoyed  the  reputation  of  being 
a  witch.  He  atated  the  condition  of  hia  daugh- 
ter ; — the  witch  replied,  ahe  would  go  and  visit 
her.  She  went  the  next  morning  to  Sabathc's 
residence,  aaw  the  aick  girl,  and  declared  she 
was  bewitched.  [Perha(M  i^e  waa  not  so  far 
wrong  either,  for  some  witnesses,  who  were  no 
doubt  very  spiteful,  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that 
love  had  entered  a  little  into  thia  affair.]  What- 
ever waa  the  cauae  of  her  illneaa,  the  witch  pro- 
roiaed  to  relieve  her,  and  aaid,  that  the  thing  was 
not  without  a  remedy.  She  told  them  to  light 
a  great  6re,  and  they  wouki  see  why  afterwards. 
Little  as  we  are  initiated  mio  the  secrets  of 
magic,  wo  know  that  odd  numbers,  eapccially 
the  nmnber  fikrse,  have  aingular  virtuea ;  there- 
fore S  multiplied  by  S  muat  be  a  number  prodi- 
giously powerful.  It  was  apparently  for  thia 
reaaon  that  the  witdi  required  nuu  large  pebble 
atooea,  which  abe  pot  into  the  fire,  and  kept  there 
tin  they  were  red  hot :  abe  then  threw  them  into 
a  kettle  fiill  of  water,  and  the  niysterioua  vapotir 
that  arose  senred  to  perfume  the  patient  that  was 
lying  over  it.  But  this  was  only  the  preamble 
of  oerenooies  roach  more  important.  She  had 
a  table  brooghtto  her;  it  wu  oovared  whha 


cloth,  and  two  lighted  candles  plac< 
was  even  en  f  nd  of  wax  that  had 
the  rJiurch ;  a  hammer  waa  placed 
ly  between  the  two  candles,  and  on  i 
table  the  witch  laid,  with  a  grave  a 
air,  ilie  formidable  bouk  of  magic, : 
by  the  name  of  Little  Albt>rl.  Sh 
one  thing;  it  was  a  plate  filled  vi 
which  a  sum  of  400  francs  (16/.  stc 
be  deposited.  The  plate  was  br< 
the  sum,  we  may  rein.irk,  how  d 
must  he  to  practise,  and  what  attri 
site  to  its  details.  Crown  pieces 
were  about  to  be  put  into  the  wal 
witch  called  out, '  Take  care  whs 
ing ;  it  is  crown  pieces  o(Jh)e  fra 
wanted.*  She  was  instantly  obeyed 
of  five  francs  are  al  the  bottom  (^  ' 

"  Tilings  being  in  this  slate,  e 
the  house.  The  witch  remained  a 
half  an  hour ;  she  then  re-opened  I 
said  they  might  re-enter.  She  a 
had  succeeded,  but  that  the  malign 
had  appeared  had  carried  away  the 
withdrawing.  The  witch**  husba 
ved ;  his  wife  told  him  that  the  i 
made.  '  Ii*s  all  well,*  said  he ;  * 
is  at  thy  house,  and  she  wants  to  se 
must  go  there.  They  went  accord 
the  and  his  family  a  little  siupified 
tient  in  the  same  .stale  as  before. - 
the  facts  which  were  made  known 
by  indirect  evidence,  for  these  go< 
care  to  make  no  complaint, for  fear  o 
The  Court  senlcnced  her  to  imp 
three  years,  and  a  fine  of  fifty  fran 
been  charged  before  the  Royal  Cour 
8windling,under  pretence  of  pracliaii 
—Some  years  ago,  the  same  Qo 
to  close  imprisonment  three  or  four 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Villereal,  1 
on  the  fire  and  half- burned  a  pret 
who  would  not  cure  them  of  a  dk 
given  them.** — Gaxettedes  TVUmna 
in  Mom.  Chron.  Sept.  28,1829. 

In  both  the  above  cases  we  per 
plicit  belief  in  the  powers  of  divina 
eery,  a  belief  which  appears  to  be  g 
the  lower  ranks  of  society  ;  and  it 
that  the  profession  of  witch  or. sore 
common  in  the  principal  towns  in  Fi 
one  instance  this  belief  led  tc  a  ni 
murder,  and  in  the  other  to  a  dexto 
and,  in  this  latter  case,  it  wonU  sei 
withstanding  the  palpable  imposT 
practised  on  Sabathe  and  hia  &ini] 
pie  people  atill  believed  in  the  supa 
ers  of  the  sorceress  nho  had  so  bai 
bed  them,  for  '*  they  took  care  lo  i 
plaint,  far  fear  of  Ou  witdue.^* — 1 
the  notions  under  consideratioD,  m 
■opentitioo  relating  to  ftsst. 
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hMtofujdwih  it  daBgvrout  to  have  iheiUfhtot  wtercourte 

,  •■  ««n  knows,  and  with  hit  (ubUt,  evm  kithe  wmy  ofbaying  and  aeli- 

ibe  lowar  onkra  is  Eoglaiid.  \m%.    One  laornin^  his  aervant-maid  was  fent 

■aqueocaa  lo  be  apprelModed  out  tar  bread  and  groceries  for  breaUaat.    After 

with  thw  Blrai^e  <nuloai  a  considerable  time,  she  returned  with  a  pitiful 

win  dwiadle  tad  die.   The  omo-  eountenance  and  a  heavy  heart,  and  declared  that 

icnting  the  intellifeiice  to  the  lit^  not  an  article  of  any  description  could  be  obtain- 

ly,  with  doe  Ibras  and  oereniony,  b  «d.    **  What,"  says  Mr.  D.,  *'  is  there  no  tea, 

Iha  key  of  the  hooee,  and  knock  augar,  or  bread  In  tho  Whole  viNagor*  "  Oyea,'* 

tinea  npinat  the  hive,  lelliag  the  replied  ihe  nMid,  **  there  is  ptraiy  of  every  thing 

at  iha  aame  tinw  that  their  nastar  or  wa  want,  but  nobody  will  sell  us  an  article;  they 

Ike.  {wi  Iha  naaa  nay  be)  is  dead !  say  wa  are  all  witdies  and  winrds  and  oeoro- 

■fs,  whea  in  Bedlordshiro  lately,  nianeers,  and  it**  no  ecmny  to  tak  ony  e*  j^eiir 

naed  of  an  old  man  who  sang  a  mm^."  Mr.'Davidson  and  bniily,  in  thiseaae, 

kat  janrin  front  of  aoma  hivaa  which  might  have  atanred,  had  he  not  bethongfat  himislf 

■oC  diiag  wall,  hot  wUch,  ha  aaid,  woold  of  employing  the  servant  of  an  acquaintance,  who 

Mia  k  flaaaamaoa  of  that  esrsmoay.-^Hiis-  waa  oao  of  his  auditors,  to  prooare,  in  hermaa- 

iqf  JFal.  BuLfitltn,  tar's  name,  the  requisite  proviaioBs;  and  iftia 

HUtifBliMiatt  ( Janoary  1818)  statea,  plan  he  was  obliged  to  adopt  during  the  renaain- 

Iha  inliiamiB  of  iha  Jeaaita,  and  with  derofhiaatay  in  that  place.  At aaother  time  hto 

Hsea  ef  tha  auihoritisa,  ke,  the  awst  boots  required  to  be  repaired ;  the  servant  took 

hfliQriigtabaflfaBpsrstiiioBaadfaaaticiamara  them  to  a  shoemaker,  aad  they  ware  rscaivad 

friMadaadeinabladiB  tha  proMTiaoae  of  France,  by  one  of  the  iemale  branches  of  his  (aroily;  but 

Otaaaf  tha  liilirBinai  aarrativia  ta  which  it  ai-  when  the  ahoemaker  understood  to  whom  they 

daiaik  Ihafrta  of  a  Maaphaming  baker,  bekmgad,  he  stormed,  and  waa  iadigaant  at  their 

Bf  iaftrtaJ  with  the  harcnas  of  Iha  Re-  receiving  any  thing  from  sudi  a  dangerous  indi- 

had  addicted  hiamelf  to  tha  eommiasion  vidual.    The  servant  soon  after  returned  to 

rfatwy  fciad  ofimpialy.    While  hiaovenono  inquire  if  the  boots  were  repaired.  **  Is  the  aifro- 

dty  waa  Jwalid,  aad  ha  waa  about  to  put  the  Isigir's  boots  roendit  T*  one  of  the  family  voeife- 

hnal  ytn  kf  ha  faniBd  Us  aaoal  oaths  in  the  rated.    *"  No,*'  was  the  reply,  "  they  are  not 


drimaMghbaars;whaa,la!  thedoogh  naendii,  nor  do  we  intend  to  mend  them,  or  have 

la  ealar,  aad  the  bakar  was  any  thing  to  do  with  them.**    The  shoemaker's 

williaaoUshivariag,afwUahbadied  ia  wife  desired  the  servant  to  aoroe  in,  and  1^ 

laadiVa.    Ia hia  wiO  he  left  600 francs  to  tha  Ik  6oeto  kr«f(/';  **  f.>r,>' said  she,  •*  I  will  not 

dhaMi^  aMiesaad  his  aoormitias,  and  besoo^  toueh  them  ;**  and  it  appears  that  both  the  sboe- 

te  fnjtn  af  hk  frieads. — ^la  aaother,  we  are  maker  and  his  family  had  been  afraid  evea  to  put 

isUof  Iha  diaeovary  of  a  miraculous  imago,  which  their  fingers  upon  them,  and  doubtless  imagined 

aill  ho  a  permanent  aource  of  ecclesiastical  reve-  that  the  irery  circurnstance  of  their  having  been 

aas.    Tfaas  image  is  that  of  a  saint,  nHbich  has  received  into  the  housu  would  operatv  as  an  evU 

bsea  fer  tha  hut  two  oenturies  concealed  in  a  omen.— On  the  day  previous  to  his  leaving  that 

It  vraa  discovored  by  means  of  a  little  place,  he  sent  his  servant  to  engage  a  chaiso  to 

bird  psrdiad  upon  a  briDiant  crucifix,  which  carry  them  to  the  neit  town.    The  servant  toM 

the  apot.   Since  the  discovery,  the  lame  the  landUuly  of  the  inn  (whidi  was  the  only  one 

■alt,  tha  sidk  are  healed,  and  the  blind  recover  from  which  a  carriage  could  be  procured)  tlwt  her 

ihair  eight,  by  resorting   to   the   consecrated  master  wished  to  hire  a  chaise  for  to-morrow  to 

pnmtti,  carry  them  to  N .    The  landlady  told  her  it 

It  knot  above  fifteea  or  aixteea  years  ago  since  could  not  be  granted.    '<  For  what  reason  ?"  said 

te  kta  AWiandar  Davidson,  A.  M.,  lecturer  on  the  maid.    **  Ymt  kmem  very  lestt  what  i»  the reo' 

pbikwophy  and  chemistry,  when  in  son,*'  said  the  landlady ,  in  a  very  emphatical 

aMMfa  annoyed  by  tha  auperstitious  tone.    After  the  servant  returned  with  thas  reply, 

and  iafemal  agency  which  Mr.  Davidson  himself  went  to  the  inn,  when  the 

■01  pravaihi  amoag  a  large  portion  of  the  lower  Ibllowing  diabgue  took  place  between  him  and 

in   that  ooaatiy.    When  delivering  a  thelanllady:— "Well, madam,  can  you  give  me  a 

nf  leetaiea  k  a  oamll  towa  not  (ar  from  chaise  to-morrow  to  carry  mo  to  Newryt*' "No; 

J,  tha  naaoor  of  the  aiperimenu  he  for  our  horses  are  very  tired,  as  they  have  been 

spread  among  the  body  of  the  people,  out  all  day,  and  they  cannot  go  to-morrow."  «<  O 

MMT  af  whMB  had  Kstmied  at  thie  outside  of  the  dear,  madam,  is  thattheonly  reason  f  You  know 

hdkvihkbbalaelnrad,  lathelonddetoaatioaa  veiy  well /con  mafcetkm  go."    The  kndkdy, 

paiaaad  by  elaetrieal  aad  other  aaperiments,  potting  on  a  grave  eoontenaaee,  repUad  with  em* 

pmlkakffiy  the  aaqploaioBsaf  hydrogen  gas.  Tha  phaais,  <<  freoUibuNelAalnsry  tssff.    Weknow 

Bm|ori^afthakhabiiaato  believed  ha  waa  thatyouoouUsiiiJIdklBani,  ifyoaafaooelodoit. 

uiiklH  inii  — — ■aim.  Mil  iikliiii  Butliballgiveyou  thaehaiM,loo«i7y«ioat 
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of  the  place,  mud  make  the  tewn  rid  of  you  :  butit  the  southan  shore,  till  it  appwadwd  vwy  e 

is  nore  Uvrftar  of  you  than  hoe  lo  you  that  I  ooo-  be  then  saw  to  his  great  suqyrtse,  •  kr, 

sent  to  grant  you  my  chaise.*' — Such  were  the  ab-  peodicuiar  rock,  where  he  knew  the  ahoi 

surd  and  superstitious  notions  prevalent  among  low  and  almost  flat.    As  the  boat  advai 

(he  lower  class  of  the  Irish  in  1614  or  1816 ;  and  little  nearer,  the  rock  seemed  to  split  pei 

these  were  net  the  only  instances  in  which  they  cuiarly  into  portions,  which  separated  a 

were  manifested,  but  only  specimens  of  what  fre-  distances  from  one  another ;  he  next  saw 

qiiently  occurred  in  other  parts  of  that  country.  perpendicular  divisions  moTe,and  upon  app 

However  clearly  persons  oT'Oducation  and  in-  ing  a  little  nearer,  found  it  was  a  nuir 

telligence  may  perceive  the  absurdity  and  (utility  people  standing  on  the  beach,  waiting  the 

of  the  sup«*rstitious  notions  and  practices  to  whidi  «f  the  ferry  boat." 

I  have  now  referred, — it  is  a  fact,  well  known  ta  Speetre$  are  Jre^enify  occ&mmed  6y  i 

those  who  have  been  conversant  among  the  lower  GasseiKli,  the  philoso|»her,  found  a  num 

orders  of  society,  that  they  still  prevail  to  a  very  people  going  to  put  a  man  to  death  for  '. 

considerable  extent  among  the  untutored  ranks,  intercourse  with  (he  devil,  a  crime  wbi 

•oven  of  our  own  country.    Nothing  but  a  more  poor  wretch  readily  adtnowledgod.     Ga 

assiduous  cultitation  of  the  rational  powers,  and  begged  of  the  people,  that  they  would  pent 

a  universal  diffusion  of  usefiil  knewledge  among  hrst  to  examine  the  wizard,  before  pu:tiu 

the  inferior  classes  of  society,  can  be  expected  to  death,    lliey  4id  so,  and  Gassendi,  up 

thoroughly  to  uadermyie  and  eradicate  audi  opi-  amination,  found,  that  the  man  firmly  b( 

oions,  and  to  prevent  the  baneful  and  pernicious  binaelf  guilty  of  this  impossible  crime;  h 

consequences  to  which  they  lead.  offered  to  Gassendi  to  introduce  him  to  the 

The   philosopher  agreed,  and  when  mi 

No.  y II. •— Cirmtiutanoea  tohiek  kaoe  oamsisis-  came,  the  mail  gave  him  a  pill,  which  be 

mlfy  led  to  the  bel^f  of  Speetree  and  Jifpari'  was  necessary  te  swallow   beibre  settir 

lieiu.    P.  23.  Gassendi  look  the  pill,  but  gave  it  to  hit 

The  man  having  swalbwed  his,  f«ll  into  ; 

ft  is  certain,  that  indistinct  vision  and  optical  found    sleep,  during   which  be  seemed 

illusions  have,  in  many  instances,  been  the  soui^  agitated  by  dreams ;  the  dog  was  afi*ec(ec 

ces  of  terror,  and  have  produced  a  belief  of  su-  similar  manner.    When  the  man  awoke  h 

pematural  appearances.      When  we  ha>o  no  gratuiated  Gassendi  on  the  favourable  rec 

cthermode  of  judging  of  an  unknown  ofafect  but  he  had  met  with  from  his  sabie  highnet 

by  ihe  angle  it  forms  in  the  eye,  its  magnitude  was  with  difficulty  Gassendi  convinced  hi 

will  uniibnnly  increase  in  proporttoa  to  ita  near-  the  whole  was  a  dream,  the  efffect  of  ao 

ness.    If  it  appears,  when  at  the  distance  of  medicines,  and  that  he  had  never  stirred 

forty  or  fifty  paces,  to  be  only  a  few  feet  high,  its  one  spot  during  the  whole  night, 

height,  when  within  three  or  four  ieec  dC  the  Drunkenneee  hoM  aho  the  paner  ofereetn 

eye,  will  appear  to  bu  above  forty  times  greater,  paritione.    Drunkenness  seldom  or  never  c 

•r  many  fnihoras  in  dimension.     An  object  of  fear ;  and,  therefore,  it  may  at  6rst  sight 

this  kind,  must  naturally  excite  terror  and  asto-  stranj;e,  that  persons  should   imagine  ih' 

oishment  in  the  spectator,  till  he  approadies  and  ghosts  when  under  the  influence  of  intoxic 

recognises  it  by  actual  feeling ;  for  the  moment  But  it  is  observable,  that  the  ghosts  whic 

a  man  knows  an  object,  the  gigantic  appearance  drunkard  imagines  he  sees,  he  beholds  no 

it  assumed  in  tiie  eye,  instantly  diminishes,  and  the  same  terror  and  alarm,  as  men  that  are  i 

its  apparent  magnitude  is  reduced  to  its  real  he  is  not  afraid  of  them;  he  has  the  court 

dimensions.    But  if,  instead  ef  approaching  such  converse  with  them,  and  even  to  fight  thi 

an  object,  the  spectator  flies  from  it,  he  can  have  they  give  him  provocation.    Like  Bums'  * 

no  other  idea  of  it,  but  from  the  image  which  it  o'  Shanter,'*  give  him  "  fair  play-- he  car 

fermed  in  the -eye;  and  in  this  case,  bo  may  af^  de'ila  a  bodle."  A  roan  returning  home  intc 

firm  vrith  truth,  that  he  saw  an  ob|ect  terrible  in  ed,  affirmed,  that  he  had  met  with  the  devil 

its  aspect,  and  enormous  in  its  size.    Such  illiH  that,  aAer  a  severe  encounter,  he  had  vany 

tiions  frequently  occur,  when  persons  are  walking  him,  and  brought  him  to  (he  ground,  to  wh 

through  desert  and  unfiraquented  tracts  of  country,  had  nailed  him  fast,  by  driving  his  staff*  th 

surrounded  with  a  fog,  or  in  the  dusk  of  the  his  body.    Next  morning,  the  staff*  was 

evening,  when  a  solitary  tree,  a  bush,  an  old  stuck  with  great  violence  into  a  heap  of  ta 

wall,  a  cairn  of  atonea,  a  sheep  or  a  cow,  may  Dreamt  may  heoontidered  ae  amother  am 

appear  as  phantoms  of  a  monstrous  aize.    The  <qtparitUma.    While  the  mind  is  under  the 

writer  of  an  artide  in  the  '*  Encydopssdia  Bri-  ence  of  a  dream,  it  considers  itas  much  a  r 

lannica,'*  states,  that  <*  ha  was  passing  the  Frith  as  it  does  any  particular  action  when  ai 

nf  Forth  at  Ctueenaferry,  one  morning  which  was  and,  therefore,  if  a  person  of  a  vreaksuperat 

eitramely  foggy.    Though  the  water  is  only  two  mind  should  have  a  very  lively  dream  whi 

■Uai  brotdi  tka  boat  did  not  gt  t  withts  tight  of  toreiti  hia  |iaiiion«,  it  may  make  ao  deop  i 
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noa,  thai  Im  miy  be  6mly  ooannced  he  hu  about  him,  should  imaf  ine  he  levs  ghosu  in  those 

nUy  eeen  with  his  ejus,  what  has  only  pass-  places  where  he  helievrs  tliey  ho\'er,  esjiecialiy 

bdwe  bii  inaginatiao ;  enieciaJly  when  we  at  the  hour  or  midnight,  when  the  slightest  aid  of 

mder ,  that  there  are  timet  of  •kimber  when  we  the  inuiginaiion  ran  transform  a  cow  into  a  nion- 

)  tot  Mosible  of  being  asleep.    Oo  this  prin-  strous  phantom,  and  the  reAection  of  the  beams  of 

ik,  some  haro  endeavoured  to  account  (or  the  the  moon  from  a  little  water  into  a  ghost  wiih  a 

ecire  which  is  said  to  have  appeared  to  Brutus,  winding-sheet ;  or  a  sound  which  is  near,  such  as 

k  related,  that  at  Phitippi,  the  night  before  he  the  rustling  of  tlie  Ivares  of  a  tree,  the  lutise  of 

IS  battle  to  Augustas  Cesar,  he  saw  a  fearful  falling  waters,  or  tlie  screams  of  animals,  when 

piritioo ;  it  was  in  the  dead  of  night,  when  referred  to  a  great  distance,  may  be  ma^rnificd 

I   whole   camp    was    perfectly    quiet,    that  into  horrid  and  unearthly  voices ;  for,  in  such 

iMs  was  employed  in  his  tent,  in  reading  by  cases,  a  timid  and  untutored  mind  seldom  8tu|M  to 

sap  that  was  just  oipiring ;  on  a  sudden  be  inquire  into  tht.  cause  of  its  alarms.    Ttie  ccle- 

atht  he  heard  a  noise  as  if  somebody  entered,  brated  historian  l>e  Thou,  had  a  rery  singular 

d  Nnking  towards  the  door,  he  perceived  it  adventure  at  Saianur,  in  llie  year  1598,  which 

ea;  a  gigantic  figure  with  a  (rightful  aspect,  shows  the  hsfipy  effects  crf'a  calm  inquiry  into  the 

od  betore  hin,  wad  continued  to  gaze  upon  cause  of  any  alarming  or  extraordinary  a|»pear- 

B  with  silent  severity.    At  Ust,  Brutus  had  ance.    One  night,  having  retired  to  rest  very 

■age  to  speak  to  it :  "  Art  thou  a  demon  or  a  mudi  fatigued,  while  he  was  enjoying  a  sound 

ml  man  T   and  why  comest  thou  to  me  ?"  sleep,  he  felt  a  very  extraordinary  weight  upon 

M  phantom  is  said  to  have  replied,  '*  Brutus,  his  fSeet,  which,  Iiaving  made  him  torn  suddenly, 

■  thy  evil  genius,  thou  shall  see  me  a^n  at  fell  down  and  awakened  Wim,    At  first  he  ima- 

ffip|H.**     **Well  then,'*  answered  Brutus,  gined  that  it  had  been  only  a  dream,  but  hearing 

ieDt  beiag  discomposed,  "  we  shall    meet  soon  after  some  noise  in  his  chamber,  he  drew 

IB  ;**  upon  which  the  phantom  vanished,  and  aside  the  curuins,  and  saw,  by  the  help  of  the 

Has,  calling  to  his  servants,  asked  them  if  moon,  which  at  that  time  shone  very  bright,  a 

f  had  seen  any  thing ;  to  which  replying  in  karge  white  figure  walking  up  and  down,  and  at 

negative,  be  again  resumed  his  studies,  the  same  time  observed  upon  a  chair  some  rags, 

ii  cireomstaaoe  is  related  by  historians  as  a  which  he  thought  belonged  to  thieves  who  had 

sn,  bat  eonsidflring  the  circumstances,  one  come  to  rob  him.     The  figure  then  approaching 

f  easily  judge  it  to  have  been  but  a  'short  his  bed,  he  had  the  courage  to  ask  it  what  it  was. 

ua;  for,  sitting  in  his  tent,  pensive  and  trou-  **  I  am  (said  the  6gure)the  Queen  of  Heaven." 

I  with  the  horror  of  his  hite  rash  act,  it  was  Had  such  a  figure  appeared  to  any  creduknis  ig- 

haid  for  him,  slumbering  in  the  cold,  (o  dream  norant  man,  he  would,  doubtless,  have  trembled 

hat  which  most  affrighted  him ;  which  fear,  with  fear,  and  frightened  the  whole   neijshbour- 

vf  degrees  it  made  him  wake,  so  it  must  have  hood  with  a  marvelltius  description  of  it.  But  Oe 

le  the  apparition  by  degrees  to  vanish  ;  and  Thou  had  too  much  understanding  to  bo  so  im- 

isg  no  assurance  that  he  slept,  ho  could  have  posed  upon.    On  hearing  the  words  which  drop- 

iiisr  to  think  it  a  dream,  or  any  thing  else  ped  from  the  figure,  he  immediately  concluded 

I  a  vis  ion.    Whatever  may  be  said  as  to  that  it  was  some  mad  woman,  got  up,  called  his 

sohitiQa  of  the  case,  certain  it  is,  that  vivid  servants,  and  ordered  them   to  turn  her  out  of 

ns  in  certain  stales  of  mind,  have  been  doors ;  after  which  he  returned  to  bed  and  fell 

taken  fiir  real  apparitions,  of  which  various  asleep.    Next  morning,  he  found  that  he  had  not 

inces  could  be  adduced,  did  our  limits  permit,  been  deceived  in  his  conjecture,  and  that  having 

•Vsr  i«  another  fertile  source  of  Spectres.  As  forgot  to  shut  his  door,  this  female  figure  had  e^ 

tial  darkness  and  obscurity  are  the  most  com-  caped  from  her  keepers,  and  entered  his  apart- 

1  cireumstances  by  whidi  the  sight  is  deceiv-  ment.  The  brave  Schomberg,  to  whom  De  Thou 

ss  night  is  the  8ca.'<on  in  which  a|>paritiims  related  his  adventure  some  days  afler,  confessed 

most  frequently  said  to  be  seen.     The  stale  that  in  such  a  case  he  would  not  have  shown  so 

Im  mind  at  that  tirap,  especially  when  a  person  much  courage.     The  King   likewise,  who  was 

dene,  prepares  it  for  the  admission  of  stx^h  informed  of  it  by  Schomberg,  made  the  same  ac* 

wions  of  the  imagination.    The  ft;ar  and  cau-  knowledgroent. — See  Kncy.  Brit.,  Art.  £l]peefrc. 

I  which  night  naturally  inspireai,  the  o(>portu-  The  following  relation  contains  a  description 

f  it  afTurds  for  ainhuscados,  robberies,  and  as-  of  an  apparition  of  a  difTereni  kind,  no  less  appal- 

siBitinns,  the  deprivation  of  social  intercourse,  ling.     Mr.    Schmidt,  mathematical  teacher  at 

1  die  interruption  of  many  pleasing  trains  of  the  school  of  Pforte,  near  Naumburg,  which  had 

as  which  objects  in  the  light  never  fail  to  pro-  formerly  been  a  cloister,  once  happened  to  awake 

oe,  are  all  circumstances  of  terror,  and  favour-  suddenly  as  the  morning  began  to  dawn.    On 

b  to  the  illusions  of  a  limid  imagination ;  and  opening  his  eyes,  ho  beheld  with  astonishment  a 

irefere,  it  is  by  no  means  strange,  tliat  an  igno-  monk  standing  at  the  foot  of  his  bed.    Looking 

M person  with  a  mind  imculiivated  and  uain-  at  him  steadfiuitiy,  he  appeared  to  be  well-fed; 

wisd,  and  witli  all  the  prejudices  of  the  nursery  and  his  head,  Gu  from  small,  was  sunk  a  littls 
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between  a  pair  of  very  broad  shouldert.  The 
chhjnber  was  fufficiently  secured  ;  Mr.  Schmidt 
alone  slept  in  it ;  and  he  was  very  certain  that 
DO  one  would  atlempt  to  put  a  trick  upon  him  in 
Jest.  He  knew  also,  that  no  part  of  his  clothes  or 
any  thin^  else  was  hanging  at  his  bed*s  fiiot. 
The  figure  exactly  revenibled  that  of  a  monk, 
clothed  in  a  white  surplice,  the  falling  fokls  of 
which  were  very  clearly  ti)  be  distinguittlied.  Had 
an  ignorant  and  timid  man  beheld  this  appear- 
ance, he  would  probably  have  covered  himself  up 
with  the  bed  clolhos,  and  firmly  maintained  that 
the  ghost  of  a  monk  had  appeared  to  him.  As 
the  school  had  formerly  been  a  cloister,  many 
monks  had  been  buried  both  in  the  church  and 
diurch*yard,  and  it  was  currently  reported  among 
the  vulgar  that  the  place  was  haunted.  Mr. 
Schmidt,  however,  was  neither  ignorant  nor  ti- 
mid, and  he  imracdialely-conjectured  that  his  eyes 
were  deceived,  though  he  could  not  imagine  in 
what  manner.  He  raised^  hinuelf  up  a  little  in 
his  bed,  but  the  apparition  did  not  move,  he  only 
saw  socnewhat  more  of  it,  and  the  folds  of  the 
aorplioe  wera  still  more  conspicuous.  After  a 
little  while  he  moved  towards  the  right,  yet  the 
apparition  remained,  and  he  seemed  to  hav<S  in 
part  a  side  view  of  it ;  but  as  souo  as  he  had 
moved  his  head  so  far  as  to  have  a  slight  glimpse 
«f  the  bed's  foot,  the  apparition  retreated  back- 
ward, though  still  with  its  face  to  the  bed.  Fol- 
lowing the  apparition  quickly  with  his  eyes,  it  re- 
treated with  speed,  swelled  as  it  retreated  to  a 
gigantic  form,  a  rustling  noise  was   heard,  and 

at  once  the  apparition  was  changed  into  the 

gothic  window  with  while  curtains  which  was 
opposite  the  bed's  foot,  and  about  six  or  seven 
feet  discance  from  it.  Several  times  afler  this 
Mr,  Schmidt  endeavoured  when  he  awoke  to  see 
the  same  appearance,  but  4ono  purpose,  the  win- 
dow always  looking  like  a  window  only.  Some 
weeks  after,  however,  on  awakening,  as  the  day. 
began  to  dawn,  he  again  perceived  the  monk's 
apparition  at  the  bed's  foot.  Being  now  aware 
what  occasioned  it,  he  examined  it  narrowly. 
The  great  arch  of  the  window  formed  the  monk's 
shoulders,  a  smaller  arch,  in  the  centre  of  this, 
his  head,  and  the  curtains  the  surplice.  The 
fokls  of  these  appeared  nuich  stronger  than  they 
did  at  the  same  distance  by  day-light.  Thus  the 
figure  of  the  monk  appeared  plainer,  nearer,  and 
■mailer,  than  the  window  would  have  done.  This 
apparition,  therefore,  like  hundreds  of  ethers, 
was  merely  an  optical  deception.  The  reader 
will  find  a  more  particular  description  of  it,  with 
an  optical  and  mathematical  explanation  of  the 
phenomenon,  in  vol.  i.  of"  The  Pleasing  Pre- 
ceptor," translated  from  the  German  of  Gerhard 
Ulrich  Anthony  Vieth. 

Another  caus«}  of  apparitions,  and  of  the  belief 
in  supernatural  appearances,  is  to  be  found  in 
tkg  artySceB  and  celUuiena  of  impoUort,  and  the 
triduifO^  UM^guA.    Dr.  Plot,  in  his  Natuml 


History  of  Oztbrdshire,  raktea  a  tawalloiiatlMj 
which  will  illustrated  this  posilico.  Soon  afiii 
the  murder  of  King  Charles  I.,  a  oonmiMioa  mi 
appointed  to  survey  the  King's  bouso  at  WoaA 
stock,  with  the  manor,  park,  waoda,  and  oda 
demesnes  belanging  to  that  manor.  One  KjA 
line,  under  a  feigned  name,  hired  himself  u 
secretary  to  the  rommisaiooera,  wba,  npon  th 
ISth  October  1649,  met,  and  took  up  their  raifr 
denoe  in  the  King's  own  rooms.  Hia  majealy^ 
bed*  chamber  they  made  their  kitchen,  tha  coai> 
cil-hall  their  pantry,  and  the  preaeacc-chamhw 
was  the  place  where  they  met  for  the  detpatch  d 
business.  His  tnajeaty's  dining-room  they  mnis 
their  wood-yard,  and  stored  ic  with  the  wood  d 
the  famous  royal  oak  from  ihaHigh  Park,  whidh 
that  nothing  might  be  left  with  the  name  of  Kinf 
about  it,  they  had  dug  up  1^  the  roota,  and  spUl 
and  bundled  up  into  fagota  for  their  firumi 
Things  being  thus  prepared,  they  aat  on  the  l€y 
for  the  despatch  of  businem ;  and,  in  tha  midrt  d 
their  first  debate,  there  entered  a  large  Uadkdi|| 
(as  they  diought)  which  made  a  dreadful  howi> 
ing,  overturnml  two  or  three  of  their  chairs,  and 
then  crept  under  a  bed  and  vanished.  This  gam 
them  the  greater  surprise,  as  the  doora  were  kapl 
constantly  locked,  so  that  no  real  dog  eouU  gat  ii 
or  out.  The  next  day  their  rarprite  waa  » 
creased,  when  sitting  at  dinner  in  a  lower  roomi 
they  heard  plainly  the  noise  of  persons  walkinf 
over  their  heads,  though  they  well  knew  ikf 
doors  were  all  locked,  and  there  could  be  nobdl^ 
there.  Presently  afler,  they  heard  also  all  lbs 
wood  of  the  King's  oak  brought  by  parcela  from 
the  dining-room,  and  thrown  with  great  violencr 
into  the  presence  chamber,  as  also  all  the  chains 
stools,  tables,  and  other  furniture  (brcibly  hwW 
about  the  room;  their  papers,  oontaining  ihs 
minutes  of  their  transactions,  were  torn,  and  tht 
ink-glass  broken.  When  all  thia  noiae  haii 
ceased,  Giles  Sharp,  their  secretary,  proposed  is 
enter  first  into  these  rooau ;  and  in  preaonoa  ef 
the  commissioners,  from  whom  be  reeeived  tks 
key,  he  opened  the  doors,  and  (bund  the  wood 
spread  about  the  room,  the  chain  tossed  aboot 
aiid  broken,  the  papers  torn,  but  not  the  letd 
track  of  any  human  creature,  nor  die  leaat  reamt 
to  suspect  one,  as  the  doors  were  aU  iast,  and  tbi 
keys  in  the  custody  of  the  commiaaionera.  It 
was  therefore  unanimously  agreed  thai  the  powtf 
that  did  this  mischief  must  have  entered  at  tkt 
key-hole.  The  night  following,  Sharp,  thai 
tary,  with  two  of  the  comniissionera' 
as  they  were  in  bed  in  the  same  room, 
room  was  contiguous  to  that  where  the 
sioners  lay,  had  their  beds*  feet  lifted  up  ao 
higher  than  their  heads,  that  they  expected  M 
have  their  necks  broken,  and  then  they  vrara  Id 
fall  at  once  with  so  much  violence  aa  dMok  Ai 
whole  House,  aou  more  toan  ever  terrified  A* 
commissioners.  Ov  the  night  of  the  19lh,  •■ 
they  were  «1)  'a  <tad  in  tha  the aama  nam  ki 
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|Rtfer nfel J,  hmI  iighti  banring  bjthem,  tho  ing  like  a  bear;  it  walked  manjr  timeg  abouti 

eudla  in  an  instant  wmt  out  with  agul|>hurous  then  threw  ths  wamiing-pan   violently   on    iho 

nwH,  aad  that  moment  many  Irenchera  of  wood  Hoor ;  at  tbe  same  time  a  large  quantity  ofbrttken 

«»e huried  ^Mut  the  room,  which  neit  muming  glass,  accompauietl  with  great  stones  and  horso 

ncrrfnind  to  be  the  lame  their  honours  had  bones,  came  pouring  into  the  room- with  uncom- 

(■tcnoatcftheday  before,  which  were  all  remoT-  monfi^ce.     On  the  lit  of  Noveinb«*r  the  mosit 

•d  fram  the  pantry,  though  not  a  lock  was  found  dreadful  scene  of  all  enyui'd.      Candles  in  every 

■peoediirthe  whole  house.    The  next  night  they  i»art  of  tbe  room  were  lighted  up,  and  a  great  firti 

findstiU  worse  ;  the  candles  went  out  as  before,  made;  at  midnight,  the  candk*s  all  yet  burning,  a 

lbs  eurtains  of  their  honnurs'beds  were  rattled  to  noise  like  the  bursting  of  a  cannon  was  heard  hi 

lad  fro  with  great  nolence,  they  received  many  the  room,  and  the  Ixirnini;  billets  were  toiiSi>fi 

owl  blows  and  bruises  by  eight  great  pewter  about  by  it  even  into  their  honours'  beds,  who 

tiriws,  and  a  number  <^  wtxidvn  trenchers  being  called  Giles  and  his  companions  to  their  relief, 

An>«n  on  ihek  bedn,  which,  being  heaved  off,  otherwise  the  house  had  been  burnt  to  the  ground  ; 

vers  heard  lolliDg about  the  room,  though  in  the  about  an  hour  after,  the  caitdles  went  out  as 

■onung  Bone  of  theae  were  to  be  seen.  usual,  the  crack  as  of  many  cannon  was  heard, 

The  next  night  tiho  keeper  of  the  king's  house  and  nwny  pailfuls  of  green  stinking  water  were 

nd  his  dog  lay  ior  the  commissioners' room,  and  thrown  upon  their  honours*  beds,  great  stones 

ikea  they  had  no  disturbance.     But  on  the  night  were  also  thrown  in  as  before,  the  bed-ciirtaim 

tf  the  22d,  though  the  dog  lay  in  the  room  as  be-  and  bedsteads  torn   and  broken,  the  windows 

fiire,yelthe  candles  went  out,  a  number  of  bfick-  shattered,  and  tlie  whole  neighbourhood  alarmed 

btts  fell  from  the  chimney  into  the  room,  the  with  tlie  most  dreadful  noises ;  nay,  the  very  nil>» 

^Qg  howled  piteously,  their  bed-clothes  were  all  bit-etealers,  that  were  abroad  that  night  in  the 

Kripped  off,  and  tbehr  terror  increased.    On  the  warren,  were  so  terrified,  that  they  fled  for  fear, 

Ml  they  thought  all  the  wood  of  the  king's  oak  and  left  their  furrets  behind  them.    One  of  their 

«u  violently  thrown  down  by  their  bed-sides;  honours  this  night  spoke,  and,  ta  thejiame  of 

they  counted  64  billets  that  fell,  and  some  hit  Ood,  mkni  vpfiat  it  teas,  and  wf^  ii  di$lurbetl 

■d  shook  the  beds  in  which  they  lay ;  but  in  the  Ihem  tn?     No  an:iwer  was  given  to  this ;  but 

■oming  none  was  fotmd  there,  nor  had  the  door  the  noiso  ceased  for  a  while,  when  the  spirit 

ksca  opened  where  the  billet-wood  was    kept,  came  again ;  and,  as  they  all  agreed,  brmtght 

Tbe  nest  night  the  candles  were  put  out,  tho  teith  it  Kvendevilt  wane  than  itw^f.    One  of  the 

lins  rattled,  and  a  dreadful  crack  like  thun-  servants  now  lighted  a  large  candle,  and  set  it  in 


tkr  was  heard ;  and  one  of  the  servants  nmning  in  tho  doorway  between  the  two  chambers,  to  see 

kisle,  thinking  his  master    was    killed,  found  what  iiassed ;  and  as  he  watched  it,  he  plainly 

tiiree  dozen  of  trenchers  laid  smoothly  iimler  the  sawn  hoof  s!riklni;;  the  candle  and  candlestick 

fiih  by  him.     But  all  thi:*  wa<i  nothin;^  to  what  into  the   middle  of  tho  room,  and  afterwards, 

Mcoeeded  aflerwards.      Tho  29ih,  about  mid-  makin;;  three  scrapes  over  the  snuff,  scraped  it 

light,  the  candles  went  out,  sometJiing  walkod  out.     U|K>n  this  the  same  person  was  so  bold  ns 

■ijesitically  ihrou;j[h  tho  room,  ami  opened  and  to  draw  a  sword,  but  \w.  had  iicarce  got  it  out 

ihoi  the  winiiows ;  great  stone*  were  thrown  when  he  fell  another   invisiMe  hand  holding  it 

HbiCBtly  into  the  room,  some  of  which  fell  on  too,  and  pullino  it  from  him,  and  at  length  pre- 

the  bedi,  others  on  the  floor;  anJ  at  about   a  vailins,  struck  him  so  violently  on  the  heail  with 

fsarter  afler  one,  a  noi^ie  was  heard  as  of  f^rty  the  pummel,  that  he  fell  down  for  (hrad  with  the 

aanon  discharged  together,  and  again  repeate  I  at  blow.    At  tliis  instant  was  heard  another  bijr«t 

iboot  eight  minutes  interval.     Thienlanned  and  like  the  di^charg')  of  the  broadside  of  a  ship  of 

nised  all   the  neighbourhood,  who  coming  into  war,  and  at  the  interval  of  a  minute  or  two  be- 

^irhoootirs' room,  gathered  up  the  great  stones,  tween  each,  no  less  than   19   such  discharges. 

faorscore  in   number,  and  laid  them  by  in  the  These  shook  the  house  so  violently  that  they  ex- 

eoraer  of  a  field,  where,  in  Dr.  Plot's  lime,  they  pecte<l  every  moment  it  would  fall  upon  their 

vsre  to  he  seen.    This  noise,  like  the  discharge  heads.     Tho  neighbours  being  all  alarmed,  flock- 

tf  cannon,  was  heard  over  the  country  for  several  ed  to  tho  hou^e  in  great  numbers,  and  all  joined 

■iles  round.     During  these  noises  the  comm is-  in  prayer  and  psalm-singing;  during  which  the 

mera  and  their  servants  gave  one  aix>ther  over  noise  continued  in  the  other  rooms,  and  the  dis- 

fcr  k>st  and  cried  out  for  help;  and  Qiles  Sharp,  charge  of  cannons  was  heard  as  firom  without, 

■atdiing  up  a  sword,  had  well  nigh  killed  one  though  no  visible  agent  was  seen  to  discharge 

tf  dwir  honours,  mistaking  hrm  for  the  spirit,  aa  them.     But  what  was  the  most  alarming  of  all, 

ks  came  in  hb  shirt  from  his  own  room  to  theirs,  and  put  an  end  to  their  proceedings  effectually. 

While  they  were  together  the  noise  was  continu-  happened  the  next  day,  as  they  were  all  at  dinner, 

•d,  and  part  of  the  tiling  of  the  house  was  strip-  when  a  paper,  in  which  they  had  signed  a  mu- 

pad  dT,  and  all  the  windows  of  an  upper  room  tual  agreement  to  reserve  a  part  of  the  premises 

vere  taken  away  with  it.     On  tho  90th,  at  mid-  out  of  the  general  survey,  and  afterwards  to  share 

•i^t,  ■oniething  walked  into  tbe  chamber  tread-  it  equally  among  themselves,  (which  p^ier  they 

33 
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hftd  hid  for  the  pretent  ander  the  e&rth  in  a  pot  fused  her  to  him.    If  70a  obej  this  admontaon 

in  one  corner  of  the  room,  and  in  which  an  orange  I  shall  soon  be  deliverad  from  this  place  of  lor- 

tree  grew,)  was  consumed  in  a  wonderful  roan-  ment.    You  will  at  the  safpe  time  provide  a 

ner  by  the  earth's  taking  fire  with  which  the  pot  worthy  huiband  for  your  daughter,  ami  procon 

was  filled,  and   burning  violently  with  a  blue  everlasting  repose  to  the  soul  of  your  poor  hoi- 

flame  and  an  intolerable  stench,  so  that  they  were  band.''    The  widow  could  not  for  a  momeal 

all  driven  out  of  the  house  to  which  they  could  resist  this  dreadfiil  summons,  which  had  mM  ihs 

never  be  again  prevailed  upon  to  return.  meet    distant  appearance  of  proceeding  fram 

This  story  has  been  somewhat  abridged  from  Louis  Brahant,  whose  countenance  ezhilnted  ao 

the  Encyclopaedia  Briitannica,  where  it  is  quoted  visible  change,  and  whose  lips  were  close  aad 

from  Dr.  Plot's  history.    If  I  recollect  right,  it  motionless  during  the  delivery  of  it.    Aooordiiif- 

is  embodied  in  the  book  entitled  "  Satan's  Invi-  ly,  she  consented  immediately  to  receive  him  for 

sible  World  Discovered,"  and  the  extraordinary  her    son>in-law. — ^Louis's    finances,    however, 

occurrences  it  relates  ascribed  to  Satanic  influ-  were  in  a  very  k>w  situation,  and  the  fermalitMi 

ence.    At  the  time  they  happened,  they  were  attending  the  marriage-contract  rendered  it  b^ 

viewed  as  the  effects  of  supernatural  powers ;  cessary  for  him  to  exhibit  some  show  of  richaii 

and  even  Dr.  Plot  seems  disposed  to  ascribe  and  not  to  give  the  ghost  the  lie  direct.    He,  to 

them  to  this  cause.     **  Though  many  tricks,"  cordingly,  went  to  work  on  a  fresh  flubjaot,  cm 

lays  the  Doctor,  "have  been  often  played  in  Comu,  an  oM  and  rich  banker  at  Lyooa,  who  had 

aifaira  of  this  kind,  many  of  the  things  above  re-  accumulated  immense  wealth  Iqr  usury  and  ed^ 

lated  are  not  recoocileable  with  juggling ;  such  as  tortion,  and  was  known  to  be  haiuited  by  remorN 

the  loud  noises  beyond  the  powers  of  man  to  ofconscience,dn  account  of  the  manner  in  whioh 

make  without  such  instruments  as  were  not  there;  he  had  acquired  it.    Having  contracted  an  iirtt^ 

the  tearing  and  breaking  the  beds  -,  the  throwing  mate  acquaintance  with  thu  man,  he,  one  day, 

about  the  fire ;  the  hoof  treading  out  the  candle ;  while  they  were  sitting  together  in  the  asurer^ 

and  the  striving  for  the  sword  ;  and  the  blow  the  little  back  parlour,  artfully  turned  the  oooversft* 

man  received  from  the  pummel  of  it."     [t  was  at  tion  00  religious  subjects,  on  demons,  and  spc» 

length  ascertained,  however,  that  this  wonderful  tres,  the  pains  of  purgatory,  and  the  t^Mrmeafiiirf 

OQQtrivance  was  all  the  invention  of  the  meroora-  -hell.    During  an  interval  of  silence  beCwaaa 

ble  Joseph  Collins  of  Oxford,  otherwise  called  them,  a  voice  was  heard,  which,  to  the  astonklMd 

Pim>^  Jotf  who,  having  hired  himself  as  secre-  banker,  seemed  to  be  (bat  of  his  deceased  fttheri 

tary  under  the  name  of  Oilet  Sharps  by  knowing  compUuning,  as  in  the  former  case,  of  his  dwtd> 

the  private  traps  belonging  to  the  house,  and  by  ful  situation  in  purgatory,  and  calling  npoa  hJm 

the  help  of  Pu^jPalinmant,  and  other  chemical  to  deliver  him  instantly  from  thence,  by  pottng 

preparations,  and  letting  his  felk>w-servants  into  into  the  hands  of  Louis  Brahant,  then  with  hiiii 

the  scheme,  carried  on  the  deceit  without  dts-  a  large  sum  for  the  redemption  of  ChriatiaM 

covery  to  the  very  last.  then  in  slavery  with  the  Turks ;  thre^eaii^  hkf% 

Veniriloqtutm  is  another  mmree  whence  a  belitf  at  the  same  time,  with  eternal  damnation,  if  ha 

qftqtpantionahai  been  induced.    Qy  this  art,  cer-  did  not  take  this  method  to  expiate,  UkewtWi 

tain  persons  can  so  modify  their  voice  as  to  make  his  own  sins.    Louis  Brabant,  of  course,  af^ 

it  appear  to  the  audience  to  proceed  fitxn  any  dis-  fected  a  due  degree  of  astonishment  on  the  ooofki 

tance,  and  in  any  direction,  and  by  which  impos-  sion ;  and  further  promoted  the  deception  by  ao* 

tors  have  sometimes  accomplished  their  nefo-  knowledging  his  having  devoted  himaelf  to  tha 

rious  designs,  of  which  the  following  are  instan-  prosecution  of  the  charitable  design  impatad  to 

ces.  him  by  the  ghost.    An  oM  usurer  is  uUOmwMf 

Louis  Brahant,  a  dexterous  ventriloquist,vaIet-  suspicious.    Accordingly,  the  wary  baidsar  mmU 

de-chambre  to  Francis  I.,  had  fallen  desperately  a  second  appointment  with  the  ghoat'a  daliffiii 

in  love  with  a  young,  handsome,  and  ri<^  heir-  for  the  next  day :  and,  to  render  any  demfo  ol 

ess ;  but  was  rejected  by  the  parents  as  an  un-  imposing  upon  him  utterly  abortiva,  took  his 

suitable  match  for  their  daughter,  on  account  of  into  the  open  fieUs,  where  not  a  houae  or  a  trosi 

the  lowness  of  hu  circumstances.    The  young  or  even  a  bush,  or  a  pit  were  in  sight,  cwdila  d 

lady's  father  dying,  he  mtde  a  vuit  to  the  widow,  screening  any  supposed  confederate.  ■  Thia  o>* 

who  was  totally  ignorant  of  his  singular  talent,  traordinary  caution  excited  the  TeBtriloqaiat  H 

Suddenly,  00  his  fostappearance  in  open  day,  in  exert  all  the  powers  of  his  art.    Wharevorthl 

her  own  house,  and  in  the  preaence  of  several  peiw  banker  conducted  him,  at  evaiyaiep,  hia  mm 

iODS  who  were  with  her,  she  heard  herwlf  accost-  were  saluted  on  all  aides  with  tha  complaiiai 

od  in  a  voice  perfectly  resembling  that  of  her  dead  and  groans,  not  only  of  his  father,  hot  of  all  hii 

hiiBband,and  which  seemed  to  proceed  fiom  above,  deceased  relations,  imploring  him  for  tho  lofo  d 

osdaiming, "  Give  my  dan^ter  in  marriaga  to  God,  and  in  the  name  of  every  aanrt  in  the  oil  fi 

Louis  Brahant.  He  is  a  bmo  of  great  fortune  and  der,  to  have  mercy  00  his  own  aoal  aad  tihaini 

af  aa  excellent  character.  I  now  suffer  the  incx-  byefiectoally  ■ecoodingwith  UapuraetboinlM^ 

ftmnhU  toiaMata  of  pwfatoiy  Ipr  havinf  r^  tioajiof  hia  worthy  oowppaioD.    OocmovaUai 


KijTor  nvenljr  ]ri*ar8  ago,  oa  a  wUuAv  com-  natural  (H>w«}r8,  pttrformed  their  deceptions  by 

l^tnoclier  French  Tentriloqubt.     "  M.  the  art  of  Tentriloquism.     The  term  literally 

the  TCfltriloquist,  anH  his  intimate  friend,  means,  apeaking  from  Me  belly ;  and,  in  acoord- 

ghome  from  a  place  whither  hii«  husi-  anoe  with  thi*  idea,  we  find  that  the  Pythoness, 

I  carried  him,  wHighf  for  shelter  from  an  or  witch  of  Endor,  to  whom  Saul  applied  for 

linf  tbunder-aiorm  in   a  neighbonrini;  advice  in  his  perplexity,  is  designated  in  the  Sop- 

Fimlinj^    the    whole    community  in  tuagint  tranalatinn  of  the  Old  Testament,  "a 

g,  he  inquired  the  cause,  and  was  told  woman  that  s}»eaks  from  her  belly  or  Rtuniach," 

oflhobody  had  died  lately,  who  wa^i  (he  a5  most  majjicians  affected  to  do ;  and  some  au- 

il  and  delight  of  the  whole  society.     To  thors  have  informed  Ufi,  that  there  were  women 

ly  the  time,  he  walked  into  the  church,  who  had  a  demon  which  B\take  articulately  from 

I  by  some  of  the  religious,  who  showed  the  lower  part  of  their  stomachs,  in  a  very  loud, 

tnmh  of  their  deceased  brother,  and  spoke  though  hoarse  tone.    Umbra;  cum  saganA  reso* 

of  the  scanty  honours  (hey  had  bestowed  narent  triste  et  acuium.     Hor.  Sat.  viii.  lib.  i. 
emory.     S<iddenly  a  voice  was  heirH,         Our  English  translation  "  familiar  spirit,"  in 

ly  pmceMdingfrom  the  roofof  ihe  cho'ir,  Hebrew,  signifies  "  the  spirit  of  06  or  Ofeott," 

ig  the  sitiiaiion  of  the  defunct  in  pur<ra-  The  word  06  in  its  primitive  sense,  denotes  a 

1  reproaching  the  brorherhood  wifh  tfieir  boUU  or  venfi  of  leather^  wherein  liquors  were 

nneaian«i  want  of  zeal  im  his  account,  put;  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  thiK  name  was 

IS,  as  soon  as  their  astonishment  gave  piven  to  witches,  because,  in  their  fits  of  entliu- 

wer  to  speak,  consultrd  together,  and  siasm,  tliey  swelled  in  their  bellies  like  a  bottle. 

.0  acquaint  tlie  rest  of  the  community  The  occajtion  of  this  swelling  is  said  by  some 

s  singular  event,  so  ini-'re:<(ing  to  the  auiliors  to  proceed  from  a  demon's  entering  into 

ciety.     M.  St.  Gill,  who  wished  to  oar-  the  sorcerers  per  parte*  genitaU$t  and  so  ascend- 

i  joke  a  little   farther,  di?(suaded  them  i"g  to  the  bottom  of  her  stomach,  from  whence, 

ung   this  step,   telling  them  that  they  at  that  time,  she  uttered  her  predictions ;  and 

9  treated  by  their  absent  brethren  as  a  fur  this  reason,  the  Latins  oiU  such  persons  Fen- 

lU  and  vi.4ionari<'s.    He  recommended  trilaqui,  and  the  Greeks  EyYaarplnvdoi,  that  is, 

,  however,  the  immediately  calling  (he  people  who  apeak  out  of  their  beUiee,     CvA'uu 

immunity  into  the  church,  where    the  Rhodiginus  (Antiq.  lib.  8.  c.  10.)  says,  in  refers 

iheir  departed   brother  might  probably  encc  to  such  cases,  '*  While  I  am  writing  con- 

his  romphints.     Arordingly,  all  the  cemingventriloquous  persons,  there  is,  in  my  own 

oriees,  lay-brothers,  and  even  the  do-  country,  a  woman  of  a  mean  extract,  who  has  an 

of  the  convent,  were  immediately  sum-  unclean  S{)irit  in  her  belly,  from  whence  may  be 

nd  called  together,    In  a  short  time  the  heard  a  voice,  not  very  strong  indeed,  but  very 

m  the  roof  renewed  its  lamentations  and  articulate  and  intelligible.     MuUitiides  of  peoplo 

iM,  and  the  whole  convent  fell  on  their  have  heard  this  voice,  as  well  as  myself,  and  all 

id  vowed  a  sderon  reparation.     Asa  imaginable  precaution  has  been  used  in  ezamin* 

,  they  chanted  a  De  profundie  in  a  full  ing  into  the  truth  of  this  fact :" — "  Uuando  futuri 

nring  the  btervals  (^  which  the  ghost  avida  portentus  meiu,  sspe  accersituro  ventrilo- 

ally  expressed  the  comfort  he  received  quaro,  ac  exutam  aroictu,  ne  quid  fraudis  occtiU 
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partes  subeuntem  excipiens,  furore  repleretor,  peared  to  Blake,  and  aifordi'd  bim  •  Wew  eTIii 

ipsaque  resolutia   crinibua  baccharetur,  ex  ore  whole  figure,  an  engraving  of  which  I  riiall  gifi 

■pumam  emiltens,  et  tic  furorie  terbft  k)queb»-  in  thii  work." 

tur,*'  $Lc,  N.  B. — Blake,  who  died  only  two  or  thm 

Spectres  have  also  Iteen  produced  by  such  optu  years  ago,  was  an  ingenious  artist,  who  inmCrtl' 

ad exhihUions  as  the  phantasmagoria.     By  means  ed  Blair**  Grave,  and  oiher  works,  and  was  at 

of  this  instrument,  a  spectre  can  be  nutde  appa-  much  of  an  enthusiast,  that  he  imagined  he  conk 

rently  lo  start  up  from  a  white  mist,  and  to  rush  call  up  from  the  vasty  deep,  any  spirits  or  cofp» 

forward  towards  the  spectator  with  a  horrific  as-  real  futms.     Were  it  not  a  foct,  that  a  wori 

pect     If  a  thin  screen  were  placed  in  a  dark  entitled  "  Zodiacal   Physiognomy,"  written  faj 

room,  and  the  lantern  of  the  phantasmagoria,  John  Parley,  and  illustrated  with  engravings,  wsi 

with  its  light  properly  concealed,  the  most  lerri-  actually  published  in  the  year  1828,  by  Longaaai 

fie  phantoms  might  be  exhibited,  which  would  and  Co.,  weshouM  have  deemed  it  almost  inipa» 

oooibund  and  appal  every  one  previously  unao-  sible,  thiit  amidst  the  light  of  the  present  age,  aiq 

quainted  with  the  contrivance,  especially  if  the  man  capable  of  writing  a  grammatical  senteaes 

exhibition  was  suddenly  made  at  the  dead  hour  of  would  seriouMy  give  surh  a  description  as  tht 

night.    By  means  of  such  exhibitions,  combined  quoted  above,  and  attach  his  belief  to  sudiabaop 

with  the  art  of  ventriloquism,  and  the  assistance  dity  and  nonsense.  .But  amidst  all  oar  boeslei 

ofaconfederate,  almost  every  thing  that  has  been  scientific  improvements  and  discoveries,  k  ap 

recorded    respecting   spectres  and  apparitions  pears,  that  the  clouds  of  ignorance  and  supetll 

might  be  realized.  rion  still  hang  over  a  large  body  of  oar  popalalMi 

and  that  the  light  of  the  millennial  era,  if  it  btn 

I  shall  conclude  these  illustrations  of  appari-  yet  davmed,  is  still  &r  from  its  meridiui  aplendoar 

tioos,  by  presenting  the  reader  with  a  description  ^^^^ 
of  the  ghost  of  a  fiea^  by  Mr.  Varley,  ibrmerly 

•Uuded  to,  as  a  specimen  of  the  folly  and  super-  After  what  has  been  now  stated  respectmg  Ai 

stition  that  still  degrade  the  present  age.  circumstances  which  may  have  led  to  the  popoh 

"  With  respect  to  the  viaon  of  the  ghost  of  the  belief  of  spectres  and  apparitions,  it  would  be  tie 

flea,  as  seen  by  Mr.  Blake,  it  agrees  in  counte-  niost  needless  to  spend  time  in  illustrating  tin 

nance  with  one  class  of  people  under  Gemini,  futility  of  such  a  belief.    There  is  one  strong  6k 

which  sign  is  the  significator  of  the  flea,  whose  jection  against  theprobability  of  apparitions,  am 

brown  colour  is  appropriate  to  the  colour  of  the  that  is, — that  they  scarcely  appear  to  be  iitteB 

eyes,  in  some  full-tooed  Gemini  persons,  and  the  gent  creatures,  or  at  least,  that  (hey  possev  « 

neatness,  elasticity,  and  tenseness  of  the  flea,  are  small  a  degree  of  intelligence,  that  they  ara  «» 

significant  oftheelegant  dancing  and  fencing  sign  qualified   to  act  with  prudence,  or  toase  iht 

Gemini.     The  spirit  visited  his  imagination  in  means  requisite  to  accomplish  an  end.    Ohostt 

such  a  figure  as  he  never  anticipated  in  an  insect,  are  said  often  to  appear  in  order  to  diseotfi 

As  I  was  anxious  to  make  the  most  correct  inves-  some  crime  that  had  been  committed;  bat  tbcj 

tigation  in  my  power  ofthe  truth  of  these  visions,  never  appear  to  a  magistrate,  or  soow  peraai 

on  hearing  of  this  spiritual  apparition  of  a  flea,  I  of  authority  and  intelligence,  biit  to  some  iflit* 

asked  him  if  be  could  draw  for  me  the  resem-  rate  clown,  who  happens  to  live  near  the  plaei 

bbunce  ofwhathesaw.    He  instantly  said, '  I  see  where  the   crime  was  committed,  to  some  pe^ 

him  now  before  me.'  I  therefore  gave  him  paper  son  who  has  no  connexion  at  all  with  the  af 

and  a  pencil  with  which  he  drew  the  portrait,  of  fair,  and  who,  in  general,  is  the  most  impropo) 

which  a  fiic-eimile  is  given  in  this  number.  I  felt  person  in  the  world  fur  nrnking  the  discovery, 

convinced  by  his  mode  of  proceeding,  that  he  had  Glanville,  who  wrote  in  defence  of  witchcraft  nd 

a  real  image  before  him;  for  he  left  oflTand  be-  apparitions,  relates,  for  instance,  the  IbllowiM 

gan  00  another  part  ofthe  paper,  to  make  a  se-  story :  **  James  Haddock,  a  farmer,  was  marrM 

parate  drawing  of  the  mouth  ofthe  flea,  which  to  Elenor  Welsh,  by  whom  he  had  •  son.   Altai 

the  spirit  havmg  opened,  he  was  prevented  from  the  death  of  Haddock,  his  wife  mnrried  OM 

proceeding  with  the  first  sketch,  tin  he  had  closed  Davis ;  and  both  agreed  to  defraud  the  son  by  An 

It.    During  the  time  occupied  in  completing  the  former  marriage,  of  a  lease  bequeathed  to  hia  1) 

drawing,  the  flea  told  him  that  all  fleas  were  in-  his  father.    Upon  this  the  ghost  oTHnddodt  ip 

habited  by  the  souls  of  such  men  as  were  by  na-  peared  to  one  Francis  Tavemer,  the  sorvaBtd 

tore  blood-thirsty  to  excess,  and  were,  therefore,  Lord  Chichester,  and  desired  him  to  go  tto  Eleaoi 

providentially  confined  to  the  size  and  form  of  Welsh,  and  to  inform  her  that  it  was  the  w3l  fli 

snch  insects ;  otherwise,  were  he  himself,  for  in-  her  former  husband  that  their  son  lAooki  aMN 

stance,  the  size  of  a  horse,  he  wouU  depopulate  the  lease.    Tavemer  did  not  at  first  execute  Ua 

a  great  part  ofthe  country.    He  added,  that,  *  if  commission,  bat  ho  was  continually  hauBtad  hi 

in  attempting  to  leap  from  one  bland  to  anolhw,  the  apparition  inr  the  most  hideous  shapes,  wUd 

heiboakl  ftUintothe  sea,,  he  couM  swim,  and  even  threatened  to  tear  him  in  pieoea,  lill  at  IM 

coaldnotbe  lo0t.'    This  spirit afterwtnii  ap-  bedeliforedtbeBmnage.**  Now^MlUiipicin 


EXPLOSION  OF  STEAM-ENGINES. 


181 


ywwiiil  iheteut  common  tense,  it  would  have 
apfNiarad  first  to  Elenor  Welsh,  aad  her  hu«baiKl 
Dafifl,  and  frightened  them  into  compliance  at 
-Met,  tnd  not  have  kept  poor  Tavemer,  who  hkd 
■oeoaceni  in  the  matter,  in  auch  constant  di»- 
^ie;aile  and  alarm. 

Another  odd  circumstance  respecting  appari- 

tioQi,  if,  ihat  they  haot  no-power  to  ttptttk^  tiii  tkcg 

WiodtkeMttH.     In  GlonviUe's  relai  ii)i>!i,  we  read 

ofu  aid  wirnian,  tliat  appeared  oi'icn   tu  David 

HaKcr,  a  iwot-herd,  at  ihe  house  of  the  lii«(hop 

«f  Down.     Whenever  she  ap|>eared,  he  fowiA 

Unnlf obliged  to  follow  htfr;  and,  for  three  quar^ 

tnvofaTeor,  poor  David  spent  ilie  whole  of  al- 

■Qil  every  Bight  in   scampering  np  and  d<iwn 

(kroogh  the  woods  after  this  old  woman.     How 

bo^  this  extraordinary  empbiyment  might  have 

eooiiaord,  it  is  impossible   to  guess,  had  not 

Dsrid's  vieleat  fatigue  made  him  one  night  ex- 

<tum, "  Lord  bioss  me !— would  I  were  dead  !— 

ihtll  I  never  be  delivered  from  this  misery  ?"  On 

wiiiefa  the  phantom  replied,  "  Lord  bless  mo  too ! 

— Ii  was  happy  you  spoke  first,  fur  till  then   I 

kad  no  power  to  speak,  though  I  have  followed 

vou  so  bug  \"  Then  she  gave  him  a  message  to 

ter  two  sooa,  though  David  told  her  he  remem- 

Wradooching  about  her.    David,  it  seems,  ne- 

|l«eled  to  deliver  the  message,  at  which  the  old 

Udaa  was  so  much  provoked,  (hat  she  returned 

ud  hit  him  a  hearty  blow  on  the  Moulder,  which 

■tds  him  cry  out  and  then  speak  to  her.    Now, 

ifibc  could  not  speak  till  David  addressed  her, 

lAy  night  she  not  have  applied  this  orator iai 

■sdieinc,  the  first  time  she  appeared  lo  him  ?  It 

would  have  navti^i   boih  hersiilf  and  him  many  a 

veary  jjurney,  and  certainly  David  would  nitw^h 

niher  have  had  half  a  dozen  lilowsfrum  her  clio|>- 

^F  &«t«,  liian  have  wanted  &o  many  nigliis*  sietip. 

To  complete  the  srnry,  it  must  bo  added,  that 

■nsn  David' J  wife  f'Mind  it  impossible  to  keep  him 

from  following;  th*;  troublesome  vi»iier,  she  trudged 

tficr  him,  but  wai  never  (Ratified  with  a  si<;lit  of 

dtt enchantress. — Sec  Kncy.  Brit.  Art.  Spectre. 

What  iina*;inable  purp>>se  can  be  Rervud  by 

Mcfa  dumb  spectres  that  cannot  speak  till  ihey  are 

lAlresaed,  or  by  sendins  appariiionii  from  llie 

■vtiible  world  I  hat  appear  des>  it  ute  of  common 

•Mse  ?    It  is  remarked  by  Glanviilu,  that  ghosts 

ir«  generally  very  eager  to  b>3  gone ;  and,  indeed, 

ibcf  are  frequently  so  much  so,  that  like  children 

lad  thnuj^tless    f.joU,  thoy  do  not  stay  to  tell 

iieir  Mirarid.     It  appears  alro<^ether  inooniistvnt 

■ieh  any  rat  innal  or  scriptural  ideas  of  the  nvw- 

nKaj[  providencs  of  iho  Almighty,  to  siip|>ot(0 

tu  such  beings  would  be  selected  for  adininis- 

krifli;  tke  affairs  of  his  kingdom,  and  fur  main- 

kiaifig  aa  intercourse  between  the  visible  and 

toisible  worlds.    It  is  al.'^o  stated  to  be  one  pe- 

aliarity  of  spectres  that  <A«y  appear  only  in  the 

^|Af.     But  if  ther  are  sent  to  this  sublunary 

Hfioo  on  affairs  of  importance,  why  should  they 

ie  ifrud  of  tbe  light  of-  the  sun  ?    In  the  light 


of  day  their  message  would  be  delivered  with  as 
iniicli  eaite,  aiHJ  with  more  cliance  of  buccuss. 
A«  it  would  excite  lesa  fear,  it  would  be  listened  lo 
with  more  dimness  and  atlentimi;  and  were 
they  to  exhibit  tlienueives  before  a  nutnbitr  of 
intelligent  witnesses  in  the  full  blaze  of  day,  tho 
pur  pones  for  which  they  were  sent  would  be  more 
speedily  and  securely  accom[>ii:died.  Tlie  ce- 
lestial mi>ss«n;icrs  whu^e  viiiits  are  recorded  in 
Scripture,  appeared  most  frequently  during  the 
light  of  day,  uid  communicated  their  messagos, 
in  many  inj»iaiices,  to  a  ninnbw*r  of  individuals  at 
once— messages ,  which  were  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  individuals  addressed,  and  even 
to  mankind  at  large.  To  give  credit,  Uiereiore, 
to  (he  popular  stories  respecting  gliosis  and  a(>- 
parititms,  embodies  in  ii  a  reflection  on  the  cita- 
racier  of  the  All-wise  Ruler  of  the  workl,  and 
a  libel  on  tho  administrations  of  his  moral  go- 
vernment. 

No.   VI II. — Exptononn  of  Steam-Enginea^ 
Pp.  33, 76. 

As  steam-engines  are  now  applied  to  the  piir* 
pose  of  impelling  vessels  along  seas  and  rivers, 
as  well  as  to  many  im[>ortant  manufacturing  pro- 
cesses, and  are  capable  of  still  more  extensive 
applications,  and  of  higlier  improvements  tham 
they  have  yet  attained — it  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance that  every  circumstance  should  be  care- 
fully guarded  against,  which  has  the  remotest 
tendency  to  endanger  the  bursting  of  the  boiler, 
^-aml  that  no  person  be  intrusted  with  tlie  di- 
rection of  such  engines  who  is  not  distinguished 
for  prudence  and  camion,  or  who  is  unacquainted 
with  their  conntruclion  and  the  principle  of  their 
o[)eration.  For,  lo  ignorance  and  imprudence 
arc  to  be  ascribed  many  of  those  accidents  which 
have  happened  from  the  bursting  of  the  boilers 
of  ihi'se  engines.  This  remark  is  strikingly  il- 
lustrated by  ihe  following  and  many  other  tragical 
occurrences : — 

In  the  in.mth  of  August  1615,  the  following 
melancholy  accident  hap(M*ned  at  Messrs.  Nes- 
hain  and  Go's  colliery  at  Newbotllo.  The  pro- 
prietors had  formed  a  powerful  locomotive  steam- 
engine  for  the  purjMwe  of  drawing  ten  or  twelve 
coal  wazons  to  the  stailh  at  one  time:  and  on  the 
dav  it  was  lo  be  put  in  motion,  a  great  number 
of  persons  belonging  to  the  colliery  collected  to 
i«ee  it;  b'lt,  unfortunately,  just  as  it  was  going  off, 
tho  boiler  of  the  machine  btirst.  The  engine- 
man  was  dashed  to  pieces,  and  his  mangled  re- 
mains blown  1 U  yards.  The  top  of  the  boiler, 
nine  feet  square,  weighing  nineteen  hundred 
weight,  was  blown  100  yards,  and  the  two  cy- 
linders 90  yard:(.  A  little  boy  was  also  thrown  to 
a  great  distance.  By  this  accident  J^fty-eeven 
pcrwna  were  killed  and  wounded,  of  whom  eleven 
died  on  Sunday  night ;  several  remaining  dan- 
gerously ill.    The  cause  of  the  oocident  it  oo- 
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counted  for  as  follows : — Tho  engiuc-man  said,  cyliodera  could  no  longer  contain  It,  and  g^ve 

*'  At  there  are  <ei-era/  owners  and  viewers  htre^  I  way  with  great  vioUnce.    Six  of  the  unfortOMle 

will  make  her  (the  engine)  go  in  grand  styU^*  sufferers  died  on  Wednesday  night,  and  one  oc 

and  he  liad  scarcely  got  upon  ihe  boiler  to  lose  two  others  are  not  expected  to  survive.*^ — Lmm 

the  screw   of  the  safety  valve,  but,  be  ins  over-  nana  QaxeUeand  New  Orleans  MeretmtUeA^ 

heated,  itexploded.—i^oni^yJ1tr/i^a£tne,  vol.40,  vertiser,  July  8th,  1816. 
p.  181.  Since  tlie  above   accidents  happened,  many 

From  what  ik  here  stated,  it  appears,  that  this  others  of  a  similar  nature  have  occurred,  whidi 

tragical  accident  was  occasioned  by  a  coiubiiia-  have  ultimately  been  ascertained  to  have  beea 

tiou  of  vanity,  ignorance,  oiid  irnprudenre  in  the  owing  either  to  ^norance,  or  to  carelessness  and 

person  to  whom  (he  direction  of  ihe  enjiine  was  inattention,    which    are   the   natural  results  ol 

committed. — The  following  accident  which  hap-  ignorance.      As  steam4)oats  are  now  naviga^ 

pened  to  the  lVa*}ungton  eUam-boai.  belonging  ing  all  our  Friths  and  rivers,  and  even  plougbin| 

to   IVheclingf  N.  America,  is  attributed  to  a  the  ocean  itself;  and  as  steam  carriagas,  art 

somewhat  similar  cause.  likely  soon  to  come  into  general  use  ibr  the  ea» 

"  This  boat  surted  from  Wheeling  on  Mon-  veyance  of  passengers  and  goods,   it  u  of  iIm 

day,  Juno  lOih,  1816,  and  arrived  at  Marietta  on  utmost  importance  to  their  succeca,  and  to  ibl 

Tuesday  evenmg  at  7  o'clock,  and  came  safely  safety  of  the  public,  that  every  precautioo  b( 

to  anchor,  where  slie  remained  till  Wednesday  adopted  to  prevent  those  expktsiona,  and  diitt 

mornuig.     The  fires  had  been  kindled  and  the  rangements  of  the  machinery,  which  migibt  bi 

boilers  sufficiently  hot,  preparatory  to  her  depar-  attended  with iatal  effects.    But,  although  actenei 

ture,  when  the  anchor   was  weighed  and  the  and  art  may  accomplish  all  that  seen«  requink 

helm  put  to  larboard,  in  order  to  wear  her  in  a  ibr  the    prevention   of  danger,  unless   pcrsoa 

position  to  start  her  machinery ;  but  only  having  of  prudence  and  intelligence  be  obtained  ibr  dn 

one  of  her  rudders  shipped  at  the  time,  its  influ-  superintendence  and  direction  of  such  machines 

ence  was  not  sufficient  to  have  the  desired  eflfect,  the  efforts  of  their  projectors  to  preTent  aocideal 

and  ahe  immediately  aliot  over  under  the  Virgi-  may  prove  abortive.     And  until  the  tone  of  ii 

nia  shore,  where  it  was  found  expedient  to  throw  tellect,  among  the  middling  and  lower  ordefs,  ht 

over  the  kedge  at  the  stem  to  effect  it.      This  somewhat  more  elevated  than  it  is  nt  preneoC,  i 

being  accomplishbd,  the  crew  were  then  required  may  be  difficult  to  obtain  persons  for  thia  purpQ* 

to  haul  it  on  board,  and  were  nearly  all  collected  of  the  requisite  qualifications, 
in  the  quarter  (br  that  purpose.     At  this  un-         The  following  recent  accidents  from  statu 

happy  fatal  moment,  the  end  of  the  cylinder  to-  boat  explosions,  in  all  probability  originated  froo 

wards  the  stem  exploded,  and  threw  the  whole  causes  similar  to  thoee   to  which  I  have 


contents  of  hot  water  among  them,  and  spread  alluded. 

doath  and  torture  in  every  direction.  The  captain,  The  boiler  of  the  steam-boat  CaUdemat  plf 

mate,  and  several  seamen  were  knocked  over-  ing  on  the  Mississipi,  expkxied  on    the  111! 

board,  but  were  saved,  with  the  exception  of  April  1830,  killing  and  wounding  about  fifteen  € 

one  man,  by  boats  froyi  the  town,  and  by  swim-  the  passengers  and  seven  of  the  crew,     eoTen  o 

ming  to  the  shore.     The  whole  town  was  alarm-  eight  of  whom  were  blown  overboard  and  loal 

od  by  the  explosion,  and  all  the  physicians,  with  It  was  expected  that  some  of  the  wounded  woiili 

a  number  of  citizens,  went  immediately  to  their  recover,  although  badly   scalded.      The   boile 

relief.    On  going  on  board,  a  melancholy  and  burst  in  the  rtide  while  the  boat  was  under  weig^ 

truly  horrible  scene  was  presented  to  view.    Six  and  about  two  hours  after  being  wooded.    Tlm< 

or  eight  persons  were  nearly  skinned  from, bead  were  on  board  about  400  deck,  and  sixtj  cnlM 

to  foot,  and  others  scalded,  making  in  the  whole,  passengers,  besides  the  crew,  being  allo^tbs 

seventeen.     In  stripping  off  their  clothes  the  about  MX)  souls.     The  hull  of  the  boat  was  us 

skin  pealed  off  with  them  to  a  considerable  depth,  injured.     It  is    said  that    the    accident   nroe 

Added  to  this  melancholy  sight,  the  ears  of  the  from  the  passengers  crowding  to  one  side  of  ih 

pitying  spectators  were  pierced  by  tiie  screatns  boat,  by  which  one  side  of  the  boiler  waa  expoi 

and  groans  of  the  agonizing  sufferers,  rendering  ed  to  the  direct  action  of  the  fire,  and  when  ih 

the  scene  horrible  beyond  description.  boat  ri;>hted,  a  quantity  of  steam  was  soddent 

"The  cause  of  this  melancholy  catastrophe  generated   greater  than  the  safety  valve  cool 

may  be  accounted  for  by  the  cylinder  not  having  carry  off. — The  number  of  persons  who  have  Km 

vent  through  the  safety  valve,  which  was  firmly  their  lives  by  explosions  in  America,  since  tb 

stopped  by  the  weight  which  hung  on  the  lever,  commencement  of  the  season  (1830,)  is  notUMid 

having  been  unfortunately  slipped  to  its  extreme,  short  of  one  hundred,-— sixty  in  the  Bitlm  Mm 

without  its  being  noticed,  and  the  length  of  time  gmffo*",  four  in  the  Huntren^  nine  in  the  JuA 

occupied  in  wearing  befbre  her  machinery  could  MarthaU^  and  fburteen   in  the  Co/adsmo,  bl 

be  set  b  motion,  whereby  the  force  of  the  steam  sides  those  of  the  latter,  who,  it  waa  famtl 

would  have  been  expended;  these  two  causes  would  not  recover  from  'he  injuries  they  bt 

uuled,  confined  the  ateam  till  the  strength  of  the  sustained. 
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lad  tflkar  instances,  it  in  more  than  the  next  place,  it  waa  nnott  imprudeat  to  venture 

at  a  want  of  atteoiion  to  the  natural  upon  ihe  other  line  of  raiUway,  more  especially 

onirerse,  aad  to  the  obvious  etftfcis  when  a  cloud  of  steam  prevented  them  from  le^ 

aKghteaed  mind  should  foresee  ikey  ing  what  was  passing  around  them.— In  regard  f 

ice,  was  the  cSiief  cause  of  the  de-  the  person  who  had  (he  command  of  the  Boltoa 

ao  many  human  beings,  and  of  the  train,  it  was  incautious  and  imprudent  in  the 

fiiKxe  whose  lives  wtro  preserved,  highest  d.'gree,  to  urge  his  machinery  forward, 

■eraark  may  be  applied  to  the  cir-  when  ho  beh<rld  a  volume  of  amoke  immediately 

oonaectei  wi.h  a  late  Cital  accident  befure  liin;  Ihe  least  consideratioQ  must  hav« 

stted  on  the  Liverpool  and  ACxnche^  convinced  him,  that  aome  accident  must  have 

happened,  «nd  that  the  cloud  of  steam  would  pr«- 

ly  afieraeoQ,  February  1,  18S3,  as  vent  tho^e  enveloped  in  it  from  perceiving  the 

lass  train,  which  leaves  Liver|M>ol  at  appmJr:h  of  his  vehicle ;  and,  therefore,  bo  ought 

t,  was  proceeding  over  Parr  Moss,  a  immeJiatcly  lo  have  abated  his  tpeed,  ao  as  to 

other  eide  of  Newton,  one  of  the  have  acquired  a  complete  cooamaod  of  the  en- 

ii  passes  longitudinally  through  the  gine  by  the  lime  it  arrived  at  the  spot  whore  ihe 

Tiie  con^ei|uence  was,    that  a  steam  was  floating.    Hence  the  impurtauoe— in 

water  fell  into  the  fire,  steam  was  conducting  steam-engines  and  other  departments 

aboadaaoe,  and  the  engine  slopped,  of  machinery — of  having  as  auperinteadents,  men 

M  passengers  alighted  to  see  what  of  prudence  and  of  enlightened  minds,  capable  of 

er,  and  ihey  incautiously  got  upon  the  foreseeing  the  probable  effects  <^ every  oombioa- 

vay  takeu  by  the  trains  in  going  to  lion  of  circumstances  that  may  happen  to  occur, 

•the  coau-ary  to  that  on  which  ihe  dis-  For  Ignorance    is    generally  proud,  obstinate, 

B  stood.     While  they  were  in  this  incautious,  precipitatH  in  its  rooveoMnts,  and 

train  <lf  wagons   from  Bolton,  pro-  regardless  of  consequences  ;  eo  that,  tlirouijh  ita 

Liverpuul,  camj  up.      The  persons  heedlessness  and  friliy,  the  most  splendid  inven- 

[hted  did  not  see  the  advancing  train,  tions  are  often  impeded  in  their  progreas,  tod 

>ped4B  a  dense  cloud  of  vapour;  and,  t}ii*ir  value  and  Utility  called  in  question. 
le  cause,  they  were  by  tlie  conduct-         The  Liverpool  and  Manchester  RaiUwaVi 

ee.       They  accordingly  came  npon  and  the  locomotive  powers  of  the  machinery  and 

arful  violence ;  several  were  knocked  engines  which  move  along  it,  constitute  one  of 

le  wheels  of  the  train  passed  over  four  th«>  most  splendid  and  useful  improvements  of 

'hree  of  the  unfortunate  parly  wore  modern  times.     From  the  last  half-yearly  Re- 

ihe  sp'rt ;  their  bodies  being  dread-  |>ort  of  the  Directors,  from  June  SO  to  December 

I ;  the  f)urih  sarvived,  and  wai  i&krn  31, 1832,  it  it  satisfactorily  proved,  that  this  rail- 

iie  infirmary,  but  hii  recovery  was  way  is  completely  efficient  and  applicable  to  all 

lopeless.     Two  of  the  three    killed  thegreatobjeclsfor  which  it  was  designed.  Dur- 

Y  persons,   whose   names  were   un-  in^  the  period  now  specified,  there  were  carried 

)   third,  an  interesting  yotm^  man,  alon^  the  rail-way  86,842  tons  goods,  39,940  tons 

nerly  been  in  the  emp^iy  of  the  Com-  coals,  and  182,823  passengers,  which  is  78,498 

sman.anJ  who vvasmirried  only  three  fewer  than  in  the  correspond mg  six  months  of 

e.     Tne  survivor  wat  a  h.iy  ab«jtK  1831,  owint;  to  the  prevalence  of  cholera  in  Dub* 

's  of  age,  who  was  proceeding  frotn  lin,  and  in  the  towns  of  Manchester  and  Liver- 

laUfax,  where  hi:*  parents  reside—  prxil.     Were  ttiis  rail- way  continued  to  London, 

ilty,     whidi    yf3m   the    occasion   of  it  ii  calculated,  tliat  the  journey  from  Liverpool 

result,  was  itself  but  trifling,  as  the  to  the  Metropolis,  a  distance  of  more  than  800 

forward  to  Manchester  after  a  short  miles,  might  be  performed  in  eight  or  ten  hours. 

diing  catastrophe  was  evidently  cans-  No.  TX. — Cniettmstofioes  whieh  led  io  the  mom- 
Ms  and  imprudence — by  not  foresee-  tion  of  the  Sajetjf  Ldtmp.     Pp.  27,    81. 

light  probably  arise  from  a  certain 

of   circumstanccs—or,   in    other         This  lamp,  by  naeans  of  whidi  hundreds  of 

Aattention  to  certain  natural  laws,  lives  have  been  preserved,  was  invented  in  the 

partef  these  who  were  connected  auUimnof  1616.   Sir  Humphry  Davy,  the  inven- 

rerpool  train  of  wagons,  and  of  those  tor,  was  led  to  the  consideration  ef  this  sut>ject, 

oed  the  Bolton  train.    In  regard  to  by  an  application  from  Dr.  Gray,  now  Bishop 

^rs  ia  the  Liverpool  train,  it  was  of  Bristol,  the  chairman  of  a  society  established 

aper  tliat  they  should  have  letl  their  in  1613,  at  Bishop- Wearmoath,  to  consider  and 

carriage.    The  accident  which  befel  promote  the  means  of  preventing  accidenu  by 

late  Mr.  Huskisson,  at  the  opening  fire  in  coaWpits.    Being  then  in  Scotland,  be 

ray,  should  have  operated  as  an  im-  visited  the  mines  on  his  vetum  southward,  and 

trniag  against  such  a  practice.    In  was  wppliW  with  ^pecimwn  of  fire  itrnipi  whfa^. 


184 


APPENDIX. 


00  reaching  London,  he  proceeded  to  examine 
and  analyze.  Ho  soim  discovered  that  llie  car- 
biirreltod  iiydrogcn  gas,  called  fire-damp  by  the 
miners,  would  not  explode  when  mixed  with  less 
than  six,  or  more  than  fourteen  times  its  vuliime 
of  air ;  and,  Airther,  that  the  explosive  mixture 
could  not  be  fired  in  tubes  of  small  diameters  and 
proportiuaate  lengths.  Gradually  diminishing 
thenei  he  arrived  at  the  conclusion,  that  a  tissue 
oTsc^  ia  .which  the  meshes  do  not  e.\cced  a 
certain  #inall  diameter,  which  may  be  considered 
ai  the  ultimate  limit  of  a  series  of  such  tubes,  ia 
impervious  to  the  inflamed  air ;  and  that  a  lamp 
covered  with  such  tissue  may  be  tised  with  |)<*r- 
feet  safety,  even  in  an  explosive  mixture,  which 
takes  fire  and  bums  within  the  ca^e,  securely 
ctJt  off  from  the  power  of  doing  harm.  Thus, 
when  the  alroosphere  is  so  impure  that  the  flame 
of  a  lamp  itsdf  cannot  be  maintained,  the  Davy 
still  Supplies  light  to  the  miner,  and  turns  his 
worst  enemy  into  an  obedient  servant.  This  in- 
vention, the  certain  source  of  large  profit,  he 
presented  with  characteristic  liberality  to  the 
public.  The  words  are  preserved  in  which, 
when  pressed  to  secure  to  himself  the  benefit  of 
a  patent,  he  declined  to  do  so,  in  conformity  with 
the  high-minded  resolution  which  ho  formcii, 
upon  acquiring  independent  wealth,  of  never 
making  his  scientific  eminence  subservient  to 
gain.  **  I  have  enough  for  all  my  views  and 
purposes,  more  wealth  might  be  troublesome, 
and  distract  my  attention  from  those  pursuits 
in  which  I  delight.  More  wealth  coulJ  not 
increase  my  fame  or  happiness.  It  might  un- 
doubtedly enable  me  to  put  four  hones  to  my  car- 
riage, but  vrhat  would  it  avail  me  to  have  it  said, 
that  Sir  Humphry  drives  his  carriage  and  four  ?'* 

Gallery  qf  PortraiiM. 

No.  X. — On  the  Utility  of  the  Remarka  and 
Otnervationa  qf  Mechaniea  and  Mant^fac 
hirers.  P.  8] . 

That  the  rentarks  of  experienced  artists  and  la- 
bourers, may  frequently  le«d  lo  usefiil  discoveries, 
may  bo  illustrated  by  the  following  facts.' — ''A 
soap  manufacturer  rematked  that  the  residuum 
of  his  ley,  when  exhausted  of  the  alkali  for  which 
ha  employed  it,  produced  a  corrosion  of  his  cop- 
per boiler  for  which  be  could  not  account.  He 
|Mt  it  into  the  hands  of  a  scientific  chemist  for 
analysis,  and  the  result  was  the  discovery  of  one 
of  the  most  singular  and  important  chemical  ele- 
ments, iodine.  The  properties  of  this,  being 
studied,  were  found  to  occur  most  appositely  in 
iUustratioQ  and  siqiport  of  a  rariety  of  new,  curi- 
ous, and  instructive  views,  then  gaining  ground  in 
chemistry,  and  thus  exercised  a  marked  influence 
over  the  whole  body  of  that  scieoce.  Cmiositj 
was  exdted ;  theorigm  of  the  new  substanoo  was 
iraoed  to  tbo  MirpUnts  fron  whose  ashes  tho 
prioeiH  iBr*^iMnt  of  lotp  a  obtetnedl,  ndidtfc- 


matcly  to  the  sea- water  i  tsdf.  It  was  thenea 
hunted  through  nature,  discovered  in  sak  nunei 
and  springs,  and  jHirsued  into  all  bodies  wUch 
have  a  marine  origin;  among  ths  rest,  ialo 
s|K)n:;e.  A  medirjil  practitioner  then  called  lo 
mind  a  reputed  remedy  for  the  cure  of  one  ofthi 
mtmi  grievous  and  unsightly  disorders  to  whieh 
tlie  human  species  is  snbject~-(he  gaitrt — whidl 
infests  the  inhnbitants  of  mountainous  distiictslo 
an  extent  which  in  this  favoured  land  we  have 
happily  no  experience  of,  and  which  was  saki  Co 
have  been  originally  cured  hy  tho  ashes  of  borat 
sp4>n;^e.  Led  by  this  indication,  he  tried  tho  e^ 
feet  of  iodine  on  that  complaint,  and  the  retdl 
established  the  extraordinary  fact,  that  this  sin* 
gular  substance,  token  as  a  medicine,  acts  with 
the  utmost  promptitude  and  energy  on  goitre,  dif> 
sipating  the  largest  and  most  inveterate  in  a  short 
time,  and  acting  (of  course  with  occasional  fiul* 
ures,  like  all  other  medicines)  as  a  specific  or 
natural  antagonist,  against  that  odious  defuncitj. 
[t  is  thus  that  any  accession  to  our  knowledge  of 
nature  is  sure,  sooner  or  later,  to  make  itself  frit 
in  some  practical  application,  and  that  a  beoefil 
confi.-mrd  on  science,  by  tho  casual  observaiioa 
or  shrewd  remark  of  even  an  unscientific  or  illite- 
rnle  pemon,  infallibly  repays  itself  with  interest, 
though  often  in  a  way  that  could  never  have  beou 
at  first  contemplated."* 

Iodine  was  arcidenlally  discovered  (as  above 
stated)  in  I8I2,  by  M.  De  Courtoia,  a  mann&o* 
tiirer  of  saltpetre  at  Paris,  and  derived  its  fbsC 
illustratiotM  from  M.  Clement  and  M.  Deoor- 
mes.  Its  name  literally  sfgnifies  a  viofef  colour.  Iti 
specific  gravity  is  about  4.  It  becomes  a  violet- 
coloured  gas  ttt  a  temperature  below  tliat  of  boiling 
water ;  it  combines  with  the  metals,  with  phof 
phon»  and  sulphur,  with  the  alkalis  and  roetalUc 
oxides,  and  forms  a  detonating  compound  with 
ammonia.  Dr.  Coindet  of  Gknera  first  rooom* 
mended  the  use  of  it,  in  the  form  of  tincture,  fir 
the  cure  of  goitres.  Some  readers  may  porhB|ii 
require  to  be  informed  that  the  futre  is  a  Itffi 
fleshy  excrescence  that  growa  from  the  ihrooti 
and  sometimes  increases  to  an  enomous  aim 
The  inhabitants  of  certain  parts  of  8witssrinl| 
especially  those  in  the  republic  of  Vaku,  «• 
particularly  subject  to  this  shocking  definailf. 


No.  XI.— LifterubYy  qf  Rdigimu  Sttlmim  k 
America^  contraated  with  Bnlbk  H§9tn> 
P.  149. 

The  following  sketches  aro  ttknn  from  StouA 
"  Three  Year$  in  North  Jmmea/*  WbsB  tf 
Avon,  a  village  in  tlie  north-west  part  of  the  I 
of  New  York,  Mr.  Stuart  wentto  atlewl  a( 
about  a  mile  distant,  of  whidi  bo  gives  tho  laUov^ 
ingdescription. — '*  Tho  horses  and  carriagsi  wt 
tied  up  in  great  sheds  near  the  churdi-dooni  dw 

•BamlMriPnIiB.  DUooont  to  KM.  PIB. 


LIBERALITY  OP  SECTARIES  IN  AMEUiCA.  185 

Ml  the  lioM  of  Mnrice.     Tho  day  was  hot,  and  The  two  ToUowing  I  have  profcrvcd  : — •  Tho 

lb«pneeator,  as  usual,  in  the  centre  ofth  ■  front  rtirncr-atone  ofa  new  I3-iptUi  church  was  laid  at 

fiflery,  oppoaile   lo  the  minuter,  officiate^,  not  Savannah  in  GtriM-^ia,  and  ihe  cercmunial  ser- 

ooljwithoat  a  gown,  but  without  a  coat  U|Kki  his  viocji  ware  perf  tniied  by  clergymen  ofiiie  Melho- 

bad.    There  was  some  sort  of   instnimental  disi,German. Lutheran, Presbyterian, Episcoftal, 

■one— hautboys  and  ba»«uons,  I  tliink,  ai^ainst  and  Baptist  churchen.*    *  The  sacrament  of  the 

wkicfa  there  are  no  prejudices   in  ihis   country.  Lord's  itiipper  was  adniinistered  in  the  Ut-v.  Mr. 

Tbe  dergyman,  a  very  unaifecie^i.  sincere-look-  Pwst'v  church  (Presbyterian  church  a(  Was^hing- 

isiperaoa,  deltvere.l  a  plam  srnsii>Ie  discourse,  ion)  an  i,  a*  usutUj  all  members  of  other  churches 

ii  which  be  introduced  the  names  of  Dr.  Erskine  in  regular  standing  were  invited  to  unite  with 

ud  Dr.  Chalmers,  whi.'.h  sounded  8tnin;^to  us,  the  mcimbers  of  that  church,  in  testifying  their 

nasidsring  where  we  were,  on  the  western  side  faith  in,  and  love  to,  their  Lord  and  Saviour. 

oTlhe  Atlantic,  not  Tery  Cir  fom  the  falls  of  Ni-  The  invited  guests  aMombled  arotind  the  table; 

tfua.    At  the  doee  of  his  wrmon,  he  addressed  and  it  so^liappenud  that  Mr.  Grundy,  a  senator 

Ui  bearers  in  some  such  terms  a-*  these, — <  My  from  Tennessee, and  twoCherokee  Indians,  were 

fiMds,  ibe  sacrament  of  the  Lord's  supper  is  to  seated  side  by  sidi-.*    Nothing  is  more  asluund- 

b  dispensed  here  this  evening.     This  is  a  free  ing  in  tho  stage-coach  intercourse  with  the  peo* 

cksichiOpen  to  all — Presbyter ians,  Methodists,  pie  of  this  country,  as  well  as  in  the  bar-rooms 

BiptiMs,  and  all  other  d>-nomiriation9  of  Chris-  whore  travellers  meet,  than  the  freedom  and 

liHs.  This  is aoeordiog  to  our  belief.  All  are  in-  apparent  sincerity  of  their  remarks,  and  the  per- 

viid;  tbe  risk  is  theirs.'    Such  liberality  is,  we  feet  feeltng  of  equality  with  which  theconversa- 

find  OB  inquiry,  not  unusual  among  the  clergymen  tion    is    maintained,    especially  on    religious 

Md  confregaiions  ofdtflerent  sects,  with  the  ex-  matters.    I  have  heard  the  most  opposite  creeds 

Qiption  m  general  of  Unitarians.     I  obxerx'c  an  maintained,  wiihoui  any  thing  like  acrimonious 

euinple  recorded  in  ilosack's  Life  of  Clinton ;  discussion  or  sarcastic  remark,  by  persons  in  the 

ud  as  it  relates  to  the  great  Father  <if  the  United  same  stage,  profcitsing  themselves  uoilisguisedly, 

Stiles,  and  is  of  unquesiionnble  authority.  It  hmk  Calvinists,    Episcopalians,    Methodists,     and 

it  of  sufficient  interest  for  insertion.    'While  the  Unitarians,"  &c. 

Aoierican  army,  under  the  comman  1  of  Wash-  If  such  are  the  liberal  views  entertained  in 

iBfton,  lay  encamped  in  ilie  vicinity  of  Morris-  America  on  religio<is  subjects,  and  if  such  dispo- 

ItHrn,  New-Jersey,  it  occurred  that  tho  service  of  sitions  are  more  congenial  lo  the  spirit  of  the 

As  conHBunioa   (then  obwerved  semi-annually  Christian  system,  than  the  fiery  and  uuhallowed 

•ly)  was  to  be  adroinisiored  lo  the  Presbyterian  zeal  and  unholy  jealousies  which  many  religion- 

dnreh  in  that  village.     In  a  morning  of  the  pre-  ists  display — why  arc  they  not  more  frequently 

fisos  week,  the  General,  afltY  his  accustomed  manifested  in  our  own  cotmtry  ?    For,  the  difTer- 

isipectien  of  the  camp,  visited  the  house  of  thi  ence  of  localities  and  customs  cannot  alter  tho 

Rfv.  Dr.  Jones,  then  pastor  of  that  church,  and,  nature  and  obligation  of  moral  principles  and 

i£cr  Ihe  usual  prulimiuaries,  thus  accosted  him  :  actions.     What  a  sirikin;*  ccMfitrast  to  the  scenes 

—^Doctor,  I  understand  that  the  Lord's  su(>per  now  exhibited  are  suirh facts  as  the  following;-^ 

iito  be  celebrated  with  you  next  Sunday.  I  would  "The  Rev.  J.  T.  Campbell,  rector  of  Tilston, 

team,  if  it  accords  with  the  canntr-)  of  your  church  in  the  diocese  of  Chester,  haa  been   sutpended 

toadmiteommunicanis  of  another  denomination.'  from  hia  clerical  function,  fur   twelve  months, 

Tbs  Doctor  rejoine^l,  *  Most  certainly.     Ours  is  with  a  sequestration  of  his  benefice,  for  that  time, 

•ol  the  Presbyterian  table,  General,   but   tho  for  preaching  in  a  methodist  meding-houte  in 

LorI's  tab!e,  and  we  hence  give  the  Lord's  invi-  Nantwich,  and  in  other  similar  places  within 

ItfioB  lo  all  his  followers,  of  whatever   name.'  the  diocese."     "  The   Rev.  Dr.  Rice,  curate  of 

Tbe  Qeneral  replied,  *  I  am  glad  of  it ;  that  is  as  St.  Lukes,  Ltmdon,  who  made  himself  conspicu- 

kon^  lo  be,  but  as  I  was  not  quite  sure  of  the  ous  tbe  othor  day,  at  Mr.  Wakely's  dinner,  and 

6d,  I  thought  I  would  ascertain  it  from  yotirself,  who,  in  coiiKequence  of  the  liberal  sentiments  he 

if  I  prapoee  to  join  with  you  on  that  'occasion,  then  expressed  on  the  subject  of  Church  Reform* 

Tfcoogk  •  member  of  the  church  of  England,  I  has  fallen  under  the  censure  of  his  diocesan." 

have  no  enclusive  partialities.'    The  Doctor  re-  Both    these  notices  appeared  in  most  of  tbe 

MMved  him  ofa  cordial  welcome,  and  the  Gene-  newspapers  in  January  1833,  and  were  never 

nl  was  Ibond  seated  with  the  communicants  the  contradicted !    If  such  conduct  in  the  rulers  of 

Hitflabbath.  the  church  were  warranted  by  the  doctrines  or 

''Inning  my  rendence  in  the  United  States,  precepts  of  the  New  Testament,  Christianity 

■■hwqaeat  to  this  period,  I  was  frequently  wit^  would  be  unworthy  of  any  man's  attention  or 

MM  to  the  good  understanding  which  generally  support.     If  the  principles   and    persecuting 

pTCfaib  among  clergymen  professing  different  spirit  involved  in  such  decisions,  were  coun- 

iliinioiw  on  church  forms  and  doctrinal  points,  tenanced  and  supported  by  the  laws  of  the  state, 

Ih  this  ooontiy ;  and  I  occasionally  observed  we  should  soon  be  subjected  to  all  the  buminga, 

Bi  tho  newipapen  to  the  mbm  p«poit«  fauigiofs,  ■■iilngiy  tortoTM,  aad  horrid  cmel- 
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ties,  which  iisikiguiibed  tbe  daric  age*  of  Pope- 
ry, and  the  proceedugs  of  the  Star  Chamber. 
How  long  will  it  be  ere  professed  Christians 
display  a  CkriMtian  spirii!  and  what  is  the  utility 
of  Christianity  to  the  world,  qnlcss  candour, 
f^irbearance,  2eue,  meekness,  and  other  Christian 
Tirtues,  be  the  characteristics  of  its  professed 
TOtaries  !  Wo  dare  any  person  to  bring  forward 
M.  single  instance  of  a  man's  being  converted  lo 
the  faith  of  our  holy  religion,  by  the  display  of 
unhallowed  zeal,  furious  bigotry,  sectarian  coo- 
tentioos,  orthe  manife^itaiion  of  a  domineering 
and  persecuting  spirit.  But,  thousands  of  in- 
stances could  be  produced  of  such  dispontions 
being  the  means  of  recruiting  the  ranks  of  infi- 
deli^  and  licentiousness.  The  following  state- 
ment, sent  to  the  Editor  of  the  Liverpool  Mertu- 
ry,  Feb.  14th,  18S3,  displays  the  UberaBty  of 
certain  British  clergymen,  in  the  thirty-third 
year  of  the  nineteenth  century.  "  I  have  been 
recently  called  on  by  death  to  part  with  ooe  d* 
my  children.    I  waited  upon  the  Rev.  — -— 

«f church  (where  I  buried  a  child  a  short 

time  ago,)  to  arrange  with  him  about  its  inter- 
ment near  the  other.  *But,  to  what  place  of 
worship  do  you  go  ?*  inquired  most  seriously  the 
Reverend  divine.  *■  The  Methodists, Sir,  d'the 
New  Connexion,'  I  replied.  *  As  you  do  not 
attend  my  church,  I  cannot,  therefore,  bury  your 
child. — Where  was  your  child  baptized  ?'  was 
his  second  inquiry.  '  At  the  church  of  which  I 
am  a  member,*  I  answered.  '  How  can  you 
think,*  exclainMHl  the  liberal  and  pious,  but  iiKlig^ 
nant  minister, '  that  I  shall  bury  your  child, 
which  has  been  baptized  by  a  Dissenter  ?  Take 
your  child  lo  be  buried  where  it  was  baptiecd.'— 
*  But,  Sir,  we  have  no  burial-ground  connected 
with  our  chapel.'  *  No  matter ;  the  church- 
wardens of  my  church  have  determined  not  to 
bury  any  that  do  not  belong  to  the  church.     Gk>/ 

jiaid  the  minister, » to ,  and  arrange  with 

him.' — So  saying,  he  turned  his  back  and  led  me. 
n.  Etntry. 

The  Duke  of  Newcastle— so  notorioit8,/er  ds- 
ing  what  he  pleases  vnth  htM  oum — has  the  foUow- 
in^r  cUiise  introduced  into  certain  leases  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Nottingham  : — "  That  in  none 
ofthehoueeeto  be  tuilt.  ahall  be  held  pn^er^meel' 
ingi,  or  any  eonioentieUefor  the  diffkuion  ofaenti- 
menU  contrary  to  the  doctrine*  oflhe  CkMrdi  of 
England.**  A  fine  specimen,  truly,  of  Chria- 
tian  liberality  in  the  nineteenth  century !  If  his 
Grace  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  attended  to  his 
prayers  aa^e^uenC^y  And  fervently  as  the  Liturgy 
enjoins,  he  would  be  disposed  to  display  a  little 
more  candour  in  reference  to  the  <*  prayer-meet^ 
ings"  of  his  dissenting  brethren.  With  regard 
to  the  leading  (foeCn'net  of  the  Church  of  England, 
there  are  few  dissenters  disposed  to  find  much 
lault  with  them.  But  what  will  his  Grace  aay 
oTfbe  iadoleoce  and  aTarieaoua  conduct  of  many 
^r-dM  mkiialMi  gftfatf  dmrah,  fffakh  havt  kMB 


the  cause  of  the  rapid  increase  ^  DIaseiKeii 
The  Vicar  of  Pevensey  in  Suaiex  (as  appei 
from  a  petition  of  the  parishioner*,  dated  Fdm 
ry  1,  1633)  derives  an  income  from  the  parisk 
akMMjt  ISOCM.  a-year,  and  yei  has  never  on«:e  pa 
formed  divine  service,  since  his  ioduciion,  a&e 
seventeen  years  ago.  He  ha«  another  Ijviit^ 
G  nestling,  about  fifteen  miles  distant,  from  whii 
he  derives  a  rpvcnue  a€400L  peranntmi.  Wb 
ther  he  does  duty  there  is  not  known ;  but  it 
not  absurd  to  suppose,  that  a  parson  who  wiD  ■ 
ao  much  as  read  prayers  for  1200/.  b  not  vei 
likely  to  preach  for  400f.— R.  Hodfson,  Dfi 
of  Carlisle,  is  also  Vicar  of  Btvy-oo-Sands,  Re 
tor  of  St.  Georges  in  Hanover  Square,  Vicar 
Hcllington,  and  yet  at  noneofthae  places  It  I 
found  officiating.  The  tithes  received  byti 
Dean  and  Chapter  f(»r  Heahet,  amount  to  100( 
or  ISOOl.  a-year ;  they  pay  the  curate  that  do 
the  duty  IBl.  6s.,  or  at  the  rate  of  ooe  ahiDii 
a-day--4he  wagee  of  a  bricklayer's  labourer. 
Wetheral  and  Warwick,  the  Dean  and  Chapl 
draw  about  lOOOf.  a-year  for  tithes,  and  lOfX 
aryear  from  the  church  lands,  and  they  pay  i! 
working  minister  the  sum  of  fiOf.  a-year.  T 
tithes  (^the  parish  of  Su  Cuthberts  and  St.  M 
ry  amount  to  about  I5O0/.  a-year ;  and  tlie  b 
curates,  who  do  the  duty,  receive  each  I  he  sv 
of  21. 13s.  id.  a-ycar  ! !  Three  brothers  of  t 
name  of  Goodtnoughf  monop<»lize  thirteen  piec 
of  church  preferment.  One  of  them  ia  Prebe 
of  Carlisle,  Westminister  and  \  ork,  Vicar 
Wath  All-Saints  on  Dearn.  chaplain  of  Adwic 
and  chaplain  of  Brampton  Bierlow.  Those  pr 
ferments  produce,  of  course,  several  tbouaani 
for  which  the  incumbents  perfbm  absolutely  a 
thing.  And  yet,  -one  of  the  persona  above  alhi 
ed  to,  had  lately  the  oflTrontery  U>  come  to  Cai 
isle  and  preach  up  "  tlie  Church  is  ia  danger 
because  these  shocking  enormities  are  now  s 
|K>se4.  to  public  reprobation.  See  TVmes  new 
paper  ftr  March  7,  8, 1833.  It  would  be  I 
great  breach  of  charity  to  suppoae,  that  it  is  m 
doctrines  and  practice  as  those  now  stated,  tb 
the  Duke  of  Newcastle  is  determined  to  suppo 
with  such  a  degree  of  persecuting  seal— and  ih 
pure  Christianity,  detariied  from  ita  connexia 
with  the  state,  is  the  cki^ect  of  hia  hatred  and  on 
lempt. 

Aa  a  corroboration  of  Mr.  Stuai^s  statcwsi 
respecting  the  liberality  of  Religious  Sedari 
in  America,  the  following  extract  of  a  ktll 
dated  18*h  February  1833,  which  the  anA 
iwceived  from  the  Rev.  Dr.  8  ,  a  kadi 
and  pious  Presbyterian  minister  in  the  Stata 
New  York,  may  be  here  inserted— 

« I  deeply  regret  to  hear  that  ao  much  of  d 
spirit  of  sectarianism  prevails  among  tlie  diK 
ent  religious  denominations  of  your  coaMr 
We,  too,  have  enough  of  it ;  but  it  is  here  mu 
festly  on  the  decline.  Tou  may  possibly  tUak 
an  unretsonable  stretch  cf  Ubenli^  wfasa  I  t 
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Ihat  witkia  a  fiiw  waakii  I  Mffvrod  u  gimbling  houses— rerdaivonMs  Uw  more  eedoe- 

i  to  preidi  IB  my  polpitt  ^'^  ^  **^  tive  to  yoath,  as  being  free  from  some  of  thoee 

forms  of  prayer.    But  such  is  ihe  slate  dangen  which  would  alarm  timidity  in  places  of 

flf Miaf  m  my  oongrsfalkm,  that,  thongh  such  avowedly  scandalous  resort.    In  the  ScMan  dei 

alUag  had  aafw  beliire  oecurred  aaioiig  them,  EiroHgtrtf  the  most  celelMated  haunt  of  this 

yai  il  mat  with  thair  univeraal  and  umyialified  Dom-Daniel,  which  I  had  the  curiosity  to  Tisit, 

■ffnihatimi.    Oa  the  other  hand,  I  expect,  in  the  scene  was  dtscent  and  silent  to  a  degree  of 

ihaaoanaofa  week  or  twO|  to  preadi  a  charity  sotenmity.     An  immense  hall  was  filled  with 

MnaoB  hera  ia  one  of  our  Efnscopal  churehesi  gamesters  and  spectators.    Those  who  kept  the 

•■d  la  paiftm  the  whole  service  in  my  own  way.  bank,  and  managed  the  affairs  of  the  estabUsh* 

Tkii,  il  anst  ba  oooAased,  is  a  little  uncommon  ment,  were  diitinguished  by  the  green  shadea 

■  ^Sm  eoOBlry ;  bat  erery  thing  indicates,  which  they  wore  to  preservo  their  eyes ;  by  their 

aasioBS  of  good  will,  even  between  silent  and  grave  demeanour,  and  by  the  paleness 

i  and  Episeopalians,  will  soon  be-  of  their  eountenancei,  exhausted  by  their  ooo- 

t.     Independeou  and   Preabyte-  stant  vigils.     There  was  no  distinction  ofper- 

ri—  hiis  itiupi  nearly  the  same  ground.   They  sons,  nor  any  passport  required  for  entrance, 

■a  kimA  distiiict  denomiaaiions,  but  are  repr^  ssto  that  of  a  decent  exterior ;  and,  on  the  long 

■Mad  iaaidi  other'a  public  bodies."    The  an-  t^es,  which  were  covered  with  gold,  an  artisan 

Ihsr  has  pamseJ  an  aieeUent  ssrason  of  the  der-  was  at  liberty  to  hazard  his  wedi's  wages,  or  a 

allwled  to,  which  was  preached  in  noble  his  whole  eetate.    Touth  and  age  were 

It  dwreh  when  introducing  an  /»-  equally  welcome,  and  any  one  who  chose  to  play 

\  ■inistnr  to  his  charge  imaiediately  after  within  the  limits  of  a  trifling  sum,  had  only  to 

shows  that  we  liave  still  much  aociMO  his  own  weakness,  if  he  was  drawn  iato 

Hham  from  oar  transatlantic  bretKrsa,  in  relation  doeper  or  more  dangerous  hasard.    Everything 

IS  a  firisndlj  and  affectionate  iaterooune  with  appeared  to  be  conducted  with  perfect  ftimess. 

^^rirtiaa  el'diffsffcnt  danosiinatioits.  The  only  advantage  possessed  by  the    bank 

(which  is  however,  enormous)  is  me  extent  of 

JSo.  XIL— Oa  tkt  Dnmnlifing  ^0kg»  rfii^  the  funds,  by  which  it  is  enabled  to  sustain  any 

4d  PkUompktf,  P.  15S— 166.  reverse  of  fortune ;  whereas,  most  of  the  indi- 

vkluals  who  play  against  the  bank,  are  in  dr- 

Wilh  the  view  of  corroborating  and  illustrating  cumstances  to  be  ruined  by  the  first  sncceasion 

■■a  fiiUy  Ike  statements  made  in  the  pages  r»-  of  ill  luck ;  so  that,  ultimately,  the  small  veatures 

ftsfid  to,  iha  fellowing  &cto  may  be  stated  m  r^  merge  in  the  stock  of  the  principal  adventursfi, 

iBiBB  ca  Ae  moral  character  of  the  inhabitants  of  as  rivers  run  into  the  sea.    The  profits  of  the 

Fnaoe  partiadarly  tho^e  of  Paris.  establishment  munt,   indeed,   be  Twy   large,  to 

la  the  first  place,  the  vice  of  gemMing  pre-  support  its  expenses.    Besides  a  variety  of  at- 

laiis  in  liie  capital  of  France  to  an  extent  un-  tendants,  who  distribute  refreshments  to  the 

haewB  in  almost  any  other  country.     The  Pa-  players  gratis,  there  is  an  elegant  entertainment, 

9mRpjfaU  is  the  grand  fiicus  of  this  species  of  in-  with  expensive  wines,  regularly  prepared,  about 

ifUy,  whidi  is  the  fertile  source  of  licentious-  three  o'clock   in  the  morning,  for  those  who 

and  of  almost  every  crime.    Mr.  J.  Scott,  choose  to  partake  of  it.    With  such  temptations 

visited  Paris  in  1814,  thus  describes  this  around  him,  and  where  the  hazarding  an  insigni- 

icT  moral  pollutiiMi.     '*  The  Palais  Royale  ficant  sum  seems  at  first  venial  or  innocent,  it  is 

the  most  characteristic  feature  of  Paris ;  no  wonder  that  thousands  feel  themselves  gradu- 

dissolute,  gay,  wretched,  elegant,  paltry,  ally  involved  in  tho  vortex,  whose  verge  is  so  lit- 

laiy,aDd  idle — it  suggests  recollections  of  atro-  tie  distinguishable,  until  they  are  swallowed  up, 

cil^,  aad  supplies  sights  of  fascination — it  dis-  with  their  time,  talents,  fortune,  and  fi-equently 

■ina  virtue  sind  vice  living  on  easy  terms,  and  also  both  body  snd  soul. 

■  ■■ae£ate  neighbourhoud  of  each  other.    Ex-  "  This  is  vice  with  her  fairett  viMord;  but  the 

indulgences,  and  privations — art  and  same  unhallowed  precinct  contains  many  a  s^ 

•science  and  ignorance— artfiil  con-  cret  cell^or  the  moat  hideouM  and  unheard  ofdeh 

and  careloM  detMiucheries-— all  mingle  baueheriee ;  many  an  open  rendezvous  of  infemji 

an  atmosphere  of  various  exhale-  and  many  a  den  of  usury  and  treason ;  the  whcse 

a  whiri  of  the  most  lively  images— a  sti-  mixed  with  a  Vanity  Fair  of  shops  for  jewels, 

Stelangt  of  what  is  most  heating,  in-  trinkets,  and  baubles ;  that  bashfulneas  may  not 

{,  and  subduing."    Sir  W.  Scott,  who  need  a  decent  pretext  for  adventuring  into  the 

Pliria  in  1815,  gives   the  following  de-  haunts  of  infamy.    It  was  here  that  the  preach* 

ef  llus  in&mous  establishment.   "  The  ers  of  revolution  found,  amidst  gamblers,  despe* 

Soyaie,  in  whose  saloons  and  porticoes  radoes,  and  prostitutes,  ready  auditors  of  their 

estaMtshed  a  public  and  open  school  for  doctrines,  and  aclivo  hands  to  labour  in   their 

and  licentiousness,  should  be  levelled  vineyard.     It  was  here  that  the  plots  of  the 

•te  fraaad  with  all  its  aocurecd  brothels  and  Buooapartiata  were  adjusted ;  and  fipom  beaoa 
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<he  seduced  stkldieri,  inflamed  with  taukj  a  bum-  1915.    In  the  grand  eqotre  there  were  ''I'^mtil 

per  to  the  hoalth  of  the  exile  of  Elbe,  mtder  the  two  thealrra  of  dancen  and  rope'^nacers^  tue 

myatic  names  of  Jean  de  PUpee,  and  Corporal  theatres  of  arousing  physical  experieoents ;  itt 

Violet,  were  dbmissed  to  sprMd  the  news  of  his  baods  for  daitcing  *,  a  theatre  of  singen ;  a  dispiij 

approaching  return.    In  short,  from  this  central  of  fire- works;  a  circus  where  Fraacooe's  troofi 

pit  of  Acheron,  in  which  are  openly  assembled  were  to  exhibit ;  and  above  all,  that  neat  dela^ 

and  mingled  those  characters  and  oocupati<Nis  table  sport  called  Jlfattc<it  Coc^gvie.  TheMatIi 

which,  in  ail  other  eapiialif  are  driven  to  shroud  de  Cocagne  consists  of  two  long  polea,  near  Am 

themselves  in  separate  and  retired  recesses ;  firom  tops  of  which  are  sui4)ended  varioas  arlidea  oi 

this  focus  of  vice  and  treason  have  flowed  fi>rth  cookery,  such  as  roast  beef,  fowls,  docks,  &cl 

those  waters  of  bitterness  of  which  France  liaa  The  poles   are  soaped  and  rendered  alippsrf 

drunk  BO  deeply."  at  the  bottom  ;  and  the  ^port  ooosists  in  tlie  !»■ 

The  stole  of  marriagt  in  this  country  since  the  dicmus  failures  of  those  who  climb  to  reach  Iha 

revolution  is  likewise  the  fertile  source  of  im-  eatables.    Two  Matts  de  Cocagne  were  dM 

morality  and  crime.    Marriage  is  little  else  than  erected  in  the  square  Marjury ;  as  also  four  baadi 

a  Slate  of  legal  concubinage,  a  mere  temporary  for  dancing,  a  theatre  of  rope-danoera ;  a  theacpc 

connexion,  (rom  which  the  parties  can  loose  them-  of  arousing  experiroenis  ;  a  theatre  of  aingam. 

nelves  when  they  please;    and  women  area  &c. ;  and  fire- works.     These  amusements  were 

■pecies  of  mercantile  commodity.    Illicit  con«  to  commence  at  S  o'clock,  P.  M.  and  to  last  til 

nexions  and  illegitcmate  children,  especially  in  night.    Akmgthe  avenue  of  the  Ckawm  deS^ 

Paris,  are  numerous  beyond  what  is  known  in  Met,  there  were  erected  36  fountains  of  wine,  U 

any  ether  country.    The  following  statement  o(  tables  for  the  distribution  of  eatables,  aucfa  na 

the  affairs  of  the  French  capital,  for  the  year  pies,  fowls,  sausages,  &c    The  dtstril^tioo  ol 

ending  Sfd  September  I  SOS,  given  by  the  Pre-  the  wine  and  eaiahles  took  place  at  three  o'dodb 

foot  of  Police  to  the  Grand  Judge,  presents  a  At  nine  o'clock  there  was  a  grand  fire-^ork  al 

nMwtrevoltiagideaof  the  state  of  public  morals:  the  Place  de  Concorde.     lounediatelT  after- 

— During  this  ynu  490  men  and    167  women  wards  a  detonating  balloon  ascended  from  tht 

committed  suicide ;  Bl  men  and  69  women  were  Champ  de  Elysees.    The  detonation  took  plaes 

murdered,  of  whom  55  men  and  52  women  were  when  the  balloon  was  at  the  height  of  500  toiscf, 

foreigners ;  644  divorces ;  155  murderers  exe-  or  above  SOOO  feet.     In  the  evening  all  the  the- 

culed ;  ItlO  persons  condemned  to  the  galleys,  atres  were  opened  gratis,  and  all  the  public  edi- 

icc. ;  1626  persons  to  hard  labour,  and  64  mark-  fices  were  illuminated.    Such  was  the  mode  k 

ed  with  hot  irons;  12,  076  public  women  were  which  the  Parisians  worshipped  the  "goddesscf 

registered ;  large  sums  were  levied  from  these  Reason  "  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  Christim 

wretched  creatures,  who  were  made  to  pay  from  Sabbath. 

5  to  10  guineas  each  monthly,  according  to  theur  That  such  profonation  of  (he  Stbbath  it  MJA 
rank,  beauty,  or  fo»hion ;  155S  kept  mistresses  continued,  and  that  it  is  not  confined  to  the  dty 
were  noted  down  by  the  police,  and  380  brothels  of  Paris,  but  abounds  in  most  of  the  provincial 
licensed  by  the  Prefect.  Among  the  criminals  towne  of  France,  appears  from  the  following  e^ 
executed  were  7  fathers  for  poisoning  (heir  tract  of  a  letter  inserted  in  the  Eerangelieal 
children;  10  husbands  for  murdering  their  wives;  Magazine  for  January  1833,  from  a  gentleman 

6  wives  that  had  murdered  their  husbands  ;  and  who  recently  n»ided  in  different  parts  of  that 
15  children  who  had  poisoned  or  otherwise  de-  country  : — "  Could  every  pious  reader  of  tUi 
atroyed  their  parents.  letter  be  awakened,  on  the  morning  of  that  sacred 

The  glaring  profanation  ^f  Ihe  Sabbath  is  an-  day,  as  I  have  been,  by  the  clang  of  the  anvil, 

other  striking  characteristic  d*  the  people  of  and,  on  his  entrance  into  the  streets  and  rnaikda, 

France,  especially  as  duplayed  in  the  capital,  observe  business  prosecuted  or  soapended  aocotd* 

Entering  Paris  on   the   Sabbath,  a  Briton  is  ing  to  the  tastes  of  the  tradesmen;  could  be 

chocked  at  behoMing  all  that  reverence  and  so-  mark  the  workmen  on  seasons  of  religious  fost^ 

lemnity  with  which  that  sacred  day  is  generally  val,  erecting  the  triumphal  arch  on  the  Sabbnik 

bept  in  Christian  countries,  not  only  set  aside,  mominjr,  and  removing  it  on  the  Sabbath  tnm 

but  ridiailed  and  contemned,  and  a  whole  people  ing ;  and  notice  the  labourers,  at  their  optkn, 

apparently  lost  to  every  impression  of  religion,  toiling  all  day  at  the  public  works ;  ooald  he  aw 

The  shops  are  all  alive,  the  gaming-houses  fill-  the  c^-party  in  the  hotel,  and  the  nine-piM 

ed,  the  theatres  crowded,  the  streets  deafened  before  every  public  house,  and  the  prDmeaadani 

with  ballad-singers  and   mountebanks;  persons  swarming  m  all  the  suburbs  ;  could  he  beeooh 

of  all  ages,  fi^m  the  hoary  grandnre  to  the  child  polled  to  witness,  on  one  Sunday,  a  grand  r»> 

of  four  or  five  years,  encased  in  balls,  routs,  and  view  nf  a  garrison ;  and  on  another  be  diatmbai 

<Sancings, — the  house  of  God  alone  deserted,  and  by  the  music  of  a  company  of  strolling  playan ; 

ihe  voice  of  religion  alone  unheard  and  despised,  and  could  he  find,  amidst  all  this  profanation,  m 

The  Sabbath  was  the  day  appointed  for  cele-  I  have  found,  no  temple  to  which  to  retreat,  «BM 

bnting  iba  raCvn  cf  Bnanaparto  firom  Elba  in  the  barren  cliff  or  the  ooean-cave,  nrdy  hi 
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wodlJ  feel  md  proclaini  the  truth, '  This  ppople  dfituo-maiua  of  both  sezM  seems  rather  to  in- 

U  destroyed  fur  lack  of  knowledoe.'"    The  same  crease  than  decrease  with  the  voarm  weather. 
|eotl*iiMn  shows,  that  thi^  pro^nation  Is  chiefly     Sirti/  balls  were  advertised  for  la^  SvmUty;  and 

occasioned  by  "  the  destitution  of  Scriptiial  in-  fur  to-morrow  tixtjf'nme  are  announced.     Any 

fixmation  which  exists  in  France,**  which  the  person  walking  in  the  Elysian  fiekJs,  or  on  the 

fbilowing  facts,  anuHig  many  others  that  came  Doulevards,  may  be  convinced  tliat  these  temples 

mder  his  own  observation,  tend  to  illustrate,  erf*  pleasure  are  not  without  worshippers.  Bende$ 

"On  the  mad  to  M on  a  market-«lay,  I  the?«e,  incur  own  walks  last  Sunday,  we  counted 

Mopped  about  a  dozen  persons,  some  poor,  others  no  less  than  firc7ti|y-f(co  ^arrfens  not  advertised, 
of  the  better  dafses,  and  showing  them  the  Nvw  where  there  was  Jklilling  and  dancing.     Indeed, 
Tutament,  begged  them  to  inform  me  if  they  this  pleasure  is  tempting,  bi-cause  it  is  very  chtap. 
posKsacd  it.     With  a  tingle  exception,  tliey  all  For  a  bottle  of  beer,  which  costs  6  sous  (3d.,) 
replied  in  the  negative.    In  the  town  of  M—^  ami  2  sous  (Id.,)  to  the  fiddler,  a  kuaband  and 
I  entered,  with  the  same  inquiry,  many  of  the  in/e,  witk  their  children^  may  amum  thenuelvea 
■ost  respectable  shops.    Only  one  individual  from  three  o^clock  in   the  q/lemoon    till  eleven 
wong  ibeir  oocopieni  was  the  owner  of  a  New  e?dotk  at  night.     As  this  exercise  both  divert* 
Testament.     One  gentleman,  who,  during  a  the  mind  and  strengthens  the  body,  and  as  Sun- 
veefc,  dined  with'me  at  my  inn,  and  who  avow,  day  is  the  only  day  of  the  week  which  the  moat 
«i  himself  a  deist  and  a  materialist,  said  that  ho  numerous  classes  of  people  can  dispose  of,  vt/ith- 
M  not  seen  a  Testament  for  many  years.     In-  out  injury  to  themselves  or  the  stale,  govemmeni. 
M,  I  doubted  whether  he  had  ei?er  read  it ;  for,  encourage*,  aa  much  as  possible,  these  innocent 
m  ay  ptveeoting  one  to  him,  he  asked  if  it  con-  amusements  on  that  day.     In  the  garden  of  Chau- 
tuaed  an  account  of  the  er«a<>oa.    A  journey-  mievre,  on  the  Boulevard  Neuf,  wo  observed,  in 
■SB  bookbinder,  having  expressed  a  wish  to  the  same  quadrilles,  last  Sunday,  /omr  genert^ 
obtain  this  precious  book,  remarked,  on  receiving  tions,  the  great  grandsire  ilancing  with  his  great- 
ly in  perfect  ignorance  of  its  divine  authority,  great  granddaughter,  and  the  great-grandmamma 
tbthe  dared  to  say  it  was  'a  very  fine  work.'  dancing  with  her  great-great-grandson.     It  was 
Ailudenc  in  a  university,  about  20  years  of  age,  a  satufactiun  impossible  to  be  expressed,  to  see 
9ld  me,  that  although  ho  had  seen  the  Yulgaie  persons  of  so  many  different  ages,  all  enjoying  the 
(Latin)  rersion  of  the  New  Tcdlament,  he  had  same  pleasures  for  the  present,  not  remembering 
mer  met  with  it  in  a  French  translation.     A  past  misfortunes,  nor  apprehending  future  ones. 
JMmg  woman,  who  professed  to  have  a  Bible,  The  grave  seemed  equally  distant  from  the  girl 
pakmed  instead  of  it  a  Catholic  Abridgment  of  often  years  old,  and  from  her  great-grandmamma 
fte  Scriptures,  garbled  in  many  important  por-  of  seventy  years,  and  from  the  boy  that  had  not 
IRM,  and  interlairded  with  the  comments  of  tlie  seen  three  lustres,  as  from    llie  great  grandsire 
Fkliiers.*'  reaching  nearly   fourscore  years.      In    another 
Sodi  (acta  afford  a  striking  evidence  of  the  quadrille,   were  lour  Vivvn  dancing  with  their 
boetility    of    Uie    Roman   Catholic    clergy  in  mistresses.     There,  again,  nothing  was  observed 
fnar^  to  the  circulation  of  the  Scriptures,  and  but  an  emulation  who  should  enjoy  the  prcbcnl 
^•eoligfatening  of  the  minJs  of  the  commimiiy  mom<>nt.     Not  an  iil»^a  of  the  past,  or  of  time 
it  Dm  knowledge  of  Divine  truths  ;  and  therefore  to  come,  clouded  their  thoughts  ;  in  a  few  words, 
itiiao  wonder  that  Infidelity,  Materialism,  and  they  were  perfectly  happy.     Let  those  torment- 
iamnrality,  should  very  generally  prevail.  '^Even  ed  by  avarice  or  ambi:ion  frequent  those  places 
muog  L'le   Protestants,^'  says  Ute  sam-3  writer,  on  a  Sund.iy.  and  they  will  bi;  curodof  their  vile 
'■    "a  large  number  of  their  ministers  are  worldly  ivissions,  if  they  are  not  incurable."* 
.    Ben,  frequenting,  as  a  pious  lady  assured  mt%         Such  arc  a   few  sketches  of  the  moral  state 
/.    'Ike  chase,  the  dance,  and  the  billiard  table.*  and  character  of  the  people  of  Paris,  which,  there 
j    ^  to  the  public  worship  of  God,  the  case  is  is  every  reason  to  believe,  are,  with  a  few  rao- 
.\    9faAy  deplorable.     In  two  large  towns,  and  a  difications,  apf)licable  to  the  inhabitants  of  most 
[  ]    pspobtion  of  25.000, 1  fouml  no  Protestant  sane-  of  the  other  large  towns  in  France.    Among  the 
;.;    inuT.      In  a  third  town,  containing  about  7000  gr«ai  mass  of  the  population  of  that  country, 
jj    ahilntanta,  there   was  an  Engli^   Episcopal  there  appears  to  be  no  distinct  recognition  of  the 
.]    Aipd  for  the  British  residents,  but  no  French  moral  attributes  of  the  E>eity,  of  the  obligation 
.]   mestant  serrice.     At  a  fourth,  in  which  there  of  the  Divine  law,  or  of  a  future  and  eternal  state 
.|    «n>  a  Protestant  church,  the  minister,  who  sup-  of  existence.     Whirled  about  incessantly  in  the 
',  I    pUsd  four  other  places,  preached  OTie  Sabbath  in  *  vortex  of  vanity  and  dissipation,  the  Creator  is 
Av  weeks."  lost  sight  of,  moral  responsibility  disregarded, 
The  mania  for  dandng^  which  pervades  all  &nd  present  sensual  gratifications  pursued  with 
and  all  a^es,  is  another  characteristic  of 


k  peoole  of  Paris,  of  which  some  idea  may  bo  *  flevcral  of  the  above  sketches  aro  extracted  firom 

fcroMd  irom  the  following  extract  from  a  French  "»« ."  Glasgow  Geography,"  a  work  which  contains 

^jr_   i^.-»,i   j.,^j  A „«,!-♦  o    i<VLt .     iiTi.«  *"  Immense  mass  of  historical,  geographical, and 

pBfic  Joumaii  dated  August  2,  lo04:— "The  misccUaneouilnfonnatlon. 
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the  Qtmott  eaforneOT,  regftidlmK  whethw  death  rons  proceMioOi  which  filed  off  in  die  htll,  ac 
■hall  prove  the  precursor  to  perraanent  happineM  companied  by  national  music.    Surrounded  b> 
orroisery, or toastateoT^eicma/affep."  Never,  them,  appeared  a  young  woman'*' of  the  fines 
perhaps,  in  a  Pagan  country,  was  the  Epicu-  figure,  arrayed  in  the  robes  of  liberty,  and  seatw 
rean  philosophy  so  systematically  reduced  to  prao>  in  a  diair,  ornamented  with  leaves  and  festoons 
tice  as  in  the  country  of  Voltaire,  Bufibn,  Mi-  She  was  placed  opposite   the  President ;  anc 
rabeau,  Condorcet,  Helvetius,  and  Diderot.    It  Chaumette,  one  of  (he  members,  said, 'l!\ma£icu}i; 
cannot  be  difficult  to  trace  the  present  demorali-  has  abandoned  the  place  aC  truth  ;  squint-eyed, 
sation  of  France  to  the  sceptical  and  atheistical  it  could  not  bear  the  brilliant  light.    The  people 
principles  disseminated  by  such  writers,  which  dt  Paris  have  taken   possession  of  the  temple, 
were  adopted  in  all  their  extent,  and  acted  upon  which  they  have  regenerated  ;  the  Gothic  arches 
by  the  leaders  of  the  first  Revolution.      Soon  which,  till  this  day  resounded  with£ie«,  now  echo 
after  that  event,  education  was  altogether  pro-  with  the  accents  of  truth  ;  you  see  we  have  not 
scribed.    During  the  space  of  five  years,  from  taken  for  our  festivals  inanimate  idols,  it  is  a 
1791  to  1796,  the  public  instruction  of  the  young  ekeftPoBuvre  of  nature  whom  we  have  arrayed  in 
was  totally  set  aside,  and,  d*  course,  they  were  the  habit  of  liberty ;  its  sacred  fonn  hasi^/lomed 
left  to  remain  entirely  ignorant  of  the  fiictsand  all  hearts.     The  public  has  but  one  cry,  **  No 
doctrines  of  religion,  and  of  the  duties  they  owe  more  altars,  no  more  priests,  no  other  God  but 
to  God  and  to  man.    It  is  easy,  thereforf ,  to  con-  the  God  of  nature."     We,  their  magistrates,  we 
e^ive  what  must  be  the  intellectual,  the  moral,  accompany  them  from  the  temple  of  truth  to  the 
and  religious  c<Midition  of  those  who  were  bom  a  temple  of  the  laws,  to  celebrate  a  new  liberty,  and 
little  ben>re  this  period,  and  virho  now  form  a  coo-  to  request  that  the  eidevant  church  qf  Notre  Dame 
siderable  portion  of  the  population  arrived  at  the  be  changed  into  a  UmpU  conaocraUd  to  r&uon  and 
years  of  manhood.    A  gentleman  at  Paris  hap-  tmih*    This  proposal,  being  converted  into  a 
pened  to  possess  a  domestic  of  sense  and  geneial  motion,  was  imme^diately  d^reed ;  and  the  Con- 
intelligence  above  his  station.    His  master,  upon  vention  afierwards  decided,  that  the  citizens  of 
some  occasion,  used  to  him  the  expression,  "  It  Paris,  on  this  day,  continued  to  deserve   well  of 
is  doing  as  we  would  be  done  by ,"— the  Christian  their  country.     The  Goddess  then  seated  herself 
maxim.     The  young  man  looked  rather  surpris-  by  the  side  of  the  President,  who  gave  her  zfn^ 
ad:  **  Yes,"  (replied  the  gentleman)  "  I  say,  it  tenuUkin,  The  secretaries  presented  themselves 
is  the  doctrine  of  the  Christian  religion,  which  to  share  the  same  favour ;  tvery  one  ions  eager 
teaches  us  not  only  to  do  as  we  would  be  done  to  Idee  the  new  divifdty^  whom  so  many  saluta- 
by,  bat  also  to  return  good  for  evil."  **  It  may  be  tions  did  not  inthe  least  disconcert.    During  the 
^  Sir,"  (replied  he)  "  but  I  had  the  misfortune  ceremony,   the  orphans  of  the  country,  pupils  of 
to  be  bom  during  the  heat  of  the  revolution,  when  Bourdon  (one  of  the  membero)  sang  a  hymn  to 
it  would  have  been  death  to  have  spoken  on  the  reason^  composed  by  citizen  Moline.     The  na- 
•aliject  of  religion;  and  so  soon  as  I  was  fifteen  tional  music  played  Ooseet'shyron  to  liberty, 
years  old,  1  was  put  into  the  hands  of  the  drill-  The  Convention  then  mixed  with  the  people,  to 
Serjeant,  whose  first  lesson  to  me  was,  that  as  a  O0^e6rate  the  feast  qf  reason  in  her  new  temple.   A 
French  soldier,  I  was  to  fear  ndiher  Ood  nor  grand  festival  was  accordingly  held  in  the  chinch 
detril."    It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  rising  genera-  of  Notre  Dame,  in  honour  d*  this  deity.     In  the 
tion  in  France  is  now  somewhat  improved  in  middle  of  the  church  was  erected  amount,  and  on 
intelligence  and    morality   beyond  that   which  it  a  very  plain  temple,  the  facade  of  which  bore 
sprung    up  during  the  demoralizing  scenes  of  the  following  inscription—'  a  la  Philosophie.* 
the  first  revolution ;  but,  in  tpite  of  lUl  the  coon-  The  busts  of  the  most  celebrated  philosophers 
teracting  efforts  that  can  now  be  used,  another  w«re  placed  before  the  gate  of  this  temple.    The 
generation,  at  least,  must  pass  away,  before  the  torch  of  truth  was  in  the  summit  of  the  mount, 
immoral  eiSTects  produced  by  infidel  philosophy,  upon  the  altar  of  Reason,  spreading  light.     The 
and  the  principles  which  prevailed  during  the  Convention  and  all  the  constituted  authorities 
"  reign  of  terror,"  can  be  nearly  obliterated.  assisted  at  the  ceremony.    Two  rows  of  young 
I  shall  conclude  these  sketches  with  the  foDow-  girls,  dressed  in  white,  each  wearing  a  crown  <« 
ing  account  of  the  eowiserafien  cf  the  '*  Goddeii  oak  leaves,  crossed  before  the  altar  of  reason,  at 
of  Reason,"— one  of  the  most  proiane  and  pre-  the  sound  of  republican  music  ;  each  of  the  girls 
sumptuous  mockeries  of  every  thing  that  is  ra-  inclined  before  the  torch,  and  ascended  the  sum- 
tiooal  or  sacred,  to  be  found  in  the  history  of  mitof  the  mount.    Liberty  then  came  out  of  the 
mankind.  temple  of  philosophy,  towards  a  thrcme  made  of 
**  The  section  of  the  Sans  Culottes,  dedarod  at  turf,  to  receive  the  homage  of  the  republicans  cf 
the  bar  of  the  Convention,  November  10, 1793,  both  sexes,  who  sang  a  hymn  in  her  praise,  ex- 
that  they  would  no  longer  have  priests  among  tending  their  arms  at  the  same  time  towards  her* 
them,  tad  that  they  required  the  total  suppressioa 

ffiD  taUriM  pay  to  the  mi^ew  of  religioiM  .  Btod«aal)«»aollnei,  whow»all«rwaHli|i« 

wocahip.    ThepetitkNiWMfi)tt9fr«ibjaaiBM-  Mtawl, 


^ 

t  ■ 


0DM8B0RATIQK  OF  A  FBBCALB  DBTTT.  IM 

L&Mtf  waomMi  liwifaiJi,  to  ratara  to  ihs  of  tlw  wfaola  of thii  prooedorar^vUeh  if  •hnoit 

nwnyli,  tad,  in  ro  owteriaf  it,  iho  tanmd  thatH,  wtthoata  ponlMin  iboaainli  ofttio  worid-- 

oudBf  a  lookofbawTokneeapoii  hor  fiiendi;  tfaero  waoan  imboeilityMMi  >  wffimn  in  it,  alto- 

wh—  iho  fot  in,  qfory  one  wpr wmoJ  wiA  onthn-  gothor  inoompatibte  widi  tboao  mUinM  idoas  of 

■taam  the  ■enantioni  whidi  tbe  GoddoH  excited  creation  and  Proridenoe,  wliieh  true  philoiopfaj, 

ia  them  bj  Bongi  of  joy;  and  they  ■woie,nef«r,  when  properiy  directed,  has  a  tendency  to  inopire. 

nererto  ceaae  to  be  fiulfafiil  to  her."  And  bow  tnoww<fan%,ae  well  aa  inhnmanely,  did 

Such  were  the  ftotintiee  and  oeraooniea  which  theee  worehippen  of  "liberty,"  "reaaon,"  and 

were  preacribed  lor  the  ineCallation  of  this  new  *'tnith,"  conduct  themeelTes  to  tbe  repreeentatiTe 

dhriaity,  and  Mich  tbe  ohameleH  felly  and  darmg  oftheirgoddeee,  when,  soon  after,  they  doomed  the 

impieCy  widi  which  they  were  accompanied!  huly,  whom  they  had  kissed  and  adored  in  the 

SoehisthelKs^fMiftafwhatbasbeenpresamp-  "tmnple  of  truth,"  to  expire  mder  the  stroke  of  the 

tnooiiy  celled  JPfciyesepJ^,  when  it  has  shaken  off  auiUotine!  Such  occurrences  appear  evidently 

t      its  aSeginnoeto  theChiistianRevelallon— a  reli-  mtended  by  the  moral  Gtovemor  of  tbe  worU,  to 

gion  aa  laeensistent  with  the  dictates  of  reason  admonish  ns  of  the  dancer  of  separating  sdsnoe 

and  the  ooamaan  asnse  of  mankind,  as  it  is  with  from  its  ooonexions  with  revealed  religion,  and 

the  religion  of  the  Bible.    Never,  in  any  age,  toshownsto  what  dreadful  lengths,  in  impiety 


I 

.  I 
1 


HeavwMJarinf  pwftnity.    Beaideatbe  impiety    trampled  wider  ibot. 
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h  rltdicaling  to  you  this  vuluiue,  which  has  lor  its  object  to  exhibit  a  popu- 
y  WW  of  Uie  Pliiloeophy  i»J"  a  Future  State,  as  deduced  from  tiie  liclit  of 
Kience  and  revelation, — a  comiderBtioa  of  a  far  higlier  nature  than  the  iornul 
ind  customary  honour  ofaddremiog  a  man  of  literary  and  scientific  attainment?, 
itixed  me  to  aheller  it  under  your  palrooaKe. 

Id  the  aeveral  vocations  in  which  Divine  Providence  lias  called  you  to  offi- 
Mte,  you  have  proved  yourself  llie  warm  and  disinterested  pairon  of  all  that 
■  braevolenC  and  good — of  every  thing  that  concerns  the  present  and  eternal 
"tl&re  of  mankind :  and  your  praincij  have  been  re-eehoeil  from  one  corner 
"(the  land  to  another,  as  the  champion  of  the  Cliristian  reli{^on, — tlie  doctrines 
«t  leliich,  your  voice  and  your  pen  have  done  «o  much  to  illustrate. 

four  writing  furnish  ample  testimony  to  the  world  of  your  earnest,  actjve, 

ind  iinwearieu  solicitude  for  tlie  mi)ral  anil  religious  improvement  of  mankind 

.    —t  aolicitude  which  is  not  abated  bv  any  mioor  diHereiiFes  of  opinion  in  those 

I    •rilh  irtioro  you  co-operate,  wliere  tlie  great  object  is,  to  didiise  knowledge  and 

I   liiDDiaes  over  the  face  of  the  earth. 

Your  kind  indulgence  to  me,  on  the  sli^C  acquaintance  I  have  of  you  per- 
nnally,  and  your  approbation  of  some  of  my  labours,  in  endeavouring  to 
Goimect  Sciencj  ar^  Iteligion,  induce  me  to  hope,  tlial,  if  tlie  view«  taken  of 
the  present  subject  in  any  mensure  ciirrespotid  with  your  own,  vou  will  ciiun- 
lenance  my  himible  attempts  to  diapcl  the  prejudices  which  man^  well-nteaning 
CbtMtBa  may  entertain,  as  to  the  beneficial  tendency  of  exhitnttng  the  Bcieoees 
of  ■  vrewttf,  aa  8[qriicab(e  to  the  circumstances  and  relations  of  a  Jitfure  world. 
Tnat  you  may  long  be  spared  as  the  advocate  of  vital  Christianity — as  a 
Meawng  uid  onuunent  to  your  country — and  as  a  zealous  Instructor  of  those 
wbo  are  deatined  to  promote  its  best  interests ;  and  that  you  may  enjoy,  with- 
out interruption,  the  [^aauree  arising  from  a  conaciouanesa  of  the  esteem  and 
■pprofaatioa  of  tlie  wiae  and  the  pious,  ia  the  sincere  prayer  of. 

Sir, 

Your  much  obliged, 

and  humble  Servant, 

THOUAS  DICK. 
Jta^M.  Arn,  >M-- DmJm, 
jtac  »,  18tT. 
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PREFACE. 


1^  reaBomosB  and  iSuatrationa  eontsined  in  the  fol to wioc  pages  are  iDleoded 
to  direct  the  intelligent  Christian  in  some  of  those  trains  oV  thought  .which  he 
Ought  to  proBecute,  when  loolting  forward  to  tlie  scene  of  liis  future  destination. 
Toe  Author  was  induced  to  engage  in  the  discussion  of  tliis  subject,  from  a' 
(ODiideralion,  that  many  vague  and  erroneous  conceptions  are  still  entertained 
UDong  ChriitiBua  in  regard  to  the  nature  of  heavenly  felicity, and  theempluy- 
KenV  of  the  future  noHd.     In  elucidating  the  train  of  thought  which  is  here 
proset^uled,   he  has  brought   forward,  without  hesitalion,  the  discoveries  ol 
Dtxlem  science,  particularly  those  which  relate  to  the  Hcenerv  of  the  heavens ; 
[    convinced,  that  all  the  tnanifeatationa  of  himself  which  the  Creator  has  per- 
mitted  us  to  contemplale,  are  intended  to  throw  light  on  the  piaii  of  his  moral 
^vemmeiit  in  relation  both  to  our  present  and  our  future  ilestiny.     He  liaa 
cucfiiQj  traded  eveiy  tUng  that  im^t  appear  fike  vague  or  extravagant  ooa 
ieetnre ;  and  he  tnMta  that  Bie  opiniimi  be  has  broached,  and  the  CMidunraia 
ne  baa  oedacediWiUffeDeraUy  be  round  accordant  with  the  aaalogiea  of  Nature 
■ad  the  diclatei  <^  Rerelatkia.    He  ■■  aware,  Uiat  he  haa  many  prejudices  to 
ftieouDter,  aiiaing  from  the  vague  and  indefinite  manner  in  which  such  sub- 
jects have  been  Btherto  treatw,  and  fi^)m  the  want  of  lliose  enpanaive  views 
of  the  Divine  operationB  which  the  professors  of  ChristianiW  should  endeavour 
to  attain  ;  but  he  feels  confident  that  those  who  are  best  qualified  to  appreciate 
Im  aentimentB,  will  treat  vrith  candour  an  attempt  la  elucidate  a  subject  hitherto 
Overtooked,  and  in  which  every  individual  in  tlw  human  race  is  deeply  io- 


WKDOW  any  aiBaenaaon  on  iiw  eviaencea  oi  a  luiure  aieie  as  oeaucec 
Eobtof  nature — taldog  the  immortali^  of  man  for  granted  on  the  au 
Kvetatioa.  But,  on  aecaad  thought,  it  was  judged  expedient,  fhr  tl 
geuenX  readers^  to  exhibit  ■  cond^iaed  view  of  ummc  argumenta  wl 


it  was  originally  intended  to  publish  what  is  contained  in  Parts  II.  and  III. 
without  any  diasertation  on  the  evidencea  of  a  future  state  as  deduced  from  the 
■  _..  .r-  -.. —    ..!.■ !._  ! 1, ,. !■_ ._j  __  .1^  authority  of 

hr  the  sake  of 

„ , _.  B  argumenta  which  even 

te  light  of  reason  can  produce  in  ftvmir  of  the  immortality  of  mani  In  thia 
dmrtment  of  the  volume,  the  Author  haa  brought  fonrard  several  argumeuta 
irtich  he  is  not  aware  have  been  taken  notke  of  by  ethical  writera,  when 
tteatii^  on  thia  aubiecL  He  haa  endeavoured  to  illustrate  these  and  tte  other 
SfgomeoU  here  adduced,  in  minute  detail,  and  in  a  pcqnilar  manner,  ao  ai  to 
belevelto  the  comprehenaiaii  of  every  reader;  and  he  trusts,  that  the  fiwce  ot 
Iba  whole  CMnbined,  will  be  found  to  amount  to  as  U^  a  degree  cf  moral 
dOBoattnlion  aa  can  be  expected  in  idation  (o  olgecti  which  are  not  oogsi 
«ble  bj  the  eye  of  aetne. 


▼i  FttTAOB. 

The  greftter  portkm  of  ivhtt  m  contiuied  in  Ftrt  m.  hanng  been  wriftta 
ld>ove  eight  yean  ago,  aeveral  appmreni  repetitioDS  of  fiicts  alluded  to  in  tb 
preceding  Parts  may  perhaps  be  noticed  by  the  critical  reader;  but,  in  genera 
it  will  be  found,  that  where  the  same  fiicts  are  repeated,  they  are  either  exhtb 
ited  in  a  new  aspect,  or  brought  forward  to  ehicidate  another  subject. 

The  practical  reflectkuis  and  remarks  imbodied  in  the  last  Part  of  this  worli 
will  not,  the  Author  is  persuaded,  be  considered  by  any  of  his  readers,  as  eithe 
unnecessary,  or  unappropriate  to  the  subjects  treated  of  in  the  precedinj^  part 
of  this  volume.  It  is  of  the  utmost  importance  that  every  individual  be  con 
vinced,  that  he  cannot  be  supposed  a  candidate  for  a  blessed  immortality,  unlea 
the  train  of  his  affections,  and  the  general  tenor  of  his  conduct,  in  some  meaa 
ure  correspond  to  the  tempers  snd  dispositions,  and  the  moral  purity  whici 
prevail  in  the  heavenly  state. 

The  &vourable  reception  which  the  public  have  given  to  the  volumes  he  ha 
formerly  pubUshed,  inouces  the  Author  to  indulge  the  hope,  that  the  preset] 
vohime  may  not  be  altoffetlier  unworthy  of  their  attention.  That  U  may  ten 
to  convince  the  skeptical  of  the  reali^  of  an  immortal  existence — to  expan* 
the  believer^  conceptions  of  the  attributes  of  the  Divinity,  and  the  glory  t 
^  that  inheritance  \idiich  is  reserved  in  heaven"  for  the  faithful — and  to  excit 
in  the  mind  of  every  reader  an  ardent  desire  to  cultivate  those  dispositions  an 
virtues  which  will  prepare  him  for  the  enjoyment  of  celestial  Uiss— is  th 
Author's  most  sincere  and  ardent  wish,  as  it  was  the  great  object  he  had  1 
view  when  engaged  in  its  composition. 


CONTENTS. 


nrraoDucnoN. 

ADM  «r  d»  qOMlian  irineh  nUtM  to  tlw  mfitr  of  a  Vnton  Wi^ — IbSv 
ki  laAfltawiM  wfakb  pnrdam  nl«&»  to  thk  point        -       -       ■       .    11 


CHAPTER  I. 

OOFS  07  A  FOTCBB  BTATI  FROM  THE  UQHT  OF  NATURE.      13 

ACTION  L 

vai*(n»]  iM&f  irtncb  tlu  doctrine  <£  ImmoK&litr  hM  obtuoad  in  •!! 
IS 

SECTION  n. 


SECTION  IV. 
paipabMl  pnpMi  oT  tbo  a^bd  tewBidi  Ptift«tei> 


SECTION  V. 

iBllwiinliimUdRaiieBofYiBwwIiiehiicipenadtodwIiDinanboiiLliM  tiiKWfb 
oatlluiinineiuity^tpw«uiddnntion       ....■.-! 


SECTION  TL 
OntliBMiinlPoirenofmui  •        -        - * 

SECTION  vn. 

On  the  tpprehanMoni  and  fbiebodiiigi  of  the  tnbd  when  undet  the  bflusnca  of 


SECTION  vm. 

OnlbediBorderedBtateof  the  Mora]  World,  whea  contrasted  with  the  legolu  uid 
31  of  ItiB  Mateiitl    -....--- 


SECTION  VS. 

On  the  equal  diitnbulion  of  Bewmida  and  Pimishinenti  in  the  preteot  tt«te  • 

SECTION  X. 
On  the  absurdity  of  mppomng  that  the  Thinking  Pnndple  in  manwiUVTBtbt 


SECTION  aa. 

On  the  gloomy  conndenlioni  and  abraid  conaequencea  inTolred  in  the  Denial  of 
a  Future  State     -        -        ...        -        -        .        .        -        -        .        -< 


CHAPTER  U. 

PROOFS  OF  A  FUTURE  STATE  FROM  DIVINE  REVELATION.        ■ 

Flactieal  ioflnenM  which  the  doctrine  of  a  Future  Stats  ought  to  hav«  upon  am 
AJectiaiui  and  Conduct        .....----.    I 


CKIJNTJUIT&  IX 

PART  n. 

ON  THE  CONNEXION  OF  SCIENCE  WITH  A  FUTURE  STATE.  60 

Object  of  Scientific  Investi^tion      .........61 

Ot^ectt  on  which  the  facultiefl  of  celestial  intelligences  will  be  employed          -  6S 
Ezteotof  the  general  conflagration   -        -        -        -*.        -        .        .        .63 

Sdeoces  which  will  be  prosecuted  in  a  future  state          .....  68 

Antfametic,  its  objects  —  utility  of  numbers  and  their  combinations  —  illustrattons 

fiom  Scripture  .        -        .-        .        .        -        .        ...        .        -  68 

MathematiGal  sciences,  their  utility  —  angels  recosoise  the  principles  of  these  sd. 

ences  —  the  Creator  has  laid  the  foundation  of  these  sciences  in  his  works     .  70 

Agronomy,  its  objects  —  presents  an  immense  field  of  contemplation          -        -  71 

Natural  Philosophy,-- its  obieets  and -discoreries   ......  74 

Anatomy  and  rhysidogy,  their  objects — wonders  of  the  human  frame — lesor. 

iection.body,  &c       ---.-.-...  76 
Histoiy  —  contains  a  moofdof  tiie  ways  of  Proyidence — our  ignorance  of  many 

important  fiicts  in  faisUNry — histoiy  of  angels  and  other  intelligences    .       .,  77 


PART  m. 

ON  THE  AIDS  WHICH  THE  DISCOVERIES  OF  SCIENCE  AFFORD 
FOR'  EKABLING  us  TO  FORM  A  CONCEPTION  OF  THE  PERPET- 
UAL IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  CELESTIAL  INHABITANTS  IN 
KNOWLEDGE  AND  FELICTTT. 8t 

Vagus  and  distorted  Conceptions  in  regard  to  the  Employments  of  Heayen      -       84 


PART  IV. 

ON  THE  MORAL  QUALIFICATIONS  REaUISITE  TO  THE  ENJOTBIENT 
OF  THE  FELICITY  OP  THE  FUTURE  WORLD. 109 

EnmplesofDeprayity — Buonaparte      .----.-.ISl 

Lord  Byron        .....-....••        122 

JBzampfe  (rom  Cochrane's  Trayels  ........    123 

Ifisery  resulting  from  the  association  of  malignant  chaiacters        -       .        188,  183 
QsMnloondnsum  - 184 


ATPBHBIX. 

Jnr»  StwpimiHiL<6ttB'  to  LwdllyiiMi   •••••••• 

Ejb    latdAaf^B  i^y— lui    bit  ■withriwiti  in  rafisnnoe  to  nlig|oii  and 
ettnity    -----  .-•••«• 

Baonapaitd's  opianQ  of  the  monli^  of  the  Nonr  Tortmnnfi  Iw.  - 


THE 


PHILOSOPHY 


OF  A 


FUTURE    STATE. 


PART  I. 

PROOFS  OP  A  FUTURE  STATE. 


INTRODUCTION. 


itdiet  cootamad  in  Parts  II.  and  III.  few  fleetinf  jean,  nan  appean  an  caifna,  aa 

ark,  iMing  cliioflj  intended  to  iOustrata  iaeiplioable  phenomenon  in  tbe  univene,  hunui 

txion  of  icienoe  with  tbe  icenes  of  a  life  a  mystery,  tbe  world  a  toene  of  oonfosioB^' 

rid,  and  the  aids  which  its  discoveries  virtue  a  mere  phantom,  theCreator  acapricioas 

'  enabling  us  to  ferm  some  conception  being,  and  his  plans  and  arrangements  an  ioai- 

fdmal  imprmatmtnt  of  its  inhabitants  triaSde  maxe. 

dge  and  felicity— I  shall  endeavour,  in  There  ii  too  much  reason  to  believe,  that  tha 

Part,  to  e'xhibit  a  condensed  view.oC  indifference  to  reKgioa  which  so  generally  pra-' 

boso  evidtnuM  which  prove  the  inunor-  vails,  especially  among  those  who  are  raised  a 

he  soul,  and  the  eternal  destination  of  little  above  the  vulgar  throng,  and  the  unhallowed 

propensities  and  vicious  practices  to  which  it 

i  an  inquiry  far  more  interesting  and  gives  rise    are  owing,  in  a  considerable  degree, 

,  to  every  individual  of  nunkind,  than  to  the  want  of  a  fiiU  emtxidAon  of  the  reality  of 

which  comes  within  the  range  of  tho  a  future  ezistooce,  or  to  some  drndnU  which  hover 

nd.     Next  to  the  being  of  a  God,  tbe  about  the  mind,  in  relation  to  this  important 

f  the  ioimortality  of  man  lies  at  the  point.     There  is  no  man,  however  insensible  to 

I  of  all  religion,  and  of  all  the  animal-  the  obligations  of  religion,  that  can  fully  satisfy 

ectx  which  can  cheer  us  in  ibis  land  of  his  own  mind,  or  the  minds  of  others,  that  the 

nagc.     Remove  from  the  mind  the  be-  idea  of  a  future  worid  is  a  mere  chimera.     On 

uturti  existence,  and  the  hope  of  im-  the  contrary,  tbe  possibility,  and  even  the  pro- 

aod  religion  becomes  a  shadow,  life  a  babtliiy,  of  tbe  truih  of  man's  eternal  destiny, 

td  the  approach  of  death  a  scene  of  will,  at  certain  seasons,  feroe  themselves  upon 

md  despair.    Upon  this  short  question,  the  minds  even  of  the  most  careless  and  profiuM. 

immortal,  or  U  he  noC?"  depends  all  Yet,  it  is  amazing  to  consider,  with  what  ease  and 

uable  in  science,  in  morals,  and  in  the-  indifference  multitudes  of  this  description  can 

I  all  that  is  most  interesting  to  man  glide  down  t|ie  stream  of  time,  under  tbe  awfid 

I  being,  and  as  a  rational  and  account-  uncertainty  whether  it  will  land  them  in  tba 

igence.     If  he  is  destined  to  an  eternal  shades  of  annihilation,  the  realms  of  bUss,  or  tiie 

an  immense  importance  must  attach  regions  of  endless  wo.—"  Between  us  and  these 

present  affections,  actions,  and  pur-  three  periods  or  states,*' says  a  celebrated  French 

it  must  be  a  matter  of  infinite  moment,  writer,  *'  no  barrier  is  interposed  but  life,  tbe 

be  directed  in  such  a  channel,  as  wiU  most  brittle  thing  in  all  nature ;  and  the  happi- 

Ty  him  forward,  in  safety,  to  the  feli-  ness  of  heaven  l^ing  certainly  not  designed  fer 

future  world.    But  if  his  whole  ex-  those  who  doubt  whether  they  have  an  immort^ 

firi!viii«'iiibH  within  the  circle  of  a  part  to  enjoy  it,  such  psnons  have  nothing  left, 
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but  the  miserable  chance  of  annihilation,  or  of  look  forward  to  the  immeasurable  extent,  ai 

hell.     There  is  not  any  reflection  which  can  have  the  unfathomable  depths  of  eternity  to  come,- 

more  reality  than  thin,  as  there  is  none  which  when  we  behold  7^e,  and  all  its  circling  year 

has  greater  terror.     Let  us  set  the  bravest  face  appearing  only  like  a  point  on  the  surface 

on  our  condition,  and  play  the  heroes  as  artfblly  that  vast  and  boundless  ocean ;  when  we  consid 

as  we  can,  yet  see  here  the  issue  which  attends  the  immense  spaces  of  the  universe  with  whit 

the  goodliest  life  upon  earth !    It  is  in  vain  for  we  are  surrounded,  and  the  innumerable  worli 

men  to  turn  aside  their  thoughts  from  this  eternity  which  lie  dispersed  in  every  direction  througbo 

which  awaits  them,  as  if  they  were  able  to  de-  the  immeasurable  tracts  of  creation  ;  when  i 

■troy  it,  by  denying  it  a  place  in  their  imagina-  consider,  that  our  existence,  as  thinking  beiD| 

tion.     It  subsists  in  tpite  of  them;  it  advances  may  run  parallel  with  interminable  ages;  m 

unobserved  ;  and  death,  which  is  to  draw  the  that,  in  the  revolutions  of  eternity,  we  may  ex: 

curtain  from  it,  will,  in  a  short  time,  infallibly  in  regions  of  space  immeasurably  distant  frc 

reduce  tbem  to  the  dreadful  necessity  of  being  our  present  habitatioDi  associate  with  other  c 

for  ever  nothing,  or  for  ever  miserable."  ders  of  intelligent  beings,  and  pass  through  m 

To  treat  a  subject,  so  interesting  and  momen*  scenes  and   changes  in   distant  worUs,— u 

toos,   witli  levity  or  indiflfereoce— to  exert  all  when  we  consider  that  our  relation  to  tinae  m 

the  energies  of  the  soul  in  the  pursuit  of  objects,  be  dissolved,  and  our  connexion  with  eterw 

which  a  few  years  at  nsost  will  snatch  for  ever  commouce,  within  the  space  of  a  few  moDths 

from  their   embrace, — and  never  to  spend  one  years,  or  even  before  the  sun  shall  have  deeci  ib 

•erious  hour  in  reflecting  on  what  may  possibly  another  circuit  around  the  eartb— no  inqui 

■uoceed  the  present  scene  of  existence,  or  in  can  appear  so  momentous  and  interesting,  i 

endeavouring  to  &id  some  light,  to  dear  up  the  that  which  leads  to  the  determination  of  e 

doubts  that  may  hang  over  this-  important  in-  future  and  eternal  destiny,  and  of  those  redliti 

<|uiry,  and  to  treat  with  derision  and  soom  those  which  await  us  beyond  the  tomb.     To  reon 

who  would  direct  them  in  this  serious  inveetiga-  insensible  to  the  importance  of  such  an  inqoir 

tion— b  not  only  foolish  and  preposterous,  but  and  unafiected  at  the  prospect  of  the  resolt 

the  height  of  infatuation  and  of  madness.    It  is  which  it  may  lead, — while  we  are  feelingly  aii 

contrary  to  every  principle  on  which  reasonable  to  all  the  paltry  conoenw  and  little  ills  of  life/ 

men  act,  in  relation  to  lihe  afiairs  of  the  present  would  argue  the  most  unaccountable  stupidic 

world.    To  retain  the  profits  of  a  lucrative  buai-  inconsistency,  and  infatuation. 

ness,  or  to  prevent  the  loss  of  fortune,  or  of  The  man  whose  heart  pants  after  substaBli 

honour,  a  man  will  sometimes  strain  every  nerve,  knowledge  and  felicity,  whose  aflTections  cent 

ttretdi  ev«7  faculty,  deprive  himself  of  sleep,  on  the  Author  of  his  existence,  and  who  deli^ 

submit  to  numerous   privations,  encounter  the  to  contemplate  his  character  and   perfectioi 

raging  elements,  and  brave  the  dangers  of  the  will  enter  with  pleasure  on  every  investigatao 

ocean.    Nay,  he  will  often  be  overwhelmed  with  which  has  a  tendency  to  throw  a  light  on  ti 

despondency  at  the  slightest  inconveniencies,  scene  of  his  future  dc»tination.     He  will  weig 

and  will  pass  whole  weeks  and  months  in  sul-  with  impartiality,  every  consideration,  and  w 

lenness  and  chagrin,  for  an  imaginary  aflfront,  or  seize,  with  delight,  upon  ev^  argument,  1 

for  the  loss  of  a  few  pounds,  while,  at  the  same  which  a  full  conviction  of  his  immortal  death 

time,  he  remains  perfectly  indifferent,  and  with-  may  be  indelibly  riveted  upon  his  mind ;  and  I 

out  the  least  emotion,  in  regard  to  the  unknown  will  endeavour  to  cheer  his  soul  amidst  the  so 

scenes  of  the  eternal  world,  and  the  danger  of  rows  of  mortality,  with  the  consideration,  th 

endless  misery  to  which  he  is  exposed.    Such  a  "  when  the  earthly  house  of  his  tabernade 

conduct,  and  such  dispositions,  which  are  too  dissolved,  he  has  a  building  of  God,  an  bouse  n 

frequently  realized  in  the  case  of  thousands  who  made  with  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.** 
occasionally  mingle  in  our  religious  assemblies, 

are  obviously  inconsistent  with  the  dictates  of  In  illustrating  the  evidences  of  a  future  stal 

prudence  and  of  common  sense,  and  with  every  I  shall,  in  the  ^rtt  pAiee,  state  some  of  tho 

thing  that  ought  to  dtaracterize  a  rational  and  proofr  which  reason,  or  the  light  of  nature,  ft 

an  accountable  creature.  nishes,  of  man's  eternal  destination — and,  i 

When  we  look  back  into  the  inexplorable  abyss  condfyf  those  which  are  derived  'from  the  iystf 

of  that  eternity  which  is  already  past,  when  we  of  revelation. 
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TBOOiFB  or  A  FUTURE  STATE  FROM  THE  UGBTT  OF  NATURE. 

mem  of  a  fiitore  itate  which  the  light  moat  every  other  ancient  natioa  and  tribe  who« 

iflbrda,  thoai^  not  eo  dear  and  de-  records  hkfe  reached  our  tiaaee.    The  noticoa. 

thoaa  which  are  derived  from  divine  iadaed,  which  niaay  of  them  entertained  of  the 

are  worthy  of  the  Mfiooe  oooaidera-  ecenee  of  Aiturily  were  very  ofaeeure  and  imper- 

wj  one  in  whoae  mind  tha  least  doubt  fisct ;  but  they  all  emhraoed  the  idea,  that  death 

I  this  important  eahie^    The  con-  is  not  the  deetnictioo  of  tbo  rational  soot,  bat 

J  are  ealeolated  to  prodoce,  when  only  its  intrsdaction  to  a  naw  and  unknown  state 

weighed,  is  sufficient  to  leave  every  of  existence.    The  ancient  jScythians  believed 

«  annse  who  trifles  with  the  concerns  that  death  was  only  a  change  of  habitation ;  and 

m  destiny,  and  ovnrlooks  his  relation  the  Magian  sect,  which  prevailed  in  Babylonia, 

nal  world.    Though  the  Deity  is  in-  Media,  Assyria,  and  Psnia,  admitted  the  doo- 

Borlal  eyes,  yet  his  ezistenee  and  per-  trine  of  eternal  rewards  and  punishments.    The 

I  dearly  demonstrated  by  his  visible  doctriaes  taught  by  the  second  Zoroaster,  who 

and  he  has  not  left  himaelf  without  a  lived  in  the  time  of  Darius,  were,  **  that  ihers 

hia  beneficence,  in  any  age,  "  in  his  ia  one  Supreme  Being,  independent  and  setf«i- 

t  firom  heaven,  and  fruitful  seasons,  istent  from  all  eteniity ;  that  under  him  thfra  hia 

oar  hearts  with  food  and  gladness."  two  angels,  one  the  angel  of  light,  who  ii  tha 

mer,  tlMMigh  the  realities  of  a  future  anther  of  all  good ;  and  the  other  .the  angel  of 

wC  prsssntad  directly  to  the  eye  of  darkaeaa,  who  ia  the  anther  of  all  evil:  that  they 

Iw  fiwulties  with  which  man  is  en-  are  in  a  perpetnal  straggle  with  eanh  other ;  that 

BO  properly  exercised  on  alt  the  phy-  where  the  angel  of  Kgbt  prevaUs,  there  good 

nond  scenes  which  the  universe  die-  reigns ;  and  that  where  the  angel  of  darlmess 

nficient  to  evince  the  hig^  degree  of  prevails,  there  evil  takea  place;  that  this  strag- 

,  if  not  absolote  cenaitty,  that  bis  gle  shall  eontinue  to  the  end  of  the  world :  that 

nd  his  sphere  of  action  are  not  con-  then  there  shaD  be  a  general  resurrection  and  a 

I  narrow  limits  of  the  preeent  world,  day  of  judgment,  wherein  all  shall  receive  a  jost 

relation  to  a  fiiture  and  an  immortal  retribution,  according  to  their  works.    Aifker 

-In  ilhistrating   this  topic,  I  shall  which,  the  aaeel  of  darkness  and  his  disciplea 

x>nsideration  of  several  of  those  meta-  shall  go  into  a  world  of  their  own,  where  they 

guments  whidi  have  been  adduced  by  shall  suffer,  in  everlasting  darimess,  the  punish- 

1  and  divines,  founded  on  the  imma-  mont  of  their  evil  deeds ;  and  the  angel  of  light 

the  human  soul,  and  confine  myself  and  his  disoiples  shall  also  go  into  a  worid  of 

those  popular  considerations,  which  their  own,  where  they  shall  receive,  in  everlasi- 

r>  every  capacity,  and,  perhaps,  more  ing  light,  the  reward  due  to  their  good  deeds; 

than  the  subtle  and  refined  disquisi-  that  si\er  this  they  shall  remain  separated  for 

>taphysical  miads.  ever,  and  light  and  darknem  be  no  more  mixed 

to  all  eternity."*    The  remains  of  this  ssct, 

I  which  are  scaUered  over  Persia  and  India,  still 

SECTION  I.  h^jld  th^  ,„„^  doctrinee,  without  any  variatum, 

even  at  this  d^v. 

anVERSAL     BKLICr    WHICH    THE  "''""■»"•" '**/•       .     .  _,   ^      _,          ^              .      . 

TE  OF  IMMOBTALIT  V  H  AB  OBTAINED  ^  ^'  "  '' kI        7'  ^"^^^^  Soam*^'  ^?^ 

j^Q^g^  Greek  philoeophers,  held  the  doctrine  of  the 

soul's  imroertality.    In  his  admirable  dialogoe, 

a  presumptive  proof  t^  the  imnwr-  «niitled,  "  The  Phasdoo,"  Plato  repreeents  So- 

lan,  that  this  doctrine  has  obtained  crates,  a  little  before  his  death,  encompassed  with 

elief  among  all  nations,  and  in  every  »  circle  of  philoeophers,  and  discoursing  with 

ime.  them  on  the  arguments  whidi  prove  the  eternal 

>  thinking  principle  in  man  is  of  an  destiny  of  man.    *•  When  tho  dead,"  says  he, 

ature,  was  believed  by  the  ancient  "  »«  arrived  at  the  rendezvous  of  departed  souls, 

the  Persians,  the  Phenicians,  the  whither  their  angel  eonducu  them,  they  are  all 

the  Celts,  the  Druids,  the  Assyrians,  judged.    Those  who  liave  passed  their  lives  in  a 

isest  and  the  most  celebrated  charac-  manner  neither  entirely  criminal,  nor  abeohitely 

the  Greeks  and  Romans,  and  by  al-  •  roUIm'  Ancient  Hlstoir,  voL  IL 
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innocent,  are  sent  into  a  place  where  they  guffer  Their  notions  of  future  puni^mcnt  are  set  ftrtft 

pains  proportioned  to  their  fauhs,   till,  being  in  the  desctiptions  they  giTH  of  Xcton,  who  wa» 

purged  and  cloansed  of  their  guilt,  and  af^er-  (astened  to  a  wheel,  and  whirled  about  contiiMi- 

wards  restored  to  liberty,  they  receive  the  reward  ally  with  a  swift  and  rapid  notion— of  DantaiUf 

of  the  good  actions  they  have  done  in  the  body,  who,  for  the  loathsome  banquet  he  made  for  the 

Those  who  are  judged  to  bo  incurable,  on  ac-  gods,  was  set  in  water  up  to  the  chin,  with  applet 

count  of  the  greatness  of  their  crimes,  the  fatal  hanging  to  his  very  lips,  yet  had  no  power  eilhrr 

destiny  that  passes  Judgment  upon  them,  hurls  tu  stoop  to  the  one  to  quench  his  raging  thirat,  or 

them  into  Tartarus,  froai  whence  they  never  de-  to  read)  tu  the  other  to  satitiy  his  firaviag  appetito 

part.     Those  who  are  (bund  guilty  of  criroes,  — of  the  >^  dov^Aiers  o^  i)aiiaMf ,  who,  ior  the 

great  indeed,  but  worthy  of  pardon,  who  have  barbarous  matnacre  of  their  husbands  in  one 

committed  violences,  in  the  transports  of  rage,  night,  were  condemned  in  hell  to  fill  a  barrel  fall 

against  their  &ther  or  mother,  or  have  kil^  of  holet'with  water,  which  ran  out  again  at  Cut 

■ome  one  in  a  like  emotion,  and  afterwards  re-  as  it  Was  filSed— «f  Sinypkut,  who,  fijr  hk  rob> 

pented— suffer  the  same  punishment  with  the  last,  beries,  was  set  to  roll  a  great  stone  up  a  steep 

but  for  a  time  only,  till  by  prayers  and  supplies-  hill,  which,  when  it  was  just  at  the  top,  suddenly 

tionS)  they  have  obtained  fMudoo  from  those  they  fell  down  again,  and  so  renewed  his  labour    and 

have  injured.  But  those  who  have  passed  through  of  ^/yus^  who  was  adjudged  to  have  a  vultors 

life  with  peculiar  sanctity  of  manners,  are  re-  to  feed  upon  his  liver  and  entrails,  whidi  iCiB 

eeived  on  high  into  a  pure  region,  where  they  grew  and  increased  as  they  were  devowed.— 

live  without  their  bodies  to  all  eternity,  in  a  Their  notions  of  future  happiness  are  ilnbodasd 

series  of  joys  and  delights  which  cannot  be  de-  in  the  descriptions  they  have  given  of  the  Hss- 

scribed."    From  such  considerations,  Socrates  perian  gardens,  and  the  Elysian  fiekls,  where  te 

eoocludes,  "  if  the  soul  be  immortal,  it  requires  souls  of  the  virtuous  rest  secure  from  every  daa- 

lo  be  cultivated  with  attention,  nt)t  only  for  what  ger,  and  enjoy  perpetual  and  unintwrupted  hUss. 

we  call  the  time  of  life,  but  for  that  which  is  to  And  as  the  nations  of  antiquity  reeofnised' 

Mlow,  I  mean  eternity  ;  and  the  least  neglect  in  the  doctrine  of  a  future  slate  of  ezialcnoe,  so 

this  point  aaay  be  attraded  with  «idless  coose-  there  is  scarcely  a  nation  or  tribe  of  mmaiaaip 

quenoes.    If  death-  were  the  final  dissolufion  of  presently  existing,  however  barbarous  and  mi- 

being,  the  wicked  woukl  be  great  gainers  by  it,  tored,  in  whidi  Uie  same  opinion  does  not  pre- 

by  being  delivered  at  once  from  their  bodies,  their  vail.    The  natives  of  the  Society  Idu  believe, 

souls,  ud  their  vices ;  but  as  the  soul  is  immor-  that  after  death,  there  is  not  only  a  state  of  oa»> 

tal,  it  has  no  other  means  of  being  freed  from  its  scious  existence,  but  degrees  of  eminence  and 

evils,  nor  any  safety  for  it,  but  in  becoming  very  felicity,  according  as  men  have  been  OMre  or 

good  and  very  wise  ;  for  it  carries  nothing  with  less  pleasing  to  the  £!atora,  or  Deity,  while  IM» 

it,  but  its  good  or  bad  deeds,  its  virtues  and  vices,  earth.    The  chieb  of  the  jFVtendl^  Idanda  h^ 

which  are  commonly  the  consequences  of  the  lieve  in  the  immortality  c^  their  soul,  vdiidb,  at 

education  it  has  received,  and  the  causes  of  eter-  death,  they  say  is   immediately  conveyed  id  a 

nal  happiness  or  misery."    Having  held  such  ftist-sailiog  canoe,  to  a  distant  eoontry,  caHsd 

discourses  with  his  friends,  he  kept  silent  for  Doobludha,  which  they  describe  as  resembling 

some  time,  and  then  drank  off  the  whole  of  the  the  Mahometan  paradise, — that  those  vrbo  are 

poisonous  draught  which  had  been  put  into  his  conveyed  thither  are  no  more  subject  to  death, 

band,  with  amazing  tranquillity,  and  an  inex-  but  feast  on  all  the  favourite  productioas  of  tJieir 

pressible  serenity  of  aspect,  as  one  who  was  native  soil,  with  which  this  blissful  abode  is 

about  to  exchange  a  short  and  wretched  life,  for  plentif^illy  furnished.     The    New    Zeakmdtn 

a  blessed  and  eternal  existence.  j>elieve,  that  the  third  day  after  the  intermeiUof 

The  descriptions  and  allusions,  contained  in  a  man,  the  heart  separates  itself  from  the  corpse, 

the  writings  of  the  ancient  poets,  are  a  convin-  and  that  ^is  separation  is  annoimoed  by  a  ge> 

eing  proof,  that  the  notion  of  the  soul's  immortal-  neral  breeze  of  wind,  which  gives  wamin|  of 

ity  was  a  universal  opinion  in- the  times  in  which  its  approach,  by  an  inferior  divinity  that  hoven- 

they  wrote,  and  among  the  nations  to  whom  their  over  the  grave,  and  who  carries  it  to  the  doodb. 

writings  were  addressed.    Homer's  account  of  They  believe  that  the  soul  of  the  man  wboss 

the  descent  of  Ulysses  into  bell,  and  his  deserip-  flesh  is  devoured  by  the  enemy,  is  doomed  to  ft- 

tion  of  Minos  in  the  shades  below,  distributing  perpetual  fire,  while  the  soul  of  the  man 

justice  to  the  dead  assembled  in  troops  around  body  has  been  rescued  from  those  that 

his  tribunal,  and  pronouncing  irrevocable  judg-  him,  and  the  sonls  of  all  who  die  a  natural 

meuts,  which  decide  their  everlasting  fate,  de-  ascend  to  the  habitations  of  the  gods,     llie ! 

monslrate,  that  they  entertained  the  belief,  that  habitants  of  the  Peleio  Idand$y  aocording  to  I 

virtues  are  rewarded,  and  that  crimes  are  pun-  account  of  Captain  Wilson,  although  thej  hi 

ished,  in  another  state  of  existence.    The  poems  few  religious  rites  and  ceremonies,  bsKers  Im 

of  Ovid  and  Virgil  contain  a  variety  of  deserip-  one  Supreme  Being,  and  in  a  future  stale  if 

tionsy  ia  which  the  same  opiaioiii  are  involved,  rewards  and  pmushaients.    In  the  rriigiM  irf 
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dM  Kabmmc  Tartan^  tke  doctrine  of  ft  future  entertain  the  same  belief;  and  benoe,  it  it  a 

tfate  holds  a  oonspicvooa  place.     Tliey  beiiwe  cuinnioo  practice  with  the  aovereign  of  thai 

Ikat  hell  n  situated  ia  the  middle  region,  be-  couuiry,  to  send  an  accoutit  to  his  furefalhers  of 

twevn  heaveD  and  earth,  and  their  devils  arc  r^  any  reiourkable  uvent,  bjr  delivering  a  ineM«);e 

frewoled  with  all  sorts  of  frightful  iorma.  of  a  to  whoever  nmy  hiiftpen  to  be  near  him  at  the 

Mack  and  hideous  aspect,  with  the  heads  of  {MMtn,  time,  and  titeu  ordering  his  head  to  be  chopped 

lioBs,  and  unicorns.      Their  holy  luni:-.8,  who  otriiiHnediaicly,  that  he  may  aerve  as  a  courier, 

Itare  (Stained  a  vidory  over  all  their  pufsitms,  to  convey  iiitvlkijitriice  in  the  world  of  spirits.* 

are  stippoMid  to  pats  immediately  into  hcareii,         The  Persians  are  said  to  leave  one  part  of  tlieir 

nhete   ibey   enjoy  perfect  rest,   and    cxLivi^e  (p-avcs  upi-n,  from  a  belief  that  the  dead  will  bie 

IhemMilves  to  divine  service.    The  Samuiedimna  reanimated,  and  vi«iied  by  angels,  who  will  ftp- 

of  NortfacTB  Tartary  believe,  that  theri*  is  otte  |iomt  iliem  to  iheira|)propriateabodesina  future 

Soprrme  Being,  that  be  is  our  aU'Borciful  and  state.    Fruoi  a  similar  belief,  thousands  of  Hin- 

eommoa  Parent,  and  that  he  wilUrwrard  with  a  doo  widows  annually  sacrifice  themselves  on  the 

happy  state  bereafior,  those  who  live  virtuously  fiinerai  piles  of  their  deceased  husbands,  in  the 

b  diis  ivoiU.    The  B'trmaau  believe  in  the  Iwpe  of  enjoying  with  them  the  felicities  of  eter^ 

tammiKratkin  of  souls,  after  which,  they  main*  nal  life.— 1  he  JaiMineM  believe,  that  the  souls 

Ian,  that  thtf  radically  bad  will  be  seaientMrd  to  of  men  and  beasts  are  alike  immortal ;  tltat  a 

IftiUng  punisbraeni,  while  the  good  will  enjoy  just  distributir»n  of  rewards  and  punishments 

•lanal  happiness  oo  a  mountain  called  Mcru.  takes  pla(»  after  death  ;  that  there  are  different 

The  various  tribes  which  inliahii  the  continent  degrees  of  happiness,  as  well  as  of  pimishment, 

fif  Airicn,  in  so  6ir  as  we  aro  acquamted  with  and  tliat  the  vouls  of  the  wicked  transmigrate, 

Asir  re]if  ious  opinions,  appear  to  recognise  tlw  after  death,  inio  the  bodies  of  snimals,  and  at 

tetrine  of  a  future  slate.    **  I  was  lately  dis-  hut,  in  cas«  of  amendment,  are  translated  back 

CHTsinf  on  this  snl^eci,"  saya  Mr.  Addisun,  in  again  into  the  human  form.f    From  a  conviciion 

«•  of  his  Speetatoffs,  *<  with  a  learned  person,  of  the  reality  of  a  future  world,  the  Wahabee 

who  has  been  very  much  conversant  among  the  Arabs  regard  it  as  impious  to  mourn  for  the 

Uabitants  of  the  most  western  parts  of  Africa,  dead,  who,  tliey  say,  are  enjoying  felicity  wiili 

Cpon  bis  conversing  with  several  in  that  coun-  Mahomet  in  paradise ;  and  tiie  Javanese  malto 

3\  he  tsUs  me,  that  their  notions  (^  heaven  or  several  feasts,  on  the  decease  of  their  friends  and 

a  firtura  slate  of  happiness,  is  this— that  every  relations,  to  commemorate  their  entrance  into  a 

Aias  vre  there  wish  lur  will  inunediately  present  worU  of  bliss. — The  North  American  Indians 

ktm  to  ns.    We  find,  say  they,  that  our  souls  believe  that,  beyond  the  most  distant  mountains 

•re  of  audi  a  nature  that  they  require  variety,  of  their  country,  tliere  is  a  wide  river;  beyond 

aod  are  not  ca|>able  of  being  always  dHighted  that  river  a  great  country;  on  the  other  side  of 

with  ilie  same  objects.     The  Supreme  Being,  tliat  country,  a  world  of  water;  in  that  water 

thcrrfore,  in  compliance  with  this  stale  uf  ha|^  are  a  thousand  islands,  full  of  trees  and  streams 

pine-fs  whicli  he  has  implanted  in  the  soul  of  of  water,  aod  tliat  a  thousand  buffaloes,  and  ten 

nan.  will  raise  up,  from  time  to  time,  say  they,  thouKand  deer,  graze  on  the  hills,  or  ruminate  in 

every  grati6cation  which  it  is  in  tiie  human  na-  the  valleys.     When  they  die,  they  are  persuaded 

tore  to  be  pleased  witli.    If  we  wish  to  be  in  that  the  Great  Spirit  will  conduct  them  to  this 

^rovefl  or  iKJwers,  among  running  streams  or  faJU  land  of  siMils. 

cf  water,  we  shall  immediately  find  oursclvea  in         Thus  it  appears,  that  not  only  the  philosophers 

Ae  midst  of  such  a  scene  as  we  desire.     If  we  of  antiquity,  and  the  most  civilized  nations  pr»> 

«roul<i  he  entertained  with  music,  and  the  melody  sently  exisiinjj  oo   the  globe,  have   recognised 

of  sounds,  the  concert  arises  upon  our  wishf  and  the  diMttrine  of  ihe  immortality  of  man,  but  that 

ihs  whole  region  about  us  is  filled  with  hurinotiy.  even  lh«  mo.«t  savage  and  untutored  tribes  fortify 

la  riiort,  fe^ery  desire  will  be  followed  by  frui-  their  minds  in  the  prospect  of  death,  with  the 

tion;  aitd  whatever  a  man's  inclination  directs  hufie  of  a  happiness  commensurate  to  their  de- 

bim  to,  will  be  present  with  him." — Tiie  Ne-  sires,  in  the  regions  beyond  the  grave. 

STDCS,  and  other  inhabitants  of  the  interior  of 

\t.; ....^«^:...  #«.  *k^  .^^.....nt  »r  1V/I..  Pa-ir  "  E"cn  the  poor  Indian  whose  iintutor'd  mind 

Africa,  according  to  the  account  of  Mr.  Park,        g^^.^  ^^^^  ^.,^,„^,  „^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ,„  ^^  ^,^ 

bslievc  in  one  Supreme  Ruler,  and  expect  here-        Whose  soul  proud  orlence  never  uught  to  stray 


«^  to  enter  into  a  state  of  misery  or  felicity.  }>r  as  the  solar  walk  or  milky  way- 

■m^     r^  u       _*  A  u  .1.       L.  .1 .^:  Jl»  Yet  simple  nature  to  his  hoi>e  has  given 

An  GaUas  rf  Abyssmia,  though  tliey  reject  Belilnd  the  rlondtopi  hill  an  humbler  heaven ; 

$m  doctrine  of  fiilure  punishment,  admit  the  Some  safer  world  in  depth  of  woods  smbiaoed, 

Mallrw  tJt^  fiiture  ■tB.t«      The  Mandintrucs    the  Soxii/t  happier  Island  in  the  watery  waste, 

??47   .  •'»««»«  ■*"*•     * ,"!  J>»"o;ng««8»  »"«  -VVl^ere  slave?  once  more  their  native  tend  beheld, 

JUoffs,  the  Feloope,  the  Foulahs,  the  Moors,  and  j^o  flenda  tonnent,  no  Christians  thirst  for  gold,— 

iD  Ibe  other  tribes  who  have  embraced  the  Ma-  And  thuiks,  admitted  to  >on  c<tual  sky, 

fiOtb,    recognise  die  doctrine  of  the  HI*  faithful  dog  shuU  bear  him  company."-P(^ 


ility  of  the  loul,  and  of  future  rewards  in  .  M'Leotfs  Voyajre  to  Afrtca.  itM.  p.  ei. 

n  okaCial  faiidisa.    Tha  aaUves  of  Dahony  t  Tlranl)si|*sTravals. 
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10           THE  PHILOSOPnY  OF  A  FUTCKE  STATE. 

Among  the  numerous  and  divenified  tribes  hU  understanding  fiH-iified  Rfiaimt  defosiw  mt§ 

Aat  are  scattered  oyer  the  differeiu  regiuos  of  error,     if  it  be  a  sentiment  which  nasorigibdHy 

ihe  earth,  that  agree  in  scarcely  any  other  senti-  impressed  oi»  the  human  soul  by  ihe  hand  of  Hi 

■sent  or  article  of  religious  belief,  we  here  find  Creator,  we  do  violence  to  the  law  of  oar  oatore, 

the  roost  perfect  hannony,  im  their  recogni.iun  of  when  we  disregard  i:s  intimotions,  or  atten^  la 

a  Sufircme  InteUigence,  and  in  their  belief  that  resist  ihe  fbrce  of  iis  evidence.     If  k  ought  to  be 

the  soul  survives  ihs  dissoUition  uf  its  mortal  cunitideredasori^inally  derived  from  RevetadcB, 

frame.    And,  as  Cicero  long  since  observed,  then  it  i«  corrt^iniiive  ofihe  truthof  the 


*'  In  every  thing  the  consent  uf  all  natimn  is  to  Records,  in  which  "  life  and  immortality^ 

be  accounted  the  law  of  nature,  and  to  resist  it,  clearly  exhibited.    And,  if  ii  be  regarded  as  lik** 

ii  to  resist  the  voice  of  God."     For  we  can  wise  one  of  the  deductions  of  natural  reason,  wv 

acarcely  suppose,  in  eonsisiency  with  the  divina  are  left  « ithtiut  excuse,  if  we  altempC  toobscura 

peHectioBS,  that  an  error,  on  a  subject  of  so  its  evidence,  or  to  oveilook  the  important  oonse- 

faat  importance  to  mankind,  should  obtain  tlie  qiiencea  t^hieh  it  involves.— A»  the  cooseat  of  all 

miversal  belief  of  all  nations  and  ages,  and  tl«t  uaiiuns  has  been  generally  considered  as  a  pow* 

God  himself  would  suffer  a  world  of  rational  erful  aignment  fur  the  existence  of 'a  Deity,  so 

beings,  ihroughoat  every  generation,  to  be  car-  tlie  universal  belief  of  mankind  in  the  doctrine  oC 

ried  awsy  by  a  delusion,  and  to  be  tanializad  by  a  future  stale  oU)<htto  be  viewed  as  a  strong  pre- 

a  hope  whidi  has  no  foundation  in  nature,  and  sumption  that  it  is  founded  upon  truth.    The 

which  isoontrary  tothe  plan  of  his  moral  govern-  himnan  mind  is  so  constituted,  that,  when  left  to 

■eot.    It  is  true,  indeed,  that  several  of  tlie  its  native  unbiassed  energies,  it  neceaaariiy  in- 

•pinioiia  to  which  I   have  now  adverted,  and  fers  the  existen:e  of  a  Supreme  Intelligence,  from 

■any  others  which  prevail  among  the  uncivilized  the  existence  c^  matter,  and  the  eoonomy  of  tha 

trSkea  of  mankind,  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  material  world  ;  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  fan* 

diaembodied   spirits,  and  the  ruUure  of  future  man  faculties,  and  the  moral  attributes  uf  God, 

happincas,  are  very  erroneous  and   imperfoct ;  it  is  almost  as  infallibly  led  to  oonehide,  that  a 

hut  they  all  recognise  this  grand  and  important  future  existence  is  neoeasary,  in  order  to  gratify 

truth,  that  death  is  not  the  destruction  of  the  the  boundless  desires  of  the  human  soul,  and  ta 

niioaal  aoul,  and  that  man  is  destined  to  an  ina-  vindicate  the  wisdom  and  rectitude  of  the  OMnml 

■MNltl  aitalaaee.    Their  erroneous  conceptions  Governor  of  the  world.    These  twogrand  trtitht, 

ia  raspaot  to  the  rewards  and  punishments  of  which  constitute  the  foundatif»n  of  all  reKgioB, 

the  future  workl  may  be  easily  account*  d  far,  and  of  every  thuig  that  is  interesting  to  nan  at 

frga  •  aooaideration  of  the  imperfect  concep-  an  intelligent  agent,  are  interwoven  with  the  the* 

tiom  thay  have  formed  of  the  Divine  Being,  ological  creed  of  all  nations;  and,  in  ahnost  every 

and  of  tiie  principles  of  his  moral  government ;  instaiKe,  where  the  one  is  called  in  question,  rtkv 

fron  thair  ignoranee  of  ihosn  leading  principles  other  is  tindermined  or  denied :  so  that  the  doa>. 

aad  moral  lawa,  by  which  the  Almighty  regulates  trine  of  ihe  immortality  of  man  may  be'cuoai* 

die  intelligeot  universe ;  from  the  false  ideas  they  dercd  as  restin<;  <»  the  same  foundation  as  the 

have  been  led  to  entertain  respecting  the  nature  existence  of  a  Supreme  Intelligence. 
^  sttbatantial  happiness ;   from  ibe  cruel  and         It  must  indeed  be  admitted,  that  indiridQali 

■baurd  practices  connected  with  the  system  of  have  appeared  in  every  age,  who  have  ewiravoor* 

pagan  superstition;  from  the  intellectual  dark-  ed  to  call  in  question,  or  to  deny,  this  fimdameB> 

aass  which  has  brooded  over  the  human  race  tal  truth.    But  this  circumstance  forms  no  valid 

aver  since  the  fall  of  man  ;  and  from  the  univer-  ol^ectinn  to  the  force  of  the  argnment  to  vrhich  1 

aal  prevalence  of  those  depraved  dispositions  havf  now  adverted.     For  the  number  of  such 

and  affections,  which  characterize  the  untutored  persons  has  been  extremely  small,  virhen  oonpar* 

tribes  on  whom  the  light  of  revelation  has  iMver  ed  with  the  mass  of  mankind ;  and  their  opiniOBt 

shone.  on  this  subject  have  generally  originated  either 

To  whatever  awise  this  universal  belief  of  a  from  wilfol  ignorance ;  from  an  affectation  oTain- 

future  exiMeaea  is  to  be  traced— whether  to  a  gularity  and  ofappearing  superior  to  vulgar  (iBtra; 

miiveraal  tradition  derived  from  the  first  parenta  or  from  tndnlging  in  a  course  of  wichetfaieaa  and 

of  the  himMUB  race ;  to  an  innate  sentiment  ori-  impiety,  which  has  led  them  to  wish,  aad  if  poa> 

finally  impreaaed  on  the  soul  c^  maa ;  to  a  divine  sible  to  believe,  that  there  are  neither  piuiiib* 

revelation  diaaeaunated  and  handed  down  firom  ments  nor  rewards  beyond  the  grate.    If  it  aa^ 

one  generation  to  another,  or  to  the  deductions  of  pear  strange  and  unnatural  that  ai^  man  adioBH 

human  reason— it  forms  a  strong  presumption,  wish  his  soul  to  be  mortal,  Hierodes  aaaifna  ikt 

and  a  powerful  argument,  in.fovour  of  the  posi-  true  reason  of  it :  *<  A  wicked  man,"  aaya  kB, 

tioQ  we  are  now  endeavouring  to  support.    If  it  «  is  afraid  of  his  judge,  and  therefore  wishea  Ui 

fti  to  be  traoed  back  to  the  original  progenitonof  aoul  and  body  may  perish  together  by  daaik« 

Biankind,  it  mutt  be  regarded  aa  one  of  thoaa  rathor  than  it  shodd  appear  before  the  tritaHff 

Hvtha  which  were  recognised  by  man  in  a  atate  of  God."    If  a  number  of  fbda  shoukl  thhik  11 

if  iiiiniiarr.  Tt'^'-rTT^-'Vif  —  t — i — '  l»  r*>^  oil  llMiv  a^m  ajet,  ta 


PROOFS  FROM  THE  UGHT  OF  NATURE.                            17 

Wm|  lb*  •fiiicU  oT  light,  as  Deniocritiis,  the  at  thr  diitcttvery,  whtfn  he  leaped  from  the  bath, 

■acaenl  (»hUoMipber,  wns  said  lo  liavo  done,  it  and  ran  naked  through  iho  strvel*  of  Syracuse, 

would  fuirm  no  argument  lo  prove  that  all  the  rekt  crying,  "  I  have  found  it  I  have  found  it"->80on 

cf  the  wtivid  was  Mind.     And,  if  a  few  sceptics  subssidetl  inio  indiffeience,  and  his  mind  pushed 

tad  prudi^ales  eodeavoiir  to  blind  the  iryc's  of  |!>rwaid   in  qut^st  of  new  discoveries.     When 

their  uoJi»vtanding  by  sophistry  and  licentious-  Newion  aM:vr'aiui>d  Uio  law  of  universal  pravi- 

oasa,  it  cannot  prevent  the  light  of  reason,  which  taiion,  and  Franklin  dis^'ovrre.l  the  identity  of 

BBveiki  the  realities  of  a  future  w<»rld.  from  sliin-  iiiihtuin<r  and  the  uUs'tric  Huid,  and  felt  ilie  traiui- 

ing  on  iha  rest  of  mankind,  dht  constitute  the  port-*  which  such  discuvcrii-n  mu«t  have  excited, 

riighlest  argument  to  prove  the  fallacy  of  the  did  they  i^Ucken  thi'ir  pace  in  the  n»ad  of  scien- 

dodrine  ibey  deny.  tific  dist^overy,  or  sii  down  con  cnied  with  their 

past  researches  7    No.    One  discovery  gave  a 

^— «-  plimuhis  to  the  pursuit  of  another,  and  their  ca* 

reer  of  improvement  only  terminated  with  tlieir 

SECTION  II.  lives.     After  Alexander  had  led  hia  victorious 

armies  f>ver  Persia,  B^hylunia,  Syria,  Egypt, 

wr  TBB  Dxniix  or  rnTtrmc  kzistbitcb  im-  and  India,  ami  had  conquered  the  greater  part  of 

PLAjrrsD  iir  the  hi7M ait  mxmd.  the  known  world,  did  he  ait  down  in  peace,  and 

enjoy  tlie  fruit  of  his  conquesUi  7    No.     His  de- 

Thoae  itroag  and  rettless  dosires  after  future  sires  afler  new  projects,  and  new  expeditions, 

cnrtance  and  aajoyment,  which  are  implanted  remained  in.utiable ;  his  ambition  rose  even  lo 

ii  the  aoul  of  man,  are  a  strong  presuraptiva  madness; and  when  the  philosopher  Anazarchua 

pioof  that  he  is  poaseaaed  of  an  immortal  na-  tokl  him,  tliere  was  an  infinite  number  of  workls, 

lara.  he  we|»t  at  Uie  thought  that  his  conqueata  were 

There  is  no  human  being  who  feels  full  satis-  confined  to  one. 

faction  in  hia  present  enjoyments.    The  mind  These  restless  and  unbounded  desires  are  to  be 

it  far  ever  oo  the  wing  in  the  pursuit  of  new  ac-  found  agitating  the  brea.<its  of  men  of  all  nations, 

fairsmenla,  uf  new  ofcyects,  aiid,  if  possible,  of  of  all  ranks  and  condition;*  in  life.    If  we  ascend 

ki||bsr  degrees  of  (elicity,  than  the  present  mo-  the  thrones  of  princes,  if  we  enter  the  palaces  of 

■mean  afford.    However  exquisite  any  par-  the  great,  if  we  walk  through  the  mansions  of 

tiedar  eBJoyment  may  sometimes  be  found,  it  courtiers  and  suitesmen,  if  we  pry  into  the  abodes 

■•M  begins  to  loae  its  relish,  and  to  pall  the  in-  of  |»overiy  and  indigence,  if  we  mingle  with  poeta 

Irlaeiull  appetite.  Hence  the  voracious  desire,  or  philosophers,  with  manufacturers,  merchants, 

aypareol  among  all  ranks,  for  variety  of  amuse-  me«  hanics,  peasants,  or  beggars ;  if  we  survey 

BMnts,  both  of  a  sensitive,  and  of  an  intellectual  the  busy,  bustling  scene  of  a  large  city,  the  se* 

aalnrc.    Hence  the  keen  desire  for  novelty,  for  questured  village,  or  the  cot  whicli  stands  in  the 

tales  of  wonder,  for  beautiful  and  splendid  exhi-  lonely  deceit— we  shall  find,  in  every  situation, 

bilions,  and  for  intelligence  respecting  the  pas-  and  amon};  every  class,  beings  animated  with 

siag  uccurreuces  of  the  day.     Hence  the  eager-  desires  of  happine«s,' which  no  present  enjoy- 

aess  with  which  the  daily  newspapers  are  read  nient  can  gratify,  and  which  no  object  within  tho 

by  all  ranks  who  have  it  in  their  power  to  procure  limits  of  time  can  fully  satiate.     Whether  we 

thsm.     However  novel  or  interostini;  the  events  choose  to  indulge  in  i>:norance,  or  to  prosecute 

which  are  detailcxi  to-day,  an  appetite  for  fresh  the  path  oTknowledt^e  ;  to  loiter  in  indolence,  or 

McUigeace  is  excited  before  to-morrow.  Amidst  to  exert  our  active  powers  with  unrcmittmg  ener- 

(hs  numerous  objects  which  are  daily  ^olicitin^  ^'v;  toniinulo  with  social  beings,  or  to  flee  to  the 

aUsoti(jn,amidstthevariety  of intellioence  which  hauntd  of  solitude, — we   feel  a  vacuum  in  tho 

aswemoagers  have  carefully  selected  for  the  ^.iti-  MiinH,   which  nothing  around  us  can  till  up;  a 

fieaiinn  of  every  taste,  and  amidst  the  fictitious  longing  after  new  objects  and  enjoyments,  which 

seines  depicted  by  the  novelist  and  the  poet —  noihinj;  earthly  can  fully  satisfy.     Regardless 

*^  the  eye  is  not  satisfied  with  seeing,  nor  the  ear  of  the  past,  and  ua^atislied  with  the  present,  the 

with  hearing."    Hence,  loo,  the  insatiaUe  de-  soul  of  man  fttasts  itself  on  the  hope   of  enjoy- 

■ipM  of  the  raiser  in  accumulating  riches,  and  mcnts  which  it  has  never  yet  posseseed 

the  inemiUing  career  of  ambition,  in  its  pur-  ..  „^p^  ^j,^^  ^^^^„^,  j„  ^^^^  ^^^.^  ^„^ . 

m  el  hoooura  and  of  fame.     And  hence  the  Man  never  ?«,  but  always  to  be  blest 

adoor  with  which  the  philosopher  prosecutes  The  soul  uneasy,  and  confined  froip  home. 

•M  diaisovery  after  another,   without  ever  ar-  ^"^«  *""*  expaUaies  lo  a  life  to  come." 

ririif  at  a  reating-point,  or  sitting  down  con-  That  the  desire  of  immortality  ia  common. 


with  his   present  attainments.    When     and  natural  to  all  men,  appears  firoro  a  variety  of 
Afchimedea  had  diacoTered  the  mode  of  deter-     actions,  which  can  scarcely  be  accounted  for  on 


the  lelattve  quantities  of  gold  and  silver  any  other  principle,  ami  which  prove  that  the 

la  Hiero'a  crown,  did  he  rest  satisfied  with  this  mind  feels  conscious  of  its  immortal  destiny. 

?    No.    The  eeitaey  he  felt  Why,  otherwiae,  should  men  be  aaiioM  ahoat 
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tboir  reputation,  aod  solicitoua  to  secure  their 
names  from  oblivion,  and  to  perftetuaie  their 
fame,  after  they  have  descended  into  the  firave  7 
To  accomplish  sudi  objects,  and  to  gratify  such 
desires,  poets,  orators,  and  histurians,  hsve  been 
flattered  and  rewarded  to  celebrate  their  actions ; 
monuments  of  marble  and  of  brass  have  been 
erected  to  represent  their  perst^ns,  and  inscrip- 
tions engraved  in  the  solid  rock,  to  convey  to 
future  generations  a  record  of  the  explnits  they 
had  achieved.  Lofiy  columns,  triumphal  arches, 
towering  pyramids,  magnificent  temples,  palaces, 
and  mausoleums  have  been  reared,  to  eternize 
their  fame,  and  to  make  them  live,  as  it  were, 
in  tlie  eyes  of  their  successors,  through  all  the 
future  ages  of  time.  But,  if  the  soul  be  destined 
to  destruction  at  the  hour  of  death,  why  shoukl 
man  be  anxious  about  what  shall  happen,  or 
what  shall  not  happen  hereafter,  when  he  is  re- 
duced to  a  mere  non-entity,  and  banished  for 
ever  from  the  imiverse  of  God  7  He  can  have  no 
interest  in  any  events  that  may  befall  the  living 
world  when  he  is  cancelled  from  the  face  of  crea- 
tion, and  when  the  spark  of  intelligence  he  pos- 
sessed is  quenched  in  everlasting  night.  If  any 
man  be  fully  convinced  that  tlie  grave  pats  a 
final  period  to  his  existence,  the  only  consiUaU 
action  he  can  perform,  when  he  finds  his  earthly 
wishes  aod  expectations  frustrated,  is  to  rush 
into  the  arms  </  death,  and  rid  himself  at  once 
of  all  the  evils  connected  with  his  being.  But 
we  find  the  great  majority  of  mankind,  notwith- 
standing the  numerous  ills  to  which  they  are  sub- 
jected, still  clinging  with  eagerness  to  their 
mortal  existence,  and  looking  forward,  with  a 
certain  degree  of  hope,  to  a  termination  of  their 
sorrows. 

-^*Thcy  rather  choose  to  hew  those  ills  theyhave 
Than  fly  to  others  that  they  know  not  of." 

There  is,  I  presume,  no  individual  in  a  sound 
state  of  mind,  who  can  entirely  throw  aside  all 
Qonccm  about  his  posthum'tus  reputation,  and 
about  the  events  that  may  happen  in  the  world 
after  his  decease.  And  if  so,  it  clearly  demon- 
strates, not  only  that  he  does  not  tcisA,  but  that 
he  does  not  even  suppose  that  his  existence  will 
be  for  ever  extinguished  at  death.  The  idea  of 
the  shame  of  being  exposed  naked  after  their 
death,  produced  such  a  powerful  eflfect  upon  the 
minds  of  the  Milesian  virgins,  that  it  deterred 
them  from  putting  an  end  to  their  lives,  after  all 
other  arguments  had  been  tried  in  vain.*  The 
desire  of  existence  -and  of  existence,  too,  which 
has  no  termmation,  appears  to  be  the  foundation 

*  "  I  beseech  men  fer  God's  sake,  (says  Hale.)  that 
if  at  any  time  there  arise  in  tbem  a  desire  or  a  wish 
that  others  should  speak  well  of  their  death ;  then 
at  that  time  they  would  seriously  consider,  whether 
those  motions  are  not  from  some  spirit  to  continue 
a  spirit,  after  it  leaves  its  eaxthly  haliitation,  rather 
than  from  an  earthly  spirit,  a  vapour  which  cannot 
act,  or  imagine,  or  desire  or  fwr  things  beyond 


of  all  our  desires,  and  of  all  the  plans  we  fom 
in  life.  Aimihtlation  cannot  be  an  object  «f 
desire  to  any  rational  being.  We  desire  sol 
thing  that  is  reo/,  something  that  is  conoectsi 
with  happiness  or  enjoymtnt^  but  non-existenes 
has  no  object  nor  concern  whittever  belonging  Is 
it.  When  a  wicked  man, under  a  consciousaesi 
of  guilt,  indulges  a  wish  for  annihilation  afisr 
death,  it  is  not  because  non-existence  is  m 
itself  an  objed  ^  desire^  but  he  would  choose  it 
as  the  least  of  two  evils :  he  would  rather  bi. 
blotted  out  of  creation,  than  suffer  the  punisl^ 
ment  due  to  his  sins  m  llie  eternal  world. 

It  may  also  be  remarked,  that  the  desire  of 
immortality,  however  vigorous  it  may  he  in  or- 
dinary minds,  becomes  still  more  glowing  and 
ardent  in  proportion  as  the  intelk^t  is  culiivalad 
and  expanded,  and .  in  proportion  as  the  sool 
rises  to  higher  and  higher  degrees  of  virtne  and 
moral  sxcellence.  It  forms  a  powedul  atimullii 
to  the  performance  of  actions  which  are  noUe, 
generous,  public-spirited,  benevolent,  and  bii- 
inane,  and  which  have  s  tendency  to  promote  ^ 
intellectual  improvement,  and  the  happiness  «f 
future  generations.  Hence  the  most  iUustriow 
characters  of  the  heathen  world,  the  poets,  lbs 
orators,  the  moralists  and  philosophers  of  anti^ 
quity,  had  their  minds  fired  with  the  idea  of  in* 
mortality,  and  many  of  them  were  enabled  lo 
brave  death  without  dismay,  under  tlie  ooovictifls 
that  it  was  the  messenger  which  was  to  waft  tlwtr 
spirits  to  the  realms  of  endless  l>liss.  Wbss 
Demosthenes  had  fled  for  shulter  to  an  asylsm 
from  the  resentment  of  Antipaier,  who  bad  ssat 
Archias  to  bring  him  by  force,  and  when  Arcfaiu 
promised  upon  his  honour  that  he  shoukl  not  km 
his  life,  if  he  would  voluntarily  make  his  personal 
appearance :— ''God  forbid,"  said  he, ''  that  after 
1  have  heard  Xenocrateii  and  Plato  discourse  so 
divinely  on  the  immorialiiy  of  the  soul,  I  shooU 
prefer  a  life  of  infamy  and  disgrace  to  an  ho- 
nourable death."  Even  those  who  were  aot 
fully  convinced  of  the  doctrine  of  iromortaliqr, 
amidst  all  their  doubts  and  perplexities  on  tiMi 
|K>int,  eameslhf  wished  Ouu  ii  might  prove  Intf, 
and  few,  if  any  of  them,  absolutely  denied  it 
Hence,  too,  the  noble  and  diainteresied  sctioM 
which  Christian  heroes  have  performed,  undir 
the  influence  of  unseen  and  everlasiing  thiiifl* 
They  have  faced  dangers  and  persecutions  ii 
every  shape ;  they  have  endured  **  cruel  mo0^ 
ings,  scourgings,  bonds,  and  imprtsomienis^f 
they  have  triumphed  under  the  tonnents  of  tl» 
rack,  and  amidst  the  raging  flames;  they  htft 
surmounted  every  obstacle  in  their  benevoliil 
exertions  to  communicate  blessings  to  thsir  ff^ 
low-men ;  they  have  braved  the  fury  of  the  rs^^ 
elements,  traversed  sea  and  lana,  and  poiksd 
their  way  to  distant  barbarous  dimos,  in  oidsr  IB 
point  out  to  their  benighted  inhanitants  tbs  ftA 
that  leads  to  eternal  life.  Nor  oo  they  ibiiliJ 
loo  dsar  to  ncrifioo  their  lives  ki  aoch 
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*'llie7  daJn  a  better  eouBtfy,"  and  feel 

that  death  will  introduce  them  to  **  an 

Jiag  freat  and  an  eternal  weight  of  g^ory.'* 

Sinre,  then,  it  appear*  that  the  deeire  of  im- 

■mrtality  ie  ^^ff^yr"*"  to  mankind,  that  the  loul  is 

faenauitly  looking  forward  to  the  enjoyment  of 

Mae  fbiuro  good,  and  that  this  desire  has  been 

tm  spring  of  actioos  the  most  beneficent,  and 

kwBic,  on  what  principle  is  it  to  be  aooounted 

W7 

"Vtanee  sprli^  this  pleasinc.  hope,  this  ftrnd  desire, 
me  loafing  after  tnunoftalttjr  f 
Or,  whenee  this  secret  dreJid,  end  tnwanl  horror, 
Of  fUUng  Into  nooghtf— Why  shrinks  the  soul 
ckoahevaeK  and  startles  St  destruction  r*' 


Whnoe  piooeadi  the  want  we  feel  amidst  the 
firioly  of  objeeie  which  surround  us?  Whence 
trim  iho  disgust  that  so  quickly  succeeds  every 
■yoywent  T  Whereibre  can  we  never  cease 
fiwn  wUring  fiiraoaMthing  more  eiquisite  than 
w  havo  over  yet  poesessed  1  No  satisfiwtory 
■■war  can  bo  given  to  such  questions,  if  our 
dvatMn  bo  ciimmscribed  within  the  limits  of 
lima ;  and  if  we  shall  be  blotted  out  of  creation 
nhea  our  earthly  tabemades  are  laid  in  the 
imU  The  dessres  to  which  I  now  reler  appear 
te  baaa  eessntisl  part  of  the  human  constitution, 
lid^  eaMsi|USil^,  wore  implanted  in  our  nature 
bf  tba  hand  oi  our  Creator;  and,  thersfiire, 
W9  HOSt  suppose,  either  that  the  doire  of  im- 
•ortalitjr  wiH  bo  gratified,  or  that  the  Creator 
Ukm  delight  in  tantalizing  his  creatures  with 

i  and  eapactatiom  which  will  end  in  elemal 
^jiointmenL  To  admit  the  latter  suppoei- 
i^wooki  be  inconsistent  with  every  rational 
idea  we  can  ibrm  of  the  moral  attribotee  of  the 
Divinity.  It  would  be  inconsistent  with  his 
■irncify ;  for  to  encourage  hopes  and  desires 
which  are  never  intended  to  be  gratified,  is  the 
characteristic  of  a  deceiver,  and  therefore  con- 
kary  to  every  conception  we  can  (brm  of  the 
eooduct  of  *'  a  God  of  truth."  It  would  be  in- 
eowistent  with  his  reetittide;  for  every  such  de- 
ception implies  an  act  of  injustice  toward*  the 
Wividual  who  is  thus  tantalized.  It  would  be 
kmooeistent  with  his  wiadom ;  for  it  would  imply 
Aat  he  has  no  other  means  c^  governing  the  in- 
Isligent  creation,  than  ihoee  which  have  a  ten- 
dsKy  to  produce  &llacious  hopes  and  fuais  in 
Iha  minds  of  his  rational  offitpring.  It  would 
be  inoosisistent  with  his  benevoUiteti  for  as  "  the 
aoooraplisbed  b  sweet  to  the  soul,"  so 
hopes  uniformly  tend  to  produce 
Yet  the  benevolence  of  the  Deity,  in 

other  point  of  view,  is  roost  strikingly  dis- 
Ikyad  in  all  his  arrangements  in  the  material 
and  towards  every  species  of  sensitive 


What  has  been  now  stated  in  relation  to  desire 
hope,  will  equally  apply  to  those  ftan  and 
lensMot,  which  frequently  arise  in  the 
10  the  pimishmsHti  of  a  future 


world.  A  Being  possessed  of  perfect  benevo- 
Irnce  cannot  be  supposed  to  harass  his  intelligent 
creatures,  and  to  render  their  lives  bitter  with 
alarming  apprehensions,  for  which  there  is  net 
the  slightest  foundation.  But,  if  there  is  no 
state  either  of  punishment  or  reward  beyond  the 
grave,  those  desires  of  immortal  duration,  which 
seem  at  first  view  to  elevate  man  above  the 
other  inhabitanu  of  this  gk)he,  actually  plarc 
bim  below  the  level  of  the  beasts,  which  bmind 
through  the  foresti  and  lawns,  and  find  their 
chief  enjoyment  in  browsing  on  the  grass.  They 
are  alive  to  preeent  enjoyment,  but  appear  to 
have  no  anticipations  of  the  future ;  they  feel 
preeent  pain,  but  there  is  no  reason  to  believe 
that  they  are  ever  tormented  with  fears  or  fore- 
bodings of  future  punishment.  They  are  con- 
tented with  the  organs  with  which  Nature  has 
fbmished  them ;  they  appear  fully  satisfied  with 
ranging  the  fields  and  feasting  on  the  herbage ; 
their  desires  need  no  restraint,  and  their  wishes 
are  completely  gratified ;  and  what  pleased  then 
yesterday  will  likewise  give  them  pleasure  l<^ 
morrow,  without  being  harassed  with  insatiablo 
desires  afler  novelty  and  variety.  They  live  di- 
vested of  thoee  innumerable  cares  and  anrietiea 
which  harass  and  perplex  the  chikfren  cf  men, 
and  they  never  wish  to  go  beyond  the  boundary 
wbidi  nature  prescribes.  "  The  ingenious  bee 
constructs  commodious  cells,  but  never  drearaa 
of  rearing  triumphal  arches  or  obdisks  to  deco- 
rate her  waxen  city."  Throngh  ignorance  of 
the  future,  they  pass  from  life  to  death,  with 
as  much  indifference  as  from  watching  to  deep, 
or  from  labour  to  repose.  But  man,  amidst  all 
the  enjoyments  aiMi  prospects  which  surround 
him,  feels  uneasy  and  unsatisfied,  because  he 
pants  afler  happiness  infinite  in  duration.  His 
hopes  and  desires  overstep  the  bounds  of  time 
and  of  every  period  we  can  affix  to  duration, 
and  move  onward  through  a  boundless  eternity. 
And  if  he  is  to  be  for  ever  cut  .off  from  exist- 
ence when  his  body  drops  into  the  grave,  how 
dismal  the  continued  apprehension  of  an  ever- 
lasting period  being  put  to  all  his  enjoyments 
after  a  prospect  of  immortality  has  been  opened 
to  his  view ! 

How,  then,  shall  we  account  fbr  these  anoma- 
lies ?  How  shall  we  reconcile  these  apparent 
inconsistencies?  In  what  light  shall  we  exhibit 
the  conduct  of  the  Creator,  so  as  to  render  it 
consistent  with  itself?  There  is  but  one  con- 
clusion we  can  form,  in  consistency  with  the 
moral  attributes  of  God,  which  will  completely 
unravel  the  mystery  of  man  being  animated  with 
unbounded  desires,  and  >et.confined  to  a  short 
and  limited  duration  in  the  present  world,  and 
that  is, — that  this  world  is  not  the  place  of  our 
final  destination,  but  introductory  to  a  more  glo- 
rious and  permanent  state  of  existence,  where 
the  desires  of  virtuous  minds  will  be  completely 
gratified,  and  their  hopes  fiiUy  realized.    I  do 


so 
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not  see  how  any  olher  condoiioD  can  be  drawn, 
without  denying  both  the  moral  ehara^erf  and 
even  the  very  emiiUnce  of  the  Deity. 


SECTION  III. 

ON  THS  INTKLLXOTUAL  FACULTIES  Of  MAJT, 
AND  THE  STRONG  DESIRE  OF  KNOWLEDGE 
WHICH  IS  IMPLANTED  IN  THE  HUMAN 
MIND. 

The  principle  of  curiosity,  or  the  strong  desire 
of  knowledge  which  is  implanted  in  the  mind  of 
man,  and  the  noble  intellectual  faculties  for  ac- 
quiring it  with  which  he  is  endowed,  are  evi- 
dences and  proofii  of  his  immortal  destination. 

Though  this  argument  may  be  considered,  by 
■ome,  as  only  a  branch  of  the  preceding,  it  may 
not  be  inexpedient,  for  the  sake  of  iropreasion, 
to  consider  it  separately,  as  it  will  admit  of  rea- 
Moings  and  illustrations  distinct  from  those 
which  have  now  been  brought  forward. 

The  desire  of  knowledge  is  natural  to  every 
rational  being,  and  appeara  to  be  a  fundamental 
pwt  of  the  constitution  of  the  human  mind.  It  if 
perceptible  even  in  the  6rst  stage  of  its  pro- 
greii,  and  haa  a  powerful  influence  over  the 
noveiaents  and  the  enjoyments  of  the  young. 
Preaeot  to  a  cfaiU  a  beautiful  landscape,  as  ex- 
hibited through  an  optical  machine,  and  it  will 
be  highly  delighted  with  the  exhibition.  Present 
a  second  and  a  third  of  a  difi*erent  description, 
in  succeasion,  and  its  delight  will  be  increased ; 
it  will  anxiously  desire  exhibitions  of  new  and 
▼vied  objects,  and  its  curiosity  will  never  be 
satisfied  but  with  a  constant  succeasion  of  scenes 
and  objects  which  tend  to  widen  the  circle  of  its 
knowledge,  and  enlarge  the  capacity  of  its  mind. 
Hence  the  keen  desires  of  the  young  for  shows, 
spectacles,  processions  and  public  exhibitions  of 
every  description,  and  the  delight  which  they  feel 
in  making  excursions  from  one  scene  to  another. 
Hence  the  delight  with  which  travellers  traverse 
the  Alpine  scenes  of  nature,  cross  seas  and 
oceans,  descend  into  the  gloomy  subterraneous 
cavern,  or  climb  to  the  summit  c^  the  flaming 
volcano,  notwithstanding  the  fatigues  and  perils 
lo  which  they  are  exposed. 

**-For  such  the  bounteous  providence  of  Heaven 
In  every  breast  implanting  the  desire 
Of  objects  new  and  Strang,  to  urf^e  us  on 
With  unremitted  labour  to  pursue 
Those  sacred  stores  that  wait  the  ripening  soul. 
In  Truth's  exhaustloM  bosom. 


For  this  the  darinsr  youth 


Breaks  from  his  weeping  mother's  anxious  arms, 
In  foreign  climes  tp  rove ;  the  pensive  sage 
HeedleM  of  sleep,  or  niitlni^bt's  harmful  damp. 
Hangs  o'er  the  sickly  taper;  and  untired 
The  virgin  follows  with  enchanted  step 
The  mases  of  some  wild  and  wondrous  tale. 
Prom  mom  to  eve." AkenHd^. 

If  (be  desire  of  knowledge  ^>pean,  in  mtny 


instances,  to  be  less  ardent  in  after  lifii,  it  if 
owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the  methods  of  tm 
education,  and  the  &lsc  principles  on  which  ws 
attempt  to  convey  instruction  to  the  youthM 
mind.    Our  initiatory  instructions,  hitherto,  pr^ 
sent  the  young  with  little  more  than  the  fay  of 
knowledge,  instead  cX  knowledgt  ttaetf.  We  toad 
them  to  the  threshold  of  the  temple  of  scienee 
without  attempting  to  unfold  its  treasures.    We 
deem  it  sufficient  that  they  be  taught  to  pio- 
nounce,  like  a  number  of  puppets,  a  multitads 
of  sounds  and  terms  to  which  they  attach  no  dis- 
tinct conceptions,  while  we  decline  to  commmi- 
cate  clear  and  well-defined  idtaa.  We  load  their 
memories  with  technical  phrases  and  propoaitioaB 
which  they  do  not  imderstand,  while  the  objeeb 
of  substantial  science   are  corefiiUy  coocralsd 
both  fit>m  the  eye  of  sense  and  from  the  eyes  of 
their  underetandings.    Instead  of  leading  then 
by  gentle  steps,  in  the  first  stage  of  their  pfo- 
greas,  over  the  srand,  and  beautiful,  and  varkh 
gated  scenery  of  Nature  and  Revelation,  iHisrs 
almost  every  object  is  calculated  to  arrest  dwir 
attention,  and  to  excite  admiration, — we  cmk 
found    them    with    an  unintelligible  jargon  of 
grammar  rules,  of  metaphysical  subtleties,  tad 
of  dead  languagc»,  associated  with  stripes,  ooih 
finement,  and  painful  reooUectiooa,  which  ft^ 
quently  produce  a  disgust  at  every  thing  whkk 
baa  acquired  the  name  of  learning,  before  tbey 
are  made  acquainted  with  that  in  which  ties 
knowledge  consists.    Tet,  notwithstanding  tlis 
injudicious  methods  by  which  we  atteoqrt  Is 
train  the  youthful  intellect,  it  is  impossible  to 
eradicate  the   desire   of  knowledge   fitxn  Ae 
human  mind.    When  substantial  knowledge  li 
presented  to  the  mind,  in  a  judicious  and  ti- 
luring  manner,  it  will  not  only  be  relished,  bat 
prosecuted  with   ardour,  by  every  one  wbon 
fiiculties  are   not   altogether  iromeraed  in  the 
mire  oX  sensuality.    Let  a  roan,  however  i^ 
norant  and  untutored,  be  made  acquainted  wn 
some  of  the  interesting  details  of  Geography) 
with  the  wonders  of  the  ocean,  and  the  ntune* 
rous  rivers  continually  rolling  into   its  abyasi 
with  the  lofVy  ranges  of  mountains  wfateh  atraleh 
along    the  continents,   and  project  their  ws&h 
mits  beyond  the   clouds,   with  the   volcanoes, 
the  tornadoes,  the  water*spoot8,  and  the  wb> 
lime  and  beautiful  landscapes  which  diversify 
the  different  climates  of  the   earth;  with  ibe 
numerous  tribes  of  animated  beings  which 
pie  its  surface,  and  the  mannera  and 
of  its  human  inhabitants— he  will  fisel  an 
desire  to  know  every  thing  else  that 
to  this  subject,  and  will  proaecute  hia   in^ni- 
ries  with  avidity,  in  so  &r  as  his  meane  vtA 
opportunities  permit.    Acquaint  him  with  MMe 
of  the  most  striking  facts  in  ancient  and  ■»• 
dem  history,  and  he  will  feel  a  desire  to  know 
every  thing  of  importance  that  has  occuirad  li 
the  anuala  of  the  work!  tinee  (be 


ing  velocitj  with  which  they  run  their  aeniea  are  likewtM  calculated  to  extend  the  ranfo                             ,  ^ 

ounds,  and  of  the  immeuse  number  and  ci  hb  knowledge,  to  enable  him  to  commumcate 

of  the  stars — and  h»wiii  eagerij  pant  his  ideas  to  others,  and  to  fticilitate  the  nnitual 

e  ninote  information  respecting  the  interchange*  of  thought  and  sentiment  between 

ies  of  the  tmiverse,  and  feel  delighted  ratiunal  minds  of  a  similar  construction  with  bis 

of  new  disooYeries  being  made  in  the  own. 

1  regions  of  creation.  His  understanding  is  capable  of  taking  in  a 

knew  on  instance  in  which  knowledge  vast  variety  of  sentiments  and  ideas  in  relation 

scription  was  comniunicaled  in  a  ro-  to  the  immonse  rouliiplicity  of  objects  which  are 

iitetf  and  alluring  manha-t  where  it  was  perceived  by  his  external  senses.     Hence  the 

'ed  with  a  certain  degree  of  pleasure,  various  sciences  he  has  cultivated,  the  sublime 

m  ardent  desire  to  make  further  inves-  discoveries  he  has  made,  and  the  noble  in? en- 

nto  the  wonders  of  creating  wisdom  tions  he  has  brought  to  light.    By  the  powers  of 

'.    Such  appears  to  be  the  original  con-  his  understanding,  he  has  surveyed  the  terraque- 

if  the  human  mind,  that  it  is  necessa-  ous  globe,  in  all  its  varieties  of  land  and  waterj 

ed  with  every  thing  that  gives  scope  continents,  islands  and  oceans ;  determined  its 

rcise  of  its  faculties,  and  which  has  a  magnitude,  its  weight,  its  figure  and  motions; 

0  extend  the  range  of  their  action.  It  explored  its  interior  recesses,  descended  into  the 
deed,  that,  in  some  men,  the  desire  of  bottom  of  its  seas,  arranged  and  classified  the 

1  appears  to  be  blunted  and  almost  an-  infinite  variety  of  vegetables,  minerals,  and  ani- 
K)  that  they  appear  to  bo  little  superior  mals  which  it  contains,  analysed  the  invisible 
Bwa  to  the  lower  orders  of  sensitive  ex-  atmosphere  with  which  it  is  surrounded,  and  do- 
But  this  happens  only  in  those  cases  termined  the  elementary  principles  of  which  it  is 
)  intellectual  faculties  are  benumbed  composed,  diroovered  the  nature  of  thunder,  and 
led  by  indoUnce  and  »tiuuality.  Such  arrested  the  rapid  lightnings  in  their  course,  as- 
)  all  they  can  to  cotuUeraet  the  original  ccrtained  the  laws  by  which  the  planets  are  di- 
es of  their  nature ;  and  yet  even  in  the  rvcted  in  their  courses,  weighed  the  masses  of 
«  of  this  kind  that  can  occur,  the  ori-  distant  worlds,  determined  their  size  and  dis- 
xe  is  never  altogether  extirpated,  so  tances,  and  ezplored  regions  of  the  universe  invi- 
le  senses  are  qualified  to  perform  their  sible  to  the  unassisted  eye,  whose  distance  exceeds 

For  the  most  bnitish  mam  is  never  all  human  calculation  and  comprehension.    The 

rely  divested  of  the  principle  of  curi-  sublime  sciences  of  Geometry,  Trigonometry, 

m  any  striking  or  extraordinary  object  Conic  Sections,  Fluxions,  Algebra,  and  other 

m]  to  his  view.    On  such  an  occasion,  branches  of  Mathematics,  evince  the  acuteness 

i1  principles  of  his  constitution  will  be  and  perspicacity  of  his  intellect ;  and  their  ap- 

0  action,  and  he  will  feel  a  certain  do-  plication  to  the  purposes  of  Navigation  and 
nder  and  delight  in  common  with  other  Geography,  and  to  the  determination  of  the  laws 
inds.  of  the  celestial  motions,  the  periods  of  their  re- 
i  roan  has  a  natural  desire  afler  know-  volutions,  their  eclipses,  and  the  distances  at 

1  a  delight  in  it — so,  he  is  furnished  which  they  are  placed  from  our  sublunary  man- 
faeuUk*  and  vatl  aqnuitUs  of  intcUed  sion,  demonstrate  the  vigour  and  comprehension 
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power,  for  impelling  waggons  aloog  roads,  and  Could  trace  the  secret  hind  of  ProvMwno^ 

l»g.  v««l.  wi.h  gre.t  velocity  .g.U  mnd  «rf  Z^SrSSK?;?-^ 'to'S^SS*"* 

tide ;  and  can  even  transport  himself  through  the  First  gazing  thrbugh,  he,  by  the  blended  power 

yielding  air  beyond  the  region  of  the  clouds.  Ho  Si^'^^V*^^"  ?i"^  Projection,  saw 

1  I       .u    •     •  -LI         _ij    —u-  u  The  whole  in  silent  harmony  revolve. 

can  explore  the  invisible  worids  which  are  con-  —Then  breaking  hence,  he  took  his  ardent  flight 

tained  in  a  putrid  lake,  and  bring  to  view  their  Through  the  blue  infinite,  and  every  star 

numerous  and  divenified  inhabitants ;  and  the  S!;!ll£^l^,fi"J/^"?.^^^^  "^' 

,  •  />  •  Pours  on  tl>e  eye,  or  astronomic  tube, — 

next  moment  he  can  penetrate  to  regions  of  the at  his  approach 

universe  immeasurably  distant,  and  contemplate  Blaxeil  into  suns,  the  livinc  centre  oach 

the  mountains  and  the  vales,  U.e  rock,  and  the  ^'  •»»  harmonious  system.^' 

plains  which  diversify  the  scenery  of  distant  sun*  Such  minds  as  those  of  Socrates,  Plato,  Aidih 

rounding  worlds.    He  can  extract  an  invisible  modes,  Locke,  Boyle,  La  Place,  and  similar  il- 

substance  from  a  piece  of  coal,  by  which  he  can  lustrious  characters,  likewise  demonstrate  dn 

produce,  almost  in  a  moment,  the  most  splendid  vast  capacity  of  the  human  intellect,  the  extcD> 

illumination  throughout  every  part  of  a  large  and  sive  range  of  thought  it  is  capable  of  prosecm- 

populous  city, — he  can  detach  the  element  of  ing,  and  the  immense  number  of  ideas  it  il 

fire  from  the  invisible  air,  and  cause  tlie  hardest  capable  of  acquiring.    And  every  man,  wbosi 

stones,  and  tho  heaviest  metals  to  melt  like  wax  fiiculties  are  in  a  sound  state,  is  endowed  with 

under  its  powerful  agency ;  and  he  can  direct  the  similar  powers  of  thought,  and  is  capable  of  be- 

lightnings  of  heaven  to  accomplish  his  purposes,  ing  trained  to  similar  degrees  of  intellectual  «k- 

in  splittiog  immense  stones  into  a  multitude  of  cellence. 

fragments.  He  can  cause  a  splendid  city,  adorn-  And  as  man  is  endued  with  capactoof  intd- 
ed  with  lofty  columns,  palaces,  and  temples,  to  lectual  powers  for  the  aoquuiAm  of  knowledge, 
arise,  in  a  spot  where  nothing  was  formerly  be-  so  he  u  furnished  with  a  noble  fiiculty  by  whidi 
boki  but  a  vast  deaert  or  a  putrid  marsh ;  and  can  he  is  enabled  to  retain,  and  to  tnature  t^y  in  hii 
make  **  the  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  to  intellect  the  knowledge  he  acquires.  He  is  eo> 
be  glad,  and  the  desert  to  bud  and  blossom  as  dowed  with  the  faculty  of  memory ^  by  which  the 
the  rose."  He  can  communicate  his  thoughts  miqd  retains  the  ideas  of  past  objects  and  percep- 
and  sentiments  in  a  few  hours,  to  ten  hundred  tioos,  accompanied  with  a  persuasion,  that  ths 
thousands  of  his  fellow-men  ;  in  a  few  weeks,  to  objects  or  things  remembered  were  formerly  real 
the  whole  civilized  world ;  and,  after  his  decease,  and  present.  Without  with  fiusulty  we  codd 
he  can  diffuse  important  instructions  among  never  advance  a  single  step  in  the  path  of  meo- 
mankind,  throughout  succeeding  generations. —  tal  improvement  If  the  informatioa  we  ori- 
In  short,  he  can  Took  back,  and  trace  the  moat  me-  ginally  derive  through  the  medium  of  the  senset 
morable  events  which  have  happened  in  the  world  were  to  vanidi  the  moment  the  objects  are  re- 
since  time  began ;  he  can  survey  the  present  as-  moved  from  our  immediate  perception,  we 
pect  of  the  moral  world  among  all  nations  ; — he  should  be  lefl  as  devoid  of  knowledge  as  if  we 
can  penetrate  beyond  the  limits  of  all  that  is  had  never  existed.  But,by  the  power  of  memo* 
visible  in  the  immense  canopy  of  heaven,  and  ry,  we  can  treasure  up,  as  in  a  storehouse,  die 
ran^  amidst  the  infinity  of  unknown  systems  greater  part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  ideas,  no- 
and  worlds  dispersed  throughout  the  boundless  tions,  reasonings,  and  perceptions  whidi  we 
regions  of  creation,  and  he  can  overleap  the  formerly  acquired,  and  render  them  tabservient 
bounds  of  time,  and  expatiate  amidst  future  to  our  future  progress  in  intellectual  attaimnents. 
scenes  of  beauty  and  sublimity,  which  "  eye  And  it  is  probable,  that  even  a  human  spirit,  in 
hath  not  seen,*'  throughout  the  countless  ages  of  the  vigorous  exercise  of  the  Acuities  with  which 
eternity.  it  is  now  furnished,  may  go  forward,  dirou^  an 
What  an  immense  multitude  of  ideas,  in  rela-  interminable  duration,  marking  continual  aoces- 
lion  to  such  subjects,  must  the  mind  of  such  a  sions  to  its  stores  of  knowledge,  without  lonBg 
person  as  Lard  Bacon  have  contained  !  whose  one  leading  idea,  or  portion  of  information  iHiioh 
mental  eye  surveyed  the  whole  circle  of  human  it  had  previously  acquired, 
science,  and  who  pointed  out  the  path  by  which  The  power  of  memory  in  retaining  past  im- 
every  branch  ofknowledge  may  be  carried  towards  pressions,  and  its  susceptibility  of  improremeBl, 
perfection !  How  sublime  and  diversified  must  are  vastly  greater  than  is  generaDy  imagiiwd. 
have  been  the  range  of  thought  pursued  by  the  In  many  individuals,  both  in  ancient  and  is 
immortal  JNfewton !  whose  capacious  intellect  modem  times,  it  has  been  found  in  such  a  alata 
seemed  to  grasp  the  vast  system  of  universal  na-  of  perfection,  as  to  excite  astonishment,  and  al- 
lure, who  weighed  the  ponderous  masses  of  the  most  to  transcend  belief.  It  is  reported  of  S«iio> 
planetary  globes,  and  unfolded  the  laws  by  which  ca,  that  he  could  repeat  two  thousand  versea  tt 
their  diversified  phenomena  are  produced,  and  once,  in  their  order,  and  then  begin  at  the  «■! 
their  motioas  directed !  and  rehearse  them  badtwards,  without  iniasin|  it 
«'Bi.  white  on  this  dlmVt>wh«a»oitali  ton.  iii^leiyUable  Cyrus  is  «d  to  have  be^^ 
ClMWtn4aft,--lltomlfotini'siim^]awi  cootll  emyindindiMlarhiinnnoroai  araylf 
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Cyaen,   who   «u  nl  bj     who  wu  bon  btM,ud  who  aiM  rapwt  tb" 
a .i._^ J-       ■holooflbeOklui-'"-     "    -         "   ' 


rcrj  Dwt  daj  (fgr  ha  arriTil,  Imh  ginniD|iD«id  ;  ud  nWoilf  Bibiiicoiild  npHI 

■!«  Hbud  bf  ibgir  buiki,  ill  iha  uij  pwlieulir  duptw  er  avM  IhU  inifhi  b* 

id  lb*  wbcdg  gtder  of  thg  |nitl«Kn  io  piupoud  (i>  bim,  tha  Bmm  ifiar  il  wu  •past- 

UuhtidUH,   who'  gavarned  mcDiy-  |wi|. 

<w,  •Urfdifirml  linguuH,  couU         ThuFi  it  .rip^jrt  Ihil  n>.oi.i>ol<mlj[K«»B>* 

■kb  nwy  OM  of  Hum  in  tfafir  own  of  m  ttrd.:i,i  duJirc  »firi  Imowlcdgo,  bul  U  en- 

•     An  uir.rnl  luiliut  ii.niiiui.i  ..i:e  U»>'d  wiii.  iIik  inai  pcnoiroiing  >»1  (apuioun 


nberal'  (orif  Ibaatnal,  tad  Ciund,  lo  bt  cuildd  <vilk  uniDUnnpUid  iciiiil]',  tfarouib. 

ihuenL,  ihu  hi  could  npcii  ih«B  bII  out  m  unceMiiiir  duratiun.     And,  la  il  poaible 

bo  bagiiining.  in  tho  order  in  ohich  huLoi  of  the  Ocit;,  ili&t  ilio  einciao  oT  lucti 
disuieJ.  pbwan  i.  idwudeJ  toba  conlinnlxiiblntbeDar- 
ini  linn,  there  Ii»t«  tikenuw  bern  ro-  limiii  of  lima,  and  Id  iha  coolnioled  iphara 
uiata  of,  eilmorduiary  powen  of  te-  of  iju  torrMuoom  elubo  } 
Dr.  W^Ii*,  in  (  pipor  in  iha  PbiloKH  ^ 

umciions,  nfornu  at  ihai  ho  aitricuid        "  Si;,  can  k  kiuI  paiMu'd 

MK  of  tha  nutnbei  Otnt,  evrn  to  thiily  i'f^^  "'im'U'iil?^fl""''Ml?''h'  '"'"'* 

dacimali,  bj  Uio  help  of  hi>  memofy  Of •pinwdMc'liw  ihmuih  thelt  mbm l *bUt 

[iglii  B<iUii,  an  [Kilian,  had  rud  all  Aud  Hum  [or  ovec  lull  In  nwil  ali  I" 

of  ihuia  wbicb  osro  j>ubliili«l   b<-  Such  ■  coocluaioii  mver  tan  bo  aJnitlad  nhilt 

could    not   only  give   an  acroual  of  wa  msgniaolha  diHiiily  «a  poaaiwHid  of  bound- 

eonUiiied  in  each  «ulhor,  but  coutd  ■'«  goodiion  tai  uwrrinK  "isJoni.     Il  ht  iIh 

Vom  n«inat7,  quota  tha  chapter,  mo.  piwinca  of  goodneaa  to  gnliff  thoao  poro  lad 

page  of  any  book  ho  had  read,  and  axlent  deavH  n-liich  il  bu  implanted  in  tbe  loal ; 

'  lutbur'i  own  wordi,  in  rafcrence  to  lid  it  ii  llio  ftrt  of  oiidDtn  to  prDparlloBSW 

lo  publiih,  ud  aflar  it  had  bean  n.  Rnod  10  a  Diare  pnint  in  duratioB,  ia  il  mdotal 
Jled  upoo  bin  aomi  al^arwanh,  pia-  'o  auppoaa,  thai  loliniiB  Wiadom  would  hi*o  co- 
la Hriio  doHad  tha  bunan  aoul  wiih  powan  and  cipaet 
{  whan,  tiaaaoinarve]louaan[taubJin»,andbiadeaoinai7 
prito,  ha  wrola  il  orar  tccuralaly  graal  praparationi  and  irrangamanla  far  proiml- 
word,  die  BUK  as  in  i)ie  nunuicripl  lug  ila  phjaical  and  moral  porfeelioD  7  To  acqui- 
il  him,  M.  Euler,  a  lata  celebnUad  ™"  >"  "ioh  a  luppoaition,  would  ha  to  degrada 
eiu  and  phila»pher,  who  died  in  ihadiTinewiadonuidinlglligaacabalawIbalanl 
log  loti  hia  light  by  too  inren.ie  ap-  of  <he  wiadom  of  man,  and  lo  imputo  inparlea- 
.atiHly,afrerwar<Iiconipoiedhii"Ele-  tion  and  folly  to  Him  who  U  "  tha  ooly  wiie 
Algebra,"  utd  ■  work  "  Oa  Ih«  ino-  God."  Foi,  io  ilia  canducl  of  human  baingi, 
fllwplaiiolirymotioo«,"lhalr8qui«d  "«  unifirnnly  regard  it  a*  an  aiidenca  of  follj, 

bf  hii  neonry  alooo,  to  Iha  admita-  vagut  macliioe,  which  eiibac  acoomplialiea  no 

■toaiahment  eran  of  the  philoaophie  end,  oi  no  end  wonhy  cf  the  Bipnae  and  labour 

iditalion,  and  bia  powen  r£  reaaooing  daaigo  lo  Uio  adorable  Cieatgr  of  tha  imiroiaa, 

crimiaatiM  wen  equally  acuta  and  we  muit  admit,  Ihal  be  baa  not  &Rnod  Iba  aool 

He  waa  alas  an  aicellant  claiaical  of  man  for  Ifaia  lartaalrial  acaoa  oioiu,  bnl  baa 

d  eeold  repeat  the  £neiil  of  Virgil  deatiuad  )1  to  a  alue  of  progreaaJTa  inpnin- 

Bl  line  of  aTery  page  of  ihe  edition  be  Thii  oeoduaiin  will  appear  atiD  DM)ra  sridaM, 

ban  cmmrMd  with  aa  indiridual,  ifweconaidar  the  andlaaa  romilof hwinaai and 

can,  and  iba  nuneroiia  baidabipa  lo  which  Iha 

»ptrsTer»Llb'l<  PluVaVaLHln.Ae.  hulk  of  oaokiad  an  aulnaeUd  in  lb*  praaaM 

[t-Adv.  aw*,  whid  panKlbahlandTJimwaM^ 
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CIM  of  the  utellectual  powers  on  those  objects  all  beyond,  in  the  universal  syslen,  wftkli  n^ 

which  are  congenial  to  the  ardent  desires,  and  tends  through  ihe  immeuurabie  tracts  of  infiiiitr 

the  noble  faculties  of  the  human  soul.    The  space,  is  darkness  and  uncertainly, 

greater  part  of  mankind,  in  the  present  circum-  Can  it,  then,  be  supposed,  that  a  soul  fimwb- 

stances  of  their  terrestrial  existence,  have  their  ed  with  such  noble  powers  and  capacities,  capa* 

time  and  attention  almost  wholly  absorbed  in  bleef  traversing,  the  realm  of  creation,  of  o^niac 

counteracting  the  evils  incident  to  their  present  new  prospects  into  the  unbounded  regioas  oi 

condition,  and  in  making  provision  for  the  wants  truth  iJtat  lie  before  it,  and  of  appreciating  the 

of  their  animal  natures ;  and,  consequently,  the  perfections  of  the  Sovereign  of  the  universe—a 

fiill  gratification  of  the  appetite  for  knowledge,  soul  fired  with  ardent  desires  after  kiiowl«|j|ge, 

is  an^bsolute  impossibility,  amidst  the  pursuits  panting  after  new  discoveries  of  trutii  and  of  the 

and  the  turmoils  connected  with  the  present  scene  grandeur  of  the  Divinity,  unsatisfied  wkh  all  its 

•f  things.    If  we  likewise  consider  the  difficulty  past  aitainmenis,  and  contemplating  a  boundless 

of  directing  the  mind  in  the  pursuit  of  substan-  unexplored  prospect  before  it— should  be  cast  off 

tial  knowledge,  and  the  numerous  obstructioas  firom  existence,  and  sink  into  eternal  anaihUa- 

which  occur  in  our  researches  after  truth,  amidst  tion,  at  the  moment  when  its  capacities  were 

the  omtradictory  opinions,  the  jarring  interests,  just  beginning  to  eapand,  when  its  desires  were 

tad  the  wi^ward  passions-  of  men,— if  we  con-  moat  ardent,  and  when  the  scenes  of  imBMoaitj 

aider  the  imperfections  of  our  senses,  and  the  and  eternity  were  just  opening  to  its  view  7    If 

ftUacies  to  whiah  they  are  exposed — the  preju-  such  a  suppositioa  could  be  admitted,  aaan  wouki 

dices  and  the  passions  which  seduce  us  into  er-  be  the  most  inexplicable  pheaomenoD  in  the  noi' 

vor — how  readily  we  embrace  a  glittering  phan-  verse  ;  hia  existence  an  un&thomable  nyateiy  ^ 

torn  for  a  substantial  truth— and  how  soon  our  and  there  could  be  no  conceivable  mode  of  reoon- 

^irits  faint  tmder  the  pressure  of  intense  appU-  eiling  his  condition  and  destiaatioa  with  the  wm' 

eation  lo  mental  pursuits, — we  shall  be  convino-  dom,  the  rectitude,  and  the  benemleBea  of  hia 

ed,  that,  in  this  sublunary  sphere,  there  is  no  Creator.* 
aoope  for  the  foil  exercise  of  the  intellectual 

powers,  and  that  the  present  world  must  be  only  — — 
•  frtpearatory  scene  to  a  higher  state  of  exist- 

OKe.    Besides,  even  in  those  cases  where  every  SECTION  FV.^ 
faquisite  for  the  acquisition  of  knowledge  is  pes- 
■eased    where  leisure,  wealth,  education,  books, 
inatrumeDta,  and  all  the  assistances  derived  from 
learned  associations,  are  conjoined  with  the  most 

aplendid  inteUeetual  endowments,  how  feeble  are  ^,  a  supplement  to  the  preceding  atvumn, 

the  efforts  of  the  most  penetratmg  and  energetic  ^          ^  ^„,^j^  that  <Ae  sou/  a/ m«i  <9^  «a 

mud,  and  hownarrow  the  boundary  within  which  ^  ^,^^^  of  making  a  perpetual progr^tcwt^ 

Its  views  are  confined !    The  brightest  genius,  ^^^.^^^^  ^^^  ^^  perfeclum,  and  ofmMmg 

■tandmg on  the  highest  eminence  to  which  sci-  j-^^  -^                     ^j^  ^        iithUa^ 

ence  can  transport  h.m,  contemplitfes  a  bonnd-  •'^^i^ity  of  etcr  arriving  ai  a  bmmdary  to  iU 

te«  prospect  of  olqects  and  events,  the  knowledge  ,^,,i^.    In  the  present  state  we  pereeive  no 

•f  which  he  can  never  hope  to  attain,  while  he  y^^-^^  ,^   ,^^  excursions  of  the  inlteOect,  but 

iS  chained  down  to  the  limits  of  this  terrestrial  ^^ose  which  arine  from  its  eomiexion  wiUi  a» 

Ml.    His  mental  eye  beholds  an  unbounded  and  ^^j^jj   ^^    ^^  ^         ^hich  ia  chained  doiw, 

diversified  scene  of  objects,  operations,  relations  „  -^             ^^  ^  ^^^^      ■       .^  ^            — 


OV  THX  PERPETUAL  PEO«mESS  OF  TRX  tOmW 
TOWXABS  PEEPBCTION. 


ahanges,  and  revohitions,  beyond  the  hmits  of  ^    „f  ^^^^^     Up  to  Ihe  latest  period  of  iit 

aU  that  1.  vis*  e  to  the  eye  of  sense  :  he  catches  connexion  with  time,  it  is  capable  rf  acouiriu 

an  occasional  glimpse  of  objects  and  of  scenes  „^^  accessions  of  knowledgV^higbeTamSK 

which  were  previously  lavolved  in  obscurity,  ho  „^„t,  -^  ^-         ^  ^^„  ^^^^  J^j^  ^^ 
■trains  his  mental  sight,  stretches  forward  with 

eagerness  to  grasp  at  new  discoveries,  descries  .  goeh  considerations,  as  those  which  I  have  mw 

aome  openings  which  direct  his  view  into  the  re-  adduced,  seem  to  have  made  a  powerftil  impressiss 

virnisorinfinitvandnternitv— ^  utill  rpstlmunnd  ^P®**  the  minds  of  the  philosophers  of  antlaO^*^ 

gtons  OI  mnnity  and  eterniy—fcstui  restless  and  ..  ^^^^ ,  censider,"  says  Glcero,  "  the  woadeiSl 

unsatisfied — perceives  all  his  Knowledge  to  be  activity  of  the  mind,  so  inreat  a  memoiy  of  wbatii 

■ere  shreds  and  patches,  or  like  a  fow  dim  tapers  P«ut,  and  such  a  rapacity  of  penetraUna  iafo  tM 

•».Li.t  «k.  ...»»...»i:.^  «i.^«^_-;.  .w«n«;«/.<i^  \u^*  future ;  when  I  behold  siich  a  nnmber  of  axta  •■§ 

tmidat  the  surrounding  gloom— is  convinced  that  sciences,  and  such  a  multltode  of  dlBcoverieathaMa 

bia  present  faculties  are  too  weak  and  limited,  arlslnff;  I  believe,  and  am  firmly  persuaded,  tlaft£ 

and  that  he  must  be  raised  to  a  sublimer  station,  »*»"^  ^^^  contains  so  many  things  wttbla  f 


t^-^  -  1,^  -^„  |.,i|„  _,.„  ,K.  m— ifc.*«#  »k;^..  <»nn»i  be  mortal."    Cicero  d«  Smuctmie.  Cap.  Mi^ 

Mbre  he  can  fiiUy  grasp  the  magaiflcant  objects  xnd  if  this  argument  appeared  strona  even  l?Clea- 

which  lie  hid  in  the  unexplored'  regioDS  of  im-  to*s  time,  it  has  received  a  vast  accesnon  of  stnogll; 

Miaitii      All  hi«  nrMflnt  viaws  md  nrtMOActfl  ^'^  ^^  numerous  arts,  solencea,  mventiook  wm 
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van]  perfsctioo  ;  and  the  infiottyof  the  CnaSar,  qn'vk  vnceawiaoB,  art  inly  to  rtntim  'n^ir  fint 
■nd  the  unmensity  of  that  onirerse  over  which  he  ni.iinienr«  of  esLfteare  here,  tiki  4r<r««iviii  r^ 
prtndes,  present  a  fiftki  in  which  it  may  fiir  ever  b^  iranspianred  uuo  a  on^rc  Omoifiv  cmufff, 
aipiiiate,  and  an  aneroblage- of  objects  on  which  where  they  laey  n\m*d  zmi  diAtrinh  rn  a.i  wnrnii  v  f 
ita  powers  may  be  ince«MntJv  exercised,  with^*  **  Thnre  ii  nor.  in  aiy  opwioo.  a  vb^*-.  pi««s- 
em  the  moal  distaut  proepecl  of  ever  arriving  ar  in;*  ami  rnimphaiit  mon0i«ntifM  u  rmiiUA  liian 
^boiaidary  to  intorfupt  its  iatelieciual  career.  rhi«.  of  the  p^rpeuiai  prr^^gpfn  whtrh  r:.e  arAj 
As  I  oanoot  illustrate  this  topic  in  iiv^re  be«i>>  nuk*^  towvrfji  (he  p^trfirt ina  r/irs  f)s'u''i>,  wi*/-.. 
tiMand  forcible  lanf^age  than  has  bet*n  aheady  o'jt  *-vrr  arrivlnj;  at  a  CHtrfid  in  iL  To  I'j'jk  ii{j#,a 
doM  by  a  edriirated  Essayist,  I  shall  tske  the  th^  smu  as  j' tin/ on  from  sfrea^ph  fo  ■ir'-n^h; 
libcrfy  of  quoting  bis  words. — "  Huw  can  it  en-  to  cnikAuiKr  iha:  shit  is  Ut  ihiiM  fer  «v*r  wrn  o#!w 
tar  into  the  thoaghts  of  nian7*  says  this  ehegaac  arce^i«aa  f£  i^Imt.  aofi  bnijbtea  lo  Sii  errmity, 
,  arilsr,  **  that  the  soul,  which  is  oapeble  of  such  tha:  «he  will  h«  ttu\  SiMing  mgum  to  *iri;«,  sjid 
JMinMiifi  peHectians,  and  of  receiring  new  in>-  knowledge  Ut  JutowV^^E^,  csrri^^  in  it  •r«OT<tfhing 
pfweoienta  to  all  eternity,  shall  fsli  away  into  wond«rf  ilJy  azrceabie  to  ihat  smbiri/A  «Kirh  m 
aolhiaf  alnuat  as  soon  as  it  is  created  ?  Are  aaiural  to  rhe  mind  '/  man.  Nav,  ir  mii«r  be  a 
aril  abilities  made  iur  no  purpose  ?  A  brute  prospect  pi^asinj  'o  God  hims«lf  to  se^  h.«  cr»^ 
arrires  at  a  paint  of  perieclion  which  he  can  tir«  fjreferh^airifvini;  iahiseve*.  s/H 'ir»-«iii|^ 
unr  P****  ^*  *  ^'^^  years  he  has  all  the  en-  nearer  to  him  by  ^eater  defgrws  r/r«•«^mfyaace. 
dovnenta  he  is  capable  ef ;  and  were  he  to  live  "  Mefhiaks  this  «:otEl«  constfiTrafioo  U  lim 
ten  ttiHwifinH  nuire,  would  be  the  same  thing  he  progress  of  a  finite  spint  trt  frsrft^jugii  wiU  be 
ti  tt  present.  Were  a  human  soul  thus  at  a  suficient  to  extiasjmsh  ail  emy  in  tafi^or  aa- 
I  aud  n  her  aocoaplishmeats,  were  her  facuhies  tures,  and  all  eootenery  in  sapen^vr.  That  che- 
tobe  fiiil  Uawn,  and  incapable  of  fiutber  eaUrga-  rDbi■^  which  now  arpears  as  a  god  lo  a  Miamn 
nmts,  I  coold  imagine  it  might  &11  away  iaseo-  soul,  knows  very  weii  that  the  period  wiu  roam 
tftlfi  and  drop  at  once  into  a  state  of  acnihila-  about  in  eternity,  when  the  baman  soui  shiall  be 
tkn.  But  can  we  belioTe  a  thinking  being,  that  as  perfect  ss  be  himself  now  is :  nay,  wfjen  sha 
is  io  a  perpetual  progress  of  improvensents,  and  shall  look  down  upon  that  degree  of  peiidrtian  m 
tavelliag  on  from  periection  to  perfection,  afW  much  as  she  now  fa,!!s  short  of  it.  It  is  true  the 
laring  jnst  locked  abroad  into  the  works  of  the  higher  na:ure  still  advances,  and  by  that  means 
Craator,  and  made  a  few  discoveries  of  his  in&  preserves  his  distance  and  superiority  in  the  scale 
>ite  froodnesn,  wisdom  and  power,  must  perish  in  of  being  :  but  he  knows  how  high  soever  the  sin- 
ter frst  setting  out,  and  in  the  very  begumingof  tioo  is,  of  whi:h  be  stands  possessed  at  present, 
iter  inquiries  f  the  interior  nature  will  at  lensih  mount  up  to  it, 
"A  man,  considered  in  his  present  state,  and  shine  forth  in  the  same  degree  of  glonr. 


only  sent  into  the  world  to  propagate  his  "  Witli  what  astrjnkihm«nt  and  vetiereiioa 

bad.    He  provides  himself  with  a  successor,  may  we  look  into  our  own  souls,  wher«!  there  are 

isd  immediately  quits  his  post  to  make  room  for  such  hidden  stures  of  virtu*:  and  know'ied^,  such 

faiai :—  inexhausted  sources  of  peKcctimi  ?    We  know 

Belr  urges  on  his  predecessor  beh;  noc  yet  wUt  we  shall  be,  n«jr  will  it  ever  enter 

Uke  wave  Unpellfag  wave.  -^^  „^  j.^^  ^^^  ^  ^^^^^^^  ^^^  ^^  ^ 

He  does  not  seem  bore  to  enjoy  Kfe,  but  to  deti-  will  be  always  in  reserve  tx  him.     I'hn   soid 
ver  it  down  to  others.     This  is  not  sarprising  to  considered  with  iu  Creator^  is  like  one  of  those 
CQQsider  in  animals,  which  are  formed  for  our  matlicraaiiral  lines  that  may  draw  nearer  lo  aiK 
use,  and  can  finish  their  business  in  a  short  life,  other  for  all  eternity    without   a  posfibiliiy  of 
The  silh-worm,  after  having  spun  her  task,  lays  touching  it :  and  can  there  be  a  thought  so  trans- 
hsr  eggs  and  dies.    But  a  man  tan  never  have  porting,  as  to  consider  ourselves   in  these  |»er> 
taken  in  his  full  measure  of  knowledge,  has  not  petual  approaches  to  Him  who  is  not  only  the 
time  to  subdue  his  passions,  esablish  his  soul  in  standard  of  perfoction  but  ef  hapf  mess  .'*'* 
wtue,  and  come  up  to  the  perfoction  of  his  na- 
ture, before  he  is  hin-ried  off  the  stage.    Would  ^-^— 
m  infinitely  wise  Being  make  such  glorious  crea- 

toresfor  so  mean  a  purpose  ?    Can  he  delipht  SECTION  V« 
in  the  pioduction  of  such  abortive  intelligences, 

flocli  short-lived  reasonable  beings  ?     Would  he  on  rnc  UHLimrsD  rahqe  or  view  which 

give  «M  talents  that  are  not  to  be  exerted?  capa-  is  opened  to  the   humah  racvLTiES 


Ihat  are  never  to  be  gratified  ?     How  can         throuohout  the  iicacEirtiTY  or  space 
iM  6nd  that  wisdom,  which  shines  through  all  his  and  or  duration. 


— .—  in  the  formation  of  man,  without  k>oking  ,..,.,                * 

m  Ibis  world  as  a  nursery  for  the  next  ?  and  be-  The  unlimited  range  of  view  which  is  opened 

that  the  several  generations  of  rational  *«  ^  *»uman  imagination  throughout  the  immen- 

rise  up  and  disappear  in  snch  -•qpectatac.sol.t. 
4 
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tity  ofspace  and  of  duratioo,  and  the  knowledge        Our  views  of  the  universe,  however,  ar«  mi 

we  are  capable  of  acquiring  respecting  the  dis-  confined  to  the  system  with  which  we  are  nan 

tant  regions  of  the  universe,  are  strong  presump-  immediately  connected.  Every  star  which  tin» 

tions  aJnd  evidences  of  the  eternal  destination  of  Ides  in  the  canopy  of  heaven,  is,  on  good  grounb, 

man.  concluded  to  he  a  tun^  and  the  centre  of  a  dm^ 

If  (he  universe  consisted  solely  of  the  globe  on  nificent  syst'em  similar  to  our  own ;  and  perhafa 

which  we  dwell,  wi'h  its  appendages,  and  were  surrounded  wi'h  worlds  more  spacious  and  sple^ 

the  spaces  with  which  it  is  siirroundud  nothing  did  than  any  of  the  planetary  globes  whicb  ire 

more  than  an  immense  void,  it  would  not  appear  are  permitted  to  contemplate.    Nearly  a  tbou* 

surprising  were  the  existence  of  man  tuteruiinate  sand  of  these  systems  are  visible  to  every  ob* 

in  the  tomb.     After  having  traversed  this  earthly  server,  when  he  directs  his  eye,  in  a  dear  wintsr*! 

ball  fur  eighty  or  a  hundred  ycurs,  and  surveyed  nijzht,  to  the  vault  of  heaved.    Beyond  all  that  ii 

all  the  varieties  on  its  surface;  after  having  ex*  visible  to  the  ifnassisted  eye,  a  common  telescope 

periencttd  many  of  the  physical  and  moral  evils  enables  us  to  discern  several  thousands  mora, 

connected  with  its  present  constitution,  and  felt  With  higher  degrees  of  magnifying  power,  ten 

tliat    *'  all  is  vanity  and  vexation  of  spirit,"  and  thousands  more,  which  lie  scattered  «l  imnea> 

that  no  higher  prospect,  and  no  further  scope  for  aurable  distances  beyond  the  former,  may  still  be 

the  exercise  of  his  faculties  were  presented  to  described.   With  the  best  instrumenia  vrfiich  art 

view ;  he  would  be  ready  to  exclaim  with  Job,  has  hitherto  consixucied,  many  miUiont  have 

**  I  loathe  it,  I  would  not  live  alway ;    let  me  been  detected  in  the  different  regions  of  the  aky 

alone,  for  my  days  are  vanity:  my  soul  chooseth  —leaving  us  no  room  to  doubt,  that  hundreds  of 

strangling    and    death,    rather  than  my  life."  millions  more,  which  no  human  eye  will  ever  dit' 

To  rtm  the  same  tiresome  round  of  giddy  plea-  cem  in  the  present  state,  are  dispersed  throogb- 

■ures,  and  to  gaze  perpetually  on  the  same  un-  out  the  illimitable  tracta  of  creation.    So  that  no 

varied  objects,   from  one  century  to  another,  limitsappear  to  the  scene  of  Creating  Power,  apd 

without  the  hope  of  future  enjoyment,  would  a^  to  that  vast  empire  over  which  the  moral  govern- 

fold  no  gratification  commensurate  with  the  de-  ment  of  the  Almighty  extends.     Aroiikl  this 

■ires  and  capacities  of   the  human  mind.    Its  boundless  scene  of  Divine  Wisdom  and  Omnipo- 

puwers  would  languish,  its   energies  would  be  tence,  it  is  evident,  that  the  soul  might  expatiate 

destroyed,  its  progress  to  perfection  would  be  for  in  the  full  exercise  of  its  energies,  during  ages 

ever  interrupted,  and 'it  would  roam  in  vain  numerous  as  the  drops  of  the  ocean,   without 

amidst  the  stimiunding  void  in  quest  of  objects  ever  arriving  at  a  boundary  to  intenupt  its  ei* 

to  stimulate  its  activity.  cursions. 

But.  beyond  the  precincts  of  this  eartlily  scene.         Now,  it  ought  to  be  carefully  remaiked,  in  llw 

*^  a  wide  and  unbounded  prospect  Viea  before  us ;"  first  place,  that  God  endowed  the  mind  of  mas 

and  the  increasing  light  of  modem  science  has  with  those  faculties  by  which  he  has  been  entp 

enabled  us  to  penetrate  into  its  distant  regions,  bled  to  compute  the  bulk  of  the  earth,  to  deter- 

and  to  contemplate   some  of  its  sublime  and  mine  the  size  and  distances  of  the  planets,  and  le 

glorious  objects.    Within  the  limits  of  the  solar  make  all  the  other  discoveries  to  which  I  doss 

s)rsiem  of  which  our  world  forms  a  part,  there  allude.    In  the  course  of  his  provirleBee  be  led 

have  been  discovered  twenty-nine  planetary  bo-  the  human  mind  into  that  tram  of  thought,  and 

dies,  which  contain  a  mass  of  matter  more  than  paved  the  way  for  those  inventions  by  neans  of 

two  thousand  five  hundred  times  greater  than  the  which  the  grandeur  and  extent  of  his  operatioai 

earth,  besides  the  numerous  comets,  which  are  in  the  distant  regions  ofspace  have  been  opened 

traversing  the  plenetary  regions  in  all  directions,  to  uur  view,    [t,  therefore,  appears  to  have  beco 

and  the  immense  globe  of  the  aun^  which  is  like  his  tot//  and  tn/en/ian,  (hat  the  glories  of  hie  eA> 

a  universe  in  itself,  and  which  is  five  hundred  pire,  in  the  remote  spaces  of  creation,  sbould  be, 

times  larger  than  the  earth  and  all  the  planets  in  some  measure,  unveiled  to  the  inhabitanH  of 

and  comets  taken  together.     These  bodies  differ  our  world. 

from  each  other  in  their  magnitude,  distances         Again,  when  the  soul  has  once  got  a  glin|Me 

and  motions,  and  in  the  scenery  with  which  their  of  the  magnificence  and  immensity  of  creatiiiHii 

surfaces  are  diversified ;  and  some  of  them  are  it  feels  the  most  ardent  denrt  to  have  the  «eil| 

encircled  with  objects  the  most  splendid  and  su-  whidi  now  interposes  between  us  and  the  re> 

blime.     They  appear  to  be  fiimiihed  with  every  mote  regions  of  the  universe,  withdrawn,  tad 

thing  requisite  for  the  accommodation  of  iniel-  to  contemplate  at  a  nearer  distance  the   ipli 

lectual  beings, — are    capable  of    containing  a  dours  of   those   worlds   whose  suns  we  befaeM 

population  many  thousands  of  tiroes  greater  than  twinkling  from  afar.     A  thousand  oonjeelnnt 

that  of  our  world,  and  are  doubtless  replenished  and  inquiries  are  suggested  to  the  miad,  in  i^ 

witn  myriads  uf  rational  inhabitants.     Within  lation  to  the  systems  and  worlds  which  are  dii^ 

the  limits  of  this  system  the  soul  of  man  would  persed  through  the  immensity  of  apace.    Am 

find  full  scope  for  the  exertion  of  all  its  powers,  aU  those  vast  globes  peopled  with  inhabilMlil 

cip>citieii aad activitiee, duriiif  > leriee of agea.  Arethey  cooBected  togeibaryiiMlirihe 
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Am  dM«  Uabi  '    ~ 


•at  Am  dMir  MhahUaati  pm  aoral  iotoi-  mlb  on  ?    Wbai  an  Om  frud  ud  uliioMta  d»> 

%MH%  or  «m  ihaj  •ipotad  to  Ike  inrotiU  of  eigot  to  be  «ccoi»pli«ho4  ty  thia  a— owe  tioom 

ihyMMl  aad  ■mal.  evilf    What  aro  lh»  fr»-  fak^  of  roatorial  and  iotoUoctiial  baingt,  and  ii 

diiieai  of  rank  or  of  JaioHoot  which  eaut  among  man  never  u>  b«hoU  ihia  woodroua  acene  a  little 

Aaaf    What  corraopondeoce  do  iheycarry  on  miira  urtfolded  ? 

viih  olhor  ptrorimcem  of  the  Divine  empire?  InqiiiriMof  ihiadflecriptioo,to  whichnosatia^ 

What  diaeoverieo  have  ihej  made  of  the  peiw  factory  an*  wen  can  be  expected  en  the  preeent 

ieotiane  of  IMiy,  of  the  phui  of  hia  goveminenty  aiate,  nii};ht  be  multiplied  to  an  indefinite  extent. 

Md  of  iha  ostont  of  hia  dominion* f  Wiih  what  The  mnA  nf  man  is  astooi>hed|  overwhelmed, 

^pocM  of  anrporral  vehiclea  do  they  hold  a  and  bewildered  at  the  imrooaailjr  of  the  acene 

miraopoadaBBo  with  the  amferiai  wurid  9  With  whidi  ia  opened  befiyre  U,    and  at  once  per- 

vhat  offaaa  of  poreapiioa,  and  with  what  pow-  oeiveo,  that,  in  order  to  acquire  a  oomprehensivo 

«a  of  iatallact  are  thejr  fiimithedf     What  fa-  knowled^^e  of  the  character  and  attributea  of  the 

diAiroDt  froa  thoae  of  man  Divinity— to  penetrate  into  the  depths  of  hia 

•■d  by  what  lawa   are  their  plan^  and  <^>eraiione— «id  to  contemplate  the  foU 

ragolatod  7     Do  benifBity  glory  of  hia  empire, — ages  numerooa  aa  the  alara 

'bsamljpoai  their  eoBntenancea,  of  hieavea  are  requisite,  and  that,  if  no  future  e»> 

(joy  parpetnaUyowmplvra  their  isteooa  awaiu  it  beyond  the  grata,  itaardaot 

bmrtaf    What  eapaekiea  lor  rapid  oMwemaot  deairea  aAer  progreaairo  improreaBant  and  fel^ 

da  ihc^  ^aaaaaa  I    Aro  they  eonfiiasd  within  dm  city,  and  its  hopea  of  baonming  Bmre  fully  ae> 

llHila  of  a  aiafb  globe  lUca  onra,  or  can  they  quainted  witli  the  univerae  and  ita  Author,  mnat 

4f  fram  oB*  vmld  lo  another,  on  the  winga  of  end  in  oiemal  disappoinimcnL 

aasraphf    What  aaagaifioent  landscapea  adorn  Again,  the  mind  of  man  ta  not  only  anjaated 

^  plaeaa  «f  fbair  rcaidence?    What  eeleatial  with  ardent  deairea  after  a  more.  fiiU  diacloaiana 

flwiaa  am  hong  eat  for  their  eontemplation  in  of  the  wonders  of  this  boondlena  aeeoe,  6«il  ia 

Aa OMHpy  af  bMVSttf    What  Tisible  diaplaya  ewlaioed  wkh  eapadthnfir  aequiriag  «n  twrff^' 

af  iha  piaaanuM  and  agency  of  their  Creator  aro  niu  tattent  of  hmdedgM  ntpeetimg  tim  S$UmJt  ra> 

fraiMlad  to  ihair  view  f    Bjr  what  meana  aro  fions  of  iho  umvene  and  Uu  ptrfittUm  ^  ka 

Asyaamadfewanlia  their  progren  towards  ID-  Awlkm',     Thuae  who  have  taken  die  moat  exten- 

tslielMl  aad  aaond  parfrctioa?    What  aeioneaa  aivo  ouarsiooa  through  the  field  of  acieaco,  atill 

da  ^tf  wliirain,     what  objeeta  engage  their  find,  that  they  are  capable  of  reeeiviag  aa  addi- 

what  aoloaM  aad  auUime  tion  tn  all  the  knowledge  they  have  hilharto  ac- 
ef  wmMf  aad  adoration  do  they  join?  quired  aa  every  aubject,  and  of  pffoaoputing  k»> 
ahaagao  ar  ravolutiona  hafa  taken  plaea  quiriea -beyond  the  range  of  the  fWblo  ayateo^ 
Ihoaif  What  tranaaetioaa  ckMa  their  prondod  the  meana  of  inveatigatkm  worn  pbead 
laooidf  Whatacenaaof  gk)ry  oroftofw  within  their  reach.  Were  a  hmaaa 'aool  traaa- 
tm  hana  hiaa  dbplayad  towarda  any  pnrtieolar  fKirted  to  a  distant  world,  (or  anuapla,  lo  the 
syataai  orprovinoe  of  this  immense  empire  ?  Are  regions  ef  die  planet  Sohim,— were  it  permitled 
fiia,  diaaaaa,  and  death  altogether  unknown,  and  to  confemplate  at  leiiiure  the  aubiiaie  moremeota 
do  thair  iahabitanta  baak  for  ever  ia  the  regions  of  its  rifl;rs.  and  the  various  pheneroeoa  of  ita 
af  iaaaortality  ?  What  knowledge  do  they  |mm-  momis ;  the  variety  of  landscapes  indiich  diversify 
•aaa  of  the  charader  and  condition  of  the  inha-  its  mirface,  and  the  celestial  scenery  which  ita 
bicaaca  of  oar  gtobe.  and  of  the  ayatem  of  which  fiimament  ditipUys, — were  it  to  minj^e  with  ita 
it  finoa  a  part  f  What  variebf  of  aensif  rve  and  inhabitants,  to  learn  the  lawa  by  which  their  ao- 
il  beings  is  to  be  fouiid  in  the  dilferent  cial  intercourse  is  directed,  the  aeiencea  whick 
of  the  laiverse  ?  What  divoraity  of  ex-  they  cultivate,  the  worship  in  whidi  they  engage, 
r,aaparior  lo  all  that  the  eye  of  man  and  the  leading  tranaactiona  and  eveata  which 
or  his  imagination  can  ceoceive,  is  di»>  their  history  record*— it  wouki  find  no  more  dit 
Ibraofhoot  the  numerooa  worUa  which  ficuliy  in  acquiring  and  treasuring  up  each  idbrw 
tfaia  vaat  empire  1  What  ayatems  ex-  roation,  than  it  now  doea  in  acquiring,  from  the 
iitp  aad  whataeeaea  of  creating  power  are  die-  narrative  of  a  traveller,  a  knowledge  of  the  ooa- 
piiyad  ki  that  hoandleaa  legioo  which  lies  beyond  toms  and  mannera  of  aa  oaknown  tribe  of  awa- 
iBaMli  of  human  Tiaioo  7  At  what  period  m  kiod,  and  ef  the  nature  of  the  geographical  tarn- 
did  diia  oiigbty  labrio  of  the  unirerao  tory  it  poaseaaes.  Were  angelie  —aaaengora 
iato  ezisteoce7  ¥niat  aucceasifo  frooa  a  diouaand  worida,  to  be  daapatehed,  at 
I  haao  taken  pbeeafaMO  the  firat  material  auooeasive  intervale,  to  our  ^lobo,  to  deaeribo  the 
I  hanched  into  eaiataoee  by  the  Onmipo-  natural  and  moral  aoaaery,  and  to  oarrate  the 
iCiaatarf  What  aow  worida  mid  beinga  are  train  of  Divine  diapeaaatiooa  pecidiar  to  each 
aBBaniBg  iaio  ■■'■*"—'  fioas  die  voida  of  worid— there  wouU  bo  aa^de  room  ia  the  hunaa 
»t    ia  tidi  aairirtf  aapanaa  af  creation  to  odnd  lor  treaauring  op  aoch  intoOigaaoe,  aol- 

MiM  nidwtMriayattthaatafaa  af  aeiaaea  whfcii  fc 
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may  have  previously  acquired.    Sacb  informa-  seem  to  hare  been  only  like  a  boy  playing  on  tiM 

tkm  would  neither  annihilate  the  kuowleJae  we  sea  shore,  and  diverting  myself  in  now  and  tbco 

bad  formerly  attained,   nor  prevent  our   further  finding  a  pebble  or  a  prettier  shell  than  ordinary, 

progress  in  intelluctual  acquisitionn.     On   the  while  the  great  ocean  of  truth  lay  all  uodiseovsN 

contrary,  it  would  enlarge   the  capacity  of  the  ed  before  me."     And  is  it  reasonable  to  believe, 

mind,  invigorate  its  faculties,  and  add  a  new  that  after  a  glimpse  of  the  boundless  treasurei 

stimulus  to  its  powers  and  energies.     On   the  of  divine  science  has  flashed  upon  the  mind,  it 

basis  of  such  information,  the  soul   could  tr/ice  is  to  |>a8S  only  a  few  months  or  years  in  ansioM 

newaspects,  and  new  displays  of  Divine  wisKloni,  desire  and  suspense,  and  then  be  extinguished 

intelligence,   and  rectitude,   and  acquire   more  for  ever  ? 

compr«hen!>ive  views  of  the  character  of  God—         It  may  be  farther  observed,  in  connexion  wak 

just  as  it  does,  in  the  mean  time,  from  acontem-  the  preredin<;  remarks — that  the  cnatum  •/  mtA 

pbtion  of  those  objects  and  dispensations  which  a  va»t  univme  must  have  6em  ehi^fy  intemdtitt 

lie  within  its  grasp.     To  such  researches,  inve»-  diaplay  the  perfeetiont  of  the  Deiiy,  andioqfmd 

ligations,  and  intellectual  progressions,  no  boun-  grut{/ic€Uuin  and  feUdty  to  the  intdleduat  teiMgi 

ditry  can  be  assigned,  if  the  soul  be  destined  to  he  hoM  farmed.     The  Creator  stands  in  no  ared 

survive  the  dissolution  of  its  mortal  frame.     It  of  innumerable  assemblages  of  worlcte  and  o( 

only  requires  to  be  placed  in  a  situation  where  inferior  ranks  of  intelligences,  in  order  to  securs 

its  powers  will  be  permitted  to  expatiate  at  large,  or  to  augment  his  felicity.    Innumerable  agst 

and  where  the  physical  and  moral  obstructions  before  the  universe  was  created,  he  existed  oisiv, 

which  in^iede  their  exercise  shall  be  completely  independent  of  every  other  being,  and  infinilsljr 

raoKyved.  ha|»py  in  the  contemplation  of  his  own  oimial 

It  may  be  fiirther  remarked,  oo  the  ground  of  excellences.     No  other  reason,  therefore,  can  bs 

what  has  been  now  stated,  that  all  the  knowledge  assigned  for  the  production  of  the  universe,  bal 

which  oan  be  attained  in  the  present  state,  is  but  the  gratification  of  his  rational  ofl^iring,  and  that 

at  a  drop  to  the  ocean,  when  compared  with  he  might  give  a  display  of  the  infibite  glories  ef 

'*  the  treasures  of  wisdom  and  knowledge"  that  his  nature  to  innumerable  orders  of  intelligcot 

nay  be  acquired  in  the  eternal  world.     The  pro-  creatures.      Ten  thousand  times  ten   thousuid 

portioii  between  the  one  and  the  other  may  bear  suns,  distributed  throughout  thp  regiocw  of  in- 

A  certain  anak>gy  to  the  bulk  of  the  terraqueous  mensity,  with  all  their  splendid  apparaios  oC 

gb^,  when  oonipared  with  the  immensity  of  the  planets,  comets,  moons,  and  ringa,  oan  afford  m 

worMs  and  systems  which  compose  the  universe,  spectacle  of  novelty  to  expand  and  entertain  the 

If  an  tf|/lmls  variefy  of  designs,  of  objects,  and  Eternal  Mind  ;  since  they  all  existed,  in  ihsir 

of  scenery,  exist  in  the  distant  provinces  of  ere-  prototypes,  in  the  plans  and  eonce{»tions  of  ttm 

ation,  as  wo  have  reason  to  believe,  from  the  Deity,  during  the  countless  ages  of  a  past  eier* 

varie^  which  abounds  in  our  terrestrial  system,  nity.    Nor  did  he  produce  these  works  for  lbs 

—if  every  world  be  peopled  with  inhabitant*  of  improvement  and  inlbrmatioo  of  no  being.  TUi 

a  different  species  from  those  of  another,  if  its  amazing  structure  of  the  universe,  then,  with  si 

physical  constitution  and  external  scenery  be  the  sensitive  and  intellectual  enjoyments  oonned* 

peculiar  to  itself,  if  the  dispensations  of  the  Ore-  ed  with  it,  must  have  been  chiefly  deeigned  (ot 

tor  towards  its  inhabitants  be  such  as  have  not  the  instruction  and  entertainment  of  subordinate 

been  displayed  to  any  other  world,  if  "  the  ma-  intelligences,  and  to  serve  as  a  magnifioeot  the- 

nifbld  wisdom  of  God,"  in  the  arrangement  of  atre  on  which  the  energies  of  divine  power  and 

its  destinies,  be  displayed  in  a  manner  b  which  wisdom,  and  the  emanations  of  divine  benev6- 

it  has  never  been  displayed  to  any  other  class  of  lence  might  be  illustriously  displayed.     And  can 

intelligences  ;-^and,  in  short,  if  every  province  we  stippose  that  the  material  universe  will  emli 

of  creation  exhibit  a  pseu^tor  mamfeeiatian  of  the  virhile  intelligent  minds,  for  whose  ii 

Deity— we  may  conclude,  that  all  the  knowleilge  it  was  reared,  are  suffered  to  sink  into 

of  Ghod,  of  his  works  and  dispensations,  which  lation  ? 

can  be  attained  in  the  present  life,  is  but  as  the        Again,  UeannolbeeuhniUed,inemmalmti 

faint  glimnnering  of  a  taper  when  contrasted  with  the  attrUmteM  of  CM,  that  he  wUl  JhtaUj/ 

the  effulgence  of  the  meridian  sun.    Those  who  pairU  the  rational  hopet  emd  deeireM  of  tke 

have  made  the  most  extensive  and  profound  fai-  ssnj,  which  he  himeelfhaa  iwtploHiBdemdehmekA 

veetigations  into  the  wonders  of  nature,  are  the  If  he  had  no  ultimate  design  of  gratifying  lalil 

most  deeply  convinced  of  their  own  ignorance,  al  beings  with  a  more  extensive  display  of  ll* 

and  of  the  boundless  fieMs  of  knowledge  vrhidi  immensity  and  grandeur  of  his  works,  it  it  Mt 

remain  imexplored.    Sir  Isaac  Newton  had  em-  conceivable,  that  hie  would  have  permitted  dMH 

ployed  the  greater  part  of  his  life  in  some  of  the  to  make  those  discoveries  they  have  rinady 

toblimett  investigations  which  can  engage  the  brought  to  light  respecting  the  extent  aad  iSm 

attention  of  the  human  mind, — and  yet  he  d»-  glory  <^  his  empire.    SuchdiaooferieteoiridMk^ 

dared,  a  little  before  hit  death,  "I  do  iMMknoir  have  been  made  without  hit 

wHl  I  Mty  wffttK  la  Mw  irtrii|  Ml  la  vyMiri  nsttiMi  af  wmImsi  ihMa 
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»  bifntelf  bad  infivtad.    And,  there-  bit  fa^iiilUeB  will  arrive  at  their  full  expaoaioa, 

lemuttiDg  the  inbabitanta  of  our  world  and  there  will  be  ample  scope  (or  their  eierdae 

distant  ^ioipse  of  the  boimdiesa  scene  on  myriads  of  objects  and  events  which  are  just 

erations,  he  must  have  intended  to  ex-  now  veiled  in  darkness  and  mystery.    He  will 

I  ardent  desires  which  will  be  j^tified  be  enabled  to  penetrate  more  fully  into  the  plans 

re  world,  and  te  commence  those  trains  and  operations  of  the  divinity— 4o  ^lereeive  new 

I  which  will  be  prosecuted  with  increaa-  aspects  of  the  Eternal  Mind,  new  evolutions  of 

If,  thruu^  eternity,  till  we  shall  be  able  infinite  wisdom  and  design,  new  displaysi  of  om- 

n  and  comprehend  the  contrivance  and  oipoience,  goodness,  and  inteUigenco— and  to 

riches  of  divine  mimi6cence,  the  vast  acquire  a  mure  minute  and  comprehensive  view 

and  the  miracles  of  power  and  intelli-  cif  all  the  attributes  of  the  Deiiy,  and  of  theooo- 

lidi  are  displayed  throufrhom  every  part  nexions,  relations,  and  dependencies,  of  that  vaat 

livarsal  syslean.— To  suppose  that  the  physical  and  moral  system  over  which  his  g»» 

fould  unfold  a  partial  and  imperfect  view  venuaent  extaods. 
anden  of  creation,  and  enkindle  a  ra^ 

\gimg  aatd  dtmrt^  merely  for  the  purpose  

g  ami  tanimiiTiiig  our  e*peeiaiion$f  would 

reaent  the  moral  character  of  the  Deity  SECTION  VI. 
iho  level  of  that  of  a  depiaved  mortal. 

ar;giie  a  species  of  decst/,  of  enty,  and  on  the  moeal  POWKma  or  MAir. 
Mfe|f,  which  ia  allo^ber  repugnant  to 

tder  <^  a  Being  of  infinite  benevolence.  The  moral  powers  with  which  roan  is  endoed 

oodoess  was  the  principal  motive  which  form  a  strong  preemptive  proof  of  his  immortal 

itm  to  bring  us  into  existence,  his  con-  destiny. 

t  be  iafintteljr  removed  from  every  thing  Man  is  formed  for  ocfion,  as  well  as  f<w  eoo- 

oaches  to  envy,  malignity,  or  a  desire  templation.     For  this  purpose  there  are  inteiw 

or  disappoint  the  rational  hopes  of  his  woven  in  his  constiiation,  powers,  principles, 

.     His  general  character,  as  displayed  instincts,  feelings,  and  affectioos,  whidi  have  A 

■works,  leads  us  to  conclude,  that,  in  so  reference  to  his  improvement  in  virtue,  and  which 

taMalixing  the  rational  beings  ha  has  excite  him  to  prooiote  the  happiness  of  othera. 

10  is  both  able  and  willing  **  to  do  to  and  These  powers  and  active  principles,  like  the  in- 

HBoeediag  abundantly  above  all  that  they  tellectual,  are  auaceptible  of  vast  improvement, 

ir  think."    If  he  had  intended  merely  by  attention,  by  exercise,  by  trials  and  difficul- 

i  our  desiros  to  sensitive  enjojnnents  and  ties,  and  by  an  expansion  of  the  intellectual 

Boent  lifo,  the  habitation  of  man  woukl  views.    Such  are  filial  and  fraternal  affectioa, 

lirad  no  more  contrivance  nor  decoration  fortitude,  temperance,  justice,  gratitude,  geoero* 

I  are  requisite  for  the  lion's  den  and  the  aity,  love  of  friends  und  country,  philanthropy, 

»f  the  tiger,  and  no  farther  display  of  and  general  benevolence.    Degenerate  as  our 

ear  of  his  empire  would  have  been  un-  world  has  always  been,  many  striking  examples 

view.  of  such  virtues  have  been  displayed  both  in  an- 

tberefore,  it  appears,  that  the  oaiverse  cient  and  modem  times,  which  demonstrate  the 

ohed  with  innumerable  systems,  and  is  vigour,  expansion,  aad  sublimity  of  the  mora! 

unlimited  in  its  extent— since  God  en-  powers  of  amn. 

mind  of  man  with  those  faculties  by  When  we  behold  men  animated  by  noble  sen- 
has  explored  a  portion  of  its  distant  timents,  exhibiting  sublime  virtues,  and  perfomw 
•eince  the  soul  feels  an  ardent  desire  to  iag  illustrious  actions,— displaying  gf^nerosity 
more  full  disclosure  of  its  grandeur  and  and  bene6oence  in  seasons  of  calamity,  and  tran* 
neo— since  it  is  endued  with  fiirulties  quilliiy  and  fortitude  in  the  midst  of  difl&cuhiet 
of  receiving  an  indefinite  increase  of  and  dangers — desiring  riches  only  for  Um  sake 
(o  on  this  subject— «ince  all  the  know-  of  distributing  them— estimating  places  of  pow^ 
can  acquire  in  the  present  state,  re-  er  and  honour,  only  for  the  sake  of  suppressing 
Iho  operations  and  the  government  of  vice,  rewarding  virtue,  and  promoting  the  pro»> 
to  nothing  when  compared  with  the  perity  of  their  country— enduring  poverty  and 
I  whidi  eternity  may  unfold — since  the  distress  with  a  noble  heroism — suffering  injo- 
aod  its  material  glories  are  chiefly  in-  ries  and  affronts  with  patience  and  serenity^— 
r  the  gratification  of  intelligent  minds  stifling  resentment  when  they  have  it  in  their 
Ko  it  is  obviously  inconsistent  with  the  power  to  infljct  vengeance — displaying  kindness 
tractor  of  the  Deity,  to  cherish  desires  and  generosity  towards  enemies  and  slanderers 
Nations  which  he  will  finally  frustrate  — vanquishing  irascible  passions  and  licentious 
ipoint— the  condnsion  appears  to  be  un-  desires  in  the  midst  of  the  strongest  tempts* 
>,  thai  man  u  de$tim$d  Uf  an  immortal  tions-^submitting  to  pain  and  disgrace  in  order 
DoriogihspfsgreasofUuUotistsMS,  to  proaoto  ilw  prasperi^  of  ftkaii  And  psIa- 
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tivM-'-and  sacrificing  repose,  honour,  wealth,  portunity  for  revenge,  instead  of  resenting  dn 

and  even  life  itself,  for  the  good  of  their  coun-  ill  treatment  ho  had  received  from  him,  be  eoa- 

Crjr,  or  for  promoting  the  best  interests  of  the  stanlly  refused  to  join  with  his  enemies,  beia^ 

human   race, — we   perceive   in  such  examples  as  fjir  from    secretly  rejoicing  over  the  midof 

features  of  the  human  mind,  which  mark  its  dig-  tune   of  his   adversary  as  he  had  been  beiors 

uity  Slid  grandeur,  and  indicate  its  destination  fnHn  being  afflicted  at  his  good  succen.    8odi 

to  a  higher  soene  ofaciiitn  and  enjoyment.  virtues  reflect  a  dignity  and  gimndeur  onewiy 

Even  in  the  annals  of  the  Pagan    world,  we  mind  in  \%hich  they  reside,    which   apftear  in- 

find  many  examples  of  kucIi  illustrious  virtues,  compatible  with  the  idea,  that  it  is  destined  to 

There  we  read  of  Regxdut  expoising  himself  to  retire  for  ever  from  the  scene  of  action  attbt 

the  most  cruel    torments,   and  to  death  itself,  hour  of  death. 

father  than  suffer  his  veracity  to  be  impeach-         But  the  noblest  examples  of  exalted  virlue  art 

«d,  or  his  fidelity  to  his  country  to  be  called  ui  to  be  found  among  those  who  have  eolisled  then- 

question — of  Phocion,  who  exposed  himself  to  selves  in  the  cause  of  Christianity.     The  Apos* 

the  fury  of  an  enraged  assembly,  by  inveighing  tie  Paul  was  an  illustrious  eibmple  of  every  Ihiag 

against  tlie  vices,  and  endeavouring  to  promote  that  is  noble,  heroic,  generous,  and  beneroient  in 

the  best  interests  of  bin  countrymen,  and  gave  human  conduct.    His  soul  was  inspired  wiik  a 

it  as  his  last  command  to  his  son,  when  he  was  holy  ard<sir  in  promoting  the  best  inierasts  ofmuf 

.going  to  execution,  "  that  he  should  forget  how  kind.     To  accomplish  this  object,  he  ported  wilk 

iQ  the  Athenians  had  treated  his  father"— of  friends  and  relatives,  relinquished  his  native 

QffiM,  who  was  possessed  of  wisdom,  modera-  country,  and  every  thing  that  was  dear  to  hia 

tioo,  courage,   magnanimity,   and  noble  senti-  either  as  a  Jew  or  as  a  Roman  citizea,  and  ei- 

Menls,  and  who  employed  them  all  to  promote  posed  himselfio  persecutions  and  dangers  of  evaiy 

Che  ha|>pines  of  his  people — of  Sdpio^  in  whose  description.  During  the  prosecutifMi  of  hb  benevo- 

•ctions  the  virtues  of  generosity  and  liberality,  lent  career,  he  was"  in  journey  ings  often,  in  (lerSi 

goodness,  gentleness,  justice,  mat^animity,  and  of  waters,  in  perils  of  r(4>bers,  in  perils  by  his  o»B 

ckastity,  shone  with   distinguished  lustre— -and  countrymen,  in  perils  by  the  heathen,  in  periki 

of  Demon  and  Pythias^  who  were  knit  together  in  the  city,  ni  perils  in  the  wiMemess;   in  perib 

in  the  bonds  of  a  friendship  which  all  the  ter-  in  the  sea,  in  perils  among  &lse  brethren:  ia 

rara  of  an   ignominious  death   could    not   dis-  weariness  and  painfulncss,  in  watcfaings  eftea, 

wive.    But  of  all  the  characters  of  the  heathen  in  hunger  and  Uiirst,  in  (astings  oflen,  in  slripts 

worid,  illustrious  lor  virtue,  Arittide*  appears  to  above  measure,  in  cold  and  nakednesa.**    TsC 

stand  in  the  foremost  rank.    An  extraordinary  none  of  these  things  moved  him,  nor  did  he  coiHl 

greatness  of  soul,  (says  Rollin)  made  him  supe-  his  life  dear  to  him,  provided  he  might  fanirii^ 

rior  to  every  passion.     Interest,  pleasure,  anibi-  course  with  joy,  and  be  instrumental  in  acoooH 

tion,  resentment,  jealousy,  were  extinguished  in  plishing  the  present  and  eternal  happiness  of  bar 

him  by  the  love  of  virtue  and  his  country.    The  fellow-men.     In   every  period  of  the  ChrisriaB 

merit  of  Others,  instead  of  offending  him,  bo-  ora,8imilarchara(:ters  have  arisen  to deRKMWtraia 

came  his   own  by  iho  spprobation  he  gave  it.  the  power  of  virtue  and  to  bless  mankind.    Oiar 

He  rendered  the  government  of  the  Athenians  own  age  and  country  have  prodtKsed  numeraaa 

aaiiable  to  their  allies,  by  his  mildness,  good-  philanthropic  characters,  who  have  shone  as  lighti 

ness,  humanity,  and  justice.     The  disinterest-  ui  the  moral  wurld,  and  have  acted  as  benefaelan 

edness  he   showed    in   the  management  of  the  to  the  human  race.  The  names  of  Alfred,  PenB, 

public  treasure,  and  the  love  of  poverty  which  Bernard,  Raikos,    Neilde,  ClariEson,  Sharp*, 

he  carried  alaiosi  to  an  excess,   are  virtues  so  Buxton,  Wilberforce,  Venning,  and  many  othenii 

Uit  superior  to  the  practice  of  our  age,  that  tliey  are  familiar  to  every  one  who  is  in  the  least  a(^ 

scarce  seera  credible  to  us.     His  conduct  and  quainted  with  the  annals  of  benevolence.    Tht 

principles  were  always  uniform,  steadfast  in  the  exertions  which  some  of  these  individuab  hava 

pursuit  of  whatever  he  thought  just,  and  inca-  mtido  in  the  cause  of  liberty,  in  prooMMing  the 

pable  of  the  least  falsehood,  or  shadow  of  flatp  education  of  the  young,  in  alleviating,  the  dia* 

tery,  disguise,  or  fi^ud,  even  in  jest.    He  had  tresses  of  the  (xwr,  in  ameliorating  the  condition 

such  a  control  over  his  passions,  that  he  uni-  of  the  prisoner,  and  in  counteracting  the  abomins* 

formly  sacrificed  his   private  interest,  and  his  ble  traiSic  in  slaves,  will  be  felt  as  blessinfs 

private  resentments,  to  the  good  uf  the  public,  ferred  on  mankind  throughout  ancoeeding 

Themutotiea  was  one  of  the  principal  actors  who  rations,  and  will,  doubtless,  bo  held  in  ( 

procured  his   banishment  from   Athens; — but,  remembrance, 
after  being  recalled,  he  assisted  him  on  every        But  among  all  the  philanthropic  cfaaraetera  oC 

occasion   with   his  advice  and  credit,  joyfully  the  past  or  present  age,  the  labours  of  tlio  lata 

taking  pains  to  promote  the  glory  of  his  greatp  Mr.  Howa&d,  stand  pre-eminent.  Tlila  iliiifci 

ett  enemy,  through  the  motive  of  advancing  tho  ous  man,  from  a  principle  of  pure  hnnfimlmm^ 

publie  good.     And  when  afterwards  the  dia-  devoted  the  greater  part  of  bia  life  to  actiMbaa^ 

§anBt  of  ThtdiiftoelM  fftfo  him  ft  fnftt  o|h  fiospoo,  ftwi  lo  tt»  aUovifttiofr  «C 
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ftea^  k  •MIT  cwMTij  wiiira  ht  lmf»lled«—  v*  ooofiMd  to  hborioai  tiwplnjBMfHi,  and  haTo 

iliht  jiiD  fkm  dinih  qf  dancot,  and  wpMiiig  thoiratteQikwalnwatwiireljrabMrbediapron- 

UhmT  Id  ike  iiMCCBd  atooiplieni  of  boapUtb  <iing  for  their  (kmiUtt,  aod  in  aoxioua  lolicituda 

mii  juk,  m  oidar  to  ■MUorate  tb*  ooadiiioa  of  tor  their  uimal  subeisieoce  and  succeM  io  lile, 

dM  onlbrliiaalo,  and  to  aUay  the  mfferiaga  of  the  » that  they  find  no  scope  for  their  moral  powera 

■Aanful  priaoner.    In  proaiecuting  thia  labour  of  beyond  the  circle  of  the  family  mansion,  and  of 

bns  bo  irafoUad  three  times  through  France,  ^heir  own  immediate  nv ighbourbood.  2.  The  po- 

Ibnr  timaa  through  Germany,  five  times  through  riod  within  which  the  roost  energetic  powors  can 

Halbind,  twice  ibrou|^  Italy  t  QO<»  through  Spain  be  exerted  is  extremely  limited.    It  is  not  be&re 

mad  Pavtufil,  and  abo  through  Denmark,  8we-  man  has  arriv«<l  near  the  meridian  of  life  that 

deo,  Roaaia,  Poland,  and  part  of  the  Turkish  his  moral  powers  begin  to  be  fully  expanded^- 

aui  laying  the  haunts  of  misery,  anddia-  and  it  frequently  ha(^ns,  in  the  case  of  ardent 

to  mankind  wherever  ha  a|^  benevolent  characters,  that,  at  the  raooMnt  whan 

their  philanthropic  schemes  were  matured,  and 

they  had  just  ommenced  their  career  of  benefi- 

te  nalm  with  cxoas  or  eteseent    .  ^^^^  ,l^^^^  interposes,  and  puta  a  period  to  aU 

kind  and  miseiy  are  fvund,  their  laboura  and  designs.    S.  In  the  present 

OagiBWif.Mn.to,  deep  waves,  orwlldsof  snow;  atote  oftheworW,  numerous  physical  obstnic 

^^  ^^  "i!^l^!3iyJ!!|!^/J!Vi^.°^  tions  interpooe  to  prevent  the  exeruon  of  the 

Uk  walls  aloud  and  fetters  dank,  moral  powers,  even  in  the  moat  ardent  philan* 

«.£S':12?c!:^^  thropic minds.    Thej^^ ^^  r^J?  "^ ««»- 

>  mUmI  taxB  a  wMspertn«  Mend  dlsdoaa.  «»>«  %  (be  diseases  and  mfirmities  of  an  enfeebled 

fcjg«»<gy]hj|°d  no  sephyrUows  i  corporeal  frame ;  the  impedimenta  thrown  in  the 

-__.*i?e«eoS"S3S^fofh3tjIr  ^^J  ^y  "**•**  •"**  "»^»  ***  **»®  political  ar- 

Usda  stem-erM  Jostioe  to  the  dark  domaini^  rangements  of  sUtes ;  the  diffiouhy  of  penetrating 

Ssssfi.'r.SK^iiisa  ^ .  ^  •:s."£s°i?*  "Sir  :S:z.^  ^ 

IbhirtaiiliMfeandUliartjandUfb.  >Bg"  reside,  and  many  other  obalrueliooa,  pre- 

-Onrard  he  moves!  disease  and  death  retire  t  vent  the  full  exercise  of  that  moral  soersy  wnioh 

Mnaumoilni  demooa  hau  hhn  and  atotee^  reaidea  in  benevolent  and  heroic  minds,  Md  coo- 

fine  ita  operations  within  a  narrow  span.    Bat 

Sncfa  efaaraciera  aflbrd  powerful  demonstr^  can  we  ever  suppose,  in  consistency  with  Divine 

lioM ef  tbe  aidillmity  of  virtue,  of  the  activity  <^  Wisdom  and  Benevolence,  that  Qod  baa  implan- 

ihtfaaaaa  «iad,  aiid  of  iu  capacity  for  contra  ted  in  tbe  human  constitution  benevolent  active 

hiiBg  Id  tba  happiinea  of  feQow  intelligeneea  to  powers,  which  are  never  to  be  fidty  expandedi 

Msdimiied  extent.    We  have  also,  in  our  own  and  iliat  those  godlike  cfaaractera  that  have  e^ 

iBHi^  a  daeacf  men  who  have  parted  from  their  caaionally  appeared  on  the  theatre  of  our  world, 

tOmh  tad  native  land,  and  have  gone  to  the  are  never  to  re-appear  on  the  fieU  of  action,  to 

*  Mermoet  ends  of  the  earth,"  todistam  barba-  expatiate)  in  the  ftill  exercise  of  their  moral  pow- 

nm  dimea,  exposing  themselves  to  the  frosts  of  ers,  in  tlie  ample  career  of  immortality  ?  To 

Labrador  and  Greenland,  to  the  scorching  heats  admit  such  a  supposition  would  be  in  effect  to 

sf  Africa,  and  to  the  hostile  attacks  of  savage  call  in  question  his  Wisdom  and  Intelligence. 

~  ss,  in  order  to  publish  the  salvation  of  God,  It  is  the  part  of  Wisdom  to  proportionate  taeans 

to  promote  the  happineas  of  men  of  all  lao-  to  emit,  and  to  adapt  the  faculties  of  any  being 

lae  and  climates.    Some  of  these  have  felt  to  the  scene  in  which  it  is  to  operate.     But 

Buads  inspired  with  such  a  noble  ardour  in  here,  we  behold  a  system  of  powers  whidi  can 

tte  cause  of  universal  benevolence,  that  nothing  never  can  be  brought  into  full  operation  in  the 

hat  iBsurmountable  physical  obstructions  prevenu  present  state ;  and,  therefore,  if  death  is  to  put 

ad  Ihsaa  from  making  the  tour  of  the  world,  and  a  final  termination  to  the  activity  of  man,  the 

■■pnilliig  benefits  to  men  of  all  nations,  kindreds,  mighty  powers  and  energies  with  which  he  is 

and  iMfnes.  eudowed  have  been  bestowed  in  vain, — and  we 

Can  we  then  imagine,  that  such  active  powers  are  led  to  conceive  of  the  Divine  Being  as  de- 

lee  to  which  I  have  now  alluded — powers  ficient  in  Wisdom  and  Intelligence  in  his  govern* 

qpialify  their  possessors  for  diffusing  hap-  ment  of  the  intellectual  beings  he  has  fbrroed. 

to  an  indefinite  extent  among  surround-         This  will,  perhaps,  appear  still  more  obvi» 

n^  iotriligences— will  be  tor  ever  extinguished  ous,  if  we  attend  to  the  following  conaiderationa. 

by  ^aCroko  of  death  ?  and  that,  after  a  few  fee-  — Throughout  the  universe  we  perceive  traces 

bis  affiirta  during  the  present  transitory  scene,  of  a  system  of  universal  benevolence.    This  is 

rill  never  again  exert  their  energies  through  distinctly  perceptible  in  relation  to  our  own  globe , 

rnty  f  This  will  appear  in  the  highest  de-  in  the  revolution  of  day  and  night ;  in  the  coosti- 

_    iJHprobable,  if  weoonxider,  I.  The  limited  tution  of  the  atmosphere ;  in  the  beautiful  and 

^Amm  ef  action  to  which  the  generality  of  man-  sublime  scenes  presented  to  the  eye  in  evwy 

If^amooafiBedin  tbe  present  state.    Moat  mao  country ;  in  the  agencies  of  light  and  heat,  and 
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of  ihe electrical  and  galvaoic  fluids;  in  ihe  splen-  virtuout  b«neTolent  characters  mliidi  haw  i^ 

dour  of  the  sun,  and  the  glories  of  the  midnight  peared  in  our  world,  have  been  only  in  theaetff 

tky ;  in  the  organization  of  the  body  of  man,  and  trabing  for  a  short  period,  preparatory  to  inr 

Ihe  different  senses  with  which  he  is  endowed ;  being  transported  to  a  nobler  scene  of  actioo»  ari 

in  the  general  adapution  of  the  mineral  and  ve-  that  ikeir  moral  powers,  which  could  ast  ht 

getable  kingdoms,  and  of  every  element  around  brought   into  full  exercise  in   thit    terreslrill 

us,  to  the  wants  of  man  and  other  sensitive  be-  sphere,  were  intended  to  qualify  them  for  bm^ 

ings ;  and  in  the  abundant  8up|>ly  of  food  and  drink  ling  with  mora  exalted  inlelligencea,  and  oo-«p^ 

whid)  is  annually  distributed  to  every  rank  of  rating  with  them  in  carrying  forward  that  vMt 

animated  existence.    We  perceive  traces  of  the  system  of  univeriial  betievol«MDce,  to  which  aU  ihs 

•ame  benevolent  agency  in  the  arrangements  arrangements  uf  the  Creator  evidently  tend, 

connected  with  distant  worlds — in  the  roution  Whether  then,  it  may  be  asked,  does  it  appsv 

of  the  planetary  globes  around  their  axes,  in  the  most  consistent  with  the  moral  powers  of  nU} 

assemblages  of  rings  and  moons  with  which  they  and  with  the  w  isdom  and  goodness  of  God,  Is 

■arte  environed,  and  in  the  diversified  apparatus  suppose  that  such  illustrious  diaractera  as  PeiD) 

by  which  light  and  heat  are  distributed  in  due  G.  Sharp,  Clarkson,  Venning,  Howard,  and  ibr 

proportion  to  the  several  bodies  which  compose  apostle  Paul,  are  now  for  ever  banished  fins 

the  solar  system.     And,  in  other  systems,  in  the  creation,  or  that  they  are  expatiating  in  a  bicker 

distant  regions  of  space,  we  perceive  that  it  is  scene  of  action  and  enjoyment,  wh^  all  iksir    L 

«ae  great  end  of  the  Greater,  to  diffuse  light  and  benevolent  energies  find  ample  acope,  and  wbsis     ^ 

aplendour  throughout  all  the  provinces  of  his  im-  every  bknsom  of  virtue  is  fully  expanded?   If     ^ 

aense  empire,  in  order  to  unveil  his  gbrious  there  is  a  God,  and  if  wisdom,  benevolence,  aai    ^ 

works  to  the  eyes  of  unnumbered  intelligences,  rectitude,  form  an  essential  part  of  his  charscUri     ^ 

fiut,  although  a  system  of  benevolence  is  abun-  we  cannot  doubt  for  a  moment  that  such  dMuao>    ^ 

^ntly  manifest  in  the  medianical  fobric  of  the  ters  are  still  in  existence,  and  shall  reappear  «i    f 

UBiverse,  yet  it  does  not  appear  that  happiness  a  more  splendid  theatre  of  action  in  the  fiUvt     ^ 

can  be  folly  eojejred  wHkout  the  btnewtlent  agem^  scenes  of  eternity. 
ffmUUigmU  bemgt.    We  have  abundant  proofo 

«irthia  position  in  the  workl  in  which  we  dwdl.  I  shall  conclude  my  ilhiatrationi  of  the  nre- 

For  although  the  geodaees  ef  the  Creator  is  dis-  ceding  arguments  with  the  foUowing  extract &«■ 

played  ihMRighout  all  its  regions,  yet  the  greater  a  judicious  and  elegant  writer  :— 

part  ofthe  huoMn  race  is  in  a  state  of  comparative  <•  In  tracing  the  nature  and  dssfmafisw  of  UKJ 

misery,  not  owing  to  any  deficiency  in  the  Divine  being,  we  form  the  surest  jut^meot  from  kk 

bounty,  but  to  the  selfishness,  ambition,  and  powen  of  aetion^  and  the  scope  and  lisiaCi  «C 

malevdence  of  men.    With  the  blessings  which  these  compared  with  his  Blaie  or  that  fieU  ii 

Heaven  provides  firom  year  to  year,  the  whole  which  they  are  exercised.    If  this  being  paw 

population  of  our  globe,  and  a  thousand  millions  through  different  states  or  fiekls  of  action,  ani 

more,  wouki  be  amply  supplied,  and  happiness  we  find  a  suooesnon  of  powers  adapted  to  ikt 

«xtensively  diflHieed,  were  benevoUmce  a  promi-  different  periods  of  his  progress,  we  oondndbi 

nent  and  universal  trait  in  the  character  of  man-  that  he  was  destined  for  those  sucCMStve  stateSi 

kind.     Even  in  those  places  where  only  a  few  and  reckon  his  nature  progrt$uve.    If,  besides 

energetic  and  benevdent  individuals  bestir  them-  the  immediate  set  of  powers  which  fit  him  for 

selves  in  the  cause  of  general  philanthropy,  a  action  in  his  present  state,  we  obeerre  anolhsr 

wonderful   change   is  rapidly  produced    in  the  set  which  appear  superfluous  if  he  were  lo  ha 

condition  of  society.    Disease,  and  misery,  and  confined  to  it,  and  which  point  to  another  or 

want,  fly  away  at  their  approach, — the  poor  are  higher  one,  we  naturally  coodude  thai  he  ia  BoC 

supplied,  the  wretched  relieved,  the  prisoner  re-  designed  lo  remain  in  his  present  state,  but  It 

Imsed,  the  orphan  provided  for,  and  the  widow's  advance  to  that  for  whk:h  those  supemmnarvy 

heart  made  to  sing  for  joy.  powers  are  adapted.    Thus,  we  arRue,  that  Iha 

Now,  we  have  every  reason  to  conclude,  that  inaeaty  which  has  wings  forming  or  formed,  and 

«fiora/  odton  extern^  over  the  whole  empire  of  all  the  apparatus  proper  for  flight,  is  notdesCinad 

God — that  benevolence  exerts  its  noblest  ener^  always  to  creep  on  the  ground,  or  to  oontimia  ii 

gies  among  the  iahabiiants  of  distant  worlds—  the  torpid  stale  of  adhering  to  a  wall,  bm  il 

and  that  it  is  chiefly  through  the  medium  of  re-  designed  in  its  season  to  take  its  flight  in  Ob 

ciprocal  kindness  and  affection  that  ecstatic  joy  Without  this  farther  destination,  the  ndmiraUe 

pervades  the  hearts  of  celestial  inldligences.  mechanism  of  wings  and  the  otUhr  npparatm» 

For  we  cannot  conceive  happiness  to  exist  in  any  would  be  usdess  and  absurd, 

region  of  space,  or  among  any  class  ef  intellec-  "  The  same  kind  of  reasoning  mav  be  applM 

coal  beings,  where  love  to  the  Creator,  and  to  one  to  man,  while  he  lives  only  a  sort  of  regeiatiie 

another,  is  not  a  prominent  and  permanent  affec-  lift  in  the  womb.    He  is  furnished  eran  Umm 

<Mn.  with  a  beautiful  apparatus  of  oi^ana,  eyea,  aa% 

itii,tharafon^fnaaoBabletohoUev«thatthQne  and  other  delionte  lemea,  whidi  darifn 
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,  tet  Mv  Ib  a  BMMW  UiMi  op,  Md 
or  MM  itt  their  prweat 
L«t  »  MippoM  MOM  iaialligoBt 
rs  WN»  Btvar  had  aajr  eoooraioa  with 
■or  tko  lottM  oeqioauitoiico  with  homon  of> 
fckot  to  000  thio  odd  phoopmenoo,  a  craotoro 
fafMod  oAor  ouch  a  oMuuior,  and  placed  in  a  ai- 
■pponally  uowitable  to  euch  Tarioof 
J,  nnit  ho  Do>  be  atrv^ly  pouted 
Iho  nao  of  hia  eoo^tiicated  atmetore,  aod 
flneh  »  profiiiioo  of  art  and  admirahle 
I  loot  OQ  the  aobjeet :  or  reaaoo  by 
waj  of  aalidpBtioa,  that  acreature  endued  with 
OMib  wmriam  ft  nnanrtod  capacitiee,  was  dee- 
liBod  fir  m  ■no  ephviged  aphere  of  actioo,  in 

^  >    a     »a.  I    m M.  •^•^^  ^1 fi  a  _         ^  te      •         a 

^^^^IB^^BB  o^Vl^^^VP  BWo^^Wi^w  ^^BH^jaiaooo  s^wp  ^No^HM  a^^^^r^p  coaeo  ^pa^>y   ■ 

van  If  iolj  and  yet  boautifiii  ayamotiy  and 
of  dbooomal  parte  and  orfnae  wkh 
iho  uioiiun  k  endued,  and  thoir  apt  oo- 
with  — <  depoodonee  on  the  enriooa  r^* 
of  iheir  nb  aid  nooriebaMnt,  would 
fcihid  Ui  oooBlBdiiM;  the  whole  to  be  the  biith  of 
chHMo,  or  the  ban|^  eObrt  of  an  uoikilfiil  a»> 
te;  ai  lenity  would  make  him  donnr  a  whileat 
nhOThaw^Miiii  Bat  if;  while  he  w  in  tbif 
Mtto  of  UBoectaily,  wo  eoppoee  him  to  eeo  the 
Ube,  aflrr  a-fiw  ■uecoeiful  atrufglee,  tbrowinf 
tf  Ui  fitloiB,  breaking  looee  from  hii  Uttlo  dark 
piiwn,  and  iiirging  into  open  day,  then  onfeld- 
hg  bb  loduie  and  dormant  powere,  breathing 
liairt  gasing  at  light,  admiring  eoloora,  eoimdfl, 

I ;  immediately  hie 
opp  the  propriety  and  eaeelienee  d 
Ae  mah— umhip  dawn  upon  him  with  Mi  luatra, 
MddM  whobotTalwy  of  the  firvt  period  ia  uo- 
Ihy  thoopeni^g  of  thia  new  aoene^  Though 
^  period  the  eroature  Uvea  chiefly  a 
hU  of  nnteflf  lifi,  that  ia,  ofeffMe  and  offiffifi, 
yat  by  varioaa  trtala  and  obsenratiora  he  gaina 
eaparienco,  and  by  the  gradual  rToIutioo  <«f  the 
powero  of  the  imagination  he  ripene  apace  for 
m  kigktt  life,  for  exercising  the  artj  of  dtmgn 
wai  imiforiow.  and  of  thoee  in  which  atreogth  or 
dkoerity  are  more  requiaite,  than  acuteneaa  or 
leach  of  judgmenr.  In  the  succeeding  rational 
er  fahftKhi J  period,  his  underatandingy  which 
crept  in  a  lower,  mounta  into  an  higher 
caavaseoe  the  natures,  judgea  of  the  ro- 
of things,  forma  achemea,  deduces  noo- 
I  firom  what  ia  past,  and  from  present  aa 
wii  a*  paat  eoUeeta  future  eventa.  By  this  suo- 
emrion  of  atatee,  and  of  oorrespoodent  culture, 
hn  growB  op  at  Unglh  into  a  moral,  a  aarto^,  and 
apeSliealereatoro.  Thia  ia  the  laat  period  at 
«biik  wo  porooiTO  htm  lo  arriTO  in  thia  hia  mor- 
Iri  manr  Each  period  ia  introductory  to  the 
•art  SMeaoding  one ;  eadi  life  ia  a  field  of  ei- 
»fai  impmrement  for  the  next  higher  one ; 
illii  of  the  fatua  for  that  of  the  infant^  the 
liTlhaH^Ml^  tluaof  tlMcUM,  aod  all  the 

fir  tboUghoat  and  beat* 
MBi^Mtliiatka  laat  period  of  natwe^  pio- 


f  la  thbthoolMOtaaloalofberplot, 
whoro  aho  winda  up  the  dnuna,  and  dtamiesee  tho 
actor  into  eternal  oblivion  ?  Or  dooa  he  appear 
lohoinveatedwitheupemumerary  powera,  which 
have  not  frill  eaterciae  and  aoope  even  in  the  laat 
acene,  and  reach  not  that  maturity  or  perfection 
of  which  they  are  capable,  aod  therefore  point 
to  eome  higher  acene,  where  he  ia  to  auatain  an- 
other and  more  importaat  character,  than  he  haa 
yet  auatained  7  If  any  auch  there  are,  may  wo 
not  coodude  iK>ro  armlogy,  or  in  the  aaroe  way 
of  anticipation  aa  before,  that  he  ia  deetined  fbr 
that  after  part,  and  ia  to  be  produced  upon  a 
more  auguat  and  solemn  stage,  where  hia  aub> 
limer  powera  ahall  have  proportioned  action,  and 
hia  nature  attain  its  cooipletion.'^ 

In  iUuatrating  the  preceding  argnmanta,  I  havo 
abown  that  man  ia  poaaeaaod  of  deeirea  which 
oannot  he  fully  gratified,  aod  of  moral  aod  inUMU 
loctual  powera  which  cannot  be  fidly  exercised  fm 
the  preaent  world,  and  oonaequently,  we  have  tho 
aamw  reaeon  to  coockide,  that  he  ia  deetined  to  » 
higher  acene  of  exiateoco,  aa  wo  would  have, 
firom  beholding  the  rudimenta  of  eyes  and  ears  Id 
tho  embryo  hi  the  womb,  that  it  ia  deetined  to 
buret  ita  confinement,  and  to  enler  into  a  world, 
where  ioonda,  and  light,  and  coloorB  will  aflbvd 
ample  aoope  fbr  the  exereiao  of  iheao  orgaDB, 


SECTION  vn. 


OM  TBS   AFFKBHSirSIOira  ASH 

or  THX   MIWD,  WHXM  UnWB  TBS  UTTLV- 
XirOX  OF  KSJfOBfK. 

The  apprehenaiona  of  tho  aiadi  Md  ita  feaiw 

ful  forebodings  of  futurity,  when  uder  the  in- 
fluence of  reroors^,  may  be  oonaidored  aa  inti- 
maiioos  of  a  state  of  retributioo  in  another 
world. 

As  the  boundless  desires  of  the  human  mind, 
the  vast  comprehension  of  its  intellectual  facuW 
ties,  and  the  virtuous  exercise  of  its  moral  pow- 
ers, are  indications  of  a  future  state  of  more 
enlarged  enjuyment,  ao,  those  horrora  of  con- 
science which  frequently  torment  the  minds  of 
the  wicked,  may  be  considered  as  the  forebod- 
ings of  future  misery  and  wo.  For  it  appears 
aa  reasonable  to  believe,  that  atrocious  deeda 
will  meet  with  deserved  opprobrium  and  punish- 
ment in  a  future  slate,  as  that  Tirtooos  actiono 
will  bo  approved  of  and  rewarded ;  and,  oooso- 
quently,  we  find,  that  all  nationa  who  have  ho* 
lieved  in  a  future  atate  of  happinoH  for  tho 
righteous,  have  alao  admitted  that  there  are  fri- 
turo  punishments  in  reserve  fbr  the  woriters  of 
iniquity.  Every  man  haa  interwoven  in  hia  oon^ 
atitution  a  moral  aenae  which  aecrrtly  condemna 

*F0idyia. 


84  THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF  A  FUTURE  STATE. 

him  when  he  hu  coaiiniU«d  an  atrocious  action,  m  an  emperor,  nor  the  solitary  reCre«ts  fo  wfcU 
even  when  the  peq>etralion  of  the  crime  is  un-  be  retired,  could  (diield  him  from  the  aocuaatisnf 
known  to  his  fellow-men,  and  when  he  is  placed  of  his  conscience,  but  he  himself  was  feroed  to 
in  circumstances  which  raise  him  above  the  fear  confess  the  mental  af>onies  he  endured  as  a  po- 
of human  punishment.     There  have  been  nume-  nishment  for  his  crimes. — Antiodrnt  JSpipkmut 
rous  individuals,  both  in  the  higher  and  lower  was  another  tyrant  iemarlcable  for  his  cruelty  and 
ranks  of  life,  who,  witliout  any  external  cause,  or  impiety.    He  laid  siege  to  the  city  of  JarasaicB, 
apprehension  of  punishment  from  men,  have  been  exercised  the  most  horrid  croehiea  upon  itsifli** 
seized  with  inward  terrors,  and  have  writhed  bitants,  slaughtered  forty  thousand  of  then  in 
under  the  agonies  of  an  accusing  conscience,  three  days,  and  polluted,  in  the  most  impioa 
which  neither  the  charms  of  music,  nor  all  the  manner,  the  temple,  and  the  worship  of  theOod 
other  delights  of  the  sons  of  men,  had  the  least  of  Israel     Some  time  aOerwards,  when  be  wu 
power  to  assuage.    Of  iho  truth  of  this  position,  breathing  out  cwses  against  the  Jews  for  havia| 
the  annals  of  history  furnish  us  with  many  im-  restored  their  ancient  worship,  and  threateningto 
pressive  examples.    The  following  may  suffice  destroy  the  whole  nation,  and  to  make  JemsaMi 
M  specimens :—  the  common  place  of  tepukure  to  all  the  Jews, 
While  Bdthazzar  was  carousing  at  an  impious  he  was  seized  with  a  grievous  torment  in  hit  b- 
banquet  with  his  wives  and  concubines  and  a  ward  parts,  and  exeessive  pan^  of  the  eoK^ 
thouinuid  of  his  nobles,  the  appearance  of  the  accompanied  with  such  terrors  as  no  reamfiei 
fiofers  of  a  man's  hand,  and  of  the  writing  on  oould  assuage.    *'  Worms  crawled  from  evsry 
•a  opposite  wall,  threw  biro  into  such  constema-  port  of  hhn  ;  hts  flesh  fell  away  pieco-meal,  ud 
tioo,  that  his  thoughts  terrified  him,  the  gir&les  the  stench  was  so  great  that  it  becane  intolet^ 
of  his  loins  were  loosed,  and  his  knees  smote  one  Able  to  the  whole  army ;  and  he  thus  finished  tn 
•gainst  another.    His  terror,  in  such  circum-  impious  life,  by  a  miserable  death."!    DuHi| 
atances,  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  proceeded  this  disorder,   says  IVJybius,  he  was  troid>led 
firom  a  fear  of  man ;  for  he  was  surrounded  by  with  a  perpetual  delirium,  imagining  that  spso- 
hia  guards  and  his  princes,  and  all  the  delights  of  tres  stood  continually  before  him,  reproaching 
music,  and  of  a  splendkl  entertainment.    Nor  him  with  his  crimes.--Similar  relationa  are  gi?ea 
did  it  arise  from  the  sentence  of  condemnation  by  historians,  of  Hend  who  slaughtered  t£i  ia- 
written  on  the  wall;  for  he  was  then  ignorant  fents  at  Bethlehem,  ofGalerius  Maximianos lbs 
both  of  the  writing  and  of  its  meaning.    But  he  author  of  the   tenth  penecution    against   Ae 
was  oonscioua  of  the  wickedness  of  which  he  Christians,  of  the  infamous  Philip  II.  of  Span, 
bad  been  guilty,  and  of  the  sacrilegious  impiety  and  of  many  others  whoee  Jiames  stand  eoospi- 
k  which  he  was  then  indulging,  and,  therefore,  cuous  on  the  roUs  of  impiety  and  crime, 
the  extraordinary  appearance  on  the  wall,  was        It  is  related  of  Charles  IX.  of  France,  iriie 
considered  as  an  awful  foreboding  of  punishment  ordered  the  horrible  Bartholomew  masaacra,  aid 
from  that  almighty  and  invisible  Being  whom  he  assisted  ih  his  bloody  tragedy,  that,  ever  after, 
had  oflTended.— 7Ti6ent(«,  one  of  the  Roman  em>  he  had  a  fierceness  in  his  looks,  and  «  colour  in 
perors,  was  a  gloomy,  treacherous,  and  cruel  bis  cheeks,  which  he  never  had  before  ;«— that  ha 
tyrant.     The  lives  of  his  people  became  the  sport  alflpt  little  and  never  sound  ;  and  waked  fretpMBt- 
of  his  savage  disposition.    Barely  to  take  them  ly  in  great  agonies,  requiring  soft  music  to 
away  was  not  sufficient,  if  their  death  was  not  pose  him  to  rest ;  and  at  length  died  of  a  lii 
tormenting  and  atrocious.     He  ordered,  on  <M)e  iog  disorder,  after  having  undergone  the 
occasion)  a  general  massacre  of  all  who  were  exquisite  torments  both    of   body   and    mind, 
detained  in  prison,  on  account  of  the  conspiracy  D'Aubigne  informs  us  that  Henry  IV.  frequenl* 
of  Sejanus  his  minister,  and  heaps  of  carcasses  ly  told,  among  his  most  intimate  friends,  that 
were  piled  up  in  the  public  phices.    His  private  oight  days  after  the   massacre  of  St.  BartholiH 
vices  and  debaucheries  were  also  incessant,  and  mew,  he  saw  a  vast  number  of  ravens  perch  ami 
revolting  to  every  principle  of  decency  and  vir-  croak  on  the  pavilion  of  the  Louvre ;  that  the 
tue.    Yet  this  tyrant,  while  acting  in  the  pleni-  same  night  Charles  IX.  after  be  had  been  two 
tude  of  his  power,  and  imagining  himself  beyond  hours  in  bed,  started  up,  roused  bis  grooms  of  tho 
the  conti'ol  of  every  law,  had  his  mind  tortured  chamber,  and  sent  them  out  to  listen  to  a  great 
with  dreadful  apprehensions.    We  are  informed  noise  of  groans  in  the  air,  and  among  olben, 
by  Tootes,  that  in  a  letter  to  the  Senate,  he  lome  furious  and  threatening  voices,  tho  wbdb 
opened  the  invrard  wounds  of  his  breast,  with  rewmbling  what  was  heard  on  the  night  of  tbi 
aoch  words  of  despair  as  might  have  moved  pity  massacre ;  that  all  these  varioua  cries  wera  « 
in  those  who  wefe  under  the  continual  fear  of  his  striking,  so  remarkable,  and  ao  articolaio,  tiiaft 
tyranny.**   Neither  the  splendour  of  his  situation  Charles  believing  that  the  enemies  of  tho  Mo«l* 

morencies  and  of  tbeir  partisans  had  auipiinJ 

._-.  .  _, .,_^.  and  attacked  them,  aent  a  detachmflot  of  hb 

*TlbsTlum  non  fortnna,  non  soUtodines  protege-  ^ 

bam,  qjuln  tormsnto  paotoris  sxtasquo  ponaa  ipaa 

fJMiftor,  dto^radiiis  t  Roniii*li  An.  BliL 
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»  prmr^Bi  this  new  BaMnera.     It  k  aoC  how  to  atlngakii,  Mr  hMrto  b«w  die  tifht 

necMBary  to  add,,  ihat  the  ioteRigenoe  of  <*  the  ciiidle  of  the  Lord*' within  him.    Heii 

fraoi  Peris  proved  Ums«  eppreheoeioM  wid  to  have  leA  the  world,  with  greet  reloeteaee, 

modteei,  end  ihet  the  nobes  h««erd,  moot  under  terriMe  eppraheoeioM  of  a  dark  and  imh 

a  the  fenoifiii  creatioM  of  the  guilty  ooo-  known  faturi^. 
if  the  king.  oouatenanGod  bv  the  Tttid 

•rvaamt^B  day.  SeToie  deerees  may  keep  our  tooguee  In  awe, 

Elichard  HI.  afier  he  had  murdered  hie  But  to  ourikouf hu  wlwt  edict  cu  «lve  law  f 

hwbI  wuintuimm    .«•  •»  toMiMte^   i«  Lven  you  yourwlf  to  your  owu  bfcast  shaU  tell 

^     ^^T^'     K.^  lormerted  m  Your  crtdw,  and  yoorewnooiMctence  be  your  hell 
ee,  as  Sir  TboaMS  More  reporta  from 

smea  of  his  bed  chamber,  that  he  bad        Many  similar  eiamphw  of  the  power  of  eon-> 

I  or  quiet  ia  himself,  but  always  carried  Kience  in  awakening  terrible  apprehensions  U 

some  imminent  danger  was  near  Mnu  futurity,  could  be  brought  (urward  from  the  n^ 

I  arere  always  whirling  about  on  this  corJs  of  history  both  ancient  and  modem ;— and 

an  that  side ;  he  wore  a  shirt  of  mail,  (here  can  be  no  question,  that,  at  the  preesM 

always layinghis  band  upon hisdagger,  moment,  there  are  thousands  of  fay  spirits  im- 

s  fixriously  as  if  he  waa  ready  tostrike.  meried  ia  fiishionable  dianpation,aind  prniiimjm 

le  faiet  in  his  mind  by  day,  nor  oouU  |Adisrsgard  the  rraiiiiea  of  a  future  world,  vh0| 

rest  by  eight,  but,  molested  with  tonv  if  'hey  wooM  lay  open  their  inaMist  tlioiigiMs, 

sam,  wouM  start  outof  hu  bed,  and  run  would  eonfsm,  thai  the  secret  dread  of  a  fritore 

rtrai^  man  about  the  chamber.*  retribution  is  a  spectre  which  frequemly  hiUI 

lato  of  mind,  ia  reference  to  another  them  while  running  the  rounds  of  fiNrbfalddn  plea- 

■dmirably  deecrtbed,  m  the  fbUowii^  »»•,  and  embitten  their  most  eaqnasito  a^jef^ 


..   ,.,  ^-      ^„      ..  Now,  how  are  we  to  aocouDt  for  sBchterroit 

BUT Imotous  pomp,  sad  In  your  ear  a  there  bono ezistenoe  beyond  the  gmfefespa* 

S2^'2l5fiiS?''!a^r«.i«dihrin.  cUyy  whou  WO  oonsidor,  that  many  ofthooe  whQ 

?^dSie^lto^fc?KiSr^^^'  have  been  thus  tormentod  hare  o«ipi«iaiatio« 

(afraid,  yet  anxious  when  atoae,  of  rank  and  power,  which  raised  them  above  tba 

and  brood  your  sorrows  on  a  throne.'*  fear  of  punisliment  from  man  f    If  they  got  their 

the  Pmonian  behig  reproached  with  **^T?  ■«»»P*»»>«>.  ^•^  passiena  gratiM, 

for  pulling  down  a  nest  of  young  spar-  •««  «hw  persona  and  possesaions  aeeursd  fiw« 

killing  them,  answered,  that  he  had  *e™P«^  danger,  why  did  they  feel  eompooctMNl 

.  to  do,  "  Because  these  little  birds  no.  ^  "*™  «>  l^  prospect  of  futurity  ?  for  every 

d  falsely  to  accuse  him  of  the  mur-  ""****  disquietude  of  this  description  implies  a 

fiuher."     This  parricide  had  been  Hll  "^«^  ^  something  future.    They  had  no  grsal 

ealed  and  unknown ;  but  the  revenging  f!»***  *<>  *>•  n^f****  «▼»  of  the  Almighty  himself, 

wiscience  caused  it  to  be  discovered  "  ""  vengeance  do  net  extend  beyond  the  pre- 

f,  who  was  justly  to  suffer  for  it.  That  "«"*  *»«•'<*•  They  beheld  the  physical  and  moral 

sceptic  and  •emi-alhei.t,  Mr.  Hohbes,  '^<^<*  movmg  onward  according  to  certain  fixed 

the  «*  Leviathan,"  had  been  the  means  »«*  immutable  Uws.    They  beheld  no  miracles 

ng  many  young  gcnUemen  and  others,  "•  vengeance— no  Almighty  arm  visibly  hurling 

wicked  principles,  as  the  Earl  of  Ro-  "*«  thunderbolts  of  heaven  against  the  workers 

ofessed,  with  extreme  compunction,  on  ©^  »n>qu«y.   They  saw  that  one  event  happened 

bed.     It  was  remarked,  by  those  who  ^  *"»  ^  ^^  righteous  as  weU  as  to  the  wicked, 

3beerved  his  conduct,  that  "  though  in  *»<^  ^^  ^"^  was  an  evil  to  which  they  behoved 

of  bravado  he  would  speak  strange  •o®"®^  ^  '»»•'  ^  euhmit,  Thsy  encountered 
soming  things  of  God ;  yel  in  his  stu-  *»<*^»'«  *™»«  **»*>  fortitude,  and  beheld  all  the 
»  dark,  and  in  his  retired  thoughts,  <^'«^  apparatus  of  war  without  dismay.  Yet, 
ed  before  him."  He  could  not  endure  »»  l**"'  »*««^  reUremenis,  in  their  fortified  re- 
done in  ah  empty  house.  He  could  ^»««»  "^^^  ^  <'y«  but  the  eya  of  Ood  vraa 
in  h^e  old  age,  bear  any  diapourse  of  "P«>  **>•"»»  »"<*  *^«n  «»  hotiAh  ineinsioB  waa 
d  seemed  to  cast  off  all  thoughts  of  it.  appr«hended,  they  u^mbled  at  a  shadow^  and  felt 
not  bear  tosleep  in  thedark ;  and  if  his  » thousand  disquietudes  from  the  reproaehee  of 
spened  to  go  out  in  the  night,  he  wouW  ">  >"^»«*  monitor  which  they  eouM  not  escape, 
error  and  amaxement,-*  plain  indica-  These  things  appear  altogether  inezplicable  if 

he  was  unable  to  bear  the  dismal  re-  *»»«^  **  «>  reu-ibution  beyond  the  arave. 
fhia  dark  and  desolate  mind,  and  know        We  are,  therefore,  irresistibly  led  to  the  con- 
clusion, that  the  voice  of  oonscicnoe,  in  sueh 

•0tow*siABals,p.4io.  catea,  ia  the  Toice  of  God  declaring  Ms  ibkm 
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oTwickttddMdiVMithepimiiliaMtwbidi  atili  appoinlMi  Ubm,  «r  w^n  Um  pluifft  It 

*ey  doMTve,  and  that  hia  proridanee  praridaa  daah  one  againat  aaochar,  aad  to  ma  laiiiliiiv 

over  the  actioos  of  mocml  agmta,  and  giveemii-  through  the  ikj.  the  iTateai  of  Natw  fWJiAi  n« 

MUiooa  of  the  future  deatiojr  of  thoae  haughty  ialocoofuiioo,  ita  uihahiiaiila  would  he  throws  w 

aph>ita  who  ohetinately  permt  in  their  treepaaeea.  to  m  atate  of  anarchy,  and  deprived  of  all  their  «•- 

And,  conaequentiy,  aa  the  peace  and  wrenity  of  joymeota.     Bui,  in  oooaequeoee  of  Ibe  m6m 

▼irtuouaroinda  are  preludea  of  nobler  eojoymenta  which  now  prevaila,  the  whole  preaentat*  the  eya 

in  a  future  life,  to  thoae  terrora  which  now  anail  of  inteUigence  an  admirable  display  af  hmff 
the  wicked  may  be  conaidered  aa  the  begin 


_.  may  be  comidered  aa  the  beginnings     and  haroMsy,  and  of  infinite  wiadom  and  < 

of  that  miaery  and  anguiih  which  will  be  coo-         la  like  manner,  if  we  attend  to  the  arranga* 
rimm«t^  in  the  world  tocome,  in  the  case  of     bmbu  of  our  iublanary  ayatem— to  the         '- 
thoae  who  add  6nal  impenitence  to  all  their  other     tiuoa  of  the  eeasona,  the  oouraa  of  the  l* 

awtiona  of  the  rivera,  the  proceaa  of 


tioB,  the  periodical  changes  of  the 
^—  the  physical  econuMiy  of  the*  aniuMl  and 

Ue  tribea — the  sanse  aystenMtie  order  and  hv 
SBCTION  Vni.  mooy  may  be  perceived.— In  the  ooMtraete 

and  movements  of  the  human  finama,  tfaera  ia  a 

OS  VHZ  oiaoRJDBSXD  STATB  OF  THS  MOBAi.    BtHking  diaplay  of  ayatematie  order  ami  baaaty. 

WORVD,  WHXir  coirrBASTXD   wiTB  THK     Huodrods  of  muacleaof  differeotfecaBa,  bmMhadt 


BaouLAA  AJTD  sTsTEMATicAL  ORDEM.  o¥    of  boBoa  vaHously  articttlatad,  thousaoda  af  lao* 
TBS  MATBEiAL.  toal  and  lyasphatie  vessola,  and 


vaina  and  arteriea  all  aot  in  uniaaB  ovaiy 
Tha  disordered  state  of  the  moral  world,  con-    omit,  in  order  to  pradnea  Hfe  and 


tnatad  with  the  regular  and  systematical  order  Every  organ  of  sense  is  admirahly  fitlod  to  ta* 

of  Iha  material,  aflbrda  a  atroog  preaomption  of  caive  impressions  from  ita  oonesponding  ohisolfc 

apolhar  atata  in  which  the  nMral  evila  which  The  eye  ia  adapted  to  recaiv  tha  iniprassion  d 

■oar  oxiat  will  be  corrected.  light,  and  light  ia  adapted  to  tha  peenttar  oob* 

When  we  take  a  general  aurvey  of  the  great  atniction  of  the  eye;  the  ear  ia  adapted  lo 

ffihrip  of  tha  imiverae,  or  contemplate  nsore  mi*  and  the  constitution  of  the  air  and  ka 

nntaly  any  of  ila  aubordinate  arrangementa,  the  undulations  are  fitted  to  nmke  an  k 

marka  of  beanty,  order  and  harmony,  are  stri-  the  tympanum  of  the  ear.    Even  in  tha 

U^ly  apparent.    Every  thing  appears  in  ita  pro-  atmction  of  the  meaneat  inssct  we 

par  plaoe,  moving  onward  in  n^jestic  order,  and  aariea  of  adaptations,  and  a  ayataoi  of  nrpnini 

aooooBpUshing  the  end  for  which  it  was  intended,  tion  no  le«  regular  and  admirable  than  tfaoaa  <l 

la  die  planetary  sjrstero,  the  hiw  of  gravitation  man )— and  as  much  care  appeara  to  bo  heatoar* 

ia  fiMwd  to  operate  exactly  in  proportion  to  the  ed  in  bending  a  daw,  articuktaaf  a  joints  ar 

aipaure  of  the  distance,  and  the  squares  of  the  pe-  cUsping  the  filamenta  of  a  feather,  to  anawar  ilo 

rifodic  timea  of  the  planets'  revolutions  round  intend^  purpoee,  as  if  it  were  the  only  ol^eetaa 

the  aun  are  exactly  proportionate  to  the  cubes  of  which  the  Creator  waa  employed.— And  il  if 

thair  distaacea.     Every  body  in  this  system  fin-  worthy  of  remark,  that  our  views  of  the  harnisny 

isbaa  ita  respective  rev(4ution  in  exactly  the  same  and  order  of  the  material  world  beconw  ■atn 

period  of  time,  ao  as  not  to  deviate  a  single  mi-  admirable  and  mtirfmoloiy,  in  proportion  aa  ear 

note  in  the  course  of  a  century.    TheaniMial  re-  knowledge  of  its  arrangementa  ia  anlarfad  nn^ 

volution  of  the  planet  Jupiter  was  aacertainrd  two  extended .     Whether  we  explore,  with  tho  tolo* 

osnturiea  ago,  to  be  accomplished  in  4990  days,  scope,  the  bodies  which  are  dispersed  ihriBMh 

14  hours,  91  minutes,  and  11  aeconds,  and  hia  the  boundleas  regions  of  space,  or  pry,  bj  mn 

rotation  round  hia  axis  in  9  hours,  66  minutes,  help  of  the  microeoope,  into  the  mimHaaf  pnita 

and  iheae  revolutions  are  still  found  to  be  per-  of  nature,  we  perceive  traces  of  order,  and  afan* 

formed  in  exactly  the  eanM  times.    The  earth  quisite  mechanism  and  deeign  whkh  esctoa  adi 

perferms  its  diurnal  revolutloo,  from  one  century  miration  and  wonder  in  every  oontemplalim- 

to  another,  bringing  about  the  alternate  suocea-  mind.    Before  the  invention  of  tho  microaoofOi 

aion  of  day  and  night .  in  exactly  the  same  period  of  we  might  naturally  have  concluded,  that  al  hoit 

tS  hours,  M  minutes,  and  4  seconds.     Through-  yond  the  limits  of  itatural  viaion  waa  a  sosne  af 

out  the  whole  of  this  system,  there  is  none  of  the  confusion,  a  chaotic  masa  of  atonw  witbont  life^ 

bodiea  of  which  il  is  cooipoaed  that  stops  in  ita  form,  or  order;  but  we  now  oloaiiy  paroaaw^ 

motkni,  or  deriatea  from  the  path  preacribed.  that  every  thing  is  regular  and  ayalswajri  ikil 

No  one  interrupts  another  in  its  course,  nor  in-  even  the  dust  on  a  butterf^s  wing,  avesy 

tarferes  to  prevent  the  beneficial  infloencea  of  tinct  particle  of  which  is  inviaibla  to  tho 

attsaetive  power,  or  of  light,  and  heat.    Were  eye,  cooaists  of  regularly  organiaad 

it  oCherwiao— were  tha  earth  to  stop  m  iu  di-  that  in  the  eye  of  a  email  insect,  tan 
I— I  nnuhithwi  aiad  dd^  to  Oihar  in  tha  dim    nicaly  polMhed  glkibidan  mo  Ii  iiiilifliij 
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be  defoured  bj  dngt.    At  tnoUwr,  w  bahold  m 

m  ollMr  huni,  whea  wn  tik«  a  wmrty  of  JVcr»  timmpliiif  on  the  Itwa  oTMlarD  tad  sod*- 

d  ««iU  M  aH  tbe  periodf  of  He  history,  tj,  plunging  iaio  the  moet  abominable  debeucbe- 

m99  IbraagboMt  abaoet  trery  part  of  iis  net,  practietng  cmeltiea  which  IIU  the  mind  with  J^: 

aa  liwiiiiialiii  onae,  and  a  scene  of  horror,  murdering  hie  wife  Octavia,  and  bis  ;  •' 

f  aad  osafuiiaB,  which  are  directly  op-  mollier  Agrippina,  ianuking  Heaven  and  man- 

»  die  baiaaiwy  and  order  which  perrade  kind  by  oSering  up  thanksginngs  to  the  gnds  on 

arial  ayslem.    When  we  take  a  retro-  the  perpetration  of  these  crimes,  and  setting 

I  viaw  of  the  moral  stale  of  mankind,  ire  to  Rome,  that  he  might  amuse  himself  with 

ke  ages  that  are  past,  what  do  we  behold,  the  universal  terror  and  despair  which  that  ca- 

vohiag  scene  of  perfidy,  avarice,  injus-  lamity  inspired.     At  one  epoch,  we  behoM  the 

1  revenge,— of  wars,  rapine,  (ievastation,  Goths  and  Vandals  rushing  like  an  overflowing 

tdthti ;  nation  rising  against  nation,  one  torrent,  from  east  to  west,  and  linom  north  to 

iaabiagafaiasc  another,  tyrants  ezercis-  soath,  sweeping  belbre  them  every  vestige  of 

moot  horrid  cruelties,  superstition  and  civilization  and  art,  butchering  all  within  their 

isBBSolaliag  miWoas  of  victims,  and  a  reach  without  distinction  of  age  or  sex,  and 

■pernio  villaiBS,  termed  Across,  prowling  marking  ilieir  path  with  rApine,  desolation,  anl 

world,  turaing  ftnilfiil  fields  into  a  wil-  eamage.    At  another,  we  behold  the  emissaries  v 

,  boraing  towns  and  villages,  plundering  of  the  Romish  See  slaughtering,  without  (U»> 

and  temples,  drenchmg  the  earth  with  tinction  or  mercy,  the  mild  and  pious  Albigen- 

|ore,  and  erecting  thrones  on  the  ruins  ses,  and  transforming  their  peacefiil  abodes  into 

•sf    Here  we  beboM  aa  .^IsawKlar,  with  a  scene  of  universal  consternation  and  horror, 

sraus  armiM,  driving  the  ploughshare  of  while  the  inquisition  is  torturing  thousands  of 

ion  through  aorrounding  nations,  levelling  devoted  victims,  men  of  piety  and  virtue,  and 

idi  the  chist,  and  mtmacring  their  inof-  committing  their  bodies  to  the  flames. 

inhabitants  in  order  to  gratify  a  mad        At  one  period  of  the  woriil,t  almoat  the  whol^  \( 

I,  and  to  be  eulogised  as  a  hero, — Acre  earth  appeared  to  be  litde  else  than  one  gmt  •«, 

nid  a  Jfsrarei,  fir«l  with  pride  and  with  field  of  battle,  in  which  the  human  raee  saenad  'ilJ 

sf  dominion,  leading  forward  an  army  of  to  be  threatened  with  utter  extermination.    Tba  n. ' 

liHions  of  in&tnated  wretches    to  be  Vandals,  Huns.  Sannstians,  Akns,  and  Svevi,  r^ ' 

irsd    by  the  victorious  and   indignant  were  ravaging  Gaul,  Spain,  Germany,  and  other 

Hen  we  behoU  an  AUmCy  with  his  parts  of  the  Roman  empire;  the  Gioths  were 

m  hordes,  ravaging  the  southern  ooun-  plundering  Rome,  and  laying  waste  the  cities  of 

Europe,  ovi^taming  the  asoei  splendid  Italy  ;  the  Saxons  snd  Angles  were  overrumiinf 

*ala  of  art,  pillaging  the  metropolis  of  Britain  and  overturning  the  government  of  the 

tan  empire,  and  deluging  its  streets  and  Romans.    The  armies  of  Justinian  and  of  the 

with  the  blood  of  the  min,— lAone  we  Huns  snd  Vsndals  were  demisting  Africa,  and 

k  Tamtiimm  overrunning  Persia,  India,  butchering  mankind  by  millions.    The  whole 

r  rsginns  of  Asia,  carrying  slaughter  and  forces  of  Scyihia  were  rushing  with  irresistible 

ion  in  his  train,  and  displaying  his  spor-  impulse  on  the  Roman  empire,  desolating  the 

el^,  by  pounding  three  or  fonr  thousand  countries,  and  almost  exterminating  the  inhabi- 
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and  his  successors  were  extending  ihcir  conqoMts  to  our  view,  features  which  are  directlj  oppeaile 

o?m-  Syria,  Palestine,  Persia,  and  India,  un  the  to  every  ih.ng  we  should  expect  to  contemphlt 

•ast,  and  over  Egypt,  Barbary,  Spain,  and  the  in  a  world  of  systematic  order,  harmooj,  and 

islands  of  tliu  Me<literranean,  on  the  west ;  cut-  knre.     If  we  cast  our  eyes  towards  Atim  we  sImD 

ting  in  pieces  with  their  swords  ail  the  encniies  find  the  greater  part  of  five  hundred  miUiont  of 

of  Ittlamism.    In  Europt^  every  kingdom  was  human   beings  involved  in  political  commotions, 

shattered  to  its  centre ;  in  ihe  Mahoounedan  em-  immersed  in  vice,  ignorance,  and  idolaicyy  and 

pire  in  Jbia^  the  Caltphs,  Sulians,  and  Emirs  groaning  under  the  lash  of  tyrannical  despots, 

were  waging  continual  wars ; — new  sovereignties  in  Persia,  the  cruelly  and  tyranny  of  its  rnlan 

were  daily  rising,  and  daily  destroyed  ;  and  Af'  have  trsiisibrmed  many  of  its  most  fertile  pro- 

rioa  was  rapidly  depopulating,  and  verging  to-  vinces  into  scenes  of  desolation.      In  Turkey, 

wards  desolation  and  barbari»m.  the  avarice  and  fiend-liko  cmelty  of  the  Grand 

Amidst  tKis  universal  clashing  of  nations.  Seignior  and  his  Baxhaws  have  dren^ed  the 

whan   the  wliole  earth  became  one  theatre  of  shores  of  Greece  with  the  blood  of  thousands, 

bloody  revolutions,— scenes  of  horror  were  dis-  turned  Palestine  into  a  wilderness,  and  rendered 

pinyed,  over  which  historians  wished  to  draw  a  Syria,  Armenia,  and  Kurdisian  scen«M  of  injn^ 

veil,  lest  they  should  transmit  an  example  of  tiee  and  rapine.      In  China  and  Japan  a  spirit 

inhumanity  to  succeeding  ages— the  most  fertile  «f  pride  and  jealousy  prevents  the  harmonioas 

and  populous    provinces  were   converted   into  intercourse  of  oiher  branches  of  the  hnaoan  fit- 

dsaerta,  overspread  with  the  scattered  ruins  of  nily,  and  infuses  a  cold-blooded  selfishness  into 

villages  and  cities— every  thing  was  wasted  and  the  breasts  of  their  inhabitants,  and  a  contempt 

daalroyed  with  hostile  cruelty — famine  raged  to  of  surrounding  nations.    Throughout  Tattary, 

Boch  a  degree  that  the  living  were  constrained  to  Arabia,  and  Siberia,  numerous  hostile  tribes  are 

iaad  on  the  dead  bodies  of  their  fellow-citixens—  incessantly  prowling  among  deserts  and  fbrcels 

prisoners  were  tortured  with  the  most  exquisite  in  quest  of  plunder,  so  that  travellers  are  in  edn- 

Ottelty,  and  the  more  illustrious  they  were,  the  linual  danger  of  being  either  robbed,  or  nmrdei^ 

■ore  barbarously  were  they  insulted---cities  were  ed,  or  dragged  into  captivity.— If  we  turn  ov 

bft  witlwol  a  living  inhabitant— -public  buildings  eyes  upon  Afriea,  we  behold  human  nntareMBlK 

wkicb  resisted  the  violence  of  the  flames  were  intoaataieof  the  deepest  degradation— the  slatai 

levelled  with  the  ground— ^very  art  and  science  of  Barbery  in  incessant  hostile  conmotions,  and 

was  abandoned— the  Roman  empire  was  shatter^  plundering  neighbouring  nations  both  bj  sea  aad 

ed  to  its  centre  and  its  power  annihilated — ava-  land— the  petty  tyranui  of  Dahomy,  Benin,  A^ 

rice,  perfidy,  hatred,  treachery,  and  malevolence  hantee,  Congo,  and  Angola,  waging  inceesaai 

reigiMd  triumphant;  and  virtue, benevolence, and  vrars    with   neighbouring    tribes,    maassncring 

every  moral  principle  were  trampled  under  foot,  their  prisoners  in  cok)  blood,  and  decorating  the^ 

Such  scenes  of  carnage  and  desolation  have  palaces  with  their  skuUs— while  other  degraded 
been  displayed  to  a  certain  extent  and  almost  hordes,  in  conjunction  with  ciriKaed  nations,  are 
without  intbrroission,  during  the  whole  period  of  carrying  on  a  traffic  in  man>stealing  and  tJavety, 
this  world*s  history.  For  the  page  of  the  bisio-  which  has  stained  the  human  character  with 
rian,  whether  ancient  or  modem,  presents  to  our  crimes  at  which  humanity  shnddws.'— If  we  torn 
view  lUtlo  more  than  revoliing  details  of  ambi-  our  eyes  towards  Emeries,  we  shall  find  that  vrar 
tious  conquerors  carrying  ruin  and  devastation  and  hostile  incursions  are  the  principal  employ- 
in  their  train,  of  proud  despots  trampling  on  the  meats  of  their  native  tribes,  and  that  the  Bialig- 
rights  of  mankind,  of  cities  turned  into  ruuious  nily  of  infernal  demons,  is  displayed  in  the  toh- 
heaps,  of  countries  desolated,  of  massacres  per-  turM  they  inflict  upon  the  prisoners  laken  In 
petrated  with  infernal  eruelty,  of  nations  dashing  battlov  while  anarchy,  intolerance,  and  politieal 
one  sgainst  another,  of  empires  wasted  and  do-  commotions,  still  agitate  a  great  proportion  of 
stroy^,  of  political  and  religious  dissensions,  its  more  eivilized  inhabitants.— if  we  take  a  aor» 
and  of  the  general  progress  of  iujjustice,  immo-  vey  of  the  Eastern  Archipelago,  and  of  the  isl* 
rality,  and  crime.  Compared  with  the  details  on  ands  which  are  scatterfii  over  the  I^cific  Ocean, 
these  subjects,  all  the  otlier  fiicts  which  have  oo-  we  shall  behoM  immense  groups  of  human  beings, 
curred  in  the  history  of  mankind  are  eonsidered  iastead  of  living  in  harmony  and  affection,  din- 
by  the  historian  as  mert  interludes  in  the  great  playing  the  most  ferocious  dispoettiona  townrdn 
drama  of  the  world,  and  almost  unworthy  of  each  other,  burling  stones,  spears  and  dnrte  OB 
being  recorded.  every  stranger  who  attempts  to  land  vpon  ihrir 

Were  we  to  lake  a  survey  of  the  moral  world  coasts ;  offering  up  human  sacrifices  to  their  IB* 

as  it  now  stands,  a  similar  prospect,  on  the  whole,  femal  deities,  and  feasting  with  delight  on  flm 

teould  be  presented  to  our  view.     Though   the  flesh  and  blood  of  their  enemies, 
shades  of  depravity  with  which  it  is  overspread         if  wedirect  our  attention  towards  f  nrspt,  fh& 

are  not  so  thick  and  dark,  nor  its  commotions  so  roost  traiiquil  and  eivilized  portion  of  the  flinhci 

numerous  and  violent  as  in  aiK:ient  times,  yet  even  Acre  we  shall  behoklnumerona.igrmploMfl(F 

Ibt  Mfed  of  every  nation  under  heaven  preaenli  political  anarchy  and  meral  *dieerder.    Dma^ 
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thi  fault  tUrty  jean,  alnMMl  every  mHUtn  in  lhi«  ibaeofwf  ineenvit  iawiwctiaMr-Ae  Graekt 

^■aiitr  of  iIm  world  baa  been  omtuImcI  to  ita  eai;aged  in  a  ooatest  (wr  librrty,  aurrouiMNia 

OMtro,  aad  become  ibe  aceoe  of  boetile  caaiino*  wtih  bkiod-thinty  aouigonwta,  and  elaughtarad 

tkaa,  of  revolutioM,  and  of  carmeota  rotted  im  wiiInnii  mercy, — PurtUfaJ  the  ecene  of  inleitiBO 

Ueud.     We  bave  beheld  Fraaoe  thrown  from  a  broib  and  ravnluiiotta^--SpaiB  under  the  control 

maX9  ef  arisloeratical  lynnny  and  primiy  do-  of  a  silly  priest-ridden  tyrant,  to  gratify  whoea 

aiaaiion  inio  a  state  of  popular  anarrby  and  lust  of  aiisolute  power,  tbousawdi  of  human 

iiifiisifiii    hnr  ancient  instiiuiiuns  rased  to  the  beings  bave  been  sacriliood,  and  hundreds  of 

grouad,  hnr  princes  and  nobles  banisJied  from  eminent  pairiola  exiled  from  their  native  land^-^ 

Imt  territories,  and  her  moot  oelebraied  phiUwo-  ilie  Inquisition  torturing  its  unhappy  victims,^ 

pbeia,  IB  company  with  the  vilcat  miscreants,  the  Romish  church  thundering  iu  anathemas 

perishiBf  under  the*  stroke  of  the  guillotine,  against  all  who  are  opposed  to  its  inlereeis^ — 

Wn  hainbihrld  %JBmmaparit  riding  in  triumph  the  various  sectariee  of  ProteetanU  nogafod  im 

thraag^  ihn  natinas  over  heaps  of  slain,  scale  mutual  racriminaiioos  and  ooaientions,--end  the 

tirinf   "  fimhraads,  arrows,  and  dsath,"  and  prinoee  and  sovereigns  on  the  Continent  almosl 

prodisekii    miivwaal  commotion  wherever  be  all  eombined  to  op|ioee  the  proyeos  of  libsrty, 


I  i  ovactnmavg  govenuneaia,  "  changing  and  to  prevent  ibe  improvement  of  Ibo  human 

tuiiea,''  nndomiuiiag  the  throaeo  of  emperurs,  mind. 

aad  oatting  ap  kiagi  at  bis  pleasure.    We  bave  If  we  come  nearer  home,  and  lake  a  view  of 

bshaU  kia  nooooMn  again  attempting  to  en-  the  every-day  scenes  which  meet  onr  eye,  what 


twine  iho  cbaiaa  of  tyranny  around  the  necks    da  we  behold  7    A  mixed  aoena  of  buatling  and 
«f  ikair  anlgacia,  and  to  burl  back  the  BMral    confusion,  in  which  vice  and  maletnlanfie  ava 


world  iaia  iha  daikaesa  wbidi  overspread  the  oMot  oonspionous,  and  most  frequently  trii 

DOiona  daring  iba  reign  of  Papal  superstition,  ant.    When  wa  ooniemplale  the  praaaat  i 

Wa  bavf  bakdd  Fblaiid  torn  in  pieoeo  by  iba  of  aodaty,  and  consider  the  pronwHsnt  .diaposi 

jmaiiahln  fcaga  of  Ruaaia,  Auatria,  and  Pru^  tiona  and  princtplea  which  adnata  iba  majority 

m,  bar  iaida  dreaebed  with  blood,  her  pairiola  of  mankind,— (be  beundleea  avarieiooa  desires 

dmghiMnd,  and  bar  name  bloUed  out  firora  the  which  prevail,  and  the  baaa  and  daoaitfal 


int  of  Mtiaoa.     Wa   have   beheld  Moaeow    by  which  they  are  fraqnoM^    fratiAad— ibi 

unnatural  coatantiona  which  ariaebatwean  baa- 


nwslopad  ia  flaoMa,  ita  bonaea,  churches,  and 

friaeaa  uaaUad  kMo  laiaa,  the  blackened  earw  baada  and  wivea,  fiuhars  and  childraa,  bmtben 

•Mas  af  iia  iidmbiiaata  Ueaded  with  the  frag-  aadaiaters— the  jeakHiaieawbkbaubaiBtbetwaaa 

tmUraad  iba  raad  to  SaMlenako  oaverad  with  tboaa  of  the  aame  prtdeaaion  or  aaiployBMalr^ 

it  ikaBcnd  reamiaa  of  carriagea,  muakata,  the  bittemem  and  malioe  with  wbkb  Jaw^aain 

famst  plates,  belmeta,  sad  garments  strewed  in  araoommraced  and  proeecuted— the  nmlevolaaoa 

tfwy  direction,  ^ad  tliousaads  of  the  dying  and  and  caballing  which  attend  electioneering  ooa- 

Iks  dead  heaped  one  upon  another  in  horrible  tests — tlie  brawlings,  fightings,  and  altercations, 

ciafadon,  and  swimming  in  blood.    We  bave  which  so  frequently  occur  in  our  streets,  ale* 

Ubeld  the  demon  of  war  raging  at  Borodino,  houses,  anJ  taverns— and  the  thefts,  robberies, 

Aasleriits,  the  Tyrol,  Wilaa,  Smolrnsko,  Tra-  and  murders,  which  are  daily  comnutted,— ^hea 

blftf,  Campordown,  Eylau,  Jena,  La  Vendee,  we  contemplate  the  baugbtinem  and  oppressioa 

GhUb,  Warsaw,  Friedland,  Talavera,  Sebas-  o^  the  great  and  powerful,  and  the  insubordina- 

tiaa,  Lotxen,  Leipsic,  and   Waterloo,  demo-  lion  of  the  lower  raidu  of  society— when  we  see 

iiAiag  cities, deedatiog  provinces, and  blcndtng  widows  and  orphans  suffering  injustice;  the 

dw  carcasaea  of  horses  and  cattle  with   the  virtuous  persecuted  and  oppreiaed ;  meritorioua 

■angled  remains  of  millions  of  human  beings,  characters  pining  in  poverty  and    indigence ; 

We  bava  bebeU  Spain  and  Portugal  thrown  into  fools,  profligatee,  and  tyrants,  rioting  in  wealth 

ovcby  and  comowtion,  and  beconM  the  scenes  and  abundance ;  generous  actiona  unrewarded ; 

sf  Uondy  revolutiona — Turkey  waging  war  with  crimes  unpunished ;  and  the  vilest  of  men  raised 

rcUgiim  and  liberty— Orrece  overrun  with  blood-  to  statiuns  of  dignity  and  honour^-we  cannot  but 

tknty  BAabometaas,  and  her  shores  and  islands  admit,  that  the  moral  world  preeents  a  scene  of 

Ike  thaatnr  of  the  moat  sangutnaiy  contests.  discord  snd  disorder,  which  mar  both  the  senst* 

And  what  do  we  jnsl  now  behoU  when  we  tive  and  iatellectual  enjoymento  of  mankind, 
oar  eyea  on  surrounding  nations  ?    Russia        Such,  then,  are  the  moral  aspects  of  our  wofU, 

ibrwaid  bar  aumaroaa  armiea  into  the  and  the  diaocdera  which  have  prevailed  duruf 

af  Perma  fiir  dm  purpoaa  of  depredation  ,^,y^,„„|4,^^„<^ll,e  Greeks,  sent  by  the  Cip- 


tad  aiaaghtar, — the  Grand  Seignior  ruling  hia     (^q  p^^^^  lo  Constantinople,  after  tlie  'taking  of 
with  a  rod  of  iron,  and  decorating  the     Ipsaia,  were  expo«ed  on  the  gate  of  the  ser^iaUo, 


tad  aan  of  ua  eaamies,*  whim  hm  Jaaixaries  are    the  detestable  rebels  of  Ipsara  an  extlrpaied  fhna 


the  fkce  of  the  worM,"  *c   It  was  added,  "JM 
'teaeoamonleatlpafhmi  OdeBsa^d^ted  AngiDst    Mendlr  poT^e?.'*'^^  congratulated  the  Botthat 

20» 
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every  period  of  iis  hiiitory.    Th^y  evidently  a  ■mall  part  of  thr  i^rear  plan  of  God's  mamTgD^ 

pniieol  a  ntriking  contraMt  to  llx)  beauty  and  Temmtiri'-^riie  Ci)iiv>ienceiiietit   of  a  verit'r  uf 

iiannntiy  which  penrade  the  general  cunstituiion  dtHpensations  lo  be  ctim^itered  in  a  future  ecrile 

of  rJM  muterial  iiyetem— 4o  tlie  majeiNic  mowe-  of  exintcife,  in  which  bi&t  wudam,  as  well  as  aiF 

mrn'.A  of  the  planetary  orbs,  the  regular  miccvB-  hie  otht-r  aitribitres,  wiH  be  fiilly  dixplayed  befiire' 

n-m  of  day  arid  night,  and  ihe  vicie»iiiidr!i  of  the  evfs  i/iiin  inieltiitrni    ff«priD^.     IfihiecoiH 

Ihe  atea^ton:*;-  the  dianges    of  the    niuun,    the  diMioii  b«»  fiiSniiried,  it  m  ea»y  to  cnareiTe',  ho«r 

et»biiit;  and  flowing  of  the  sea;  the   admirabte  the  moral  d^Drders  which  now  e3ii*t  may  Jie  rec- 

fiiiicfion^  of  the  hunrtn  system  ;  and  the  hanno*  tif:ed  in  a  future  wi>rM.  and  the  inteKisi-m  tmi' 

nio.is  adaptations   of  li^ht  and  heat,  air  and  vertie  rentDred  to  hunnony  and  happfness,  and 

water,  and  the  variocB  objects  in  the  miiieial  and  how  fh««e  mural  diHpensatioO^  which  now  appear 

vte^tabte  kingdoms  to  the  wants  and  the  c<Hiiinrt  dark  antJ  nM'sieriirtM,  will  appear  illustrative  of 

of  animated  beings.    And  can  we,  fcN' a  niointifr,  divine  wii^JiHn  and  iatelligenre,  when  contem* 

woppo^  that  this  scene  of  moral  disorder  and  plated  as  parts  of  one  granil  system   wliirh  i*  to 

anarchy   was  the  ultimate  end  lor  which  tho  run  parallel  rn  diiraiiotrwr<h  eternity  haelf.  But, 

material  system  was  created?    Can  we  stippoite  if  this  be  n-jtrted,  the  moral  world  presents  to- 

that  the  earth  is  every  moment  impelled  in  Its  our  view  an  inexiricalile  maze,  a  choo^,  a  soenr 

annual  and  diurnal  course  by  the  hand  of  Omni-  of  interminable  confuAion,  and  do  proeped  ap^ 

potence— that  it  presents  mw  beauties  every  pears  of  i's  being  ever  nosiored  to  harmony  aMf 

oponing  spring — brings  forth   the  treisures  of  order.     The    conduct    of  the    Deity    appears 

autumn,  and  displays  so  mai^  sublime  and  vari-  shrouded  in  impenetrable  darkness ;  and  ther* 

egated   landscapes— that  the  sun  diffuses  his  is  no  resisting  of  the  conclusion,  that  imperfee- 

Kght  over  all  its  regiom,  that  the  moon-  cheers  tion  and  folly  are  the  characteristics  of  the  AV 

tha  shades  of  night,  and  the  stars  adorn  the  ca-  mighty— ^a  conclusion    fmiA    wtiich    the    mind 

DOpy  of  the  sky,  from  one  generaik>K  to  another  shrink)  bsck  with  horror,  and  which  can  nevor 

■aaerely  that  a  set  of  robbers  and  desperadoes,  be  admitted  by  luiy  rational  6eing  who  recogniaef 

and  the  murderers  of  nati<»is,  might  prowl  over  a  supreme  intelligence  priaiding  over  the  aftkv 

tha  frorld  for  the  purpose  of  depredation  and  of  the  universe. 

■hmghter,  that  tyrants  might  gratify  their  mod  

•odNtioo,  that  vice  might  triumph,  that  virtue 

might  be  disgraced,  that  the  laws  of  moral  order  SECTION  nC. 

night  be  trampled  luder  foot,  and  that  the  soo- 

euasivs  generations  of  mankind  might  mingle  in  an  thc  jfvrqtUAts  pist^ibu  rroji    or  s»» 

this  bulling  and  discordant  scene  for  a  few  wards  aitd  PtririsHXEars  »  trb  nob* 

years,  and  then  sink  for  ever  into  the  shades  of  scirr  statk. 

aonihilatron  ?    Yet  such  a  conclusion  we  are 

obliged  to  admit,  if  there  is  no  future  state  in  The  mieqiial  distribuliim  of  rewards  and  pCK 


which  the  present  disorders  of  the  moral  world  ntshmeiits  in  the  present  state,  viewad  in 

will  be  corrected,  and  the  plan  of  the  divine  go-  nezion  with  the  jnstice  and  other  attributes  of 

vemment  more  fully  developed.     And  if  this  con-  the  Deiry,  forms  another  powerful  argument  far 

elusion  be  admitted,  how  shall  we  be  able  to  support  of  the  doctrine  of  a  fiiture  state, 

perceive  or  to  vindicate  the  wiselom  of  the  Cre-  It  is  admitted,  to  a  certain  extent,  that  '*  fv* 

ator  in  his  moral  administration  ?    We  account  tue  is  iix  own  reward,  and  vice  its  own  paniriK 

it  folly  in  a  human  being  when  he  constructs  a  ment.'*    The  natural  tendency  of  virtue,  or  an 

machine,  either  for  ix>  purpose  at  all,  or  for  no  obedience  lo  the  laws  of  God,  is  torprodnce  hap-- 

good  purpose,  or  for  the  promotion  of  mischief,  piness ;   and  were  it  universally  practised,  it 

And  how  can  we  avoid  ascribing  the  same  inn  would  produce  the  greatest  degree  of  happineaa 

perfection  to  the  Deity,  if  the  present  state  of  of  which  human  nature  in  the  prvaem  atata  ii 

the  moral  world  be  the  ultimate  end  of  all  his  susceptible.     In  like  manner,  the  natural  ten* 

physical   arrangements?     But  hb  wisdom  is  dencyof  vice  is  to  produce  misefy;  and  were  im 

moat  strikingly  displayed  in  the  adaptations  and  prevalence  oniversal  and  uncontrolled,  tha  wortf 

arrangements  which  relate  to  the  material  sys-  would  bo  transformed  into  a  society  of  dennana, 

tem, — and  a  Being  possessed  of  boundless  intel-  and  every  species  of  happiness  banished  framF 

ligence  must  necessarily  be  supposed  to  act  tn  the  abodes  of  men.     By  connecting  happinuit 

eontiiteiugf  with  hinnelf.    He  cannot  display  with  the  observance  of  his  laws,  and  misery  wi4i 

wisdom  in  the  material  systen,  and  folly  in  thoaa  the  violation  of  them,  the  Governor  of  tha  wurif^ 

arrangements  which  pertain  to  the  worM  of  mind,  in  the  genertU  course  of  his  providenoa,  gtvaa  • 

To  suppose  the  contrary,  would  be  to  divest  him  disphiy  of  the  rectitude  of  hia  chandar,  and  tbm 

af  hkiiMtiiattribMtaa,andeMtoctfliayen»  imptftiality  of  his  aUoimeflM  towtfdi  the  niib« 

tion  his  very  existence.  jeets  of  his  government. 

Wo  are  therefore  neeessarily  led  to  oonckida,  But,  although  these  poaitioaa  bold  tma,  im  tte 
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■wrabU  cmw  in  which  the  jaatiM  of  God,  mad  barncd  for  berenv,  ibeir  trem  to  be  rooted  up^ 

iho  iapvtitUtjr  of  hit  prucMJure,  would  bo  liable  and  ilietr  huu»e«  lo  br  razed  to  the  |;rouDd. 

10  be  iwpiThad.  if  ibis  world  were  the  only  Afterwards  a  violent   persecution  coounenced 

■grnt  of  rowvda  nod  pwishreeats.     We  behold  against  the  whole  of  this  hileresiinf  peof^e,  and 

A  poor  stwiug  wretch,  whom  hunger  has  inn  an  army  f>f  baiHlitii  wm  sent  to  carry  ih«  Iwliish 

paUtid  to  brsnk  open  a  house,  in  order  to  satisfy  purpose  inio  eflect.     The  soldiers  began  with 

kia  craving  apfMCile,  or  lo  relieve  the  wants  of  a  roasKacring  ihe  old  men,  women,  and  cliikJreu, 

lisipless  fiuaiiy,  dragged  with  ignominy  lo  the  all  having  fkHl  who  were  able  lo  fly  ;  and  ihtn 

■*^<c.u  Id  M^ir  death  for  his  otfenee.     We  be*  proceeued  to  burn  their  houses,  barns,  corn,  and 

hold,  at  Ibo  aaiM  lime,  the  very  tyrant  by  wIkmo  whaiever  else  sppertained  to  them.   -In  tlte  town 

Older  iho  ssBloneo  was  eucnted,  who  has  plun-  of  Cabriere  sixty  men  and  thirty  women,  who 

deiwd  pimritsii  and  muidsrod  millions  of  human  Imd  surrendered  upon  promise  of  lifo,  were  but* 

boil^pv  who  hat  wounded  the  peace  of  a  thousand  chered  each  of  them  without  mercy.     Some 

fiusilieaa  «■!  pioduced  wiiversal  cuostematioa  women,  who  had  taken  refuge  in  a  church,  were 

uad  despair  wherever  he  mpeared*  regaling  dragged  out  and  bunit  alive.    Twenty-two  viW 

himaslf  m  iho  midst  of  his  fonmriiss,  in  perfoct  lages  were  reduced  to  ashes )  and  thai  populous 

sscurily  fiom  human  punishmenls.    Instead  of  am!  Boorishing  district  was  again  turned  into  ■ 

beii^  kadad  with  foUem,  and  dragged  u>  a  duiK>  cheerless  desert.    Yet,  after  all  these  atrocities 

gaao,  to  await  ia  hupslaw  agoay  the  puniahment  had  been  committed,  the  proud  pampered  priests, 

ef  hii  criaea,  bo  dwells  amidst  all  the  luxoriM  aC  whose  instigation  this  ptosecution  waa  eom» 

ad  aplfladouas  of  a  palaee ;  his  favour  is  eourted  meoced,  were  fiermitted  to  live  in  splendour,  to 

bf  aufrmmding  ausarlants ;  his  praisee  are  cham-  emit  over  the  victims  of  their  cmetty,  to  revel 

«d  by  oialorB  aad  poela ;  the  aiory  of  his  eiploiis  in  palaces,  and  to  indulge  in  the  moat  shamefol 

iitiiipavad  ia  brass  and  marWe ;  and  historians  debaucheries.— If  the  present  be  the  only  stats 

mmd  raady  lo  traasBHl  bis  fome  to  fiitore  gene-  of  punishments  and  rewards,  how  shad  we  vin- 

How  «kioa  the  equity  of  Ihe  divine  go*  dicate  the  rectitude  of  the  Almighty,  in  aueh 

appear,  m  such  caaee,  in  petmitting  an  dispensations  7 

punishamnt  to  be  inflicted  on  the  least  o^  In  the  reign  of  Louis  XIV.  and  by  the  erden 

fcyer,  aad  la  loadiag  the  greatest  miscreant  of  that  despot,  the  Proteefants  of  Pranee  wera 

«i&  uamcrited  enjoyments  ?                            »  treated  with  the  moet  wanton  and  diabolical  ere* 

Again,  ia  ahaoat  every  period  of  the  worU,  ehy.    Their  bouses  were  rifled,  their  wives  aad 

as  behold  oma  of  piety  and  virtue  who  have  daqghters  ravished  before  their  eyes,  and  thfli 

mttmi  tha  aawt  aajuat  and  cruel  treatment  from  bodies  forced  lo  endure  all  the  torments  that  fai- 

itbaadsoT  hanghty  tyrants  and  blood-thirsty  genious  malice  could  contrive.    Hb  diaguwn 

pmseutora.     It  would  require  volumes  to  do-  who  were  employed  in  this  infomous  eipedi* 

mibe  the  instmroents  of  cruelty  which  have  tion,  pulled  them  by  the  hair  of  their  heads, 

hem  invented  by  these  fiend-like  monsters,  and  plucked  the  nails  of  their  fingers  and  toes,  prick- 

dasacrnciating  torments  which  have  been  en-  ed  their  naked  bodies  with  pins,  smoked  them  in 

^Bcd  by  the  victims  of  their  tyranny,  while  their  chimneys  with  wi-^ps  of  wet  straw,  threw 

JBiUee  seamed  to  slumber,  and  the  perpetrators  them  into  ftres  and  heM  them  till  they  were  al- 

ewe  permitted  lo  exult  in  their  crimes.     Tbo  most  burnt,  shmg  them  into  wells  of  water,  dip* 

Wildenses,  who  lived  retired  from  the  rest  of  ped  them  into  ponds,  took  hold  oi  them  with  red 

IW  world,  among  the  bleak  recesei^  of  the  Alps,  hot  pincers,  cut  and  slashed  them  with  knives, 

««B  a  people  distingoislied  fiw  piety,  industry,  and  beat  and  tormented  them  to  death  in  a  roost 

wd  the  practice  of  every  moral  virtue.    Their  umnercifol  and  cruel  manner.  Some  were  hanged 

ivasaat  labour  subduni  the  barren  soil,  and  on  the  gallows,  and  others  were  broken  upon 

pispared  k  both  for  grain  and  pasture.     In  the  wheeU,  and  their  mangled  bodies  were  either  left 

6t  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  they  in-  unburied,  or  cast  into  fakes  and  dooghiHs,  with 

to  tha  manber  of  eighteen  thousand,  oe-  'every  mark  of  indignation  and  contempt.    Ma- 

thirty  villages,  besides  hamlets,  the  reschal  .Mnntrevel  acted  a  conspicuous  part  in 

lip   of  their  owa  hands.     Regular  these  barbarous  executions.     He  burnt  five  htm- 

tbey  had  none,  nor  any  disputes  sboot  dred  men,  women,  and  children,  who  were  as' 

neither  had  they  ooeasioa  for  courts  of  sembled  together  in   a  mill  to  pray  and  sing 

tar  brotherly  love  dkl  not  suffer  them  to  psalms ;  he  cut  the  throats  of  four  hundred  of  the 

mil  ftw.    They  worshipped  God  according  to  new  converts  at  Mon^lier,  and  drowned  their 

■lihlifai  of  their  eeaeeienee  and  the  rules  of  wives  aad  chiklrsn  in  the  river,  near  Aignet 

Uiwar^  practised  the  precepu  of  hu  law,  and  Mortes.    Yet  the  haughty  tyrant  by  whose  or- 

^kf&i  tiia  aweete  of  mutual  affection  and  kyve.  ders  these  barbarous  deeds   were  conunitted, 

TaitUi  paaoaaMa  aad  ialarestiaf  people  b^  ahmg  with  hboMreschals  and  grandees,  who  aa- 

aaaa  the  victims  of  the  most  cruel  and  bloody  sisted  in  the  execution — instead  of  suffering  the 

In  the  ymir  1640,  the  parliament  visitations  of  retributive  justice,  continued,  for 

riad.  to  tkl  hi  aB  Iha 


to  ha    thirty  yaan  dkv  thk  pariad, 


49  THE  PHIL080PHT  OF  A  FUTURE  STATE. 

■plendoura  of  absolute  royaltr,  entering  into  to-  nme  oondusioa  (oreei  itself  upoo  the  wiai. 

lenui  irealiei,  and  breaking  (hem  when  he  piea-  When  we  behold,  oo  Uie  uoe  hand,  the  Tiilaaai 

■ed,  and  arrogating  to  hinwelf  divine  hoiuiura ;  and  U|yrighl  votary  of  religion  etniggling  wilk 

nnd  his  hiatoriana,  instead  of  branding  his  me-  poverty  and  misery,  treated  with  scorn  and  eon- 

mory  with  infamy,  have  procured  for  him  tho  tempt,  persecuted  cmi  acoouni  of  bis  integrity  and 

appellation  of  Louis  the  Gmcat.  piety,  despoiled  of  his  earthly  enjoyments,  or 

A  thousand  examples  of  this  doscription  might  condemned  to  on  ignominious  dimib  ;  and  on  lbs 
be  ooliecled  from  the  records  evtn  of  nKxiern  other,  the  profligate  and  oppreMor,  the  innolnl 
history,  were  it  necessary  for  the  illustration  uf  despisvr  of  (iod  and  religion,  passing  his  days 
this  topic.  The  horrible  cruelties  whicli  were  in  aflhienre  and  luxurious  ease,  prosemting  with 
committed  on  the  Protestant  inhabitants  u  the  impunity  his  unhallowed  courses,  arid  robbing  lbs 
NetherUnds  by  the  agents  of  Charles  V.  and  widow  and  the  fatherless  of  their  dcamc  eoas- 
Philip  II.  of  Spain,  where  more  than  a  himdred  fiMis— when  we  behold  hypocrisy  snccessfol  ii 
thousand  persons  of  respectable  characters  were  all  its  scliemes,  and  honesty  and  loctitude  over- 
butdiered  without  mercy  by  the  Dukes  of  Alva  looked  and  neglected— the  desirr^ers  of  oiarsp^ 
and  Parma,  for  their  adherence  to  the  religion  cies  kiaded  with  wealth  and  honours,  while  lbs 
of  ibeReformersr— (he  dreadful  massacres  which  benefactors  of  mankind  are  pining  in  obncority 
took  place,  on  St.  Barthokimew's  day,  in  Paris  and  indigence  knaves  and  fools  exalted  to  posts 
•nd  throughout  every  province  of  Franco--(he  of  dignity  and  honour,  and  men  of  nprtgfalassi 
perMcutiuos  of  the  Protestants  in  England,  do-  and  inielliKence  nvated  with  soorn,  and  doomed 
ring  the  reign  of  Queen  Mary,  when  the  fires  to  an  inglorious  obscurity-^riminaia  of  Ibe  deep 
of  Bmithfield  were  kindled  to  consume  the  bodies  est  dye  escaping  with  impmiity,  and  genarons 
of  the  most  pious  and  venerable  men— the  Irish  actions  meeting  with  a  basa  ruward"  when  wt 
BMSsarrn  in  the  reign  of  Charles  I.  when  more  saa  young  men  of  virtue  and  intellifroea  cot  off 
Iban  40,000  inoffensive  individuals  were  slaugh-  in  early  li&,  when  they  were  just  begimiag  It 
tared  without  distinction  «f  age,  sex,  or  condi-  bless  mankind  with  their  philantbrapio  labean, 
lion,  and  with  every  circumstance  of  ferocious  and  tyrants  and  oppressors  continuing  tbo  psiCi 
cruelty— tba  persecutioos  endured  by  the  Soot-  of  society,  and  prolonging  their  livea  to  oU  ags 
tirii  Prasbyleriaaa,  when  they  were  driven  from  in  the  mkbt  of  their  folly  and  wickedness  ha 
Ibsir  dwellings,  and  hunted  like  wiU  beasts  by  man  beings  torn  fVom  their  friends  and  fhair  aft* 
tba  bloM^tbirsty  Claverhouse  and  his  savage  tive  home,  consigned  to  perpetual  alavary,  and 
dragoons  the  many  thousands  of  worthy  men  reduced  below  the  level  of  the  beasts,  whiU  Ibair 
wbo  have  fallen  victims  to  the  flames,  and  the  oppressors  set  at  defiance  the  laws  of  God  and 
onael  tortures  inflicted  by  the  Inquisitors  of  niaa,  revel  in  luxurious  abimdance,  and  praapar 
Spain,  while  their  haughty  persecutors  were  per-  in  their  crimes ;— when  we  behoki  one  oMioB 
mitled  to  riot  on  the  spoils  of  nations— lbs  fiend-  and  tribe  irradiated  with  intellectual  li^,  aa^ 
like  cruelties  of  the  Mogul  emperors  in  their  ther  immersed  in  thick  darkness ;  one  eiqoyiag 
Uoody  wars— (he  devastations  and  atrocitieacoro-  the  blessings  of  civiliution  and  liberty,  aaolbar 
milled  by  the  Persian  tiespois — (he  massacre  of  groaning  under  tlie  lash  of  despotism,  and  dnnmwd 
tbe  Gardiotes  by  Ali  Pacha,  and  of  the  inhabi-  to  slavery  and  bondage^— when  we  coatansplair 
taats  of  Scio  by  the  ferocious  Turks— are  only  aucb  facts  throughout  every  department  of  tba 
a  fow  instances  out  of  many  thousands,  whiiji  moral  world,  can  we  suppose,  for  a  moment,  ibM 
tbe  annsls  of  history  record  ofhuman  beings  suf>  the  Divine  administration  is  boonded  by  tbe  visi* 
foring  the  most  unjust  and  cruel  treatment,  while  bla  scene  uf  things,  that  the  real  characters  of 
their  tyrannical  pfTseciitors  were  permitted  to  men  shall  never  be  brought  to  light,  thai  vico  ii 
prosecute  tlieir  diabolical  career  without  suffer-  to  remain  in  eternal  concealment  and  impunilji 
ing  the  punishment  due  to  their  crimes.  When  and  that  the  noblest  virtues  ars  never  to  raoaivo 
tbe  mind  takes  a  deliberate  review  of  all  the  re-  their  just  "  recompence  ti  reward  ?*'  To  admit 
volling  details  connected  with  such  facts,  it  is  such  oooclusinns  wouM  be  in  effect  m  doiqr  Iba 
ttaiurally  led  to  exclaim,  "  Wbereforo  do  (he  wisdom,  goodness,  and  rectitude  of  &e  Rulor  of 
wicked  live,  become  oM,  yea  are  migli(yii>iK>wef1  the  worU,  or  to  suppooo,  that  bis  aB-wiaa  wad 
Is  there  no  reward  for  tho  riKhteousf  Is  there  no  benevolent  designs  may  be  didealad  by  tba  Ibly 
punishment  for  the  workers  of  iniquity  ?  Is  there  and  wickedness  of  human  being*.  But  sacfa  cob- 
do  God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth?*'  And,  in-  duaions  sre  so  palpably  and  extravafantly  lb* 
deed,  were  there  no  retribatiooa  beyond  the  limits  oord,  that  the  only  other  altsmative,  tba  haMU^ 
of  the  present  lifo,  wa  shouU  be  necessarily  ofa  future  staia  of  existence,  maybe  praMNOMoi 
obliged  to  admit  ons  or  other  of  the  foHowingoon-  to  have  the  force  of  a  msrat  drwsnKraft'sn.  80 
dusions,— either  that  no  Moral  Governor  of  the  that,  had  we  no  other  argument  to  prodBea  bi 
VMrU  exists,  or,  that  justiea  and  judgoMBt  ara  npportof  thadoetriasof  afrtfuraaialooriotA- 
BOt  the  foondatKNi  of  his  dirone.  butioo,  this  alone  would  be  sidBcicBt  to  CMiy 

When  wo  take  a  survey  of  tho  moral  worU  ooavietion  to  every  mind  that  rseogniaaa  iht  0B> 
WB,M '»  mum  m  itm  ftmmn  ^t  tkm 
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jat  Tievffs  of  Um  atiribatM  wUeb  mutC 
nriiy  b«  diaplajBd  id  hk  moral  admiaiBin-' 


oaibofint 
H  rich  is 


Wo 


Whoo  thio  coociiMioo  b  oooo  adoiiUed,  it 
111  II  m  the  perplezitieo,  and  oohroa  oU  tho 
^iCodUmo  wiuch  BatnraUj  oriao  in   the  nuod, 
wbao  il  coolonplaloo  the  preooot  dioordorod  stole 
of  tfaa  MorolwoirUi  ond  iha  opfioroatljr  copriniouo 
omiiiiiii  in  iHiieh  punkdimeoto  ond  rewordi  are 
daprn—d.    Roolisiof  Uiio  iniporunt  truth,  we 
■ood  imc  bo  lUfiwioodot  the  unequal  dutribution 
of  the  DiTiBO  fiivoiuo  omoog  the  Toriouo  nolioao 
aad  tnboe  of  OMuriiiod ;  einoe  they  are  all  placed 
of  their  exiateaoe,  ond  eternity 
,  to  eompentato  ibr  all  the 
iaoqaolitiei  of  fbrtnno  whiefa'now 
■ood  not  be  oforwhefaned  with  an* 
lio  behold  the  pious  ood  phihuithro* 
pis  jronth  eoft  dofifo  at  the  oomnMocement  at  his 
vbftDooo  carasr,  siaeo  thooo  budo  of  virtue  which 
bogaa  to  ooMd  tbsnoohres  with  oo  much  beoulj 
m  the  preoeat  life,  will  be  luDy  expanded  ond 
Wng  forth  nobler  firoils  of  rifhteonsnoM  in  that 
Kfr  whach  wil  nofor  end.    We  need  not  wonder 
ohm  wo  behold  tyroals  and  profligatoo  triumph- 
ing ami  tho  oaoollont  ones  of  the  earth  trampled 
fool,  sineo  iho  ibturo  world  will  prooont  a 
of  cfoiioUo  odmaiolralion,  ■  which  tho 
of  Iho  npri|^t  will  bo  tnmed  into  joy, 
it  triompho  of  iho  wiched  mto  conliision  and 
ibaM,  and  ororj  one  rewarded  according  to  his 
o«ka    Wo  need  not  harass  our  minds  with 
pOflssing  doubifl,  rsspocttnf  the  wisdom  and 
ifii^oftbodisponsationfiof  Proridenoe;  since 
Is  oKiral  gor^mment  of  God  extends  beyond 
It  ksriis  c^lhii  worU,  and  oU  its  dark  ami  in- 
■azoo  will  be  fully  unrareUed  in  the  light 
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hfBlvtnj;  all,  and  in  a  perffci  whnie 
OMtioT.  as  the  prospect  wMer  spreads, 
Tb  Reason's  eye  will  then  clear  up  apace. 

— — Th»(n  Bhall  we  nee  the  caose 

Vtgr  annwumlnff  Worth  In  secret  liv'd, 
AM  died  neglected :  why  the  i;ood  man's  share 
hlifc  woa  gall  and  hiUemeas  of  soul ; 
V^  the  lone  widow  and  her  orphans  pin'd 
h  nanrinc  solitude,  while  Luxury, 
hprives,  Uy  stmlolngher  low  thought, 
Ibfonn  niireal  wants ;  why  hcavnn  bom  Truth 
Moleratlon  fiUr,  wore  the  red  nrnrks 


VBopersUtlon'B  scourge ;  why  lloens'd  Pain, 
list  cruel  spoiler,  that  Imbosom'd  foe. 
WMlier*d  all  our  bliss.— Ye  c:ood  diatrest ! 
VlBoMe  rew!  who  here  unhenrtlng  stand 
iaioth  life's  pressure,  yet  iieax  up  awhile, 
Asi  what  your  bounded  view,  which  only  saw 
AlKte  part,  deemed  evil,  is  no  more : 
Ifemsrass  of  Wintry  Ume  wlU  quickly  pass, 
IMsno  onkioanded  Spring  encircle  all.— 

Thompeon'e  Winter. 

Thns  it  appears,  that,  sithough  God,  in  tho 
fmsrd  ooorso  of  his  provjdenoe,  hos  connected 
~~  '  with  the  observance  of  his  laws,  and 
widi  the  riolatioQ  of  them,  in  order  to 
ly  tho  roctitnde  of  his  nature,  and  his  ha* 
M  of  moral  oril;  yotbohis,  at  the  same  time, 


in  numerous  instances,  permitted  rice  to  tri- 
umph, and  virtue  to  be  persecuted  and  oppreso- 
ed,  to  convince  us,  that  his  government  of  hu- 
man beings  is  not  bounded  by  the  limits  of  time, 
but  extends  into  the  eternal  world,  where  the 
system  of  his  moral  administration  will  be  com- 
pleted, his  wisdom  and  rectitude  justified,  and 
the  mysterious  ways  of  his  Providence  com- 
pletely unravelled. 

This  argument  might  have  been  farther  illuo- 
trated  from  a  consideration  of  those  moral  pciw 
ceptions  implanted  in  the  human  constitution, 
and  which  may  be  considered  as  having  the 
force  of  OMral  laws  proceeding  from  the  Gover- 
nor of  the  universe.  The  diSbronco  between 
right  and  wrong,  virtue  and  vice,  is  foonded  upon 
the  nature  of  things,  and  is  percepliblo  by  every 
intelligent  agent  whose  moral  feelings  are  not  a^ 
togetlnnr  blunted  by  vicious  indulgences.  Wen 
a  man  to  affirm  that  there  is  no  difiermco  be- 
tween justice  and  injustice,  love  and  hatred, 
truth  and  (alsohood ;  that  it  is  equally  the  same 
whether  we  bo  faithful  to  a  friend  or  betray  him 
to  his  enemies,  whether  servants  act  with  fid^ 
lity  to  their  masters  or  rob  them  of  their  pro- 
perty, whether  rulers  opprew  their  subjects  or 
promote  their  interests,  and  whether  parents 
nourish  their  ehikiren  with  tendomom,  or  som* 
ther  them  in  their  crndleo  ho  would  at  oneo 
be  denouneud  as  a  fool  and  a  nodmon,  and  his- 
sed out  of  society.  The  difference  between  snch 
actions  b  eternal  and  unchangeable,  and  every 
moral  agent  is  endued  with  a  foeolty  which  en- 
ables him  to  perceive  it.  We  ean  chooee  to 
perform  the  one  class  of  actions  and  to  refrain 
from  the  other ;  we  can  comply  with  the  voice 
of  conscience  which  deters  us  from  the  onO| 
and  excites  us  to  the  other,  or  wo  cao  resist 
its  dictates,  sod  we  can  judge  whether  our  ac- 
tions deserve  reward  or  punishment.  Now, 
if  Grod  has  endued  us  with  such  moral  perce|^ 
tions  and  capscities,  is  it  reasonable  to  suppose, 
that  it  is  equally  indifferent  to  him  whether  we 
obey  or  disobey  the  laws  he  has  prescribed? 
Can  we  ever  suppose,  that  He  who  governs  the 
univefMO  is  an  unconcerned  spectator  of  the  good 
or  evil  actions  that  happen  throughout  his  do- 
minions ?  or  that  he  has  left  man  to  act,  with 
impunity,  socording  to  his  inclinations,  whether 
they  be  right  or  wrong?  Ff  such  suppositions 
cannot  be  admitted,  it  follows  that  man  is  so* 
coimtablo  for  his  actions,  and  that  it  must  be  aa 
essential  part  of  the  Divine  government  to  bring 
every  action  into  judgment,  and  to  punish  or  re- 
ward his  creatures  accoiding  to  their  works. 
And  if  it  appear,  in  point  of  fact,  that  such  retri- 
butions are  not  fully  awarded  hi  the  present 
state,  nor  a  visible  distinction  made  between  tho 
righteous  and  the  violators  of  his  law,  we 'must 
necessarily  admit  the  conclusion,  that  the  full 
and  equitable  distribotion  of  punishments  and 
rewards  is  reserved  to  a  future  worid,  when  a 
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ntible  aod  ererlasting  dwiiiicfiao  will  be  bmi1«,  Between  the  plants  and  the  eeede  of  TefMalbt 

Md  the  whole  intelligent  creetion  dearlj  die-  there  is  not  the  moei  dttlnnt  einiUnrilj.     A 

eem  between  him  tluAt  serted  God  and  him  that  small  seed,  onlj  one-tenth  of  an  indi  in  4iia*> 

Mrved  him  noU  fer,  after  rotting  for  a  while  in  the  earth,  shoeli 

forth  a  stem  ten  thousand  times  greater  is  ste 

-— —  thsn  the  germ  (rom  whidi  it  epnmg,  the  hranrfcn 

nf  which  afford  an  ample  shelter  far  the  fawb  sf 

SECTION  X.  heaven.      The  tribes  of  animated  naun«  an 

likewise  in  a  state  of  progressive  change,  eillKr 

ov  THX    ABSUBDiTT  OF    siTPPOsiira   THAT  from  inCincj  to  maturity  and  old  age,  or  frMi 

THE  THurxme  pniirciPLB  iw  mav  will  one  state  of  eaistenre  to  another.-  The  eaiaib 

xvBM  BE  AirMiHiLATEO.  pUUiT  IS  6rst  an  egg,  next,  a  6rawliag  wam, 

then  a  nymph  or  chrsrsalia,  and  dkenrarda  a 

It  if  highly  unreasonable,  if  not  absurd,  to  butterfly  adorned  with  the  nMwt  gnixly  coUnil. 

■nppose  that  the  thinking  principle  in  man  wiU  The  may-bug  bpeile  burrows  in  the  earth  whsfi 

ever  be  annihilated.  it  drops'  its  egg,  from  which  its  yomf  emspi 

In  so  &r  as  our  knowledge  of  the  universe  oot  in  the  shape  of  a  maggot,  which  cast  Iti 

extends,  there  does  not  appear  a  single  instance  akin  every  year,  and,  in  the  fourth  7eer»  it 

«f  annihilation  throughout  the  m^erial  system,  bursts  from  the  earth,  unfaUs  its  wingB»  mi 

There  is  no  reasun  lo  believe,  that,  throughout  saita  in  rapture  **  through  the  aeft  air."    Tka 

all  the  worids  which  are  dispersed  through  the  animal  and  vegetable  trHMS  are  blendadf  by  a 

iounensity  of  spa'*e,  a  single  atom  has  ever  yet  variety  of  wonderfiil  and   inoesaaat  ohangea. 

been,  or  ever  will  be  annihilated.    From  a  vac  Animal  productions  afford  food  and  iwiM 

riaty  of  observations,  it  appears  highly  probable,  ment  to  the  vegetable  tribes,  and  the  varioa 

that  the  work  of  creation  is  still  going  forward  parts  of  animals  are  compounded  of  matlar  4^ 

im  the  distant  regions  of  the  universe,  and  that  rived  from  the  vegetable  kingdonk    The  wetl 

the  Creator  is  replenishing  the  voids  of  space  of  the  sheep,  the  horns  of  the  cow,  the  leelh  d 

wkh  new  worlds  and  new  ordeia  of  intelligent  the  Kon,  the  feathera  of  the  ptaeack,  wad  lb 

beings  i  and  it  is  reasonable  to  believe,  from  akin  of  the  deer    nay,  even  our  bands  Mid  iaali 

the  ineeasant  ^^i^ocj  of  Divine  Omnipotence,  our  eyea  and  ears,  with  which  we  handle  mi 

Ihat  new  sjrstems  will  be  continually  emerging  walk,  see  and  hear,  and  the  crimson  ioid  dal 

IMo  existence  while  eternal  agee  are  rolling  on.  cireuhites  in  our  veins-Hure  deiived  froos  pitfli 

But  no  instance  has  yet  occurred  of  any  sys-  and  herbs  which  onoe  grew  in  the  fields,  wWih 

tan  or  portkm  of  matter  either  in  heaven  or  demonstrate  the  literal  truth  of  the  aaeisnc  ap 

earth  having   been  reduced    to   annihilation,  ing ,  **  AU  flesh  is  grass." 
Ckangm  are  indeed   inceesantly  taking  place,        Still,  however,  amklst  these  varieos  Mid  nft* 

in  countless  variety,  throughout  every  depart-  ceasing  changes  and  transfermalioae,  no  en»* 

Ment  of  nature.    The  spots  of  the  sun,  the  pie  of  annihiUition  has  yet  occurred  to  ibe  eyt 

belts  of  Jupiter,  the  surfiice  of  the  moon,  the  of  the  most   penetrating  obeerver.     Wbsa  a 

rings  of  Saturn,  and  several   portions  of  the  piece  of  coal  undergoes  the  proceao  of 

■tarry  heavens,  are  frequently  changing  or  vary-  tion,  its  previous  form  disappeara,  and  its 

iag  their  aspects.    On  the  earth,  mountains  are  ponent  parts  are  dissolved,  but  the 

crumbling  down,  the  caverns  of  the  ocean  filling  panicles  of  which  it  was  composed  still 

•p,  islands  are  emerging  from  the  bottom  of  the  in  existence.    Part  of  it  is  changed  inle  cnhMii^ 

•ea,  and  again  sinking  into  the   abyss;  the  part  into  gas,  and  part  into  tar,  amoke,  mA 

ocean  is  frequently  shifting  its  boundaries,  and  ashes,  which  are  soon  farmed  into  otlwr  oaabi> 

trees,    plants,  and  waving    grain    now  adorn  nations.    When  vegetables  die,  or  are  4ece»> 

nany  tracts  which  were  once  ovenvhelmed  with  posed  by  heat  or  cdd,  they  are  resolved  ato 

the  foaming  billows.    Earthquakes  have  pro-  their  primitive  elements. catoric,  light,  hyHroga«| 

duced    frequent   devastations,  vofeanoes   have  oiygen,  and  carbon « — which  innnediately  nolw 

overwhelmed  fruitful  fieMs  with  torrenu  of  burn-  into  new  combinations,  snd  aaaist  ki  Cftrwyhf 

ing  lava,  and  sven  the  solid  strata  within  the  farward  the  designs  of  Providence  ki  dker  4n- 

bowels  of  the  earth  have  been  bent  and  dis-  partments    of  naturo.      But    suck    inesHllrt 

nipted  by  the  operation  of  some  tremendous  changes,  so  iar  from  militating  agakmt  the  Mm 

power.    The  invisible  atmosphere  is  likewise  of  the  future  existenoe  of  man,  are,  in  tmilllff 

the  scene  of  perpetual  changea  and  revolutions,  preeumptive  proofs  of  his  immortal  dsaihiaftB«i 

by  the  mixture  and  deoompoeition  of  gases,  the  For,   if  amidst  the  perpetual  traasfarawtiaBi^ 

leapiration  of  aniaals,  the  process  of  evapora-  changes,  and  revolutions  that  era  gooig  fossafi 

tion,  the  aetioa  «f  winds,  and  the  agencies  of  throughout  universal  nature  in  ^  ita  doyirt* 

Kfht,  heat,  and  the  electric  and  nmgm^  fluids,  ments,  no  particle  of  matter  ia  ever  kistt  oi  m* 

As  vegetable  kingdom  ia  either  prograsaively  diioed  to  nothing,  it  ia  ■  the  highaat 

to  matorily  or  Mmg  krte  daony.  uvrebaUe,  thai  the  thkriiiif  iwhwipja  m  i 


im^timk,tmd999'M9^tmki    dwi  goodw  wad  ImiMumamI     T»  Wot  oat 


nmmiM  ^Kkijih  uad  tnwtnm  tk^    Arinkf  b«ck  with  hotror  at  Uw  rtmndg  tf  itlri. 


it^MM  wtafh  Md  tnvwMi  tht  Arinkf  back  with  hotror  at  ih»  dinn^  tf  itlri. 

rjb«il^.  JUdt  fa  k  MC  waao—bU,  hutii^ il  to iha  AO-Wfaaa^  PiiiipliK  Om- 

«9«.labriitff^ihit  aaa,  iahfapra-  alar. 

I,  fa  oa^  ths  mdinflili  of  what  ha  Wa  ara,  Ihwafara,  MBiMarily  fad  to  ibafcl» 

ifaiAtr  m  a  owfa  aapaaaiva  ppbara  tt  fawing  oodcIiimob  :  **  That,  wbaa  tha  binwii 

f  Mdlfaat,wfaMithabod]rudiMobad  body  Is  dfanhrad,  Iha  fauMtarial  prfadpfa  hj 

tbaaoaltakaailiathaffaaJaigfatifltoa  whfah  it  wai  amnaMd,  aootiMMi  to  tbfak  aad 

rij^oa,  pitfa  aa  iaHMrtalii^,  and  ba-  a6C,aiihoriBaaiataaraepaialfaa  troanall  bo^, 

iP  ^gra»  aA  aar»  aB  athotaal  aad  difina  or  ia  aoaw  nMHonal  lahiefa  lo  whfah  it  fa  iakl- 

■alalj  wilad,  and  which  gooa  off  with  it  at 

ihm,  itaiipaaia  that  aiwihihtfap  tann  daath;  orafae,tfet  itfapraaanradbjrthaFath^ 

AafteorihaCiaaloriolhaaiatarial  of ipiritifcr tha pnrpoaaof aaimaimf  abodyk 

iiamBOHibfa  lo  apppoaa,  that  a  ajrataia  aooM  Satan  stalii"    Tha  aool  ooataioi  bo  pri»» 

atfa^  fa  fa  iiPiiat  oporatioB  ia  tha  cipla  of  dfaolutioa  wiihta  ilMif,  aiace  it  la  m 

riadf  IhatQod  faevwydaj  riaatiag  iaMaatariainneoaHwmndod  mbstanca ;  aod,  thwo 

af  afadiy  aadMd  with  tha  w/M  capa^  Ibra,  atthoogh  tha  iMtarial  oraatioa  weia  lo  ha 


«ii  aady  at  Iha  aaoM  tiaa,  radociaf  to    diaaoltadaad  to  fall  into  nnoa,  its  ooMgiaaBy^ 

of  thoao  which  lia    auU  raaMia  aBia^iaiiad»  aad  ito  fawdfiw  '*  mh 


thoanadi  of 

1^  craaiad?    ahaU  Iha  aHlaridl  ub^  riih  fa  ioMMfial  youth, 

Ufaciaatwa.>SLaaiDtlfaiiii>.  ^nS^SSiffffiSSJS^^ 
irviM^  hacBtdTfar  ator  fa  diaiafaacy 

Mf  aad  doQBMd  to  atonal  (brfotfiii*  Aad  tha  Croator  fa  uadar  BOBonoarily  la       ^ 

iiCnuBiiitiwt  with  tha  oobuboo  dio*  fato  the  aoul  far  waat  of  po^  to  aopport  III 

iBamoadadttthalBMllcrahailhafoa  facultioa,  far  waat  of  objocis  on  whirii  la  ww- 

BBliaB  thaa  afad,  whioh  aifoa  OMtioa  ciie  dieai,  or  far  waat  of  apace  to  aoBtala  Iha 

ytaatary  malarial aoaoa 7    Shall  tha  iBBomaiabfa  iBtaOifaoaaa  that  ara   ianiMaBUy 

rtWia  flf  St.  Paol  aad  St.  Potor  aui^  ooMrgia^  iBlo  oBtoisBea ;  far  tha  laafa  of  fai- 

mfM  oC  tOBa,  aad  di^ifay  dieir  boan-  moatity  la  tha  theaira  cf  hfa  OoBiipotaBaa,  tai 

wtfaBi  la  jBcoi— ita  foaoratioai,  whifa  that  poworfid  Eaorgv,  which  baa  ahraaJy  hnndbt 

I  Aagifa,  tha ainhttacta  Uvt  pfaooad  oullioaaof  aystcaiiiBto eiistaaoo, caa aa aai^f 

ladaoed  latha  coBditioB  cf  the  clodb  of  ropfaaiah  dia  OBtvaraa  with  tea  Ihowaad  BdUfaaB 

f    Shalllha  ''NofumOiguBm"  of  bboto.    If  rooai  wora  waatad  far  bow  creatfaB% 

dtfaooOptfao**  aad  «PHBcipfa"of  toBthounDdadditioaal  worida  cooU  ha 
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meat  requisite  to  its  happineM.     So  that  in  want  I  feel  amidst  all  my  eajojnmitsf    WImh^ 

everj  point  of  view  in  which  we  can  contemplate  fore  can  I  never  cease  from  wishing  for  aomefhrnf 

tho  soul  of  man  and  the  perfections  of  its  Crea^  in  addition  to  what  I  now  possess?    WKeMs 

tor,  it  appears  not  only  improbable,  bat  even  irises  the  disgust  that  so  quiiddy  sucoeods  vmj 

absurd  in  the  highest  degree,  to  supple  that  the  sensitive  enjoyment,  and  the  want  I  ie«l  even  in 

spark  of  intelligence  in  man  will  ever  be  extin-  the  midst  of  abundance?    I  ask  why  I  was  catt> 

guished.  ed  into  existence  at  this  point  of  duration,  rather 

than  at  any  other  period  of  that  inoomprebensiye 

• eternity  which  is  past,  or  ci  that  which  is  yet  lo 

come  ?  why,  amidst  the  vast  spaces  with  which 

SECTION  XI.  I  am  encompassed,  and  the  inmiroerable  gkibeb 

which  surround  me,  I  was  diained  down  to  tbii 

OS  THE   OLOOMY  CONSIDERATIONS  AiTD  AB-  obscuro  comer  of  Creation  from  which  I  feel  on- 

SURD    ooNSE^UEifCEs    iNTOLTBD  IN    THE  able  to  transport  myself?    why  I  was  ushcrsd 

DENIAL  OF  ▲  FUTURE  STATE.  Into  life  in  Britain,  and  not  iu  Papua  or  New 

Zealand  ?    and  why  I  was  formed  to  wafli  erect 

The  denial  of  the  doctrine  of  a  future  state  in-  and  not  prone,  as  the  inferior  aniBiala?    To  al 

volves  in  it  an  immense  variety  of  gloomy  con-  such  inquiries  I  can  find  no  satisfeclory  anawert, 

siderations  and  abmvd  consequences.  —the  whole  train  of  circumataneea  ooonectad 

If  the  doctrine  of  a  future  existence  be  set  with  my  existence  appears  involved  ii  inqpsnt- 

aside,  man  appears  an  enigma,  a  rude  abortion,  trable  darkness  and  mystery.       Of  one  thing 

and  a  monster  in  nature,  his  structure  is  inex-  only  I  am  fully  assured,  that  my  body  ahaU,  ers 

plicable,  and  the  end  for  which  he  was  created  long,  be  dissolved  and  mini^e  with  the  dust,  ud 

an  un&Uiomable  mystery;  the  moral  world  is  a  my  intellectual  faculties,  deairos,  and  capaiatasl 

■eeoe  of  confusion,  the  ways  of  Providence  a  for  knowledge  be  for  ever  annihilated  in  the  lamb, 

daric  impenetrable  maze,  the  universe  a   vast,  I  shall  then  be  reduced  to  nothing,  and  be  u 

mysterious,  and  inexplicable  system,  and  the  De-  though  I  nover  had  been,  while  myriads  of  b^ 

ity  a  Being  whose  perfections  and  purposes  can  ings,  like  myself,  shall  atart  into  exiatenoe,  Mi 

sever  be  traced  nor  lufokled.  pcMrish  in  like  manner,  in  perpetiml  succemioE, 

Let  us  suppose,  for  a  few  moments,  that  there  throughout  an  eternity  to  come, 

is  no  state  <Mf  existence  beyond  the  grave,  and  I  look  backward  through  ages  past^-I  behoU 

ooossquen^ky,  that  the  supposed  discoveries  of  every  thing  wrapped  in  obacuritr,  and  peiceiw 

Revelation  are  a  mere  delusion ;  and  consider  no  traces  of  a  beginning  to  the  vaat  syetem 

some  of  the  gloomy  prospects  and  absurd  conse-  around  ine,^I  stretch  forward  towards  futmity, 

quences  to  which  such  a  supposition  necessarily  and  perceive  no  prospect  of  an  end.     AU  thiagi 

leads.     I  shall  suppose  myself  standing  in  an  at-  appear  to  continue  as  they  were  from  generatioB 

titude  of  serious  contemplation,  and  of  anxious  to  generation,  invariably  subjected  to  the  same 

inquiry  respecting  the  various  scenes  and  objects  movements,  revolutions,  and  changes,  withoni 

which  surround  m^  and  the  events  that  pass  un-  any  distinct  marks  which  indicate  either  a  be- 

dermy  review :—  ginning  or  an  end. — ^I  look  around  on  the  acenie 

I  first  of  all  look  into  myself,  and  inquire,  of  terrestrial  nature-~l  perceive  many  beautisa 

whence  I  came  ?  whither  I  am  going  ?  who  pro-  in  the  verdant  landscape,  and  many  obfects  the 

duced  me  ?  of  what  my  body  is  composed  ?  what  mechanism  of  which  is  extremely  delreate  aad 

is  the   nature  of  my  senses  ?    of  the  thinking  admirable — I  inhale    the   balmy    aepfayra,  am 

principle  I  feel  within  me?  and  for  what  purpose  charmed  with  the  music  of  the  grovee,  the  spies* 

was  I  ushered  into  being?  I  perceive  in  my  body  dour  of  the  sun,  and  the  variegated  ookmriiw 

a  wonderful  mechanism  which  I  cannot  compre-  spread  over  the  face  of  creation.    But  I  beboll 

bend :  I  find  by  experience,  that  my  will  exerci-  other  scenes,  which  inspire  melancholy  and  ter* 

aes  a  sovereign  power  over  my  muscular  system,  ror.    The  tempest,  the  hurricane  and  the  tor* 

so  that  my  hands,  feet,  arms,  and  limbs,  are  dis-  nado ;  the  sirocco,  the  samiel  and  odier  poiaonooi 

posed  to  obey  every  impulse,   and,  at  the  signal  winds  of  the  desert ;    the   appalling  thmidar- 

of  a  wish,  to  transport  my  body  from  one  place  cloud,   the  forked   lightnings,   the  eatthquaka 

to  another.      I  find  my  thinking   principle  inti-  shaking  kingdoms,  and  the  volcano  pouring  fieiy 

mately  connected  with  my  corporeal  frame,  and  streams  around  its  base,  which  desolate  vulagM 

both  acting  reciprocally  on  each  other ;  but  I  can-  and  cities  in. their  course.— I  behold  in  mm 

not  fethom  the  jMHtf  in  which  these  operations  place  a  confused  assemblage  of  the  raina  of  as* 

are  eflTected.  ^^^^kdent  desires  after  enjoy-  ture  in  the  form  of  snow-capped  mouDtaiBi, 

ments  in  whic^^^^^ shall  participate,  and  ca-  precipices,  chasms  and  caverns ;  in  anothari 

pacities  for  kn^l^  and  improvement  which  I  extensive  marshes  and  immense  deaerti  of  b«>- 

never  can  attain.    I  teel  restless  and  uneasy,  ren  sand ;  and,  in  another,  a  large  propectkn  of 

•?aB  amidst  the  beauties  of  nature,  and  the  plea-  the  globe  a  scene  of  sterile  deaobUioii,  aad 

turaiof  tbeaeoaai.    I  aA  whanceprooeedf  the  bwrnd  in  the  fetten  of  eternal  ioe.    I 
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opinioo  to  fbnn  of  a  world  where  to  mtnj  osljr  to  sink  into  deeper  perplexitice  and  torrowi ; 

beautfai  are  Mended  with  ao  much  deCbrmity,  oppreiMed  with  caree  and  difficulties  only  lo  enter 

«ad  to  many  pleasoree  mingled  with  so  many  on  a  new  scene  of  danger  and  suffering.    No 

iuitiwis  and  seenes  of  terror,— or  what  ideas  to  drop  of  comfort  mingles  itself  with  the  bitter  cup 

•ntertaia  of  Him  who  iurmod  it.     But  I  need  of  sorrow :  no  affliction  is  sweetened  and  alle?i- 

^ve  myMlf  no  troab!e  in  inquiring  into  such  ated  by  the  prospect  of  a  better  world  ;  for  the 

nnbjacts;  Ibr  my  lime  on  earth  is  short  and  un-  gloomy  mansions  of  tlie  grave  bound  my  viewi 

certain,  aad  when  I  sink  into  the  arms  of  death,  and  terminate  all  my  hopes  and  fears.    How, 

I  shAll  hKwm  DO  more  connexion  with  the  uni>  then,  can  I  be  easy  under  my  sufferings  ?  how 

^^ne,  can  I  be  cordially  resigned  to  the  desUny  which 

T  Inks  a  r«lMsp«eiiv«  view  of  the  moral  world  appointed  them  ?  or  how  can  I  trace  the  benevo- 

in  pant  UMi  in  ••  &r  as  amhentie  history  serret  lence  of  a  superior  Being  in  permitting  me  thus 

m*  a  goiM,  aad  peroeive  little  else  but  anarchy,  to  be  pained  and  tormented  for  no  end  ?    I  will 

rienehrton  apd  carnage    the  strong  oppreming  endeavour  to  bear  them  with  resolute  despera- 

Iha  weak,  dm  poweifiil  and  wealthy  trampling  tion,  merely  because  I  am  borne  down  by  necea- 

umlnr  fimt  Uw  poor  and  indigent— ^lunderen',  sity  to  pain  and  affliction,  and  camot  possibly 

robbara,  aad  — diiiiiii,  ravaging  kingdoms,  snd  avoid  them. 

ihimiJiIng  tha  atrth  with  human  gore.    I  behold  I  lift  ray  tjn  to  the  regions  above,  and  ooo- 

tba  virtSMMn  aad  imoeent  persecuted,  robbed  and  template  the  splt^ours  of  the  starry  .frame. 

mmwmermif  arlrile  bloody  tyrants  and  oppressors  What  an  immensity  of  suns,  and  wfBinau  and 

nil  IB  flwir  aplaodkl  chariots,  and  revel  amidst  worMs  buret  upon  my  view,  when  I  apply  the 

Ika  losoriea  erf*  a  palace.    In  such  scenes  I  per^  telescope  to  the  spaces  of  the  firmameot  I   How 

eaiva  muhiif  like  regularity  or  order,  nor  any  incalculable  their  number !  how  immeasinablo 

tnoaa  «r  jnsliee  or  equity  in  the  several  allot-  their  distance  I  how  immense  their  magnitude ! 

■•■ti  of  tmakM ;  lor  since  their  whole  exist-  how  gtorious  their  splendour !  bow  sublime  their 

SMO  tevmiiialaB  in  the  grave,  the  virtuous  sufferer  movements !    When  I  attempt  to  grasp  this  ntn* 

«Hi  oevar  ba  rewarded,  nor  the  unrighteous  pendous  scene,  my  imagination  is  bewildered, 

ImpoC  ioflbr  the  pmishmrat  due  to  his  crinMS.  and  my  faculties  overpowered  with  wonder  and 

IW  great  mmm  of  human  beings  appear  to  be  amazement.    I  gaze,  I  ponder ;  I  feel  a  longing 

te  spert  of  cireomstaaces,  the  victims  of  op"  desire  to  know  something  farther  respecting  the 

pwioa,  and  the  dupes  of  knavery  and  ambi-  nature  and  destination  of  these  distant  orbs ;  but 

tin,  aad  die  moral  world  at  huge  an  assemblage  my  vision  is  bounded  to  a  general  riimpse,  my 

sf  diiooidaot  elements  tossed  about  like  dust  powers  are  limited,  and  when  I  woiud  fly  away 

W6re  the  whirlwind.    I  hear  virtue  applauded,  to  those  distant  regions,  I  find  myself  chained 

md  vice  denounced  as  odious  and  hateful.    But  down,  by  an  overpowering  force,  to  the  diminu- 

*kt  is  vwtoe  f    A  shadow,  a   phantom,  an  live  ball  on  which  I  dwell.    Wherefore,  then, 

*npty  name!    Why  should  I  follow  iii\er  virtue  were  the  heavens  so  beautifully  adorned,  and  so 

if  die  interrupts  my  pleasures,  and  why  should  much  magnificence  displayed  in  their  structtve, 

I  ftrsske  vice  if  she  points  out  the  path  to  pre-  and  why  were  they  ever  presented  to  my  view ; 

ial  enjoyment  ?    It  is  my  wisdom  to  et^oy  lifo  since  I  am  never  to  become  farther  acquainted 

Aaiag  the  short  period  it  continues ;  and  if  with  the  scenes  they  unfold  ?    Perhaps  this  is 

ridMs  be  conducive  to  my  enjoyment  of  happi-  the  last  glance  I  shdl  take  of  the  mighty  con* 

■as,  why  riiould  I  fear  to  procure  them  either  cave,  before  my  eyes  have  closed  in  endless  light. 

hj  deceit,  peijury,  or  rapine  ?     If  sensual  in-  "  Wherefore  was  light  given  to  him  that  is  in 

<MgsuLe  oootribute  to  my  pleasure,  why  should  misery, — to  a  man  whose  way  is  hid,  and  whom 

I  nftaia  (irom  drunkenness  and  debauchery,  or  God  hath  hedged  in  ?"     Had  I  been  enclosed  in 

lef  other  action  that  suits  my  convenience  or  a  gloomy  dungeon  my  situation  had  been  tolcr^ 

ptIaSm  my  passions,  since  present  enjoyments  able,  but  here  I  suuid  as  in  a  splendid  palace, 

at  tl  I  can  calculate  upon,  and  no  retributions  without  comfort  and  without  hope,  expecting 

>aiit  me  beyond  the  grave.  death  every  moment  to  terminate  my  prospects ; 

I      I  fael  n^aelf  subjedfed  to  a  variety  of  suffer^  and  when  it  arrives,  the  glories  of  the  heavens 

■fi,  disappoiatraents  and  sorrows— to  poverty  to  me  will  be  annihilated  for  ever. 

■i  ripraadi,  kMs  of  fi-iends,  corporeal  pains  and  I  behold  science  enlarging  its  boondariee,  and 

:    amy  aagulsh.    I  am  frequently  torturod  by  the  the  arts  advancing  towards  perfection ;  I  see  nu- 

wwlutlimofthe  past,  the  feeling  of  the  present,  merous  institutions  organizing,  and  hear  lectures 

■idle  dread  of  approaching  sufferings.    But  on  philosophy  delivered  for  the  iaiprovement  of 

Ins  no  object  to  be  attained,  no  end  to  be  ao-  mankind,  and  I  am  invited  totakeapart  in  those 

dapliBhed  by  my  snfajection  to  such  afflictions :  arrangements  which  are  calculated  to  produce  a 

I  liler  BMrdly  for  the  purpose  of  feeling  pain,  general  difl!\ision  of  knowledge  among  all  ranks. 

^liig  my  body  and  hastening  its  dissolution  :  But  of  friiat  use  is  knowledge  to  beings  who  are 

tai  sick  oaly  to  laagnidi  under  the  burden  of  a  soon  to  lose  all  consciousness  of  existence  7    It 

WiflBHwiad  friiae    perplexed  and  downcast  requires  many  weary  steps  and  deqplem  aighta 
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to  climb  the  ateep  aicent  of  science ;  and  wrhm  tlie  operation  of  uncootroUaUe  power,  difectd 

wo  have  arrived  at  the  highest  point  which  inor-  hy  no  principle  but  caprice,  and  accompliihiiil 

tab  have  ever  reached,  we  descry  still  loftier  nothing  that  can  inspire  ardent  affoctioD,  or  ■•• 

r^ions  which  we  never  can  approach,— oar  foot-  cure  the  permanent  happineaa  of  ratiooal  beiogp. 
ing  fails,  and  down  we  sink  into  irroirievable        Such  are  some  of  the  gloomy  reflectiona  oft 

ruin.    If  our  progress  in  science  here  were  in-  hopdess  mortal  whose  prospect  ia  bounded  bj 

troductory  to  a  future  scene  of  knowledge  and  the  grave;  and  such  are  some  of  the  horrible  eoa> 

•njoyment,  it  would  be  worthy  of  being  prose-  aequencus  which  the  denial  of  a  futura  state  m^ 

euted  by  every  rational  intelligence ;  but  to  beings  cessarily  involves.    It  throws  a  vail  of  darkiMM 

who  are  uncertain  whether  they  shall  exist  in  the  over  the  scenes  of  creation,  and  wrapa  in  inpe> 

oniverae  for  another  day,  it  is  not  only  superflu-  natrable  mystery  the  purpoaes  for  iriiich  mmm  wai 

CUB,  but  unfriendly  to  their  present  enjoyments.  created,--4t  exhibits  the  nsoral  world  m  a  chAoUc 

For,  the  less  knowledge  they  acquire  of  the  mass  of  discordant  elements,  aceomplisluag  do 

beauties  and  sublimities  of  nature,  and  the  more  end,  and  controlled  by  no  inteUtgeat  afeoej^— it 

brutish,  ignorant  and  sottish  they  become,  the  r^eaents  mankind  aa  connected  with  each  otbaf 

laaa  they  will  feel  at  the  moment  when  they  are  merely  by  time  and  place,  as  formed  merely  for 

about  to  be  launched  into  non-existence.    Let  sensual  enjoyment,  and  destined  to  peridi  vidi 

the  mass  of  mankind,  then,  indulge  themselves  the  brutes, — it  subverts  the  foondationa  of  laonil. 

in   whatever  frivolous  amusements    they  may  action,  removes  the  stroograt  motives  to  Iboprao* 

dioose ;  do  not  interrupt  their  sensual  pleasures,  tice  of  virtue,  and  opens  tbe  flood-f  atis  of  evai^ 

by  rainly  attenopting  to  engage  them  in  intelleo-  vice,— it  removes  the  anchor  of  hope  fiom  th9 

tnal  pursuits ;  let  them  eat  and  drink,  and  revel  anxious  mind,  and  destroys  evey  principle 

and  debauch,  for  to-morrow  they  die.    All  that  has  a  tendency  to  support  us  in  the  aidat 

ia  requisite,  is,  to  entwine  the  diains  of  despo-  forings,— it  throws  a  damp  on  every  effort  toi 

tiam  around  their  necks,  to  prevent  th«n  from  mankind  to  die  dignity  of  their  morml  and  ii 

Mpiring  after  the  enjoyments  of  their  superiors,  lectual  natures,  ami  is  cakolated  to  obotmel 

In  short,  I  endeavour  to  form  some  conceptions  progreos  of  useful  science,— 4t  prevents  the 
of  the  attributes  of  that  great  unknown  Cause  from  investigating  and  admiring  tbe  beantiea 
wfaidi  produced  all  things  around  me.  But  my  creation,  and  in  vo4vea  in  a  deeper  gloom  the  i 
dioughts  become  bewildered  amidst  a  mi^e  olf  of  nature  which  are  scattered  over  the  gfoba^ 
unaccountable  operations,  of  apparent  contradio-  — ^i  terminates  every  prospect  of  beconiaf  mop^ 
tions  and  inconsistencies.  I  evidently  perceive  fully  acquainted  with  the  gloriea  of  the  firaMh^ 
that  the  Creator  jof  the  imiverse  is  pcrasessed  of  ment,  and  every  hope  of  behokiing  the  pJana  tC 
boundless  power,  but  I  see  no  good  reason  to  Providence  completely  unfolded,— it  invcrfrea  dbv 
conclude  that  he  exercbes  unerring  wisdom,  un-  character  of  the  Deity  in  awful  obacurity,  it  de- 
bounded  goodness  and  impartial  justice.  I  per-  prives  Him  of  the  attributes  of  infinite  wtadom, 
eeive,  indeed,  some  traces  of  wisdom,  in  the  benevolence  and  rectitude,  and  leaves  him  little 
construction  of  my  body  and  its  several  organs  more  than  boundless  omnipotence,  acting  at  ran» 
of  sensation  ;  and  of  goodness,  in  the  smiling  dom,  and  controlled  by  no  beneficent  agency.  In 
day,  the  flowery  landscape,  and  the  fertile  plains ;  short,  it  obliterates  every  motive  to  die  peifoiuK 
but  I  know  not  how  to  reconcile  these  with  some  ance  of  noble  and  generous  actKXM,  dampa  the 
other  parts  of  his  operations.  How  can  I  attri-  finest  feelings  and  affections  of  husMnity,  leedato 
bute  the  perfection  of  wisdom  to  one  who  has  universal  scepticism,  cuts  <^  the  prospect  oC 
implanted  in  my  constitution  desires  which  will  every  thing  which  tends  to  cheer  the  traveller  in 
never  be  gratified,  and  furnished  roe  with  moral  his  pilgrimage  through  lifo,  and  preaenta  to  has 
and  intellectual  faculties  which  will  never  be  fully  view  nothing  but  an  immense  blank,  ovsrapread 
exercised,  and  who  has  permitted  the  moral  world  with  the  blackness  of  darkness  for  ever, 
in  evwy  age  to  exhibit  a  scene  of  disorder  ?  I  Such  being  the  blasphemous  and  aheurd  con- 
perceive  no  evidences  cf  his  benevolence  in  sub-  sequences  which  flow  from  the  denial  of  the 
jecting  me  to  a  variety  of  sorrows  and  sufferings  doctrine  of  a  future  state  of  ratribution— the 
which  accomplish  no  end  but  the  production  of  man  who  obstinately  maintains  auch  a  poeition, 
pain ;  in  tantalizing  me  with  hopes,  and  alarming  must  be  considered  as  unworthy  not  only  of  the 
me  with  fears  of  futurity  which  are  never  to  bo  name  of  a  philosopher,  but  of  that  of  a  rattoMd 
realized,  and  in  throwing  a  veil  of  mystery  over  being,  and  as  one  who  would  believe  agaiMl 
all  his  purposes  and  operations.  Nor  can  I  trace  demonstration,  and  swalbw  any  absurdity,  hofr* 
any  thing  like  impartial  justice  in  the  bestow-  ever  extravagant,  which  quadratee  with  Ida 
ment  of  his  favours,  for  disappointments  and  grovelling  appetites  and  passions.  Matbam»- 
aorrows  are  equally  the  lot  of  the  righteous  and  ticians  frequently  demonstrate  a  truth  by  abosr* 
the  wicked,  and  frequently  it  happens  that  the  ing  that  its  contrary  is  impossible,  or  imrolmi 
innocent  are  punished  and  disgraced,  while  vil-  an  absurdity.  Thus,  Eue&d  deaonatratea  di* 
Uina  and  debauchees  are  permitted  to  glory  in  truth  of  the  fourth  propoaition  of  the  fiiek  book 
IhairGrinMi.    AllthatloanplaiidyparGeiTeiiB,  of  hia  Elementa,  by  ahowuDf  that  ill 
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lUi  obfiom  abwrdUj— '*  that  two 
linw  BMj  eaclote  a  tpace."  Thii 
of  pRHTiDg  the  tniih  of  a  propnsitioa  is 
•dond  bjr  evorjr  geometncbn,  ai  eqiiaHy 
hMtive  and  aalitiACtory,  at  the  dirett  method 
9t  douionitraikin ;  becaiuo  the  cuatrary  of  every 
&.«ehood  omet  be  inMh,  and  the  contrary  of 
•vMy  truth,  (alMhood.  AimI  if  this  node  of 
d— oaHraiion  is  cooduiife  in  mathematics,  it 
Mfbt  to  be  cousidered  as  equally  conclusive  in 
■wai  tad  th«ilii|ical  reasoning.  If,  for  exaro- 
jAiy  the  deaial  of  a  future  ezistence  involves  in 
it  lbs  idea  that  God  is  not  a  Being  possessed  of 
juftace,  and  of  perfect  wisdom  and 
iag  the  strihing  displays 
flf  iha  iw*  hsr  iiiwntieaed  attributes  in  the  sys- 
•MB  of  aalura— 4re  must,  I  presume,  either  ad- 
tait  Iha  doelriaa  of  the  isomortality  of  man,  or 
dmj  that  a  SnprepM  Intelligence  presides  over 
dM  afiln  of  tlie  uaivena.  For,  a  Being  di- 
of  thesa  attributes,  ia  not  entitled  to  the 
af  Dailji  nor  caletdaied  to  inspire  intelli- 
minda  with  adoration  and  love ;  but  it  is 
to  something  like  unemUnlUUt  faUf  or 
phyaical  force,  impelling  the  awvements 
af  uaivmal  aature  without  a  plan,  without  dis- 
,  and  without  intelligence.  On  the 
prindplo  (the  radiffltie  ad  afaai'iiaia.)  we 
le  the  earths  annual  revolution  round 
4|s  iaa.  The  motions  t^tho  planets,  as  viewed 
hm  the  earth,  present  an  inexplicable  maze 
CBHnij  to  every  thing  we  should  expect  in  a 
*•!  anraaged  and  orderly  system.  These  bo- 
ils appear  aometimes  to  move  backwards, 
MMtiaMs  forwards,  sometimea  to  remain  sta- 
fomj,  and  to  describe  looped  curves,  so  ano- 
Mlons  or  confused,  that  we  cannot  suppose  an 
hiaite  Intelligence  the  contriver  of  a  system  of 
■Rh  inextricable  confusion.  Hence  the  asrro- 
iMMr  concludes,  on  good  grounds,  that  the  tarth 
its  siema^  body;  and  no  one  thoroughly  ac- 
fauNed  with  the  subject  ever  calls  it  in  ques- 
lios :  for  when  our  globe  is  considered  as  revolv- 
^  round  the  centre  of  the  system  in  concert 
•Bh  the  other  planetary  orbs,  all  the  apparent 
iB«|ularities  in  their  motions  are  completely  ac- 
contfed  for,  and  the  whole  system  appears  re- 
to  a  boiutiful  and  harmonious  order,  in 
with  every  idea  we  ought  to  form  of 
Iks  wisdom  and  intelligence  of  its  author. 

Ia  the  same  way,  the  admission  of  the  doc- 

trias  of  a  future  state  accounts  for  (he  apparent 

iDifBhuities  of  the  moral  world,  and  affords  a 

Mr  ia-  a  solution  of  all  the  difficulties  that  may 

■as  ia  the  mind  respecting  the  equity  of  the 

IXfiae  adnunistration  in  the  present  state.    In 

^pyssiliuii    to   the  desponding  reflections  and 

ly  views  of  the  sceptic,  it  inspires  the  vir- 

mind  with  a  lively  hope,  and  throws  a 

radiance  over  the  scenes  of  creation, 

every  part  of  the  government  of  the 

ihrighiy.     It  exhibits  the  Self-existent  and 


Eternal  Mind  as  an  object  of  inefiable  rablimitj, 
grandeur,  aud  loveliness,  invested  with  unerring 
wisdom,  impartial  justice,  and  boundless  bene* 
volence,  presiding  over  an  endless  train  of  inti^* 
ligent  minds  formed  after  his  image,  governing 
them  with  just  and  equitable  lawa,  controlling 
all  things  by  an  almighty  and  unerring  hand, 
and  rendering  all  his  dii^pensalions  ultimately 
conducive  to  the  happiness  ot  the  moral  uni- 
verse. It  presents  before  us  an  unbounded 
scene,  in  which  we  may  hope  to  contemplate  the 
scheme  of  Providence  in  all  its  objects  and 
bearings,  where  the  glories  of  the  divine  per- 
fections will  be  illustriously  displayed,  where 
the  powers  of  the  human  mind  will  be  perpe- 
tually expanding,  and  new  objects  of  sublimity 
and  beauty  incessantly  rising  to  the  view,  in 
boundless  perspective,  workl  without  end.  It 
dispels  the  clouids  that  hang  over  the  prestnt  and 
foture  destiny  of  roan,  and  fully  accounta  for 
those  longing  looks  into  futurity  which  accom- 
pany us  at  every  turn,  and  those  capacious 
powers  of  intellect,  which  cannot  be  fully  ex- 
erted in  the  present  life.  It  presents  the  most 
powerful  motives  to  a  life  of  virtue,  to  the  per* 
formance  of  beneficent  and  heroic  actions,  to 
the  prosecution  of  substantia!  science,  and  to  the 
diffusion  of  useful  knowledge  among  all  ranks 
of  mankind.  It  affords  the  strongest  consola- 
tion and  support,  amidst  the  trials  of  life,  and 
explains  the  reasons  of  thuee  suffi-rings  to  which 
we  are  here  exfiosed,  as  being  incentives  to  the 
exercise  of  virtue,  and  as  "  working  out  for  us  a 
far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory.** 
It  affords  us  ground  to  hope  that  the  veil  whkfa 
now  intercepts  our  view  of  the  distant  regions 
of  creation,  will  be  withdrawn,  and  that  the 
amazing  structure  of  the  universe,  in  all  its  sub- 
lime proportions  and  beautiful  arrangements, 
will  be  more  clearly  unfolded  to  our  view.  It 
dispels  the  terrors  which  naturally  surround  the 
messenger  of  dea:h,  and  throws  a  radiance  over 
the  mansions  of  the  tomb.  It  cheers  the  gloomy 
vale  of  death,  and  transforms  it  into  a  passage 
which  leads  tn  a  world  of  perfection  and  happi- 
ness, where  moral  evil  shall  be  for  ever  abolished, 
where  intellectual  light  shall  beam  with  efful- 
gence on  the  enraptured  spirit,  and  where  celes- 
tial virtue,  now  so  frequently  persecuted  and 
contemned,  shall  be  enthroned  in  undisturbed 
and  eternal  empire. 

Since,  then,  it  appears,  that  the  denial  of  a 
future  state  involves  in  it  so  many  difficulties, 
absurd  consequences  and  blasphemous  assump- 
tions, and  the  admi!<.*iion  of  this  doctrine  throws 
a  light  over  the  darkness  that  broods  over  the 
moral  world,  presents  a  duo  to  imravel  the 
mazes  of  the  divine  dispensations,  and  solves 
every  difficulty  in  relation  to  the  present  condi- 
tion of  the  human  race — the  pretended  philoso- 
pher who  rejects  this  important  truth  must  be 
considered  as  acting  in  direct  opposition  to  those 


60  THE  PHIL06OPK7  OF  A  FOTURE  8TATX. 

principles    of  reasoning  which   he    uniformly  of  a  fiiture  state  of  retribution.     The* 

admits  in  his  physical  and  mathematical  invee-  fundamental  propositions  are  so  intiroatd 

ligations,  and  as  determined  to  resist  the  force  nected,  and  the  latter  is  so  essentially  depi 

•f  every  evidence  which  can  be  adduced  in  proof  on  the  former,  that  they  must   stand  < 

of  his  mmiortal  destination.  together.    And,  oooscquently,  we  find,  tl 

man  who  obstinately  rejects  the  doctrim 
future  state,  either  avows  himself  a  dowi 

atheist,  or  acts  precisely  in  ths  same  wa 

Thus  I  have  endeavored,  in  the'  preceding  person  would  do,  who  believes  that  a  Su 

pages,  to  prove  and  illustrate  the  immortality  of  Moral  Governor  has  no  existence, 
roan,  from  a  consideration  cf  the  universal  be-         But  even  the  principles  of  atheiion 

Uef  which  this  doctrine  has  obtained  among  all  though  frequently  embraced  by  vicious  e 

nation»— >the  desire  of  immortality  implanted  in  tei<s  to  allay  their  fears,  are  not  sufficient 

the  human  breast — the  strong  desire  <^  tmow  move  all  apprehensions  in  regard  fee  a  fiiui 

ledgef  and  the  capacious  intelU$tmal  pcwtn  with  istence.     For,  if  the  universe  be  the  prod 

which  man  is  furnished — the  capacity  of  making  merely  of  an  eternal  succession  of  eau84 

ferpttual  progret$  towardls  intellectual  and  moral  effects,  produced  by  blind  necessity  isnpelli 

perfectit)n— (^  unttmUed  rangs  of  view  which  is  atoms  of  matter  through  the  voids  of  imm 

•pened  to  the  human  mind  throughout  the  nxt-  —-what  should  hinder,  that  amidst  the  ii 

9tennty  of  apaee  and  dur<iii«i»— the  moral  powen  combinalioos  arising  fiem  perpetual  roociof 

of  action  with  which  man  is  endued — the  /oro-  should  be  created,  destrojred,  and  agmio  m 

kodingi  and  apprehensions  of  the  mind  when  into  existoiee,  with  the  same  focuhiea, 

under  the  influence  of  remorise — the  disordered  nisocjfiees,  perceptions  and  relations  aa  in 

state  of  the  mora/  world  when  contrasted  with  former  state  of  existence^    And,  althougl 

the  systematical  order  of  the  material — the  line-  sands  or  millions  of  years  should  interva 

ptal  dUtribution  of  rewardt  and  jmnMmnUs,  tween  such  transformations,  yet  such  p 

viewed  in  connection  with  the  justice  of  God—  might  appear  as  short  and  imperceptible  i 

dia  abmtrdkjf  of  admitting  thai  ffcs  tkutkmgpnm'  duration  which  passes  w)iile  our  foonltii 

mpU  in  man  vfiU  be  annihilattti    and  tho  Uos-  absorbed  in  a  souixl  repose.     The  idea  o 

pAemons  andabeurd  contequencee  which  would  nity,  immensity,  and  an  endless  success! 

follow  if  the  idea  of  a  future  state  of  retribution  changes,  renders  sudi  a  sappositioo  nut 

were  rejected.  gether  impossible.    But  what  a  dreadfol  fi] 

Perhaps  there  are  some  of  these  arguments,  might  not  the  mind  be  left  te  picture  to  iti 

taken  sing^,  that  would  be  insufficient  fuDy  to  such  a  case  ?    If  the  movesoents  of  the  im 

establish  the  truth  of  man's  eternal  destiny ;  but  were  the  productions  of  chance,  directed 

when  taken  in  combination  with  each  other,  intelligent  agency,  we   should    incessan 

they  carry  irresistible  evidence  to  the  mind  of  haunted  with  the  most  dreadful  anticipi 

every  unbiassed  inquirer.     They,  all  reflect  a  We  shouU  see  the  t8aagMofdeath,annihi 

mutual  lustre  on  each  other ;  they  hang  together  and   reproduction  advancing  before  us 

in  perfect  harmony ;  they  are  fiilly  consistent  most  terrific  forms,  and  she«tld  find  it  iropc 

with  the  most  amiable  and  sublime  conceptions  to  determine  on  what  foundation  the  hope 

we  can  form  of  the  Deity  ;  they  are  congenial  the  destiny  of  intelligences  reposed.    We  i 

to  the  sentiments  entertained  by  the  wisest  and  be  uncertain  whether  mankind  were  doon 

best  of  men  in  every  age  ;  they  are  connected  perish  irrecoverably,  or,  by  the  operation  oi 

with  all  the  improvements  and  discoveries  in  the  unknown  cause,  or  accident,  to  be  reprodo< 

moral  and  physical  worMs  \  and,  like  the  radii  some  fiiture  period  in  duration,  and  devo 

of  a  circle,  they  all  converge  to- the  same  point,  endless  termcnts.    The  comparative  ordi 

and  lesd  dire^  to  the   same  coaclusioo.    It  tranquillity  which  now  subsist,  or  have  suk 

appears  next  to-  impossible,  that  such  a  mutual  for  ages  past,  could  affiNd  us  no  ground  of 

harmony,  consistency,  and  dependence,  could  that  such  consequences  would  not  take 

vxist  among  a  series  of  propositions  that  had  no  for  all  the  revolutions  af  time  to  which  v 

^undation  in  truth ;  aiicl,  therefore,  they  ought  look  back,  are  but  as  a  monaenl  in  the  mi 

to  be  considered,  when  taken  conjunctly,  as  infinite  duration,  and  the  whole  earth  bat  a 

having  all  the  force  of  a  mamt  demoiuirmtion,  in  the  immensity  of  apace.    So  that,  dnri 

They  rest  on  the  same  principles  and  process  of  lapse  of  infinite  ages,  shanges,  revolutioi 

reasoning  from  which  we  deduce  the  being  of  a  transformations  might  be  eiectsd,  which 

God  ;  and  I  see  no  way  of  duding  their  force,  overwhelia  all  the  intdligent  beings  tha 

but  by  erasinff  fit>m  the  mind  every  idea  of  a  existed,  in  eternal  misery.    Hence  it  ap 

Supreme  InteUigenoe.    Hence,  it  has  generally,  that  even  atheism  itself^  with  all  its  o(ms< 

I  might  say,  uniformly  been  found,  that  all  na-  tradictions  and  absuidities,  cannot  entirel] 

tions  that  have  acknowledged  the  existence  of  a  ,  ter  its  abettors  fipon  the  teirscs  of  aa  nal 

Divios  Being,  bavs  lilwwise  rcoog^iised  lbs  idea  finUintj. 
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I  Atll  mif  rwowk  fiutfaer,  ob  thw  part  of  •▼U,  and  would  rerivo  tbe  downcast  spirit,  when 

■f  wibj^ct,    that,  altboogh  tbe  arguoMMits  now  overwholmed  with  the  diaappoinlmonts  and  sor- 

i^doriid  in  aopport  of  tiM  iouaortality  of  man  rows  which  are  una?oldable  in  our  present  con* 

vara  le«  powerfid  iIibb  they  r^ly  are,  they  ditiuo.    So  tiiat,  e?en  in  this  ca4e,  we  might 

MSflit  to  naka  a  deep  impresMon  on  the  mind  adopt  the  sentiment  of  an  ancient  philosopher,* 

if  arery  reflecting  person,  and  determine  the  and  say—'*  If  I  am  wrong  in  believing  that  the 

mm  of  coadact  which  be  ought  to  pursue.    If  suuls  of  men  are  immortal,  I  please  myself  in 

hey  were  oaly  probable — iPihey  possessed  no  my  mistake;  nor  while  f  Ii?e  will  1  ever  choose 

jireaier  degree  of  weight  than  simply  to  over-  that  this  opinion,  with  which  I  am  so  much  de> 

kalanee  the  opposite  arguments,  still,  it  wouU  be  lighted,  should  be  arrested  from  me.    But  if,  at 

nrary  man's  iaterest  lo  act  on  the  supposition,  death,  I  am  to  be  aooihilaled,  as  some  minuta 

hftl  a  ftttore  world  has  a  real  existence.    For,  philosopliers  suppose,  I  am  not  afraid  lest  thoaa 

a  tfaa  ordianfy  aflairs  ti  human  life,  and  even  in  wise  men,  when  extinct  loo,  should  laugh  at  my 

ba  aciemoBB,  oar  opiaioos  and  conduct  are  genc^  error." 

allj  datanuaed  by  a  aeries  of  probabiliii^,  and  But,  if  the  arguments  we  have  brought  f oiw 
,  coacurtaaei  of  rsasoai,  wfaidi  supply  the  want  ward,  amount,  not  only  to  bare  probability,  bat  to 
r  mora  coadtisiye  avideaee  oo  suligecu  which  wnrtd  ecnuiii^,  or,  at  least,  to  something  near^ 
ra  nol  aosoaptiUe  of  strict  denraiMration.  A  approximating  to  moral  domonsuntion— if  the 
■arefaant,  wbsa  ha  purchases  a  certain  commo-  opposite  opinion  mvolves  a  train  of  absurditiea, 
ity,  has  so  dswwaatratiye  evidence  that  the  sale  if  it  throws  a  dismal  gloom  over  die  destiny  of 
r  h  ahail  oiiiiaatsly  mm  to  his  advantage ;  but,  man,  and  over  the  scenes  of  tbe  universe,  and  if 
■ans  a  eaaaidsialioa  of  its  price  and  quality,  of  it  robs  the  Almighty  of  the  most  ^orious  and 
be  circnaMtaaees  af  trade,  and  of  his  immedi-  distinguishing  attributes  of  his  nature  no  worda  ■ 
la  proapeda,  ha  determines  on  the  porchase ;  are  sufficient  to  express  the  folly  aod  ineoosistso- 
ad,  by  acting  oa  the  ground  of  similar  proba-  c^  of  the  man,  by  whatevw  title  he  nay  be 
lilitiea,  ha  eimdaets  his  aflbtfs,  so  as  to  issue  m  diatingutshed,  who  is  determined  lo  rsaiit  cob- 
lis  prosperity  and  soceees.  A  philosopher  has  viction,  and  who  resolutely  acu,  as  if  the  idea  of 
M  ifiaiiinifrirfiw  argomenla  to  support  the  oae*  a  foiure  world  were  a  mere  chimera.  To  pass 
laif  of  the  apwions  he  has  fomied,  in  relaiioR  through  life  with  indifference  and  unooocern,  lo 
io  the  pheaomena  of  human  society,  and  of  tbe  overlook  the  solenm  scenes  of  the  invisible  world, 
aatarial  world.  His  deductions  respecting  the  and  to  brave  tbe  terrors  of  the  Almi^ty,  which 
Mosea  of  tha  wlads,  of  thuader  and  lightning,  of  may  be  displayed  in  that  state — in  the  (ace  of  audi 
isleanic  emptioaB,  of  the  nature  of  light,  siMtnd,  powerful  arguments  as  even  reason  can  produce 
dsetricity,  galvanism,  and  other  operations  ia  —is  not  oaly  contrary  to  every  prudential  princi> 
(he  systeia  of  nature,  are  grounded  on  that  spe-  pie  of  conduct,  but  the  height  of  infatiuUion  and 
eies  of  reasoning  which  is  termed  aiudogicalt  madness.  Such  persons  must  be  left  to  be  arou« 
ind  which,  at  best,  aroo«mts  to  nothing  more  sed  to  consideration,  by  the  awful  conviction 
Ihan  a  high  degree  of  probability.  Notwith-  which  will  flash  upon  their  minds,  when  they  are 
itanding,  ho  (eeb  no  hesitation  in  prosecuting  transported  to  that  eternal  state  which  they  now 
nt  experiments  and  researches,  under  the  gtii*  disregard,  and  find  themselves  placed  at  the  bar 
iancc  of  such  reasoning,  confident  that  it  will  ul-  of  an  almighty  and  impartial  Judge, 
iraately  load  him  to  the  innermost  recesses  of  the  Among  the  considerations  which  have  been 
ompic  of  truth ;  f'jr  we  know,  that  the  roost  adduced  lo  prove  the  immortality  of  man,  I  havo 
iplcndid  discoveries  of  modem  times,  have  ori-  taken  no  notice  of  an  argument,  which  is  almost 
jfinatod  from  inquiries  and  observations,  con-  exclusively  dwelt  upon  by  some  writers,  namely, 
hictcd  on  tho  ground  of  analogical  reasoning.  Jn  chat  which  is  Ojunded  on  the  iwunaUriality  of  the 
ike  manner,  in  the  important  subject  under  con«  human  soul.  I  have  declined  entering  upon  any 
idemtioa,  we  ought  to  be  determined  in  our  illustration  of  this  topic,—!.  Because  the  proof 
iews  and  conduct,  even  by  jM^oAo^fies,  although  of  the  soul's  immaterkUty  invohraa  a  Tariety 
he  arguments  adduced  should  leave  the  question  of  abstract  metaphysical  discussions,  and  ra- 
it issue  in  somo  measure  imdetermined.  For,  quires  replies  to  various  objeaions  which  have 
r  a.i  eternal  worM  has  a  real  existence,  wo  not  been  raised  against  it,  which  wotdd  tend  only  to 
sdy  embrace  an  error  in  rejecting  this  idea,  but,  per{4ex  readers  endowed  with  plain  eommoa 
J  acting  in  conformity  with  our  erroneous  ooo-  seose.  S.  Because  the  doctrine  of  the  imroata- 
aplioQs,  run  tho  risk  of  exposiag  ourselves  to  nality  of  the  thinking  principle,  however  elear- 
ha  aioat  dreadlid  and  appalling  consequences.  ly  it  may  be  proved,  can  add  nothing  to  the  weight 
^Thereas,  if  there  be  no  fiituro  state,  the  belief  of  the  considerations  already  brought  ibrwanl ; 
fit,  accompanied  with  a  corresponding  conduct,  nor,  when  considered  by  itself,  can  it  afford  any 
IB  produce  no  bad  effect  either  upon  our  own  conclusive  argument  in  favour  of  the  souPs  im* 
•Ms  or  those  of  others.  On  the  ouotrary,  it  mortality,  it  simply  leads  us  to  this  condtMion, 
psukl  prove  a  pleasing  illusion  during  our  pas- 
aga,  ihraagh  a  wadd  of  phyiiod  tad  mial  *Clotsa. 
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•^^bat,  since  the  soul  is  an  uncompoonded  sub-    endued  it  with  so  rauij  noUe  &cultie«,  eaa  eav- 
fltance,  it  cannot  perish  by  a  decomposition  of    tinue  ii«  eilsieoce,  through  an  unlimired  extenl 


hs  parts ;  and  consequently,  may  exist,  in  a  se-  of  duration,  in  a  tbousaad  modes  incoasprebeo- 
psrate  state,  in  the  full  exercise  of  its  powers,  a^  sible  to  us.  If  a  uMtcrial  system  of  organiesl 
tor  its  corporeal  tenement  is  dissoked.  But  its  powers  be  necessary  for  the  exereiae  of  its  ea- 
imroortaliiy  cannot  necessarily  be  inferred  from  ergies,  he  can  either  clothe  it  with  a  fine  etb»> 
its  natural  capacity  of  existing  in  a  state  of  so-  real  vehicle,  at  the  moment  its  present  teaemesf 
paration  from  the  body ;  for  that  being  who  crea*  is  dissolved,  or  connect  it,  in  another  region  of 
ted  it  may,  if  he  pleases,  reduce  it  to  annihilation,     the  universe,  with  a  corporeal  frame  of  mure  ex- 

since  all  the  works  of  God,  whether  material  or  quisiie  workmanship,  analogous  to  that  whick 

immaterial,  depend  wholly  on  that  power  by  which  it  bow  animates.    For  any  thing   we  know  to 

they  were  originally  brought  into  existence.     Its  the  contrary,  there  may  be  some  ioe  malerisi 

immortality  depends  solely  on  the  will  of  its  Cre*  system,  with  which  it  is  essentially  conaected, 

ator,  without  whose  sustaining  energy  the  whole  aind  which  goes  off  with  it  at  death,  aad  serves 

creation  woidd  sink  into  its  original  nothing.    If  as  a  medium  through  which  \t  may  boU  a  direct 

k  could  be  proved  that  God  will  employ  his  communication  with  the  visible  univarsa.   Evta 

power  to  annihilate  the  soul,  in  vain  should  we  at-  although  its  consciousness  of  extstOMe  wera  ts 

lampt  to  demonstrate  that  it  is  naturally  immor^  be  suspended  for  thousands  of  years,  ila  Crsalor 

lid.     But  whether  God  wilU  that  the  soul  should  can  aAerwards  invest  it  with  a  new  offsaical 

be  destroyed  at  death,  is  a  very  different  question  frame,  suited  to  the  expansive  sphere  of  actisa 
fiom  that  which  relates  to  its  nature  as  an  imma-*"  to  which  it  is  dsiMined ;  and  the  inteKreniBf  p^ 

lerial  substance.    The  whole  train  of  arguimmt  riod  of  itk  repose  may  be  made  to  appear  as 

ttostzated  in  the  preceding  pages,  affords,  I  pre-  longer  than  the  lapse  of  a  few  ■wmmsbIs.    h 

iimie,  satis&ctory  evidence  that  the  Creator  will  short,  if  God  has  sustained  the  material  naivini 

■aver  annihilate  the  human  soul,  but  has  destined  biUmrto,  and  will,  in  all  probability,  eeatiaos  it 

it  to  remain  in  the  vigorous  exercise  of  its  noUe  for  ever  in  exigence,  se  that  not  a  aiBg^  atsis 

fuoltiea  to  all  etemi^.  now  existing,  shall  at  any  (iiture  period  be  ami* 

Hence  it  follows,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  trivial  bilated— (h«  same  Power  and  InteUigeaca  eiif 

ia^KMtance,  when  considering  the  argtmieats  with  equal  ease,  support  the  thinking  priaripis 

which  prove  ear  immortal  destiny,  whether  we  in  man,  whatever  may  be  its  nature  or  sukataaesi 

▼iaw  the  soul  aa  a  molsrin/,  or  aa  an  iptmaUrud  and  however  varied  the  traaafermatioaa  thnm^ 

■nbstanoe.    Suppose  I  were  to  yieki  la  the  seep-  whiefa  it  may  pass.     If  the  Creator  is  both  aha 

tie,  for  a  moment,  the  position,  **  that  the  soul  and  willing  to  perpetuate  the-  eziatenoa  of  iks 

ii  a  material  substance,  and  cannot  exist  bat  in  rational  spirit  through  an  eadlesa  duratioik  tfi^ 

eoonexion  with  a  material  frame,"  what  wonkl  if  his  wisdom,  benevoleaca  and  ractitoda  raqsipt 

lie  gain  by  the  concession  ?    It  would  not  sub-  that  this  object  sboidd  be  aooomplislied,  all  dift* 

tract  a  single  atom  from  the  weight  of  evidence  culties  arising  firoro  its  nature  or  tba  node  of  iv 

which  has  already  been  brought  forward  to  prove  subsistence,  must  at  once  evanish.    Tba  pi** 

the  immortality  of  man.    For,  if  we  can  prove  ceding  arguments  in  support  of  a  fatora  itot0f 

that  GKxi  has  willed  the  immortality  of  the  soul  are,  therefi>re,  equally  eoneloaiora,  whether  w 

and,  consequently,  baa  detenmned  to  interpoee  consider  the  soul  as  a  para  iimalarial  sirtlaaciH 

hit  almighty  power,  in  order  to  support  its  fit*  or  as  only  a  peculiar  modifioalioa  of  matter ;  tfi 

culties  throughout  an  eternal  existence,  in  vain  that  the  sceptic  who  adopts  the  abeard  idea  of  ths 

shall  he  have  proved  that  it  is  not  immortal  m  materiality  of  mind,  cannot,  even  oo  thiai 

teaatore.    He  who  oreated  tba  hnnan  aool  aad  iavalidato  the  troth  of  naa'aatamal' 
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of  «  liituro  ttate,  which  we  In  illuttrating  thu  topic,  it  would  be  quite  an* 

nmred,  in  the  preoediiig  fMtgeii  to  in*  neceesarj  to  toter  into  any  lengthened  detaili. 

n  the  prioeipleii  of  hntnan  reaioo,  are  When 'the  divine  authority  of  the  Scriptures 

iroMd  and  iilostrated  in  the  Revel  a-  is  recognised,  a  single  proposition  or  assertion, 

ned  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures.    I(  is  when  it  is  dear  and  express,  is  sufficient  to  de- 

dMtii^^uishing  characteristics  of  that  tannine  the  reality  of  any  fact,  or  the  truth  of 

that,  in  every  important  point,  it  tny  doctrine ;  and  therefore,  1  shall  do  little 

I  with  the  deductions  of  sound  reason,  more  than  bring  forward  a  few  passages  bearing 

nciples  of  common  sense.    This  was  on  the  point  under  consideration,  and  inter* 

0  be  presumed ;  since  God  is  the  au-  sperse  some  occasional  romarlu.  As  some  have 

of  the  reasoning  &eutty,  and  of  the  called  in  questi(Mi  the  position,  **  that  the  doc- 

s  coBtained  in  the  volume  of  inspi-  trine  of  a  future  state  was  known  to  the  Jews,** 

id  this  consideration  forms  a  ttrong  I  shall,  in  the  6rstplace,brtng  forward  a  lew  pas- 

<•  argument  in  support  of  the  divine  sages  and  considerations  to  show  that  the  doctrine 

f  the  Scriptures,  and  should  excite  us  of  immortal  ity  was  rec<^ised  under  the  Jewish 

with  contial  veneration  and  esteem,  as  well  as  under  the  Christian  dispensations. 

0  which  confirms  the  jaw  of  nature.  As  the  belief  of  a  future  state  lies  at  the  very 
{enial  to  the  sentiments  of  the  wiseM  foundation  of  religion,  it  is  impossible  to  suppose, 
Mt  of  mankind  in  all  ages.  If  any  that  a  people  whom  the  Almighty  had  chosen  to 
|ttirer,  who  bad  enteiiained  doubts  be  his  worshippers,  and  tlie  depositories  of  hit 
ilijeGt,  has  been  led  lo  a  conviction  revealed  wiU,  shonM  have  remained  ignorant  of 
Kiy  of  his  immortal  destiny,  by  such  thu  interesting  and  fundamental  truth,  and  have  i 
as  the  preceding,  he  will  naturally  re-  had  their  views  confined  solely  to  the  fleeting  !^ 
Sacred  Records  for  more  full  informa-  scenes  of  the   present  world.    "  Faith,**  says                  i  -! 

1  important  point ;  and  I  should  have  Paul,  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  "  is  the                   '*  '\ 
any  one  remaining  long  an  enemy  of  confident  expectation  of  things  hoped  for,  and 

I,  when  once  a  powerful  conviction  of  the  conviction  of  things  not  seen."*  It  includes                       ^u 

ate  ho  been  deeply  impressed  on  his  a  belief  in  the  existence  of  God,  and  of  the  re-                       il 

a  man  is  foDy  convinced  that  he  is  wards  of  a  life  to  come ;  for,  says  the  same                   .    t| 

rery  moment  on  the  verge  of  an  eter-  apostle,  "  He  that  cometh  to  God  must  believe                        > 

be  cannot  but  feel  anxious  to  acquire  that  he  is,  and  that  he  is  the  rewarder  of  them                         r 

irrect  information  that  can  be  obtained  that  diligently  seek  him."    Having  stated  these 

that  worid  which  is  to  constitute  his  principles,  he  proceeds  to  show,  that  the  ancient 

;  abode ;  snd  if  he  is  altogether  care-  patriarchs  were  animated  in  all  their  service  by 

nsensible  in  this  respect,  it  is  quite  their  conviction  of  the  realities  of  a  fiiture  and 

he  has  no  thorough  conviction  of  the  invisible  worU.    With  respect  to  Abraham  he 

*  a  lifo  to  come.  informs  us,  that "  he  expected  a  city  which  had 
ristian  Revelation  has  "  brought  life  foundations,  whose  buikler  and  maker  is  God.** 
tality  to  light,**  not  so  much  on  ao-  He  obtained  no  such  city  in  the  earthly  Canaan ; 
le  express  assurance  it  gives  of  the  and  therefore  we  must  necessarily  suppose,  that 
i  fiiture  world,  but  chiefly,  as  it  clear-  his  views  were  directed  to  mansions  of  perpetui- 

the  nature  and  the  employments  of  ty  beyond  the  confines  of  the  presents  worid. 

its  endless  duration,  the  ground  oo  With  respect  to  Moses,  he  says,  that  trader  aU 

ean  expeet  happiness  in  it,  and  the  bis  perseootioos  and  afflictioas,  "  be  endured  as 

•  and  virtues  which  qualifr  us  for  seeing  Him  who  is  invisible ;  for  he  had  a  re- 
ts exercises  and  enjoying  iui  felicities ;  speet  to  the  recompense  of  reward."  That  rs> 
isffy,  as  it  opens  to  oar  view  the  glo-  ward  did  not  eonsisc  in  temporal  gnndenr,  otbsr- 
9  of  a  " rmtrredion  from  the  dtad"  wise, he  might  have  enjoyed  it  in  much  mors 
•onioo  of  sool  and  body  in  the  nan- 
W.  'DsMfldig^ltaMlsdOBorBikiLa. 
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if>leiidour  and  tecurity  in  Egypt,  u  the  aon  of  immortaUty.    ^  f  know,*'  aaya  he,  '<  that  i^ 

Pharaoh's  daughter ;   nor  did  it  consist  in  the  Rndeemer  liveth,  and  that  he  shall  stand  ti  dli 

poesession  of  Canaan,  for  he  was  not  permitted  latter  day  upon  the  earth  :  and,  after  I  awabi 

to  enter  into  that  goodly  land.     It  roust,  there-  though  this  body  shall  be  destroyed,  yet  oat  of 

fore,  have  been  the  celestial  inheritance  to  which  my  flesh  shall  I  see  God."     In  various  other  pit- 

the  eye  of  his  faith  looked  forward,  as  the  object  sages  of  the -prophets,  not  only  a  future  stela, 

of  his  joyful  anticipation.     With  regard  to  all  but  a  resurrection  from  the  grave  and  the  aoiss* 

the  other  patriarchs  whose  names  tiand  high  on  nities  of  the  day  of  judgment  are  plainly  inti- 

ihe  records  of  the  Old-Testament  Church,  he  mated.      **  The  dead  men  shall  live,  togelhfr 

declares,   that  "  they  confessed  that  they  i^  ere  with  my  dead  body  shall  they  rise.    Awakeaad 

■trangers  and  pilgrims  on  earth,"  that  **  they  de-  sing,  ye  that  dwell  in  dust ;  fir  thy  dew  is  as  the 

clared  plainly  that  they  sought  a  beiUr  country^  dew  of  herbs,  and  the  earth  shall  cast  out  Uw 

that  is,  an  heavenly  ;'*  and  that  those  who  "  were  dead."    **  Rejoice,  O  young  man,  in  thy  yobth, 

tortured"  to  induce  them  to  renounce  their  re*  and  walk  in  the  ways  of  thy  heart,  and  in  the 

ligion,  endured  their  sufferings  with  invincible  sight  of  thine  eyes :  but  know  thou,  that  he  al 

fortitude,  "  not  accepting  deliverance"  when  it  tbeee  things  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment.** 

was  offered  them,  "  thai,  thejf  might  obUun  a  b«t-  "  For  God  shall  bring  every  work  into  judgnw^ 

Icr  regumetion/*  with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or 

In  aocordance  with  these  declarations,  the  whether  it  be  eviL'*    "Many  of  them  that  a^ep 

prophets,  in  many  parts  of  their  writings,  speak  in  the  dost  of  the  earth  sImU  awake,  soma  to 

decisively  of  their  expectations  of  a  future  life,  everlasting  life,  and  some  to  shame  and  ever- 

and  of  the  consolation  the  prospect  of  it  afibided  lasting  contempt.    And  they  that  be  wise  daB 

Ibem,  trader  their  sufferings.    "As  for  me,"  thine  as  the  brightness  of  thefkrmament;  and 

Bays  the  Psalmist,  *'  I  shall  behold  thy  fitce  in  they  that  turn  many  to  rigbteotisneaa  as  the  start 

rii^teoosneas ;  I  shall  be  satisfied  when  I  awake  fi>r  ever  and  ever.** 

with  thy  likeness.*'    "My  flesh  shall  rest  in         Onereaaon,  among  others,  why  the  doctrias 

hope  ;  for  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul  in  the  of  a  future  state  is  not  frequently  adverted  to^ 

frava.    Thou  wilt  show  me  the  path  of  life  :  in  and  treated  in  detail,  in  the  writings  of  the  Old 

tfty  pretence  is  fubiess  of  joy';  at  thy  right  hand  Testament,  undoubtedly  is,  that  it  waa  a  tnitb 

art  pleasures  for  evermore.*'    "Yea,  thotigh  I  so  well  understood,  so  generally  recofuited,.aod 

walk  through  the  valley  of  the  shadow  of  death,  so  essential  to  the  very  idea  of  religno,  flat  it 

I  wiU  fear  no  evil ;  for  thou  art  with  me.  Surely  wouM  have  been  snperfhious  to  have  di^lt  upoa 

foodnets  and  mercy  will  follow  me  all  the  days  it  in  detail,  or  to  have  brought  it  forward  M  I 

of  my  life,  and  I  tkall  dweU  in  the  house  qf  the  new  discovery.    This  doctrine  u  implied  io  lfc0 

Imd  far  ever."    "God  will  redeem  my  soul  phraseology  of  the  Old  Testament,  in  many  catai 

from  the  grave;  for  he  will  receive  m^.^' "  Whom  where  there  is  no  direct  reference  to  a  fbtwe 

have  I  in  heaven  but  thee  ?  and  there  is  none  world,  as  in  such  passages  as  the  following:  "I 

upon  earth  that  I  desire  besides  thee.    Thou  am  the  God  of  thy  father,  the  God  of  Abraham, 

wilt  guide  me  with  thy  counsel,  and  afterward  the  God  of  Isaac,  and  the  Grod  of  Jacob  :"  Ei« 

receive  me  to  glory.    My  flesh  and  my  heart  od.  iii.  6.    Our  Saviour  has  taught  us  to  consi- 

shall  fail ;  but  God  is  the  strength  of  my  heart  der  this  and  similar  passagea  as  embodying  the 

and  mjf  portion  fur  ever."    Nothing  can  be  mor«>  doctrine  of  a  future  life.    "  For  God  is  not  the 

dear  and  express  than  such  declaratiuDs.     If  the  God  of  the  dead,  but  of  the  living."    If  the  holy 

psalmist  had  no  belief  in  a  future  state,  and  no  patriarchs  whose   names  are  here  commemo- 

hopes  of  enjoying  its  felicities,  af\er  the  termi*  rated  with  so  much  honour,  vrere  reduced  to  the 

liation  of  his  earthly  pilgrimage,  his  language  is  condition  of  the  clods  of  the  valley,  and  if  their 

absolutely  without  meaning.     What  rationid  in-  intellectual  part  were  not  in  existence,  Jebovah 

terpretation  can  be  given  to  the  expressions  of  would  never  own  the  high  relation  of  a  God  10 

**  dwelling  in  the  house  of  God  for  ever,**  after  those  whom  he  has  finally  abandoned,  and  tirl^ 

his  days  on  earth  are  numbered— of  "  Jehovah  fared  to  sink  into  non-existence.    Coatequemly, 

being  his  everlasting  portion,**  after  his  heart  had  Abraham,  Isaac  and  Jacob  were  liriog  and  iih 

ceased  to  beat — and  of  his  being"  redeemed  from  telligent  beings,  in  another  state,  when  thia  dt- 

the  ffrave,*'  and  put  in  poaaession  of  "  fulness  of  claration  was  made  to  Motet  at  the  bamiag  bosh, 

joy,'  and  "  everlasting  pleaaurea,**— >if  his  views  The  phrase,  "  He  was  gathered  to  Ma  people,* 

were  confined  to  the  narrow  limita  of  time,  and  implies  a  similar  sentiment.    In  Gen.  uv.  it  if 

tbt  boondariet  of  the  earthly  Canaan  7    Such  aaid,  "  Abraham  gave  up  the  ghoat,  and  WM 

tatpressions  wooU  be  a  species  of  bombast  and  gathered  to  hit  people"    This  ezpreaaioo  is  mC 

hyperbole  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  dig-  to  be  viewed  as  importing  that  he  was  buried 

otor  nod  veracity  of  an  inspired  writer.  vrith  his  fathers ;  for  the  ^hers  of  Abrthtm  won 

Job,  that  illostrious  example  of  patience  trader  boried  several  himdreds  of  miles  from  the  cavo 

■fflietion,  consoled  his  spirit  in  the  midst  of  ad-  of  Machpelah,  in  which  Abraham*s  mortal  ra> 

vtffri^lgrtiwtepailMmMrtiiMdof  aUiiMd  awdM  ware  dtpoiiiid,    wmm  of  dw  fci  JM 
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'ChaUca,  and  W9tm  of  ibsm  Ui  Um  couotry  inh.**    "  In  ny  Faibcr**  hoow  trt  Many  man- 

■opotaaia,  which  lay  at  a  cotwiderable  sioot:  if  it  wtra  not  «>  I  would  have  told  yoa; 

w  finom  (bo  land  of  Gasaan.    The  true  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you.  And  I  will  cone 

ig  araal  tberelbre  he,  that  be  wae  *'  ga-  again,  and  receive  you  to  mytelf,  that  where  I 

'  lo  the  aaeeaably  of  the  righteoiu,  to  the  am  there  you  may  be  also."  And  again,  **  Many 

I  aociety  of  thoee  congenial  epirits,  emi-  ehall  come  from  the  eaat  and  the  weet,  and  ehall 

r  their  piety,  who  had  paWl  before  him  ait  down  with  Abraham,  and  Uaae,  and  Jacob, 

•  iarisiUe  world.    Hence,  eaya  the  Paal-  in  the  kingdom  of  heaven.'*    **  Then  aball  the 

**  Oath^  not  my  aoul  with  ibnem.'* —  righteoue  ihine  forth  aa  the  aun  in  ihe  kingdom 

,  aaya  Job,  when  deecribing  the  miseriee  of  their  Father." 

wicked,  **  The  rich  man  ahall  lie  down"        While  theae  and  rimilar  paaaagee  dearly  d^ 

frave,  **  but  be  §hall  ml  he  galktndf*  >moostrate  the  certainty  of  an  eternal  world,  and 

»  pttipbtii  when  pertonaling  the  Messiah,  the  future  happineaa  (rf'tbe  righteous— (he  apo»>  V 

m,  **  Tboogh  Israel  be  not  ga^und,  yet  ties  and  evangelists  are  equally  explicit  in  as*  !% 

ba  gMoM  IB  tba  eyes  of  Jehovah."  aerting  the  future  suaefy  of  the  wicked.    "  Tba  «*{! 

■a  raoMrka  may  suffice  to  show,  that  the  uarigbtaooa  shall  not  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God,**  \i 

m  of  a  faure  state  was  known,  and  gene  but  **  shall  goaway  into  everlasting  punishawl.* 

MOgniaad,  bj  the  venerable  patriarchs  and  "  The  Lord  Jesus  shal  be  revealed  from  bearsa, 


llustriuua  characters  thai  flourished  under    withhismightyangeb,  in  flaming  fire,  taking  ves- 

Hi  them  them  that  know  itot  God,  and  wba 


a 


I 


geaaeeoD  them  tbem  that  know  itot  God,  and  wha  h 

a  Ibia  doctrine  is  exhibited  in  the  dearaat  obey  not  the  Gospel:  who  shall  be  punished  with  '; 

I  the  driiCBan Revelation,  baa  never  been  everiaating  deatructiop  from  the  prsasnca  of  the  .'; 

ed,  bj  any  class  of  religiooista,  nor  even  Lord,  and  from  the  gkiry  of  his  power."    **  At  |^;^ 

deb  thsBssaivas.    In  this  revelaiion,  how^  the  end  of  the  worU,  the  angels  sliaO  ooaM  ferlli  4| 

the  doctrine  cf  innnnrtaUty  is  not  attempted  and  sever  the  wicked  from  among  the  just,  and 

proved  by  any  laboured  arguments  or  su-  shall  cast  them  into  afomace  of  fin,  where  shall 

oral  avidenoea,  nor  is  it  brought  forward  be  weeping  and  gnashing  of  teeth."    "Thaftafw 

tm  diaeovafj.    It  ia  evidsntly  taken  for  fill  and  iiabeliavii%,  and  uMirdersrs,  and  wtioga  . 

id,  and  inddeatally  interwoven  through  jdl  mongeta,  and aerbei era, and  idolaters, and  aHHan^  'j^. 

seoorsss   of  our  Saviour  and  his  apoa-  shall  have  their  part  m  the  lake  which  bwnatli  ^j| 

a  a  truth  which  liea  at  the  foundation  of  with  fire  and  brimstone.    There  riiaU  In  nowiaa  >  T 

•          ■■>                                    «.«                                                                 *■«                    a^*                         .■■.■-  *  *fl 
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nt  and  which  never  ouaht  for  a  mooMat  enter  into  the  heavenly  Jerusalem  aaj  thSagthU 

alad  kipieation.    Ia  slucklariDg  this  to-  defileth, neither whataoever worketh ahmainatian,  .^x 

win  be  quite  adBcient  simply  to  quote  a  or  maketh  a  lie."  [:j^ 

imagsB  from  Ihe  New-Testament  wriiera.        The  way  by  which  bappinem  in  (he  fiitara  warii  k  ;'• 

il,  when  k>oking  forward  to  the  diaeokuion  may  be  obtained  is  also  dearly  exhibited.   *'  Etar>  * . , 

mortal  frame,  declares,  in  his  own  oaroe,  nal  lifo  is  the  gift  of  Gtod,  through  Jesus  Christ  ,:'^- 

the  name  of  all  Christiana-^'  Our  light  our  Lord."    **  For  God  ao  k>ved  the  worid,  that 

ion,  which  ia  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  he  gave  hia  only  begotten  Son,  that  whoeoever  ;".*j  [ 

r  us  a  for  more  exceeding  and  eternal  believeth  in  him  shoukl  not  perish  but  have  ever- 

t  of  glory ;  while  we  aim  not  at  thioga  laating  lifo."    **  Thia  ia  the  record,  that  God 

are  visible,  but  at  thoae  which  are  inviai-  hath  given  to  im  eternal  lifo,  and  this  life  b  in 

'tt  the  thinga  which  are  visible  are  tempo*  hia  eon."    «'  The  Gkxl  of  all  grace  bath  called 

but  thoae  which  are  invisible  are  eternal,  ua  unto  hia  eternal  glory  by  Chriat  Jesua." — ^The  •  j 

«  know,  that,  if  thia  earthly  houae  of  our  duipoeitiona  of  thoee  on  whom  (hia  happinem  will  ^  ^ 

nde  were  diaaolved,  we  have  a  building  of  be  con^rred,  and  the  train  of  action  which  pre- 

m  houae  not  made  with  handa,  eternal  in  pares  ua  for  the  enjoyment  of  eternal  bliaa,  are  * 

avena."     When  the  lime  of  hia  departure  likewiae  diatincdy  described.      "  Whataoever  a 

lie  body  was  at  hand,  he  declared,  "  I  have  man  aowelh,  that  ahall  he  alao  reap.     He  that 

the  good  fight,  I  have  finiahed  my  courae,  aoweth  to  the  fleah,  ahall  of  the  fleah  reap  cor-  * ' 

I  kept  the  &i(h  :  henceforth  there  ia  laid  up  mption ,  but  he  that  aoweth  to  the  spirit,  shall  of 

a  crown  of  righteousness,  which  the  right-  tKe  spirit  reap  lifo  everiasting."    "  To  them  who, 

udge  ahall  give  me  at  that  day ;  and  not  to  by  patient  continuance  in  well-doing,  seek  for 

ly,  but  to  all  them  that  love  his  appearing."  glory,  honour,  and  immortality,  God  will  reoom- 

{Kiatle  Peter  declaree,  that  believers  "  are  pense  eternal  lifo."    '*  The  pure  in  heart  shaO 

waled  to  the  lively  hope  of  an  inheritance  see  God."    "  He  (ha(  dotlh  thtwiU^  CM  obi- 

■ptibla,undefiled,  and  that  fodeth  not  away,  ddkfair  ttMr."     ''Him  CAof  eegreawitfc  will  I 

ed  in  heaven  for  them."    "  When  the  chief  make  a  pillar  in  the  temple  of  my  God,  and  he 

terd  sfaaQ  appear,  we  shall  receive  a  crown  shall  go  no  more  out."    "  Blessed  are  they  that 

7,  which  fadeth  not  away."    Our  Saviour  do  his  coounandments,  that  they  may  have  a  rigbt 

ea,  in  reference  to  his  aervanta,  "  I  give  to  the  tree  d'life,  and  may  enter  through  thegatea 

them  dmrnoH  Jj/b,  and  they  ahall  never  per-  into  the  dty." 
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The  nature  of  the  beavenlj  felicity,  and  the  never  to  ha?e  formed  the  nsott  dutant  ajwatpfim, 

etnployments  of  the  future  world,  are  likewise  in-  that  the  bodies  of  men,  after  putrefying  ia  tbi 

cidentaily  stated  and  illustrated.     The  founda-  grave,  would  ever  be  reanimated  ;  and  beaci, 

tion  of  happiness  in  that  state  is  declared  to  con-  when  Paul  declared  this  doctrine  to  the  Atbeain 

itst  in  perfect  freedom  from  nnoral  impurity,  and  philosophers,  he  was  pronounced  to  be  a  bafaUsr. 

in  the  attainment  of  moral  perfection.     **  No  one  This  sublime  and  consoling  truth,  howevor,  ii 

who  worketh  abomination  can  enter  the  gates  of  put  beyond  all  doubt  by  our  Saviour  aad  hii 

he  New  Jerusalem/'    "  Christ  Jesus  gave  him-  apostles. — "  The  hour  is  coming,"  aaya  Jem, 

te!f  for  the  church,  that  he  might  sanctify  and  "  when  all  that  are  in  the  graves  shall  bev  tb 

cleanse  it,  and  that  hu  might  present  it  to  himself  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  shall  come  fijilli: 

a  glorious  church,  holy,  and  without  blemish."  they  that  have  done  good,  to  the  reaurrectioi  of 

The  honour  which  awaits  tiie  faithful,  in  the  hea-  life  ;  and  they  that  have  done  evil,  to  the  lesa^ 

venly  worki,  is  designated  "  a  crown  of  righteous  rection  of  condemnation.'*    **  I  am  the  rauiiee- 

Mss."     The  inheritance  to  which  they  are  desti-  tion  and  the  life  :  he  that  believeth  in  roe,  tfaoadi 

Bed  is  declared  to  be  "undefiled"  with  moral  he  were  dead,  yet  shall  he  live."     "WbyaboiM 

pollution ;  and  it  is  "  an  inheritance  among  them  it  be  thought  a  thing  incredible  that  God  sliodd 

thai  are  eandi/iedy    "  When  Christ,  who  is  our  raise  the  dead  V*     **  We  Ipok  for  tha  Savioar, 

life,  ahall  appear,"  says  the  Apostle  John,  "  toe  who  shall  change  our  vile  body,  that  it  may  be 

tkall  be  like  km"  adorned  with  all  the  beauties  ftshtoned  like  unto  his  glorious  body,  aooording 

of  holiness  which  he  displayed  on  earth  as  our  to  the  energy  by  which  he  is  aUe  even  to  wb- 

pattern  and  exemplar.    The  cm;>(oyment«  of  that  due  all  things  to  himself."    *^We  shall  alike 

world  are  represented  as  consisting  in  adoration  changed,  in  a  moment,  in  the  twinkling  of  aa 

of  the  Creator  of  the  universe,  in  the  celebration  eye,  at  the  last  trump ;  for  the  trumpet  slal 

of  his  praises,  in  the  contemplation  of  his  works,  sound,  and  the  dead  shall  be  raised  tncomiptible, 

tad  in  those  active  services,  flowing  from  the  and  we  shall  be  changed." — Tha  nature  of  lUi 

forest  k>ve,  which  have  a  tendency  to  promote  the  change,  and  the  qualities  of  the  resnrraetioo- 

harmony  and  felicity  of  the  intelligent  creation,  body,  are  likewise  particularly  described  by  Pad 

.*'  I  beh^,"  aaid  John,  when  a  vision  of  the  in  the  fifteenth  cbaptm-  of  the  first  epistle  to  Ibt 

fiMnre  worid  was  presented  tphis  view,  "  and,  lo,  Corinthians.    *'  It  is  sown,"  or  committed  to 

•  great  multitude,  which  no  man  could  number,  the  grave  '*  in  corruption ;  it  is  raised  in  iaeir> 

of  all  nations,  and. kindreds,  and  people,  and  n^jCion,"— liable  no  more  to  decay,  disease  sad 

loagaea,  stood  before  the  throne,  clothed  in  white  death,  but  immortal  as  its  Creator.    *'  It  is  raissd 

robes,  crying  with  a  loud  voice.  Salvation  to  our  in  Poioer,"— endued  with  strength  and  vigoor 

Gkd  that  sitteth  upon  the  throne,  and  unto  the  incapable  of  being  weakened  or  ezhaurted,  md 

Lamb.    Blessing,  and  glory,  and  wisdom,  and  fitted  to  accompany  the  mind  in  its  moot  vigo^ 

thanksgiving,  and  honour,  and  power,  be  ascribed  ous  activities. — "It  is  raised  in  glory"— destined 

to  our  God  forever  and  ever."    That  the  con-  to  flourish  in  immortal  youth  and  beau^,  ami 

tomplation  of  the  works  of  God  is  one  leading  arrayed  in  a  splendour  similar  to  that  which 

part  of  the  exercises  of  the  heavenly  inhabitants,  appeared  on  the  body  of  Christ  when  "  his  fooe 

appears,  from  the  scene  presented  to  the  same  did  shine  as  the  sun,  and  his  raiment  became 

i4>ostle,  in  another  vision,  where  the  same  celes-  white  and  glittering." — "  It  is  raised  a  epirittul 

tkl  choir  are  represented  as  falling  down  before  body" — re&ied  to  the  highest  pitch  of  which 

Him  that  sat  on  the  throne,  and  saying,  "  Thou  matter  is  susceptible,  capable  of  the  most  vK 

art  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory,  and  honour,  gorous  exertions  and  of  the  swiftest  movemenlt, 

and  power ;  for  thou  hast  created  all  things,  and  endued  with  organs  of  perception  of  a  more  ex- 

for  thy  pleasure  they  are,  and  were  created."  quisite  and  sublime  nature  than  those  with  whidi 

Such  sublime  adorations  and  ascriptions  of  praise,  it  is  now  furnished,  and  filled  to  act  as  a  suitable 

are  the  natural  results  of  their  profound  invnti-  vehicle  for  the  soul  in  all  its  celestial 

gatioos  of  the  wonderful  works  of  God.      In  and  suUime  investigations, 
accordance  with  the  exercises  of  these  holy  intel-        Such  is  a  brief  summary  of  the 

ligences,  another  chorus  of  the  celestial  inhabi-  which    the    Christian   Revetatioo    has  mads 

tants  is  exhibited  as  singing  (he  song  of  Moses,  respecting  the  eternal  destiny  of  mankiBd— a 

the  servant  of  God,   and  the  song  of  the  Lamb,  subject  of  infinite  importance  to  every  rmtiooal 

saying,  **  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works,  being—a  subject  of  ineffable    sublimity    wad 

Lord  God  Almighty,  just  and  true  are  thy  ways,  grandeur,  which  throws  into  the  shade  this  moot 

thou  King  of  saints."  important  transactions,  and  the  most  splendid 

The  resurrection  of  the  body  to  an  immortal  pageantry   of  this  sublunary  scene— «  snb|sGC 

life,  is  also  declared,  in  the  plainest  and  most  which  shouki  be  interwoven  with  all  our  plus, 

decisive  language.    This  is  one  of  the  peculiar  pursuits  and    social    intercourses,  and  whidi 

discoveries  of  Revelation ;   for,  although    the  ought  never  for  a  moment  to  be  baniriieti  from 

aacient  sages  of  the  heathen  world  generally  our  thoughts.— I  shall,  therefore,  conrludo  this 

•dflutted  £e  immortality  of  the  ooul,  they  ooem  departmeot  of  my  subject  with  a  romuk  or  tN( 
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t  rmAoncAL  nnPLUBiioB  wmtom  trc  cmiy  thiag  •round  thnn  werauMhaBgttfalt,  and 

'mm  or  a  futuki  aTATX  ovqht  to  as  if  thvir   prwent  eojoynMoii  wer«  to  lut 

B  upo«  ous  Arrxc^novt  aitd  gov-  ibr  ever. 

if  this  repnMDtoiioo  be>fouDdad  on  fact,  we 
may  aiaurodiy  ooodude,  ihat  the  great  bulk  of 

■  we  look  aroood  us  on  tAe  busy  soeoe  of  mankind  hare  no  fixed  belief  of  the  reali^  of  a 

He,  and  eqieually  when  we  contemplate  fouire  world,  and  that  more  than  the  one  Iwlf  oC 

lie  and  pageantry  which  appear  in  a  tlwee  who  profess  an  attachment  to  religion,  are 

8  city,  we  can  eoaroely  help  coododing,  as  little  infkienood  in  their  general  conduct  by 

»  freat  majority  of  human  beings  that  this  solemn  ooosideratioQ,  as  if  it  were  a  matter 

renew  bs&re  as,  are  acting  as  if  the  of  mere  fimcy,  or  of  *'  doubtful  disputation."    It 

worU  were  their  ererlasting  abode,  and  is  somewhat  strange,  and  eren  paradoxical,  that, 

ly  Jmi  BO  reblioa  to  an  innsiUe  state  of  amidift  the  nerer-ceasing  changes  which  are 

••    Toindolfe  iBseosual  gratifications,  taking  place  among  the  liring  beings  around  ua, 

ire  power,  wealth  and  fiune,  to  gratify  men  should  sosddum  look  beyond  the  grare  la 

awbttioB  nd  pride,  to  amuse  theinielres  which  they  are  all  adrancing,  and  so  aekkMi 

tune  of  &IK7,  with  ianiastic  exhibitiono,  make  inquiries  into  the  certain^  and  the  natiBre 

ileosoca  and  rain  shows^and  to  eodearour  of  that  state  into  which  the  tide  of  time  has  ear* 

di  ereiy  thought  of  death  and  eternity  ried  all  the  former  generations  of  mankind.    If 

i  ariod,  appear  to  be  in  their  riew  this  a  young  man  were  made  fully  assured  that,  at 

id  oltjaaate  ends  of  existence.    This  is  the  end  of  two  years,  he  shouki  obtain  the  sore* 

>,  aoc  aaerely  of  thoee  who  openly  arow  reignty  of  a  fertile  island  in  the  Indian  ooaaa, 

res  "  man  of  the  wocid,"  and  call  in  where  he  shoidd  enjoy  erery  earthly  pleasure  Ua 

I  the  rsaltty  of  a  future  existetfee;  but  heart  could  desire,---his  soul  would  naturally 

thwawis  who  regdarly  frequent  our  bound  at  the  prospect,  he  wouU  search  his  mapi 
pinf  aasembliee,  and  profess  their  belief  to  aaceruin  the  precise  position  of  hia  fotore 
Ml&aof  an  elsrnal  state.  They  listen  residence,  he  would  make  inquiries  rospeeting  it  jKJ 
hwtiiuss  of  eCemal  life,  and  of  fiitnre  at  those  trarelleni  who  had  either  visited  iba  '^ 
MOly  without  attempting  to  queetioo  spot  or  passsd  near  its  oonfinee ;  he  would  po- 
heir  reality  or  their  importance,  but  as  ruse  with  aridity  the  deecriptions  which  geogiap 
I  they  retire  fiom  "  the  place  of  the  phers  hare  given  of  its  natural  scenery,  its  soil 
nd  mingle  in  the  social  circle,  and  the  and  climate,  its  productions  and  inhabitants;  aad» 
f  businesa,  every  impression  of  invisUde  before  his  departure,  he  would  be  carefid  to  pro* 
I  evaniriMs  firom  their  minds,  as  if  it  had  vide  every  tiling  that  might  be  requisite  lor  hii 
srdy  a  dream  or  a  vision  of  the  night,  future  enjoyniMit.  If  a  person,  when  setting  oat  j'^ 
irate  the  intelloctual  faculties,  to  aspire  on  a  journey  which  he  was  obliged  lo  under*  I  ' 
oral  excellence,  to  devote  the  active  lake,  were  infi>rnied  that  his  road  lay  throu^  a  ;H'] 
to  the.  glory  of  the  Creator,  and  the  bene-  dangerous  territory,  where  he  shoukl  be  expooedi  [  ;^^ 
mkiad ;  to  live  as  strangers  and  pilgrims  on  the  one  band,  to  the  risk  of  falling  headlong  ^ij 
rth,  to  consider  the  glories  of  this  world  into  unftithoroable  gulfii,  and,  on  the  oUier,  to  the  ':  \i 
osieot  scene  that  will  soon  pass  away,  attacks  of  merciless  savages,— he  would  walk  | 
eep  the  eye  constantly  fixed  on  the  reali-  with  caution,  be  would  look  around  him  at  every 
m  immortal  life— are  characteristics  of  step,  and  he  would  welcome  with  gratitude  any  • 
comparatively  small  number  of  indivi-  friendly  guide  that  wouki  direct  his  steps  to  the 
Battered  amidst  the  swarming  population  place  of  his  destination.  But,  in  relation  to  a  fu- 
ns, who  are  frequently  regarded  by  their  ture  and  invisible  world,  there  exist,  in  the  minds 
as  a  mean-spirited  and  ignoUe  race  of  of  the  bulk  of  mankind,  a  moat  unaccountable 

Thou(^  dc»ath  is  making  daily  havoc  apathy  and  indifference ;  and  not  only  an  indi^ 

them,  though  their  friends  and  relatives  furence,  but,  in  nuuiy  instances,  a  d^ermined 

X  after  year,  dropping  into  the  grave,  resolution  not  to  listen  to  any  thing  that  may  be 

MMta  and  orators,  princes  and  philoso-'  said  respecting  it.    To  broach  the  subject  of  inv 

tateamen  and  stage-players,  are  continn-  mortality,  in  certab  convivial  circles,  would  be 

^>pearing  from  the  living  world  ;  though  considered  as  approaching  to  an  insult ;  and  the 

I  and  duwase  are  raging  around  and  lay-  person  who  had  the  hardihood  to  do  so,  would 

r  victims  of  every  age  prostrate  in  the  be  regarded  as  a  rude,  sanctimonious  intruder 

od  though  they  frequently  walk  over  How  imaocotmtably  foolish  and  preposterous  ia 

osn  recesses  of  the  burying  ground,  and  such  a  conduct!  especially  when  we  consider. 

)on  the  ashes  of  **  the  migh^  man,  and  that  those  very  persons  who  seem  to  be  entirely 

1  of  war,  the  judge  and  the  ancient,  the  regardless  whether  they  shall  sink  into  the  gulf 

artificer,  and  the  eloquent  orator,''— yet  of  annihilation,  or  into  the  regions  of  endleea 

eecute  the  path  of  dissipation  and  vanity  perdition,  will  pasa  wh(4e  days  and  nights  in 

;  BBUcfa  keenaeaa  and  reaolution,  as  tf  chagrin  and  deqpair  for  the  laaa  of  aome  empkij- 
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ment,  for  t  slight  afiiroot,  or  for  some  imtginarj  workiirt  of  iniqui^,  who  nut  (nm  one  tOtrnd 

r^ection  on  th^r  reputation  and  honour !  dissipation  to  another,  who  wastes  hu  tSmn  m 

Were  ii  necessary  to  bring  forward  additional  fiilly  and  extravagance,  and  whose  lifo  is  hot  ens 

proofii  that  the  greater  part  of  mankind  have  no  continued   crime?    Or  can  we  even  svpiKM 

belief  in  a  future  state,  or,  which  amounts  noar-  ihat  that  clergyman,  who  is  unremittingly  aipi- 

]j  to  the  same  thing,  that  it  has  no  iafluence  ring  after  preferment,  who  is  mercileflriy  UssrW 

whatever  on  the  general  tenor  of  their  thoughts  his  flock,  yet  neglecting  their  instruction,  ani 

and  actions — the  prominent  feialures  of  their  con-  engaged  in  incessant  litigations  aboot  aome  pdk 

duct  afford  abundant  evidence  of  this  melancholy  try  tythes,  seriously  believes,  that  the  Ueimnn 

truth.    Would  a  man,  who  firmly  believes  that  of  this  worid  are  unworthy  to  be  oompnred  with 

be   is  destined  to   an  everlasting  state,  pass  that  "  ejtceeding  great  and  eternal  wei^t  of  glerr 

fifty  or  sixty  years  of  his  life  without  spending  which  is  about  to  be  revealed  in  thelifr  toeoBtf^ 

one  serious  thougiit  about  that  imknown  fiitu-  Such  conduct  plainly  indicates,  whatersr  fro- 

rity  into  which  he  is  soon  to  enter,  or  making  iessions  certain  descriptions  of  these  chavio* 

the  least  inquiry  respecting  its  nature  and  em-  ters  may  make,  that  the  sdemn  realitias  of  As 

ployments  ?    Woukl   he  toil  from  morning  lo  eternal  work!  have  no  mors  practical  iaflwes 

ni^t,  with  incessant  care,  to  lay  up  a  few  fleet-  on  their  minds  than  if  they  regarded  theoi  ei 

ing  treasures,  and  never  spend  a  single  hour  in  onsi^tantial  phantoms,  or  as  idle  drsmms. 
considering  what  preparations  are  requisite  for        The  doctrine  of  a  future  state  is  not  a  Mere 

an  endlese  existence  ?     Would  he  spurn  at  that  speculative  proposition,  to  serve  as  a  aubjeet  el 

book  which  has  unveiled  the  glories  and  the  metaphysical  investigation,  or  to  be  adn^taa 

terrors  of  eternity,  and  ^*  brought  life  and  iromor-  merely  to  complete  a  system  of  philosophtiad  or 

lality  to  light  ?^    WouU  he  sneer  at  the  person  theological  belief.    It  is  a  truth  of  the  Ughesl 

who  is  inquiring  the  way  to  a  blessed  immortality,  praetieal  importance,  which  ought  to  bn  inisr> 

and  count  him  as  an  enemy  when  he  wished  to  woven  with  the  whole  train  of  our  thonghte  wmu 

direct  his  attention  to  the  conoems  of  an  unseen  actions.    Tet   how  many  are  there,  eten  of 

worid  ?    Can  that  man  be  supposed  to  believe  those  who  bear  the  Christian  name,  who  ate 

that  a  crown  of  glory  awaits  him  in  the  heavens,  incessantly  engaged  in  boi^eroos  disfNilM  !•> 

whose  whole  sool  is  absorbed  in  the  pursuits  of  qMcting  the  nature  df  faith,  who  have  nepar  lek 

ambition,  and  who  tramples  on  every  princif^  the  influence  of  that  fiiith  which  is  ^  the  eonll^ 

ofltruth  and  justice,  in  order  to  gain  possession  dent  expectation  of  things  hoped  for,  and  Ihs 

of  a  post  of  opulence  and  honour?    Can  those  conviction  of  things  idbicb  ars  not  aeen,*aBd 

parents  believe  that  in  heaven  there  is  **  a  trea-  which  realizes  to  the  mind,  as  if  actually  pissml, 

sure  that  (ade^  not,"  while  they  teach  their  the  gbries  of  the  invisible  world!    If  wu  really 

children  to  conclude,  that  the  acquisition  of  a  b^eve  the  doctrine  of  immortality,  it  wiQ  nriuri* 

fortune,  and  the  favor  of  the  great,  are  the  grand  lest  itself  in  our  thoughts,  aflectiona  and  pah- 

objects  to  which  they  should  aspire  ?    Can  that  suits,    h  wUl  lead  u$  to  form  a  jnat  eetimale^ 

oU  hoary-headed  votary  of  pleasure  consider  ^  vahte  of  all  eorthbf  mjoymente,    Tor,  in  Ihs 

himself  as  standing  on  the  verge  of  an  eternal  light  of  eternity,  all  the  secular  pursuits  in  whieh 

worid,  who  still  indulges  himself  in  all  the  fashion-  men  now  engage,  appear  but  as  vanity,  and  al 

able  follies  and  frivolities  of  the  age,  and  never  the  dazzling  objects  which  fascinate  rtieir  ^fssi 

oasts  an  eye  beyond  the  precincts  of  the  grave  ?  as  fleeting  shadows.    A  realizing  view  cf  an 

Can  that  hard-hearted  worldling,  who  shuts  his  eternal  state  dissipates  the  illusion  whidi  the 

ears  at  the  cry  of  the  poor  and  needy,  and  who  eye  of  sense  throws  over  the  pageaolry  and 

grasps  his  treasures  with  eagerness  even  amidst  the  splendours  of  this  world,  and   teaches  m 

3ie  agonies  of  dissolution— believe  that  **  a  re-  that  all  is  transitory  and  &ding,  and  that  our 

compense  of  reward"  awaits  the  benevolent  "  at  most  exquisite  earthly  enjoyments  will  ere  loag 

the  resurrection  of  the  just  ?"    Can  that  man  be  snatched  from  our  embrace.    For,  not  a  ain- 

he  impressed  with  the  solemnities  of  the  eternal  gle  mark  of  our  sublunary  honours,  not  •  aio^ 

world,  who,  the  ipoment  afler  he  has  committed  farthing  of  our  boasted  treasures,  not  a  ainjpe 

the  remains  of  a  rehitive  to  the  grave,  violates  trace  (jf  our  splendid  possessions,  nor  a  nn^ 

every  humane  and  friendly  feeling,  and  for  the  line  of  the  beauty  of  our  persons,  can  be  canwi 

sake  of  a  few  paltry  pounds  or  shillings,  deprives  along  with  us  to  the  regions  beyond  the  grave, 

the  widow  and  the  orphan  of  every  earthly  en-  It  wiU  atumilate  us  to  set  oitr  (^hArna  an  thmga 

jnyment  ?    Can  that  courtly  sycophant,  who  is  a6oo«,  and  to  indulge  m  heavenljf  oonten^tlaHotu. 

continually  hunting  after  places  and  pensions,  "  Where  our  treasure  is,  there  will  our  hearts 

&wning  upon  his  superiors,  and  whose  whole  be  also."    Rising  superior  to  the  delights  of 

life  is  a  continued  course  of  treachery,  adulation  sense,  and  to  the  narrow  boundaries  of  time,  we 

and  falsehood— believe  that  "all  liars  shall  have  will  expatiate  at  large  in  those  boundless  r»> 

their  portion  in  the  lake  that  bumeth  with  fire  gions  which  eye  hath  not  seen,  and  eonten* 

and  brimstone  ?*     Can  that  thoughtless   d»>  plate,  in  the  U^t  of  reason  and  cf  revelatioD, 

biMheebelieTe  that fatore punishment  awaiti  the  those  scenes  of  fdieity  and gnuidear,  which  wfl 


is  A*  cw|MM  of  ftB  sttMi,  to  miM  or- 
ftdnrUt  %^amt  of  cwth  with  dwir  fwocdi  I 
mmVtht  Mte  ihoidd  divido  thoir  moU- 
H*  ywiaoMtjiiiiil  oooeeifo  t  field  to  be 
I  UogiBait  nd  fiercely  eoatend  toeolarfe 
oidMi^  Had  eetahrem  a  triniiipb  in  ^i»- 
bot  of  ecrth,  m  a  new  provinoe  to  their 
I."    Id  tlie  light  of  boayen  ail  eublunary 

&de  awajr,  and  the  mind  ii  refined  and 
ed,  whan,  with  the  eye  of  faith,  it  pene- 
within  the  Teil,  and  deocribet  the  tplen- 
of  the  heaTon  of  boavcui. 
in,  if  we  beliere  die  doctrine  of  inunor* 

«•  wis  be  careful  to  avoid  tbow  tina 
ffoald  cofMiM  ue  to  miaery  in  the  future 
and  to  cidtivate  thoee  dispoaitions  and 
'  whidh  will  {Hrepare  iia  lor  the  enjoyment 
na]  Mictty.  Between  Tirtue  and  vice, 
1  botineea,  there  ia  an  eaarntiai  and  eter> 
tineUoo ;  and  thia  diatinction  will  be  fhny 
liblr  displayed  in  the  etwna\  world.    He 

lib  ia  a  contimied  acene  of  viciouB  in- 
B»^  aad  who  haa  devoted  himaelf  to  "  worii 
OBBT  of  undeanneaa  with  greedineaa,** 
m,  by  aiieh  habita,  "  a  vessel  of  wrath 
fkr  dmtmeliomf*  and,  firom  the  very  coin 
■  of  thinga,  ibare  ia  no  poaaibility  of 
If  miaary  in  the  fature  atate,  if  bia  eziat- 
m  prokmfad.    Whereaa,  he  who  ia  de- 

0  the  practice  of  bolineaa,  who  kwea  hia 
r  with  aopreme  afilection,  and  hia  neigh« 

1  himaelf,  who  adda  to  hia  fiudi  **  virtue, 
idfa,  temperance,  patience,  brotherly- 
aa,  and  charity,'*  ia,  by  aoch  gracea,  ren- 
it  iar  everlaaUiw  eonraranion  with  the 
'  of  apirita,  and  ror  delightful  aaaociatioo 
i  Ihe  holy  imoHigencea  diat  people  hia 

Again,  the  baliaf  of  a  future 


prepare  oi  for  angagiag  in  ila  aiai^aa  and  tor 
rdiafaiDgitBMmjmeata.  In  dwrf,  if wa  ri^Of- 
ttiaaihaideaaraniMBoctdlift^  wawBlandv^ 
vour  to  acquire  dear  and  onrnprabiiivti  viawi 
of  ita  nature,  ita  pleaaurea,  and  iiaamployiMBlB. 
We  will  not  reat  aatiafied  wUi  vague  and  eon- 
fined  coDceptioaa  cif  celeatial  Uiaa ;  bat  wffl  en- 


deavour to  form  aa  predae  and  definite  ideaa  on 
thia  aubjei^  aa  the  circumatancea  of  our  aublo- 
nary  aiation  will  permit.  We  will  aearcb  the 
Oradaa  of  Divine  Revelation,  and  the  diaoovo- 
riea  of  aeience,  and  endeavour  to  deduce  fitn 
both  the  Bubliroeai  conceptiona  we  can  6rm  of  the 
gloriea  of  that  **  inheritance  which  u  incorrupti- 
blSf  undefiled,  and  that  fadeth  not  away,  whidi 
14  reaerved  in  heaven  for  the  faithfiil." 

In  a  word,  if  our  minda  are  aa  deeply  im- 
preaaed  wiih  thia  aubject  aa  ila  importance  de- 
mands, we  shall  eiperience  feelings  similar  to 
those  which  affected  the  mind  of  Hyeronynraa 
when  he  contemplated  the  diaaolotion  of  the 
world,  and  the  aotemnitiea  of  the  Uat  jodgmenL 
—'<  Whether  I  eat  or  drink,  or  in  wbatevar 
other  action  or  employment  I  am  engaged,  that 
a(rfemn  voice  alwaya  aeema  to  aound  in  m  v  aai% 
*  Ariae  ye  dead  and  come  to  judgment  r — ^As 
often  aa  I  think  of  the  day  of  JudgoMM,  niv 
heart  quakes,  and  my  whole  firametvaoiblaa.  A 
I  am  to  indulge  in  any  of  the  pleaaurea  of  Iks 
preaent  life,  lam  reeolved  todo  it  in  auch  a  way* 
that  the  aolemn  realitiea  of  the  fulnre  judgyaant 
may  never  be  baniahed  from  my  recoUectioB."* 

*  81ve  eomedam,  sJve  Ubam,  slve  aUqold  altad 
fociam,  semper  vox  iUa  In*  aurilms  msoa  aonara 
viitetnri  Bniflte  Moiinl.  et  vanlle  ad  Judtolam. 
Qnotlus  diem  jodlcU  cogtto,  totua  coide  ci  ooip 
contremlano.  81  qua  enlm  ptBaentla  vlt« 
Utla,  Ita  acenda  eat,  at 
JaaicUiaoadatai 


i^ 


•v'' 


'».■(! 


t. 


t 


22 


PART  II. 

ON  THE  CONNEXION  OF  SCIENCE  WITH  A  FUTURE  STATE. 

A  ORBAT  outcry  has  frequently  been  made,  range  of  thought.    It  is  rather  a  mdlaiicboiy  ir 

hj  many  of  those  who  wish  to   be  considered  flection,  that  any  persons,  particularly  preacfasrf 

M   pious  persons,  about  the  vanity  of  httmon  of  the  gospel,  should  endeavour  to  apologize  for 

tcitnoi.    Certain  divines  in  their  writings,  and  their  own  ignorance  by  endeavouring  to  undo^ 

Tarious  descriptions  of  preachers  in  their  pulpit  value  what  thry  acknowledge  they  never  have  to 

declamations,  not  unfrequently  attempt  to  era-  quired,  and  therefore,  cannot  be  suppoted  to  tw 

bellish  their  discourses,  and  to  magnify  the  truths  derstand  and  appreciate.    For,  althoa^  Mireral 

of  Scripture,  by  contrasting  them  with   what  welMnformed  and  judicious  ministers  of  religk*: 

they  are  pleased  to  call  "  the  perishing  treasures  have  been  led,  from  the  influence  of  custom,  tai 

of  scientific  knowledge.**    "  T  e  knowledge  we  from  copying  the  expressions  of  others,  to  uses 

derive  from  the  Scriptures,**  say  they,  "  is  able  phraseology  which  has  a  tendency  to  detract  froB 

to  make  us  wise  iraio  salvation ;  all  other  know-  the  utility  of  scientific  knowled^,  yet  it  is  gs- 

lodge  is  but  comparative  folly.    The  knowledge  neraUy  the  roost  ignorant,  those  wfaiuse  reading 

of  Christ  and  him  crucified  will  endure  for  ever ;  and  observation  have  been  confined  within  the 

but  aH  human  knowledge  is  transitory,  and  will  narrowest  range,  who  are  most  forward  in  their 

periah  for  ever  when  thi$  toorld  oomee  to  an  end.  boU  and  vague  declamations  on  this  topic.    W« 

Men  weary  themselves  with  diving  into  human  never  find,  in  any  part  of  the  Sacred  Reeordm 

•dence,  while  all  that  results  to  them  is  vanity  sudi  comparisons  and  contrasts  as  thooe  to  whicts 

and  vexation  of  spirit.    Men  may  become  the  I  allude.     The  inspired  writers  never  attempt  *^ 

greatest  philosophers,  and  have  their  understand-  set  the  word  of  God  in  opposition  to  his  wmJF^i 

logs   replenished  with  every   kind  of  human  nor  attempt  to  deter  men  from  the  study  of  0^ 

kiMwIedge,  and  yet  perish  for  ever.    What  have  wonders  of  his  creation,  on  the  ground  that  It'  *^ 

we  to  do  with  the  planets  and  the  stars,  and  of  less  importance  than  the  study  of  his  wof^'' 

whether  they  bo  peopled  with  inhabitants  ?    Our  On  the  comrary,  they  take  every  proper  opp0^^ 

busiuMB  is  to  attend  to  the  salvation  of  our  t  unity  of  directing  the  attention  to  the  mecha^*^ 

■ouls."  ism  and  order,  the  magnificence  and  grandem^  ^^ 

Now,  although  some  of  the  above,  and  simi-  the  visible  world ;  and  their  devotional  feelin^^ 

lar  assertions,  when  properly  modified  and  ex-  are  kindled  into  rapture  by  such  contemplation^  ' 

plained,  may  be  admitted  as  true,  the  greater  When  the  Psalmist  had  finished  his  survey  ^^ 

part  of  them,  along  with  hundreds  of  similar  the  diffi-rent  departments  of  nitfure,  aa  describtf'^ 

expressions,  are  either  ambiguous  or  fiilse.   But,  in  the  civ.  Psalm,  he  brdie  out  into  the  fbllowir*^ 

although  they  were  all  admitted  as  strictly  true,  devotional  strains :      "  How   manifold  are  tlp^ 

what  effect  can  the  frequent  reiteration  of  such  works,  O  Lord  !  in  wisdom  hast  tbou  OMde  tbe^^ 

comparisons  and  contrasts  have  on  the  mass  of  all :  the  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches,  so  is  the  (gjre^^ 

the  people  to  whom  they  are  addressed,  who  are  and  wide  sea.      The  glory*  of  the  Lord  sb»^ 

already  too  mudi  disinclined  to  the  pursuit  of  mdure  for  ever,  the  Lord  shall  rejoice  in  all  hf^ 

general  knowledge— but  to  make  them  imagine,  works.    I  will  sing  unto  the  Lord  as  long  as  S 

that  it  is  useless,  and  in  some  cases  dangerous,  live ;  I  will  sing  praises  to  my  God  while  I  bar<0 

to  prosecute  any  other  kind  of  knowledge  than  my  being."     For  the  visible  works  of  God  div* 

what  is  derived  direclty  from  the  Scriptures  ?  play  the  same  essential  attributes  of  Deity,  and 

And  wliat  is  the  knowledge  which  the  great  of  his  superintending  providence,  as  the  revdft^ 

majority  of  those  who  attend  the  public  services  tions  of  his  word ;  and  it  is  one  great  deB%n  of 

of  religion  have  acquired  of  the  contents  of  the  that  word  to  direct  men  to  a  rational  and  devotf^ 

■acred  oracles  ?    It  is  too  oflen,  I  fear,  exceed-  contemplation  of  these  works  w  which  hia  ^kKf 

iogly  vague,  confused  and  superficial ;  owing,  in  is  so  magnificently  displayed.     And,  tiierdbrB« 

t  great  measure,  to  the  want  of  those  habits  of  to  attempt  to  magnify  the  word  of  Ctod  by  dhfpm* 

nental  exertion,  which  a  moderate  prooecution  ding  his  works,  or  to  set  the  one  in  oppofitiaf 

of  useful  science  would  have  induced.  to  the  other,  is  to  attempt  to  aetthe  Deity  inop^ 

Such  declamations  as  those  to  which  I  have 

■ow  adverted,  obviously  proceed  from  a  very  ivlI^t^*^,^*'®'*^fJ^?Jf  "**  ^*I!5?£F!" 

Tr  .    ,     .         e  >  f       .•  1  .    ^  J  tbematerlal  workL  as  the  connexion  of  the 

Umited  aphere  of  infonnauon  and  a  contracted  plainly  intimatei.        •'«»vu««w*tw««  w. 


I"*  pucHuinoua  vi  iiur  suutuimrj  aytuvtUf 

fferin^  Up  thai  tribute  of  thwokap^iving  qbjbcj  or  fCUEiiTiric  ivYatnaATioir. 
i  whidi  is-dyo  to  the  great  First  Cauae, 

ihoee  emotirNM  of  adoration  and  reve-  In  order  to  avoid  misoonceptioni  and  a  confu- 
ch  euch  studies  have  a  tendency  to  in-  lion  of  thouj;ht  on  this  subjeci,  it  may  not  be 
ut  it  it  no  lew  true,  that  iho  mere  theo-  improper,  in  the  first  place,  to  define  and  iUui- 
le,  likewise,  not  uBfrcquenlly,  vvalked  trate  what  is  meant  by  the  term  Sdenee. 
he  fielil  of  revelation,  studied  its  doc-  Science,  in    its  most  general    acceptation, 
J  facts  and  moral   requisitions,  written  denotes  knovoUdge  of  every  description ;    in  a 
a  support  of  its  heavenly   origin,  and  more  restricted  sen»e,  it  denotes  that  species  of 
Its  truths  aijainst  the  caviU  of  advursa-  knowjed^  which  is  acquired  chiefly  by  the  oxer- 
Nit  feeling  that  supreme  love  to  God  and  cise  of  the  human  Acuities;  and  in  a  still  more 
towards  his  neighbour  which  it  is  the  restricted   sense,  it    denotei    tliat    systematic 
^  of  the  Scriptures  to  produce,  and  dis-  species  of  knowledge  whicli  consists  of  rule  and 
disposition  and  conduct  directly  repug-  order, — such  as  geometry,  arithmetic,  algebra, 
holy  precepts.     An  argument  founded  natural  philosophy,  geography,  astronomy,  dijr- 
itety  of  certain  pretended  philoeopbers,  mistry,  mineralogy  and  botany. — In  the  observa- 
le  OS  from  the  study  of  the  material  tions  which  follow,  the  term  may  be  token  in  any 
jld,  therefore,  be  equally  powerful  to  one  of  these  senses  ;  but  particularly  in  the  last, 
om  the  study  of  divine  revelation,  when  which    is  tlie  most   common  and  appropriate 
er  that  many  who  profess  to  receive  its  meaning.     By  means  of  scientific  investigation, 
ive  in  open  defiance  of  its  most  sacred  the  powers  of  the  human  mind  have  been  woo- 
ls. In  bothcases,  such  examples  merely  derfully   strengthened  and   expanded,  and    our 
I  man  is  a  frail  inconsistent  being,  and  knowledge   of  the  operations  of  the   Creator 
ntly  disposed  to  overlook  his  Creator,  extensively  enlarged.    Science  has  enabled  ua 
nder  from  the  source  of  happiness.  to  transport  ourselves   from   one   continent  to 
Tk  entitled,  "  The  Chrvitian  Philmo-  anotlier,  to  steer  our  course  through  the  pathless 
have   endeavoured  to  illustrate   this  ocean,  and  to  survey  all  the  variety  of  aceoery 
considerable  length,  and  Lo  show,  that  which  the   terraqueous   globe  dis)^aya;   it  has 
igation  of  the  works  of  creation,  under  taught  us  to  mount  upwards  to  the  region  of  the 
ice  of  true  science,  has  a  tendency  to  clouds,  and  lo  penetrate  into  the  bowels  of  tho 
ir  conceptions  of  the  power,  wisdom,  earth,  to  explore  the  changes  which  the  earth  has 
:e,  and  superintending  providence  of  undergone  since  the  period  of  its  creation.    It 
J  that  the  various  sciences  and  the  has  laid  open  to  our  view  the  nature  and  consti- 
of  art  may  be  rendered  sulMervicnt  in  turion  of  the  atmosfihere,  the  principles  of  which 
the  objects  of  true  religion,  and  diflfus*  it  is  composed,  and  its  agency  in  supporting  fire 
uence  among  the  nations. — At  present,  and  flame,  and  vegetable  and  animal  life.     Oo 
nfine  my  views,  in  the  few  following  the  principles  which  science  has  established,  wo 
o  the  illustration  of  the  following  posi-  have  been  enabled  to  ascertain  the  distances  oT 
loLi  science  has  a  relation  to  a  future  many  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  to  compute  their 

magnitudes,  and  to  determine  the  periods  of  their 

vorv  vamip.  onH.  in    mnnv    nrtinla    nf  rAvoliitinna  ;   and  hv  m<>nns  itT  the  ilislriimpnts  it 
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(ence,   of  the   inscrutable  depth?   of    infinite  objects    oh    which    the    FACi7i,Tnfl   01 

wi»doin,  of  the   overruling  providence  of  the  celestial  I5Tellioe5CE8  will  be  e»» 

Almighty,  of  the  benevolent  care  he  ezerciset  ployed. 

over  all  his  creatures,  and  t/the  unlimited  extent 

of  those  dominions  over  which  he  eternally  pre-  Let  us  now  coosider  the  objects  on  which  tbs 

•ides.  faculties  of  celestial  intelligences  will  be  emplojcd 

The  fcurultir$  by  which  man  ha.<!  been  enabled  in  the  way  of  scientific  investigation, 

to  make  the  discoveries  to  which  I  have  alluded,  The   grand  scene  of  universal    nature-~tlttt 

were  implanted  in  his  constitution  hy  the  hand  august  theatre  on  which  tlie  Almighty  display!, 

of  his  Creator;  and  the  objects  on  which  these  to  counties^  myriads,  his  gloricNis  periectioae-* 

faculties  are  exercised,  are   the  works  of  the  will  remain  subetantially  the  same  as  it  is  at 

Creator,  which,  the  more   minutely  (hey   are  present,  after  all  the  changet  in  reference  to  oar 

investigated,  the  more  strikingly  d>  they  display  globe  shall  have  taken  place;  and  the  clear  and 

the  glory  of  his  character  and  perfections.     Con-  expansive  view  of  its  ecooomyi  its  rooTementt, 

•equcntiy,  it  must  have  been  the  intention  of  the  and  its  peculiar  glories,  which  will  then  be  laid 

Creator  that  man  should  employ  tlie  powers  he  open  to  their  inspection,  will  exercise  the  fiicultiei, 

hat  given  him  in  scientific  researches  ;  other-  and  form  a  considerable  portion  of  the  felicity  of 

wise,  he  would  neither  have  endowed  him  with  renovated  moral  agents. 

fuch  noble  faculties,  nor  have  opened  to  his  That  the  general  sjrsiem  of  nature  wiD  remtid 
view  enlarge  a  portion  of  his  empire.  Scientific  materially  the  same,  when  the  preeent  &bnc  of 
investigations,  therefore,  are  to  be  considered  as  our  globe  is  dissolved,  may  be  argiied,  \,  Fron 
nothing  less  than  inquiries  into  the  plans  and  the  immense  number  and  magnitude  of  the  bo- 
operations  of  the  Eternal,  in  order  to  unfold  the  dies  of  which  it  is  compoaed.  In  erery  directioa 
aitributoa  of  his  nature,  hie  providential  proce-  to  which  we  can  turn  our  eyes,  the  univene  ap* 
dure  in  the  government  of  Hit  creatures,  and  the  peart  to  be  replennhed  with  countleat  orfaa  of 
lawt  by  which  he  directa  the  movements  of  uni-  light,  diffusing  their  splendours  firom  regiona  iai< 
rortal  nature.  It  it  true,  indeed,  that  every  one  meaturabiy  distant.  Nearly  one  bundred  ■#* 
who  calU  himself  a  philosopher  may  not  keep  lionsof  these  globes  are  visible  through  teleaoopsf 
thit  end  in  view  in  the  prosecution  of  scientific  of  the  greatest  magnifying  power ;  and  it  it  nsif 
acquirements.  He  may  perhaps  bo  actuated  than  probable,  that  beyond  the  reach  of  the  finert 
merely  by  a  principle  of  curiosity,  by  a  love  of  glasses  that  art  has  ever  constructed,  thouMttdt  ef 
worldly  gain,  or  by  a  desire  to  acquire  reputation  millions  exist  in  the  unexplored  regiont  of  inh 
among  Uie  learned  by  the  discoveries  he  may  mensity,  which  the  eye  of  man,  while  he  rrttaaitf 
bring  to  light,  just  in  the  same  way  as  some  theo-  in  this  lower  world,  will  never  be  able  to  detcfy* 
logians  are  actuated  in  prosecuting  the  study  of  All  these  luminous  globes,  too,  are  bodiea  of  in* 
the  Christian  system.  But  the  discoveries  raense  magnitude ;  compared  with  any  one  of 
which  have  been  made  by  such  persons,  are,  which,  the  whole  earth  dwindles  into  an  incon- 
notwithstanding,  real  developeinents  of  the  plans  siderable  ball.  It  is  probable  that  the  smallest  of 
olC  the  Deity,  and  open  to  a  devout  mind  a  more  them  is  at  least  one  hundred  thousand  tioMt 
expansive  view  o(  the  power,  wisdom,  and  be-  larger  than  the  globe  on  which  we  live.— t.  AD 
nevolence  of  Him  who  is  *'  wonderful  in  council,  these  bodies  are  iinmenady  (Hatantjrom  the  eardk, 
and  excellent  in  working.'*  It  is  our  own  fault  Although  we  could  wing  our  course  with  a  swifW 
if  we  do  not  derive  useful  instruction  from  the  ness  equal  to  ten  thousand  miles  a-day,  it  woaU 
investigations  and  discoveries  of  philosophy ;  it  require  more  than  five  millions  of  yean  befiwe 
is  owing  to  our  want  of  intelligence  to  discrimi-  we  could  reach  the  nearest  star ;  and  the  more 
nate  between  the  experiments  of  men,  and  the  distant  of  these  orbs  are  placed  in  regiona  to  im- 
uperalions  of  God,  and  to  the  want  of  that  reve-  mensely  distant,  that  the  imagination  is  bewil* 
rence,  humility,  and  devotion,  which  ought  to  dered  and  overpowered  when  it  attempta  to  gra^ 
accompany  us  in  all  our  studies  and  contem-  the  immeasurable  extent  which  intervenet  be> 
plations  «^  nature.  Science,  therefore,  from  tween  us  and  them.  This  circumstance  provet, 
whatever  motives  it  may  be  prosecuted,  is,  that  these  bodies  are  of  an  immense  size  tad 
in  effect,  and  in  reality,  an  inquiry  after  God:  splendour,  since  they  are  visible  at  such  dit- 
it  is  the  study  of  angels  and  other  superior  tances ;  and  consequently  demonstrates,  that  each 
intttUigences  ;  and  we  cannot  suppose  there  is  of  them  is  desiincH],  in  its  respectire  sphere,  lo 
a  holy  being  throughout  the  universe  that  is  not  accomplish  some  noble  purpose,  worthy  of  As 
employed,  in  one  mode  or  another,  in  scien-  plans  of  a  Being  of  infinite  wisdom  aiM  good* 
tific  research  and  investigation;  unless  we  can  ness. — 3.  The  whole  of  this  vast  assembbgeof 
tuppose  that  there  are  moral  intelligences  who  suns  and  worlds  ha»  no  immediate  eonnemtm  wUh 
are  insensible  to  the  displays  of  the  divine  glo-  the  present  constitution  and  arrangement  of  onr 
ry,  and  altogether  indifferent,  whether  or  not  globe.  There  are  no  celestial  bodies  that  hum 
they  make  progreta  in  the  knowledge  of  their  any  immediate  connexion  with  the  earth,  ordlh 
Greaior.  rect  influence  upon  H,  except  the  sob,  tb« 


ref  ioiw  of  the  universe,  woukl  still  not  the  lieavenly  bodies,  which  are  not  only  at  a 

ooatinue  to  illuminate  the  voids  of  vast  distance  from  it,  but  it  is  little  more  than  • 

ih  tndiminished  sfMeudovr.  point,  if  com|iared  to  them  Ibr  magnitude."*— 

Dr.  Dwight,  when  adverting  to  thn  mbjecl,  ei- 

presses  the  same  sentiment:  "  The  phrase  Aeo- 

P  TR  n.ir>a^L  cohflaoiiatiot..  |U.,^eo»ifc  (say.  be)  in  Jewidi  geology 

i  considerations  now  stated,  it  is  evi-  denoted    the   universe.     In  the   present  case, 

the  chanced  which  are  predicted  to  however,  (2  Peter  iii.  10,  -12,  IS.)  the  words 

at  the  general  conflagration,  will  not  appear  to  be  used  with  a  meaning  less  extended, 

ood,  the  cnviroRjt  of  our  f^Iobe,  or  at  where  it  i<«  declared,  that  -that  which  is  intended 

yond  the  limits  of  the  solar  system,  by  both  terms,  shall  be  oonsumed,  dissolved,  and 

indeed,  no  reason  to  conclude,  that  psss  away.      This  astooishing  event,   we  are 

Aend  beyond  the  terraqueous  globe  it-  taught,  siiull  take  place  at  the  final  judgment ; 

I  surrounding  atmosphere ;  for  since  and  we  httve  no  funt  in  th»  Senpturt*^  that  tht 

lations  of  Scripture  have  a  peculiar  Judgment  xaU  vnwAve  amif  other  beings  bendet 

}  the  inhabitants  of  this  globe,  the  angeU  and  men." 

laoges  which  are  to  talce  place  in  its  From  the  preceding  considerations,  it  is  obvi- 

nstitution,  at  the  close  of  the  present  oiis,  that  when  the  inspired  writers  use  such 

'  Provideuoe,  must  bu  considered  as  expressions  as  these, — *'  The  stars  shall  fall  fmtn 

ie  same  sphere.     As  d»e  world  was  heaven,"  "the  powers  of  heaven  shall  be  shaken,** 

satroyed  by  a  deluge  ef  waters,  in  and,  "  the  heaven  departed  aa  a  scroll,"  they  are 

tf  of  the  depravity  dT  man,  so  its  do-  to  be  undenHood  not  in  a  literal,  but  in  a  figwra- 

y  fke  wiU  take  place,  for  the  same  five  seD!<e,aa  denoting  changes,  convulsions,  and 

irder  that  it  may  be  purified  from  all  revolutions  in  the  moral  worid.      And  when,  in 

if  the  cKrse  which  was  originally  pro-  reference  to  the  dissolution  of  our  globe  and  its 

ton  the  ground  for  man*s  sake,  and  appendages,  it  is  said,  that  <*the  heavens  shall 

its  former  order  and  beauty.     But  pass  away  with  amighty  noise,"  the  aerial  heaven, 

it  the  rraallest  reaiton  to  conclude,  or  the  surrounding  atmosphere  ia  to  be  understood. 

Scripture  or  the  general  constitution  How  this  appendage  to  our  world  may  be  dia> 
irae.  that  this  destruction  will  extend  solved,  or  pass  away  loicfc  a  migklg  noite,  it  ia  not 
I  part  of  the  frame  of  nature  which  difTicult  to  conceive,  now  that  we  have  become 
:ted  to  the  curse,  and  is  physically  acquainted  with  the  nature  and  energies  of  its 
ri'h  theain  of  man ;  and  conii>equently,  constituent  parts.  One  essential  part  of  the  at- 
-ely  confined  to  certain  changes  which  moephere  contains  the  principle  of  flame ;  and  if 
ted  throughout  the  contments,  isbiHltf,  this  principle  were  not  counteracted  by  its  con- 
,  and  in  the  higher  and  lower  regions  nexion  with  another  ingredient,  or  were  it  let 
laphere.  loose  to  exert  its  energies  vsiihont  control,  instantly 
pears  to  be  the  sense  in  which  the  one  immense  flame  wouM  envelope  the  terraque- 
ous expositors  of  Scripture  interpret  ous  {plobe,  which  would  set  on  fire  the  foundap 
geswfaidi  have  a  particular  reference  t ions  of  the  mountains,  wrsp  the  ocean  in  a 
t.    Dr.  Guyse,  in  his  "  Paraphrase  blaze,  and  dissolve,  not  only  coals,  wood,  and 
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globe,  which  will  stun  the  auiemUed  world,  and  fence,  is  a  9eniimenr  so  absurd  and  rxtraTtfyl, 

shake  the  earth  to  its  foundations.       For,  if,  in  and  S4i  contrary  lo  the  general  tenor  of  ScriptONi 

chymtcal  experiments  conducted  on  a  small  scale,  and  the  character  of  God,  that  it  is  aatoqiahiD|  it 

the  separation  of  two  gases,  or  their    coming  slxtilJ  ever  have  been  entertained  bjr  any  mu, 

in  contact  with  the  principle   of  flume,  is  fre-  callingliimhtlf  a  divmeor  aOSristionprcadier.* 

quenlly  accompanied  with  a  loud  and  destructive  I  liave  already  had  occasion  to  remark,  that  thai 

explosion, — it  is  im{)ossible  to  form  an  adequate  is  no  example  of  aunihilation,  or  eutiie  de«tnio> 

idea  of  the  loud  and  tremendous  explosionyvs hit  h  tion  of  uiaierial   stib>iances,   to  be  focmd  ia  dM 

w^ould  ensue  were  the  tcAole  atwutipkere  at  once  universe,  iiitd  that  it  U  lo  the  last  degree  improhtp 

diMtoloedf  and  its  elementary  principles  t^jiaratcd  ble,  that  any  one  particle  of  matter  which  MW 

from  each  other  and  left  to  exert  their  native  en-  exists  will  ever  be  cumpletely  destroyed,  ho»> 

trgies.    A  sound  as  if  creation  had  burst  asun-  ever  numerous  the  changes   that  may  take  pliee 

der,  and  accoaipanied  the  next  moment  with  a  in  the  universe. f    Wo  have  no  reason  to  beliefC| 

universal  blaze,  extending  over  sea   and   Isnd,  that  even  those  clmnges  to  which  cur  worid  if 

would  present  a  scene  of  sublimity  and  terror,  destine<l,  at  the  general  conflagration,  will 


which  would  more  than  realize  all  the  striking     in  its  entire  destruction.    The  materials  of  whidi 
descriptioQS  given  in  Scripture  of  this  solemn     the  earth  and  its  atmosphere  are  composed  wiD 


still  continue  to  exist  aAer  its  pfesent  structors 

Agaio,  when  in  reierence  to  this  tremendous  is  deranged,  and  will,  in  all  proliahiliiy,  be  eis- 

eveat,  it  is  said,  that  "  the  earth  and  the  heaven  ployed  in  the  arrangement  of  a  new  system,  piR> 

flsd  away,"  (Rev.  rz.  II.)  we  are  not  to  imagme,  fled  from  the  physical  evils  which  now  exist,  and 

that  the  distant  bodies  of  the  universe  shall  be  whirJi  may  continue  to  flourish  as  a  nioaumrst 

cither  annihilated,  or  removed  from  the  spaces  of  divine  power  and  wisdom,  throughout  an  is* 

they  formerly  occupied ;  but  that  all  sublunary  definite  lapse  of  ages. 

nature  shall  be  tlirown  into  confusion  and  disor-  In  accordance  with  these  sentiments,  we  fiwi 

der,  and  that  the  celestial  orbs,  during  this  univer-  the  inspired  writers  asserting  the  stabflityiiKi 

tal  uproar  of  the  elements,  will  be  eclipsed  from  perpetuity  of  tlie  material  universe.    In  a  psi* 

the  view,  and  appear  as  if  they  had  fled  away,  sage  formerly  alluded  to,   the  Psaknist,  afi«t 

The  appearance  of  the  heavens  whirling  with  a  having  contemplated  the  scenes  of  tho  materiil 

eonfuscd  and  rapid  motion,  at  this  period,  would  creation,  declares,  in  reference  to  these  n^ 

be  produced,  were  the  Almighty  (as  will  proba-  ble  msnifestaiions  of  the  divine  periectiantr- 

bly  be  the  case)   suddenly  to  put  a  stop  to  the  "  The  glory  of  the  Lord  $haU  endure  far  enr^tbt 

diurnal  rotation  of  the  earth,  or  to  increase  tl:e  Lord  shall  rejoice  in  all  his  works."    And  d)t 

rate  of  its  motion ;  in  which  case,  the  celestial  Apostle  Peter,  when  describing  the  dissoiutioBif 

luminaries  would  appear  either  lo  slop  in  their  the  elementary  parts  of  our  globe,  intimates,  it 

coinrses,  or  to  be  thrown  into  rapid  and  irregular  the  same  time,  the  cttptinued  existence  of  the 

agitations.    And  the  appearance  of  the  heavens  visible  fabric  of  nature.    "  We  look,"  says  be, 

in  reality  receding  from  the  view,  would  be  pro-  *'  for  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  wherein 

duced,  were  the  earth  to  leave  its  present  station  dwelleih  righteousness."     The  same  truth  is  b- 

among  the  planets,  and  to  be  impelled  with  a  cidentally  declared  in   rofiny  other  portiott  ef 

rapid  motion  towards  the  distant  parts  of  the  Scripture.      In    the  prophecies  respecting  iha 

solar  system,  or  beyond  its  boundaries;  ib  whirh  Messiah  and  the  duration  of  his  kingdom,  it  is 

case,  the  sun  would  appear  to  fly  off  with  a  rapid  declared,  that  "  His  name  shall  endure  (or  ever, 

motion  to  a  distant  part  of  space,  till  he  had  di-  his  name  shall  be  continued  o$  lom^  OM  lk»  tas* 
mmished  to  the  size  of  a  twinkling  star,  and 

the  moon  and  the  nearest  planets  would,  in  a  •  as  a  specimen  of  thevapie  and  absurd  teclaas- 

short  time,  entirely  disappear. — Whether  these  tion»  on  this  sultject,  which  have  been  piMisbed  boib 

•...nM;i;<«M  Aw.Ailv  rj- -jLi_-__Ll  «rttk  »ii«  •*.«»»—  from  the  pulpit  and  the  press,  the  fbUowlng  extimcC 

suppositions  exactly  corraspond  with  the  arrange-  f^„,  ^  malom  and  elerantly  printed  voioms  si 

roents  which  Divine  Wisdom  has  made  in  refer-  sermons  may  suffice  —"Tlie  blast  of  the  scvoA 

ence  to  the  general  conflagration,  i  do  not  take  «««>>»«*  thundering  with  terrtfle  clanfonr  thrM|j| 

"•.•     I    .      •  r       •           n  .  Y  I.  t}ie  sky.  and  crholuK  from  world  to  worU,  shall  s 

upon  me  positively  to  determine.     But  I  have  the  universe,  and  time  shaU  be  no  morel   The  iU 

stated  them  in  order  to  show,  that  all  the  descrip-  trumpets  have  already  sounded :  wlien  the  sevanik 

t  Urns  contained  in  Serinlure  of  the  dtnolution  of  Bball  blow,  a  total  change  shall  take  place  throuflMl 

lions ooniainea  m  s»cripiure,  oi  tne  dissolution  oi  ^^  creation ;  the  vast  globe  which  w«  now  tariaW 

our  gtobe,  and  of  the  circumstances  connected  shall  dissolve,  and  mlneie  with  yon  beaataoas  axon 

with  it,  oan  be  easily  accounted  for,  and  may  be  flrmament,  with  sun,  and  moon,  sad  all  tlie  iBnMM 

m,  n.lb.1,  wilbmt  «.pp»«g  jv etange  to  S^JlIlTJSlA'^ JJu^.'SSSJ^SS 

take  place  in  the  universe  beyond  the  limits  «  a  visionary  phantom  of  the  nlsht.  and  nuaHngm 

theearth  and  its  atmosphere.  '^^Sr?*?'*^?^'^*^^*^*?*^*^?^'"'*^ 

T»«»»<«M  mmm^mZ^w^Ai^mm  tk«t  tl.«  .h^u  "hallbc  dcstroyed.and  tlms  Itsslf shsU  banossMaT 

To  suppose,  as  some  have  done,  tbat  the  whole  ^e.  ^o.   when  such  bombastic  rant  Is  thundrrad  m 

fabric  of  creation  will  be  shattered  to  fNeces,  the  ears  of  Christian  people,  it  is  no  wmidartksft 

tiMtllMaCanwillUterany  fiOlirom   their  orbs,  iSSL'i2dtv°€i*Jitl?SSiiS?5£^ 


MriHnMiiiiil  ilfTwWMomd— tfgwb-      tiM«wtJL9H*««* 


ikl  hauiiaimy  it  if  dnd^um,  lint 
hftik  ft^pmwiku  ruttomm  m  Af  Am- 
■d  ahiB  dM  Ptilwitu  etlb  opon  aD 
ialh*  wvww  toetltbrata  the  pmbw 
ilori.lM  n.jpit  u  nfefMice  to  tbo  oriw 
"  Pimiw  j«  him,  nm  and  moon,  prmJM 
■IMS  of  Ught— Let  them  praise  the 
w  Lofd ;  for  he  oomraaoded,  and  they 
«L  BMktihmtto§»lablUhmitkemfor 
tmr;  k»  hoik  matU  a  decree  iMeh 
at;*  which  aipreMioot  evidently  im- 
ivfaataver  changes  may  happen  in  par- 
tema,  the  great  body  of  the  celestial 
h  cooititule  some  of  the  grandest 
Jw  mireffse,  win  remain  stable  and 
as  the  throne  of  the  Eternal.— Bat, 
dtiplv  qootatiooa^— the  following  de« 
f  Jeiiovah  by  the  prophet  Jeremiah 
ecimvo  on  this  point.  **  Thus  saith 
iHm  gifsth  the  sun  for  a  light  by  day, 
idinsnriii  of  the  moen  and  of  the 

K^t  by  night:  The  Lord  of  Hosts 
■a.    J[f  tktm  vrdkumeeB  depart  Jhm 

mkk  ike  Lerd,  then  the  seed  of 
rimA  esass  from  being  a  nation  before 
r,"t  which  words  plainly  imply,  that 
■ninariea  oontinoe  in  existence,  the 
manC  of  the  divine  promise*  is  s»> 
thospiritnal  seed  of  Israel ;  but  should 
Oed  out  of  creation,  or  depart  Crom 
lovnli,  the  happiness  of  the  *'raD- 
ha  Lord,"  and  their  relation  to  him 
roa  of  their  felicity,  would  be  ter- 
r  ever.  And  have  not  theee  lamina* 
Bed  in  diair  stations,  since  the  pre- 
I  innnwwad,  daring  a  period  of  more 
mnaaad  years?  And  do  ibey  not  still 
oodiminsbed  ktsire  1  Yes,  and  they 
loatiwia  to  display  tbo  glory  of  their 
ffaila  countless  agea  am  rotting  on. 
>  declared,  with  respect  to  the  "  saints 
St  High,"  "  They  that  be  teachers  of 
an  shue  as  the  hrightnoH  of  the  firmsp 
ihsy  that  turn  many  to  righteousness, 
•/SrsMrandsssr.^ 
,  when  we  consider  the  boundless  ec- 
starry  firmament,  the  scenes  of  gran- 
plays,  the  new  hmiinaries,  whi^,  in 
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Msi  and  intsUigeoeo  of  the  Deity,  to 

that  diaaa  VMM  dominioHi  oThiS)  b  which  hte  par- 

avsrbaantsiidio&llio  piooai,ar  la  ihdt  kt» 
non^aisianee.  With  absoat  equal  MaaoBmii^ 
wa  anppoaa,  that  the  CrsatorUaisalf  would  eeaae 
to  exist,  and  infinite  space  be  left  as  a  boonA> 
less  bUak  without  matter  and  intoHigmoe. 

If  the  considerationa  now  adduced  be  admitted 
to  have  any  fiiroe,  and  if  the  poaition  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  eatablish,  cannot  be  overthrown, 
either  on  Scriptural  or  rational  groonds— many 
of  our  sermons  and  poeme  which  profem  to  give 
a  description  of  the  scenes  of  the  *<  Xosf  dty,** 
must  be  conaiilered  as  containing  a  species  uf 
bombast  which  has  a  tendency  to  bewilder  the 
mind,  and  U>  produce  distorted  views  of  the  per* 
fections  of  tlie  Creator,  and  of  the  wise  arranga* 
ments  he  has  established  in  the  system  of  tha 
universe.  A  celebrated  poet,  when  expatiating 
on  thb  sumect,  in  order  to  give  effect  lo  his  da- 
scriptions,  breaks  out  into  the  fblbwing  extravi^ 
gant  exdamatinns,  when  aUuding  to  Uie  stany 
firmamaat: 

'*  How  fuftom  east  to  west  t  The  laboring  aya 
Can  scarce  the  distant  axare  bounds  desGry— 
So  «ai<,  this  world's  a  aram:  jret  myriads  giaea 
With  gulden  pomp  the  thiong*d  ethorial  spaea. 
How  great,  how  flrm,  how  s>)cred  all  appeaial 
How  worthy  animmortal  round  (rf  yean  I 
Yenmimietdr9m,memmtmm'eekklleH9rektt 
JndearthandJinmtmmubeeoufhllH^alm, 
Time  shall  be  slatn.  aB  nature  be  deetroifd, 
Ner  leave  an  mtom  in  the  mifhiy  vUL 
One  univeiaal  min  spreads  abroad. 
Nothing  Is  saA  beneath  the  throne  of  God." 

Again, 

*The  flaltea  asajrs,  and  melia  tbebsavans  thsjy 
The  son,  the  moon,  the  stars,  an  melt  awajri 
All,  all  Is  lost,  no  roonnmsnt,  no  sign, 
Vhere  anoa  ao  prsodlj  Mas'd  tha  gajr  maohlna.' 


If  such  descriptions  wore  to  be  literaDyraat 
ized,  arssi0TsflCioii/wnlibdsodisoiiU6sai»fl^ 
eolttU  xmpomUHtf — the  universe  would  be  r^ 
duced  to  an  immnnse  blank  and  tha  viaibla 
gloriea  of  Iha  Craaior,  by  which  alone  hia  par> 
fections  are  recognised  by  finite  inteUigencea, 
would  be  eclipsed  in  the  darkneas  of  eternal 
night.  Poetical  scrape  of  this  description,  are, 
however,  fiw|uently  reiterated  by  flansiag  oratora, 
in  order  to  give  effect  lo  their  inrgid  dedama* 
41008,  whila  ibsyhaM  m  alhar  taadMeythi* 
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to  lead  their  he&reri  into  t  maze  of  error  and  ex-  kpte  of  infinite  durttion,  according  to  the  d^ 

travagaRcy,  to  prevent  theni  fntm  thinking  sober-  aigns  which hi«  wisdom  has  determJDod  toaooon> 

beriy  and  rationally  on  the  scenes  predicted  in  pliith. 

Scripture,  and  to  excite  the  sneer  of  philosophical         That  all  material  objects  ane  Qubj<^ct  to  decoB> 

infidels.  position  and  changes,  we  have  abundanoe  ti 

The  only  passage  of  Scripture  which,  at  first  evidence  in  every  department  of  nature.    Wilk 

view,  seems  to  militate  against  the  position  I  respect  to  the  earth  on  which  we  tread,  we  per* 

have  endeavoured  to  e^tsblish,  is  that  contained  ceive  the  soil  in  the  higher  groonda  gradually 

in  Psalm  cii.  25,  26.    **  Of  oUJ  hast  thou  laid  the  washed  down  by  the  acttoo  of  winds  and  rails, 

ibundaiion  of  the  earth  ;  and  the  heavens  are  the  and  carried  by  the  rivers  to  the  bed  of  tbe  ocean. 

work  of  thy  hands :  they  shall  perish,  but  thou  Banks  are  accumulating  at  the  mouths  of  riven, 

shall  endure ;  yea,  all  of  tltem  shall  wax  old  like  and  r«e&  in  the  midst  of  the  seas,  which  are  the 

a  garment ;  as  a  vesture  shalt  thou  change  them,  tetror  of  mariners  and  obstruclioiis  to  navigation, 

and  they  shall  be  changed :  but  thou  art  the  same,"  In  every  pit  afid  quarry,  and  on  the  &ce  of  eveiy 

itc.    Some  commentators,  as  Mr.  Pierce  and  crag  and  broken  precipice,  we  perceive  the  markf 

others,  suppose,  that  by  **  the  earth  and  h^a^  of  disorder,  and  the  effects  of  former  diaogtf 

Tens,*'  in  this  passage,  are  to  be  understood,  g-^  and  convulsions  of  nature  ;   while  around  ihs 

vtmment»t  or  dvU  and  eeeletiwUieal  ^ttates^  as  bases  of  volcanic  mountains,  we  heboid  eitiei 

those  words,  in  their  figurative  sense,  sometimes  buried  under  a  mass  of  solid  lava,  orchards  lai 

denote.    But  this  does  not  appear  to  be  the  sense  vineyards  laid  wa^e,  and  fertile  fields  tran8fix» 

in  which  they  are  here  used.     Taken  in  their  od  into  a  scene  of  barrenness  and  deaolatioa. 

literal  tense,  they  may  refer  to  the  same  objects  Observation  likewise  demonstrates,  that  ^veo  Um 

and  events  alluded  to  by  the  Apostle  Peter,  in  luminaries  of  hecven  are  not  exempted  from  ra* 

hia  Second  Epistle,  cliap.  iii.  7, 10.  formerly  ex-  volutions  and  changes.    The  law  of  gravitsiioi, 

plained  ;  namely,  to  the  dissolution  of  the  earth  which  extends  its  influence  through  all  the  cell** 

and  the  aerial  heavens,  at  tbe  close  of  time.  But,  tial  orbs,  has  a  tendency,  in  tbe  ooiirse  of  agM^ 

Bupposing  that  the  words  were  taken  in  their  to  draw  together  all  the  spacious  globes  in  tbn 

most  extensive  tease,  as  denoting  the  whole  /a-  universe,  and  to  condense  them  into  one  wddi 

hrie  rf  the  material  imteeras,  it  wouki  not  in  the  mass ;  and,  were  it  not  for  the  counteracting  lai 

least  invalidate  the  proposition  I  am  now  su|>-  sustaining  hand  of  God,  this  efleet,  at  toraedit* 

|MMrting.    The  main  design  of  the  passage  is  to  tant  period  in  duration,  woaM  inevitably  tali 

aiaert  the  eternity  and  immutability  of  God,  in  place,  and  creaticm  be  reduced  to  one  vaat  lai 

cfyposition  to  the  mutable  nature  of  created  be-  fi-ightful  ruin.    Many  of  the  start  are  ascertanwd 

lags.    All  material  things  are  liable  to  change  ;  to  be  subjected  to  periodical  changes,  varyia| 

but  change  does  not  imply  de$truciian  or  aamkUa^  their  lustre,  and  appearing  and  disappearing  at 

lion.     When  it  i?  said,  "  the  righteous  prris/i  and  certain  inteivals;  while  others,  which  fbniMitf 

no  man  layeth  it  to   heart;''  and    *' they   that  shone  with  superior  brilliancy,  have  gradually 

are  far  from  God  shall  /ntisA,"  it  is  not  to  be  un-  disappeared,  and  their  place  in  the  heavens  if 

deratood,  that  either  iho  one  or  the  other  shall  no  longer  to  be  found.     Other  stars,  unknown  to 

be  blotted  out  of  existence.     So,  when  it  b  said  the  ancients  and  ^  preceding  observers,  havt 

that  the  heavens  and  the  earth  Audi  periah^  a  made  their  appearance  in  modem  timet ;  audi 

change  or  revolution  is  implied,  but  not  an  en-  various  nebulous  spots,  in  the  distant  regions  of 

tiro  deotruciion.     It  xn  farther  said,  "  As  a  vcs-  s|»ace,  apf>ear  to  be  increasing  both  in  lustre  and 

ture  they  shall  he  folded  up,"  &:c.    This  appears  extent.    These,  and  many  other  similar  faeiii 

to  be  spoken  in  allusion  to  tbe  custom  which  ob-  indicate  changes  and  revohitiont  as  great,  aol 

tains  in  the  Eastern  nations,  among  the  grandees,  even  much  greater  than  those  whidi  are  predieled 

of  frequently  changing  their  garments  as  a  mark  to  befall  the  earth  when  its  atmosphere  ahaH  bt 

of  respect ;  and  seems  to  import,  the  cote  and  00-  dissolved,  its  "  elements  melt  with  fervent  hem,* 

lerity  with  which  tlie  Divine  Being  can  acconv-  and  a  new  world  rise  out  oTita  mntt.    It  it  piu> 

pUah  important  cbangea  in  the  univerte.    He  can  b^le,  that,  in  the  lapse  cf  infinite  dtnation,  al 

accomplish  the  revolutions  of  worlds  and  of  syt-  the  systems  which  now  exist,  tone  at  one  peiied 

tsms  with  an  ease  similar  to  Uiat  of  a  prince  and  some  at  another,  will  undergo  changes  nai 

dianging  hit  apparel,  or  laying  aside  his  vest-  trwnsfomiations  whidi  will  astonish  the  intdV- 

ments.     But  his  changing  any  particular  system  gent  creation,  and  open  new  and  snblimer  notaM 

lirom  its  original  state,  implies  enly  his  opening  a  of  divine  ef)eration  U>  an  admiring  uskettm* 

new  scene,  and  varying  the  course  of  hisdispen-  But  such  change  will  be  altogether  diflarsM 

tatioot  in  relation  to  a  certain  order  of  hit  crea-  from  annihilation  or  otter  dettnictioo— altogelhtr 

turet.   Nor  does  the  passage  under  consideration  different  firon  the  ideas  embodied  in  the  tangangi 

lead  ut  to  condude,  that  the  changea  aUuded  to  of  poets,  when  they  tell  oa  that  <*  not  one  wMm 

■hall  all  take  place  throughout  the  whole  universe  riiall  be  left  in  the  mighty  void,"  and  that  *^^ar* 

atlJbt  fame jMTitd  but  they  may  be  considered  at  and  firmament  will  be  tought  in  vain." 

hnnianiig  tl  diAftoft  pwitdi  tkroa^bwH  Um  ftara  wfakk  f^mmi^  the  one  fai  I67t» 
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tite  In  1804,  wfaicb  ■hone  with  a  brightnen  1,000,000  000.000,000*  of  milas  distant  from 
flipMior  lo  YeiMU,  and  afterwanli  dimpjiearedi  the  earth,  as  they  now  do  from  the  sphere  ia 
«•  havo  no  raaaoo  to  believe,  are  bioUed  out  of  which  we  are  placed.f — Extenaion,  magnitudoi 
creation.  They  may  either  haw  been  changed,  relative  pofition,  attraction,  giavitation,  central 
from  flWDing  mas,  to  opaque  globes  like  the  pla-  rurc«*s,  reciilinrai  and  circular  motions,  and  other 
nets,  and  may  still  be  existing  in  the  same  region  properties  an  i  relations  of  matter,  will  still  sub- 
of  space;  or  they  may  have  been  carried  forward  oiiil  in  the  univeriie,  after  we  are  transported 
with  a  rapid  motion,  to  a  region  of  the  universe  to  anotiier  state  and  to  a  difiifent  rcgidn  ;— and, 
allogdhor  bayood  the  utmost  limi'.s  of  our  vision,  c<insiM]iiently  the  »tiimet»  fminded  on  thu  various 
or  soma  odier  traasfurination,  beyond  the  reach  combinatiutu  of  thene  properties  and  of  the  laws 
of  huuKin  conception,  may  have  been  effected,  which  govern  them,  will  be  cultivated  by  intel- 
For  the  annihiUiiiun  of  matter  appears  to  form  ligent  beings,  and  carried  forward  to  tliat  mea- 
no  pan  of  the  plan  of  the  Creator's  arrange-  sure  of  periection  which  they  cannot  attain  in 
meots;  at  least,  we  have  no  proof  of  it,  in  any  the  present  state  ;  luiless  we  suppose,  what  ia 
Qoe  inaianen,  and  the  very  idea  of  it  seems  to  evidently  absurd  and  contrary  to  .Scripture,  that 
ii^ily  an  inooosiiitency,  which  is  repugnant  to  our  knowledge  wU  be  more  kmiied  in  the  future, 
wiiai  w«  already  know  of  the  divine  character  than  in  the  prenent  world. 
and  operatiooa.  For  example,  the  laws  which  direct  the  motiona 
Such  dhaagaa,  then,  so  hr  from  diminishing  of  falling  bodies,  the  appearances  produced  by 
tba  visible  glory  of  the  universe,  will  present  to  bodies  in  the  heavens  moving  with  different  da- 
dM  view  of  the  imdligent  creation  a  greater  w>.  grees  of  velocity,  the  apparent  motions  of  the 
ndf  efmihthm  acenery  than  if  all  things  "  con-  sun  and  of  the  starry  heawns,  and  the  general 
tianad  aa  thay  were  from  the  beginning  of  the  principles  of  geography  and  astronomy,  on  the 
ersatioB,"  and  will  exhibit  the  attributes  of  the  planet  Jupiter,  or  any  other  similar  globe,  with 
Almighty  io  all  their  varied  aspects  and  diver-  the  exception  of  a  few  local  modifications,  am 
sAbd  amdet  cf  opeimtion.  While  they  demoa-  materially  the  same  as  on  the  surface  of  the 
simto  Iba  amable  nature  of  created  beings,  and  aarth ;— which  is  evident  from  the  consideratioa 
the  iaaanCabilitf  of  the  Creator,  they  will  m^  of  hia  spheroklal  figure,  hia  diumal  and  anaoil 
fivea  the  accaes  of  the  imiverse,  and  excite  the  motions,  tunA  from  the  consideration  that  gravity- 
admiration  and  praises  of  countless  multitudes  of  tion  is  regulated  by  the  same  general  laws  on  that 
flOnptured  iaielligences.  l>ody,  and  on  similar  globes,  as  on  the  surface  of 
From  the  considerations  now  stated,  it  will  the  earth  or  the  moon. — The  laws  of  visum,  and 
filow,  that  the  various  relations  which  now  sub-  the  nature  and  properties  of  A'^Al  and  ou/o«rt,  are 
wtamoog  the  great  bodies  which  compose  the  essentially  the  same  throughout  all  that  portion 
vairerse,  will  not  be  materially  altered  by  any  of  the  universe  which  lies  within  the  sphere  of 
dhiB|ea  or  revolutions  which  may  take  place  our  observation ;  and  we  have  no  reason  to  be- 
ia  ear  terrestrial  sphere :  nor  wiU  the  general  lievo,  that  the  general  laws  of  the  universe  will 
■pect  of  creation  be  sensiUy  altered  by  any  be  unhinged  for  the  sake  of  man,  or  on  account 
chmges  that  amy  occasionally  liap(>on  among  the  of  any  changes  that  happen'  in  his  present  abode, 
!  edwial  luminaries.  Whatever  may  be  the  na-  or  in  reference  lo  his  future  destination.  For,  to 
tore  of  such  changes,  or  however  important  they  use  tlie  words  of  a  late  eminent  Scottish  philoao- 
■ty  be  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  systems  in  pher,  "  The  lij^ht  by  which  the  fixed  stars  are 
<*kich  they  happen,  they  bear  no  sensible  proper-  seen,  is  tlie  same  with  that  by  which  we  bdiokl 
j  tioB  lo  the  whole  falMic  of  the  universe*  Though  the  sun  and  his  attending  planets.  It  movea 
'  Kais  have,  at  different  periods,  disappeared  from  >^ith  the  same  velocity,  as  we  observe  by  comp»- 
ihe  visible  concave  of  the  firmament,  and  have,  ring  the  aberrations  of  the  fixed  stars  with  the 
doiMess,  undergone  amaxing  revolutions,  yet  eclipses  of  Jupiter's  satellites.  It  is  refracted 
the  general  appearance  of  the  heavens  in  all  and  reflected  by  the  same  laws.  It  consists  of 
*|ei  has  been  nearly  the  same,  and  will  probably 
eoHinue  so  for  an  indefinite  lapse  of  ages  yet  to  *  l^^^t  Is,  a  tfumeand  MttUme .-  a  billion  being  equal 

n„.          A  lik^.^k  ^.-  ^^k  «.».  !••.»  «TL«.  "i to  ten  hundred  thousand  millions. 

vmm.     Although  our  earth  were  just  now  trans-  t  This  will  appe.ir  quite  evident  to  any  one  who 

ported  to  a  point  of  space  a  hundred  thousand  considers  the  lramnn«!  distance  of  the  stars  from 


of  miles  beyond  the  sphere  we  presently  »«»« .««rth  uid  from  one  another.    We  know,  by  ex- 

^ .                 ,'          .      J  .u        I  .•  pcrlence,  that  a  chance  of  nl.icc  equal  to  190  millions 

•onpy,  Uio  general  aspect  and  the  relative  po-  of  miles,  or  the  dIarariPTof  the  earth's  annual  orWt, 

litioaa  of  the  starry  orl>s,  and  the  figures  of  the  produces  no  sensiblediflTerenc^  in  the  appearance  of 

AiM„rmnt  M«n^«ill«iinn>    wmiM  ftrMM^ar    nn   iKa  the  Starry  hcavens,  and  It  is  ccrtaiu  that  ifthlsdls- 

Wreat  constellations,  would  appear,  on  the  ^^^  ,„,^  imiltlpllo.1  by  ten  hundred  thousand,  the 

«Mle,  the  aame  as  they  now  do  when  we  lift  our  case  would  ho  nearly  the  same     The  nearest  star 

evsa  to  the  nocturnal  sky.     The  constellations  ^'  '"^t  least,  so  hlllioriii  of  miles  distant,  and  remoter 

^/v^__       1  ^1-  --■— t-  w-«..  r. I            ,j  stars  several  thousands  of  biUioiia  ;  and  therefore, 

01  Wwn  and  CAoriers  yyami  tor  example,  would  the  rclailvi;  positions  of  bo«1les  no  wMely  dispersed 

preacat  the  same  shape,  the  same  number  of  from  each  other,  would  not  be  sensibly  altered  by  a 


I,  and  the  aame  relations  to  neighbouring     ftoS;^o^f,SjiS*^^  ***"*'  in  extent  to  a  thousand  bU- 
riiUillaiiinMi.    whea   viewed   from  a    regioa 
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the  same  coloura.  No  opinion  therefore,  can  be 
Ibrtned  of  the  solar  light  which  mtut  not  also  be 
adopted  with  respect  to  the  light  of  the  fixed 
■tars.  The  medium  of  vision  must  be  acted  on 
in  the  same  n^anner  by  both,  whether  we  sup- 
poee  tt  the  undulations  of  an  ether,  or  the  emis- 
sion of  matter  from  the  luminous  body." — From 
these  facts  we  may  conclude,  that  the  general  and 
fundamental  principles  of  the  science  of  Optica 
are  recognised  and  acted  upon  in  the  remotest  re- 
gions which  the  telescope  has  explored,  and  from 
a  portion  of  thai  knowledge  which  is  possessed 
by  the  intelligences  which  occupy  those  distant 
prorinces  of  the  Creator's  empire— always,  how- 
ever, making  proper  allowances  for  those  local 
varieties  and  modifications,  which  must  produce 
an  infinite  diversity  of  scenery  throughout  the 
universe,  although  the  same  general  laws  operate 
throughout  the  whole. 

What  has  been  now  stated  in  reference  to  light, 
gravitation,  and  other  affections  of  matter,  might 
be  extended  to  various  other  properties,  and  to 
the  sciences  which  have  been  founded  upon  them ; 
■uch  as,  the  pressure  and  motions  of  fluids,  the 
properties  of  gaseous  bodies,  the  phenomena  of 
electricjty  and  magnetism,  and  all  those  affinities, 
decompositions  and  changes,  which  are  the  ob- 
jects of  ekjfwneoL  research.  For,  in  a  maierui 
frbric,  in  whatever  portion  of  space  it  may  be 
placed,  there  must,  from  the  very  nature  of  things, 
be  a  diversity  of  objects  for  the  investisation  of 
the  naturalist,  the  chymist,  and  the  philosopher, 
in  which  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  the  Deity 
will  always  be  displayed.  Every  system  of  mat- 
ter, wherever  existing  in  infinite  tfpace,  has  a 
determinate  size  and  figure  ;  it  is  composed  of  an 
infinite  number  of  atoms,  variously  modified  and 
mrranged ;  it  has  certain  diversities  of  surface 
and  internal  arrangement;  tt  is  susceptible  of 
certain  motions  ;  it  stands  in  certain  relations  to 
surrounding  bodies,  and  it  is  destined  to  accosn- 
piifh  some  wise  designs  corresponding  to  the 
eternal  plan  of  the  infinite  Creator.  There  is 
■o  portion  of  organized  matter  now  existing,  or 
which  may  hereafter  exist,  but  which  must  be 
eoosidered  in  these  and  similar  points  of  view. 
Now  the  object  q(  every  rational  intelligence, 
whether  designated  by  the  appellations  of  philo- 
sopher, astronomer  or  chymist,  when  contemplat- 
ing any  material  system,  is,  or  ought  to  be,  to 
trace  the  various  properties  and  arrangements 
which  exist  in  that  system,  in  order  to  perceive 
the  intelligence,  wisdom  and  benevolence  that 
appear  in  its  construction,  and  thus  to  acquire  a 
Boore  correct  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  plans 
and  |)erfections  of  his  Creator.  But  such  con- 
templations necessarily  suppose,  the  cultivation 
of  those  sciences  which  will  enable  him  to  make 
such  investigations  with  spirit  and  eScct,  with- 
out which  he  woukl  be  unable  to  trace  either  the 
<|iiaUties  and  relations  of  material  objects,  or  to 
peroeife  ths  idmiraUe  designs  of  the  all-wise 


Creator  in  the  works  which  his  akBighty  pwm 
has  produced. 


SCIENCES   WHICH  WILL  BE  COLTITAnED  IB 
A   FUTtTRX  STATE, 

In  order  to  illustrate  this  subject  a  little  fiu^ 
ther,  I  shall  offer  a  few  brief  remarits  on  sosm 
of  those  sciences  which  will  be  reoognised  and 
prosecuted  in  a  future  worid. 

AKITHMXnO. 

Arithmetief  or  the  knowledge  of  nunbecs,  wad 
their  various  powers  and  combinations,  is  a  sci- 
ence which  must  be  understood  b  a  greater  or  lesi 
degree  by  all  intelligent  beings  wherever  exist- 
ing ;  without  some  knowledge  of  which,  no  e^ 
tensive  ptogiesa  coukl  be  niade  in  the  study  of 
the  works  d*  Grod,  and  in  forming  just  concep- 
tions of  the  immense  number  and  varte^  of  be- 
ings which  exist  within  the  limits  of  his  em|Mrs.      < 
By  the  application  of  the  science  of  nuniben 
the  bulk  of  the  oarth  has  been  ascertained ;  dM 
•  distances  and  magnitudes  of  many  of  the  hea- 
venly bodies  have  been  computed ;  the  props^ 
tion  which  one  part  of  the  univene  beais  to 
another  has  been  determined ;  the  ineonceivabk 
minuteness  of  the  particles  of  eflluvia,  of  aai- 
malculs,  and  of  the  atoms  of  light,  las  bsea 
brought  within  the  limits  of  our  conterof^tioB; 
and  we  have  been  enabled  to  form  some  tual 
conceptions  of  the  amazing  velocities  with  wfaidi 
the  celestial  orbs  are  carried  forward  in  their 
courses.     The  universe  presents  to  our  view  M 
assemblage  of  objects,  relations,  and  movemenlv 
calculated  to  draw  forth  into  exercise  afl  th* 
knowledge  of  numbers  we  can  possSily  aoquiie* 
We  are  presented  with  magnitudes  so  stupcad*' 
ous,  and  with  spaces  and  distances  so  vast,  HmX 
the  mind  is  obliged  to  summon  up  all  its  powsr* 
of  calculation,  and  aS  its  knowledge  of  propqp* 
tions,  progressions  aad  equations,  and  to  add  ca0 
known  magnitude  to  another,  in  a  long  meotBl 
process,  before  it  can  approximate  to  any  iiaag 
like  a  welklefined  idea  of  such  sublimo  and  sa* 
pansive  objects  ;  and,  after  all  its  mental  efforts) 
computations  and  comparisons,  it  is  frequend|f 
under  the  necessity  of  resting  satisfied  with  ideal 
which  are  vague,  inaccurate,  and  obscure.   With 
regard  to  the  mult^cUjf  and  vmiHy  of  the  d^ 
jects  which  creation  contains,  our  present  knoi^ 
ledge  of  the  powers  of  humbers  is  altogedMf 
inadequate  to  convey  to  the  mind  any  thing  ap* 
preaching  to  a  distinct  and  comprehensive  cos- 
ception.    The  num6er  of  systems  in  the  heavMl 
which  lie  within  the  range  of  our  teleseopes,  9 
reckoned  to  bo  at  least  a  hundred  millions  (lOOr 
000,000.)     In  the  regions  of  infinite  space,  hs> 
yond  the  boundaries  of  all  these,  it  is  not  ii^ 
probable,  that  ten  thousand  timm  tim 


ARITHMETIC.  $9 

of  other  lystems  are  running  their  am-  out  aome  (aint  conceptioa  at  leaat,  of  sodi  dv 

di.     With  each  of  thrse  syatems,  it  is  jects,   ihe   perfections  of  the  Creator  and  the 

,  that  at  least  a  hundred  worlds  are  con-  glories  of  his  kingdom  cannot  be  appreciated. 
Erery  one  of  these  worlds  and  system's         It  is  evident,  therefore,  that  superior  inlelii- 

reason  to  believe,  differs  fwm  another,  gences,  such  as  angels,  and  redeemed  men  in  a 

:e,  splendour  and  mlernal  arrangements,  future  statn,  must  have  thuir  attention  dircctiul 

peculiar  beauties  and  sublimities  with  to  the  science  of  nun^rs,  unless  we  suppose, 

.  is  adurned,  aiKl  in  llio  or<;anization  and  what  is  contrary  to  Scripture,  that  their  kix>w- 

es  of  the  beui^'s  with  whicli  it  is  fur^  ledge  and  capacities  of  intellect  will  be  merit 

The  immen»e  raul.iiude  of  rational  be-  limited  tlian  ours  are  in  the  present  stale.    They 

1  other  existences  with  whidi  creation  is  may  not  stand  in  need  uf  the  aids  of  any  thing 

ted,  is  an  idi?a  which  coinplotely  over-  similar  to  slates,  pencils  or  numerical  characters 

the  human  faculties,  and  is  beyond  the  to  direct  them  in  their  computations,  or  to  give 

4*  our  arithmetical  notation  to  express,  permanency  to  the  results  of  their  arithmetical 

e  multiplicity  of  objects  in  one  world  or  processes.     The  various  steps  of  their  calcula- 

is  beyond  our  distinct  conception.  How  tions  may  be  carried  forward  with  inconceivable 

Ue  and  imperfect  conceptions  have  we  rapidity,  by  a  mental  process  which  will  lead 

of  the  immensity  of  radiations  of  light  to  unerring  certainty ;  but  the  sanre  general  prin- 

itly  emitted  from  the  siiu  and  falling  u|>on  cii>les  on   which  we  proceed  in  our  notations 

e,  and  of  the  innumerable  crossings  and  and  calculations,  must,  from  the  nature  of  things, 

Dgsoflheae  rays  from  every  object  around,  be  recognised  in  all  their  numerical  proceBsea 

to  produce  vision  to  every  beholder !  of  and  sublime  investigations, 
klculable  myriads  of  invisible  aninialculae         The  Scriptures  occasionally  give  us  some  in- 

wim  in  the  waters  and  fly  in  the  air,  and  timations  of  objects  and  scenes  calculated  to 

every  department  of  nature  ;  of  the  par-  exercise  the  numerical  powers  of  the  heavenly 

r  vapour  which  float  ui  the  atmosphere,  inhabitants.      When  Daniel  beheld  the  visi«i 

he  drops  of  water  contained  in  the  ca-  of  the  *'  Ancient  of  Days"  silting  on  his  throne, 

r  the  ocean !  of  the  many  millions  of  in-  a  numerous  retinue  of  glorious  beings  appeared 

Is  belonging  to  every  species  of  vegetables,  in  Jiis  train  to  augment   the  grandeur  of  the 

h '50,000  different  species  have  already  scene.     "Thousand  thousands  ministered  vuito 

.scovered,  and  of  ihe  nunilMjr  6C  trees,  him,  and  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand  stood 

flowers  and  plants  of  every  description  before  him.*'    We  are  told  in  the  siity-eighth 

lave  flourished  since  the  creation !  of  the  Psalm,  that  "the  chariots  of  God  are  twenty 

<s  myriads  of  the  lower  animals,  and  of  thousand,  even  many  thousands  of  angels?''  and 

uin  species,  which  have  been  brought  into  in  the  Epistle  to  the  Hebrews,  we  read  of  "  an 

:e  since  the  commencrmuni  of  litne,  and  innumersible  company  of  angels.''    The  apostle 

i  which  are  yet  to  appear  iu  regular  sue-  John,  when  narrating  his  visions  of  the  celestial 

lill  time  shall  bo  no  more !  of  the  im-  world,  tells  us,  that  he  "  beheld  and  heard  the 

variety  of  niuvemcnts,  adjiistineiits  and  voice  of  many  angels  round  about  the  throne, 

[•MIS  connected  with  the  structure  of  an  and  the  numl>er  of  them  was  ten  times  ten  thoo- 

body,  of  which  fourteen  (houj«and  may  bo  sand,  and  thousamis  of  thousands."     And  again, 

d  as  belonging  to  ih<-  system  of  bones  and  '*  After  this  I  brheld,  and  lo,  a  great  multitude 

comprised  in  the  human  frami*,  besides  which  no  man  could  number,  of  all  nations  and 

:t  variety  of  as  numerous  adaptations  in  kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues — and  all  the 

the  60.000  different  species  of  hninnls  angels  stood  round  about  the  throne,  and  fell  on 
re  already  known  to  exist !  of  the  :ount->  their  faces  and  worshipped  God. '^  These  ex- 
Miles  contained  in  the  eyes  of  the  rume-  pressions  are  the  strongest  which  the  inspired 
MS  of  beetles,  flics,  butterflies  aud  uher  writers  make  use  of  in  order  to  express  a  count- 
of  which  27,000  have  been  counted  n  a  less  multitude  of  objects;  and  they  lead  us  to 
ye !  And,  if  tlie  multiplicity  of  objects  conclude,  that,  in  the  heavenly  world,  vast  at- 
vorld  overwhelms  our  powers  of  concco-  semblages  of  intelligent  beings  will  be  occasioo- 
I  computation,  bow  mucli  more  the  nun^  ally  presented  to  the  view ;  and  consequently,  a 

variety  of  beings  and  operations  con*  countless  variety  of  scenes,  objects  and  circum- 

vith  the  economy  of  millions  of  worlds!  stances  connected  with  iheir  persons,  stations 

te  intelligence,  without  a  profound  know-  and  employments.    And,  therefore,  if  celestial 

numbers  in  all  their  various  combina-  beings   were  not   fkmiliarized  witli  numerical 

an  form  even  a  rude  conception  of  the  calculations  and  proportions,  such  scenes,  instead 

led  scenes  of  the  universe ;  and  yet,  with-  of  being  contemplated  with  intelligence  and  ra- 
tional admiration,  would  confound  the  intellect, 

the  solar  system  to  which  we  belong  there  and  produce  an  effect  similar  to  that  which  is  felt 

lected  more  than  a  hundred  globes  of  dlffs-  u  «         u      Lui.ijr.i.c.^« 

».  if  we  take  into  :iCcoimt  ihTplanels  both  ^y  *  "'*«"  '^**®"  **®  behoWs,  for  the  first  tune, 

•  and  secondary,  and  likewise  the  cofnett.  some  of  the  splendid  scenes  of  civilized  life. 
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It  ii  owing,  in  a  great  measure,  to  ignorance  their  morements ;  and  bava  bew  led  la 

of  the  powers  of  nuonbera,  and  the  mode  of  ap-  more  correct  ideas  of  the  inunooae 

plying  ihcro,  that  we  find  it  impoasible  to  oonver  the  vast  extent  of  the  starry  heavena.    It 

any  distinct  ideas  of  the  velocities,  distances,  owing  to  his  profound  knowledge  of  the  Imlhiof 

and  magnitudes  of  the  heavenly  bodies  to  the  this  science  that  the  illustrious  Sir  Isaac  Newtas 

illiterate  ranks  of  mankind.     We  are  toki  by  determined  the  properties  and  the  conipositioD  s( 

travellers,  that  there  are  some  untutored  tribes  light,  the  causes  q£  the  alternate  mo«v«nHiits  of 

whcwu  knowledge  of  numbers  is  so  limited,  that  the  ocean,  and  the  mechanism  of  the  plaaaltiy 

they  cannot  count  beyond  a  hundred,  and  that  system  ;  and  expanded  our  vieuva  of  the  grudeor 

there   are  others   whose  notation  is  limited  to  ojf  the  universe  and  the  pericctions  of  its  Al- 

twenty,  or  the  number  of  fingers  and  toes  on  their  mighty  Contriver. 

hands  and  feet.    While  such  ignorance  of  num-         Some  of  the  truths  of  this  science  may  appear, 
hers  exists,  it  is  quite  evident,  that  such  persons  to  a  superficial  thinker,  as  extremdy  trivial,  hkI 
are  entirely  unqualified  for  surveying,  with  an  almost  unworthy  of  regard.     The  propertiasnf 
eye  of  intelligence,  the  grand  and  dtiwr^^sd  ope-  a  triangU^  such  as,  *'  that  the  square  of  the  Ig- 
nitions of  the  Creator,  and  for  appreciating  tbuir  potenu»e  of  a  right-anglad  triangle,  is  cqaallo 
number  and  magnificence.     Even  the  most  cul-  the  squares  of  the  other  two  sides"**^'  thai  Ik 
tivated  minds,  from  an  imperfect  knowledge  of  three  angles  of  a  triangle  are  equal  co  two  ri^ 
this  subject,  find  it  difficult  to  form  distinct  con-  angles" — and,  "  that  the  sides  of  a  plane  trisa* 
oeptions  of  the  plans  of  the  Creator  and  of  the  gle  are  to  one  anotlier  as  the  aiiMs  of  the  aa^ 
various  relations  which  subsist  in  the  universe,  opposite  to  them*'— may  appear  to  aooM  wauk 
After  familiarizing  our  minds  to  the  classification  as  more  curious  than  useful,  and  acarcely  desarv* 
and  arrangement  of  numbers,  we  can  form  a  to-  ing  the  least  attention.    Yet  these  tnitbi,  wbfa 
lerable  notion  of  a  tiunaand,  or  even  of  a  hun'  applied  to  the  relations  of  the  uaiverss,  mJ 
dred  Ikoutcmd;  but  it  is  questionable,  whether  traced  to  all  their  legitimate 
we  have  any  distinct  and  well-defined  idea  of  a  led  to  the  most  important  and 
million,  or  ten  hundred  thousand.    And  if  our  On  the  ground  of  such  truths  we  have 
conceptions  of  such  a  number  be  impeifect,  how  that  the  moon  is  £40,000  mUea  <'istant  fron  the 
exceedingly  vague  must  be  our  ideas  of  a  thoU'  earth,  that  the  sun  is  thirteen  hundred  diuiMW^ 
sofid  ini£Etons,  of  bHHonM,  trilUoni,  and  quartil'  times  larger  than  our  globe,  that  the  planet  Hi^ 
Uotu,  when  used  to  express  the  number  or  dis-  achel  is  removed  to  the  distance  of  eighteen  hn- 
tances  of  the  heavenly  bodies  ? — It  is  evident,  dred  millions  of  miles,  and  that  the  nearest  itv 
then,  that  beings  of  a  superior  order,  or  in  a  is  at  least  two  hundred  thousand  times  iuAer     k 
higher  state  of  existence,  must  have  a  more  pro-  from  us  than  the  sun.    When  the  length  of  ■?     V 
found  and  comprehensive  knowledge  of  numbers  one  side  of  a  triangle  is  known,  however  bmt 
than  man :  in  consequence  of  vrfiich  they  are  that  triangle  may  be,  and  the  quantity  of  ill  tf^      ^ 
enabled  to  survey  the  universe  with  more  intelli-  gles  determined,  the  length  of  the  other  aidesoi 
gence,  and  to  form  more  distinct  and  ample  con-  easily  be  found  :  we  know  the  extent  of  <bt 
ceptions  of  the  designs  and  operktions  of  infinite  earth's  diameter ;  we  can  ascertain  under  what 
wisdom  and  omnipotence.  angle  that  diameter  appears  at  the  moon,  lad 

from  these  data  we  csn,  by  an  easy  caiculatiaai 

MATHEMATICS.  determine  the  length  of  any  of  the  other  two 

sides  of  this  triangle,  which  gives  the  distance  flf 

JUathmnatict,  including  geometry,  trigonome-  the  moon. 
try,  conic  sections,  and  other  branches,  is  another        Wd  have  every  reason  to  cooduda,  that  n* 

department  of  science  which  will  be  recognised  gels  and  other  superior  intelligencea  ptoceed  si 

l^  superior  beings  in  a  future  state.    It  is  the  the  <ame  general  principles  in  estioMtiBg  thi 

science  of  Quantity,  and  treats  of  magnitude,  or  disJinces  and  magnitudes  of  the  great  bodies  of 

local  extension,  as  lines,  surfaces,  solids,  &c.  tlu  universe.    They  may  not,  indeed,  require  to 

The  demonstrated  truths  of  this  science  are  r«sort  to  the  same  tedioua  calculatioiM,  nor  to 

eternal  and  unchangeable,  and  are  applicable  to  tae  same  instruments  and  geometrical 

the  circumstances  of  all  worlds,  wherever  they  which  we  are  obliged  to  use.    Without 

may  exist,  and  in  every  period  of  duration,  so  aids,  they  may  arrive  at  the  proper  reatdta  wifli 

long  as  the  material  fabric  of  the  universe  re-  tmerring  precision,  and  their  compvtatioiia  aogf 

mains.    Guided  by  the  truths  which  this  science  be  performed  almost  in  the  twiaUiiif  of  an  aja ; 

unfolds  and  demonstrates  we  have  been  enabled  and  while  we  are  obliged  to  confine  oar  tialTTBii 

to  determine  the  figure  and  dimenaions  of  the  ti<His  to  lines  and  triangles  of  only  a  fcw  liniK 

earth,  to  direct  our  course  from  one  continent  to  sands  or  millions  of  miles  in  extent,  tk^  aa^  be 

another  across  the  pathless  deep,  to  aaoertain  the  enabled  to  form  triangles  of  inoonc^rable  flatM^ 

■dNaaoe  and  magnitude  of  the  aim  and  planets,  on  bate  Hnee  of  several  thousands  of  trillions  of 

and  the  laws  which  the  Almighty  has  ordained  miles  in  length.    We  are  informed,  in  thn  batk 

for  preeemng  their  order  and  dinctiii^  then  in  of  Daniel,  that  "  the  angel  Gabriet,  beii^  oMfti 
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toflj  swiftly  from  tho  celestial  regionfl,  ty  and  order  ofhis  works,  cannot  be  fiiHy  under- 

ihe  prophnt  about  the  time  of  tho  ev«*n>  stood  without  such  investigations,— it  ii  evident, 

5ce."     Thi«  fact  implies,  not  only  that  thai  he  must  have  iniendud,  that  men  should  be 

»«>ingn  arc  endiit-d  iviih  powers  cif  rapid  oi'.casiunaily  excrci:«ed  in  liuch  studies ;  in  order 

hut  that  they  are  intiinaieiy  nrqnainiml  1o  p?rc(!ive  the  dfpiiis  oThis  wi8«lnm,  aitd  the  ad- 

direciion^,  dijj'anceff,  and  positions  of  mirahle  simpliriiy  and  hannony  ofhis  divorsified 

^s  which  comi>o4c  the  material  univer-ie.  opera:  it  his.     And  as  the  applicaiion.s  of  thiswri- 

iveniy  messenijor,  havin;;  bern  previous-  enco  arc  extremely  limited  in  the  present  world, 

ned  far  beyond  th^  limirs  of  our  plaiieta-  it«  more  exien^^ive  application^,    like   those  of 

n,  had  to  shap*^  his  course  in  that  direr-  many  oiher  branches  of  knowledge,  must  be  con- 

iisrriminate  the  orbit  uT  the  earth  from  sidc-rtnl   as  reserved  for  the  life  lo  come. — To 

s  of  the  Oilier  planet**,  and  the  particular  siip|iose,  therefore,  that  nuch  iitudies  will  bo  aban- 

ts  orbit  in  which  it  was  then  moving ;  doned,  and  such  knowledjjo  obliterated  in  a  fu- 

tng  arrived  at  the  confines  of  our  atmus-  ture  stare,  would  be  to  suppose,  that  the  works 

e  recjuired  to  discriminate  the  particular  of  God  will  n«>t  be  contemplated   in  that  state, 

I  which  Daniel  re^iided,  and  to  direct  his  and  that  redeemed  men  in   the  heavenly  world 

the  h'sise  in  which  he  was  offering  up  will  lose  a  part  of  their  rational  faculties,  and  re- 

ttinn^    Now,  since  angels  are  neither  main  inferior  in  their  acquirements  to  the  iuhabi- 

mt  nor  omnipresent,  as  they  are  limited  tants  of  the  earth,  even  in  their  present  imper- 

mnetsed  of  rational  faculties,  and  as  it  feet  and  degraded  condition. 
>le  are  invested  with  hollies,  or  fine  ma- 

hiclea,* — they  must  be  guided  in  such  astroromt. 
M  by  their  reasoning  powers,  and  the 

if  rapid  motion  with  which  they  are  en-  AfUvnomy  is  another  science  which  will  oc- 

3iieh  excursions  imply  the  reco^ it  ion  of  cupy  the  attention  of  pure  intelligences  in  tho 

nathemitical  principles,  and  I  have  al-  future  world.     Tho  object  of  this  science  is,  to 

id  occa.<-Mon  to  notice,  that   those  princi-  determine  the  distances  and  magnitudes  of  the 

applicable  throughtmt  every  part  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  the  form  of  the  orbits  they  dc- 

,  and  roust  be  recogniseii,  more  or  less,  KcritM),   the   laws   by  which  their  motions   are 

:el!ioeut  l>eings.  directed,  and  tho  nature  and  destination  of  tho 

>eaior  hin^elf  has  laid  the  foundation  various  luminous  and  opaque  globes  of  which 

laihRmatical  sciences.     His  works  con-  the  universe  appears  to  be  composed.     It  is  the 

obesandS{iheroidHof  alt  different  dimen-  most  noble  and  sublime  of  all  liio  sciences,  and 

td  of  immense  Concentric  rings  revolvini*  presents  to  our  view  the  most  astonishing  and 

ipid  motion.     These  globes  are  carried  magnificent  objects, — whether  we  consider  their 

tTerent  <?ontres,  some  «if  them  in  circles,  immense  magnitude,  the  splendour  of  their  a{^ 

cllilise*!,  and   others   in  long  eccentric  pearance,  the  vast  spaces  which  surrouml  them, 

Bein::  im[ie!led  in  their  courses  by  dif-  the  magnificent  apparatus  with  which  some  of 
gri'cs  rif  vel«»city,  their  real  motions  can-  them  are  encompassed,  tho  rapidity  of  their  mo- 
raced,  nor  the  h*>aiiiifid  oimplicity  and  lidtH,  or  the  display  they  afford  of  tho  omnipotent 

of  the  ilitf.'rent  syhiem!*  made;  npfiareiit,  eneriiy  and  inlollifjrnce  of  the  Creator.     In  con- 

the  applieation  of  maili'^niitical  itive>j:i-  irqin-nee  of  llus  cultivation^  of  this  science,   oui 

To  an  (»bs"rver  unni'ored  in  this  sr.i-  views  of  the  extent  of  creation,  and  of  the  sub- 
any  of  the  celestial  motions  \voul»l  np-  litni;  scisnery  it  unfolds,  are  expanded  far  beyond 
iiifpiay  inexrricahle  confuhion,  and  lead  what  former  ages  could  have  conceived.  From 
include,  that  the  Franier  of  the  universe  the  discoveries  of  astronomy  it  appears,  that  our 
:ient  in  wisdom  and  intelligent  desi<;n. —  earth  is  but  as  a  |H)int  in  the  immensity  of  the 
iciples  of  mathematics  are  also  exhibited  universe — that  there  are  worlds  a  thousand  times 
numerous  and  diversified  figures  info  larjier,  enlightened  by  tho  same  sun  which 
amunds,  crystals,  sails,  and  other  bodies,  "rules  our  day" — that  the  sun  himself  is  an 
ed  ;  in  the  hexagonal  cells  of  bees,  wasps  immense  luminous  world,  whose  circumference 
lets,  in  the  polyf^ont  and  pnralld  linn  would  inclose  more  than  twelve  hundred  thou- 
ater  into  the  construction  of  a  spider's  sand  globes  as  large  as  ours — that  the  earth  and 
I  in  many  other  objects  in  nature. — Now,  its  inhabitants  are  carried  forward  through  the 
)d  has  exhibited  tho  elements  of  this  sci-  regions  of  space,  at  the  rate  of  a  thousand  miles 
ore  us  in  his  works ;  since  he  has  endued  every  minute— that  motions  exist  in  the  great 
rational  faculties  to  appreciate  and  ap-  bodies  of  the  universe,  the  force  and  rapidity  of 
B  elements  to  useful  investigations;  and  which  astonish  and  overfKiwer  the  imagination — 
i  wisdom  and  intelligence,  and  the  beau-  and  that  beyond  the  sphere  of  the  sun  and  planets, 

creation  is  replenished  with  millions  of  luminous 

inthor  will  aflerwarrts  have  an  oonortunity  gj"*^''  scattered  over  immense  regions  to  which 

atlDg  this  position,  in  Part  in.  or  this  work,  tho  human  mind  can  assign  no  boundaries. 

23 


n 


THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF  A  FtTTURE  STATBT, 


These  objects  present  an  immense  field  fur  the 
contemplation  of  every  class  of  moral  ioteili* 
genccs,  and  a  bright  mirror  in  which  they  will 
behold  the  reflection  of  the  divine  attributes. 
Of  thiiA  vast  universe,  how  small  a  portion  has 
yet  been  unveiled  to  our  view !  With  respect 
fo  the  bodies  which  contpose  our  planetary  syji- 
tem,  we  know  only  a  few  general  facts  and  rela- 
tions. In  rt^gard  to  the  fixed  stars,  we  have 
acquired  little  more  than  a  few  rude  conceptions 
of  their  immense  distance  and  magnitudes.  In 
relation  to  the  eomet».  we  only  know  that  they 
move  in  long  eccentric  orbits,  that  they  are  im- 
pelled in  their  courses  with  immense  velocity, 
and  appear  and  disappear  in  uncertain  periods 
of  time.  Of  the  numerous  systems  into  which 
the  stars  are  arranged,  of  the  motions  peculiar 
to  each  system,  of  the  relations  which  these  mo- 
tions have  to  the  whole  universe  as  one  vast 
machine,  of  the  nature  and  arrangement  of  the 
Bumerous  nebulae  which  are  scattered  through- 
out the  distant  regions  of  space ;  of  the  wonds 
which  are  connected  with  the  starry  orbs ;  of 
the  various  orders  of  beings  which  people  them ; 
of  the  changes  and  revolutions  which  are  taking 
place  in  differoit  parts  of  the  universe,  of  the 
new  creations  which  are  starting  into  existence, 
of  the  numbdr  of  opaqite  globes  which  may  exist 
IB  every  region  of  space,  of  the  distance  to  which 
the  material  world  extends,  and  of  the  various 
dispensations  of  the  Almighty  towards  the  di- 
Tersified  orders  of  intelligences  which  people  his 
▼BSt  empire— 'we  remain  in  almost  profound  ig- 
norance, and  must  continue  in  this  ignorance,  so 
long  as  we  are  chained  down  to  this  obscure 
comer  of  creation! — There  will,  therefore,  be 
mmpU  scope  in  the  future  world  for  further  re- 
searches into  this  subject,  arnl  for  enlarging  our 
knowledge  of  those  glorious  scenes  which ''aie  at 
present  so  far  removed  beyond  the  limits  of 
natural  vision,  and  the  sphere  of  human  investi- 
gation. 

The  heaventi  corutituU  the  principal  part  of  the 
divine  empire— compared  with  which  our  earth  is 
but  as  an  atom,  and  "  all  nations  are  as  nothing, 
and  are  accounted  to  Jehovah  as  less  than  no- 
thing and  vanity."  Vast  as  this  world  may 
appear  to  the  frail  beings  that  inhabit  it,  it  pro- 
bably ranks  among  the  smallest  globes  in  the 
oniverse;  but  although  it  were  twenty  thousand 
times  more  spacious  than  it  is,  it  would  be  only 
as  a  grain  of  sand  when  compared  with  the 
immensity  of  creation,  and  all  the  events  that 
have  passed  over  its  inhabitants  as  only  a  few  of 
those  ephemeral  transactions  which  crowd  the 
annals  of  eternity.  It  is  throughout  the  bound- 
less regions  of  the  firmament  that  God  is  chiefly 
seen«  and  his  glory  contemplated  by  unnumbered 
intelligences.  It  is  there  that  the  moral  gran- 
dbar  of  his  dispensations,  and  the  magnificence 
«P  his  works  are  displayed  in  all  their  variety 
and  kntve  ta  oomttleM'Orden  of  hii  ratkoal  oi^ 


spring,  ovrr  which  ho  will  continue  eterntStj  (^ 
preside,     ilcnco  the  numerous  allusions  to  "  the 
heavens,"   by  Ihe  inspired  writers,  when  tte 
majesty  of  God  and  the  glory  of  his  dominioaf 
are  intended  to  be  illustrated.     "  All  the  godi  of 
the  natioHM  are  kiols ;  but  Jehovah  mode  the  hn* 
venf."     ''  The  Lord  hath  prepared  hit  lAronein 
the  heaven*,  and  his  kingdom  ruteth  over  aH" 
'*  By  his  Spirit  he  hath  garnished  tlie  heavens.' 
"yThe  heavens  declare  the  glory  of  Jehovah." 
"  When  I  consider  thy  heavens,  tho  work  of  thy 
fingers,  the  moon  and  the  stars,  which  thou  bail 
ordained— what  is  man,  that  thou  art  mindfbl 
of  him?  or  the  son  of 'man,  that  thou  vinteil 
him  ?"     "  The  heavens,  even  the  heaven  of 
heavens,  cannot  contain  thee.'*    **  By  the  word 
of  Jehovah  were  the  heavens  made,  and  90  tJbi 
koM  of  ihejn  by  the  spirit  of  his  mouth.'*    "  Thb 
heavens  shall  declare  his  righteouaness."    **  Ov 
God  is  in  the  heavens,  he  hath  done  wbatwh 
ever  he  hath  pleased."    <'  The  heaveiu  thmU  if 
otare  thxf  toonderSf  O  Lord  P*     "  I  lift  up  mint 
eyes  to  thee,  O  thou  that  dweUeetinlhehettoemk' 
"  Thus  sailh  God  the  Lord,  he  thai  crtaUiAi 
heaven*  and  stretched  them  out.**    <*Theb«t> 
▼ens  for  height  are  unsearchable."    *<Astlii 
heaven  is  high  above  the  earth,  so  great  ii  hii 
mercy  toward   them   that  fear  him."     He  h 
**  the  God  of  Aroven,— he  rideth  on  the  AsoMt 
of  hcavent  w-hich  he  founded  of  oU  ;  heaven  ii 
his  throne f  uiid  the  earth  his  footstool."— WlNi 
the  folly  of  idolaters  is  expoeed,  when  the  ooataf 
of  Messiah  is  announced,  and  when  motives  Vt 
presented  to  invigorate  the  fiuith  and  hope  of  iht 
saints,  Jehovah  is  represented  as  tlmt  ORMUpi' 
tent  Being  who  '^  meteth  out  the  heavens  withft 
span,  who  spreadeth  them  out  as  a  curtain,  Uf^ 
bringeth  forth  their  hosts  by  the  greatness  of  faii 
might.**     <*  Thus  ^aith  God  the  Lord,  he  tlnl 
created  the  heavens  and  stretched  them  ou1r-4 
will  give  thee  for  a  covenant  of  the  people,  fcr  a 
light  of  the  Gentiles."*     **  Thus  saith  the  Lore 
that  created  the  heavens— I  said  not  to  the  seed 
of  Jacob,   seek  ye  me  in  vain,"  &c.f    Tbestf 
and  humlreds  of  similar  passages,  evidently  im- 
ply, that  we  ought  to  contemplate  the  attributct 
of  God  chiefly  in  relation  to  the  display  which  if 
given  of  them  in  the  firmament  of  his  power- 
that  the  heavens  are  by  far  the  most  exteasiva 
portion  of  his  dominions— and  that  the  powar 
and  intelligence  displayed  in  the  femnation  and 
arrangement  of  the  hosts  of  heaven,  lay  a  mrt 
ibundation  for  the  hope  and  joy,  and  the  ftitnn 
prospects  of  the  people  of  God.       « 

In  order  to  form  just  conceptions  of  the  beaotf 
and  grandeur  of  the  heavens,  and  of  the  incdU* 
gence  of  Him  who  arranged  their  numeroui  boali 
some  of  the  fundamental  fiicts  and  principle*  of 
astronomy  require  to  be  understood  and 
nised.    The  order  of  the  bodies  which 
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^rPhDoMphy  any,  therefore,  be  consi-  the  eye,  the  ear,  or  the  tinainnatioa,  and  iUu»> 
a  branch  both  of  the  religion  of  nature,  traie  the  manifold  wisdom  oTGud  ;  and  of  course 
ha  religioo  of  revelation,  it  removes,  will  present  a  boundless  held  fur  the  most  sub- 
be  reil  whidi  is  spread  over  the  rays-  lime  invejiijiations  of  science.  This  world,  in 
iperatioiu  of  nature,  and  diftcloses  to  nmny  of  its  arrangements,  will  doubtless  present 
the  wonders  which  lie  concealed  from  a  vaiiety  of  ultjects  and  »c«nes  altogether  di^e- 
b  muithikJe,  **  who  re^^ard  not  the  works  rent  from  those  we  now  behold,  even  althou;|(h  (tie 
ord,  nor  caosider  the  operations  of  his  same  pliyitical  laws  which  govern  our  terrestrial 
It  eaables  us  to  perceive  the  footsteps  of  system  should  still  continue  in  operation.  Tho 
ighty  both  in  his  raa^stic  roovemonts  inflection,  refraction  and  reflection  of  light  wil 
s  orast  miaute  designs ;  fi>r  there  is  not  bo  directed  by  the  same  geiforal  laws,  and  wiU 
r  can  take  in  ihe  temple  of  nature,  under  produce  clfects  analogous  to  those  we  now  per- 
inc«  of  an  enlightened  pliiiosofihy,  in  -  ceive  in  tite  bccne  around  us ;  but  the  mediums 
e  do  not  behold  traces  of  inscrutable  tiirough  which  it  jmssos,  and  the  various  objects 
UKi  design,  and  of  a  benevolence  which  by  which  it  is  refracted  and  reflected,  and  many 
til  kind  regards  to  every  rank  of  sensi-  other  modifications  to  whidi  it  may  be  subjected, 

intelligent  existence.     It  shows  us  the  may  produce  a  variety  of  astonishing  eflecrts, 

nd  goodness  of  the  divine  administra-  surpassing  erery  thing  we  now  behold,  and  ex- 

i  demonstrates,  that  the  coasmunicatioo  hibil  scenes  of  beauty  and  magnificence  of  which 

less  is  the  final  cause  of  all  the  admt-  we  can,  at  present,  form  no  distinct  conception. 

Mgeaonts  which  pervade  the  material  The  science  of  optics,  in  unfolding  to  us  the  na* 

It  teaches  us,  that  tho  several  opera-  tureof  light,  and  the  various  properties  of  prisms, 

sature  are  carried  on  by  means  uncon-  mirrors,  and  lenses,  has  enabled  us  to  exhibit  a 

by  hnnan  power,  and  iar  transcending  variety  of  beaatiful  and  surprising  effects,  and 

11  to  plan  or  to  execute.     It  discovers  to  perceive  traces  of  infinite  intelligence  in  rela- 

s  by  which  the  sovereign  of  the  universe  tion  to  this  element,  beyond  what  former  ages 

lis  vast  doaainions,  and  maintains  them  could  have  believed.    And,  therefore,  we  have 

lying  beauty  and  splendour,  tiiroughout  reason  (o  conclude,  tliat,  in  the  hand  of  Omni- 

It  thus  enables  us  to  consecrate  the  potence,  when  arranging  other  worlds,  the  ele- 
into  one  grand  temple,  and,  from  the  ment  of  light  is  capable  of  being  modified  in  a 
ition  of  erery  object  it  present?,  to  ele-  thousand  forms  of  which  we  are  now  ignorant, 
Binds,  aad  to  raise  our  voices  in  grate-  so  as  to  produce  the  most  glorious  and  transport- 
i.toHin  "  who  created  all  things,  and  ing  effects.  There  will  probably  be  no  sudi 
i  pleasure  they  are  and  were  created."  phenomena  as  thunder,  lightning,  and 'fiery  me- 
iiture  world  there  will  be  <i6iin<2an<  soope  teors  in  tho  world  to  which  I  allude,  but  tho 
trosecution  of  this  subject  to  an  indefi-  electrical  fluid,  which  is  the  principal  agent  in 
II.  With  respect  to  the  stale  of  sepa-  producing;  tl>ose  appearances,  and  Which  pervades 
:s,  aflcr  their  departure  from  this  world,  every  part  of  nature,  may  operate  in  that  world 
syments  in  which  they  engage,  and  the  iu  a  different  manner,  and,  instead  of  producing 
«  in  which  they  stand  to  the  material  efl*ecls  tliat  are  terrific  and  appalling,  may  be  an 
re  can  form  no  distinct  conception,  and  agent  for  creating  scenes  which  will  inspire  tho 
ain  in  ignorance  till  the  period  arrivo  soul  with  admiration  and  delight.  Some  of  tlia 
shall  be  actually  ushered  into  that  mys-  mechanical,  pneumatical,  and  hydrostatical  prin- 
eoe  of  existence.  But,  we  eu-e  assured,  ciples  which  enter  into  the  construction  of  mill:t, 
r  the  resurrection,  a  material  world  will  wheeUcarriages,  forcing  pumps,  and  steam-en- 
red  for  the  habitation  of  the  just,  in  g'lnes,  may  not  bn  applied  to  the  same  piir[)oses 
ir  connection  with  the  visible  universe  in  the  future  world  ;  but  thvy  may  be  applicable 
lless,  be  far  more  extensive  than  it  is  to  a  variety  of  other  unknown  [lurposes  corrcs- 
t ;  and  wherever  a  material  system  ex-  ponding  to  the  nature  of  that  world,  and  the  cha- 
fords  scope  for  physical  investigations,  racter  and  employments  of  its  inhabitants. 
e  application  of  the  principles  of  Na-  In  such  case^  as  those  now  alluded  to,  and  ra 
losophy.  This  new  world  ti'iU  be  pre-  thousands  of  others,  there  will  be  ample  scope 
d  arranged  by- divine  wisdom;  and  for  the  application  of  all  the  principles  of  natural 
itly,  will  exhibit  scenes  of  beauty  and  science ;  and  thousands  of  fitcts  and  principles,  to 
of  exquisite  contrivance  and  benevo-  us  unknown,  will  doubtless  be  brought  to  light  by 
;n.  For,  if  the  world  we  now  inhabit,  the  superior  sagacity  of  the  heavenly  inhabitants. 
1  the  deformities  and  physical  derange-  To  maintain  the  contrary,  would  be,  in  eflTect, 
bich  sin  has  introduced,  displays  so  to  suppose,  that  the  inhabitants  of  heaven  are  en- 
utiful  arrangements  and  marks  of  in-  dowed  with  powers  of  intellect  in/enor  to  those 
and  skill,  much  more  may  we  conclude,  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth, — that  their  know- 
worki  in  which  "righteousness  shall  ledge  is  less  extensive  than  ours, — that  they  make 
all  abound  in  every  thing  that  can  charm  no  progress  in  moral  and  bteUectuaJ  attainmeop. 
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and,  consequently,  the  science  of  astronomy  will  phcrsy  we  have  been  made  acquainted  widi  a 
never  arrive  at  absolute  perfection,  but  will  he  vari<tty  of  striking  facts  and  agencies  ia  the  fj^ 
in  a  progressive  course  of  improvement  through  turn  of  the  universe,  which  display  the  anasiag 
all  the  revolutions  of  eternity.  In  the  prosecu-  energies  of  the  Creator,  and  whidi  tend  U>  ca- 
tion of  such  investigations,  and  in  the  conicm-  cite  our  admiration  of  the  depths  of  his  wiadokn 
plati'in  of  such  objects  as  this  science  presents,  and  intelligence.  We' learn  that  the  kgki  coitt- 
the  grand  aim  of  celestial  intelljoences  will  be,  ted  from  the  nun  and  other  luminous  bodies 
to  increase  in  the  knowled>!e  an<l  the  love  of  God ;  movos  with  a  velocity  equal  to  200,000  miles  in 
and,  id  proportion  as  their  views  of  tlic  (ilnries  of  a  aecond  of  time — that  every  ray  of  white  U^ 
his  empire  are  enlarged,  in  a  similar  proportion  is  composed  of  all  the  colours  m  nature,  bleod- 
will  their  conceptions  of  his  boundless  attributes  ed  in  certain  proportions— 4har  the  immeose 
be  expanded,  and  their  praises  and  adorations  variety  of  shades  of  colours  whidi  adorns  the 
ascend  in  sublimer  strains  to  Him  who  sits  u[)on  different  landscapes  of  the  earth,  is  not  in  the 
tholhroneof  the  universe,  who  al«me  is  "worthy  objects  themselves,  but  in  the  light  that  fiidls 
to  receive  glory,  honour,  and  power,"  from  every  upon  them — and  that  thousands  of  mittions  of 
order  of  his  creatures.  rays  are  incessantly  flying  off  firom  all  ?iuble 

Since  then,  it  appears,  that  astronomy  is  con-  objects,  crossing  and  recrossing  each  other  in  an 

▼ersant  about  objects  the  most  wonderful  and  infinity  of  directions,  and  yet  oooveying  to  every 

sublime— einco  these  objects  tend  to  amplify  our  eye  that  is  q>en  to  receive  them,  a  distinct  pie* 

conceptions  of  the  divine  attributes — since  a  ture  of  the  objects  whence  they  proceed.    We 

clear  and  distinct  knowledge  of  these  objects  leam  that  the  atmosphere  which  surrounds  la 

cannot  be  attained  without  the  acquisition  of  a  presses  our  bodies  with  a  weifht  equal  to  thirty 

certain  portion  of  astronomical  science — since  thousand  pounds,  that  it  oomains  the  priDci|ilss 

the  heavens  constitute  the  principal  part  of  God's  of  fire  and  flame>— that,  in  one  coa^miation,  it 

luiversal  empire — since  our  present  views  of  the  would  raise  our  animal  spirits  to  the  higbeit 

magnificence  of  this  empire  are  so  obscure  and  pitch  of  ecstacy,  and  in  another,  cause  onr  in»- 

circumscribed — since  even  the  infbrmation  that  mediate  destructiim — that  is  capable  o£  bsiif 

nay  be  communicated  on  this  subject,  by  other  in-  compressed  into  40,000  times  less  spaoe  dan  it 

telligences,  could  not  be  fully  understood  without  naturally  occupies— and  that  the  prndudion  sf 

Kome  acqnaintance    with  the  prindples  of  this  sound,  the  lives  of  animals,  and  the  growth  of 

science — and  since  the  boundless  scenes  it  un-  vegetables,  depend  upon  its  various  and  nncnai 

folds  present  an  inexhaustible  subject  of  contero-  ing  agencies.    We  leam  that  a  certain  inid 

plation,  and  afford  motives  to  stimulate  all  holy  pervades  all  nature,  which  is  capable  of  giving  a 

beings  to  incessant  adoration — it  would  be  ab-  thoek  to  the  animal  frame,  which  shock  may  ke 

surd  to  suppose  that  renovated  men,  in  a  supe-  communicated  in  an  instant  to  a  thousand  indi- 

rior  state  of  existence,  will  remain  in  ignorance  viduals — that  this  fluid  moves  with  inconcetfip 

of  this  subject,  or  that  the  study  of  it  will  ever  ble  rapidity — that  it  can  be  drawn  from  tbs 

be  discontinued  while  eternity  endures.  clouds  in  the  form  of  a  stream  of  fire— >tfaat  it 

melts  iron  wire,  increases  the  evaporation  eC 

xrATURAL  PHILOSOPHY.  fluids,  destroys  the  polarity  of the  magiieUe  nnsdb 

and  occasionally  displays  its  energies  anraog  the 

Natural  Philo*aphy  is  another  subject  which  clouds  in  the  form  of  fire-balls,  lambent  flames. 

will  doubtless  engage  the  attention  of  regenera-  and  forked  lightnings.     We  leam  that  the  bodies 

ted  men  in  a  future  state.  of  birds,  fishes,  quadruped*,  and  insects,  in  rela- 

The  objects  of  this  science  is  to  describe  the  tion  to  their  eyes,  feet,  wings,  fins,  and  dker 

phenomena  of  the  material  world,  to  explain  members,  are  formed  with  admirable  skill,  no  ai 

their  causes,  to  investigate  the  laws  by  which  to  be  exactly  adapted  to  their  various  necessities 

the  Almighty  directs  the  operations  of  nature,  and  nvMles  of  existence,  and  that  they  consist  eC 

and  to  trace  the  exquisite  skill  and  benevolent  an  infinite  number  of  contrivances  and  adapla- 

design  which  are  displayed  in  the  economy  of  lions  in  order  to  accomplish  the  pnrpoae  inisnd- 

the  universe.     It  embraces  investigations  into  ed— and  that  the  beaver,  the  bee,  the  ant,  and 

the  several  powers  and  properties,  qualities  and  other  insects,  construct  their   habitations,  and 

attributes,  motions  and  appearances,  causes  and  perform  their  operations  with  all  the  skill  and 

effects,  of  all  the  bodies  with  which  we  are  sur-  precision  of  the  nicest  mathematical  scieaee. 

rounded,  and  which  are  obvious  to  our  senses, —  The  bee,  in  particular,  works,  as  if  it  knew  the 

such  as  light,  heat,  colours,  air,  water,  sounds,  highest  branches  of  mathematics,  vrhich  reqniird 

echoes  ;  the  electrical  and    magnetical  fluids:  the  genius  of  Newton  to  discover  .—In  dMNt,  die 

hail,  rain,  snow,  dew,  thunder,  lightning,  the  whole  of  nature  presents  a  scene  of 

rainbow,   parhelia,  winds,  luminous  and  fiery  which,  when  seriously  contemplated,  is 

meteors,  the  Aurora  Borealis,  and  similar  ob-  lated  to  expand  the  intellectual  powers,  I 

jects  in  the  system  of  nature.  the  affections,  and  to  excite  admiration  of  tkt 

From  the  discoveries  of  ezperimontal  pMkisa-  altributes  of  God,  and  the  plan 
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I  PhDotophj  any,  therefore,  be  consi-  Uie  eye,  the  ear,  or  the  iina(|in&tio«,  and  illu^ 

I  branch  both  of  the  religion  of  nature,  traie  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God  ;  and  of  course 

e  religion  of  revelation.     It  reni»ves,  will  pre^nt  a  boundless  held  fur  tiie  most  sub- 

e  veil  which  is  spread  over  the  mys-  lime  luvcitlgations  of  science.     This  world,  in 

leratioos  of  nature,  and  disclose:*  to  ntany  of  its  arrangements,  will  doubtless  present 

he  wonders  which  lie  concealed  from  a  variety  of  ulijccts  and  iK:t*nfs  altogether  diife* 

muUitiide,  *'  who  regard  not  the  works  rent  from  those  we  now  behold,  even  allhou;{h  (be 

rd,  nor  c«osider  the  operations  of  his  same  pliytiical  laws  which  gcMHim  our  terrestrial 

t  eaables  us  to  perceive  the  footsteps  of  system  should  still  continue  in  operation.     The 

;hty  both  in  his  mi^stic  movements  inflection,  refraction  and  reflection  of  light  wil 

most  oiinule  designs;  for  there  is  not  be  directed  by  the  same  geiioral  laws,  and  will 

can  take  in  the  temple  of  nature,  under  produce  clfects  analogous  to  those  we  now  per- 

ice  of  an  enlightened  philosophy,  in  -  ceive  in  thekccne  around  us;  but  the  mediums 

do  not  behold  traces  of  inscrutable  tlirough  which  it  pastes,  and  the  varioos  objects 
id  design,  and  of  a  benevolence  which  by  which  it  is  refracted  and  reflected,  and  manjr 
i  kiiid  regards  to  every  rank  of  sensi-  other  modifications  to  which  it  may  be  subjected, 
iatelligent  existence.  It  shows  us  the  may  produce  a  variety  of  astonishing  eflTecrts, 
4  goodness  of  the  divine  administra-  surpassing  every  thing  we  now  behold,  and  ex- 
demonstrates,  that  the  cooimunication  hlbil  scenes  ofbeauty  and  magnificence  of  which 
■M  is  the  final  cause  of  all  the  admi-  we  can,  at  present,  form  no  distinct  conception. 
Bgeinents  which  pervade  the  material  The  science  of  optics,  in  unfolding  to  us  the  na- 
il teaches  us,  that  the  several  opera-  tureof  light,  and  the  various  properties  of  prisms, 
aiure  are  carried  on  by  means  uncon-  mirrors,  and  lenses,  has  enabled  us  to  exhibit  a 
y  human  power,  and  iar  transcending  variety  oi*  beaotilul  and  surprising  effects,  and 

I  to  plan  or  to  execute.  It  discovers  to  perceive  traces  of  infinite  intelligence  in  rela- 
by  which  the  sovereign  of  the  universe  tien  to  this  element,  beyond  what  former  ages 
s  vast  dosDinions,  and  maintains  them  could  have  believed.  And,  therefore,  we  have 
fing  beauty  and  splendour,  throughout  reason  to  conclude,  that,  in  the  hand  of  Omni- 
It  thus  enables  us  to  consecrate  the  potence,  when  arranging  other  worlds,  the  ele- 
nto  one  grand  temple,  and,  from  the  ment  of  light  is  capable  of  being  modified  in  a 
lion  of  every  object  it  presents,  to  ele-  thousand  forms  of  which  we  are  now  ignorant, 
linds,  and  to  raise  our  voices  in  grate-  so  as  to  produce  the  most  glorious  and  transport- 
to  Him  "  who  created  all  things,  and  ing  effects.  There  will  probably  be  no  sudi 
pleasure  they  are  and  were  created."  phenomena  as  thunder,  lightning,  and  fiery  me- 
ture  world  there  will  be  abundant  trope  teors  in  the  world  to  which  I  allude,  but  tho 
osecutien  of  this  subject  to  an  indeft-  electrical  fluid,  which  is  the  principal  agent  in 
t.  With  respect  to  the  state  of  sepa-  producing  tliesc  appearances,  and  which  pervades 
:,  after  their  departure  from  this  world,  every  part  of  nature,  may  operate  in  that  world 
ymenis  in  which  they  engage,  and  the  in  a  different  manner,  and,  instead  of  producing 

in  which  they  stand  to  the  material  effects  that  are  terrific  and  appalling,  may  be  an 

)  can  form  no  distinct  conception,  and  a<;ent  for  creating  scenes  which  wilt  inspire  tho 

in  in  ignorance  till  the  period  arrive  s-iul  with  admiration  and  delight.     Some  of  the 

hall  be  actually  ushered  into  that  mys-  mechanical,  pneumatical,  and  hydrostatical  prin- 

ne  of  existence.    But,  we  are  assured,  ciples  which  enter  into  the  construction  of  mills, 

the  resurrection,  a  material  world  will  wheel-carria|^s,  forcing  pumps,  and  slenrn-en- 

mI    for  the  habitation  of  tho  just,  in  gines,  may  not  be  applied  to  the  same  purposes 

r  connection  with  the  visible  universe  in  the  future  world  ;  but  they  may  bo  applicable 

ess,  be  far  more  extensive  than  it  is  to  a  variety  of  oilier  unknown  (lurposes  corres- 

;  and  wherever  a  material  system  ex-  ponding  to  the  nature  of  that  world,  and  the  clia- 

»rds  scope  for  physical  investigations,  racter  and  employments  of  its  inhabitants, 

application  of  the  principles  of  Na-  In  such  cases  as  those  now  alluded  io,  and  tn 

>sophy.     This  new  world  t/ill  be  pre-  thousands  of  others,  there  will  be  ample  scope 

arranged   by-  divine  wisdom  ;  and  for  the  application  of  all  the  princi(^ea  of  natin^l 

ly,  will  exhibit  scenes  of  beauty  and  science ;  and  thousands  of  facts  and  principles,  to 

Df  exquisite  contrivance  and  benevo-  us  unknown,  will  doubtless  be  brought  to  light  by 

I.     For,  if  the  world  we  now  inhabit,  the  superior  sagacity  of  tlie  heavenly  inliabitants. 

ihe  deformities  and  physical  derange-  To  maintain  the  contrary,  would  be,  in  eflTect, 

ich  sin  has  introduced,  displays  so  to  suppose,  that  the  inhabitants  of  heaven  are  en- 

tiful  arrangements  and  marks  of  in-  dowed  with  powers  of  intellect  inferior  to  those 

ind  skill,  much  more  may  we  conclude,  of  the  inhabitants  of  tlie  earth, — that  their  know- 

rorkl  in  which  "  righteousness  shall  ledge  is  less  extensive  than  ours, — that  they  mako 

II  abound  in  every  thing  that  can  charm  no  progress  in  moral  and  intelloctuaJ  attainmeoui. 
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id  that  they  hmve  nn  denire  to  ezptf»r6  "  tlia  thon^sanda    of  veins   and    artemi   dijlifct^J 

works  of  the  Lord,  aiul  to  cousider  tho  o|)era1  ions  throughout  fvery  part  of  this  wonderful  pywlm 

of  his  hands."  — (liat  \hv  whole  nAss  of  bkiod  rushn  whb  ■•- 

What  ha«  been  now  stated  in  relation  to  Natu-  inens«:V(*i.>rity,ihrouphtlieseves8Hs,  andrhro«i|^ 

ral  Philosophy,  will  equally  a|)f>ly  to  the  Mcience  the  heart,  fuuriet'ii  times  every  liour^— that  rt^pi- 

df  Chifmittrjf.     Thi>;  science  has  fur  im  oltji>ct  to  ration  is  nothing  else  than  a  vpeciem  of  comtm§' 

ascertain  the  first  principles  of  all  bodies,  their  iion,  in  which  the  oxygon  of  the  att»<x*|ihere  is 

Tdrious  {iroperties  and  combinations,  their  miHia  abitorhe«l  by  the  blotwi,  and  difltiaes  heat  and  vi- 

of  ofMfration,  and  the  effects  they  produce  in  the  gour  Ihroushoul  the  system— that  th«»  hinf*  are 

economy  ofnature.  lis  discoverioi  have  not  only  composed  of  an  infinite  numlier  of  membranntii 

unfolded  many  of  the  admirable  prr>cesses  which  cells  or  vesicles  varifiusly  figured,  and  fidi  fif  air, 

are  going  forward  in  the  animal,  vegt^tahle,  and  ciininiiinicatin<;  on  all  sides  with  one  aim: her,  and 

mineral  kingdoms,  but  have  opened  to  our  view  that  their  number  amounts  to  at  least  1,700,000^ 

many  striking  displays  of  the  wisdom  and  gorvl-  00(V— that  there  are  above  three  hundred  thoo* 

uess  of  God,  in  producing,  by  the  'moMt  sini[ile  sand  millions  of  |Kirea  in  the  glands  of  the  skio 

means,  the  most  astonishing  and  benevolent  ef-  which  covers  the  body  of  a  middlc-^nzed  saa, 

fee's.  The  principles  of  this  science  must,  there-  through  which  the  sweat  and  insettsible  perspi- 

ibre,  be  applicable,  wheretter  matter  exiftt^  under  ration  are  continually  issumg— chat  thoiniuidsof 

whatever  shape  or  modification  it  may  present  lacteal  and  lym|)hatic  tubes  are  absorbing  aod 

itself;  and  as  all  the  woHds  throughout  the  uni-  c^xtveying  nutriment  to  the  biood--^hat  the  heart, 

verse  are  composed  of  matter  compounded  into  in  the  centre  of  the  system,  is  eierting  an  ia- 

Tarious  forms,  tliey  must  afford  an  ample  range  roense   muMnilar  force,  and   giving  nicetyHJs 

Cir  the  investigations  and  researches  of  chymical  thousand  strokes  every  twenty-four  hours ;    and 

•cieooe.  that  all  thirt  complicated  system  of  mechanisMi 

aiiaTOMY  ahdVhvsiologt.  ~'^  ^""**"^''  '^^"^^^  functions  of  which  we  ai. 

Ignorant,  must  be  in  constant  actioa,  m  onier  is 

AwAomy  and  Phfnology  are  subjects  whtcn  we  fireserve  us  in  existence,  and  secure  our  eojof<> 

may  reasonably  conclude,  will  occasionally  occupy  ment.                         t 

the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  heaven.     The  This  subject  frequently  engaged  the  attealioa 

object  of  these  sciences  is,  to  investigate  the  ge^  of  the  pious  Psalmist.     With  an  eye  of  inlsli* 

neral  structure  and  economy  of  the  animal  frame,  gence  and  devotion,  he  surveyed  the  curiont  OP* 

and  especially  the  parts  and  functions  of  the  hu-  ganization  of  the  human  frame,  from  the  ndt 

man  body.   The  system  of  orgsinization  connected  embryo  in  the  womb  to  the  full  developemeol  af 

with  the  human  frame  is  the  most  admirable  all  its  firnctions ; — and,  struck  with  the  wiidiM 

piece  of  mechanism  which  the  mind  can  contem-  and  eoodness  displayed  in  its  formatioo,  be  raiMBd 

plate— whether  we  consider  the  immense  num.  his  thoughts  to  God  in  grateful  adoration.     **I 

ber  and  variety  of  its  parts — the  numerous  func-  will  praise  thee,'*  he  exclaims,  **  for  I  an  foaf^ 

ttons  they  perform — the  rapid  movements  which  fully  and  wonderfully  made ;  fharvellous  are  ihf 

are  incessantly  going  forward  throughout  evifry  works !    How  precious  are  thy  wonderful  oontri* 

part  of  this  system — the  amazing  force  exerted  vances  in  relation  to  me,  O  God !      How  great 

by  the  heart  and  muscles — the  processes  of  diges-  is  the  sum  of  them !  If  1  should  count  them,  they 

t ion  and  respiration — the  system  of  veins  and  are  more  in  number  than  the  sand.**     This  body, 

arteries — the  articuhilion  of  the  bones — thestruc«  however,  wonderful  as  its  structure  is,  is  KaUa 

ture  and  course  <rf*  iho  lymphatirs — the  ramifica-  to  decay,  and  must  soon  be  dissolved  ia  the  grave, 

tions  of  the  nerves— the  circtilation  of  the  blocd  But  we  ace  assured  that  a  period  is  approacfaaaf , 

—the  wonderful  changes,  dissolutions  and  con>-  when,  "  all  that  are  in  their  graves  ahaR  bear  tta 

binations  continually  going  on— the  chymical  ap-  voice  of  the  Son  of  God,  and  shall  coom  fortb;* 

paratus  adapted  for  effecting  these  purposes^  when  this  mortal  frame  "  shall  put  on  ti 

the  organs  of  sense  by  whidi  an  intercourse  is  >Qf}"  and  when  that  which  was  sown  in 

rnaintained  with  the  external  world— or,  tho  har-  tion  "  shall  be  raised  in  giory,**    If  the  k 

monious  correspondence  of  all   its   parts  and  body,  even  in  its  present  state  of  degradation, 

functions  with  the  agencies  of  the  surrounding  cileid  the  pious  admiration  of  the  ~ 

elements.    From  the  researches  of  physiokigisu  more  wiU  it  appear  worthy  of  oa 

we  learn,  that  there  are  in  the  human  body,  two  ration,  when  it  emerges  from  dariniesa  and 

himflred  and  forty-five  bones  variously  articu-  rufrtion  to  participate  in  the  ivories  of  aa  te* 

lated,  each  of  them  having  above  forty  distinct  morto/life.  Its  faculties  will  then  be  invigoimtadi 

scopes  or  intentions ;  and  four  hundred  and  forty-  its  tendency  to  dissolution  destroyed,  evety  pr»i 

•ii  muscles  of  various  figures  and  magnitudes,  ciple  of  disease  annihilated,  and  every  tbii^  '* 

eooneoted  with  the  bones,  for  producing  the  nu-  is  loathsome  and  deformed  for  etvr  p 

Btroos  movements  of  ths  animal  fira^^— that  Being  "  fashioned  like  laMo  Christ^ 

■ora  tbui  a  bimdrad  of  theso  natisdes  are  em-  bodr,^  its  beauty  will  beaiqaiBita,  to 

pbyad  tfwy  Uaa  wt  btatths    that  fhim  m  porftck,  to  aspect  bri^  ukl 
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roiwaiidiiinbla.  ItisenjitiTeor^ani 
ed  and  improvo.!,  and  ilie  sphere  of 
ion  extended.  Its  auditory  organs 
i  to  receive  the  most  delightful  S4>n- 
a  the  harmonies  of  celestial  music, 
ml  powerv  rendered  capable  of  per- 
Diautest  objects,  and  penetrating  into 
tani  regions.  New  acnses  and  facul- 
iptioD,  and  new  powers  of  motion, 
isport  it  with  rapidity  from  one  por- 
B  to  another,  will,  in  all  probability, 
ed  to  the  powers  with  which  it  is 
i.  And,  surely,  the  contrivances  and 
which  musit  enter  into  the  structure 
irganical  firamo,  cannot  be  lees  curi- 
piisite,  nor  display  less  wisdom  and 
than  those  which  we  now  perceive 
U  bodies.  On  the  contrary,  we  must 
mppose  thousands  of  the  roost  deli- 
anees  and  compensations,  different 
hing  we  can  now  conceive,  tobe  es- 
[uisite  in  the  construction  of  an  or- 
f  intended  for  perpetual  activity,  and 
in  uiMOKTAL  duration. — To  iiives- 
to  contemplate  the  contrivances  of 
MB,  by  which  the  elements  of  disease 
re  for  ever  prevented  from  entering 
lovated  frame,  and  by  which  it  will 
i  in  undecaying  youth  and  vigour 
be  lapse  of  innumerable  ages,  we 
arily  conclude,  will  form  a  part  of 
r  nsnovated  man  in  the  future  world ; 
e  help  thinking,  that  the  knowledge 
lers  of  the  human  frame  we  now 
f  be  a  preparatory  qualification,  for 
to  form  ah  enlightened  and  com- 
ooception  of  the  powers,  qualities, 
'  organization,  of  the  bodies  of  the 
he  period  of  the  resurrection. 
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ranch  of  study  in  which  the  saints 
vill  engage,  is  Histon/.  History 
Msord  of  past  facts  and  events ;  and 
iKjuainted  with  transactions  which 
ndreds  or  thousands  of  years  before 
ught  into  existence.  When  viewed 
light,  it  may  be  considered  as  no- 
han  a  detail  of  the  operations  of 
idence  in  relation  to  the  moral  in- 
r  this  world.  It  illustrates  the  cba- 
e  human  race,  and  the  deep  and 
pravity  in  which  they  are  involved ; 
I  the  rectitude  of  the  character  of 
10  equity  of  his  moral  administra- 

herefore,  will  form  a  prominent  ob-' 
r  among  the  celestial  inhabitanta,  as 
lOM  materials  which  will  illustrate 
Profvideoce  and  display  the  wisdom 
nHi  of  Johofib  in  hii  gofoouMBt 


of  the  world.    At  present  we  can  contemplate 
only  a  fetv  scattered  fragmentji  of  the  itistory  of 
mankind.     Of  the  himory  of  sotne  nations  we 
are  altu^ther  ignorant ;  and  of  the  history  of 
others  we  have  only  a  few  unconnected  details, 
blended  with  fabulous  narrations  and  extrava- 
gant fictions.    Of  no  nation  whatever  have  we 
an  enUre  history  cum|K)(<ed  of  authentic  mate- 
rials ;  and  consequen'ly,  we  perceive  only  soom 
broken  uoJ  detached  links  in  the  chain  of  the 
divine  dispensations,  and  are  unable  to  survey 
the  u)Ao2e  of  God's  procedure  towards  our  race, 
in  ono  unbroken  series,  from  the  creation  to  the 
present  time.     We  know  nothing  decisively  re- 
specting the  psriod  during  which  roan  remained 
in  a  state  of  innocence,  nor  of  the  particular 
transactions  and  events  that  happened  previooa 
to  his  fall.    And  how  little  do  we  know  of  the 
state  of  mankind,  of  the   events  which  befeU 
them,  and  of  the  civil  and  religious  arrangement! 
which  existed,  during  the  period   of  sixteen 
hundred  years  which  intervened  between  iJm 
creation  and  the  deluge,  though  the  world  waa 
then  more  fertile  and  populous  than  it  has  ever 
since  been?    How  little   do  we  know  of  the 
state  of  mankind  immediately  previous  to  the 
flood,  of  the  scenes  of  consternation  and  terror 
which  must  have  been  displayed  over  all  iha 
earth,  when  the  fountains  of  the  great  deep  were 
broken  up,  and  the  cataracts  of  heaven  opened, 
and  of  the  dreadful  concussion  of  the  eleroentf  oC 
nature,  when  the  solid  strata  of  the  earth  were 
rent  asunder,  when  the  foundations  of  the  moon* 
tains  were  overturned,  and  the  whole  surface  of 
the  globe  transformed  into  one  boundless  ocean? 
How  little  do  we  know  of  the  circumstances 
which  attended  the  gradual  rino  of  idolatry,  and 
of  the  origin  of  tlie  great  empires  into  which  the 
world  has  been  divided  ?     How  little  do  we  know 
even  of  the  history  of  the  Jewish  nation,  posterior 
to  the  period  of  the   Babylonish   captivity  7 
Whither  were  the  ten  tribes  of  Israel  scattered 
among  the  nations,  what  events  have  befallen 
them,  and  in  what  countries  are  they  now  to  be 
found  ?    Of  the  history  of  all  the  nations  in  the 
world  (the  Jews  only  excepted)  from  the  time  of 
the  deluge  to  the  days  of  Hezekiah,  a  period  of 
nearly  two  thousand  years,  we  remain  in  pro* 
found    ignorance.     And  yet,  during  that  long 
period,  Qod  had  not  forsaken  the  earth  ;  his  dia* 
pensations  towards  his  rational  offspring  were 
still  going  forward,  empires  were  rising  and  de» 
dining,  one  generation  passing  away,  and  another 
generation  coming,  and  thousands  of  milliona  of 
mankind  ushered  into  the  eternal  worki.— Thoe« 
chasms  in  the  history  of  mankind,  which  hide 
from  our  riew  the  greater  portion  of  GkxI's  moral 
dispeneations,  wUl,  doubtlesi,  be  filled  up  in  the 
eternal  state,  so  that  we  shall  be  enabled  to  take 
a  full  and  oomprehensive  new  of  the  whole  of  die 
dirine  proeadure,  ia   all  tie  rnnneetioBe  ud 
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But  the  history  of  man  if  not  the  ooly  topic  in     mate  connexion  with  each  other;  ao  that  aa  ae> 
thu  department  of  knowledge,  that  will  occupy     quaintauce  with  one  department  of  knowledfeid 

the  attention  of  the  inhabitants  of  heaven.     The  essentially  requisite  to  a  clear  and  coaipiehsa 

history  of  etn§el»—<if  their  faculties,  intercourses,  sive  view  of  another.      Astronomy  aapposcs  a 

BJid  euiployments— -of  their  modes  uf  commuiii-  knowledge  of  arithmetic,  geometry,  tngonoB^ 

cation  with  euch  other— of  tlieir  different  embaa-  try,  conic  sections,  and  other  parta  of  iDaibema* 

aies  to  distant  worlds— of  the  transactions  which  tics ;  experimonial  philoso(»hy  suppoaesa  prevkni 

have  token   pkice  in   their  society — and  of  the  acquaintance  with  natural  history  and  physiology, 

revolutions  through  which  they  may  have  passed  and  is  iminiately  connected  with  chymisiry,  oi- 
— the  history  of  eqyoUate  angels — the  cause  of    neralugy  and  botany ;  and  anatomy  and  iihysiologj 

their  fall  and  the  circumstances  with  which  it  suppose  a  knowledge  of  the   leading  principles 

was  attended— ilie  plans  liiey  have  been  pursuing  of  hydrostatics,  pneumatics,*  and  optica.    The 

•ince  that  period,    and    the  means   by   which  principles  of  one  science  run  into  another,  aad 

ehey  have  endeavoured   to  accomplish   their  in-  reflect  a  mutual  lustre  on  each  other,  ao  that  all 

ftmal  devices-— will  doubtless  form  a  portion  of  the   sciences,    when  properly    oooducted,    aad 

the  history  o(  divine  dispensations,  which  "  the  viewed  in  their  true  light,  have  but  one  ob^  ia 

■aints  in  light"  will  bo  permitted  to  ccmteroplate.  view,  namely,  to  aroertaio  the  frcta  eristiog  u 

Over  this  part  of  the  divine  economy  a  veil  of  the  universe,  their  oonnexiona  and  relations,  the 

darkness  is  spread,  which,  we  have  reason  to  laws  by  which  they  are  gofveroad,  and  the  iihi»> 

believe,  wiU  be  withdrawn,  when  that  which  is  traticms  they  afford  of  the  power,  wiadon  aad 

perfect  is  come,  and,  "  when  we  sliall  know  even  beoevolenoe  of  the  Creator, 
la  also  we  are  known.*'— It  is  also  probable,  that 

the  leading  facts  in  relation  to  the  history  of  other  In  order  to  elucidate  this  topic  a  little  &rtfacr, 
worids  will  be  disclosed  to  their  view.     The  his-  the  following  brief  remarks  may  be  aiated.— It  is 
tory  of  the  different  planets  in  the  solar  system,  admitted,  by  every  believer  in  Revelation,*  thil, 
wnd  of  these  which  are  connected  with  other  at  the  close  of  the  present  j^rungemepta  respaci 
qrstems  in  tlie  universe — the  periods  of  their  mg  our  world,  "  All  that  are  in  their  graves  skill 
creation,  the  character  of  their  inhabitants,  the  be  raised  to  life  ,"  and  that,  however  difftml 
changes  through  which  they  have  passed,  ihe  pe-  the  constitution  of  these  new-modelled  bodiai 
euUar  dispensations  of  Providence  towards  them, .  may  be  from  their  present  state  of  organixatioai 
and  nmny  other  particulars,  may  be  gradually  they  will  still  be  moteruW  vehicles,  furnidwdwiA 
laid  open  to  the  '*  redeemed  from  among  men,"  organs  of  sensation  as  the  medium  of  perosptioB 
Ibr  enlarging  their  views  of  the  divine  govern-  to  the  immaterial  spirit.    In  what  manner  As 
ment.      By  means  of  sucli  communications  they  disembodied  spirit  views  material  objects  and  re- 
will  acquire  a  clearer  and   more  distinct  con-  lations,  and  applies  the  knondedge  of  them  whiek 
oeption  of  the  moral  character  and  attributes  of  it  acquired  while  united  to  an  organical  straeturey 
Ood,  of  the  rectitude  of  his  administrations,  and  we  can  have  no  <;oBception  whatever,  tiO  we  b« 
of  **  his  manifold  wisdom  '  in  iho  various  modes  actually  ushered  into  the  separate  atate;  aa^ 
by  which  he  governs  the  different  provinces  of  therefore,   the  observations  already   made,  oC 
hia  vast  empire.      Under  the  impressions  which  which  may  yet  be  thrown  out  on  this  subject,  ar0 
■uch  views  will  produce,  they  will  rejoice  in  the  not  intended  to  apply  to  the  intermediate  stattf 
divine  government,  and  join  vi^th  rapture  in  the  of  the  spirits  of  good  men.     That  atate,  what*' 
•ong  of  Moses,  the  servant  of  God,  and  the  song  ever  may  be  the  moduM  of  perception  and  tajoy 
of  the  Lamb,  saying,  "  Great  and  marvellous  ment  in  it,  is  a  state  of  imperfection,  aad,  brn 
ire  thy  works,  Lord  God  Almighty!    Juat  and  aome  respects,  an  wnnafuro/ state,  if  we  suppoiv 
true  are  thy  teayt,  thou  King  of  sainU  I**  that  the  spirit  is  not  connected  with  any  notarial 

vehicle. — Now,  if  it  be  admitted,  that  the  apiritr 

Thus  I  have  briefly  stated,  in  the  preceding  of  the  just,  at  the  general  resurrection,  ara  toba 

pages,  some  of  those  branches  of  science  which  reunited  to  material  organical  atmeturea,  itomt 

will  be  recognised  by  the  righteous  in  a  future  alao  be  admitted,  that  those  atmcturas  mmt  bars 

state.     Several  other  departments  of  scientific  some  material  mdMtratum  on  which  to  reat,  or, 

knowledge  might  have   been  specified ;  but  my  in  other  words,  a  material  world  or  habitation  ia 

intention  simply  was,  to  present  to  the  view  of  which  they  may  reside.     This  last  poattioB  is 

the  reader,  a  few  specimens  as  illustrations  of  my  also  as  evident,  from  the  dedaimtions  of  Scrip- 

general  position,  **  that  science  must  be  consi-  ture,  as  the  first.    For,  while  we  are  wfafsd 

dared  as  having  a  relation  to  a  future  world."    If  that  the  elementary  parta  of  our  ghibe  shsitt  ba 

it  ba  admitted  that  any  one  science  will  be  cul-  dissolved,  we  are  at  the  same  time  assured,  ~Aat 


tivated  in  heaven,  it  will  follow,  that  the  greater  **  new  hitavena  and  a  new  earth**  sfaafl  be  pte- 
part  if  not  the  whole,  of  those  sciences  which  pared,  *'  wherein  the  righteous  shall  dwell  p-* 
I  ring  to  light  the  treasures  of  usefiil  knowledge,  that  is,  a  world  purified  firom  physical  aad  wiaad 
■wH  Hkawisa  be  proseeotod  by  superior  intelli-  ._.  -u„^,,.„  ^  «,__  tt-,,ni»itL.,.  --w  *^ 
Fcr«u£stiisfiiliiteQsihafettinti.  ^^  ft>D«wars  tf  Baron  Swadaoben  o^J  t» 
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•ffl,  and  fifttsd  to  the  renoTated  fiunilties  of  the  fi^re — which  a[»pean  to  be  the  general  from  of 
rodoeuMd,  will  be  prepared  in  tome  part  of  the  all  thu  <;reat  bodies  in  tlie  universe  with  which 
mverse,  for  the  reaideoce  of  the  just.  we  are  acquiiinlrd — thuru  wuiild  thcMi  exist  cor- 
Id  reference  to  the  loeabty,  and  the  circum-  tain  pr«i|H'rtifs  and  n^lations  betwcuii  circles  cut- 
tfaaoe^ofour  future  destination,  there  appear  to  be  tin^  each  other  at  right  an>!le»,  or  in  any  other 
•oly  four  or  five  suppo^itioos  that  can  be  forme<l.  dircclion ;  or,  in  othtT  wonls,  between  an  eqtia- 
Either,  1.  The  world  we  now  inhabit  will  be  tor  and  poles,  paralU'ls  and  lucridiuns,  &r.  as  at 
ttew-modelledf   after  the  gnnoral  conflaiiriition,  |>rc>setit.     Tiedircctiun  of  iu  inutiun,  Uie  incli- 
and  funii9<ihi»d  as  a  proper  place  of  residence  for  nation  uf  its  axii^,   the  coinpom-nt  parts  of  iis 
Ka  reuovaled  iiihabiianis ;— or,  2.  Some  of  the  surface  and  u!m<>spm-rc,  and  other  circumstances, 
globes  now  eiisling  ill  other  regions  of  space,  to  ini;;ht    be  chang<-d,   which   would   pnxiiice   an 
which  the  holy  inhabitants  of  our  world  will  be  immense  variety  of  phenomena,  different  from 
transported,  may  be  allotted  as  the  more  perma-  what   now   takes  place  ;  but  the  s<tme  general 
Dent  habitation  of  the  just;— or,  3.  Some  new  principles  of  g''ogra[ihy,  astronomy,  arithmetic, 
globe   or  woiid   will  be   immediately   created,  geomirtry,  chyniislry  and  mechanics,  which  apply 
adapted  to  the  circumstances  of  redeemed  men,  In  all  the  various  relations  of  material  olijects 
and  adorned  with  scenery  fitted  to  call  forth  into  wlicrcver  existing,  would  al.so  be  applicable  in 
exercise  their  renovated  powers; — or,  4.  The  the  present  case ;  and,  consequently,  such  sci- 
redeemed  inhabitants  of  heaven  may  be  permit-  ences  would  be  recognised  and  cultivated,  and 
ted  to  transport  themselves  from  one  region  or  the  principles  on  whicii  they  are  built,  reasoned 
wnrld  to  another,  and  be  furnished  with  faculties  and  acted  u|>on,  though  in  a  more  perfect  man- 
tad  Tehicios  fi>r  this  purpose  ;^-or,  5.  Afler  re-  ncr  than  at  present,  in  this  new  world  and  new 
■aining  for  a  conaiii  lapse  of  ages  in  that  parti-  order  of  things.      Such  sciences,  therefoNt,  as 
edar  world  to  which  they  shall  be  introduced  flow  from  the  natural  and  nt^cessary  relations  of 
{■mediately  after  the  resurrection,  they  may  be  material  objects,  and  which  tend  to  direct  us  in 
tiansported  to  another  region  of  the  universe,  to  our  conceptions  of  tlie  wisdom  and  power  of  the 
conteraplato  a  n«w  scene  of  creating  power  and  great  Architect  of  nature,  roost  be  known  and 
iitelligence,  and  afterwards  pass,  at  distant  in-  cultivated  in  a  future  world,  where  rational  spirits 
tervals,  through  a  successive  series  of  transporta^  are  united  to  an  organical  structure,  and  related 
tions,  in  order  to  obtain  more  ample  prospects  of  to  a  material  system  ;  and  consequently,  if  the 
ihe  ridies  and  glory  of  God's  universal  kingdom,  elementary  and  fundamental  principles  of  such 
In  all  these  cases,  whatever  supposition  we  sciences  be  not  arquired  now,  they  will  remain 
My  adopt  as  most  probable,  the  general  laws  to  be  acquired  hereafter. 

which  now  govern  the  universe,  and  the  general  The  remarks  now  stated,  with  a  few  modifica- 

niaiians  of  the  great  bodies  in  the  universe  to  tions,  will  apply  to  any  of  the  other  suppositions 

Nch  other  will  remain,  on  the  whole,  unchanged ;  which  may  be  made  in  reference  to  the  place  and 

vnless  we  ad>^pt  the  unreasonable  and  extrava-  circumstances  of  our  future  destination.— Even 

pnt  supposition,  that  the  whole  frame  of  Jeho-  aI(lM)U^h    the   relations  of  external  objects   and 

nh's  empire  will  be  unhinged  and  overturned,  their  varicms  properties,  in  the  future  world,  were 

brthesoko  of  our  world,  which,  when  compared  altogether  different  frorn  those  which  obtain  in 

with  the  wliole  system  of  nature,  is  but  an  un-  the   present  state  of  thin<;s,   .<;till,  it  would   bo 

distinguishable  atom  amidst  the  immensity  of  UKcful  and  hi<:lily  gratifying  to  the  mind,  to  be 

God's  works.     With  equal  reason  might  we  sup*  enabled  to  compare  the  one  with  the  other,  and 

poie,  that  the  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of  a  to  piTcrive  how  the  divine  wisdom  is  displayed 

planet  which  revolves  around  the  star  Siriun,  or  in   every  nuKlo  and  variety  of  existence.     No 

iIm  cata«tn)fiho  which  may  have  befallen  the  possible  mode  of  material  existence,  however, 

planets  Ceres,  Pallas,  Juno,  and  Vesta,   must  can  be  conceive<l  to  exist,  to  which  some  of  the 

MCeM«arily  involve  in  them  tlie  destructiou  of  elementary  principles  of  scientific  knowledge  do 

the  terraqueous  ^ulie.  not  apply. 

Let  us  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  the  globe  There  are,  indeed,  several  arts  and  sciences 
weanw  inhabit,  with  its  surrounding  atmosphere,  which   more   immediately  respect   the   present 
ritiU  be  cleared  from  the  physical  evils  which  world,  and  our  relations  in  it,  which  cannot  be 
iAw  exist,  and  undergo  a  new  arrangement  to  stip|>osed  to  be  subjects  of  investigation  in  a  fu- 
reader  it  fit  for  being  the  abode  of  holy  intelli-  lure  state  of  happy  existence.     The  study  of 
graces  in  a  future  stale.     On  this  supposition,  lan^tui^en — which  forms  a  prominent  object  of 
Mould  not  the  /fenerul  rdation  of  things  in  the  arieniion  with  many  of  those  who  declaim  on  the 
■iveise  remain  materially  the  same  as  at  pre-  vanity  of  human  science— 'the  study  of  medicine 
sent?    The  wide  expanse  of  the  firmament,  and  as  a  practical  art;  the  study  of  civil  and  muni- 
all  lh<*orbs  it  contains,  would  present  the  same  cipal  law  ;  tho  Rtudy  of  political  economy,  he- 
general  arrangement  and  relati<m  to  each  other  raldry  and  fortification;  the  arts  of  war,  fiirriery, 
which  they  now  do.     Supposing  this  now-mo-  falconry,  hunting  and  fishing;  the  arts  of  the 
Jelled  world  to  be  of  a  spherical  or  spheroidal  manufacturer,  clothier,  dyer,  &c. — in  short,  all 
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those  arts  and  sciences  which  have  their  (buoda-  roatics,  philosophjf  and  law,  with  unirersal  ap 

(ion  in  the  moral  depravity  of  our  nature,  will,  of  plause.     At  the  age  of  fourteen,  he  ventured  to 

oourae,  pass  away,  as  exercises  which  were  pe-  form  literary  plans  which  required  an  amazin| 

culiar  to  the  deranged   state  of  our  terrestrial  extent  uf  knowledge ;  and  he  executed  tliem  in 

habitation,  ai^  the  degraded,  condition  of  its  9uch  perfection,  that  the  literary  world  was  struck 

inhabitants ;  and  which,  therefore,  can  have  no  with  astonishment.     At  this  early  age  he  pub* 

place  in  a  scene  of  moral  perfection.     But  the  lished  an  edition  of  J^iartiamu  Capelluy  and 

principles  of  the  mathematics,  and  the  axioriis  acquitted  himself  of  the  task  in  a  manner  whicfa 

on  which  they  are  built,  the  truths  of  natural  would  have  done  honour  to  the  greatest  scholan 

philosophy,  astronomy,  geography,  mechanics,  of  the  age.    At  the  age  of  seventeen  he  entered 

and  similar  sciences,  will  be  recognised,  and  on  the  profession  of  an  advocate,  and  pleaded 

form  the  basis  of  reasoning  and  uf  action,  so  his  first  cause  at  Delf,  with  the  greatest  reputa* 

long  as  we  are  sentient  beings,  and  have  a  rela-  tion,  having  previously  made  an  extraordinary 

Uon  to  the  material  system  of  the  universe.    Ma-  progress  in  the  knowledge  of  the  sciences.*^ 

ay  truths,  indeed,  which  now  require  much  study,  The  Admirable  Cricftionf  who  received  his  edo> 

and  long  and  intricate  trains  of  reasoning  before  cation  at  Perth  and  St.  Andrews,  by  the  time 

they  can  be  acquired,  may  be  perceived  by  sini-  he  had  reached  his  tw^itieth  year,  was  master  uf 

pie  intuition,  or,  at  least,  be  more  easily  and  ten  languages,  and  had  gone  through  the  whole 

rapidly  apprehended  than  at  present.    If  a  genius  circle  of  the  sciences  as  they  were  then  undei^ 

like  that  of  Sir  Isaac  Newton,  could  perceive  at  stopd.     At  Paris  he  one  day  engaged  in  a  dts- 

a  glance,  the  truth  of  Euclid's  propositions  in  putafion,  which  lasted  nine  hours,  in  the  presence 

geometry,  without  attending  to  every  part  of  the  of  three  thousand  'auditors,  againf  t  four  doctors  o( 

process  requisite  for  ordinary  minds,  we  may  the  church  and  fifty  masters,  on  every  sufajed 

reasonably  conclude,  that,  in  a  world  where  the  they  could  propose,  and  having  salenced  all  his  an* 

physical  and  moral  obstructions  to  intellectual  tagonists,  he  came  off  amidst  the  loudeat  aodama- 

aoeigy  are  removed,  every  science,  and  every  tions,  though  he  had  spent  no  time  in  previiNM 

nlation  subs'isting  among  corporeal  and  intelleo-  preparation  for  the  contest. — Qouemdi,  a  eeio* 

tua!  beings,  will  be  more  deariy,  rapidly,  and  brated  philosopher  of  France,  at  the  age  of  fouri 

otMnprehensively  perceived  and  understood.  declaimed  little  sermons  of  his  own  compost 

Many  striking  instances  have  occasionly  oc-  tion ;  at  the  age  of  seven,  spent  whole  nights  m 

eurred,  of  the  capacity  and  vigour  of  the  human  observing  the  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  of 

mind,  even  amidst  the  obscurities,  and  the  ob-  which  he  acquired  a  considerable  knowledge; 

structions  to  mental  activity  which  exist  in  the  at  sixteen,  he  was  appointed  professor  of  rhe- 

present  state  of  things.    The  illustrious  Poseo/,  toric  at  Digne,  and  at  the  age  of  nineteenth* 

no  less  celebrated  for  his  piety  than  for  his  inteU  was  elected  professor  of  phikmphy  in  the  ubh 

lectual  acquirements,  when  under  the  age  of  versity  of  Aix.  His  vast  knowledge  of  phUoiophy 

twelve  years,  and  while  immersed  in  the  study  '  and  mathematics  was  ornamented  by  a  sincere 

of  languages,  without  books,  and  without  an  in-  attachment  to  the  Christian  religion,  and  a  life 

•tractor,  discovered  and  demonstrated  most  o(  formed  upon  its  principles  and  precepts.— Jsrf" 

the  propositions  in  the  first  book  of  Euclid,  be-  miah  Horrox,  a  name  celebrated  in  the  anoab 

fore   he   knew   that  such  a  book  was  in  exist-  of  astronomy,  before   he  attained  the  age  of 

ence — to  the  astonishment  of  every  mathemati-  seventeen,  had  acquired,  solely  by  his  own  indu^ 

eian  ;  so  that,  at  that  early  age,  he  was  an  in-  try,  and  the  help  of  a  few  Latin  authors,  a 


ventOT  of  geometrical  science.     He  afterwards  extensive  and  accurate  knowledge  of  astronomyy 

made  some  experiments  and  discoveries  on  the  and  of  the  branches  of  mathematical  learning 

nature  of  sound,  and  on  the  weight  of  the  air,  connected  with  it.     He  composed  astronomical 

and  demonstrated  the  pressure  o(  the  atmos-  tables  for  himself,  and  corrected  the  errora  of  the 

phere  :  and,  at  the  age  o£  sixteen,  composed  a  most  celebrated  astronomers  of  his  time.    Ha 

treatise  on  Conic  SectioiUj  which  in  the  judg-  calculated  a  transit  of  the  planet  Venus 


ment  of  men  of  the  greatest  abilities,  was  viewed  the  sun's  disk,  and  was  the  first  of  mortals  vrho 

as  an  astonishing  effort  of  the  human  mind.    At  beheld  this  singular  phenomenon,  which  is  now 

nineteen  years  of  age,  he  invented  an  arithme-  considered  of  so  much  importance  in  astronomy 

tical  machine  by  which  calculations  arc  made,  cal  science.    Sir  Isaac  Newton,  the  fiime  of 

not  only  without  the  helpof  apen,  but  even  with-  whose  genius  has  extended  over  the  whole  dr 

out  a  person's  knowing  a  single  rale  in  arithme-  vilized  world,  made  his  great  discoveries  in  geo- 

tic;    and  by   the   age  of  twenty-four,   he   had'  metry  and  fluxions,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  hil 

acquired  a  proficiency .  in  almost  every  branch  two  celebrated  works,  his  "  Prine^sa"  and  "  €|p" 

of  human  knowledge,  when  his  mind  became  tia"  by  the  time  he  was  twenty-four  years  of  age; 

entirely  absorbed  in  the  exercises  of  religion. —  and  yet  thene  works  contain  so  many  abstriust 

The  celebrated  QrotuUf  at  the  age  of  thirteen,  profound  and  sublime  truths,  that  only  the  first  rati 

only  a  year  after  his  arrival  at  the  university  of  mathematicians  are  qualified  to  understand  and 

Lqrdeo,  maintained  piiblic  theses  in  mathe-  appreciate  them.    In  learning  mathamaticBtlin 


wfl9  and  modestjf  were  no  leu  admira-  iac«  to  face.    Now  we  know   in  part,  but  then 

le  Tariety  and  extent  of  his  intellectual  shall  we  know,  even  as  alao  we  are  known,"  1 

mt*. — J,  Philip  Bamttier,  who  died  Cor.  xiii.  12.    Thia  pasaace  intimates,  not  only 

in  1740,  in  the  twentieth  year  of  his  that  our  knovHedge  in  a  niture  state  shall   ba 

endowed  with  extraordinary  powers  of  enlarged,  but  that  it  shall  be  increased  to  an 

ind  comprehension  of  mind.    At  the  extent  to  which  we  can,  at  present,  affix  no  limita. 

re,  he  understood  the   Greek,  Latin,  And  if  our  intellectual  views  shall  be  immensely 

ind  French  languages  ;  at  the  age  of  expanded  in  the  realms  of  lighs  ^o  "^^y  rest  as- 

Mild  translate  any  part  uf  the  Hebrew  sured  that  all  those  branches  of  useful   science 

B  into  Latin,  and  could    repeat   the  which  assbt  us  in  exploring  the  operations  of  the 

brew  Psalter  ;  arid  before  ho  had  com-  Almighty,  will  not  only  be  cultivated,  but  carried 

tenth  year,  he  drew  up  a  Hebrew  lexi-  to  their  highest   pilch  of  perfection.      For  tho 

omnKxi  and  difficult  words,  to  which  he  faculties  wc  now  possess  will  not  only  remain 

tny  curious  critical  remarks.     In  Ins  in  action,  but  will  be  strengthened  and  invigora- 

year  he  published,  in  two  volumes  oc-  ted ;  and  tho  rau«re  of  objects  on  which  they  will 

inslatton  from  the  Hebrew   of  Rabbi  bo  employed  will  be  indefinitely  extended.      To 

's  "  Travels  in  Europe,  Adia  and  Af-  suppose  otherwise,  would  bo  to  supiiose  man  to 

ih  historical  and  critical  notes  and  di»-  be  deprived  of  his  intellectual  powers,   and  of 

I ;  the  whole  of  which  he  completed  in  tlie  faculty  of  reasoning,  as  soon  as  he  entered 

is.    In  tho  midst  of  these  studies,  he  the  confines  of  the  eternal  world.'*'     When  we 

i  pliilosophical  and  mathematical  pur-  enter  that  world  we  carry  with  us  the  moral  and 

in  his  fVuiteenth  year  invented  a  me-  intellectual  faculties,  of  which  we  are  now  con- 
covering  tho  bngitude  at  sea,  which  ex-  sciotis,  and,  along  with  them,  all  those  ideas  and 
e  strongest  markn  of  superior  abilities,  all  that  knowledge  which  we  acquired  in  the 
inter  he  read  twenty  great  folios,  with  present  state.  To  imagine  that  our  present  fit* 
ention  of  a  vast  comprehensive  mind,  culties  will  be  tuentiaUy  changed,  and  the  ideas 
-apid  progress  in  intellectual  acquire-  we  have  hitherto  acquired  totally  lost,  woukj  be 
kingly  evinces  the  vigour  and  conipre-  nearly  the  same  as  to  suppose  that,  on  entering 
>f  the  human  faculties;  and  if  surh  tho  invisible  state,  men  will  be  transformed  into 
)  extensive  acquisitions  in  knowledge  a  new  order  of  beings,  or  be  altogether  annihi- 
ttained,  even  amidst  the  frailties  and  lated.  And,  if  our  present  knowledge  shall  not 
impediments  of  this  mortal  state,  it  is  be  destroyed  at  death,  it  must  form  the  ground- 
mceive,  with  what  energy  and  rapidity  work  of  all  the  future  improvements  we  may 
ubiime  investigations  may  be  prosecu-  make,  and  of  all  the  discoveries  that  may  be  un- 

future  world,  when  tho  spirit  is  con-  folded  to  our  view  in  the  eternal  stale, 

th  an  incorruptible  bcdy,  fitted  to  ac-  Again,  the  superior  intellectual  views  which 

it  in  all  its  movements ;  and  when  every  some  individuals  shall  possess  beyond  otherSy 

traction  which  now  impedes  its  activity  will  constitute  the  principal  distinction  between 

Nnpletely  removed.     The  flights  of  the  redeemed  men  in  the  heavenly  state.     The  prin- 

nius  that  ever  appeared  on  earth,  when  cipal  preparation  for  heaven  will  consist  in  re- 

with  the  rapid  movements  and  com-  newcd  dispositions  of  mind^in  the  full  exercise 
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cf  love  to  Qod,  and  love  to  all  subordinate  holy  we  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that  an  ifnorsBtprih 

intelligences,  and  in  all  the  diversified  rarotfica-  fligaie,  who  has  been  brought  to  repentaaer, 

tions  of  action  into  which  these  grand  principles  and  to  "  tlie  knowledge  of  the  truth,"  only  a  few 

necessarily  diverge.   When  arrived  at  that  happy  hours  before  his  entrance  into  the  world  of  sp- 

world  tlie  saints  will  feel  themselves  to  be  all  rita,  shall,  at  tlie  moment  he  has  arrived  in  ibe 

equal, — as  they  were  onco  "  children  of  disobe-  world  of  bliss,  acquire  those  enlarged  coooep- 

dience  even  as  others,"  as  they  were  all  redeemed  tions  of  divine  truth,  which  an  Owen,  a  WaUs, 

**  by  the  precious  blood  of  Christ,"  as  they  were  a  Doddridge,  or  a  Dwight,  attained  at  the  sane 

renewed  by  the  influence  ol'  the  Spirit  of  grace,  stage  of  their  existence  ?  or  that  a  Hottentot, 

•—OS  they  stand  in  the  relation  of  brethren  in  who  had  been  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  Cbris- 

Chri:»t,  and   '*  sons  and  daughters  of  the  Lord  tianity  only  during  the  last  month  of  his  life, 

GiKJ  Almighty,"  as  they  are  the  companions  of  shall  enter  into  heaven  with  the  expansive  views 

angels,  and  kings  and  priests  to  the  Gud  and  of  a  Newton  or  a  Boyle  ?    Such  a  sapposition 

Fatlier  of  all.     Without  \he  exercise  of  holy  dis-  would  involve  a  reflection  on  the  witdom  of  the 

positions,  heaven  coald  not  exist,  although   its  divine  administration,  and  would  lead  ua  to  co»- 

inhabitanta  had  reached  the  hiiihest  pitch  of  in-  elude,  that  all  the  labour  bestowed  by  the  iUas- 

tellectual  improvement ; — and  all  who  shall  ulti-  trious  characters  now  alluded  to,  in  order  to  ka- 

mately  be  admitted  into  that  happy  state,  will  prove  in  the  knowledge  of  divine  subjects,  was 

feel  that  they  are  eternally  indebted  for  the  pri-  quite  unnecessary,  and  even  somewhat  iqiproack- 

vileges  and  the  felicity  they  enjoy,  to  '*  Him  that  ing  to  egregious  trifling, 
■ita  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  who  was        Not  only  will  the  views  of  the  saints  in  heaves 

■lain,  and  redeemed  them  to  God  by  his  blood."  be  difllsrent  in  point  of  expansion  and  extent,  but 

But,  notwithstanding,  tliere  will  be  a  consider-  their  love  to  God,  and  the  virtoea  anJ  graces 

tble  difference,  at  least  in  the  first  instance,  in  which  flow  from  this  principle,  will  be  dirainisbfld 

regard  to  the  ejepantion  of  their  inteUeelual  vtnot.  or  increased,  or,  at  least,  somewhat  modified  by 

In  this  point  of  view,  it  is  impossible  to  suppose  the  narrowness  or  expansion  of  their  intelleetml       \ 

that  they  can  be  all  equal.     Suppose  a  Negro  views.     If  it  be  admitted,  thai  the  more  we 

riave,  who  had  been  recently  converted  to  Chris-  know  of  God  the  more  ardently  shall  we  love 

tianity,  and  a  profound  Christian  philosopher,  to  him, — it  will  follow,  that,  in  proportion  as  wa 

enter  the  eternal  world  at  the  same  time,  is  it  acquire  a  comprehensive  and  enlightened  viasr 

reasonable  to  believe,  that  there  would  bo  no  dif-  of  the  operations  of  God  in  the  works  of  creatia»«^ 

ference  in  tlie  amplitude  of  their  intellectual  in  the  scheme  of  providence,  and  in  the  plan 

views?    They  would  both  feel  themselves  deli-  redemption,  in  a  similar  proportion  wiH  our' 

vered  from  sin  and  sorrow,  they  would  he  filled  and  adoration  of  his  excellencies  be  ardent 

with  admiration  and  wonder  at  the  new  scenes  expansive.     In  this  point  of  view,  *^  the 

which  opened  to  their  view,  and  would  be  in-  in  light"  will  make  improvement  in  hoi 

■pired  with  the  most  lively  emotions  of  humility  throughout  all  the  ages  of  eternity,  thoo^, 

and  reverence;  but  if  each  of  i  hem  carried  along  every  stage  of  their  existence,  they  will 

with  him  that  portion  of  knowledge  which  he  pure  and  unmingled  bliss.  Every  science  they  cal-^ 

acquired  in  the  present  life,  there  behoved  to  be  tivate,  and  every  stage  to  which  they  advance  il 

a  considerable  diflference  in  the  comprehension  intellectual  improvement,  will  enable  them  todia- 

of  their  views  and  the  range  of  their  intellectual  cover  new  glories  in  the  divine  diameter,  wfaidi 

factiltics ;    unless    we  suppose  that   a  chango  will  raise  tbeir  affections  to  Gk)d  still  higher, 

amounting  to  a  miracle  was  effected  in  the  mind  and  render  their  conformity  to  his  moral  inage 

of  the  Negro,  whose  mental  views  were  pre-  more  complete. 

viously    circuuiscribed   within    the   narrowest        It  has  frequently  been  a  subject  of  diacuaaMi 

limits.    And,  to  suppose  such  a  miracle  wrought  among  theologians,   "  Whether  there  ahall  ke 

in  every  individual  case,  would  not  only  be  eon-  degrees  of  glory  in  heaven."     This  qnettioB 

trary  to  every  thing  we  know  of  the  general  plan  may  be  easily  settled,  if  there  be  any  weight  il 

of  the  divine   procedure,    but   wouU   destroy  the  remarks  and  considerations  now  atated.    In 

almost  every  motive  that  should  now  induce  us  so  far  as  there  is  a  difference  in  the  vigowaad 

to  make  progress  *'  in  the  knowledge  of  our  Lord  expansion  of  the  intellectual  powers,  and  in  the 

and  Saviour  Jesus  Christ,"  and  m  our  views  of  amplitude  of  objects  they  are  enabled  toesBbmbr, 

the  works  and  dispensations  of  the  Almighty,  in  so  far  may  there  be  aaid  to  be  "  degreea  if 

In  the  course  of  ages,  indeed,  the  Negro  may  glory  :"  and  a  superiority,  in  this  respect,  sMybs 

equal  the  philosopher  in  the  extent  of  his  inteK  considered  as  the  natural  reward  which 

leetual  acquisitions;  but,  in  the  first  instance,  panies  the  diligent  improvement  of  oar  tliM 

both  Scripture*  and  reason  declare,  that  a  dif^  faculties  upon  earth,  though  such  adistinolioB 

ftrence  must  exist,  unless  the  laws  which  govern  never  be  supposed  to  produce  any  dispoaitiaii 

the  intelleotual  worki  be  entirely  subverted.  Can  approaching  to  envy,  as  so  frequently  Iwpysws  in 

the  present  state.    On  the  contrary,  it  imj  ba 

•8wDaa.xii.i.  iOor.xT.4i,it.  Ilatt.finr.l4,fte.  lopiKwedtoprodiMeabolyamMilalioBio 
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bcaltjr,  to  cultivate  evory  brmnch  of  ccles-  only  to  which  I  rafer.— Nor  should  h  be  consi- 

4ial  acieoco,  and  to  increase  in  the  knowJeJge  <>f  dered  as  presumption,  to  endeavour  to  ascertain 

God.     In  corroboration  of  these  views,  we  are  these  general  principles  or  necensary  relations  of 

told  in  Scripture,  that  ihe  reward  bestowed  on  ihings.      The   Crrntor  evidently  intende<i  we 

those  servants  to  wliein  talents  were  intrusted,  should  know  thorn  ;    siiico  he  hasexhihited  such 

was  in  profmrtiun  to  (he  inprovenit-Dt  (hey  had  an  immense  variety  i^  hifi  works  befi^re  us,  aiul 

made  ;  aoti  that,  at  the  c'um9  of  timo,  the  saints  han  bcstnwud  U[>on  u<  farullies  adequate  to  cx- 

wil!  presunt  as  appearance  analui;i)us  to  thai  of  ploro  their  magnitude  and  arrangemimt,  to  in- 

fhe  sfian^led  firmament ;  for  "  ast  one  star  dif-  vestigate  the  laws  which  direct  their  niotioiu*, 

fereth  frum  another  star  in  glory,  so  also  is  the  and  to  perceivo  their  connection  and  dependency, 

resurrtfclion  from  the  dead."     And  the  reason  of  and  some  of  tlie  grand  designs  for  which  they 

this  difference  is  intimated  by  the  profihet  Da>  were  intended, 
aiel,  "  Thej  that  excel  in  wisdom  Khali  sliinc  as 

the  brightness  of  the  firmament ;  and  they  that  To  every  thing  that  has  just  now  been  stated 

turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the  stars  for  ever  in  relation  to  the  prosecution  of  science  in  the 

and  ever."  celestial  world,  I  am  aware  it  will  be  objected 

by  ^me.  that  such  knowltyl^e,  if  it  be  requisite 
If  ihe  remarks  now  stated  have  any  solid  foun-  in  a  future  state,  will  be  acquired  by  immediate 
daticKi,  it  will  (oUoWy  that  what  is  generally  term-  intuition,  or  communicated  in  a  direct  maner  by 
edAKSiciitseiefiee,  ought  not  tube  itnliscriminately  the  Creator  him«cif. — For  such  an  amumption, 
considered  as  haviag'a  relation  merely  to  the  however,  ihouf/ii  frequently  reiterated,  there  is 
present   world.     Such  an   idea   would  tend   to  no  foundation  in  any  passage  of  Scripture  when 
(lamp  our  ardour  in  the  prosecution  of  scientific  rationally  interpreted ;  and  it  is  repugnant  to  tho 
knowledj{«»,  and  immensely  to  lessen  its  value,  clearest  dictates  of  reason.     It  is  contrary  to  eve- 
He  who  prosecutes  science  as  a  subject  of  specu-  ry  regular  mode  with  whbh  we  are  acquainted, 
iaiioa  merely  in  reference  to  the  contracted  span  by  which  rational  beings  are  conducted  to  know- 
of  human  life,  acts  from  very  mean  and  narrow  ledge  and  happiness  ;  it  would  imply  a  continued 
views,  and  may  bo  considered,  in  some  points  of  miracle — it  would  supersede  the  use  of  the  inteU 
riewy  as  little  superior  to  the  avaricious  man  lectual  faculty — and  it  would  ultimately  detract 
whose  mind  is  completely  absorbed  in  the  acqui-  from  the  felicity  of  intelligent  agents.     Fur, 
•ition  of  the  perishing  treasures  of  this  world,  a  great  part  of  the  happiness  of  finite  intelli- 
The  Christian  philosof>her,  who  traces  the  per-  gences  arise  from  the  gradual  evolution  of  truth, 
fections  and  the  a;^ncy  of  God  in  every  object  m  consequence  of  the  exercise  of  their  rational 
of  his  investigation,  ought  to  consider  his  present  powers.     Were  all  our  knowledge  in  a  future 
p*tnuits  as  the  commencement  of  a  course  of  state  to  be  acquired  by  immediate  intuition,  or 
improvement  which  will  have  no  termination —  by  direct  supernatural  communications  from  the 
%•    introductory  to  the  employments  and  the  Deity,  our  rational  faculties  would,  in  many 
pleasures  of  a  higher  state  of  existence— and  as  respects,  be  bestowed  in  vain.    It  appears  to  be 
■ilbrding  him  a  more  advantai^euus  outset  into  one  of  the  naain  desiuns  for  which  these  faculties 
^hat  better  world  than  ha{)pens  to  those  who  are  were  bestowed,  that  we  might  be  directed  in  the 
destitute  of  his  enlargijd  views.     For  th«»  more  prosecutiuii  of  knowledge,  and  led  to  deduce, 
We  know  at  present  of  the  wonders  of  infinite  from  the  scones  of  the  visible  universe,  those 
power,  wisdom,  and  goodness,  in  the  material  conclusions  which  will  gradually  expand  our  views 
^orks  of  the  Almighty,  it  is  obvious,  that  tlie  of  the  plans  and  (>crftictiouR  of  its  Almighty  Au- 
^iter  prepared  we  jchall  be  for  more  enlarged  tliur.     Adam,    when   in  -a  state  of  innocence, 
c^lemplations  of  them  at  a  future  period,  and  (an<l  his  condition  in  that  state,  as  a  moral  agent 
^greater  pleasure  shall  we  feel  in  beholding  was  precisely  similar  to  the  state  of  good  men 
'  <         those  objects  and  operations,  which  are  now  hid  in  a  future   world,  except  his  liability  to  fall) 
-  -.        tn  obscurity,  unveiled  to  view.  was  not  acquainted,  in  the  first   instance,  with 
'  I           Id  throwing  out  tho  preceding  reflections,  I  every  object  in  the    world  in   which  he    was 
ta  tu  from  pretending  to  determine  the  particu-  placed,  and  their  various  relations  to  each  other. 
=  \       ^arrangements  which  the  Almighty  has  f)rm-  He  could  not  know,  for  example,  the  peculiar 
ediQ  relation  to  our  future  destination,  or  the  scenery  of  nature  which  existed  on  the  side  of 
Pirticalar  circumstances  which   may  exist  in  tho  globe  (^]K>site  to  that  on  which    he  was 
ocker  worlds.     These  things  lie  altogether  be-  placed.     He  must  have  exercised  his  senses,  his 
rnd  the  range  of  our  investigation,  and  must,  locomotive  faculties,  and  his  reasoning  powers, 
'^.  t      iWefore,  remain  inscrutable  in  our  present  state,  and  made  observations  and  experimental    re- 
But  there  are  certain  general  principles  or  re-  searches   of  various  kinds,  before  he   became 
Uiions  which  necessarily  flow  from  the  nature  of  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  structure,  the 
lUsgs,  whidi  must  be  considered  as  included  order  and  beauty  of  his  terrestrial  habitation. — 
vitbio  any  particular  arrangements  which  may  For  to  suppose  man,   in  any  state,  a  mere  pos- 
^  \      be  formed;   and,  it  is  such  general  principles  sive  subject  of  intellectual  and  external  impres- 
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rioos,  would  be,  to  reduce  him  to  something  like  tion  on  the  divine  divpen8atiani»  and  dbe  excf* 

a  mere  machine  ;  and  would  imply  a  subversion  cise  of  their  mental  powers,  it  is  unreasonibb 

of  all  the  established  laws  which  regulate  the  to  suppose,  that  man,  even  in  a  higher  sphort  of 

operations  of  matter  and  intellect  throughout  the  existence,  will  acquire  all  his  knowledge  at  oaee, 

universe.  or  without  the  exertion  of  those  lAtellactiial  ca* 

We  know,  likewise,  that  truth  is  gradually  ergies  with  which  hu  is  endowed, 

developed  even  to  superior  intelligences.     The  In  short,  were  the  saints  in  heaven  to  acquks 

manifold   wisdom  of  Gud  in  reference  to  the  all  their  knowledge  as  soon  as  they  entered  oo 

diurch,  and  the  plans  of  his  grace  in  relation  to  that  scene  of  happiness,  we  most  suppose  then 

the  Qentile  world,  were,  in  some  meamjre,  veiled  endowed  with  capacities,  not  only  superior  to  the 

to  the  angels,  till  the  facts  of  the  death  uid  re-  most  esalted  seraphim,  but  even  approximaiing 

surrection  of  Christ,  and  the  preaching  and  mir-  to  the  infinite  comprehensipo  of  the  Deity  hin- 

acles  of  the  Apostles  were  exhibited  to  their  self.    For  the  range  of  inveatigatioB  presented 

view  \*  and  hence  they  are  represented  as  "  de-  to  intelligent  beings  is  boundless,  extending  to  iB 

airing  to  look  into,"  or  prying  with  avidity  into  the  objects  and  moral  dispensations  of  God, 

the  mysteries  of  redemption  ;  which  evidently  throughout  the  immensity  of  his  empire.    And 

impliesi  the  active  exertion  of  their  powers  of  could  we  suppose  finite  minds  capij>ie  of  e» 

reason  and  intelligence,  and  their  gradual  ad-  bracing  the  whole  of  this  range  of  objects  at  om 

vancement  in  the  knowledge  of  the  purposes  and  comprehensive  grasp,  their  mratal  anergy  wodd 

pUns  of  the  Almighty.    And,  if  beings  far  mi-  soon  be  destroyed,  and  their  felicity  teminate; 

perior  to  nmn  in  intellectual  capacity,  acquire  for  they  could  look  forward  to  no  fiurther  expaa- 

dieir  knowledge  in  a  graehud  manner,  by  rediec-  sioQ  of  their  views,  nor  to  a  sucoessioo  ofa  new 

range  of  objects  and  operatioiM  throo^  all  Aa 

*  ^Btm,  m.  6-u .  iiitura  ages  of  eternity. 


PART  III. 

OH  THB  AIDS  WHICH  THE  DI800VERIE8  OF  SCIENCE  AFFORD,  FOR  EFABLDIO  US  TO 
A  CONCEPTION  OF  THE  PERPETUAL  IMPROVEMENT  OF  THE  CELESTIAL  QTHABrrAllTB 
KNOWLEDGE  AND  FEUCITY. 

On  the  subject  ofa  future  world,  and  the  exer-  the  mind  assumes  the  semUsace  of  a  aplcnfi^^ 
ciaes  and  enjoyments  of  its  inhabitants,  many  chaotic  mass,  or  of  a  dazzling  tnit  UDdefioad 
foolish  and  inaccurate  conceptions  have  prevail-  teor.     The  term  Olory^Kod  its  kindred  epithets 
ed,  even  in  the  Christian  world.    We  are  as-  have  been  reiterated  a  thousand  times  in  ( 
sured,  that  the  foundation  of  the  felicity  to  be  tions  of  the  heavenly  state  ^ — the  redeemied  hai 
enjoyed  in  that  world,  rests  on  the  absence  of  been  represeuted  as  assembled  ia  one  vast 
every  evil,  and  tho  attainment  of  moral  perfec-  above  the  visible  concave  of  the  iky, 
tion — that  the  principle  of  depravity  must  be  with  ''  starry  crowns,"    drinking   at  ** 
destroyed,  and  the  affections  purified  and  refined,  fountains,"  and  making  *^  the  vault  of  beai 
before  we  can  enjoy  "  the  inheritance  of  the  ring*'  with  their  loud  acclamatioos.     The  Rt 
saints  in  light."    These  are  principles  which  deemer  himself  has  been  exhibited  at  so^Madad^ 
ure  clearly  exhibited  in  the  Scriptures,  which  are  like  a  statue  in  the  heavens  above  tfiia  i—wt<*^mr 
accordant  to  the  dictates  of  sound  reason,  and  crowd,  crowned  with  diadems,  and  encircM 
which  are  generally  recognised  by  the  various  with  a  refulgent  splendour,  while  the  aaaeably 
wctions  of  the  religious  world.    But  the  greater  of  the  heavenly  inhabitants  were  jwcsiiaalfjf  gas- 
part  of  Christians  rest  contented  with  the  most  ing  on  this  object,  like  a  crowd  of  tptrtllwt 
vague  and  incorrect  ideas  of  the  felicity  of  heaven,  gazing  at.  the  motion  of  aSi  air  baUooo,  or  of  a 
and  talk  and  write  about  it  in  so  loose  and  figu-  splendid  meteor.     Such  representation  are  ra- 
rative  a  manner,  as  cap  convey  no  rational  nor  pugnant  to  the  idem  intended  to  be  eonvtjftd  by 
definite  conception  of  the  sublime  contemplations  the  metaphorical  language  of  lospiraiioB,  whn 
and  employments  of  celestial  intelligences.     In-  stripped  of  its  drapery.     They  can  convaj  nodh 
stead  of  eliciting,  from  tho  metaphorical  language  ing  but  a  meagre  and  distorted  oooceptioii  of  iba 
of  Scripture,  tlK  ideat  intended  to  be  conveyed,  employments  of  the  celestial  state,  and  tend  cdNr 
they  endeavour  to  expand  and  ramify  the  figures  to  hewilder  the  imagination,  and  to  '^dtilrtli 
employed  by  tho  sacred  writers  still  fiirther,  counael  by  words  without  knoidedge." 
heaping  metaphor  upon  metaphor,  and  epithet        Hence  it  has  happened,  that  certain  iii6dd  toof^ 
opoo  epithet,  and  blending  a  number  of  discord-  fers  have  been  led  to  ccmclude,  tfiat  the  ChiMHi 
aat  kkwi  tHi  the  image  or  pictura  prattatad  to  Heaves  is  not  an  object  to  ba  daiirad ;  thd  !■«• 


Atter,  ftre  cakulated  to  expaihl  our  coii-  In  the  first  placoi  it  may  be  noticed,  that  a 
SI  mad  to  direct  our  views,  of  the  revela-  ▼eil  of  mystery  surrounds  severaJ  parts  of  the 
mtaiaed  in  the  fmner.  Without  taking  plan  of  redemption.  '*  Qod  manifested  in  tlio 
couBl  the  sublime  manifestations  of  the  flesh/*  the  intimate  onion  of  the  eternal  self- 
ezhibited'in  his  ▼isible  creation,  our  ideas  existent  Deity  with  "  the  man  Christ  Jesus," — 
iiial  bliss  mu<t  be  very  vague  and  cmfu-  is  a  mystery  impenetrable  to  finite  minds.  But 
Jourhopesf>f  full  and /^er^Wva/ enjoyment  the  eternity,  the  omnipresence,  and  the  om- 
'uture  state,  extremely  feeble  and  languid,  ni^cience  of  (he  Deify,  are  equally  mysterious; 
ihe  very  constiiulion  of  the  human  mind,  for  ihcy  are  equally  incomprehensible,  and  must 
irs,  that  in  order  to  enjoy  uninterrupted  for  ever  remain  incomprehensible  to  all  limited 
»!i,  without  satiety  or  di«igust,  it  is  rcqui'  intelligences.  It  is  equally  incompruhcnsible, 
.t  new  objects  and  new  trains  of  thought  that  a  scnitittvo  being  iihould  exist,  furnished  with 
inually  oi>ening  to  view.  A  perpetual  re-  all  the  organs  and  functions  requisite  fur  animal 
e  of  the  same  objtrcts  and  perceptions,  life,  and  yet  of  a  size  ten  thousand  times  less 
ir  sublime  in  themselves,  and  however  in-  than  a  mite.  These  arc  facts  which  must  be 
1 2  and  deli{;htful  they  may  have  been  felt  admitted  on  the  evidence  of  sense  and  of  reason, 
period,  cannot  liTorii  uninterrtipted  grati-  but  they  lie  altogether  beyond  iho  sphere  of  our 
to  minds  endowed  with  capacious  powers,  com|>rehension. — Now,  an  object  which  involves 
pable  of  ranging  through  the  depth:*  of  a  mystery  cannot  be  supjiosed  to  exercise  and 
lily.  But  all  the  objects  in  this  sublunary  entertain  the  mind  through  eternity,  considered 
nd  its  enviroo.«,  and  all  the  events  recortU  simply  as  incomprehennliUf  without  being  asso- 
icred  and  profane  history,  arc  not  sutfi-  ciatud  with  other  objects  which  lie  within  tlie 
>  occupy  the  expansive  minds  of  renovated  range  of  finite  comprehension  ;  otherwise,  re- 
encci  for  a  million  of  ages,  much  less  flections  on  the  eternity  and  omnipresence  of 
loiit  an  endless  duration  of  existence.  A  Qod,  considered  purely  as  abstractions  of  the 
of  objects  and  of  moral  dispensations,  mind,  might  gratify  the  intellectual  facuhies,  in 
Ktcn»ive  than  tliose  immediately  connect-  the  future  world,  in  as  high  a  degree  as  any 
I  the  globe  wo  inhabit,  roust,  therefore,  thing  that  is  mysterious  in  the  scheme  of  r^ 
jiosed  to  engage  the  attention  «if  *Mh«  demption.  But  it  is*  quite  evident,  that  petpe* 
'jf  just  men  made  perfect,"  during  the  re-  tual  reflection  on  infinite  space  and  eternal  dura- 
is  of  eternal  ages;  in  order  that  their  fa-  tion,  abKtractly  considered,  caimot  produce  a 
may  be  gratified  and  expanded — that  new  very  high  degree  of  mental  enjoyment,  unleM 
»f  the  divine  character  may  be  unfolded —  when  considered  in  their  relation  to  objects  more 
.t  in  the  contemplation  of  his  perfections,  definite  and  comprrhnnsible  Such  contempbi- 
av  enjoy  a  perpetuity  of  bliss.  tinns,  however,  will,  doubtless,  bo  mingled  with 
IS  been,  indeed,  a'sserted  by  some,  that  a!l  the  other  viows  and  investigations  of  the  saints 
ivsterien  of  redemption  will  be  sufficient  in  the  heavenly  world.  In  proportion  as  they 
d  scope  hr  the  delightful  invcstipatirm  of  advance  through  myriads  of  ages  in  the  cotir<e  uT 
Its  to  all  eternity."  It  io  readily  admitted,  unlimited  duration,  and  in  f»roportion  to  the  eiK 
mteraplations  uf  the  divine  perfections,  as  larged  views  they  will  acquire,  of  the  distances 
ed  in  human  redemption,  and  of  the  hIu-  ami  magnitudes  of  the  numerous  bodies  which 
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riotw  in  tlie  economy  of  human  redemption  ;  and,     about  to  rMurn  to  onr  lerreatrial  g^knre,  to-m^ 
if  what  has  beuu  now  said  be  admitted,  it  will     nion  all  the  tribes  of  men  to  the  general  jud^ 
ibllow  that  such  raysierien,  considered  merely  m     ment?  I'lie  &cis  in  relation  to  thefWi  aod  sian 
incomprehensible   realities,   could  not  afford  a     lar  circumstances,  still  remain  to  be  disclosedp 
rapturous  train  of  thought  to  entertain  the  mind     and  the  Aiture  details  which  may  be  given  U 
throughout  the  ages  of  eternity.     It  is  definite     such  interesting  particulars,  cannot  (ail  to  bt 
and  tangible  objects,  and  not  abstract  mysteries,     highly  gratifying  to  every  one  of  the  *'  redeemed 
that  constitute  the  proper  subject  of  coiaempla*     from  anion^  men."    But  still,  it  must  be  admiu 
tioo  to  a  rational  mind.     Fur  although  we  were     ted,  that  although  the  details  respecting  each  of 
lo  ponder  on  what  is  incomprehensible,  such  as     the  facts  lo  which  I  allude,  were  to  occupy  the 
the  eternity  of  Grod,  for  millions  of  years,  we     period  of  a  llMku^and  years,  the  subject  would 
should  be  as  far  from  comprehending  it,  or  acqui-     soon  be  exhausted,  if  other  events  and  circum- 
ring  any  new  ideas  respecting  it,  at  the  end  «f    stances,  and  another  train  of  divine  dispeosalioos 
such  a  period,  as  at  the  present  moment.  were  not  at  the  same  time  presented  lo  view; 

In  the  next  place,  redemption  may  be  consi>  and  the  future  periods  of  eternal  duration  would 
dered  in  reference  to  the  iniportantybels  connect-  be  destitute  of  that  varUtif  and  navdtjf  of  pros- 
ed with  it,  in  which  point  of  view,  chiefly,  it  be-  pect  which  are  requisite  to  secure  perpetual  ei^ 
comes  a  tangible  object  lor  the  exercise  of  the    joy  ment. 

moral  and  intellectual  powers  of  man  .These  Tiie  other  class  of  facts  relates  to  the  redeem- 
fiusts  relate  either  to  the  **  man  Chrbt  Jesus,  the  ed  themselves,  and  comprehends  those  diversified 
Mediator  between  Qod  and  man,"  or  to  the  circumstances  in  the  course  of  providence,  by 
saints  whose  redemption  he  procured.  The  means  of  which  they  were  brought  to  the  koov- 
general  fiicts  which  relate  to  Christ,  while  he  Mge  of  salvation,  and  conducted  through  the 
sojourned  in  our  world,  are  recorded  in  the  New  scenes  of  mortality  to  the  enjoyment  of  eodlctf 
Testament  by  the  Evangelists.  Tliese  compre-  felicity.  These  will,  no  doubt,  afibrd  topics  of 
hend  his  miraculous  conception,  and  the  circum-  interesting  discourse,  to  diversify  and  enlives 
stances  which  attended  his  birth ;  his  private  tlfe  exercises  of  the  saints  in  heaven.  But  ths 
residence  im  Naiareth ;  his  joumies  as  a  public  remark  now  made  in  reference  to  the  other  &etf 
teacher  through  the  land  of  Judea ;  his  mirades,  alluded  to  dbove,  is  equally  applicable  bers. 
Buflforings,  crucifixion,  resurrection,  and  sscensioa  The  series  of  divine  dispensations  towards  everjr 
to  heaven.  There  is  doubtless  a  vsriety  of  inter-  individual,  though  different  in  a  few  subordin- 
esting  facts,  besides  those  recorded  in  the  Gos-  ate  particulars,  partakes  of  the  same  character, 
pels,  with  which  it  would  be  highly  gratifying  to  and  wears  the  same  general  aspect.  But  although 
become  acquainted :  sudi  as,  the  manner  in  which  the  dispensations  of  Providence  towards  every 
he  wpent  his  life,  from  the  period  of  the  first  dawn-  one  of  the  redeemed  were  as  different  from  ano- 
ings  of  reason,  to  the  time  of  his  commencing  his  ther  as  it  is  possible  to  conceive,  and  although  a 
public  administrations — the  various  trains  of  hundred  years  were  devoted  to  the  details  fiv- 
thought  that  passed  through  his  mind — the  men-  nished  by  cvwy  ttaint,  eternity  woiJd  not  be  ex- 
tal  and  corporeal  exercises  in  which  he  engaged  hausted  by  such  themes  alone. 
—the  sqpiul  intor6ourscs  in  which  he  mingled —  Again,  it  has  been  frequently  asserted,  that 
the  topics  of  conversation  he  suggested — the  the  saints  in  heaven  will  enjoy  perpetual  rapture 
amuseroenls  (if  any)  in  which  he  indulged — the  in  continually  gazing  on  the  glorified  humanity 
pious  exercises  and  sublime  contemplations  in  of  Christ  Jesus.  The  descriptions  sometimos 
which  he  engaged,  when  retired  from  the  haunts  given  of  this  circumstance,  convey  the  idea  of  a 
aiid  the  society  of  men  ; — and  particularly  those  vast  concour&e  of  spectators  ga/ing  upon  a  re- 
grand  and  iii>portant  transactions  in  which  he  splendent  figure  placed  upon  an  eminence  in  the 
has  been  employed,  since  that  moment  when  midst  of  ibeni, — which,  surely,  roiBt  convey  a  very 
a  cloud  interposed  between  his  glorified  body,  imperfect  ami  distorted  idea  of  the  sublime  employ- 
and  the  eyes  of  his  disciples,  afler  his  ascent  ments  of  the  saints  in  light.  The  august  splen* 
from  Mount  Olivet — What  regions  of  the  mate-  dours  of  the  *'  man  Christ  Jesus,'*  the  ezidted 
rial  universe  he  piMsed  through  in  his  triumphant  station  be  holds  in  the  upper  world,  the  occasioiH 
ascent — what  intelligence  of  his  achievements  he  al  intercourse  wluch  all  his  saints  wiQ  hold  with 
conveyed  to  other  worlds — what  portion  ol  the  him,  the  lectures  on  the  plans  and  operatioiis  of 
immensity  of  space,  or  what  globe  or  material  Deity  with  which  he  nay  entertain  them  th# 
fabric  is  the  scene  of  his  more  immediate  resi-  splemlid  scenes  to  which  he  may  guide  fhea 
dence— what  are  the  external  Splendours  and  pe-  — and  many  other  circumstances — will  excit* 
culiarities  of  that  glorious  world — what  inter-  tho  most  rapturous  admiration  of  Him  who  is 
course  he  has  with  the  spirits  of  just  men  made  "  the  brightness  of  the  Father's  glory.**— Bnu 
perfect;  with  Enoch  and  Elijah,  who  are  already  since  the  glorified  body  of  Christ  is  a  maUriti 
lumished  with  bodies,  and  with  other  orders  of  sii6stonce,  and,  consequently,  limited  to  a  certain 
celestial  intelligences — what  scenes  and  move-  portion  of  space,  it  cannot  be  supposed  to  bo  al 
will  take  place  in  that  world,  when  he  ia     all  times  within  the  view  of  every  "*>*i'*i»tnt  si 
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knvcn ;  and  tliboogb  it  ware,  the  nwtmal  iplen-  pounded  Mibstuice,  having  no  vuible  (bno,  nor 

doure  of  thai  body»  however  august  and  asto-  eensible  quantities,  "  inhabiting  eiemiiy,"  and 

niehing,  camiol  be  tuppowd  to  afford  n«w  and  filiiug  imniensiiy  with  his  presence — his  cssen- 

vmrted  grati6cation,  throughout  an   endless  sue-  tiat  glory  cannot  form  an  object  for  the  direet 

casBioa  of  duration.    He  will  be  chiefly  recugni-  eotUemplation  of  any  finite  iotulligence.      His 

•ed  as  the  Htrndtj^  the  redeemed  family  of  nun,  gi'^^t  or,  in  other  words,  the  grandeur  of  his 

"in  whoa  are  hid  all  the  treasures  of  wisdom  perfections,  cdn  be  traced  only  in  the  extenial 

«nd  knowledge,"  who  will  gradually  reveal  the  manifertation  which  he  gives  of  himself  in  the 

secret  counsels  of  God,  and  direct  his  sainis  to  raaterbl  creation  which  his  pow«r  has  brought 

those  displays  nf  divine  glory  which  will  enligh-  into  existence— in  the  various  orders  of  inteili- 

Icn  and  eotertaio  their  mental  powers.     This  genres  with  which  he  has  peopled- it — and  in  his 

•eems  to  be  iaiimated  in  sudi  representations  as  luoral  dispensations  towaitU  all  worlds  and  be- 

the  foUowingy— "  The  Lamb  that  is  in  the  midst  ings  which  now  exist,  or  may  hereafter  exist, 

«f  the  ihraas  shall  feed   ihem,  and  shall  lead  tliroughout  his  bouudless  empire. 

fhem  to  liviog  fiMMltins  of  water.**    By  direct-  It  is  in  this  point  of  view,  that  our  knowledge 

ing  their  attenlioB  to  those  objects  in  which  of  the  material  universe  assists  our  cooceptiooi 

diey  nay  behold  the  nuMrt  august  displays  of  of  the  scenes  of  a  future  stale,  and  throws  a  r»> 

diriao  perlsetioB,  and  teaching  them  in  what  fiilgence  of  light  on  the  employments,  and  the 

points  of  view  they  ought  to  be  contemplated,  and  uninterrupted  pleasures  of  the  redeemed  in  hea- 

whai  eondosioQS  ihey  oo^^t  to  deduce  from  tiiem,  ven.    By  the  discoveries  of  modem  science,  in 

**  be  wiUftad"  the  minds  of  his  people  with  divine  the  distant  regions  uf  s|>ace,  we  are  fully  assured, 

knowledge,  and  "  lead  them**  to  those  sublime  that  the  attributes  of  the  Deity  have  not  been 

aad  IraasportiDg  mans  of  thought,  which  will  fill  exercised  solely  in  the  construction  of  our  sub- 

tbsm  with  "joy  mspeakable  and  full  of  glory."  lunary  sphere,  and  uf  the  aivial  heavens  with 

Thus  it  appcan,  that  neither  tlie  mysteries,  which   it  is  encompassed,  nor  his  providential 

aor  die  Irsrtinr  fiKts  connected  widt  the  plan  of  regards  confined  to  tho  transactions  of  the  frail 

ndemptioa,  when  considered  merely  in  relation  beings  that  dwell  upon  its  surface,  but  extend  to  tho 

to  human  being*— can  be  supposed  to  be  the  prin-  remotest  spaces  of  the  universe.    Wo  know,  that 

opil  Bulj|ei!ti  of  oontenplation  in  the  heavenly  far  beyond  the  limits  uf  our  terrestrial  sbode,  the 

mis,  Bsr  stflkient  to  produce  those  diversified  Almighty  has  displayed  his  onuipoteiioe  iafram- 

puifioitioaa  which  are  requisite  to  insure  per-  ing  worlds  which,  in  magnitude,  and  in  splendour 

f*atl  enjoy  Ment  to  the  eapanded  intellects  of  re-  of  accompadiments,   far  surpass  this  globe  oa 

^NSMd  OMO  IB  the  fiiture  world— though  such  which  we  dwell.    Tho  eleven  planetary  bodiei 

i^flMiiiflslinns  will  undoubtedly  be  intermingled  which,  in  common  with  the  earth,  revolve  about 

*ihall  the  other  inteUectual  surveys  of  the  saints  the  sun,  contain  a  mass  of  matter  two  thousand 

k  Jury,  five  hundred  times  greater,  and  an  extent  of  sor- 

face  sufficient  to  support  an  assemblage  of  inha- 

I  oew  proceed  to  tho  principal  object  in  view,  bitants  three  himdrid  times  more  numerous  thap 

<>»Mly,  to  inquire,  what  other  ol^ects  will  em-  in  the  world  wliich  wu  inhabit.    The  dirine  lots- 

ptoy  ^  attention  of  good  men  in  the  world  to  dom  is  also  dis|)laycd  in  reference  to  these  vast 

*iKM,  and  what  Ught  the  material  works  of  God,  globes, — in  directing  their  motions,  so  as  to  pro- 

*Udi  havo  been  unfolded  to  our  view,  tend  to  duce  a  divertUy  o/$e€uonif  and  a  regular  suoces- 

^^(ow  upen  this  subject.  sion  uf  dr^  «md  night — in  surrounding  some  of 

The  fijundation  of  the  happiness  of  heavenly  them  with  moon*,  and  with  luminous  rings  of  a 

(■jcfiigenpes  being  laid  in  tlie  destruction  of  every  magnificent  size,  to  adorn  their  noctumid  hea- 

Viaeiple  of  moral  evil,— in  the  enjoyment  of  vons,  and  to  reflect  a  milc^radiance  in  the  absence 

^ail  perfection— and  in  the  removal  of  every  of  the  sun — in  encompassing  them  with  atmo^ 

pl?iieal  impediment  to  the  exercise  of  their  in-  phert*,    and    diversifying    Uieir   surface    with 

^dlactual  powers— they  will  be  fitted  for  the  most  mdunimtu  and  plaina.   These  and  other  arrango* 

M^ad  investigations,  and  for  the  most  enlarged  ments,  which  indicate  special  contrivance  and 

"mtniapliitinns      Ajid  one  of  their  chief  employ-  design,  show,  that  those  bodies  are  destined  by 

Knta,  of  course,  will  be,  to  investi^rate,  con-  the  Creator  to  be  the  abodes  of  inteUectual  b^ 

lOpUtv,  and  admire  the  glory  of  the  divine  ings,  who  partake  of  his  bounty,  and  ofler  to  him 

Nations.    Hence  it  is  declared  in  Scripture  a  tribute  of  adoration  and  praiso. 

V  ow  of  die  privileges  of  the  saints  in  light,  Althouj^  no  other  ol^ects  were  presented  to 

te**  A9  thaU  tee  Qvd  me  he  ie" — that  "  they  our  view,  except  those  to  which  I  now  allude, 

<UI  sse  his  fiMse**— and  that "  they  shall  behold  and  which  are  contained  within  the  Units  of  our 

^  ^Isi7,'*-«which  expressions,  and  others  of  system,  yet  even  here-— within  this  small  pru- 

(■■ilir  import,  plainly  intimate,  that  they  sliall  vince  of  the  kingdom  of  Jehovah— a  grand  and 

^fj  a  dearer  vision  of  the  divine  glory  than  in  diversified  scene  is  displayed  for  the  future  cob- 

^  pnsent  state.    But  how  is  this  vision  to  be  temptation  of  heavenly  intdligences.    But  it  ia 

«klMMlf    Tha Duty, being B^piritaaluMom-  afKt wfakhcuMtbiidii«Mtod«thatthesuBaiid 
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dl  hii  attendant  planets  fbrm  bat  a  imall  speck  ligem  beings :  since  in  tswery  part  of  the  tMiM 

in  th«*  map  of  the  universe.      How  grvat  soever  B}8tefn  which  liog  open  to  our  minute  in«p«!Ciiai^ 

this  e&rth,  with  its  vast  continents  and  mighty  it  appears,  that  matter  exists  solely  for  the  piv 

oceans,  may  appear  to  oor  eye,— ^howHtupemJuus  |)cee  of  sentient  and  intelligent  creatures.    Ai 

soever  the  great  globe  of  Ju|ii'ier,  which  would  t>ie  Creator  is  cuiioisient  hi  all  his  plans  and  cpe* 

contain  within  its  bowels  a  ihuasamd  worldH  as  rations,  it  is  b(*yonddi8paie,tiiatth(isc  great  glotiH 

large  as  ours— and  overwhelming  as    the  cun-  which  are  snypcnded  throiighoiK  the  vast  .«paoet  * 

ception  is,  that  the  sun  is  more  than  a  thousand  oftlieoniverse  ore  destined  to  some  noblfpurpo9et 

times  larffer  than  boili, — yet,  were  they  this  mo»  w<irihy  of  the  in6nite  power,  wisdom,  and  inielli* 

nent  detached  from  their  spheres,  and  blotted  out  geAce,  which  produced  tliem.     And  what  n«y 

of  existence,  there  are  worlds  within  the  range  of  Uiese  purposes  be  ?     Since  most  of  these  bodirf 

the  Almighty's  empire  where  such  an  awful  ca-  are  of  a  size  e()ual,  if  not  superior,  to  oof  sun,  »ti 

tattrophe  wmild  be  altogether  unkiwwn.    Nay,  shine  by  ihehr own  native  light,  we  are  led  bvanf 

wore  tlie  whole  cubical  space  occupied  by  the  togy  to  concfu«fe,  that  they  are  destined  to  subserve 

sohr  syhtem— «  space  S;800, 000.000  miles  in  a  simihir  purpose  in  the  system  of  nature — lofioar 

ffiameter — to  be  fbirmed  into  a  solid  globe,  con-  a  ffood  of  radiance  on  surrounding  worlds,  anlf 

laining  24,000,000,000,000,000,000,006,000,000  to  regulate  Uieir  motions  by  their  attractive  i«- 

ciibical  mile'j,  and  overspread  with  a  brilliancy  fluence.    So  that  each  of  these  luminaries  miy 

snperior  to  thftt  of  the  sun,  to  continue  during  be  considered,  not  merely  as  a  worM,  but  as  tte 

the  space  of  u  thousand  years  in  thia  splendid  centre  of  thirty,   sixty,  or  a  hnndrod  woridb 

state,  and  the»  to  be  extinguished  and  annihi*  among  which  they  distribBte  light,  and  heat,  aoi 

lated— 4here  are  beings,  who  resiile  in  spaces  comfort.*  | 

within  the  range  of  our  telescopes,  td  whom  its        if^  now,  we  attend  to  the  vaat  number  6t(bMK 

fveatioa  and  destrttetion  would  be  equally  un-  stupendous  globes,  we  riiall  perceive  what  an  ex' 

known ;  and  to  an  eye  which  could  take  in  the  tensive  fieki  of  soblime  inveatigation  lies  opents 

whole  compaM  of  nature,  it  might  be  altogether  aO  the  holy  intelligences  that  exist  in  creation, 

onheeded,  or,  at  most,  be  regarded  as  the  appear-  When  we  lift  our  eyes  to  the  noctomd  sky,  we 

anoe  and  disappearance  of  a  hx:ni  point  in  an  behold  several  hundreds  of  these  majestic  orbt, 

obscure  comer  of  the  universe— jost  as  the  de-  arranged  in  a  kind  of  magnificent  confiisicBi 

tiehment  of.  a  drop  of  water  firom  the  ocean,  or  glimmering  from  afar  oo  this  obscore  comer  of 

a  grain  of  bwmI  trcm  the  sea  shore  is  nnheeded  the  universe.    But  the  nooiber  of  stars,  visiUs 

by  a  oonuDoo  obserrer.  to  the  vulgar  eye,  is  extremely  small, --compared 

At  inmeasorable  distances  from  our  earth  and  ^ith  the  nomber  whidi  has  been  descried  bf 

system  immense  assemblages  of  shining  orbs  dis-  means  of  optical  instrtmenis.    In  a  small  poT' 

fihy  their  radiancBr    The  amazing  extent  of  that  fion  of  the  sky,  not  larger  than  the  apparent 

space  whidi  intervenes  between  onr  habitation  breadth  of  the  moon,  a  greater  number  of  stars 

and  these  resplendent  globes,  proves  their  im-  has  been  discovered  than  the  naked  eye  can  dia- 

mense  magnitude,  and  that  Ihey  shbe  not  with  cern  throughout  the  whole  vault  of  heaven.    In 

borrowed  Init  with  native  splendour.  From  what  proportion  as  the  magnifying  powers  of  the  tele- 

we  know  of  the  wisdom  and  intelligence  of  the  gcnpe  are  increased,  in  a  similar  proportion  da 

divine  Being,  we  may  safely  conclude,  that  be  the  stars  increase  upon  our  view.    They  seem 

has  created  nothing  in  vain  ;  and  consequently,  nuiged  behind  one  another  in  boundless  pcrspec- 

thst  these  enormous  globes  of  light  were  not  dis-  tive,  as  far  as  the  assisted  eye  can  reach,  leaving 

persed  through  the  universe,  merely  as  so  many  us  no  room  to  doubt,  that,  were  the  powers  of 

splendkl  tapers  to  illuminate  the  voids  of  infinite  our  telescopes  increased  a  thousand  tines  moir 

space.     To  admit,  for  a  moment,  such  a  suppo-  than  they  now  are,  millions  beyond  millions,  iir 

sition,  wooM  be  inconsistent  with  (he  marks  of  addition  to  what  we  now  behold,  wouki  start  up 

intelligenee  and  design  which  are  displayed  in  before  the  astonished  sight.    Sir  William  Her* 

all  the  other  scenes  of  nature  which  lie  within  nchel  informs  us,  that,  when  viewing  a  certate 

the  aphere  of  our  investigation.    It  would  repr»*  portion  of  the  Jtftfty  fVojf,  m  the  course  of  sevsB 

sent  the  Almighty  as  amusing  himself  with  minntes,  more  than  fifty  thoittand  start  passeif 

"^T^u    T'l^^^^^y^l^^'l^^^        -The  Author  wni  have  an  epportnnlty  of  Hiss 

With  the  adorable  Majesty  of  heaven,  and  which  ^^img  ihig  gubject.  In  minute  detalL  In  a  work  eft 

wouk)  tend  to  lessen  our  reverence  of  his  cha*  tKled,  The  scenery  of  the  hemven*  mptayeiC.  wM 


«cr, » ih.  «iy  wi*  Goi-if ««,  p«t  of  ^^;;;^^  z^'^^j^  IS^^'^i^SS^ 

BCtHrs>  IB  our  sublunary  system  is  destined  to  assumed  wfli  be  shown  to  have  ttae  force  ofanowt 

gome  pssticular  use  in  reference  to  sentient  be-  demonstration,  on  the  same  S«nanal  iwteeiplss  If 

1 it  -_„  #K«  wnnAAm  «NitM«  n£  A  BtiumMir  whlch  WO  prove  the  being  of  a  God,  and  the  BMM^ 

ings— If  even  ttae  moddy  waters  oi  a  stagnant  ^^    ^  ^      ,  y^j       ^  ^  ^^  known  ^  —  *- 


nool  ararreplsMsksd  with  myriads  of  inhabitants,  relatton  to  deterhiim  MOumtmv,  and  tlis  Mxmmm 

alwidd  we  for  »  mwneiit  doobt,  that  so  many  of  tbeheayens  wfil  be  mrticolarlr  deMOsd,  aBiM| 

T-^Ju    '       ^^T^  -uHr  K.—  •  Mlatinn  companied  with  original  remarks  and  moral  ai| 

iioysairii  of  nafnificent  gkibea  have  a  relatiQii  ,^u^^  reflecUons,  soasto  form  a ^ 

It  thv  aoBo— sditimi  md  happtean  of  loftsW  eiiapsBd  ef  popvlar 
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iha  field  of  bii  teJeteope,— snd  it  liM  been  ncenes  or  sablimily  mad  of  exqnbite  contrivance 

QBkulated,  thit  within  the  mn^je  of  such  an  in-  worthy  of  the  contemplation  of  every  rational 

Stniment,  applied  to  all  the  different  portion*  of  bring.     If  this  earth,  which  is  an  abode  of  apoe- 

tlM  6rfnamnit,  more  than  tighijf  mitfinw  of  itara  tate  men.  and  a  scene  of  moral  de|>ravity,  and 

^vould  be  rendered  visible.  whidi,  here  and  there,  lias  the  appear&nre  of 

Here,  then,  within  the  limits  of  that  circle  beinf{  the  ruins  of  a  former  wurhi— {iresenlH  the 

vrhicb  human  vision  has  esplored,  the  mind  per^  variegated  prospect  of  ioAy  niountainn,  n>man(ic 

ccivea,  not  merely  eighty  millions  of  worlds,  but,  della,  and  fertile    plauis  :    meandering  rivers, 

mX  least  thirt/  times  that  number  ;  for  every  star,  triiiisparent  lakes,  and  spacious   oceans  ;   ver- 

CODsidered  as  a  sun,  may  be  conceived  to  be  dant  landscapes,  adorned  with  fruitsi  and  fluwers, 

■orrouoded  by  at  least  thirty  planetary  globes;'*'  and  a  rich  variety  of  the  fmesx  culouis,  and  a 

•o  that  the  nn&b  system  of  the  universe  may  be  thousand  other   beauties  and  sublimities   that 

stated,  at  the  lowest  computation,  as  compre-  are  strewed  over  the  face  of  nature-^cw  grand' 

bending  withio  its  vast  Circumference,  2,400,-  and  magnificent  a  scenery  may   we  suppose, 

000,000  of  worlds  \    This  celestial  scene  pre-  must  be  presented  to  the  view,  in  those  worlds 

amtB  an  idea  so  august  and  overwhelming,  that  where  moral  evil  has  never  entered  to  derange 

the  mind  ia  coduuoded,  and  shrinks  back  at  die  the  harmony  of  the  Creator's  works— where  kive 

atiempt  of  Ibrming  any  definite  conception  of  a  to  the  Supreme,  and  to  one  another,  fires  the 

tnultitude  and  a  magnitude  so  far  bevond  the  bosoms  of  all  their  inhabitants,  and  produces  a 

\.   limits  of  its  ordinary  excursions.     If  we  can  rapturous  exultation,  and  an  incessant  adoration 

.    fcim  DO  adequate  idea  of  the  magnitude,  the  va-  of  the  Source  of  happiness!    In  such  worlds, 

riety,  and  economy  of  one  world,  how  can  we  we  may  justly  conceive,  that  the  sensitive  en- 

.  ,.  fcrm  a  just  conception  of  thou$anda?    If  akin-  joyments,  and  the  objects  of  beauty  and  gran- 

. ..   |k  miUum  of  objects  of  any  description  presents  deur  which  are  dis|>layed  to  their  view,  as  far 

![^     la  image  too  vast  and  complex  to  be  taken  in  at  exceed  the  scenery  and  enjoyments  of  this  workl| 

,  ..    MB  grasp,  how  shall  we  ever  attempt  to  compre-  as  their  moral  and  intellectual  qisalities  excel 

r '.'.  kead  an  object  so  vast  as  two  thousand  four  hun-  those  of  the  sons  of  men. 

.^    lad  millions  of  worlds !     None  but  that  Eter-  In  the  next  place, it  is  highly  reasonable  to  bo- 

..    Ml  Mind  whidi  counts  the  number  of  the  stars,  lieve,  that  an  ii\finUe  diversity  of  menery  exiala 

vhidk  called  them  from  nothing  into  existence,  throughout  all  the  worlds  whidi  compose  the 

<  -.;  lid  arraofed  them  in  the  respective  stations  universe ;  that  no  one  of  all  the  millions  of  sya- 

x^.   ^My  oocupj,  and  whose  eyes  run  to  and  fro  tems  to  which  I  have  now  adverted,  exactly  re- 

^  Arni^  the  unlimited  extent  of  creation— can  semblea  another  in  its  construction,  motions, 

... .    firm  a  dear  and  comprehensive  conception  of  order,  and  decorations.    There  appear,  indeed, 

.,     the  number,  the  order,  and  the  economy  of  this  to  bo  certain  taws  and  phenomena  which  are 

2^      vast  pmlioa  of  the  system  of  nature.  common  to  all  the  sjrstems  which  exist  within 

1^         But  here,  even  the  very  feebleness  and  obsco-  the  limits  of  human  vision.    It  is  highly  proba- 

rily  of  our  conceptions  tend  to  throw  a  radiance  ble  that  the  laws  of  gravitation  extend   their 

V.      on  the  subject  we  are  attempting  to  illustrate,  influence  through  every  region  of  space  occupied 

The  ma4(nitude  and  incom|>rehcnsibility  of  tlie  by  material  substances ;  and,  it  is  beyond  a 

object,  show  us,  how  many  diversified  views  of  doubt,  that  the  phenomena  of  vision,  and   the 

the  divine  glory  remain  to  be  displayed  ;  what  laws  by  which  light  is  reflected  and  refracted, 

an  infinite  variety  of  sublime  scenes  may  be  ai^  exiiftt  in  the  remotest  ro{;iuns  which  the  telescope 

fijrded  for  the  mind  to  expatiate  upon  ;  and  what  has  ex])lorcd.     For  the  li>!ht  which  radiates  from 

rapturous  trains  of  thought,  ever  various,  and  tho  most  distant  stars  (as  formerly  stated)  is 

,     ever  new,  may  succeed  each  other  without  in-  fuund  to  be  of  the  same  nature,  to  move  with  the 

terruplion,  iliroughout  an  unlimited  duration.  same  velocity,  to  be  refracted  by  the  same  lawsj 

Let  us  now  eixieavour  to  analyze  some  of  the  anl  to  exhibit  the  same  colours  as  the  light  which 

ehjects  presented  to  our  mental  sight,  in  this  proceeds  from  the  sun,  and  is  reflected  from  sur- 

vast  assemblage  of  systems  and  worlds,  wliich  rounding  objects.     The  medium  of  vision  must, 

lie  within  the  sphere  of  himian  vision.  therefore,  bo  acted  Ufion,  and  the  organs  of  sight 

The  first  idea  that  suggests  itself,  is,  that  they  perform  their  functions,  in  those  distant  regions, 

are  aH  material  ttntelur^ — in  the  formation  of  in  the  same  manner  as  takes  place  in  the  system 

(which,  infinite  wisdom  and  goodness  have  been  of  which  we  f<)rm  a  part,  or,  at  least,  in  a  man- 

«^»loyed ;  and  ooosequenlly,  they  must  exhibit  ner  somewhat  analogous  to  it.    Anid  this  cir- 

t  cumstance  shows,  that  the  Creator  evidently 

!        *  ■nsMrtar  system  cooststsofeleven  primary  and  intended  wo  should  form  some  fiunt  ideas,  at 

cUMeen  secondary  planets  ;   in  all  twenO'-nine,  le^t,  of  the  general  procedure  of  naun^  in  dis- 

taSdes  more  than  a  hundred  comets ;  and  It  Is  pro-  '     w.  :«  «^.,  ,V.  a.,^,  ^.,  ^v^wM^ntinn*  of 

ItfHe  that  seronl  planeury  bodies  exist  within  the  *•"*  worlds,  in  order  to  direct  our  conceptions  ol 

taritt  of  nur  system  which  have  not  yet  been  disco-  the  sublime  scenery  of  the  universe,  even  while 

Aetbaa  those  belonging  to  the  system  of  the  sua  But,  although  toe  vuibleBysteinim  toe  uniTene 
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upaar  to  be  connected  by  certain  generml  piin- 
ciple«  and  kwa  which  operate  throughout  ihe 
whole,  yet  the  indefinite  modifications  which 
these  laws  may  receive  in  each  particular  systemi 
may  produce  an  almost  infinite  diversity  of  phc* 
nomena  in  different  worlds,  so  that  no  one  de- 
partment of  the  material  universe  may  resemble 
another.  Nor  is  it  difficult  to  conceive  how 
■uch  a  diversity  of  scenery  may  be  produced. 
With  regard  to  the  terraqueous  globe, — were  its 
axis  to  be  shifted,  so  as  to  point  to  a  different 
quarter  of  the  heavens,  or  were  the  angle  which 
it  forms  with  the  ecHptic  to  be  greater  or  less 
than  it  now  is,  the  general  appearance  of  the 
firmament  would  be  changed,  the  apparent  mo- 
tions of  the  sun  and  stars,  the  days  and  nights, 
the  seasons  of  the  year,  and  an  immense  variety 
of  phenomena  in  the  earth  and  heavens  would 
assume  a  verydifi*erent  aspect  fitMn  what  they 
now  wear.  Were  the  component  parts  of  the 
atmosphere  materially  altered,  were  its  refrao* 
tive  power  much  increased,  or  were  a  greater 
portion  of  ealarie  or  of  eieetricUy  introduced  into 
ita  constitution,  the  objects  which  diversify  the 
landscape  of  the  earth,  and  the  luminaries  of 
heaven,  would  assume  such  a  variety  of  new  and 
uncommon  appearances,  as  would  warrant  the 
application  of  the  Scripture  expression,  **  a  new 
bMven  and  a  new  earth.**  It  is,  therefore,  easy 
to  conceive,  that,  when  infinite  power  and  wis> 
dom  are  exerted  for  this  purpose,  every  globe  in 
the  universe,  with  its  appendages,  may  be  con- 
atructed  and  arranged  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
preaent  a  variety  of  beauties  and  sublimities  pe- 
culiar to  itself. 

That  the  Creator  has  actually  produced  this 
e&ct,  is  rendered  in  the  highest  degree  proba- 
ble, from  the  infinite  variety  presented  to  our 
view  in  those  departments  of  nature  which  lie 
open  to  our  particular  investigation.  In  the  ani- 
mal kingdom  we  find  more  than  a  hundred  thou- 
sand different  species  of  living  creatures,  and 
about  the  same  variety  in  the  productions  of  ve* 
gtlabU  nature  ;  the  mineral  kingdom  presents  to 
us  an  immense  variety  of  earths,  stones,  rocks, 
metals,  fossils,  gems,  and  precious  stones,  which 
are  strewed  in  rich  profusion  along  the  surfiice, 
and  throughout  the  interior  parts  of  the  globe. 
Of  the  individuals  which  compose  every  distinct 
apecies  of  animated  beings,  there  is  no  one 
which  bears  an  exact  resemblance  to  another. 
Although  the  eight  hundred  millions  of  men  that 
now  pe<^le  the  globe,  and  all  the  other  millions 
that  have  exuted  aince  the  world  began,  were  to 
be  compared,  no  two  individuals  wouki  be  found 
to  present  exactly  the  same  aspect  in  every  point 
of  view  in  whidi  they  might  be  contemplated. 
In  like  manner,  no  two  horses,  cows,  dogs,  lions, 
elephants,  or  other  terrestrial  animals  will  be 
foimd  bearing  a  perfect  resemblance.  The  same 
observation  will  apply  to  the  scenery  of  lakes, 
rivan)  giotioa,  and  monnlaina,  and  to  all  tlie  di- 


▼ersified  lambcapes  n^ich  the  aorfiwe  of  (he 
earth  and  waters  presents  to  the  traveller,  vd 
the  student  of  nature. 

If,  from  the  earth,  we  direct  our  views  to  lb 
other  bodies  which  compose  our  planetary  s^ 
tem,  we  shall  find  a  similar  diversity,  so  farasov 
observations  extend.  From  the  surface  of  one  «( 
the  planets,  the  sun  will  appear  seven  times  liirfff', 
and  from  the  surface  of  another,  three  liundrdi 
and  sixty  times  tmaUcr  than  he  does  to  us.  Oai 
of  thove  bodies  is  destitute  of  a  moon  ;  but  fiisi 
its  ruddy  aspect,  either  its  surface  or  its  atiM>> 
sphere  appears  to  be  endowed  with  a  pliosph^ 
rescent  quality,  to  supply  it  with  light  in  iha 
absence  of  the  sun.  Another  is  surrounded  bf 
/gttr  resplendent  moons,  much  larger  than  om; 
a  third  is  supplied  with  sur,  and  a  fourth,  mtk 
seven  moons,  and  two  magnificent  rings  to  ie» 
fleet  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  diversify  the  sosa** 
ry  of  its  sky.  One  of  these  globes  revoifif 
roimd  its  axis  in  ten,  and  another  in  twenty-Arm 
hmtn  and  a  half.  One  of  them  revolves  nmd 
the  sun  in  eighty-eight,  another  in  two  bondril 
and  twenty-four  days ;  a  third  in  twelve  yean, 
a  fourth  in  thirty,  and  a  fifth  in  eighty-two  yean. 
From  all  which,  and  many. other  circumstanesi 
that  have  been  obeerred,  an  admiiable  vteielg  of 
phenomena  is  produced,  of  which  each  planetaiy 
globe  has  its  own  peculiarity.  Even  our  mfloa, 
which  is  among  the  smallest  of  the  celestial  bo* 
dies,  which  is  the  nearest  to  us,  and  which  ace— 
panics  the  earth  during  its  revolution  round  lis 
sun,  exhibits  a  curious  variety  of  aspect,  diffcrol 
firom  what  is  found  on  the  terraqueous  gUkt% 
The  altitude  of  its  mountains,  the  depths  of  ill 
vales,  the  conical  form  of  its  insulated  rocks, 
the  circular  ridges  of  hills  which  enoompaai  its 
plains,  and  the  celestial  phenomena,  which  sit 
displayed  in  its  firmament— present  a  sceoeiy 
which  though  in  some  points  resembling  our  owB, 
is  yet  remarkably  different,  on  the  whole,  from 
the  general  aspect  of  nature  in  our  ternutriil 
habitation. 

If,  therefore,  the  Author  of  nature  act  on  the 
same  general  principles,  in  other  systems,  as  he 
has  done  in  ours — which  there  b  ereiy  reaaon 
to  believe,  when  we  consider  his  infinite  wisdon 
and  intelligence— we  may  rest  assured,  that  ev- 
ery one  of  the  two  thounnd  four  hundred  mil- 
lions of  worlds  which  are  oomprebendrd  witboi 
ihe  range  of  human  vision,  baa  a  magnifioeMi 
and  glory  peculiar  to  itself,  by  which  it  ia  dis- 
tinguished firom  all  the  surrouDding  provincoa  of 
Jehovah's  empire.  In  this  view,  we  may  coS" 
aider  the  language  of  the  Apoatle  Paul  aa  ai* 
pressing  not  only  an  ofparent,  but  a  rmd 
"  There  is  one  g]ory  of  the  am,  and 
gbry  of  the  moon,  aiKl  another  ^ioty  ofthe  ■■»  i 
"faroneUttrdillh^lhfrmmamtkgrmm'ikffitqfJ^ 
To  suppose  that  the  Almighty  haa  exhauatadhii 
omnipotent  energies,  and  eihibitad  %U  tba  wtmi^ 
of  hia  gloiy  wfakh  Im  parfwiiaw  CM 
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le  system,  or  eTen  in  one  million  of  thor  with  a  swiftness  equal  or  superior  to  that  of 

d  be  to  set  limits  to  the  resources  light;  to  preserve  one's  self  by  the  meie  force 

n  and  intelligenoe  which  are  in-  of  nature,  and  without  the  assistance  of  any  other 

xMnprehensible.      Hence  we   find  created  being ;  to  be  absohitely  exempted  from 

iters,  when  contemplating  the  nu-  every  kind  of  change ;  to  be  endowed  with  the 

I  which  creation  exhibits,  breaking  most  exquisite  and   extensiTe  senses ;    to  have 

3  exclamations  OS  these,    *' Haw  distinct  perceptions  of  all  the  attributes  of  matter, 

lehovah,  are  thy  works !    In  lois-  and  of  all  its  modifications ;  to  discover  effects 

t  made  them  alL"  in  their  causes ;  to  raise  one's  self  by  a  most 

rapid  flight  to  the  most  general  principles ;  to 

place, — Besides  the  magnificence  see  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye  those   princi- 

af  the  material  structures  which  pies ; — to  have  at  the  same  time,  without  confu- 

ut  the  universe,  the  orgcmixed  and  sion,  on  almost  infinite  number  of  ideas ;  to  see 

%g9  with  which  Vuy  are  peopUdf  the  post  as  distinctly  as  the  present,  and  to  pene- 

t  fidd  of  delightful  contemplation,  trate  into  the  remotest  futurity  v   to  be  able  to 

al  topic,  the  following  ideas  may.  exercise  all  these  faculties  without  weariness: 

ooosideration : —  these  are  the  various  outlines  from  which  we  may 

tdationM  of  intdteet  or  the  variou»  draw  a  portrait  of  the  perfections  of  superior 

iliigences  which   may  people  the  natures."  * 

tern.  That  there  is  a  vast  diver-  A  being  possessed  of  faculties  such  as  these, 
,lo  of  intellectual  exutence,  may  be  is  raised  as  far  above  the  limited  powers  of  man, 
•iderations  similar  to  those  which  as  man  is  raised  above  the  insect  tribes.  The 
r  stated.  Among  sentient  beings,  Scripture  assure  us,  that  beings,  approximating, 
,  we  find  a  regular  gradation  of  in  their  powers  and  perfections,  to  those  now 
the  musde,  through  all  the  orders  stated,  actually  exist,  and  perform  important  of- 
c  and  insect  tribes,  till  we  arrive  fices  under  the  government  of  the  Almighty, 
e  monkey,  the  beaver  and  the  ele-  The  perfections  of  the  angelic  tnbes,  as  repre* 
St  of  all,  to  man,  who  stands  at  the  sented  in  Scripture,  are  incomparably  superior 
lectoal  scale,  as  the  lord  of  this  lower  to  those  of  men.  They  are  represented  as  po»> 
perceive,  too,  in  the  individuals  sessed  of  powers  capable  of  enabling  them  to 
le  the  human  species,  a  wonderful  wing  their  flight  with  amazing  rapidity  from  workl 
tieir  powers  and  capacities  of  intel-  to  world.  For  the  angel  Gabriel,  being  ooo^ 
•artly  from  their  original  constitu-  manded  to  fly  swiflly,  while  the  prophet  Daniel 
lartly  from  the  conformation  of  their  was  engaged  in  supplication,  approached  to  him, 
ins,  and  partly  from  the  degree  of  before  he  had  made  an  end  of  presenting  his  re- 
ey  have  received.  But  it  would  be»  quests.  During  the  few  minutes  employed  in 
enable  to  admit,  that  the  most  ac-  uttering  his  prayer,  this  angelic  messenger  d»* 
!;nius  that  ever  adorned  our  race,  scended  from  the  celestial  regions  to  the  country 
the  summit  of  intellectual  perfec-  of  Babylonia.  This  was  a  rapidity  of  motion 
e  other  hand,  we  have  reason  to  surpassing  the  comprehension  of  the  most  vigor- 
man,  with  all  his  noble  powers,  ous  imagination,  and  far  exceeding  even  the  ama- 
at  the  bottom  of  the  scale  of  the  zing  velocity  ot  light. — They  have  power  over 
•mtion.  For  a  being  much  inferior  the  objects  of  inanimate  nature ;  for  one  of  them 
{powers  of  abstraction,  conception,  "  roiled  away  the  stone  from  the  door  of  the  sfr- 
g,  could  scarcely  be  denominated  pulchrc,"  at  the  time  of  Christ's  resurrection, 
rature,  or  supposed  capable  of  be-  They  are  intimately  acquainted  with  the  springs 
for  the  high  destination  to  which  of  life,  and  the  avenues  by  which  they  may  be 
Qtcd.  As  to  the  number  of  species  interrupted ;  for  an  angel  slew,  in  one  night, 
,fy  the  ranks  of  superior  intellectual  185,000  of  the  Assyrian  army. — They  ore  per* 
d^e  degrees  of  perfection  which  d is-  fectly  acquainted  with  all  the  relations  which 
'  different  orders,  we  have  no  datOf  subsist  among  mankind,  and  con  distinguish  the 
lie  contemplation  of  the  visible  uni-  age  and  character  of  every  individual  throughout 
snt  to  enable  us  to  form  a  definite  all  the  families  of  the  earth.  For  one  of  these 
The  intellectual  Acuities,  even  of  powerful  beings  recognised  all  the  first-bom  in  the 
,  may  be  carried  to  so  high  a  pitch  land  of  Egypt,  distinguished  the  Egyptians  from 
,  as  to  baffle  all  our  conceptions  and 
ascription. — The  following  descrip-  •  This  writer,  In  addition  to  these,  states  the  foltow-. 

, L     r  ^  «»i„K».i*j  e.„:<.o  n.tii  in«  properties :—"  To  be  Invested  with  a  power  capa- 

worda  of  a  celebrated  Swiss  natu-  ^„|  J^  <,,splacins  the  heavenly  bodies,  or  if  changfai 

)rhap6  convey  some  famt  idea  of  the  the  course  of  nature,  and  to  be  possessed  of  a  iiower 

une  of  the  highest  order  of  intelli-  and  skill  capable  of  organizing  mauer.  of  forming  a 

^  plant,  an  animal,  a  world."— But  I  can  scarcely  think 

that  such  perfections  are  competent  to  any  being 

«y  one's  lelf  firom  one  place  to  ano*  hat  the  Supreme. 
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the  children  of  Israel,  and  exerted  his  powers  in  gradatum*  of  nature  and  of  qffiet;  rinoe 
their  desinKtion.      And  as  they  are  **  minister-  are    among    thein,    "  seraphim   and  chenibii^ 
ing  spirits  to  the  heirs  of  salvation,"  they  roust  archangels,   thrones,  dominicms,   principalitw 
have  a  clear  perception  o£  the  pers«)ns  and  cha-  and  powers,'*  which  designations  are  evideally 
racters  of  thoso  who  are  the  objects  of  the  Divine  exprvSMive  <»f  their  respective  endowments,  ofdii 
favour,  and  to  whom  they  are  occasionally  sent  stations  they  occupy,  and  of  the  employments  6r 
on  emhastiies  of  mercy. — They  are  endowed  with  which  they  are  qualified, 
great  [ihysical  powers  and  energies ;  hence  they         Hence  it  appears,  that  although  we  know  btf 
are  saiJ  ''  to  excel  in  strength:^*  and  the  phrase,  litde  in  the  mean  time  of  the  nature  oTtliat  divar* 
*'a  Mtrong  angel,"  and  "a  mighty  angel,"  which  are  sity  of  intellect  which  prevails  among  the  high* 
sometimes  applied  lo  them,  are  oxiH-essive  of  the  orders  of  created  beiitgi^— llie  intiiiialions  giva 
same  perfection.     Hence  they  are  represented,  iii  the  sacred  volume,  and  the  general  analogf 
in  the  bk>ok  of  the  Revelation,  as  *'  holding  the  .  of  nature,  lead  us  to  form  the  most  exahed  idcy 
four  winds  of  heaven,"  as  executing  the  judg-  of  that  amazing  progression  and  variety  nAid 
ments  of  God  upon  the  proud  despisers  of  his  go-  reign  throughout  the  intellectual  universe, 
▼emmont,  as  '*  throwing  mountains  into  the  sea,"         2.  Not  only  is  there  a  gmdation  of  inteUed 
and  binding  the  (>riuce  of  darkness  with  chains,  among  superior  beings,  but  it  is  highly  profaaUs, 
and  *'  casting  him  into  the  bottomlMS  pit."  that  a  similar  gradation  or  variety  obtains,  ii 
They  are  endowed  with  unfading  and  im-  the  form,  the  organization,  and  the  movemsali 
mortal  youth,  and  experience  no  decay  in  the  of  their  corporeal  vehicles, 
vigour  of  their  powers.    For  the  angels  who        The  human  form,  especially  in  the  vigour  oC 
appeared  to  Mary  at  the  tomb  of  our  Saviour,  youth,  is  the  most  beautiful  and  symmetrical  of 
appeari'd  as  young  men,  though  they  were  then  all  the  forms  of  organized  beings  with  which  wf 
more  than  four  thousand  years  okl.    During  the  are  acquainted ;   and,  in  these  respects,  mtf 
long  succession  of  ages  that  had  passed  since  probably  bear  smne  analogy  to  the  orpnicd 
their  creation,  their  vigour  and  animation  had  structures  of  other  intelligences.    But,  in  other 
suffered  no  diminution,  nor  decay, — they  are  worlds,  there  may  exist  an  inde6nite  variety,  si 
possessed  of  volt  power*  of  inteUigenee.    Hence  to  the  general  form  of  the  body  or  vehids  wiib 
they  are  exhibited  in  the  book  of  Revelation,  which  their  inhabitants  are  invested,  the  Wt 
as  being  **JuU  of  eyes,"  that  is,  endowed  with  the  number,  and  quality  qf  their  organs,  Ihi 
"  all  sense,  all  intellect,  all  consciousness ;  turn-  functions  they  perform,  the  splendoor  and  beafltf 
ing  their  attention  every  way ;  beholding  at  once  of  their  aspect,  and  particularly,  in  the  minbsr 
all  tilings  within  tlie  reach  of  their  understand-  and  perfection  of  their  senses.     Though  tbsiv 
ings ;  and  discerning  them  with  the  utmost  dear-  are  mure  than  a  hundred  thousand  species  cT 
ness  of  conception."    The  various  other  quati-  sensitive  beings,  which  traverse  the  earth,  tbs 
ties  now  stated,  necessarily  suppose  a  vast  com-  waters,  and  the  air,  yet  they  all  exhibit  a  nnrk> 
prehension  of  intellect ;  and  the  place  of  their  ed  difference  in  their  corporeal  forms  and  organ* 
residence,  and  the  offices  in  which  they  have  ization.     Q,uadrupeds  exhibit  a  very  diffimal 
been  eni[>loyed,  have  afforded  full  scope  to  their  structure  from  fishes,  and  birds  from  reptiles; 
superior  |K)wcr8.     Tlicy  dwell  in  a  world  where  ond  every  distinct  species  of  quadrupeds,  birds, 
truth  reigns  triumphant,  where  moral  evil  has  fishes,  and  insecU,  differs  from  another  in  its 
never  entered,  where  substantial  knowledge  ir-  conformation  and  functions.     It  is  lughly  isruba- 
radiates  the  mind  of  every  inhabitant,  where  the  ble,  that  a  similar  variety  exists,  in  regard  lo 
mysteries  which  involve  the  character  of  the  the  cor(K>real  vehicles  of  superior  intelligences- 
Eternal  are  continually  disclosing,  and  where  occommodated  to  the  regions  in  whidi  they  re- 
the  plans  of  his  providence  are  rapidly  unfolded,  spectively  reside,  the  functions  thev  have  to  per* 
They  have  ranged  through  the  innumerable  re-  form,  and  the  employments  in  which  they  are 
gions  of  the  heavens,  and  visited  distant  worlds,  encai^cd  :  and  this  we  find  to  be  actually  tbs 
for  thousands  of  years ;  they  have  beheld  the  un-  case,  so  far  as  our  infonnalion  extends.     Whcl 
ceasing  variety,  and  the  endless  multitude  of  any  of  the  angelic  tribes  were  sent  on  omfaas* 
the  works  of  creation  and  providence,  and  are,  sies  to  our   world,  we  find,  that,  though  ibsjT 
doubtless,  enabled  to  compare  systems  of  worlds,  generally  appeared  in  a  shape  somewhtf  is* 
willi  more  accuracy  and  comprehension  than  sembling  a  beautiful  htiman  form,  yet,  in  stwy 
we  are  capable  of  surveying  villages,  cities  and  instance,  there  appeared  a  marked  diflerenos 
provinces.      Thus,  their  originaJ  powers  and  between  them  and  human  beings.     The  nfil 
capacities  have  been  expanded,  and  their  vigour  who  appeared  at  the  tomb  of  our  Saviour,  el- 
and activity  strengthened;  and,  consequently,  hibited  a  bright  and  resplendent  form:  *'Hil 
in  the  progress  of  duration,  their  acquisitions  of  countenance  was  like  the  brightness  of  li^ 
wisdom  and  knowledge  must  indefinitely  sur-  niug.  and  his  raiment  as  white  as  sDOw,**  rilh 
pass  every  thing  that  the  mind  of  man  can  con-  tering  with  an  extraordinary  lustre  beyond  «M 
eaivo. — We  have  likewise  certain  intimations,  mortal  eyes  coukl  bear.  The  angel  who  delivil^ 
tfiat,  among  these  celestial  beings,  there  are  sd  Peter  from  the  prisoo  to  which  hn  IhmI  bcA 
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f  the  tymmy  of  Herod,  was  arraved  in 
iTiduur,  that  a  glorious  light  8hi>ne 
e  whole  apartmenl  where  the  apoelle 
1,  dark  and^  glooiny  ah  it  was.  That 
igs  have  organs  of  *pee4:h,  ca|>&blc  vf 
rticulate  sounds  and  of  joining  in  niu- 
ns,  a{>(iears  farm  the  words  they  uttur- 
se  arid  other  occasicms,  and  tlrum  thu 
•ung  in  the  plains  of  Bethlehem,  when 
unced  tlie  birth  of  rhe  Saviour.  They 
I  possess  the  propony  of  rendering 
*  incinMc  at  pleasure ;  for  the  angul 
lared  to  Zacharias  in  the  sanctuary  of 
9|  was  invisiUe  to  the  surrounding  niul- 
iihout,  both  at  the  time  of  his  entrance 
his  exit  from  the  '*  holy  place.*'* 
jcolar,  there  is  every  reasim  to  con- 
i  there  is  a  wonderful  variety  in  the 
od  acutenesB  of  their  organs  of  scnsa- 
e  find  a  considerable  variety,  in  these 
among  the  sensitive  beings  which  in- 
globe.  Some  animals  appear  to  have 
enae,  as  (he  muteU,  and  the  moph^fte* ; 
re  but  fvo  senses;  aome  have  (/tree; 
the  most  perfect  animal,  has  only^t'e. 
eoaes,  too,  in  different  species,  differ 
ideraiMy,  in  point  of  vigour  and  acute- 
he  dog  has  a  keener  scent,  the  stag  a 

tat  Is  stat^  in  this  pvaemph  rc^pertinj; 

will  doubtless  bo  objected,  "  that  these 
:ei  are  purr  ntriu,  ami  ftKsumc  cnrpf>rcal 
\y  on  pHrtir.nlnr  occiuldns/*  This  in  aii 
tmoii  univemally  i>rev;ilent:  but  it  Is  a 
mption,  destitute  uf  iiny  rational  or  errlp- 
imeot  to  subMtantiatij  its  truth.  Tlierc  is 
e  In  Scripture,  with  which  1  urn  ari|U;tint-« 
akes  such  aii  aMsertinn.  Tho  p:is^;i:re  In 
.  4,  "  Who  makcth  hi"  ani!t;ls  ..piriis.  :iiul 
ters  a  flaming  Are,"  has  fruqiieuMy  iKvn 
r  this  purpose  :  but  it  baa  no  rcfiM'.'uc^  to 
on  th-it  may  1m  furmBiI  on  This  jhuiiI  :  a-< 
ge  shouliJ  be  remleretl,  "  Who  ni:ik(:t  h  the 

mossencrr*.  ami  a  fluniin*.;  Are  his  iiiinl»- 
ven  aUhoiii;ii  the  p:is!>asu  were  taken  as 
in  our  tr.m!iI:aion,  ami  con'(iiIere>I  us  re- 

the  ansulfi.  It  would  not  prove,  tluit  they 
immaterial  substances ;  for,  wliilc  iliey 
lated  apirits.  which  is  eqnilly  applira- 
tefi  as   wcU  as  to  an;!el^— they  ar»  :ilso 

"a  flamini;  firo,"  which  l.s  a  tmil/TinLiuh- 
rhls  p;id.-»age  seeins  to  have  no  jiarthtilar 

to  cither  opinion ;  but.  if  consuiurtnl  a.i 
g  the  attributo.'f  of  angi;lii,  itrt  nieaniiig 
, — that  they  arc  endowetl  with  trtnulrrful 
Uiat  they  move  wiili  the  gwlfiness  of  ii»e 
d  operate  with  the  force  and  ener(;y  of 
re ;— or,  in  other  wor.ls.  that  He,  in  whoso 
ley  are,  and  who  tlireciR  their  movement:}, 
them  **  with  the  stroiigth  of  windK,  and 
ty  of  Ilchtnln^rH." 

r  ln«t;uico  In  which  ansels  hare  been  sent 
ftles  to  mankind,  tl^oy  have  displayetl  9tti- 
ties.  Theycxhlbltotlarfc/!/i«c/i'/-;/i  some- 
logout  to  that  of  man,  nnd  aif'^'Ur  and 
\  which  were  pcrcepiUHc  by  the  orjnus  of 
ley  emitted  »onnds  which  Eiruck  tlie  or^m 
S — they  producetl  the  harmonics  nrimulCt 
sublime  AentimentMwhirb  wore  uttemd  in 

words,  that  were  distinctly  heard  and  re- 
bjr  the  persons  to  whom  tliey  were  sent, 
4.-Hmd  they  exerted  tlielr  {lOwer  over  the 
fbtilHg ;  for  the  angel  who  aiipearcd  to 
Eha  prison,  "tmote  him  on  tho  side,  and 
■»  y^:*  In  tiNN  Instances,  angels  nuud- 


quicker  perception  of  sounds,  and  the  eagle  and 
the  lynx  more  acufe  visual  organs  than  mankind. 
The  «amu  divi*rifitv  is  obdfrvablo  in  liiu  form 
and  the  number  nf  sensitive  orgaiw.  In  man, 
the  ear  is  short  and  erect,  and  scarcol\  suscepti- 
ble of  motion;  in  the  hortic  and  the  t%s»^  it  u  long 
and  flexible  ;  and  in  the  mole,  it  consiists  simply 
of  a  hole  which  perforates  the  sku!!.  lii  man 
there  arc  tvou  eyes ;  in  tho  scorpion  and  spider, 
tight ;  and  in  a  lly,  nvve  than  ^te  thuumnd. 

That  superior  beings,  connected  with  other 
worlds,  have  additional  senses  to  tlio^e  which 
we  possess,  is  highly  pn>bablc,  especially  when 
we  consider  the  general  analogy  of  nalure,  and 
the  gradations  v^high  exist  among  organized  be- 
ings in  our  world.  It  forms  no  reason  why  wo 
shotikl  deny  that  such  senses  exist,  because  we 
can  fonn  no  distinct  conceptioils  of  any  senses 
besides  those  which  wo  possess.  If  we  had  been 
deprived  of  the  senses  of  sight  and  hearing,  and 
left  to  derive  all  our  information  merely  through 
the  medium  of  feeling,  tasting  and  smelling,  wo 
could  have  had  no  more  conception  of  articulalo 
language,  of  musical  harmony  and  melody,  of 
tlic  beauties  of  the  earth,  and  uf  the  glories  of 
the  sky,  than  a  muscle,  a  vugetablo,  or  a  stone. 
To  limit  the  number  of  senses  which  intelligent 
organized  beings  may  possess  to  tlm  five  which 

feiiteil  themselves  to  men,  throufrh  the  moilium  of 
three  principal  souses  by  which  we  reco>;nizc  the 
proi>eriles  of  material  objects;  and  why,  ttuin, 
should  wo  consider  Ibcm  as  purely  inunati-i  ial  5Ul>- 
Btuiici'ii,  havinc  no  c.onuectlon  with  thf  vtsilde  uni- 
verse ?  We  have  no  k!iowle<lt;e  of  anu'els  hut  from 
TCv«*lation;  aiKl  ulltheiluKription^  it  liives  of  these 
bi'in^Ti  le;ids  us  to  conclude,  thar  they  an-  cimnrc.teil 
Willi  the  world  iif  nutt'ir,  as  well  as  with  the  work! 
of  iiiind,  and  are  furnl-ihrd  with  ori.':inlc:il  > chicles, 
c  tiiipitRCil  of  some  ntflned  mnteri:il  pubi^tajicc  suita- 
h'f.  to  ihclr  irtturc  and  nnployraents 

Wlicn  Christ  shall  api>oarthe  «econd  time,  we  are 
tuiil  that,  he  Is^  lo  conic,  not  only  in  the  (rtury  of  his 
F.tMier,  but  also  in  "  tlic  glory  of  his  h<»ly  anjiels," 
will)  will  inini.'iier  to  i:ini  ami  increase  the  •>plcn- 
dour  of  his  apiM.arance.  Now.  the  plory  w  Inch  the 
iii^ol.-.  wlllilihplay.  murttweit/Mr,  aiul.con:>cquent- 
ly,  miterltl :  otiicrwisc  it  coul<t  not  be  contemplated 
by  tlH!  asAeinhlod  inhahiiantsofour  world,  and  could 
pre»riii  im  jrlory  or  luMre  to  their  view.  An  aSi^m- 
b'.aire  nf  pur.dy  spirituil l)eincs. however  numt-rous 
ami  however  o\alle<l  in  point  of  intelligence,  would 
be  a  uww  Inanity,  in  a  pccno  Inteiidetl  to  exhibit  a 
vlJtibtf.  dt»play  of  the  divine  supremacy  and  gran- 
d'Mir— The  vehicles  or  iKxliCHofaiigeln  are  doubtless 
of  a  much  finer  mould  than  the  bodies  of  men  ;  but, 
although  titey  were  at  all  times  invitilbic  tluY>u(;h 
such  or;;:Lns  of  vision  as  we  itossoss.  It  would  form 
no  proof  that  they  were  de>itltute  of  such  cori>orea] 
frames.  The  air  we  breathe  is  afrMrT/alsuli-tt^nce, 
yci  It  is  tnvisfbte;  and  there  are  substances  whose 
rarity  i^  more  than  ten  times  greater  than  that  of 
the  :ur  of  our  atmosphere.  Hydrogen  gas  is  more 
than  twelves  times  lighter  than  conunon  utmo- 
«I»herlc  air.  If,  therefore,  an  org.inlze-i  body  were 
form-'d  of  a  material  substance  similar  to  air,  or  to 
hydrogen  g:is.  it  wmild  in  general  be  Invisible :  but, 
in  certain  circumslanceii,  mi^ht  reflect  the  rays  of 
li:?lit.  ami  become  visible,  an  ccrbiin  of  the  lighter 
gasifouj*  bodies  am  found  to  do.  This  i5>,  In  soma 
meatiure,  exemplified  in  the  case  of  animalcula^ 
whose  bodies  are  Imperceptible  to  the  naked  eye, 
and  yet,  are  regularly  organized  material  sul^ 
stances,  endowed  with  all  tlio  functions  zequislte  to 
life,  DioUon,  and  ei^joymeni. 
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have  been  bestowed  upon  mao,  would  be  to  set  tain  it  is,  that  angels  are  endowed  witb 

bounds  to  the  infinite  wisdom  and  skill  of  the  or  faculties  which  enable  them  to  take  a 

Creator,  who,  in  all  his  works,  has  displayed  an  survey  of  the  solar  system,  and  of  the  ( 

endless  variety  in  the  manner  of  accomplishing  part  of  our  gkibe,  even  when  at  a  vast  d. 

his  designs.     VVhile,  in  the  torrestria!  sphere  in  from  oar  terrestrial  sphere ;  otherwise,  the; 

which  we  move,  our  views  are  limited  to  the  not  distinguish  the  particular   position  < 

extertuU  aspects  of  plants  and  animals— organ-  earth  in  its  annual  course  round  the  sun,  i 

izcd  beings,  in  other  spheres,  may   have  the  descent  from  more  distant  regions,  nor 

faculty  of  penetrating  into  their  mierHot  (and  to  their  course  to  that  particular  country,  c 

us,  invisible)  movements— of  tracing  an  animal  village,  vdiither  they  are  sent  on  any  i 

from  its  embryo-state,  through  all  its  gradations  embassy. 

and  evolutions,  till  it  arrive  at  maturity— of  per-  What  has  been  now  said  in  reference 

coiving,  at  a  glance,  and,  as  it  were,  through  a  organs  of  vision,  is  equally  applicable 

transparent  m»Jium,  the  interior  structure  of  an  organs  of  hearingt  and  to  several  of  the 

animal,  the  complicated  movements  of  its  cu-  Mnses ;  and  since  ftcultiea  or  senses,  m 

rious  machinery,   the   minute    and  diversified  those  I  have  now  supposed,  would  tend  I 

ramifications  of  its  vessels,  and  the  mode  in  veil  more  extensively  the  wonderful  opei 

which  its  several  functions  are  performed— of  of  the  Almighty,  and  to  excite  incessant 

discerning  the  fine  and  delicate  machinery  which  ration  of  his  wisdom  and  beneficence,  it : 

enters  into  the  conslruclioo,  and  produces  the  sonaUe  to  believe  that  he  has  bestowed  th 

various  motions  of  a  microaoq)ic  animalculuro,  Tarious  orders  of  his  creatures  for  this  p< 

and  the  civious  vessels,  and  the  circulation  of  and  that  man  may  be  endowed  with  s 

juices  which  exist  in  the  body  of  a  plant— of  ■espea,  when  he  arrives  at  moral  peHectio 

(racing  the  secret  processes  which  are  going  on  is  plsMd  in  a  higher  sphere  of  exiatence. 

in  the  mineral  kingdom,  and  the  operation  of  Besides  the  topict  to  whfeh  I  have  no* 

chymical  affinities  anK>ng  the  minute  particles  vertedi  namely,  the  gradation  of  intellecl 

of  matter,  whicii  produce  the  dirersified  pheno-  the  divecaity  of  corporeal  organixation— i 

menaof  the  universe.   And,  in  fine,  those  senses  more  ample  and  interesting  fidd  of  oontc 

which  the  inhabitants  of  other  worlds  enjoy  in  lion  will  be  opened  in  the  histobt  of  0 

common  with  us,  may  be  possessed  by  them  in  SMroics  wortdt  diapened  throughout  tht  uk 

a   state   of  greater  acuteness  and  perfection.  — including  the  grand  and  delightfiil,  or  th 

While  our  visiul  organs  can  perceive  objects  iuland  diaaatrous  events  which  have  taken 

distinctly,  only  within  the  limits  of  a  few  yards  in  the  several  regions  of  intellectual  exif 

or  miles  around  us,  thar  organs  may  be  so  mo-  The  particulars  under  this  head  whid 

dified  and  adjusted,  as  to  enable  them  to  perceive  be  supposed  to  gratify  the  enlightened  oa 

objects  with  the  same  distinctness,  at  the  dis-  of  holy  intelligences,  are  such  as  the  foQo 

tance  of  a  hundred  miles — or  even  to  descry  the  — the  d^eretd  periods  in  duration  at  whii 

scenery  of  distant  worlds.      If  our  powers  of  various  habital^e  globes  emerged  firom  n 

vision  had  been  confined  within  the  range  to  into  existence— the  changet  and  prrvim 

which  a  worm  or  a  mite  is  circumscribed,  we  mngements  through  which  they  pasaed 

could  have  formed  no  conception  of  the  ampH-  they  were  replenished  with  inhabitants— tl 

ttide  of  our  present  range  of  view ;  and  it  im  by  tinguishing  eharaeUrisUc  featureM  of  ever 

no  means  improbable,  that  organized  beings  ex-  cies  of  intellectual  beings — their  modes  oj 

ist,  whoso  extent  of  vision  as  far  exceeds  ours,  fence,  of  improvement,  and  of  social  inten 

as  ours  exceeds  that  of  the  smallest  insect,  and  — the  solemn  fomu  of  worddp  and  adc 

tliat  they  may  be  able  to  perceive  the  diversified  that  prevail  among  them — the  Uaot  of  soeie 

landscapes  which  exist  in  other  worlds,  and  the  of  moral  order  peculiar  to  each  |m>vince 

movements  of  their  inhabitants,  as  distinctly  as  divine  empire'*' — lAe  progreu  they  have 
we  perceive  the  objects  on  the  opposite  side  of 

A  rivAf  nr  rtf  »  nnrmw  urm  of  the  am  'There  8X6  certain  gencnl  laws  which  ar 

i T'  I     ..    "Y^**j*J7"  ®*  jr.   ?'r         u^  mon  to  aU  the  orders  of  InteUectual  beings  th 

After  Stephen  had  delivered  his  defence  be*  ^ut  the  universe    The  two  principles  whicl 

fore  the  Sanhednm,  we  are  told  "  he  k)oked  up  the  basis  of  our  moral  law  are  of  this  oat 

.1..  jr.  .!«  :«»^  k^..»    -«j  ..«  tkA  a\n^  ftf  "  Tliou  shall  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  al 

steadfastly  into  heaven,  and  saw  the  glory  of  ^^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^,  ^^^J^^  understandlnt-'  ^^ 

GK>d,  and  Jesus  standing  at  the  right  hand  of  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself."    For  w 

God  :  and  said.  Behold  I  see  the  heavens  open-  not  suppose  the  Deity,  in  consistency  with  thi 

^       J  Vk     o          '          \r«j;«-  ««  Ik-  Jl-kt  tlty  and  recUtudeof  his  nature, CsrsrcrssUhss 

ed,  and  the  Son  of  man  standmg  on  the  nght  j,j  relation  to  any  class  of  Intelligences,  or 

hand  of  Grod."    Some  have  supposed  that  the  empt  them  from  an  obligation  to  obey  tb«n 

2^  of  S..ph«n  on  Uu.  ,««{«. «"  ~  »«»!-  SjSfT^lSMhlriSS'S.".^^ 

fied  or  strengthened,  that  he  was  enabled  to  pe-  conduct  of  all  holy  beings  thronghoot  tht  t 

netrate  mto  Uiat  particular  region  where  the  glo-  stty  of  God's  empire,  and  whleh  unite  tham 

^A-.i  iwwi.  «r  niv*;^  ««..«> ;  J»i<wi;.t«lw  Mwi/t m  another,  and  to  their  common  Crsalor.    But, : 

nfied  body  of  Ohnst  more  immediataij  reaides.  ordlnaUon  to  these  inlnGlptoa  or  Inn,  ttm 

But  wbttber  his  opiBion  be  teoabM  or  BOt»  oer-  be  aTarletyof  ■paoulmual  law%  adapctt 
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oUdg§,  anJ    the  discover ica  thry  have  moral  disurdvrs  in  those  worlda  been  OTcrrnlad 

to  light,  respecting  the  works  and  tho  aoii  countoracced  by   the  providential  dispen- 

<r  God-— the  ftcuUar  manifctUationM  of  salioiii  (if   thu   Almighty  ?      Here,  a  thousand 

which  the  Divine  Being  in;iy  have  iiiailu  (|iitf.srion*<  wotild  crowd  u|>on  the  iiiiuJ,  a  variety 

,  "  at  sundry  tiiHea  and  in  divvrd  man-  ol'  eniolious  uf  op|J09iic  kinds  wo<ild  be  excited, 

tiie     iD'i^t   remarkable   rioil  mi'l  moral  ani  a  must  iMiereslin^  field  oT  investigation  would 

'hich  have  happened  since  ihe  |>criixi  ut'  be  laid  open  in  the  (Contemplation  of  the  redeemed 

nation — iberiji^/e  tmbltinH  ttf  the  Divine  inhabitanis  uf  such  a  world  as  ours.     And,  it  is 

e  an<l  glory  which  are  displayed  brfore  easy  to  coHccive,  with  what  kindred  emotions  and 

10  infurmaiiun  ihey  have  obtained  re:«pec!-  bywpathnlic  feelings,  and  with  what  transporting 

rantaeti0iu  and  Uw  moral  govcntmeit  of  ^ratuiatious,  the  renovated  inliabitanla  of  such 

r/.i»— the  various  stages  of  improvument  worlds,  would  recognise  each  other,  should  thej 

which  they  are  appointed  to  pass — the  ever  be  brought  into  contact,  and  permitted  to 

.  regions  of  the  universe  to  which  Uiey  min^jle  their  ascriptious  of  praise  to  the  Creator 

traospiirted,  and  tlie  final  desiinatiun  to  and  Redeemer  of  worlds. 

ley  are  appointed.  Even  in  those  i\orIds  where  the  inhabitants 

irticular,  the  facts  connected  with  their  have  retained  their  primeval  innocence,  there 

alory,  in  ao  far  as  they  way  be  unfoldeii,  may  bean  almost  iidinitc  variety  in  thediviue  diti- 

I  an  iBtaresting  subject  of  discourse  and  penxatinns,  both  in  amoral,  and  intellectual  point 

tmplalion.     It  is  highly  probable,  when  of  view.— As  finite  inlelligences,  from  their  very 

idur  the  general  benignity  of  the  Divine  nature,  are  progremve  beings,  and,  therefore, 

and  the  numerous  evidences  of  it  which  cannot  be  supposed  to  acquire  all  the  treasures  of 

tliruuf^hout  like  whole  kingdom  of  aiiiuia-  wisdom  and  knowledge,  and  to  comprehend  all 

Jre — that  the  inhabiianta  of  the  groatect  the  mutlifarioua  displays  of  divine   perfection, 

of  the  universal  system,  have  retained  during  the  first  stages  of  their  existence — there 

il  rectitude  in  which  they  were  created,  may  be  an  admirable  diversity  of  modes,  corres- 

coDsequently,  in  a  state  of  perfect  hap-  ponding  to  their  peculiar  circumstances  and  stages 

But,  since  we  know,  from  painful  ezpe-  of  improvement,  by  which  the  Creator  may  gra- 

bat  pne  worVl  has  swerved  from  its  allegi-  dually  unfold  to  tbera  the  glory  of  his  nature,  and 

the  Creator,  and  been  plunged  into  the  enable  them  to  take  a  more  extensive  survey  of 

•f  physical  and  moral  evil,  it  is  not  at  all  the  magnitude  and  order  of  his  dominions.  Some 

ble,  that  the  inhabitant*  of  several  other  may  bo  only  emerging  from  the  first  principles 

lave  been  permitted  to  fall  into  a  similar  of  science,  like  Adam  aoon  after  his  creation,  and 

',— fi>r  this  purpose  among  other*— that  niay  iiave  arrived  but  a  few  degrees  beyond  the 

3rtance  of  moral  order  might  be  demon-  sphere  of  knowledge  which  bounds  the  view  of 

that  the  awful  convM^uences  of  a  violation  man ;  others  may  have  arrived  at  a  point  where  they 

temal  laws  of  heaven  mif;ht  be  clearly  can  take  a  more  expansive  survey  of  the  order, 

ed.  and  that  u  fiehl  miglit  bo  laid  open  economy,  and  relations  of  material  and  intellec- 

i«filarof  tht)  rectitudeand  mercy  of  Go.i  as  tual  existences, — while  others  after  having  con- 

ilGdvernor  of  the  universe.    In  reference  templated,  for  ages,  a  wide  extent  of  creation, 

case<i  (if  any  exist)  the  poin's  of  inquiry  in  one  district  of  the  empire  of  Go<l,  may  be 

aiurally  be — What  is  the  ultimate  desti-  transported  to  a  new  and  a  distant  province  of 

r  those  bi'ings   who,  in  other  regions  of  the  universe,   to  contemplate  the  perfections  of 

,  have  actei  the  part  of  rebelliouti  man  ?  Deity  in  another  point  of  view,  and  to  investigate 

;ir  Creator  interposed  for  their  deliver-  and  admire  a  new  scene  of  wonders. — If  every 

a  mmnor  analogous  to  that  in  which  ho  iudividiud  of  the  human  race,  from  his  birth  to 

r>mplishcd  the  redemption  of  mankind?  his  death,  passes  through  a  train  of  providences 

rhcTcin  do  such  schemes  of  mercy  dif-  peculiar  to  himself,   it  appears   at  least  highly 

whi.'roin  d<>  they  agree  with  the  plan  of  probable,  reasonins  from  tlie  analogies  to  which 

1  by  Jesus  Christ  ?      What  scenes  of  we  have  already  adverted,  and  from  the  variety 

)il  have  been  displayed,  and  bow  have  the  that  every  where  appears  in  the  natural  and  moral 

world,    that  the  divine  dispensations  towards 

ecooomr,  circumstances,  and   relations,     ..„„„,  a:.*:.^*    -i .j-  •  .  ir       .  u  •  l 

xl3t  in  each  dlvtlnrt  world.    As  wo  have  ^""^^^  distinct  class  of  intelligent  bemgs,  have 

ipecial  laws,  In  our  moral  code,  such  as  the  some  striking  peculiarities,  which  do  not  exactly 

:Jjff£!m?v''H^^nV\".'*/  t^JU'^^^^T'^'  .llf.^'^**'  comcido  with  those  of  any  other. 

"Oliabllily,  do  not  apply  to  the  InhaWlants  m.  ^                  ••             /           *•  t.               •       • 

other   worlds,  so  they  may  have  various  ^""  some  portion,  at  least,  of  the  natural  and 

regulailoas  or  laws,  which  cannot  apply  moral  history  of  other  worlds  will  be  laid   open 

which  I  have  now  adverted,  and  of  their  world,  may  be  argued  from  this  consideration, — 

^'.V?  S^,i"«^Kf^if  '^'.m  .^*!^!i!?'  *Jv.*  **»*'  such  views  will  tend  to  unfold  the  moral  eha- 

ilch  I  lately  published,  entitled,  ••  Tfui  Phi-  ^^^  ^  ,t^  n-.'-..       j  .    j-     i               r  n    u- 

>/  Reilfton  i  or,  an  XUustraUon  of  the  Mo-  '^'**^  w  ««  Oeityy  and  to  display  more  fully  hii 

I  of  UM  Univena."  intelligence,  wisdom,  and  rectitude,  in  the  diver- 
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sified  inodes  of  hit  administratioo,  as  the  Gover-  rapture  added  to  thoir  >ong  of  praiae.— •Tbt 
nor  of  (he  universe.     We  have  reasoa  to  believe  knowledge  of  the  ninis  in  heaven  is  represeal* 
that  the  material  creation  existji  solely  for  the  ed  as  beuig  very  accurate  and  coroprehenatvt. 
sake  of  sentient  and  intelligent  beings;  and  that  Hence  it  is  declared,  that,  in  that  state  of  pw* 
it  has  been  arranged  into  distinct  departments,  faction,  ^*  they  shall  know,  even  as  ako  thay  an 
and  peopled  with  various  ranks  of  intellectual  known/*   This  expression  certainly  daootes  a  va- 
nature«,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  dis-  ry  high  degree  of  knowledge  respecting  the  wofti 
play  of  thft  moral  attrlSutes  of  God,  and  of  de-  and  the  ways  of  God ;  an^,  therefore,  anost  coM" 
monstrating  the  indii;p<.>nsable  nure.«sity  and  thr  mentators  explain  it  as  coosbting  in  aucfa  ta 
eternal  obligation  of  the  moral  laws  he  has  enact-  intuitive  and  compreheotive   knowledga  "it 
ed,  in  order  to  secure  the  happiness  of  the  whdo  shall  bear  some  fair  resemblance  to  that  of  the 
intelligent  system.     And,  if  so,  we  may  reason-  Divme  Being,  which  penetrates  to  the  very  «•> 
ably  conclude,  that  a  certain  portiun  of  the  divine  tre  of  every  oligect,  and  sees  throagh  the  soal| 
dispensations  towards  other  classes  of  the  intel-  and  all  things,  as  at  one  single  glanca  ;"  or,  it 
ligem  creation,  will  ultimately  bo  displayed  to  laaat,  that  "  thoir  knowledge  of  iMavenly  objscH 
our  view. — This  position  may  likewiw  be  argued  '^^^  be  as  certain,  immediate  and  familiar,  at 
from  the  &ct  that  other  intelligences  have  been  way  of  their  immediate  friends  and  acquainisDeat 
made  acquainted  with  the  affairs  of  our  worid,  now  have  of  thera."'^    And,  if  such  interprefii- 
and  the  tenor  of  (he  dispensations  of  God  towards  lions  be  admitted,  this  knowledge  must  inckids 
our  raco.  The  angelic  tribes  have  been  frequently  ^  minute  and  comprehensive  view  of  the  diii|MO* 
■ent  on  embassages  to  our  terrestrial  sphere.    On  sations  of  the  Creator  towards  other  wc^ds,  aid 
iuch  occasions  they  have  indicated  an  intimate  other  orders  of  moral  and  intelligent  agents, 
acquaintance  with  the  most  interesting  (ransac-  In  regard  to  the  maimer  in  which  informatioB 
tions  whidi  have  taken  place  among  us ;  and  we  respecting  the  structure,  the  inhabitants,  and  ikt 
are  informed,  that  they  still  "  desiro  to  pry  into*'  history  of  other  worlds  may  be  oooununicaled, 
the  scheme  of  redemption,  and  "  to  learn  '*  from  our  limited  knowledge  affonls  no  certain  data  ob 
the  divine  dispensations  towards  the  cfaurdi  ^*  tbo  which  to  ground  a  definite  opinion.    We  mjt 
manifold  wisdom  of  God."*    Some  notices  of  however,  reasonably  suppose,  that  an  interooom 
dM  history,  the  employments,  and  the  destination,  um^  correspondence  will  be  occasionally  opinri 
of  these  celestial  beings  have  likewise  been  con-  np,  by  means  of  celestial  beings  endc^ved  wA 
▼eyed  to  as.    We  know  that  they  bold  an  eleva-  facuhies  of  rapid  motion,  who  may  commonicttt 
ted  Btation  in  the  kingdom  of  IVovidenco ;  that  particular  details  of  the  intdligence  diey  aoqoiit 
diey  are  possessed  of  great  power  and  wisdom,  ^  ^®  regions  they  are  aocostomed  to  vitiL 
of  Wonderful  activity,  of  superior  intellectual  ^nch  correspondence  has  already  partially  tskw 
&culties,  and  of  consummate  holiness  and  recti-  pl*c®  in  our  world,  by  means  of  those  beiagi 
tude  of  nature  ;  that  they  are  employed  on  cer-  termed,   in  Scripture,  '*  the  angels,"  or  **  ihi 
lain  occasions  as  ambassadors  from  God  to  man,  meagengera  of  Jehovah ;"  and,  it  is  highly  probir 
in  executing  his  judgnk^nts  upon  the  wicked,  and  b'®>  h<^  nian  continued  in  his  state  of  original 
ministering  to  the  heirs  of  salva'ion  ;  and  Uiai  a  in^gi'itji  that  such   angelic  embassies  woold 
certain  number  of  them  full  from  the  hi^^h  station  ^^^^  ^n  much  more  frequent  than  they  bavs 
in  which  thoy  were  originally  placed,  and  plunged  ^^^^^  been,  and  we  might  have  been  made  ac* 
themselves  into  a  state  of  sin  and  perdition.     We  quainted,  in  this  way,  with  some  outlines  of  th« 
have  therefore  reason  to  believe,  that  it  is  one  part  physical  and  moral  scenery  of  other  worlds,  par* 
of  the  plan  ofthe  government  of  God,  to  disclose  the  ticularly  of  those  which  belong  to  our  own  syt- 
history  of  one  specuiis  of  intellectual  beings  to  an-  (cm— of  which  we  must  now  be  contented  to 
other,  in  such  portions,  and  at  such  seasons,  as  remain  in  ignorance  ;  and  must  have  recourse  to 
may  seem  most  proper  to  Infinite  Wisdom,  and  ^  >^i^'  of  reason,  and  science,  and  observatioD,  * 
best  suited  to  the  state  and  character,  and  the  in  order  to  trace  some  very  general  outlines  fif 
gradual  improvenscni  of  his  intelligent  offspring,  ^i*"  physical  economy.    This  is,  doubtless,  ooo 
In  conformity  to  what  has  been  now  advanced,  depk>rablo  effect,  among  others,  of  the  apostncyaf 
we  find  the  saints  in  heaven  represented  as  utter-  '^^'^ — ^^hat  intelligences  endowed  with  moral  par- 
ing a  song  of  praise  to  God,  in  consequer.ce  ofthe  feet  ion  can  no  longer  hoki  famHiar  intercourst 
sitfvey  diey  had  taken  of  his  moral  adminisira-  ^^^  the  race  of  Adam,  but  in  so  far  as  they  are 
tioo,  and  of  (he  admiration  it  excited.    "  They  employed  by  their  Creator  b  communicating  nth 
sing  the  song  of  Moses,  and  the  song  of  the  casional  messages,  which  have  a  respect  nerely 
Lamb,  saying,  Jwt  and  true  an  thy  wmf$,  thou  ^  their  moral  renovation.f — We  may  likewiaa, 
King  6f9oint$."    And,  in  proportion  as  the  dts-  »  „      ^^^..^    . 

ptasatiomi  of  Providence  towards  other  worlds  Cor^uiM?^**^  *  "^  ®"^^  paraphmaa  on  I 

are  imfblded,  in  the  same  proportion  will  their  ^  it  is  probable  that  the  eelestfal  beings  who  hav» 

Wews  of  Jehovah's  "  eternal  righteousness"  be  £5?f!!J'l'^l'L*ll^  *  commcnlcatkm  with  oar 

J  J        J                   ./?*..  "^.           ,  are  not  ail  of  the  same  spedeSL  or  InhaMt  Hm 

•iptndod,  and  a  new  note  of  admiration  ana  rssions  i  since  tlier  aradistlnfliMsa  Inr 
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hh  some  degree  of  probability,  suppose,  that  unt  with  his  office  as  the  "  Mediator  between 

rerw  distinct  order  of  holy  inteili;rences,  after  Gotl  ami   man,"  ami  to  his   character  as   tho 

iviag  resided  fur  a  certain  iiunili«r  of  aoo5,  in  '*  ]\Iei<8vn;;ur  uf  Jehovah,"  and  the  '*  Rsveaier*' 

ne  region  of  ihe  universe,  may  be  conveyed  to  of  the  divine  dispensation:*. 

Bother  province  of  crea^iun,  to  investigate  the  Pointing  to  some  distant  world,  (which,  even 

Bw  BceDce  of  wisdum  and  omnipotence  there  to  the  aciilo  visual  or>;ans  of  hoavenly  beings, 

nfolded,— and  so  ou,  in  a  continued  series  of  may  appear  only  as  a  s'uali  lucid  speck  in  their 

raiMportations,  throughout  tlie  ages  of  eternity,  tky,)  we  may  8Up;N>!>e  iiim  giving  such  a  descant 

Ve  know  that  man  is  destined  to  undergo  such  as  the  follo-.vir.g  : — **  Thai  world  presents  a  very 

,  change  of  k)caJitT  ;  and  although  sin  has  inaJo  different  as^M-ci  from  what  yours  once  did,  owing, 

be  passage  from  one  world  to  auolliur,  assume  a  cliieHy  to  the  moral  [luriiy  and  pcrftH:lion  of  its 

jloomy  and  alarming  aspect,  it  may  nevertheless  inhubitaiiti:.     T/tcre,  the  most  grand  and  varie- 

m  an  example,  (though  in  a  dilferem  maimer)  gated  objects  a(li»rn  the.ir  celestial  canopy  :  and 

>r  those  remofabi  which  take  place  with  respect  the  scenes  arouud  their  habitations  are  inter- 

0  other  beings,  from  one  province  of  creation  to  mingled  wiih  every  thing  tliat  is  beautiful  to  tho 

Bother.    Nor  have  we  any  reason  to  believe,  eye,  and  gratifying  to  ihe  senses  and  the  imagi- 

liat  the  locality  in  which  we  shall  be  placed,  nation.    IS'either  scorching  heats,  nor  piercing 

fter  the  general  resurrection,  will  form  our  per-  colds,  nor  raging  storms,  ever  disturb  the  tran- 

nanrnt  and  everlasting  abode  {  otherwise,  we  quillity  of  those   happy  mansions.      The  hoe 

honld  be  eternally  chained  down,  as  we  are  at  eiherial  fluid  which  they  breathe  produces  a  per- 

ireaent  to  a  small  comer  of  creation.  petual  flow  of  pleasing  emotions,  and  sharpens 

In  regard  to  the  redeemed  inhabitants  <^  our  and  invigorates  their  intellectual  powers  for 
rorid,  there  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that  the  every  investigation.  The  peculiar  refractive  and 
lledeener  himself,  be,  "  in  whom  dwell  all  the  reflective  powers  possessed  by  the  atmospheric 
reasures  of  wisikMn  and  knowledge,"  will  bo  fluid  wbicli  surrounds  ihem,  produce  a  variety  of 
ne  grand  medium  through  which  information  grand  and  beautiful  effects,  sometimes  exhibiting 
viU  be  commanicated  respecting  the  dblant  glo-  aerial  landscapes,  and  scenes  emblematical  oif 
im  of  Jebnvah*s  empire.  This  Mems  lo  be  moral  harmony  and  perfection, — sometimes  a 
lirectly  intimated,  though  in  metaphorical  Ian*  magnificent  display  of  the  riches  and  moit  va- 
>iiage,  in  the  fblbwing  passage  from  the  book  of  riegatcd  colouring,  and  somotimes  reflecting  the 
ievelation :  *'  The  Lamb  who  is  in  the  midst  of  images  of  the  celestial  orbs  in  various  aspects 
be  tbrooe  shall  feed  them,  and  shall  lead  them  and  degrees  of  magnitude.  Their  vegetable 
0  fiNintaias  of  living  water."  Knowledge  is  kingdom  is  enriched  with  a  variety  of  produo- 
be  food  of  t!ie  mind  ;  and  in  this  sense  the  term  tions  unknown  in  your  former  world,  divenlfled 
sfreq!iendy  applied  in  the  Scriptures: — "  I  will  with  thousands  of  diffurcni  forms,  shades,  co- 
[ive  them  pastors  (sdith  God)  ader  mine  own  lours,  and  perfumes,  which  shed  a  delicious  fin- 
leart,  who  shall  feed  them  with  knowledge  and  grance  all  around.  The  inferior  sentient  beings 
vndtrMatuUngP  *'  Feed  the  church  of  God,"  are  likewise  diflercnt,  and  exhibit  such  ingeni- 
ays  the  apostle  Peter ;  that  is,  instruct  them  in  ous,  mild,  and  alfeclionale  dispositions,  as  con- 
he  knowledge  of  the  truths  of  religion.  There-  tribute,  in  no  inconsiderable  degree,  to  the 
ore,  by  imparting  to  his  saints  a  knowledge  of  pleasure  and  entertainment  of  the  more  intelli- 
Ka  plans  and  operations  of  God,  and  informa-  gont  order  of  the  inhabitants.  The  organs  of 
ion  respecting  tl»c  magiiiBcunce  of  his  works  in  vision  of  ihe<)e  intelligences  are  so  acute,  that 
he  regions  around,  "  ihe  Lamb  in  the  midst  of  they  arc  enabled  to  perceive,  as  through  a  trans- 
he  throne  will  feed  them  **  by  gratifying  their  in-  parent  medium,  the  various  cjjymical  and  mecha- 
eliectiial  powers,  anl  their  dettires  afler  know-  nical  processesi  that  arc  incessantly  goins  on  in 
edge ;  and  the  noble  and  transporiing  trains  of  the  numbi-rleiis  ram ifi -nations  of  the  vegc'.able 
bought  which  such  discoveries  will  inspire,  (and  tribiis,  and  in  the  more  curious  and  complicated 
vhirit  may  be  aptly  com[>ared  to  tho  effect  pro-  structure  of  animal  h.xiies;  for  the  Creator  has  or- 
liiced  by  "  fountains  of  living  water"  on  a  parch-  dained,  as  one  part  of  their  mental  enjoyments, 
!d  traveller.)  will  arrest  all  the  t'aculties  of  their  that  they  shall  be  furnished  with  the  means  of 
touU,  and  fill  them  "  with  joy  unspeakable  and  tracing  the  mode  of  his  operations,  and  the  de- 
full  of  glory."  signs  they  are  intended  to  accomplish  in  thedi^ 

Pertu^»,  it  may  not  be  beyond  the  bounds  of  ferent  departments  of  nature. 

probability  to  suppose,  that,  at  certain  seasons,  "  They  are  likewise  extensively  acquainted 

dering  a  grand  convocation  of  the  redeemed  with  with  moral  science— with  the  moral  relaiions  of 

J«ssus  their  exalted  head  president  among  them  intelligent  beings  to  their  Creator,  and  to  one 

■Mhat  glorious  personage  may  impart  to  them  another,  and  with  the  outlines  of  the  history  of 

knowledge  of  the  roost  exalted  kind,  direct  their  several  other  worlds ;  for  the  leading  facts  in  the 

views  to  some  bright  manifestations  of  Deity,  and  history  of  your  world,  resf)ecting  the  fall  of  man, 

Mirer  moNt  interesting  lectures  on  the  works  and  its  dismal  consequences,  and  your  subsequent 

tba  ways  of  God.    This  woukl  be  quite  accord-  redemption  and  reno^'ation,  have  been  coramu* 
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■ieated  to  them,  for  the  purpose  of  enlarging  scale,  and  in  a  dHTerent  c<Mtdition.     It  is  ft  Um^ 

their  views  of  God's  moral  dispensations,  and  sand  times  larger  than  the  globe  you  ooce  uk 

illustrating  the  rectitude  and  benevolence  of  his  habited,  and  was  originally  arrayed  with  al  (htl 

government. — In  their  intercourses  and  associ-  magnificence  and  beauty  which  characterize  tbs 

fttions,  no  discordant  voice  is  ever  heard,  no  works  of  the  Creator.     During  a  coosideraUe 

symptom  of  disaffection  ever  appears,  no  boister-  period  it«  inhabitants  retained  their  ailegiaafls 

ous  passions  ever  disturb  their  tranquillity ;  but  to  their  Maker,  and  their  affection  for  each  •ihsr. 

all  is  harmony  and  order,  peace  and  lore.     Their  But  certain  individuals,  whom  a  principle  tf 

progress  in  the  knowledge  of  God,  and  of  his  pride  and  ambition  had  led  to  desire  stations  «f 

works,  is  rapid  and  sure,  fur  they  see  clearly  die  pre-eminence,  having  dared  ta  violata  sobm  oI 

first  principles  of  all  reasoning  and  science;  and,  the   fundamental   laws    of  tbeir   Creator^— die 

without  once  making  a  false  btep,  or  deducing  an  moral  turpitude  which  this  dispositioo  and  eoa> 

ernmeotn  conclusion,  they  trace  them  with  rapi-  duct  produced,  gradvally  spread  from  one  raak 

dity  and  certainty,  to  all  their  legitimate  conse-  to  another,  (ill  tbe  whole  mass  of  ita  inbabittals 

quences.     Thcnr  acquaintance  with  natural  and  was  completely  oontaninated,  and  plunged  inls 

moral  facts  is  extensive  and  minute.    For  the  a  gulph  of  misery.     To  such  a  drettdful  length 

most  sacred  regard  is  attached  to  truth,  which  has  this  depravity  proceeded,  that  eveo  tbe  «► 

was  never  once  violated  in  that  happy  society ;  temal  aspect  of  that  worid,  which  was  oooefcii 

tnd,  therefore,  every  discovery,  every  new  doc-  as   Eden,   has  assumed  the  appearance  of  ■ 

trine  and  fiict  whi^  is  brought  to  light  by  any  gloomy  i»aste,  and  a  barren  wildemeas.    !%» 

individual,,  is  regarded  by  alt  others  as  an  esta-  rivers  have  been  turnAl  out  of  their  course,  b^ 

blished  truth  which  is  never  called  in  question,  these  infatuated  beings,  thai  they  might  oveiflov 

and  which  serves  to  direct  and  fk:ilitate  all  their  and  change  into  a  marsh  tbe  once  fertile  pltiaa 

other  researches.    Unlike  the  exaggerations  and  The  earth  haa  been  dog  into  immense  pits  tai 

fiilsehoods  which  were  once  propagated  «by  lying  chasms,  and  the  vegetable  tribes  have  been  loia 

travellers  and  sceptical  philosophers,   in  your  fi'om  their  roots  and  stripped  of  their  veidore,  ii 

Ibrmer  world,  which  tended  to  bewiUer  the  anx-  order  to  deface  tbe  primeval  beauty  of  crsatiak 

ioui  inquirer,  and  to  obscure  the  radiance  of  Bv  these,  and  other  horrible  devaatatioBi,  At 

truth;  in  yonder  world  truth  is  regartfed  as  a  ethereal  fluid  in  which  they  breathed,  wUdi 

moat  sacred  and  invaluable  treasure,  as  the  ba«is  formerly  diffused  ft  delightful  fragrance,  has  as* 

of  the  happiness  of  the  moral  univetae,  and  the  become  the  re<^ptade  of  noisome  ezhalstiaaik 

Ibundation  on  wdiich  rests  the  throne  of  the  eter-  which   nauseate  and  irritate  every  apeciss  of 

Bal ;  and,  therefbre,  being  never  violated  by  any  sensitive  exurtence.    Its  brilliant  kaa  tbaaky 

individual,  every  testimony  and  aasertion  is  re-  become  obscured,    so   that  their  sun  ftpp<a» 

oeived  with  unhesitating  confidence.    By  a  rapid  lowering  through  its  dense  vapours,  like  a  dmkf 

mode  of  communication  which  has  been  esta-  ball;  and  their  nocturnal  sky,  which  oace  pio- 

bliriied,  their  intercourses  with  each  other  are  sented  a  splendid  assemblage  of  shining  orfaSf  it 

fiequent  and  delightful,  and  the  discoveries  which  now  covered  with  blackness,  and  darkness,  af 

are  made  of  the  operations  of  infinite  wisdom  and  tempest,  through  which   no  eelestifl  orb  evsr 

benevolence,  are  quickly  circulated  through  all  transmits  the  least  glimmering  ray.     For  lbs 

the  intelligent  ranks  of  Uiat  abode  of  felicity  and  almighty  Contriver  of  all  worlds  haa  ao  arranged^ 

Ibve.    Beingsfromother  worlds  occasionally  visit  proportioned,  and  adjusted  every  circurastaaet 

them,  and  convey  interesting  intelligence,  and  in  the  constitution  of  nature,  that  the  awalkit 

affectionate  congratulations  from    the    regions  derangement,  by  malevolent  beinga,  of  the  ordir 

whence  they  came  ;  and  a  glorious  symbol  of  he  has  established,  is  always  productive  of  dJa* 

the  divine  Majesty  was  htely  displayed  in  their  astrous  effects. 

firmament,  from  which  was  announced,  in  ma-         "  Instead  of  being  animatedwith  lovo  to  their 

jestic  bnt  mild  and  transporting  language— the  Creator,  and  to  oi>e  another,  which  ia  the  first 

approbation  of  their  Creator,  and  his  purpose  of  duty  of  all  iotelligenc  creatures,  they  hate  their 

translating  them,  as  a  reward  of  their  obedience,  Maker,  and  curse  him  on  aocoumt  of  tbe 

to  another  region  of  his  empire,  to  behold  new  ence  he  has  given  them ;  and  they  hato 

displays  of  his  beneficence  and  power.  other,  with  a   perfect    hatred.      There 

*'  This  is  a  specimen  of  the  moral  order  and  among  them  no  peace,  justice,  sympathyi  fiioid 

happiness  which  prevail  among  the  greater  part  ship,  or  confidence.    E|very  one  hehoMa  and  r> 

of  those  worlds  which  shine  from  afiur  in  yonder  cognises  another  with  the  oouDteaaaee  of  ft  fisad^ 

firmament,  but  which  are  distingmshed  by  a  va-  and  is  ever  intent  upon  annoying  him  to  the  a^ 

riety  of  peculiar  circumstances,  whidi  shall  be  most  of  his  power.    And,  were  it  not  that  thiit 

vnfokled  on  another  occasion.**  bodies  are  constructed  on  an  iwumartd 

Directing  their  view  to  another  distant  orb,  ao  that  no  power  less  than  infinite  can 

which  appears  like  a  dim  ruddy  speck  in  an  ob-  destroy  them, — their  ferocious 

aeura  Quarter  of  the  firaBament,  he  may  thus  long  ere  now,  have  efiected  the  uttar 

•raoaed:— ^ThBt»toft»iaftw«[1doiiftdifl8Nat  thmoferary  hidivkhai  m  fk^ 
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(e  wofU.     Their  bodies,   which  were  guilty  world.*    Tnbothhemisplieres  ofthiiglobo, 

ir  aod  glorious,  are  now  covered  with  shall  the  joyful  message  be  proclaimed.     This 

tark  of  vileness  and  deformity.     They  suddun  and  unexpected  annouiicement  will  arrest 

delight  in  contemplating  the  glories  of  the  attention  of  every  inhabitant,  and  rekindle 

eators  workmanship,  for  th^y  have  de-  in  his  broaiit  those  sparks  of  gratitude,  which 

rery  beauty  which  creation  displayed,  had  been  k«>  long  extinguished.     To  prove  lh« 

came  fresh  and  fair  from  the  hand  of  its  sincerity  of  this  annunciation,  the  '  Power  of  th« 

and  the  intelligence  and  wi:idom  they  Highest*  will  be  interposed  to  purify  the  aimos* 

possessed,   are   now  obliterated,  and  pliere,  to  restore  the  desolations  \%l>ich  had  been 

into  ignorance  and  (oily.  produced,  and  to  renew  the  face  of  nature.    A 

the    commencement   of  this  afidcting  series  of  moral  instructions  will  commerK:e,  and  ' 

'  depravity,  a  messenger  was  des|tatched  be  carried  on  with  vigour,  till  all  be  fully  cod« 

■  Almighry  Sovereign  to  warn  them  of  vinced  of  tlie  folly  and  impiety  of  their  conduct. 

iger,  and  to  urge  them  tu  reformation ;  C  Jer  will  be  gradually  re-established ;  afieo 

hey  had  act  then  felt  the  fliU  effects  of  tionate  intercourses  will  commence ;  an  indeliblo 

slchednesa  into  which  they  were  plung-  impression  of  their  ingratitude  and  wickedneaa, 

er  a  few  temporary  pangs  of  remorse,  and  of  the  justice  and  benevolence  of  God,  wiH 

Btvmed  every  one  to  his  evil   ways.'  be  for  ever  (ixeti  in  their  minds,  which  will  secura 

elligenoes,  from  other  worlds,  have  oc-  themj  at  all  future  periods,  from  a  similar  apoc* 

ly  been  sent,  to  contemplate  the  gloomy  tacy ;  and  peace,  truth,  and  happiness  shall  fioalfy 

ind  the  sad  desolations  of  this  wretched  reign  triumphant." 

in  order  that  they  might  bring  back  in-        On  such  topics  as  these,  may  we  suppose  our 

e  to  the  worlds  with  which  they  are  Redeemer,  in  the  character  of  Mediator,  ooca- 

uneJiately  connected,  of  the  dismal  ef*  sionally  to  expatiate,  with  irresistible  ek)quence, 

xioeed  by  the  violation  of  those  eternar  when  presiding  in  the  assemblies  of  his  redeemed ; 

reetitods  whtdi  the  Grovernor  of  the  uni-  and  the  emotions  produced  by  such  commtmicftf- 

s  ordained.     The  Creator  has,  for  many  tions,  will  doubtless  excite  them  to  join  in  unison 

rmttted  those  physical  and  moral  dtsor-  in  celebrating  the  divine  character  and  adminis- 

esisv— not  because  he  delights  in  the  tration,  in  si»ch  strains  as  these.' — "  Halleluia! 

if  nay  of  his  creatures,  but  because  he  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  reigneth.    True  and 

Bgard  to  the  ultimate  happiness  of  the  righteous  are  his  judgments.     Salvation,  and 

itelligent  system.    He  leaves  them,  in  glory,  and  honour,  and  power,  tmto  the  Lord  our 

I  tisse,  '  to  eat  of  the  firuit  of  their  own  Qod.    Thou  art  worthy  to  receive  glory,  bqoour, 

hat  they  may  feel  the  full  efTects  of  their  and  power ;  fur  thou  hast  created  all  things,  and 

'  and   wickedness.    He  has  permitted  for  thy  pleasure  they  are  and  were  created.*** 

proceed  thus  far  in  their  rebellion  Und 

r,  in  order  that  surrounding  worlds  may         Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  show,  that  even 

tpprised  of  the  dismal  efTects  that  must  that  portion  of  tlie  imiverse  which  lies  within 

ly  eaiue  on  every  infringement  of  moral 

T"!,:-  A^m,^\*t^A  ««.,u  Jl^A  ;«.  or^t^K^i        •  '  ^^^^  nt*"^  of  ^7  readers  will  consider  the 

This  desolated  world  and  its  wretched  g„p»oBiUon  of  the  Re«leemer  occasionally  deliver- 

nts  are  doomed  to  remain  in  their  pre-  Ing  lectures  on  divine  subjects  to  an  assembly  of  his 

loraWe  state,  for  ages  yet  to  come,  till  Balnli«,  us  elihor  improbable,  extravagant,  or  roman- 

J    ..,..,    ".      '  ,  J  tic.    rilnce  wrillna:  the  above,  I  And,  that  the  pious 

isive  and  indelitile  impression  be  nuade  ^nd  philosophic  Dr.  I.  Watts  entertained  a  sinillar 

nhabitants  of  everv  province  of  God's  opinion.    Inhis  «:rmon,"Onlhehapplne8Bof  ?epa- 

^r  ik^;..  At.w.ai  nKi;V..t:»n  t.^  f,^,^Cr^„n  »«  r.^te  spirit?,"  when  descrllilng  the  emploj'mentK  of 

of  their  eternal  obligation  to  conform  to  ^^^  ^^^]^^^^  ^^^,.1  ^^^  ^^^^  expresses  his  intlments 

vs  and  principles  of  moral  order  whirh  on  this  topU;—"  Perhaps  you  will  suppose  there  Is 

ite  wisdom  has  established  for  the  regu-  no  sMch  service  as  hearing  sermons,  that  there  Is  no 

....  I,.       .       . J    ,       ...  attendance  uiwn  the  word  of  God  there.    Bui  are 

the  intelligent  universe ;  and  also,  that  ^^g  s„re  there  are  no  such  entertainments?    Are 

liserable    beings    them.«}elve8    mav    be  there  no  leciureR  of  divine  wisdom  and  sraix^fflven 

»A  f>.An«i#<«>M(inn   UH  in  hiimKU  thi>ni.  lo  the  younacr  Spirits  there,  by  Spirits  Of  a  more  sx- 

to  consideration,  led  to  humble  them-  ^^^  ^^^^^^^ ,    *^   ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^^  j^^^  ^^^^^^ 

B  bis  presence,  and  made  to  feel  some  hlm.'iclf  be  the  e\«.i lasting  Teacher  of  his  church! 

I  of  contrition  for  their  impiety  and  in-  May  l»e  not  at  solemn  seasons  sumnoon  all  heaven 

.      -UTKiMi  tk«^  MnAm  .r.  ml.^^Lt^\imhi^A  »<>  ^car  him  puhlUh  some  new  and  surprising  dls- 

u     When  these  ends  are  accomplished,  ^.^verlcs  which  have  never  yet  been  made  known 

;  effulgence  shall  suddenly  illume   the  to  the  ages  of  nature  or  of  grace,  and  are  reserved 

.  of  their  night,  their  atmosphere  shaU  to  ontcnaln  the  attemlon,  and  to  exall  the  pleasure 

,-.  "*         ...        i-^u-  of  spirits  advanced  to  glory !    Must  we  learn  all  by 

•d  or  lU  vapours,  and  the  glonourf-orbs  ^y^^  ^^^e  contemplation  of  Christ's  person?    Does 

B  shall  once  more  burst  upon  their  view  ;  he  never  make  use  of  speech  to  Um  instruction  and 

liahMl  inhahitmntfl  shAll  lift  no  their  eves  i^y  <>'  ■**"^  above.— <.>r.  It  may  be,  that  our  blessed 

iisnea  innanitanis  siiaii  iiii  up  incir  eyes  £^^  ^^^^^^  ^  j^^  ^^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^  ^,^,^^1^  ^^^  ^. 

uement  at  the  wondrous  and  unlooked-  known  way  of  communicating  a  long  discourse,  or 

tacls.  and  a  divine  messenger,  arrayed  s  ion?  train  of  ideas  and  discoveries  to  milllous  of 

AiA   L.i«^«     .K.li    .«r,viutm    <  P««<^  blessed  Spirits  at  once.  Without  the  formalliles  of 

did   majesty,   sball   proclaun,     feace  yoice  and  language,  and  at  some  peculiar  seasons  hn 

■vcA-^Qood-wiU  Drum  Jehovah  to  this  may  thus  tnstractaoidelicbt  Ills  saints  la  ImtvB." 
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Uie  rviach  of  our  assisted  vision,  corofirehends  and  the  oih«r  an  area  of  twenty  th(mtandmiOiti0 

within  its  capacious  sphere,  at  least  two  tliou-  of  miles,  and  suAkient  to  contain  a  popuUtkitf 

•and  four  hundred  miltioas  of  worlds— that  each  one  humlred  and  forty  tirna  larger  that  of  our 

of  these  worlde,  being  coostructed  by  infinite  gii>be.  although  they  were  as  thinly  peopled  as 

wisdom,  must  exhibit,  even  in  its  external  as-  the  oorth  in  at  present.     5.  Seven  satellites,  or 

pact,   a  scene  wordiy  of  the  contemplation  of  moons,  each  of  which  is  umXiubiedly  as  large  as 

•very  rational  being — that  it  is  highly  probable,  the  globe  on  which  we  live,  and  some  of  them,  pro* 

from  ascertained  facts,  from  analogy,  and  from  bably,  of  imich-  greater  dimensions.     The  mag> 

revelaiioii,  that  each  of  these  worlds  has  a  |»e-  niticent   and  astonishing  scenery  displayed  m 

culiarity  of  scenery,  snd  of  api>endage«,  which  this  planet,  so  very  different  from  any  thing  dul 

distinguish  it  from  every  other — that  there  is  a  is  behdd  in  our  terrestrial  sphere — the  stupeo* 

gradalioD  of  inteUect,  and  beings  of  different  duus  luminous  arches  which  stretch  across  ilt 

orders  among  the  inhabciaols  of  these  worlds—  fkoiMuerri,  like  pillars  of  doud  by  day  and  pD- 

that  it  is  probable  their  corporeal  forms-  and  lars  of  fire  by  night— 4h«  diversified  sbaidows  they 

Iheir  organs  of  sensation  are  likewise  wonder-  occasionally  cast  on  the  surroumMng  landscapr 

fuUy  diversified— and  thot  the  natural  and  moral  —the  appearance  and  disappearance  of  its  muooi, 

history  of  each  presents  scenes  and  transactions  their  eciipee;!,  and  diversified  aspects  in  rrapecf 

different  fi-om  those  which  are  found  in  any  other  to  each  other,  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  dw 

world.    So  that  when  the  mind  endeavours  to  planet  itself,— the  novel  scenes  which  wouU  ip* 

grasp  the  immense  number  of  worlds,  here  pre-  pear  in  the  animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  kinf- 

aented  to  our  mental  view,  and  considers  the  dome— 4he  customs,  manners,  and  einfdoymeatf 

variety  of  aspect  in  which  each  of  them  requires  of  the  iohabitanta— the  series  of  events  whkb 

to  be  contemplated— there   appears,   to    such  have  happened  among  them  and  Che  tenor  of  Ar 

limited  inteDects  as  ours,  no  prospect  of  a  ter-  divine  dispensations  in  relation   to  their  ptM 

raination  to  the  surrey  off  a  scene  so  eatensive  history  and  their  future  desthiation — these,  sad  t 

and  overwhelming;  but,  on  the  contrary,  a  ra-  thousand  other  partiadars,  of  which   we  eil 

tional  presumption,  that  one  scene  of  gktry  will  form  no  distinct  conception— <ou Id  not  &3  to  iP 

ha  followed  by  another,  in  porpeiual  sueoession,  ford  a  sublime  and  delightful  gratifleatioo  to  i  it' 

while  agea  roU  away.  tfonal  intelligence  for  a  series  of  ages. 

If  it  would  require,  even  to  beings  endowed        **  It   is   probaUe,  too,  that  even  widiiB  fW 

with  mental  powers  saparior  to  those  of  man,  se-  boundaries  of  our  aolcr  system,  hnportant  pby* 

▼aral  hundred  of  years,  to  survey  the  diversified  sical  and  moral  revoluttons  hirve  happened  sinoe 

iandaeapas  which  our  globe  displays,  toinvesti-  its  creatiooi  besides  those  which  faflire  agltstc^ 

fata  the  numerous  chymicid  processes  going  on  in  iha  workl  in  which  we  dwell.    On  the  sorfccs 

the  animal,  the  vegeubloi  and  the  mineral  king*  of  the  planet  Jupitor,  dutngea  are  oecasioaslly 

doma,  throughout  the  surface  of  the  earth,  the  taking  place,  visible  at  the  remote  distance  al 

reoaases  of  the  ocean,  and  the  subterraneous  re-  which  we  are  placed.    The  diversity  of  appsar* 

^ons,  and  to  trace  the  history  of  every  tribe  of  ance  that  has  been  observed  in  the  sulistaDcef 

its  inhabitants  during  a  period  of  six  thousand  termed  its  belu,  in  whatever  they  roay-oooiilt, 

yaars,— if  it  would  require  thousands  of  yeara  or  from  whatever  cause  this  diversity  may  ori- 

to    explore   the-  plai>tery  system,   which    pre-  ginate,— -indicates  change  as  great,  as  if  ih* 

sents  a  field  of  inquiry  two  thousand  times  more  whole  mass  of  clouds  which  ovariiang  Europe, 

extensive — how  many  hundreds  of  thousands  of  and  the  not  them  parts  of  Asia  uid  America, 

millions  of  years  would  be  roquiftite  to  studj  were  to  be  completely  swept  away,  and  snspeS' 

and  investigate  the  visible  universe  in  all  that  ded  in  dense  strata  over  the  Pacific  and  the  la- 

rariety  of  aspect  to    which  I  have    now    ad-  dianoccans,— oras  if  the  watersof  the  Atlantie 

verted !— To  explore  the  diversified    structure  ocean  were  to  overflow  the  continent  of  Ama- 

and    arrangements  of  the  bodies  which   oon»-  rica,  and  leave  its  deepest  caverns  eipoaed  lo 

posethesobrsystem,  and  the  moral  events  which  view.— There  were  lately  diacorerad,  betwesa 

have  taken  place  among  its  inhabitanta,  would  the  orbits  of  Mars  and  Jupiter,  fbnramanplaiMia' 

require  a  long  series  oT  ages.     The  system  of  ry  bodies;  and,  on  grounds  which  are  higUyprbb- 

bodies  connected  with  the  planet  Saturn,  would,  able,  astronomers  have  conduded,  that  thc^  ones 

of  itself,  require  several  hundreds  of  years  of  fornied  a  larger  body  whidi  moved  in  the 

study  and  research,  in  order  to  acquire  a  gtneral  region,  and  which  had  burst  asunder  by 

view  of  its  physicai,  moral,  and  intellectual  as-  immense  eruptive  (brce  proceeding  from  Itsi 

pects  and  relations.    Here  we  have  presented  tral  farts.    This  probable  cireumstapee,  togs* 

to  view,—!.  A  globe  of  vast  dimensions  capable  ther  with  a  variety  of  singular  phemimeua  ev 

of  containing  a  population  of  sentient  and  intelli-  bited  by  these  planets,  mturtSy  lead  la  to  eot* 

font  beings  more  than  a  hundred  timea  greater  dude,  that  some  important  moral  reariutiuM 

than  that  of  the  earth,    t.  Two  immense  rings,  had  taken  place,  m  relatma  to  the  beinga  sd^ 

the  ooa  of  them  eontaining,  on  both  its  sides  an  which  it  was  peopled ;  and  sagged  to  the 

>if s^gX  Hmmmd  mmtm  of  fquatt  ■flaa>  •▼•riety  of  laMkBe  nd  ' 
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icfa  nftj  tiercafter  be  di«ckMed.-^The  planet  consideration  miggeats  an  idea  of  duratioo,  which 
Ts,  in  several  respects,  bears  a  strikinf;  re-  to  limited  inteilecis  sudi  as  ours,  seems  to  ap- 
ibUnce  to  our  earth.  Its  rotation  rourui  its  proximate  to  the  idea  of  eternity  itsi^lf.  Even 
I  is  accomplished  in  nearly  the  same  time  as  although  it  could  be  shown,  that  creation  extend- 
«artb,  namely,  in  S4  hours  and  40  minutes,  ed  no  farther  tLan  the  utmost  bounds  which  the 
e  inclinatioQ  of  its  axis  to  the  plane  of  its  ingenuity  uf  man  has  enabled  him  to  penetrate, 
it  is  S8  degrees  and  43  minutes,  that  of  the  —still,  the  vas>t  assemblage  of  glorious  objects 
ih  being  S3  degrees  28  minutes.  Conse-  contained  within  the  range  of  our  assisted  vi- 
fotly,  it  eperiencesB  diversity  uf  seasons,  and  sion,  shows  what  an  infinite  variety  of  mental 
ereot  lengths  ofda3rs  and  nights,  as  we  do  in  gratification  the  Creator  may  bestow  on  his  in- 
sublunary  sphere.  Hence  Sir  William  telligent  oflTspring ;  and  we  are  assured,  that 
rschel  infiiriH  us,  that  he  observed  a  lumi-  *'  no  good  thing  will  he  witlihold  from  them  that 
■  xone  about  the  poles  of  this  planet,  which  walk  uprightly.'* 

ubject  to  periodical  changes,  and  is  of  opi-  But,  would  it  be  reasonable  to  admit,  that  the 
a,  that  this  pheoomenoo  is  produced  by  the  dominions  of  the  universal  Sovereign  terminate 
actioaof  the  sun's  light  upon  its  polar  re*  at  the  boundaries  of  human  viyiun?  Can  we 
Di,  and  that  the  variation  in  the  magnitude  believe,  that  puny  nuui,  who  occupies  so  diminu- 
1  appearmooa  of  this  zone  is  owing  to  the  tive  a  speck  ajnong  the  works  of  God,  has  pe- 
lting of  these  masses  of  polar  ice.  Its  at-  nelratedtotheutmoetiimitsof  the  empire  of  Him 
sphere  is  liiiewise  found  to  be  very  dense  and  who  fills  the  immensity  of  space  with  his  presence? 
core ;  which  is  the  cause  of  that  rudify  As  soon  might  we  suppose,  tliat  a  snail  could 
>earai>o  which  this  orb  uniformly  exhibiu.  penetrate  to  the  utmost  extremity  of  the  ocean, 
wse  circomstances  indicate  a  striking  simi-  ^nd,  with  one  glance,  survey  its  deepest  caverns ; 
ity,  in  its  ph^fdeal  constituti(»i,  to  that  of  the  or,  that  a  microscopic  animalcula,  which  is  con- 
rth.  Whether  the  moral  state  of  its  inhabi-  fined  to  a  drop  of  water,  in  the  crevice  of  a  small 
Its  bears  any  resemblance  to  the  present  con-  etone,  coukl  explore  atone  comprehensive  view, 
tion  of  mankind,  is  a  question  which  naturally  the  regions  of  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America. 
ggesls.  itself  toad  whidi  may  possibly  be  solved  Shall  we  consider  the  viMib^  system  of  nature,— 
die  future  state  to  winch  we  are  destined,  magnificent  and  extensive  as  it  is,— hi  palace  siiP 
nst  and  amw,  the  accumulation  and  melting  ficient  for  the  habitation  of  the  Deity  7  No :  diit 
'  nst  nasaea  of  polar  ice,  kmg  nights,  and  would  be,  to  circumscribe  the  Almighty  within 
iMrfMoniM,  scenes  of  darkness  and  desolation,  the  limits  of  our  imperfect  vision,  and  within 
onqr  ckMidfl,  and  a  dense  hazy  atmosphere  the  sphere  of  our  comprehension.  <*  Behold,  the 
rcbaiged  with  wintry  exhalations,  do  not  ap-  heavens,  and  the  heaven  of  heavens,  cannot  con« 
•rtobethe  characteristics  of  a  world  where  tain  him!"  This  declaration  implies,  that,  be- 
id«ct  happiness  is  enjoyed.  The  Sun  which  yond  all  that  tho  inhabitants  of  this  world  can 
the  centre  of  our  system,  and  which  enlight-  explore  in  the  visible  firmament,  there  is  a 
•  MUTOunding  worlds  with  his  beams,  is  five  "  heaven  of  heavens** — a  region  which  contains 
ndred  times  larger  than  all  the  planets  and  unnumbered  firmaments,  as  glorious  and  extensive 
wos  taken  together.  And,  since  we  perceive  as  that  which  we  behold,— -throughout  tHe  vast 
Soeitt  changes  taking  place  in  his  sur&ce  and  extent  of  which,  the  Deity  is  eternally  and  essen- 
lUDOUS  atmosphere,  there  is  doubtless  a  variety  tially  present.  With  r«^gard  to  all  that  is  visible 
tttooisfaing  processes  and  transformations  go-  by  tho  unassisted  eye,  or  by  the  telescope,  in 
(on,  both  in  the  exterior  and  interior  parts  tlie  vault  of  heaven,  we  may  say  with  the  poet  :— 
this  immense  luminary,  on  a  scale  of  mogoi- 
le  and  grandeur,  which  it   would  be  hiiihiy  "Vast  concave  I  ample  dome!  wast  thou  design'd 

apnt  to  lH*old  .od  i„ve.ng«.,  «d  which  ^S^  "ffir^fcX'^hf.Ia..  Impai™. 

uU  raise  to  the  highest  pilch,  our  conceptions  Thy  lofty  sinks,  and  shallows  thy  profound, 

the   magnificence    and  glory  of  Him  "  who  And  straitens  thy  diffusive ;  dwarfs  the  whole, 

«_  .     T?.,                   .  \i    II  And  makes  an  universe  aifcorrerw." 

bOs  id  li^t  unapproachable."  '^ 

r,  then,  the  planetary  system,  which  occu-  Beyond  the  wide  circumference  of  that  sphere 
I  no  larger  a  portion  of  space  than  one  of  tho  which  terminates  the  view  of  mortals,  a  boundless 
lUast  stars  that  twinkle  in  our  sky,  wouki  region  exists,  which  nor  human  eye  can  penetrate, 
wd  iuch  a  vast  multiplicity  of  objects  for  the  and  which  no  finite  intelligence  can  explore.  To 
iteopUtion  of  intelligent  beings,  -  during  a  suppose  that  the  infinitely  extended  region  which 
se  of  ages, — what  an  immense  assemblage  of  surrounds  all  that  is  visible  in  creation,  is  a  mere 
{nst  objects  and  astonishing  events  is  present-  void,  would  be  u  unreasonable,  as  to  have  affirm- 
before  tki  in  the  physical  arangements,  and  ed,  prior  to  tho  invention  of  the  telescope,  that 
I  Bontl  history  of  the  myriads  of  systems  and  no  start  existed  beyond  those  which  are  visible 
ridi  to  which  I  have  alluded,  and  what  an  in>-  to  the  naked  eye.  When  we  consider  the  limited 
■M  duration  vrouU  be  requisite  for  finite  focuhies  of  man,  and  the  infinite  attributea  of  the 
■di  to  surri/  tba  wondroua  icene !     This  EiotboI  Mind,  we  hkf  iw  higfaMt  maoa  tv 
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eoodude,  that  it  ib  but  a  Tory  imall  portion  of  replenished  with  netv  orders  of  material  i 

the  worlcs  of  Qod  which  has  be«n  disclosed  to  tellectual  exintence  :  and,  were  he  to  ret 

our  view.    **  Could  you  soar  beyond  the  moon,  the  point  from  which  he  at  first  set  out 

(says  a  well-known  writer)  and  pass  through  all  numerous  ages  had  elapsed,  he  would, 

the  planetary  choir ;  could  you  wing  your  way  less,  behtld  new  changes  and  revoloti* 

to  the  highest  apparent  star,  and  take  your  stan>1  many  provinces  of  the  Creator's  domin 

on  one  of  those  loftiest  pinnacles  of  heaven,  you  new  heavens  and  new  earths — and  new  t 

woukl  there  see  other  skies  expanded,  another  of  sentient  and  intellectual  beings,  differec 

tun  distributing  his  beams  by  day,  other  stars  all  those  he  at  first  contemplated, 
that  gild  the  alternate  night,  and  other,  perhaps         That  such  is  the  plan  of  the  Creator's 

nobler  systems  established  in  unknown  profusion  tions,  is  not  a  mere  conjecture  or  surmise, 

through  the  boundless  dimensions  of  space.     Nor  warranted  from  observations  which  hav< 

would  the  dominion  of  the  universal  Sovereign  made  on  the  phenomena  of  the  celestial  1 

terminate  thir«.     Even  at  the  end  of  this  vast  New  stars'  have,  at  different  periods,  ap 

tour,  you  would  find  yours^  advanced  no  farther  in  the  heavens;  which  are  plain  indicati 

than  the  suburbs  of  creation,— arrived  only  at  the  the  continued  exertion  of  creating  power, 

frontiers  of  the  great  Jehovah's  kingdom.*'  planets  have  burst  asunder  into  differen 

It  is  highly  probable,  that,  were  all  the  two  ments,  and  stars  which  had  shone  ^  age 

thousand  four  hundred  millions  of  worlds  to  which  disappeared,  and  their  existence,  in  their  ! 

we  have  adverted,  with  all  the  eighty  millions  of  state,  cannot  now  be  traced.*    Such  fact 

■uiis  around  which  they  revolve,  to  be  suddenly  dentiy  show,  that  some  important  revol 

extinguished  and  annihilated,  it  Would  not  cause  have  taken  place  m  relation  to  the  bodies 

■o  great  a  blairii  in  creation,  to  an  eye  that  coukl  have  thus  been  withdrawn  from  our  view, 

take  in  the  whole  immensity  of  nature,  tu  the  ing  forages  run  their  destined  course,  eithe 

extinction  of  the  pleiadeSf  or  seven  stars,  woukl  constitution  has  undergone  an  essential  d 

cause  in  our  vuible  firmament.    The  range  of  or  they  have  been  removed  to  another  rf( 

material  existence  may,  indeed,  have  certain  immensity,  to  subserve  other  purposes 

limits  assigned  to  it ;  but  such  limits  can  be  per-  magnificent  arrangements  of  the  Sovereif 

eeived  only  by  that  Eye  which  beholds,  at  one  telligence.    The  observations  made  by  Sii 

(lance,  the  whole  of  infinite  space.       To  the  Ham  Hersdiel  on  the  ndmUna  appearan 

view  of  every  ,^fute  mind,  it  must  always  appear  the  heavens,  and  on  the  changes  and  mo 

boundless  anid  incomprehensible.    Were  it  poe-  tions  which  they  undergo,  lead  to  thecond 

sible  that  we  could  ever  arrive  at  the  outskirts  of  that  new  systems  are  gradually  f<mntng 

creation,  aAer  having  surveyed  all  that  exists  in  distant  regions  of  the  universe.   And,  if  tbt 

the  material  universe,  we  might  be  said,  in  some  ting  energy  of  the  Omnipotent  is  at  prei 

mea<<ure,  to  comprehend  the  Creator  himself;  constant  operation,  and  has  been  so  for  age 

having  perceived  the  utmost  limits  to  which  his  who  shall  dare  to  affirm,  that  it  shall  ever 

power  and  intelligence  have  been  extended.  For,  its  exertion  through  all  the  ages  of  eterait 
although  we  admit,  that  the   perfectiona  of  the         Here,  then,  we  have  presented  to  oar  cc 

Creator  are  iii^m<e;  yet  we  have  no  tangible  plation,  an  assemblage  of  material  and  intel 

measure  of  these  perfections,  but  what  appears  exbtence,  to  which  the  human  mind  can  a 

in  the  immense  variety  and   extent  of  nuterial  boundaries, — which  is   continually  mere 

and  intellectual  existence.    And  we  may  hence  and  still  an  infinity  of  space  remaining  fi 

conclude,  that  the  highest  order  of  created^intel-  petual  accessions,  during  the  lapse  c^  c 

lects,  afler  spending  myriads  of  agts  in  their  re-  ages, — an  assemblage  of  beings,  which,  ic 

search,  will  never  come  to  a  period  in  their  invcs-  of  number,  of  magnitude,  and  of  extent, 

ligations  of  the  works  and  the  ways  of  God.  to  correspond  with  a  boundless  duration 

Even  although  we  could  conceive  certain  Ii>  that,  we  have  no  reason  to  doubt,  that 

mits  to  the  material  universe,  and  that,  afler  the  saints  in  light"  will  be  perpetually  acquirk 

lapse  of  millions  of  ag(§s,  a  holy  intelligence  had  discoveries  of  the  divine  glory,  new  pre 

finished  his  excuraiona,  and  made  the  tour  of  the  into  the  immensity  of  God's  f^Mrattona 

universal  system  whidi  now  exists,— >yet.  who  views  of  the  rectitude  and  grandeur  of  bis 

can  set  bounds  to  the  active  energies  of  the  Eteiw  government,  new  aoceasiona  to  their  feticil 

nal  Mind,  or  aay,  that  new  avstems  of  creation,  new  and  transporting  trains  of  tboogbt,  vi 

different  firom  all  that  have  hitherto  been  con-  the  least  interruption,  as  hmf  as  etaroUy  68 
ttructod,  ahall  not  be  perpetually  emerging  into 
existence  ?    By  the  time  a  finite  being  biwl  ex- 

qmred  a  knowlodce  of  all  the  moral  and  physical  which  were  not  known  to  the  ancients-    Son 

revolutiooi  wfaitA  hare  happened  among  the  gradnMy  increased  in  hrflllaacy.    Some  Um 

,^^Am  .ikUk  m» A'^lmmifm  tk«  JfStU  tX  foroMtly  vaHoUe,  now  shine  with  a  steady 

worlda  wmch,  at  V*^^  divarsity  the  v«tds  of  ,^|,  others  have  bean  oonstantty  dlmlnlal 

Mfr  NgiM  of  lafisito  wftM  aufht  b«  M^itD«M. 
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YRBOirs  ar  ooo.  worlds,  in  every  region  of  space.    Here,  too, 

deputations  from  all  the  different  provinces  of 

ust  one  idea  more  that  may  he  sug-  creation,  may  occasionally  assemble,  arKl  the  in« 

iition  to  the  several  views  exhibited  habitants  of  different  worlds  mingle  with  each 

der  to  raise  to  a  higher  pitch  of  other,  and  learn  the  grand  outlines  of  those  physi- 

ir  views  of  the  grandeur  of  the  Di-  cal  operations  and  moral  transactions,  which 

md  of  the  magnificence  of  his  works,  have  taken  place  in  their  respective   spheres, 

(tares  frequently  reibr  to  a  particular  Here,  may  be  exhibited  to  the  view  of  unnum- 

Ktance,  or  manifestation,  termed  the  bered  multitudes,  objects  of  sublimity  and  glory, 

i;  as  in  the  following  passages : —  which  are  no  where  else  to  be  found  within  tlie 

my  throtUt  and  the  earth  is  my  foot-  wide  extent  of  creation.    Here,  intelligences  of 

he  Lord  hath  prepared  his  throne  in  the  highest  order,  who  have  attained  the  most 

'     "  A  ghriouM  high  thnmey  from  sublime  heights  of  knowledge  and  virtue,  may 

g,  is  the  pUu:e  df  thy  sanctuary."  form  the  principal  part  of  tlie  population  of  this 

are  tbey  before  the  throne  of  G^,  magnificent  region.     Here,  the  glorified  body  of 

im  day  and  night  in  his  temple.'*  the  Redeemer  may  have  taken  its  principal  sta- 

ind  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  tion,  as  "  the  head  of  all  principalities  and  pow- 

tbat  sits  upon  the  throne.**— These,  ers  :**  and  here  likewigo,  Enoch  and  Elijah  may 

ipressions  and  representations,  must  reside,  in  the  mean  time,  in  order  to  learn  the 

1,  either  as  merely  metaphorical,  or  history  of  the  magnificent  plans  and  operations 

0  som^  particular  region  of  the  uni-  of  Deity,  that  they  may  be  enabled  to  oommu* 
the  Divine  glory  is  reflected,  in  nicate  intelligence  respecting  them  to  their  breth* 

rly  magnificent  manner,  fix>m  mat^  ren  of  the  race  of  Adam,  when  they  shall  again 

and  where  the  manifestations  of  the  mingle  with  them  iu  the  world  allotted  for  their 

cter  are  most  illustriously  displayed.  abo<ie,  after  the  general  resurrection.     Here,  the 

reference  to  the  splendour  and  mag-  orandsur  of  ^e  Deity,  the  glory  of  his  physi- 

articular  portion  of  creation,  there  cal  and  moral  perfections,  and  the  immensity  of 

Rnical  ides,  which  may  help  us  to  his  empire,  may  strike  the  mind  with  more  bright 

xmceptioo  of  this  "  f^orious  high  effulgence,  and  excite  more  elavated  emotions  of 

ch  is  the  peculiar  residence  of  the  admiration  and  rapture,  than  in  any  other  pro- 

b  now  considered  by  astronomers,  vince  of  universal  nature.    In  fine,  this  vast  aad 

bable,  if  not  certain,— 4rom  late  ob-  splendid  central  universe  may  constitute  that  au- 

■om  the  nature  of  gravitation,  and  gust  mamion  referred  to  in  Scripture,  under  the 

itaoces,  that  all  the  systems  of  the  the  designation  of  the  third  heavens — tbx 

)lve  round  one  common  centre,—  throne  of  the  eternal — the  heaven  or 

centre  may  bear  as  great  a  propor-  heavens — the   high  and   holy  place— 

1  of  magnitude,  to  the  universal  and  the  light  that  is  inaccessible  and 

if  systems  blh  the  sun  does  to  his  full  of  glory.* 

planets.     And,  since  our  sun  is  five 

•  laraerthim  the  earth   and  all  th«  'Within  the  limits  of  the  last  150  year?,  It  has  been 

s  la.rger  tnan    tie  eartn,  and  all  the  ^^^^^^^  ,j^j,j  j^^  principal  fixed  suirs  have  a  certain 

and  their  satellites  taken  together,  apparent  motion,  which  is  nearly  uniform  and  regu- 

e  scale,  such  a  central  body  would  J^r,  and  is  quite  perceptible  in  the  course  of  thirty 

^  .-^      I-         .k        II  .k  \.   .  or  forty  years,    Thestariirrtunw,  for  example,  has 

id  times  larger  than  all  the  systems  been  obaerved  to  move  three  minutes  and  three  se- 

I  the  universe.     Here,  then,  may  be  comls  in  the  course  of  seveuty-etfht  years.    Most 

le  of  itself— an  cxamnle  of  material  of  »he  stars  have  moved  toward  the  south.    The 

le  oi  iise  I     an  example  oi  materia  ^^^^  ,^  ^^^  northern  quarter  of  the  heavens  seem 

(edmg  all  the  rest  m  magnitude  and  to  widen  their  relative  (Kihlllons.  while  those  In  the 

J  in  which  are  blemlcd  the  glories  southern  appear  to  contract  their  distances.    These 

-  ...«•>,«      ir  ,U'.«  :.  :«  ,^^\it^,  tu^  motions  seem  evidently  to  indicate,  that  the  earth, 

r  system,     ii  in  is  is  m  reality  ine  and  all  the  othorboiUes  of  the  solar  system,  are  mov- 

with  the  most  emphatic  propriety,  ing  in  a  direction  from  the  stars,  in  the  soulbem 

IE  THRONE  of  God  F**"^  "^  ^''*'  ''**^''  ^o^'*'"'*  those  In  the  northern.    Dr. 

, .'.           J        ■    .-       ^  . ,  Herschcl  thinks,  that  a  comparison  of  the  changes 

most  sublime  and  magnihcent  idea  hq^  alluded  to,  Indicates  a  motion  of  our  sun  with 

libly  enter  into  the  mind  of  man  his  attending  planets  towanis  the  constellation  Her- 

fiafLA  and  overwhelmAH  in  enHe^-  <^'*''"^-    '^'»  progressive  movement  which  our  sys- 

•eased  and  overwhelmed  m  ended-  ^^^  ^^^^^  j^  absolute  space  Is  justly  supposed  to  be 

meven  a  faint  representation  of  it.  a  portion  of  that  curve,  which  the  sun  describes 
much  it  may  overpower  our  feeble  around  the  centre  of  that  nrhula  to  which  he  belongs  j 
-«  «..„kt  «^  #«-  -L^i.  -.  tU^  lA^m  and,  that  all  the  other  stars  beloneing  to  the  same 
we  ought  not  to  revolt  at  the  idea  ^g^ula.  describe  similar  curves.    And  since  the  unl- 
an  extension  of  the  works  of  God  ;  verse  appears  to  lie  composed  of  thousands  of  fis> 
less  magnificent  seems  suitable  to  f"^-'  or  starry  systems  detached  from  each  other, 
..        _r     •            fT«k-           J  it  is  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  all  the  starry  sye- 
nite pertections. —  ihis  grand  cen-  tems  of  the  universe  revolve  round  one  common 
be  considered  as  the  Capital  of  the  centre,  whose  bulk  and  attractive  influence  are  pro* 

rom  thU  gloriou.  centre,  «nb«i«  5^^^^^ ""C;  ^J.'iS.'ir^.iSi.il'tHK 

ooally  despatched  to  all  surrounding  know,  that  ibe  law  of  giavitaUon  extends  lu  iaAii* 
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Perhaps  noroe  whose  minds  are  not  accustom- 
ed to  such  bold  excursions  through  the  regions 
pf  material  existence,  may  be  apt  to  consider  the 
grand  idea  which  has  now  been  suggi^ted,  and 
many  oT  the  preceding  details  as  too  improbable 
and  extra  vacant  to  claim  our  serious  artention. 
In  reply  lo  such  an  insinuation,  let  it  be  consi- 
dered, in  the^rsf  place^  that  nothing  has  been  sla- 
ted but  wlial  corresponds  to  the  whole  analogy 
of  nature,  and  to  several  sublime  intimations 
contained  in  the  system  of  divine  Revelation. 
It  is  a  fact,  which,  in  the  present  day,  cannot  be 
denied  by  any  one  acquainted  with  the  subject, 
that  the  material  universe,  as  far  as  our  eye  and 
our  glasses  can  carry  us,  consists  of  a  count- 
less multitude  of  vast  bodies,  which  completely 
baf&e  our  feeble  powers  in  attempting  to  form  any 
adequate  conception  of  them.  This  amazing 
fiict,  placed  within  the  evidence  of  our  senses, 
shows  us,  that  it  is  impossible  for  the  human 
mind  to  form  too  extravagant  ideas  of  the  uni- 
verse, or  to  conceive  its  structure  to  be  more  glo- 
rious and  magnificent  than  it  really  is.f 

Again,  nothing  short  of  such  sublime  and 
tnagnificent  conceptions  seems  at  all  suitable  to 
the  idea  of  a  Being  of  infiniie  ]>erfeetion  and  of 
^UmalduraAm*  If  we  admit,  that  the  divine  Be- 

enoe  from  the  sun  to  the  planet  Her»rAel,  at  the 
distance  of  ei^teen  hundred  millions  of  miles,  and 
to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  orliKs  of  the  comets, 
which  stretch  far  beyond  this  limit ;  and  there  is  the 
■tronxcst  reason  to  believe,  that  it  forms  a  connect- 
ing t>ond  between  all  the  bodies  of  the  universe, 
however  distant  from  each  other.  This  being  ad- 
mitted,—the  motion  of  the  different  systems  now 
alluded  to.  and  the  immenaUu  of  the  central  body, 
from  which  motion  of  every  kind  originates,  lo  pro- 
duce the  order  and  harmony  of  the  ujilversc, — ap- 
pear to  he  neccssarj',  in  order  to  preserve  the  balance 
of  the  universal  system,  and  to  prevent  the  numer- 
ous glolM?s  in  the  universe  from  gradually  approach- 
ing each  other,  in  the  courRC  of  ages,  and  becoming 
one  universal  wreck— We  arc  mechanically  con- 
nected with  the  most  distant  stars  visible  through 
our  telescoftes,  by  means  of  light,  which  radiates 
from  those  distant  luminaries,  mingles  with  the  solar 
rajs,  penetrates  our  atmosphere,  and  elTects  our  op- 
tic nerves  with  the  sensation  of  colours,  similar  to 
those  proiiured  by  the  rays  of  the  sun.  And  we  have 
equal  reason  to  conclude,  that  we  arc  lIKewlsc  me- 
chanically connected  with  these  bodies  by  the  law 
of  gravitation.  So  that  the  Idea  thrown  out  above, 
however  grand  and  overwhelming  to  our  feeble 
powers.  Is  not  a  mere  conjecture,  but  fa  founded  on 
observation,  and  on  the  general  analogies  of  the 
universe. 

^In  descending  to  the  minute  parts  of  nature,  we 
obtain  (icuiar  detwnutration  of  facts  which  overpower 
oar  faculties,  and  which  would  be  altogether  incredi- 
ble, were  they  not  placed  within  the  evidence  of  the 
senses.  In  a  drop  of  water,  in  wldch  certain  vege- 
table substances  have  been  infused,  miUiant  of  liv- 
ing creature.s  have  l>een  seen,  and,  in  some  instances 
where  the  animalculre  are  transparent,  their  eyes, 
and  the  peristaltic  motion  of  their  bowels  have 
been  perceived.  The  ntinutenett  of  the  blood-vessel, 
and  other  parts  of  the  structure  of  such  creatures.  Is 
as  wonderful,  and  as  incomprehensible,  on  the  one 
hand,  as  the  magnitude  and  Immensity  of  the  uni- 
verse are  on  the  other,— demonstrating,  that,  in  the 
works  of  the  Creator,  there  In  an  Infinity  on  either 
hani,  which  limited  Intellects  will  never  be  able  Ailljr 
to  oomprebond. 


ing  is  tr{/!ni[e,  pervading  the  immensity  of 
with  his  presence,  why  should  we  be   rehidaoC 
to  admit  the  idea,   thint  his  almighty  aurgjf  u 
exerted  throughout  the  botmdless  regions  of  space! 
for  it  is  just  such  a  conclusion  as  the  notion  of  M 
infinite  intelligence  should   naturally  lead  us  te 
deduce.     Whether  does  it  appear  to  carrcjpaad 
more  with  the  notion  of  an  infinite  Being,  to 
believe,  that  his  creative  power  has  been  coft> 
fined  to  this  small  globe  of  earth,  and  a  few  spark- 
ling studs  fixed  in  the  csnopy  of  the  sky,  or  to 
admit,  on  the  grouild  of  observation  and  analogj, 
that  he  has  launched  into  existence  millions  of 
worlds — that  all  the  millions  of  systems  widuD 
the  reach  of  our  vision,  are  but  as  a  partide  of 
vapour  to  the  ocean,  when  compared  with  te 
myriads  which  exist  in  the  unexplored 
of  immensity — that  the  whole  of  this  vast 
blage  of  suns  and  worlds  revolves  around  llw 
grand  centre  of  the  universe — and  that  this  centn 
where  the  throne  of  God  is  placed,  is  superior  to 
all  the  other  provinces  of  creation  in  roagnitudet 
beauty,  and  magnificence  ?     Who  would  dars  10 
prove  that  such  conceptions  are  erroneotn,  or 
impossible,  or  unworthy  of  that  Being  who  sill 
on  the  throne  of  the  universe  ?      To  atten^ 
such  a  proof  woaU  be  nothing  leas  than  to  mi 
bounds  to  Omnipotence— to  prescribe  limits  Ml 
the  operations  of  him  **  whose  ways  are  past  fild> 
ing  ohU 

**  Can  man  conceive  beyond  what  God  eon  dot 

Nothing  but  quite  tmpoeeible  Is  hard.  • 

He  summons  into  being  with  like  ease 

A  whole  creation,  and  a«ln^l«  grain. 

Speaks  he  tlie  word  ?  a  thousand  worlds  are  tnfB* 

A  thousand  worlds?   There's  space  for  mflUoai 

more; 
And  in  what  space  can  his  great  Fiat  fail  f 
Condenm  me  not.  cold  critic !  tmt  Indulge 
The  warm  imagination  ;  why  condemn  t 
Why  not  indulfft  such  thoughts  as  swell  onr  beaitt 
With  fuller  admiration -of  that  Power 
Which  gives  our  hearts  with  such  high  thonglitits 

swell  ? 
Why  not  Indulge  in  his  augmented  praise  t 
Darts  not  his  glory  a  still  brighter  ray, 
The  less  is  leA  to  chaos,  and  the  realma 
Of  hideous  night  r* 

These  views  and  reasonings  are  fully  corrobo- 
rated by  the  sublime  descriptions  of  Deity  ooih 
tained  in  the  Holy  Scriptures.—"  Canst  thou  by 
searching  find  out  God  ?  canst  thou  find  out  the 
Almighty  to  perfection  ?"     "  He  is  the  hi^  and 
lofty  One  who  inhabit eth  eternity  **—"  He  is  glo- 
rious in  power"— "He  dwells   in  light  unap- 
proachable and  full  of  glory  '*— "  Great  is  oar 
Lord  and  of  great  power,  his  greataeaa  is  ok 
searchable ;  his  understanding  is  infinite  *^— *'Cui 
any  thing  be  too  hard  for  J^ovah  ?    "  The  ev- 
erlasting Grod  the  Lord,  the  Creator  of  tbe  endi 
of  the  earth,  fainteth  not,  neither  is  weary,  thee* 
b  no  searching  of  his  understanding  " — '*  He  do* 
eth  great  things,  past  finding  out,  and 
without  number."    "  He  meteth  out  thehoa^ 
with  a  span,  and  compreheodeth  the  dust  cC 
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^ftrdimAMtasam."    <<B/t!Mw«vJofUML(inl  wtwo  the  inummhy  of  iptce  it  coarifewd  a> 

Hare  tfa*  bMf«miMd«,«od  mMtlM  boat  of  tham  divermfiadwithaoimuMDnTviatyiiid  maltipli- 

ij  iIm  Spirit  of  km  noutlk*'     **  Ho  opaka,  mkI  eiiy  of  objocis,  and  wImb  oienid  duratioo  is  con- 

a WM  dono ;— Ho  rn—n  iiwiiiif,  and  ititood  fiat."  tomplated  as  connaeted  with  a  oonfrtant  auoeaa- 

**Ha  ttfatdiod  ferth  tha  hMrans  alone,  and  aioo  of  glorious  aeenoe  and  tranaactioiis,  that 

brangalh  forth  ihetr  hoata  by  ■unbar."    **  Lo  the  aoul  of  nan  can  expand  iu  naira  and  ele- 

Ihaae  a^^OTCt  of  hia  ways,  but  how  little  a  por-  Tate  its  cooceptiooa  of  the  inoonpreheoaible  Je* 

tiosiaKeaidofhin;aadthelbinderofhispower  borah. 

wh»  oaa  mdatatind  t    Behold  the  heaTon,  and  If  these  seatiaients  be  admitted,  it  will  follow, 

the  hsafon  of  haafwis  ouhmI  eootain  him '."  that  the  man  whoee  ideas  are  confined  within 

"/na  haaffisna  daelara  liM  glory  of  Ghid,  and  limits  of  a  fow  hundred  milea,  or  even  within 

dii  §naamml  abowiath  forth  hia  handy-work."  the  range  of  the  globe  we  inhabit,  muat  have 

"Tbiaa^OlMd!  b  the  grsatnan,and  the  glory,  hia  views  of  Deity  confined  within  nearly  tha 

■rf  iba  wt^frnff  for  aB  in  baafon  and  aaith  ia  aame  apbere.    For  we  have  no  aanaible  na»- 

iUm,  and  diA  art  aiaked  above  aU.**    "  Behold  anraa  of  the  attribotea  of  Ood,  bat  thoaa  which 

Aa  baavan  and  the  heaven  of  heavens  ia  the  are  derived  firom  the  nunber  ud  aiMnt  of  hia 

LardTa."    **  Jabovah  Aoifc  prupaiwl  kU  ttrone  in  actual  operations.     When  we  attanpt  lo  tbfaik 

IheAaaaaHi^  and  bis  kingdom  ruieth  over  aO.**  "1  of  Him,  without  the  assistance  of  bis  visibla 

wM  apaak  of  llf  ffaiPMS  Jtoaoar  </  My  aiq/i%,  works,  our  thoughts  instanthr  ran  Into  codusion, 

■rf  of  %  wimlrsas  mrks."   ^'  Bkaaed  be  thy  and  sink  into  inanity.    And,  siaea  we  Jnd,  that 

who  art  aaakad  above  all  blessing  the  material  works  of  GKxl  are  so  "  great  abova 

n."   *«Tboo,avsnthoB,  art  Lord  alone;  all  neasuro,"  so  widely  eitanded,  and  ao  nag- 

nada  heaven,  -tha  heataa  of  heavens,  nifioent  in  the  scale  of  their  operation,  h  la  of 

with  all  Ihair  boat,  dwn  uitoarreat  them  all,  and  the  utmoot  importance,  in  a  religioao  point  of 

the  beat  of  hanvan>irorBhippeth  thee."    '<  Who  view,  that  the  mind  accustom  itaetf  to  range  at 

aan  mtar  tba  aiighiy  acta  of  the  Lord?  whocan  Jarge  through  the  wide  extent  of  craatioo  '4o 

ihaw  forth  ai  Ua  praisal"    '*  Tonebngtha  Ai-  trace,  by  analogy,  from  what  is  known,  the  pr»- 

■Mrty,  w  aaawl  find  him  ooL"    '*  &  is  eao-  bable  nngnitude,  arrangement,  and  grandeur  of 

flwsntflipoiMr»aBdUB|^orf  iBabovntbaaarlh  what  ii  removed  heyond  the  Hmiis  of  our  H- 

aad  baa^sna.*  aioo— to  add  magnitude  to  magnitude^  ayatem  to 

Soah  auMiaas  daaBiiptiMBi  of  the  Divine  Being,  ayaCam,  and  motion  to  motion,  till  our  tboo|^ 

trinehara  iataiipiiauJ  thraugboat  varioua  parte  are  overwhelmed  with  the  mighiy  idea.     Aiad, 

af  Ravslaiiaa,  laad  as  lo  ftirm  tha  moot  angoat  though  we  may  occaaiooally  mm  aoow  eno* 

MHspCiona  af  hia  creative  energy,  and  plauly  neona    or  inadequate  aationa,    when  formbig 

JniJMta,  that  it  ia  impossible  tor  the  highest  our  coneepiiona  of  certain  subordinate  partidl- 

CMtted  intsUaet  lo  form  a  more  magnificent  idea  lars,  yet,  we  need  not  fear,  that  in  pomt  of  num- 

of  hb  designs  and  operations  than  what  in  re-  ber,  magnitude,  and  variety,  our  conceptions  can 

alitjr  exisla.  ever  fEO  beyond  the  realitios  which  exist  within 

Za  aliort,  dioogh  aome  o(  tht  preceding  views  the  range  of  universal  nature,  unless  we  suppose, 

^uj  aot  prseiasly  oorreapond  lo  the  focta  which  that  **  man  can  conceive  beyond  what  Goid .  can 

ikdl  tdtimately  be  found  to  exist  in  the  universe,  ,do."    Such  trains  of  thought  wiU  tend  to  expand 

*Hhty  on^it,  aavertheleaa,  to  be  entertained  and  and  elevate  the  miAd,  and  give  it  a  auUime 

i^mdared  foniiliar  lo  the  mind,  since  they  open  torn  of  thinking  ;  and  will  naturally  produce 

t  Nblime  and  interesting  train  of  thinkinn ;  and  an  ardent  desire  of  beholding  a  brighter  display 

aace  they  cannot  go  beyond  the  magnificence  of  the  nugnificence  of  the  Creator  in  the  eternal 

<f  lebofah's  kingdom,  nor  be  very  difierent  from  worM. 

«ktt  actually  exists  in  tlie  oniverse.    They  form 

ftkaad  of  ssnsihln  sateratem  of  thought  for  tha  From  wliat  baa  been  now  detailed  rsepect- 

abl  to  fix  upon,  when  it  attempts  to  franke  the  iog  the  numerous  and  august  objects  that  may 

hftisst  conc^ions  of  the  olqect  of  our  adora-  be  presented  to  the  contemplation  of  oeleotial 

Uo&f— 4t  an,y  be  laid  down  aa  a  principle  which  int^igencea,  we  may  condude,  that  the  diief 

mgbt  nevar  to  be  overlooked  in  llieotoQr,— chat,  aubjecu  of  study  in  the  heavenly  workl  will  be 

nr  tmmptimi  of  tkt  grmmUur  of  Ood  an  pr^  Hutary  and  Philooopky,    Under  the  department 

eiM(|r»«r,-at  Imic,  nomriy  commmmtraU  with  our  of  history,  may  be  comprehended  all  the  details 

!  iffikt  grmtdmw  and  ouUni  of  hit  ope-  which  wi!l  be  exhibited  to  them  respecting  the 

f  AmjfAoat  Ao  anteeras.     We  all  admit,  origin,  progreea,  and  consummation  of  the  re- 

fbnlbeDeily  is  infinite,  both  in  respect  of  space  demption  ^man,  and  the  faifomatkm  they  may 

Mdafdaratian.    But,  an  infinity  of  empty  apace,  receive  reepeetiog  the  natural  and  aaeral  aaenery , 

mAtm  infinity  of  daraticn,  abatractly  aansidared,  and  the  prominent  providential  oaaaiTanoea  and 

aaaay  noprMa  or  laagibla  kieaa  to  the  mind,  afraagsmenia  of  other  worlds. 

HeggMa  it  in.fiiinrii%  distinat  aoneeptiona  of  Aa  it  is  evkient,  that  matter  exiafts  cUofly  for 

foilMtr«r  af.aaj  aHMr  baiHi.     U^U  oaif  tha  aake  of  aensiiiiatand  inlHlllgiiBC  beings,  w, 
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it  it  highly  probable,  if  not  demoostrativdy  cor-  all  hia  eonceros,  and  that  on  the  h\^  icale  of 
tain,  that  the  peopling  of  worlds  with  rational  eternity,  it  is  but  one  of  thoae  passing  and  ephe> 
creatures  is  intended  chiefly  to  display  the  moral  meral  transactions,  which  crowd  the  history  of  a 
dkoraeier  of  the  Creator  in  his  providential  dis-  never-ending  administration."  * 
pensations,  and  in  the  whole  series  of  his  moral  Under  the  department  of  PkUaaopllgf  nty  be 
administration  towards  the  numerous  worlds  and  included  all  those  magnificent  displays  which  will 
orders  of  creatures  which  exist  throughout  be  exhibited  of  the  extent,  the  magmtnde,  the 
his  dominions.  All  his  other  perfections,  par-  motions,  the  mechanism,  the  aoeaery,  the  inba- 
ticularly  his  power  and  intelligence,  appear  to  bitants,  and  the  general  constitution  of  other  sy^ 
be  exerted  in  subserviency  to  this  grand  object,  terns,  and  the  general  arrangement  and  order  of 
and  to  the  distribution  of  happiness  through-  the  universal  system  comprehended  under  the 
out  the  universe.  In  so  fiu,  then,  as  the  &cts  government  uf  the  Almighty.  On  tbeM  topics, 
respecting  his  moral  government,  in  other  with  all  their  subordinate  and  infinitely  diversified 
worlds,  are  made  known  to  the  redeemed  in  ramifications.the  minds  of  redeemed  intelligeoees 
heaven,  in  so  far  will  their  views  of  his  moral  from  this  world  will  find  ample  scope  lor  the  ex- 
attributes,  and  of  the  principles  of  his  adminis-  ercise  of  all  their  powers,  and  win  derive  fron 
tration  in  the  universe,  be  enlarged  and  expand-  their  investigations  of  them  perpetual  and  tmin- 
ed.  In  the  disclosures  which,  in  the  course  of  temipted  enjoyment,  throo^KMit  an  cndteas  ei- 
ages,  may  be  made  on  this  subject,  displays  of  istence. 

the  eUmal  righteoumuu  of  Jehovah ,  of  his  relri-  That  the  subjects  of  contemplation  now  stated, 

buHvejtutioe,  of  his  **  tender  maty"  ^nd  of  his  will,  in  reality,  form  the  chief  employments  of 

^Mfiuttess  benenoUnce^  may  be  exhibited,  which  renovated  men  and  other  intdlectuai  beings,  ini 

will  astonish  and  enrapture  the  mind  more  highly  future  state,  may  also  be  proved  from  the  repre- 

tban  even  the  magnificence  and  grandeur  of  his  aentations  given  in  the  word  of  God  of  the  pr^ 

phjrsical  operations,  and  fill  it  with  admiration  sent  exercises  of  these  intelligences,    bi  tiis 

of  the  amiable  and  adorable  excellencies  of  the  book  of  Revelation,  the  angels,  under  the  figars 

Sovereign  Ruler  of  the  universe.    If  we  account  of  **  living  creatures  full  of  eyes,"  and  the  **  et 

it  a  pleMant  study  to  investigate  the  habits  and  ders,"  or  representatives  of  the  church  of  dw 

•oooomy  of  some  of  the  insect  tribes ; — if  we  redeemed,  are  represented  as&Uing  downMbn 

sluMild  reckon  it  highly  gratifying  to  learn  the  the  throne  of  the  Eternal,  saying,  ^  Tboa  art 

history  of  all  the  events  which  have  befallen  worthy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory,  Imqov,  and 

every  nation  and  tribe  of  mankind   since    the  power,  far  than  Juui  created  off  tidngej  and  fir 

world  began,  particularly  those  which  r«4ate  to  tAy  pleaawre  lA^  are  and  were  1 1  nUmi."    Hers, 

our  first  parents  in  paradise,  and  aiW  their  ex-  the  material  works  of  GM  are  represented  as dw 

pulsion  from  it,— to  the  antediluvians,  to  the  ten  foundalian  or  reason  of  the  thanksgiving  and  adth 

tribes  of  Israel,  to  the  Christians  in  the  first  cen-  rations  of  the  heavenly  host ;  ami  the  langa^e 

turies,  to  the  Waldenses,  to  the  Assyrians,  Baby-  evidently  implies,  that  these  works  arcf  the  ss^ 

kmians  and  American  Indians, — how  delightful  ject  of  their  contemplation — that  they  have  behold 

and  gratifying  must  it  be,  to  learn  the  history  of  a  bright  display  of  divine  perfeetkM  in  their  sCiee> 

angeU,  principalities  and  powers,  and  to  become  ture  and  arrangement — that  they  are  enraplared 

acquainted  with  the  leading  transactions  which  with  the  enlarged  views  of  the  dfvine  gbry 

h%ve  occurred  among  beings  of  a  higher  order  which  these  works  exhibit— and  tlM  Ihofarbesili, 

and  of  different  species,  dispersed  among  ten  fullofgratitudeandadmiration,  are  efsr  ready  to 

thousands  of  worlds!  Great  and  marvellous  as  burst  forth  in  ascriptions  of  *<  gtory,  booour,  and 

the  history  of  our  world,  and  of  human  redemp-  power  to  him**  who  called  the  vast  assombltgt 

tion  appears,  it  may  be  far  surpassed  by  the  of  created  beings  into  existenee.— bi  aaote 

events  which  eternity  will  unfold.     "  The  day  scene,  exhibited  in  the  same  book,  the  saims who 

is  coming,**  (to  use  the  words  of  a  celebrated  had  come  out  of  great  tribulation,  and  had  gottaa 

modem  writer  *)  when  the  whole  of  this  wondi  the  victory  over  all  enemies,  are  repi'sssBlsd 

rous  history  shall  be  looked  back  upon  by  the  with  the  harpsof  God  in  their  hands,  oslebratkig 

eye  of  remembrance,  and  be  regarded  as  one  the  divine   praisss  in  this   triumphant  song, 

incident  in  the  extended  annaU  of  creation,  and  <*  Great  and  marvelkHis  are  thy  works,  Loid 

with  all  the  illustration,  and  all  the  glory  it  has  God  Almighty— just  and  true  are  thy  wmySidM 

throwmon  the  character  of  the  Deity,  will  it  be  King  of  saints."— The  first  part  of  this  sag 

seen  as  a  single  step  in  the  evolution  of  his  de-  may  be  considered  as  the  result  of  their  < 

signs ;  and  as  long  as  the  time  mity  appear,  from  {Nations  of  the  magnificent  bbrie  of  the  i 

the  first  act  of  our  redemption  to  its  final  accom-  and  the  omnipotent  energies  whidi  its 

plishment,  and  close  and  exclusive  as  we  may  mento  display ;  and  the  last  part  of  it  as  tbe  f»> 

Chink  the  attentions  of  God  upon  it,  it  will  be  suit  of  their  study  and  inveatigatioa  of  the  Mil 

found  that  it  has  lefl  him  him  room  enough  for  government  of  God  in  his  provklsalial 

Bsnts  towards  msn  and  aagsls,  mhI 

*     *Di;OMBiA  Ilia  wofidi  whoat  Mnl 
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odmr  fiew.    Fur  UMworddoTibe  aonj  plainly  feeling  which  are  accompanied  with  plvasiire; 

mply,  that  they  have  acquired  such  an  expantive  but  Ota>e,  eyery  thin;;  that  coiiies  in  contract  with 

/itfw  of  the  workji  of  God  as  eooftraioa  ihe:n  tr>'  the  organs  of  feelinj;  may  produce  the  mo«t  fMiin- 

iedare,  that  they  are  "  great  and  manralliiui  ;**  /m/ aeniiaUoni*.  Hert^  the  variety  of  colours  which 

aod  that   they  have  attained  such  an  intimate  adorn  the  face  of  nature,  dulighis  tlie  eye  atol 

kaowUdge  of  the  divine  diapeiHaiions  towards  the  im:igination, — </kere,  the  most  gbomy  and 

the  iateUigent  universe,  a  amiablea  them  to  per*  haggard  uhjccts  may  at  all  tunes  produce  a  dismal 

ceive  that  all  the  wajs  of  tiie  King  of  heaven  and  alarming  aspect  ov«:r  Misery  part  fif  the  sup* 

are  **  righteous  and  txo^^  rounding  scene,  /fere,  the  most  enchanting  mtaic 

frequentljT   cheers,  and   enraptures   the  human 

Fraoi  the  praecding  detM Is  we  may  also  learn,  heart,  thert,  nothing   is  heard  but  the  dismul 

what  will  fima  one  coostiiuent  part  of  the  misery  soonils  "  weeping,  and  wailing,  and  gnashing  of 

«f  the  wiokad  in  the  fiiture  world.     As  one  part  teeth.''     UngnUeiful  for  the  manifold  blessings 

of  Vm  bappiaeas  of  the  righteous  will  consist  in  they  received  in  this  world  from  the  bountiful 

"  teeing  Ghid  as  he  is,"  that  is,  in  belioltling  the  Giver  of  all  good,  Iha  iahabiiants  of  that  dreary 

divioo  glory  as  displayed  in  the  physic«l  and  region  will  lM>hold  their  sin  in  their  punishment, 

■■oral  eoooomy  of  the  universe,— eo,  it  will,  in  ia  boing  deprived  of  every  tiling  which  can  ad- 

a-l  probability,  form  one  biiter  ingredient  in  the  minister  to  their  Kensitive  enjoyment, 

future  lot  of  the  unrightetHU,  that  they  shall  he  With  regard  to  their  moroj  Kctfe,  similar  effbcta 

4eprivad  iSt  the  transporting  view  of  the  Crc*  will  be  produced,     //ere,  they  hated  the  society 

acor's  glory,  as  displayed  in  the  magnificent  ar-  of  the  righteous,  and  loved  to  mingle  with  evil 

raagemeata  be  has  made  ia  th'j  system  of  nature,  doers  in  their  fuiliei  and  iheir  crimes ;  thtrt  they 

Coo&oed  to  one  dreary  comer  of  the  universe,  will  be  for  ever  banished  from  tlie  company  of  the 

■urrouuded  by  a  dense  atmosphere,  or  a  congeries  wine  and  the  benevolent,  and  will  feel  the  bitter 

«f  aabte  ebuds,  they  will  be  cut  off  friMn  ail  in-  effects  of  being  perpetually  chained  to  the  ao- 

lareourse  with  the  regions  ef  moral  perfection,  ciety  of  those  m^ignant  associates  who  will  ba 

aad    prevented    from  contemplating    the    sub-  their  everlasting  tormentors.  Mtn  they  delighted 

tiae  Boaoeiy  of  the  Creator's  empire.     This  to  give  full  scope  to  their  depraved  appetites  and 

idea  ts  eorroborated  by  the  declarations  of  Scrip-  passions,  lAere,  tbey  will  feel  the  bittev  and  hor- 

tuM,  where  they  are  represented  "  as  banished  rible  effects  of  the  full  operation  of  socb  lusts  and 

from  the  new  Jerusalem,**  '*  thrust  out  into  outer  passions,  when  unrestrained  by  the  dictates  of 

darhaeaB,"  and    reserved  for  **  the  bhttkness  ot  reason,  and  the  authority  of  the  divine  law.    If, 

darimesa  for  agnsofages.^    And,  nothing  can  to  these  sources  of  sorrow  and  bitter  deprivations, 

ba  mora  lormeuting  to  minds  endowed  with  cu-  be  added  the  consideration,  tliat,  in  such  minds, 

pocioui^  powers,  than  the  thought  of  being  fiir  ever  the  principles  of  malice,  envy,  hatred,  revenge,and 

deprived  of  the  opportunity  of  exercising  them  every  other  element  of  evil,  which  pervaded  their 

oa  the  glorious  objects  which  they  know  to  exidt,  souls  while  in  this  life,  will  rage  without  control, 

buf  whidi  they  can  never  contempiaiu,  and  about  we  may  form  such  a  conception  of  future  misery 

which  they  never  expect  to  hear  any  transporting  as  will   warrant  all  the  metaphorical  descrip- 

information.  tions  of  it  which  are  given  in  Divine  Revela- 

If  it  be  one  end  of  future  punishment  to  miike  tion,  without  supposing  any  farther  interposi- 

wicked  men  sensible  of  their  folly  and  ingraiittide,  tion  of  the  Deiiy,  in    the  direct  infliction  of 

aad  of  the  mercy  and  favours  they  have  abused,  punishment.     While  he  leaves  them  simply  to 

it  is  probable,  that,  in  that  future  world  or  re^ir)n  "  eat  of  the  Jrtut  of  their  own  tooye,  and  to  be 

lo    which  they   shall    be  confined,  every  thing  ^ed  voUh  their  own  devices^*  their  punialmient 

will  be  so  juraaged,  as  to  bring  to  their  recollec-  must  be  dreadful,  and  far  surpassing  every  spe- 

tion,  thecomCirts  they  had  abused,  and  ihu  divine  cies  of  misery  connected  with  the  present  state 

goodness  they  had  despiied,  and  to  make  them  of  the  moral  world. 

foel  eanaations  opposite  to  those  which  were  pro-  On  the  other  hand,  a  consideration  of  the  infi- 

dheed  by  the  benevolent  arrangements  which  ex*  nitely  diversified  sources  of  bliss  lo  which  our  at* 

ist  in  the  present  state.— For  example,  in  the  tention  has  been  directed,  has  a  powerful  ten- 

prMeat  economy  of  nature,  every  one  of  our  dency  to  impress  the  minds  ot  the  saints  with 

■siises,  every  part  of  our  bodily  structure,  every  a  lively  perception  of  the  unbounded  nature  of 

■ofament  of  which  our  animal  frame  is  su.<9Cop*  divine    benignity,    and    of  "  the  love  of  Grod 

tibia,  and  the  influence  which  the  sun,  the  at-  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  It  is  chiefly 

■osphare,  and  other  parts  of  nature,  produce  on  in  connection  with  such  expansive  views  of  the 

avitraeture  and  feelings,  have  a  direct  tendency  attributes  and  the  government  of  the  Deity,  that 

lOkCoaaraaicate  pleasing   sensations.    But,  in  the  love  of  God  towards  the  redeemed  appears 

that  worid,  every  agency  of  this  kind  may  be  re-  "  boundless,*'  and  "  passing  comprehension ;" 

1,  aa  te  the  effect  it  may  produce  upon  per-  for  it  introduces  them  into  a  scene  which  is  not 

It  beings.    Our  sense  of  leaeA  is  at  present  only  commensurate  with  infinite  duration,  but  ia 

with  a  thousand  modifioatxiQK  of  boondleas  in  io  proapaoii  of  knowiedgt,  of  feli- 

26 
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citji  and  of  glory.    And,  therefore,  amidst  all  and  obecure  our  intellectual  views,  shall  be 

the  other  employments  of  the  heavenly  state,  pletely  and  for  ever  removed, 
they  will  neyer  forget  their  obligation  to  that 

unmerited  grace  and  mercy  which  rescued  their  From  the  whole  of  what  we  have  stated  oo 

souls  from  destruction,  but  will  mingle  with  alt  this  department  of  our  subject,  we  may  team 

their    sublime    investigations, — ascripiiom  of  Ike  vabui  of  the  human  sen/,  and  the  impcrtam» 

*' blessing,  and  honour,  and  glory,  and  power,  to  folnek  ought   to   be  attcudied    <e   our  immohai 

Him  that  sits  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb,  detUnmtion,     What  a  shadow  does  human  life 

for  ever  and  ever."  appear  when    contrasted  with    the   scenes  o( 

futurity !     What  a  small  point  in  duration  do 

The  substance  of  what  has  been  detailed  in  the  revolutione  of  time  present  when  compared 

this  department  of  my  subject  may  be  now  with  a   boundless  eternity!     What  m  limited 

briefly  stated  in  the  following  summary  :  scene  does  this  world,  with  all  its  fclories,  ei- 

The  redeemed  in  heaven  will  enjoy  perpetual  hibit,  when  set  in  competition  with  the  extent, 

and  uninterrupted  felicity — the  foundation  of  this  and     the    splendours    of    that    empire    which 

felicity  will  be  laid  in  their  complete  freedom  stretches  out  into  immowity,  and  dball  eodnrs 

from  sin,  and  their  attainment  of  moral  perfec-  for  ever !     And  is  man  to  be   transported  to 

tion — their  renovated  faculties  will  be  employ-  other  regions  of  the  universe,  to  mingle  with 

ed  in  contemplating  the  divine  glory— the  di-  ■  the  inhabitants  of  other  worlds,  and  to  exist 

Tine  glory  consists   in  the  manifestation  of  the  throughout  an  endless  duration  ?    WhitfanoUe 

divine  perfections— the  sensible  display  of  these  principle  does  the  human  mind  appe«ur,  when 

perfections  will  be  given,  (and  can  only  be  given)  we  consider  it  as  qualified  to  prosecute  so  naay 

in  the  works  of  creation,  in  the  intelligences  diversified  traim  of  thought,  to  engage  in  ss 

wfaidi  people  the  material  world,  their  orders,  sublime  investigations,  to  attain  the  summit  of 

gradations,  history,  and  present  state— in  the  moral  perfection,   and    to  expatiate  at  large, 

virie^  of  scenery  which  the  abodes  of  intelli-  through  the  unlimited  dominions  of  the  AlmigbCf » 

geooe  exhibit — ^in  the  economy  and  moral  order  while  eternal  ages  are  rolling  on !    How  inipoil- 

which  prevail  among  them, — and  in  the  various  ant,  then,  ought  every  thing  to  be  oooaifdsrsd 

ditpeosations  of  Divine  Providence  in  reference  which  is  connected  with  the  scene  of  our  eten^ 

to  all  moiMt  and  orders  of  beings.  destination !    If  these  truths  be  admitted,  retMB 

With  regard  to  the  happiness  of  heaven,  the  and  ccwnmon  sense  declare,  that  a  wan  inte* 
Scriptures  convey  to  us,  in  general  propositions,  resting  and  momentous  subject  cannot  po«ibly 
certain  intimations  of  its  nature,  qualities,  and  occupy  the  mind  of  man.  It  is  so  prafoiadfy 
objects,  and  of  the  qualifications  which  are  requi-  interesting,  and  connecti'd  with  so  muxy  wmiA 
site  in  order  to  its  enjoyment.  The  discoveries  and  glorious  consequences,  that  we  must  bs 
which  science  has  made  in  the  visible  creation  utterly  dead  to  every  noble  and  refined  foeling, 
form  so  many  illustrations  of  the  scriptural  decla-  if  we  be  altogether  indiflferent  about  it. 
rations  on  this  subject ;  and  it  is  undoubtedly  our  If  there  were  only  a  bare  probabUify  for  die 
duty  to  direct  our  trains  of  thought,  and  to  expand  opinion,  that  man  is  immortal,  and  that  the  scenes 
our  conceptions  of  the  felicities  of  the  future  to  which  I  have  alluded  might  possibly  be  real- 
world,  by  every  illustrative  circumstance  which  ized,  it  ought  to  stimulate  the  most  anxious  in- 
can  be  traced  in  the  scene  of  nature  which  the  quiries,  snd  awaken  all  the  powers  and  energies 
Almighty  has  presented  to  our  view.  For  the  of  our  souls.  For  it  is  both  our  duty  and  o« 
word  and  the  work^  of  Grod  must  always  har-  highest  interest  to  obtain  light  and  satbfaction, 
monize,  and  reflect  a  mutual  lustre  on  each  other,  on  a  point  on  which  our  present  comfort  and 
What  we  find  to  be  actually  existing  within  the  our  ultimate  happiness  must  depend.  But,  if 
visible  scene  of  the  universe,  can  never  contra-  the  light  of  nature,  and  the  dictates  of  revela- 
dict  any  of  the  statements  of  Revelation ;  but,  tion  both  conspire  to  demonatroU  the  eteraal 
on  the  contrary,  must  tend  to  elucidate  someone  destiny  of  mankind,  nothing  can  exceed  the  fol^ 
or  other  of  its  interesting  communications.  And  and  the  infatuation  of  those  who  trifle  -  witt 
bince  we  find,  in  our  survey  of  the  system  of  their  everlasting  interests,  and  ewi  try  every 
nature,  an  assemblage  of  astonishing  objects  scheme,  and  prosecute  every  trivial  object,  that 
which  tend  to  raise  our  conceptions  of  the  Su-  may  have  a  tendency  to  turn  aside  their  thouglitl 
prerae  Being,  and  of  the  sublime  and  diversified  from  this  important  subject.  Tet,  how  oAea  d» 
nature  of  future  felicity, — it  becomes  us  to  prose-  we  find,  in  the  conduct  of  the  various  dassce  oC 
cute  those  trains  of  thought  which  the  analo-  mankind,  the  merest  trifles  set  in  oooupcCkiatt 
gies  of  Nature  and  of  Revelation  suggest,  in  with  the  scenes  of  happinea  or  of  misery  flat 
order  to  enlarge  the  capacities  of  our  minds,  to  lie  beyond  the  grave.  The  grovelling  pleaeures 
exilt  otir  ideas  of  celestial  bliss,  and  to  prepare  derived  from  hounding  and  horse-racing,  b^Be, 
w  for  more  expansive  and  sublime  contempJa-  masquerades,  and  theatrical  amusements ;  ifae 
lions,  in  that  worid  where  the  physic  and  mo-  acquisition  of  a  few  paltry  pounds  or 
fal  fltwtmfi^ifl'**  H>H»  ">"»  twipMU  nw  yi  ngfw,  thentslingof  dice,  ortbedHdliBgQf  a 
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ill  aboorb  the  nandn  of  thouMuidg  who  borers  upon  his  mind  ia  relation  to  thii  tubged, 

0  be  rational  beings,  while  they  refuse  b««  sbould  i;ive  himself  no  rest  till  it  be  dispelled. 
one  aeriouM  how  in  reflecting  on  the  Ue  should  explore  every  avenue  where  light  and 

leir  invmortal  spirits,  when  their  bodies  information  may  be  obtained }  be  should  pros** 
re  dropped  into  the  tomb.  Nay,  such  cute  his  researches  wiih  the  same  carnestnem 
ndifference,  and  even  anttpatJof  with  and  avidity  as  the  miser  digs  fur  hidden  tratp 
is  subject  is  treated  by  certain  classes  sures ;  and  above  all  things,  he  should  study, 
f ,  that  it  is  considered  as  unfashionable,  with  deep  alieniion  and  humility,  the  revelatioo 
attain  cases,  would  be  regarded  as  a  contained  in  th<»  Holy  Scriptures,  with  earnest 
/  insuU,  to  introduce,  in  convenation,  prayer  to  God  for  light  and  direction.  And  if 
ent  or  a  reflection  on  the  eternal  destiny  such  inquiries  be  conducted  with  reverence,  with 
**  The  carelessness  which  they  betray  a  devotional  and  contrite  spirit,  and  with  perse- 
itter  which  involves  their  existence,  verance,  every  doubt  and  difficulty  that  may  hav» 
tmity,  their  mil,  (says  an  energetic  formorly  brooded  over  his  mind  will  gnuijually 
writer)  awakes  my  indignation,  rather  evanish,  as  the  shades  of  night  before  the  orient 
pity.  It  is  astonishing.  It  is  horrify-  sun.  **  If  thou  criest  after  knowledge,  and  lift- 
is  monstrous.     I  speak  not  this  firom  est  up  thy  voice  for  understanding;  if  tbou  seefcr 

1  zeal  of  a  blind  devotion.  On  the  con-  est  her  as  silver,  and  searcbest  tor  her  as  for  hid 
affirm,  that  self-love,  that  self-interest,  treasures — then  shalt  thou  understand  the  fear^tf 
■impleat  light  of  reason,  should  inspire  the  Lord,  and  find  tfie  knowledge  of  Ghid.  For 
itiments ;  and,  in  fact,  for  this  we  need  the  Lord  giveth  wisdom,  out  of  his  mouth  comeih 
efceptiosMofordinary  men.— ^It  requires  knowledge  and  understanding.  In  all  thy  ways 
elevation  of  soul  to  discover,  that  here  acknowledge  him,  and  he  shall  direct  thy  paths, 
no  substantial  delight ;  that  our  pie*-  Then  ^all  thy  light  break  forth  in  obscurity,  and 
I  but  vanity,  that  the  ills  of  life  are  thy  darkness  shall  be  as  the  noon-day." 

kble;  and  that,  after  all,  death,  which  In  fine,  if  we  are  thoroughly  convinced  of  oar 

I  OS  every  moment,  must,  in  a  few  years,  relation  to  an  eternal  world,  it  will  be  our  ooo* 

nafew  days,  place  us  in  tho  eternal  con-  ,  staot  endeavour  to  cultivate  those  heavenly  dis- 

happinoss,  or  misery,  or  nothingness."  positions  and  virtues,  and  to  prosecute  that 

iherdRire,  the  imperative  duty  of  every  course  of  action  which  will  prepare  us  fiw  the 

<  makes  any  pretensions  to  prudpnce  and  enjoyments  of  the  heavenly  state.    "  For  with* 

Ly,  to  endeavour  to  have  his  mind  im-  out  h<^ess  no  man  can  see  the  Lord ;  and  we 

with  a  conviction  of  the  reality  of  a  ore  assured  that "  no  unclean  thing  can  enteric 

d  invisible  world,  to  consider  its  import-  gates  sf  the  New  Jerusalem,"  and  that  neither 

i  to  contemplate,  in  the  light  of  reason  **  thieves,  nor  extortioners,  nor  the  covetous, 

ivelatian,  the  grand  and  solemn  scenes  nor  the  effeminate,  nor  drunkards,  nor  revilera, 

:  displays.      While    the    least   doubt  nor  idolaters  shall  inherit  the  Kingdom  of  Qod." 


PART  IV. 

MORAL  aUALinCATIONS  KEQUISITB  TO  THE  ENJOYMENTS  OF  THE  FEUCriT  OP 

THE  FUTURE  WORLD. 

;s  is  scarcely  an  individual  who  admits  which  true  happiness  consists,  and  from  (kllaci- 

rine  of  the  immortality  of  man,  who  ous  views  of  the  exercise:*  of  a  future  state  and  tho 

indulge  a  certain  degree  of  hope,  that  n  itiire  of  its  enjoynients.     For,  in  order  to  enjoy 

M  admitted  into  a  happier  world,  when  happiness  in  any  slate,  or  in  any  region  of  the  uni- 

wingH  its  way  from  thisi  earthly  sc^ne.  verse,  the  mind  must  be  imbued  with  a  relish  for 

i  man  of  tho  workl,  the  profligate  and  the  society,  the  contemplations,  and  the  employ- 

uchee,  notwithstanding  their  conscioU'H  mei^ts  peculiar  to  that  region  or  state,  and  feel 

uilt,  and  of  the  opposition  of  their  afl^ec-  an  ardtnt  desire  to  participate  in  its  enjoyments, 

the  Divine  Law,  and  the  duties  of  the  What  pleasure  would  a  miser  whose  mind  is 

D    life,  are   frequently   found    buoying  wholly  absorbed  in  the  acquisition  of  riches,  feel 

es  up,  in  the  midst  of  their  unhallowe/  in  a  world  where  neither  gold  nor  silver,  nor  any 

with  the  vain  expectation,  that  an  Al!  other  object  of  avarice  is  to  be  found?    What 

Creator  will  not  suffer  them  ultimately  entertainment    would  a  man   whose  chief  en- 

nto  perdition,  but  will  pity  their  weak-  joyment  consists    in    hounding,    horse-racing, 

follies,  and  receive  them,  when  they  die,  routes,    and   masquerades,   derive  in    a  scene 

joys  of  heaven.     Such  hopes  arise  from  where  such  amusements  are  for  ever  abolished  ? 

oof  the  divine  character, and  olthat  in  Could  it  be  supposed  that  those  who  now  find 
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riieir  highest  intellectual  pleastirea  in  Novels  and  contentions,  which  are  so  ccmmon  in  ik» 
and  Romances,  and  in  listening  to  tales  of  scan-  higher,  as  well  as  imiho  lower  ranks  of  life,  and 
dal,  would  experience  any  high  degree  of  en-  which  rnibitter  every  enjoyment  ?  Whence  does 
joyment  in  a  world  where  there  is  aothing  but  U  hafipea,  that,  in  order  to  obtain  gratification, 
■ubstantial  realities,  and  where  the  inhabitants  and  to  render  exiiiience  tolerable^  so  many  thoo 
are  united  in  bonds  of  the  purest  affection ?-—t>r,  sands  of  rational  beings  condescend  to  indulge 
that  those  whose  minds  nerer  rise  beyond  the  in  the  most  childish,  foolish,  and  brutal  diver^ 
pleasures  of  gambling,  card-play  iiig,  ami  gossip-  sions?  Even  in  the  most  polished  circles  of 
ping  chit-chat,  would  feel  any  rrtish  for  the  re-  society,  many  who  jiride  themselves  on  their  so> 
ftncKl  enjoyments,  the  sublime  contemplations,  periority  to  the  vulgar  throng,  are  found  deriving 
and  the  enraptured  praises  of  the  heavenly  in*>  their  chief  gratification,  not  only  in  scattering  d*:s- 
habitants  ?  All  the  arrangements  of  the  celes-  triiction  among  the  brutal  and  the  feathered  tribes, 
Hal  stale,  behoved  to  be  changed  and  evertumedy  but  in  mingling  among  the  motley  rabble  oTaeecfc- 
and  angels,  archangels,  and  redeemed  men,  /»t<,  and  in  witnessing  a  couple  of  6s«ters  encoi«- 
banished  from  its  ab<x)cs,  before  such  characters  Coring  like  fiirioua  fiends,  and  covering  each  oiher 
could  find  entertainments  agreeable  to  their,  with  wounds  and  gore.  Whence  arise  the  torments 
fbrmer  habits  and  deaire.4.  Although  they  were  that  are  felt  from  wounded  pride  and  disappointed 
admitted  into  the  mansioitt  of  bliss,  they  would  ambition?  and  how  does  it  happen  that  social 
bft  miserably  disappointed ;  tuid  would  feel  them-  parties  cannot  enjoy  themsetves  for  a  couple  of 
•elves  in  a  situation  sinMlar  ta  that  of  a  rude  '  hours,  without  resorting  to  cards  and  dice,  gam- 
aavage  or  a  Russian  boor,  were  he  to  be  tntro-  bling  and  gossipping,  and  the  circulation  of  tales 
dtxsed  into  an  assembly  of  princes  and  nobles,  of  scandal  ?  How  is  it  to  be  accounted  for,  that 
They  would  perceive  nothing  congenial  to  their  suicide  is  so  frequently  committed  by  persons  t» 
(brmer  pursuits ;  they  would  feel  an  inward  relue-  the  higher  circles,  who  are  surronaded  with 
tance  to  the  pure  and  holy  exercises  of  the  place,  luxuries  and  splendour;  and  that  mtinnuriog, 
and  they  would  anxiously  desire  to  fly  away  to  diacontentroent,  and  ingratitude,  mark  the  dispo- 
regiona  and  to  companions  more  adapted  to  sitions  and  conduct  of  the  lower  ranks  of  aoeie^  ? 
Ibeir  groveiliBg  views  and  affections.  For,  it  is  All  tliese  eflhsts  proceed  from  the  abaeaca  of 
rtie  decree  of  Heaven— a  decree  founded  on  the  Christian  principles  and  dispoaitioaa,  and  froa 
noral  laws  which  govern  the  intelligent  i/hiverse,  tlie  narrow  range  of  objects  to  which  the  intd- 
and  which,  like  the  law  of  the  Medes  and  Per-  lectual  powers  are  confined.  The  man  v^ho  is 
aians,  cannot  be  changed,— <hat  **  WUhotU  hoU-  actuated  by  Christian  views  and  affectiooa,  looka 
iM«s  no  man  eon  see  the  Lardj''^  and  that  "  no  im-  down  with  indifference  and  contempt,  on  the  de- 
pare  person  that  workeih  abomination,  or  maketh  grading  pursuits  to  which  I  have  alluded ;  his  soul 
a  lie,  can  enter  within  the  gates  of  the  Heavenly  aspires  after  objects  more  congenial  to  bis  ra* 
Jerusalem."  tional  and  immortal  nature;  ami  in  the  pursall 

The  foundation  <^  felicity  ip  the  future  state,  cf  these,  and  the  exercise  of  the  virtues  wkidt 
is  substantially  the  same  as  that  which  forms  the  religion  inculcates,  he  enjoys  a  refined  pleasors 
basis  of  happiness  in  the  present  world.  However  which  the  smiles  of  the  wurld  camiot  produce, 
elevated  the  station  in  which  an  individual  may  and  which  its  frowns  cannot  destroy, 
be  placed,  however  much  wealth  he  may  posses,  As  in  the  present  life  there  are  certain  mental 
and  however  splendid  his  rank  and  equipage,  he  endowmt^ts  necessary  for  securing  substanliaT 
can  enjoy  no  subMantial  felicity,  while  he  remains  happiness,  so,  there  are  certain  mora/  qualifica- 
the  slave  of  grovelling  appetites  and  afft*ctions,  tions  tndfMperisoM^  requisite  in  order  to  prepare  us 
and  while  pride  and  envy,  ambition  and  revenge,  for  rehshino  the  entertainments  and  the  employ- 
exercise  a  sovereign  control  over  his  mind,  mentsof  the  life  to  come.  The  fcHindaiioa  of  fo- 
^Vhile  destitute  of  supreme  love  to  God,  and  be-  ture  felicity  must  be  laid  in  *'  repentance  towards 
iievolent  affections  towards  man,  and  of  the  God,  and  faith  towards  our  Lord  Jesos  Christ.^ 
Christian  virtues  which  flow  from  these  fiinda-  We  must  be  convinced  of  our  sin  and  depravity 
mental  prir)ciples  of  moral  action,  the  mind  must  as  descendants  of  the  first  Adam,  <^  the  demerit 
remain  a  stranger  to  true  happiness,  and  to  all  of  our  offences,  of  the  spotless  purity  and  eternal 
those  expansive  views,  and  delightfiil  feclisgs,  rectitude  of  that  Being  whom  ^e  have  offended, 
which  raise  the  soul  above  the  pleasures  of  sense,  and  of  the  danger  to  which  we  are  exposed  as 
and  the  trivial  vexations  and  disappointments  of  the  violators  of  his  law.  We  must  receive,  with 
the  present  life.  humility  and  gratitude,  the  salvation  exhibited 

These  p'jsitions  could  be  demonstrated,  were  in  the  Gospel,  and  "behold,''  with  the  eye  of 

it  nec€>ssary,  by  numerous  facts  connected  with  faith,  **  the  Lamb  of  God  who  taketh  away  die 

the  moral  scenery  of  human  society.     Whence  sins  of  the  world."    We  must  depend  on  the  aid 

proceeds  that  ennin,  which  is  felt  in  the  fashion^  of  the  Spirit  of  God  to  enable  us  to  counteraci 

able  world,  in  the  absence  of  balls,  parties,  opo-  the  evil  propensities  of  our  nature,  to  renew  our 

ra«,  and  theatrical  entertainments?     Whence  souls  aHer  the  divine  image,  and  to  inaiiire  ua 

arwe  thaae  domestic  broils^  thosf  family  feudi  with  ardent  desires  to  abouad  all  is  thaaa  <*  frai^ 
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itratotbepniMtad  plorj  •very  thiag  is  prMarvtd  in  ordw  tad  hvnoBj ; 
«r  God."    Wit  aunt  "tdd  to  our  &itli,  rortiiiad«  tod  in  organixiDg  the  bodicfl  of  roan  and  oUwr 
mad  rotolmif ,  tad  to  fiirtitodt  kouwledgt,  tod  to  ereatures,  so  tt  to  prevent  pttn,  and  to  produce 
htowledf ,  tettpertiico,  tnd  to  tonpertooe,  p»-  «  corobuiatioa  of  fdetj>nrable  tentattoot.  « Hit 
S  tad  to  paiieaec,  godliattt,  tad  lo  fodli-  fnudneta  exteodt  over  til  hit  workt,  tod  itdi»> 
bffolhtriy  kindneti  ttd  chtrity.    Ft*r,  if  pityed  towtrds  every  rtok  of  teoiitive  tod  ia- 
ihiofi  ke  IB  at  tad  tboood,  tkey  will  pei^  telligent  ezietenee.    ft  tppetrt  ia  thttplendoura 
fltU  at  lo  M  aoitber  btrrea  aor  tmfmiiful  io  ibe  of  the  wut,  io  the  rtditoce  of  the  bkmOi  in  the 
kaowUdft  ef  oar  Lord  Jetta  Chritt^    tad  to  tn  frloriae  of  the  tiarry  firmtatent,  in  the  hetuiiful 
eafrtace  thtll  be  thondtatly  tdiniaiatered  uoto  tMeinbltge  of  coloun  which  diveriify  the  (tee  of 
at  iaio  the  ovarlattiaf  kiafdoai  tf  our  Loid  and  Nature,  la  the  pitnts  and  fiowera,  which  adora 
Btvioar."^  the  fieUa,  it  the  geotle  xephyra,  ia  the  laiaa  tad 
The  feaadtfitaof  RaHgioa  keiag  that  laid  io  dewa  that  fertilixo  the  toil,  io  the  provittoo  mtde 
dM  asenitt  of  aaeh  GhrittitB  fraeat,  the  follow-  ttr  the  auaiaatnce  of  the  bnumeraUe  beiofi  that 
fa^diapaaitioattBd  nrcaotytmoaganaj  otheit,  iahtbit  the  tir,  the  wttera,  tad  the  etrth,  tod 
«iH  ka  cktriahtd  tad  odtivated,  aad  will  fona  "  io  fiHiog  the  hetrtt  of  mea  with  Ibod  tnd  gltd- 
■Aeitafiil  fatlificatioaa  tat  aatUiag  at  to  ptr^  aota."      Uia  mercy  tod  ferhetrtace  are  eiar* 
dcipata  ia  **  tka  iakeritaaee  of  the  ttiatt  in  light,"  ci^ed  towtrda  t  U  men,  even  to  the  raott  profliftto 
1.  ftwprtaw  lovo  to  God,  tke  ortgiotl  aouioo  aad  thtndoaed,  io  aupportiag  ihem  in  eiiateaoe 
of  hapiiiaaw,     Thia  it  the  irat  duty  of  every  tad  lotdiog  them  with  bit  faeaefitt,  even  wbea 
rttfaaaltrtaiaro,  tadtbtaMMttublimeaffWctioa  theytreeogtged  iotitaof  rebeUioatgtintthim. 
tkat  eaa  ponrade  the  batata  auad.     Itglowtia  For  he  cummtodeth  hit  taa  to  trito  oa  the  avtf 
tkt  hrtttit  of  tagelt  aad  trchtagela,  of  chan^  •»  well  ta  oa  the  good,  tad  teodelh  raia  both  oo 
kiitaadtonfhim,yta,tktrtitiioCtDiBhtbittot  thftjuat  tndonthe«j;^«e.  Uediaphytbialoog- 
ofaaj  worid  la  Um  ooivoiao  who  htt  rettioed  tuffering,  fur  nttay  yetra.  towarda  the  thoughK 
hii  priaitbo  ialapity,  ia  whoae  hetrt  it  doea  >•••  prodigtl,  tnd  the  violttort  of  hit  Uw,  to 
Ml  laifa  tiiiMHilitii^    It  ooitet  tfl  holy  iolelli-  denMBttrtte,  that  "  he  deairetaoCtbtt  toy  tboaU 
ftaeoa  la  their  Creator  tad  to  oao  toother;  tod  porith,  but  thtt  all  shouki  oomo  to  ropaattBCo." 
^0BOtqatolly«  it  araat  qualify  at  for  hokiiag  t  d*>  A  Being  poewetted  of  tucfa  attribataa,  tad  ia- 
K^Mil  ialtreoano  with  tach  keioga,  wherever  eeaatntly  diapltyiog  auch  beaefioaaoe  through- 
ly asial,  and  iowfaatoverregiooaf  tke  naivorao  out  crettioo,  deoitodt  the  highttt  tfieetkn  tnd 
<ar  Jaaro  rttidtaia  may  ko  appoiated.    It  onli-  venertttoa  of  all  hit  iotelligeat  oApriag;  ao 
fast  iha  adotalioBB  of  the  tngolie  tribet,  whea  thtt  it  it  the  dictate  of  ealighteaed  totaoe  at 
^OBBltfaa,  "Thoa art  worthy,  O Lord, torn-  well  aa  cf  revelation,  *'Tbea   abth  bvo  the 
etivo  ffory,  tad  honour,  tad  tbtaksgiving,  tnd  Lord   thy  God  with    til  thy  hetrt,  with   til 
power.      Jt  animttea  them  in  til  their  oelealial  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  strength."    For,  it  ia 
ttrvioea ;  It  n»pirea  them  with  t  noble  trdour  from  him  as  the  original  source  of  felicity,  that 
it  taocnfjag  the  commands  of  their  Sovereign,  all  our  sensitive  and  intellectual  enjoyraeau  pro- 
aad  ItqoaKiet  ito  poasesaor,  to  whatever  wwid  ceed,  and  on  him  wo  depend  for  all  the  bletaings 
kt  any  beloag,  for  co-operating  with  them,  in  that  shall  accompany  us  in  every  future  tltge  of 
etnytag  forwtrd   thtt  scheme  of  universal  be-  our  existence.    Love  to  God,  is  therefore,  the 
atfolaaca,  towtrdt  the  tocompliahment^  which  >ao«t  retaootble  tnd  tmiable  affection  that  can 
al  iho  arrangeaieBft  of  the  Grettor  ultimately  glow  in  the  humtn  heart,  tnd  the  apring  of  every 
lead.  virtuous  action,  and  of  every  pleasing  and  rap- 
Thit  holy  affirction  ia  congenial  to  every  view  turou^  emotion.    If  we  are  possessed  of  thu  di- 
wa  can  take  of  the  character  and  operations  of  viae  principle,  we  shall  delight  in  his  worship, 
the  Deity,  and  iu  obligation  u  deduced  from  the  ukI  bow  with  reverence  at  his  footstool ;  we  shall 
diareot  priaeipkia  of  Jtaoani,  aa  well  as  from  the  ^««1  complacency  in  hia  character  and  adminia- 
iklaiea  of  Revelalioo.    It  ia  founded  oa  everv  tration ;  we.  shall  contemplate  with 


altributa  of  tho  Divinity,  tnd  oa  every  part  of    <be  incomprehensible  knowledge,  the  onnipoiont 
kit  phyaical  tad  aiortl  tdmnittrttioa.     His  om-     power,  tnd  the  boundlets  beae6ceace  displayed 


ia  every  moment  exerted  in  aupporting     in  the  mighty  movementa  of  creation  and  pro- 
the  frtaae  of  the  oniverae,  in  bringing  about  the     vidence  ;  we  ahall  feel  the  moat  lively  eaioiiona 


of  day  and  night,  auouner  ^  gratitude  for  the  numeroua  blaaainga  be  be> 

r,  aood-ame  aad  btrveat,  tnd  in  dired-  stowt ;  we  aktll  be  reeigaed  to  hit  wiO  under 

mg  tiM  aptrtlioB  of  the  elementt  of  aature,  ia  «*07  providential  Mraagemeot,  and  wo  thtll 

iBih«  wanr  tt  ta  eoatributo  to  the  htppineat  of  loof  fortbtt  htppy  worid  where  the  gforietof  hia 

MB.     Hh  wisdom  tnd  intalligonee  are  diaplay-  oatura,  and  the  <«  kindneaa  of  hia  k>ve^  ahall  be 

ri  hi  pioportiaotting  tnd  trranging  mry  object  more  illustriously  displayed.    But  the  man  who 

ia  Iho  tyitaBi  of  aatnra,  in  toch  a  manner,  thtt  ^  destitute  of  this  amiable  affection,  ia  incapable 

ofthoaaaublime  and  rapturoua  emociona  which 

rLibi^7,a,UL-.Doddifdga'alttaolatioB.  aohntto  the  auadt  of  criaatud  faaolli|aBoaa,  tad 

26» 
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■Uogetbcr  iraqti&lifieJ  for  mingling  in  their  nnci" 
et)'.  He  is  a  rebel  against  the  divine  |*ovfrti- 
nient,  a  nuisance  in  the  universe  of  God,  the 
slave  of  grovelling  appetites  and  passiunn,  and 
consequently,  unftt  for  participating  in  the  t* zer» 
ii.«eif  and  enjoymenfs  of  the  saints  in  glury. 

2.  L/>ve  to  mankind  is  another  afftjctioii  ^hich 
is  indispensably  requisite  toqijalify  us  for  f>arii- 
ripating  in  the  joys  of  heaven.  This  distinguish* 
iii^  characteristic  of  the  saints  naturally  and  oe- 
cei<sarily  flows  from  lovo  to  (he  Supreme  Being. 
"  For  (says  llie  a|H>siIe  John)  every  one  that 
loveth  him  wlio  begat,  loveth  them  also  who  aro 
begotten  of  him.  If  God  loved  us  we  ought  also 
to  love  one  another.  If  a  man  R.iy,  1  lo«ve  G«jd| 
and  hatethhis  brother,  he  is  a  liar;  for  he  whto 
loveth  not  his  brother  whom  he  haih  seen,  how 
can  he  love  G<)d  whom  he  hath  not  seen."  As 
the  spring  flows  from  the  fountain  and  partakes 
of  its  qualities,  and  as  the  shadow  always  ao 
companies  the  substance,  and  is  produced  by  it, 
■o  love  to  man  uniformly  accompanies  the  love 
of  God,  and  is  produced  by  the  powerful  influ- 
ence which  this  governing  principle  exerts  over 
the  mind. 

This  affection  is  accordant  with  the  dictatea 
(^  reason,  and  congenial  to  the  best  feelings  of 
tbe  human  heart.  When  we  consider  that  our 
feyow-men  derhred  their  origin  from  the  same 
nlmighty  Being  who  brought  tu  into  existence—, 
that  they  are  endowed  with  the  same  physical 
liinetionB  as  ourselves,  and  the  sane  moral 
and  intellectual  powers, — that  they  relish  the 
muM  pleasures  and  enjoyments,  possera  the  same 
flings,  and  are  subjected  to  the  same  wants 
and  ailietions— that  thoy  are  involved  m  the 
same  general  depravity,  and  liable  to  the  same 
temptations  and  disasters — that  ihey  are  jour- 
neying along  with  us  to  the  tomb,  and  that  our 
dust  must  soon  min<;;le  with  their«h— when  we 
consider  the  numerous  relations  in  which  we 
stand  to  our  brethren  around  us,  and  to  all  the 
inhabitants  of  the  globe—our  dependence  upon 
all  ranks  and  descriptions  of  men,  and  upon  al- 
most every  nation  under  heaven  for  our  sen- 
sitive and  intellectual  enjoy men(s,-Muid  that 
thousands  of  them  are  traversing  sea  and  land, 
and  exposing  themselves  to  innumerable  dan- 
grn,  in  order  to  supply  us  with  the  comforts  and 
the  luxuries  of  life-— when  we  consider,  that  they 
are  all  destined  ta  an  immortal  existence,  and 
shall  survive  the  dissolution  of  this  globe,  and 
bear  a  part  in  the  solemn  scenes  which  shall 
open  to  view  when  time  shall  be  no  more — in 
short,  when  we  consider,  ihftt  the  Great  Father 
of  all,  without  respect  of  persons,  makes  the 
same  vital  air  to  give  play  to  their  lungs,  the 
same  water  to  cleanse  and  refresh  them,  the 
nine  rains  and  dews  to  fhictify  their  6elds,  the 
lams  sun  to  enli^ten  their  day,  and  tbe  same 
moon  to  cheer  the  darkness  of  their  night—we 
MHl  bv  wyJBCodi  tiM  l0ve  to  our  feifflicii  of 


mankind  is  the  law  of  the  Creator,  and  tht  most 
rational  and  nrntabte  aflectiun  that  c«n  animate 
the  huiiiun  heart  in  relation  tosnbordiMite  infel- 
hgences.  He  who  is  destitute  of  this  affection 
i.4  a  pest  in  Focit^ty,  a  rebel  and  a  ntiisanoe  ta 
the  kin<;dom  of  God,  at»d,  of  et«urse,  unqualified 
fnr  the  enjoyment  tif  celeKiial  blisn.  **Por  he 
who  haieth  his  brotlirr,  is  a  murderer ;  and  ve 
knew  that  no  murderer  hath  eternal  life  abiding 
in  him."* 

fiul,  our  love  is  not  to  be  confined  to  our 
breihrrn  of  the  race  of  Adnm.  It  roust  take'  a 
k>riier  flight,  and  comfrreltend  wlihin  its  expan- 
sive grasp,  all  the  holy  intelligences  in  the  uni- 
vtfirse.  in  90  far  n*  their  nature  and  quaiif  ie<thave 
^ewi  made  known  to  as.  We  must  love  the  ao' 
getie  tribes.  They  are  beings  who  stand  near 
the  summit  of  the  scale  of  intellectual  exis» 
tcnre ;  they  are  endowed  with  fiicuhies  superior 
to  man;  they  dwell  in  the  gl<>riu«is  pr*«senee 
of  God,  and  are  employed  as  his  oaintslers  in 
superintending  the  affairs  of  his  govemmonl. 
They  are  possessed  of  w^nderiul  activity,  '»> 
vested  with  powers  of  rapid  m«4ion,  and  Hon* 
rish  in  immortal  youth.  They  are  adorned  willi 
consummate  holiness  and  rectitude,  and  wiib  pe- 
culiar loveliness  of  character.  Pride  and  vaai^f 
envy  and  ntalice,  wrath  and  revenge,  never  rin* 
klo  in  their  breasts.  They  never  indulge  in  ia> 
piety,  never  insult  the  Redeemer,  nor  bring  t 
railing  accusation  against  their  brethren.  Tkoy 
glow  with  an  intense  and  immortal  flame  of  ioiv 
to  their  Creator ;  they  are  incessantly  ewpUiye# 
in  sets  of  benevolence ;  they  occasionally  deseen^ 
to  our  work!  on  embassies  of  mercy,  and  are 
mtnistermg spirits  to  the  heirs  of  salvation.  OS 
all  these  accounts  ihey  demand  our  esteem,  onr 
approbation,  and  our  afleclionate  regard.  And, 
although  they  are  at  present  placed  beyond  lbs 
reach  of  our  beneficence,  and  we  have  no  oppor* 
tunity  of  expressmg  our  benevolent  wisbes,  ysl 
we  ma}aaf\erwards  be  joined  to  their  •ociety, 
and  co-operate  with  them  in  (heir  labours  of  kwe. 

The  imlis|»en$ab!e  necessity  of  love  to  man* 
kind,  »nd  to  every  class  of  holy  intelligences,  as 
a  preparation  fir  heaven,  will  appear,  when  we 
consider,  that  wc  shall  mingle  in  their  society, 
and  hold  intimate  fellowship  with  them  in  the 
eternal  worM.  For  the  inhabitants  of  oar  worii 
who  are  admitted  into  heaven,  are  represented 
in  Scripture,  as  joining  *'  the  general  assembly 
and  church  of  the  first-bom,  the  spirits  of  jusc 
men  made  perfect  and  the  inmnnerable  cowpaay 
of  angels ;"  and  hence  they  are  exhibited,  ia  the 
book  of  Revelation,  as  joining  with  one  hsarfr 
and  one  mind  ia  cont^plaiing  tbe  dinw 
tions,  and  in. celebrating  the  praises  of  theirs 
mon  Lord.  In  the  society  of  that  blessed  wotii, 
love  pervades  every  bosom,  it  reigM  Ibr  ssv 
trion^ihant ;  and  therefi>ra,  every  esaroisa  tfll 
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mtcrcodio  ii  coadoGied  with  afiVclton,  hamonv,  tho  grcarnr  cumo  that  can  &n  on  a  Christian 

aod  peace.     Amonx  ihe  mher  evils  which  cittiil  rjniruh,  when  it  iiisiuuaifii  iiM-if  into  the  mindt 

be  banished  from  the  New  Jerusalem,  it  i«  dc-  ortliu»e  wImi  "  love  to  have  th«  pre-eminence." 

darej  in  the  book  of  Revelation,  that  *'  there  It  is  a  minrce  of  torment  to  its  possessor,  and  to 

shall  be  uo  more  erjfingj'*  or,  as  ihe  words  rlicMild  al!  around  him;  bikI  of  all  the  ma!i»nant  |»tia- 

be  nMulered,  **  there  shall  be  no  in«>re  cUmtour^  sitiiis  which  rnnkiu  mthehoman  brensi,  it  ih  ihe; 

broU*f  or  eonfcafians,"  arikinf  fnrni  the  operauiA  most  inconsisii'nt  wiih  the  firenrnt  character  and 

of  roaligBaot  principles.     No  jarring;  affection  is  condition  of  man.     Ii  is  piM'uhsr  to  fallen  and 

ever  felt,  bo  malevolent  wish  lb  ever  uttered,  and  di-praved  intelligences,  for  it  is  certain,  from  the 

no  discordant  voice  is  ever  heard,  ammiK  all  the  very  constitution  of  the  moral  sysitein,  that  no 

a/riads  of  those  exalted  iiilelligonce«.      Kind-  emotion:}  of  pri«ie  or  huujrhiinei^  are  evei  feit  in 

nesaaad  benignitj  expansive,  benevolence,  con-  the  breasts  of  angels,  ur  any  other  holy  beings  i 

deacenskm  and  humility,  are  the  characteristics  because  ruch  affeuiions  are  incompatible  with 

of  all  ihe  inhabitanta  of  heaven.     Wttliout  these  the  principle  of  l(»ve  to  God  and  to  our  fellow- 

qnaltliea  ihe  celestial  work!  would  become  a  scene  creatures. 

of  eteraal  eonfiuiun,  and  happiness  would  be  In  opposition  to  this  principle,  which  predo* 
kMuahedfroai  ite^jdos.  If,  iberoibre,  we  would  minatcs  in  the  minds  of  fiillen  man,  and  apostate 
be  qualiied  to  associate  with  those  glorious  be-  ongeb, — kumUity  is  a  disiinffuishing  character- 
iags  and  to  participate  in  their  enjoyments,  we  istic  of  the  sims  of  God,  whether  on  earth  or  in 
■MHlculttaTatetbetaroevinues,  and  be  animated  heaven.      Hence,  we  are  told  that  **God  re- 
bj  aiailar  dispoeitioas,  otherwise,  we  cooM  ex-  sisteth  the  proud,  but  giveth  grace  to  the  hum- 
perienoe  do  delight  in  the  society  of  angels,  bie'^^-tliat  even  "  a  proud  k>ok  is  an  abomina- 
and  of  **  tho  epirits  of  the  just  made  perfiuH."  tion  in  his  •ighi,'*  while  he  behoMs  with  com- 
Wen  ID  uviiTidiial  whose  heart  is  full  of  ran-  placency  **  the  humble  and  the  Cftotrite  spirit." 
cour  and  eovy,  who  delights  in  broils  and  conteo-  Hence,  we  are  exiiorted  "  to  clothe  ourselves 
tioaa,  mad  in  the  exercise  of  revenue,  to  be  ad-  with  humility  ;'*  and  "  to  forbear  one  another 
■iued  into  that  aociety,  he  woiikl  find  no  asso-  in  all  lowliness  and  meekness  of  mind,  and  to 
ciatee  aetimted  by  congenial  feelings,  he  wouM  esteem  others  hotter  than  ourselves."    Humility 
dismrb  dM  harmoay  of  Uie  celestial  ch<Nr,  and  consists  in  a  jubt  sense  of  our  character  and  coo- 
woidd  be  iMlaatly  expelled,  with  every  mark  of  ditioo,  both  as  depending  beings  and  as  apoe- 
iadiffBrnlMB   and   horns',  from    those    blessed  tate  creatures,  accompanied  wiih  a  correspoB* 
abodeo.    "  For  what  fellowship  hath  righteous-  dent  train  of  dispositions  and  affections.   Howe> 
oeaa  with  unrighteousness  ?   what  comnmnion  vcr  much  this  disposiiioQ  has  been  disrelished  Inr 
halh  light  with  darkness  1  and  what  concord  Hmne  and  other  infidels,  who  consider  it  as  both 
halb  Cfariat  with  Belial  7"    By  a  law  whi'Ji  vicioiM  and  contemptible,— when  viewed  in  its 
pervades  the  whole  moral  universe  wherever  it  true  li^ht,  it  appears  confjrenial  to  the  best  feel- 
extends,    which  can  never  be  rescindeil,    and  iu;^  of  oiirnafiirc,  and  to  the  plainest  deiluctions 
which,  like  the  law  of  gravitation  in  the  niaieri-  of  reason.— >When  we  consider  our  condition  as 
tl  world,  connects  all  the  indivtiluals  of  which  it  creo/nret,  d>'f>eiident  every  moment  on  a  Supe- 
ii  composed  in  one  harmonious  system  ;  «uch  rior  Being  "for  life,  and  breath,  and  all  things," 
characters  must,  of  necessity,  be  for  ever  exdu-  when  we  reflect  on  the  curious  organization  of 
ded  from  the  mansions  of  the  blessed.   ,On  the  our  corporeal  frame,  the  thousands  of  veins,  arte- 
olhsr  hand,  the  man  whose  heart  glows  with  love  ri<^s,  muscUfs,  bones,  lactcals,  and  lymphatics, 
to  bis  Creator,  and  with  expansive  affection  to  which  are  interwoven  through  its  constitution; 
Ronkiad,  and  towards  all  h6ly  beings,  is  secured  the  incessant  pulsation  of  the  heart  in  the  centre 
of  eternal  happiness,  as  Ihe  necatary  remit  of  of  the  system  and  the  numerous  other  functions 
ths  posnessioo  of  such  divine  principles ;   and  stid  movements  over  which  wc  have  no  control, 
mMt  enjoy  felicity,  while  such  principles  re-  — when  wo  reflect  on  our  character  as  guilty  and 
nius  in  exercise,  during  all  the  future  periods  of  depraved  creatures,  in  the  presence  of  Him 
hit  existence,  and  in  every  region  of  the  universe  "  who  is  of  purer  eyes  than  to  behold  iniquity  ;*' 
(0  which  he  Bsay  be  transporUBd.  and  on  the  numerous  diseases,  pains,  sorrows, 
S.  Humlitjf  is  another  essential  qtialification  and  physical  evils  from  the  war  of  the  elements, 
Cw  enjoying  the  felicity  of  the  future  world,  to  which  we  are  subjected, — when  we  consider, 
Tkm  is  nothing  that  appears  more  prominent  that,  ere  long,  our  bodies  must  crumble  into  dost, 
M  the  oharacter  of  the  bulk  of  mankind,  than  and  become  the  prey  of  noisome  reptiles  9— 
P^  which  displays  itself  in  a  thousand  differ-  when  we  reflect  <xi  the  lom  ttation  m  whiA  toe 
*•(  nmiee  in  the  intercourses  of  society.    It  is  ore  T^aoid  in  the  ecale  of  mteUigent  endene^^ 
"■ifcrmly  aoeompanied  with  hau^tincss  of  da-  that  we  are  only  like  so  many  atoms,  or  micro- 
*>s>MNir,  seU<oooeit,  obstinacy,  arrogance,  and  scopic  aninuJcule  when  contrasted  with  the  in- 
t  Hole  train  of  malignant  panioos  and  affeo-  numerable  myriads  of  bright  intelligences  that 
*i*iis.    It  b  the  pest  of  general  society,  the  people  tho  empire  of  God — and  that  the  globe 
■9>ce  of  dwiiHie  broils  aad  cootsntkNis,  and  00  which  we  dwell  is  but  as  "  the  drap  of  a 
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bucket,'*  when  compared  with  the  millions  oT  hun^tle  and  conJeacending  demeanor  is  dieplijid. 

more  resplendent  worlds  that  roll  through  the  One  of  the  highest  order  of  these  celestial  on»- 

vast  spates  of  creation  ; — and,  in  short,  when  sengers — '*  Gabriel,  who  stands  in  the  preaanes 

we  consider  the  grandeur  of  that  Omnipotent  of  God,"— winged  his  flight  firom  his  heavenly 

Being  whose  presence  penrades  every  region  of  mansion  to  our  wretuhed  world,  nod,  dir«cCin| 

knmunsilyi  and  in  whose  sight  *'  all  the  inhabit-  his  course  lo  one  of  the  most  despicable  viUagsi 

ants  of  the  world,  are  as  grasshoppers,  and  are  of  Galilee,  entered  into  the  h<»vd  of  a  poor  vii^ 

counted  to  him  as  less  than  nothing  and  vauiijr,*'  gin,  and  delivered  a  message  of  joj,  with  the 

there  is  no  disposition  that  appears  more  con-  ro«Hit  afltfctionate  and  comlescending  gratulalions. 

formable  to  the  chavactcr  and  condition  of  man,  Another  of  these  benevoleni  beings  entered  thi 

than  **  lowliness  of  mind,"  and  none  more  un-  dungeon  in  which  Peter  was  bound  with  cbaiv, 

reasonable  and  inconsistent  with  the  rank  and  knocked  off  his  fetters,  addmased  him  iu  thelaa- 

circumstances  in  which  he  is  placed,  than  pride,  guage  of  kindness,  and  delivered  bim  from  d» 

haughtiness  and  arrogance.  hands  of  his  furious  persecutors.     When  Paoi 

This  amiable  disposition  forms  a  peculiar  trait  was  tossing  in  a  storm,  on  the  btllowaof  lbs 

in  the  character  of  angels  and  other  pure  intelli-  Adriatic,  a  forlorn  exile  from  his  native  land,  ud 

gences.     It  is  poor,  puny,  sinfu!  man,  alone,  who  a  poor  despised  prisoner,  on  whom  the  graadsei 

dares  to  be  proud  and  arrogant.     It  is  that  re-  of  this  world  looked  down  with  oootempty— «o> 

bellious  worm  of  the  dust  aiorUf  (if  we  except  other  of  these  angelic  beings,  "stood  by  boa," 

the  angels  of  darkness,)  that  looks  down  with  during  the  darkness  of  the  night  and  the  war  d 

•upercUious  contempt  on  his  fellow-creatures,  the  elements,  and  consoled  his  mind  with  the  as> 

■od  attempts  to  exalt  himself  above  the  throne  of  turance  of  the  divine  favour  and  prolaelMk 

Gh)d.    No  such  aflfections  are  ever  felt  in  the  Lazarus  was  a  poor  despised  individual,  in  ab> 

breast  of  superior  beings  who  have  kept  their  first  ject  poverty  and  distress,  and  dependent  oq  eha> 

estate.     In  proportion  to  the  enlarged  capacity  rity  for  his  subsistence.    He  lay  at  the  gate  oft 

of  their  minds  ;  in  proportion  to  the  expansive  ric)i  man,  without  friends  or  atteodama,  deuimg 

views  they  have  acquired  of  the  dominions  of  to  be  fed  with  the  crumbs  that  fell  from  bit  tabis. 

Jehovah,  in  proportion  to  the  elevated  concep-  His  body  was  covered  with  boils  and  oloen, 

tioos  they  have  attained  of  the  character  and  at-  which  were  exposed  without  covering  to  tbeopss 

tributes  of  their  Creator,  in  a  similar  proportion  air ;  for  the  "  dogs  came  and  lickod  his 

are  their  minds  inspired  withAwmi^,  reverence  What  nobleman  or  grandee  would  have 

and  lowly  adoration.   Having  taken  an  extensive  scended  to  make  a  companion  of  a  fisUow- 

■urvey  of  the  operations  of  Omnipotence,  having  ture  in  such  loathsome  and  abject  circumstanessf 

winged  their  way  to  numerous  worlds,  and  be-  Who,  even  of  the  common  people,  woold  han 

held  scenes  of  wisdom  and  benevolence,  which  received  such  a  person  into  their  homes,  or  ds> 

the  eye  of  man  hath  not  yet  seen,  nor  his  imagi»  sired  his  friendship  7  Who  would  have  aoeounterf 

nation  conceived,  and  having  contemplated  dis-  it  an  honour,  when  he  died,  toattendhisfuaeialf 

playsof  intelligence  and  power,  which  are  beyond  Celestial   beings,  however,   view   the  circuoh 

the  reach  even  of  their  own  superior  faculties  lo  stances,  and  the  characters  of  men  in  a  vary  di^ 

comprehend— >they  see  themselves  as  fini'e  and  ferent  light,  from  tliat  in  which  they  appear  to 

imperfect  creatures,  and  even  as  it  were  fooU^*  '*  the  children  of  pride.**    Poor  and  despised  as 

in  the  presence  of  Him  whose  glory  is  ineffable  Lazari^s  was,  a  clioir  of  angeb  deaoendad  bom 

and  whose  ways  are  past  finding  out. — Hence,  their  mansions  of  glory,  attended  him  on  hii 

they  are  represented  as  "covering  their  faces  dying  couch,  and  wafted  his  disembodied  spirit 

with  their  wings,**  in  the  presence  of  their  So-  to  the  realms  of  bliss. 

vereign  ;t  and,  in  the  Book  of  Revelation,  thoy         Since,  then,  it  appears,  that  angelic  beia^ 

are  exhibited  as  "casting  their  crowns  before  the  notwithstanding  their  exalted  stations,  and  tbs 

throne,  and  saying  thou  art  worthy,  O  Lord,  lo  superior  glories  of  their  chara,cior,  are  "  docbid 

receive  glory,  and  honour,  and  power.**}    What  with  humil;iy,'*'-it  must  form  a  dtatingmahng 

a  striking  contrast  does  such  a  scene  present  to  trait  in  our  moral  characters,  if  we  expect  lo  bs 

the  haughty  airs,  and  the  arrogant  conduct  of  the  admitted  into  their  society  in  the  world  to  cobs. 

proud  beings  that  dwell  on  this  terrestrial  ball.  For  how  could  we  enter  into  barmonioaa  feOois- 

who  are  at  the  same  time  immersed  in  ignorance  ship  with  these  pure  intelligences,  if  we  wsrs 

and  folly,  inmiorality  and  crime !  actuated  with  dispofititms  diametrically  nppoite 

In  their  interooursrs  with  the  inhabitants  of  to  theirs,  and  what  happiness  woukl  resolt  £«■ 

our  world,  and  the  offices  they  perform  as  minis-  such  an  association,  were  it  poaaible  to  bo  efftol* 

tering  spirits  to  the  heirs  of  salvation,  the  same  ad  ?    A  proud  man,  were  he  admitted  into  lMaf> 

Ten,  could  feel  no  permanent  enj<^nient.    Tito 

•  In  the  boojc^f  Job,  EHphax.  when deseriWngthe  Mtornal  glory  of  the  place  might  dazzle  Ui  sjf* 

porfocUons  of  the  Almifhty.  dedaies,  that  ••  the  for  a  little,  but  he  would  feel  no  reliah  for  iha  io* 

tinbkvLi.  I  R«T. It. It,  IL  peculiar  booour  ooaiamd  Ml  patfkichib  f>^ 
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and  apostlea,  and  ch«  noMe  army  of  mar-  has  noChing  else  to  boast  of^  why  b  he  proud  ? 
umI  tho  exalted  stations  of  the  cherabimaod  What  a  pitiftil  figure  he  would  make  among  the 
)iim,  wooM  excite  his  envy  and  ambition,  inUUigmt  and  adoring  hosts  of  heayen?  While 
sre  long,  be  wodd  attempt  to  sow  the  seeds  such  a  disposition,  then^ore,  predominates  in  the 
icord,  and  to  introduce  anarchy  and  eonfu-  miud,  its  possessor  can  enjoy  no  substantial  (eli* 
inioog  the  hosts  of  heaven.  So  that  the  city  either  in  this  life  or  in  the  life  to  come. 
>n  of  pride,  when  cherished  in  the  soul  as  On  the  other  haad,  the  man,  who,  like  his  Re- 
>Teming  principle  of  action,  is  utterly  in-  deemer,  is  **  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,"  has  '*ihe 
itible  with  our  admission  into  the  regions  witness  in  himself,"  that  he  has  obtained  the  ap- 
rmooy  and  lore.  probation  of  his  God,  that  he  is  ajtsimilated  to 
t  me  ask  the  man  in  whose  heart  firide  and  angetic  beings  in  his  temper  and  affections,  that 
itiness  predominate,  if  he  really  imagines  he  has  the  principle  of  eternal  life  implanted  in 
le  can  be  a  candidate  for  a  glorious  and  im-  his  soul,  and  that  he  is  in  some  measure  qualified 
I  existence  T  Does  he  not  at  once  perceive  for  joining  in  the  exercises,  and  enjoying  the 
tcoosisteacy  of  such  a  thought  with  the  die-  felicity  of  the  heavpnly  state.  **  For  thus  saith 
of  reason,  and  the  nature  of  future  felicity?  the  high  and  lofty  One  that  inhabiteth  eternity, 
what  has  he  any  reason  to  be  proud  7  Is  whose  name  is  holy ;  I  dwell  in  the  high  and 
Mid  of  bis  birth  /  of  his  ancetton  ?  of  his  holy  place,  wiA  /b'm  alto  Aat  it  of  a  cotUriU 
^  ?  of  his  ttaiion  ?  of  his  beaxity  ?  of  his  omd  humble  tpiril,  to  revive  the  spirit  of  the  hmn- 
nral  aceompU$hmeHt$  i^  of  his  gallantry  ?  of  ble,  and  to  revive  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones."  . 
hawduritaf  of  his  military /remess?  or  of  4.  Active  Benefiaenee^  with  all  its  aecompaay- 
nnsanrft  qf  human  bdnge  he  hoe  eUnn  tn  ing  virtues,  is  another  characteristic  of  the  man 
^  Is  be  proud  of  his  skill  in  music,  in  who  is  training  for  the  heavenly  inheritance, 
ng,  in  fencing,  in  fox-hunting,  and  in  ganH  Wherever  the  principle  of  love  to  Gkxl  and  maiii 
F  of  his  knowledge  in  hmgoages,  in  lite-  and  the  grace  of  humility  are  in  exercise,  they 
i,  in  arts  and  sciences?  Or  is  be  proud  will  unilbrndy  lead  the  individual  who  is  under 
be  is  subjected  to  the  asthma,  the  grft-  their  indoence  to  "  abound  in  the  fruits  of  rigbt« 
die  dropsy,  and  the  gottt,  that  his  fiuie-  aousnsss,  and  to  use  eveiy  active  endeavour  to 
ffi  be  attended  by  a  train  of  mourners,  promote  the  eomlbrt  and  bappinesa  of  mankind, 
hat  a  monuraent  of  marble  will  be  erect-  He  will  endeavour,  as  &r  as  bis  power  and  influ- 
his  memory,  when  his  carcass  is  putre-  enoe  estOnd,  to  relieve  the  wants  of  the  poor, 
with  the  reptiles  of  the  dust  t  Suppose  the  fiuhcnrless  and  the  widow,  4o  soothe  the  dii- 
VB  admitted  into  die  celestial  mansions—  ooosolate,  to  otMnfort  the  afflicted,  to  shelter  tha 
k  of  an  these  topics  would  he  choose  for  the  bouselen  and  benighted  traveller,  to  instruct  the 
t  of  his  conversation,  and  the  ground  of  his  ignorant,  and  to  meliorate  the  moral  and  physieal 
n^?  Would  he  attempt  to  entertain  the  condition  of  every  rank  of  society.  He  wiU  pa^ 
tmn  and  the  seraphim,  by  telling  them  how  trooize  every  scheme  which  has  for  its  object  to 
rude  chieflaios  he  was  descended  from,  remove  the  evils  which  exist  in  the  social  state- 
many  ancient  families  he  wax  connected  to  increase  the  comforts  of  mankind — to  improve 
and  how  many  acres  of  land  he  possessed  the  soil— Mo  facilitate  human  labour — to  clear  away 
latrtmooy  in  that  wretched  world  which  is  nuisances  (fom  the  habitations  of  men — to  pro* 

0  bo  wrapt  in  flames  7    Would  he  tell  them  mote  order,  cleanliness,  and  domestic  enjoyment 
expertness  as  a  marksman,  of  his  dexte-  — to  train  the  minds  of  the  young  to  knowledge 

1  a  horse -racer,  ofhis  adroitness  as  a  boxer,  and  virtue — to  introduce  improvement  in  the  me« 
;  skill  in  manoeuvring  an  army,  of  the  vil-  chanical  arts,  and  to  dtffbse  useful  science  among 
he  had  burned,  of  the  towns  he  had  pil-  all  ranks.  Above  all  things  he  will  endeavour, 
,  or  of  the  thousands  he  had  butchered  in  in  so  far  as  his  station  and  opportunities  permit, 
big  a  city? — He  would  be  overwhelmed  to  promote  the  spiritual  improvement  and  the 
ihouts  of  indignation,  and  instantly  hissed  eternal  happinees  of  mankind,  and  will  study  to 
their  abodes. — Would  he  boast  of  his  skill  render  all  his  other  exerticms  subservient  to  the 
guages  and  antiquities,  or  of  his  knowledge  attainment  uf  this  most  interesting  and  momen- 

8  and  sciences  ?  What  a  poor  ignoramuej  tous  object.  In  contributing  to  the  accomplish- 
may  use  the  exprewion)  would  he  appear  ment  of  this  end,  he  will  give  his  countenance 

9  presence  of  Gabriel,  the  angel  of  God,  and  support  to  every  institution,  and  to  every  ra- 
Ims  so  frequently  winged  bis  way,  in  a  few  tional  scheme  which  is  calculated  to  promote  the 
,  from  heaven  to  eartli,  and  surveyed  the  knowledge  of  the  scriptures  of  truth,  throughout 
M  of  unnumbered  worlds !    Woukl  a  poor  our  own  country,  and  in  other  lands,  and  to  make 

ofthe  earth,  whose  view  is  confined  within  known   "the  salvation  of  God"  over  all  the 

miles  around  it,  boast  of  its  knowledge  in  earth.— In  such  benevolent  exertions  he  will  per- 

reseoce  of  beings  endowed  with  such  capa-  severe,  even  in  the  fiice  of  every  species  of  Q/p* 

powers,  and  wtw  have  ranged  over  so  vast  position,  obk)quy ,  and  reproach,  through  the  wb<de 

tioa  of  the  unirsrte  of  God  ?    And,  if  he  course  of  his  existeoco  in  this  worU,  tall  lisafh 
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transport  him  to  a  nobler  sphere  of  action  and 
enjoyment. 

The  necessity  of  acquiring  habits  of  actira 
beneficence,  in  order  to  our  preparation  for  the 
felicity  of  the  future  world,  will  appear,  if  we 
considHT,  that  heaven  is  a  socio/  stote,  and  that 
a  considerable  portion  of  its  happiness  will  con- 
sist in  the  mutual  interchange  of  benevolent  ai^ 
fections  and   beneficent  actions.      There  will, 
indeed,  be  no  poor  and  distressed  objects  to  be 
relieved  and  comforted,  no  sorrows  to  be  allevi- 
ated, and  no  physical  nor  moral  evils  to  be  coun- 
teracted ;  for,  in   the  New  Jerusalem  "  there 
shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  sorrow  nor  cry- 
ing, neither  shall  there  be  any  more  pain,  for 
the  former  things  shall  have  passed  away,  and 
God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  from  their  eyes.** 
But  'Hit  inhabitants  will  be  for  ever  employed  in 
acts  of  beneficence  towards  each  other,  corres- 
ponding tu  their  dignified  stations,  and  the  cir- 
cumstances in  which  they  are  placed.     This  is 
evident  from  the  very  nature  of  Z<otN;,  which 
pervades  the  hearts  of  the  whole  of  ihat  "  mul- 
titude which  no  man  can  number."     Love  can 
be  manifested  only  by  its  ci^ecte,  or  by  those  ex- 
ternal acts  of  kindness  and  benignity  which  tend 
to  communicate  happiness  to  others ;  and,  there 
can  be  no  doubt,  that,  in  a  thousand  wayi  in- 
ooroprehensible  to  un,  the   inhabitants  of  the 
upper  world  will  be  tlra  means  of  diffusing  ec- 
static delight  through  the  bosoms  of  surrounding 
istelligences,  which  will  form  a  part  of  that  joy 
which  is  '*  unspeiliable  and  full  of  glory."   The 
sympathetic  feelings  they  will  express  for  each 
other,  both  in  respect  to  their  former  and  their  pr^ 
sent  condition,  the  interest  they  will  take  in  listen* 
ing  lo  each  other's  history,  the  scenes  of  felicity 
to  which  they  will  conduct  each  other,  the  noble 
and  enrapturing  subjects  of  conversation  with 
which  they  will  entertain  one  another,  the  ob- 
jectji  of  beauty  and  sublimity  to  which  they  will 
direct  each  other's  attention,  the  lectures  on  di- 
vine subjects,  which  the  more  capacious  and 
exalted  spirits  among  them  may  deliver  to  their 
younger  brethren  of  "  the  church  of  the  firsu 
born,"  and  the  intelligence  from  distant  worlds 
which  the  seraphim  may  communicate,  on  re- 
turning from  their,  embassies  of  love  to  other 
regions — may  form  a  part  of  those  beneficent 
services,   into  which  every  inhabitant  of  that 
world  will  engage  with  peculiar  pleasure.     To 
communicate  happiness  in  every  possible  mode, 
to  make  surrounding  associates  dxuli  with  joy, 
and   to  stimulate  ihem  to  celebrate  the  praises 
of  the  "  Giver  of  all  Good,"  will  be  their  un- 
ceasing desire  and  their  everlasting  delight. 

We  have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  a  vast 
system  of  universal  Benevolence  is  going  on 
throughout  the  universe  of  God,  and  that  it  is  * 
die  grand  object  of  his  moral  government  to  dis- 
tribute happiness  amonj;  unnumbered  worMs. 
Ift  prosscuting  this  ob|ect,  be  soaploys  created 


intelligences,  as  bis  ministers  in  accompiyiiai 
his  designs,  and  for  communicating  eajoyoMBl 
to  each  other.     With  respect  to  the  angelsi  we 
are  informed  by  Paul,  that  **  they  are  all  muU' 
Uring  tpirit»t  sent  forth  to  minister  to  them  wlw 
shall  be  heirs  of  salvation."     Hence  we  lean 
from  sacred  l^istory,  that  they  delivered  Peisr 
(irom  the  fury  of  Herod  and  tho  Jewish  rulers,— 
Daniel  firom  the  ravenous  lions — ^Lot  froai  ihr 
destruction  of  Sodom,  and  Jacob  ftook  the  bandi 
of  Esau  ;  that  they  strengthened  and  refreshed 
Elijah  in  the  wiUerness,  comforted  Daniel  wheo 
covered  with  sackcloth  and  ashes,  directed  J> 
seph  and  Mary  in  their  journey  to  Egypt,  asd 
Comelitu  to  Peter,  to  receive  the  knowledge  of 
salvation ;   that  they  communicated  "  good  ti* 
dings  of  great  joy"  to  Zacharias  the  fiuher  of 
John  the  Baptist,  to  the  Virgin  Marj,  and  to 
the  shepherds  in  the  plains  of  BeihlehesB,  asd 
consoled  the  hearts  of  the  disconsolate  disciplsi, 
by  proclaiming  the  resurrection  of  their  Lad 
and  Master ; — and  we  have  reason  to  ronckidifj 
that  such  ministrations  are  appointed  lo  bs 
tinued  throughout  all  the  periods  of  time. 

It  is  not  improbable  thai  the  spirits  ( .  , 
men  made  perfect    are  likewise  occasioos^f 
employed  in  similar  services.     When  thevisioi 
of  the  New  Jerusalem  was  *«hib||ft(i  to  Joti 
by  a  celestial  messenger,  he  "  fell  down  to  wso* 
ship  before  the  feet  of  the  messenger,  whoshsv* 
ed  him  these  things.''    But  the  messengsr  faw 
bade  him,  saying, — *«  See  thou  do  it  not ;  kit 
am  thyfelUm-aervmU^  and  of  %  bntimm  Ik 
fropheU,  and  of  them  that  keep  (or  are  iaterssisd 
in)  the  sayings  of  this  book."     These  wevdl 
would  naturally  lead  us  to  conclude,  that  tfas 
messenger  was  a  departed  saint,  since  be  desif 
nates  himself  a  brother,  m.  prophet^  and  a  /sfli» 
HTvant.   Perhaps  it  was  the  spirit  of  Moses,  of 
David,  of  Isaiah,  of  Jeremiah,  or  of  Daniel,  wk^ 
woukl  account  it  an  honour  to  be  employed  k 
such  a  service  by  their  exalted  Lord.     Bii 
whether  or  not  such  a  supposition  may  be  adonik 
ted,  certain  it  is,  that  the  saints  will  heresliir 
be  employed  in  active  beneficent  services,  it 
concert  with  other  holy  beings,  so  long  as  tbsi' 
existence  endures.     For  they  are  constitiiteo 
**  Kings  and  Priests  to  the  God  and  Father  of 
our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,"  and  are  **  workers  to- 
gether with  God,"  in  carrying  forward  ihepiafli 
of  his  government. 

Since,  then,  it  appears,  that  the  inhabitssti 
of  heaven  are  incessantly  empk>yed  in  acts  of 
beneficence,  the  habit  of  beneficence  which  ii 
acquired  in  this  worid,  along  with  its  ao- 
oompanying  virtues,  may  be  considersd  H 
a  prepar.ition  and  a  qualification  fir  thU 
more  extensive  s  there  of  moral  actios  artv 
which  tho  saints  shall  be  introduced,  whsa  ihif 
wing  their  way  from  this  earthly  ball  to  ibB 
regions  above.  And,  consequently,  those  n^ 
never  engage  in  <*  worin  of  fiuth  aad  hboM  ff 
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ho  are  goremed  bj  a  principle  of  ahall  nerer  more  shed  their  baleful  infloeoce, 

the  general  tenor  of  their  condtict,  and  where  love,  peace,  and  hannoojr,  mutual 

lidered  at  unqualified  for  taking  a  esteem,  brotherly-kindnen  and  charity,  are  for 

*neTolcnt empbyroenta of tho celes-  ever   triumphant!    To  depart   from   a   world 

where  selfiahneas  and  malignity,  strife  and  dii- 

t  consider  for  a  little,  the  happiness  senaionsi  wars  and  devastations  so  generally 

low  from  an  association  with  intel-  prevail,  and  to  enter  upon  a  scene  of  enjoyment 

animated  with  the  sublime  prin-  where  the  smiles  of  bonevolence  beam  from  tho 

ly  dispositions  to  which  I  have  now  oountenancea  of  unnumbered   glorious   intelli- 

f^ences,  must  raise  in  the  soul  the  most  ecstatic 
saent  worid,  one  of  the  principal  rapture,  and  be  the  ground-work  of  all  those 
lisery,  arises  from  the  malevolent  other  "  pleasures  whidi  are  at  Grod*s  right  hand 
and  immoral  conduct  of  its  inhid>i-  for  evermore."— Even  in  this  world,  amidst  the 
8,  ambition,  malignant  passions,  physical  evils  which  now  exbt,  what  a  scene  of 
ceit,  envy,  and  revenge,  which  ex-  felicity  would  be  produced,  were  all  the  illns- 
'etgn  sway  over  the  hearts  of  the  trious  philantfiropic  charaeters  now  living,  or 
mankind— -have  produced  more  mi-  which  have  adorned  our  race  in  the  ages  that  are 
rastation  araoog  the  human  race,  past,  to  be  collected  into  one  auciety,  and  to  as- 
ricane  and  the  tempest,  the  earth-  sociate  exclusively,  without  annojranco  from 
» volcano,  and  all  the  other  concus-  *'  the  world  that  lieth  in  widcedneas !"  Let  us 
elements  of  nature.  The  lust  of  suppose  a  vast  society  composed  of  fuch  cha- 
covered  kingdoms  with  sackcloth  ract  rs  as  Moses,  Elijah,  Jeremiah,  Daniel, 
relied  cities  with  the  ground,  turned  Paul,  James  and  John,  the  Evangelists,  men 
leaps  of  smoking  ruins,  transformed  who  accounted  it  their  highest  honour  to  glorify 
nto  a  wiklemess,  polluted  the  earth  God  and  to  promote  the  salratioa  of  mankind,-^ 
gore,  slaughtered  thousands  and  such  philanthropists  as  Howard,  Clarkson,  Ven- 
uman  beings,  and  filled  the  once  ning,  and  Sharpe,  who  displayed  the  roost  be- 
es of  domestic  life,  with  the  sounds  nignant  affections,  and  spent  Uieir  mortal  exist- 
lamentation,  and  woe.  If^utUce  ence  in  unwearied  efforts  to  meliorate  the  con- 
have  robbed  society  of  its  rights  dition  of  the  prisoner,  and  relieve  the  distresaet 
I,  and  the  widow  and  fttherless  of  of  the  wretdied  in  every  land— to  deliver  the 
enjoyments.  Superstition  and  r»*  captive  from  his  oppressors— to  unloose  the 
amolated  their  millions  of  victims,  shackles  of  slavery— to  pour  light  and  vital  air 
ce  from  the  world,  and  subverted  into  the  noisome  dungeon,  and  to  diffuse  bleas- 
tociety.  The  violation  of  truth  in  ings  among  mankind  wherever  they  were  found ; 
irmations,  and  promises,  has  in-  — such  profound  philosophers  as  Locke,  Newton, 
IS  in  destruction,  undermined  the  and  Boyle,  whose  capacious  intellects  seemed  to 
of  public  prosperity,  blasted  the  embrace  the  worlds  both  of  matter  and  of  mind, 
d  the  comfort  of  families,  perplexed  and  who  joined  to  their  mental  accomplishments, 
hemindsof  thousands  and  millions,  modesty,  humility,  equanimity  of  temper,  and 
^ntempt  on  the  revelations  of  hea-  general  benevolence ;— such  amiable  divines  as 
discoveries  uf  science.  Malice,  Walts,  Doddridge,  Bates,  Hervey,  Edwards, 
and  similar  affections,  have  stirred  Lardner,  and  Dwight,  whoae  hearts  burned  with 
I  contentions,  which  have  invaded  zeal  to  promote  the  ^ory  of  their  Divine  Mas- 
individuals,  families,  and  societies,  ter,  and  to  advance  the  present  and  everiasting 
ed  all  their  enjoyments.  It  is  interest  d"  thteir  fellowmen.  To  associate  per- 
auch  to  affirm,  that  more  than  nine-  petualiy  with  such  characters,  even  with  thto  im- 
he  evils,  perplexities,  and  sorrows,  perfections  and  infirmities  which  cleaved  to  them 
.e  lot  of  suffering  humanity,  are  in  this  sublunary  region,  would  form  something 

wide  and  extensive  operation  of  approaching  to  a  paradise  on  earth, 

il  principles  and  passions.  But,  let  in  suppose  such  characters  divested 

ppiness,  then,  must  it  be,  to  mingle  of  every  moral  and  mental  imperfection,  endowed 

where  such   malignant  affections  with  every  holy  principle  and  virtue  that  can 

adorn  a  created  intelligence,  and  with  capacious 

lect  mlpt«t  have  been  illustrated  at  intellectual  powers  in  visorous  and  incessant 

;  but  as  the  author  has  already  had  ^__^:«  ^-.ji;««  :„  •  »^li  •!««*«  «•«*«  naH«- 

iter  into  a  minute  dlBcusslon  of  the  «"«»«.  dwelling  m  a  worW  where  every  natn- 

ooral  action,  and  their  relation  to  the  ral  evil  is  removed,  where  scenes  of  glory  meet 

all  worlds,  in  his  work  on  "  The  Phi-  (^^  ^y^  ^t  every  step,  and  where  boundleas  proa- 

Jjrion,"— he  refers  his  readers  to  that  .  ^  _^.^  u  i»      .V  ^  .u  !. i 

more  ample  elucidaUon  of  the  several  V^ctB  stretcb  before  the  view  of  the  enraptured 

h  he  has  briefly  adverted  in  the  pre-  mind.    Let  us  fiirther  suppose,  intelligenoes  in- 

K^^lTt sI^aoT'Sia^lJ^ cii  ^•■^^  ^***»  ^^**'"  ^"  "*•  energetic  aal 

aubUme— who  hare  ranged  through  cIm 
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sity  of  creation,  who  have  minted  with  tlie  in-  sio  and  ■orrow,  and  every  evil  ammyaBBe  ^ 
liahitants  of  ten    thousand  worlds,   who  have  your  joys  are  uninterrupted,  ever  increaaanf,aad 
learned  the  history  of  the  divine  dispensations  ever  new ; — your  prospects  are  bouodlesa  as  tk 
in  relation  to  them  all,  and  who  are  inspired  universe,  and  your  duratino  permanent  as  Ik 
with  every  amiable  and  benignant  feeling,  and  throne  of  the  Eternal ! — We  dwell  "  in  hooscs  of 
with  humility,  love  and  condescension  ;— let  us  day  whose  foundation  is  in  the  dual :"  we  8o> 
suppose  ambassadors  of  this  description,  from  joum  in  **  a  land  of  pits  and  snares,"  and  withia 
numerous  worlds,  occasionally  joining  thisceles-  **  the  region  of  the  shadow  of  death:**  we  wsi 
tial  society,  and  "rehearsing  the  mighty  acts  am  idst  scenes  ofsorrow  and  suffering,  surroiiiMM 
of  Jehovah,"  as  displayed  in  the   regions  from  by  "  the  tents  of   strife,*'  and   exposed  to  tbe 
whence  they  came, — let  us  suppose,  '*  the  man  malice  of  "  lying  lips  and  deceitful  tongues !" 
Christ  Jesus"  president  among  ihem,  in  the  eP  From  our  earthly  prison,  to  which  we  are  nov 
fulgcnce  6(  his  glory,  and  unfolding  his  peerless  chained  as  "  prisoners  of  hope,**  we  lift  up  oar 
excellences  to  every  eye, — let  us  suppose  these  eyes  to  your    happy  mansions,   with    longiof 
glorious  beings  engaged  in  conversations,  con-  desires,  and  exclaim,  *^  O  that  we  bad  the  wiagv 
lemplaiions,  investigations,  thanksgivings,  adora-  of  a  seraph,  that  we   might  fly    away  to  jro'jr 
tiuns,  and  beneficent  services,  corresponding  to  blissful  seats  and  be  at  rest !"     We  long  to  joia 
the  magnificence  of  the  region  in  which  they  **  the  general  assembly  and  church  of  the  frst- 
■reside,  and  to  the  dignity  of  their  natures — and  bom,  which  are  written  in  heaven — the  spiriliof 
we  have  a  faint  picture  of  the  social  enjoyments  Just  men  made  perfect — the  innurowable  0(nd> 
of  the  celestial  world.     This  is  the  society  of  pany  of  angels — Jesus  the  Mediator  of  the  bs« 
heaven,  the  general  assembly  of  the  church  tri-  covenant,  and  God  the  Judge  of  all.** 
umphant,  for  which  we  must  now  be  inspired  May  the  Father  of  all  mercies,wbo  hath  hsfot^ 
with  a  divine  relish  and  for  which  we  must  now  ten  tis  to  the  lively  hope  of  an  incomiptihleiiilM- 
be  prepared  in  the  temper  and  disposition  of  our  ritance,  grant  that  we  may  persevere  in  tbe  Chri^ 
minds,  if  we  expect  to  be  herekfter  admitted  into  tian  cour«e,be  kept  firom  falling,  be  "guarded  bf 
that  "  house  not  made  with  hands  which  is  eter^  his  almighty  power,  through  &ith  imiosalvatioBi" 
nal  in  the  heavens."  and  that  in  due  time,  an  entrance  may  be  abus- 
O  blessed  and  glorious  society !  where  no  con-  dantly  administered  to  us  into  the  evwkstiH 
tentiotts  ever  arise,  where  no  malignant  spirit  kingdom  of  our  Lord  and  Saviour  Jesus  Chrin. 
interrupts  the  universal  harmony,  where  no  male-  To  whom  be  glory  for  ever  and  mm.    Amen. 
volent  affection  is  ever  displayed,  where  no  pro- 
vocation disturbs  the  serenity  of  the  mind,  where  From  the  subject  to  which  our  attentioo  hu 
not  one  revengeful  thought  arises  against  the  most  now  been  directed,  we  may  learn,  what  will  eon- 
depraved  inhabitant  of  the  universe,  where  a  stitute  one  bitter  ingredient  in  tbe  punisbnMat 
single  falsehood  is  never  uttered,  where  folly,  that  awaits  the  wicked  in  the  future  world.  As  tbe 
impertinence  and  error  never  intrude,  where  no  principled'love,  which  pervades  the  minds  of  tbe 
frown  sits  lowering  on  the  countenance,  and  no  inhabitants  of  heaven,  with  the  diversified  nni- 
cioud  ever  intercepts  the  sunshine  of  benevo-  ficationsinto  which  it  diverges,  forms  the  granail* 
lence ! — where  "  Holiness  to  the  Lord**  is  in-  work  of  all  the  other  enjoyments  of  the  oelestiil 
scribed  on  every  heart,  where  every  member  is  world, — so  the  principle  of  malignity  which  pre- 
knit  to  another  by  the  indissoluble  bonds  of  af>  dominates  in  the  hearts  of  the  wicked,  wiH  be 
fection  and  esteem,  where  a  friendship  is  com-  the  source  of  the  greater  part  of  that  misery  dwj 
mencod  which  shall  never  be  dissolved,  where  are  doomed  to  suffer  in  the  eternal  stale.—*'  We 
love  glows  in  every  bosom,  and  benignity  beams  cannot  form  a  more  dreadful  picture  of  fiilnre 
from  every  countenance,  where  moral  excellence  punishment  than  by  conceiving  the  principles  dT 
is  displayed  in  its  most  sublime,  and  diversified,  falsehood,  deceit,  and  malignity,  and  the  passioss 
and   transporting  forms,   where  "a  multitude  of  pride,  hatred,  malice,  and  revenge,  raging  with 
whiith  no  m^  can  number,  from  all  nations,  and  tmcontrolled  and  perpetual  violsooe.    We  need 
kindreds,  and  people,  and  tongues,"  join  in  uni-  represent  to  ourselves  nothing  more  borrible  bi 
son  with  angels  and  archangels,  principalities  the  place  of  punishment,  than  by  mpposing  the 
and  powers,  in  swelling  the  song  of  salvation  to  Almighty  simply  permitting  wicked  men  togire 
Him  that  sits  upon  the  throne,  and  to  the  Lamb  full  scope  to  their  malevolent  dispoaitMOs ;  Imf^ 
that  was  slain,  for  ever  and  ever ! — ye  glorious  ing  them  '  to  eat  of  the  fruit  of  their  own  wajif 
hosts  of  heaven,  who  minister  to  the  heirs  of  and  to  he  filled  with  their  0«m  devicea.*   Tbe  e^ 
salvation  on  earth !    Ye  redeemed  inhabitants  focts  produced  by  the  imeontroUed  opeialisa  a  ' 
from  our  world,  "  who  came  out  of  great  tribu-  such  principles  and  passions,  would  be  waA  i* 
lation,  and  are  now  before  the  throne  of  G^,  may  be  fitly  represented  by  the  emblems  of  (be 
and  serve  him  day  and  night  in  his  temple !"  we  worm  that  never  diea,  of  '^devouring  firs,'  9ti^ 
long  to  join  your  blessed  society.    Tou  dwell  their    necessary  concomitantt,  *  waspiiV  vi 
.amidflt  toenes  of  magnificence  and  the  splendours  wiiling  and  gnashing  of  teath.'"* 
ef  eternal  di^y ;— 70a  are  for  ever  aeoure  fiom  *PMioaepbycf  mimitt,p».Jfc  «. 
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Ib  mim  to  illostrats  thb  Mntiment,  and  to  inn  tongue  of  the  eldest  to  be  cut  ofi^— had  the  skin 

pfBM  it  nore  deeply  upon  themiod  of  thereader,  torn  from  his  head,  and  the  eztreniilies  nf  hia 

I  ahail  teleet  two  or  three  facts  in  relation  to  cer-  hands  and  feet  cut  off,  before  hia  mother  and 

tain  characters  whose  names  stand  conspicuous  his  brethren.     After   being  mutilated;  ho  was 

in  the  annals  of  history.  brought  close  to  the  tire,  and  fried  in  the  pan. 

Erery  reader  of  history  is  acquainted  with  the  The  second  brothei  wa^  then  taken,  and,  after 

character  and  actions  of  Antioehus  Epiphane*^  the  hair  of  his  head,  with  iho  skin,  was  torn  away, 

whose  naoM  stands  so  high  on  the  rolls  of  impi-  he  was  tortured  in  iho  same  manner  as  his  elder 

«ly  and  crime.     Haring  besieged   the  city  of  brother;  and  in  like  manner  were  the  other  Ave 

Jerusalem,  he  took  it  by  storm,  and,  during  the  brethren  put  to  deatli, — the  last  of  wliom,  who  was 

three  days  it  was  abandoned  to  the  fury  of  the  the  youngest,  he  causes!  to  be  tortured  more 

soldiers,  he  caused  forty  thousand'*'  men  to  be  in-  grievously  than  the  rest.     Last  of  all  the  mother 

humanly  butchered:  he  exercised  every  species  also  suffered  death. f 

of  cru#hy  upon  the  citizens,  and  unmercifully  put  Hearing,  some  time  afterwards,  that  the  Jews 
to  death  all  those  who  fell  into  his  handii,  and  had  revolted,  he  assembled  all  his  troops,  which 
whom  he  considered  as  his  enemies.  Hedo-«  formed  a  mighty  army,  and  determind  to  destroy 
•patched  Appollooius  at  the  head  of  22,000  men,  the  whole  Jewish  nation,  and  to  settle  other  peo- 
with  orders  to  plunder  oU  <Ae  ci/ies  q/'/udea,  to  pie  in  their  country.  He  commanded  Lysias,  one 
Biurder  aH  the  men,  and  sell  the  women  and  of  his  generals,  to  extirpate  them  root  and  branch, 
children  for  slavies.  He  accordingly  came  with  so  as  not  to  leave  one  Hebrew  in  the  country. 
his  army,  and  to  outward  appearance,  with  a  When  in  Persia  advice  was  brought  him  of  tho 
peaceable  intention  ;  neither  was  he  suspected  by  defeat  of  Lysias,  and  that  the  Jews  had  retaken 
iIm  Jews,  as  he  was  superintendent  of  the  tribute  the  temple,  thrown  down  the  altars  and  idols 
in  Palestine.  He  kept  himself  inactive  till  the  which  ho  had  set  up,  and  re-established  their 
■ezt  Sabbath,  when  they  were  all  in  a  profound  ancient  worship.  At  this  news  his  fury  rose  to 
qaiet,  and  then,  on  a  sudden,  began  the  work  of  madnesy.  In  the  violence  of  his  rage,  he  set  out 
s>anghter.  He  sent  a  portion  of  his  men  to  the  with  all  possible  expedition,  like  an  infernal  fiend, 
temple  and  synagogues,  with  orders  to  cut  to  venting  not hiu^  but  menaces  on  his  march ,  and 
pieces  all  who  were  found  in  these  places  o^  breathing  only  final  ruin  and  destruction  to  every 
resort ;  whilst  the  rest  going  through  the  streets  of  inhabitant  of  Judea,  and  to  all  that  appertained 
the  city,  massacred  all  who  came  in  their  vray.  to  them.  He  commanded  his  coachman  to  drive 
He  next  ordered  the  city  to  be  plundered  and  with  the  utmost  speed,  that  no  time  might  be 
■St  on  fire,  pulled  down  all  their  stately  buildings,  lost  for  fully  satiating  his  vengeance,  threatening 
and  carried  away  captive  ten  thousand  of  those  at  the  same  time,  with  horrid  imprecations,  to 
who  had  escaped  the  slaughter.  Not  yet  satisfied  make  Jerusalem  the  burying  place  of  the  whole 
with  the  blood  of  the  Jews,  Antiochua  resolved  Jewish  nation,  and  not  to  leave  one  single  inha- 
either  totally  to  abolish  their  religion,  or  to  de-  bitant  within  its  confines.  But  the  Almighty, 
stroy  their  whole  race.  He  issued  a  decree  that  against  whose  providence  he  was  raging,  inter- 
all  nations  within  his  dominions  should  forsake  (>osed,  and  slopped  him  in  his  wild  career.  "  Ho 
their  okJ  religion  and  gods,  and  worship  those  of  was  seized,"  says  Rollin,  *'  with  incredible  pains 
the  king,  under  the  most  severe  penalties.  He  in  his  bowels,  and  the  most  excessive  pangs  of 
dedicated  the  temple  at  Jerusalem  to  Jupiter  the  colic."  Still,  his  prido  and  fury  were  not 
OiymfNis,  and  set  up  his  own  statue  on  the  altar  abated  :  he  suffered  himself  to  be  hurried  away 
of  bumt-ofTcring  ;  and  all  who  refused  to  come  by  the  wild  transport  of  his  rage,  and  breathing 
and  worship  thii  idol  were  either  massacred  or  nothing  but  vengeance  against  the  land  of  Judea 
puttoaomecnieltortures,t  ill  they  either  complied  and  its  inhabitants,  he  gave  orders  to  proceed 
or  expired  under  tho  hands  of  the  executioners,  with  still  greater  celerity  in  his  jcHimey.  But  as 
He  put  todeath  Eleazar,  one  of  the  mostillustri-  his  horses  were  running  forward  impetuously, 
oin  of  the  Jews,  a  venenbte  old  man,  ninety  years  he  fell  from  his  chariot,  and  bruised  every  part  of 
of  age,  and  a  doctor  of  the  law,  *'  whose  life  had  his  body  in  so  dreadful  a  manner,  that  he  suffered 
been  one  continued  series  of  spotless  innocence,"  inexpressible  torments  ;  and  soon  after  finished 
•nd  his  execution  was  accompanied  with  the  most  an  impious  life  by  a  miserable  death. 
crud  torments.  He  seized  the  seven  brothen  The  Turks,  in  their  wars  with  neighbouring 
commonly  called  the  Jtfiaooofress,  along  with  their  states,  both  in  former  and  present  timea,  have 
Mother,  and  caused  them  to  be  scourged  in  a  been  proverbial  for  the  malevolence  they  have 
■oat  inhuman  manner,  in  order  to  compel  them  displayed,  and  the  cruelties  they  have  exercised 
Is  swallow  swine's  flesh,  which  their  law  forbade,  towards  their  enemies.  The  following  is  only 
md  whaa  thoy  refused,  he  was  so  exasperated  that  one  instance  out  of  a  thousand  which  might  be 
W  ordarad  brazen  pans  and  cauklrons  to  be  produced,  of  the  desperate  length  to  which  human 
1;  nd,  whsn  tbsy  were  red,  bo  eaoaed  the  boings  will  proceed  in  treachery  and  in  the  in- 

t  Tha  details  of  those  shocklaf  onMlltas  maj  hi 

ithtBiBhbtratlMMi  nto  In  RolUa's  Andaat  HISI017,  toL  T. 
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flietioB  of  torment,  when  under  the  influence  of  finriooe :  diey  ezdaimed  against  the 

a  principle  of  malignity.  the  treachery  of  Muetapha;  they  called  akmifa 

In  the  war  with  Turkey  and  the  states  of  y»*  revenge,  and  desired  to  be  set  at  liberty,  that  tlHf 

nice,  about  the  year  1571,  the  Venetians  were  might,  even  without  arms,  rescue  tjwtr  bnst 

besieged  by  the  Turks  in  the  city  of  Famagotla  genernl,  and  inflict   the  deserved  ptmishml 

in  the  island  of  Cyprus.     Through  famine  and  uoon  their  mean,  dastardly,  and  cowardly  fbea 

want  of  ammunition,  the  Venetian  garrison  was  Their  request  was  answered  with  cruel  lasbss; 

compelled  to  enter  upon  terms  of  capitulation.  Bragadino  was  taken  down,  conducted  to  thi 

A  treaty  was  accordingly  set  on  fitot,  and  hos-  market-place,  amidst  the  din  of  trumpeu,drumi| 

tages  exchanged.     The  following   terms  were  and  other  warlike  instruments,  where  h*  «si 

agreed  to  by  both  parties  : — That  the  officers  and  JUsyed  alivtj  and  a  period  put  to  his  glorious  Hfti 

soldiers  should  march  out  with  all  the  honours  of  His  skin  was  hung,  by  way  of  trophy,  to  thesai- 

war,  drums  beating,  colours  flying,  five  pieces  of  yard  oTa  galley  sent  round  all  the  coasts  to  insnk 

cannon,  all  their  baggage,  and  be  conveyed  in  the  Venetians.     His  head,  with  thoseof  Andrea 

safety  to  Candia,  under  an  escort  of  three  Turii-  Bragadino,  his  brother,  Lodovico  MartinengSi 

ish  gal  lies ;  and  that  the  inhabitants  should  re-  and  the  brave  Quirino,  were  sent  as  presents  to 

main  in  the  free  use  of  their  religion,  untouched  Sdim  Uie  Turkish  Emperor.* 

in  their  property,  and  in  full  possession  of  their  CouM  an  infernal  fiend  have  devised  more  e>* 

fiwedom.     Next  day  Bragadino,  the  Venetian  cruciating  tortures,  or  have  acted  with  greater 

commander,  went  to   pay   his  compliments  to  baseness  and  malignity  than  this  treacherous 

MuMtapha,  the  Turkish  general,  attended   by  and  cruel  monster  ?  What  a  horrible  thing  wouU 

some  of  his  chief. officers.     At  first  they  met  it  be  to  be  subjected  to  the  caprice  and  under 

with  a  civil  reception,  M ustapha  ordering  a  seat  the  control  of  such  a  proud  and  vindictive  spi- 

to  be  placed  (or  Bragadino  on  his  own  right  haiMl.  fit  every  day,  only  for  a  year,  much  more  fat 

They  soon  entered  into  discourse  about  the  hundreds  and  thousands  of  years !    A  group  ct 

prisoners,  and  Mustapha  taxing  Bragadino  with  such  spirits  giving  vent  to  their  malevolent  pa^ 

some  violences  committed  by  the  garrison  during  sions  without  control,  are  sufficient  to  produce 

the  suspension  granted  for  settling  a  capitulation,  a  degree  of  mis^  among  surrounding  intelli- 

Bragadino,  with  a  generous  disdain,  denied  the  gences,  surpassing  every  thing  that  the  humaa 

charge.     Upon  which  Mustapha,  rising  up  in  a  mind,  in  the  present  state,  can  possibly  conceive, 

fury,  ordered  him  to  be  bound  hand  and  foot,  and  When  the  Norman   barons  and  chevaliers, 

the  others  to  be  massacred  before  his  face,  with-  under  William   the  Conqueror,  had   obtained 

out    regard    to  hospitality,  their  bravery,  the  possession  of  England,  they  disfdayed  the  most 

treaty  subsisting,  or  their  being  unarmed.  cruel  and    malignant  dispositions  towards  the 

Bragadino  was  reserved   for  a   more  cruel  native    inhabitants.      They  afflicted  and    ha- 

treatment :  afler  being  insulted  with  the  most  rassed  them  in  every  state,  forcing  them  to  work 

vilifying  and  opprobrious  language  ;  after  under-  at  the  building  of  their  castles;  and  when  the 

going  the  most  excrutiating  tortures  ;  after  having  castles   were  finished,  they  placed   on  them  a 

his  ears,  nose,  and  lips  slit,  his  neck  was  stretch-  garrison  of  wicked  and  diabolical  men.     They 

ed  upon  a  block,  and  trampled  upon  by  the  das-  seized   all  whom  they  thought  to  possess  any 

tardly'  Mustapha,  who  asked  him   where   was  thing — men  and  women — by  day  and  night ;  they 

now  that  Christ  whom  he  worshipped,  and  why  carried  them  off;  imprisoned  them  ;  and,  to  ob- 

he  did  not  deliver  him  out  of  his  hands?  At  the  tain  from  them  gold  or  silver,  inflicted  on  them 

same  time  the  soldiers  on  board  the  fleet  were  torturos  such  as   no   martyrs  ever  underwent. 

despoiled  of  every  thing,  and  lashed  to  the  oars.  Some  they  suspended  by  their  feet,  with  their 

Thisday^s  work  being  finished,  Mustapha  enter-  heads  hanging  in  smoke;  others  were  hung  by 

ed  the  city,  where  he  gave  immediate  orders,  the  thumb,  with  fire  under  their  feet.      They 

that  Tiepolo,  a  person  of  high  rank  and  authority,  pressed  the  heads  of  some  by  a  leathern  thong,  so 

should  be  hanged  upon  a  gibbet.     A  few  days  as  to  break  the  bones,   and  crush  the  brain ; 

after,  before  Bragadino  had  recovered  from  the  others  were  thrown  into  ditches  full  of  makes, 

wounds  he  had  received,  he  was  carried  in  deri-  toads,  and  other  reptiles  ;  others  were  put  in 

•ion  to  all  the  breaches  made  in  the  walls,  loaded  the  chamhre  ti  cmeit.     This  was  the  name  given 

with  buckets  filled  with  earth  and  mortar,  and  in  the  Norman  tongue  to  a  sort  of  chest,  abort, 

ordered  to  kiss  the  ground  as  oAen  as  he  passed  by  strait,  and  shallow,  lined  with  sharp  stones,  into 

Mustapha  ;  a  spectacle  that  raised  pangs  of  pity  which  the  sufferer  was  crammed  to  the  didoeiH 

in  the  callous  hearts  of  the  meanest  Turkish  sol-  tion  of  his  limbs. — In  roost  of  the  castle*  was  a 

diers,  but  could  not  move  compassion  in  the  obdu-  horrible  and  frightful  engine  used  for  potiiBf  to 

rate  breast  of  Mustapha.    Afterwards,  the  brave  the  torture.     This  was  a  bundle  of  chain  iO 

Bragadino  was  cooped  up  in  a  cage,  and  igno-  heavy  that  two  or  three  men  could  haidljfift 

niniously  hung  to  a  sail-yard  in  one  of  the  them.     The  tmfortunate  person  vmon  wJw 

giOliM,  whais  his  intrepid  soUiort  were  dwinad       .  -^  «  **«.,.«  yr,,,.^.^, -^  -^  —  -^ 
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iqrvmUd»w«  kaplonliu  feetbyuiroB  to  coaTeM  to  hiauatf  t  project  of  mcb  crMl  t«- 

ilbr  fiMd  in  a  poati  ud  oould  B«ith«r  tit,  nor  merity — [the  inarching  against  Moaeow.J      Bat 

9f  nor  aleopb    Thejr  made  many  thousands  die  by  degrees  he  assumed  courage  to  look  it  in  tha 

*  kcBfor.  They  laid  tribute  upon  tribute  on  face.  He  then  began  to  deliberate,  and  the  state 
m  towns  and  nUagaa.  When  the  towns-  of  great  irresolution  which  tormented  his  mind, 
Miple  had  no  longer  any  thing  to  give,  they  affected  his  whole  frame.  He  was  obserred  to 
undered  and  burned  tho  town.  You  might  wander  about  his  apartments,  as  if  pursued  by 
vre  travelled  a  whole  day  without  finding  one  some  dangerous  temptation  :  nothing  could  rivet 
»ul  in  llie  towns,  or  in  the  country  one  culii-  his  attention  ;  he  every  moment  began,  quitted, 
Lied  field.  The  poor  died  of  hunger,  and  they  and  resumed  his  labour;  he  walked  about  wiih- 
bo  bad  fbroierly  possessed  something,  now  out  any  object ;  inquired  the  hour,  and  looked  at 
•gged  their  bread  from  door  to  dour.  Never  his  watch  ;— completely  absorbed,  he  stoppedy 
ere  more  grie£i  and  woes  poured  upon  any  hummed  a  tune  with  an  absent  air,  and  again 
ad; — nay  the  Pagans  in  their  invasions  cau-  began  walking  abouL  In  tho  midst  of  his  per- 
mJ  fewer  than  the  men  of  whom  I  now  speak,  plexity,  he  occasionally  addressed  the  persons 
'hey  spared  neither  the  church-yards,  nor  the  whom  he  met  with  8uch  half  sentences  as  ^  Well 
lurches ;  tliey  took  ail  that  couki  be  taken,  and  —What  shall  we  do ! — Shall  we  stay  where  we 
len  set  fire  to  the  church.  To  till  the  ground  are,  or  advance? — How  is  it  possible  to  stop 
ad  been  as  vain  as  to  till  the  sand  on  the  sea-  short  in  the  midst  uf  so  glorious  a  career  V  He 
tkore.'t'  did  not  wait  for  their  reply,  but  still  kept  wan* 

What  scenes  of  wretchedness  do  such  proud  dering  about,  as  if  he  was  looking  for  something, 

nd  malignant  demons  produce  even  in  the  pre-  or  somebody,  to  terminate  his  indecision.— At 

«l  world!  Can  such  spirits  be  supposed  quali-  length,  quite  overwhelmed  with  the  weight  of 

ed  for  joining  the  general  assembly  and  church  such  an  important  consideration,  and  oppressed 

f  the  firatpbom,  and  ibr  taking  a  part  in  the  be*  with  so  great  an  uncertainty,  he  would  throw 

eficeat  operations  of  heaven  7    If  they  exist  at  himself  on  one  of  the  beds  which  he  had  caused 

U  in  a  fiiture  worid,  they  must  exist  in  misery ;  to  be  laid  on  the  floor  of  his  apartments.    His 

nd  so  long  as  such  diabolical  passions  continue  fi'ame,  exhausted  by  the  heat  and  the  struggles 

>  rage,  they  must  produce  **  lamentation  and  of  his  mind,  oould   only  bear  a  covering  of  the 

ro"  among  all  the  associates  with  which  they  slightest  texture.     It  was  in  that  state  that  he 

re  surrounded. — ^Even  within  the  confines  of  passed  a  portion  of  his  day  at  Vitepsk.*' 
wrtality,  the  man  who  is  under  the  despotic         The  same  restless  agitations  seemed  to  have 

way  of  pride,  ambition,  and  simihir  malevolent  accompanied  him  at  every  step  in  this  daring 

assions,  imbiiters  every  enjoyment  he  might  expedition.      '*  At   Borodino,"  says  the  same 

therwise  possess,  produces  pain  in  the  minds  writer,  "  his  anxiety  was  so  great  ai  to  prevent 

f  others,  and  experiences  in  his  own  soul  pangs  him  from  sleeping.     He  kept  calling  incessantly 

imilar  in  kind  to  those   which  are  foU  in   the  to  know  the  hour,  inquiring  if  any  noise    was 

lace  of  punishment.     I  shall  illustrate  this  po-  heard,  and  scndint;  persons  to  ascertain  if  the 

ition  by  the  spirit  and  temper  displayed  by  two  enemy  was  still  before  him,— -Tranquillized  for  a 

lustrious  individuals  who  have  latoly  departed  few  moments,  anxiety  of  an  op[)osiie  description 

)  the  invisible  state ;— the  one  renowned  in  the  again  seized  him.     He  became  frightened  at  the 

oliticoi,  the  other  in  the  literary  world.  destitute  state  of  the  soldiers,  £cc.     He  sent  for 

The  first  character  to  which  I  allude  is  that  Bessieres,  ihat  one  of  his  marshals  in  whom  he 

f  Tfapoleon  Buonaparte,     This  extratMrdinary  had  the   greatest    confidence  : — he    called   him 

lan,  who  for  nearly  twenty  years  dazzled  the  back  several  times,  and  repealed  his   pressing 

rhole  Eastern  hemisphere,  like  a  blazing  me-  questions,  &c.     Dreading  that  his  orders  hod 

)or,  appears  to  have  been  actuated  by  the  most  not  been  obeyed,   he  got  up  once  more,  and 

xtravogant  and    restless    ambition.      Though  questioned  tho  grenadiers  on  guard  at    the  en- 

e  exercised  many  cruelties  in  the  midst  of  his  trance  of  his  tent,  if  they  had  received  their  pro- 

areer,  as  at  Jaffa  and  other  places,  yet  deli^rhl  in  visions.     Satisfied  with  the  answer,  he  went  in, 

eeds  of  atrocity  formed  no  part  of  his  ruling  and  soon  fell  into  a  doze.     Shortly  after  he  called 

assion,  and  were  only  occasionally  resorted  to,  once  more.     His  aid-de-camp   found  him  now 

3  order  to  accomplish  bis  ambitious  projects,  supporting  his  head  with  both  his  hands;  he 

7he  agitated  state  of  mind  into  which  ho  was  seemed,  by  what  was  overheard,  to  be  medital- 

irown  by  his  love  of  conquest,  and  the  daring  ing  on  the  vanituM  of  glory. — *  What  is  war? 

Dterprises  in  which  he  embarked,  is  strikingly  A  trade  qf  barbariantf  the  whole  art  of  which 

epicted  by  M.  Segur,  in  his  "  History  of  Na-  eonsiatM  in  l>eing  the  strongett  on  a  given  point* 

oleoo's  Expedition    to  Russia."      When   at  He  then  complained  of  the  fickleness  of  fortune, 

itopsk,  on  his  way  to  Moscow,  M.  Segur  which  he  now  began  to  experience.    He  again 

ifa- — "  He  at  first  hardly  appeared  bold  enough  tried  to  take  some  rest.    But  the  marches  he  nad 

•  Thiertys  "  History  of  the  Nonnan  Conquest,"  ]"■*  °^^  ^»^*»  ^^  **""»y » *^®  fatigues  of  the  pr»- 
fiola.  18M.  ceding  daya  and  nights,  so  many  carea,  and  hia 
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inteiiM  »d  usioiii  expadatioM,  had  woni  hnn  tm  with  alllbe  gtBheeoaU  Aroir  ioCoMrtra^ 

out.    An  irritatiug  ferer,  a  dry  cough,  mad  ex-  — 41e  dedaimed   against    the  tiea  of  t  nnwH 

oeMive  thirst  consumed  him.    During  the  r^  guiaity,  and  abjured   even   the  society  of  Ul 

nainder  ofthe  nighi  he  made  Tain  atteanpts  to  sister,  from  which  be  entirely  withdrew  hia- 

quench  the  burning  thinst  that  consumed  him."  self,  until  after  the  publication  of  **  Childe  H»> 

What  man  that  ever  enjoyed  the  pleasures  of  rold,"  when  at  length  he  yielded  to  my  persoa- 

tranqmliity,  would  envy  such  a  state  of  mind  as  sions,  and  made  adnmoes  to  a  fiiendly  corrS" 

tli.-it  \shich  has  now  been  deitcribed,  although  the  spondonce." 

iu<livi<lual  were  surrounded  with  every  earthly         Here  we  have  a  picture  of  an    individual,  ia 

glory  ?     Sucli  mad  aniiiition  as  that  which  raged  whom  **  resentment,  anger,  and  hatred,"  rei|D> 

in  the  brua.st  of  thiii  si  n:;iilar  personage,  must  be  ed  without  control:  who  could  vent    hb  ra^ 

a  perpetual  torment  to  iis  posMessor,  in  whatever  even  against  the  Creator,  and  the  universe  he 

region  ol'the  universe  he  exiitts,  and  roust  pro-  had  formed,  who  hated  his  fellow-creatures,  and 

dure  balrful  elPects   on   every   one   within  the  even  his  own  existence;  who   spumed  at  ths 

sphere  ol'  its    inHuenco.— The   coolness    with  ties  of  relationship,  and  "abjured  even  the  lo- 

which  such  characturd  calculate  on  the  destnio-  ciety  of  his  sister."     What  horrible  mischteft 

tion  o(  human  life,  and  tlie  miseries  which  their  and  miseries  would  a  character  of  this  descrip* 

lawless  passions  pro<iuce  on   their  fellow-crea*  tion  produce,  were  such  malevolent  passions  to 

ture5,  appears  in  the  following  extract.  rage  with  unbounded  violence,    without  being 

*'  lie  asked  Rapp,  if  he  thought  wp  should  checked  by  those  restraints,  which  human  Uwg 

gain  the  victory  ?     '  No  doubt,'  was  the  reply,  impose  in  the  present  state ! 
*  but  it  will   be  sanguinary.'     *■  I  know  it,'  re-         I  shall  state  only  another  example  of  this 

sumeil  Napoleon,  '  Uul  I  have  80  000  men ;   I  description,   taken  from    Captain    Cochrane*! 

shall  lose  20,000  ;  I  shall  enter  Moscow  with  **  Travels    in    Russia." — On   arriving  at  dw 

€0,000 ;  the  stragglers  will  then  rejoin  us,  and  Prussian  frontiers,   says  the    captain,   "  My 

ailerwards  the  battalions  on  the  march ;  and  we  passport  demanded,  myself  interrogated  by  a 

ahall  be  stronger  than  we  were  before  the  bat-  set  of  whiskered  ruffians,  obliged  to  move  firon 

tie.'  "  one  guard  to  another,  the  object  of  sarcasm  and 

The  other  personage  to  whom  I  alluded  is  official  tyranny,  I  wanted  no  inducement,  fs> 

Lord  Byron.  ligued  as  I  was,  to  proceed  on  my  journey,  bat 

The  following  sketches  of  his  character  are  even  this  was  not  permitted  me.    A  large  public 

taken  from  "  Recollections  of  the  life  of  Lord  room,   full   of  military  rubbish,  and    two  long 

Byron,  from  the  year   1808  to  the  year  1818.  benches  serving  as  chairs,  to  an  equally  long 

Taken  from  authentic  documents,  &c.  by  R.  C.  table,  were  the  place  and  furniture  allotted  me. 

Dallas,  Esq."  I  asked  the  landlord  fur  supper;  he  laughed  at 

**  He  reduced  his  palate,"  says  Mr.  Dallas,  me ;  and  to  my  demand  of  a  bed,  grinningbf 

'*  to  a  diet  the  most  simple  and  abstemious — but  pointed  to  the  floor,  and  refused  roe  even  a  por« 

the  passions  of  his  heart  were  too  mighty ;  nor  tion  of  the  straw  which  had  been  brought  in  for 

did  it  ever  enter  his  mind  to  overcome  them.  Re-  the  soldiers.  Of  all  the  demons  that  ever  existed, 

sentinent,  anger,  and  imired,  held  full  sway  over  or  have  been  imagined  in  human  shape,  I  thought 

him;  and  his  greatest  gratitiralion  at  that  time,  the  landlord  of  the  mn  the  blackest.     The  figure 

was   in  overcharging  his  pen   with  gall,  which  of  Gil  Peres  occurred  to  mo,  but  it  sunk  in  the 

flowed  in  every  direct i«in,  against  individuals,  comparison  with  the  wretch  then  before  me  for 

his  country,  the  world,  the  universe,  creation,  ill  nature,  malignity,  and  personal  hideousneo. 

and  the  Creator. — Misanthropy,  disgust  of  life.  His  face  half  covered  with  a  black  beard,  and 

lea<ling  to  sk<'ptici.sm  and  impiety,  prevailed  in  large   bristly   whiskers,  his  stature   below  the 

his  liuart,  an<l  intbittercd  hia  existence.    Unac-  common,  his  head  sunk  between  his  ahoulderS/ 

cu!<tomfii  to  female  society,  he  at  once  dmaded  to  make  room  for  the  protuberance  of  his  back ; 

ami  abhorred  it.     As  for  domestic  happiness  he  his  ey^  buried  in  the  ragged  locks  of  his  lank 

had  no  idea  of  it.     '  A  large  family,'   he  said,  grisly  hair; — added  to  this  a  club  foot,  and  a 

'  appeared  like  opposite^  ingredients,  mixed  per  voice   which,  on  every  attempt  to  speak,  was 

force  in  the  same  salad,  and  I  never  relished  the  like  the  shrieking  of  a  screech-owl ,-~and  you 

composition.'     Ho  was  so  completely  disgusted  have  some  faint  idea  of  this  mockery  of  a 

with  his  relations,  especially  the  female  part  of  man." — Here,  we  have   presented  to   view  a 

them,  that  he  completely  avoided  them.    *  I  con-  human  being,  who,  in  the  malignity  of  his  mind, 

aider,'  said  he, '  collaterial  ties  as  ihb  work  of  and  in  the  conformation  of  his  body,  bears  acer> 

prejudice,  and  not  the  bond  of  the  heart,  which  tain  resemblance  to  those  wretdied  beings  m 

must  choose  for  itself  unshackled.' — In  corre-  whose  oreasts  benevolence  never  glows,  and  in 

■pondcnce  with  such  dispositions  and  sentiments,  whose  dwellings  nothing  is  seen  but  the  molt 

«  he  talked  of  his  relation  to  the  Earl  of  Carlisle  haggard  and  deformed  objects,  and  nothinj;  heaid 

with  indignation."    Having  received  frmn  him  but  horrid  imprecations,  and  the  sounds  i  «ro. 
t  fi'igid  letter,  <*  he  determined  to  lash  his  rela^        Let  us  now  suppose,  for  a  mooMBt,  a  Vlil 
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MM-     I««t  V  ■VPM*  BMigr  dMOHUMls  of  would  ba  prodaood,  iMjoad  Um  power  «f  iIm 

lioaa  of  iBeh  ohorieiaw  u  iV«ro,  who  mC  huaiu  mind  either  to  ooneeire  or  lo  Jeociibe. 

•o  IUmbo,  iIhU  ho  Mighl  tt^ftm  hiaMlf  widi  If  ao  droeAul  eflfeeu  have  beea  produeed,  hjr 

wailinfi  aad  huneotatioiM  which  thie  cola*  weh  diabolical  paeeioM,  etoo  in  tho  pnioaat 

f  inepiral,  aad  insidled  HeaTen  by  offerini;  worid,    where   Providvaco   **  eela   reeUmisiBf 

nluigivii^  to  tho  godi,  after  raurderiiiff  bis  buoods  to  the  wraib  of  nan,*'  aad  where  bo- 

9  Md  hit  m^alhi0ff-'I%bmHM  who  delighted  nifoant  dispositiooa  are  blended  with  the  evil 

orturing  hia  aobiects,  and  maMacriag  them  priocipien    which    ao  feneraUy  prevail,  ^lal 

ho  moot  toiumMJOj;  aiid  cruel  manner,— C»-  mint  bt»  the  effect*  wher-9  pun  maUgmi^f  with- 

Urn,  celebrated  in  the  annali  of  fotly,  cnicliy,  out  any  mixture  of  beoevoleot  fedinga,  reigna 

iuiptety,  who  murdered  many  of  his  subjects  vjuosrse/fy,  is  petpelually  tormenting  its  objects^ 

h  hi*  own  hand,  and  caused  thousands  who  is  ever  increasing  in  its  fury,  and  is  never  con- 

le  giuilty  of  no  crimes  to  be  crueUy  butcheredt  troUed  by  physical  obslructioos  or  by  moral  oon- 

tniioekm§  JSpifhtmu,  who  butcliered   forty  s ideratiuns !    This  is  the  soci^y  of  hell :  thia 

OMuid  of  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem  in  cold  is  the  essence  of  fiiture  misery:  this  is  **  tho 

kI,  and  nished  fimvard,  like  an  in£Bmal  do-  worm  that  never  dies,  and  the  fire  thai  is  never 

1,  with  the  intention  of  destroying  every  in-  quenched  ;"  and  the  natural  effects  produced  by 

itnnt  of  Judea^—lfamiZeor,  who  threw  ail  it  is  universal  anguish  and  despair, — **  weeping, 

prisoners  that  came  into  hb  hand,  to  be  de-  and  wailing,  and  gnashing  of  teeth."— If  such 

red  bjr  wild  baaats,— ^fdnc&o/,  who  put  out  be  the  end  of  the  ungodly,  and  the  malignant 

eyes  of  aD  the  Roman  captivea   he  had  despiser  of  Gud's  law,  and  the  riches  of  hia 

po   during  two  yaars,  cut  off  their  noses,  mercy  as  manifested    in  Christ  Jesus,— how 

lenn,  legs,  and  arraa,  tore  their  skin  to  pieces  careful  should  we  be  to  counteract  every  evil 

h  iron  rakea  and  harrows,  and  threw  them  propensity  and  passion,  and  how  fervently  ought 

diong   from  the  top  of  bu    battlements,-—  we  to  join  in  the  prayer  of  the  Psalmist,  and 

^kiz  KhtM^  who  caused  seventy  chiefs  to  be  in  the  resolution  of  Jacob :  '*  Gather  nni  my 

ywn  into  as  many  caklrona  of  boiling  water,  soid  with  sinners,  nor  my  life  with  blcxidy  men.** 

t  took  pleasure  in  beholding  his  army  behiiad-  "  O  my  soul,  come  not  thou  into  ihtir  secret ; 

a  hundred  thousand  prisoners  at  once,— TV  unto  their  as^mbly,  mine  honour,  be  not  thou 

rlai»€f  who  displayed  his  sportive  cruelty  in  united  !** 

mding  three  or  four  thousand  people  in  large         Let  none  imagine,  because  I  have  selected 

rtArs,   or  building  them  among  bricks  aiid  »fme  of  the  more  atrocious  characttfrs  recorded 

rtar  into  a  wall,—- JlfaM(a/»Aa.  who  treache-  in  hi!«Tory,  as  illu9trations  of  the  effiecta  of  de- 

oly  munJerrd  the  Venetian  officers,  after  hav-  praviiy — that  only  such,  are  "  vesiiels  of  wrath, 

entered  into  a  treaty  with  them,  and  who  fitted  fur  destruction.**  The  principle  of  malevo- 

leld  with  delight  the  noble-minded  Bragadiuo,  Irnce  is  substantially  the  same  in  every  heart 

om  tie  had  cmally  tortured,  flaytd  alive, —  where  it  is  predominant,  however  much  it  may 

(oiuparto,  whose  mad  ambition  sacrificed  so  be  varnished  over  by  hypocrisy,  dissimulation, 

ny  millions  oif  hunun  beings,  and  Lord  By-  and  the  various  forms  of  politeness  which  pre- 

,*  in  whose  breast  "  resentment,  anger,  and  vail  in  the  world  ;  and  it  requires  only  a  certain 

red,*'  raged  with  violence,  and  who  made  his  stimulus  to  excite  it  to  action,  and  full  scope  to 

I  flow  out  **  against  individuals,  his  country,  exert  its  energies,  in  order  to  produce  the  moat 

worki,  the  universe,  creation,  and  the  Crea-  h'irrible  and  extensive  effects.     Several  of  tho 

;*'— let  US  auppoae  such  characters  associatetl  atrocious  characters  to  which  I  have  alluded, 

ether  in  a  world  where  no  pleasing  objects  appeared,  in  the  commencement  of  their  career, 

rt  the  eye,  or  cheer  the  heart  and  imagination;  to  be  piMsessed  of  a  certain  portion  of  benevo- 

I  let  us  likewise  auppose,  that  the  malignant  lence,  and  of  other  amiable  qualities.  Nero,  in  the 

aciples  and  boisterous  passions  which  reigned  begiiwing  of  his  reign,  showed  several  marks  Oi 

heir  minda  during  the  present  state,  still  con-  the  greatest  kindness  and  condescension,  affa- 

se  to  rage  with  uncontrolled  and  perpetual  bility,  complaisance,  and  popularity.     When  he 

The  Author  tmats.  Ihst  none  ef  his  readers  will  ;r"  ^^"T^  *°  ''«"  ^  "*"*«  ^"l  * '"'^  *^  ^'^ 

a  moment  suppose,  that,  In  brlnelmj  forward  factors  that  were  to  be  executed,  he  exclaimed, 

sliove-mentioned  characters  as  e\ani|ile<  of  ma-  «t   IfTould  to  Heaven  I  could  not   totite  P* 

tttr,  he  pre»umes  to  decide  on  tholr  eiornal  des-  r«-i:-...i-  u...^  k:.  — .:«.  ».;tu  ».«...  ....•• 

r.    His  object  merely  Is  to  »)mw,  that  HU.h  ma-  Caligula  began  his  reign  with  every  promising 

mat  principles  and  pssisiona  as  tlieydispl.iyeil  in  appearance  of  becoming  the  real  father  of  his 

jeMral  tenor  of  their  comluct,  f/rrs<4Ntfi!/  people.    Tiberius  at  first  concealed  hia  thoughta 

aiairrl  in,  necessarily  le<l  to  mt»icry.  with  re^anl  '     .'    ..  u   r      •  .    1.1    j-    •      1^ 

and  Lord  Byron,  he  Is  disposed  to  under  the  mask  otan  impenetrable  dissimulation. 


J9  a  hope,  that  their  malevolent  dispositions  He  governed  with  moderation,  and  even  appear^ 

m  In  soma  meaanre  counteracted,  before  they  ^  ,    ._„i  j^  modaaiv      But  aftM-warrla    Lkm 

•adlntetbaataraalworkl.    The  grourols  of  his  «» to  excel  in  raoaesty.    uut  alterwards,  when 

%.«i  tfela  pelB^  ara  stated  in  the  Appendix.  theaa  individuala  became  latoxicalad  with  powofi 
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•ad  hftd  thrown  aiide  aO  eomidantioiM  of  mo-  of  tho  prewi  Hate.    ^  m  Ar  Ummb  wIk  pai 

nlitj  aod  deoorum,  the  latent    principlea  of  from  tine  into  eternity,  evidently   under  db 

malignity  burrt  iortb  in  all  their  violeoce,  till  power  of  revengeful  and  depraved  pniwiow,  «t 

they  became  a  acourge  and  an  execration  jto  have  but  alender  groiaidi  on  which  to  hope  llaC 

mukind.   So  will  it  happen  with  tboae  who  now  they  ahall  ever  afterwards  be  prepared  ibr  ikt 

harbour  malicious  and  vindictive  passions,  under  felicity  of  heaven, 
a  doak  of  dissimulation  and  fashionable  polite- 
Bess,  when  they  enter  Uie  invisible  world  under         From  the  whole  of  what  I  have  stated  in  tfaii 

die  dominion  of  such  afTectioas.    When  the  re-  department  of  my  subject,  it  is  evident,  that  there 

atraints  of  society,  of  common  decorum,  and  of  are  tioo  different  atefa  in  the  future  world ;  or, 

human  laws,  are  completely  removed  ;  when  ihey  in  other  words,  a  fuaven  and  a  hell ;  a   state  «( 

have  lost  all  hopes  of  the  divine  mercy ;  when  happiness,  and  a  state  of  misery.     If  humaa 

they  find  themselves  sorrounded  by  none  but  ma-  beings   are  to  exist  at  all  in  another  regioo  of 

Ugnant  associates,  and  when  they  feel  the  effects  creation,  and  throughout  an  unlimited  diuratioB, 

of  their  infernal  moiice  and  revenge— those  pas-  it  is  necessary  that  there  be  a  Feparatiim  effect- 

■ions,  which  sometimes  lay  dormant  in  this  life,  cd,  on  the  ground  of  their  leading  disposif  ioos 

will  be  roused  into  action,  and  rage  with  ungo*  and  characters.    The  nature  of  thin^,  the  morst 

Tamable  fury  against  every  one  around,  against  oonslitution  of  the  univene,  and  the  happincM 

tibemselves,  "  against  tho  universe,  and  against  of  the  intelligent  creation,  as  well  as  the  decree 

the  Creator."  of  the  Creator,  require,  that  such  an  arrangeneat 

Nor  let  it  be  imagined,  that  God  will  interpose  should  take  place.    For  it  is  altogether  inooo- 

at  the  hour  of  death,  and,  by  an  exertion  of  his  paiible  with  the  laws  of  moral  order,  that  pride, 

power  and  benevolnnce,  destroy  the  principles  of  haired,  malignity,  and  revenge,  should  dwell  ia 

■In,  and  prepare  sucli  characters  for  the  joys  of  the   same  abode  with  humility,    benevolence, 

heaven.    Such  an  interference,  in  every  indivi-  friendship,  and  love  ;  or,  that  beings,  actuated  by 

dual  case,  would  imply  a  continued  miracle,  and  principles  and  affections  diametrically  opposite 

wouM  be  inoonsistent  with  the  establiRhed  order  to  each  other,  couki  engage  with  harmony  in  tbt 

of  the  divine  government ;  as  it  would  supersede  same  employments,  and  relish  the  same  {tleasurei. 

the  use  of  all  those  instructions,  admonitions,  Were  sudi  an  incongruous  association  permitted, 

and  moral  preparations  which  God  liath  appoint-  the  moral  universe  would  soon  become  a  scene 

■d  ibr  rendering  his  people  *^  meet  for  the  inherit-  of  universal  anarchy,  and  happiness  be  bonidied 

■nee  of  the  saints  in  light ;"  and  would  prevent  from  all  worlds.    So  that  the  two  states  of  im- 

the  moral  renovation  of  the  world,  which  is  now  mortality  revealed  in  Scripture,  are  equally  acy 

gradually  effecting  by  the  exertions  of  those  who  oordant  with  the  dictates  of  reason,  and  with  the 

are  "  renewed  in  the  spirit  of  their  minds."    It  declaration  of  our  Saviour,  who  has  soleomlj 

ia  true,  indeed,  that  the  mercy  of  God  is  infinite,  assured  us,  that  *'  the  wicked  shall  depart  into 

and  that  so  long  as  there  is  life,  there  is  hope ; —  everlasting  punishment,  and  the  righteous  into 

■0  that  the  most  abandoned  sinner  has  no  reason  life  eternal." 
to  despair,  while  he  remains  within  the  confinea 


t 

I 


.    APPENDIX. 


Ths  following  fiicts  and  docomentt,  in  rtilMi^  th«  tincerity  of  my  own  efforts  (or  the  attainment 

tioo  to  Lord  Byroo,  lead  us  to  indulge  the  hope,  of  holinoiw,  and  the  approval  of  my  own  love  to 

diat,  prior  1o  his  dissolution,  he  was  actuated  by  the  great  Author  of  religion,  will  render  this 

■eniiments  and  dispositions,  different  firom  those  prayer,  and  every  other  for  the  welfare  uf  man- 

wfaich  are  slated  at  page  1^  kind,  more  efficacious— oheur  me  in  the  path  of 

The  lady  of  Mr.  John  Shepherd  of  Frome,  duty ;  but  let  me  not  forget,  that,  while  we  are 

having  died  some  time  ago,  leaving  arodhgst  permitted  to  animate  ourselves  to  exertion,  by 

bar  papers,  a  prayer  which  her  husband  believ-  every  innocent  motive,  these  are  but  the  losser 

ad  to  have  been  composed  on  behalf  of  the  noble  streams  which  may  serve  to  increase  the  current, 

poet,  Mr.  Shepherd  addressed  it  to  his  Lord-  but  which,  depriv«'d  of  the  grami  fountain  of  good, 

•hip,  which  called  forth  the  reply  which  is  here  (adeep  conviction  uf  inburn  sin.  and  firm  belief 

tobjoined.  in  the  efficacy  of  Christ's  death,  dv  the  salvation 

of  those  who  trust  in  him,  and  really  seek  to 

Pnmef  Somertet^  Nov,  3Isf,  1S2I.  serve  him)  would  soon  dry  up,  and  leave  us  as 

TV  the  Right  HanaurabU  Lord  Byron,  Pita.  barren  of  every  virtue  am  before. — Ha$lingMf 

Mr  LoHD, — ^More  than  two  years  since,  a  Juiy  3\»t,  1814.*' 
lovely  and  beloved  wife  was  taken  from  me,  by  There  is  nothing,  my  Lord,  in  this  extract, 
lingering  diseane,  after  a  very  short  union.    She  which,  in  a  literary  senae,  can  at  all  interest 
possessed  unvarying  gentleness  and   fortitude,  you ;  but  it  may,  ptsrhapri,  appear  to  you  worthy 
and  a  piety  so  retiring,  as  rarely  to  disclose  of  reduction,  how  deop  and  expansive  a  concern 
itself  in  words,  but  so  influential,  as  to  produce  for  the  happinf  ss  of  others,  a  Christian  faith  can 
aniftMin   benevolence  of  conduct.     In  the  last  awaken  in  the  midst  of  youth  and  proi<perity.— 
hour  of  life,  after  a  farewell  look  on  a  lately  bom  Here  is  nothing  poetical  and  splendid,  as  in  the 
ind  only  udant,  for  whom  she  had  evinced  in-  exposiulaiory  homage  of  M.  Delamarline ;  but 
asprenible  aflTection,  hor  last   whispers  were,  here  is  the  tublime,  ray  Lord ;  for  this  interces- 
"  Gud*s  happiness  !  God's  happiness !"    Since  sion  was  ofTcred  on  your  account,  to  the  supreme 
dw  second  anniversary  of  her  decease,  I  have  Source   of  happinens.     It  sprang  from  a  faith 
read  some  papers  which  no  one  had  seen  during  more  confirmed  than  that  of  the  French  [met, 
her  life,  and  which  contained  her  most  secret  and  from  a  charity,  which,  in  combination  with 
thou^^hts.    I  am  induced  to  communicate  to  your  faith,  showed  it»  [)ower  unim(>aired  amidst  the 
L<jrdshi;>  a  pxsitagc  from  these  papers,  which,  languors  and  pains  of  approaching  dissolution, 
there  is  no  doubt,  refers  to  yourself;  as  I  have  I  will  hope,  that  a  prayer,  which,  I  am  sure,  was 
more  tlvin  once  heard  the  writer  mention  your  deeply  sincere,  may  not  be  alw.iys  unavailing. 
agiUry  on  the  nx:ks  at  Hastinvrg  :— >  It  would  add  nothing,  my  Lord,  to  the  fame 
**  O  my  God,  I  take  encouragement  from  the  with  which  your  genius  has  surrounded  you,  for 
assiiranco  of  ihy  word,  to  pray  to  Thee  in  behalf  an  unknown  and  obscure  individual  to  express 
of  one  for  whom  I  have  lately  been  much  in-  his  admiration  of  it.     X  had  rather  be  numbered 
tereitted.     May  the  person  to   whom   I  allude,  with  those  who  wish  and  pray,  that  *'  wisdom 
{and  wiio  is  now,  we  fear,  as  much  distinguished  from  above,"  and  "  peace,"  and  *'  joy,"  may 
Cmt  his  neglect  of  Thee,  as  fjr  the  transcendent  enter  such  a  mind, 
talents  Thou  hast  bestowed  on  him)  be  awaken- 
ed to  a  sense  of  his  own  danger,  and  led  to  seek  THS  answer. 
that  peace  of  mind  in  a  proper  sense  of  religion, 

^vhich  he  has  found  this  world's   enjoyments  '                 Pi»a^  Dw.  Sth,  1881. 

txnable  to  procure.     Do  thou  grant  that  his  fu-  Sir,— I  have  received  your  letter.     I  need 

tur«  example  may  be  productive  of  far  more  ex-  not  say  that  the  extract  which  it  contains  has 

tensive  benefit,  than  hij  past  conduct  and  writings  affected  ine,  because  it  would  imply  a  want  of 

liave  been  of  evil ;  and  may  the  Sun  of  Rights-  all  feeling  to  have   read  it  with  indifference, 

ousoess,  which,  we  trust,  will,  at  some  future  Though  I  am  not  quite  sure  that  )t  was  intended 

fseriod,  arise  upon  him,  be  bright  in  proportion  by  the  writer  for  me,  yet  the  date,  the  place 

to  the  darkness  of  those  clouds  which  suilt  has  where  it  was  written,  with  some  other  circum- 

■mised,  and  soothing  in  proportion  to  tne  keen-  stances,  which  you  mention,  render  the  allusioo 

of  that  agooy  whidi  the  punishment  of  his  probable.    But,  for  whomsoever  it  was  moant,  I 

ihas  inilittsd  on  him !    Oifay  the  hope,  that  bars  rsiid  it  with  all  the  ploasurv  which  can  arii* 
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from  80  melancholy  a  topic    I  ny,  pUamn,    tovriof  aeooont  of  liia  deatf^H^ 


oecama  your  brief  and  ■imple  picture  of  the  lifii    aitracted  from  **  Laat  dajrs  oTLoid  ByroM." 
and  demeanor  of  the  exceUent  person  whom  I        A  very  few  daya  hefere  hit  Lordriup's  deiiy 


irutt  that  you  will  again  meet,  cannot  bo  ooo-  Mr.  Parry  relatee :— *'  It  was  seven  o'clock  ii 

femplated  without  t^  admiration  due  to  her  ifae  eventnf  when  I  saw  him,  and  then  I  took  a 

virtues,  and  her  pure  and  unpretending  piety,  chair  at  his  request,  and  sat  down  by  his  M* 

Her  last  moments  were  particularly  strikii^ ;  side,  and  remained  till  ten  o'dock.  He  sat  up  ii 

and  I  do  not  know,  that  in  the  course  of  reading  his  bed,  and  was  then  calm  and  collected.    H« 

the  story  of  mankind,  and  still  less  in  my  oboer-  talked  with  me  on  a  variety  of  subjects,  coo- 

vations  upon  the  existing  portien,!  ever  met  with  necied  with  himself  and  his  family.     He  spdu 

any  thing  so  unostentatiously  beautiful.    ludis-  of  death  also  with  great  composure,  and  tfaougk 

putably,  the  6rm  bt-licvers  in  the  gospel  have  a  he  did  not  believe  his  end  was  so  very  near, 

great  advantage  over  all  others — for  this  simple  there  was  something  about  him  so  serious  and  id 

reaiion,  that  if  true,  they  will  have  their  reward  firm,  so  resigned  and  composed,  so  different  frosi 

hereafter ;  and  if  there  be  no  bereoAer,  they  can  any  thing  I  h^d  ever  before  seen  in  him,  thai  njr ' 

be  but  with  the  inBdel  in  his  eternal  sleep,  hav-  mind  misgave,  and  at  times  foreboded  his  speedy 

ing  had  the  assistance  of  an  exalted  hope  through  dissolution.     *  Parry,'  he  said,  when  I  first  west 

life,  without  subsequent  disappointment,  since  to  him,   '  I  have  much  wished  to  see  yoo  tin 

(at  the  worst  of  them)  "  out  of  nothing,  nothing  day.    I  have  had  most  strange  feelings,  butorf 

can  arise,"  not  even    sorrow.     But  a  man's  head  is  now  belter.    1  have  no  gloomy  thoughti, 

creed  does  not  depend  upon  Jdmadf;  who  can  and  no  idea  but  I  shall  recover.    I  am  perfectly 

say,  I  will  believe  this,  that,  or  the  other?  and  collected — I  am  sure  I  am  in  my  senses^-bati 

least  of  all  that  which  he  least  can  comprehend?  melancholy  will  creep  over  me  at  times.*    Tht 

1  have,  however,  observed,  that  those  who  have  mention  <^  the  subject  brought  the  melincbolj 

begun  with  extreme  faith,  have  in  the  end  greatly  topics  back,  and  a  few  exclamations  showed 

narrowed  it,  as  Chillingworth,  Clark,  (who  ended  what  occupied  Lord  Byron's  mind  when  he  tns 

as  an  Arian,)  and  some  others;  while  on  the  left  in  silence  and  solitude.     'My  wife!  vof 

other  hauid,  nothing  is  more  common,  than  for  Ada !  my  country !  the  situation  of  thii*  place— 

the  early  skeptic  to  end  in  a  firm  belief,  like  my  removal  impossible,  and  pvriiaps  death— aO 

Maupertius   and    Henry  Kirke  White.     But  combine  to  make  me  sad.    I  am  convinced  of 

my  business  is  to  acknowledge  your  letter,  and  the  happine«s  of  domestic  life.     No  roan  on 

not  to  make  a  dissertation.    I  am  obliged  to  you  earth  respects  a  virtuous  woman  nKM-e  than  Idoi 

for  your  good  wishes,  and  more  obliged  by  the  and  the  prospect  of  retirement  in  England,  vitb 

extract  from  the  papers   of  the  beloved  object  my  wife  and  Ada,  gives  roe  an  idea  of  happi"     ' 

whose  qualities  you  have  so  well  described  in  a  ness  I  have  never  experienced  before.     Retire* 

few  words.    I  can  assure  you,  that  all  the  fame  ment  will  be  every  thing  to  me,  for  heretofore  t** 

which  ever  cheated  humanity  into  higher  notions  me  life  has  been  like  the  ocean  in  a  storm.   YoQ 

of  its  own  importance,  would  never  weigh  on  my  have  no  conception  of  the  unaccountable  thought' 

mind  against  the  pure  and  pious  interest  which  which  come  into  my  mind  when  the  fever  attack* 

a  viriuous  being  may  be  pleased  to  take  in  my  me. — Eternity  and  space  are  before  me,  but  o^ 

welfare.     In  this  point  of  view,  I  woukl  not  ex-  this  subject,  ihank  God,  I  am  happy  and  ateas^' 

change  the  prayer  of  the  deceased  in  my  behalf.  The  thought  of  living  eternally,  of  again  reviv" 

for  the  united  glory  of  Homer,  Ceesar,  and  Na-  ing,  is  a  gre^t  pleasure.     Christianity  is  th^ 

poleon,  could  such  be  accumulated  upon  a  living  purest  and  most  liberal   religion   in   the  worU^' 

bead.  Do  me  the  justice  to  suppose,  that "  video  but  the  numerous  teachers  who  are  continuall;^ 

meliora  proboque,"  however  the  "  deteriora  so-  worrying  mankind  with  their  denunciations  ao*^ 

quor"  may  have  been  applied  to  my  conduct.    I  their  doctrines,  are  the  greatest  enemies  of  r^^ 

have  the  honour  to  be  your  obliged  and  obedient  ligion.  I  have  read  with  more  attention  than  haJ^ 

servant,  Btroit.  of  them  the  Book  of  Christianity,  and  I  admir^ 

the  liberal  and  truly  charitable  principles  whidt^ 

P.  S.  I  do  not  know  tliat  I  am  addressing  a  Christ  has  laid  down.     There  are  question^ 

clergyman ;  but  I  presume  that  you  will  not  be  connected  with  this  subject  which  nraie  but  Al-^ 

affronted  by  the  mistake  (if  it  is  one)  on  the  ad-  mighty  God  can  solve.    Time  and  space  wh^ 

dress  of  this  letter.     One  who  has  su  well  ex-  can  conceive?  None  but  God— on  him  I  rely." 
plained,  and  deeply  felt,  the  doctrines  of  religion,         Who  knows  but  the  prayer  of  the  amiable 

will  excuse  the  error  which  led  me  to  believe  young  lady,  inserted  above,  was  the  mean  o^ 

him  its  minister.  leading  his  ^ordship  to  indulge  such  sentiments  -^ 

and  of  ultimately  securing  his  eternal  happiness   -- 

This  letter,  every  one  will  adnut,  exhibits  "  The  effectual  fervent  prayer  of  a  ri^te 

Lord  Byron  in  a  much  more  amiable  point  of  man  availeth  much."    This  consideration 

Ttow  than  the  traits  of  his  character  sketched  by  not  <mly  excite  us  to  offer  up  intercessions 

Mr,  Dallas,  priorto  the  ysv  1818.    Tbs  fbt*  bdialf  of particolw  individiHUs,  hot  also  lo  i 
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fu?    I  uanirrouadsd  with  priaiUwhDpnach 
TavbosioaiOiidiiurnacrHLs,  inRwuIlj  th&lilHir  nign  u  DMoflhi*  world, 

To  hKT.urwi.  wfeM,topr»y.  tai  </ri  IhtjUj  biiida  upon  •lerjf  Ihiiif  thej 
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tn.     The  Empsror  nided  tha  carnnuka  hf 

IV^  nfud  to  JhuHpsU,  wa  hns  Dolhiag  ilgciring  my  hd  La  bring  him  tbs  Haw  Taala- 

jmiiArtMj  u  in  lb*  ca»  1/  Byron,   ihu  maai.  iwl  Uking  il  from  Ilia  baginning,  Im  read 

{lit  kad  ua  U  ooiKluda  Ihat  hii  mocil  uid,ra-  u  &r  u  ihe  coocliuioa  c^lba  ipaacb  rf  Jaaoain 

loua  ■raiBBti  oar*  chugnd  (br  tha  bMtsr.  the  nDUDUin.     Bit^firtmidiimttfftlrMiluiA. 

bit  lolitude  tX  Si.  Mslau,  bowcTar,  il  ip-  (JW  Ughiil  nburatwn  aJ  lAi  fwi^F,  Iki  lnHiwia. 

mthat  tbandjaeti^ndigiaiioecuiDwllyoo-  Uttniu^  ^IA(niira%ii  nata^Hi,  indwcidl 

pied  ki*  atMBiilB.     Tba  GiUawin|  uHndau,  aiparianced  iha  (una  liialiiig." 
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PREFACE. 


:  tlie  moral  bearing  of  the  Christian  Revelitttoti,  —  to  display  the 

and  the  excellence  of  ita  precepts,  aud  the  physical  and  rational 
Itch  they  rest, — and  to  exhibit  a  lew  prominent  features  in  the 
'the  world, — were  someof  the  principal  objects  which  the  author 
the  composition  of  (lie  following  work.  He  is  not  aware  that  a 
thought  has  been  prosecuted,  to  the  same  extent,  by  any  preceding 

tlierefore  disposed  to  mdulge  tlie  hope  that  it  may  prove  bolh 
d  instructive  to  the  general  reader,  and  to  the  intelliaent  Christian, 
e  improper  lo  remind  the  reader  ihai  the  author's  ohject  simply  is, 

topics  ne  has  selected  as  the  subject  of  thia  volume.  As  he  has 
mental  principlps  from  the  system  of  revelaljon,  he  was  under  no 
lost  ethical  writers  are,  to  enter  into  any  laboured  mttaphyaical 
the  Jbundation  of  nurality,  and  the  motives  from  whicn  moral 
proceed.  —  The  truth  of  revelation  is,  ofcourse,  taken  for  granted ; 
knoiriedge  its  divine  auihoHty,  will  resdily  admit  the  principles 

basis  ofthe  system  here  illu»<trated.  Bui,  although  it  lormed  no 
:  of  the  author's  pl.-iii  lo  illustrate  (he  tadaieti  of  the  Christian 
rusts  that  the  view  which  is  here  given  of  the  benignant  tendency 
(uiaitions,  will  form  a  powerful  presumptive  argument  in  support 

in  reader  may  abo  be  reminded,  that  it  is  only  the  jiMfijiftii  of 
the  author  has  attempted  to  illustrate.  It  Ainned  no  part  oTlus 
ito  Buy  particular  discussion  on  the  doefnn^i  of  revelation,  or  od 
hich  have  so  frequently  been  the  subject  of  controversy  in  (be 
;h.  It  is  not  to  support  the  tenets  of  Calvinism,  Anninianiam, 
Arianism,  or  any  other  um  which  distinguisbes  the  variooi 
of  tlie  religious  world,  that  these  illustrations  are  presented  to 
ut  to  elucidate  an  object  whlcli  it  appears  to  be  the  grand  densn 
<  accomplish,  and  in  the  promotion  of  which  every  section  of  £e 
ch  is  equally  interesled,  and  lo  which  they  would  do  well  to 

-  In  his  illustration  of  this  subject,  the  autMf  haa  kept  his  eye 
wo  revelations  which  the  Almighty  haa  ^vm  to  mankind, — 

-  HjiTnBE,  and  the  sacred  bicobdb  jv$t  at  Iheg  ilmid, —  without 
the  tlieories  of  philosophers,  the  opiniom  of  conmeDlatora,  or 

theotogians.  He  is  disposed  lo  new  the  revelations  of  the 
■  series  of  important/aeU^  from  which  moral  tostnictioas  are  to 
m  as  a  system  of  metaphysical  opinion*  fi>r  tiie  exerdae  of  ths 


nUUTAOB. 

«    On  the  leading  topKt  wfakdi  ha¥e  divided  the  ChriBt^ 
fonned  hie  own  opinion,  and  has  adopled  thoee  which  he  has  judged,  on  the 
whole,  to  be  most  correct ;  but  it  10  or  no  hnportance  tn  the  reader  what  theee 
opinions  are,  or  of  what  system  of  speeuhtive  theology  he  is  inclined,  on  the 
whole,  to  support.    He  sets  very  fitUe  value  upon  purely  speculative  opinions, 
except  in  so  far  as  they  tend  to  promote  the  grand  moral  objects  of  Christiaoity; 
and  while  he  assumes  tlie  unalienable  right  (h  thinking  for  himself  on  the  subject 
of  religion,  he  is  disposed  to  allow  the  8ame4)rivilege  to  others.    He  believes, 
on  the  authority  of  Scripture,  that "  God  is  the  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth  ;"— 
that  **  he  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  and  holy  in  all  his  works ;" — that  "  he  is 
C^ood  to  all,  and  that  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  lus  works ;" — that  "  he  so 
foved  tlte  world,  that  he  gave  his  only  be^tten  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth 
on  him  mi^ht  not  perish,  but  have  everiastmg  life ;" — that "  Christ  died  fur  our 
sins,  that  he  was  buried,  and  that  he  rose* again  from  the  dead  according  to  the 
Scriptures ;" — that  *^  he  is  the  propitiation  tor  our  sins,  and  that  he  ever  lives 
to  make  intercession ;" — together  with  all  the  other  facts  and  doctrines  with 
which  these  are  essentially  connected.    But  he  views  the  recognition  of  sueb 
doctrines  and  facts  not  as  the  end  of  religion,  but  only  as  the  means  by  which 
the  great  moral  objects  of  Christianity  are  to  be  promoted  and  accomplished. 

In  illustrating  the  moral  state  of  the  world,  the  autlior  is  sorry  that  he  wn 
obliged  to  compress  his  details  within  so  narrow  limits.  Few  readers,  however, 
will  appreciate  the  labour  and  research  he  was  under  the  necessity  of  bestowing 
in  order  to  select  and  arrange  the  facts  which  he  -has  detailed.  He  has 
occasionally  had  to  condense  a  lone  history  or  narrative,  and  even  a  whole 
volume,  into  the  compass  of  two  or  mree  pages;  and  to  search  through  more 
than  twenty  vohimes,  in  order  to  find  materials  to  fill  a  couple  of  pages.  With 
the  same  degree  of  research,  ^excepting  the  mechanical  labour  of  tran8criptioD|} 
he  might  have  fOled  several  volumes  witli  similar  illustrations ;  and  lie  is 
convinced  that  a  work  of  this  description,  judiciously  executed,  would  prove 
higlily  instructive,  as  well  as  entertaining,  not  only  to  the  Christian  world,  but 
to  readers  of  every  description. 

Various  topics  connected  with  the  philosophv  of  religion  still  remain  to  be 
illustrated.  These  shall  form  the  subject  or  discussion  in  a  future  volume^ 
should  the  present  work  be  received  witti  general  approbation. 

Perth,  January,  1836. 
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PHILOSOPHY  OF  RELIGION. 


INTRODUCTION. 

eds  of  buman  knowledge  may  be  ra-  into  the  Mtureudrelatioaiofnuiid,  itie 

0  daeeee— the  relatione  dmaUer  and  earyi  in  the  firet  place,  to  studj  the  phenomena  el 
IS  of mmd ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  mo-  the  material  world,  and  the  external  actions  of  all 

he  hUtlUetual  — '■ tgj^  these  two  those  percipient  beinfi  with  which  it  is  peopled  f 

a  of  science,  the  intellectual  universe  for  the  knowledge  of  the  facts  we  acquire  in  rela- 

respects,  the  roost  interesting  and  im-  ti(Hi  to  these  objects  must  form  the  ground-work 

'or,  in  so  fiu-  as  our  knowledge  and  re-  of  all  our  investigations. 

tend,  it  appears  highly  probiUile,  if  not        We  are  surrounded,  on  every  hand,  wilb 

:ertain,  that  the  material  universe  es-  minds  of  various  descriptions,  which  evince  the 

Mr  the  sake  of  sentient  and  intelligent  &cuUies  of  which  they  are  possessed,  by  the  vi^ 

order  to  afford  a  sensible  manifestation  rious  senses  and  active  powers  wiih  which  they 

butes  of  the  great  First  Cause,  and  to  are  furnished.    These  minds  are  of  yarious  gra- 

vehicle  of  thought  and  a  medium  of  dations,  in  point  of  intellectual  capacity  and 

to  subordinate  intoiligences.    So  in-  acumen,  firom  man  downwards  through  all  the 

lated,  however,  are  these  two  objects  animated  tribee  which  traverse  the  regions  o£ 

ivesligation,  that  a  knowledge  of  the  earth,  air,  and  sea.     We  have  the  strongest  re»> 

be  obtained  but  through  the  medium  son  to  believe,  that  the  distant  regions  of  tha 

'.    The  operations  of  mind  cannot  be  nnaterial  work!  are  also  replenished  with  inteU 

without  the  interreotion  of  external  lectual  beings,  of  various  orders,  in  which  there 

r  if  the  material  universe  had  never  may  be  a  gredalun  upwards,  in  the  scale  of 

1  could  never  have  prosecuted  a  train  intellect  above  that  of  a  man,  as  diversified  aa 
*  and  the  beauties  and  sublimities  of  that  which  we  perceive  in  the  descending  scalOf 
ture  can  be  perceived  only  by  thinking  from  man  downwards  to  the  immaterial  prinei* 
hout  the  existence  of  which,  the  ma-  pie  which  animates  a  muscle,  a  snail,  or  a  m»* 
(rse  would  remain  like  a  mighty  blank,  croscopic  animalcula.  When  we  consider  the 
be  said  to  have  been  created  in  vain,  variety  of  original  forms  and  of  intellectual  c»- 
ppears,  that,  previous  to  our  inquiries  pacities  which  abounds  in  our  terrestrial  system, 

and  that  there  is  an  infinite  gap  in  the  scale  of 

de  train  of  Idea*  which  passes  through  being  between  the  human  mind  and  the  Supreme 

•n  any  subject  may  be  considered  as  the  ,  .  ,?.  .  ..  ,        ..  \    ^, 

ixternal  oS^cts  i4riouily  modified  and  Intelligence,  it  appears  quite  conformable  to  the 

These  images  we  receive  through  the  magnificent  harmony  of  the  universe,  and  to  tlie 

'Sr.htr.S.JM'iorld"  iulr  SSi  ^'-^  "^  b««ol«.c.  of  it.  Almigbv  Aulh«. 

I  Of  the  objecu  of  religion,  are  derived  to  suppose,  that  there  are  beings  withm  the 

ime  sonrce.    The  illustrations  of  the  range  cf  his  dominions  as  far  superior  to  man  in 

•ii^'^^'scm<^T^'°S^yT^  "»  co«.pr.h««oo  UHl  «t,nt  of  .u^ul  .od  e«w 

1  scenes  of  creation,  and  tnm  the  re-  poreal  powers,  as  man  is,  in  these  respects,  so* 

mman  society ;  consequently,  had  the  p^rior  to  the  most  despicable  insect:  and  thai 

arid  never  existed,  we  could  have  form-  f.        u  •  —  :-•.    r        c  j    n 

:pUons  of  the  diviAc  perfections  similar  these  beings,  m  pomt  of  number,  may  exceed  all 

ich  we  now  entertain,  nor  have  prosecu-  human  catcuhition  and  comprehension.     Thb 

yt  thought  on  any  other  subject ;  for  the  jj^.  r.  eonnharatttl  hv  mvatrI  intimatinna  mm. 

Iverse  U  the  bests  of  all  the  knowledge  "f*  »■  ^ornooniMi^y  Mverai  miimations  con- 

berto  acquired,  er  can  acqutre,respec  ing  tamed  in  the  recorda  of  revelation,  where  we 

lur  Creator  or  other  intelligences.    Any  have  presented  to  our  view  a  class  of  intolligeooaf 

is  dUposed  to  call  in  questton  this  oosl.  __jJ1-j  _.,|,  ^,,.^^1  «.».,-;^  «««-,«  «r  *.»Lk 

I  prepared  to  point  out,  disttncUy  anispe>  waawe6  witb  physical  eoergiea,  powers  of  rapW 

Me  kleas ortiains  of  thought  wbichare  moUoo, andagraspof  intoUect,  incomparably  8»> 

I  !J!2?<L*^tS?*S?  2m2  S2?S  periortothoeewhkhare  possessed  by  any  of  IW 

1  ftem  lb.  dtfieis  eo  wwen  they  aie  {[^^HikhbdoogtooJrmibtoi^ 
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To  com— iphfe  tiM  wioos  orden  of 
yew  which  peoplo  the  material  UBiverM,  and  beeo  formed 
Che  reiatiooi  which  tubeiet  among  them  ihe  ar»  of  the  ioteUecuial  poweca.  flhiilialiwii  loftllt 
nafemeots  of  the  difierent  workte  to  which  thejr  every  capaciij,  and  which  come  boiM  to  9mj 
leepectiTdj  hekMtg— the  corporeal  vehidee  bj  ooe's  boeom,  oiaj  be  derived  hoth  firoai  leemi 
which  they  hold  a  correapondeoce  with  the  ma-  and  experieoce,  from  the  ammla  of  lualofj,  mi 
terial  ^ftem~-the  relatioo  in  which  they  stand  to  the  records  of  rrvelaiioo.  It  ie  not  involiretf  ia 
other  worlds  and  beings,  from  which  they  are  the  same  difficulties  and  obeearitj  which  hen 
aeparated  by  the  voids  of  space — and  the  excur-  perplexed  the  philoeoph  v  of  the  intellect ;  mi 
aions  they  occasiooally  make  to  different  regions  there  are  certain  principles  which  may  be  trmti 
of  that  vast  empire  of  which  they  form  a  part —  in  relation  to  this  subiect,  which  apply  to  all  dn 
to  trace  the  superior  intellectual  faculties  aiid  the  rational  intelligences  that  God  has  formed,  how- 
sensitive  organs  with  which  ihey  are  endowed—  ever  diversified  in  respect  of  the  regions  of  ibt 
the  profound  investigations  they  have  made  into  imiverse  which  they  occupy,  and  in  the  eximi 
theeoonomy  of  the  universe— the  trains  of  thought  of  their  intellectual  powers.  Above  all,  tUi 
which  they  pursue,  and  the  magnificent  objects  subject  is  more  intimately  connected  with  dn 
on  which  their  faculties  are  employed— the  emo-  present  and  future  bappineas  of  man  than  taj 
tions  with  which  they  view  the  scenes  and  trans-  other  which  comes  within  the  range  of  hoani 
■etions  of  such  a  world  as  ours— the  means  by  investigation ;  and  therefore,  focma  a  promiHli 
which  they  have  been  carried  forward  in  the  and  legitimate  branch  of  what  may  be  terasd 
career  of  moral  and  intellectual  improvement —  **  The  Philosophy  of  Religion.* 
the  history  of  their  transactions  since  the  period  at  That  the  moral  relations  of  intelligent  mindly 
which  they  were  brought  into  existence— -the  pe-  and  the  temper  and  conduct  corresponding  widb 
oaliar  dispensations  d  the  Creator,  and  the  r»-  these  relations,  are  essentially  connected  wilfc 
volutions  that  may  haveiCaken  place  among  them  the  happiness  of  every  rational  agent,  mi^  bo 
—the  progressions  they  have  made  from  one  made  to  appear  fiom  a  varie^  of  owes,  iawhieb 
•tage  of  improvement  to  another — the  views  they  the  reversing  <^  certain  moral  laws  or  prindphi 
have  acquired  of  the  perfections  and  the  plans  <k  would  inevitably  lead  to  disorder  and  miaerf. 
their  Almighty  Sovereign — the  transporting  emo-  I  shall  content  myself  with  stating  the  fbDowim 
tions  of  delight  which  pervade  all  their  faculties  illustration : — We  dweU  in  an  obwure  corner  « 
— 4uid  the  sublime  adorations  they  offer  up  to  the  God*s  empire ;  but  the  light  of  modem  scteaei 
Fountain  of  all  their  felicity — would  constitute  a  has  shown  us,  that  worids,  a  thousand  tiroes  htfgcr 
aoorce  of  the  most  exquisite  gratification  to  every  than  ours,  and  adcnned  with  more  refiilgwit  splsa* 
holy,  intelligent,  and  inquiring  mind.  But,  since  dours,  exist  within  the  range  of  that  system  of 
we  are  at  present  confined  to  a- small  corner  of  which  we  form  a  part.  It  has  also  unfolded  to 
the  universe  of  Gud,  and  surrounded  by  imroea-  our  view  other  systems  dispersed  throughout  the 
aurable  voids  of  space,  which  intervene  between  voids  of  space,  at  immeasurable  distances,  voi 
our  habitation  and  the  ccle^iial  worlds,  through  in  such  vast  profusion,  that  our  minds  are  nnabk 
which  no  human  power  can  enable  us  to  pene-  to  grasp  iheir  number  and  their  magnitude.  Rea^ 
trate,  we  must  remain  isnorant  of  the  nature  son  and  revelation  lead  us  to  conclude,  that  all 
and  economy  of  those  int«-llectual  beings,  till  our  these  worlds  and  systems  are  adorned  with  die- 
souls  take  their  flight  from  these  "  tahernacles  of  plays  ofdivine  wisdom,  and  peopled  with  rayriadi 
clay,"  to  join  iheir  kiiuireii  spirits  in  the  invisible  of  rational  inhabitants.  The  human  mind,  after 
world.  While  ^^e  rerintn  in  our  sublunary  man-  it  has  received  notices  of  such  stupendous  sceoeii 
sion,  our  investi>:a:  ions  into  the  world  of  mind  naturally  longs  for  a  nearer  and  more  intimate ia- 
rouat,  theref  )rc,  of  necessity,  be  confined  to  the  spection  of  the  grandeur  and  ecooomy  of  those 
nature  and  attributes  of  the  Uncreated  Spirit,  and  distant  provinces  of  the  Creator's  empire ;  aod 
to  the  faculties  of  our  own  minds  and  those  of  the  is  apt  to  imagine,  that  it  would  never  weary,  b<tt 
sensitive  beings  with  which  we  are  surrounded,  would  feel  unmingled  enjoyment,  while  it  winged 
These  faculties,  as  they  constitute  the  instru-  its  flight  from  one  magnificent  scene  of  creation 
roents  by  which  all  our  knowledge,  both  human  to  another.  But  although  an  inhabitant  of  oor 
and  divine,  is  acquired,  have  employed  the  at-  world  were  divested  of  the  quality  of  gravitatiofli 
tention  of  philosophers  in  every  age,  and  have  endowed  with  powers  of  rapid  motion  adequate 
been  the  theme  of  many  subtle  and  ingenuous  to  carry  him  along  "  to  the  suburbe  of  creatioo,'' 
speculations ;  and  they,  doubtless,  form  an  in-  and  permitted  by  his  Creator  to  survey  all  ^ 
teresting  subject  of  investigation  to  the  student  wonders  of  the  universe,  if  a  principle  of  km 
of  intellectual  science.  and  kindly  affection  towards  feUow-intcdIigeaeei 

But,  of  all  the  views  we  can  take  of  the  world  did  not  animate  his  mind,  if  rago  and  reveofi) 

of  mind,  the  moral  rdaiiont  of  intelligent  beings,  pride  aiid  ambition,  hatred  and  envy,  wora  inee»> 

ind  the  laws  founded  on  these  relations,  are  topics  sandy  rankling  in  his  bretat,  ho  conU  fooli* 

by  for  the  nraat  interesting  and  important.  This  transporting  emotiooa,  nor  taato  tbo  awcots  if 

■nj  bo  troatod  in  a  more  defiuto  and  true  eojoymaau   The  vait  laifiini^  I^Mj^ 
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,  ^PonU  be  truHferraed  into  a  tbe  lubjact  hu  beta  generaDj  tfMted,  hatt  nl- 
ff ;  ht  beutlM  And  rabliadtiM  could  dom  led  to  inj  beoefiekl  practical  retiilti.  To 
iMiwrj  from  taking  poMetikw  of  hu  attempt  to  treat  the  subject  of  morals  without  a 
,  at  trerj  itaie  of  his  excurtlun,  he  re^ence  to  divine  revelatioiii  as  most  of  our  oo- 
Ui  to  noeC  with  the  indicatluos  of  his  lefarated  moral  writera  hare  done,  seems  to  be 
fiosfB.  For  there  appeara,  from  rea-  little  short  of  egregious  triflfaig.  It  cannoC  senre 
ipeiieace,  as  well  as  irora  the  dictates  the  purpose  of  an  aperMMnl,  to  ascertain  how 
OB,  an  absohito  impossibilitj  of  en-  &r  the  unassisted  faculties  of  man  can  go  in  lo- 
fyiaess  so  long  as  malerolent  affections  quiring  a  knowledge  of  the  fbundatioo  and  the 
t  aacendancy  in  the  heart  of  a  moral  rules  dT  moral  action;  for  the  prominent  prinel* 
•i  in  whatefer  region  of  universal  na-  pies  of  Christian  morality  are  so  interwoven  into 
■idenee  may  be  round.  tlie  opiniooSi  iLteroourses,  and  practices  of  mo- 
ire may  bam,  that  the  highest  attain-  dern  civilizt^  society,  and  sofiuniliar  to  the  nund 
cienoe  to  which  any  one  can  arrive,  of  every  man  who  has  been  educated  in  a  Chria- 
fj  may  expand  the  range  of  his  inteU  tian  huid,  that  it  is  impossible  to  eradicate  the 
wsi  will  not  ensure  to  their  possessor  idea  of  them  from  the  mind,  when  it  attempts  to 
1  and  onmingled  enjoyment,  while  his  trace  ihe  duty  of  roan  solely  on  the  prineipteaof 
voUofbenevolent  affections,  and  while  reason.  When  tlio  true  principles  of  morality 
ided  to  the  influence  of  degrading  and  are  once  communicated  through  the  medium  of 
assinns.  If  it  be  possible  that  any  oiie  reveUiton,  reason  can  demonstrate  their  utility, 
I  in  the  literary  world,  who  has  devoted  and  ihv ir  conftirmity  to  the  character  of  Qod,  to 
he  sublimest  investigations  of  science,  the  order  of  the  universe,  and  to  the  relatione 
ken  the  most  extensive  views  of  the  which  subsut  among  intelligent  agents.  But  wo 
mis  of  the  material  world,  and  yet  are  by  no  means  in  a  situation  to  determine  wlie- 
ins  doubtful  as  to  the  existence  of  a  ther  they  could  ever  have  been  discovered  by  the 
Intelligence,  and  of  an  eternal  state  of  investigations  and  efforts  of  the  unassisted  powers 
i;  who  is  elated  with  pride  at  the  ofthe  human  mind.  The  on^  peraons  who  could 
of  his  scientific  acquirements;  who  fairly  try  such  an  experiment  were  the  (3reek8 
equals  with  a  spirit  of  arrogance ;  who  and  Romans,  and  other  civilized  nations,  in  an- 

I  with  a  haughty  and  sullen  sco%vl  on  cient  times,  to  whom  the  light  of  revelation  was 
or  ranks  of  his  fellow-men ;  who  u  not  imparted.  And  what  was  tlie  result  of  all 
orerbearing,  and  revengeful  in  his  go-  their  researches  on  this  most  important  of  all 
ilment,  and  who  is  altogether  indiffe-  subjects  7    What  were  the  practical  effects  of  all 

the  moral  principles  he  displays, — I  the  fine-spun  theories  and  subtle  speculations 

rj  neither  his  happtne.«s  nor  his  intel-  which  originated  in  die  8ch«)ols  uf  ancient  philo- 

linments.     He  can  enjoy  none  of  those  sophy,  under  the  tuition  of  Plato  and  Socrates, 

emotions  which  flow  from  the  exercise  of  Aristotle  and  Zeno  ?    The  result  is  recorded 

an  benevolence,  nor  any  of  those  con-  in  the  annals  of  history,  and  in  the  writings  of 

which  the  good  man  feels  amidst  the  the  apostles.  '"  They  became  vain  in  their  ima- 

s  of  life ;  and,  beyond  the  short  span  of  ginations,  and  their  fdolish  hearts  were  darkened. 

:istence,  he  can  look  forward  to  no  They  were  filled  with  all  unrijfliteuusness,  fomi- 

>8pla3rs  of  the  grandeur  ofthe  material  cation,  wickedness,  covetousiicss,  maliciuusness^ 

ictual  universe,  but  to  an  Aernal  depri-  envy,  murder,  deceit,  malignity ;  they  wereback- 

liis  powers  of  intelligence  in  the  shades  biter»,  haters  of  Gud,  des|>iteful,  proud,  invent- 

ation.  ors  of  evil  things,  disobedient  to  parents,  without 

,  therefore,  be  a  matter  deeply  interest-  natural  affect  ion,  implacable,  and  unmerciful.** 

ry  intelligent  agent,  to  acquire  correct  Their   general   conduct  was  characterized   by 

f  the  fundamental  principles  of  moral  pride,  lasciviou.«m'sa,  and  revenge ;  they  indulged 

d  to  form  those  habits  which  will  fit  in  the  commission  of  unnatural  crimes ;  they 

e  enjoyment  of  true  felicity,  to  what-  were  actuated  by  restless  anftition,  and  they 

II  <»f  the  universe  he  may  afterwards  be  gloried  in  covering  the  earth  with  devastation 
d. — In  the  illustration  of  this  subject,  and  carnage. 

ursue  a  train  of  thoui^ht  which  I  am  It  is  true,  indeed,  that  some  of  the  sects  of 
;  ha4  been  prosecuted  by  any  previous  philosophers  propotmded  several  maxims  and 
1  the  subject  of  morality,  and  shall  en-  moral  precepts,  the  propriety  of  which  cannot 
•  confirm  and  illustrate  the  views  which  be  questioned ;  but  none  of  them  could  agree 
hibited,  by  an  appeal  to  the  discoveries  respecting  either  the  foundation  of  virtue,  or  the 
ien.  ultimate  object  toward  which  it  should  be  di- 
re an  abundance  of  ponderous  volumes  rected,  or  that  in  %vliich  the  chief  happiness  of 
iject  of  moral  philosophy  ;  but  the  dif-  man  consists ;  and  hence  it  happened,  that  the 
tories  which  have  been  proposed  and  precepts  delivered  by  the  teachere  of  phikieopby 
,  and  the  metaphysical  mode  in  which  had  little  influence  oa  their  own  oooduct,  and 
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fitf  Um  OB  UmU  of  the  antUnkiBf  MulUtiado.  ovorj  ha  tod  ererjr  eifcOBHlaBOi  vhUk 

Where  do  we  find,  in  any  of  the  pbiVMophicel  have  a  bearing  on  the  inpottaat  iiiiiiiw 

■choola  oTGkeece  and  Rome,  a  reooaunendaiion  he  undertakes  to  decide.    Now,  it  in  ajl^ 

<rf'aucfa  precepU  as  theee,  "  Love  your  enemies ;  that  such  a  book  as  the  BiUe  nctoaUj  riiHi 

do  good  to  them  who  hate  you ;  and  pray  for  that,  amidst  the  wreck  of  thousandi  of  voImm 

them  who  deepitefiilly  use  you  and  persecute  which  the  stream  of  time  has  carried  intooUi- 

you?"    In  opposition  to  such  divine  injunctions,  vion,  it  has  survived  far  several  thonsandirf 

we  can  trace,  in  the  maxims  and  conduct  of  the  years — that   its  announcements  have  dirsodrf 

andent  sages,  a  principle  of  pride  insinuating  the  opinious  and  the  conduct  of  myriads  of  aw- 

itself  into  the  train  of  their  roost  virtuous  ac-  kind---ihat  many  of  the  most  iUustrious  chaia^ 

tions.    It  has  been  reckoned  by  some  a  wise  and  ters  that  have  adorned  our  race  have  subaultsd 

a  witty  answei;  which  one  of  the  philosophers  to  its  dictates,  and  governed  their  tempsft  lad 

returned  to  his  friend,  who  had  advised  him  to  their  actions  by  its  moral  precept*— that  ikoie 

revenge  an  injury  he  liad  suffered ;    '*  What,  who  have  been  governed  by  its  '"•■^"*«  but 

(says  he)  if  an  ass  kicks  me,  must  I  needs  kick  been  distinguished  by  uprightness  of  ooodoct, 

him  again?"    Some  may  be  disposed  to  consi-  and  been  most  earnest  and  suocessiul  in  prosMl- 

der  such  a  reply  as  indicating  a  manly  spirit,  ing  the  happiness  of  mankind — that  th»  bsik 

and  true  greatness  of  soul ;  but  it  carries  in  it  a  declares,  that  a  moral  revulsion  baa  taken  j^iei 

proud  and  supercilious  contempt  of  human  na-  in  the  constitution  of  man  since  be  was  pbesi 

ture,  and  a  haughtiness  of  mind,  which  are  alto-  up<Hi  this  globe — and  that  the  whole  train  of  in 

gether  inconsistent  with  the  mild  and  benevolent  moral  precepts  proceeds  on  the  ground  of  kii 

preceptsof  Him,  who,  in  the  midst  of  his  severest  being   considered    as  a  depraved   inteUigSMS. 

sufferings  from  men,  exclaimed, "  Father,  forgive  These  are  &cts  which  even  the  infidel  pluloi^ 

them,  for  ihey  know  not  what  they  do."  pber  must  admit ;  and,  instead  of  throwmg  thia 

It  appears  somewhat  preposterous  to  waste  into  the  shade,  or  keeping  them  entirely  oat  of 

otir  time,  and  the  energies  of  our  minds,  in  la-  view,  he  is  bound,  as  an  unbiasaed  inquirer,  is 

boured  metaphysical  dittquisitions,  to  ascertain  take  them  all  into  account  in  his  researches  into 

the  foundations  of  virtue,  and  the  motives  from  the  moral  economy  of  the  human  race.    lapv* 

which  it  is  to  be  pursued  ;  whether  it  consists  ticular,  he  is  bound  to  inquire  into  the  prohabfliiy 

in  uUlity,  in  the  ^na»  of  things,  or  in  the  regu-  of  the  alleged  fact  of  the  depravity  of  man,  nii 

iations  of  states  and  political  associations,  and  to  consider,  whether  the  general  train  <^  hamn 

whether  it  is  to  be  prosecuted  from  a  principle  actions,  the  leading  facts  of  history  in  refasKe 

of  self-love  or  of  benevolence,  when  every  useful  to  all  ages  and  nations,  and  the  destructive  edsdi 

question  that  can  be  started  on  this  subject  may  of  several  operations  in  the  system  of  wSan, 

be  immediately  solved  by  a  direct  application  to  have  not  a  tendency  to  corroborate  this  iaqMftnt 

the  revelations  of  heaven,  and  an  infallible  rule  point.     For  the  fact,  that  man  is  a  (alien  intsfli' 

derived  for  the  direction  of  our  conduct  in  all  gcnce,  must  materially  modify  every  lystea  cC 

the  circumstances  and   relations  in  which  we  ethics  that  takes  it  into  account.    Shioidd  tbis 

maybe  placed.     Even  although  the  moral  philo-  fact  be  entirely  overlooked,  and  yet  uitimatdy  be 

sopher  were  to  reject  the  Bible,  as  a  revelation  found  to  rest  on  a  solid  foundation,  then,  all  tke 

from  Chdj  it  would  form  no  reason  why  its  an-  speculations  and  theories  of  those  moralists  «ko 

Bonciations  should  be  allogetlier  overlooked  or  profess  to  be  guided  solely  by  the  dictates  of 

rejected.    As  an  impactial  investigator  of  the  tmassisted  reason,  may  prove  to  be  nothing  moie 

history  of  man,  of  the  moral  constitution  of  the  than  the  reveries  of  a  vain  imagination,  and  to 

human  mind,  and  of  the  circumstances  of  our  be  built  on  "  the  baseleaa  finbric  of  a  viaoi.* 
present  condition,  he  is  bound  to  take  into  view 
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CHAPTER  L 

OH  TBI  MORAL  WMLkTIOBB  OF  DrnLUOBIT  BEDiaB  TO  TOBL  CKSATOft. 


SaCTIQN  I.  of  onleriqt^Qdod  to  be  conveyed  b the  above 

stated  d0Ditioiw. 
raiMAXW  Oft  Bfoer  oxirKmAL  idxa        Suppose  the  principle  which  nnilee  the  plue- 

OF  MOMAUTW,  tuj  globes  in  one  harroonioiu  eirtteiB,  to  be 

diHolvedi  end  the  planets  to  run  lawless^  thnnn^ 

eovcsiTKi  that  the  first  or  most  mneral  the  skj^-nrappoae  the  planet  Ju|Mter  to  fcrsike 

of  OM^y  is,  OuttK^— or,  that  hanno-  his  orbit, and  in  hisoowse  to  thedistant  regioiM 

I  dis|MSittoo  and  arrangement  of  intelligent  of  space,  to  impinge  against  the  planet  Satanic 

!•,  Which  bfinoded  on  the  nature  of  things,  and  to  convulse  the  solid  crust  of  that  globe  from 

which  teadsto  produce  the  greatest  sum  of  its  surface  to  its  centre,  to  disarrange  the  order 

iwses  of  its  satellites,  to  flatter  its  rings  mto  pieces, 

kyaent  Qrdsr,  or  the  order  of  the  material  and  to  carry  the  fiagmeiits  of  them  along  with 

sne,  is  that  by  which  every  part  is  made  to  him  in  his  lawless  career, — suppose  the  sun  to 

looise  to  the  other  part,  and  all  individually  attract  his  nearest  planeu  to  his  suHace  with  a 

e  whole  collectively.    Thus,  the  adaptation  force  that  would  shake  them  to  their  centne, 

l^t  to  the  eye,  and  of  the  eye  to  light ;  the  and  dissolve  their  present  constitution^— eui^Kise 

UlioB  of  tbe  structure  of  the  ear  and  of  the  moon  to  fly  from  her  orbit,  and  rush  towards 

onfs  to  the  constitution  of  the  atmosphere,  the  planet  V^dus, — the  earth  to  be  divested  of 

its  varioos  undulations ;  the  adaptation  of  its  atmosphere,  the  foundations  of  its  mountains 

nraters,  the  vegetable  productions  of  the  to  be  overturned,  and  to  be  hurled  mto  the  plains, 

the  minerals  bn  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  the  and  into  the  ocean ;  its  seas  and  rivers  to  ibr- 

irs  produced  by  tlie  solar  rays,  and  all  the  sake  their  ancient  channels,  and  to  overflow  the 

'  psjis  and  ageodes  of  external  nature,  to  land,  and  its  human  inhabitants  swepi  promis- 

maUM  and  the  h^>piiiess  of  sentient  beings ;  cuously  along  with  the  inferior  animals  imo 

dapiatioaof  day  and  night  to  the  labour  and  dens  and  caves,  and  crevices  of  the  earth,  and 

ippointed  ibr  man ;  and  the  regularity  of  the  into  the  bottom  of  iho  ocean . — in  such  a  scene, 

m»  of  the  planetary  bodies  in  their  circuitB  we  should  have  presented  to  our  view  a  specimen 

I  the  sun— constitute  the  fhytkal  order,  or  of  physical  confusion  and  disorder ;  and  it  wonki 

loay  of  the  visible  world;   and  it  is  this  form  an  impressive  emblem  ofthestato  of  rational 

h  constitutes  its  principal  beauty,  and  which  beings,  whose  moral  order  is  completely  sub- 

»s  the  wikbm  oif  its  Almighty  Author.  verted. 

era/  Order  is  the  harmony  of  intelligent        Again,  suppose  the  rational  inhabitants  of  oar 

{■in.  respect  to  one  another,  and  to  their  globe  to  be  universally  set  against  each  other,  in 

Cor,  and  is  founded  upon  those  relations  in  order  to  accompluh  their  misery  and  destroction 

li  they  respectively  stand  to  each  other.—  —suppose  the  child  rising  in  opposition  to  his 

I,  reverence,  adoration,  and  gratitude,  from  parents,  the  wife  plotting  the  destruction  of  her 

ures,  correspond  or  harmonize  with  the  idea  husband,  the  brother  insnaring  his  sister,  and 

aeUWzistent,  omnipotent,  and  benevolent  decoying  her  to  ruin, — ^teachers  of  all  deecrip- 

g,  on  whom  they  depend,  and  from  whom  tions  inculcating  the  arts  of  decq>tioa,  of  revenge, 

derive  every  enjoyment,—- and  love,  and  and  of  destruction,  and  representing  every  prm* 

will,  and  a  desire  to  promote  each  other^i  ciple  and  fact  as  contrary  to  ii^at  it  really  i»» 

ineas,  harmonize  with  the  idea  of  intolli-  falsehoods  of  every  description  induitiloMljr 

»■  of  the  same  speciee  minting  together  in  forged  andeirculated  as  fitcts  throogh  every  rank 

1  intercourses.    For,  it  wiU  at  once  be  ad-  of  society — rulers  setting  themselvee  in  opposi* 

»d,  that  affections  directly  opposite  to  these,  tion  to  the  populace,  and  plotting  their  destruo- 

uhrenally  prevalent,  woukl  tend  to  destroy  tion,  while  they  are  at  the  same  time  actoated 

aeral  hannoBy  of  the  intelligent  oniverse,  by  a  principle  of  pride,  of  enty,  and  malte 

to  introduce  anarchy  and  confnsion,  and  agpinet  each  othei^-the  populaoe  lettiiig  them 

t^oeMlyeiiavyf  among  all  the  rational  inbac  selvee  in  oppoeition  to  their  miere,  extermhiifhn 

is  of  the  material  workL  them  fimn  the  earth,  sobveiting  every  prhmlpto 

be  Ukummg  brief  iUiastratioo,  by  way  ef  ef  law  aad  ordsr»  gratiQrfaiff i  without 


nil,  murt  periiipe,  have  a  tendeMj  Bove    ovwy  prfaiable  ef  reveage,  avarice,  tanhriaM* 
biMr  to £ffnn  «ho  mi^  wkh  the  Uea    mm  md  nMuat  liWgmi,  Mi  ■jejpln  • 
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diabolicml    satisfactino    in   oootemf^ting    the  to  nail  in  question  the  stateneali  bow  gifai  ii 

■cenes  of  misery  th«y  have  created  : — in  shtM-t,  reference  lu  the  primary  idea  of  mofsuty,  hii 

every  one  beholding  in  his  neighbour  the  male*  diflertsnct;  of  opinion  on  this  point  will  doc  ■•!» 

volence  of  a  fienJ   armed  with  instrurorats  of  rially  atftfci  (he  leading  train  of  oeiittaMiit  pn» 

destruction,  and  devising  schemes  to  secure  his  euied  in  the  further  clucidatioo  of  tfaisaol^scL 
misery  aiKi  ruin.     Siip|K)se  the  lower  auimals, 

imi>elled  by  revenge,  to  rise  up  in  indignation  

against  man,  and  to  swell  the  horrors  of  this  ge- 
neral anarchy — s(i[)pose  the  superior  orders  of  SECTION  II. 
intelligences  to  mingle  in  this  scene  of  confusion, 

to  exert  their   hi^h  physical    and  intellectual  ok  the  tukda.mi.vtal  p&ivcipiju  or  w^ 

powers  in  adding  fuel  to  these  malevolent  prin-  bality. 
ciples  and  ppera lions,  and  in  attempting  to  drag 

other  intelligences  of  a  8till  higher  order  from  The  leading  idea  of  morality  or  holisesSiU 

their  seats  of  bliss — suppose  all  these  inlelli-  now  stated,  resolves  itself  into  the  two  Ibllowiij 

gences  actuated  by  an  implacable  hatred  of  their  principles— Awe  to  God  the  CrtaUft,  imd  laet  U 

Creator,  combined  to  deface  the  beauties  of  the  fellow  inteUigencee.     These  are  the  two  grtsd 

material  creation,  and  then  to  engage  in  a  war  springs  on  which  the  whole  moral  niafhiiw  of 

of  universal  extermination  throughout  the  whole  the   universe  depends.    All  the  diversiM  a> 

intelligent  system  in  every  region  of  the  universe :  lions  by  which  happiness  is  diffusod  among  is* 

tuch  a  state  of  things,  if  it  could  exist  in  the  telligent  agents,  are  only  so  many  ramificatioot 

universe,  would  form  a  perfect  contrast  to  moral  of  these  two  simple  and  aublime   prindpleii 

order;  it  would  present  a  scene  in  which  exist-  which  connect  all  holy  beings  througboat  the 

once  could  not  be  desirable  to  any  intelligent  wide  empire  of  God,  in  one  hannoaioos  nuoii. 

mind,  and  in  which  happiness  could  not  possibly  This  we  are  not  left  to  infer  merely  from  the  ot* 

bo  enjoyed  by  any  rational  being,  but  by  Him  ture  of  things,  but  have  the  authority  of  the 

who  is    eternally  happy  independently  of  his  supreme  Legislator,  as  our  warrant  for  placuf 

creatures.    Moralorder,  then,  is  completely  op-  these  principles  aa  the  foundatioa  of  ill  aonl 

poaed  to  such  a  state  of  things  aa  has  now  been  i^irtue  among  every  claaa  of  moral  agents.  For 

represented ;  it  consists  in  every  being  holding  thus  saith  our  Saviour,  "  Thoit  iBALT  LOft 

ita  proper  station  in  the  tmiverse,  acting  accord-  the  Lono  tht  Goo  with  all  tht  bbaet, 

ing  to  the  nature  of  that  station,  and  using  ita  and  with  all  tht  mivd,  Ano  with  au 

powers  and  faculties  for  the  purposes  for  which  tht  stesroth.     Thi9  it  the  Jtrwt  mid  gnat 

they  were  originally  intended;  and  the  grand  eommandment.     The  eeoond  u  Kke  wttf  U: 

object  intended  to  be  accomplished  by  this  order.  Thou  bhalt  love  tht  HEioRBoum  as  tht- 

k,  the  happiness  of  tho  whole, — without  which  fSLr.     On  them  two  pHndpUe  hang  oB  fibs  tai 

misery  would  reign  uncontrolled  throughout  all  and  the  prophet$y 

the  ranks  of  intelligent  existence.  These  principles,  now  that  thej  are  ooanh 

This  state  of  the  moral  world  is  most  fre-  nicated,  and  sanctioned  by  divine  aotbority,  ip- 

qnently  designated  in  scripture  by  the  term  hoth'  pear  quite  accordant  to  the  diciEtaa  of  ealightfa- 

Mass.    Of  the  ideas  included  under  this  term,  ed  reason,  and  calculated  to  pwwof  the  hapfi* 

and  aeveral  of  its  kindred  epithets,  very  vague  ness  oT  the  intelligent  craatiott ;   yot  we  Esnr 

and  imperfect  conceptioni  are  frequently  enter-  find  that  the  moral  systems  of  pagan  pliikMO|dMn» 

Utned.    Ita  leading  or  generic  idea,  from  what  in  any  country,  were  buih  on  tkia  ibondation,  or 

lias  been  now  stated,  will  evidently  appear  to  be,  that  they  asaumed  them  aa  indiapenaable  azioai 

•  coi\farmity  to  order ^  founded  on  the  relations  of  to  guide  them  in  their  apeciilatioBa  oa  the  nb* 

intelligent  beinga  to  each  other;  or,  in  other  ject  of  ethics. 

worda,  it  consists  in  a  complete  conformity  to  Ixk  eKicidating  this  topic,  I  ahall  — dsavorte 

the  law  of  God,  (which  is  founded  on  those  re-  abow  the  reasonablenesa  and  the  otilitj  of  tlMSi 

lalions)  including  both  the  odian  and  the  pria^  principlea  of  moral  action,  from  a.  eonaiderttiOB 

oqrfe  from  which  it  flows.    In  reference  to  ere-  of  the  nature  of  GK)d,  and  the  rehtieoa  in  whidi 

ated  beings,  holiness  may,  therefore,  be  defined  intelligem  beings  stand  to  him  aa  tfaa  aooreeof 

to  be  a  ean/hrmitjf  to  the  marti  order  qf  the  uni-  their  exislenoe  and  felicity    tnm  tbe  aalnre  of 

twas,— and,  in  relation  to  the  Creator,  it  is  f^  subordinate  intelligeacea,  and  the  rriatioii  ii 

porfftetUm  of  hie  witiffOy  whieh  Umde  him  fo  pro-  which  they  atand  to  one  innthor     ftimi  dM  ■!" 

mote  the  moralorderand  happimiemof  inUUigeni  worj  which  must  inevitably  fellow,  wbara  ^ 

bimg$ftmdtoeounieroiel0my  thing  fMehttanda  principlea  are  violated  or  revitiadi  fiem  th» 

in  appMafion  fo  thie  ebjti,  happineas  that  wooM  neee—irily  flow  from  their 

That  the  leading  ideas  and  definitiona  now  fiill  operation— and,  lastly,  IbaC  tiMv  apply  loAi 

■tatod  are  correct,  will,  perhaps,  more  diatindly  circumstancea  of  ak  oroatod  iatelLMOia  whir> 

appear  in  tbacoorae  of  tbe  following  diacuiiioQi  ever  e«iating,  throo|howt  the  biiiMifci  mkn 

■adBwIntkMihttAoiiUaByooabaaipQiad  — I  liafa  and  4ia  |limt  Mm  jwiMfphi^  la 
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mktioii  of  moral  action,  because  intellectual  powers,  when  these  powers  are  oni- 

as  arranged  them  under  two  die-  formly  exerted  in  the  counteraction  of  vice  and 

n  the  pana{{e  just  now  quoted  ;  misery,  and  in  the 'promotion  of  happiness.    On 

eakingi  there  is  hut  eiM  principle,  this  ground,  the  Ommpoteno$  of  Giod  is  caleohb- 

.  which  divides  itself,  as  it  were,  ted  to  affect  the  mind  with  that  particular  modi- 

t  streams,  one  directing  its  course  fication  of  love,  which  is  designated  bj  the  term 

upreme  Source  of  all  felicity,  and  Reverence.     Were  it  possible  that  any  human 

utlsall  the  subordinate  intelligences  being  could  construct  a  machine,  by  means  of 

sd.  which,  in  combtnatioo  with  bis  own  physical 

■Vtncmfo— LoTE  TO  God.  powers,  he  could  transport  himself  and  his  trea- 
sures from  one  region  of  the  globe  to  another, 

idered  in  reference  to  die  Supreme  at  the  rate  of  SOO  miles  in  an  hour,  and  were  he, 

w  viewed  as  dividmg  itself  into  a  at  the  same  time,  to  devote  his  treasures,  and  bis 

iams  or  kindred  emoiioos,  all  flow-  moral  and  intellectyal  energies  to  tfao  improve- 

source.    The  must  prominent  of  ment  and  raelioration  -of  the  various  tribes  of 

s  are  the  following — AdwuraAon,  mankind  in  e^itfy  clime  thronah  which  be  pass- 

s  in  a  delightful  emotion,  arising  ed,  such  an  objcK^  could  not  iul  of  eseiting  in 

aplation  of  the  wonderful  works  df  our  minds  a  sentiment  of  admiration  and  reve- 

le  wisdom  and  goodness  which  they  rence.    Were  one  of  the  highest  orden  of  cro- 

renoe,  which  is  nearly  allied  to  a(^  ated  intelligences  to  descend  from  his  celestial 

solemn  emotion,  mingled  with  awe  mansion,  and  to  display  himself  to  our  view  in 

xcited  in  the  miod,  when  it  content-  all  the  bright  radiance  of  his  native  heava»— 

fectioos,  and  the  grand  operations  were  he  to  take  his  station  over  the  regiooa  of 

1  Mind— Orafttiide,  which  consists  Thibet  or  Hindostan,  and,  after  having  ezcitad 

9  the  Supreme  Being,  on  account  the  attention  of  a  wondering  pc^lace,  were  he  to 

I  benefits  he  has  conferred  upon  us  detach  the  huge  nusses  of  tlie  Himalajra  moon- 

rhich  consists  in  a  just  sense  of  our  tains  from  their  foundations,  and  toss  Uiem  into 

and  condition,  especially  when  we  tho  depths  of  the  Indian  Ocean,  and,  in  the 

lives  with  the  purity  and  perfection  course  of  a  few  hours,  transform  the  barron 

)  character.     To  these  emotions  wastes  of  that  dreary  region  into  a  scene  «f 

I  Complaoeney  and  delight  in  the  beauty  and   luznrtaat  vegetation,    and   oaow 

1  operations  of  God — ^doratun  splendid  cities  to  arise,  where  formerly  nothing 

ides,  and  an  unlimited  Dtg^endtnee  was  presented  to  the  view  bat  a  bleak  and  firighl- 

-eference  to  our  present  concerns,  ful  wilderness    at  such  a  display  of  physical 

uture  destination.     I  have  stated  power,  combined  with  benev^ent  design,  wo 

;  modifications  of  the  first  princi-  couU  not  withhokl  a  feeling  of  awe,  and  a  senti- 

ty,  because,  in  the  following  illus-  ment  of  reverence,  almost  approaching  to  reli- 

may  all  occasionally  be  taken  into  gious  adoration. 

I  an  allusion  is  made  to  the  affec-  If,  then,  the  contemplation  of  physical  and 

:he  character  and  operations  of  tho  mental  energies,  with  which  even  created  beings 

have  a  tendency  to  excite.  may  possibly  be  invested,  would  excite  our  ad- 

t  noble  affection  which  is  excited  by  miration  aiul  reverence,  what  powerfiil  emotions 

ts  ;  and  therefore,  in  order  to  its  of  this  description  must  the  energies  of  the  Ui>> 

il,    permanent,   and  delightful,   it  created  Mind  be  calculated  to  produce,  when 

ided  on  the  perception  of  certain  they  are  contemplated  by  the  eye  of  enlightened 

ies  or  attributes  connected  with  its  reason,  and  in  the  light  of  divine  revelation! 

der  to  demonstrate  the  reasonable-  Wheu  this  huge  globe  on  which  we  dwell  existed 

ffection  in  reference  to  God,  it  is  in'the  state  of  a  shapeless  and  unformed  mass; 

to  consider  his  character  and  per-  when  land,  and  water,  and  air,  were  blended  in 

tbe  relation  in  which  he  stands  to  wikJ  confusion,  and  chaos  anddailmess  extended 

athor  of  our  existence  and  enjoy-  their  dominion  over  all  its  gloomy  regions,  at 

as  a  comprehensive  view  of  this  His  command   *'  light  sprung  out  of  darkneas, 

require  volumes  for  its  illustration,  and  order  out  of  confusion ;"   the  moimtaim 

B  myself  to  the  illustration  of  only  reared  their  projecting  summits,  the  valleya  wero 

ineamenis  of  tbe  divine  character,  depressed,  the  caverns  of  the  ocean  wero  hol- 

bwed  out,  and  the  waters  retired  to  the  placet 

v^ich  He  had  appointed  for  them.    The  fields 

SECTION  III.  were  clothed  with  luxuriant  verdure ;  Eden  ap- 
peared in  all  its  beauty ;  the  inferior  tribes  of 

X  CM NiPOTEHC.  OF  ODD.  animated  existence  took  possession  of  the  ab, 

iy  venerate  and  admire  a  character  tD»  waters,  and  the  earth,  and  man  was  formed 

ileal  energy  is  combined  with  high  la  Iht  ioiafe  of  hit  Makati  toooo^ileto  thia 

2« 
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wondroiNi  aceno.    At  this  period,  too,  the  earth  and  intellectual  eiten^ies,  which  wen 

receired  such  a  powerful  impulse  froni  the  hand  solely  for  the  purpoee  of  destructioii,  ooold  m- 

oTits  Creator,  as  has  carried  it  aloni;  through  the  spire  no  feelings  but  those  of  dread  and  alarm ; 

voids  of  space,  with  all  its  funiiture  and  inha-  aad  were  it  possible  to  conceive  ao  ommiptieti 

bitants,  in  the  most  rapid  career,  for  six  thousand  being  divested  of  the  attribute  of  beaevoleoee, 

years ;  having  already  moved  through  a  space  or  possessed  of  a  capricious  character,  be  woidd 

of  3.480,000,000,000  miles,  and  will  still  conti-  form  the  most  terrible  object  which  the  hunaa 

nue  its  unremitting  course  for  thousands  of  years  mind  could  conten«plate.     But  the  attribute  of 

to  come,  till  the  '*  mystery  of  Providence  be  infinite  power,  when  conjoined  with  in6nile  wis* 

finished."  dom  and  goodness,  conveys  an  idea  the  nest  gkh 

Would  we  be  struck  with  admiraticm  and  as-  rious  and  transporting.  Every  display  of  diviae 
tonishment,  at  beholding  a  superior  created  in-  power  to  which  I  have  now  alluded,  has  the 
teDigence  tossing  a  mountain  into  the  sea?  communication  of  happiness  for  its  object.  The 
What  strong  emotions  of  reverence  and  awe,  motionof  the  earth  around  its  axis  every  twenty- 
then,  ought  to  pervade  our  mmds,  when  we  be-  four  hours,  is  intended  to  distribute  Ugfat  aadL 
hold  the  Almighty  every  moment  producing  darkness,  in  regular  proportions,  to  all  the  inkft> 
effects  infinitely  more  poweHul  and  astonishing !  bitants  of  the  earth,  and  to  corre8p<»d  to  lbs 
What  would  be  our  astonishment,  were,  we  to  labour  and  rest  q>pointed  for  laan.  It  produess 
behold,  fixMn  a  distance,  a  globe  as  large  as  the  a  variety  which  is  highly  gratifying  to  tibe  i** 
•arth  tossed  frook  the  hand  of  Omnipotence,  and  tiooal  mind ;  for,  while  our  fellow-men  on  tba 
Ijrin^  at  the  rate  of  a  thousand  miles  every  opposite  side  of  the  globe  are  eojoybg  lbs 
minute !  Yet  this  is  nothing  more  than  what  is  splendours  of  the  noonday  sim,  the  shades  of 
•very  day  produced  by  the  unceasing  energies  night,  which  at  that  time  envelope  our  heoi 
of  that  Power  whidi  first  called  us  into  exist-  sphere,  are  the  means  oTUisclosing  to  our  view 
ence.  That  impulse  which  was  first  given  to  the  magnificent  glories  of  the  starry  fivne. 
the  earth  at  ite  creation  is  still  continued,  by  Were  this  motion  to  cease,  tbia  world  and  all 
which  it  is  carried  round  every  day  from  west  to  its  inhabitants  wouM  be  thrown  into  a  state  of 
out,  along  with  its  vast  population,  and  at  the  confijsion  and  misery.  Whilo  the  inhabitaali 
aame  time  impelled  forwaird  through  the  regions  of  one  hemisphere  enjoyed  the  qtlendoon  of 
of  apace  at  the  rate  of  sixty-eight  thousand  miles  perpetual  day,  the  glories  of  the  ooctnmal  be** 
in  an  hour.  Nor  is  this  among  the  most  wonder-  vens  would  be  for  ever  veiled  (Vom  their  view, 
fill  effects  of  divine  power:  it  is  only  one  compa-  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  hemispbers 
ratively  small  specimen  of  that  omnipotent^nergy  would  be  enveloped  in  the  sbadea  of  eteniil 
which  resides  in  the  Eternal  Mind.  When  we  night.  While  the  one  class  was  suffering  undsf 
lift  our  eyes  towards  the  sky,  we  behold  bodies  a  the  scorching  effects  of  excessive  heat,  the  otber 
thousand  times  larger  than  this  world  of  ours,  ^vould  be  frozen  to  death  amidst  the  rigours  of 
impelled  with  similar  velocities  through  the  insufferable  cold — vegetable  nature,  in  both  casei) 
mighty  expanse  of  the  universe.  Wc  behold  the  would  languish,  and  the  animal  tribea  wookl  bt 
planetary  globes  wheeling   their  rapid  courses  gradually  extinguished. 

around  the  sun,  with  unremitting  velocity — the         The  same  benevolent  intention  may  be  per- 

comets  returning  from  their  long  excursions  in  ceived  in  that  exertion  of  power  l^  whidi  lbs 

the  distant  regions  of  space,  andflyiiig  towards  earth  is  carried  forward  in  its  animal  eoorss 

the  centre  of  our  system  with  a  velocity  of  hun-  around  the  sun.     From  this  motion  we  derive  tB 

dredsof  thousands  of  miles  an  hour — the  sun  him-  the  pleasures  we  enjoy  from  the  vicissituds  of 

self  impelled  toward  some  distant  region  of  space,  the  seasons ;  without  which  the  variety  of  nature 

and  carrying  along  with  him  all  his  attendant  that  appears  in  the  beauties  of  spring,  the  huori- 

planet»--and,  in  a  word,  we  have  the  strongest  ance  of  summer,  the  fruits  of  autumo,  and  dx 

reason  to  conclude,  that  all  the  vast  systems  of  repose  of  winter,  would  be  completely  destroyed, 

the  univerae,,  which  are   more  numerous  than  And,  it  is  worthy  of  notice,  that  all  thn  variety 

language  can  express,  are  in  rapid  and  incessant  is  enjoyed  every  moment  by  some  one  tnbe  or 

motion  around  the  throne  of  the  Eternal,  carry-  other  of  the  human  family ;  for  while  it  is  sum' 

ing forward  the  grand  designs  of  infinite  wisdom  mer  in  oik)  region,  it  is  winter  in  another;  tf^ 

which  they  are  destined  to  accomplish.'*'  while  one  class  of  our  fellow-men  is  contempbt^ 

It  must,  however,  be  admitted,  that  the  mani-  ing  the  opening  beauties  of  spring,  another  >* 
festatioo  of  power,  or  great  physical  energy,  gathering  in  the  fruits  of  harvest.  The  sitf* 
abstractly  considered,  is  not  of  itself  calculated  benevolent  designs,  we  have  every  reason  to  be- 
to  produce  that  emotion  of  reverence  which  lieve,  are  displayed  in  those  more  nnfnifiosnteB* 
flows  from  love,  unless  the  being  in  whom  it  ertions  of  divine  power  which  appear  among  v 
resides  ex<)rts  it  for  the  purposes  of  benevolence,  the  rolling  worlds  on  high  ;  for,  in  to  &r  ai  ^ 
A  superior  being,  endowed  with  great  physical  observations  extend,  all  the  arrangements  of  (k*  « 

.««.»<«o<«pi*«»i».m™t«uo.oftw.  f"<^"7  i^  TV!fr^Z!:7^ 
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,  therefore,  we  contemplate  the  opera-  ha^e  supposed,  the  connexion  between  the  a^nt 
divine  power,  either  in  the  earth  or  in  and  the  etiecis  produced,  would  forcibly  strike 
ens  I  we  perceive  every  thing  which  is  Uie  senses  and  (he  imagination.     Buthewhosita 
i  to  inspire  us  with  love,  admiration,  on  ihe  throne  of  (he  universe,  and  conducts  all 
reiice.     When  we  lie  down  on  our  piU  its  movements,  is  a  being  *'  who  dwells  in  light 
he  evening,  how  pleasing  it  is  to  reflect,  unapproachable,  whom  no  man  hath  seen,  or  eon 
;»ower  of  our  Almighty  Father  will  be  see."     He  can  be  contemplated  only  through  the 
■  carrying  us  round  in  safety  several  sensi^mantfestatiuashegivesofhisperfectioafl; 
9  of  miles,  during  our  repose  in  sleep,  and,  were  the  train  of  our  thoughts  properly  di- 
hat  our  eyes  may  be  again  cheered  with  rected,  we  would  perceive  him  operating  in  every 
Ing  light  ?    When,  amid  the  gloom  and  object  and  in  every  movement.     We  would  hear 
winter,  we  look  forward  to  the  reviving  his  voice  in  the  wind  and  the  thunder,  in  the 
'  spring,  we  know  that  we  must  be  car-  eartliqiiake,  the   storm,  and  the  tempest ;  we 
ird  more  than  a  hundred  millions  of  would  see  him  in  the  beauties  and  sublimities  of 
(ore  we  can  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  that  sublunary  mature,  in  the  splendours  of  the  sua, 
season ;  and  when  spring  arrives,  we  and  the  glories  of  the  nocturnal  sky ;  and,  ia 
carried  through  the  voids  of  space  a  whatever  situation  we  might  be  placed,  we  would 
■inioBs  of  miles  farther,  before  we  can  feel  ourselves  surrounded  with  the  omnipotent 
fruits  of  summer  and  harvest.    How  de-  energies  of  an  ever-present  Deity. 
hen,  is  the  thought,  that  the  omnipotent  The  contemplation  of  God  as  an  cmmipotent 
f  our  heavenly  Father  is  incessantly  being,  is  calculatwl  to  inspire  the  mind  with  love 
n  producing  such  a  wonderful  effect,  and  confidence  in  the  prospect  of  futurity.     The 
lied  by  such  a  variety  of  beneficent  promises- addressed  to  us  by  a  wise  and  benevo> 
all  contributing  to  our  enjoyment  I*  iVnt  being  can  excite  in  us  trust  and  dependence, 
Is  the  reason,  then,  why  we  feel  so  little  only  in  so  far  as  we  are  convinced  of  his  abili^ 
»n  and  reverence  at  the  beneficent  ope-  to  secure  their  fulfilment.     If  almighty  power 
divine  power?    If  we  should  be  struck  were  not  an  attribute  of  the  Eternal  Mind,  or 
eratioB  and  wonder  at  beholding  a  su-  were  we  unable  to  trace  its  operations  in  visible 
ealed  intelligence  tossing  a  range  of  existing  fiicts,  then  all  the  promises  and  delineai- 
s  into  the  sea,  why  do  we  behold,  with  tions  of  revelation,  in  reference  to  uneeen  ani 
ipathy,  effects  ten  thousand  times  more  eternal  objects,  might  prove  to  be  nothing  more 
and  astonbhing  ?    One  general  reason,  than  imaginary  scenes,  that  could  never  be  real> 
ihers,  undoubtedly  is,  that  the  moral  ized.     But  the  good  man,  who  perceives  oronipo- 
on  of  man  ha^  suffered  a  melancholy  tent  energy  in  incessant  operation  throughout  all 
lent ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  train  the  scenes  of  the  universe  which  surround  him, 
)ughts  and  affections  has  been  turned  feels  the  most  perfect  security  in  looking  forward 
original  channel.     The  Scriptures  are  to  the  scene  of  his  future  destination,  and  to 
explicit  on  this  point ;  they  declare,  in  those  changes  and  revolutions  which  shall  sue* 
positive  terms,  that  "  the  carnal  mind  ceed  the  period  of  his  present  existence.     He 
agednat  God"  and  that,  in  consequence  knows  that,  in  a  few  years  at  most,  that  immor- 
praved  principle,  the  wickeil  ''  walk  in  tal  principle  which  now  animates  his  frame,  will 
f  of  their  minds,  being  alienated  from  take  its  flight  from  its  earthly  mansion  to  a  world 
God.     They  say  tothe  Almitjhty,  Do-  unknown.     To  what  regions  it  will  direct  ita 
us,  for  wc  desire  not  the  knowledge  of  course  ;   what  scenes  and  prospects  will  be  un- 
God  is  not  in  all  their  thoughls,  and  folded  to  its  view;  what  intercourse  it  may  have 
ride  of  their  countenances  thry  will  not  with  the  spirits  of  departed  men,   or  with  other 
God/' — Another  reason  ii,  that  the  int»:lligences ;  in  what  Mate  it  shall  pass  its  ex- 
Agent  who  produces  so  stupendous  ef-  istence  till  the  consummation  of  the  present  plan 
lins  invisible  to  mortal  eyes.     Were  a  of  Providence — whether    it  shall  remain  as  a 
ntelligence  to  appear  in  a  splendid  and  naked  spirit  entirely  disconnected  with  the  visi- 
•na,  and  to  produce  such  effects  as  I  ble  universe,  or  be  clothed  with  some  etherial 

vehicle,  to  enable  it  to  hold  a  correspondence 

and  other  places  of  this  work,  the  truth  ^»'**  <*'*^*^  "^^g'^*  °^  '^®  material  creation— he 

lual  and  diurnil  motions  of  ttic  earth  Is  is  at  present  unable  to  deterrbine.     He  knows 

f  ^^  becaa^e  I  conceive  it  Is  s|jscj>ptl-  that  his  body,  too,  shall  disappear  from  the  living 

!  clearest    demonslrallon— (See  "  Chris-  ,,          ,  •,         \        *  .      ^*^       •           .      .     * 

osopher,"    pp.   q3.  93,    147,  i4».)      But,  world,  and  be  reduced  to  corruption  and  ashes. 

trath  ef  this  position  be  called  In  ques-  In  what  manner  the  essential  particles  of  (his 

lied,  It  will  not  raateriaiiy  affect  the  pro-  UqJ„  -k-ii  u^  nre^ervpd  dintinrt  frnra  tho-f  of  nil 

uch  moral  reflections  as  are  Ijcre  stated  j  "t^  ""*"  °*'  preserved  disimctlromtnose  of  all 

case,  a  similar,  or  even  a  much  greater  other  human  bodies,  after  they  have  been  (oased 

omnipotence  must  be  adrotite<l  in  refer-  about  by  the  winds,  and  blended  with  the  other 

!L?21,"«c^«i'il.'fTr^dX«!'ailS  •'•"••-•  of.  »•••"«;  •>?  "•»«  ■"«"•  *•?  '^ 

M  of  the  aeasoas.  !»e  reunited  into  a  more  glurioos  fbnn;  and  kov 


20  THE  PHILOSOPHY  OP  RELrGION. 

the  separate  spirit  shal)  be  enabled  to  recognize  underttanJiog,  and  with  all  our  •tmfth.'^    fhr 

Its  renovated  aikl  long-liist  partner  at  the  reaur-  considerations  to  which  I  have  oow  adverted, 

rection  of  the  just — he  ca»  form  no  conception,  have  been  too  seldom  taken  into  riew  in  mon) 

He  knows,  that  the  globe  on  whidi  he  now  and  religious  discussions  on  this  topic    Tbt 

resides  is  doonaed  to  be  dissolved  amidst  devour-  omnipotence  of  the  Deity  is  seldoai  codiSnted  as 

ing  flames,  when  *<  the  elements  shall  melt  with  a  ground  and  an  excitement  of  ▼eaeratioii  asd 

fervent  heat,  and  the  earth,  and  the  works  that  love,  and  yet  it  stands,  as  it  were,  oo  the  Ibr^ 

are  therein,  shall  be  burnt  up*' — that  the  ashes  front  of  the  divine  character,  ((ivuig  beauty  aad 

of  all  the  myriadsof  the  race  of  Adam  shall  issue  efliciency  to  all  his  other  p^irfectioaa :  witboM 

from  the  caverns  of  the  ocean,  and  from  the  which  wisdom,  benevolence,  Adthfiihieas,  neri^, 

eharnel  houses,  in  every  region  of  the  land — that  and    patience,    would    degenerate    ialo  emfity 

they  shall  be  moulded  into  new  organ ical  struo  names,  and  form  no  solid  fouodatioo  for  the  a* 

tares,  united  with  their  kindred  spirits,  and  be  erciae  of  conidence  and  hope.    And,  tkercfere, 

convened  in  one  grand  assembly  before  God,  the  it  is  the  duty  of  every  ChristiaB  to  eodeavotf, 

Judge  of  all.  He  knows,  that "  new  heavens  and  by  every  proper  means,  to  enlarge  hit  caDC«p> 

a  new  earth^  will  be  arranged  for  the  residence  tions  of  the  operations  of  omnipotenee,  and  » 

of  the  "  redeemed  from  among  men ;"  but  in  familiarize  bis  mind  to  cootemplaiibna  of  the 

what  region  of  the  universe  this  abode  may  be  magnitude,  motions,  grandeur,  and  Hmensilj 

prepared,  what  scenes  it  will  un£)ld,  and  by  what  of  God*s  works,  in  order  tbia  bis  love  to  God 

means  the  innumerable  company  of  the  righteous  may  be  elevated  and  expanded,  aad  his  fuA 

shall  be  transported  from  amidst  the  ruins  of  this  and  hope  strengthened  and  invigorated.  To  tks 

globe  to  that  celestial  habitation — he  is  at  pre-  attribute  of  Jehovah  the  inspired  writers  uai> 

sent  at  a  loss  to  form  even  a  conjecture.    He  formly  direct  our  views,  as  a  source  of  joy  and 

knows,  that  after  these  solemn   changes  have  confidence.   "  Praise  ye  the  Lord/-'-praise  biai, 

been  eflTected,  ages  numerou^as  the  drops  of  the  ye  servants  of  the  Lord  ;  for  I  know  that  Jek^ 

•cean  will  roll  over  him— that  worlds  numemns  vah  is  greaij  and  that  our  Lord   is  ^love  afi 

as  the  sursof  heaven  will  still  run  their  destined  gods.      Whatever  the  Lord  pleased,  that  dU 

founda— that  other  systeoM  may  undergo  inpor^  he,  io  heaven,  aad  in  ear^  in  tba  asas,  «i 

tant  changes  and  rerolvcioQs — that  new  systems  all  deep  pUces.    Ghreat  is  the  I«ord,  and  grsidy 

•f  creation  may  be  gradually  emerging  into  ex-  to  be  praised ;  his  greatness  is  uaaeardiahle,   I 

Mtence,  and  that  scenes  of  magnificence  and  will  speak  of  the  glorious  honour  of  thy  majsslf» 

gkiry ,  diflferent  from  all  that  ever  preceded  them,  and  of  thy  VMmdroui  worka,    I  will  speak  of  tke 

may  incessantly  rise  to  view,  throughout  the  might  of  thy  terrible  acts,  and  will  declars  ikf 

lapse  of  imceasing  duration.    But,  in  the  pros-  greatness ;  to  make  known  to  the  sons  of  iMidqr 

pectof  all  these  solemn  and  important  events,  he  mighty  operations,  and  the  gloriovs  m^esty  of 

beholds — in  that  almighty  energy  which  wheels  thy  kingdom.     Happy  is  he  who  bath  the  Goi 

our  globe  around  from  day  to  day,  and  impels  it  of  Jacob  for  his  help,  whose  hope  is  in  the  Lofd 

in  its  annual  course,  and  which  directs,  at  the  his  God,  who  made  heaven  and  earth,  the  SH, 

aame  time,  the  movements  of  all  the  liosts  of  and  all  that  in  then  is,  who  kaapalli  troth  ft* 

heaven — the  exertion  of  a  benevolent  power,  ever.*' 
which  is  calculated  to  inspire  him  with  love  and 

confidence,  and  which  is  able  to  secure  his  hap-  """""* 
piness  amidst  the  revolutions  of  worlds,  and 

amidst  all    the   scenes  through  which  he  may  SECTION  IT* 
pass  during  an  immortal  existence.    Under  this 

impression,  he  can  adopt  the  affectionate  and  on  rnm  wisdom  anp  ooomrESt  er  flOft 
triumphant  language  of  the  psalmist — ^*  Whom 

have  I  in  heaven  but  thee,  and  there  is  none  Another  feature  in  the  divine  character,  idikb 

upon  earth  that  I  desire  beside  thee !    My  heart  is  calculated  to  exeite  our  most  ardent  affeotiaaf 

and  my  flesh  shall  fiiil,  but  God  is  the  strength  of  is,  the  Wiidom  and  Geodncss  of  God.    Theis 

my  heart,  and  my  jxrrtknfor  mxry  two  attributes  may  be  considered  under  one  htdi 

Thus  it  appears,  that  the  omnipotence  of  God  since  they  are  always  inseparable  in  dieirop*' 

is  one  of  those  attributes  nf  his  nature  which  is  ration.     Geodnets  proposes  the  end,  tHndyi^ 

particularly  calculated  to  fill  th*  mind  with  sen-  happiness  of  the  sensitive  and  iatdligMit  ciO" 

timents  of  love  and  confidence,  admiration  and  tion ;  and  IVitdom  selects  the  most  propersMM* 

reverence.  And,  if  such  emotions  be  at  all  excited  for  it9  accomplishment, 

in  the  mind,  they  must  rise  to  the  highest  pitch  Wherever  genius  appears  coabimd  wiA  I** 

of  elevation  to  which  we  can  carry  then ;  for  nevoleiit   intentions  and  beneficent  opeimdM>f 

there  is  no  other  object  or  being  that  possesses  we  cannot  withhold  a  certain  portioo '  '  "  ^'^ 

Iba  same  perfection,  or  can  claim  the  same  de-  and  regard. 

grte  of  affection  and  love.    If  we  love  God  at  When  we  behoU  a  man  like 

•U»  it  nottba  "with  all  our  heart,  with  »ll  our  tkig  his  wealth,  hia  kBovMI|p,  hk 
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lowera,  to  alleviate  the  sorrows,  and  wiih  fruits  and  verdure  ;  there,  the  hilb  rise  m 

the  ha|>pioeM  of  hii  fellownnen —  gcntlesliipes,  and  the  mouDtaina  rear  their  snowy 

tbfrid  him  in  retirement  at  his  native  tops  to  the  clouds,  distilling  from  their  sides  the 

aniversal  blessing  to  his  neighbours  brooks  ami  rivers,  which  enliven  and  fertilise 

,  fiimishing  employment  lor  the  poor,  the  plains  through  which  they  flow.    Here,  the 

iohU  (or  the -instruction  of  their  chil-  lake  stretches  into  a  smooth  expanse  in  the  bo- 

ling  over  the  morals  of -his  neighbour-  soin  of  the  mountaias  {  there,  the  rivers  mean- 

Dg  the  abodes  of  affliction,  acting  the  der  through  the  forests  and  the  flowerj  fieU«, 

lysician  to  their  bodies,  imparting  diversifying  the  rural   scene,  and  distributing 

itniction  to  their  souls,  promoting  ihe  health  and  fertility  in  their  train.    Here,  we  b<^ 

tnd  practice  of  religion,  and  extend-  hold  the  rugged  cliffs  and  the  stately  port  ef  the 

Bvolenl  regard*  to  persons  of  all  re-  forest ;  there,  we  are  charmed  with  the  verdure 

uasioos— when  we  behold  him  leaving  of  the  meadow,  the  enamel  of  flowers,  the  azure 

country  and  the  friend*  of  his  youth,  •  ef  the  sky,  and  the  gay  colouring  of  the  rooriH 

fWievoleace  over  all  Europe  and  iag  and  evening  clouds.    In  order  that  this  teeoe 

haxarding  his  health  and  bis  life  in  of  beauty  and  magnificence  might  be  renilerid 

of  humanity,  diving  into  the  depths  visible.  He  formed  the  element  oif  light,  without 

I,  phmging  into  the  infected  atmoa-  which  the  ezpanM  of  the  universe  wouM  bo  a 

otpitals  and  jails,  visiting  the  lonely  boundless  desert,  and  its  beaaties  libr  ever  veiled 

d  prisoner,  entering   the   wretdied  from  our  sight.     It  opena  to  otnr  view  the  mouiH 

onew  and  affliction,  administering  tains,  thehiUa,  the  valea,  the  woods,  the  la  wna, 

and  relief,  and  surveying  the  di-  the  flocks  and  herds,  the  wonders  of  the  migh^r 

r  misery  and  distress  among  men  of  deep,  and  the  radiant  orbs  of  heaven.    It  painto 

for  the  purpose  of  devising  schemes  a  tltousand  different  hues  on  the  objects  around 

ef  of  the  distresses  of  suffering  hu-  i»,  and  promotes  a  cheerful  and  extensive  intcfw 

1  for  promoting  the  comforts  of  man-  course  among  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  globe. 

]  such  a  character  appears  on  the  Again,  in  order  to  gratify  the  sense  of  Aeomqfi 

i,  there  is- no  class  of  the  human  race,  He  formed  the  atmospherd,  and  endowed  it  with 

srs  are  not  completely  vitiated,  bat  an  undulating  quality,  that  it  might  waft  to  our 

»wards  it  strong  emotions  of  esteem  ears  the  pleasures  of  sound,  and  all  the  channe 

Bate  regard.  of  music.    The  murmuring  of  the  brooks,  the 

are  all  the  wise  and  beneficent  de-  whispers  of  the  g«itiebreeae,  the  soothing  sound 

bUow-mortal,  when  compared  with  of  the  rivulet,  the  noise  of  the  waterfall,  the  htia 

as  and  diversified  streams  of  benevo-  of  bees,  the  btizz  of  insects,. the  chirping  of  birds, 

.  are  incesmntly  flowing  from  the  un-  the  soft  notes  of  the  nightingale,  and  the  melody 

rce  of  felicity  !     They  are  but  as  a  of  thousands  of  the  feathered  songsters,  whic^i 

ocean,  or  as  an  atom  when  conipared  fill  the  groves  with  their  warbliugs,  produce  a 

omonsity  of  the  universe.    On  him  pleasant  variety  of  delightful  emotions ; — ^the  niH 

depend,    from  the  archangel  to  the  nierous  modulations  of  the  human  voice,  the  ar^ 

1  Uim  they  derive  their  comforts  ;  to  ticulate  sounds  peculiar  to  the  human  species, 

re  indebted  for  all  their  powers  and  by  which  the  interchanges  of  thought  and  affec- 

.nd  on  him  tlieir  eternal  felicity  d»-  tion  are  promoted,  the  soft  notes  of  the  piano 

ere  we  to  prosecute  this  subject  to  forte,  the  solemn  sounds  of  the  organ — and  even 

it  would  lead  us  into  a  field  on  which  the  roaring  of  the  stormy  ocean,  the  dashings  of 

^t  be  written,  and  yet  the  greater  the  mighty  cataract,  sind  the  rdling  thunders 

JisplajTs  of  divine  beneficence  would  which  elevato  the  soul  to  sentiments  (^sublimity 

lecorded.     I  shall   therefore  confine  and  awe — are  all  productive  of  a  mingled  variety 

le  selection  of  only  a  few  iostances  of  pleasures ;  and  demonstrate  that  Uie  distribu- 

xa  and  goodness  of  God.  tion  of  happuiess  is  one  grand  end  of  the  open" 

r   we   turn  our  eyes  in  the  world  tions  of  our  bountiful  Creator, 

we  behold  innumerable  instances  of  To  grattly  the  sense  of  tnuitingf  he  has  per- 

's  beneficence.     In  order  that  tlie^e  fumed  the  air  with  a  variety  of  delicious  odours, 

piMiCionmay  be  gratified  and  charm*  which  are  incessantly  exhaled  fixHn  a  thousand 

ipread  over  the  surfiice  of  our  tor-  plants  and  flowers.    Coimtless  millions  of  these 

italien  an  assemblage  of  the  richest  odoriferous  particles,  which  elude  the  penetrating 

ich  beautify  and  adorn  the  landscape  power  of  the  finest  microscope  to  discover,  are 

,  aad  present  to  our  view  a  pictu-  contmually  wafted  about  by  the  air,  and  floating 

diversified  scenery,  which  is  highly  around  us,  impervious  to  the  eight,  the  hearing, 

i  the  principle  ef  novelty  implanted  and  the  touch,  but  calculated  to  convey  pleasure 

in  saind.   'On  all  sides  we  behold  to  the  soul,  throu^  the  medium  of  the  ol&ctoiy 

y  of  beau^and  magnificence.  Here,  aerves,  and  to  eoafateiM  to  **  banquet  on  thein- 

iUe,fkiM  Mid.fertile.fi8ldi^ ndonisd  ^fMklo  dUate  of/--*— ^ 
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To  gratify  the  seoM  oifeding,  he  has  con-  homan  art,  we  can  preeenre  and  enjoy  fbe  ffretlvr 

nected  pleasure  with  the  contact  of  almost  every  pan  during  xf^iiiicr  and  spring.    The  soil  mhiA 

thing  we  have  occasion  to  touch,  and  has  ren-  produceH  tliese  dai4iiej>  has  never  yet  lost  its  faw 

dered  it  subservient  for  warning  us  of  whatever  itiity.  thou;;h  it  has  bruu|^t  forth  ihe  harvests  of 

may  be  disagreeable  or  dangerous.     Hadainale-  sii  thousand  years,   but  still  repajm  our  labou 

Tolent  being  constructed  ihe  body  of  mMi,  and  with  its  annual  treasorrs ; — and,  were  adfidb 

Ibnned  Uie  arrangements  of  external  nature,  lie  roan  animated  with  the  same  liberal  and  gensieui 

might  have  rendered  the  contact  of  every  object  .  views  as  iiia  munificent  Creator,  every  iodividial 

of  touch  as  acutely  painful  as  when  we  clasp  a  of  the  human  fami  ly  would  be  plentifully  supplirdi 

prickly  shrub,  or  thrust  our  fingers  against  the  with  a  sliore  of  these  rich  and  delicious  bounliet 

point  of  a  needle.  of  natpre. 

To  gratify  the  jense  of  (asfe,  and  to  nourisih  In  fine,  the  happiness  uf  mva  appears  to  bt 

our  bodies,  he  has  furnished  us  with  a  rich  va-  the  object  of  the  divine  care,  e^erj  retunuof 

riaty  of  aliments,  distributed  not  with  a  niggardly  seasoti,  every  moment,  by  day  and  by  nighL    Bj 

and  a  sparing  hand,  but  with  a  luxuriant  pro-  dayf  He  cht-ers  us  with  the  enliTening  beam  ^ 

fusion,  suited   to  the  tastes   of  every  sentient  the  sun,  which  unfolds  to  us  the  beauty  and  the 

keing,  and  to  the  circumstances  of  the  inhabit-  verdure  of  the   fields ;    and  lest  the  coostSBC 

•Dta  of  every  clime.     He  has  not  confined  his  efflux  of  his  light  and  heat  should  eoleeUe  oar 

bounty  merely  to  the  relief  of  our  necessities,  by  bodies,  and  wither  the  tender  herbs,  he  cen* 

eonfining  us  to  the  use  of  a  few  tasteless  herlM  mands  the  clouds  to  interpose  as  so  many  nag* 

and  roots,  but  has  covered  the  surface  of  the  earth  nificent  screens,  to  ward  off  the  intensity  of  the 

with  an  admirable   profusion  of  plants,  herbs,  solar  rays.    When  the  earth  is  drained  of  itt 

grains,  and  delicious  fruits  of  a  Uiousand  differ-  moisture,  and  parched  with  heat,  he  bids  tt» 

ent  qualities  and  tastes,  which  contribute  to  the  clouds  condense  their  watery  treasures,  and  ij 

•ensitive  enjoyment  and  comfort  of  man.     In  from  other  regions  on  the  wings  of  the  wind,  tc 

abnost  every  region  of  the  earth,  com  is  to  be  pour  their  waters  upon  the  fiidds,  not  in  ov«r> 

Ibund  in  the  valleys  surrounded  by  the  snowy  whelming  and  destructive  torrents,  but  in  soal 

mountains  of  the  NortTi,  as  well  as  in  the  vecdant  drops  and  gentle  sliowers,  to  refresh  the  thirst) 

plains  of  the  Torrid  Zone.     In  warm  regions,  soil,  and  revive  the  vegetable  tribes.    He  h» 

eool  and  ddicioos  fruits  are  provided  for  the  re^  spread  under  our  feel  a  carpet  of  lovely  grsos 

freriuient  of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  trees  are  richer  than  all  the  productions  of  the  Vamm 

,  covered  with  luxuriant  foliage  to  screen  them  loom,  and  has  thrown  around  our  habitatisa  tf 

from  the  intensity  of  the  solar  heat  !^    Every  ar.ure  canopy,  which  directs  our  view  to  the  dir 

season  prasents  us  with  a  variety  of  fhiits  pecu-  tant  regions  of  infinite  space. — By  fqgM)  hi 

liar  to  itself,  distributed  by  the  munificent  hand  draws  a  veil  of  darkness  over  the  mountains  tsA 

«f  the  *<  Giver  of  all  good."     The  month  of  June  the  plains,  that  we  may  be  enabled  to  pensHSM 

presents  us  with  cabbages,  cauliflowers,   and  to  the  regions  of  distant  worlds,  and  behold  the 

cherries ;  July,  with  gooseberries,  raspberries,  moon  wdking  in  brightness,  the  aspects  of  ths 

peaches,  and  apricots ;  August  and  September  planetary  globes,  the  long  trains  of  coaea,  and 

scatter  before  us,  in  luxuriant  abundance,  plums,  the  innumerable  host  of  stara.     At  this  seasai) 

figs,  apples,  pears,  turnips,  ourrots,  cresses,  po-  too,  all  nature  is  still,  that  we  may  enjoy  inquicl 

tatoes,  and,  above  all,  wheat,  oats,  rye,  and  Imit-  the  refreshments  of  sleep,  to  invigorate  our  dmnh 

ley,  which  constitute  the  "  staff  of  bread"  for  the  tal  and  corporeal  powers.    *'  As  a  mother  stills 

support  of  man  and  beast ;  and  although  we  are  every  little  noise,  that  her  infiinl  be  not  dis* 

indebted  chiefly  to  the  summer  and  autumn  for  turbed ;    as  she  draws  the  curtain  arousd  iti 

these  rich  presents,  yet,  by  the  assistance  of  bed,  and  shuts  ont  the  light  from  its  tender^; 

so  God  draws  the  curtains  of  darkness  arousd 

•  The  manner  In  which  the  Creator  has  contrived  "»•  »o  he  makes  all  things  to  be  hushed  and  it», 

a  supply  fbr  the  thirst  of  man.  In  sultry  placen,  U  that  his  large  family  n»ay  sleep  m  peace."— li 

worthy  of  admiration.— He  has  placed  amidst  the  »  ^vord,  if  we  look  around  us  to  the  forests  whiek 

burnlngsandsof  Africa,  a  plant,  whose  leaf,  twisted  „^„„.  ,.     .„^..«.,:«.    ^  :r«.  i^^^  j^-«««.ih 

rounrtUke  a  cruet,  is  always  filled  with  a  large  glass  cover  the  mountains,  or  if  we  Icok  downwsj 

full  of  fresh  water :  the  gullet  of  this  cruet  is  shut  to  the  quarries  and  mines  in  tho  bowels  of  IM 

bytheextremltyof  the  leaf  itself  MM  to  ^h,   we  behold  abundance  of  materials  fcr 

the  water  from  evaporating.  He  has  planted  in  some  *      .              .    ..     .          ^          u  nj.:— 

other  distrlcu  of  the  same  country,  a  neat  tree,  constructing  our  habitations,  lor  embeilisMif 

called  by  the  negroes  hoa,  the  trunk  of  which,  of  a  the  abodes  of  civilized  life,  and  tbr  canyjif 

prodigious  bulk,  Is  naturally  hollowed  like  a  cistern.  r„_._j  jmnr/wm-nt-  «»  tk.  ■•••  ..wi  «.;mm^ 

in  the  rainy  season,  it  recelvealu  1111  of  water,  which  ^^"^^f  improvements  in  the  arts  and  scifMHi 

continues  (^esh  and  coot  In  the  greatest  heats,  by  And,  if  we  consider  the  surrounding  atmospMrtr 

'^^^'.'^'JlVJjrflJ-'Srff  J".SkTlI!ISHl^V*".^^  "^^  »»>«J'  find  "  ^  «««»"» «h«  principle  of !»» 

mil.    In  some  of  the  parched,  rocky  islands  in  the  j  .v      i         .    r  ^    i.                  r    i.*  j.  .mm 

West  Indies,  there  Utoundatree  called  the  «wi«r  »nd  the  element  of>^,  by  means  of  wbieh  •■ 
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r  our  Alaiij{hty  Parent^the  pious  required  to  be  compr«med  into  the  mze  of  a  ball 
>pt  tiu)  beau.ifut  Un^iaga  of  llie  of  nu\y  half  ao  inch  in  diameter,  aixl  a  eodcet 
I  a  sense  Mmewhat  dilfercot  from  compoaed  of  a  number  of  umail  bones,  to  be  hol- 
ed: lowed  out  and  ezaeilj  fitted  for  its  reception.  A 
Mature  wakes  ber  genial  power,  b«*d  uf  looee  (at  fur  this  ball  to  rest  upon,  a  lid 
herb,  and  spreads  out  every  flower  i  or  curtain  to  secure  it  from  danger,  a  variety  of 
e,  tt»e  grape,  the  n)*e  renew  ,  .  ui  •.  .  ^  ^  .  *  j  i  j 
lAreous,  and  tlie  balmy  dew ;  muscles  to  enable  it  to  move  upwards  and  down- 

JM  attiuusand  ireasun-s  brings;  wards,  to  the  right  and  to  the  left,  and  a  nume> 

Jf?lS?.'r.;K"ml?r!£;f*"  ~«.«««blM.ofmmu.,,,i«  .«.,ie..«nr«,. 

5»nh,  my  canopy  the  skies."    Pope,  lymphatics,  {{tands,  and  other  delicate  pieces  of 

e  various  scenes  and  harmonies  *""»>*'  machinery,  of  which  we  have  no  distinct 

elation  to  man,  and  to  the  gratifi-  conception,  were  still  requisite  to  complete  this 

iderent  senses,  we  may  also  say,  •dmlnhh  organ.    Even  in  this  state  it  would  be 

,  of  Akenside,  in  bis  ooem  "On  of  no  use  for  the  purpose  of  nsion,  unleas.it 

of  Imajrinatioo  **  that  ^^'^  eonnected  with  the  bram  by  the  optic  nerve, 

through  the  medium  of  which  the  impressions  of 

;^''ir„*». .  c1.»d  imbilx.  TWbl.  «hj«..  .r.  c«.T.,«l  to  U»  «,uL    S|UI, 

in*s  effulgeuce ;  not  a  strain  in  addition  to  all  these  contnvances,  a  wondernil 

enants  of  the  warbling  shade  machinery  requires  to  be  in  action,  and  an  ad- 

riLueK^h?!!^""  '*'  »nirable  effect  produced,  before  a  landscape  can 

a ves,  the  sun's  unwearied  course*  be  contemplated.    Ten  thousand  millions  uC  rays, 

and  seasons,  all  declare  compounded  of  a  thousand  different  shades  o^ 
Eternal  Maker  has  ordain'd  ,  »^  a      tr  •  —  j*    _.•       r         .u 

f  man :  we  feel  within  ourselves  colour,  must  fly  off  in  every  direction  from  the 

fine :  He  tells  the  heart  objects  which  compose  the  surrounding  scene, 

ing:  to  be  great  like  Hlii^  of  ao  inch,  in  order  to  enter  the  eye,  and  must 

d  active."  paint  every  object  in  its  true  colour,  form,  and 

consider,  for  a  few  moments,  the  proportion,  on  a  space  not  exceeding  half  an  inch 

is  displayed  in  the  harmonious  in  diameter.    Were  any  one  of  the  parts  which 

the  organs  of  sense  to  the  scenes  compose  this  complicated  madiine  either  wanW 

tore.    All  the  scenes  of  beauty,  ing  or  deranged ;  were  it  changed  into  a  difiereot 

benignity,  which  surround  us^  in  fiirro,  or  pltioed  in  a  different  position ;  were  even 

heavens,  would  remain   as  one  a  single  muscle  to  lose  its  capacity  of  acting,  w« 

mprodiictive  of  enjoyment,  unless  might  be  for  ever  deprived  of  all  the  enchanting 

in  "fearfully  and  wonderfully"  prospectsof  the  earth  and  heavens,  and  enveloped 

idowed  wtih  organs  fitted  for  ena-  in  the  darkness  of  eternal  night.    Sudi  is  the 

i  a  correspondence  with  the  ma-  skill  and  intelligence  requisite  for  accomplishing, 

Ten  ibotisands  of  vessels,  tubes,  even  in  a  single  organ,  the  purpsoes  of  divine 

I,  ligaments,  membranes,  motions,  benevolence, 
ind  adaptations,  beyond  the  reach         Again,  before  we  could  enjoy  the  harmony  of 

understanding  fully  to  investigate  sounds,  the  charms  of  music,  and  the  pleasures 

nd,  must  be  arranged,  and  act  in  of  conversation,  an  instrument  po  less  wonderful 

>Dcert,  before  any  one  sense  be-  than  the  eye  required  to  be  constructed.     In  the 

can  perceive  and  enjoy  its  objects,  cor,  which  is  the  organ  of  hearing,  it  was  requi- 
re can  behold  a  landscape,  and  be  site,  that  there  should  be  an  outward  porch  for 

its  beauties,  it  was  requiitite  that  collecting  the  vibrations  of  the  air,  constructed, 

I  should  be  formed,  oif  different  not  of  fleshy  substances,  which  might  fall  down 

densities,  and  different  refractive  upon  the  orifice,  or  absorb  the  sounds,  nor  of 

coats,    or  delicate  membranes,  solid  bones,  which  would  occasion  pain  and  in- 

rts  opaque,  and  some  tran«parent,  convenience  when  we  repose  ourselves— but  com- 

d  some  white,  some  of  them  fi^rmed  posed  of  a  cartilaginous  substance,  covered  with 

some  with  dreular  fibres,  com-  a  smooth  meinbrane,  endowed  with  elasticity, 

ds  finer  than  those  of  the  spider's  and  bent  into  a  variety  of  circular  folds,  or  boU 

yiUdline  humour  required  to  be  lows,  for  the  reflection  of  sound.    It  was  farther 

wo  tliousand  very  thin  spherical  requisite,  that  there  should  be  a  tube,  or  passage, 

les,  lying  one  upon  another,  every  composed  partly  of  cartilage,  and  pardy  of  bone^ 

•ales  made  up  of  one  single  fibre,  lined  with  a  skin  or  membrane,  and  moistened 

d,  wound  in  a  most  stupendous  wjth  a  glutinous  matter,  to  form  a  communicatioo 

ray,  and  that  way,  so  as  to  run  se-  with  the  internal  machinery  of  this  organ,  where 

uid  lo  meet  in  as  many  centres,  die  principal  wonders  of  hearing  are  peribnnad. 

mi  ddioUc  pieee  of  orgptnigaf  ion  Thk  -adu— y  coaaiita,  fwt,  of  tfaaf|nyWf 
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or  drum  of  the  oar,  which  consiiiUi  oTa  dry,  thin,  or  lyre,  and  the  motion  beiag  atill 

«iid  round  membrane,  stretched  ii{»on  a  bouy 'ring,  roeuted  in  liie  lo^yrinfA,— the  aoul,  in  a  SHfr 

■o  OS  actually  to  resemble  the  instrument  we  call  ner  altog«^tlitrr  incomprehensible  to  us,  recsifil 

a  drum.    Under  this  membrane  is  a  small  nerve,  an  impression  proportioned  to  the 

or  siring,  stretched  tight,  for  the  purpose  of  intenMty«f  the  vibration  preduoedbj  the  i 

stretching  or  relaxing  the  drum,  ana  iiicreasiiig  ingbody.    Such  is  the  exquisite  ai 

or  dimmisUing  its  vibrations,  s^  as  tu  render  it  nwciiinery  which  required  to  be  ooosifi 

capable  of  redeoting  every  possible  tone.     Be-  and  preserved  in  action  every  monMOt,  befivi 

hind  it  is  a  cavity,  hewn  out  of  the  temporal  bone,  we  could  enjoy  the  benefits  of  souDd,  «ni  Iks 

4he  hardest  one  in  the  body,  in  which  there  seems  pleasures  of  articulate  converaation. 

to  be  an  echo,  by  which  ih*)  sound  is  reflected  Again,  before  we  could  et^y  the  phnwirss  of 

with  the  utmost  precision.    This  cavity  contains  feeling ^  an  extensive  system  of  erfuni 

lour  very  small,  but  remarkable  bones,  deoooii-  quired  to  be  arranged.    A  system  of 

nated  the  kamrner^  the  anvU,  the  arhiadar  boiUt  originating  in  the  brain  and  ^pimlaMtfrow,  ui 

and  the  sCiirifp,  all  connected  together,  and  ne-  distributed,  in  numberlem  minute  iramificatiaa^ 

pessary  for  .contributing  to  the  extension  and  vir  through  the  heart,  limgs,  bowels,  bkKM^vesssK 

iMration  of  the  tympanum.    In  this  cavity  are  also  bands,  feet,  and  every  other  psrt  ef  the  bod^i 

^med  various  windings  or  cavities  filled  with  was   requisite  to  be  interwovsa  throofi^  ihs 

air ;  and,  in  order  that  the  air  may  be  renewed,  whole  ooostituiion  of  the  animal  Irame,  biCm 

4here  is  an  opening  which  communicates  with  this  sense,  which  is  the  foundation  of  all  the^ifcf 

Ibebackparlef  the  mouth,  called  the  Eustachian  sensations,  and  the  source  of  so  many  plcaivs^ 

tube.                                   ^  could  be  produced.    Wherever  these  are  nia  iii> 

The  next  apparatus  belonging  to  this  curious  there  are  also  sensations;  and  wherever  oj 

machine,  is  the  lal^tUkf  which  is  coropos«Hl  particular  part  of  the  body  requires  to  exsit  a 

oT  three  parts,  the  vettUmU  or  porch,  Arte  temi-  peculiar  feeling,  there  the  nerves  are  anaiifBi 

^iraUar  catuUtj  and  the  eocklea.    This  last  is  a  and  distributed  in  a  peculiar  manner,  to  prodopt 

canal,  which  takes  a  spiral  course,  like  the  shell  the  intended  effect.     And  how  nicely  is  er«f 

of  a  snail,  and  is  divided  by  a  very  thin  lamina,  thing  arranged  and  attempered,  in  dus  istptdb 

or  septum  of  cords,   which  keeps  decreasing  to  contribute  to  our  comfort  1    if  the  pt^irti  d 

from  the  base  to  the  top.     The  air  acting  on  the  fingers  require  to  be  endowed  with  a  aM 

either  side  of  these  diminutive  cords,  produces  delicate  sensation  than  severti  other  partly  ihn 

a  motion,  nearly  in  the  same  ntanner  as  the  are  furnished  with  a  oonre^Mmding  numbsr  <■ 

sound  of  one  musical  instrument  excites  a  tre-  nervous  ramifications;  if  the  heel  require  to  k( 

mulous  motion  in   the  cords  of  another.    All  more  callous,  the  nerves  are  mere  sparing  4k^ 

these  lubes,  and  winding  canals,  may  be  consi-  tributed.    If  feelings  were  equally  distrftaud 

dered  as  so  many  sounding  galleries,  for  aug-  over  the  whole  body,  and  as  actitely  sensible  sf  it 

menting  the  smallest  tremours,  and  conveying  the  membranes  of  the  eye,  our  very  clotbes  worii 

thoir  impressions  to  the  auditory  nerves,  which  become  galling  and  insupport^le,  and  we  shod 

conduct  them  to  the  brain.     Besides  the  sev^  be  exposed  to  continual  pain  ;  and  if  evsfypvt 

ral  parts  now  mentioned,  a  number  of  arteries,  were  as  insensible  as  the  callus  of  the  hisi, 

veins,  lymphatics,  glands,  and  a  variety  of  other  the  body  wouM  be  bentmibed,  the  pleasures  we 

contrivances,  which  the  human  mind  can  neither  derive  from  this  sense  wouM  be  destroyed,  ii' 

trace  nor  comprehend,  are  connected  with  the  the  other  organs  of  sensation  could  not  psrfoni 

nwchanism  of  this  admirable  organ.  their  functions  in  the  manner  in  which  they  no* 

All  this  curious  and  complicated  apparatus,  operate.    So  that  in  this,  as  weH  as  in  dS  tlw 

however,  would  have  been  of  no  avail  for  the  other  sansitive  organs,  infinite  wisdom  n  ada*" 

purpose  of  hearing,  had  not  the  atmosphere  been  rably  displayed  in  executing   the  desigm  ef 

formed,  and  its  particles  endowed  with  a  tremu-  benevolence. 

lous  motion.     But,  this  medium  being  prepared.  In  order  that  we  might  derive  eojojmeoi  fiva 

a  sounding  body  communicates  an  undulatory  the  various  aliments  and  delicious  fruits  wldch 

motion  to  the  air,  as  a  stone  thrown  into  a  pond  the  earth  produces,  a  peculiar  organiiatioB,  ^ 

produces  circular  waves  in  the  water ;  the  air,  ferent  from  all  the  other  senses,  was  requisile  to 

thus  put  in  motion,  shakes  the  drum  of  the  ear ;  be  devised.    Before  we  couki  relish  the  pseafitf 

the  tremours,  thus  excited,  produce  vibrations  flavour  of  the  pear,  the  apple,  the  peach,  A0 

in  the  air  within  the  drum ;  this  air  shakes  the  plumb,  or  the  grape,  the  fssig«c,  the  priMiH 

handle  of  the  hammer  4  the  hammer  strikes  the  organ  of  taste,  required  to  he  formed,  uA  ^ 

anvil,  with  which  it  is  articulated ;  the  anvil  sor&ce  covered  with  an  infinite  nnnlMr  cf  v^ 

transmits  the  motion  to  the  siirrup,  to  which  vous  papSkty  curiously  divaricated  over  its  f0' 

its  k>nger  leg  is  fastened ;  the  stlnrup  transmits  fiu^e,  to  receive  and  convey  to  the  eoul  ^ 

the  motion  it  has  received  to  the  nerves ;  and  impressions  of  every  flavour.    Thsas  Md^ 

vibratii^ttkotbeitriBfiflf  aJmlii^  rejuiral  t»  .be  gouM  wilk  mimaBiffi^* 
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if  oorering,  lo  dthnd  them  from  dan-  food|  and  to  regale  ourselv^  on  thoae  inviaK* 

liable  them  to  perform  their  fiinctioos  ble  efflaria  which  are  incestantly  flying  off  from 

Uie  eoDtinoea ;  and  at  (he  same  time,  the  vegetable  tribes,  and  wafted  in  everj  diree- 

rated  in  mch  a  manner,  with  a  multi-  tion  through  the  atmosphere. 

rea,  in  the  papiDary  eminences,  as  to  Of  all  the  senses  with  which  wears  furnished, 

I  admission  to  every  variety  of  taste,  the  sense  of  smelling  is  that  which  we  are  apt  to 

iwise  necessary,  that  these  papillary  consider  as  of  the  least  importance ;  and  aoma 

ould   be  distributed  in   the   greatrst  have  even  been  ready  to  imagine,  that  our  en- 

n  those  parts  of  the  organ  to  which  joyments  would  scarcely  have  been  diminished, 

I  of  taste  are  most  firequently  applied  *,  althou^  its  organs  had  never  existed.    But,  it 

wa  find,  that  they  are  more  numerous  is  presumptuous  in  man  to  hazard  such  an  opi- 

er  than  on  the  lower  parts  of  the  tongue ;  uion  in  reference  to  any  of  the  beneficent  designs 

fore,  when  we  apply  highly-flavoured  of  the  Creator^    We  know  not  what  relation  the 

I  to  the  Older  part,  we  are  not  so  sen-  minutest  operations,  within  os  or  around  us, 

m  tane,  till  we  remove  them  to  the  mny  bear  to  the  whole  economy  of  nature,  or 

iaee.    A  Tariety  of  veins,  arteries,  what  disastrous  effects  might  be  produced,  were 

mUmm,  and 'Other  parts  with  which  we  a  singla  pin  of  the  machinery  of  our  bodiea 

[uainted.  are  also  connected  with  this  broken  or  destroyed.    The  exhalations  which 

m.    When  we  consider  how  frequently  are,  at  this  moment,  rising  from  a  putrid  marsh 

Me  organs  are  used,  during  a  length  in  the  centre  of  New  HdQand,  and   hovering 

it  is  matter  of  admiration  how  well  in  an  invisible  form,  over  that  desolate  region, 

While  our  clothea  wear  out  in  the  may  be  forming  those  identical  clouds  which, 

a  year  or  two,  while  the  hairs  of  our  the  next  month,  shall  water  our  fields  and  gii^ 

B  gray,  and  are  nipped  asunder  at  the  dens,  and  draw  forth  from  the  flowers  their  aro- 

while  age  shrivels  the  most  beautifbl  matic  perfumes.     The  sense  of  smelling  may 

e  delicate  nervous  papillm  last  longer  be  essentially  requisite  to   the  perfection  of 

imenta  of  iron  or  ste^ ;  for  the  sense  several  of  the  other  sensM ;  as  we  know  that 

I  generally  the  last  that  decays.    For  the  sense  of  feeling  is  inaeperably  oonnedMl 

rBMot  of  this  sense,  therefore,  and  die  with  the  aenaea  of  seeing,  hearing,  and  tasting. 

it  conveys,  we  have  abundant  reason  Let  us  consider,  for  a  moment,  some  of  the 

and  adore  the  wisdom  and  goodneas  of  agencies  whieh  require  to  be  exerted  when  thia 

^ty  Creator.  tense  is  exercised  and   gratified.    Before  we 

,  that  we  might  be  regaled  with  the  could  derive  pleasure  from  the  fragrance  of  a 

lowers,  and  the  aromatic  perfumea  of  flower,  it  was  requisite  that  a  system  of  the 

I  summer,  and  that  none  of  the  plea-  finest  tubes,  filaments,  and  membranes  should 

ature  might  be  lost,  the  organ  of  smel^*  be  organized,  endowed  with  powers  of  absorp- 

onstructed  to  catch  the  invisible  odo-  tion  and  perspiration,  furnished  with  hundreds 

ffluvia  which  are  continually  wsfted  of  venels  for  conveying  the  sap  through  all  ita 

le  air.     For  this  purpose  it  was  requi-  parts,  and  perforated  with  thousands   of  pores 

KMies,  nerves,  muscles,  arteries,  veins,  to  give  passage  to  myriads  of  odoriferous  par^ 

,  and  roembrsnes,  peculiarly  adapted  tides,  secreted  from   the   internal  juices.     Il 

i  this  effect,  should  be  arranged,  and  was  also  requisite  that  the  atmosphere  should 

a  certain  part  of  the  body.     As  the  be  formed,  for  the  purpose  of  affording  nourisl^ 

the  head  are  too  hard  for  this  purpose,  ment  to  the  plant,  and  for  conveying  its  odo- 

I  of  smelling  required  to  have  a  bone  riferous  effluvia  to  the  olfiustory  nerves.    The 

iar  texture,  of  a  spongy  nature,  full  of  rains,  the  dews,  the  principle  of  heat,  the  r^ 

)s,  like  a  sieve,  through  which  they  volution  of  the  seasons,  the  succession  of  day 

nsmit  their  slender  threads  or  branches  and  night,  the  principle   of  evaporation,   the 

lillous  membrane  which  lines  the  cavi-  agitation  of  the  air  by  winds,  and    the  tolar 

I  bone  and  the  top  of  the  nostrils.    The  Hght, — all  combine   their  influence   and   their 

■equired  to  be   cartilaginous  and  not  agencies  in  producing  the  grateful  sensation  we 

order  to  be  kept  open,  and  to  be  fur-  feel  from  the  smell  of  a  rote.    So  that  the  sense 

ith  appropriate  muscles  to  dilate  or  con-  of  smelling  is  not  only  connected  with  the  agan- 

B  as  the  occasion  might  require.  It  was  cy  of  all  the  terrestrial  elements  around  us,  but 

requisite,  that  they  should  be  wide  at  bears  a  relati(Hi  to  the  vast  globe  of  the  sun  him- 

n,  to  collect  a  large  quantity  of  effluvia,  self;  for  an  energy  exerted  at  the  distance  of 

iw  at  the  topf  where  the  olfactory  nerves  ninety-five  milliom  of  miles,  and  a  motion  of 

tnsed,  that  the  effluvia  might  act  with  tOO,000  miles  every  second,  in  the  particlea  of 

sat  vigour,  and  convey  the  sensation  to  light,  are  necessary  to  its  existence ;  and  coose- 

I.    By  means  of  these  and  numerous  quently,  it  forms  one  of  the  subordinate  endafor 

trivances,  connected  with  this  organ,  we  which  that  luminary  was  created : — and,  befaaf 

led  to  distinguish  the  qualities  of  oar  nlatad  to  the  md,  it  may  bear  a  eartain  ralatiHi 
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to  •imilar  agcttCMf  which  that  eeatnl  globe  is  curiout  aad  delioale  machinery,  com 

producing  unoiig  the  inhabitsDli  of  ■urroonding  the  moet  flabby  aubeiuicee,  required  to 

worlds.  motion,  and  to  be  preserved  io  sctiuo « 

Thus  it  appears,  that  the  TarioiM  senass  of  ment,  before  we  cmdd  contemplate  th« 

man,  as  well  as  tlie  exiemal  objects  which  con-  of  a  landscape,  be  delighted  with  the  i 

tribute  to  their  gratification,  are  the  results  of  music,  or  inhale  the  fragrance  of  a  roei 
infinite  wisdom  and  goodness,  and  calculated         It  is  worthy  of  notice,  that,  in  the 

to  promote  the  happiness  of  sensiiive  and  iniel-  tion  and  arrangement  of  these  numt 

Ugent  beings.  compIical«d  parts  and  functions,  there 

But,  befi>re  any  one  of  these  sei»es  could  per-  single  instance,  that  any  physiologist 

form  its  fiinctioos,  it  required  to  be  imited  with  duce,  in  which  pain  is  i^ie  9bjeci  of  tl 

a  most  wonderful  system  of  organisation.    The  Taoce.     Of  all  the  thousands  of  ac 

heart  required  to  be  endowed  with  an  immense  which  infinite  Wisdom  has  contrived,  tl 

degree  of  muscular  power,  and  to  be  set  in  ae-  ansbiit  what  has  for  its  nbfectthe  comn 

tion  in  the  centre  of  this  cunj^icated  system^  of  pleasure  to  the  sentient  being  in  wi 

htmdreds  of  arteries  required  to  be  bored,  and  foimd.    If  a  nooAier  cf  small  muscles 

ramified,  and  arranged,  to  eonvey  the  blood  to  its  nected  with  the  eye,  it  is  for  the  pi 

remotest  extremities,  and  hundreds  of  veins  to  rendering  that  organ  susceptible  of  a  ^ 

bring  it  back  again  to  its  reservoir— ibuusands  easy  motion  in  every  direction,  to  rot 

of  lacteal  and  lymphatic  lubes  to  abaorb  nutri-  exigence.    If  the  arteries  uo  fimiishec 

ment  from  the  food,  and  convey  it  to  the  cirou-  meroua  valves,  opening  only  in  one  dii 

hting  fluid— thousands  of  glands  to  lecrele  h»>  is  intended  m  prevtrnt  the  blood  from 

OMXirs  that  are  noxious  or  redundant  fiom  the  by  a  wrong  course,  and  endangering  i 

mass  of  blood,  and  emunctorms  to  throw  them  structure  of  the  animal  machine.    If  i 

off  fnm  the  q^stero-^uddreds  of  muscles  for  formed  to  move  only  in  one  directio 

moving  the  difllerent  members  of  the  body,  and  joints  of  the  fingers,  it  is  intended  t< 

for  conveying  the  whole  corporeal  firame.firom  those  inconveniences  which  would  i 

pboB  to  place— hundreds  of  fine  cords  infinitely  have  been  feh,  had  it  been  capable  of  i 

nmified  over  the  whole  body,  to  convey  seim^  eveiy  direction.    If  aaotherkind  of  joi 

tkn  to  aO  its  parts  ;  and  thotimnds  of  millions  of  structed  so  as  to  move  in  every  direct 

perforations  to  be  made  in  the  skin,  through  intended  to  enable  us  to  perform,  witJ 

which  the  insensible  perspiration  might  oonti-  those  m:>vements  and  operations  whi 

Dually  flow.    To  support  this  fine  and  delicate  otherwise  have  been  either  impomible 

STttem  of  vessels,  hundreds  of  bones  of  diver-  been  attended  with  the  greatest  iaooi 

mfied  forms,  and  difierent  sizes,  and  connected  and  pain.    There  are  certain  parts  < 

together  by  various  modes  of  articulation,  r^  with  the  human  frame,  whoee  precise 

quired  to  be  constructed  and  arranged,  and  nice-  not  be  accurately  determined,  but  this 

ly  adapted  to  their  peculiar  functions  ;  and  hun-  to  our  limited  knowledge  of  the  various 

dreds  of  tendons  and  ligaments,  to  connect  these  which  are  requisite  to  be  performed  in 

bones  with  the  muscles,  and  with  every  other  plicated  machine.     In  no  instance  whs 

part  of  the  animal  fi'ame.    This  machine  re-  it  be  shown,  that  the  infliction  of  pain 

quired  to  be  preserved  in  constant  action,  whether  jeot  of  any  one  part  or  function  of  who 

we  be  sleeping  or  waking,  sitting  or  standing,  in  are  uncertain ; — and  it  is  conformablo  t 

motion  or  at  rest.    The  heart  required  to  give  tates  of  the  soundest  reason  to  concl 

ninety-six  thousand  strokes  every  twenty-four  since  every  part,  whose  use  wecanaec 

hours,  to  send  ofl*streams  of  the  vitiU  fluid  through  adapted  to  communicate  pleaswe,  ov 

hundreds  of  tubes,  and  to  impel  the  whole  mass  part,  throughout  every  branch  of  the  an 

of  blood  through  every  part  of  the  body  every  tern,  is  calculated  to  produce  a  similar 
four  minutes.    The  lungs  required  to  be  in  con-        It  is  true,  indeed,  that  pain  is  frsqi 

slant  play,  expanding  and  contracting  their  thou-  in  the  different  members  which  oon 

sand  vesicles,  at  leui t  twenty  times  every  mi-  corporeal  system  ;   but  this  is  not  ows 

nute,  to  imbibe  the  oxygen  of  the  atmosphere,  original  construction,  but  to  the  .der 

and  to  transmit  its  enlivening  influence  to  the  which  its  parts  receive,  either  firom  inl 

circulating  fluids— the  stomach  to  be  dissolving  ease  or  from  external  violence  :  and  s« 

the  food,  and  preparing  it  fo^the  nourishment  of  quences  are  the  effects  either  of  the  fol] 

the  body — the  liver  and  kidneys  to  be  drawing  in  exposing  his  body  to  danger,  or  ui 

off  their  secretions — the  lactealstobemttracting  members    for  improper   purposesf  ■< 

nutritious  particles,  to  be  conveyed,  by  the  ah-  physical  changes  which  have  hapiicw 

8ori»ent  vessels,  into  the  mass  of  blood— and  the  system  of  nature  since  man  was  era 

perspiration,  which  might  otherwiM  clog  the  of  those  depraved  and  immoral  paaaioi 

wheels  of  the  whole  machina,  to  be  thrown  off  so  frequently  agitate  and  coavulae  his 

iMtiMDtly  throoili  miUigni  of  poraa.    All  thia  frams. 
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Ui  now  endMvoar,  if  we  aw,  to  aiui  up  a 
tb«  bietiiiigs  which  we  eojoj  fnim  these 
imagoroenta  of  our  beneficent  Creator, 
bodies  there  are  reckooeo  245  botua^  each 
having  forty  distinct  scopes  or  inlentioos, 
416  muscles  for  the  purpoee  of  motion,  each 
ai  least  tan  several  intentions.  All  these 
tmdj  avery  mooem  to  peribrm  their  fuoc- 
i  and  every  breath  we  draw,  whether  we 
MMioa  or  at  rest,  asleep  or  awake,  a  hu»- 
■osdea  at  least  are  in  constant  action.  In 
Ml  of  breathing,  we  respire  at  least  twenty 
ofory  Buoma;  the  heart  exerts  its  muoco- 
in  propelling  ^  blood  into  the  arteries 
every  ninute ;  the  stomach  and  ab- 
•scles  are  every  moment  in  action, 
the  eurioua  little  bones  of  the  ear  are  ever 
to  eonvey  sensations  of  the  softest  whisper 
brain.  So  that,  without  an  hyperbole,  or 
eitravagance  of  expression,  it  may 
and  itterally  be  said,  that  we  enjoy  a  f^boa- 
kUmingM  mmy  aninilt,  and,  consequently, 
thonsand  every  hour,  and  one  million  four 
and  forty  thousand  vfwy  day.  For,  if 
BM  of  these  numerous  fonctions  were  to 
or  to  be  iatamipled,  pain,  and  even  death 
■ighl  be  induced.  Let  us  ask  the  man 
la  gaaping  for  breath,  under  an  incurable 
or  him  who  is  smarting  under  the  pain 
C*  tooUMtcho, or  him  who  has  wounded  anerve, 
■^artery,  or  a  vein,  or  him  who  has  disk)cated 
iiiaboakifer-blada,  if  be  wouki  not  consider  it  as 
k  peediar  blessing  to  have  the  functions  of  na- 
■n^  reaunad  to  tbehr  original  action  ?  And  if 
IM  member  out  of  joint,  or  one  function  out  oC 
miar,  prodnees  so  much  pain  and  uneasiness, 
mar  grateful  ought  we  to  feel  for  the  thousands 
4  blessings  we  eigoy  every  moment,  while  the 
ibeala  of  the  animal  machine  are  moving  on 
ailh  araoothnen  and  hai-mony !  If  we  consider 
ba  Bomber  of  years  during  which  these  blessings 
ittva  been  oontinued^— if  we  consider  the  roer- 
IM  received  in  ohiUhood,  which  have  been  long 
verlooked  or  foiigotten«— if  we  count  the  many 
igbta  which  we  have  passed  in  sound  repose, 
ad  the  many  days  we  have  enjoyed  without 
odiiy  painr-^  we  reflect  oo  the  numerous  ob- 
seta  .oif  sublimity  and  beauty  with  which  our 
yaa  have  been  delighted,  the  numerous  sounds 
rhicb  have  oharmed  our  ears  and  cheered  our 
earts,  and  the  numerous  gratifications  which 
or  other  senses  have  received ;  if  we  conskler 
9W  oAan  food  has  been  provided  and  adminis- 
ired  for  the  nourishmmit  of  our  bodies,  and 
ooa  how  many  visible  and  invisible  dangers  we 
av0  been  delivered— and,  if  we  view  all  these 
Mntlem  blessings  as  proceeding  every  moment 
Him,  "  whose  hands  have  made  knd  &sh- 
*'  and  who  *'  breathed  into  our  nostrils 
m  bffvatb  of  lifoi*!  oan  we  forbear  to  reoogntse 
■r  Almi^ty  Beoe&otor  as  worthy  of  our 
MHiB  affiwtina  mmI  oar  BoaC  lively  ^atttudaf 


**  For  me,  when  I  forget  the  darling  themes- 
Be  my  tomt^e  mute,  my  fancy  paint  no  more. 
And,  dead  lo  joy,  forget  my  heart  tu  heat." 

Under  an  impretsioa  of  the  diversified  agencies 
nf  Dtvine  Wisdom  which  are  incessantly  contri- 
buting to  our  enjoyment,  and  of  the  vast  profu- 
sion of  our  Creator's  beneficeboe  which  we  be- 
bokl  around  us,  and  experience  every  passing 
hour,  can  we  forbear  exclaimmg  with  the  eora|H 
tured  poet: — 

**  When  aU  thy  mercies,  O  my  GodI 

My  rising  soul  surveys, 
Transported  with  the  view,  I*ra  lost 

In  wonder,  love,  and  praise. 
.  Through  every  iierlod  of  my  Ufli 

TLy  Koodness  TU  proclaim ; 
And,  after  death.  In  distant  worldSi 

Keuew  the  glorious  tbeme. 
Tbroosh  all  eternity  to  Thee 

A  joyful  none  I'll  raise: 
For,  oh !  eternity  's  too  short 

To  utter  ail  thy  praise.** 

If,  then,  the  coostructioa  of  oar  bodies,  and 
the  terrestrial  scene  in  which  we  are  placed,  pre- 
sent ao  maay  striking  disphtys  of  wisdom  and 
benevolenoe,  what  an  astooishiag  and  traoapofft- 
ing  scene  of  divine  benignity  wouU  burst  upon 
the  view,  were  we  permitted  to  explore  thinM 
more  extensive  provinces  of  the  empire  of  Omni- 
potence, where  physical  and  moral  evil  have 
never  shed  their  baleful  influence  to  interrupt 
the  happinem  of  intellectual  natures !  CouU 
we  soar  beyond  the  regions  of  the  phwetary 
system;  coidd  we  penetrate  into  that  immensity 
of  worlds  and  beings  which  are  scattered  in 
magnificent  profiisioo  through  the  boundlem 
fields  of  ether ;  could  we  draw  aside  the  veil 
which  now  conceals  the  grandeur  and  beauty  of 
their  physical  economy  waA  arrangements ;  coukf 
we  behcrid  their  inhabitants  arrayed  in  robes  of 
beauty,  with  ecstatic  joy  beaming  (mm  their 
countenances,  basking  perpetually  in  the  regions 
of  bliss,  united  to  one  another  by  indissoluble 
bands  of  k»ve  and  aflection,  without  the  least 
apprehension  of  evil,  or  of  an  interruption  to 
their  enjoyments  ;  and  looking  forward  with  con- 
fidence to  an  interminable  succession  of  delighted 
existence ;  couU  we  retrace  the  history  of  their 
Creator's  dispensations  towards  them  since  the 
firstmoment of  their  existence,  and  the  peculiar 
displays  of  divine  gkiry  and  benignity,  that  may 
occasionally  be  eodiibited  to  their  view, — it  ia 
more  than  probable,  that  all  the  displays  of  wis- 
dom and  benevolence  which  we  now  behold,  nu- 
merous as  they  are,  wouki  be  thrown  completely 
into  the  shade,  and  that  this  worid  would  appear 
only  as  a  Lazar-house,  when  compared  with  the 
bright  /and  transporting  scenes  of  the  eeleatial 
workls.  This  we  are  infollibly  led  to  conclude, 
in  regard  to  a  certain  clam  of  utelligences  in 
the  foture  state,  by  the  exprera  declarations  of 
Scripture.  For  thus  it  is  written,  <*  Eye  hath 
not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,  neither  have  entered  into 
the  heart  of  maa,  the  thingi  whkh  God  hath 
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prepared  hr  tbtm  tint  love  Um."    And  if  r»>  the  Mrdi  mtkm  thnr  ant*,  and 

Borated  men  ihdi  experience  euch  ■nperior  en-  dvreltinge.    The  high  hills  ere  i 

jojmonta  in  the  etenml  woridi  there  can  be  no  wild  goau,  and  the  rodu  for  t 

donbc  that  all  thoeeialeUigenoMi,  in  every  region,  appointed  the  moon  fbreeaaoii 

who  have  retained  their  primitive  inteipritv,  are  enlighten  the  world ;  he  makef 

at  thii  moment  in  the .  powtnion  of  nmihur  tain  for  the  utght,  till  the  wn  ai 

Craaeporting  enjojmenta.     It  mort,  therefor«|  goeth  forth  to  hit  work  and  to  h: 

have  an  additional  tendency  to  elevate  oor  affeo-  evening.    How  manifold  are  thy 

tioni  to  the  Sapreme  Intelligenoei  when  we  In  wiadom  hast  thou  made  them 

view  Him  not  only  communicating  happiness  to  foH  of  thy  ridies ;  so  is  the  grei 

die  various  tribes  of  beings  which  people  our  wherein  are  things  creeping  in 

gk)be,  but  also  distriboting  streanA  of  folieity  in  small  and  great  beasts.  These  al 

boundless  provision,  aoMag  the  inhabitants  of  that  thou  mayesC  give  them  tht 

uanumbered  worids  season.    Thou  givest  th«a — th 

I  shall  now  conclude  my  iBostratioas  of  this  openest  thine  hand— they  are  1 

topic,  by  eshibitittg  a  fow  instances  of  tiie  wie-  Thou  hidesi  thy  fiuse— 4hey  are 

dom  and  goodness  of  God  as  delineated  in  the  sendest  forth  thv  spirit— they  ai 

Sacrud  Scriptures.  thou  renewest  nie  foee  of  the  ea 

*'TheLoRf  is  good  to  all,  and  his  tender  mer-  of  the  Lord  shall  endare  for  ev« 

ei«  are  over  aH  his  works     He  stretched  forth  rejoice  in  all  his  works.    He  is 

the  heavens,  and  laid  the  faaadation  of  the  earth,  and  earth ;  he  giveth  to  allr  Hfo, 

aad  formeth  the  spirit  of  bmb  within  him.    He  all  things ;  he  Inth  made  of  one 

planted  the  ear,  and  formed  liie  eye ;  and  he  of  men,  to  dwell  on  all  the  fooei 

breathed  into  our  nostrils  the  biaath  of  life.    In  hath  determined  the  times  befon 

bis  hand  is  the  eool  of  every  living  thing,  and  the  the  bounds  of  their  habitation, 

breath  of  all  mankind    With  him  is  wisdom  and  live,  and  move,  and  have  oor  be 

■Ireagtfa,  and  his  uaderstandiag  is  infinite.    He  unto  Jehovah  as  long  as  I  live ; 

ia  woaJerfol  in  oooasel,  and  wesUst  in  working,  see  to  my  God,  white  I  have  n 

Ho  hath  aetahlishsd  the  world  bj  his  wiadom,  utter  abundantly  the  memory  oi 

and  stretched  out  the  heavens  bj  his  onderstaad-  noes,  and  speak  of  all  his  wondr 
ing.    O  the  depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wis-        The  inspired  writers  rise  tost 

dom  and  the  knovrledge  of  Ood!  how  unsearcba-  when  they  celebrate  the  Divine 

bis  are  his  operatioBS,  and  his  ways  past  finding  forence  to  our  eternal  salvation, 
out !    He  causeth  the  vapoars  to  ascend  from        <*  Praise  ye  Jehovah,  for  Jeho 

the  eads  of  the  earth ;  he  Madeth  up  the  wa-  remembered  us  in  our  low  estal 

tors  in  his  thick  cktuds,  and  the  cloud  is  not  endnreth  ibr  ever.    I  will  prais 

rent  under  them.    He  hath  compassed  the  wa-  my  Qod,  with  cU  my  hearty  and 

tars  with  bounds,  until  the  day  ud  night  come  ntme  for  evermore ;  for  great  is  i 

to  an  end.    He  visits  die  earth  %ai  water-  me,  and  thou  hast  delivered  m; 

eth    it ,  lie  greatly  enricheth  it  with  rivers ;  he  loweet  hell.    God  so  loved  the 

prepareth  com  for  its  inhabitants ;   he  water-  gave  bw  only-begotten  Son,  tha 

eth  the  ridges  thereof  abiadaatly ;  he  settleth  Ueveth  on  him  should  not  perisl 

the  fiirrows  thereof;  he  maketh  it  soft  with  lasting  life.    He  sent  an  angel  i 

shovrers  ;  he  bissseth  the  springing  thereof ;  he  glory  to  announce  his  birth  \  at 

aowBsdi  the  year  with  his  goodness,  and  bis  the  heavenly  host  to  proclaim,  ( 

paths  drop  fiitness.    The  pastorss  are  clothed  the  highest,  peace  on  earth,  a 

with  flodw ;  the  valleys  are  covered  over  with  men.    He  spared  not  his  own  8 

oon,  and  the  little  hilb  are  encircled  with  joy.**  him  up  for  us  all— and  shall  he  c 

"  He  seodedi  the  springs  into  the  valleys  fi>eely  give  us  all  things?    Bles 

which  run  among  the  hills ;  Aey  give  drink  to  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  < 

every  beast  of  tlM  field.    Beside  these  springs  blessed  us  with  all  spiritual  bleei 

the  fowls  of  heaven  have  their  habitation,  whidi  things  in  Chrbt ;  in  whom  we 

sing  among  the  branches.  He  causeth  the  gran  through  bis  blood,  the  forgiver 

to  grow  for  the  cattle,  and  herb  for  the  serviceof  cording  to  the  riches  of  his  gr 

man ;  and  wine  that  maketh  glad  the  heart  of  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  all  that  v 

■lan,  and  oil  that  maketh  hiefooe  to  shine,  and  his  holy  name ;  whoforgiveth  al 

bread  that  atreagtheneth  his  hsart.    He  planted  who  healeth  all  thy  disMses ;  wl 

the  tall  trees  and  the  oedan  of  Lebanon,  where  life  from  destruction,  and  crown 

ing  kindness  and  tender  merciei 

•  la  tUa,  and  aeverti  other  qnotations  from  tha  is  high  above  the  earth,  so  gi 

^ ^^S^JSS^SS^^uSS^.^  towaFd  them  that  fear  him.    t 

^       ^-  "Tiiiinri^  \ggf^  is  fi«B  everkatlBg  ta  a 
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Ai«»"*^    r©%r  him;  aoJ  hiJ  rigfateouvirass  unto  tion  of  the  benevoli-nce  of  ihe  Deity.    Goodnen 

dtfW'*''?  ^ildren.  Many, ()  Lord, my Qod, are  is  the  genuMf  mercy  the  «pfeie«.     The  goodness 

ihy  wooA^ful  works,  which  thou  hut  done,  and  of  God  extends  to  all  the  creatures  he  has  formed, 

ihy  .'^''"'S        ^'^  **•  ^*"*  J  ^^^y  cannot  he  reckoned  of  wliatever  description  or  character,— to  the 

«p  ^"  ^^^  unto  then ;  if  l'  wotild  declare  and  fowls  of  the  air,  the  tishes  of  the  sea,  the  micit^ 

gpeak  w^th«(Q^  (^y  ^e  more  than  can  bo  num-  scopic  aniroaicula,  and  the  roost  wicked  class  of 

l^rw.*-I  will  praue  iljee,  for  I  am  fearfully  and  human  beings,  as  well  as  to  angels,  archangels, 

wcoderaally  mmie:  marvellous  are  thy  works,  snd  other  superior  intelligences.    Mercy  can 

Ho*  P'^cioaa  are  thy  thoughts  (or  desijrng)  have  a  reference  only  to  those  who  have  sinned 

towarat  me,  OGod!  how  great  is  the  sum  of  again»t  their  Milker,  and  rendered  themselves 

tbsM*    If  I  should  eoimt  t}iem,  they  aro  more  unworthy  of  his  favours.    It  consists  in  the  be- 


M  wnbor  than  die  sand."  siowment  of  blessings  upon  those  who  have  for- 

T^  i^  Appears,  that  both  the  system  of  na-  feited  every  claim  to  them,  and  have  n>ndered 

tMre»  and  the  system  of  revelation,  concur  in  themselves  obnoxious  to  punishment.    It  cannot 

t^ibiling  Oie  wisdom  and  benevolence  iif  the  be  exercised  toward  "  the  angels  who  have  kept 

Dei^  M  calculated  to  excite  the  highest  degree  their  first  estate,"  or  towards  any  other  class  of 

of  ardsDt  afiectioo  in  the  minds  of  the  whole  in-  h<»ly  intelligences,  because  they  do  not  stand  in 

•^^VW  creation.    If  an  atom  of  gratitude  is  need  of  its  exercise. — The  pattenee  or  forhvgh- 

los  to  an  earthly  benefactor,  it  is  impossible  to  fxiict  of  God,  is  that  attribute  of  his  nature  which 

Ml  bopads  to  that  affection  and  gratitude  which  consists  in  his  bearing  long  with  sinners,  and 

M^  incossamly  to  rise  in  our  hearts  towards  refraining  from  inflicting  deserved  punishment, 

iksCrtaiorof  the  universe,  who  is  the  "Father  notwithstanding  tlieir  impenitence,  and  lon^ 

tf  Bveies,  and  the  God  of  all  consolation.*'  continued  provocations. 

And,  thsfefiffe,  we  need  not  wonder,  that  *'  holy  These  attributes  are  seldom  displayed,  in  our 

■^  of  eld,*  wboflo  minds  were  overpowered  world,  by  one   man,  or  class  of  men,  towards 

*™  lltts  sacred  emotion,  broke  out  into  languago  another.    Instead  of  clemency,  mercy,  and  for- 

vbidiiroaUbedeemod  extravagant,  by  the  frigid  bearance,  wo  find  in  the  character  of  mankind, 

BonliMi  of  the  present  age.     Under  a  sense  of  as  delineated  in  the  page  of  history,  the  princi- 

^  Qubounde:!  love  and  goodness  of  God,  the  pie  of  revenge  operating  more  powerfully  than 

^Imist  fdt  his  heart  elated,  and  (brvned  those  almost  any  other  disposition  ;  and,  therefore, 

pi^  resolutions :  *' Seven  times  a  day  will  I  when  any  striking  instance  of  mercy  and  kmg- 

K*>^  Ihee,  O  Lord !    At  midnight  will  I  rise  to  suffering  is  exhibited  in  hutnan  conduct,  we  are 

girA  thanks  to  thee,  because  of  thy  righteous  disported  to  wonder  at  it,  and  to  admire  itasau 

P'Wpts,  I  will  rejoice  in  (he  way  of  thy  pre-  extraordinary  moral  phenomenon.  When  we  be- 

npU,  u  much  as  in  all  riches.     The  law  of  thy  hold  a  personage  wlio  is  possessed  of  every  de- 

■onib  is  better  unto  mo  than  thousands  of  gold  f^ri-c  of  mural  and  physical  power  for  crushing  his 

■adiilrer.    Oh,  how  I  love  thy  law!  it  is  my  enemies — ^yet  remaining  calm  and  tranquil,  and 

■wfitation  all  the  day.     I  will  speak  of  thy  tos-  forbearing  to  execute  deserved  punishment,  not- 

tioMoies  befbro  kings,  and  will  not  be  ashamed  withstaU'ling  repeated  insults  and  injuria,  we 

of  thy  commandments.     Whom  have  I  in  heaven  Are  led  to  a^hnire  such  qualities,  as  indicating  a, 

bat  thee?  and  there  is  none  u\wn  earth  that  I  cerminde^^ree of  greatness  and  benevolence  of 

dssire  beside  theo.     As  tlie  hart  panteth  afler  mind.     On  this  principle,  we  admiro  the  for^ 

the  brooks  of  water,  so  panteth  my  soul  afier  bearance  of  David,  the  anointed  king  of  Israel, 

(hs«,  0  God  !"     Under  similar  emotions,  the  towards  Saul,  his  bitterest  enemy,  when  he  had 

Apostle  Paul  exclaims,  **I  am  persuaded  that  An  opportunity  of  slaying  him  at  the  cave  of  En- 

neither  death,  nor  life,  nor  angels,  nor  principal-  gcdi ;  and  afterwards,  when  he  was  sleeping  in 

ities,  nor  powers,  nor  things  present,  nor  things  a  trench  at  Hachila ; — and  at  the   clemency 

to  come,  shall  be  able  to  separate  us  firom  the  which  ho  exercised  tawards  Shimei,  who  had 

bvoofGod,  which  is  in  Christ  Jesus  our  Lord."  cursed  and  insulted  him,  and  treated  him  most 

reproachfully.     On  the  same  principle,  we  ad- 

mire  the  conduct  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  a  man 

of  known  courage  and  honour,  towards  a  certain 

SECTION  v.  rash,  hot^ieaded  youth.    Being  very  injuriously 

treated  by  this  impertinent  mortal,  who  next  pr(H 

Ml  THB  MUtOT  AHD  PATiEiicx  07  OOD.  ceeded  to  duUUnge  him,  and,  on  his  refusal,  spit 

on  him,  and  that  too  in  public  ; — the  knight  ta- 

Another  feature  in  the  divine  character,  which  king  out  his  handkerchief,  with  great  calmness, 

fa  pecoliarly  calculated  to  excite  admiration,  a&  made  him  only  this  reply :  "  Young  roan,  if  I 

fetion,  and  gratitude,  is  the  nurey  and  padtncB  could  as  easily  wipe  your  blood  from  my  con- 

9f  CM.  science,  as  I  can  this  injury  firom  my  face,  I 

Mercy  has  its  source  in  the  divine  goodness,  would  this  moment  take  away  your  life." 

mA  aay  be  oonridered  aa  a  particular  mo(iifica-  In  order  to  exhibit  the  mercy  and  loog-aot 
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fering  of  the  Deity  in  their  true  light,  let  ui  ooo-  ded  for  man  ami  beast,  were  demtnyvi,  wti 

•ider,  for  a  moment,  some  of  the  leading  featurea  trampled  down  a*  ihc  mire  of  the  streets.    Aaif 

in  the  conduct  and  the  character  of  mankind.—  what  adds  to  the  enormity  of  such  dreadid  paa* 

Whether  we  go  back  to  the  remote  ages  of  an-  siona,  they  have  often  had  the  ^rootery  to  » 

tiquity,  or  review  the  present  moial  state  of  the  plore  the  assistance  of  the  God  of  mercy  a  tiui 

inhabitantsof  our  globe,  we  shall  find  the  fol-  work  of  horror  and  destmclioo.    When,  to  aB 

lowing,  among  other  similar  trails,  in  the  charac-  these  aboniitiable  dispositions  and  fMmctieee,  art 

ter  of  the  great  mass  of  this  worki's  population  ^  add,  the  the  numerous  other  acta  of  atroetef, 

— An  utter  forgetfubuM  of  God^  and  the  yreva^  that  are  daily  committed  in  every  quarter  of  tie 

ienee  of  abominable  vlolatrie*.    Though  au  invi-  world, — the  oppression  and  injustice  whkfa  ikr 

tible  and  omnipotent  energy  may  be  clearly  per-  poor,  the  widow,  aiul  the  falherlesa  have  suffered 

ceived  in  that  majestic  machinery  by  'vhich  the  from  the  overwhelming  head  of  power  ;  the  per" 

vault  of  heaven  appears  to  be  whirled  round  our  secutioua  which  tyranny  hae  inflicted  on  the  a^ 

globe  from  day  today  ;  and  though  every  return-  lect  few,  who  have  raised  their  voices  agaJMl 

ing  season  proclaims  the  exuberant  goodness  of  such  abominations  ;  the  falsehood,  and  trett^aiy, 

that  Being  who  arranged  our  terrestrial  habita-  and  peijury,  which  are  rampant  in  every  huid; 

lion, — ^yet,of  the  great  majority  of  human  beings  the  lewd  and  unnatural  criraee  that  are  dai^ 

that  have  hitherto  existed,  or  now  exist,  it  may  committed;  the  thefis,  and  murdera,  and  aant' 

with  truth  be  said,  that  "  God  is  not  in  all  their  sinatioos,  that  are  incessantly  perpetratiag  ia 

thoughts,  and  the  fear  of  God  is  not  before  their  some  one  region  of  the  world  or  another ;  dv 

eyes?'    And  how  grovelling  have  been  tlie  con-  haughty  pride  and  arrogance  which  so  BMBy  tf 

captions  of  those  who  have  professed  to  offer  the  puny  sons  of  men  assume ;  the  munmiriBp 

dieir  adorations  to  a  superior  Intelligence !  They  and  complainings  at  the  dispensations  of  Pkon* 

have  changed  the  glory  of  the  inconuptible  God  dence,  and  the  base  ingratitude  with  whieh  the 

into  an  image  made  lUie  to  corruptible  man,  and  majority  of  mankind  reeeive  the  boontjes  of 

iMTe  invested  with  the  attributes  of  divinity  a  heaven  ; — and  when  we  consider,  for  bow  many 

Mock  of  marUe,  the  stock  of  a  tree,  a  stupid  ox,  thousands  of  years  these  aboaunaUe  liiipnaitiniis 

and  a  crawling  reptile  :  to  which  they  have  paid  have  been  displayed,  we  have  reason  to  woodsr 

that  worship  and  homage  which  were  due  to  the  that  condign  punishment  is  not  speedily  execuedy 

Ahnigjhly  Maker  of  heaven  and  earth. — BUu-  and  that  the  Almighty  does  not  interpose  Ul 

fhtmy  and  impidy  is  another  characteristic  of  omnipotence,  to  shatter  this  globe  to  atoaM,  aid 

the  majority  of  our  species.    How  many  have  to  bury  its  inhabitants  in  the  gulf  of  everlasliBg 

there  been  of  our  wretched  ra^  in  all  ages,  and  oblivion. 

how  many  are  there  in  the  present  age,  who  Yet,  notwithstanding  these  depraved  and  oa- 

'*  set  their  mouths  against  the  heavens  in  jrtieir  grateful  dispixiitions  ;  notwithstaiiding  that  ibis 

blasphemous  talk,''  and  *'  dare  defy  the  Omnipo-  spacious  world,  which  was  erected  for  a  temple 

tent  to  arms!"    They  say  to  God,  "Depart  to  the  Deity,  has  been  turned  into  a  temple  of 

from  us,  for  we  desire  not  the  knowledge  of  thy  idols,  its  seas  and  rivers  stained,  and  its  fiekW 

ways  :  What  is  the  Almighty,  that  we  should  drenched  with  the  blood  of  millions  of  horaaa 

serve  him  ?  and  what  profit  should  we  have,  if  beings,  and  its  cities  transformed  into  a  sink  of 

we  pruy  unto  him  ?"     While  his  hand  is  making  moral  pollui  ion ;  in  spite  of  all  these  innumerable 

their  pulse  to  beat,  and  their  lungs  to  play,  and  and  aggravated  provocations,  tlie  God  of  heaven 

while  he  is  dutnbuting  to  them  corn,  and  wine,  still  exercise?  his  mercy,  long-suffering,  andfor* 

and  fruits  in  rich  abundance,  they  are  blasphe-  bearance.  He  impels  the  earth  in  its  annual  and 

ming  his  venerable  Majesty,  and  prostituting  diurnal  course,  to  bring  about  the  interehanget 

these  very  blessings  for  the  purpose  of  pouring  of  day  and  night,  and  the  vicissitudes  of  the 

dishonour  on  his  name.  seasons  ;  he  makes  his  sun  to  arise  on  the  world, 

The  diaholioal  pa$sion»  which  men  have  dis-  to  cheer  the  nations  with  his  light  and  heat ;  he 

played  towards  one  another*  is  another  striking  sends  his  rains,   to  refiresh  the  fields,  both  of 

trait  in  their  character.    War  has  been  their  <<  the  just,  and  of  the  w^  ;'*  he  causes  the 

employment   and    their  delight  in   every  age.  trees,  the  herbs,  and  the  flowers,  to  bod  and  bloe' 

Thousands  of  rational  beings  of  the  same  spe-  som  every  returning  spring ;  be  ripens  the  fiekb  io 

cies  have  set  themselves  io  array  against  thou-  harvest ;  he  crowns  the  year  with  his  bounty,  and 

sands,  and  have  levelled  at  eadi  other  spears,  and  encircles  the  little  hills  with  rejoicing.     Instead 

arrows,  and  darts,  tuid  musquetry,  and  cannon,  of  **  sending  forth  his  mighty  winds,'*  ia  inos^ 

and  every  other  instrument  of  destruction,  till  sani  storms  and  horricanes,  to  tear  ap  whole 

legs  and  arms,  and  skulls,  and  brains,  were  min-  forests  by  their  roots,  and  Io  lay  waste  the  pn^ 

gled  with  the  dust— till  the  earth  was  drenched  duetions  of  the  soil,  he  fans  the  groves  aad  ths 

with  human  gore — till  cities,  and  towns,  and  biwns  with  gentle  breezes,  and  odoriferoosgalss. 

villages,  were  tumbled  into  ruins,  or  given  up  as  Instead  of  opening  the  caUracts  of  heaven,  sod 

a  prey  to  tlie  devouring  flames — SAd  tUl  the  dashing  down  overwhelming  torrsota,  to  dalai* 

hoootka  of  Provideiice,r  which  Ood  had  pvovi-  the  plains^  aad  fiuitraU  tka  hopea  of  MMf » 
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f^ieriKBtlie  porched  ground  with  gentle  show-  viotis  mun  devising  schemes  for  the  ruin  and 

«n,  MM  if  they  proceeded  from  a  watering*p<)t.  divMi ruction    of  his    neighbour— the    mutinous 

Instead  of  confining  our  sensitive  enjoyment*  to  crew,  in  the  mid&t  of  the  ocean,  rising  up  against 

twead  and  water,  as  if  we  were  the  (enanfs  of  a  iht* ir  superiors,  slashing  them  with  their  sabres, 

jail,  he  has  strewed  our  gardens  and  fields  with  and  plimgin^r   their  bodies  into   the  deep— the 

ererj  varietj  of  luxuriant  delicacies,  lo  gratify  gamester  ruinuig  a  whole  family  by  a  throw  of 

every  appetite.     Instead  of  directing  the  light-  the    dice — the  akcplic  sporting  with  the  most 

si&«i  to  set  on  fire  the  mountains,  and  tu  level  i«.-irred  truths — the  atheist  attempting  to  defy  the 

our  cities  to  the  ground,  and  the  thund*;rs  to  roll  Omni|>oti>nt — the    prostitute  wallowing   in  the 

tnce^santly  tuxMind  us,  he  commands  this  terrific  niin>  of  imcleanness — the  drunkard  hlaf^phemring 

meteor  to  visit  us  only  at  distant  intervals,  and  the  God  of  heavi;n  in  his  midnight  revels — nii- 

in  its  gentler  operations,  jnst  to  remind  us  what  meroas  tribes  of  human  beings,  in  every  quarter 

tremendous  instruments  ef  destruction  he  is  ca>  of  ih«i  glube,  dashing  out  eadi  other's  brains  in 

pible  of  wielding,  and  that  we  ought  to  *' bo  still  mutual  combat — hypocritical  prolessors  of  reli- 

aod  kmnr  that  He  is  God,"  and  that  *Mie  has  gion,  harbouring  malice  and  revenge  against  their 

pimished  us  less  than  our  iniquities  deserve.'*  brethren — and    thousands   of   other    iniquitous 

O  that  man  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his  mer-  scenes  which  are  daily  presented  before  the  pure 

vy,  and  for  hit  long-aufiering  towards  the  chil-  eyes  of  Omniscience ;  could  he  beheld  all  the 

dren  of  men  !  oAiomiiiable  acts  of  this  description  which  are 

This  character  of  God  is  peculiar  to  htmndf^  perpetrated   on    the  surface   of  our  globe,    in 

and  cannot  be  wpposed,  to  belong,  imless  in  a  the  course  of  a  ningU  day,  and  were  the  elements 

very  inferior  degree,  to  any  created  intelligence,  under  his  control,  f<ir  executing  condign  punish- 

W<tre  the  meekest  man  that  ever  appeared  on  the  ment  on  transgressors, — it  is  more  than  probable, 

theatre  of  our  world— or  were  even  one  of  the  that,  before  another  day  dawned  upon  the  world, 

"highest  iotelligenees  in  heaven  to  b«  invested  the  great  globe  we  inhaliit  would  be  shattered  to 

whh  a  portion  df  the  attribute  of  orooiscience ;  its  centre,  and  enveloped  in  devouring  flames, 

could  he  penetrate,  at  one  glance,  over  all  that  For  no  finite  intelligence  could  refrain  his  in- 

hemisphere  of  our  globe  on  which  the  sun  shines,  dignation  for  a  length  of  years,  or  could  pene- 

aad,  at  the  next  glance,  survey  the  other  heni-  trate  into  all  the  reasons,  why  ** sentence  against 

sphere  which  is  enveloped  in  darkness  ;  could  his  an  evil  work  should  not  be  apetdUy  executed ;" 

«3re  pierce  into  the  secret  chambers  of  every  habi-  why  the  murderer  should  not  be  arrested  by  death 

tation  of  human  beings,  in  every  city,  and  town,  before  his  hand  is  liAed  up  to  strike ;  why  tlie 

«nd  village,  and  especially  into  those  haunts  where  tyrant  should  not  be  cut  off  before  his  victims 

<erijBes  are  .veiled  by  the  shades  of  night  from  are  secured  ;  and  why  the  slave  should  be  doom- 

«very  human  eye  ;  ronid  he  behold  at  ono  glance  ed  to  drag  ovt  so  many  long  years  under  fne  rod 

a!l  the  abomin at ioas  that  are  hourly  perpetrating  of  a  relentless  master.      But  God  beholds  aH 

in  every  region  of  the   wurld — the   pagan  wur-  these  actions  in  all  their  bearings  and  relations 

5hippers  in  Thibet  and   Hindostan,  performing  tu  the  plan  of  his  government,  and  m  all  their 

their  cruel  and  execrable    rites — the  wheels  of  eternal  consequences  ;  and  beholding  them,  he 

Juggernaut  crushing  to  death  its  wretched  devo-  "  keops  silcnre,"  and  refrains  from   executing 

tees — the  human  victims  which  are  tortured  and  imniodiale  and  deserved  punishment, 

sacrificeil,  to  gratify  the  ferocity  of  some  bar-  This  part  of  the  divine  rharactcr,  when  scri- 

baroiis  chief— the  savage  hordes  of  New  Zea-  ously  considered,  is  calculated   to  excite  strong 

land,  feasting  on  the  flesh  of  their  fellow-mea,  emntion<)  of  admiration  and  wonder  ;  and  these 

whom  they  hav»>  cruelly  bntchercd,  and  drinkiRg  emotions  roust  be  raised  to  their  highest  pitch, 

their  blood  out  ef  human  skulls — the  Indians  of  when  we  consider  the  many  instruments  of  ven- 

America,  tearing  with  pincers  the  flesh  of  their  gcance  >ahich  are  every  moment  wielded  by  the 

priitoncrs,  and  enjoying  a  diabolical  pleasure  in  hanri   of  the  Almighty.     If  forbearance  were 

beholdinv  their  torments — iho  haughty  inquisi-  owing  to  tmpotenee,  or  a  want  of  means  for  the 

tors  of  Spain    insultin;;  their  devoted  victims,  inHici ion  of  retributive  .justice,  our  admiration 

in  the  name  of  the  merciful  Saviour,  and  prepar-  would  cease.    But  all  the  elements  of  nature  are 

4ng  tortures,  and  stakes,  and  flames  for  their  de-  under  the  immediate  control  of  the  Governor  of 

struction— the  assassin  plunging  his  dagger  into  the  universe  ;  and,  in  a  thousand  modes  incom- 

his  neighbour's  bosom — the  midnight  robb«-r  en-  prchtrnsible  l^  us.  He  could  make  Ihem  tho  in- 

(ering  into  the  abode  of  honest  industry,  stran-  siriiments  of  his  vengeance  to  chastise  a  guilty 

glingita  inmates, and  carrying  oflT their  treasures  world.     **  For  in  his  hand  is  the  soul  of  every 

— the  kidnapper  tearing  the  poor  African  from  living  thing,  and  the  breath  of  all  mankind."  Let 

his  wifo  and  children,  and  native  land — the  un-  us  ronsidcr,  for  a  little,  somn  of  those  agents 

iceling  planter  and  overseer  lashing  his  degraded  which  lie  within  the  sphere  of  our  knowledge  in 

slaves — tyrants  and  persecutors  dragging  "  the  the  system  of  nature. 

«icellent  ones  of  the  earth"  to  prisons,  to  dun-  Of  all  the  elements  of  nature,  there  is  none 

CNiis,aiid  te  gibbet»-^cbe  naleveleat  and  en-  mere  deligbifid  and  beautifol  in  iu  eflTects  thar 
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light.    "  Truly  the  light  i<  iweet,  and  a  pleasant  to  the  distance  of  a  thousand  minions  of  mSm, 

thing  it  Is  for  the  eyes  to  behold  the  sun."     It  might  be  employed  as  ministers  of  wtnguan, 

diffuses  a  thousand  shades  of  cofouring  over  the  Tlifre  are  al  least  a  hundred  oomcfs  coaiclsi 
hills,  the  vales,  the  rivers,  and  the  boundless  deep,     with  the  solar  system,  which  are  moving  in  al 

and  opfos  to  our  view  the  glorious  host  of  hca-  directions,  and  crossing  the  orbits  of  the  anithb 

▼en.     Yet  this  delightful  visitant,  by  a  slight  and  the  other  planets.    Were  the  oi  bit  of  one  ef 

modification,  from  the  hand  of  Omnipotence,  is  these  bodies,  in  its  approach  to  the  sun,  to  be 

capable  of  l>eing  tiansformed  into  iliu  ni'>8i  d<!-  bent  in  a  direction  to  that  of  the  earth,  the  neSt 

stniciive  element  in  nature.     Lic;ht  Hies  from  the  alarming  phenomena  would  be  exhibited  in  iht 

nm  at  the  rate  of  200,000  miles  in  a  second  of  heuvens.    A  ruddy  globe,  larger  in  appearance 

lime  ;  and  it  is  owing  to  its  {articles  being  aU  than  the  moon,  would  first  announce  terror  to  tbs 

most  infinitely  small,  that  we  feel  no  incoiiveni-  inhabitants  of  the  earth~every  day  this  terrific 

ence  from  their  rapid  velocity.     But,  were  the  object  would  increase  in  size,  till  it  appeared  to 

Creator  to  condense  several  millions  of  there  fill  the  celestial  hemisphere  with  its  tremendooi 

particles  into  one,  or  impel  them  with  a  still  disk; — the  light  of  the  sun  would  be  edipsed— 

greater  velocity,  the  solid  crust  of  our  globe  the  stars  would  disappear— the  ocean  wcwU  bi 

would  be  perforated  and  shattered  in  every  point  thrown  into  violent  agitation,  and  toes  its  tnUowi 

by  this  celestial  artillery,  and  its  inhabitants  to  the  clouds — the  earth  would  **  reel  to  and  fivi 

would  soon  be  battered  to  atoms.  like  a  drunkard*' — snd  universal  alarm  and  eon> 

Again,  the  aimotphere  which  surrounds  us,  fusion  would  seize  upon  all  the  tribes  of  thefiv* 

and  in  which  we  live  and  breathe ;  which  con-  ing  world.    At  length,  this  tremendous  orb  weuli 

tains  the  principles  of  life ;  which  fans  us  with  approach  with  accelerated  velocity,  and,  soiUig 

its  gentle  gales,  and  wafts  to  our  ears  the  bar-  the  earth  with  a  ertuh,  as  if  heaven  and  eardh 

monies  of  music — is  capable  of  being  converted  had  burst  asunder,  would  shiver  the  globe  ioto 

into  an  instrument  of  terror  and  destruction.     It  fragments,  and  for  ever  exterminate  the  race  «f 

it  composed  chiefly  of  two  different  ingredients ;  man. 

one  of  theee  is  the  principle  of  flame,— and  if        It  will  at  once  be  admitted,  by  every  one  wko 

the  other  ingredient  were  extracted  Irom  the  at-  acknowledges  the  incessant  agency  of  aSopreas 

mosphere,  and  this  principle  left  to  exert  its  na-  Being  in  the  movements  of  the  universe,  diat  any 

five  energy  without  control,  instantly  the  forests  one,  or  all  of  these  effects  combmed,  are  wtdHi 

wouki  be  in  a  blaze ;  the  hardest  metals,  and  the  the  compass  of  Omnipotence  ;  and  not  only  iO| 

most  solid  rocks,  would  melt  like  wax ;  the  wa-  but  they  might  all  be  accompliifbed  with  terrlie 

ters  of  the  ocean  would  add  fuel  to  the  raging  energy  in  the  course  of  a  few  moments.    If  po^f 

element ;  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  the  whole  ex-  man,  by  his  mechanical  dexterity,  can  sirddevly 

pause  of  our  globe  would  be  enveloped   in  one  stop  a  stupendous  machine  whidi  he  has  put  it 

devouring  flame.  motion — if  he  con  impel  red-hot  balls  at  the  rats 

Again,  the  globe  on  which  we  reside  is  whirl-  of  500  miles  an  hour — if  he  can  extract  the  oocy- 

ing  round  its  axis  every  twenty-four  hours,  and  gen  from  a  small  portion  of  the  atmosphere,  and 

is  carried  round  the  sun  with  a  still  greater  ve-  cause  it  to  set  on  fire  the  hardest  metallic  sub- 

locity.    Should  that  Almighty  arm  which  first  stances — we  cannot  doubt  for  a  moment,  that, 

impelled  it  in  its  career,  cause  these  motions  with  infinitely  greater  ease,  the  Almighty  coiM 

aixidenly  to  cease,  mountains  would  be  tumbled  stop  the  earth  in  its  career,  separate  the  compo> 

into  the  sea,  forests  torn  up  by  their  roots,  cities  nent  parts  of  the  atmosphere,  set  on  fire  tbs 

overthrown  and  demolished,  all  nature  would  be  foundations  of  the  mountains,  or  impel  the  blas> 

throvim  into  confusion,  and  terror  and  destruction  ing  comet  towards  the  earth,  to  crush  it  to  atoms, 

would  overwhelm  the  inhabitants  of  the  world.  That  God  hm  been  a  constant  spectator  of  tbe 

Not  only  the  stopping  of  tbe  earth^a  motions,  wickedness  of  man  for  four  thouMnd  years ;  that 

but  even  a  new  direction  given  to  its  axis  of  ro-  he  ha.*,  during  all  that  period,  wielded  in  his 

tation,  would  be  productive  of  the  most  fatal  hands  so  many  terrific  ministers  of  vengeance; 

effects.    The  earth's  axis  at  present  is  directed  and  that  he  has  hitherto  refrained  from  executing 

to  certain  points  of  the  heavens,  from  which  it  deserved  punishment  on  the  workers  of  iniquity 

never  deviates,  but  in  a  very  small  degree  ;  but  — is,  therefore,  a  striking  evidence  that  his  mercy 

were  the  hand  of  Omnipotence  to  bend  it  so  as  is  infinite,  and  that  he  is  "  tong-eoflTering  and 

to  make  it  point  in  a  different  direction,  the  ocean  slow  to  anger,  not  willing  that  any  should  perish}  , 

would  abandon  its  present  bed,  and  overflow  the  but  that  all  should  come  to  repentance.** 
land  ;  and  a  second  universaldeluge  would  over-        It  would,  however,  be  a  most  unwarrutablt 

whelm  all  the  monuments  of  human  grandeur,  conclusion,  from  this  circumstance,  to  imagine 

and  sweep  the  earth's  inhabitanu  into  a  watery  that  God  beholds  with  indifference  tbe  scenes  of 

grave.  iniquity  that  are  hourly  presented  before  him.  b 

Again,  not  only  the  elements  which  immedi-  order  to  show  that  he  is  not  an  unoonowned  speo- 

ately  surround  us,  but  even  celestial  bodies  which  tator  of  the  ways  of  men,  and  that  tbeiMinH 

irt  Joit  BOW  innriUa  to  our  sagM,  and  rtfBovad  mentsofpunishmeatmroalwijofeiUifaMlili' 
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cs  **  e«Both  oat  oTlin  place,  to  pnniA  millioos  of  the  nee  of  Adaa  that  tben  ezutel, 

biteate  of  the  earth  Cm-  their  iaiquif  j,"  onlj  eight  ioJiviJiiab,  after  having  been  toaaed 

lajs  the  hwlineaa  of  hii  nature,  hy  **  ter-  (or  sevMi  muntha  on  the  treroeodot^a  billows  of  a 

Bga  ia  ri^teouMieaa."    In  Mich  viaita-  buundltM  ocean,  aunrived,  to  teU  to  their  poata* 

Im  way  ia  in  the  whirlwind  and  the  rity  the  tidioga  of  thia  univeraal  wreck.    The 

doudaanddarkaeatarerounlaboathim;  dreadful  acenea   of  horror   and   oonaternatioa 

•th  before  him,  and  bumeih  up  bis  vne*  which  must  hare  been  preeeated  at  thia  awfiil 

«md  about;   the  atermy  winds  are  hts  criaia;  the aiupendeua  fbroes  which  muaC  have 

^r«,  and  flames  of  ire  bis  ministers ;  the  been  in  operation  in  the  atmoaphere  «bove,  and 

our  ent  their  waters^  the  sky  sends  forth  in  the  foundaUona  of  the  earth  beneath,  and  the 

;  ifee  voice  of  hia  thunder  ia  in  the  hea-  Uemeodoua  clash  of  elenmital  war  which  moal 

ia  U^oings  enlt|hten  the  «rortd;  the  have  ensued,  thro«j(hout  every  region  of  ^arthf 

akes  and  the  peoide  tremble.'*'    TheAiirw  air,  and  aea, — it  ia  beyoad  the  power  of  llm 

irbich  teara  up  whole  forestaliy  the  rooia,  human  tomgiikation  to  di^iet,  in  all  their  terrifis 

ea  them  about  aa  aUibble,  which  levela  gmndeur.    But  we  have  every  reaaon  to  cq»> 

latapiraa  with  the  ground,  and  dashes  the  elude,  that  the  boctem  of  the  ocean  waa  lifted  up 

t  ahua  againat  each  mher,  till-  they  are  to  the  level  of  the  loAieai  mouniaina,  thatdivop- 

nioabivera,  and  plunged  into  the  deep;  tienaoftbemoantainaandofthedenseatrockae»> 

Inu^a,  whidi  fiU  the  atmaaphere  with  aned,  that  dreadful  eiploaiuoa  reaoooded  through* 

im,  wbieh  shatter  the  atrongeatbuildinga,  out  tlie  whole  eipanae  of  nature,  and  that  tho 

in  whole  herda  of  cattle  into  a  lifeleea  "Mgh^  wntera  buried  their  billowa  with  raaiiU 

dm  pttUkmm,  "  which  walketh  in  dark-  leaa  niry  in  every  direction,  rolling  ImaMMo 

ind  cuta  off  thousands  of  its  victima  in  a  rocks  and  fiireata  from  one  continent  to  anothar, 

o  aeCoane,  belching  fonh  rivera  of  fire,  and  whiriing  the  wrecka  of  differont  regioaB  M 

aofvoundiag  cities  to  tremble,  and  aeod*  the  opposite  mtremitiee  of  the  globe, 

ita  beilowings  over  a  circuit  of  a  thoo-  Were  it  at  any  time  the  intention  of  tbn 

ea  i    thaae.  Mid  many  other  ageata  which  Abnighty  to  inflict  deserved  puaiahmant  on  a 

peraiion  in  the  syaiem  of  nature,  are  ez-  partioilar  diairiet,  or  dnm  of  men,  without  da* 

talptoaiaof  the  dreadful  energy  of  thoae  ranging  the  whole  ainicture  of  onr  globe,  wabava 

s  of  deatmetion,  which  are  oonstamJy  also  an  aKperimental  proof  how  eaaily  thia  oonM 

0  auparintendenoe  of  the  Abnighty,  and  be  effceied,  even  without  infimiging  the  aal»> 
DeaawmaBy  mung  themlbr  the  purpose  of  bliahedhiwa  of  nature.  HebaaoolytooondaMn 
)g  the  aationa  ior  then' iniquities.  the  powecfiit  energiea  of  the  electrical  fluid  in  a 
rtieubr,  tbeeartftfuobsiaeneafthemoat  large  doud,  and  to  deapatrfa  it  on  the  wiafi- of 
inddeatmctive  instruments  of  vengeance,  the  wind,  to  dijdiarge  its  thunderbolts  on  ai^ 
sar  175i,  the  diock  of  an  earthquake  was  partiadar  city,  or  mountain,  er  plain,  and  the 
bbon,  which  levelled  to  the  ground  more  work  of  deetruction  is  instantly  aooomplisbad. 
r  of  that  populous  city,  and  buried  fifty  A  striking  instance  of  thia  kind  happeiied,  in 

1  of  ita  inhabitanu  in  the  ruins.  The  the  year  I77S,  in  the  inland  of  Java,  in  tho  EaaC 
(tended  its  influence  over  an  eitent  of  Indies.  On  the  11th  of  August,  at  the  dead 
lioos  of  square  miles;  and  therefore,  it  hourofnijht,  a  bright  doud  was  observed  oovei^ 

0  conceive,  that,  had  a  little  girater  im-  ing  a  mountain  in  the  diatfict  of  CAcrAon,  and 
en  given  to  the  physical  agents  which  at  the  same  momentaeveralreporta  were  heard, 
i  this  terrible  effect,  the  solid  globe  on  like  those  of  a  caimon.  The  people  who  dwelt 
«  atand  mi^t  have  been  convulsed  to  ita  on  the  upper  parts  of  the  mountain  not  being  able 
md  aU  its  inhabitants  crushed  to  death,  to  fly  with  auflkient  swiftness,  a  great  part  of 
he  universal  ruin.  the  doud,  about  nine  milea  in  ehreumferenee, ' 
save  also  an  ezperiaBeatal  proof,  that  deUchcd  itaelf  under  them,  and  waa  aeen  at  a 
»  physical  principles  in  the  oon«titatioa  distance,  rising  and  Ming  like  the  wavea  of  the 
obe,  sufieient  to  give  it  a  shock  througl^  sea,  and  emitting  giabes  df  fire  ao4amhioua,  dhnt 
y  part  of  its  solid  mass,  and  that  such  a  the  night  became  aa  dear  aa  day.  The  eflbeia 
t  one  period,  it  aotually  received.  When  ef  this  dreadfiil  asploaioo  were  astonish  wig, 
cadneaa  of  man  became  great  upon  the  Every  thing  waa  deatroyed  tor  twenty  milali 

whan  every  imagination  of  the  thoughta  around.     The  hooaea  were  demolisbed ;  tba 

lieart  waa  only  evil  continually,**  the  plantatioaa  were  buried  in  the  earth ;  vaat  noaa- 

t  of  the  great  deep  were  broken  up,  tho  bera  of  goata,  iheep,  and  boraaa,  and  IMO  head 

■  of  heaven  were  opened,  aad  the  whole  of  catile  were  deatroyed ;  and  above  two  thou* 

al  of  our  gkd»e  received  such  a  shock  aa  aand  bnaun  beinga  were  in  a  BMaBsot  phingad 

1  mountains  aaunder,  and  hurled  them  into  the  golf  of  eteraity.*    "  With  God  is  terri* 

alaina:  the  effecta  of  which  are  still 

mTZmZm  aImm  ^iWriA*  bmI  in  tliA  mAJ  *  ItttUa.  snittMi  ntlimr  ITtnitTitltms  nf  tbiBWiiiam 

«avaryAlpnedi«riot,and  wttieaub-  ^.tad  35W  j  cooaldsr  the  DIvlaa  IsiM  aiW 

w  flifMM  ^  tba  earth,  w  U  Iba  giMflap«na  ■wiing %m 9tmSmmmmmS 

ae* 
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ble  majesty.  Who  can  stand  -before  his  tn-iift- 
nation  ?  %vho  can  abide  in  the  fierceness  of  his 
anger?  The  moiiniains quake  before  hirn  ;  tiie 
hills  meh,  and  the  earth  is  burned  at  hiM  (»rc- 
aence."— *•  Let  all  the  earth  fear  the  Lord  ;  let 
all  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  stand  iu  awe  of 
him." 

Thus  it  appears,  that  God  is  not  an  unconcern- 
ed spectator  of  the  ways  of  men — that  hu  has 
every  moment  at  his  command  the  must  de- 
structive elements  of  nature — and  tliat  we  have 
abundapt  proofs  that  titese  destructive  elcmrnis 
have  been  occasionally  used,  for  inflicting  con- 
dign punishment  on  the  workers  of  iniquity. 
Notwithstanding  these  resources  of  vengeance, 
we  find,  by  experience,  that  his  mercy  is  ezer- 
daed,  from  year  to  year,  and  from  century  to  cen- 
tury, towards  a  world,  the  majority  of  whose 
inhabitants  are  daily  trampling  under  foot  hi>  sa- 
cred institutions,  and  his  holy  laws.  The  in- 
stances which  occur,  of  the  devastations  of  the 
hurricane,  the  thunder,  the  volcano,  the  earth- 
ijuake,  and  the  pestilence,  are  comparatively  few. 
And  seem  intended  diiefly  to  arouse  the  attention 
•T  thoughtless  and  ungrateful  man  ;  to  prevent 
him  from  running  to  the  extreme  of  wickeilncss  ; 
And  to  convince  him  that  the  Most  High  ruleth 
in  the  kingdoms  of  men,"  and  that  "  verily 
there  is  a  God  who  judgeih  in  the  earth."  Hence 
we  may  perceive  the  striking  emphasis  of  the 
language  of  the  inspired  writers  :  **  The  Lord 
is  How  to  anger  y^^  and  yet  *<  great  in  power** 

This  display  of  the  exercise  of  perfect  self^ 
command  in  the  Divine  Mind,  is,  therefor^, 
calculated,  as  well  as  his  wisdom  and  goodnes«i, 
to  inspire  us  with  emotions  of  reverence,  admi- 
ration, and  love.    "  The  Lord  is  merciful  and 


ments,  but  without  Infringinir  those  t^neral  laws 
which  arc  found  to  operate  with  undeviating  con- 
stancy In  the  system  of  the  imiverse.  To  explore 
the  manner  in  which  these  general  laws  are  directed 
to  produce  certain  specific  effects,  in  reference  to 
particular  regions  and  trihes  of  m  uikind,  miu*t  ob- 
viously be  beyond  the  limits  of  our  faculties :  unless 
we  could  enter  Into  all  the  designs  of  the  Ktemal 
Mind,  when  he  gave  birth  to  the  universe,  and  ar- 
ranged its  elementary  parts ;  and  unless  we  could 
take  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  remotest  tenden- 
cies of  the  elements  of  nature,  and  the  tiroes  and 
circumstances  in  which  they  shall  produce  a  specific 
and  extraordinary  effect  All  these  tetnlencics  and 
r4rcamstances  were  liefore  the  mind  of  the  Eternal 
Jehovah,  when  he  established  the  plan  of  his  moral 
government ;  and,  therefore,  whatever  events  may 
occur  In  the  physical  system,  must  be  considered  as 
the  accomplishment  of  his  moral  purposes,  in  refer- 
ence to  the  moral  agents  he  has  created.  It  would 
be  presumptuous  in  so  limited  a  tieing  as  man,  to 
determine,  in  every  case,  what  is  the  precise  moral 
reason  of  the  extraordinary  destructive  effects  of 
pliyslcal  agents.  We  can  only  say,  in  eeneral,  that 
they  are  connected  with  the  sin  and  depravity  of 
man.  But,  at  that  solemn  day,  when  the  reasons  of 
the  divine  dispensations  shaJl  be  laid  open,  it  will 
paitiaps  be  ftrand,  that  snch  uncommon  and  alarm- 
ng  mets  were  the  punlshmeut  of  aggravated 
mnsgnaslans,  thepeoaUarraaUgnitjand  tendency 
if  moll  wtn  nnoTtd,  in  a  I 


gracious,  slow  to  anger,  and  plenteoiM  in  itsqf. 
As  the  hcavt-n  is  high  above  the  earth,  so  gnaf 
is  h\<  niercv  toward  them  that  fear  bim.  Bka 
the  Lord,  O  my  soul,  and  forget  not  all  iui 
benefiu." 


SECTION  VI. 

OF   THE   BECTITUDE   OF    THX    DITIFS 
CHARACTER. 

Another  perfection  in  the  character  dtOoif 
which  is  calculated  to  inspire  confidence  and  sA 
feet  ion,  is  his  Justicej  or,  the  RedUudt  of  hii 
nature. 

The  rectitude  of  the  Divine  Being,  in  itsasM 
extensive  sense,  consists  in  doing  that  wliich,  is 
all  cases,  is  right j  upon  the  w^ole ;  or,  in  o^ 
words,  that  which  will  have  the  greatest  Mn> 
dency  to  promote  the  order  and  happiness  of  hit 
universal  empire.  It  includes  under  it,  At 
idea  of  dM/n6ii/tvf  justice,  which  eonsiitis  in  i^ 
wartling  the  gofid,  and  punishing  cbe  bad,  ac- 
cording to  equiiable  laws,  calculated  to  prodnes 
harmony  and  happiness  ihn»ughoot  the  whole 
intelligent  s\-Btem.  This  perfection  of  theDdly 
may  be  considered  as  a  branch  of  his  gennal 
beneoolencft  which  appeara  to  be  tho  soaice  «f 
all  his  moral  attributes,  and  the  spring  of  all 
his  actions.  The  display  of  his  natural  smI 
moral  perfections,  and  the  general  happiness  «f 
the  intelligences  which  exist  throughout  his  is^ 
mense  and  eternal  empire,  appear  to  be  the  great 
objects  in  view,  in  his  moral  government  of  ikt 
universe  :  and,  in  order  to  secure  these  objedSi 
it  is  requisite  that  justice  be  impartially  adoM- 
nistered,  according  to  the  eternal  rules  crfT  recti- 
tude, and  that  *'  every  one  be  rewarded  aocordaif 
to  his  works." 

That  this  attribute  is  possessed  by  the  T)Mm 
Being,  in  the  highest  degree,  appears  finoai  Ihs 
following  considerations.  He  exists,  and  bu 
always  existed,  completely  indtpendent  of  all  Ui 
creatures  ;  he  is  in  the  actual  possessioa  of 
boundless  felicity,  which  no  other  being  can  ii> 
tcrrupt ;  and  is  conseequently  liable  to  no  evil, 
nor  diminution  of  enjoyment.  He  isomi^polMl, 
and  therefore  can  accomplish  whatever  be  plti- 
ses,  and  can  effectually  prevent  whatever  miibt 
detract  from  his  happiness,  or  disturb  die  oreer 
of  his  government.  He  has,  therefore,  aotbiif 
to  fear  from  any  other  being,  and  can  desin 
nothing  from  his  cteatures  to  increnso  his  ftli- 
city.  Consequently,  no  pouibk  moCiat  or  IM^ 
tation  can  exist,  to  induce  him  to  inflict  an  net  c( 
injustice  on  any  of  the  intellectnal  beings  be  bu 
formed.  Injustice,  among  men,  pwwaeJs  eilher 
firom  want  of  intelligence  to  diis  liininan  be> 
tween  what  is  right  ud  wroog ;  froai  Ml  d 
powwlo bring  mtk§m§imglm  ^ft^^^ 
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Che  tmr  of  Mme  evil  or  diiadvantage  which  may  unable,  in  many  instances,  to  trace  the  duiplay 

•riae  from  the  impartial  distribution  of  juMtice ;  of  this  perfection  in  hii  dispensations  towards  the 

from  the  idea  of  some  imaginary  good  of  which  inhabitants  of  our  world.    This  is  owing,  in  part, 

they  mtfht  be  deprived ;  from  some  mental  de*  to  toe  false  maxims  by  which  wef  >rm  a  judgment 

iect  incideiit  to  the  presvnt  state  of  humanity;  of  hid  procedure;  to  the  limited  views  we  are 

firom  aome  prejudice  against  the  individuals  to-  obliged  to  take  of  the  objects  of  his  government; 

wards  whom  justice  ought  to  be  administered ;  to  thu  want  of  a  comprehensive  knowledge  of  the 

or  from  the  indulgence  of  some  cruel  and  de-  wh^tle  plan  of  his  dispensations,  and  the  ends  lo 

praved  dispositions.     But  none  of  these  causes  be  effected  by  them ;  to  the  limited  views  we 

or  motives  can  exist  in  the  mind  of  the  AlUper-  have  acquired  of  the  wholo  range  of  his  univer- 

fect  and  iofioite  Creator.  '  His  comprehensive  sal  dominions;  and  to  our  ignorance  of  the  rela- 

•ye  takea  in,  at  one  glance,  all  the  circumstances,  tions  which  may  subsist  between  our  world  and 

even  the  most  mmute,  on  whioh  a  righteous  de-  the  inhabitants  of  other  provinces  of  the  divine 

ciainn  depends ;  be  is  no  *'  respecter   of  per-  Empire.     We  behold  many  of  **  the  excellent  of 

■one ;"  ho  can  indul^  no  malevolent  disposi-  the  earth,'*  pining  in  the  abodes  (j/t  poverty,  and 

ti<ma ;  1m  ean  oxpeel  no  accession  of  enjoyment  almo<«t  unnoticeil  by  their  fellow-men  ;  while  we 

from  an  act  of  injustice ;  he  has  nothing  to  fear  behold  the  wickod  elevated  to  stations  of  power, 

finiMi  ibo  esaention  of  his  decisions ;  his  power  is  and  encircled  with  riches  anH  splendour.     From 

nil  ■nffic'isBl  to  bring  them  into  full  eflfect,  at  the  a  falsu  estimate  of  true  enjoyimmt,  we  are  apt 

time,  and  in  the  manner,  which  is  most  condu-  to  imagine,  that  misery  surrounds  the  one,  and 

tiTO  to  tho  happiness  of  the  universe;  and  his  be-  that  happiness  encircles  the  other;   and  that 

I,  which  4s  displayed  throughout  all  his  there  is  an  apparent  act  of  injustice  in  these  di& 

I,  efibetoaUy  prevents  him  from  withhdding  ferent  allotments ;  wherea<i,  Grod  may  have  placed 

good,  or  inflicling  evil,  beyond  the  desert  of  the  the  one  in  the  midst  of  workily  prosperity  as  a 

ailgoets  of  his  goveroment.  ptmishment  for  his  sins,  and  the  other  in  obscu* 

Thti  character  of  the  Deity  is  amply  exhibit-  rity,  as  a  stimulus  to  the  exercise  (^virtue.    We 

nd  and  eunfirmed  in  the  dedarations  of  Sacred  behold  a  man  of  piety  and  benevolence  falling 

Seripturo,  vrhera  it  is  asserted,  that  *<  He  is  a  before  the  dagger  of  an  assamin,  who  eecapea 

GkNl  of  truth,  and  without  iniquity ;  just  and  with  impunity :  we  are  startled  at  the  dispensa* 

It  is  ho.'*  **  Thou  art  just,**  says  Nehemiah,  tioo,  and  cunfoiuided  at  the  mystery  of  provi* 


*'  tn  aU  that  it  brought  upon  us ;  for  thou  hast    dence,  and  are  apt  to  exclaim,  "  Is  there  not  a 
right,  but  we  have  done  wickedly."  **  Shall     God  that  judgeth  in  the  earth  V*  Bat,  we  are  ig« 


be  more  just  than  God  ?  Surely  God  norant  of  the  relation  which  such  an  event  bears 
win  not  do  wickedly,  neither  will  the  Almighty  to  the  general  plan  of  the  divine  govemmem— 
pervert  judgment.  Wilt  thou  condemn  Him  of  the  links  in  the  ciiain  of  events  which  preced- 
that  is  most  just?  Is  it  fit  to  say  to  a  king,  cd  it,  and  of  those  which  shall  follow  in  its  train. 
Tboa  art  wicked ;  or  to  princes,  Ye  are  ungod>  We  are  ignorant  of  the  relation  it  bears  to  par- 
ly ?  How  much  less  to  him  who  accepteth  not  ticular  families  and  societies,  or  to  the  nation  at 
llw  persons  of  princes,  nor  regardeth  the  rich  large  in  which  it  happened,  and  even  lo  all  the 
■ore  than  the  poor?*'—"  The  righteous  Lord  nations  ol  the  earth.  An  event  apparently  trivial, 
loveth  righteousness;  he  shall  judjje  the  world  in  or  mysterious,  or,  according  to  our  views,  uo* 
righteousness ;  he  shall  minister  judgment  to  the  just,  may,  for  aught  we  know,  form  an  essential 
people  in  uprightness.  Justice  and  judgment  link  in  that  chain  of  events  which  extends  from 
■w  the  foundation  of  his  throne.  The  Lord  our  the  cumraencement  of  time  to  its  consummation, 
God  is  righteous  in  all  his  works  which  he  which  runs  through  a  tho«isand  worlds,  and 
4alh."  "  I  am  the  Lord  who  exercise  judgment  stretches  into  the  depths  of  eternity.  We  all 
tad  righteousness  in  the  earth.*'  **  God  is  not  kn3w,  that  some  of  the  most  appalling  scenes  of 
mvighteotts  to  forget  your  work  and  labour  of  terror  and  destruction  have  often  proceeded  from 
love  which  ye  have  showed  towards  his  name.—  an  apparently  trivial  accident,  and  that  events  of 
Great  and  marvelkMs  are  thy  works,  Lord  Grod  the  greatest  importance  have  originated  from 
Almighty ;  juat  and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King  causes  so  inconsiderable  as  to  be  almost  over- 
sf  saints.*'  The  equitable  laws  which  he  has  pro-  looked.  The  British  and  Foreign  Bible  Socio- 
■olgafed  to  his  creatures ;  the  justice  he  re-  ty,  which  now  engages  the  attention  of  the  whde 
^oircs  to  be  exercised  by  one  man  to  another ;  mass  of  the  Christian  world,  and  whose  be- 
Us  promises  of  reward,  and  his  threatenings  of  neficent  effects  will  soon  extend  to  the  remotest 
t;    and    the    impressive  judgments  comers  of  the  worM,  derived  its  origin  from  a 


wiiich  he  has  execnted  on  indiridoals,  on  nations,  casual  conversation  between  a  few  obscwe  indi- 

■id  on  dM  worU  at  large,  all  bear  testimony  to  vidoals,  on  the  subject  of  distribnting  the  Scrip- 

4be  sariitencie  of  perfect  rectitude  in  the  divme  tures.  And  the  apparently  trivial  cimwistancet 

thariinlsr.  of  observing  that  a  certain  mineral  substanosi 

But,  aidioagli  Scripture  and  Reason  combine  when  Mi  free  to  move  itasif,  nnMbfly  pointi 
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of  the  knowIeJ^  we  have  acquired  of  the  differ-  ,  In  the  mean  line,  God  has  BOt  left  hoMdT 

ent  regions  of  our  globe,  but  of  ini|iarting  to  without  a  wiineM  to  the  impartiality  of  htsji^ 

miUionn  ofmankiad  incalculable  bleuings,  which  lice  in  hia  allntnients  towardi  men,  in  ifaat  kahv 

will  descend  to  their  posterity  to  the  latest  gene-  invariably  connected  nuMrjf  with  tkt  wnfnh'sn  ^ 

rations.  hu  Imwif  and  Aapptncss  vMih  th$  iiftsiiiii—i  ^ 

Hence  it  appears,  that,  in  our  present  circnm-  tktm.      However    different  the   nHotmenli  if 

■tances,  we  are  altogether  incompetent  to  form  a  mankind  may  be,  in  regard  t»  wealth,  lMMMiar»« 

correct  judgment  of  what  is  just  or  unjust  in  the  station,  it  holds  invariably  true,  that  *<  thorn  ii 

present  dispensations  of  the  Almighty,  unless  wo  no  peace,"  or  aabstantial  hapfnoesa,  **  lo  Ite 

could  survey,   with   the  oye   of  a  seraph,  the  wicked;*'   and  that  "the  man  ia 

ample  plan  of  the  divine  government,— the  whole  fears  the  Lord,  and  delighiv  in  his 

chain  ef  God's  dispensations  towards  our  race,—  ments.***    Place  a  num  on  the  higjheat 

the  nnmeroui  worlds  and  beings  over  which  his  of  earthly  grandeur,  and  let  him     iodpilge  it 

moral  government  extends, — the  relation  which  schemes  of  ambition,  avarice,  pride,  retsfii 

the  ^events  now  passing  among  us  bear  to  other  cruelty,  and  other  violaiiotts  of  the  divine  ten^ 

moral  intelligences,  either  as  subjects  of  con-  and  be  may  as  soon  attempt  to  stop  the  soi  ia 

templation,  as  warnings  of  the  danger  of  apos-  his  coarse,  as  to  expect  substanttal  eojoysMtf 

tacy  from    God,    or  as  motives  to  universal  while  hecnatinuesin  theindulgenee  of  sudian- 

autgection  and  obedience, — and  the  connexions,  levolent  passions.    Place  another  in  the  BMt 

bearings,  and  dependencies  of  the  whde  of  that  obecure  abode  of  human  life,  and  let  him  eierdsi 

moral    sysrem    which    embraces    uanumbered  piety,  benevolence,  hmnility,  and  erery  odMS 


worlds,  and  constitutes  one  grand  and  boundless  Christian  temper ;  and  he  will  enjoy  a 

empire,  under  the  government  of  the  Creator. —  equanimity,  and  a  portion  ef  happiness,  wfaidk 

Even  then,  with  the  eye  and  the  mind  of  a  finite  tho  wicked  can  never  possess,  and  which  ths 

intelligence,  we  should  occasionally  meet  with  wealth  of  the  world  can  neither  give  nor  lakt 

events  which  would  surpass  our  comprehension,  away.     Hence  it  is,  that  «ve  behoM  no  many  ii^ 

and  be  altogether  inexplicable,  on  the  grounds  of  stances  of  disgint  at  life,  and  of  selMeotmctiaai 

the  knowledge  we  had  previously  acquired,  and  anvMig  those  who  are  elevated  to  stations  of  pow* 


diould  still  be  constrainud  to  exclaim,  **  O  the  or,  and  surrounded  with  every  kind  of 

depth  of  the  riches  both  of  the  wisdom  and  the  enjoyment. — This  consideration,  of  itself,  sIkmU 

knowledge  of  God !  How  unsearchable  are  his  silence  every  murmur  thtt  is  apt  to  arise  at  ths 

judgments,  and  his  ways  past  finding  out !"  dispensations  of  Qod*M  providence,  and  convinm 

But  aJihough  **  clouds  and  darkness'*  at  pre-  us  that  "  he  is  righteous  in  all  his  ways,  aoi 

sent  hang  over  the  ways  of  the  Almighty,  so  holy  in  all  his  works.*' 

that  we  cannot,  in  every  instance,  perceive  the        On  the  whole,  then,  it  appears,  that  thejuMim 

rectitude  of  his  procedure,  we  may  rest  satisfied  of  God  has  a  tendency  to  inspire  ns  with  cad^ 

that  "justice   and  jud«;ment    are  for  ever  the  dence,  and  love,  and  joy,  no  less  than  his  mercy 

foundation  of  his  throne ;"  and  we  are  assured,  and  benevolence.    Were  it  not  for  this  perfedioa 

by  the  Sacred  Oracles,  that  a  period  is  approach-  of  the  divine  character,  omnipotence  might  b^ 

ing,  when  the  raysiery  of  Providence  will  be  ua-  come  a  most  terrific  and  tremendous  attribute  flf 

folded,  and  when   all  its  dark  and  perplexing  the  Deity.     Weyshould  have  no  motive  hut  tfasl 

events,  in  reference  to  this  world,  will  be   ex-  of  fear  to  stimulate  us  to  obedience ;  we  sbouM 

plained  to  tlie  full  conviction  of  all  its  assembled  feel  no  security  a^ramst  danger,  and  distress,  and 

inhabitants.     For  "  God  hath  appoin'ed  a  day  the  perpetual   recurrence  of  spectacles  'of  vtt* 

in  which  he  will  judge  the  world  ia  rigkUouanest  geance,  and,  iti  the  course  of  ages,  thespncioni 

by  that  man  whom  he  hath  ordained  ;  whereof  he  universe  might  bo  transformed  into  an  immsnss 

hath  given  assurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he  region  of'*  lamentation,  and  mourning,  and  wo.' 

hath  raised  him  from  the  dead."     Then  *'  the  Were  it  not  fv>r  this  perfection,  the  benevolenes 

secrets  of  all  hearts"  shall  be  disclosed,  and  of  the  Deity  woukl  degenerate  into  weakness  and 

every  man  rewarded  *'  according  to  his  works  ;**  imbecility.      Wicked  men,  and  other  depraved 

for,  <<  God  shall  bring  every  work  into  judgment,  intelligences,  presuming  on  fi'eedom  from  impo- 

with  every  secret  thing,  whether  it  be  good,  or  nity,  and   their    diabolical  pamions  acqniriag 

whether  it  be  evil."    Then  it  will  be  clearly  strength  and  vigour,  by  long  exercise,  would  cany 

perceived,  that  **  vorily  there  is  a  reward  for  the  misery  and  destruction  in  their  train,  wherevrr 

righteous,  and  that  there  is  a  God  that  judgeth  in  they  exerted  their  energies ;  and  would  intemipl, 

the  earth."    Then  the  rectitude  of  Jehovah,  in  and  ultimately  destroy  the  harmoay  and  SMaSf 

every  part  of  his   moral  administration,   will  of  the  intelligent  universe.    But,  while  we  r^ 

diine  forth  in  all  its  lustre ;  a  visible  and  ever-  cognize  the  rectitude  of  the  divine 


lasting  distinction    will  bo  made  between  the    an  immutable  attribute  of  Deity,  we  can  look 
righteens  and  the  wicked,  and  the  whole  intelli-    forward  with  confidence  throu|^  al  the 

Cereation  will  pUtioly  discern  between  **  him 
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tioM,  9mA  to  lU  thoM  0t«nitl  loeiiM  work  p«rmittod|  nifbthare  b«#o  woMCUtodto  a 

•n  MMXMd   the  demolitioQ  of  the  pr»-  much  grMterestenU 

ani  of  thin^  Tully  tMiirad,   that  Gk>d        I  might  also  hare  iUiiftrated  this  subjoet  from 

ivenal  Protoetor  of  his  onoambeml  off^  a  consideraiioo  of  <Ac  rektHona  in  whldi  Qod 

bal  his  powor  will  asfrar  he  inteqwed  stands  to  us,  and  to  all  his  creatures.    He  ii 

aa  act  ofiiytice    that  no  iatellifent  our  Cnatar,  and  we  are  the  workmanship  of  Ui 

1  ever  suffer  a  punishment  beyond  his  hands.    He  formed  our  bodies,  and  he  sustaiof 

md  that  no  happiness  which  his  bene-  our  spirits.    His  physical  energy  is  fdt  fay  us 

MM  devised,  and  hie  word  has  promised,  every  roomeot,  in  making  our  hearts  to  beat,  and 

be  withheld  firom  those  **  who  put  their  oiur  lungs  to  |>lay,  and  in  impelling  the  crimson 

is  name,  and  hearken  to  the  voioo  ofhii  fluid  which  niienlaies  in  our  bodies,  through  a 

Imeats."  thousand  different  tubes.    To  him  we  are  in- 

[  have  eadeavourodto  show,  that  2mm  to  debted  fbr  life,  and  all  its  comforts ;  and  fi>r  aU 

ich  ia  the  first  principle  of  the  moral  the  powera,  capacities,  and  privileges,  which 

■unded  upon  the  natural  and  moral  per-  dignify  our  nature,  and  exalt  us  above  the  lower 

if  the  Deity^—chat  the  attributes  of emnl-  ranks  of  axistenoe.    He  is  our  .^estrMrand 

isiidemy  foorfnsM,  mercjff  farbmrume§t  bountifiil  Jkn^faOor,  who  **  sustains  our  soub 

•s,  are.  calculated  to  excite  thia  noble  in  life,**  who  supports  the  course  of  naturOt  in 

to  the-  hi^ieet  degree  in  the  minds  of  its  diversified  movements,  and  "  daily  ktads  im 

ntsttigences.    I  nu^  also  have  iUua-  with  his  benefits."    To  bis  superintending  pro> 

ia  sAjsct  fiom  considerations  drawn  videnee  we  are  indebted  for  the  food  we  eat,  tha 

infinityt  the  eternity,  the  immntability,  water  we  drink,  the  ddbes  we  wear,  the  air  wa 

loss,  and  vmacity  of  God.     But  the  breathe,  the  Hght  whidi  dmers  us,  the  aplsnddarf 

ma   already  stated,  will,  I  presums,  of  the  sua,  the  milder  radiance  of  the  moon,  tha 

eat  to  demonstrate,  that  this  aflection,  magnifiosnee  of  the  starry  sky,  the  rains  and 

Ktion  with  all  its  kindred  emotions,  dews  which  fertiliie  the  soil ;  the  earth,  with 

oacupy  tha  highest  ptaoe  in  the  human  its  riches  and  abundance ;  the  trees,  plants,  and 

d  in  tha  miiids  of  all  created  intelli-  waving  grain,  which   enrich   oar  fieUs ;  tha 

flowera  which  dsek  the  meadows,  the  beaatifiil 

r,  perhaps,  be  insinuated  by  some,  thai  and  magnificent  cok>uring  which  is  spread  orir 

ding  illosCratlma  have  been  carried  lo  die  terrestrial  landscape,  the  snoceesion  of  day 

lesigth  than  the  nature  of  the  subject  ra-  and  night,  and  the  vicissitude  of  the  swasrwii. 

lad  it  isreadily  admitted,  that  the  mere  In  short,  to  him  we  are  indebted  for  aU  the  oIk  ' 

rgument  did  not  require  so  extended  jects  and  movements  around  us,  whidi  rsodar 

OS.     Every    person  who   knows  the  our  abode  on  earth  convenient,  desirable,  and 

of  the  terms  made  use  of,  wDl  at  once  productive  of  enjoyment, 
ftt,  since  GKx)  is  a  Being  poeseesed  of        He  is  our  JPatim;  and  we  are  his  children, 

power,    infinite    wisdom,  boundless  He  watches  over  us  with  a  tender  care  ;  and, 

Bce,  mercy,  forbearance,  and  perfect  *'  as  a  fetber  pitieth  his  children,  so  the  Lord 

-4ie  ought  to  be  loved  affectionately  and  pitieth  them  that  fear  him."  •  This  tender  and 

f .    But  such  general  and  metaphysical  indissduble  relation  binds  us  to  him  by  tha 

;,  though  perfectly  conclusive  and  in-  strongest  ties,  and  is  calculated  to  excite  the 

tible,  possesses  but  a  slender  influence  moot  ardent  filial  affection  and  gratitude.    ^ 

nind,  in  exciting  it  to  the  cultivation  of  is  our  Scvenign  and  Lawgiver,  and  we  are  hia 

tiona.    For  the  sake  of  ifftpreMum,  it  is  subjects;  and  all  his  laws  are  fimmed  on  the 

f  requisite,  that  the  various  mamfutO'  principles  of  eternal  and  immutable  rectitude, 

Uvine  perfection   should  be   presented  and  are  calculated  to  promote  the  harmony  and 

w,  in  order  that  the  mind  may  have  a  happiness  of  the  whole  intelligent  creation.    ^ 

train  of  thought  before  it,  to  stimulate  is  our  Jlfosfar,  and  we  are  his  servants,  and  **  hia 

lies,  and  its  religious  emotions.    Ge-  commandments  are  not  grievous."    He  is  our 

iws  and  reasonings  on  any  subject;  and  Friend  in  adversity,  our  Pndeelor  in  danger 

'  on  the  subject  of  religion,  produce  a  and  in  distress ;  our  /nsCmetor,  who  has  impart- 

it  impresMon  on  the  majority  of  mafr*  ed  to  us  knowledge  and  understanding ;  and  our 

tt  not  owing  so  much  to  the  want  of  Redeemer,  who  *''  spared  not  his  own  Son,  hat 

I  of  the  truth  of  certain  important  pro-  delivered  him  up  for  us  all,"  that  we  might  be 

ia  religion,  that  divine  truths  take  so  rescued  (ram  the  gulf  of  depravity  and  ruin,  and 

bold  of  the  mind,  as  to  the  want  of  exalted  to  a  state  of  consummate  felicity,    fa 

Inite  and  tji^cssive  conceptions  which  fine,  he  is  that  being  who  is  the  inexhaustibla 

({uired  only  by  a  minute  /md  attentive  fountain  of  li|^t,  of  life,  and  of  joy  to  all  beinga^ 

r  the  worics  and  the  dispensations  of  on  whom  depend  all  our  future  prospects  in  thia 

nd,  in  this  point  of  riew,  the  preceding  worU,  and  all  the  transporting  scenes  to  whieli 

as,  bad  the  limited  nature  of  tha  present  we  look  forward  ia  an  jatirmiwhla  aliia  if 
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«xiiteiic«.— All  these,  and  many  other  relationsi  and  the  doom  of  the  impenitent,  it*  apfMobatin 
in  which  we  stood  to  the  God  of  heaven,  de-  and  complacency  are  not  withheld,  eoantai 
monstrate,  that  supreme  love  to  this  beneficent  that  perfect  rectitude  is  the  rule  ofblsprooedart, 
Being,  is  the  first  and  highest  duty  of  every  ra-  and  that  his  righieousnen  will  one  day  he 
tiooal  creature  i  and  they  present  the  roost  brought  to  light  before  an  assembled  world, 
powerful  motives  to  stimulate  us  to  its  exercise.  Love  to  God  includes  odmtrafion.  pf  km  «m» 
But,  to  illustrate  these  topics,  in  minute  detail,  derfMl  works.  The  man  whose  afiectieot  sn 
would  be  inconsistent  with  the  limited  plan  of  directed  to  the  Supreme  Intelligence  is  Mt  m 
the  present  work ;  and  it  is  the  less  necessary,  indifferent  spectaior  of  the  roaniftatatkat  «f 
as  several  c^  them  have  already  been  brought  Deity.  He  beholds  the  magnificent  camaff  tf 
into  view,  in  the  course  of  the  preceding  illus-  heaven  daily  moving  around  him  in  nknt  grjB> 
Irations.  deur ;  his  eye  penetrates  beyond  the  afyaisH 

aspects  of  the  twinkling  luminaries  whicb 
it,  and  surveys  the  hand  of  the  Almighty 

ing  stupendous  globes  through  the 
SECTION  yil.  ble  regions  of  space,  and  extending  his 

throughout  unnumbered  systems, 


Monss   iir  WHICH   love  to  ood  is  Dia-       the  boundless  expanse  of  the  universe.    He  b^ 
PLATED.  holds  the  great  globe  on  which  be  is  placed,  i» 


polled  by  the  same  omnipotent  aim, 

i  shall  now  offer  a  remark  or  two  on  the  no-  its  oourse  through  the  depths  of  space,  apd  d^ 

Acre  of  this  sublime  affection,  and  the  manner  in  cling  around  the  sun,  to  bring  aboot  the  rsvoti 

which  it  ought  to  be  manifested.    Love  to  God  tions  of  the  seasons.    He  contemplates  the  vtM 

is  not  a  single  and  solitary  affection  in  the  hu-  ranges  of  mountains  that  stretdi  around  it    dw 

man  breast,  whi(^  evaporates  in  a  few  transient  mass  of  waters  in  the  mighty  ocean,  and  its  s^ 

and  undefhied  emotions;  but  is  the  spring  of  merous  tribes    of  animated  beings-Mhe  "dry 

every  holy  activity,  and  is  intimately  connected  land,'*  with  all  its  furniture  and  iirfiahiluti 

with  every  virtuous  emotion,  with  every  pious  the  vast  caverns,  chasms,  and  shatlecnd  sbUi 

sentiment,  with  every    religious   requirement,  which  appear  in  its  interior  recesses    ami  tti 

with  every  sensitive  enjoyment,  with  our  pro-  atmosphere  with  which  it  ia  surroonded,  tnik 

Sf  nt  comforts,  and  our  future  and  eternal  pros-  the  clouds,   the  lightnings,  and  the  tsapMll 

pects.  which  diversify  its  aspect.    He  traces  the  hH^ 

It  includes  in  it,  complacency,  or  delight  in  the  steps  of  the  Almighty  in  his  moral  ilwiiiilni* 

chmraettr  and  adminietration  of  Ood.    Viewing  tion — in  the  deluge  which  swept  avraj  the  it* 

liim  as  a  self-existent  and  eternal  Boing,-~fflU  habitants  of  the    antedilnviaa    world    ■  tti 

ing  immensity  with  his  presence,  launching  in-  burning  of  Sudom,  the  dividing cf  the  Red  SM* 

numerable  worlds  into  existence,  upholding  them  the  thunders  and  lightnings  of  Sinai— (he  nsii^ 

all  by  the  "  word  of  his  power,"  and  superin-  festation  of  the  Son  of  God  in  human  flesh;  Ut 

tending  the  minutest  concerns  of  all  his  offspring,  sufferings,  death,  resurrection,  and  triusspl— i 

from  the  loftiest  seraph,  through  all  the  inferior  ascension — in  the  propagation  of  the  go^Ml  ii 

gradations  of  existence,  to  the  smallest  animal-  the  fade  of  every  opposition,  in  the  rise  and  fil 

cula, — the  mind  feels  the  most  delightful  emo-  of  empires,  the  dethronement  of  kings,  lbs  bll> 

tions,  in  regarding  the  happiness  of  the  universe  ties  of  warriors,  and  the  convulsions  of  miioM 

Wi  perfectly  secure  under  his  physical  and  moral  And,  while  he  contemplates  such  objects  asd 

administration.     Contemplating  his  bounty  to  operations,  his  adrntraHon  is  excited  by  the  in* 

angels  and  to  men,  to  the  birds  of  the  air,  the  comprehensible  knowledge  displayed  in  the  oon- 

fishes  of  the  sea,  and  the  numerous  tribes  which  trivance  of  the  universe,  tho  boundless  beaeft* 

traverse  the  surface  of  the  land, — his  mercy  to-  lence  which  extends  over  all  these  vroika,  ail 

wards  our  fallen  race, — his  long-suffering  and  the  omnipotent  power  by  which  all  the  mif^ 

forbearance  towards  wicked  nations  and  indivi-  movements  of  Creation  and  Providence  are  i^ 

duals,— his  faithfulness  in  the  accomplishment  fected.     And,  while  he  admirea,  he  ii  Ski 

of  his  promises  and  threatenings, — and  the  un-  with  strong  emotions  of  reeervnee  of  the  ^oriaw 

erring  rectitude  of  his  dispensadous  towards  all  perfections  of  that  Being,  wboae  migh^  htti 

his  creatures, — the  mind  feels  supreme  appro-  conducts  those  stupendous  movements,  and  hi 

bation  and  complacency  in  his  attributes,  pur-  feels  the  full  force  erf*  the  impressive  ezhortalioi 

poses, and  administrations;  beholding  in  his  cha-  of  the  psalmist,  *' Let  all  the  earth  finv  tht 

racter  an  excellence  and  amiableness,  a  moral  Lord ;  let  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  worM  ^bmk 

dignity  and  grandeur  which  is  not  to  be  found  in  in  awe  of  him :  for  he  spake,  and  it  was  dans; 

any  created  intelligence.     Even  in  reference  to  he  commanded,  and  it  stood  fiut."     Evsa  At 

those  acts  of   his    government   which    appear  abstract  conceptions  we  have  6C  the  lansitaiil 

dreadfiil  and  appalling — in  the  volcano,  the  earth-  of  the  Divine  Being,  by  which  be  is  present  i 

^Oike,  the  tbundersi  the  hurricane,  the  tempest,  every  part  of  ii^ite  space— the  sCcmi^  of  Idi 
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ij  mod  the  nage  of  bis  omnUdeiue  which  ran  the  lof«  of  God  be  espected  to  raride  m 

M  an  iniimate  knowledge  of  the  thoughts,  all  its  generous  and  noble  exercises.   Suchadis- 

Mses,  and  the  actions  of  all  creatures ;  position,  mingling  with  all  the  other  benevolent 

ulated  to  overpower  the  mind  with  emo-  afTeciions,  will  render  them  sweet  and  delightful  v 

venerati(Ni  and  awe,  blended  with  feel-  it  will  render  us  amiable  in  the  eyes  of  our  fel- 

ifiectioo  and  delight  at  the  recollection  of  low-men ;  it   will    secure    us    against    all    the 

tioo  in  which  we  stand  to  this  glorious  wretched  effects  and  boisterous  passions  which 

eoce.  flow  from  haughtiness  and  pride ;  it  will  mitigate 

a,  Lore  to  God  includes  Humility  and  the  sorrows,  the   perplexities,  and  anxieties   to 

seneot  in  tlie  divine  presence.     There  which  we  are  sul^GCtod  in  our  earthly  pilgrtni- 

ispoaitioo  which  appears   more  incom-  age;    it  will  enable  us  to  preserve  our  minds 

with  supreme  affection  fiir  the  Creator  tranquil  and  serene  amidst  the  provocations,  the 

ida,  haughtiness,  and  arrogance.     "God  afl^nts,  and  the  contentions  to  which  we  are  ex- 

1  ibe  proud."    Even  "  a  proud  look"  is  posed  in  our  intercourses  with  general  society, 

I  to  be  an  *'  abomination"  in  his  sight,  and  will  prepare  us  for  associating  with  the  in- 

the  indulgence  of  pride  be  inconsistent  habitants  of  that  happier  worM,  where  seraphie 

I  love  of  God,  humility  must  be  regarded  love,  profound  reverence  of  the  Divine  Majesty, 

if  if*  essential  and  distinguishing  accom-  and  profound  humility,  mingle  with  all  their  in- 

ita.    lyhen  a  man  who  loves  God  re-  tercourses  and  employments. 

I  bis  condition  and  eharaeter — that  he  is  a  Retignatum  to  the  providential  dispensatiooa 

i  who  derived  his  existence  firom  a  supo-  of  the  Almighty  is  anc^her  manifestation  and  ac- 

ing,  to  whom  he  is  indebted  for  all  his  companiment  of  love  to  God.     To  be  habitually 

and  Realties,  and  by  whoso  power  and  discontoited,  and  to  murmar  and  repine  under 

he  tt  every  moment  preserved   in  ex-  the  allotments  of  his  providence,  must  obvioudy 

;  when  be  considers  his  ttation    in  tht  sppear  to  be  inconsistent  wiih  sincere  and  ardent 

'—chat  he  is  only  like  an  atom  in  the  iin-  ofTectidn  for  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  events.— 

of  creation,  when  compared  with  tKe  Resignation  to  the  will  of  God  is  the  duty  of 

"able  beings  which  people  its  wide  do-  every  intelligent  creature  towards  the  Creator ; 

-that  he  stands  near  the  lowest  part  of  and  in  proportion  to  the  degree  in  which  this 

I  of  intelligent  existence,  and  that  "  all  principle  exists,  will  be  the  happiness  of  the  in- 

bitants  of  the  earth  areas  grasshoppers**  tellectual  being  that  exercises  it.    Angels  are 

Ua  who  sits  on  the  throne  of  the  heavens ;  perfectly  happy,  because  they  are  perfoctly  sub- 

I  recollects  that  he  has  ap08iatiz<ed  from  missive  to  the  will  of  their  Creator — being  fully 

i  who  made  him,  that  he  is  guilty  of  contented  with  the  station  allotted  them  in  the 

table  violations  uf  his  righteous  laws,  and  universe,  and  completely  resigned  to  all  thefu- 

loodemned  at  the  bar  of  Him  *'  who  is  of  ture  services  and  allotments  which  Infinite  Wis- 

fee  than  to  behold  iniquity  ;"  when  he  dom  has  ordained.      Wherever  pure  affection 

ilatas  the  circumstances  in  which  he  is  towards  God  actuates  the  mind  amcmg  the  in- 

eed  in  consequence  of  his  iranRgressions  habitants  (^  our  world,  it  produces  a  disposition 

ains,  diseases,   poverty,  bereavements,  similar   in  kind,  though  inferior    in  degree,  to 

(roaches,  (n  which  he  is  subjected;  the  that  which  animates  the  breasts  of  the  cherubim 

and   tempests,    and   elemt^ntal    war  to  and  the  seraphim  in  the  regions  of  bliss. 

lie  is  exposed  :    the   degradation  which  He,  who  is  actuated  by  this  noble  principle, 

lis  body  at  the  hour  of  dissolution  and  in  regards  every  providential  event  as  the  appoint- 

nions  of  the  tomb ;  and  the  ignorance,  ment  of  his  Father  in  heaven.     The  devouring: 

rs,  and  follies  into  which  ho  has  fallen ; —  flames  may  consume  his  habitation  to  ashes,  and 

'  considers  that  "  lowliness  of  mind"  is  a  scatter  his  treasures  to  "  the  four  winds  of  hea- 

rristic  of  the  most  exalted  of  created  in-  ven  ;"  the  ship  in  which  his  wealth  b  embarked 

«a,  who  **veil  their  faces"  in  the  divine  maybe  daslied  against  the  rocks,  and  sink  "  aa 

i,  and  cheerfully  extend  their  benevolent  lead  in  the  mighty  waters ;"  his  firiends  may  for* 

to  the  meanest  human  being  who  is  an  sake  him  in  the  season  of  his  deepest  anxiety  and 

'salvation  ;"  and,  above  all,  when  he  re-  distress;  the  wife  of  his  bosom,  wbtnn  he  ten- 

1   the  ine^ble  grandeur  of  that  Being  derly  loved,  may  be  snatched  from  his  embrace  by 

vhom  "  all  nations  are  as  the  drop  of  a  the  cold  hand  of  death ;  his  children,  dearer  to 

'  he  is  convinced  that  pride  is  the  most  him  than  hb  own  soul,  may  fall  victims,  one 

oable  principle  that  can  exist  in  the  hu-  after  another,  to  some  pestilential  dispase,  and 

tast,  and  that  the  most  profound  kumility  be  for  ever  removed  from  his  sight  to  the  "  land 

IT  ever  to  characterize  his  thoughts  and  of  deep  forgeifulness  ;"    his  fiuniliar  friend  in 

both  in  the  presence  of  God,  and  before  whom  he  trusted  may  *'  lift  up  his  heel  against 

I  of  men.    On  such  a  character  only  will  him,**  and  load  him  with  unmerited  reproadiea; 

i^  and  Lofty  One  who  inhabits  eternity,"  his  own  body  may  be  chastened  with  sore  pain 

h  complacency,  and  in  such  a  heart  alone  and  loathsome  dia ease ;  a  fiUl  from  a  horae  bhj 
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WmIc  the  bonei  of  hb  leg,  and  render  him  lame  superior  to  the  beasts  of  the  forest  and  the  fMi 

(or  life  ;  a  random  blow  may  bruise  his  eye-balb,  of  heavra.  He  feeb  grateful  that  he  washroi^ 

and  deprive  him  of  all   the   entertainments  of  into  existence  in  a  Christian  land,  andiacM^ 

vuion ;  he  may  be  stretchod  for  many  long  years  bed  society ;  that  the   "  glad  tidings  of  Bilii> 

on    the   bod  of  languishing;  his  country  may  tion"   have   reached  his  ears;  that   "Ged  ss 

eiihor  be  ravaged  and  laid  waste  by  destroying  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  his  only  betollH 

armies,  or  rains  and  inundations  may  sweep  Son,  that  whosoever  believeth  on  him  ni^  ost 

away   the  produce  of  his  fields.     But  under  all  perbh,  but  have  everlasting  life,**  and  that  evcij 

such  caUmitiee,  he  bows  with  submb^ion  to  the  enjoyment  requisite  for  his  present  and 

will  of  Him  **  who  rules  in  the  whirlwind  and  happiness  is  secured  through  thb  plan  of 

directit  the  storm ;"  not  because  he  has  fortified  benevolence.      But  he  does    not  rest  si 

hu  mind  with  a  stoical  apathy  and  indifference  with  vague  and  general  views  of  these 

towards  the  evib  of  life ;  not  because  he  b  inca^  benefits ;  he  contemplates  the  degradation 

pable  of  feeling  the  evils  he  b  doomed  to  suffer ;  which  sin  bad  plunged  him,  the  greatness  cf  As 

for  he  may  feel  them  in  the  acutest  degree,  even  misery  from  which  the  love  of  Giod  has  dsHsstal 

while  he  exercises  full  resignation ;  but  he  b  re-  him,  Uie  moral  perfection  of  hb  nature  to      " 

signed,  because  he  feeb  assured  that  they  are  the  he  is  now  training,  the  serenity  of  mind  he 

appointment  of  hb  Almighty  Friend — that  they  periences  in  the  practice  of  the  dirine 

are  parts  of  the  plan  of  unerring  wisdom — that  the  security  he  feeb  for  hb  present  and 

they  are  intimately  connected  with   the  whole  safety  undn*  the  protection  of  Omnipotence,  tlis 

chain  of  providence  that  runs  through  his  pre-  '*  strong  consolation"   under  the  erib  of  Efs 

sent  existence — that  they  are  intended,  in  the  which  the  promises  of  God  lead  him  to  expeel, 

scheme  of  infinite  benev<dence,  to  promote  his  the  victory  over  death  of  which  he  is  sensed 

happiness  in  a  way  which  hb  limited  faculties  "  through  Christ  Jesus  hb  Lord,"  the  rssa^ 

are  unable  at  present  to  comprehend— and  that  rection  of  his  body  at  the  dose  of  time,  die  *  tsw 

they  have  a  bearing  on  the  scenes  and  enjoy-  heavens  and  the  new  earth*'  to  whidi  be  bis* 

ments  of  the  eternal  world.  And  therefore,  under  stined  at  the  dissolution  of  thb  sublunary  syslsa, 

the  pressure  of  his  most  painful  feelings,  he  b  the  alliance  into  which  he  is  brought  to  the  h^ 

enabled  to  adopt  the  triumphant  language  of  the  gelic  tribes  and  other  pure  intelligences,  hb  Bfliri 

prophet,  "  Although  the  fig-tree  shall  not  bios-  capacity  for  associating  with  every  holybehigB 

som,  neither  fruit  be  in  the  vine ;  the  bbour  of  the  universe,  and  the  endless  succession  oTl 

the  olive  fail,  and  the  fields  yield  no  meat ;  the  porting  scences  which  will  burst  upon  hb 

flodc  be  cut  off  fiom  the  fold,  and  there  be  no  through  the  ages  of  eternity.    While  coot 

herd  in  the  stall ;  yet  will  I  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  ting  these  high  privileges,  in  all  their 

I  will  be  glad  in  the  God  of  my  salvation."  While  and  varied  ramifications,  emotions  of ; 

others  murmur  and  rage,  and  toss  thcmsujves  and  gratitude  arbe  in  hb  breast  which  can  only 

like  a  wild  bull  in  a  net,  and  curse  die  supposi^  be  expressed  in  the  bnguage  of  elevated  devotkn. 

authors  of  their    calamities,   ho  is  enabled   to 

*'  possess  hb  soul  in  patience,"  convinced  of  the  "  0  Bow  shall  word^  with  eqoal  warmdi 

rectitude  of  the  divine  dispensations :  and  thus  db-  ,rJ^  eratltudc  declare 

,  , ,  r      •  J       J     L       •  I  •  .  That  glows  within  my  ravish*d  heaxt  I 

plays  a  nobleness  ol  mind,  and  a  heroism  which  But  Thou  canst  read  it  there.*' 

b  **  above  all  Greek,  above  all  Roman  fame.'* 

Again,  Love  to  God  comprehends  Oratitude        "  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul!  and  all  that  is 

for  the  benefits  he  bestows.    Gratitude  is  that  within  me  bless  his  holy  name.    GHve  thanks  kt 

particular  modification  of  love  which  flows  out  the  Lord,  and  forget  not  all  hb  benefits;  who 

towards  God,  considered  as  the  Author  and  Be-  forgiveth  all  thine  iniquities,  who  healedi  all  tfajr 

Slower  of  all  felicity :  it  is  love  excited  by  kind-  diseases ;  who  redeemeth  thy  life  from  destru&> 

ness  communicated  from  benevolent  motives.    It  tioii,  and  crowneth  thee  with  loving-kindBeis 

b  one  of  the  most  natural  and  obvious  manifes-  and  tender  mercii<s." 

tat  ions  of  that  general  principle  which  I  have  been        Nor  does  he  feel  less  gratefid  to  (3od  for  Ui 

hitherto  illustrating ;  for  ingratitude  is  altogether  kindness  as  displayed  in  the  material  world,  tad 

inconsistent  with  love  to  a  benefactor.    In  order  in  the  ordinary  coturse  of  his  proridence.    Hs 

to  kindle  thb  amiable  affection    into    a  lively  feeb  grateful  for  these  scenes  of  sidiKmity  tld 

fbme,  tho  person  in  whose  bosom  it  glows  en-  beauty  with  which  the  visible  uniTerse  b  adoi^ 

deavours  to  take  a  minute  and  expansive  survey  ed— for  the  sun  when  be  ascends  the  vanit  ti 

of  the  "  loving-kindness  of  God,"  and  of  the  heaven,  and  diffuses  hb  radiance  over  the  UMB- 

oountless  variety  of  benefits  ho  is  continually  re-  tains  and  the  vales — for  the  moon,  when  ikl 

ceiving.  He  feeb  grateful  to  God  for  his  exbteoce,  '*  walks    in  brightness"  through  the  hesnrsM} 

for  the  powers  and  capacities  with  which  he  b  en-  and  cheers  the  shades  of  night — tar  the  pbaelii 

dowed,  for  the  rank  which  he  holds  in  the  scale  of  while  they  run  their  ampb  rounds,  and  sfiaoik 

torrestrial  existence ;  in  being  raised  above  the  by  their  magnitude  and  motionB,  tfas  MsimI 

dodi  of  the  faOey,  and  fiimishad  with  ftcoltiet  oomipoieQce  of  their  Miksr   far  ihm 
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%Ib  Imm  of  gcais,  which  unite  their  ipiendoun  to  of  Tisioo — the  thousands  of  imllioni  of  ntji  thu 

•doro  the  canopy  of  the  sky,  and  display  the  are  every   moment  darting  from  the   objects 

riches,  and  grandeur,  and  boundless  extent  of  around  him,  crossing  each  other  in  an  infinity 

Ood's  univetMl  k  inborn — for  the  light,  which  of  direct  ions,  and  yet  conveying  to  every  eye  a 

starts  with  unconceivable  rapidity  from  the  ceJes-  disiinct  purcepiion  of  their  colours,  motions,  and 

Caal  luminaries,  and  ditTuses  a  iho«»and  shades  diversified   as{)ect8;  when   he  reflects   on  tho 

of  eolour  on  the  terrestrial  landscape— for  the  facility  with  whirh  he  can  turn  his  eye  in  every 

agmnndiog  atmospliere,  which  supports  the  ele-  direction,  upwards  and  downwards,  to  the  right 

meat  of  fire,  conveys  the  douds  over  eyery  re-  hand  and  to  the  left,  and  in  a  moment  take  in  the 

gion,  and  suatMBS  and  invigorates  the  fimctions  landscape  of  the  earth  and  the  heavens  '*  at  a 

of  aninal  life— lor  the  variety  of  beautifiil  and  small  inlet  which  a  grain  might  close '"  when 

scenery  which  diversifies  our  terrestrial  he  considers   the    numerous   and   complicated 

the  towering  clifis,  the  lofty  moun-  movements  continually  going  on  within  hinh— 

I,  and  the  eapaasivo  vale»— for  the  mean-  the  heart,  like  a  powerful  engine  in  perpetual 

river,  gliding  through  the  fields,  and  diP  motion,  impelling,  with  prodigious  force,  streams 

_  health  and  fertility  wherever  it  flows — for  of  blood  through  a  thousand  diflerent  tubes    the 

ike  ndiee  which  abound  in    the  gardens,  the  numerous  lacteal  and  lymphatic  vessels  absorb* 

tiroats,  and  the  fields,  and  the  mineral  treasures  ihg  nutriment  fi^m  the  food,  and  conveying  it 

eootained  in  the  bowels  of  the  mountains — for  through  every  part  of  this  wonderfiil  machine: 

the  hamony  of  musical  sounds,  the  mellifluous  when  he  considers  that  these  incessant  motions 

of  the  nightingale  and  the  lark,  and  the  are,   as   it   were,  the  immediate  hand  of  (he 


nelodioui  waiblings  which  resound  fi^m   the     Divinity  within  him,  over  which  he  can  ezoT" 
▼alee,  the  mountains,  and  the  groves— for  the     ciso  no  control,  and  which  are  all  intended  to 


whidi  enamel  the  meaduws,  tho  trees,  preserve  his  existence  and  minister  to  his  enjoy- 
Ciie  alM-obe,  and  the  waving  grain  which  adorn  ment,— 4ie  cannot  forbear  exclaiming,  in  the 
the  earth  with  pictoresque  beauty — for  the  ani-  language  of  grateful  admiratioB|  "  How  pro- 
■Htad  beings  which  contribute  to  our  comfort,  cious  are  thy  wonderful  contrivances  ooneem- 
dte  bee  which  coUects  for  us  honey  firom  every  ing  me,  O  God !  how  great  is  the  som  of  them ! 
Opwiiiif  flower,  the  sheep  which  yiekis  its  fleeces  If  X  should  count  them,  they  are  mors  in  num- 
fiir  ov  ckKhiag,  and  ihowands  of  other  creatures  ber  than  the  sand.  I  will  praise  thee,  for  I  am 
which  oootrilMite  to  supply  iis  with  food,  rai-  fearfully  and  wonderfully  made  !^ 
fMOl,  fumitare,  and  innumerable  enjoyments.  Ho  does  not  overlook  such  instances  of  **  the 
Ta  dl  those,  and  similar  objects,  he  perceives  loving-kindness  of  God,"  because,  to  some,  they 
■■pie  reaaaas  for  elevating  his  soul  in  lively  may  appear  minute  and  trivial.  He  does  not 
gmtitude  to  his  bountiful  Benefactor.  contrast  them  with  what  are  reckoned  spiritual 
When  he  turns  his  eyes  upon  himself,  and  and  more  important  blessings;  nor  attempt  to 
eoQsidors  the  wooderfiil  machinery  which  givra  institute  comparisons  between  the  beneficent 
life  and  motion  to  his  frame,  he  perceives  the  operations  of  Omnipotence,  in  order  to  throw  a 
stroofl^eet  reason  for  the  exercise  of  incessant  certain  portion  of  them  into  the  shade.  He  con- 
admiration  and  gratitude.  He  feels  grateful  for  siders  sJl  the  operations  of  God  from  the  plan 
every  joint  of  his  fingers,  and  for  every  move-  of  redemption  for  guilty  men,  and  the  mission  of 
ment  of  his  wrist,  by  which  he  is  enabled  with  his  Son  into  our  world,  to  the  minutest  muscle 
the  utmost  ease  to  perform  a  countless  variety  that  moves  the  joint  of  a  finger,  or  the  ray  of 
ef  Bunual  operations  essential  to  his  comfort —  light  that  darts  from  a  flower  of  the  fiekl,  as 
for  the  hundreds  of  bones  which  support  his  parts  of  one  vast  system  of  boundless  benevo- 
taimal  system,  with  their  various  articulations,  fence,  as  essentially  connected  together  as  the 
and  the  hundreds  of  muscles  and  tendons  which  links  of  a  chain  ;  and,  ui  regard  to  himself,  he 
are  interwoven  with  every  part  of  the  machine,  views  all  the  variety  of  blessings  now  alluded 
whidi  enable  it  to  perform  without  the  least  to,  as  one  undivided  stream  of  unbounded  beno- 
obetmctioD,  a  thousand  varied  movements  sub-  ficence,  commencing  with  the  first  moment  of 
MTvient  to  his  health,  convenience,  and  plea-  his  existence,  running  through  all  the  scenes  and 
aure.  He  cannot  walk  through  his  apartment,  circumstances  of  his  terrestrial  existence,  and 
■or  lift  his  eyes  to  the  heavens,  nor  move  a  joint  expanding  into  the  unfathomable  ocean  of  eter- 
of  his  finger,  nor  draw  a  single  brtath,  without  nity.  In  tho  whde  series  of  contrivances  and 
perceiving  an  evidence  of  the  wisdom  and  in-  events  which  relate  to  his  present  and  fiiture 
telligeoee  of  his  Almighty  Maker.  Ho  per-  existence,  both  in  what  we  consider  the  mi- 
eorres,  that  if  only  one  joint  were  wantir.g,  or  nutest  and  the  most  magnificent  works  of  the 
one  flwede  out  of  action,  or  one  movement  out  of  Deity,  he  perceives  the  stamp  of  tn/?ntte />er- 
a  ihftTifiind  interrupted,  be  would  instantly  be  feedon^  and  a  connexion  of  plan  and  of  opera- 
^AUf*^i«i  to  a  thousand  painfial  sensations  which  tion,  which  excludes  all  attempts  at  comparisons 
wsidd  throw  a  gloom  oo  every  earthly  eojoyneat.  and  contrasts.  Under  such  impremioos,  and 
Bat  eopectmllyi  when  ho  refleeti  on  the  woaden  with  auch  viewi  of  the  concatewtioa  of  every 
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•i  diTiH  bownbiKc,  ha  ii 
ifl  kindoflb  of  God  &l  flT«y 


.  unduTDur  to  br  lh«  Riiiiil  whkh  bM  DHer 

Uie  inilLiutitna  h«  hu  ippuulnl,  and  Co  sU  the  tl  nvAia*  <h  upsrior  lo  tbe  illi  af  lib,  »U>, 

km  hs  bu  iuuvd  Conli  Tor  eounWruiing  ihe  mill  iu  iDfluHice,  ir«  bow,  in  ooidul  ■■!■■■ 

Mua  oT  Runl  par(«c(ian;>D  Ktin  uid  •nlighi-  of  peH«i  viadom,  ractiuidg,  uil  bansUiAi 

coed  Hal  for  Ihe  hoDoiir  of  hu  ninf ,  and  for  II  buUh  iu  Io  mugnlis  Uw  bud  of  ■  DmM 

proiDDLing  EhDH  iuIiUiliDni  wbioh  hnvn  4  ten-  BeDofacIor  La  STerj  cpjajrarDt,  ud  Cba  rid  tf 

d*Dcy  [0  advance  hii  kingdom  in  Ihe  earth  \  a  an  ifliscLionata  Ftlher,  In  srerj  tiial  and  lA^ 

■incere  and  duiotmKBd  afleclion  to  ill  our  M-  tion  lo  which  •rt  Irs  lubiectBd.     Il  raiee*  tba 

'         «n,  uid  pinicu^arly  to  overr  clan  of  holj  aoul  aboro  rbe  carking  carei  and  dapadiDf  fm^ 


inlalligoneet ;  a  cordid  approbalioD  of  aJl  bis     Buita  nf  tbs 
plana  and   inoTanieati  Lo  crvalion  and  prori- 
daoco ;  and  demul  aipirali«w  al^er  tbaL  higher 

tore  and  "  the  kindnau  of  hii  lore"  ehall  ha 


cbaiadar  and  admlaiBtiatioD,  qoka;  vrtiila  it  raccfnixa  tba  Rnhrof  IbaMM^ 

ud  u  iiue;arablj  comacted  with  admiiatioo  of  who  proaidaa  amidil  Ibe  cn*ti  of  mniif  ^ 

hia  wooderiiil  workii  with  humiiitj,  rvaignatioo,  maota,   at   ita    oomipoteat   Prolaetor  IM  fa 

■nd  gralituda.  alamal  refuga.*     Il  aoaUaa  tbe  nan  ■■  «h^ 

Icaniut  oonchida  07  ramarka  on  Ihla  topic  boaam  it  roaidea,  to  cootaraplata  wtlhciMi^M^ 

wilbmt  adiarting,  ibr  a  littla,  la  ths  noblanaaa  the  downfall  of  kingi  and  lb*         '    ~ 


wine  dT  all  B»r«lutiai.    Frwn  what  haa  bean 
abaadr  aUlad,  it  appeara  Ihal  lore  lo  God  U 

wiihouldii. 

tudetoihe 

tha  nual  reaaonabls  and  amlabla  affeniao  that 

on  animaia  tha  human  mind  ;  for  dial  Being 

eanli,  with 

who  i>  the  objBcl  of  il  li  Iho  eun  of  all  perfec- 

flames;  cor 

lioB,  the  alandard   of  all  morml  and  phyiical 

Iho  wing!  ol 

NrealleBca,  and  iba  lource  of  all  dig  felicity 

tl^mi  by  e«ry  rank  of  aiiilinca  Ihroughoul 

and  the  cm 

Iha  boUDdlosa  uniianii.    Ilia  alu  Ihe  nwtauA- 

This  div 

if  the  Almigbty,"  ba  ahail  raoai 

urltj.  amidil  "  iba  wreck  of  ■ 

rah  nf  worUa." 

ina  principle  aeaimilatea  itf  loBa 
and  10  every  odiar  ciaia  of  holy  ui 
Itrendori  uiquallRed  foraa 


playa  of  boundleaa  wiadom  and  boundleta  good- 
Deaaj  aa  the  prodiKtiDii  aflhat  Almighlj  Baing 
whonanda  in  die  relation  of  our  fbliio-and  wr 
/Viend;and  teadiualo  conduds,  Ihat  Ihalpawar 
and  imeliigenm  which  gave  l»rth 

ba  [or  ever  einciaed  in  conTribuEing 
•Djojinent.  Without  Bw:h  a  reco| 
tioa  appaara  only  like  an  immuieo 
■pi  to  fill  IhB  mind  with  appnJieniii 
Sr  il  can  leal  w  pleaaurable  ami 


BUBUMITT  OF  THE  PRINCIPLE  OF  LOTE.  48 

ind  fixr  contributing,  along  with  them,  to  while  mighty  worid*  are  emerging  out  of  no- 

:r  and  proeperiiy  of  God's  everlasting  thing,  and   innumerable  orders  o?  beings  are 

I.     It  secure  to  us  the  ffieodfthip  and  starting  into  existence,  may  be  considered  as  so 

1  of  all  the  virtuous  inhabitants  of  the  many  infinitely  diversified  streams  flowing  from 

;,  and  renders  us  fit  for  affectionate  in-  supreme  aflbctioa  to  the  blessed  God,  as  the 

e  with  them,   wherever  we  may  after-  spring  of  every  rapturous  enjoyment.  Possessed 

cist,  throughout  the  booMlless  expanse  of  of  thli  divine  priaciple,  we  secure  the  most  ho- 

Shouid  we  ever  be  permitted,  during  nourable  connexions,  become  benefactors  Co  the 

e  of  eternal  duration,  to  vringour  flighi  intelU^at  universe,  participators  of  the  enjoy- 

>rld   to  world,  in  order  to  enlarge  our  menta  of  seraphic  natures,  agents  for  carrying 

'  God's  unbounded  empire,  the  exercise  forward  the  plans  of  Infinite  Benevolence,  and 

>ly  affection  would  secure  to  us  a  friendly  "  workers  together  with  God,"  in  accomplishing 

ft  and  an  affectionate  intercourse  among  his  eternal  designs.    Without  it,  we  become 

ore  intelligence*  within  the  range  of  his  nuisances  in  the  kingdom  of  God,  rebels  against 

loiniitratioa :  fi>r,  as  this  principle  is  his  government,  pests  to  fellow  intelligences, 

oa  the  nature  of  God,  who  is  eternal  destitute  of  the  noblest  of  all  affections,  deprived 

mngeable,  it  must  pervade  the  minds  of  of  substantial  enjoyment  in  the  present  world, 

bilanta  of  all  worlds  that  have  retained  and  exposed  to  misery,  without  interruption,  in 

oaitive  integrity.    It  is  this  divine  affec-  the  worki  to  come. 

ieh  OEciles   the  rapturous    flame  that        If  such  be  the  native  effects  of  supreme  love  to 

I  the  breasts  of  the  angelic  tribes,  which  God,  and  if  this  principle  lie  at  the  foundation 

fh«  aongs  and   the  adorations  of  the  of  all  genuine  morality,  how  foolish  and  pre- 

1  and    the  seraphim,  which    inspires  posterous  is  it  for  Christian  moralists  to  wander 

h  «  noble  ardour  in  executing  the  com-  through  the  dark  labyrinths  of  Greek  and  Roman 

iS  their  Creator,  and  which  animates  literature,  and  the  intricate  maces  of  modem 

their  flight  from  the  celestial  regions  to  skeptical  philosophy,  in  search  of  any  other  pria- 

ure  comer  of  creation,  when  they  min-  ciples  of  moral  action?  It  is  like  groping  for  the 

be  heirs  of  salvation .    It  was  this  noble  light  of  the  sun  in  the  windings  of  a  subterraneoos 

I  which  impelled  the  angel  Gabriel  in  grotto,  and  preferring  the  glimmering  of  a  taper 

d   flight  through  the  celestial  spaces,  to  the  full  blaze  of  the  orb  oS  day.    It  is,  to  for- 

desceoded  to  announce  to  Daniel  the  sake  "  the  fountain  of  living   veaters,  and  to 

o  bis  supplications,  and  to  Zacharias  arxl  hew  out  to  themselves  broken  and  empty  cistema, 

e  birth  of  the  Saviour ;  which  animated  that  can  hold  no  water." 
lis  who  unbarred  the  priiion  doors  to        In  order  to  invigorate  and  expand  this  affeo- 

id  gave  assurance  to  Paul  of  the  divine  tion  in  the  mind,  it  is  requisite  that  we  take  a 

Ml,  while  he  was  tossing   on   the  tem-  comprehensive  view  of  all  the  manifestations  of 

billows  of  the  Adriatic  sea ;  and  which  that  Being  towards  whom  it  is  directed,  as  exhi- 

le  flame  of  devotion  in  the  heavenly  host,  biled  in  the  history  of  his  operations  recorded  in 

ey  sung,  in  the  plains  of  Bethlehem,  the  volume  of  inspiration ;  in  the  details  of  his 

to  God  in  the  highest,  peace  on  earth,  moral  government  among  the  nations,  both  in 

will  towards  men."  ancient  and  in  modem  times,  which  may  be  col- 

>,  this  sublime  affection  assimilates  us  to  iected  from  the  writings  of  historians,  voyagers, 

0  is  benevolence  itself,  who  supremely  travellers,  and  missionaries ;  in  the  economy  of 

own  character,  and  who  is  incessantly  the  inferior  tribes  of  animated   beings  ;  in  the 

ig  his  benevolence,  in  all  its  infinitely  diversified  scenery  of  natiuv  around  us  in  our 

)d  effects,  tfirotigliout  the  intelligent  uiii«  terrestrial  system ;  and  in  the  sublime  nnove- 

[t  assimilates   us  to  Jesus  the  Son  of  ments  that  are  going  forward,  among  distant 

If  St,  who  w  "  the  brightness  of  the  Fa-  worlds,  in  the  firmament  of  his  power ;  for,  the 

>ry,and  the  express  image  of  his  person,"  more  we  know   of   the  manifestations  of  the 

is  for  ever  actuated  with  fervent  zeal  Creator,  the  more  acquaintance  trfwll  we  have  of 

onour  of  God,  and  for  the  happiness  of  the  Creator  himself;  and,  in  proportion  as  our 

t  constitutes  the  foundation  of  all  felicity ;  knowledge   of  his  character  is  enlarged,  in  a 

the  gates  to   perpetual  enjoyment ;  it  similar  proportion  will  our  love  be  ardent  and 

its  possessor  of  eternal  happiness,  om  ii»  expansive.    Such  extensive  views  and  contem* 

and  lucemary  remlty  and  prepares  him  plations  are  itHlispensably  requisite,  in  order  to 

ling  in  the  employments  ofthe"innu-  a    full  recognition  of  the    divine   injunction: 

company  of  angels  arul  the  spirits  of  "  Thou  shalt  lave  the  Lord  thy  Gad  %rith  all  thjf 

made  perfect :"  for  all  the  transporting  heart,  and  with  all  thy  itrengthy  and  with  all  thiim 

r  glory,  and  all  the  avenues  to  felicity,  underatanding.**    This  is  the  first  and  the  great 

rill  be  opened  to  the  immortal  spirit,  commandment.  , 

Wf  Bumeroos  as  the  sand,  are  rolling  on, 


CHAPTER   11. 

SECOND  PRUfCIPLB  OF  MORAI.  ACTION—LOVE  TO  ALL  SUBORDIICATE  HmSLUQEIlCn 

In  the  commencement  of  the  last  chapter,  I  have  inlercouraes,  either  dirtcdjr  or  indiffMijr, 

Ittd  occasion  to  remark  that,  strictly  speaking,  and  towards  them  all  we  oi^ht  to  eureiN  •• 

Ibo  fundamental    principle  or  afiection  whidi  aflection  analogous  to  that  whieh  mrmji 

gires  birth  to  all  the  ramifications  of  moral  eiercises  towards  himself.    This  wn  aie 

action,  is  but  one,  namely,  Lowe,    This  noble  sivelj  taught  by  our  Sarkwr  ui  th»  pwaMs  of 

affection  may  be  considered  as  diriding  itself  the  giaod  Samaritan,  in  which  k  is  dearly  ikswsj 

into  two  great  streams,  one  directing  its  course  that  under  the  designation  of  mmgMour,  vs«t 

towards  the  Creator,  as  the  supreme  source  of  to  include  even  our  bitterest  MMmiea.  His  i^ 

all  felicity,  and  the  other  ezptuiding  itself  to-  ties  avowed  the  same  sentiment,   and  tsedll, 

wards  all  the  int^ectual  beings  which  he  has  that  in  the  bonds  of  Chnstiaa  brei  bo  dilbi^ 

formed.  tion  should  exist  between  **  Jews  mad  Owihii 

Having,  in  the  preceding  pages,  endeavoured  Barbarians,  Scythians,  bond,  or   iree.'*    FW 

to  iUustrate  the  foundation  and  the  reasonable-  they  are  all  members  of  the  great  ^omIj  ef  Gsd, 

Mssof  the  principle  of  love  to  Gkxl,  from  aeon-  and   recognised  as  chiUrstt  hf   the  wuntm^ 

■ideration  of  his  perfections,  character,  and  re-  parent, 

lations,  and  having   described   some  of  those  i 
kindred  afiections  by  which  its  existence  in  the  ■ 

niada  of  moml  ageotf  is  manifested, — ^I  shall 

aow  endeavour  to  eihibit  the  foundation,  and  SECTION  I. 

the  reas9nableness,  of  that  modification  of  love 

whidi  is  directed  towards  created  intelligences,  the  natural  equalitt  <mp  MAJOsmMi^ 
and  which  may  be  termed  the  teoond  prindpU  of        sidered  as  the  basis  or  i>OTB  IB  tvi 
morai  actum— thou  shalt  lote  tht  nsioh-        neiohbour. 
BOUR  AS  TBTSELr.    Taking  it  for  granted  that 

this  is  the  fundamental  law  prescribed  by  the        I  shall  now  exhibit  a  few  iiUBiiilwf'*— 

Creator  for  regulating  the  conduct  of  intelligent  founded  on  the  Natural  Equality  of  MaakBri,  ia 

beings  towards  each  other — because  the  Supreme  order  to  evince  the  reasonaUeBess  and  tht  •»> 

Lawgiver  has  proclaimed  it  as  such  in  the  reve-  cessity  of  the  operation  of  the  prinetple  of  Isvt 

Ik'ion  which  he  has  given  us  of  his  will— [  shall  towaids  all  our  fellow-men.  b 

endeavour  to  exhibit  the  reasonableness  and  the        In  the  first  place.  Men,  of  whatever  raak,kB-    | 

beauty  of  this  amiable  principle— 4rom  the  na-  drpd,  or  tribe,  are  the  oflspring  of  the  gfsst 

ture  oif  man,  and  the  relations  in  which  all  the  Parent  of  the  universe.     Thej  were  all  crMlMi 

individuals  of  tlie  huroao  race  stand  to  each  by  the  same  Almighty  Being,  and  to  him  tkiy 


other — from  the  happiness  which  would  ftow  are  indebted  for  all  the  members  and 

Irom  the  uniform  operation  of  this  principle— and  their  animal  fimmeS)  and  for  those  poweia,  ca- 

from  the  misery  which  would  inevitably  ensue  paciiies,  and  endowments,,  which  reader  tbm 

were  it  completely  eradicated  from  the  minds  of  superior  to  the  clods  of  the  valley  and  lo  ibi 

moni  agents.  beasts  of  the  forest.     They  derived  tkeir  origti 

Before  proceeding  to  the  illustration  of  these  too,  as  to  their  bodies,  firom  the  same  phyaical  pfBlp 

particulars,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  by  ciplcs  and  from  the  same  earthly  paraaL  **  Of  As 

"  our  nei^kbow''  is  to  be  understood  mm  t/ every  dust  of  the  ground**  the  body  of  tlie  firat  bmb  wu 

Motion  and  q/*  every  clime,  tohether  thof  avow  formed ;  and  from  Adano,  the  primogeater  of  As 

themaelvee  09  our  friende  or  our  enemies,  and  human  race,  have  descended  all  the  fuawatici 

whatever  m(^  be  their  language,  their  religioHf  of  men  which  now  exist,  or  wiQ  hereafter  snl 

their  roraik,  or  etation.    The  inhabitanlg  of  New  till  the  close  of  time.     This  is  equdttj  iraa  ofia 

Zealand,  of  Patagonia,  of  New  Holland,  of  prince  and  of  his  subjeots ;  of  die  awaargk  IP> 

the  Ladronee,  of  Karaischaika,  or  of  Greenland,  rayed  in  purple,  and  seated  on  a  tkiaao,  utd  <f 

are  our  neighbours,  in  the  sense  intended  in  the  the  beggar,  who  is  ck>thed  in  rags,  mad  mmkimm 

divine  injuociioo  above  quoted,  as  well  as  those  a  dunghill ;  of  the  proud  noblemaa,  who  hoMh 

who  reside  in  our  own  nation  and  in  our  more  ofa  long  line  of  illustrioas  aaoe8tm«|  aad  of  Iks 

immediate  neighbourhood.     For  with  all  these,  obscure  peasant,  whoae  progeaitoTB  weiB  «BH»> 

and  other  tribes  of  mankind,  we  may  happen  to  tieed  and  unknown.  Attderieed  their  orifUl  %m 
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Mid  an  return  to  the  duet  again.    This,  and  oTanticipaiinf  the  future— of  deducing  oon- 

tion,  on  which  it    it    unneceasary  to  clusiooa  from  preraiaea  previouily  demonstrated 

>wa  the  reasonableness  of  union  and  af-  — uf  representing  to  the  mind  objects  and  acenet 

iDong  men,  on  the  same  grounds  from  which  have  long  ceased  to  exist;  of  forming  ia 

i  conclude  that  brothers  and  sisters  be-  the  imagination  new  corubtnations  of  the  objects 

a  the  same  fiunily  ought  to  manifest  a  of  sense  ;  of  perceiving  the  qualities  of  moral  ac* 

iffection  for  each  other.  tions,   and    distinguishing   between  right    and 

ny,  Men  of  all  nations  and  ranks  are  wrong  ;  of  recognizing  a  supreme   intelligent 

■espect  to  the  mechanism  of  their  bodies  Agent  in'the  movements  of  the  universe,  and  of 

lenial  foculiies  with  which  they  are  en-  making  perpetual  advances  in  knowledge  and  ft* 

Whether  their  bodies  be  rudely  covered  licity  ;  faculties  which  distinguish  roan  from  all 

skins  of  beastSf  or  adorned  with  the  the  other  Iribes  which  people  ihe  earth|  air,  or 

rs  of  royalty ;  whether  they  be  exposed  sea ;  are  possessed  by  the  dwaffish  Laplander  and 

the  scorching  heats  and  piercing  colds,  the  untutored  peasant,  as  well  as  by  the  ruler  of 

d  in  robes  of  si  Ik  and  crimson — in  their  kingdoms,  the  enlightened  statesman,  and  tbs 

ioQ  and  symmetry  they  equally  bear  the  man  of  sci<?noe.    It  is  true,  indeed,  that  there  ia 

of  infinite  wisdom  and  omnipotence,  a  mighty  diflference  among  men  in  the  direction 

r  c»f  the  meanest  peasant,  who  earns  his  of  these  fsculiies,  in  the  objects  towards  which 

ibsistenoe  from  day  to  day  by  the  sweat  they  are  directed,  in  the  cultivation  they  have 

»w,  ia  equally  admirable,  in  the  motions  received,  and  in  the  degree  of  perfoction  to  which 

;srs,  the  structure  of  its  limbs,  and  the  they  have  attained.    There  are  innumerable  gra- 

B  and  uses  of  its  several  functions,  as  dations  in  the  improvement  and  the  energies  of 

of  the  nughti^  and  the  proudest  baron  intellect,  from  the  narrow  range  of  thought  pgs* 

a  down  upon  him  with  contempt.     The  sessed  by  a  Qreenlander  or  an  Esquimaux,  lo 

f  vision  comprise  as  many  coats  and  the  sublime  and  expansive  views  of  a  Bacon,  or 

muscular  fibres,  and  lymphatic  ducts,  a  JVewton.    But,  this  difference  depends  mora 

I  as  delicate  pictures  upon  the  retina—  on    the  physical   and  moral  circumstances   ia 

I  are  equally  numerous,  and  as  accurate-  which  they  are  placed  than  on  any  intrinsic  dii^ 

lated— the  muscles  perform  their  func-  Terence  in  the  foculties  themselves.    Place  th« 

th  as  great  precision  and  (acility— the  son  of  a  boor  or  of  a  Laplander  in  circumstaneet 

e  and  absorbent  vessels  are  as  numerous  fovourable  to  the  developement  of  his  mental 

■ant  in  their  operations— and  the  heart  powers,  and  affinti  him  the  requisite  means  €v 

«  blood  through  a  thousand  veins  and  ar-  directing  and  increasing  their  activity,  and  bn 

ith  as  great  a  degree  of  rapidity  and  of  will  dismay  powers  of  intelligence  equal  to  those 

the  corporeal  frame  of  a  poor  African  which  are  found  in  the  highest  rank*  of  ciTiltsad 

M  is  daily  smarting  under  the  lash  of  an  life.     A  sound  understanding,  a  oorre^  j^ff" 

;  planter,  as  in  the  body  of  the  Eraperor  ment,  vigour  of  mind,  control  over  the  irasciua 

,  who  sways  his  sceptre  over  half  the  in*  passions,  and  other  mental  endowments,  though 

I  of  the  globe.  All  the  external  trappings  destitute  of  polish,  will  as  frequently  be  found 

tcinate  the  vulgar  eyo,  and  by  which  the  in  the  lower  walks  of  life  as  in  the  elevated  ranks 

aaks  of  mankind  are  distinguished,  are  of  opulence  and  power. 

dventitious,  and  have  no  necessary  con-  The  philosopher,  however,  as  well  as  the  man 

'ith  the  intrinsic  dignity  of  man.     They  of  rank,  is  apt  to  look  down  with  a  contemptuous 

of  the  consequences  of  the  depravity  of  sneer  on  the  narrow   conceptions  of  the  htis- 

ies :  in  most  instances  they  are  the  re-  bandman,  the  mechanic,  and  the  peasant ;  and  is 

vanity,  folly,  pride,  and  frivolity  ;  and  disposed  to  treat  them  as  if  they  were  an  inferior 

sfiuiie  no  essential  distinction  between  species  of  intelligent  beings.    He  does   not  al- 

l  man  ;  for  a  few  paltry  guineas  would  ways  consider  that  the  profound  and  the  subtle 

I  deck  the  son  of  a  peasant  with  all  the  speculations,  which  are  dignified  with  the  tide  of 

ts  of  a  peer.  philotoph^t  are  frequently  of  less  importance  to 

are  also  nearly  on  a  level  in  respect  to  the  progress  of  the  human  mind,  and  to  the  eii> 

al  faculties  which  they  possess.    Every  joyment  of  substantial  comfort,  than  the  dedue- 

>wever  low  his  station  in  the  present  tions  of  common  sense  and  the  dictates  of  a 

endowed  with  a  spiritual  principle  whkJi  sound    though  plain  understanding;   that  they 

ived  by  "  the  inspiration  of  the   A  I-  torment  him  with  feelings,  doubts,  and  perplezi- 

'  which  is  superior  to  all  the  mechanism  ties,  whidi  sometimes  shake  the  whole  ftbric  ol 

lifications  of  matter,  and  by  which  he  is  his  knowledge,  and  lead  him  bto  labyrinths,  out 

beings  of  a  superior  order.    The  Aicul-  of  which  he  can  scarcely  extricate  his  way ; 

wsciousness,  perception,  memory,  con-  while  the  man  of  plain  uiderstanding,  guided  by 

imagination,  judgment,  reasoning,  and  a  few  certain  and  important  points  (^ truth,  pro- 

eling,  are  common  to  men  of  all  casts  secutes  the  path  of  virtue  with  sai^y  and  success. 

OM.   The  power  of  recollecting  the  past,  For  it  may  be  considered  as  an  established 
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■umm,  that  the  most  interesting  and  salutary  latsd  to  raise  mankind  to  the  moral  dlgni^  if 

truths  connected  with  the  happiness  of  man  are  their  aature. 

■either  numerous  nor  difficult  to  be  acquired,  Fourthly,  Mankind  possess  snbetantiaOy  Ac 

and  are  level  to  the  comprehension  of  men  of  same  pleasures  and  enjoyments.     It  is  a  trilv 

erery  nation  and  of  erery  rank.     But  however  Maying,  but  it  is  nevertlieless  a  true  and  importari 

frovelling  may  be  the  aflections,  and  however  one,  that  happiness  dods  not  depend  upon  At 

limited  the  intellectual  views  of  the  untutored  rank  and  staiivnB  we  occupy  in  life,  nor  upon  Ihl 

ranks  of  society,  they  are  e<Mp<Me  of  being  trtuneil  quantity  of  wealth  or  riches  we  posseas,    TV 

to  the  knowledge  and  the  practice  of  every  thing  pleasures  which  flew  from  the  movements  of  dv 

whidi  regards  their  present  comfort  and  their  system  of  nature,  and  from  the  beauties  wbieb 

future  happiness ;  and  to  devise  and  execute  the  adorn  the  heavens  and  the  earth,  are  coraaMt 

means  by  which  this  object  may  be  accomplish-  >nd  open  to  all  the  mhabitants  of  the  globe.^  Tfis 

ad,  is  one  way  among  many  others  by  which  our  rising  sun,  the  smiling  day,  the  flowery  laaii- 

love  to  mankind  should  be  displayed  and  demon-  scape,  the  purling  streams,  the  lofty  mountaiia, 

■trated.    We  have  na  reason  to  complain  of  the  ^  (he  fertile  vales,  the  verdure  of  the  meadows,  tftr 

want  of  mental  energy,  or  of  the  ignorance  and  ruddy  hues  of  the  evening  douds,  the  raidio* 

folly  of   the  lower  orders  of  mankind,  and   to  adorned  with  all  the  colours  of  light,  the  coruses'    "^ 

despise  them  on  this  account,  while  we  sit  still  tions  uf  the  northern  lights,  the   music  of  tbv    ^ 

in  crinMnal  apathy,  and  refuse  to  apply  those  gropes,  the  songs  of  the  nightingale  and  the  laiif 

nseaos  which  are  requisite  to  raise  them  fitmi  ^  breath  of  spring,  the  fruks  of  harvest,  dw 

their  stsrte  of  moral  and  intellectual  degradation,  aizare  sky,  the  blaxinc  comet,  the  planets  in  thsir 

Thirdly,  Mankind  are  on  an  equality,  in  r»-  courses,  the  moon  wJking  io  brightness,  and  dis    '* 

apact  of  that  moral  deprarity  with  which  they  are  radiant  host  of  stars,  convey  to  the  mind  tho*'    /^ 

all  infected.    From  whatever  cause  it  may  be  Mnds  of  delightful  images  and  sensations,  wfaiek    ^ 

conceived  to  hove  originated,  the  fact  b  certain,  charm  the  cottager  and  the  mechanic  no  Isn  p 

that  a  moral  disease  has  spread  itself  through  all  than  the  sons  of  opulence  and  fame.    The  plei> 

the  brandies  of  the  human  family,  in  whatever  "^^  of  the  senses,  of  eating  and  drinking,  of 

■tation,  or  in  vidiatever  regions  of  die  gbbe  they  afllbctionate  friendship,  of  social  and  domestk 

■Bty  be  placed.    Whether  we  look  back  on  the  intsrcoune,  of  a  cheeiful  contented  mbd,  of  (sr> 

"  generations  of  oki,**  or  survey  tb«  moral  state  ▼^ix  piety  towards  God,  and  of  the  hope  of  im-   r 

•f  the  nations  in  modem  times ;  whether  we  turn  nMrtality  beyond  the  grave,  may  be  enjoyed  by 

oar  eyes  to  the  abodes  of  savage  or  of  civilized  ■"«"  of  every  colour,  imd  rank,  and  oondhtoa  b 

life ;  whether  we  contemplate  the  characters  of  l>^o  i  hy  the  inhabitants  of  the  cottage,  as  weO  as 

the  higher  orders  of  society,  or  the  practices  ^7  the  potentate  who  sways  his  sceptre  ovsr 

vidiich  abound  among  the  inferior  ranks  of  social  kingdoms.    Nor  does  it  materially  detract  from 

Ufa ;  the  stamp  of  depravity,  in  one  shape  or  these  enjoyments  in  the  oase  of  the  peasant, 

another,  appears  impressed  upon  the   general  that  his  body  is  fi-equenily  hung  with  rags,  thaf 

conduct  of  mankind.    In  the  case  of  iiationgf  he  subsists  on  the  coarsest  fare,  and  reposes 

this  depravity  has  manifested  itself  in  those  %var8,  under  the  thatdi  of  a  miserable  hut.     For  habit 

dissensions,  devastations,  and   contentions  for  i^  the  great  leveller  of  mankind ;  it  reconciles 

territory  and  power,  which  have  in  all  ages  con-  us  to  innumerable  inconveniences  and  prhrationa, 

▼ulsed  the  human  race  and  disturbed  the  peace  &od  blunts  the  edge  of  the  keenest  pleasures, 

of  the  worki.    Among  lesser  societies,  families.  The  owner  of  a  princely  mansion  frequently 

and  individuals,  it  is  displayed  in  the  operation  loathes  the  most  ddicious  dainties  on  his  table, 

of  the  prindples  of  pride,  ambition,  tyranny,  ^nd  walks  through  his  magmfioent  ^MrtDenls, 

persecution,  revenge,  malice,  envy,  falsehood,  surrounded  with  paintiqgs  and  deooratkMM,  with 

deceit,  eovelousness,  anger,  and  other  malignant  &'  much  apathy  and  indifference  aa  if  be  were 

passions,  which  have  infested  all  ranks  and  coo-  in  an  Indian  wigwam  or  a  day-bailt  cottage, 

ditioos  of  men.     This  depravity  infects  the  ^  that,  in  the  pleasures  of  sense,  of  affection, 

higher  ranks  of  mankind  equally  with  the  lower,  ^'^  sentiment,  there  is  no  esaen^^  diatinclion 

th^igh  among  the  former  it  is  sometimes  var-  between  the  high  and  the  low,  the  rich  and  the 

nished  over  with  a  fairer  exterior ;  and  therefore,  poor.    But  should  it  be  insinuated  that  the  poor 

there  is  no  rank  or  order  of  men  that  have  any  uid  the  ignoble  have  fewer  enjoyneata  tban  ths 

▼alid  reason  on  this  ground  for  despising  their  rich,  then  it  will  f&llow,  that  towardi  then  is  t 

fellow-creatures,  or  withhokling  from  them  the  particuhu-  manner  our  benevdent  affectiooi  oo^ 

exercise  of  love  and  affection.    For  **  there  is  to  be  directed,  in  order  that  they  naj  mjfuj  a 

none  righteous,  no,  not  one :  for  all  have  sinned,  competent  portion  of  those  physical  aod  Inlflan 

and  come  short  of  the-  glory  of  Qod,^    And  in  tual  pleasures  which  the  Creator  bu  proridid  tbf 

tfiii  point  of  view,  love  ought  to  exercise  its  be-  all  his  creatures. 

aefioeot  eoergiea,  in  endeavouring  to  counteract  Fifthly,  Men  in  every  ooBdition  and  is  etMj 

tbe  stream  of  homan  oomiptioo,  and  in  dissemi-  clime  have  the  same  wants,  and  are  nipriaod  la 

■itiii|tlMiadiriBa  primiplsawbkb  weciloiH  the  mom  dlMrtan  aid  aOBotaoM. 
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.  ftVnta  flold  and  btat,  oMian  and  rut,  ve  com-  rds,  of  illustrioiu  iitat— ngn,  maj  be  adorned 

10  all  offdan  and  eooditiom  of  men ;  and  in  with  lofty  columna,  with  iculptured  marble,  and 

to  Mpplj  and  alleriate  audi  wania,  the  aid  flattering    ioacriptioai ;    but  within  these  T«r- 

our  fellow-flMB  it  uadispeniably  requisite,  to  nifhed  moounienta  their  bodies  present  putrid 

us  to  obtain  food,  raiment,  light,  warmth,  carcasses,  as  loathsonte,  and  as  much  the  prey  of 

^    OMufortable  accommodation,  and  shelter  from  the  worms  and  corruption,  as  the  corpse  of  their 

lalaals  of  the  tempest.     We  all  stand  in  need  of  roeanesl  vassal.     Their  eyes  are  equally  impe- 

.    oomfiart  and  advice  in  the  hour  of  difficulty  and  netrable  to  the  li^htof  day,  their  ears  are  equally 

danger;  we  all  loog  for  the  lure,  and  friendship,  deaf  to  the  charms  of  music,  and  their  tongues 

Mad  good  offices  of  those  around  us  ;  and  we  all  are  equally  silent  in  this  land  of  deep  (orgelful- 

thirM  tot  an  increase  of  knowledge,  happiness,  noss.     This  consideration  of  itself  fully  drmon- 

'    and  joj.    And  those  wants  and  desires  can  be  strates,  if  any  demonstration  be   nece8<>ary,  the 

supplied  and  ip«iified  only  by  the  kindly  inter-  natural  t*puMiUty  of  mankind,  and   that  there  is 

'    oourae  and  alTectiua  of  kindred  spirits.  no  essential  difiereiKe  between  the  noble  and  the 

"'  All  are  ezpoaed  to  the  same  sorrows  and  af-  ignoble,  the  emperor,  and  the  slave.    And  since 

flaetiona.     Disappoiniments,  anxiety,  dbgrace,  mankind  are  all  equally  liable  to  afflictions  and 

**    aocidonta,  pain,  aickneas,  disease,  loss  of  Iwalth,  distresses,  and  are  all  journeying  to  the  (omb, 

fertuiM,  and  honouri  bereavement  of  chiMren,  nothing  can  be  more  reasonable  than  the  exercise 

'_  frionda,  and  rrlativea,  are  equally  the  kH  of  the  of  love,  with  all  its  kindred  affections,  towards 

'  priaoe  and  iba  peasant.  The  prince  in  the  cradle  every  class  of  our  fellow-men,  in  order  to  alle- 

^  is  a  beinf  as  weak  and  feebla,  as  dependent  on  viaie  their  sorrows,  and  to  cfaver  them  on  their 

'^  kin  none,  baa  as  many  wants  to  be  supplied,  is  passage  through  this  region  of  mortality. 

*'  Umblo  to  aa  many  diseases  and  accidents,  and        Thus  it  appears,  that  diere  is  a  natural  equal- 

~    Mqnifoa  aa  many  eaertions  to  learn  to  lisp,  to  ity  subsisting  among  mankind,  in  respect  af  their 

'  Bpoak,  and  lo  walk,  as  the  new-born  babe  of  his  origin,  their  corporeal  organization,  their  intel- 

WMianeat  aubjecC.    Nay,  the  rich  and  the  power-  lectual    powers,  their    moral    depravity,    their 

fnl  aro  frequently  expoaed  to  miseries  and  vexa-  wants,  their  afflictions,  their  pleasures,  and  en- 

^  '  Uqh  from  fimeiod  insults,  affronu,  and  provoca-  joymcnts,  and  the  state  to  which  they  are  reduc- 

]^  tiooB,  from  frustrated  hopes,  from  pride,  vanity,  ed  after  they  have  finished  the  career  of  their 

.'    and  UMmmonr,  from  abortive  projects  and  di»-  nnortal  existence.    The  illustration  of  such  cir- 

coaeeried  plana,  to  which  tiie  poor  are  generally  eumstances  would  be  quite  unnecessary,  were  it 

■twiera.    If  we  enter  into  one  of  the  abodes  (^  not  that  a  certain  proportion  of  mankind,  under 

'  ^orarty,  whera  one  of  the  victims  of  disease  is  the  influence  of  pride  and  other  malignant  pas- 

^   Hdining,  wa  may  behoU  a  poor  emaciated  moc^  sions,  are  still  disposed  to  look  down  on  certain 

J      111,  with  hafgaid  kicks  anid  a  heaving  breast,  classes  of  their  fellow-mortals  as  if  they  were^a 

^  "  npoaing  on  a  pillow  of  st^w,  surrounded  by  species  of  beings  of  an  inferior  order  in  the  scale 

nigad  diiUran  and   an  aflectionate  wife,  all  <^  existence.    To   the  propriety  of  the  senti- 

^^     tifar  to  aoolh  his  sorrows  and  alleviate  his  dis-  menis  now  stated,  the  sacred  Scriptures  bear 

^        ta^sL    If  we  pass  through  a  crowd  of  domestics  ample  testimony.    "  The  rich  and  the  poor  meet 

^     tad  courtly  attendants  into  the  mansion  of  opu-  tojjether  ;  the  Lord  is  the  maker  of  them  all."^ 

1^       Icooa,  where  disease  or  the  harbinger  of  death  "  Did  not  he  that  made  me  in  the  womb  make 

^       has  seized  one  of  its  victims,  we  may  also  behold  my  servant,  and  did  he  not  fashion  us  alike  ?"! 

a  wretch,  pale,  blotched,  and  distorted,  agonizing  "  God  hath  made  of  oneJ>Iood  all  nations  of  men 

^'       under  the  pain  of  the  asthma,  the  gravel,  or  the  for  to  dwell  on  all  the  face  of  the  earth,  and  hath 

^       gout,  and  trembling  under  the  apprehensions  of  determined  the  times  before  appointed,  and  the 

the  aolemni^  of  a  future  judgment,  without  one  bounds  of  their  habitation.*'^ 

1^       lineere  friend  to  affi>rd  him  a  drop  of  consols-         Since,  therefore,  it  appears,  that  mankind  are 

tioo.     Neither  the  splendour  of  his  apartment,  equal  in  every  thing  that  is  essential  to  the  hu- 

Bor  tbo  cosdy  crimson  with  which  his  couch  is  man  character,  this  equality  lays  abroad  founda- 

^       koag,  nor  the  attentions  of  his  physicians,  nor  tion  for  the  exercise  of  universal  love  towards 

.         liw  number  of  his  attendants,  can  prevent  the  men  of  all  nations,  tribes,  conditions,  and  ranks. 

bitter  taate  of  nauseous  medicines,  the  intolera^  It  must  ob^ously  appear  contrary  to  every  prin- 

\        ble  pains,  tbo  misgivings  of  heart,  and  the  pangs  ciple  of  reason,  repugnant  to  every  amiable  feel- 

of  conacianea  which  he  feels  in  common  with  ing,  and  inconsistent  with  the  general  happiness 

^        the  meanaaC  wrateh  «dio  ia  expiring  on  a  dung-  <^  the  species,  that  intelligent  beings,  who  are  all 

k9.  children  of  the  same  Almighty  Parent,  members 

Laady,  All  ranks  come  to  the  same  termina-  of  the  same  greatfamily,  and  Ihiked  together  by 

tfaa  of  tfaioir  mortal  eiistenee.    "  Dust  thou  art,  bo  many  fraternal  ties,  shouM  "  bite  and  devour 

mA  oato  doat  thoo  sbalt  return,**  ia  a  docreo  one   another,**   engage    in  hostile   entarprisea 

iiUdi  baa  fone  ferth  against  avery  inhabitant  of  against  each  other,  look  down  with  acorn  and 

mt  ifsH^t  of  whatavar  kindred,  rank,  or  nation. 

Th*  to^ba  of  nightj  princea,  of  intrepid  gana*       •Prar.zHLa.    tjobzzzLia.    lAettzvlLML 
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eontempt  oo  each  flher,  or  even  behold  with  in-  hitelj  inevitable  in  m  world  where  moral  etfl  » 

didference  the  oooditioo  of  the  meeoett  member  isu,  and  where  iti  inhabitants  are  rTpnari  M 

of  the  family  to  which  they  belong.  On  the  otKrr  dangen,  difficultiet,  and  distreM.    Whelhtf  Ai 

hand,  it  u  consistent  with  ihe  dictates  of  eolight-  inhdbiiants  of  a  world,  where  moral  [ttnttiiSm 

cneti  reason,  congenial  to  the  best  feeHngs  of  hu-  reigns  triumphant,  can  exist  in  a  stale  of  perita 

man  nature,  tnd  indispensably  requuite  to  the  felicity,  and  mure  forward  in  progressive  i» 

promotion  of  unirersal  happiness,  that  such  be-  pruvement,  without  a  subordinaiioa  of  rank,  t'u 

ings  sliould  be  united  in  *he  bonds  of  affection  not  for  us  to  determine.     But  in  such  a  world  m 
and  harmony,  that  they  should  sympathize  with  '  oun,  it  it  a  wise  and  gracious  appointmnt  d 

the  distressed,  delight  in  beholding  the  happi-  the  Creator,  and  is  attended  with  many  and  v> 

ness  of  ail,  "  rejoice  with  them  that  do  rejoice,  portant  advantages.     Were  there  no  dirersitj  of 

and  weep  with  them  that  weep  ;**— that  every  one,  wealth  and  station,  we  should  be  deprived  of 

whether  he  be  near  or  far  off,  whether  he  be  rich  many  of  the  oooiforts.  conveniences,  and  am^ 

or  poor,  whether  he  be   learned  or  unlearned,  tances  which  we  now  enjoy.     Every  one  wooH 

whedier  he  belong  to  this  or  the  other  civil  or  be  obliged  to  provide  for  himself  food,  driik, 

religious  society,  whether  his  colour  be  Uack  or  clothing,  furniture,  sheher,  medicines,  aad  i» 

white,  whether  he  be  blind,  or  deaf,  or  lame,  creations;  and  in  the  season  of  sickness,  daagir, 

whsthor  he  be  an  inhabitant  of  Qreenland,  Ice-  and  distress,  he  woukl  have  few  or  none  tosl» 

land,    Barbary,   Germany,  France,  or  Spain,  viate  his  affliction,  and  contribute  to  his  caa> 

whatever  may  be  his  language,  manners,  or  ous-  fort.  But,  in  consequence  oTthe  diventily  nkick 

toma,  should  be  recognized,  wherever  be  may  be  now  exisis,  an  opportunity  is  affi>rded  of  •» 

found,  as  a  friend  and  brother ;  and  a  cordial  in-  ploying  the  several  eapadties  and  iiiiilijiiwi 

terest  felt  in  every  thing  that  concerns  his  welfare  of  mankind  in  those  lines  of  active  eatertioo,  fa 

and  oomfort    Such  a  recognition  of  man  ai  man,  which  they  are  riaspectively  fitted,  and  of  rnfar 

is  a  duty  which  necessarily  floxvs  from  the  na-  ing  them  subservient  for  the  improvemooC  m 

tural  equality  of  mankind,  und  is  congenial  to  the  happiness  of  general  society.    Om  essrcisss  Ai 

conduct  of  the  Universal  Parent  towards  all  his  fraide  of  a  weaver,  another  that  of  a  baker;  ew 

human  offspring.  For,  in  his  love  to  his  numerous  is  a  shoemaker,  another  a  taikir ;  one  b  •■  ai^ 

family,  and  wiUiout  respect  of  persons,  he  makes  tect,  another  a  &nner ;  one  is  a  taadier  of  id 

(he  same  vital  air  to  give  play  to  their  lungs,  the  ence  or  religion ;  others  have  their  miada  eoNr 

same  sun  to  cheer  and  enU|{hten  diem,  and  the  tained  and  improved  by  his  instmctioos.    Otoi  i 

same  rains  and  dews  to  refiesh  their  F.elds,  and  appointed  a  ruler  cfnr  a  city,  mnocbsr  oftir  i 

to  ripen  the  fruits  of  harvest.                        *  kingdom ;  one  is  employed  in  writiBf  for  ik 

Let  it  not,  however,  be  inferred^  from  what  amusement  and  instrucUon  of  mankind,  aaollMi 

has  been  now  stated,  that  we  mean  to  sap  the  is  employed  in  printing  and  pubibhinf  his  wrb 

foundations  of  that  subordination  of  ranks  which  ings.    By  this  arrangement,  the  powers  and  o^ 

exists  in  this  world.    This  gradation  in  society  pacities  in  which  individuals  excel,  aregradoall] 

is  the  appointment  of  God,  and  necessarily  flows  carried  to  the  highest  degree  of  attainable  per 


from  the  ciraimstances  and  relations  in  which     fection ;  and  the  exertions  of  a  single  ii 

man  is  placed  in  this  first  stage  of  his  existence  ;     are  rendered  subservient  to  the  ease,  the  ooorai 


and,    were  it  completely   overthrown,    society  nience,  and  the  mental  improvement  of 

would  be  plunged  into  a  scene  of  anarchy  and  sands. 

confusion ;  and  the  greater  pait  of  the  individiuds        It  is  not  to  the  diversity  of  rank  and' 

which  compose  it,  would  become  a  lawless  ban-  that  the   evils  which  exist  amonf  the 

ditti.     Whether  or  not  there  exists  a  subordina-  classes  of  society  are  to  be  attributed ;  bm  to  thi 


tion  of  office  and  rank  among  tuperior  intelligen-  influence  of  a  spirit  of  pride,  on  the 

ces  of  the  same  species,  or  among  the  inhabitants  and  a  spirit  of  insubordination  on  the  other    lo 

of  other  globes,  we  are  unable  at  present  to  de-  the  want  of  a  disposition  to  discharge  the  dotiii 

termine ;  but  in  the  actual  condition  of  society  peculiar  to  each  stati(m,and  to  the  deficient  si 

in  the  world  in  which  we  dwell,  a  state  of  com-  those  kindly  affections  which  ought  to  be  nMi- 

plete    independence,  and  a  perfect  equality  of  fesied  towards  every  human  being,  bj  men  is  ll 

wealth,  station,  and  rank,  are  impossible,  so  long  the  ranks  and  departments  of  life.    STkive,  iail 

as  there  exists  a  diversity  in  the  capacities,  its  benevolent  ramifications,  were  to  j^ 

tempers,  and  pursuits  of  men.     On  the  diversity  various  ranks  of  social  lilb,  kings  wmdd 

,of  rank,  and  the  relations  which  subsist  between  oppress  their  subjects,  nor  masters  act 

the  different  classes  of  society,  as  parents  and  towards  their  servants ;  nor  would  stAgeelt  i 

children,  masters  and  servants,  princes  and  sub-  aervants  refiise  to  submit  to  juat  lavm, 

jects,  is  founded  a  great  proportion  of  those  table  regulations.    AD  woidd  act  their  parti  lilih 

moral  laws  which  Gc^  hath  promulgated  in  his  harmony  and  delight  in  this  great  moral  nmdUM^ 

word,  for  regulating  the  inolinatinna  and  the  ooo-  and  every  station  and  rank  would  eoaCribrt^h 

duct  of  mankind.  its  sphere,  to  the  prosperity  and  happ&waf 

Dirani^of  fortnoaaiidatationaiipeuitbto-  anolber.    For  the  poor  oaaooi  da  widHil  Ai 
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le  rich  wilboot  the  poor ;  the  prince  ning  flax  and  cotton  into  yam,  another  it  weavw 

■  8utgects,nor  eubjectt  without  wise  ing  it  into  linen  and  mueUA,  to  cover  and  adorn 

ened  rulers,  and  equitable  laws.     AU  us.    One  is  dressing  the  fine,  whose  juice  is  to 

together  bj  innumerable  ties;  and  the  cheer  and  refresh  us;  another  ii  treading  the 

.  of  thoM  ties,  and  the  practice  of  the  wine-press,  and  preparing  the  wine  for  our  use. 

duties  which  arise  out  of  them,  form  Here,  we  behold   the  blacksnuth   toiling  '  and 

of  individual  happiness,  and  the  bonds  sweating  at   the  anvil,  preparing    tongs,   and 

Djojment  shovels,  and  grates,  for  our  apartments ;  there, 

we  behold  the  carpenter,  with  his  hammer,  and 

plane,  and  saw,  fitting  up  beds,  and  tables,  and 

chairs,  fur  our  ease  and  accommodation.   Here, 

SECTION  II.  one  is  preparing  our  food,  and  another  our  cloth- 
ing; there,  one  is  preparing   our   drink,  and 

mcxiovs  AVD   RELATIONS  WHICH  another  our  medicines.     In  one  chamber,  the 

▲xoiro  MAMViMD  consiDEBKD  AS  Student  of  nature  and  of  science  is  preparing,  at 

isHivo    THE   BASIS  OF    LOTE   TO  the  midnight  lamp,  those  compositions  which  are 

jaBBOUB.  to  convej  entertainment  and  instruction  to  the 

minds  of  the  public ;  in  another,  the  hemld  of 

latioos  which  subsist  among  mankind  salvation  is  meditating  on  those  divine  subjects, 

lation  for  the  exercise  of  the  benevo-  which  he  is  about  to  proclaim  for  the  illUminatioa 

ans,  and  for  the  various  duties  of  social  and  comfort  of  assembled  multitudes.  'In  short, 

hsae  relations  are  far  more  numerous  to  whatever  department  of  human  societj  we  di> 

ive  than  the  generality  of  mankind  are  rect  our  attsntion,  and  to  whatever  qpiarter  we 

>  admit.    The  relations  of  parents  and  torn  oar  eyes,  in  the  bnsy  scene  arouiid  us,  ws 

f  hu^Muods  and  w  ives,  of  brethren  and  behoU  thousands  of  our  fellownaen  exerting  tbeb 

masters  and  servants,  of  rulers  and  corporeal  and  inteSectual  powers  in  those  sm- 

{ teachers  and  scholars,  of  buyers  and  ploymeats  which  wiD  ultimately  coBtribute  stthsr 

;.  are  recognized  by  all  as  involving  an  to  our  esse,  oar  entertainment,  our  secority,  oar 

to  the  exercise  of  certain  correspond-  acooamiodation,  our  subsistence,  or  our  smmtbI 

and  affections. '  The  moment  we  coo-  and  inteUectual  improvement. 

be  relation  of  a  parent  and  a  child,  we  But  our  connexions  with  human  beiqgs  afs 

reeive  the  obligation  of  love  on  the  part  not  confined  to  our  immediate  neighbourhood,  aor 

;nt,  and  of  reverence  and  obedience  on  even  to  the  nation  in  vdiich  we  reside.     There 

the  child  ;  and,  in  every  other  relaticm,  ig  scarcely  a  region  of  the  gfobe  towards  which 

oding  duty  is  involved,  resulting  from  we  can  direct  our  view,  in  which  we  do  not  b^ 

of  that  relation,  and  founded  on  the  hokl  innumerable  links  which  connect  us  with  the 

>f  love.    But  as  these  relations,  and  great  fiunily  of  mankind.    Let  us  turn  onr  eyes 

xpoiWling  duties  and  affections  have  to  the  West  India  islands,  and  we  shall  behoU 

ently  illustrated,  I  shall  advert  to  a  va-  the  poor  African  slave  toiling  under  the  scorch" 

rircumstances,    generally    overlooked,  ing  heat  of  a  tropical  sun,  and  smarting  under 

oostrale  the  universal  connexion  of  hu-  the  cruel  lash  of  an  unfeeling  overseer,  in  order 

s  with  each  other,  and  the  reasonable-  to  provide  for  us  sugar,  molasses,  and  rice,  to 

e  exercise  of  lovo  towards  all  man-  mingle  with  our  dainties,  and  to  regale  our  appe- 
tites.    If  we  direct  our  view  to  the  empire  of 

rw  we  turn  our  eyes  towards  the  great  China,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  globe,  twelve 

lankind — whether  we  look  around  on  the  thousand  milto  distant  firom  the  former  region, 

nativity,  or  to  distant  continents,  and  we  shall  behold  thousands  and  tens  of  thousands 

I  which  sunound  them,  we  behold  thou-  of  our  brethren  of  the  human  fomily  busily  em- 

luman  beings  toiling  for  our  ease,  our  ployed,  in  planting  the  tea  tree,  in  plucking  its 

ce,  our  pleasure,  and  improvement. —  leaves,  in  exposing  them  to  the  steam  of  boUing 

behold  the  ploughman  turning  up  the  water,  in  spreading  them  out  to  dry,  in  assorting 

the  soil,  and  the  sower  casting  in  the  them  into  different  parcds,  in  packing  and  ship- 

b  is  to  produce  the  fruits  of  harvest : —  ping  them  off*  for  distant  shores,  that  we,  at  a 

behold  the  reaper  cutting  down  the  com  distance  of  nine  thousand  miles,  may  eBjoy  a  d»> 

to  serve  for  our  nourishment.    On  the  licious  beverage  for  our  morning  and  evening 

,  we  behold  the  cow-herd  tending  his  meals.*  If  we  turn  oar  eves  on  India  and  Persia, 
ich  are  to  afford  us  milk,  butter,  and 

»  the  other,  we  behold  the  shepherd  .  ^^^  ^  ^^,^^  ^^  ^^^^  bererage  we  are  Met>ted 

,s  flocks,  whose  wool  is  to  provide  us  even  to  some  of  the  monkey  tribe.  As  the  tea  shrub 

n  and  comforUble  clothing.    One   is  often  grows  on  the  rufn^lMmks  of  steep  mountains, 

1    .u     r       .L    u'j r^Jl..  ...^tk^.  access  to  which  is  dangeroas,  and  sometimes  im« 

leather  from  the  hides  of  oxen,  another  jSSlcaWe.  the  CbinSe,  in  order  to  come  at  the 

I  it  into  shoes  and  boots.    One  u  spin-  iMves,  maks  use  of  a  singular  stratagem.  Thsss 
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we  shall  find  multitudes  of  men,  women,  and  exposed  to  the  rigoara  of  an  arctic  sky,  and  kin 

ehildreo  assiduously  employed  in  cultiTating  the  narrowly  escaped  being  plunged  into  the  daip 

mulberry  plant,  in  hatching  and  rearing  silk-  by  the  stroke  of  an  enonnous  whale,  in  oidv 

worms,    in  winding  and  twisting  the  delicate  that  we  might  be  supplied  with  seal-skins,  whd^ 

threads  whidi  proceed  from  these  insects,  and  bone,  and  oil  for  our  lamps, 
pieparing  them  for  the  loom,  in  order  that  our        Even  in  the  bowels  of  the  ocean  tboasaadief 

ladies  may  be  adorned  with  this  finest  production  poor  wretches,  on  the  coasts  of  Califonia,  Cejhii 

of  nature  and  art.    Let  us.pass  in  imagination  Persia,  and  China,  are  diving  amidst  its  wsfn^ 

tothefiroxen  regions  of  Siberia  and  Kamiichatka,  remaining  whole  half  hours,  at  sixty  (aet  belov 

to  the  inhospitable  shores  of  Onalaska  and  the  the  surface  of  its  waters,  exposed  to  the  dasfv 

Aleutian  isles,  and  we  shall  behold  numbers  of  of  bemg  devoured  by  sharks  and  other  raoMkn 

weather-beaten  wretches  exposed  to  innumerable  of  the  deep,  in  order  to  collect  ptarU  tor  on» 

dangen  by  sea  and  land,  traversing  snowy  moun-  ments  to  the  ladies  of  Europe,  Asia,  A&iea,ad 

tains,  foresu,  marches,  and  deserts,  suffering  America. — In  short,  wherever  we  torn  ovr  syn 

frequent  shipwrecks  on  the  coasts  of  unknown  on  the  surface  of  the  mighty  deep,  we  contsB 

islands  inhabited  by  savage  tribes,  and  exposed,  plate  a  busy  scene  of  human  beings  phmgUi| 

night  and  day,  to  the  chilling  frosts  of  the  polar  the  ocean  in  every  direction,  and  toiling,  b  i» 

region,  and  the  attacks  of  ravenous  wolves,  in  midst  of  dangers,  storms,  and  iempesu,  in  onkr 

order  to  collect  the  skins  of  otters,  and  furs  of  va-  to  promote  the  accommodation  of  their  Mow" 

rioos  descriptions,  to  adorn  the  dress  of  our  fe-  mortals,  who  dwell  on  opposite  regions  of  Al 

male  friends,  and  to    shelter    them   firom  the  globe.    On  the  one  hand,  we  behold  thoomrii 

wmter*8  cold.    Let  us  pass  to  the  forests  oTNor-  of  hardy  Russians,  Swedes,  and  Norwegisa^ 

way,  Sweden,  Canada,  and  Jamaica,  and  hun-  steering  their  vessels  along  the  Baltic  and  tki 

dreds  of  hardy,  weather-beaten  peasants,  exposed  German  sea,  to  convey  to  our  dbom  eopfm, 

to  many  accidents  and  privations,  will  be  seen  timber,  pitch,  skins,  h«»np,  and  tallow;  on  tki 

catting  down  the  tall  firs,  larches,  and  mahogany,  other,  we  behold  the  Amerfcam  pkw^hi^  Ai 

•awing  them  into  planks  and  kigs,  and  conveying  waves  of  the  Atlantic,  with  stores  of  mahiMji 

tham  in  floats  along  rapid  rivers  towards  the  sea,  sugar,  rice,  flour,  tobacco,  nm,  and  braaffii 

to  bo  shipped  for  our  coontry,  for  the  purpose  of  Along  the  vast  Pacific  ocean,  the  Spaniik  ^ 

bobig  formed  into  floors  and  roo&  for  our  build-  leoos  are  conveying  to  Europe,  gokli  sdvsr, 

ings,  and  into  elegant  furniture  to  decorate  our  pearls,  precious  stones,  and  all  the  other  ridM 

apartments.  of  Peru.    Even  from  the  southern  icy  oeeaa, 

Not  only  in  distant  islands  and  continents,  where  nature  appears  bound  in  the  fetten  of 

hot  even  in  the  midst  of  the  vast  ocean,  multi-  eternal  ice,  the  adventurous  mariner  is  ooavay* 

tudes  of  our  brethten  are  toiUng  for  our  pleasure,  ing  to  our  shores  fura  of  various  kinds,  with  tM 

convenience,  and  comfort.    See  yonder  vessel  products  of  seals  and  whales.    And,  in  rston 

in  the  Southern  Atlantic  ocean,  which  has  just  for  the  supply  we  receive  fi-om  foreign  regksH, 

weathered  the  storms  on  the  southern  cape  of  our  British  sailors  are  traversing  erery  sea  sad 


Africa,  and  narrowly  escaped  the  dangers  of  ocean,  and  distributing  to  the  inhabitanti  of 

riiipwreck  on  a  rocky  shore.    For  several  weeks  every  clime  the  productions  of  our  arts,  sdenctft 

the  hardy  mariners  have  been  beating  against  and  manufactures. 

the  wind  in  the  midst  of  thunders,  lightnings.  Even  in  the  subterraneous  apaxtmenls  of  tki 

and  tempests,  with   mountainous  waves  con-  globe,  as  well  as  upon  its  surnce,  nwny  tboo- 

tinually  breaking  over  them,  darkness  surround-  sands  of  human  beings  are  labouring,  in  ooofinod 

ing  them  for  many  sleepless  nights,  and  the  dread  and  gloomy  regi(HM,  to  promote  our  comforts  tad 

of  impending  destruction  filling  them  with  trem-  enjoyments.    The  copper  mines  in  Sweden  in 

bling  and  horror.     And  why  have  they  been  ex-  situated  at  more  than  a  thousand  foot  below  As 

posed  to  danger  so  dreadful  and  appalling  ?  That  surface  of  the  ground,  and  contain  a  vast  imflh 

they  might  convey  to  our  shores,  from  China  ber  of  subterraneous  apartments,  branching  ii 

and  Hindostan,  stores  of  tea,  coffee,  sugar,  por-  all  directions.     In  these  dreary  abodes,  twwrt 

cdain,  silks,  carpets,  and  precious  stones,  to  hundred  wretched  beings  are  doomed  to  poM 

supply  luxuries  to  our  tables,  and  ornaments  to  their  existence,  deprived  of  the  <^eerfb]  light  of 

our  dress.    See    yonder  vessel,  too,  which  is  day — toiling,  almost  naked,  in  the  midst  of  hit 

tossing  in  the  midst  of  the  Northern  ocean,  and  sulphureous  vapours,  and  under  severe  ini^ 

passing  between  shoals  and  icebergs,  and  liable  niasters,  in  order  that  we  may  bo  soppUod  wlA 

every  moment  to  be  crushed  to  pieces  between  the  best  species  of  copper,  for  forming  our  hil- 

mountains  of  ice.    Her  mariners  have  long  been  ties,  cauldrons,  and    copper-plate  edgraviMii 

..   ,          .^^  The  salt  mines  of  Hungary  and  Poland,  the  foM 

steep  places  are  generally  frequented  by  great  nuro-  -^     .,       ,-:„^.  „f  p*,  J:  .-j  o.-,   .«j  j^ 

beis  of  monkeys,  which,  tieing  Irritated  aiid  provok-  ^°  •"'^•^  "»»"«■  o'  Potosi  and  Peru,  and  Mr 

ed.  to  avenge  themselves,  tear  off  the  branches,  and  dreds  of   similar  subterraneoiM  mansiona.  ■ 


ed,  to  avenge  themselves,  tear  off  the  branches,  and 

shower  them  down  upon  those  who  have  Insulted 

them.  The  Chinese  Immediately  collect  these  branch'  0        rn'  n         -.j 

iMi]iilitiipoirtheirleaTM.--AMy.  BrU,4rtT^    numerous  groups  of  our  faOow^OMi,  all  SBfi^ 


ST'ili^tairTnr^^  ^i«»  part,  of  the  earth,  pre.it  to  oor  ^^ 
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U««iidUiboan,iBocdtrilntw«iiuiy  common  to  tJw  ip^eiw,  ty  be  ■■cwtly  i  iw^bj 

iches,  the  •kguMko,  •»!  tbe  coo-  and  repraadiiiig  m  m  indifidiMliy  or  ts  •  iwim, 

f  life.    In  oar  own  country,  how  But,  Irom  wfaatovor  moiivtn  tkdr  labours  nnd 

inds  of  oar  brttbron  are  labouring  axertioM  procaod,  it  ia  a  loet  which  eannoC  bo 

■comer  of  tbo  aartb,  &r  beooaih  ita  daoiad,  and  which  tbor  eanaol  prorvnt,  that  wa 

oaod  to  tho  anffixatioa  of  tha  cMba-  actually  enjoy  tha  benefit  ofthfrn;  and,  that,  witl»- 

ihn  azploakna  of  the  Jtf-dam^^  in  oat  iham,  we  aboald  be  daprivad  of  the  froator 

>r  ua  that  invaluable  CmbU,  which  part  of  thoao  comfbrta  and  aiyaymeata  whieh 

heere  cor  winter  apartment!,  whidi  render  exietanoe  deairabla,  and  irtiich  dioer  uo 

iduab,  and  cnablea  oe  to  carry  on  in  our  pilgrimafe  to  the  frnva. 

procaeaea  of  oar  arts  and  manu&o-  We  hava,  tbaraforar  in  afanosC  every  artificial 

object  that  surroonds  «,  and  in  every  ergoymit 

ppean,  that  we  are  coanacted  with  we  poasem  from  day  to  day,  ao  maay  eensibla 

ien»  in  every  quarter  of  the  world,  emblima  of  oar  oonnesioa  with  every  branch  of 

oftiea}— that  millions  of  human  be-  the  great  fiunily  of  mankind.  Whan  we  ait  dowa 

we  have  never  aeeo,  nor  never  will  to  a  dish  of  tea,  we  are  reminded  of  ihe  crowded 

ide  the  grave,  are  labouring  to  pro-  and  busy  pofnilarinn  of  China,  where  this  plant  ia 

srssts,  without  whose  exertions  we  piodoeed,  and  of  the  poor  African  alave,  through 

prived  of  the  greateat  proportion  of  whose  sorrofwa  and  toils  the  sugar  we  mix  wn 

laliona  and  enjoyments.    While  we  it  is  prepared.    And  shall  we  not  feel  a  kiadiv 

I  our  oomfertable  apartments,  feasts  afiection  fer  tbooe  wiioae  kboors  prooore  us  sneli 

boonties  of  Providence,  thousands,  a  refreshing  beverage  7    And  should  not  oar  ke* 

mnds  of  our  brethren  of  mankind,  in  pranpt  us  to  every  active  eurtion  bf  wliidi  their 

ions  of  the  gk)be,  are  assiduously  miaerisa  may  be  alleviated,  and  tlMur  inteBarfal 

procure  fer  ua  supplies  fer  some  and  religioua  improvement  pnaMted  9    Whsa 

aiament.    One  is  sowing  the  seed,  we  kwk  at  the  pearls  which  adorn  ua,  we  are  ra« 

eringintbefiuitsof  harvest;  one  is  mmded  of  the  poor  wretch  wiio  has  phmgad  lo 

d,  and  another  fers  and  flannel,  to  the  bottom  of  llie  deep,  and  acsrambled  amoog 

a  the  winter's  cold ;  one  is  oonvev-  projecting  rocks,  to  the  danger  of  bis  life,-in  or> 

e  luxuries  and  neceesaries  of  life,  dor  to  procnro  them.    When  we  look  at  a  cop* 

ioging  intelligence  from  our  frienda  perflate  engraving,  we  ara  reodnded  of  the  darik 

inds ;  one  u  carrying  grain  to  the  and  cbeerleaa  recesses  of  the  copper  minaa, 

ia  gpinding  it,  and  anoUier  ii  con-  whero  hnndrsds  ara  empkyed  indiggmg fer  4di 

Dg  the  road  to  our  habitations;  one  usefel metal.    When  we  eigoy  theconSbrtof  n 

of  medicinee  to  assuage  our  pains,  cheerful  fire,  we  ara  reminded  of  the  gloomy  adb* 

is  in  search  of  consolation  to  sooth  terraneous  regions  to  which  so  many  of  our  < 


spirits.    In  the  midst  of  these  ne-  trymeo  ara  confined,  and  the  toils  and  dangers  to 

sxertioos,  some  are  crossing  deep  which  they  ara  expoeed,  befera  our  coals  can  bo 

■  rivers,  some  ara  traversing  a  vast  dragged  from  the  bowels  of  the  Mrth.  And  while 

ernem  ;  some  are  wandering  amidst  we  feel  delighted  with  the  diversified  enjoyment 

ffs,  and  trackless  heathe ;  some  are  which  flows  from  the  labour  and  industry  of  every 

I  thirst  in  sandy  deserts ;  some  are  class  fA  mankind,  is  it  reasonable  that  we  should 

kI  benumbed  amidst  the  blasts  of  look  with  indifiSwence  on  any  one  of  them  ?    Ia 

e  are  toiling  along  steep  and  dan-  it  not  accordant  with  the  dictatee  of  enlightened 

,  and  others  are  toasing  in  the  midst  reason,  and  with  every  thing  that  we  coMider  aa 

),  buffeted  by  the  winds  and  raging  amiable  in  the  nature  of  man,  that  we  should 

embrace  them  all  in  the  arms  of  kindness  and 
)  we  are  connected  with  our  fellow-  brotherly  afiectioo,  and  that  our  active  powers, 
so  many  Imks,  is  it  not  reasonable,  so  far  as  our  influeiMe  estendi,  sbouki  be  em- 
denial  to  the  nature  of  man,  that  we  ployed  in  endeavouring  to  promote  their  preeent 
amected  with  them  by  the  ties  of  and  everlasting  happiness?  At  preeent,  they 
d  benevdent  afiections  ?  It  is  trae,  seklom  think  about  the  benefits  th^  are  pncos* 
the  varioui  classes  of  mankind  in  ing  for  us  and  others  by  their  usefiil  laboare;  but 
y,  who  are  toiling  fer  our  ease  and  were  their  droomstances  meliotated,  were  their 
aeUom  or  never  think  of  ua  in  the  miaeries  relieved,  were  their  minda  expanded  by 
X  difficulties  and  labours.  Perfaapa  Instruction,  vroro  their  moral  powen  cultivated 
<  other  end  in  view  than  to  earn  their  and  improved,  were  they  to  behoU  the  variona 
enee,  and  provide  feed  and  dothing  brancheaof  the  Iramanfiunily  fer  whom  they  are 
iliea ;  perfaapa  they  are  actuated  by  labouring,  exerting  every  nerve  to  pronole  their 
Ifisb  motives,  and  by  prindplea  of  moral  improvement  and  domestic  etgoymsnt,  It 
variee;  and  aome  of  them,  perfaapa,  wouU  prodoep  many  pleasing  eowtkoa  kn  their 
of  thai  dapcavlty  which  is  breaalB,  in  dia  nidat  of  all  their  lufliois  hk- 


01  THB  PHIL08QPHT  OP  REUGION. 

booni,  to  rofleet  that  their  Mertioni  are  the    erideot,  that  the  Creator,  io  fcrming  nek  pii> 
neaiM  of  dUtributing  Qumerout  cocnlbrts  and     ciples,  and  in  permitting  man  Io  diaeover  Ihipr 


oooreniences  among  mon  of  different  nations,  nature  and  energies,  intended  that  thej 

ranks,  kindreds,  and  languages.     Their  minds  be  applied  for  promoting  a  rapid  and 

would  take  a  more  extensive  range  among  the  intercourse   among   all  the   brancbea   of  iki 

various  tribes  of  mankind  with  which  (hey  are  large  familjr  which  he  has  placed  upon  thegkite. 

ooonecied,  as  intelligences  of  the  same  q>ecies ;  And  I  have  no  doubt,  that  in  the  future  agss  if 

thej  would  learn  to  trace  (he  remo(e8t  conse-  (he  worid,  bj  means  of  in^M-oreaieflli  in  ad 

quences  of  every  branch  of  labour,  and  of  every  aocj  science,  such  intercourse  will  be  carried  Si 

mechanicaloperatiunin  which  they  are  engaged,  in  the  spirit  of  benevolence,  to  an  extent  m4 

and  they  would  (bus  fitol  themselves  mora  inti-  with  a  rapidity  of  which  wo  cauoC  at  ftmm 

mately  related  to  every  individual  of  the  great  form  any  adequate  conception. 

&mily  to  which  (hey  belong.  It  appears,  then  to  be  one  great  dosign  of  da 

That  it  is  (he  intention  of  the  Creator  that  an  Creator,  in  connecting  maiAind  by  so  tmaf 

extensive  and  affectionate  intercourse  should  be  links,  and  in  rendering  them  dependent  wfm 

earried  on  between  the  remotest  tribes  of  man-  each  other,  though  placed  in  opposite  regiaoiif 

kind,  appears  even  from  the  physical  ooostitu-  the  globe,  to  lay  a  broad  foundation  for  the  ear- 

tion  and  arrangement  of  our  globe.  The  surface  cise  of  the  benevolent  affectionB  between  measf 

of  the  earth  is  every  where  indented  with  rivers  all  nations,  and  ultimat^y  to  unite  the  whole  ka> 

of  various  dimensions,  winding  in  every  direc-  man  race  in  one  harmonious  and  afiectionais  ss- 

tkm  through  the    continents    and    the    larger  ciety.     And  it  is  obviously  the  doty  of  evsrf 

islands,  and  some  of  them  running  a  course  of  hunsan  being  to  cultivate  those  disposttians^  wd 

soreral  thousands  of  miles.    In  the  eastern  cook  to  prosecute  that  train  of  action  wAnck  harea 

tioeot,  above  four  hundred  rivers  of  lai^e  di-  tenideocy  (o  accomplish  the  plans  of  the  ^■ivi^ 

mensions  are  rolling  from  the  mountains  towards  sal  Parent,  and  to  promote  the  happiness  of  Ui 

the  sea ;  and  in  the  western  continent,  more  intelligent  offspring.   In  so  doing,  be  i 

than  one  hundred  and  forty  majestic  streams  are  to  his  own  individual  happiness,  and  at  the  i 

to  be  found,  oonoecting  the  highest  and  the  ro-  time  to  that  of  all  the  moral 


OMtteat  parts  of  the  hmd  with  the  ocean,  besides  ven  and  earth  with  which  he  is  ooaoaoled 
thotwands  of  streams  of  smaller  dimensions. 

The  water  of  the  sea  is  formed  of  such  a  con-  — .-. 

siatency,  or  specific  gravity,  that  it  is  capable  of 

supporting  hurge  floating  edifices;  while,  at  the  SECTION  IIL 

time,  its  parts  are  so  yieUing  as  to  permit 


sueh  vehicles  to  move  with  rapidity  akmg  its  thb  ultimate  DESTiitATTOir  or  mavxiii 

surfooe,  through  its  waves  and  billows.     In  vir-  corsidbred  as  a  basis  roB  i.otb  to  ooi 

tue  of  this  arrangement,  the  ocean,  instead  of  veiobboub,  and   as  a  nonrB  to  m 

standing  as  an  everlasting  barrier  between  the  bxbrcisb. 

nations,  has  become  a  medium  for  (he   most 

speedy  intercourse  between  distant  lands.    The  The  present  world  is  not  the  dtimate  disli* 


atmosphere  which  surrounds  the  globe,  oontri-     nation  of  mankind.    It  is  only  a  pBSsiag 
butes  likewise  by  its  agency  to  promote  the  same     through  which  they  are  now  travellBBg  to  that  is* 
important  end.    By  the  impulsion  of  its  differ-     mortal  existence  which  will  have  no  < 


ent  masses  in  various  directions,  our  ships  are  Man  is  at  present  in  the  infiui^  of  his  beiag ; 

wafted  with  considerable  velocity  along  the  sur-  his  faculties  are  only  beginning  to  espaad,  Hi 

face  of  rivers,  seas,  and  oceans,  to  the  remotest  moral  powers  are  feeble  and  depraved,  his  ialtl" 

extremities  of  the  globe.    By  means  of  these  ar-  lectual  views  are  circumscribed  within  a 

rangements  which  the  Creator  has  established,  range,  and  all  the  rdations  in  which  ho 

the  treasures  of  the  mountains,  and  of  the  inland  demonstrate  that  the  present  eoene  ia* 

parts  of  the  continents  and  islands,  are  conveyed  with  the  future,  and  is  introdndory  to  a  hi^ir 

towards  the  sea,  and  transported  fixxn  one  island  sphere  of  action  and  enjoyment.    **  We  haow,* 

and  continent  to  another ;  and  thus  the  various  says  the  Apoetle  Paul,  **  that  if  thb  eartldy 

tribes  of  mankind  have  an  opportunity  of  visiting  hoMise  of  our  tabemade  were  disaohred,  wo  hlfi 

each  other,  of  cuhivating  an  affectionate  inter-  a  building  of  God,  an  house  not  flnda  wVk 

course,  and  of  contributing  to  their  mutual  en-  hands,  eternal  in  the  heavens.**    And  ov  8k* 

joyment.    And  as  it  is  probable  that  there  exist  viour  declares,  that  **  the  hour  ia  oomii^  li 

in  nature  certain  powers  or  principles  not  yet  whidi  aU  that  are  in  their  gravea  shall  hsv  Ui 

discovered,  the  agency  of  which  may  be  applied  voice,  and  shall  come  forUi,"  and  daU 

totho  prepeSing  of  maohines  and  vehidee  over  vile  bodiee  shall  be  changed,  and  ~ 

land  and  water,  and  through  the  regions  of  the  unto  his  glorious  body,*'  and  shaH  aaiar  into  Ibi 

al^wpharo,  with  a  veloeity  nmch  snperior  to  enjoyment  of  a  new  world,  **  wUek  la  inoaR^ 

frfaft  bar  lilth«to  beso  eAoled^-il  tppeUB  tiMe,  nndefiled,  and  which  hMk  asC  nsni^.* 


RELATIONS  OF  MANKIND.  &S 

The  ca{»acity  of  making  peipetual  axlTances  may  behold  bui  body  laid  ia  the  grave  with  ae 
knowledge  and  moral  improvemeai  in  a  fti-  much  apathy  at  we  behold  the  carcan  of  a  dog 
re  stale  of  existence,  is  that  in  which  the  true  thrown  into  a  pond.  But  could  we  follow  Uw 
piity  of  man  consists;  and  in  this  capacity,  piuus  manbeyood  the  precincts  of  the  tomb,  into 
d  the  high  destination  with  which  ii  is  con-  thai  iramortaJ  scene  which  has  burst  upon  his 
etad,  there  is  ao  difference  betwe<in  the  high  dJRencumbered  spirit ;  could  we  trace  the  gradual 
d  the  low,  the  slare  who  is  ctiained  to  a  expanAiun  of  his  faculties  towards  oLyects  which 
Hey,  and  the  sovereign  at  whose  nod  the  na-  lie  beyond  tlie  grasp  of  mortals,  aad  the  perfeo 
OS  tremble.  They  sre  equally  destined  to  ira-  lion  of  his  moral  powers;  could  we  behold  his 
irtality,  and  will  exist  in  a  future  world,  when  mouldured  frame  starting  up  to  new  life  at  "  the 
ne  and  all  the  arrangements  of  the  present  resurrection  of  the  just,"  and  arrayed  in  new 
lie  shall  oome  to  a  close,  if  man  were  only  splendour  and  beauty;  could  we  cooteraplate  him 
9  creature  of  a  day,  whotie  prospects  are  placed  in  a  station  of  dignity  and  honour  among 
imded  by  this  terrestrial  scene,  and  whoso  the  sods  of  God,"  in  that  glorious  residence  to 
pee  temrinate  ia  the  temb,  it  might  appear  a  which  he  is  destined  ;  his  intellectual  powers  ex- 
itler  of  comparatively  little  importance  whether  pending,  grasping  the  most  sublime  objects,  and 
not  our  benevolent  regards  were  extended  to  pushmg  forward  in  the  caretr  of  perpetual  im* 
r  lellow-mea,  except  ia  so  fur  as  our  self-in-  provomcnt,  without  the  least  stain  of  moral  iro- 
eel  and  avarice  were  concerned.  The  happi-  perfection  ; — would  we  now  treat  such  a  one  with 
13  of  a  fellow-creature  might  then  be  consider-  malevolence,  or  even  with  indifferonce  or  n^ 
as  a  matter  of  indifference,  and  his  dissolu-  gleet  ?  And  wore  we  placed  by  his  side  in  such 
n,  at  death,  a  circumstance  as  trivial  as  the  a  dignified  station,  what  would  our  feelings  be 
ling  of  a  leejf  in  autumn,  or  the  sinking  of  a  when  we  recollected  the  apathy,  the  indifference^ 
me  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean.  Even  in  this  and  even  the  contempt  with  which  he  was  treated 
le,  however,  it  would  still  be  conducive  to  hu-  in  this  subluaary  scene  ?  On  the  other  hand, 
in  happiness  during  the  short  and  uncertain  could  we  follow  the  poor  wretched  slave  to  the 
ia  of  oar  existence,  that  all  the  branches  of  future  world,  aad  contemplate  the  degradation 
I  human  family  were  cemented  together  in  and  misery  to  which  he  is  there  reduced  in  con- 
ion  and  affection.  But  when  we  reflect  that  sequence  of  our  malevolence  and  neglect,  what 
the  intelligent  beings  around  us,  with  whom  emotions  of  horror  and  indignation  should  we 
t  more  immediately  associate,  and  all  those  in  not  feel  at  the  recollection  of  that  pride  and  dia- 
itant  lands  with  whom  we  are  connected  by  affection  which  led  us  to  act  so  basely  towarda 
i  ties  of  one  common  nature,  and  on  whom  we  a  fellow-immortal,  whom  it  was  ia  our  power  to 
pend  for  many  of  our  comforts,  are  destined  have  trained  to  wisdom,  to  excellence,  and  to  a 
«g  with  ourselves  to  an  eternal  world,  in  happy  immortality  7  When,  therefore,  we  be- 
other  region  of  the  Creator's  empire ;  and  hold  individuals  withholding  their  benevolent  re- 
It  the  affections  we  now  cultivate,  and  the  gard  from  their  brethren  of  mankind,  and  treaU 
idoct  we  pursue  in  reference  to  our  brethren,  ing  them  with  haughtiness  and  contempt,  we 
re  an  intimate  relation  to  that  immortal  ex-  must  conclude  that  such  persons  overlook  Ibe 
eace ;— this  consideration  stamps  an  import-  true  dignity  of  man,  and  secretly  disbelieve  the 
ee  on  f  be  exercise  of  brotherly  affection  which  reality  of  an  immortal  state  of  existence,  whatever 
beyond  the  power  of  human  language  to  ex-  professions  they  may  make  to  the  coatrary.  For 
MB.  It  shows  us,  that  the  dispositions  which  the  consideration  of  the  eternal  destii\y  of  man- 
I  BOW  indulge,  and  the  manner  in  which  we  kind  reflects  a  dignity  on  the  meanest  human  be- 
at the  meanest  of  our  fellow-creatures,  may  ing,  and  attaches  an  importance  to  all  our  affec- 
reoognised  and  attended  with  the  most  im-  tioas  and  actions  in  relation  to  him,  mispeakaUy 
rtant  effects  a  thousand  millions  of  years  greater  than  if  his  existence  were  circumscribed 
nee,    and  may  run  parallel  in   their  coose-  within  the  narrow  limits  of  time,  and  throws 


ev«i  with  eternity  itself.  completely  into  the  sliade  all  the  degrading  cir^ 

We  nuiy,  perhaps,  view  it  as  a  matter  of  tri-  cumstances  with  which  he  is  now  surrounded. 
kl  aoment  ia  what  manner  we  now  conduct        When  we  consider  our  brethren  of  the  human 

raelvee  towards  a  servant  or  a  slave ;  whether  family  in  the  light  of  immorfol  intelligences,  and 


w  his  life  miserable  by  hard   labour,  look  forward  to  the  scenes  of  the  eternal  world, 

lel  iasnltt,  and  contemptuous  treatment,  or  a  crowd  of  interesting  reflections  naturally  arises 

tdj  to  promote  his  comfort  and  domestic  enjoy-  in  the  mind.    A  wide  and  unbounded  prospect 

MM ;  whether  we  neglect  to  instruct  him  in  the  opens  before  us.    Amidst  new  creations  and  the 

Dwiedge  of  his  duty  to  his  Qod  and  to  his  fel-  revolutions  of  systems  and  worlds,  new  displays 

r  men,  or  labour  to  promote  his  moral  and  re-  of  the  Creator's  power  and  providence  burst  upon 

looa  improvement.    We  may  view  with  in-  the  view.     We  behoki  ourselves  placed  on  a 

IbieDoe  or  contempt  the  person  and  the  family  theatre  of  action  and  enjoyment,  and  passing 

m  poor  pious  neighbour,  who  has  earned  a  through  "  scenes  and  changes"  which  bear  no 

Mty  ibwatence  by  the  sweat  of  hii  brow,  and  reaemblaace  to  the  tnuwaetions  aad  events  of 

d2 
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tbi*  fublanary  world.     We   behold    ourselref  portlcHi  of  them,  in  their  present  state  oTdeprifi' 

mingiing  with  beings  of  a  superior  order,  culii-  tj  and  degradation,  are  altogether  aoqualifi^  fit 

▼ating  nobler  affections,  and  engaged  in  more  participating  in  the  exercities  and  eDJ9 ymsnli if 

sublime  employments  than  those  which  now  oo-  celestial  intelligences.     Whole  nations  are  d 

cup7  our  attention.     We  behold  ourselves  asso-  overspread  with  intellectual  darkoess,  ignonrt 

eiated  with  nten  of  all  nations  and  kindreds,  and  of  their  eternal  destination,  and  immersed  in  m 

with  those  who  lived  in  the  remotoiit  periods  of  moralities  and  vile  abominations.     And,  evcall 

time.  Millions  of  years  roll  on  afier  millions,  our  those  countries  where  the  light  of  rcvelatioakM 

capacities  and  powers  of  intellect  are  still  ex-  dispelled  the  gloom  ofheathenism,a  vascnasitf 

panding,  and  new  scenes  of  beauty  and  magnifi-  human  beings  are  to  be  found,  "  having  their  <■> 

cenco  are  perpetually  bursting  on  the  astonished  derstandings  darkened,  alienated  firom  the  life  rf 

mind,  without  any  prospect  of  a  termination./—  Grod,"  and  sunk  into  the  mire  of  every  moral  pol' 

Amidst  those  eternal  scenes,  we  shall  doubtless  lution.    Still,  we  have  no  reason,  on  this  » 

enter  into  the  most  intimate  connexions  with  per-  count,  to  overlook  their  native  dignity,  and  dMt 

sons  whom  we  have  never  seen,  from  whom  we  high  destination.    Every  human  being  we  ne 

are  now  separated  by  continents  and  oceans,with  around  us,  however  low  in  rank,  or  degraded  kf 

those  whose  bodies  are  now  mouldering  in  the  dust,  vice,  i$  endowed  with  an  immorttd  nature,  and  it 

with  those  who  have  not  yet  entered  on  the  stage  capable  of  being  rcuaed  to  the  digni^  of  an  laAsHh 

of  existence,  and  with  those  with  whom  we  now  ant  of  heaven ;  and  there  is  not  a  sin^  indi^ 

reliise  to  associate  on  account  of  their  rank,  and  dual  to  whom  we  can  point,  either  in  our  «N 

nation,  and  religious  opinions.    That  man,  into  country  or  in  other  lands,  in  relation  to  wfaomes 

wboee  dwelling  we  wouki  not  at  present  deign  are  authorized  to  affirm,  that  he  will  not  be  • 

to  enter,  and  with  whom  we  wouki  abhor  to  min-  participator  in  immortal  bliss.    And,  tfaercfaci 

^  in  the  public  services  of  religion,  may  then  be  every  man  with  whom  we  associate,  and  whoa 

one  of  our  diief  companions  in  the  regions  of  we  recc^ize  in  the  circle  of  society  around  oh 

bUss,  in  directing  and  expanding  our  views  of  the  ought  to  be  viewed  as  one  with  whom  we  may  w 

glocy  and  magnificenoe  oif  God.   The  man  whom  sociate  in  the  world  to  come.    And  as  to  time 

we  now  hate  and  despise,  and  whose  offers  of  as-  who  appear  to  be  partially  enlightened  and  reoo* 

■iitance  we  wouki  treat  with  disdain,  may  in  vated  in  their  minds,  we  ought  not  to  withliol|l 

that  happier  world  be  a  principal  agent  in  opening  our  affection  and  complacency  on  aoooont  of  didr 

to  our  view  new  sources  of  contemplation  and  ignorance,  their  contracted  views,  or  ecroMoa 

driight.    That  servant  whom  we  now  treat  as  a  opinions.    We  riiouki  view  them,  not  as  they  sis 

being  of  inferior  species,  at  whom  we  frown  and  in  their  present  state  of  infiuicy  and  wwakiWi 

sooki  with  feelings  of  proud  superiority,  may  be  but  as  they  will  be  when  arrived  at  maturity  aa^ 

our  instructor  and  director,  and  every  way  our  manhood ;  not  as  they  appear  in  the  fint  «mI> 

superior,  in  that  region  whf>re  earthly  distinctions  essays  of  their  intellectual  powers,  and  in  the 

are  unknown.     That  humble  instructor  whom  lowest  step  of  their  existence,  but  as  they  will  ip 

we  now  despise,  and  whose  sentim<«nis  wo  treat  pear  in  their  career  of  improvement  after  a  !■(■• 

with  contempt,  may,  in  that  world  ofintelligence  of  millions  of  ages.    Carrying  forward  our  views 

and  love,  be  our  teacher  and  our  guide  to  direct  to  those  eternal  scenes,  and  accompanying  oar 

our  views  of  the  attributes  of  the  Deity,  of  the  brethren  of  the  human  family  through  all  the  gn^ 

arrangements  of  his  providence,  and  of  the  glories  dations  of  their  existence  in  future  worUi,  «• 

of  his  empire.  There  the  prince  may  yield  prece-  behold  their  faculties  in  progrenive  expaosioif 

dence  to  his  subjects,  the  master  to  the  slave,  their  minds  approximating  nearer  to  the  sovcs 

and  the  peer  to  the  humblest  peasant.    For  no  of  eternal  wisdom,  their  views  of  the  empirsof 

pre-eminence  of  birth,  fortune,  or  learning,  no  Onini|>otence  continually  enlarging,  their 


excellence  but  that  which  is  founded  on  holiness     ledge  of  the  plan  of  redemption,  and  itsi 

and  virtue,  on  moral  and  intellectual  endow-     bearings,  for  ever  increasing ;  their  love  and  aA 


meats,    will    have    any  place  in  the  arrange-  fection  to  God  and  to  fellow  intelligenoes 

ments  of  that  world  where  human  distinctions  are  into  a  more  ardent  flame ;  every  einl  propeaiitf 

for  ever  abolished  and  unknown.     And  shall  we  corrected,    every  imperfection  removed,  svay 

now  refuse  to  acknowledge  those  who  are  to  be  blossom  of  virtue  fully  expanded,  and  "  joy  oa* 

our  friends  and  companions  in  that  future  world  ?  speokable  and   full  of  glory"  pervadins  etciT 

Is  it  not  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  reason  and  faculty  of  their  souls.    And  can  we  behwdiiW' 

to  the  voice  of  God  that  we  should  regard  them  ligent  minds,  capable  of  so  high  and  dipufied  al^ 

with  complacency  and  affection,  whatever  be  the  tainments,  and  the  companions  of  our  ftlan 

Srb  they  now  wear,  whatever  be  their  colour  or  destiny,  with  indifference  or  contempt  ?  fatlMf 

uures,  and  in  whatever  island  or  continent  not  here  a  broad  foundation  laid  for  the  awat  O: 

they  may  now  reside?  pansive  emanations  of  love  towards  every  BMf 

It  must,  indeed,  be  admitted,  that  all  the  inha^  her  of  the  great  fiunily  of  mankind,  bonisftf 

Mtants  of  our  world  will  not  be  exalted  to  dignity  much  he  may  be  obscured,  and  anllied  klMl 

nd  bappiooas  in  Che  fiitiire  atate.    A  great  pro-  and  ain  in  thia  ftrnt  ataji  nf  hii  arialiifnT 
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mean  tioM^,  while  the  greater  part  of  hopes,  would  defltroy  erery  vestige  of  peace  and 
are  immersed  in  ignorance  and  vice,  tFanquilUty,  and  stimulate  a  host  of  infernal  pa^ 
>  image  of  their  Maker  is  de&ced,  and  sions  to  rage  without  control.  Their  children 
nortal  powers  prostituted  to  the  vilest  would  be  actuated  bjr  tlie  same  diabolical  tempers. 
,  the  most  ooble  and  honourable  opera-  The  son  would  take  an  internal  pleasure  in  cora- 
rhich  love  can  be  engaged,  is  to  devise  ing,  insulting,  and  reprocu^hing  "  the  fiither  that 
cute  schemes  by  which  our  degraded  begat  him,"  and  in  trampling  with  seom  and  ia- 
saay  be  raised  to  intellectual  and  moral  dignatioo  on  the  mother  who  gave  him  birth.— 
te :  to  train  up  young  immortals  in  re-  Brothers  and  sisters  would  live  under  the  con- 
id  virtue  ;  to  diffuse  the  principirs  of  tinual  influence  of  maliceand  envy,  **  hatefiil,  and 
ewledge  among  all  ranks  ;  to  counteract  hating  one  another."  Whatever  actions  tended 
>Iioal  spirit  of  war  and  contention ;  to  to  irritate,  to  torment,  and  to  enrage  the  passions 
lavery  in  every  shape  ;  to  meliorate  the  of  each  other,  and  to  frustrate  their  desires  and 
d  domestic  cooditioa  of  the  lower  orders  expectations,  wouM  be  performed  with  a  grin  of 
f;  to  publish  the  revelation  of  God  in  infernal  delight.  Mutual  scuffles  and  execrations 
igoage^  and  to  send  forth  the  messen-  woukl  ensue.  One  would  have  his  eye-ball  bruts- 
ilvation  to  every  land,  to  instruct  men  of  ed,  or  knocked  out  of  its  socket,  another  wooM 
ms  and  kindreds  and  tongues  in  the  have  his  teeth  driven  out  of  his  jaws ;  one  wouM 
^  of  the  true  God,  and  of  the  path  which  have  his  hair  lorn  from  its  roots,  another  his 
a  blessed  immortality.  Thus  shall  we  skull  fractured  with  repeated  blowa ;  the  legs  of 
r^  to  sMnifest  our  lore  towards  all  our  one  would  be  full  of  bruises  and  putrifying 
of  the  human  family;  thusahall  we  con-  sores,  and  the  face  of  another  all  over  coverea 

0  render  them  worthy  of  our  highest  af-  with  blotches  and  aears,  most  hideous  to  behokl ; 
and  to  prepare  them  for  the  exalted  and,  in  the  progress  of  contention,  the  hand  of  a 

1  and  eniployments  uf  the  life  to  come,  brodier  woukl  plunge  his  dagger  into  a  brother's 

heart.     In  larger  societies,  fraud,  fidsehood,  de* 
ceit,  seduction,  quarrels,  oppression,  plimder,  ra- 
pine, murder,  ajid  assanination,  would  be  the 
SEC  TION  IV.  common  occurrences  of  every  day  andevery  boor. 

The  seller  would  uniformly  endeavour  lo  cheat 

•oo  AMTD  ot7R  irEioHBOiTK  EKTORccD  the  buyer,  and  the  buyer  wouU endeavour,by  every 

iiAitrsTaATED,   FROM  ▲  coHsiDCRA-  kind  of  fraud,  or  open  force,  to  deprive  the  sel^ 

>F  TBE  BnsERABLB  EFFECTS  WHICH  lor  of  the  vsluc  ofhis  Commodities.  Poison  wouU 

D  EKSUE  WERE  THESE    PRiifciFX.ES  be soMfoT  medicine,  and  deletorious  mixturcs  Rlid  ^ 

tacD,  AifD  WERE  RATIONAL  BEiifos  poisonous  drugs  would  be  mixed  Up  with  the  oom- 

;t  AccoRDiifOLT.  mon  articles  of  food,  that  the  venders  might  enjoy 

the  diabolical  pleasure  of  hearing  of  the  pains, 

wo  leading  principles  which  I  have  en-  the  agonies,  and  the  dying  groans  of  the  victims 

d  to  illustrate,  in  the  preceding  pages,  of  their  villany.     The  debauchee  would  triumph 

basis  of  the  moral  order  of  the  intelli-  in  the  ntmiber  of  victims  he  had  rendered  wretdl- 

rerse.    Consequently,  were  these  prid-  ed  and  forlorn  by  his  wiles  and  depraved  pas- 

veraed,  and  were  moral  agents  to  act  sions ;  the  strong  would  oppress  the  woak,  and 

^y,  the  moral  worM  would  soon  be  trans-  rt^oicc  in  depriving  them  of  every  comfort,  and 

nto  a  scene  of  the  most  dismal  anarchy  the  powerful  would  exult  in  trampling  under  their 

usion.    Every  action  would  be  dictated  feet  the  persons  and  the  property  of  rhe  poor,  and 

igs  of  pure  ffuUevoUnee,  and  misery  in  in  behoUing  the  extent  of  the  miseries  they  had 

ape  would  be  the  great  object  which  hu-  created. 

Bgs  would  exert  their  powers  to  accom-         In  the  comgaon  intercourse  of  life,  every  one 

/ould  we  suppose  for  a  moment,  that  so-  would  be  maltreated,  insulted,  and  reproached, 

lid  subsist  for  any  length  of  time  under  a^  he  walked  along  the  street ;  the  lip  would  be 

itrained  operation  of  such  a  principle,  the  shot  out  with  a  diabolical  grin  at  every  passen- 

,  among  many  thou^iands  of  similar  ef>  ger,  which  wouM  be  returned  with  the  frown  and 

uld  be  the  natural  and  necessary  results,  the  scowl  of  a  demon.    Every  passenger  that 

individual  would    exhibit,    in    every  met  another  on  the  highway  woukl  be  encoun- 

be  character  of  a  fiend  ;  and  every  fami-  tered  with  blows,  execrations,  and  reproaches ; 

I  display  a  miniature  picture  of  hell. —  tmd  he  who  met  his  neighbour  unawares  in  the 

the  husband  and  wife  there  would  be  recesses  of  a  forest,  would  receive  a  dagger  in 

bat  incessant  brawling,  dissension,  and  his  breast  before  he  was  aware  of  his  danger. 

tn.     Whatever  was  srdently  desired  hy  Words  would  be  exchanged  between  man  and 

woold  be  as  resolutely  and  obstinately  man  that  wouM  cut  each  other's  hearts  "  like  the 

lij die  other ;  and  the  fury  and  resentment  piercings  of  a  sword,''  and  horrible  contentions, 

ty  tmaatisfled  desires,  and  disuppoiated  aooompaaied  with  rage  and  fiiry,  and  woundb 
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•nd  bruises  wouki  be  presented  to  the  view  io  all  its  accomptniments,  the   crash  of  U^ 

every  city,  and  village,  and  rural  scene.     When  houses,  und  of  palaces  tumhitng  into  min;  lb 

one  had  finished  a  house  lo  shelter  hira  from  the  terror  and  confusion  <^  its  inhabitants,  lbs  «afr 

storm,  a  number  of  desperadoes,  in  horrid  com-  ings  of  Homen  and  diildren,  and  the  grosai  4 

bination,  would  overturn  the  mansion,  and  crush  the  burning  victims,  would  be  a  feast  lo  lhs8]fa 

him  among  the  ruins.    When  one  had  planted  and  music  to  the  ears  of  such  nwligjaat 


vines  and  fruit-frees,  others  would  seize  tlie  op-  as  they  once  were  to  JVero,  when,  from  lbs  Mf 

portunity,  when  they  were  beginning  to  bud  and  of  a  high  tower,  he  bebdd  Rome  wrapt  ia  if 

blnesom,  to  tear  them  up  by  ihe  roots ;  persons  flames  which  he  hin»elf  had  kincfled,  aad  sai| 

who  sowed  the  seed  in  spring  could  haveno  enn-  on  his  lyre  the  destruction  of  Troy.    Evta  ii 

fidence  that  they  would  ever  reap  the  fruits  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean   such  revoltiag  smaa 

autumn  ;  and  no  one  could  have  the  least  secu-  would  be  frequently  realized.    When  two  skip 

rity  that  the  wealth  and  property  he  possessed  descried  each  other,  a  diabolical  oaaat  wsdi 

to-day  would  be  his  to^^norrow.    No  one  could  ensue.     To  set  on  flaaws  th«  reapectiv« 


lael  secure  ibr  a  single  hour,  that  his  life  was  to  sink  them  in  the  deep,  or  to  cause  fktm  U 

not  in  danger  from  the  sword  of  the  murderer  or  burst  with  a  horrid  explosion,  wouU  be  lbs  db 

the  assassin ;  every  man  winild  live  in  continual  jeci  of  both  the  crews  ;  that  they  mifbt  CnK 

fear  and  alarm ;  no  pleasing  prospects  nor  hopes  their  malevolence   on  the  spectacle  of 


of  future  enjoyment  would  ever  calm  the  lumul-  and  carnage,  of  drowning  wretches 

tuous  passions,  or  cheer  the  distracted  mind ;  all  blood  and  scars,  frghting  with  the  bittows,  orf 

confidence  between  man  and  man  would  be  com-  scrambling  for  safety  aoaoog  the  shaHeced  ihf 

pletely  destroyed ;   falsehood    in  every    shape  ments  of  the  wreck.                                , 

would  walk  triumi^iant;  the  mind  would  be  dis-  Were  it  possible  that  disooreries  in  art  v! 

Iracted  amidst  its  ignorance  of  the  scenes  and  science  could  be  made  by  intelligences  9/xmtd 

events  that  were  happening  around  it ;  fur  no  in-  by  such  malignant  passions,  they  would  bs  A 

lelligeoce  could  be  believed,  and  no  one  couki  applied  to  subserve  the  purposes  oif  malevokaei* 

•ertainly  know  the  reality  of  any  object  or  event,  The  force  of  gunpowder  wouki  be  employed  l» 

Wileaa  be  beheld  it  with  bia  own  eyes.    Schools,  Mow  ships  and  houses  to  atonw,  lo  shake  pspi* 

■eminaries  of  learning,  universities,  and  acade-  lous  cities  to  their  fouodatioDa,  aad  to  acHi 

niies  would  have  no  existence,  and  no  one  could  among  their  inhabitants  universal  herror  tai 

gain  an  acquaintance  with  any  principle  or  feet  alarm ;  the  force  of  steam  would  be  empfoysd  k 

in  the  universe  around  him,  except  in  so  far  as  producing  destructive  explosions,  and  in  pieprf* 

he  had  made  the  investigation  by  moans  of  his  ling  the   instruments  of  death   and  devMtalias 

own  senses  and  powers.    Tormented  by  tumul-  among  a  surrounding  populace.     Air  balbrti 

tuous  passions  raging  within,  in  continual  alarm  would  be  employed  for  enabling  them  locvT 

from  desperadoes,  plunderers,  and  assassins  rag-  their  malignant  schemes,  in  relation  to  dim( 

ing  around,  looking  biick  on  the  past  with  horri-  tribes,   more  speedily   into  effect;    for  bivlfig 

ble  recollectioiM,  and  contemplating  the  future  do^vn  upon  towns  and  villages  stones,  and  kukl^ 

with  terror  and  dismay,  the  mind  would  feel  it-  and  darts;  and  for  enabling  them  toeecaps  ii 

■elf  fixed  in  a  scene  of  misery  and  wretchedness,  safety  when  ihey  bad  finished  the  woik  of  d^ 

which  no  words  could  describe  nor  pencil  deli-  struction.     The  discovery  of  the  nature  of  li^ 

aeate.  nit^i  ba«1  its  identity  to  the  eleetrical  fluid,  ii* 

If  we  could  suppose  a  number  of  such  beings  steaid  of  being  apjilied  for  the  protectien  of  ps^ 

leagued  together  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  the  sons  and  of  buildings  from  the  stroke  of  tkatMh 

schemes  of  malevolence  more  completely  into  rific  meteor,  would  be  destined  to  the  paqMSS  if 

effect,  one  of  their  employments  would  be  to  set  devastation  and  destruction.     The  eloctrKitf  sf 

fire  to  houses  und  villages,  in  order  that  they  the   atmosphere  and   the    liefatnings    from  tbi 

might  en^oy  the  infernal  pleasure  of  seeing  their  clouds  would  be  conducted  and  directed  so  as  lo 

feUow-creatures  deprived  of  every  shelter,  and  set  on  fire  stacks  of  com,  to  shatter  loAy  bnU- 

of  beholding  men,  women,  and  children  roasting  ings,  and  lay  groups  of  men  and  cattle  prosMto 

in  the  flames.     Another  employment  would  be  with  the  dust.     Every  mechanical  power,  lei 

to  poison  the  springs  of  water,  that  tliey  might  all  the  combinations  of  physical  foresa  which  irt 

behold  one  after  another,  ffbm  tlie  sucking  child  can  produce,  would  be  applied  to  the  framuigtf 

to  the  hoary  head,  seized  with  excruciating  pains,  engines  for  torture,  devastation,  and  nassasief 

and  sinking  into  the  agonies  of  death.    Another  and  on  the  front  of  every  new  inTsnAwn  waM 

gralificution  of  malevolence  would  be  to  dam  up  be  displayed,  as  if  engraved  inlegil 

the  rivers  in  their  rapid  course,  that  they  might  — terror,  misery,  and  nmmvtmom* 

overflow  the  circumjacent  plains,  in  order  that  Could  we  suppose  for  a  moment  suoh 

they  might  feast  their  eyee  on  the  scenes  of  de-  occasionally  combining  together  on  a 

lastation  and  ruin  thai  would  thus  be  created,  for  the  purpose  of  more  extensively  ^ttlagdMir 

and  on  the  terror  and  destruction  of  the  wretclied  malevolence,  their  conduct  towards  eaflkeMri' 

inhabitaota.    The  cooflagrntioo  of  a  city,  with  wUumt,  and  the  oonteats  in  whicfa  tbay  wopUW 
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this  captteitji  wouM  he  treroendoua  terriUe  repretcRtations  we  eaa  iona  of  the  hor* 

beyond  the  power  of  description,  rort  of  ibe  future  slate  of  puBiahment,  where  ai^ 

roleot  affection  would  be  brou{;ht  into  levolent  pmsions  rage  without  control ;  and  the 

J  inferaal  passiuo  would  be  raised  considerations  now  stated  demonstrate,  that  the 

St  pitch  of  fury ;  every  one,  stiinn-  man  who  is  actuated  by  a  principle  of  hosliUly 

I  Stfociates,  would  breathe  nothioj^  towards  liis  neighbour;  is  training  and  preparing 

,  esecralions,  slatightvr,  and  utter  himself  for  beooraing  an  inhabitant  of  that  mise*' 

D  a^nst  opposing  armies ;   every  rable  and  drt«ry  region,  *'  where  the  worm  dieth 

uman  destruction  which   iDgenuity  not,  and  the  &re"  of  malevolence  and  revenge 

woald  be  brought  into  ihe  scene  irf'  "  is  never  quenched."    We  are  thus  instructed, 

yell  <if  demons  would  accompany  the  that  if  there  be  a  future  state  at  all,  it  mMl, 

tangoinary   onset ;  and  a  scene  of  from  the  very  nature  and  constitution  of  things, 

I  ensue  beyond  the  power  of  imasi-  be  a  state  of  misery  and  horror  to  every  warn 

aoeive,  which  would  noc  terminate  whose  mind  is  under  the  unrestrained  dominioo 

Uass  of  ooobatants  had  exterminated  of  depraved  afTvctions  and  malignant  passions ; 

ill  they  had  trampled  down  and  do*  so  tliat  there  is  no  possibility,  in  such  a  case,  of 

iruits  of  their  gro«jnd,  and  turned  escaping  the  *'  wrath  to  oome,"  unlera  the  moral 

to  a  wilderness ;  till  they  had  burned  constitution  of  the  intelligent  imivorse  were 

s  to  ashes,  and  tumbled  their  cities  tirely  subverted. 
€  mine  ;  till  they  had  drenched  their        If,  then,  it  appears  that  such  dismal 

x>od,  and  strewed  them  wit{i  skulls,  quences  would  flow  from  the  subversion  of  this 

rnd  the  mangled  carcasses  of  thou-  principle  or  law,  it  is  obvious  that  the  law  itself 

ea  thousands  of  men,  women,  and  must  be  "  holy,  just,  and  good,**  and  calculated 

NVB  together  in  horrible  confusion,  lo  promote  the  perfection  and  happiness  of  all 

<fless  to  dwell  on  such  scenes ;  since  created  inlelligeoces,  among  whom  it  is  found 

f  all  nations— since  even  die  history  in  full  opei^tion.    And  in  a  world  such  as  oun, 

iurope  presents  us  with  spectacles  of  where  this  law  is  partially  violated,  the  eoow- 

idy  inferior  to  those  I  have  now  do-  quent  misery  which  is  sunered  will  be  nearly  in 

with  moral  agents  who  bear  too  proportion  to  the  extent  to  which  this  violatioi 

semblance  to  thc«e  whose  actions  are  is  carried,  and  to  the  number  of  individuals  who 

ubversive  of  the  second  command-  arc  actuated  by  a  principle  of  opposition  to  ill 

l*w,  **  TTkni  §haU  lave  thjf  ndghbmir  requirements. 

In  like  manner,  it  might  be  shown,  that  the 

I,  would  be  some  of  the  dreadful  most  dismal  effects  would  be  produced,  were  the 

I  would  flow  from  a  subversion  of  6rst  principle  of  the  moral  law  reversed,  and  the 

rincipleof  the  moral  law,  if  we  could  malevoleuceofintelligent  beings  directed  towards 

organical  intelligences,  noi  endowed  their  Creator.    In  this  case,  instead  of  asaso^ 

i  bedieij  could  exist  for  any  length  bled  multitudes  joining  in  solenw  adorations  of 

ist  such  scenes  of  depravity  and  the  divine  character  and  perfections,  the  God  of 

1.    But   it  is  more  than  probable  heaven  would  be  blasphemed,  and  bis  name  ab- 

itate  of  society  could  not  lonx  sub-  horred  in  every  land.     Instead  of  reverence  and 

.  a  world  as  we  now  inhabit,  and  profound  humility  in  the  presence  of  Jehovah,  a 

lal  beings,  whose  corporeal  organi-  spirit  of  pride  and  independence,  and  an  impap 

istructed  afler  the  model  of  the  ho-  tience  of  control,  woukt  pervade  every  mind. 

The  whole  mass  of  society  in  tvery  Instead  of  thanksgivings  for  the  bounties  of  his 

3on  be  transformed  into  one  bound-  providence,  the  basest  ingratitude  wouM  beman^ 

anarchy  and  confusion  ;  every  one  fested,  and  the  most  marked  contempt  of  all  his 

Mtt  his  neighbour  as  from  an  infernal  favours.    Instead  of  cordial  submission  to  his 

r  of  universal  extermination  would  wise  arrangements,  nothing  but  murmurings  and 

nothing  would  be  beheld  over  all  the  repiuings  would  be  heard,  and  the  most  pre* 

le  gkibe  but  spectacles  of  rapine,  sumptuous  decisions  uttered  against  all  the  dis* 
ind  destruction ;  snd  nothing  would 

Nig  all  the  eight  hundred  millions  of  nishment,  or  whether  the  prlnclptesof  the  moral  law 

a  but  the  voice  of  execration,  and  wlU  !»  enUreljr  subvened  amc»«  the  miserable  be> 

..^....•:»  -«j  -.«.»«:«•    an^i  »/v  *"ff«  ^bo  are  subjected  to  that  punishment,  It  be- 

unentation,  and  mourning,  and  wo,  p^>„^  ^^  „  posttlvely  to  determine.   But  we  can 

every  beauty  which  now  adorns  the  scarcely  conceive  a  more  horrible  Idea  than  that  of 

A  wnnM  hm  i^ffkr^d  ATHrv  fertile  field  IntcIUfEent  beings  acting  unlfoimly  from  principles 

»  woald  be  etuced,  every  lertiie  new  ^^  ^^^  miUevolenre,  aSl  at  the  same  time  endowed 

nto  a  desert,  every  burosn  habita-  ^ith  immmrUU  bodlea,  capable  of  sensations  similar 

ed,  and  every  inhabitant  of  the  earth  to  those  we  now  feel.    In  this  case,  every  accumo* 

\uL^  ♦    Tki-  M  nRA  of  tkA  mnat  ^'^  wou»d  receivel  flpom  malignant  associates 

Imon.'    This  is  one  of  tbe  most  ^uld  be  an  adauidrial  sourceorpaln  and  misery, 

well  scenes  as  some  of  them  now  de>  which  wouU  eontmnally  tncresso,  without  any 

H  iiMllnil  In  tiM  fiifnm  irirTr  tt*  fti  KM|isGtof  nUsf  fmmUis  strolt^of  dsalh. 
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paoMttoM  of  his  prorideace.    Instead  of  com-  lo  binls,  and  four-lboled  bea«l%sa4  OV% 

|ilaceocy  and  delight  in  his  diaracter  and  open-  things,"  tliAt  they  were  **  filled    wiih  afl  a* 

dona,  insults  and  reproaehes  would  burst  forth  righteouioesa,    fumication,    wickedoaaii  osi» 

at  erery  diqUajr  of  his  wisdom,  jusiioe,  and  teouRnesa,  iiM/iaoiMnMS-;"  that  thej 

onmipotence.     Instead   of  admiration  uf  the  of  envy,  murder,  deceit,  malignity, 

beauty  and  grandeur  of  his  wonderful  works  in  haierM  trf  Oadf  despiteful,  proud, 

heaven  and  earth,   feelinga  of  contempt  and  ventors  uf  avil  things,  disobedient  to 

disdain  would  be  mingled  with  all  their  surveys  without  understanding,  vithimt 


of  the  operations  of  nature.    His  omnipotence  implacatiUf    wanerafuL      Who,  knowuig  iS 

would  be  disregarded,  his  benevolence  c«Uled  m  judjjineni  uf  God,  that  they  who  cooaout  larfl 

question  or  despised,  and  his  wisdom  and  iutelii-  thuigs  ore  worthy  of  death,  not  only  do  thesa—t 

gence  arraigned.    Like  Alphonso,  king  of  Oaa-  but    have    pleasure  in  them  thait  do  the«.' 

tile,  they  would  not  hesitate  to  affirm,  "  If  we  Were  prkctinei  and  passioiM  of  ibis  JestriyiWBi 

had  been  of  God's  privy  council  when  he  made  which  are  all  directly  opposed  toiti«  priaciplssf 

the  world,  we  would  have  advised  him  better.''  beuevolenco,  to   operate  wiihoiK  coatrsi,  As 

Under  the  influence  of  such  diabolical  disposi-  universe  wouk^sooobo  tranAbmied  lata  a  I 

tions,  the  harmony  of  the  visible  creation  wouM  lesa  scene  of  devasutkm  and  sterility,  of  i 

be  attempted  to  be  deranged,  and  its  beauties  and  horror,  of  lamentation  and  wo. 

defaced,  in  ao  far  as  their  limited  powers  wouU  Turning  our  eyes  from  such  vtm 

bo  able  to  effect.    The  fiekis  wou  Id  be  stripped  I  shall  now  direct  the  attention  of  my  rsadot  is 

of  their  verdure  \  the  forests  would  be  torn  up  a  more  pleasing  picture,  and  endemor  ladH 

by  the  roots,  and  strewed  in  shapeless  maom's  lineato  some  of  the  happy  effects  whioh  wtM 

along  the  plains ;  the  vegetable  beauties  which  naturally  result  from  a  oompleie  ooafefantyk 

MOW  diveraify  the  rural  landscape  woukl  be  effa-  thought  and  action  to  the  principioa  of  the 

cad ;  the  rivers  would  be  turned  out  of  their  law. 

ooorses  to  overflow  the  adjacent  plains,  and  to  ■■ 
transform    them   into    stagnant    nsarshes    and 

•landing  pools ;  the  air  wouki  be  impregnated  SECTION  V. 
with  pestilential  vapour* ;  and  the  grand,  and 

baautifiil,  and  pietureaquoscones  of  nature  woukl  xrrECfs  which  woitld  plow  Fnoai 

be  stripped  of  tbeir  glory,  leaving  nothing  but  tttll  oPE&ATxoir  or  thb  pmoicxpu 

naked  rocks  and  barren  deserts,  covered  with  lovb  to  aoz>  jitd  to  ma*. 
the  wrecks  of  nature,  U>  mark  the  operations  of 

malevolence.  Wbrv  this  divine  principle  in  fott 

Sodi  would  be  the  dispositions  and  the  conduct  among  the  intelligences  that  people  oar 


of  intelligent  beings  were  the  first  principle  of  the  this  world  wouki  be  traasformed  into  a 

Bwral  law  reversed,  and  tbeir  actions  regulated  the  moral  desert  would  be  changed  inlo  a  ftailM 

by  a  principle  of  malevolence :  and  such,  in  a  fiel^l,  and  "  blossom  as  the  roee,"  and  B4ai 

greater  or  less  degree,  are  the  dispositions  of  would  again  appear  in  all  its  beauty  and  dsB^ 

every  man  in  whose  hftart  the  love  of  God  Ins  Fiaud,  deceit,  and  artifice,  with  aU  their  SQ^ 

never  taken  up  its  residence.    Revolting  as  the  comitant  train  of  evils,  would  no  longer  wak 

scenes  now  stippoeed  must  appear  to  every  mind  rampaut  in  every  land.    Prosecutions,  iasnoki, 

possessed  of  moral  feeling,  they  must  be  adnrit-  and    all    the  imiumerable  veaniioos  lidgaliiai 

led  to  be  the  necessary  results  of  malignant  pas-  which  now  disturb  the  peace  of  aoeia^,fMiaM 

dons  raging  without  control.    And  if  there  be  cease  from  among  men.    Every  debt  waaU  bs' 

any  region  of  creation  in  which  pure  malevolence  punctually  paid ;  every  coraoKxHty  aoU  at  ilf 

actuates  its  inhabitants,  we  must  suppose  the  ju«  value  ;  every  article  of  merchandbe  eoAial" 

restraining  inflOence  of  the  Almighty  interposed,  ed  in  its  true  character;  every  promiae  fcilhfiilf 

to  preserve  their  malignant  operations  within  performed ;  every  dispute   amicahly  adjoilslf 

those  bounds  which  are  consistent  with  the  plans  every  man's  character  held  in  nstinntinn ;  snff 

of  his  monJ  govenmient  and  the  general  bappi-  rogue  and  cheat   banished  from  aociacy; 

ness  of  the  intelligent  universe.     That  princi-  every  Jail,  bridewell,  and  houae  of 

pies  and  practices  have  existed  among  mankind,  wouki  either  be  swept  away,  or  ti 


which,  if  left  to  operate  without  restrabt,  would     the  abodes  of  honesty,  industry,  and  peaos.    b* 


produce  all  the  efiects  now  supposed,  appears  justice  and  oppression  wotdd  no 

from  the  description  whu:h  the  apoatle  Paul  triumphant  through  the  workl,  whHa  dM  ft^t 

gives  of  the  character  of  the  Gentile  world,  and  the  widow,  and  the  fiuberleas  were  giaanin  M^ 

even  of  that  portion  ofit  which  had  been  brought  der  the  iron  rod  of  those  who  bad  daprifed  tiMi 

Imo  a  einlixed  iCate.    He  declares  that  *<  they  of  every  comfort.    No  longer  woidd  tiw  inpriw 

dkl  not  like  to  retab  God  in  thair  knowledgo,  be  chained  to  a  dongeon,  and  doc— ad 


bat  changed  (he  gkxy  of  the  inoomiptibla  God    in  sorrow  and  solitujo,  tba  many  loog daytvi 
iMaMiiHfiMdaUhatacBmipCiUtMUhdirf    yaawhahMbaaihMhtiiiiuM^ia^krrfiy 
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4  tb*  KieMy  ofhk  deamt  friends.  No  kMiger  wout J  be  beaten  into  plonghi^ares  and  praningb. 

oald  W9  aoa  a  hard-hearted  creditor  dotim  a  hooks.     That  scourge  which  has  drenched  the 

or  uoforttioate  man,  for  the  sake  of  a  few  earth  wiih  huniau  gore— which  has  conrulaed 

ifiinga  or  pounds,  to  rot  in  a  jail,  while  his  fa-  every  nation  under  heaTen— -whicli  has  produced 

Hj,  deprived  of  his  industry,  were  pining  away  t«>nfold  more  misery  titan  all  the  destructive  ele- 

wrelcbedoen  and  want.    No  longer  should  menis  of  nature,  aiid   which   has   swept  fi^m 

»  baar  the  harsh  creaking  of  iron  doors,  pon-  existence  so  many  millions  of  mankind — would 

rmm  bolts,  and  the  danking  of  the  chains   of  be  regarded  as  the  eternal  disgrace  of  the  human 

imiiMls;  oor  the  sighs  and  groans  of  the  poor  character,  and  the  moat  diuckmg  display  of  d<»- 

iva,  fiuDtittg  under  the  lash,  and  the  reproachee  pravity  in  the  annals  of  our  race.     No  longer 

a  oruel  master.     The  bands  of  the  oppressed  shouki  we  hear  *"  the  sound  of  the  trumpet  and 

Mdd  be  looaed,  the  captives  %voakl  bis  set  at  th^  alarm  of  war,*'  tlie  confused  noise  of  *<  the 

«rty,  the  iroo  fetters  would  be  burst  asunder,  horseman  and  the  bowman,"  and  of  the  mighty 

d  a  imirifsal  jubilee  proclaimed  throughout  armies  encamping  around  "  the  city  of  the  inno- 

ery  laad.    The  haunts  of  riot  and  debauchery  cent,"  to  hurl  against  its  walls  the  instruments 

Nild  be  forsaken,  and  their  inmates  hissed  from  of  destruction.    No  longer  should  we  behold  the 

»  abodes  of  men.    The  victims  of  seduction  fires  blazing  on  the  mountain  tops,  to  spread  the 

mid  DO  longer  crowd  our  streets  at  the  dead  alarm  of  invading  armies ;  nor  the  city,  which 

qr  of  night,  to  entice  the  "  simple  ones''  into  was  once  full  of  inhabitants,  *'  sitting  solitary,** 

»  paths  of  vice  ar^d  destruction ;  but  purity,  without  a  voice  being  heard  within  iui  dwellings 

{blooiMneas,  and  peace  would  '*  run  down  our  but  the  siglis  of  the  disconsolate  and  the  groans 

'••Is  like  a  river,"  distributing  safety,  happi-  of  the  dying.     Human  wolves  thirsting  for  the 

as,  and  repose.  blood  of  nations,  would  cease  to  prowl  among 

Tbe  tongue  of  the  slanderer  and  the  whisper-  men.    Nation  wooM  not  lift  up  sword  againat 

j|s  of  the  backbiter  would  no  lunger  be  heard  in  nation,  neither  would  they  learn  war  any  more, 

sir  malicious  attempts  to  sow  the  seeds  of  The  instruments  of  ouelty,  the  stake,  the  rack, 

icord  and  contention  among  brethren.    False-  the  knout,  and  the  lash,  would  no  longer  lacerate 

od  in  all  its  ramifications,  with  the  numerous  and  torture  the  wretched  culprit ;  cannons,  and 

Lin  of  evibitnow  produces,  would  be  banished  guns,  and  swords,  and  darts  would  bo  forged  no 

CB    tbe  intercourses  of  society ;  nor  woukl  more ;  but  the  influence  of  reason  and  affection 

(•chery  prove  the  ruin  of  families  and  societies,  would  preserve  order  and  harmony  throughout 

d  interrupt  the  harmony  of  the  commercial  every  department  of  society.     The  traveller, 

d  tbe  moral  world.    No,longer  should  we  hear  when  landing  on  distant  shores,  and  on  the  ie- 

tbe  embeszling  of  property  by  unfaithful  ser-  hinds  o(  the  ocean,  would  no  longer  be  assailed 

Bts,  nor  the  blasted  hopes,  the  cruel  disap-  with  stones,  spears,  arrows,  and  other  instru- 

ntments,  and  the  ruin  of  credit  and  of  rupuia-  ments  of  death,  and  be  obliged  to  flee  from  the 

■I  now  produced  by  the  votaries  of  falsehood,  haunts  of  his  own  species,  to  take  refuge  in  the 

[*be  lips  of  truth  would  be  established  for  ever,"  lion^  den,  or  on  the  bosom  of  the  deep;  but 

d  tbe  liar  and  deceiver  would  be  hissed  to  the  would  be  welcomed  as  a  friend  and  a  messenger 

■dee  of  hell.     Our  property   would   remain  of  peace.    The  animosities  which  now  prevail 

ered  and  secure  from  the  thief  and  the  mid-  among  religious  bodies  would  cease  ;  the  nick- 

|bt  robber,  and  our  persons  from  the  attacks  of  names  by  which  the  different  sects  of  religionists 

9  murderer  and  the  asaassin.    We  shouhl  no  hare  been  distinguished,  would  be  erased  from 

mm  hesitate  to  prosecute  our  journeys  by  day  the  vocabulary  of  every  language ;   Christiana 

by  night  for  fear  of  the  foot-pad  or  the  high-  would  feel  asliamed  of  those  jealousies  and  evil 

ijman,  but  should  recognize  every  passenger  surmisings  which  they  have  so  long  manifested 

a  friend  and  protector.    Plunder  and  devasta-  towards  each  other,  and  an  aflfectionate  and  har- 

m  wouU  cease    from  the   earth ;  **  violence  monious  intercourse  would  be  established  among 

mid  DO  more  be  heard  in  our  land ;  nor  wast-  all  the  churches  of  the  saints. 

I  nor  destruction  in  all  our  borders."    Exe*  These,  and  a  thousand  other  evils,  which  now 

itiooe   and    malicious   insults    woukl  never  render  this  world  a  vast  wilderness  of  perturba- 

ffvw  up  tbe  feelings  of  our  fellow-men,  nor  tion,  wretchedness,  and  sorrow,  woukl  be  com 

nrid  a  single  instance  of  revenge  he  heard  of  pletely  eradicated,  were  the  principle  of  holy  love 

■oaf  all  tbe  inhabitants  of  the  eairth.  in  incessant  operation ;  and  in  their  place  a 

Pride,  which  now  stalks  about  with  stately  scene  of  loveliness  and  moral  beauty  woukl  burst 

ipB  and  kifty  looks,  surveying  surrounding  in-  upon  the  view,  which  would  diffuse  joy  and 

lifiii**t  with  feelings  of  contempt,  would  be  ecstatic  delight  through  every  bosom, 

r-efvn'  banished  from  the  world.    Ambition  Every  family  would  become  a  mansion  of 

Mid  no  kiogsr  wade  through  slaughter  to  a  peace   and  love— a  temple  consecrated  to  the 

lOM,  nor  trample  on  the  rights  of  an  injured  God  of  heaven,  from  which  the  incense  of  prayer, 

oala.    Wan  would  cease  to  the  ends  of  the  and  praise,  and  pious  aspirations,  would  daily 

tfc  MJ  the  ImnwMnti  qf  hnman  dtttnintiflii  aaosiid  fai  iweec  memorial  to  tba  thraoe  ibor*. 
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Domettio  broib  anJ  coo:entioiM  would  cau« ;  and  the  productuMU  of  nature  and  of  ait  «idl 

brotheni  and  tisteri  would  be  ccmeniod  in  the  quickly  be  transported  into  every  natioa  Am 

closest  biMkls  of  holy  aflection;  ihe  law  of  kind-  every  clinie.    TrareUen  and  navigatora  mtdi 

nets  would  swell  their  he.tits  and  dwell  upon  yisit  foreign  shores  without  danger  or  alamlM 

their  tongues;  serenity  and  joy,  and  a  desire  to  insidious  or  hostile  tribes,  and  would  land  ■ 

please,  would  appear  on  every  countenance  ;  a  the  m^t  obscure  island  of  the  ooeaB,  fiilf  a^ 

muiuul   exchange  of  sentiment   and    generous  sured  of  protection  and  oumAirt,  and  the  wd* 

aifecrions  would  circulate  joy  from  father  to  son,  come  of  friendship  and  affection.    Erefj  VMirf 

and  frum  children  to  parents  ;  and  all  the  mem-  that  ploughed  the  deep  would  b<:«ome  a  fltadi{ 

bers  of  ihe  family  circle,  animated  by  the  same  temple,  frum  which  incense  and  a  pure  oftri^ 

benevuleni  spirit,  would    ''  dwell    together  in  would  daily  ascend  to  the  Ruler  of  the  ikki; 

luity."     To  communicate  useful  knowledge,  to  and  its  mariners  would  join,  with  one  heart  Mi 

train  each  other  to  piety  and  virtue,  to  poiut  out  one  mind,  in  imploring  upon  each  other  iheUW' 

the  different  spheres  in  which  benevolence  should  ing  and  protection  of  the  God  of  beaTcn.    Hi 

act,  to  assist  in  every  kindly  office,  to  sooth  each  beams  of  love  and  affection  would  gladden  enf 

other  in  distress,  and  to  direct  each  other  in  the  land,  and  add  a  new  lustre  to  the  natural  beanda 

path  to  an  endless  life,  would  be  the  unceasing  of  its  landscape.    The  inhabitants  of  China  mI 

desire  and  endeavour  of  every  inmate  of  the  Japan  would  be  hailed  as  bene&ctors  wbeo  Ihtj 

family  mansion.    From  every  such  mansion,  the  arrived  on  tiur  coasts  with  their  cargoes  of  Mi 

radiations  of  love  would  dy  from  family  to  family,  sugar,  silk,  and  porcelain ;  and  the  nalivei  cf 

from  one  hamlet  and  village  to  another,  from  one  France  and  Great  Britain,  when  they  tran^poil* 

town  and  city  to  another,  from  one  nation  to  ed  their  manufaeturea  to  these  distant  eapiraii 

another,  and  from  one  continent  to  another,  till  would  be  welcomed  as  friends,  and  coodudsd, 

all  the  families  of  the  earth  were  converted  into  without  the  least  jeakmsy  or  suspteion,  thrao^ 

**  the  dwellings  of  die  Grod  of  Jacob."  all  their  cities  and  rural  scenes,  to  survey  tb 

'  In  hu*ger  communities  the  principle  of  love  beatities  of  nature  and  art  with  which  thoH 

would  effectuate  a  mighty  change.    That  spirit  countries  are  adorned.    The  natives  of  P^a 

of  jealousy  and  selfishness,  of  avarice  and  mono-  and  New-Zealand  wodd  land  on  our  ihoM 

poly,  which  now  produces  so  many  jarrings,  con-  without  spears,  or  darts,  or  other  boAile  «»• 

tentions,  and  collisions  of  interests  among  town  pons,  and  be  recognized  as  friends  and  brelbfi: 

councils,  corporations,  and  other  smaller  asso-  and  our  countrymen,  when  traversing  the  dit 

ciations,  would  cease  to  operate.    Every  one  ferent  regions  of  the  gkibe,  would  always  ant 

would  see  and  fed,  that  the  pro^iperity  of  the  with  a  cordial  reception  when  landing  on  llwir 

whole  is  also  the  prosperity  of  every  portion  uf  coasts.    For  national  jealousies  and  antifialhiii 

the  general  community.     Boisterous  disputa-  would  cease;  and  instead  uf  selfish  and  reveflf*' 

tions,  sneers,  hisses,  reproaches,  and  angry  pas-  ful   passions,  reaMtn  would  be    cultivated,  uA 

sions,  would  bo  banished  from  the  deliberations  its  powers  expanded ;  the  smile  of  benevokaoi 

of  every  society ;  and  candour,  gf)od-will,  and  and  the  hand  of  benefice  nee  would  ^addca  dx 

kindly  affections  would  animate  the  minds  of  all  inhabitants  of  every  clime,  and  "  righteoueaM 

its  members.   Righteous  laws  would  be  enacted,  and   praise  would  spring   forth    bekire  all  Iki 

and  distributive  justice  equitably  administered,  nations." 

Every  nation  would  C>rm  one  great  and  harmoni-         Under  the  benignant  influence  of  the  spirit  d 

ousfamily;  all  its  members  being  linkoi  together  love,  useful   mtelligence  of  every  deseriptioi 

by  th«>  ties  of  kindness  and  reciprocal  affection,  would  be  rapidly  and  extensively  commuDicakd; 

Its  magistrates  would  become  "  nursing  fathers*'  the  sciences  would  be  improved,  and  earrisJ 

to  the  whole  body  of  the  people,  to  promote  their  forward   to    perfection  ;    tlM  jealousies  whiek 

peace,  their  domestic  comfort,  their  knowledge,  now  exist  among  scientific  men  would  oeass  ID 

and  their  general  improvement ;  and  throughout  operate,  and  every  fict  on  which  acieoos  ii 

all  ranks  of  the  community  nothing  would  ap-  built  would  be  impartially  inveaiig^ied,  and  ei* 

pear  hut  submission,  obedience,  reverence,  and  hibited  in  its  true  aspect ;  the  arts  would  flouriifci 

respect.  and  be  carried  to  the  highest  pitch  of  iaipnve* 

The  mutual  intercourse  of  nations  would  be  ment;  no  secrets  in  arts  or  trades  would  be  leA- 

Oitablished  on  the  principles  of  friendship  and  ed  up  in  the  breart  of  the  discoverer  ;  bntaveij 

affection,  and  on  the  basis  of  immutable  justice  useful  hint  would  at  once  be  eoomunietlfld  It 

and  eternal  truth.  Rabed  above  petty  jealousies,  the  public ;  every  invention  wouU  unilbrmly  ki 

■ecuro  from  the  alarms  of  war,  and  viewing  each  applied  to  the  promotion  of  a  benevolent  a^ 

other  as  branches  of  the  same  great  family,  and  ject,  and  the  arts  of  destruction  wouU  cetfs  to 

M  children  of  the  same  Almighty  Parent, —  be  cultivated,  and  be  held  in  tmivenal  delsilt* 

every  nation  and  empire  wouU  feel  an  interest  tion.    Under  the  hand  of  art,  the  babttatioHrf 

in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  another,  and  would  men  wouU  be  beautified  and  adorBed,  to  CBf 

rejoice  in  beholding  its  bappineaa  and  improv*>  reflpood  with  the  purity  and  iiUMunawf  fi 

WMU  GaoMioe  wtNiU  be  fro«  and  oHhMkkd,  Ihob  nonl  Mlnfh  aiid  a  bmt  |M«  «■!! 
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tfarown  over  the  lace  of  nature.  Towns  and  cence  would  pervade  the  whole  mass  of  society. 
la^es  would  be  built  on  spacious  plans,  divest-  That  divine  maxim  inculcated  by  our  Saviour, 
of  bU  that  gloom  and  filth  which  now  disgrace  *'  £(  u  more  bUt»ed  to  give  than  to  receive j**  would 
I  abodes  of  millions  of  hunlan  beings,  and  be  engraven  on  every  heart,  and  appear  in  every 
lich  form  an  emblem  of  their  physical  and  action.  This  sublime  principle  jomis  a  promi- 
iral  wretchedness ;  and  the  landscape  of  every  nent  trait  in  the  character  of  God,  and  in  all  his 
BDtry  would  present  a  scene  of  grandeur,  fertiU  arrangements  towards  his  creatures ;  and  it  ani- 
',  and  picturesque  beauty.  Those  immense  mates  the  minds  of  superior  intelligences  in  their 
suNiree  which  have  been  so  long  expended  in  associations  with  each  other,  and  in  their  occa- 
)  arts  of  war  and  devastation  would  be  em-  sional  intercourses  with  the  inhabitants  <^  our 
»7od  in  tuning  immense  deserts  into  fruitful  world.  In  imitation  of  these  glorious  beings,  the 
Ida,  io  beautifying  the  aspect  of  rural  nature,  human  race  would  consider  it  as  the  grand  end 
planting  orchards  and  vinejrards,  in  forming  of  their  existence,  not  merely  to  acquire  wealth, 
acioua  roads,  in  establishing  seminaries  of  knowledge,  or  power,  but  to  employ  themselves 
itmetioQ,  in  erecting  comfortable  habitations  in  the  unceasing  diflfusion  of  beneficence  to  all 
'  the  lower  orders  of  society,  and  promoting  around.  To  communicate  happiness  through- 
iir  dooMStic  enjoyment.  What  an  immense  out  all  the  ranks  of  their  fellow-men  with  whom 
riisf  J  of  objects  of  this  description  would  be  they  mingle,  to  sooth  the  disconsolate  and  the 
Boa^ished  within  the  limits  of  Great  Britain  desponding,  to  relieve  the  distressed,  to  instruct 
aMana  ofa  thousand  millions  of  pounds,  which  the  ignorant,  to  expand  the  intellect,  to  animate 
\  an  know  have  been  lately  expended  within  and  direct  the  benevolent  affections,  to  increase 
i  apace  of  twenty-four  years,  in  carrying  for-  the  enjoyments  of  the  lower  orders  of  the  com- 
itd  the  work  of  destruction  !  munity,  to  direct  the  opening  minds  of  the  young, 
Under  the  influence  of  the  reign  of  k>ve,  the  to  lead  them  by  gentle  steps  into  t^e  paths  of 
itruetion  df  all  ranks,  in  every  department  of  wisdom  and  holiness,  and  to  pronnote  every 
efiil  knowledge,  wodd  be  rapidly  promoted  ;  scheme  which  has  a  relation  to  the  public  good, 
Mtmnce  wad  error,  with  all  their  attendant  wouki  form  the  constant  aim  of  all  conditions  of 
Urn,  woidd  soon  evanish  firom  the  minds  even  men  firom  the  highest  to  the  lowest.  Every  house 
ttM  lowest  orders  of  society ;  seminaries  would  woukl  be  open  to  the  weary  and  benighted  travel- 
erected  and  established  on  a  liberal  basis,  for  ler,  every  heart  would  welcome  him  to  the  re- 
itmcting  every  class  of  mankind  in  all  those  freshments  and  repose  it  aflbrded,  every  coiui- 
lacbes  of  science  which  tend  to  expand  the  tenance  would  beam  benignity,  every  comfort 
pacity  of  the  human  mind,  and  to  extend  the  woukl  be  afforded,  overy  wish  anticipated,  and. 
ige  of  its  contemplations  ;  the  hours  of  active  every  stranger  thus  entertained  would  "  bless 
>our  would  be  abridged,  in  order  that  they  the  mansion,"  and  implore  the  benediction  of 
£ht  have  leisure  for  the  cultivation  of  their  heaven  on  all  its  inmates.  The  houseless  child 
osrstanding  and  the  exercise  of  their  moral  of  want  would  no  longer  wander  amidst  scenes 
wars.  To  add  to  their  stock  of  knowledge,  of  plenty,  tattered  and  forlorn,  pinched  with  po- 
d  to  increase  the  sum  of  happiness  around  verty,  exposed  to  the  piercing  blasts,  and  obliged 
Mn,  would  be  considered  as  interesting  and  as  to  repose  undei:  the  open  canopy  of  heaven,  for 
lightful  as  it  now  is  to  the  sons  of  Mammon  want  of  more  comfortable  shelter  ;  the  poor 
'*  add  house  to  house,  and  field  to  field,'*  and  would  soon  cease  out  of  the  land,  every  one 
riot  on  the  gains  of  avarice.  Societies  would  would  be  active  and  industrious,  and  every  one 
formed  for  mutual  improvement  in  knowledge  would  enjoy  a  comfortable  portion  of  the  boun- 
dl  virtue ;  lectures  delivered  on  every  interest-  ties  of  Providence.  And  what  a  happy  world 
j^and  useful  subject ;  experiments  performed  to  would  it  be  were  kindneia  and  aflection  the  cha- 
■atrate  the  order  and  mechanism  of  nature  ;  racteristic  of  all  its  inhabitanu!  The  face  of 
d  instruments  of  every  description  procured  nature  would  wear  a  more  cheering  aspect,  "  the 
'  exhibiting  the  wisdom  and  omnipotence  of  desert  would  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose," 
I  Creator  and  the  glories  of  the  universe.  The  the  flowers  would  look  more  gay,  the  "  little  hiUs" 
rafauioo  of  heaven  would  be  studied  with  in-  would  be  encircled  with  joy,  the  light  of  heaven 
Ugmce  in  all  its  aspects  and  bearings,  and  would  appear  more  glorious  and  transporting,  a 
Bf7  passion,  afiection,  and  active  exertion  thousand  delightful  emotions  would  spring  up  in 
wtd  be  directed  by  its  moral  requisitions,  the  mind  amicbt  every  rural  scene,  and  every  so- 
tia  human  mind,  thus  trained  and  carried  for-  cial  intercourse  would  be  a  source  of  unmingled 
ird  in  vnsdom  and  holiness,  would  shed  a  bliss.  Paradise  would  be  restored,  heaven  would 
iral  radiance  around  it,  and  be  gradually  pr^  descend  to  earth,  and  an  emblem  wouU  be  pre* 
red  for  entering  on  a  higher  scene  of  contem-  sented  of  the  joys  of  the  blessed  above. 
isioo  and  enjoyment.  O  blissful  and  auspicious  ^ra  !  When  wilt 
Among  all  ranks  of  men,  a  spirit  of  selfishness  thou  arrive  to  still  the  restless  agitation  of  ma- 
il aTtrioe  wooM  be  extinguished,  and  in  its  lignant  passions,  to  promote  peace  on  earth  and 
md  m  ffArit  of  noble  generosity  and  benefi-  good  will  among  men?    When  willtha  benero- 
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lence  of  angeli  and  arcfaangeli  detCMid  to  dwell  quil,  and  ovciy  one  would  "  eooe  to  hii  frM^ 

with  man  upon  earth,  to  expel  felfishnets  from  like  as  a  shock  of  com  cometh  in  his  KtMii* 

the  human  hreast,  to  hush  every  disordered  affec-  In  short,  under  the  influence  oT  the  enaMtMi 

tion,  and  to  restore  tranquillity  and  order  among  of  I»Te,  mali^pity  would  be  transfoniMMi  ialob* 

the  bewildered  race  of  Adam  ?    When  will  the  nevolence,  vice  mto  virtue,  oppreaaioo  iato  j» 

spirit  of  love,  in  all  its  beneficent  miergics,  de-  tice,  cruelty  into  sympathy  and  tendemesa,  i^ 

scend  from  the  Fatiier  of  light  to  arrest  the  con-  fishness  into  beneficence,  contentiua   inio  mitj 

Tulsions  of  nations,  to  heal  the  wounds  of  suffer-  and  friendship  fraud  in!e  honesty,  avarice  iirto|» 

ing  humanity,  to  transform  fields  of  slaughter  into  neroeity,  pride  into  humility,  wretchednesii* 

regions  of  tranquillity,  to  soften  the  ferocious  comfort,  sorrow  into  joy,  war  into  peace,  and  Ihil 

tempers  of  *'  the  people  who  delight  in  war,"  to  spacious  globe,  now  the  recqitaHeof  mifeiytti 

tmite  in  one  holy  and  harmonious  society  men  of  vice,  would  be  transformed   into  tbo  lemplirf 

every  language  and  of  every  tril>e?     Not  till  concord,  happiness,  and  peace. 

Christianity  shall  have  shed  its  benign  influ-  Such  are  some  of  the  beneficial  effects  wlid 

eoce  on  every  land;  not  till  *'  the  Iwowledge  of  would  be  experienced  in  the  social  stats  of  ii 

the  Lord  shall  cover  the  earth,"  and  the  can-  human  race,  were  a  principle  of  benevoleaes  li 

nons,  and  swords,  and  spears,  and  battle-axes  pervade  the  minds  of  mankind.    The  isuMW 

of  the  warrior  shall  be  broken  to  shivers,  and  ma«  of  moral  evils,  under  which  the  earth  Mt 

foq^  into    ploughshares  and    pruning-hooks.  groans,  would  be  removed ;  the  moral  aspsdrf 

"  Then  shall  the  wolf  dwell  with  the  lamb,  and  society,  in  every  nation,  would  assnne  a  mv 

the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the  kid,  and  the  lustre  of  lovelinecs  and  excelleace;  andastM 

calf,  and  the  yotmg  lion,  and  the  &tling  toge-  herself  would  be  arrayed  in  new  robes  of  grM» 

ther,  and  a  little  child  shall  lead  them."    *'Then  fulness  and  beauty.    For  it  wonU  be  essyli 

judgment  ^all  dwell   in   the  wilderness,  and  show,  wore  it  at  all  necessaryi  that  eveiy  pcli* 

righteousness  in  the  fruitful  fieM.  And  the  work  cular  now  stated,  and  a  thousand  similar  sAcM^ 

of  righteousness  shall  be  peace,  and  the  effect  of  would  be  the  natural  and  necessary  resnlls  of  InSi 

righteousness,  quietness  and  assurance  for  ever,  when  it  becomes  the  mainspringoThnman  scdfll 

Aad  all  pe(^le  shall  dwell  in  peaceable  habitationsi  I  shall  now  shortly  trace  some  of  the  eftea  d 

and  insuredweUing8,and  in  quiet  resting-places.*'  love,  considered  as  directed  more  ii 

In  fine,  under  the  reign  of  love,  most  of  the  towards  God. 


evils,  both  physical  end  nsoral,  under  which  men         Supreme  love  to  God  would  excite 

are  now  doomed  to  suffer,  wouki  be  either  greatly  cency  in  his  character  and  perfections ;  and  pittjri 

mitigated  or  completely  abolished.  It  is  scarcely  in  all  its  fervent  and  delightful  emotions,  waM 

too  much  to  affirm,  that  nine-tenths  of  all  the  naturally  flow  upwards  to  the  fountain  of  d 

evils  that  affect  humanity  are  the  result  of  the  purity.    His  glorious  character  would  be  «■•• 


malice  and  unkindness  of  mankind  towards  each  rated,  and  his  name  revered  over  all  the 

other.    If  all  the  sorrow  and  wretchedness  pro-  trophies  would  be  erected  to  his  honour,  and  Ml- 

duced  by  fratid,  falsehood,  avarice,    extortion,  pies  consecrated  to  his  worship  in  every  IndL 

injustice,  oppression,  perjury,  seduction,  trea-  Crowds  of  worshippers,  beaming  benignity  aid 

cbery,  litigations,  slander,  pride,  ambition,  re-  devotion,  would  be  held  in  every  -  region,  oia* 

▼enge,  robbery,  murder,  plunder,  and  devasta-  verging  towards  the  "  dwelling-|riace"  of  ths 

tioo,  were  extirpated,  little  would  remain  besides  Most  High,  and  encouraging  one  another  in  sodt 

the  incidental  evils  which  occasionally  flow  from  language  as  this  :  "  Come  ye  and  let  us  go  np 

the  elements  of  nature.     And  even  these  would  to  the  mountain  of  the  Lord,  to  the  houss  of  dM 

be  greatly  mitigated  by  the  benevolent  operations  Grod  of  Jacob,  and  he  will  teach  as  of  his  wavi, 

of  art,  directed  by  the  discoveries  of  science.  By  and  we  will  walk  in  his  paths."    With  edi^ 

clearing  the  surface  of  the  globe  of  immense  enod  views  of  the  attributes  of  Jehovah,  wilk 

fbrests,  by  draining  stagnant  marshes,  and  by  glowing  affections,  and  with  profound  ie*wesei| 

the  universal  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  would  they  join  in  the  sublime  exorcises  of  dH 

soil,  the  seasons    would    be    meliorated,  and  sanctuary,  and  listen  to  the  inlimatioos  of  fab 

stonns  and  tempests  would  be  deprived  of  their  will.     All  voices  would  be  tuned  to  mekMlkMi 

wonted  violence  and  fury ;  and  the.  partial  phy-  strains,  and  the  solemn  organ,  and  those  instriK 

sical  evils  which  still  remained  would  be  almost  ments  of  music  which  are  now  devoted  to  iIm 

annihilated  to  the  sufferer,   by  the  sympathy,  gratification  of  the  sons  of  fashionable  folly  tti 

and  tenderness,  and  the  kind  and  fostering  hand  dissipation,  would  harmonize  in  ezciting  dev^ 

of  universal  benevolence.     Where  virtue,  tern-  tional  affections,  and  in  swelling  the  song  of fli" 

perance,  serenity  of  mind,  and  social  joy  reigned  vation  "  to  Him  who  sits  upon  the  throne,  tndit 

triumphsnt,  and  where  none  of  the  ghastly  phan-  the  Lamb  who  hath  redeenied  as  to  God  hj  Ui 

toros  of  skepticism  and  superstition  haunted  the  blood."    Every  landscape,  in  every  point  af 

micd,  disease  wouU  seldom  invade  the  human  view,  would  present  a  noble  edificedevoledtolbs 

ftune;  the  span  of  mortal  existence  woukI  be  worshipofthe  God  of  heaven,  adorned  witksvif 

Minded ;  death  wouU  become  calm  and  traa-  majestic  decoration  soitablo  to  ita  aaBcdtyr>* 


I 
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itO  theaaiToaod-  mighty  ooeaa  with  aH  its  WMKicffS,  the  i 

ioBt  of  nea.    Its  gates  *'  would  be  hren  roUbig  into  its  abjM,  the  loAy  raagas  of 

uailj ;  dbej  tvoald  ooC  be  abu:  day  nor  raouoiaiiM  which  eacirde  the  earth,  the  ircaeuiaa 

t  meo  night  have  aoceas  at  all  sea-  of  the  fieUe,  the  riches  of  the  nines,  the  beau* 

ig  "  incense  and  a  pure  offering**  to  ties  whidi  adorn  the  hifls  and  plains,  the  won> 

M  Jehovah.    The  whole  earth  would  ders  of  the  atmosphere,  the  admirable  stmctuiv 

iveried  into  one  universal  temple,  sa-  and  economy  of  the  nnmcroos  tvibrs  of  animated 

Ghxi  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  beings, — tliese,  and  thousands  of  other  ol^«>cis, 

B  which,  ihankagiving,  and  the  vMce  considered  as  manifestaliona  of  the  attributes  of 

and  the  holy  aspirations  of  gratitude  Deity,  would  supply   topics  of  convcr»ation  in 

rould  ascend  to  heaven  without  inter-  every  social  circle,  on  which  every  heart  would 

id  in  every  direction,  from  the  regions  dweU  with  increasing  delight.     "  They  wonld 

h  to  the  regions  of  the  south,  and  speak  of  the  glory  of  his  kingdom,  and*  talk  of 

rising  of  die  son  to  the  going  down  hb  power,  to  make  known  to  the  sons  of  mea 

ie.**    Solemn  seasons  would  be  i^>-  his  mighty  acts,  and  the  glorioiM  m^iesty  of  his 

d  spacious  plains  consecrated  for  the  kingdom.**    The  work  of  human  redemption,  in 

of  ten  thousands  of  "  tlie  sons  of  its  origin  and  progreas,  in  its  oonneiions  and 

for  carnage  and  devastation,  as  when  bearings,  in  the  lustre  it  reflects  on  the  perie<s 

"  mustareth  the  armies  to  the  bsttle,*'  tions  of  the  Deity,  in  its  rdation  to  the  angelio 

learse  the  mighty  acts  of  the  Lord,**  tribes,  and  in  its  glorious  snd  happy  conse- 

e  sentiments  and  ieelings  of  afiec-  quenccs  «a  thousands  of  millions  of  human  ba« 

ud,  and  to  swell  the  song  of  triumph  ings  througbout  an  eternal  round  of  ezistenea— 

d  misery,  with  the  harmony  of  human  the  person  of  the  Redeemer,  his  amiable  eha- 

musical  instruments,  in  one  kwd  racter,  his  grace  and  condescension,  and  tha 

10  skies.    Then  the  name  of  Jehovah  glories  of  his  exalted  state— the  joys  of  departad 

loe  throu^KMit  all  the  earth.    "  All  saints,  the    general    resurrection,  with  all  itg 

raoU  praise  him,  and  bis  sainu  woukl  solemn  and  transporting  scenes,  the  new  haa- 

They  would  abundantly  utter  the  vans  and  the  now  earth,  and  the  boundless  sosoa 

his  great  goodness,  they  wouU  speak  of  grandeur  wad  ielicity  which  wiU  open  to  tha 

oos  honour  of  his  nwjesty,  and  sing  view  when  death  shall  be  swallowed  up  in  vio> 

Bousoess.*'  tory,  and  all  things  subjected  to  the  moral  order 

Jl  ranks  of  men  cordial  submission  to  of  the  univerae,  wouU  aflKml  subjects  of  subliaa 

Gkid,  and  contentment  under  the  contemplation,  and  thera^  for  social  oonvarsai 
lis  of  his  providence  woukl  be  uni-  on  which  enlightened  and  renovated  ipinda 
ifested.  Every  one  would  consider  woukl  expatiate  with  ever-growing  imprava* 
in  in  which  Providence  had  placed  ment  and  ever-growing  pleasures, 
aest  possible  for  promoting  his  present  The  providential  dispensations  of  Gbd  to- 
ut aixi  his  future  fulicity,  viewing  it  wards  the  human  race,  would  form  another 
ment  of  infinite  wisdom  and  benevo-  subject  of  investigation,  which  would  be  proat* 
adversity  he  would  sustain  his  afflic-  cuted  with  fadings  of  aslontihinent,  admiratioa, 
patience,  and  derive  from  them  "  the  and  reverence.  The  history  of  all  natiooa 
iruits  of  righteousness.**  Li  prosperity  would  be  carefully  perused-HBOt  for  the  purpoM 
imowledge  God  as  the  source  of  all  of  admiring  the  exploits  of  mighty  conquerwf 
wts,and  devote  the  wealth  and  influ-  and  barbarous  heroes,  and  feasting  the  imagine 
Messed  to  the  promotion  of  religion,  tion  on  spectacles  of  human  slaughter  and  devaa* 
mt  interests  of  his  fellow-men.  By  tation— but  for  exciting  aUxirrence  of  those  da- 
r  night,  and  at  every  returning  sea-  praved  passions  which  had  drenched  the  earth 
)veifiowings  of  gratitude,  in  every  with  blood— 4br  drawing  forth  the  tear  of  pity  over 
d  Imrst  (orth  in  songs  of  thanksgiving  the  graves  of  slaughtered  nation*— for  stimn- 
v  of  all  good.  £very  comfort  would  lating  the  exercise  d"  those  holy  affections  whieh 
ed  as  "  coming  down  from  the  Fa-  restored  peace  and  tranquillity  to  the  workl— for 
;htB,**  and  every  pleasing  sensation  acquiring  a  display  of  the  rectitude  of  the  moral 
Y  the  scenery  of  nature,  as  the  result  character  of  Ciod,  and  the  equity  of  his  admi- 
aya  and  beneficence.  His  wonderful  nistration  among  tho  nations— for  tracing  tha 
ch  are  now  overlooked,  or  gazed  at  accomplishment  of  divine  predictions— for  illus* 
f  by  nine-tenths  of  the  inhabitants  of  trating  the  long-suffering  and  forbearance  of 
oukl  be  contemplated  with  enlightened  God,  and  for  exciting  admiration  of  that  inscru- 
ings,  and  with  emotions  of  reverence,  table  wisdom  by  which  the  whole  train  of  eventi 
,  ud  delight.  The  majestic  move-  was  coodnotad,  so  as  to  set  restraining  bouada 
Da .  planetary  orbs,  the  gk>ries  of  the  to  the  wrath  of  man^  and  to  make  it  snhMrvisnt 
tha  light  beaming  firom  a  thousand  to  tha  introdaotioii  oif  tha  reign  of  happiness  and 
jMhtinnNprarahle  voids  of  apaoo,  tha  poMa.    loalliba  rafahitioMofp«itaf8a>Hi4 
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in  all  the  eventi  that  daily  paued  in  review  ofoniTenalloye  irradiatiag  the 

before  them,  they  would  uniformly  recognize  the  our  globe,  and    would  shoat  ewtm  with  mm 

agency  and  the  purpoces  of  that  Almighty  Being  ecstatic  joy  than  they  did  befbrp,  *'Glovy  toGd 

**  who  doth  according  to  his  will  in  the  armies  of  in  the  highest,  peace  on  earth,  mad  good  «i 

heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,"  among  men  !*' 

and  who  is  carrying  forward  all  the  plans  of  his  Alas !  such  a  picture  as  that  whidi  we  fane 

government  to  a  glorious  consummation.  now  faintly  sketched,  has  never  yet  beeo  rsaM 

Every  useful  invention,  every  new  instrument  in  the  moral  aspect  of  the  inhajbitama 


for  investigating  the  operations  of  nature,  every     world.    To  the  eye  of  an  angdic  inteUigsaoi^ 
new  discovery  in  the  earth,  or  in  the  heavens,     while  he  hovers  over  our  globe  in  his  fli^ 


every  exploration  of  an  unknown  region  of  the  through  the  planetary  regions,  noCbing  i 

globe,  every  branch  of  commerce  and  manufac*  but  a  vast  cloud  of  moral  darkness  and  depntfl^ 

lure,  every  new  mode  of  facilitating  labour  and  with  here  and  there  only  a  few  &int  raditfiM 

improving  the  productions  of  the  soil ;  every  of  truth    and  love  emerging  from   the  gvorf 

improvement  in  the  ease  and  rapidity  of  travel-  gloom.    He  b^u>Ids  throughout  the  whole  mSM 

ling,  and  of  conveying  intelligence  from  one  re-  of  Africa,  from  the  shores  of  Barbary  and  Egyfl 

gion  to  another,  and  every  art  and   science,  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope— 4hroaghoat  ihsfiif 

would  be  consecrated,  in  some  form  or  other,  to  regious  of  Asia  and  its  numerous  ialandi^  ■! 

the  service  of  God,  and  to  the  accomplishment  throughout  four-fifths  of  the  continent  of  Amerki, 

of  the  objects  of  general   benevolence.      One  little  else  than  one  wide  scene  of  moral  desoh- 

grand  diffusive  principle,  manifesting  itself  in  tion,  where  idolatry  and   superstition,  tjrmmf 

numberless  ramifications,  would    pervade  the  and  dmbition,  treachery  and  crueky,  war  ■! 

whole  mass  of  society ;  and  one  grand  aim,  the  dissension,  reign  triumphant  among  almoatsvsij 

honour  and  glory  of  the  Creator,  and  the  uni-  tribe ;  and  where  scarcely  a  ray  of  dirins  Ij^ 

Tersal  diffmion  of  happiness  in  every  direction,  and  divine  love  gilds  the  horizon,  from  die  cm 

and  among  every  rank  ofsentient  and  intelligent  end  of  these  extensive  regions  to  the  allMr. 

beings,  would  be  the  unceasing  endeavour  of  Even  in  Europe,  where  the  light  of  science  ail 

own  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  languages,  of  revelation  is  converged  to  a  fbens,  wfaMii 

Tba   whole  mass  of  this  world's  inhabitants  immense  cloud  of  moral  darkness 'still  appeaitnh 

would  appear  like  one  vast  celestial  army  march-  veloping  its  population  ?  The  fidds  ofWaterioe^ 

ing  forward  in  harmony  to  the  regions  of  bliss,  of  Leipsic,   of  Borodina,   and  of  Smoleniko, 

every  one,  in  his  appointed  order,  passing  in  where   so   many  thousands   of  human   beinp 

peace  and  tranquillity  through  the  gates  of  death,  were  sacrificed  to  the  demon  of  war^-the  vilei 

to  join  the  general  assembly  above,  and  to  aug-  of  Switzerland   and   Hungaiy,   the  plains  of 

ment    and    enliven  the    congregation   of  the  France  and  Italy,  the  anarchy  and  oommoU<ni 

heavens.  of  Spain  and  Portugal,  and  the  onsangoined 

On  such  a  world  the  God  of  heaven  would  shores  of  Turkey  and  Greece,  where  massacnt 

look  down  with  complacency,  and  his  providen-  have  been  perpetrated  with  the  rage  and  fiiry  of 

tial  care  would  be  exercised  in  averting  those  infernal  demons,  bear  witnessi  to  the  raeisBcbaly 

physical  evils  which  now  increase  the  moral  fact,  that  hatred  and  malignity  still  boU  the  ■•> 

wretchedness  of  mankind.    His  eye  would  be  cendency  over  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  over 

continually  upon  them  for   good,  and  his  ear  all  the  efforts  of  benevolence  and  love, 

would  be  ever  open  to  their  requests.      Then  But,  we  trust,  that  the  period  is  &it  approaeb- 

that  glorious  scene  presented  to  the  view  of  the  ing,   when   the  breath    of  a  new  apint  ihiH 

apostle  John,  would  be  fiiUy  realized, — '*  Be-  pervade  the  inhabitants  of  every  dime,  and  whA 

hold  the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men,  and  he  holy  love  shall  unite  all  the  tribes  of  mankind  ii 

will  dwell  with  them ;  and  they  shall  be  his  peo-  one  harmonious  society.     When  the  inssset* 

pie,  and  God  himself  shall  be  with  them,  and  be  gers  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  **  riiall  ran  to  mt 

their  God.    And  God  shall  wipe  away  all  tears  fro"  from  the  north  to  the  south,  and  fraa  dM 

from   their  eyes,  and  there  shall  be  no  more  rising  to  the  setting  sun:  when  the  aoimd  of  ftt 

curse,  neither  ^sorrow  nor  crying,  neither  shall  gosp^trumpet  shall  re-echo  throoghoat  evsiy 

there  be  any  more  pain ;  for  the  former  things  land  ;  when  the  light  of  divine  rerdation  ilitl 

have  passed  away."    To  such  a  world  celestial  diffuse  its  radiance  on  the  benighted  natiom; 

messengers  wouki  rejoice  to  wing  their  down-  when  its  sublime  doctrines  and  moral  reqma* 

ward  flight,  on  messages  of  k>ve.    Their  visits,  tioos  shall  be  fully  understood  and  recogniMl  ii 

which  have  been  **fow,  and  far  between,"  and  all  their  practical  bearings,  and  when  the  snsigf 

which  have  been  long  interrupted  by  the  malevo-  of  that  Almighty  spirit  which  reduced  lo  KfK 

lence  of  men,  would  be  again  resumed  ;  and  and  order  the  dkrk  and  ^apelesa  cbaoa,  ihM 

those  '<  morning  stars"  that   shouted  for  joj  be  exerted  on  the  depraved  and  benighted  wStit 

when  this  fair  creation  arose  into  existence,  of  the  mass  of  this  world's  popnlatioa    thw  tl» 

woaU  be  filled  with  unutterable  delight  when  death4ike  alumber  which  haa  aeiied  opon  *i 

tkajbehflld  moral orderrealored,tBdth«niilai  noe  cf  Adan  riiaU  be  brak«i;  tiw  4ildii 


tmiYBBSALmr  of  the  principle  of  lots.  es 

■ 

M  tad  fin  ahAll  awmlM  to  new  Kf«  tnd  ubia  result ;  and  were  diey  to  pemde  aQ  wwUb, 

,  this  bedlaiB  of  the  univeree  will  be  rettor-  divorder  and  mieerj  would  reign   onconlroUed 

aeon  and  inteUedaial  freedooii  and  to  the  ihroughoot  the  whde  intetUgeBt  sjsiem. 

»fangdieBietee«fera,andlhe&ceijfihe  When  the  CrMtor    brought  any   partieoltr 

cation  will  be  reoemd  after  the  image  world  into  ezieteoce,  and  peopled  it  with  inhabits 

laker.    Then  wata  aball  oeaM  to  the  ants,  we  must  suppose,  that  the  laws  lo  which  I 

the  earth,  and  anarchy  and  dissension  an  now  adverting,  were  either  Tonnally  nddreaa 

nvuise  the  nations  no  more ;  riolenoe  «d  to  them  by  some  external  revetaiion,  or  ao 

nmre  bo  hoard  in  any  land,  **  liberty  will  powerfully  impressed  upon  their  moral  ooostiti*- 

liflsed  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  fibo,  as  to  become  the  main-spring  of  all  their 

o-dsars  to  them  that  are  bound.**    The  actions,  so  long  as  they  might  retain  the  original 

r  ■■Isvoleaeo  will  be  vanquished,  its  principles  implanted  in  their  minda  by  the  Author 

ill  bo  broken,  and  its  operations  demo-  of  their  existence.    Any  other  supposition  would 

Tbo  order  and  beauty  of  the  celestial  be  fraught  with  tlie  most  absurd  and  honiblo 

wiU  be  restored.      "  Holiness  to'  th^  conoequenoes.    It  would  be  subversive  of  every 

riB  bo  inscribed  on  ail  the  implementa  idea  we  are  led  to  forta  of  the  character  of  ibn 

liaymcnts  of  mankind.     Kindnsss  and  Divine  Being,  inoonsistent  with  the  peiiect  bcs^ 

ion  will  firm  the-  amiable  efaaraeteristic  voleoce  and  rectitude  of  his  nature,  and  incoai 

rank  of  social  life.    Love  will  spread  polible  with  the  relations  m  which  rational  b»> 

past  wingp  over  the  globe,  and  reign  ings  stand  to  Him  and  to  one  another,  and  witk 

lied  in  ike  hearts  of  all  its  inhabitants«  the  harmony  and  happinesa  of  the  tmtveiae,  tn 

I  aaidi  the  voice  of  Him  who  sits  on  the  suppose,  that  any  creatures  now  existi  or  ever 

if  tbe  oniTorse,   "  B^idd  i  make  all  can  exist,  to  whom  such  commanda  as  ikcat 

law    I  craate  new  heavens  and  a  new  woukl  be  given, — **  Thou  shak  Ante  thy  CraAlori 

d  tba  fbimer  ahall  not  be  remembered,  who  is  the  source*  of  thine  existence  ;**  tad 

I  into  mind.    Be  ye  glad,  and  rejoice  "  Thou  shaltAolt  all  thy  ieUow-inteOigsMatfrilk 

in  liiai  which  I  create ;  for  bekoM,  I  whom  thou  mayst  associate."    And  n  tba  aUnd 

imsalam  a  rejoicing,  and  her  people  a  would  recoil  with  horror,  «t  tbe  idea  of  mtA 
tba  voice  of  weeping  shall  bo  no  oaore  ^  laws  issniag  forth  from  the  tiirone  of  the  Eiomal 

bari  Bor  the  voice  i  crying."  to  any  chws  of  moral  agsots,  it  most  necesswily 

be  admitted,  that  the  opposite  principles  or  lawt, 

— -  to  which  I  allude,  are  proBonlgated  to  idl  intalli* 

geacea,  and  are  obligatory  on  every  inhabitaal 

SECTION  VI.  of  all  the  worlds  which  lie  between  the  raagn  of 

Jehovah's  empire.    The  natural  scenery  witk 

lALiTT  OP  TBE  FmiFCiPLES  OF  LOTS  which  tho  inhabitants  of  other  worlds  are  sia^ 

D,  AiTD  TO  FELLOw-izTTELLXOKircKs.  roundod,    the   organization  of  their   corporeal 

frames,   tlio  intellectual  capacities  with  which 

prand  principles  of  morality  to  which  I  they  are  endowed,  the  stated  en^lojrments  ia 

r  adverted,  are  not  to  be  viewed  as  con-  which  they  engage,  and  the  relations  in  whidi 

■oly  to  the  iahabitants  of  our  globe,  but  they  stand  to  each  other,  may  be  ver}*  difiereat 

ding  to  all  intellectual  beings.    They  from  those  which  obtain  in  our  terrestrial  sphere  { 

basis  of  the  moral  laws,  which  goverti  but  the  grand  principles  to  which  I  refer,  must 

genoes  throughout  the  vast  universe,  in  necessarily  pervade  every  faculty  of  their  minds, 

'  world  or  region  of  infinite  space  they  every  active  exertion,  and  every  relation  that 

a  tboir  physical  residence ;    and  they  subsists  among  them,  1^  whatever  character  it 

»  the  bond  which  miles  to  the  supreme  may  be  distinguished,  if  they  be  found  existing 

loe,  and  to  one  anotlier,  ail  holy  facings,  in  a  state  of  happmess. 

'  existing  in  the  wide  empire  of  Omnipo-  The  moral  code  of  hiws  in  other  worids  may 

This  will  at  once  appear,  if  we  reflsct  be  somewhat  differently  modified  fitm  ours,  ae- 

msat,  on  what  has  been  stated  in  tbe  cording  to  the  circumstances  in  which  the  inha- 

I  sections.     We  have  seen,  that,  if  bitanu  of  each  respective  world  are  pbu:ed,  and 

fk  or  principles  were  reversed,  and  were  the  relations  which  obtain  among  them ;  but  the 

1  agents  of  our  w6rld  to  act  accordingly,  same  general  principles  will  run  through  every 

eonid  ensue,  but  anarchy,  wretchednMs,  ramifi(^on  of  their  moral  precepts,  and  appear  in 

nd  devastation,  and  uhimately  a  com-,  the  minutes  actions  they  perform,as  the  sap  which 

manation  of  the  race  of  mankind.  And  proceeds  firom  the  trunk  of  a  treo  difibsos  itself 

'  of  mson,  it  will  follow,  that  were  the  among  the  minutest  and  the  most  distant  brands 

■ciplea  10  operate  in  any  other  worid,  es.  The  ssoefif/k  commandment  of  oar  moral  ooda 

diflermt  tho  capacities,  relations,  and  can  have  no  place  in  a  world  where  the  inbabiu 

of  its  inhabitants  might  ants  "  neither  marry  nor  are  given  in  maniaga  ^ 

sflwtawouUbathekMvi-  wkara  tba  auooassioa  of  mtsUigeai  bainpi  is  aot 
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carried  on  bv  any  process  analogous  to  human  affection  and  enjoyment  would  be  onhiiiged  nil 

generation,  where  death  u  unknown,  and  where  destroyed. 

rational  agents  have  a  fixed  and  permanent  abode.  By  overlooking  considerations  of  this  kind,  te 

Tho  Jifth  precept  of  our  law  cannot  be  recognized  celebrated  E>r.  Chalmers,  in  his  '*  Dtaconrsss  m 

in  a  world  where  the  relations  of  parents  and  the  Christian  Revelation  viewed  in  conneni 

children,  princes  and  subjects,  superiors  and  in-  with  Modern  Astronomy,"  deprived  htnadf  flf 

feriors,  have  no  existence.     And  in  those  worlds  an  important  argument  to  prove  that  Chrisiiaairf 

where  the  bounties  of  Divine  Providence  are  is  not  confined  to  this  sublunary  region.    For,il 

equally  enjoyed  by  all,  or  where  external  comforts  it  is  the  great  object  of  the  Christian  Revelttiai 

are  not  necessary  for  the  happiness  of  the  indi-  to  bring  into  fiill  effect,  in  all  tbeir  fnacticit 

rkiual,  as  in  our  world,  or  where  the  slightest  bearings,  the  principles  1  have  bem  endeafOM^ 

temptation  to   interfere   with    the  property  of  ing  lo  illustrate,  and  as  these  principles  must b 

another  does  not  exist,  there  will  be  no  necessity  interwoven  with  the  moral  code  of  all  worlds  It 

for  a  distinct  moral  regulation  corresponding  to  follows,  that  the  spirit  and  essence  of  oar  reli^ 

the  eighth  commandment  of  our  moral  code.—  rfnust  be  common  to  all  the  holy  tnhabitaaif  4 

But  in  every  world  where  happiness  exists,  and  the  universe. 

where  the  inhabitants  have  retained  their  original  From  what  has  been  now  ttsted  respeetlv 

integrity,  love  to  God,  and  love  to  all  subordinate  the  universality  of  the  principle  of  love,  tbe  m 

inteUigences  with  which  they  are  connected,  will  bwing  conclusions  may  be  deduced : — 

animate  every  heart,  regulate  every  desire,  and  1 .  That  the  n»n  in  whose  heart  this 


run  through  every  action.    And  in  those  worids  is  predominant,  and  whose  actions  are  direeiM 

(if  any  such  exist  besides  our  own)  where  these  by  its  infiuence,  is  qualified  for  associatiBg  wiA 

ininciples  are  counteracted,  or  not  recognized  as  the  pure  intelligences  of  all  worlda.    Were  m 

the  foundation  of  moral  action,  misery  and  disor-  transported  to  the  snr&ce  of  the  planet  Japiler, 

der,  in  a  greater  or  leas  degree,  most  be  the  m-  and  had  we  access  to  mingle  with  its  vast  popih 

•vitable  consequence.  lation  ;  or  were  we  conveyed  to  one  of  tbe  ph- 

The  greater  part,  however,  of  the  precepts  nets  which  revolve  around  the  Mar  Sit  iu§    if  te 

eomprised  in  the  moral  law  given  to  man,  must  inhabitants  of  these  globes  have  retained  At 

be  considered  as  obligatory  upon  all  die  rational  primeval  purity  of  their  natures,  and  if  tbe  priB* 

inhabitants  of  the  universe.  The^rrf  command-  ciple  of  love  reigned  supreme  in  our  hearts,  «• 

ment,  which  forbids  the  recognition  of  any  object  should  be  assured  of  a  welcome  reception  fron 

of  adoration,  or  of  supreme  Section,  besides  the  those  distant  intelligences,  and  be  <pial|6ed  to 

eternal  J^Mvah — the  §econdf  which  forbids  the  mingle  with  them  in  their  adoratioos  of  oor  ooa* 

representation  of  this  incomprehensible  Being  by  mon  Creator,  and  in  all  their  affectimnite  taA 

any  visible  or  material  objects — the  thirdt  which  harmonious  intercourses.    We  should  only  htn 

enjoins  reverence  of  tbe  name  or  attributes  of  to  learn  the  mode  by  which  they  cammanicate  to 

God— and  the  spirit  of  the  yburfA,  which  enjoins  each  other  their   ideas  and  emotions.     LofS 

a  certain  portion  of  duration  to  be  set  apart  for  would  form  the  basis  of  every  union,  and  aaal- 

solemn  acts  of  worship  and  adoration,  are  appli-  gamate  us  with  every  department  of  their  soa^ 

cable  to  all  the  moral  agents  that  Jehovah  has  ty.  With  pleasure,  and  with  the  most  endesriag 

created.  The  sixth  commandment,  which  forbids  affection,  would  they  point  out  to  as  the  pecidiir 

malice,  revenge,  and  injurious  actions  of  every  glories  of  the  world  they  inhabit,  and  reheids 

description — the  ninths  which  forbids  faUehood,  the  history  of  the  Creator's  dispensatiioni  in  thii 

and  inculcates  trvUiy  which  is  the  basis  of  the  portion  of  his  empire  ;  and  with  equal  pleasure 

moral  universe— and  the  tenth,  which   forbids  should  we  listen  to  the  instmctioos  which  flo« 

envy,  and  every  unhallowed  desire  to  deprive  our  from  the  lips  of  Benevolence,  and  survey  tbsM 

neighbour  of  any  portion  of  his  happiness— «re  transporting  objects  and  arrangements  which  ds" 

also  binding  upon  every  class  of  moral  intelligen-  coratc  a  world  where  bve  pervades  the  breastf 

ces,  wherever  existing,  throughout  the  unlimited  of  all  its  inhabitants.    To  visit  a  distant  world, 

empire  of  God.     For,  if  we  suppose  any  one  of  although  it  were  in  our  power,  where  the  inka" 

these  precepts  to  be  reversed,  and  moral  agents  biiants  were  of  an  opposite  description,  coah) 

to  act  on  the  principle  of  this  subvention,  their  afford  no  gratification  to  an  intelligent  and  bene* 

moral  order  and  harntony  would  be  interrupted,  volent  mind,  but  woukl  overwhelm  it  with 

and  consequently,  their  happiness  destroyed.—  and  dismay.     What  enjoyment  would  die 

For  example,  let  the    law,  which    inculcates  cious  mind  of  a  pure  intelligence  from  the 

truth,  be  supposeil  to  be  universally  violated  of  the  constellation  Orion,  derive  from  risitiag  a 

among  any  class  of  rational  beings,  and  instantly  world  inhabited  by  such  beings  aa  the  iidiabfmlf 

all  improvement  in  wisdom  and  knowledge  would  of  Nootka  Sound,  New  Ghiinea,  or  New  SSetka^r 

cease ;  nothing  couM  be  depended  upon  as  fact  where  the  moral  and  intellectual  priodplt  if 

but  vrhat  was  obvious  to  the  senses  off  every  in-  completely  debased,  and  where  the  beanliBt  </ 

dhidoal ;  social  compacts  would  be  dissolved ;  a  Nature  are  defaced  with  interminable  forests  mt 

BBtnal  repobltii  wouU  ensue,  and  ereiy  aocial  marshes,  and  tba  haunU  of  batata  of  pnyf  Bt 
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ild  be  fiO«d  with  dinppoiBtnient  and  horror—  ipace, — ^we  are  lost  in  the  iauneosiiy  oTcreatioiii 
ai^ht  tflrop  a  tear  of  pit/  over  the  wretched  and  can  set  no  bounds  to  the  empire  of  the 
bitants ;  but  be  would  soon  wing  bis  flight  Almighty  Sovereign.  When  we  look  forward  to 
t  to  a  more  delectable  region.  A  similar  dis-  that  eternal  state  to  which  we  are  destined— 
NBtmoot  would  be  felt,  were  an  inhabitant  of  when  we  consider  that  after  thoiMands  of  mil- 
world,  in  whose  mind  hatred  and  cruelty,  lions  of  centuries  have  run  their  rounds,  eternity 
ice  and  ambitioo,  reigned  without  control—  will  be  no  nearer  to  a  terroinatioo,  and  that  ages, 
B  conveyed  to  a  world  of  happiness  and  love,  numerous  as  the  drops  of  the  ocean,  will  still  roll 
tnovelacenesofbeauty  and  grandeur,  which  on  in  interminable  succession, — we  behdd  a 
lid  burst  upon  his  sight,  might  captivate  his  lapse  of  duration,  and  a  succession  of  events 
les  lor  a  little :  but  he  wouU  feel  no  enjoy-  stretching  out  before  us,  which  correspond  with 
it  in  the  eierdse  of  virtuous  affections  and  the  immeasurable  spaces  of  the  universe,  and 
urous  adorations,  to  which  he  was  never  ac-  the  number  and  4nagnitude  of  the  worlds  with 
onsed ;  he  would  find  ix>  ol^ects  on  which  to  which  it  is  stored.  When  we  view  ourselves  as 
iiy  his  chiel  and  ambitious  desires,  and  he  thus  connected  with  the  immensi^  of  creatioa 
Id  be  glad  to  escape  from  the  abodes  of  sf>  on  the  one  hand,  and  with  infinite  duration  on 
ton  and  bliss,  to  the  depraved  society  from  the  other ;  and  when  we  reflect  on  the  ntmMrous 
nee  be  came.  Hence  we  mav  learn,  that,  changM  that  have  happened,  both  in  the  physical 
ever  expansive  views  we  may  Lave  acquired  and  moral  aspect  of  our  globe,  withiu  tbe  period 
te  range  of  the  Creator's  operatiuos,  and  of  of  six  thousand  years,  we  cannot  but  conclude 
immensity  of  worlds  which  are  diffused  that  we  are  destined  to  pass  through  new  seeDea 
ugh  booadlefls  space,  and  however  arylent  de-  and  changes  in  that  eternity  which  hes  before  us, 
I  we  maj  indulge  of  visiting  tbe  distant  re-  of  which  at'  present  we  can  form  no  oooeeption. 
s  of  creatioo,  we  never  can  imlulge  a  rational  After  remaining  for  thousands  of  milliona  of 
i  of  enjoying  sudi  a  privilege,  were  it  possi-  years  in  that  worid  which  will  be  prepared  for 

unless  love  to  God  and  to  man  become  the  the  ligfateous  at  the  general  resurrectioa,  wo 

ominanl  disposition  of  our  minds.    Por,  al-  may  be  transported  to  another  system  as  far  dis- 

igh  we  were  invested  by  the  Almighty  with  taut  from  that  ^>ode  aa  we  now  are  hum  tbe 

oreal  vehicles,  capable  of  transp<ming  us  most  distant  stars  visible  to  our  sight,  in  order  to 

1  one  region  of  creation  to  another,  with  the  contemplate    new  displays  of  the  attributes  of 

I  rapid  motion,  we  could  enjoy  no  solid  sa-  God,  in  another  province  of  his  empire.    We 

ction,  while  we  remained    unqualifled   for  may  afterwards  be  conveyed  to  an  unoccupied 

hing  tbe  exercises,  and  mingling  in  the  asso-  region  of  immensity,  where  new  creations,  dis- 

ons  of  holy  intelligences.     In  every  happy  playing  new  objects  of  glory  and  magnificence, 

d  on  which  we  alighted,  we  should  feel  our-  are   starting  into  existence.     We  may  after- 

9sin  asitnation  similarto  that  ofanide  pod  wards  be  invested  with  the  wings  of  a  seraph, 

rant  boor,  were  ho  conveyed  to  a  palace,  and  and  be  enabled  to  wing  our  way,  in  company  with 

idoced  into  an  assembly  of  courtiers    and  angels,  from  world  to  world,  and  to  visit  the  most 

»s.  distant  regions  of  that  immense  imiverse  over 

Another  conclusion  deducible   fi'om  this  which   Omnipotence  presides.     In  short,  the 

0ct  is,  that  by  virtue  cf  this  grand  and  go-  imagination  can  set  no  limits  to  its  excursions, 

ing^rinciple,  man  is  connected  with  the  when  it  attempts  to  survey  the  revokitioos  and 

est  order  of  intelligences,  and  with  the  inha-  changM    that   may   take    place,  and  the    new 

lis  of  the  m<)st  distant    worlds  ;  and  his  scenes  of  glory  which  may  burst  upon  the  view, 

liness     perpetually    secured.      When    we  throughout  the  lapse  of  duration  which  will  have 

a  view  of  the  universe  by  the  light  of  mo-  no  end. 

science,  our  minds  are  overpowered  and  Now,  in  whatever  relation  man  may  stand  to 

Dunded  at  the  idea  of  its  vast  and  unlimited  any  portion  of  the  universal  system,  throughout 

e.     When  we  consider  that  it  would  require  every  future  period  of  his  existence,  and  during 

ral  millions  of  years  for  a  cannon  ball,  flying  all  the  revolutions  of  eternity,  love  will  unite  him 

ae  rate  of  five  hundred  miles  an  hour,  to  to  all  other  holy  beings  with  whom  he  may  as- 

b  the  nearest  stars — when  we  consider  that  sociate,  however  distant  their  abode  from  the 

)  are  stars  visible  to  the  naked  eye,  at  least  spot   he   now  occupies,  however  different  its 

times  fimher  distant  than  these— when  we  scenery  and  arrangements,  and  however  superior 

ider  that  there  are  stars  visible  by  thu  tele-  they  may  be  in  pomt  of  corporeal  organixation 

e  a  thousand  times  farther  distant  than  any  and  intellectnal  capacity.     For  no  intelligence, 

e  former— and  when  we  consider  that  all  the  in  any  region  of  the  universe,  in  whom  the  princi- 

and  worlds  which  lie  within  this  unfathom-  pie  of  love  predominates,  can  ever  be  supposed 

range  are,  in  all  probability,  only  as  a  to  disdain  to  associate  with  another,  of  whatever 

I  of  sand  to  the  v    jle  earth,  when  com-  rsnk  or  order,  who  is  actuated  by  a  similar  affeo- 

1  with  tlie  immensity  of  systems  which  lie  tion ;  otherwise  his  love  would  degenerate  into 

adtbem  in  tbe  unexplored  abyss  of  infinite  malevrienoe.     This  principle  will  unitn  him  to 
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•Dgels  and  arc'ian^el*,  to  cherubim  an-1  aera- 
phim,  to  throii»«,  lionrjlaiuna,  priiici|>aliue8,  and 
powurs,  from  whu^o  discourse'^  he  will  iearn  the 
history  of  the  divine  dUiK^n^ations,  ibe  wuodcrs 
of  Almighty  power,  and  liin  *'  mamCild  wisdom 
of  Grod."  Sio  long  aa  it  rcij^n*  uncooiruiled  in 
hit  heart,  it  will  secure  his  happineiis  in  all 
l^ces,  and  in  every  period  of  his  existence,  by 
a  law  established  by  the  Almighty,  and  founded 
cm  his  perfections ;  a  law  which  binds  together 
the  whole  iiUe II igeiit  system,  and  form^  the  baiHS 
of  the  (e'iciiy  of  the  moral  univcrsie.  Sj  tliut 
his  future  bleaseihiess  is  for  over  aecure,  buyood 
the  reach  of  danger,  and  rests  upon  a  fouoduliun 
ttable  and  pennanent  as  the  throne  of  the 
Etem.^1. 

3.  From  what  ha^  been  now  stated,  we  may 
learn  that  there  is  but  one  rtligion  throughout  the 
univerte,  however  vast  its  magnitude  and  bound- 
less its  extension.  In  this  world,  numerous 
systems  of  religion  prevail,  and  thonsands  of 
difTerent  opinions  in  relation  to  its  ceremonies 
and  objects;  but  experience  has  demonstrated, 
that  all  of  them,  en»pt  one,  are  insufficient  to 
guide  rational  beings  to  substantial  felicity. 
And  of  this  ouo  system,  how  many  foolish  and 
kiaecttrate,  and  even  contradictory  opinions, 
kavs  bsso  Ibrmad^  through  the  ignorance  and 
penrersity  of  the  human  mind !  Though  all  its 
parts  have  a  direct  refwence  to  the  actions  of 
intelligent  a^onts,  and  to  the  cultivation  of 
benevoUnt  <|^!fet>ons,yet  it  has  been  represented, 
•ven  by  its  professed  abetters,  as  a  congeries  of 
metaphjrsical  dogmas  and  speculative  opinions ; 
and  in  this  |K>int  of  view  it  has  been  the  source 
of  perpetual  wrangling  and  contentions.  Though 
it  is  calculated  to  expand  the  understanding,  to 
warm  the  heart,  and  to  elevate  the  soul  to  God, 
yet  it  has  been  reduced,  by  the  cunning  artifice 
of  man,  to  a  mass  of  mere  quibbles  and  unmean- 
ing cereinoniKS.  And  though  it  breathes  nothing 
but  peace  and  good-will  to  man,  it  has  been 
cmploye-1  as  an  engine  of  persecution  and  of 
human  destruction.  It  is  only  in  projMrtion  as 
our  religion  approximates  to  the  character  of  the 
religion  which  i!<  common  to  all  holy  beings, 
that  it  is  worthy  of  o<ir  veneration  and  our  ardent 
pursuit.  And  therefore,  in  order  to  determine 
the  tnith  and  importance  of  any  particular  sys- 
tem of  religiwH  opinions,  the  best  test  we  can 
apply  to  it  is,  to  ascertain  what  bearings  it  has 
upon  the  grand  principles  to  which  we  have  been 
adverting.  '*  Do  all  the  sentiments  and  tenets 
which  it  strenuously  supports,  like  the  lines  from 
thecircun^erence  to  the  centre  of  a  circle,  c«>n- 
verge  towards  the  promotion  of  looe  in  all  its 
practical  ramifications  ?  Are  the  opinions  we 
now  so  fiercely  maijitain  of  such  a  nature,  that 
we  shall  probably  reco;rnize  them  as  important 
practical  principles  a  million  of  years  hence,  in 
the  regions  of  distant  worlds?"  If  such  a  tost 
wore  applied  to  hundreds  of  opinions  which  have 


agitated  tlie  religious  world,  and  obstrnctcrfdir 
operations  of  the    benevoknt   affections,  t^ 
would  be  driven  away  firoin  the  Christian  sys- 
tem as  chalT  before  the  whirlwind  ;  and  Clni- 
tians  would  feel  ashamed  of  the  importaooe  tkif 
attached  to  their  '*  mint,  and  aoiss,  and  atm- 
tain"  while  they  neglected  the  weightier  maUsn 
of  the  law,  ''judgment,  mercy,  and   the  lots  tf 
God."    How  many  false  and'  foolish  opiaiov 
shall  we  leave  behind  us  in  this  region  of  dui^ 
ne^s   an  I   contention,  when    we  enter   witisi 
the  oofifiiirj  of  the  eternal  state  ?  How  sidilisi^ 
bow  lovely,  and  how  beautifying  will 
a|ipcar  in  that  world,  where  it  will  be 
plated  in  its  native  simplicity,  and  stripped  tf 
all  the  foreign  and  adventitious  circumstaoMi 
which  now  obscure  its  brightneas  andgtoiy!  I 
need  scarcely  say,  that  the  one  religion  to  wlttd 
I  allude  is  Ckriiiianify,  considered,  not  so  madi 
in  the  scheme  of  mediation  which   it  unfiiidh, 
which  may  have  a  relation  solely  to  man  viewsd 
in  his  character  as  a  sinner,  btit  in  the  Im&ig 
iUepoaUions  and  virtuee  it  inculcates,  and  in  (fas 
great  objeete  which  all  it^i  doctrines,  facts,  ihI 
supernatural  communicatioos  have  a  teadeaqf 
to  accomplish.     In  these  points  of  view,  it  bhpI 
be  considered  as  imbodying  principles  sad  lam 
whidi  pervade  the  religious  syateoM  oTaH  ii«yi> 
Finally,  Love  is  a  principle  in  the  monl  sad 
intelligent  system  which  beaurs  a  striking  aaakfjr 
to  the  principle  of  ottroefum   ia  the  nNiterisI 
world.    Each  of  them  imitos,  in  its  respacsiss 
sphere,  all  the  beings  which  compose  it  in  «k 
grand  and  harnKmious system;  and  botheftfaso 
combined  give  birth  to  all  the  moral  and  physicti 
phenomena  which  diversify  the  intellectual  ud 
the  material  universe.     By  the  principle  of  at- 
traction, the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,  along  with 
their  habitations,  are  retained  to  its  surface,  ui 
prevented   from    flying  off    in    wiU  raafivka 
til  rough  the  voids  of  space.     By  the  sane  pomr 
the  mountains  rest  on  a  solid  basis,  the  rivvs 
flow  from  the  mountains  to  the  plains,  and  tin 
orean  is  confined  within  its  appointed  chsnnsh 
It  produces  the  various  phenomena  which  arise 
from  the  n>eandering  rill,  the  majestic  river,  aad 
the  roaring  cataract.     It  produces  the  desccst 
ofrain  and  dew,  and  the  alternate  flux  and  reflux 
of  the  tides.    It  prevents  the  waters  of  ths  great 
deep   from    covering    the    mountain-tops,  asil 
mingling  in  confusion  with  the  clouds  of  heaves. 
It  bind.^  together  the  infinity  of  atoms  which  coi* 
stitute  the  globe  on  whicli  we  tread ;  it  regulaftei 
the  variouj  movements  of  men  and  other  aaiai- 
ted   being!« ;  it  forms  mechanical  powers,  a^l 
gives  irnimlsion  to  numerous  madiines  aad  eii> 
gines.     It  rolls  the  moon  in  regular 
aroiind  the  earth,  and  prevents  her  from 
lawlessly  through  the  sky.    It  extends  its  il 
once  from  the  sun  to  the  remotest  planets,  o*r 
ducting  revolving  worlds,,  with  all  their  satslliti^ 
in  tlieir  ample  circuits,  and  preserving  then  il 
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one  hwBKMikNH  ■jntem.     It  coaoecta  the  rejoice  in  ftccompli«hing  the  plans  of  their  bene- 

th  and  the  planetary  globes  with  other  ays-  Yoleni  Crbator.    Arounid  him,  as  the  sun  of  the 

tt  in  the  distant  regions  of  space ;  and  carries  moral  system — the  centre  of  light,  and  lore,  and 

t  son,  with  all  his  attendant  orbs,  around  the  juy — they  all  revoke  in  their  appointed  order ; 

itro  of  that  mtlmla  to  which  it  belongs,  and  cheered  by  the  emanation  of  his  love,  enlightened 

the  ^Mems  and    nebufas  of  the  universe  by  his  beams,  and  reflecting  a  radiance  upon  all 

and  the  throne  of  (3od.  the    beings  with  which   they  are  surrounded. 

Ji  like  manner,  love  nnites  all  holy  intelli-  Though  one  orb  differs  from  another  in  motion, 

ices,  wherever  dispersed  through  the  ampli-  in  magnitude,  and  in  glory,  yet  no  one  interferes 

es  of  creatioQ,  in  one  amiable  and  harmonious  with  another  to  impede  its  progress,  or  to  inter- 

lem.  It  imites  man  to  God,  and  God  to  man.  oept  the  emanations  o('  li((bt  vid  joy  from  the 

mitet  the  renovated  inhabitants  of  our  glubex  Uncreated  Source  and  Centre  of  all  enjoyment, 

mgels  and  archangeb,  and  qualifies  them  fur  Were  the  principle  of  attraction  which  binds 

tnng  into  the  closest  bonds  of  friendship  ai^  together  the  atoms  of  our  globe,  and  connects  the 

leiion  with  superior  intelligences  that  people  planetary  orbs  with  the  sun,  to  be  completely  dis- 

regions  oT  distant  worlds.  It  produces  an  solred,  the  earth  would  be  shattered  to  its  centre ; 
aneive  and  harmonious  spirit,  and  an  ardent  the  waters  of  the  ocean  would  fly  upwards,  and 
ire  to  difTuse  happiness  among  all  surround-  be  dispersed  through  the  highest  regions  of  the 
beings.  It  fives  birth  to  those  sublime  emo-  atmosphere ;  rocks  and  mountains  would  be  de» 
■  which  flow  out  towards  the  Creator  in  the  tached  fntm  their  bas^,  and  raised  aloA  above 
ioua  forms  of  adoration,  curoplarency,  hope,  the  clouds ;  forests  would  be  lorn  up  firoro  their 
fideaee,  homility,  juy,  submission,  and  re-  roots,  and  tossed  about  in  confusion  through  the 
mee;  and  it  is'tbe  spring  of  all  those  vir-  sky;  the  nMon  woukl  forsake  her  ancient  course; 
as  dispoeftioiis  whidi  flow  out  towards  our  the  planets  would  run  lawlessly  throu^  the  im- 
»w-crealnres  in  the  form  of  mercy,  compas-  mensity  of  space,  and  mighty  worlds  would  be 
I,  ainoerity,  candour,  sympathy,  kindness,  seen  dashing  against  each  other,  till  they  were 
{i-soflering,  gentleness,  meekness,  charity,  shattered  to  pieces,  and  their  fragments  tosaed 
eroeity,  jnatiee,  and  active  beneficence.  It  about  in  diaorder  throughout  aurrounding  ays- 
mis  its  ponaetsor  lo  run  to  the  aasistance  of  tems.  Eflects  equally  disastrous  to  the  intelli- 
distressed,  to  support  the  weak,  to  console  gent  system  would  be  produced,  were  the  inflo- 
desponding,  to  comfort  the  dying,  to  difluse  ence  of  bve,  in  all  its  varied  emanations,  to  be 
rays  of  besvenly  light  over  the  benighttid  completely  suspended  or  annihilated.  War  wouU 

d,  and  to  rejoice  in  the  prosperity  cf  all  be  proclaimed  in  heaven,  and  myriads  of  angels 
and.  It  b  **  the  bond  of  peifection"  which  hurled  from  their  seats  of  bliss.  The  rapturous 
tes  tbe  msmhcrs  of  an  affectionate  family,  and  songs  and  adorations  of  seraphs  would  be  changed 
lerves  the  onion  of  the  faithful  in  all  the  into  the  bowlings  and  execrations  of  demons, 
rdies  of  the  saints.  It  unites  inpn  to  man  by  The  population  of  the  universe  would  be  trans- 
okMsest  ties,  however  different  in  language,  formed  into  one  vast  assemblage  of  fiends ;  its 
tons,  colour,  and  complexion,  and  however  re^pons  of  beauty  and  fertility  wouM  become  one 
removed  from  each  other  in  point  of  place,  wide  scene  of  desolation  and  horror,  and  the  voice 
nables  the  Greenlander,  the  [celander,  the  of  lamentation  and  misery  wouk)  be  heard  r^ 
ienn,  tbe  inhabitant  of  Hindostan,  and  the  in-  sounding  throughout  all  worlds.  On  earth  king- 
itant  of  the  British  Isles,  in  whose  hearts  it  doms  would  be  ^aken  and  convulaed ;  govern* 
dee,  U>  recognize  each  other  as  '*  the  sons  of  ments  overturned  ;  societies  dissolved ;  families 
1,**  and  as ''brethren  in  Christ  Jesus.'*  It  dispersed;  the  bonds  of  friendship  burst  asun- 
db  forth  the  imagination  over  every  quarter  of  der ;  hiiabiinds  torn  from  their  wivea,  and  parenta 

globe,  carrying  benevolent  wishes,  fervent  from  their  children ;    the  intercotu'se  of  nations 

fers,  and  intercessions  for  men  of  all  kindreds  siixpf^nHed  ;  the  pursuits  of  science  and  religion 

ranks ;  and  empbys  every  active  endeavour  abandoned ;  every  rank  and  relation  overturned, 

MToaote  the  present  eiijoyment  an^i  the  eter-  end  virtue  banished  from  the  abodes  of  men. 

folidty  of  the  family  of  mankind.    It  in-  Dewrting  all  social  beings,  and  forsaken  by  all, 

«e  tbe  soul  with  emotions  of  delight,  when  inan  would  become  a  solitary  monster,  wandering 

MOomes  the    instrument  of  communicating  without  plan  or  object,  an  enemy  to  binwelf  and 

piaeas  to  all  within  the  sphere  of  its  inflik-  to  hb  species.    Anarchy  and  disorder  woukl 

e.  It  oaiteo  the  host  of  seraphim  and  che-  reign  triumphant  wer  the  whole  race  of  human 
im  ia  one  vast  and  harmonious  association ;  beings,  and  the  bowlings  of  wretchedness  and 
that  no  jarring  aflTection  b  ever  felt,  and  no  despair  would  re-edH>  from  every  land. 
iordaat  voice  b  ever  heard,  among  the  thou-  Such  a  scene  of  moral  desolation  se{/la/bnes« 
di  mad  ten  tbensands  of  these  exalted  intelli-  and  maUgnity  have  a  natural  tendency  to  create ; 
one.     It  preserves  every  member  of  the  holy  and  such  a  scene  they  have  actually  created  in 

intelligent  system  in  the  rank  and  orbit  pre-  our  worU,  in  eofar  <u  their  h^fluenee  hae  eaiiended, 

bod  bjLtfiaitn  Wisdom,  and  leads  them  aU  to  The  power  of  attraction  has  never  been 

ar 
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^etelj  futpended  in  relation  to  oar  ^obe,  nor  like  onto  it ;  Thou  ihak  love  thj 

hM  the  moral  Goreroor  of  the  tiniverte  tufllered  thyvclt  OffTHCsKTwocostiiAiiDicxjrnBAM 

the  principle  of  love  to  be  entirely  eradicated  ale*  thb  law  a9D  thb  FMOPHxra."    TUi 

trom  the  minds  of  its  inhabitants.    But,  as  when  declaration  evidently  implies,  that  it  is  the  dcsigl 

the  law  of  gravitatioo  is  counteracted  in  ease  oC  of  the  whole  of  tin-  Old  Tesiaroeai  Revatatiga,  It 

earthquakes  and  vdcaaovs,  the  most  destructive  illustrate  and  enfirce  these  laws,  and  Id 

and  desolating  convtdsioos  ensue, — so  it  happens  ail  thoM  holy  tempers  which 

in  the  moral  world,  when  the  law  of  benevolence  love  of  Gud,  and  of  our  neif|[hbour. 

is  trampled  under  foot.     "  Nal  ion  rises  against  pear*  to  be  the  grand  object  of  ail  the 

nation,  and   kingdom  against  kingdom  \**  hostile  bets,  relijcious  institutions,  devotional 

armies  encounter   like  tigers  rushing  on  their  moral    maxims,   prophecies,  eahorintioni,  p^ 

prey ;  *'  firebrands,  arrows,  and  death"  are  scat-  mi^es,  and  threatenings,  winch  it  records.    Ths 

tercd  in  every  direction ;  a  confused  noise  of  history  of  the  formation  of  the  uoivarse,  wai  a( 

chariotSi  and  horsemen,  and  of  engines  of  de-  the  beautiful  arrangement  r£  onr  gloke»  as  ds* 

atruction,  is  wafied  on  every  breeze ;  garments  tailed  in  the  B<iuk  of  Gveoesia,  is  rahnijatsd  l» 

are  rolled   in  blood,  and  whole  plains  drenched  display  the  wisdom  and  goodneas  of  llie  CrsalVf 

with  himian  gore,  and  covered  with  the  carcasses  and  to  draw  forth  our  afiectiona  towards  Bin 

of  the  slain.     But   wherever  love  diffuses   its  who  is  the  Author  of  our  ea^meals,  aad  «hs 

poweifiil  and  benign  influence,  there  harmony,  prono^inced  ev«*ry  thing  he  had  mada  to  be  **  nnr 

happtneas,  and  peace  are  enjoyed  by  every  rank  good."     The  history  of  the  wickednaaa  of  Iks 

of  iensitive  and  intellectual  existence.    In  every  antediluvian  worM,  of  the  dreadfiil  afieoia  it  p^ 

worid  where  it  reigns  supreme,  the  intdleetual  duced  in  the  state  of  society,  and  of  Ika  a«M 

faculty  is  irradii^ed,  the  aflections  are  purified  catastrophe  by  which  its  inhabitants  wereswipl 

and  expanded,  transporting  joys  are  feh,  and,  from  existence,  and  buried  in  the  waten  of  Iks 

like  the  planetary  orbs  and  their  train  of  satel-  deluge,  is  calculated  to  iUuslrate,  in   the  asH 

lites,  all  shine  with  a  steady  lustre,  and  move  on-  striking  manner,  the  guilt  and  the  danger  tt 

ward  in  harmonious  order,  around  the  Supreme  withdrawing  the  injections  frons  God,  and  of  i^ 

Source  of  intelligence,  aiid  the  Eternal  Centre  dulging  a  principle  of  malevoleooe  towaids  Mi. 

of  all  felicity.  The  history  of  the  crimes  of  Sodom,  and  cf  tka 

fete  of  its  wretched  inhabitants ;  the 


ef  Pharaoh  and  his  armies  at  the  Red  8aa;  At 
history  of  the  idolatrous  practices  of  the  Isiad 
SECTION  VII.  ites,  of  their  murrourings  in  the  wiklerasas,  mH 

dt  the  piraishments  inftcted  for  their  re 
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DXTXivE  nETELATioN.  the  woTshippers  of  Baal :  The  destruetion  of  dn 

nations  of  Ckmaan ;  the  judgments  which  psh 

Ik  the  preceding  sections  I  have  endeavoured  sued  the  Jowi<.h  nation,  during  the  whoki  pnrni 

to  illustrate  the  two  grand  principles  of  the  Mo-  of  their  history,  on  account  of  their  defeetiN 

ral  Law,  and  lo  demonstrate  their  reasonableness,  from  God,  and  the  calamities  which  befell  tfani 

and  the  necessity  of  their  universal  o{>eration,  in  at  the  period  of  the  Babylonish  captivity    lap 

wrder  to  the  promotion  of  the  happiness  of  the  ther  with  all  the  othor  fects  connected  with  te 

mtelligont  system.    I  have  proceeded  all  along  history  of  that  people  and  of  the  surroandiai  Wf 

on  the  ground  of  revelation,  as  well  as  of  reason,  tions,  are  intended  to  exhibit  Iho  dismal 

and  the  nature  of  things.    Biit  since  these  im-  quences,  and  the  moral  wretchedness 

portant  principles  form  the  basis  of  the  system  evitably  follow,  when  the  afieetiona  ef 

of  religion,  and  of  all  the  practical  conclusions  are  withdrawn  from  the  God  of  Heeveniaod  hft 

I  may  aAerwards  deduce  in  the  remaining  part  to  grovel  in  the  mire  of  depravity  and  vice, 
ef  this  work,  it  may  be  expedient  to  advert  a        The  institutions  oftlie  lewi^  Churek  irat 

HtUe  more  explicitly  to  the  declarations  of  Scrip-  appointed  for  i»romntiBg  the  knowledge  and  iht 

turoon  this  subject.    And  here  I  propose  very  love  of  God,  and  for  exciting  an  nbhonenesif 

briefly  to  show,  that  it  is  the  great  end  of  Divine  every  thing  which  is  contrary  to  the  reotitidt 

Revelation  to  illustrate  these  principles  in  all  and  purity  of  his  nature.    Arooog  the  tribea  Ail 

their  various  bearings,  and  to  bring  them  into  inhabited  the  land  of  Caaann,  prior  to  lb*  a» 

practical  operation.  trance  of  the  Israelitee,  and  ummtg  al  tka  fl^ 

This  positfon  is  exymty  stated  by  our  Sa-  rotmding  natioes^  the  worship  ef 

viour  himself,  in  his  r«|lAT  lo  the  scribe,  who  pro>  groesest  superstitions,  and  the  ir 

posed  the  Question,  **  Which  is  the  great  oon-  vices  universally  prevailed.    It 

■BBdoMOt  inthelawf    «*  Thon  shall  love  the  end  of  the  laws  and 


Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart,  and  with  all  thy  Israel,  to  excite  the  higheat  defree 
■oul,  and  with  all  thy  mind.'*  TUi  ii  the  first  mt  every  thing  which  wm  oonBoU 
md  grvat  onoinndiiwi     Aad  iht  Mooad  ii    tiy,  to  portm j  in  wiAifciM  aai 
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e  ttfibeiioai  of  the  pMplo  to  the  worvliip  of  the  men,  all  the  proriJentUl  disiMOMiiona  of  God, 

M  God,  to  preamrve  ibem  uocootaminaied  from  mil  the  mAnifediifctioiM  of  the  divine  character  and 

•  maligBUU  dupoeition,  and  the  rile  prac-  perfeciioiM,  aiidall  tliedeecriptioiMorthe  gluriea 
iM  of  the  oMghbouriaf  nations,  and  to  ioetruct  of  heaven,  and  iifthe  terrore  of  hell,  have  a  ten- 
Mi  in  tbo  nacure  and  attribute*  o(  the  Deity  ;  dency  to  illiietrate  iJie  indispensable  obligation 
at  they  might  be  '*  a  peemHar  people  to  Jeho-  of  love  to  God,  and  love  to  all  mankind,  in  unler 
li,  aepantad  from  all  the  people  that  were  on  to  secure  our  pre«nnt  comfort  and  eternal  felicity. 

•  face  of  the  earth.*'  Hence,  the  fi>Uowing  in-  And,  as  it  was  the  main  design  of  the  Old 
■ttkm  and  ioiunction  are  placed  on  the  front  Testament  economy  to  illustrate  and  enforce  the 
dia  moral  code  of  taws  delivored  to  that  nation,  principle  of  love  to  God  and  to  man,  fo  it  i«,  in 
Haitf»OIara«l,  the  Lord  our  Grod  is  one  Lord,  a  particular  manner,  the  great  object  of  the 
hou  flhak  hava  no  other  gods  before  me."  To  Christian  Revelation,  to  exhibit  the  law  of  love 
oawie  hannoay  and  affection  between  man  and  in  all  its  bearing*  ami  |iractical  applications.  In 
in ;  to  mdotcm  the  exercise  of  justice  and  equity  one  of  the  first  sermcms  delivered  by  our  Saviour, 
all  their  dealings;  to  inculcate  chastity  and  and  the  longest  one  recorded  in  the  Evangelical 
rily  of  afleetioD,  kindness  to  strangers,  com-  History,  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  the  main 
asioii,  tenderness,  and  sympathy  ;  obedience  design  is  to  explain  and  enforce  these  prindplaa, 

parents,  charitable  dispositions  towards  the  in  relation  both  to  Giod  and  to  man,  and  to  sweep 

lor  and  needy,  and '  tenderness  and  mercy  to-  away  all  the  false  glueses  which  Ignorance  and 

inb  the  ialarior  animals,  were  the  groat  oh-  Prejudice -had  mingled  with  their  interprftations 

sis  of  the  farious  laws  and  regulations  com-  of  the  Divine  Law.    In  one  part  of  this  dis* 

iaed  in  their  aMiral  and  political  code.  course,  our  Lord  declares,  that  we  may  as  soon 

The  defoCional  portions  of  the  Old  Testament,  expect  to  see  "  heaven  and  earth  pass  away,"  or 

ftieularly  tiiose    contained  in    the  book  of  the  whole  frame  of  the  universe  diaiohred,  as 

■Ims,  haira  the  same  general  tendency.     The  that  *'  one  jot  or  one  tittle  shall  pass  from  the 

aeripcions  of  the  work  of  creation  and  provi-  law."   For,  as  it  is  a  law  founded  on  the  nature 

saoa,  the  adorations  of  the  majesty  of  the  God  of  God,  it  must  be  of  eternal  obligatioii)  and  can 

larmal,  the  celebration  of  the  divine  character  never  be  abrogated  with  regard  to  any  dass  of 

id  axoaQeBeaa,  and  the  ascriptions  of  thanks-  rational  beings,  in  consistency  with  the  perfec- 

wlag  and  praise  for  the  mercy,  long-suffering,  tiuns  of  the  divine  nature.    As  it  is  a  law  abso- 

d  goodneas  of  God,  with  which  these  divine  lutely  perfect,  comprehending  within  its  range 

mpoakioa»  abound,  are  calculated  to  raise  the  every  di^iposition  and  affection,  and  every  duty 

bcfions  to  Jehovah  as  the  source  of  every  which  u  requisite  for  promoting  the  order  and 

■aring,  and  to  inspire  the  soul  with  love,  admi-  happiness  of  intelligent  agents,  nothing  can  be 

tioo,  and  reverence.  In  many  of  these  sublime  taken  from  it  without  destroying  its  pet  faction; 

laa,  parfieularly  in  the  1 19ih  Pdalra,  the  mind  and  nothing  can  be  added  to  it  without  supposing 

'th«  PsatmisC  is  absorbed  in  meditation  on  the  that  it  was  originally  imperfect.    And  as  it  was 

sallcncy  of  the  divine  precepts,  and  tlie  happi-  intended  to  preserve  the  harmony  and  to  sectire 

•a  which  the  observance  of  them  is  calculated  the  lelicity  of  the  intellectual  beings  that  people 

coorey  to  the  soul.    *'  O  how  I  love  thy  law  !"  the  earth  and  the  heavens,  the  fabric  of  universal 

f»  DaviH;  '*  it  u  my  meditation  all  the  day.  nature  must  be  destroyed,  before  ihis  law  can  be 

ha  law  of  thy  mouth  is  better  unto  me  than  set  aside  or  cancelled.     For  we  have  already 


of  of  gold  and  silver.     I  have  rejoiced  teen,  (Sect.  IV.)  that,  were  it  reversed,  the 

ll^  testimonies  as  much  as  in  all  riches."  whole  intelligent  system  woukl  be  transibrmod 

Im  moral  maxims  contained  in  the  writings  of  into  a  scene  of  confusion,  misery,  and  horror. 

jiamoo  are  likewise  intended  to  draw  forth  the  For  the  porpoie  of  affoiding  an  immense  theatre, 

lairaa  after  GK>d,  x6  counteract  ^ho  influence  of  on  which  the  operations  of  this  law  might  be 

a  depraved  passions  of  the  human  heart,  and  displayed,  the  earth  with  all  its  furniture  and 

proiDOle  the  exercise  (^candour,  sincerity,  jus-  decorations,  and  the    heavens,  with  all  their 

M,  and  benevolence  among  mankind.    The  ex-  hosts,  were  called  into  exbtence ;  and,  therefore, 

irtalwne,  remonstrances,  and  denunciations  of  were  it  either  cancelled  or  reversed,  neither  the 

•  prophets,  were  ^so  intended  to  recall  the  af-  glory  of  the  Creator  would  be  displayed,  nor  the 
etMma  of  the  people  of  Israel  to  the  God  from  happiness  of  his  intelligent  creation  secured, 
hoai  Ibej  had  revolted,  to  show  the  unreason-  The  mighty  expanse  of  the  universe,  enclosing 
ianm  ef  their  oondnct  in  "  forsaking  the  fouo-  so  many  spacious  worlds,  would  become  one 
ItP  of  their  happineaa ;  to  display  the  purity,  boundless  moral  desert,  in  which  no  *'  fruits  of 

•  aaDaHeiiee,  and  the  eternal  <A)lisation  of  the  righteousness'*  would  appear,  nor  any  trace  of 
vha  preeepti,  and  to  warn  them  of  the  inevita-  the  beauty  and  benevolence  of  the  Eternal  Mind. 
tmimifmA  ivIb  wMeh  will  overtake  the  work-  —la  the  same  diaoomae,  cor  Saviour  enforoea 
eaf  ill^aity•  In  short,  all  the  promises  and  the  duty  of  love  towards  even  our  most  bitter 
PMlaahifiaflhewoidofGod,  all  the  consider-  enemies  and  most  furious  persecntors.  **Ye 
lai«ddMMidlotiia  faopaaaod  Iba  iMnof  hM>a  hand  tiMl  it  hath  bean  a^d,  TIm  Aill 
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tove  thjr  neighbour,  and  hate  thine  enemy.     But  from  supper;  he  Uud  aaide  hi*  gamentt;  k» 

I  say  unto  you,  Love  your  enemies  ;  bletis  them  took  a  towel ;  he  girded  himself ;  he  poorad  «•> 

that  curse  you;  do  good  to  them  ihat  hate  you;  ferinto  a  bason;  he  began  to  wmab  the  £sa- 

and  pray  for  them  that  despitefuliy  use  you,  and  pies'  feet ;  and  he  wiped  them  with   die  lowii 

petiiecute  you  ;  that  you  may  be  the  children  of  wherewith  he  was  girded.    He  then 


your   Father  who  is  in  heaven;  for  he   maketh  them  in  such  language  as  this:—"  Let  wM  jnr 

Ins  flun  to  arise  on  ihe  evil  and  on  the  good,  and  heart  be   troubled  ;  in  my  Father's  house  m 

sondeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on  the   unjust.'*  many  mansions ;  I  go  to  prepare  a  place  far  yoi. 

This  is  one  of  the  mo^  sublime  exercises  uf  the  And,  if  I  go  and  prepare  a  place  ior  yoo,  Iwfll 

principle  of  love,  in  reference  to  our  fellow>men  ;  come  again   and  receive,  you  to  my^lf;  tktf 

and  it  is  enforced  from  the  most  sublime  motive  where  I  am  there  ye  may  be  alao.     I  will  asl 

and  ctMisideration— >4he  conduct  of  Benevolence  leave  you  conniortleas  ;    I  will  pray  the  Fadw, 

itself  towards  a  race  of  rebellious  and  ungrateful  and  he  shall  give  you  another  comforter,  efOl 

creatures.  the  Spirit  of  truth,  which  shall  abide  witii  yoa 

All  the  other  instructions  of  this  Divine  Tea-  forever.    Whatsoever  ye  shall  ask  in  myi 


cher — his   parables,  ezhortntions,  admonitions,  I  will  do  it.    Peace  I  leave  with  you ;  my  [ 

warnings,  and  consolatory  addresses,  though  re-  I  give  unto  you ;  not  as  the  world  f  iveth,  gJBM 

ferring  to  particular  cases  and  circumstances—  I  un^ayoo.    Let  not  your  heart  be  Uoufaled,  bm* 

had  the  same  general  chjeci  in  view.     When  his  ther  let  it  be  afraid."    In  his  last  prayer,  wUeh 


disciples  would  have  called  for  fire  from  heaven,  accompanied  these  benedictiooa,  the 

to  consume  the  Samaritans,  he  kindly,  but  with  flow  of  afie^ion  burst  frqmhis  benevolent  I 

mergy  and  decision,  reminded  them,  that  a  prin-  "  Holy  Father !  keep,  through  ihiiM  owa 

eiple  of  malignity  was  imbodied  in  their  unhal-  those  whom  thou  hast  given  me,  that  they  aay 

lowed  desires,  which  is  directly  opposed  to  the  be  one  as  we  are.**    But  his  love  wai  noli 

law  of  bve.    "  Ye  know  not  what  manner  of  fined  to  the  select  few  with  whom  he  was  i 

spirit  ye  are  of;  for  the  Son  of  man  is  not  come  rounded  at  this  interesting  hour, 

to  destroy  men's  lives,  but  to  save  them."  Among  eye  surveyed  the  various  tribes  which  peopls  tMi 

his  last  instructions  to  his  followers,  when  he  department  of  creation— it  pierced  through  d 

was  about  to  depart  from  the  scene  of  his  earthly  the  succeding  generations  of  raaakind— <aBdkl 

pilgrimage,  love  was  the  grand  theme  on  which  embraced  in  his  expansive  affectiooa  the  nkii 

ne  repeatedly  expatiated.     *'  A  new  command-  race   of  the   faithful  till  the  doao    of   tkMk 

ment  give  I  unto  you,  that  ye  love  one  another ;  "  Neither  pray  I  for  these  alone ;  but  for  ihm 

as  I  have  loved  you,  tliat  ye  also  love  one  ano-  also  who  shall  believe  on  me  through  their  wwi; 

ther.    By  this  shall  all  men  know  that  ye  are  that  they  all  may  be  one,  as  thou,  Father,  art  ii 

my  disciples,  if  ye  have  love  one  to  another."  me,  and  I  in  thee;  that  they  also  may  beoosil 

"These  things  I  command  you,  that  ye  love  one  tis."     Even  towards  his  bitterest  enemies  kh 

another.*  benevolent  emotions  flowed  out,  in  earnest  8n|i* 

And,  as  the  promotion  of  the  spirit  of  love  was  plications  for  their  forgiveness.    Neither  "  ths 

the  great  object  of.  his  instructions,  so  his  whole  floods  of  ungodly  men,"  which  compamed  baii 

life  was  an  uninterrupted  exemplification  of  the  nor  the  torrents  of  abuse  which  were  poorsd 

purest  benewUence^  both  towards  friends  and  to*  upon  him  while  he  was  nailing  to  the  cross,  coaU 

wards  enemies.     Never  did   that  holy  affection  overpower  that  heavenly  flame  which  bomed  ii 

which  unites  the  angelic  tribes,  and  diffuses  joy  his  holy  breast.    In  tlie  midst  of  all  the  mock^ 

among  the  poor  inhabitants  of  all  worlds,  appear  ries,  insults,  and  indignities  whidi  he  endorsd, 

within  the  confines  of  our  world,  so  amiable,  so  when  he  was  made  *'  a  spectacle  to  angek  sml 

disinterested,  and  so  ardent,  as  during  the  period  to  men,"  his  aflV;ctionate  desiree  as^nded.  wilk 

of  the  public  ministry  of  Jesus,  and  particularly  the  smoke  of  the  evening  sacrifice,  to  the  throM 

towards  the  close  of  his  earthly  career.     In  the  of  God,  in  behalf  of  his  murderers    "  Falhtf, 

immediate  prospect  of  sufllerings,  dreadful  be-  forgive  them ;  for  they  know  not  what  they  do." 

yond  our  conceptions,  his  love  to  mankind  was  O,  what  a  striking  contrast  is  here  preMBted,!! 

"  strong  as  death,"  which  the  many  waters  of  af-  those  scenes  of  pride,  malignity,  and  reveage, 

fliction  which  surrounded  him  were  unable   to  which  have  so  long  disgraced  the  race  of  Adai^ 

quench.    His  whole  soul  seemed  to  be  absorbed  and  sproad  lamentation,  and  mourning,  and  M^ 

in  aflTection  towards  his  disconsolate  disdples,  and  ror,   among  families,  societies,  and   BitMi! 

in  a  desire  to  cheer  and  animate  their  drooping  What  a  happy  world  wouU  tiiis  become,  w«sit 

spirits.    His  last  addresses,  as  recorded  by  the  peopled  with  such  amiable  characters,  and  ««t 

Evangelist  John,  breathe  a  spirit  of  tenderness  all  who  profess  to  be  fdbwers  of  Jesus,  instnail  if 

and  compassion,  and  of  Divine  benignity,  of  which  contending  about  "questions  which  geodsrstrife,* 

we  have  no  parallel  in  the  annals  of  our  race."  to  vie  with  eadi  other  in  imitatiaf  his  bM  Ml 

To  display  his  kindness  and  condescension,  benevolent  spirit !    Then  Christianity 


tnd  to  tetu^h  his  disciplM  to  peform  with  cheer*     pear  in  its  native  lustre,  imd  receive  the  bomM 
ftihisis  the  huaMsst  oflloss  of  frisadAip,  he  rose    duetoiti  diriM  ofauMtsr;«idthi  auMifJt 
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• 

jU  tooQ  be  proclaimed  throughout  all  neighbour ;  therefore,  love  is  \h6  fulfilling  of  the 

and  the  jojs  of  his  salvation  felt  in  law.    All  the  law  is  cooapn^ended  in  this  saj^ 

e.  ing,  namely,  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as 

t  is  one  great  end  of  the  death  of  Christ  thyself.  The  works  of  the  flesh,"  or  those  which 

the  principle  of  malignity  in  the  hu-  flow  from  a  principle  of  malignity,  **  are  these  : 

and  to  promote  the  operation  of  the  fornication,  unclcanness,  idolatry,  hatrrd,  rari- 

;.    "While  we  were  enemies,  (says  ance,  emulations,  wrath,  strife,  seditionsi  envy- 

le  Paul,)  we  were  reconciled  to  God  ings,  murders,  revellings,  and  such  like.     But 

h  of  his  Son."     '*  We  are  sanctified  the  fruit  of  the  spirit  is  love,  joy,  peace,  kMDj;-r«tii^ 

i  offering  of  the  body  of  Jesus  Christ  fering,  gentleness,  goodness,  fidelity,  meeknt  ss^ 

11."     "  He  loved  us,  and  washed  us  and  temperance."     "  Let  love  be  without  dis- 

ins  in  his  own  blood."    "  They  who  simulation,  and  walk  in  love  as  Christ  al:<o  hatii 

ies  in  theirmind,  and  by  wicked  works,  loved  us.     Be    kindly  affectiooed  one    toward 

ed  in  the  body  of  his  fles^  through  death,  another  with  brotherly  k>ve,  in  honour  preferring 

them  holy  and  unblameable,  and  unre-  one  another.    Distributing  to  the  necessity  of 

a  his  sight."     Love  to  his  heavenly  saints  ;  given  to  hospitality,  ^ess  them  that  per- 

d  love  to  mankind,  impelled  him  to  secuteyou?  bless,  and  curse  not.    Rejoice  with 

himself,  and  to   become  obedient  to  them  that  do  rejoice,  and  weep  with  them  that 

n  the  death  of  the  cross.'*    And,  in  weep.  Husbands,  love  your  wives,  even  as  Christ 

this  divine  principle  might  be  kept  also  loved  the  church ;  children,  obey  your  parents 

form  a  bond  of  union  among  all  his  foU  in  the  Lord ;  &then,  provoke  not  your  diildren 

appointed  an  ordinance,  consisting  of  to  wrath,  but  bring  them  up  in  the  nurture  and 

gns,  in  commemoration  of  his  death,  admonition  of  the  Lord.  Servants,  be  obedient  to 

rved  in  all  ages  as  a  memorial  of  his  your  masters,  with  good  wilt  doing  service  as  to 

0  remind  his  fi-iends  of  the  indispen-  the  Lord,  and  not  unto  men ;  and  ye  masters,  do 
itioo  tmder  which  they  are  laid  to  love  the  same  thing  unto  them,  forbearing  threatening, 
r.    To  promote  the  same  benevolent  knowing  that  your  master  also  is  in  heaven." 

aroee  firom  the  dead,  ascended  to  **  Put  on,  at  tnadect  of  God,  holy  and  beloved, 

it  down  the  Spirit  of  Holiness  to  abide  bowels  of  mercies,  kindness,  humbleness  of  mind, 

irch,  and  now  presides  in  the  celestial  meekness,  long-suflTering ;  forbearing  one  another 

a  Prince  and  a  Saviour,  to  give  re-  in  love,  and  forgiving  one  another,  if  any  man 

nd  the  remission  of  sini»."  have  a  quarrel  against  any ;  even  as  ChriM  for- 

the  instructions  and  the  example  of  gave  you,  so  also  do  ye." 

ist  were  calculated  to  exhibit  the  prin-  Such  is  the  general  scope  of  the  instructions 

re  in  all  its  interesting  aspects,  and  to  which  the  apostles  delivered,  in  all  their  com- 

■  practical  influence,  so  the  preaching  munications  to  the  Christian  churches,  whether 

itings  of  his  Apostles  had  the  same  composed  of  Jews  or  Gentiles.     And,  had  it  not 

object  in  view,  as  the  ultimate  scope  been  for  the  strong  prejudices  of  the  Jews,  and 

ministrations.     The  one  half  of  every  the  erroneous  conceptions  of  the  Gentiles,  which 

the  Christian  churches  is  occupied  in  the  apostles  had  to  combat,  it  is  probable,  that 

1  the  practical  bearings  of  this  holy  af-  .  the  whole  of  their  epistles  would  have  been  solely 
j\ke  the  lines  which  proceed  from  the  occupied  in  delineating  the  practical  effects  of 
ihe  circumference  of  a  circle,  the  va-  love  to  God,  and  to  our  brethren  of  i*unkind, 
itions  of  C hristian  afl*ecl ion  are  traced  and   its  glorious   consequences    in  the    future 

as  the  grand  central  point,  and  exhi-  world.     And,  as  it  was  the  great  aim  of  the 

,  their  "benign  influence  on  indiyiduals,  apostles  themselves,  in  their  writings  and  per- 

hurches,  and  the  diverbified  relations  sonal  adminisurations,  to  illustrate  the  numerous 

«ist   in  civil  and  Christian  society,  bearings  of  Christian  love,  so  they  gave  solemn 

11  things,"  says  the  Apostle,  *'  put  on  charges  to  their  successors  in  the  work  of  the 

1  is  the  bond  of  perfection.     Though  ministry,  to  roak^  all  their  instructions  subser- 

rith  the  tongues  of  men  and  angels,  and  vient  to  the  promotion  of  the  same  important  ob« 

>ve,  we  are  become  as  sotinding  brass,  ject.    Alm(»t  the  whole  of  the  epistles  addressed 

ig  cymbal.     And    though  we  under-  to  Timothy  and  Titus,  which  relate  to  the  du- 

tysteries,  and  all  knowledge,  and  be-  ties  and  the  objects  of  the  Christian  ministry,  has 

ir  goods  to  feed  the  poor,  and  hove  not  a  reference,  not  to  the  discussion  of  metaphysical 

•fiteth  nothing.    Love  suflereth  long,  questions  in  theology,  which  "  are  wiprofitable 

1 ;  love  enviedi  not,  vaunteth  not  ilsdf,  and  vain,"  but  to  the  illustration  and  the  inculcat- 

ohave  itself  unseemly,  seeketh  not  her  ing  of  those  practical  duties  which  flow  from  the 

yt  easily  provoked,  thinketh  no  evil,  spirit  of  love,  and  to  the  counteracting  of  those 

I   shall   &il,   languages  shall  cease,  proud,  malignant,  and  speculative  dispositions 

owledge  shall  vanish  away,  but  love  which  are  opposed  to  the  meeknew  and  benignity 

■Ok.**    *' Love  worketh  no  ill  to  his  ofthe  gospel  of  peace. 
10 
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T  might  aifo  ii&Te  shown,  by  numerous  quota- 
tions, that,  in  the  general  epistles  of  Peter, 
James,  and  John,  the  same  grand  object  to  which 
I  have  been  adverting  is  steadily  and  uniformly 
kept  in  view.  The  first  epihtle  of  John  is  almost 
•xclusividy  devoted  to  the  illustration  of  the  love 
of  God  and  of  man ;  and  on  this  theme,  in  which 
his  soul  appears  to  be  almost  entirely  absorbed, 
he  expatiates  with  peculiar  energy  and  delight : 
"  We  know  that  we  have  passed  from  death  to 
life,  because  we  love  the  brethren.  He  that 
loveth  not  his  brother  abideth  in  death.  Who- 
■oever  hateth  his  brother  is  a  murderer;  and  ye 
know  that  no  murderer  hath  (the  principle  of) 
eternal  life  abiding  in  him.  Behold,  what  man- 
ner of  love  the  Father  hath  bestowed  on  us,  that 
we  should  be  called  the  sons  of  God !  Beloved, 
let  us  love  one  another ;  for  love  is  of  Ghxl :  and 
every  one  that  loveth  is  bom  of  God,  and  knoweth 
God.  He  that  loveth  not  knoweth  not  Gtod  ; 
£)r  Ghxl  is  love.  No  man  hath  seen  God  at  any 
time.  If  we  love  one  another,  God  dwelletli  in 
us,  and  his  love  is  perfected  in  us.  If  ^y  man 
■ay,  I  love  God,  and  hateth  his  brother,  he  is  a 
liv ;  for  he  that  loveth  not  his  brother,  whom  he 
hath  seen,  how  can  he  love  GKxl,  whom  he  hath 
not  seen  V'  It  is  recorded,  by  some  ancient  au- 
tliorB,that  when  this  apostle  was  grown  old,  and 
mabie  to  preach,  he  used  to  be  led  to  the  church 
at  Ephesus,  and  only  to  say  these  words  to  the 
people,  LitUe  children^  hoe  one  another. "  Such 
was  the  importance  which  this  venerable  apostle 
attached  to  lovej  as  the  grand  and  governing  prin- 
ciple in  the  Chrisitian  system. 

Finally,  The  procedure  of  the  last  judgment 
will  be  conducted  on  evidence,  deduced  from  tho 
manifestations  of  love.  At  that  solemn  period, 
when  the  present  economy  of  Divine  Providence 
■hall  come  to  a  termination  ;  when  the  elements 
■hall  melt  with  fervent  heat,  and  the  great  globe 
on  which  we  tread  shall  be  wrapt  in  flames; 
when  the  archangel  shall  descend,  and  sound 
an  alarm  with  "  the  trump  of  God ;"  when  the 
graves  shall  open,  and  give  forth  their  dead ;  and 
when  all  the  generaticms  of  men,  "  both  small 
and  great,"  shall  stand  before  the  throne  ofGo<l ; 
the  eternal  destinv  of  all  the  millions  of  mankind 
will  be  unalterably  determined,  on  the  ground  of 
the  manifestations  which  have  been  given  of  the 
existence  and  the  operation  of  the  principle  of 
love,  and  of  the  affections  and  conduct  to  which 
it  is  opposed.  **  When  the  Son  of  man  shall 
come  in  his  glory,  and  all  the  holy  angels  with 
him,  then  shall  he  sit  upon  the  throne  of  his 
glory.  And  before  him  shall  be  assembled  all 
nations.  Then  shall  he  say  to  them  on  his  right 
hand.  Come  ye  blessed  of  my  Fatlier,  inherit  the 
kingdom  prepared  for  you  from  the  foundation  of 
the  world.  For  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave 
me  meat ;  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  drink  ; 
I  was  a  stranger,  and  ye  took  me  in ;  naked,  and 
ye  ckMhed  me ;  I  was  sick,  and  ye  viaited  me  ; 


I  was  in  prison,  and  ye  came  onlo  iBe.**  Aii, 
though  ye  had  no  opportunity  of  pefftraung  tfafis 
officM  to  me  in  person,  yet, 


did  it  to  one  of  the  ieast  of  these  my  bredMB, 
ye  did  it  unto  me."  **  Then  ehall  he  abo  say  m 
them  on  the  left  hand,  Depart  &om  me,  yeent^ 
ed  ;  for  I  was  an  hungered,  and  ye  gave  me  m 
meat ;  I  was  thirsty,  and  ye  gave  me  no  dridk; 
I  was  a  stranger  and  ye  took  me  not  in ;  mkai, 
and  ye  clothed  me  not ;  sick,  and  in  prisoa,  mi 
ye  visited  me  not.  Verily,  I  say  untoyoa,  vauh 
much  as  ye  did  it  not  to  one  of  the  least  of thsss, 
ye  did  it  not  to  me.  And  these  aball  go  away 
into  everlasting  punishment,  but  the  righteam 
into  life  eternal."  For  every  one  ahall  be  f^ 
warded  according  to  his  worics.— Such  is  tki 
importance  which  will  be  attadied  to  the  iiA»> 
ence  of  this  holy  affection  over  the  human  vuai, 
at  that  "  day  of  dread,  decbion,  and  despair^ 
for  it  is  quite  obvious,  that  every  action  bsn 
specified  in  relation  to  the  rigfateoue,  is  an  cisct 
of  the  love  of  God  and  of  man  presiding  in  tks 
heart ;  and,  therefore,  if  we  shall  idtimairly  bs 
found  destitute  of  this  holy  principle,  we  caaaet 
expect  the  reward  of  the  &ithful,  not  "  have 
boldness  in  the  day  of  judgment." 

Thus  it  appears  that  it  is  the  great  end  of  dl 
the  historical  fiicta,  the  religious  inetitnUoah  tks 
devotional  writings,  the  moral  maxima,  lbs  in* 
structions  of  the  prophets,  the  warnings,  exhoi^ 
tations,  promises,  and  tluvatenings,  oomprissd 
in  the  Jewish  revelation,  to  illustrale  and  snfiiits 
the  law  of  love  in  its  references  both  to  Grod  wai 
to  num — that  it  is  explained  and  illustrated  iatbi 
various  instructions  delivered  by  our  blesssd 
Saviour,  and  enforced  by  his  example— that  ik 
numerous  bearings  and  niodifications  are  dispky* 
od  in  the  writings  of  all  the  apostles,  and  ii 
their  instnictiona  to  Christian  teacbers— end,  ikM 
its  existence  in  tlie  heart,  and  its  operation  ia 
active  life,  will  form  the  decisive  test  of  our  chap 
racter  at  the  final  judgment. 


SECTION  VIIL 

Olf  THE  PRACTICAL  OPCRATIOIT  OF  X.OrK,  AVP 
THK  VARIOUS  MODES  Ilf  WHICH  IT  SHOVU) 
BE  OliiPLATED  TOWARDS  MANXIMO. 


We  have  already  seen,  that  love  is  a 
noble  and  expansive  affection.  It  is  not  liks  a 
blazing  meteor  which  dazzles  the  eye  for  a  few 
moments,  and  then  vanishes  from  the  sight.  It 
does  not  consist  merely  in  a  few  transient  eam- 
lions,  and  fruitless  wishes  for  the  good  of  othcn. 
It  does  not  waste  its  energies  in  eloquMit  ba* 
rangues  on  the  beauty  of  virtue,  in  tbeortaiag  ipe> 
eolations  on  the  principles  of  morale,  in  ftaxuag 
Quixotic  schemes  of  philanthropy,  or  in  wesp 
ing  over  tales  of  fictitious  wo.  It  b  a  subsfwtbl 
and  an  ever  aeAve  principle  ;  its  energies  areei* 
erted  for  the  purpose  of  ooBamuBkating  happiw 
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Bk  of  sensitive  and  intellectual  beings ; 
»ral  world,  as  it  actually  exists,  ii  the 
tre  of  its  operations.  I  hare  already 
id  to  illustrate  some  of  the  nnxlifica- 
>  affection,  in  its  relet  ion  to  God  ;*  and , 
:eding  sections  of  this  chapter,  have 
f  adverted  to  some  of  its  benignant 
"eference  to  roan.  It  may,  however, 
Dt,  in  this  place,  to  enter  a  little  more 
dto  the  practical  operations  of  benevo- 
the  various  modes  t>y  which  its  influ- 
>•  manifested  in  relation  to  our  bre- 
inkind. 

od  object  which  love  proposes  to  ao- 
theoonununicationofhappineas.  And, 

stimulate  and  direct  us  in  its  opera- 
character  and  agency  of  fiod  are  set 
B  our  ezamplar.  There  is  not  a  more 
ttractive,  nor  comprehensive  idea  of 
Being  any  where  to  be  found  than  that 
Lhtt»iied  by  the  Apostle  John,  in  three 
>D  IS  L.OVE.  He  is  the  eternal,  un- 
urce  of  felicity,  from  which  flow  all 
ms  of  joy  which  gladden  the  hearts  of 
archangels,  cherubim  and  seraphim ; 
rer  portion  of  happiness,  sensitive  or 
,  is  enjoyed  by  man  on  earth,  and  by 
Mrdinale  tribes  of  animated  nature,  is 
m  the  same  inexhaustible  fountain, 
rpose  of  communicating  happiness,  he 
material  universe  into  existence,  to 
I  immense  theatre,  on  which  his  bene- 
ght  be  disfdayed  to  countless  orders 
'6  and  intelligent  creatures ;  and  all 
ions  of  his  nature  may  be  considered  as 
gents  employed  for  the  execution  of 
iesign.  Impelled,  as  it  were,  by  this 
ad  characteristic  affection  of  the  Di- 
,  all  the  attributes  of  Deity  are  inoes- 
rating  throughout  the  immensity  of 
the  view  of  the  inhabitants  ofall  worlds. 
totenee  is  employed  in  supporting  the 
Mkdy  created,  and  in  bringing  new 
nd  new  orders  of  beings   into  exist- 

his  fViadom,  in  devising,  select- 
ranging  those  m^uis  which  are  requi- 
iomplishing  the  plans  of  benevolence. 
Ikmo  wretched  beings  who  have  abused 
nr,  and  wandered  from  happiness,  his 
rodaimed  ;  and  his  Patience  and  for- 
ire  long  exercised,  in  order  to  lead 
[>entance,  and  to  the  paths  of  felicity. 
;,  conjoined  with  his  power,  is  exer- 
i«  purpose  of  restraining  the  efibrts  of 
e,  for  preventing  the  inroads  of  anar- 
afiision,  and  for  preserving  the  order 
BSB  of  the  intelligent  creation.  In  this 
he  judgments,  however  dreadfiil  and 
vhich  have  been  inflicted  on  the  work- 
up in  every  age,  haVe  had  a  tendency 
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to  accomplish  the  purposes  of  benevolence,  in 
reference  to  the  universal  system.  For,  the  ge- 
neral good  of  Qod's  universal  empire,  eonndertd 
a»  one  vofude,  must  be  viewed  as  the  great  end 
which  benevolence  is  accomplishing,  and  the 
partial  exclusions  firom  happiness,  which  now 
happen  in  the  case  of  certain  classes  of  moral 
Bgents,  must  be  regarded  as  necessary  arrange- 
ments siihservient  to  this  important  end.  His 
infinite  Knowledge^  extending  to  all  events,  past, 
present,  and  to  come ;  and  his  Ommsctenf  eye, 
piercing  into  the  secret  purposes  of  every  heart, 
surveying  the  various  tribes  of  men,  and  thecii^ 
cimistances  of  all  the  workls  which  float  in  the 
immensity  of  space,  and  comprehending  the  re- 
motest consequeocee  ofall  sctions  throughout 
infinite  duration,  enaUe  Him,  in  every  instance, 
to  form  those  arrangements  by  which  the  object* 
of  benevolence  may  be  accomplished  oo  the  most 
extensive  scale,  and  by  which  the  everlasting 
happiness  of  the  holy  and  intelligent  system  may 
be  OHM  effectually  secured. 

For  the  purpose  of  displaying  his  love  to  the 
moral  intelligences  of  our  world,  he  has  given 
us  a  revelation  of  his  character  and  will ;  he  hat 
exhibited  hu  law  as  a  law  of  love ;  he  has  pro- 
mised the  agency  of  his  holy  Spirit,  to  produce 
in  us  those  dispositions  which  his  law  require* ; 
and  he  has  given  the  roost  affecting  display  of 
his  love,  in  the  mission  of  his  Son  into  the 
world.  **  In  this,*'  says  the  Apostle  John, "  wai 
manifested  the  love  of  Grod  towards  us ;  becaUM 
that  God  sent  his  only-begotten  Son  into  the 
world,  that  we  might  live  though  him.  Herein 
is  love ;  not  that  we  loved  God,  but  that  he  lov- 
ed us,  and  sent  his  Son  to  be  a  propitiation  for 
our  sins.  Beloved,  if  God  so  loved  us,  how  ought 
we  to  love  one  another  ?" 

Now,  we  are  commanded  in  the  Sacred  Scrip- 
tures to  be  imitators  of  God  in  his  benevolent 
operationit,  and  especially  in  those  cases  in 
which  love  requires  to  sunnount  every  obstacle, 
and  to  exert  all  its  powers  in  opposilion  to  ha- 
tred, enmity,  and  ingratitude.  "  Be  ye  perfect,'* 
says  our  Saviour,  **  as  your  Father  who  is  in 
heaven  is  perfect.  Love  your  Miemies ;  bless 
them  who  curse  you ;  do  good  to  them  who  hate 
you ;  and  pray  for  them  who  despitefully  use  yon 
and  persecute  you.  That  you  may  be  the  chil- 
dren of  your  Father  who  is  in  heaven :  for  he 
maketh  his  sim  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the 
good ;  and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on  the 
unjuatJ'  So  that  his  eneraiM  subsist  on  hit 
bounty,  and  are  cheered  and  refi^shed  by  his  pro- 
vidential care.  In  like  manner,  the  operation  of 
love  on  the  part  of  man  may  be  consideredas  the 
whole  energy  of  an  intelligent,  mind,  directing 
its  faculties  of  perception,  judgment,  reasoning, 
and  imagination,  along  with  its  physical  pow- 
ers, to  the  production  of  happiness  both  among 
firimids  and  enemies,  so  &r  as  its  influence  can 
extend.  In  the  prosecntion  of  thia  noble  end,  man 
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becomes  "a  worker  t(^ether  with  God,*' a  Mibor*  pure  atmospheric  air  to  inviformte  his 

dioate  ajtem  in  carrying  forward  thoee  plans  ofln-  system,  and  water  to  cleanse  and  refresh  hia. 

finite  Benevolence  which  will  issue  in  the  ulitmale  He  is  exposed  to  corporeal    weaJuMss  aad  to 

happiness  of  the  moral  universe.     And  as  the  mental  imbecility ;  to  pain,  sickness,  aai  dir> 

Almighty,  in  his  benevolent  operations,  preserves  ease  ;  to  the  loss  of  sight,  of  hearing,  aai  d 

the  harmony  of  the  universe  by  certain  laws  of  bodily  feelings ;  to  tlie  decrepitudb  ol  old  sgi^ 

order  which  he  has  eslablinhed,   as  is  apparent  and  to  all  those  lingering  disordeni  which 


in  the  arrangement  of  the  planetary  system,  and  uato  in  dissolution.     He  is  also  expoMd  loia 

in  the  physical  and  moral  economy  of  our  tor-  afflictions  occasioned  by  the  km  of  fiieods  id 

restrial  S|)here;  so  it  is  thu  duty  of  man,   in  all  relatives;  to  dejection  of  mind,   to  reinorssiC 

the  movements  to  which  love  impels  him,  to  imi-  conscience,  to  doubt,  despondency,  and  despak; 

late  his  Creator  in  this  respect,  and  to  employ  the  and  to  a  long  train  of  anxieties,  Tezatios^  f&h 

intellectual  faculties  with  which  he  is  endued,  for  plexities,  and  troubles  of  various  kinds.    Ns«, 

regulating  the  exercise  of  the  benevolent  prin-  in  reference  to  the  wants  of  mankind,  kiTe,«kai 

ciple,    for  adapting    and    pro|K>rtioning  means  genuine  and  ardent,  will  endeavour  lo  siqipif 

to  ends,  and  for  discriminating  between  rational  them  wherever  a  deBciency  is  known  to  saiit; 

and  enthusiastic  schemes  of  exertion;  so  that  and   in  reference  to  their calamtlies and sonossi 

order  may  facilitate  his  movements,  and  that  the  it  will  use  its  utmost  exertions  to  rdievs  aail 

greatejt  sum  of  happiness  may  result  from  his  assuage  them,  in  as  iar  its   powmrs  and  idl^ 

active  endeavours.  ence  can  extend.     In  this  respect,  eveiy  ssi^ 

We  may  now  attend  more  particularly  to  the  however  low  his  situation  in  lifo,  howevir  li> 

practical  operations  of  love,  and  the  objects  to-  mited   the  range  of  his  knowledge,  and  hs» 

wards  which  it  should  be  directed.  ever  contracted  the  sphere  of  his  influsoos  Hf 

The  principal  objects  towards  which  our  be-  be,  has  it  in  his  powM*,  in  a  greater  or  lass  4^ 

nevolence  shouU  be  directed  are,  inidUgent  6*-  gree,  to  communicate  blessings  to  bis  brelkni 

irngt ;  and  in  the  sphere  of  action  to  whidi  we  of  mankind.    He  can  visit  the  sii^  bed  cf  ai 

are  at  present  confined,  man  is  the  chief  object  afllicted  neighbour ;  he  can  supply  a  cup  of  eiU 

whom  we  have  it  in  oar  power  to  benefit  by  our  water  to  cool  his  parched  tongue ;  be  can  wips 

benevoleat  exertioos.  Our  benevolent  affections,  the  sweat  from  his  forehead  ;  he  can  saoslk  Jim 

indeed,   ought  to  expand  towards  all  the  holy  pillow  ;  he  can  turn  him  round  on  his  bsd  «ff 

intelligences  of  which  we  have  any  intimation ;  languishing,  that  he  may  enjoy  a  more  oonftn* 

and,  in  another  stage  of  our  existence,  we  may  able  repose ;  and  he  can  cheer  him  with  ifasN 

have  an  opportunity  of  mingling  with  other  or-  expressions  of  tenderness  and   afiection,  wkkk 

ders  of  intellectual  beings,  and  of  co-operating  have  a  tendency  above  all  other  ads  of  kandMB 

with  them  in  diffusing  happiness  throughout  the  to  sooth  and  revive  the  downcast  spirit.   Hi 

imiverse ;  but  while  we  continue  in  this  sublu-  can  assist  his  neighbour  by  his  strengdi,  or  hf 

nary  region,  the  improvement  and  happiness  of  his  skill,  by  his  counsel  and  advice,  and  by  talh 

our  fellow-men  is  the  chief  object  to  which  our  ing  a   lively  interest  in  his  coDcems;   be  OH 

exerU:>ns  must  necessarily  be  confined ;  and  whbn  promote  his  joy  by  rejoicing  in  his  prosperity  lai 

we  view  the  present  state  of  the  moral  world  in  success,  by  assistmg  him  in  his  employmeal,  hy 

all  nations  and  climates,  we  behold  a  fiekl  of  ex-  rescuing  him   from  danger,  by  forgiving  the  ii- 

ertion  sufficiently  ample  to  employ  all  the  ener-  juries  ho  may  have  received,  by  adoMwledgiiiil 

gtes  of  benevolence  that  have  ever  yet  been  dis-  the  worth  of  the  skill,  virtues,  and 

played,  or  perhaps  ever  will  be  displayed  during  of  which  he  is  possessed,  and  by 

the  existing  economy  of  our  world.  patience  and  complacency  to  his 

Man  may  be  considered  in  two  points  of  view  :  complaints,  or  grievanceti.  He  can  even  pio- 
as  possessed  of  a  ^edy,  which  is  susceptible  of  mote  the  happiness  of  his  neighbour  in  ansgalisi 
agreeable  or  disagreeable  sensations  and  feel-  way,  by  not  injuring  him  in  his  character  or  rt- 
ings ;  and,  as  endued  with  a  tmnd,  or  spiritual  putation ;  by  not  standing  in  the  way  of  has  pros- 
principle  which  is  dapable  of  perpetual  iro-  perity  or  advancement ;  by  n(M.  thwarting  hia 
provement  in  knowledge  and  virtue,  and  which  in  his  schemes  and  enterprises  ;  by  not  intsi^ 
is  destined  an  endless  existence.  In  both  these  rupting  him  in  his  innocent  amusements ;  i«l 
respects,  love  will  exert  its  powers  in  meliorat-  by  refraining  from  every  thing  that  would  tsai 
ing  the  condition  and  promoting  the  enjoyments  unnecessarily  to  injure  him  in  his  trade  or  pro- 
of mankind.  In  regard  to  his  corporeal  i^s<«m,  fession.  Such  friendly  attentions  to  promeU 
man  has  various  loants,  which  require  to  be  the  comfort  of  his  fellow-men,  every  one  has  il 
supplied,  and  he  is  subjected  to  various  naffer-  in  his  power  to  bestow :  and  upon  such 
ti^s  which  require  to  be  soothed  and  allevi-  rently  trivial  actions  the  happiness  of 
ated.  He  stands  in  need  of  food,  raiment,  shel-  in  general  more  immediately  depends, 
ter  from  the '  blasts  of  the  tempests,  comfort-  many  of  those  legislative  arrangmaMBta 
able  lodging  and  accommodation,  light  to  cheer  arrest  the  attention  of  a  whole  empne.  FIv, 
lid  eaible  him  to  prosecute  his  empkjmentSy  were  they  univemlly  pezfomied,  thegmlOTpHi 
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af  tbe  ariMrtM  which  tfflict  huoiaoitj  would 
JiiipptT  fixMi  tho  world. 

But,  in  cases  wbero  a  high  degree  of  intei- 
Itclml  taleot,  of  wealth,  and  uf  influrace  is  pos- 
■snad,  love  ia  enabled  to  take  a  wider  range  in 
in  beneSceot  operations,  by  endeavouring  to 
iteraec  public  evils,  and  to  promote  rational 
of  general  philamhrof>jr.  When  we 
lake  a  aurrej  of  the  condit  ion  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  lower  orders  of  society,  ne  find  thcrar  la- 
bouring ooder  many  physical  evils  and  incunve- 
ueoopt,  which  have  a  tendency  to  injure  their 
iMalth  and  their  comfort,  and  to  ohstruct  their 
BMMml  and  intellectual  improve  ment.  In  their 
private  habitations,  we  find  multitudes  of  them 
reaiding  in  places  where  they  are  almost  depriv- 
sd  of  lifht  aiad  of  pure  air,  and  surrounded  with 
■osiouB  effluvia,  putrid  smells,  and  every  tbin^; 
that  ia  insalubrious  and  offensive  to  the  senses. 
Wa  find  whole  families  packed  into  a  narrow 
ipartaient  of  twelve  feet  square,  in  a  narrow  lane, 
where  the  rays  of  the  sun  never  penetrate,  where 
the  refrcahing  breete  is  seldom  felt,  and  where 
ibe  beauties  of  nature  are  never  beheld.  In 
pablic  raanufectories  we  find  hundreds  of  men, 
wooMO,  and  chikiren,  with  pale  feces  and  ema- 
nMUd  looks,  breathing  a  polluted  atmosphere 
iMtf^iaoned  with  deleterious  fumes,  steam, 
naoke,  or  noxious  gases.  In  large  cities,  we 
ind  nuBibefs  of  children,  tlirough  the  careless- 
MM  and  unprincipled  dbposition  of  their  pa- 
taaca,  left  to  wallow  in  filth  and  wretchedness, 
vitbout  even  rags  to  cover  their  nakedness,  and 
neoarafod  in  the  haibits  of  pilfering,  and  of  every 
Kber  vice  which  can  debase  their  minds  and 
■aoder  them  pests  to  society;  and  we  behokJ 
Kbera  doomed  to  the  degrading  employment  of 
:kiinDey-aweeping,  deprived  of  the  attentions 
■luch  flow  from  the  tender  affection  of  parents, 
ukI  auhiected  to  the  harsh  treatment  of  unfeel- 
ing masters.  We  behold  multitudes  of  hiiDun 
leinfa  lom  from  their  femilies  and  their  native 
and,  cooped  up  in  an  infernal  floating  dun- 
lean,  carried  to  a  foreign  land,  sold  like  rattle 
:e  en  avaricious  planter,  and  held  in  the  chains 
if  perpetual  slavery.  In  reference  to  all  these 
lad  eioular  evils  which  exist  in  human  society, 
ove  will  exert  its  energies,  either  to  alleviate  or 
»  remove  them.  It  will  induce  one  individual 
o  iovestigate  their  causes,  to  point  out  the  pro- 
lir  means  of  remedy,  and  to  publish  to  the  world 
he  result  of  his  deUberatioos  and  researches. 
It  sriB  induce  another  to  apply  the  discoveries 
if  natural  science  and  the  inventions  of  art  to 
he  purpose  of  improving  the  [^ysical  condition 
f  maakiod.  It  will  induce  a  third  individual, 
a  conjunction  with  others,  to  form  rational  plans 
f  aseliomtion,  and  to  organize  societies  to  carry 
bem  into  effect;  and  it  will  impel  others  to 
n—«i  ferward  with  their  wealth  and  influence  to 
roride  the  means  for  carrying  forward  on  the 
lont  esteHiTe  scale  the  pUuM  of  general  bene- 


ficence. In  short,  the  whole  machinery  of  nature 
and  art,  of  mind  and  matter,  of  religion  and  litera- 
ture, of  scK-nre  and  legislation,  wouU  be  set  in 
motion  to  promote  the  external  enjoyments  of 
mankind,  were  bve  a  predominant  principle  in 
human  society.  Cottages  on  comntudious  and 
hekltliy  plans  wouM  be  reared  for  the  industri- 
ous poor ;  streets  would  be  formed  and  gardens 
allotted  them  for  their  pleasure  and  accoouno* 
dation  ;  (lublic  manufectories  would  be  arranged 
and  regulated  in  such  a  manner  as  to  contribute 
to  health,  to  comfort,  and  to  irational  improve 
ment  -*  the  children  of  the  poor  would  be  fed 
and  clothed,  and  trained  up  to  habits  of  industry 
and  virtue  ;  employment  would  be  provided  for 
ail  classes  of  labourers  and  mechanics,  and  sub- 
sistence furnished  when  employment  couU  not 
be  procured  ;  idleness  would  be  universally  die- 
couraged,  and  honourable  industry  woukl  be  re- 
wanied  in  such  a  manner  as  to  afford  not  only  the 
comforts,  but  even  many  of  the  luxuries  of  life  ; 
slavery  in  every  shape,  with  all  its  injustice  and 
cruelties,  would  be  abolished,  and  rational  liberty 
would  be  proclaimed  among  all  ranks  and  in 
every  dime. 

Thus  the  msn  in  whose  heart  love  presides, 
takes  a  lively  and  sincere  interest  in  every  thing 
that  has  a  tendency  lo  promote  the  external  com- 
fort and  welfare  of  his  neighbour.  He  is  com- 
passionsie  and  merciful,  gentle  and  indulsent, 
kind  and  tender-hearted,  generous  and  humane  ; 
he  ft^ls  for  the  sorrows  of  suffering  humanity, 
and  his  wealth  and  activity  are  directed  to  re- 
lieve the  distresses  of  the  poor  and  the  afflicted, 
to  feed  the  hungry,  to  clothe  the  naked,  to  pro- 
tect the  widow  and  the  orphan,  to  encourage 
honest  industry,  to  meliorate  the  condition  cf  the 
useful  mechanic,  and  to  increase  and  extend  his 
comforts  and  enjoyments.  Of  such  a  one  it  may 
be  said,  in  the  language  of  Job,  **  He  is  eyes  to 
tlie  blind,  feet  to  the  lame,  and  a  father  to  the  poor. 
When  the  ear  hears  him,  then  it  blesses  him, 
and  when  the  eyes  sees  him,  it  gives  witness  to 
him ;  because  he  delivers  the  poor  that  cries, 
and  the  fatherless,  and  him  that  hath  none  to  help 


*8ome  may  be  disposed  to  insinuate,  that  such  at- 
tempts would  be  altoKetber  visionary,  and  could  ne- 
ver be  reallzeil.  Biit  1  would  ask  such  persons 
Have  such  schemes  ever  been  attempted  to  be  rcaliz 
ed  on  an  extensive  scale  ?  Has  the  promotion  of  the 
health  and  comfort  of  t)ie  industrious  poor  ever  be- 
come aparticutar  obiectofeutentitm  to  the  legislature, 
to  men  of  rank  and  Influence,  and  to  the  whole  class 
of  opulent  manufacturers  t  Is  it  not  a  fkct,  that 
while  the  acoulsiUon  of  wealth  is  made  the  main  ob- 
ject of  attention,  the  melioration  of  the  condition  of 
the  industrious  labourer  and  mechanic  is  either  alto- 
gether overlooked,  or  viewed  as  a  very  subordinate 
object  of  attention  T  He  ts  generally  left  to  shift  for 
himself  the  best  way  he  can.  and  left  to  breathe  hi  an 
Impure  atmosphere  without  any  partieukir  •acrifiu 
beiia«  made  to  remedy  the  evil.  I  venture  to  affirm, 
that  were  the  comfort  of  the  tower  orders  of  society 
made  as  particular  an  otiJect  of  attention  as  is  the 
aoiulsltlon  of  wealth,  every  obstacle  to  Its  accom- 
pUsbmant  would  soon  be  removed. 
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liUn.    The  blotsing  of  him  that  wu  ready  to  eceaes  of  creation  and  provideniw,  to  dbphf  Al 

perish  cornel  upon  him,  and  becauMf  the  widow's  character  of  God,  and  to  train  up  the  jooAM 

heart  to  ling  dor  joy."  mind  to  glory  and  immortality. 

But  the  activities  ofbenef olence  are  notconfio-  Now,  in  reference  to  the  ignormaoe  tHuch  p»- 

•d  to  the  oommunicatioo  of  sensitive  enjoyments,  vaib  in  the  world,  love  to  man,  as  an 

Man  is  a  rational  and  immortal,  as  well  as  a  being,  will  excite  to  active  eodeavoura  in 


sensitive  being;  and  the  operations  of  genuine     to  counteract  its  influence.     It  will  prove ne^ 
Wve  will  have  (or  their  ultimate  object  the  pro-     citement  to  the  erection  of  senunaries  of  a 


motion  of  his  best  interests  as  a  moral  and  intelleo  tion  wherever  they  are  deficient ;  it  wil  | 

tual  agent,  and  as  an  heir  of  immortality .  wery  scheme  snd  every  exertion  hj  which  I 

When  we  consider  roan  as  an  intellectual  be-  ledge  may  be  increased ;  and  will  difinae 

ing,  standing  in  various  important  relations  to  illumination  as  far  as  the  sphere  ef  its  inflawti 

his  God  and  to  his  fellow-creatures,  we  behold  extends.     It  will  not  rest  satisfied  with  the  km 

nomerous  evils  which  require  to  be  remedied,  as  of  instruction,  without  the  snbataace ;  with  tk 

well  as  in  the  circumstances  of  his  physical  con-  elemwits  of  language,  without  the  elwasnti  tf 

dition.    Though  the  human  mind  is  capable  of  thought ;  with  the  key  of  luKM^edfe,  wi4ail 

vast  expansion,  of  acquiring  an  immense  number  knowledge  itself;  but  will  devise  raUonal  plM 

of  sublime  and  interesting  ideas,  and  of  enjoy  ing  for  conveying  $ubtiantial  infennatioB  to  the  nUl 

the  purest  pleasure  in  contemplating  the  objects  of  the  young,  so  as  to  win  their  afioetions,  aiMl 

which  lie  within  its  range,  yet  it  is  a  melanchdy  their  attention,  and  carry  them   fcrwani  wik 

fact,  that  in  all  ages,   mental  darkness  has  en-  pleasure  in  the  paths  of  improveoMiiL    It  «S 

veloped  the  great  majority  of  our  race ;  and  that  not  offer  them  stones  and  ashes  instead  of  brssdy 

the  grossest  ignorance  of  the  most  important  but  will  spread  before  them  an  intHlactual  ktM^ 

Iroths,  accompanied  with  the  most  degrading  af-  and  "  feed  them  with  knowledge  and  ondenlu^ 

factions,  still  prevails  among  the  greater  part  of  ing."    It  will  not  confine  its  attention  merdjf  l> 

the  population  of  every  region  of  the  globe.    We  the  instruction  of  the  young,  but  wiU 

need  not  go  to  the  frozen  climes  of  Lapland  and  by  writing,  by  conversation,  by  lectures,  by  1 

Labrador,  to  the  filthy  huts  of  the  Greenlander  ing  and  circulating  books,  by  establiahisg  | 


and  the  Esquimaux,  to  the  rude  savagen  of  libraries,  an«l  by  organizing  rational  and 

Nootka  Sound,  to  the  degraded  tribes  of  New-  institutions,  to  diffuse  the  rays  oftntenecdalfii^ 

Holland  and  Van  Dieman*s  Land,  to  the  wild  among  men  of  all  ages,  ranks,  and  pi  ufiasiwy 

and  wretched  Boshemen  and  Caffres,  or  to  the  and  will  never  cease  its  exertions  till 


swarthy  sons  d*  Central  Africa,  in  order  to  be     with  all  its  degrading  accompaniments,  be  h** 
eonvinced  of  this  lamentable  truth.     We  need     nished  from  society,  and  till  the  light  of  tralh" 


only  to  look  around  us  among  the  various  ranks  of  minate  the  inhabitants  of  every  land.     In  a  ^ 

our  own  population,  and  we  shall  not  fail  to  sue  it  will  endeavour  to  render  every  branch  cf 

ignorance,  in  all  its  diversified  forms,  exerting  its  knowledge  subservient  to  the  illustration  of  tb* 

malign  influence  over  the  minds  of  men,  accoro-  character  and  the  revelation  of  Qod,  andtedv 

panied  with  superstition,  enthusiasm,  bigotry,  preparing   of  mankind  for  the  emfrfujiMMti  if 

intolerance,  and  every  grovelling  affection  that  that  nobler  state  of  existence  to  whidi  they  ■• 

can  debase  the  human  niind.    Multitudes  of  the  destined. 

young,  both  in  the  city  and  in  the  country,  are  Again,  as  man  is  poyseraed  of  an  imnortalos* 
sofiered  to  shoot  up  fi'om  infancy  to  manhood,  as  ture,  and  in  his  present  state  of  sin  and  degrade 
if  they  were  mere  animal  existences,  ignorant  of  tion  is  exposed  to  misery  in  the  future  world,  soil 
the  character  and  operations  of  Gkxl,  of  the  duties  is  one  of  the  highest  offices  of  love  to  euJeaW 
they  owe  to  their  Creator  and  to  one  another,  and  to  promote  the  eternal  salvation  of  mankind.  Ftf 
of  the  eternal  state  of  existence  to  which  they  the  accomplishment  of  this  important  olyeet,!! 
are  destined.  Even  in  many  of  those  places  its  activities  are  concentrated,  and  aH  its  olbir 
where  instruction  is  attempted  to  be  communi-  labours  are  rendered  subservient.  To  impravt 
cated,  what  a  pitiful  picture  is  exhibited  of  the  re-  the  ph}'sical  condition  of  man  aa  a  smisitive  bi> 
suits  of  education,  and  of  the  folly  which  attaches  ing,  and  to  enlarge  his  knowledge  as  an  intsUse> 
itself  to  the  character  of  man!  The  pronuncia*  tual,  while  we  overlook  bis  eternal  interess^ 
tion  of  a  number  of  unmeaning  words,  the  recit-  is  to  neglect  one  of  the  most  important  duties  of 
ing  of  passages  which  the  young  cartnot  under-  Christian  philanthropy.  The  sensitive  •190^' 
stand,  the  repetition  of  a  few  propositions  in  re-  ments  of  man  are  conducive  to  his  happiness  ss 
ligion  to  which  no  ideas  are  attached,  and  the  long  as  they  continue;  and  "  knowlei^  is  piss- 
casting  of  a  few  accounts,  are  considered  as  suf-  sant  to  the  soul."  But  what  are  alLtbe  aoiQin- 
ficient  to  load  them  forward  in  the  path  of  know-  tbns  and  enjoyments  of  time,  when  oonpwsdl 
ledge  and  virtue ;  and  are  substituted  in  the  place  with  the  concerns  of  eternity !  and  what  will  thif 
of  those  definite  and  luminous  instructions  which  avail,  if  their  possessor  be  found  ymqmtdykiiK 
are  requisite  to  expand  the  opening  intellect,  to  the  employments  of  an  endlew  life !  If  the  sml 
convey  distinct  idsas  tothe  mind^  to  unfold  the  of  man  be  an  immortal  principis,  aad  if  thn  htfl 
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I  of  its  baiog  deprnrady  Uioagli  igno-  and  bitter  animontiaf  wfaicb  ha?e  to  long  di»- 

and  gnth,  oThappineat  in  the  future  worid,  tracted  the  Chriatian  church,  which  have  thrown 

Ml  words  can  express    the   ionportance  which  an  odium  on  its  character,  and  prevented  the 

0%ht  to  be  atladted  to  this  "  labour  of  love."  harmonious  intercourse  of  the  followers  of  Jesus. 

*  wbat  wfll  it  profit  a  man  if  he  shall  gain  the  It  will  make  every  sacrifice  oonsiBtent  with  the 

rthohi  woifd,  aad  losehis  own  soul  ?  or  what  shall  great  objects  of  Christianity,  and  will  use  every 

«  aui  gjhFs  Vi  eadiai^  fbr  hb  soul  T*  And  there-  appropriate  mean  to  heal  the  imhappy  divisions 

fm%  ttia  naa  in  whose  hreaxi  true  benevolence  which  exist  in  tho  religious  world,  and  to  pn*- 

fskUaa,  w3  eonsidar  the  stansa/  hairiness  of  htt  mote  an  afTectionale  union  of  "  all  who  love  our 

Htoiw  Iwiniortals  as  the  grand  and  ultimate  ob-  Lord   Jesus  in  sincerity ;"   in  older  that  the 

JMI  wfaieh  Sfi^fat  dwaya  to  be  Itept  in  view,  church  of  Christ  mayibrmone  compact  harmo- 

«ail  wffl  aoMrt  aO  his  frcnities,  powers,  and  influ-  nious  body,  in  opposition  to  atheists,  slieptia^ 

flBdn,  in  erdar  to  its  accomplishment.    He  will  and  the  men  of  the  world,  and  in  order  that 

IHt  raat  MtisJiad  with  pravers  and  wi^Ms  fbr  tho  every  plan  and  effort  to  difibae  the  knowledge 

MlvatkNi  flf  man ;  be  will  not  wait  for  any  ex-  and  influence  of  the  Christian  religion  may  be 

inHNiliauy  nflaloi  of  the  Divine  Spirit ;  but  carried  more  ^leedily  and  mora  eatlensively  into 

«W  pi  us  stills  with  judgment  and  perseverance  effect. 
flat  oooffw  of  active  doty,  which  has  a  tsndeocy 

«•  prodoea  tW  ^ssired  effect.    So  fiu*  as  the  With  regard  to  aB  die  otfierbranchea  of  Chris- 

^fctla  of  bfli  iafluanca  extends,  he  will  endeavour  tian  morality,  and  to  all  the  virtues  which  can 


Mlntlrael  the  ignorant,  to  arouse  the  careless,  adorn  the  human  character,  in  every  station  and 
4»  rodaimdtodiasipoied,  to  convince  the  skeptic,  relation  in  life,  they  will  be  found  to  flow  fi-on 
40  train  op  the  yooog  in  the  knowledge  of  God  the  exercise  of  the  principle  I  have  now  been 
in  iIm  pmbs  of  virtue,  and  to  encourage  and  illustrating,  as  naturally  as  the  sap  flows  from 
•  ovary  one  who  is  inquhing  the  way  to  the  trunk  of  the  remotest  ramifieationa  of  a  tree, 
lift.    Ha  wiK  exhibit  religion  in  its  moat  tw  as  the  gas  which  now  illuminalei  our  streeta 
I, and  nttiactiva,  and  8id>lima  aspects;  mod  diurclMM  flows  finom  the  main  gasomotw, 
9M  nil  snduawiai  to  fix  the  attention  on  the  through  hundreds  of  pipes,  to  all  tho  different 
terif  toopars,  and  tho  beneficial  effects  which  burners.    Sincerity  and  veracity  m  our  words 
An  oliJiiraneB  of  its  precepts  has  a  tendency  lo  and  actions,  honesty  and  fur  dealing  in  trade 
>.  Ho  wBI  not  make  it  his  chief  object  to  and  commerce,  fiddity  to  compacts  and  OBgagn- 
Msn  tollio*b4iof  of  oertaia  stietaphyaical  nieois,  a  regard  to  public  Hberty,  an  equitablo 
in  religion,  nor  to  gain  thom  over  to  em-  administration  of  justice,   coodMOension  and 
tho  paenliarilieaofa  party;  but  to  produce  in  kindness  to  inferiors,  reverence  and  respect  to 
^iir  minds  a  cordial  acquiescence  in  the  plan  of  superiors,  submission  to  just  laws  and  regul^ 
an  which  the  GKMpel  exhibits,  a  reverence  tions,  friendship,  and  a  cordial  interchange  of 
divine diaracter  and  perfections.a  desire  friendly  sentiments  and  affections;  courtesy,  ci- 
ivnto  holy  tempers,  and  a  fixed  deiermina-  vility,  affiri>ility,  harmony,  and  good  neigboor- 
to  wnlkin  the  paths  of  God*s  commandments,  hood;  modesty,  chastity,  and  discretion;  fbr- 
n  character  will  give  every  due  encoo-  giveness  of  injuries,  hospitality  to  strangers, 
'  by  his  advice  and  by  his  wealtli  to  humanity  to  servants  and  dependants,  compassion 
cfanrefaaa,  and  to  faithful  and  intelli-  to  the  distreased ;  parental,  filial,  and  fraternal 
itniaters  of  religion.    -He  will  patronize  affection,   sympathy,   generosity,    temperance, 
rational  scheme  which  has  for  its  object  to  and  fortitude,  tofrether  with  all  the  other  socisl 
tiie Gospel  of  peaoeuraong  all  nations,  virtues  whidi  unite  man  to  man,  will  as  naturally 
wilenoouragethetranslationof  theScriptures  flow  from  the  fountain  of  love,  when  it  exists 
tfw  kngongos  of  all  kindreds  and  tribes ;  he  in   the  human  breast,  as  water  flows  fl'om  a 
ro  cooDlenaace  to  societies  formed  for  cir-  reservoir,  through  all  the  pioM  whidi  distribute 
tho  Bible  in  foreign  lands ;  and  he  will  it  to  the  inhabitants  of  a  large  city.    For  he 
aonding  (arth  intelligent  and  philanthro-  who  withboUs  the  exercise  of  sudi  virtues,  or 
pbie  miasioaaries  to  barbarous  and  unenlightened  acts  in  direct  opposition  to  (hem,  can  never  be 
for  die  purpose  of  diffusing  the  blessings  supposed  to  be  sincerely  attached  to  his  feDow- 
vlodge,  civyiaation,  and  religion  ;  and  he  creatures,  or  to  consult  their  happiness ;   and 
rojoieo  to  co-operate  in  such  benevolent  the  meaning  of  language  must  be  inverted  bo- 
moo  with  all  who  sincerely  wish  to  promote  fire  we  can  apply  to  him  the  epithet  ftcnevoleiil ; 
i^  boot  inloraais  of  their  feUowmen,by  what-  and  the  order  of  the  moral  system  deranged, 
*oar  wuno  liioy  ore  distinguished,  and  to  what-  befiire  we  can  expect  happmess  to  flow  from  such 
•Mr  ooction  of  the  Christian  church  they  may  a  conduct. 

kolonf .  The  cardinal  virtues  have  been  arranged  by 

In  abort,  lovo,  when  genuine  and  ardent,  will  some  moralists  tinder  the  heads  of  Pntdene€ 

icnelf  in  oppoaitbn  to  every  species  of  bigotry  Temperonoe,  /brfiteit,  and  Justiet,    Pntdenm 

and  todD  ibooo  potty JanloaBioa  oonaists  in  Judging  what  b  bast,  in  the   *   ' 
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both  of  endri  and  means,  particularly  in  refvrcnce  comfort  and  the  moral  and  reli|]oai 

to  our  own  interests,  and  to  the  good  ur  evil  which  meni  of  all  around  him.     He  will  display  Ai 

may  result  from  our  choice.  Temperance  is  that  activities  of  thu  holy  affection  more  inunsilBldf 

▼irtue  which  moderates  and  restrains  the  sensual  in  the  family  in  wliich  he  resides,  h  a  friml,  i 

appetites.     IhrtUude  is  that  calm  and  steady  father,  a  husband,  a  son,  or  a  brotber ; 

habit  of  the  mind  which  either  enables  us  bravely  ing  with  punctuality  all  the  dutitts  which 

to  encounter  the  prospect  of  ill,  or  render:*  us  relations  indude ;    promoting   unity, 

serene  and  invincible  under  its  immediate  pres-  atrecticm,  and   a  reciprocal   intctchaB|e  of  al 

sure.    Justice  is  that  virtue  wJii-.-h  impeU  us  to  those  offices  of  kindness,  which  tend  to  smr 

give  to  every  person  what  is  hi.^  du«.     Nuw,  mutual  confidence,  pleasure,  and  improvcaMIL 

it  could  easily  be  shown,  that  luve  is  the  imjicl-  From  the  family,  his  aflTections  will  bediffuisd 

ling  principle  which  excites   id  iliu  exercise  of  to  the  neighbourhood  around,  in  dD  tke  hnmd 

all  these  virtues.     It  will  len'i  us  '.o  pay  a  due  kindness,  compassion,  faithfulness,  fer|ii— ■[ 

regard  to  our  own  comfort  and  interest,  but  not  charity,  generosity,  humanity,  and  joslict.   Bi 

Si  as  to  interfere  with  the  intert^sts  or  to  obstruct  will  contemplate  every  meinber  <^  aocietf  all 

the  liap|)iues3  of  others.     It  will  teach  U4  to  pre-  kinsman  and  a  brother;  he  will  feel  afnlaal 

serve  the  d<»ininiun  of  the  soul  over  sense  and  attachment ;  he  will  delight  in  his  t ucoess  Hi 

passion,  and  to  restrain  the  influence  of  the  sen-  |>roiiperity,  and  will  endeavour  to  enooungt  Ai 

sual  appetites,  from  considerations  drawn  from  sitcial  virtues,  and  to  multiply  the  aoams  tf 

our  own  happinesif,  and  from  the  good  uf  others,  enjojrment  wherever  his  influence  ezteads.  Fnh 

For,  as  intemperance  kindles  the  fire  of  resent-  the  circle  of  his  immediate  neighbourhood,  kit 

ment  and  the  flames  of  lust,  excites  to  boisterous  affections  will  extend  over  all  the  natioa  to 

words  and  to  lawless  actions,  wastes  the  sul>>  which  he  belongs.    Its  prosperity  and  adviMt* 

stance  and    reduces   families   to  wretchedness  ment  in  arts,  sciences,  and  legislalioa,  its  pMBi 

and  ruin,  it  must  be  directly  opposed  to  the  prin-  and  tranquillity,  and  the  wisdom  and  reelili^ 

ciple  of  benevolence.    It  will  inspire  us  with  a  of  its  rulers,  will  be  the  object  of  bia  fa 

generoiM  and  heroic  indifference  to  the  preca-  prayers  to  the  Grod  of  heaven.     To  waick 

rious  possessions  of  this  mortal  scene,  and  will  its  interests,  to  promote  the  improremcnl  of  ili 

excite  to  activity  and  persevuranco  iu  promoting  constitution  and  its  laws,  to  expose  the  iutiiiw 

human  happiness,  in  the  face  of  every  dillicuhy  of  bribery  and  corruption,  to  resist  the  eftilirf 

and  obstruction,  and  in  spite  uf  obstinacy  and  tyranny  and  ambition,  and  to  defeat  eseiy  i^ 

ingratitude,  and  of  all  the  sneers  and  reproaches  croachment  on  its  rights  and  Ubertiea,  iaaMM^ 

that  may  be  thrown  out  upon  us  on  account  of  and  Christian  maimer,  he  will  considsr  as  t 

the  singularity  of  our  conduct.    And  as  Justice  duty  which  he  owes  to  his  fellow-cubjecls,  It  kit 

is  nothing  else  than  the  measure  q/*6eraevo2ence,  rulers,  and  to  succeeding  generations.    ItvB 

it  will  uniformly  direct  us  to  give  to  every  one  be  his  chief  aim,  not  so  much  to  prevent  ■■ 

his    due,    and    restrain    us  from    witlihdding  from  becoming  thieves,  and  robbers,  and  mm* 

from  our  neighbour  any  thing  to  wliioh  he  is  en-  derers,  as   to  make  thein  pious,   Tirfuooa,  Mi 

tilled  by  equity  or  by  law.     And  in  casus  where  useful  members  of  the  general  ooramonity ;  ^ 

the  divi-iion  of  property  is  concerned ,  it  will  in  every  ono  may  live  ''  a  quiet  and  peoceabls  tk, 

many  instances  be   induced   to  relinquish    its  in  all  godliness  and  honesty.*' 
right  when  only  a  few  paltry  pounds  or  shillings         Nor  will  his  benevolence  be  confined  wiAh 

are  at  stake,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  dissolv-  the  limits  of  a  narrow-minded  and  selfish  patrirt- 

ing  the  bonds  of  affection  and  friendship.  ism : — his  affections  will  expand  to  surroaiA| 

The  duties  of  morality  have  by  other  mora-  nations,  and  embrace  the  interests  of  every  p^ 

lists,  particularly  by  the  moderns,  been  arranged  \i\*\  and  will  excite  him  to  co-operate  ia  ewiy 

into  the  dutiee  we  owe  to   C?od,as  piety,  rever-  scheme  by  which  civilization  and  snieBoe,liWi9 

ence,  and  confidence;  the  duties  we  owe  toother  and  Christianity,  r&ay  be  promoted  among  aB  At 

men,  as  fidelity,  loyalty,  humanity,  and  justice ;  tribes  and  kindre<is  of  tlie  eartli.     He  will  iMr 

und  {As  duties  we  owe  to  oursdves,  as  chastity,  sionally  transport  himself  in  imagination  to  A* 

sobriety,  and  temperance.     From  what  ha^  been  tant  climes,  and  to  the  islands  scattered  ovcrit 

already  stated,  both  in  this  and  in  several  of  face  of  the  ocean, — and  the  joy  or  sorrow  ^iA 

the   preceding   sections,  it  will  obviously  ap-  is  felt  in  the  hut  of  the  Grcenlander,  in  ibal^ 

pear,  that  all  these  classes  of  duties  necessarily  dian  wi:fwaro,  or  amonv  the  touts  of  tiie  Taitopi 

flow  from  the  operation  of  that  primary,  diffusive,  will  find  access  to  his  feeling  heart.    Aa  ■* 

and  ever  active  principle,  which  resides  origin-  undation,  an  earthquake,  the   eruption  of  a  ^ 

ally  in  the  Eternal  Mind,  and  which  pervades  cano,  a  destroying  pestilence,  or  the  boiran  * 

the  minds  of  all  holy  intelligences.  war,  happening  in  Persia,  China,  or  Japan,  «■ 

Finally,  The  man  who  is  animated  by  the  nobto  not  btt  viewed  with  apathy  or  indifl[ereaot«li^ 

principle  of  benevolence,  will  endeavour  to  dis-  cause  those  countries  are  placed  thoosanit  rf 

charge  with  fidelity  every  social  and  relative  miles  beyond  the  boundaries  of  his  own;  bmkt 

duty,  and  will  feel  an  interott  in  the  dometlic  will  sympathise  in  the  aorrowa  of  ihon 
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IS  well  M  k  the  calamities  which  befall 

0  in  his  natire  land.  Nor  will  hit  af- 
)  confined  to  the  men  of  the  present 
rill  stretch  forward  to  embrace  the 
lau^ters  of  future  times,  who  are  des- 
ipear  on  the  theatre  of  this  world,  in 

generations,  till  time  shall  be  no 
?b»  plans  which  he  now  fonos,  the 
rks  of  the  improvements  which  he  is 
ishing,  and  the  diversified  operations  of 
«  in  which  be  is  now  en^a^eJ,  will 
teir  ultimate  object,  the  diffusion  of  the 
enee  and  of  religion,  and  the  commiini- 
a^piness,  in  various  forms,  to  unnuro- 
titudes  of  the  human  race,  after  his 
i  have  taken  its  flight  bey<»d  the 
MS  terrestrial  sphere.  Nor  will  the  cur- 
love  towards  Aillow-intelligences  be 
f  the  limits  of  time,  and  the  range  of 
ary  s^ero,  but  will  run  lorward  into 
tninable  ages,  which  shall  succeed  the 
of  our  globe,  and  will  rise  upward  to 
ants  of  those  glorious  worlds  which 
lislant  regions  of  creation.  Contem- 
di versified  scenes  in  which  he  may 
le  placed,  and  the  various  orders  of 
fa«ings  with  which  he  may  mingle, 
U  be  transported  at  the  prospect  of  en- 

1  a  more  extensive  field  for  the  range 
»volent  affections,  and  of  being  quali- 
ive  and  to  communicate  happiness  on  a 
ged  scale,  in  company  with  other  holy 
w,— where  the  field  of  benevolence 
itinually  expanding,  and  the  most  ex- 
ight  springing  up  in  his  bosom,  and 
sing,vas  eternal  ages  are  rolling  un. 
appears,  that  Benevolence  is  an  ex- 
d  an  ever  acttvo  principle,  diffus- 
ess  in  its  train  wherever  it  extends, 
xtensive  moral  machinery  lobe  set  in 
lis  powerful  principle,  it  is  impossible 
what  a  variety  uf  blessiiivs  would  soon 
ed  among  mankind,  and  what  a  mighty 
ukl  be  effected  in  the  social  state  of 
igs,  and  on  tiie  whole  aspect  of  the 
i.  And  from  what  has  been  alr«>ady 
I  evident,  that,  although  intellectual 
Ith,  and  influence,  have  most  in  their 
he  prime  directors  of  the  moral  ma- 
l  there  is  no  individual  in  whom  thia 
isides,  however  limited  bis  faculties, 
ere  of  action,  but  has  it  in  his  power 
icate  happiness  to  his  fellow  creatures, 
me  at  least  a  subordinate  agent  in  prcH 
plans  of  universal  benevolence. 

lat  hasi>een  stated  above,  and  in  8»> 
e  preceding  parts  of  this  work,  we 
that,  in  order  to  acquire  a  knowledge 
y,  and  of  the  motives  which  should 
IS  to  its  performance,  there  is  no  need 
o  the  atiidy  of  voluminous  systems  of 
11 
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ethical  scieoea,  or  to  perplex  the  imnd  with  la- 
boured disqaisiticos  on  the  principles  of  morals. 
The  general  path  of  duty  is  plain  to  every  one 
who  is  inclined  to  walk  in  it ;  and  whoever  wishes 
to  be  assisted  and  directed  in  bis  progress  to- 
wards moral  pedeetioo,  will  find,  in  the  Pro- 
verbs of  Solomon,  the  sermons  of  Jesus  Christ, 
and  the  practical  parts  of  the  apostolic  epistles, 
maxims,  and  precepts,  and  motives  inculcated, 
infinitely  superior  in  regard  both  to  their  author- 
ity and  their  excellence,  to  those  of  all  other 
systems  of  moral  philosophy,  i^bether  in  ancient 
or  in  modem  times.    This  seems  to  be  parti/ 
admitted  even  by  mofal  philosophers  themselves. 
The  celebrated  Dr.  Reid,  in  his  *<  Essays  oo 
the  Active  Powers  of  Man,"  after  a  variety  of 
learned  and  abstract  diM:ussionsoo  active  power, 
and    the    principles   of  human   action,    when 
treating  <m  the  theory  of  morals,  says,  '*  Thia 
is  sn  intricate  subject,  and  there  have  been 
various  theories  and  much  controversy  about  it 
in  ancient  and  in  modem  times.    But  it  has  little 
connexion  with  the  knowledge  of  our  duty,  and 
those  who  differ  most  in  the  theory  of  our  moral 
powers,  agree  in  the  practical  rules  of  morale 
which  they  dictate.    As  a  man  may  be  a  good 
judge  of  colours,  and  of  the  other  visible  quali- 
ties of  objects,  without  any  knowledge  of  tlie 
anatomy  of  the  eye,  and  of  the  tfieory  of  vision ; 
so  a  man  may  have  a  very  clear  aisd  compre- 
hensive knowledge  of  what  ia  right  and  of  what 
is  wrong  in  human  conduct,  who  never  studied 
the  structure  of  our  moral  powers.    A  good  ear 
in  music  may  be  much  improved  by  attention 
and  practice  in  that  art ;  but  very  little  by  study- 
ing the  anatomy  of  the  ear,  and  the  theory  oT 
sound.    In  order  to  acquire  a  good  eye,  or  a 
good  ear,  in  the  arts  that  require  them,  the  the- 
ory of  vision,  and  the  theory  of  sound,  are  by  no 
means  necessary,  and  indeed  d*  very  little  use. 
fOfas  litUe  necessity  or  use  is  tehat  toe  eiaU  this 
theory  of  morals^  in  order  to  improve  our  moral 
judgmmty—K^in,  "  Onihe  Active  Powers^" 
Essay  v.  chap.  2. 

To  a  man  who  is  &miiiar  with  the  Scriptures, 
and  whose  mind  has  acquired  a  relish  for  the 
simplicity  and  excellence  of  the  Christian  code 
of  morals,  how  cold,  and  frigid,  and  uninteresting, 
do  the  hiboured  disquisitions  of  our  most  cele- 
brated ethical  writers  appear!  There  is  little 
to  be  found  in  such  writings  to  kindle  the  fire  of 
holy  love,  and  to  inspire  die  soul  with  a  noble 
ardour,  in  carrying  forward  the  plan  of  divine 
benevolence.  What  powerful  stimulus  to  ex- 
alted virtue  can  be  expected  firom  abetract  die- 
cuesions  on  aefive  power,  on  liberty  and  necessity, 
on  theories  of  moral  action,  on  the  reason  and  fit- 
ness of  things,  00  self-love,  on  piiblic  and  private 
interest,  on  the  law  of  honour,  and  the  like ;  and 
of  how  little  practical  utility  are  the  results  of 
such  disquisitions ;  since  every  principle  of  ac- 
tioo,  every  motive,  and  every  duty  eondMoieete 
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both  of  end*  tmi  memngi  particularly  in  raftfrence 
to  our  owD  interest!,  and  to  the  good  or  eril  which 
maj  result  from  our  choice.  Temperance  is  that 
▼irtue  which  moderates  and  rettraiiis  the  sensual 
appetites.  F^trtUnde  is  that  calm  and  steady 
habit  ofthe  mind  which  either  enables  us  bravely 
to  encounter  the  prospect  of  ill,  or  renders  us 
serene  and  invincible  under  its  immediate  pres' 
sure.  Jtutioe  \»  that  virtue  which  impels  us  to 
give  to  every  person  what  is  hi:»  due.  Now, 
it  could  easily  be  shown,  that  love  is  the  impel- 
ling principle  which  excites  to  the  exercise  of 
all  these  virtues.  It  will  leaH  us  to  pay  a  duo 
regard  to  our  own  comfort  and  interest,  but  not 
S)  ai  to  interfere  with  the  interests  or  to  obstruct 
the  happiness  of  others.  It  will  teach  us  to  pre- 
serve tlie  dominion  of  the  soul  over  sense  and 
passion,  and  to  restrain  the  influence  of  tite  sen- 
sual appetites,  from  considerations  drawn  from 
our  own  happiness,  and  from  the  good  of  others. 
For,  as  intemperance  kindles  the  fire  of  resent- 
ment and  the  flames  of  lust,  excites  to  boisterous 
words  and  to  lawless  actions,  wastes  the  sub- 
stance and  reduces  families  to  wretchedness 
and  ruin,  it  must  be  directly  opposed  to  the  prin- 
ciple of  benevolence.  It  will  inspire  us  with  a 
generous  and  heroic  indiffereooe  to  the  preca- 
rious poisessions  of  this  mortal  scene,  and  will 
excite  to  activity  and  perseverance  in  promoting 
human  happiness,  in  the  face  of  every  diflliculty 
and  obetruction,  and  in  spite  of  obstinacy  and 
ingratitude,  and  of  all  the  sneers  and  reproaches 
that  may  be  thrown  out  upon  us  on  account  of 
the  singularity  of  our  conduct.  And  as  Jiutice 
is  nothing  else  than  the  meantre  of  benevolence, 
it  will  uniformly  direct  us  to  give  to  every  one 
his  due,  and  restrain  us  from  withholding 
from  our  neighbour  any  thing  to  wliioh  he  is  en- 
tilled  by  equity  or  by  law.  And  in  cases  where 
the  division  of  property  is  concerned ,  it  will  in 
many  instances  be  induced  to  relinquish  its 
right  when  only  a  few  paltry  pounds  or  shillings 
are  at  stake,  rather  than  run  the  risk  of  dissolv- 
ing the  bonds  of  affection  and  friendship. 

The  duties  of  morality  have  by  other  mora- 
lists, particularly  by  the  modems,  been  arranged 
into  the  dutiei  voeoweto  Ood,aa  piety,  rever- 
ence, and  confidence;  the  duties  roe  ov)e  toother 
men,  as  fidelity,  loyalty,  humanity,  and  justice ; 
and  the  diUiea  ue  oioe  to  ouredves,  as  chastity, 
sobriety,  and  temperance.  From  what  ha^i  been 
already  stated,  both  in  this  and  in  several  of 
the  preceding  sections,  it  will  obviously  ap- 
pear, that  all  these  classes  of  duties  necessarily 
flow  from  the  operation  of  that  primary,  diffusive, 
and  ever  active  principle,  which  resides  origin- 
ally in  the  Eternal  Mind,  and  which  pervades 
the  minds  of  alt  holy  intelligences. 

Finally,  The  man  who  is  animated  by  the  noble 
principle  of  benevolence,  will  endra,vour  to  dis- 
charge with  fidelity  every  social  and  relative 
duty,  and  will  feel  aa  ioterett  io  the  domestic 


comfurt  and  the  moral  and  reKgioof  i 
ment  of  all  around  him.  He  will  dst 
activities  of  this  holy  aflRection  more  iiiif 
in  the  family  in  whidi  he  residea,  as  a 
father,  a  husband,  a  son,  or  a  brother ; 
ing  with  punctuality  all  the  duti(«  wl 
relations  include ;  promoting  unity,  1 
aflTeciicm,  and  a  reciprocal  interchaa 
those  offices  of  kindness,  which  tend  t 
mutual  confidence,  pleasure,  and  impr 
From  the  family,  his  afTections  will  b 
to  the  neighbourhood  around,  in  aU  tki 
kindness,  compassion,  faithfulness,  for 
charity,  generosity,  humanity,  and  joM 
will  contemplate  every  member  of  soc 
kmsman  and  a  brother ;  he  will  feel  a 
attachment ;  he  will  delight  in  his  aw 
prosperity,  and  will  endeavour  to  eneo 
social  virtues,  and  to  multiply  the  s 
enjoyment  wherever  his  influence  extea 
the  circle  of  his  immediate  neighbooi 
affections  will  extend  over  all  the  : 
which  he  belongs.  Its  prosperity  and 
ment  in  arts,  sciences,  and  legislatioa, 
and  tranquillity,  and  the  wisdom  and 
of  its  rtilers,  will  be  the  object  of  hi 
prayers  to  the  God  of  heaven.  To  a 
its  interests,  to  promote  the  improvra 
constitution  and  its  laws,  to  expose  the 
of  bribery  ami  corruption,  to  resist  the 
tyranny  and  ambition,  and  to  doieal 
croachment  on  its  rights  and  libortiaa,  i 
and  Christian  manner,  he  will  coos 
duty  which  he  owes  to  his  fellow-«ub|0 
rulers,  and  to  succeeding  generatioo 
be  his  chief  aim,  not  so  much  to  pre 
from  becoming  diieves,  and  robbers,  : 
derers,  as  to  make  them  pious,  virti 
useful  members  of  the  general  commoi 
every  one  may  live  ''  a  quiet  and  peac 
in  all  godliness  and  honesty." 

N«>r  will  his  benevolence  be  coofin 
the  limits  of  a  narrow-minded  and  selfii 
ism : — his  affections  will  expand  to  su 
nation?,  and  embrace  the  interests  of  i 
pie,  and  will  excite  him  to  co-o(ieratf 
scheme  by  which  civilization  andscien 
and  Chri<«tianity,  r&ay  be  promoted  am 
tribes  and  kindreds  of  the  earth.  He 
sionally  transport  himself  in  iinaginati 
tant  climes,  and  to  the  islands  scatten 
face  ofthe  ocean, — and  the  joy  or  aor 
is  felt  in  the  hut  of  the  Greenlander, 
dian  wigwam,  or  among  the  tonts  of  th 
will  find  access  to  his  feeling  heart 
undation,  an  earthquake,  the  eruptioB 
cano,  a  destroying  pestilence,  or  the  1 
war,  happening  in  Persia,  China,  or  J 
not  be  viewed  with  apathy  or  indiiK 
cause  those  countries  are  placed  iha 
miles  beyond  the  boundariee  of  hia  ow 
will  aympathiae  in  the  lorrowa  of  tfM 
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p  as  w«U  M  in  fhe  calamities  which  befalt  ethical  Bcienee,  or  to  perploz  the  mind  with  la- 

UiWretlir  Ml  in  bk  native  Uuod.    Nor  will  his  of-  bourvd  diaquisiticiu  on  the  principles  of  morab. 

'    fatWuiB   be  confined  to  the  men  of  the  present  The  general  path  of  duty  u  plain  to  ewry  one 

^     tfSf    but  will  stretch  forward   to  embrace  the  who  is  inclined  to  walk  in  it ;  and  whoever  wishes 

^      son*  and  daughters  of  future  times,  who  are  des-  to  be  aisi<»ted  and  directed  in  his  progress  to- 

tiB«d  to  afipear  on  the  theatre  of  thi.-f  world,  in  wards  mural  perfection,  will  find,  in  the  Pro- 

~      sncceaaivo   generalioaoi,    till    time   shall  bo  no  verbs  of  Solomon,  the  sermons  of  Jefiis  Christ, 

^      loDg^v.     The  plans  which  he  now   forms,  the  and  the  practical  parts  of  the  apostolic  epistles, 

g^nd-works  of  the  improvements  which  he  i;*  maxim:*,  and  precepts,  and  motives  inculcated, 

_     ao«f  ««iabliahing,  and  the  diversified  operations  of  infinilely  superior  in  regard  both  to  their  author> 

bem^votmice  in  which  be  is  now  eni;a^e-.],  will  ity  aud  their  excellence,  to  those  of  all  other 

^  ^      ha**i^  their  ultimate  object,  the  diflusioa  of  the  systems  of  moral  pliilosophy,  whether  in  ancient 

liglitofscieoeeandof  religion,  and  the  commmii-  or  in  m(»dern  tiroes.    This  seems  to  be  partly 

!       calKiQ  of  happiness,  in  various  forms,  to  unnum-  ndmitted  even  hf  moral  philosophers  themselves. 

btttA  niultjtudes  of  the  human  race,  after  his  The  celebrated  Dr.  Ueid,  in  his  *'  Essays  on 

spirit  shall  have  taken   its  flight  beyond  the  the  Active  Powers  of  Man,"  after  a  variety  of 

bouodsof  this  terrestrial  sphere.  Nor  will  the  cur-  learned  and  abstract  discussions  on  active  power, 

r^        fODt  of  kii  love  towards  fellow-intelligences  be  and    the    principles    of  human    action,    when 

hounded  bjr  the  Units  of  time,  and  the  range  of  treating  on  the  theory  of  morals,  says,  '*  This 

1^         lliia  iobliinary  system,  but  will  run  forward  into  is  an  intricate  subject,  and   there  have  been 

tboae  istermwable  ages,  which  shall  succeed  the  various  theories  and  much  controversy  about  it 

diOTolattao  of  our  globe,  and  will  rise  upward  to  in  ancient  ami  in  mo<lem  times.    But  it  has  little 

the  iababiiants  of  thoy^e  glorious  worlds  which  coimexion  with  the  knowledge  of  our  duty,  and 

ffofl  in  the  distant  regions  of  creation.    Canten>-  those  who  differ  moat  in  the  theory  of  our  moral 

abring  the  diversified  scenes  in  which  he  may  powers,  agree  in  the  practical  rules  of  morals 

Bflrsafler  be  placed,  and  the  various  orders  of  which  they  dictate.    As  a  man  may  be  a  good 

inteUectnal  beings  with  wrhich  he  may  mingle,  judge  of  colours,  and  of  the  other  visible  quali- 

kif  soul  will  bo  transported  at  the  prospect  of  en-  ties  of  oliyects,  without  any  knowledge  of  the 

taring  upon  a  nmre  extensive  field  for  the  range  anatomy  of  the  eye,  and  of  the  tlieory  of  vision ; 

«f  bis  benevolant  affections,  and  of  being  quali-  so  a  man  may  have  a  very  clear  and  compre- 

•M 10  raoeive  and  to  coamunioate  happiness  on  a  henstve  knowledge  of  what  is  eight  and  of  what 

■ore  enlarged  scale,  in  company  with  other  holy  is  wrong  in  human  conduct,  who  never  studied 

iBteIligeneea«— where  the   field  of  bencvolonoe  the  structure  of  our  moral  powers.    A  good  ear 

will  be  ooatiniially  expanding,  and  the  most  ex-  in  mu^ic  may  be  much  improved  by  attention 

fnrito  delight  springing  up  in  his  bosom,  and  and  practice  in  that  art ;  but  very  little  by  study- 

•fcr  incrsasing,«s  eternal  ages  are  rolling  un.  ing  tlie  anatomy  of  the  ear,  and  the  theory  of 

Tims,  it  appears,  that  Benevolence  is  an  ex-  sound.    In  order  to  acquire  a  good  eye,  or  a 

fsasive  and  an  ever   acttvo  principle,    diffus-  good  ear,  in  the  arts  that  require  them,  the  the- 

=>         ton;  happiness  in  its  train  wherever  it  extends,  ory  of  viiiion,  and  the  theory  of  sound,  are  by  no 

'-         Wire  an  extensive  moral  machinery  to  be  set  in  means  necessary,  and  indeed  of  very  little  use. 

- -^       actioa  by  this  powerful  principle,  it  is  im^HMiibie  •Of<u  Uule  nccc*»Uy  or  use  is  vohat  ice  call  the 

to  describe  what  a  variety  of  blessings  would  sor>n  theory  of  morals,  in  order  to  improve  our  moral 

z         kidiBtributcdamoogmankind,and  what  a  mighty  ^W^men/."— Reid,  "  On  the  Active  Powers" 

-s  ■    chtage  would  be  effected  in  the  social  state  of  Essay  v.  chap.  2. 

-'     laiian  beings,  and  on  the  whole  aspect  of  the  To  a  man  who  is  familiar  with  the  Scriptures, 

•orml  world.     And  from  what  has  been  already  and  whose  mind  has  acquired  a  relish  for  the 

^=      Maied,  itis  evident,  that,  although  intellectual  simplicity  and  excellence  of  the  Christian  code 

J*~     (aloot,  woalth,  and  influence,  have  most  in  their  of  morals,  how  cold,  and  frigid,  and  uninteresting, 

'   ;    Roir«ir,u  the  prime  directors  of  the  moral  ma-  do  the  laboured  disquisitions  of  our  most  cele- 

eUne,— yet  there  is  no  individual  in  whom  this  brated  ethical  writers  appear!     There  is  little 

^ripeiple  resides,  however  limited  bis  faculties,  to  be  found  in  such  writings  to  kmdie  the  fire  of 

~  bis  sphere  of  action,  but  has  it  in  his  power  holy  love,  and  to  inspire  the  soul  with  a  noble 

inaunicate  happiness  to  his  fellow  creatures,  ardour,  in  carrying  forward  the  plan  of  divine 

^lo become  at  least  a  subordinate  agent  in  pro-  benevolence.     What  powerful  stimulus  to  ex- 

uif  the  plans  of  universal  benevolence.  alted  virtue  can  be  expected  firom  abstract  dia- 

cuasions  on  active  power,  on  liberty  and  necessity, 
Praoi  nrhi^  has  been  stated  above,  and  in  s»>  on  theories  of  moral  action,  on  the  reason  and  fit- 
^■^  of  the  preceding  parts  of  this  work,  we  ness  of  things,  on  self-love,  on  public  and  private 
2*T  l«ani,  that,  in  order  to  acquire  a  knowledge  interest,  on  the  law  of  honour,  and  the  like  ;  and 
^y  our  duty,  and  of  the  motives  which  should  of  how  little  practical  utility  are  the  results  of 
n?^!*!***  «M  to  ito  performance,  there  is  no  need  such  disquisitions ;  since  every  principle  of  ac- 
ta the  stiidy  of  vohiminous  systems  of  tion,  every  motive,  and  every  duly  conducive  (• 
11 
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the  happiness  of  the  intelligent  system,  is  laid 
down  in  the  Scriptures,  with  a  plainness  and  [»ei- 
spicuity,  which  render  them  level  to  the  meanest 
understanding  ?  And  what  shall  we  sav  <»f  thoite 
moralists  who  teach  us,  that "  modesty,  humility, 
and  forgiveness  of  injuries,"  belong  to  the  class 
of  vices  \*  and,  by  consequence,  that  pride, 
imprudence,  and  revenge,  are  to  be  ranked 
among  the  virtuei  !  Such  virtue,  alas !  has  too 
long  prevailed  in  our  degenerate  world ;  but  were 
it  universally  to  prevail,  it  would  transform  crea- 
tion into  a  chaos,  and  banish  happiness  from  the 
universe.  What  beneficial  practical  effects  have 
ever  yet  been  produced  by  all  the  sysiemt  of  ethics 
which  have  hitherto  been  published  to  the  world  ? 
Let  us  look  back  on  the  nations  of  antiquity,  on 
the  schools  of  Plato,  Socrates,  Epicurus,  and 
Zeoo;  let  us  survey  the  conduct  of  our  modem 
riteptical  philosophers,  and  the  practices  of  oar 
youths  who  attend  courses  of  ethical  lectures  in 
our  universities  and  academies,  and  say,  whether 
the  general  depravity  of  human  nature  has  been 
counteracted,  and  a  spirit  of  universal  benuvo- 
leoce  has  been  cherished  and  promoted  by  such 
instructions.  I  venture  to  affirm,  that  we  are 
far  more  indebted  to  our  Saviour^s  sermon  on 
the  mount,  and  to  the  practical  writings  of  the 
apostle  Paul,  ibr  that  portion  of  morality  which 
has  given  a  polish  to  the  manners  of  nMdem 
society,  than  to  all  the  systems  of  ethics,  detached 
from  Christianity , which  have  ever  been  published 
by  the  philosophers  either  of  Greece  or  Rome, 
or  of  the  British  entire  :  and  that  it  is  only 
by  following  out  the  instructions  of  these  divine 
teachers  that  we  can  expect  to  see  the  world 
regenerated,  and  vice  and  iniquity  banished  from 
our  streets. 

In  throwing  out  the  preceding  hints,  1  have 
confined  my  attention  chiefly  to  the  intelligent 
creation.  But  it  is  evident,  that  where  a  prin- 
ciple of  genuine  love  actuates  the  mind,  it  will 
extend  its  benevolent  regards  even  to  the  lower 
orders  of  animated  existence.  Towards  them 
the  Creator  has  displayed  his  benevolence,  as 
well  as  towards  man.  He  has  framed  their  bo- 
dies in  as  curious  and  admirable  a  manner,  as 
the  bodies  of  mankind.  He  has  bestowed  upon 
them  organs  of  sensation  exactly  adapted  to  the 
•ittuitiona  they  occupy,  and  to  their  various  modes 
of  subsistence.  He  has  formed  them  with  in- 
stincts which  enable  them  to  construct  their  habi- 
tations, to  select  their  food,  to  protect  themselves 
from  danger,  and  to  choose  the  fittest  places  for 
bringing  forth  their  young.  He  has  provided, 
in  the  diflTerent  departments  of  nature,  all  that 
variety  of  food  which  is  requisite  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  whole  of  that  immense  assemblage 
of  living  beings  which  traverse  the  air,  the  waters, 
mnd  the  earUi.  "  These  all  wait  upon  Him, 
and  he  gtveth  them  their  meat  in  due  season/' 

•  TMi  imiliMnr  ia  taaght  by  Mr.  Bum^  and  Us 
IMl0iPini 


Their  sportive  motions,  their  varied  movsasoU, 
and  the  ddijiht  with  which  they  Men  lo  ens^ 
cise  their  Acuities,  testify,  that  tbey  ars  ihi 
objects  of  the  beneficence  of  their  Ainghiy 
though  unknown  Maker.  So  that  Ggd  aatss^ 
takes  care  of  men,  but  of  th«  fishes  cf  ths  sn, 
the  creeping  insects,  and  the  fowls  cf  hsascai 
for  "  a  sparrow  cannot  fall  to  the  grooBd"  wil^ 
out  his  providential  permisaion. 

This  benevolent  care  of  the  Creator,  wbkh 
extends  to  the  bwest  order  of  his  crealorss,  ia* 
structs  us,  that  our  benevolence  abo  shooU  !• 
displayed  towards  the  inferior  ranks  of  asaMive 
exi«rtence — that  we  should  not  only  abstain  !«■ 
vexing,  and  torturing,  and  imnscesaarily  depriv- 
ing them  of  existence ;  but  should  eodeavo*  » 
promote  their  comfort  and  enjojinent.  It  «n 
the  object  of  several  of  the  kws  delivered  is  tk 
Jews,  to  inculcate  compassion  and  hmmmk/ 
towards  tlieir  domestic  animals:  and  flulwsM 
lays  it  down  as  a  moral  maxim,  that  *'  the  ri^ 
eous  man  regardeth  the  life  of  hb  beast"  » 
nevolence  will  display  itself,  in  the  riia^  if 
tenderness  and  humanity  towards  every  cicih 
tuie  (hat  is  endowed  with  feeling  and  seesauos; 
but  it  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  a  powerfci 
influence  over  that  man  who  can  waatody  Mr* 
ture  a  poor  fly,  lash  a  feeble  old  horse,  weosd  a 
bird  or  a  hare  for  mere  sport,  twirl  a  tochclnftr 
on  a  crooked  pin,  or  even  intentionally  traapk 
under  foot  a  snail  or  a  worm,  that  ia  doing  bin 
no  injury.  The  benevolent  man  rejoices  is  tk 
happiness (^ all  creation  armmd  him;  and,w«c 
this  disposition  universally  prevalent,  nolosly 
should  we  see  cock-fightfn^,  dog-fighting,  WIp 
baiting,  and  other  cruel  aul  degraduig  iperH 
for  ever  abolished,  but  should  fionn  a  OMre  i^ 
lightful  intercourse  with  many  of  the  lower  aai- 
mah  than  we  have  ever  yet  enjoyed.— TIk 
Arabians  never  beat  their  horses;  they  sever 
cut  their  tails ;  they  treat  them  gently ;  ikiy 
speak  to  them,  and  seem  to  hold  a  diseoant; 
they  xate  them  as  friends  ;  they  never  attsapi 
to  increase  their  speed  by  the  whip,  nor  tfm 
them  but  in  cases  of  great  necessity.  They  never 
fix  them  to  a  stake  in  the  fieUs.  but  sutfer  ihiM 
to  pasture  at  large  around  their  habitationB ;  aad 
they  come  running  the  moment  thejr  besr  ikt 
sound  of  their  mastsr^s  voice.  In  conssqawcii 
of  such  treatmrat,  these  animals  becooM  doeBc 
and  tractable  in  the  hi^iest  degree.  They  ra- 
sort  at  night  to  their  tents,  and  lie  down  is  Ike 
midst  of  the  children,  withoctt  ever  hiirliaf  thsn 
in  the  slightest  degree.  The  little  boys  and  gidi 
are  oflen  seen  upon  the  body  or  Hie  neck  of  Ike 
mare,  while  the  beasts  continue  UMflhasive  and 
harmless,  permitting  them  to  play  with  aad 
caress  them  without  injury.— Several  apenes 
of  birds  have  a  nattml  attadunoal  to  the  hsbils^ 
tions  of  man ;  but  his  malevolsnce  piBiinU 
them  from  entering  into  any  intimate  and  fiiiadly 
■ssociation;  for  they  soon  to  boM^wwrt* 
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and  HarM,  and  other  arts  of  destnio-  ca^e,  where  it  pioed,  refined  all  suetenance,  and, 

sh  make  them  sbj,  even  in  cases  of  ne-  in  a  few  days,  was  fiwod  dead.     **  In  this  small 

il*  trusting  themsdvM  to  his  generosity  animal,"  says  the  Baroo,  "  1  discovered   proofs 

action.    How  4Dany  amusing  and  in-  of  intelligence  too  great  to  easily  gain  belief, 

associations  might  be  formed  with  this  Were  I  to  write  them,  such  philospb^rs  as  sup- 

nimak,  if  the  kindness  and  benevolence  pose   man  alone  endowed   with  the  power  of 

rere  to  secure  their  confidence  !    Even  thought,  allowing  nothing  but  what  they  call  in* 

HI  of  the  lorest,  the  elephant,  the  lion,  stinct  in  animals,  would  procbim  me  a  fabulous 

iger,***  have  had  their  ferocious  disposi«  writer,  and  my  opinions  heterodox  to  what  they 

Sened  by  kmdiMMS  and  attention,  and  suppose  sound   philosoiihy."— A   nobleman  of 

oose  the  protectors  and  the  friends  of  France,  a  Count  Lauzun,  was  condemned  to  a 

rigid  imprisonment.    Cut  off  from  all  human 

1^  the  lower  animals  seem  to  be  inca-  society,  and  allowed  no  means  of  diverting  his 

aaking  improvements  when  leflto  them-  solitude,  he  made  a  companion  of  a  ^pidetf  who 

et  experience  has  proved,  that,  under  had  spun  her  web  in  the  comer  of  his  cell.     He 

a  of  naan,  they  are  capable  of  making  at  length  ftmiliarized  her  so  far,  that  she  would 

1»U  advancement  in  knowledge,  and  in  come  upon  his  hand,  aad  eat  from  it  a  portion  of 

iM  ofthebenerolent  affecti<ins.    Kind-  his  food  which  he  gave  her.     The  jailer,  totally 

affection  will  frequently  soften  the  roost  devoid  of  feeling,  thought  this  too  great  an  in- 

id  obdurate  dispositions   among  man-  dulgence  for  the  unfortunate  prisoner,  and  cmdi- 

d  it  is  not  improiiable,  that  a  judicious  ed  the  spider  to  death. 

evsal  display  of  friendly  attentions  to-        Many  such  instances  could  be  brought  forward 

ose  animals  which  occasionally  associ-  to  illustrate  the  afTectioo  of  the  inferior  tribes, 

nan,  wouM  go  &r  to  counteract  their  and  their  capability  of  improvement.     But  aU 

It  propensities,  and  to  promote  their  though  they  were  entirety  destitute  of  mental 

aadaffection.  I  never  was  more  delight-  qualities  and  affections,  as  they  are  sensitive  be- 

lo  exhibition  of  animals  than  on  a  late  ings,  susceptible  of  pleasure  and  pain,  the  truly 

when  Ibeheld  aea<,  a  6trii,  andamoiue  benevolent  man  will  never  intentionally  inflict 

the  same  cage,  in  the  most  cordial  har-  upon  them  unnecessary  pain,  and  far  less  will 

i  peace    a  (act  which  demonstrates  that  he  over  enjoy  a  savage  delight,  like  some  inon'> 

^eat  antipathies  of  the  animal  tribes  may  sters  in  human  shape,  in  beholding  them  writhing 

Mae  by  the  care  and  attention  of  man.  under  tlie  agonies  occasioned  by  barbarous  treats 

such    an  experiment  could  not  have  ment.    He  will  feel  a  joy  in  their  comfort,  and 

opted  with  success,  except  when  these  will    endeavour  to  counteract   their  malignant 

rere  terj  young,  it  shows  us  the  im-  propensities,  aixi  to  train  them  up  in  those  ha*> 

oportance  of  an  early  attention  to  the  bits  by  which  they  may  be  rendered  useful  to 

>f  our  youth  in  habits  of  kindness  and  man,  and  pleasing  to  ach  other.    Were  such  a 

towards  each  other,  and  of  humanity  kind  and  humane  disposition  towards  the  lower 

very  sensitive  being  ;  and  that  it  ought  animals  generally  to  prevail,  we  might   ulti- 

great  care  of  parents,  nurses,  and  sen-  mately  expect  the   literal    accomplishment  of 

counteract  the^tf  appearance  of  ma^  those  predictions  recorded  in  ancient  prophecy  : 

ispoeitions  in  very  early  life,  however  — "  In  that  day  will  I  make  a  covenant  for  then 

>  circumstances  in  which  such  disposi-  with  the  beasts  of  the  field,  and  with  the  fowls 

manifested.  of  heaven,  and  with  the  creeping  things  of  the 

nous  Baron  Treack,  when  confined  in  ground ;  and  I  will  break  the  bow  and  the  sword, 

Mm  in  Magdeburg,   had   so  tamed  a  and  the  battle  out  of  the'^  earth,  and  will  make 

lat  it  would  play  round  him,  and,  eat  them  to  lie  down  safely."     "  I  will  cause  the 

I,  and  eat  from  his  mouth.     When  he  evil  beasts  to  cease  out  of  the  land,  and  they 

it  would  come  and   jump  upon    his  shall  dwell  safely  in  the  wilderness,  and  sleep 

Afler  hu  cruel  keepers  had  given  in  the  woods."     '*  The  wolf  shall  dwell  with 

U  be  shouM  be  deprived  of  its  society,  the  lamb:  the  cow  and  the  bear  shall  feed  in 

ictoally  taken  it  away  blindfolded,  it  one  pasture,  and  their  young  ones  shall  lie  down 

way  back  again  to  the  door  of  his  dim-  together ;  tlie  sudcing  child  shall  play  on  the 

tad  the  hoar  of  visitation,  when  the  door  hole  of  the  asp,  and  the  weaned  chiU  shall  pol 

opened,  and  immediately  testified  its  his  hand  on  the  adder's  den.    They  shall  not 

I  anlic  leaping  between  his  legs.  This  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  my  holy  mountain,  saith 

M  afterwards  carried  off,  and  put  into  a  the  Lord." 

The  remarks  which  have  been  stated  in  this 

perlment  was  lately  exhibited,  by  the  WMStion,  in  reference  to  the  practical  influence 

the  animals  in  the  Tower  of  London,  of  the    principle  of  benevolence,  are  intended 

Of  tba  BKHM  iB  woMb  It  tBBj  09  BMoe  to  opa* 
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rate.  To  iUiutrate  its  oper&tioa  in  ddoUt  and 
to  trace  its  progress  ia  all  its  dirersified  bear- 
ings and  ramiticatioos,  would  be,  to  write  a  Body 
of  Practical  Morality,  which  would  611  several 
volume»— a  work  which  is  still  a  desideratum  in 
Christian  literature.  I  cannot  conclude  this 
chapter  more  appropriately  than  with  the  fol- 
lowing excellent  passage,  extracted  from  Dr. 
Dwight's  «  System  of  Theology." 

*'  The  divine  law  is  wholly  included  in  two 
precepts :  Thou  $kcUt  love  the  Lard  thy  Ood 
with  all  tf^  heart ;  and  (Ay  neighbour  at  thyeetf. 
These  are  so  ehort^  as  to  be  necessarily  included 
in  a  very  short  sentence  ;  so  intelUgiUet  as  to  bo 
understood  by  every  moral  being  who  is  capable 
of  comprehoading  the  meaning  of  the  words  God 
and  neighbour ;  so  -eaeify  remembered  as  to  rea- 
der it  impossible  for  them  to  escape  iron  our 
nemory)  unless  by  wanton,  criminal  negligence 
•fours ;  and  so  eosi/y  qppliedble  to  every  cose  of 
moral  aetionf  as  not  to  be  mistaken  unless  through 
iadisposition  to  obey.  At  the  same  time,  obedi^ 
tuce  to  them  i»  rendered  perfectly  obwme  mndper^ 
fedfy  eaty  to  every  mind  which  is  not  indisposed 
to  obey  them.  The  very  disposition  itself, 
Sf  aincere  and  entire,  is  either  entire  obedience. 


or  the  unfailing  meant  of  that  extcnal 
by  which  the  obedience  ia  in  sooie  ckm 
pleted.     The  diepotidoH  tooh^ioaim 
too  tingle  <iffectum  of  the  heart,  oasikf 
guished  from  all  other  affecttooa,  ▼ix.lses.  iMt^ 

saithSt.Paul,t«fAe>£|lttMi^^<*«lM.   ^i 
humblest  and  most  ignorant 
therefore,  are  in  this  manoar 
served  from  mistaking  their  ikilju 

"  [■  the  mean  time,  thooe  i 
withstanding  their  brevity,  are 
as  to  include  every  posiifaJe  action.  The  w^ 
angel  is  not  raited  above  fh«iir  oootral,  •»«■ 
any  action  of  hit  exceed  that  bouMi  whieb  A9 
prescribe.  The  child  who  hat  patted  ihsvwfi 
of  moral  agency,  it  not  placed  bonealh  dMiri^ 
gulatipo :  and  whatever  virtue  he  mmj 
It  no  other  than  a  fulfilling  of  tbehr 
All  the  duties  which  we  iroaiediately 
God,  to  our  fellow-creataret,  and  to  ourtsNn^ 
are,  by  these  preoepte,  alike  compreheDdtd  Mi 
required.  In  a  word,  eodlettly  iraried  at  anl 
action  may  be,  it  exists  in  «o  form  or  iaiBM* 
in  whioh  he  who  peilectly  obey*  these  pidift 
will  not  have  done  hit  doty,  jund  will  Mt  id 
himtelfjottified  and  aoooptodhy  God*" 


CHAPTER  IIL 

OK  THB  MORAL  LAIT,  AND  THE  RATIONAL  GROUNDS  ON  WHICH  VtB 

FORMED. 


Ix  the  preceding  chapters,  I  have  endeavoured 
to  illustrate  the  foundation  of  love  to  God,  from 
a  consideration  of  his  attributes,  and  the  rela- 
tions in  which  he  stands  to  his  creatures.  I 
have  also  illustrated  the  rational  grounds  of  love 
to  our  neighbour,  from  a  consideration  of  the 
natural  equality  of  mankind,  of  the  various  rela- 
tions in  which  they  stand  to  one  another,  and  of 
their  eternal  destination.  The  dismal  conse- 
qaences  which  would  result  from  a  total  subver- 
sion of  these  laws,  the  beneficial  effects  which 
would  flow  from  their  universal  operation,  their 
application  to  the  inhabitants  of  other  worlds, 
the  declarations  of  Scripture  on  this  subject, 
and  the  various  modes  in  which  benevolence 
thould  display  its  activitiet,  have  alto  been  the 
tubject  of  contideration. 

The  two  principles  now  illustrated,  may  bo 
considered  as  two  branches  proceeding  from  the 
fame  trunk,  and  spreading  into  different  ramifi- 
cations. The  first  four  commandments  of  the 
moral  law  may  be  viewed  at  flowing  firom  the 
principle  of  love  10  €kxl,  and  the  remaining 
tuv  as  ramificationt  of  the  principle  of  benevo- 
toBot,  or  breio  inui«    Ib  iht  iiUtwhif  fanef 


illustrations,  T  shall  endetflrour  to  show  As 
ip«a«oiia&/efie«s  of  these  moral  laws  in  rehitioo  Is 
roan,  from  a  consideration  of  the  misery  which 
wouid  necessarily  result  from  their  univendl 
violation,  and  of  the  happineas  which  weaM 
flow  fixnn  universal  (Aedienco  to  their  requi- 
sitions. 

These  laws  were  published  in  the  mott  tuh— 
manner,  to  the  assembled  tribet  of  Itrael  in  te 
wilderness  ef  Horeb.  While  Mount  Sinai  was 
shaking  to  itsceaUre,  and  smoking  like  a  fomaes; 
while  flames  of  fire  were  ascending  firom  its 
summit,  and  thick  darkness  sorroandiag  bt 
base ;  while  thunders  were  roHisf  m  doodi 
above,  and  lightnings  flashing  amidst  the  su^ 
rounding  gloom ;  and  while  the  earth  watqorih 
ing  all  around,  and  the  voice  of  a  trumpet  vstxhig 
louder  and  louder, — in  the  mdal  of  tfait( 
and  terrific  scene,  God  spake  the 
with  an  audible  artioiilate  voice,  n  the 
ing  of  the  trembling  multitude  attembled 
the  mountain.  A  cond>inatioo  of  obfaet 
eventt  more  awfiil  and  impreHivo,  the 
mind  can  tcarcely  conceive;  oonpared  wilfc 
whidi,  the  pcoteoded  pomp  of  F^m  6iA^ 
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•nd  Jupitef  Bhaking  Olympus  with  his  imperial  that  it  is  of  perpetual  obligation  on  all  the  inha- 

rods  mre  lame,  ridiculous,  and  profane ;  and  ne-  bitants  of  the  earth — that  it  is  the  rule  of  action 

,  psrfaaps,  since  the  commencement  of  time,  to  angels  and  archangels,  and  to  all  other  moral 

•och  a  striking  scene  presented  to  the  view  intelligences,  as  well  as  to  the  human  rare— 

of  aoj  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  world.     The  and  that  the  most  dieadful  consequences  must 

■oat  aolamn  preparations,  were  made  for  this  ensue  on  all  those  who  persist  in  Tiolating  its 

divine  manifestation ;  the  people  of  Israel  were  righteous  precepts. 

eoimanded    to  purify  themselves  from  every  The  proclamation  of  this  law  was  prefaced 

nwsOal  and  corporeal  pollution,  and  strictly  en-  by  these   words,  *'  1  am    Jehovah    thy  God," 

ifPioed  lo  keep  within  the  boundaries  marked  out  which  contain  a  ground  and  reason  for  our  obe- 

[br  lliem,  and  not  to  rush  within  the  limits  as-  dience.    They  evidently  imply,  that  he  is  the 

li^Ded  to  these  awful  symbols  of  the  Deity.    An  Self-existent  and  Eternal  Being  who  brought 

aaaembUfe  of  celestial   beings,  from   another  ths  vast  universe  into  existence,  who  "  garni^shed 

region  of  creation,  was  present  on  this  occasion,  the  heavens,  and  laid  the  foundations  of  the 

lo  perioral  important  services,  to  swell  the  gran-  earth,"  and  peopled  ail  worlds  with  their  inha- 

ieur  «if  the  scene, and  to  be  witness  erf* the  impres-  bitants — that  he    has  sovereign   authority    to 

MTe  traosaclioos  of  that  solemn  day.*      Moses  prescribe  a  rule  of  action  to  his  creatures— 4  hat 

wmm  Appointed  as  a  temporary  mediator  between  he  knows  best  what  laws  are  requisite  to  pre* 

jSod  aiid  the  people,  to  explain  to  them  in  milder  serve  the  order  of  his  vast  empire,  and  to  secure 

tarms  tiie  words  of  the  law,  and  the  further  inti-  the  happiness  of  the  intelligent  creation— that 

I— tions  of  the  divine  will.    Yet  so  terrible  were  he  is  the  former  of  our  bodies,  the  Father  of 

Aie    ayoibols  of  the  present  Deity,  that  even  our  spirits,  and  the  director  of  all  the  movements 

Moeas  was  appalled,  and  said,  "  I  exceedingly  of  nature  and  providence,  from  whose  unceasing 

Eear  and  qnake."    In  order  that  the  impressive  agency  every  joy  proceeds — and  that  all  his  re- 

irords  which  were  uttered  on  that  day  might  not  gulations  and  arrangements  are  calculated  to 

!>e   Ibrgotten  in  future  generaticms,  they  were  promote  the  present  and  everlasting  felicity  of 

Nxittflo  on  tables  of  stone  with  the  finger  of  God.  all  rational  agents  that  submit  to  his  authority. — 

Tiiej  wwe  not  sin^y  drawn  on  a  plane,  like  That  these  laws  are  not  mere  acts  of  Dirine 

the  strokes  of  writing  upon  paper,  but  the  cha-  Sovereignty,  but  founded  on  t^e  nature  of  things, 

racters  were  engravedf  or  cut  out  of  the  solid  and  are  calculated  to  preserve  the  harmony  and 

■lone,  so  that  they  could  not  be  erased.     They  order  of  the  intelligent   universe,  will  appear 

were  not  written  on  paper  or  parchment,  or  even  from  the  following  illustrations  and  remarks. 
on  wood,  but  on  stone,  which  is  a  much  more 

durable  material.    "  The  tables  were  written  the  rinsT  coMMAifDmBirr. 
upon  both  thar  »ide§j  on  the  one  side,  and  on 

the  other  were  they  written ;  and  the    tables  Thou  ihalt  hav9  no  otiier  goda  befon  me. 
were  the  work  of  God,  and  the  writing  was  the 

writing  of  Grod,  graven  upon  the  Iable8."t    This  All    the  commandments,  except  the    fourth 

was  intended  to  prevent  the  possibility  of  any  and  fifth,  are  expressed  in  a  negative  form  :  But 

thing  being  adjded  to  the  law,  or  taken  fi^m  it.  it  is  obvious,  that  every  negative  command  in- 

The  tables  were  two  in  number,  the  one  contain-  eludes  a  requisition  of  the  duty  which  is  opposed 

log  the  precepts  which  inculcate  love  to  God,  to  (he  sin  forbidden  ;  and  those  which  are /wtidve 

and  the  other  containing  those  which  enjoin  the  include  a  prohibition  of  the  conduct  which   is 

k»Te  of  our  neighbour.     These  laws,  thus  en-  opposed  to  the  duty  required.     This  first  com- 

graven  on  the  most  durable  materials,  were  de-  mandment,  therefore,   though  expressed    in  the 

posited  in  the  most  sacred  part  of  the  tabernacle,  negative  form,  must  be  considered  as  including 

in  the  ark  of  the  covenant  under  the  mercy-seat,  a  positive  injunction  to  love  God  with  all  our 

All  the  striking  circumstances,  now  mentioned,  hearts,  to  offer  a  tribute  of  supreme  adoration 

were  evidently  intended  to  proclaim  the  Msjesty  to  his  perfections,  and  to  exercise  the  graces  of 

snd  Grandeur  of  the  Supreme  Legislator — the  hope,    gratitude,    submission,   and    reverence, 

excellency  and  perfnction  of  his  law — that  it  is  Having  already  considered  the  precept  in  this 

the  eternal  and  unalterable  rule,  of  rectitude —  point  of  view,  (pp.  85 — 96)  it  is  only  necessary, 

in  this  place,  to  attend  for  a  little,  to  the  negative 

•  I9tephen  says,  that  the  Jews  "  received  the  law  form  of  the  command.  The  prohibition  contained 

V  the  dtsposttion  of  angels.*'    Grotlus  observes.  •    ,l-    «„-^„,  ^„.,  i^  «„„-;^«,^  .„  ^.t^«^:„^ 

on  this  paiMge.  that  the  Greek  preposition  (eul  »"  **^'»  Pi^^^^^P^  """'^  °«  considered  as  eztendmg 

here  si^nifles  amitUt,  and  that  {diatagtu  ageion,)  not  only  to  Polytheism,  and  the  various  objects 

lenoces  trmpe  of  angels  ranged  lu  military  order  ;  of  worship  which  have  prevailed  in  the  heathen 

»~*  that  there  is  a  reference  to  Deut.  xxxill.  a.  "^                      "^ 


■♦  The  Lord  came  from  Sinai,  and  rose  up  from  Seir     ^wW,  but  to  every  thing  which  is  the  object  of 
unto  them ;  he  shlned  forth  flrom  Mount  Paran,     our  supreme  affection  and  regard. 
iBd  he  eame  with  ten  thousands  of  his  holy  ones  ;  n  in  »  dirt«t«  nf  enliffht^nMi  and  unnrdinHiriMl 

rnm  his  right  hand  went  a  fiery  law  for  them."  *""  a  dictate  oi  enlightened  and  unprejudiced 

reason,  that  the  Being  to  whom  we  are  mdebted 
t  Exod.  xxxil.  48.  for  our  existence,  on  whom  we  every  moment 
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depend,  who  directs  the  movements  of  the  system  idolatrous  worship.    This  will  appear,  if  we  tito 

of  nature,  who  daily  loads  us  with  his  benefits,  but  tlie  slightest  glance  of  the  objects  of  adontiM 

and  on  whom  our  hopes  of  eternal  felicity  en>  which  have  prevailed,  and  which  slill  pretailii 

tirely  depend— should  be  con'emplaied  with  the  the  pagan  wurld. 

most  ardent  affection  and  gratitude,  regarded  as  At  one  period  of  the  worid,  with  the  at^w^ 

the  most  exceltent  and  venerable  of  all  beings,  ception  of  the  small  nation  of  tho  Jews,  irlAfc) 

and  recognised  as  the  Supreme  Lrjiinlator,  whose  overspread  the  face  of  the  whole  earth.   f^wAhm 

laws  we  are  bound,  by  every  tie  (if  gratitude,  to  numerous  and  dt'grading  were  the  objects  vfciA 

<^ey.    Wherever  such  sentimenti)  and  affectitms  the  blinded  nations  adored !    Wn  niii  infuwJL 

pervade  the  mind,  they  constitute  the  first  prin-  by  Hesiud,  Varro,  and  other  ancient 

ciplcs  of  piety,  the  source  of  all  holy  obtnlience,  that  no  less  than  CAtrfy  Amuand 

and  the  foundation  of  all  true  liappiness.     Were  vinities  were  comprised  within  that  sjsica  d 

they  universally  felt,  and  acted  upon  by  human  idolatry  which  prevailed  among  tbe  GrrakiMi 

beings,  the  Most  High  God,  would  be  adored  in  Romans.    They  had  both  ccieatial  aad  terr» 

every  land,  his  image  would  be  impressed  on  trial  deities.     They  assigned  peculiar  godi  Is 

every  heart,  his  righteous  law  would  never  be  the  fountains,  the  rivers,  the  hilla,  the  nowltii^ 

violated,  grovelling  desires  and  affections  would  tlie  lawns,  the  groves,  the  aea,  and  evca  la  hdl 

be  eradicated,  and  our  world  would  be  transform-  itself.     To  cities,  fidds,  houses,  edtfioM,  teh 

cd  into  an  abode  of  felicity,  where  joys  similar  Kes,  gates,  nuptial  cbamben,  marriafai,  bartkii 

to  those  of  angels  would  succeed  to  scenes  of  deaths,  sepulchres,  trees,  and  gardeiMiihayalM 

wretchedness  and  wo.  appropriated    distinct    and    peculiar    dmsh 

On  the  otlier  hand,  where  the  unity  and  the  Their  principal  ceieaHal  deities  were  Jupuoi 

attributes  of  the  divine  Being  are  not  recognised.  Mars,  Mercury,  Apollo,  Bacchus,  Venus,  Iho^ 

and  where  other  ol;yects  are  substituted  in  his  and  Minerva — their  t&rretUiat,  Saturn,  CeisSi 

place,  the  foundations  cf  religion,  and  of  moral  Diana,  Neptune,  Cybele,  Proaerpine,  andPlula. 

order  are  completely  subverted,  and  a  door  open-  Their  chief  idol  was  Jupiter,  whom  tbej  called 

ed  ibr  the  introduction  of  every  absurdity,  im-  the  &ther  of  gods  and  men ;  and  under  his  an* 

Borality,  and  vile  abomination,  that  can  de-  thority,  Neptune  had  the  jurjedictioo  of  the  sw, 

grade  a  rational  intelligence.    The  command  Juno,  of  the  airy  Cybele,  of  the  worth,  and  PtaM^ 

mder  consideration  is  placed  on  the  fimit  of  the  of  the  rtalms  below.    Instead  of  worriiipping  te 

divine  law  as  the  foundation  of  all  the  other  pre-  tiving  and  immortal  God,  they  deified  a  host  if 

cepts ;  and,  therefore,  wherever  it  is  violated,  or  dead  men,  called  heroes,  distingubhed  for  nathiig 

not  recognised,  a  regular  obedience  to  the  other  so  much,  ax  for  murder,  adultery,  eudomy,  raping 

subordinate  injunctions  of  religion  is  not,  in  the  cruelty,  drunkenness,  and  all  kinds  of  debaudisfy. 

nature  of  things,  to  be  expected.      Were  its  To  such  contemptible  divinities,  sf^endidtenpht 

violation,  in  our  world,  complete  and  universal,  were  erected,*  adorations  addressed,  costly  oA^ 

it  is  impossible  to  say  what  would  be  the  mise-  ings  presented,  and  rites  and  ceremonies  perfona- 

rable  condition  of  human  beings  in  their  social  ed,  subversive  of  every  principle  of  decency  aal 

capacity.      To  its  general  violation,  may  be  morality,  and  degrading  to  the  reason  and  ihi 

traced  all  the  evils  under  which  humanity  has  character  of  man. — A  system  of  idolatry  of  t 

groaned  in  every  age,  and  all  the  depraved  pas-  similar  kind,  thonch  under  a  different  form,  pr»> 

sions,  and  shocking  immoralities   which    now  vailed  among  th^  Egyptians.    The  meanest  ani 

disfigure  the  aspect  of  the  moral  world.  the  most  contemptible  ohjects^-ahec^,  cats,  bdlSi 

There  is  nothing  that  appears  more  prominent  dogs,  cows,  storks,  apes,  vultures,  and  other 

in  the  history  and  the  character  of  almost  every  birds  of  prey  ;  wolves,  and  several  sorts  of  oaeai 

nation  under  heaven,  than  an  infringement  of  this  were  exalted  as  objects  of  adoration.     "  If  jM 

first  and  fundamental  law  of  the  Creator.    A  go  into  Egypt,"  says  Lucian,  *'  you  will  see 

rational  and  enlightened  mind,  on  the  first  con-  Jupiter  with  the  face  of  a  ranif  Mercury  as  a 

aideration  of  this  subject,  would  be  apt  to  sur-  fine  dog.  Pan,  is  become  a  goat;  another  god  ii 

mise,  that  such  a  law  is  almost  superfluous  and  /6ur,  another  the  crocodile,  and  another  the  ape. 

unnerejisary.    There  is  such  an  immense  dis-  There,  many  shaven  priests  gravely  tell  us,  ihtt 

proportion  between  a  block  of  marble,  or  a  crawl-  the  gods  being  afraid  of  the  rebellion  of  tbegianti^ 

ing  reptile,  and  that  Being  who  supports  the  assumed  these  shapes."    Each  city  and  district 

system  of  universal  nature,  that  it  appears,  at  in  Egypt  entertained  a  peculiar  devotion  Ar 

first  view,  next  to  impossible,  that  a  reasonable 

being  should  ever  become  so  stupid  and  degraded,  ^^^^  tp„,p,p  ^j  P^,,^  ^^  Epheew,  has  been  si- 

as  to  substitute  the  one  for  the  other,  and  to  offer  ways  odinirril  .ia  one  of  the  noblest  pieces  otwrtU 

his  adorations  to  an  object  completely  devoid  of  S^cilife  «»»a«  the  worW  ever  produced.    It  «  III 

w..  Miui.iiuu*  i«  «i  wuj^T^         K       7 j,ggj  ,^jj^  ,^^  ^^^j  broad,  and  supported  bj  itf  oo- 

life,  power,  and  mtelligence.      Yet  experience  lumnj*  of  marble  60  feet  high;  17  of  which  wW 

teaches  us,  that  there  is  no  disposition  to  which  beautifully  c»rvcil.     Dlodnnis  Blcolus  meotkn^ 

tk*  human  mind  ifl  mnra  nrnnn  thftn  «« to  den&rt  ****'  ^^^  "^^h  preM>ntB  made  to  the  temple <tfi^ 

the  humsn  mind  is  inore  prone  tnan     »  oepan  ^^  ociphos,  amountcil  to  one  million  three  bondiii 

fiom  the  living  God,"  and  to  multiply -obiects  ot  and  thirty  three  thousand  pounds. 
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•one  mianl  or  other,  as  the  object  of  its  adora^  politest  natioos  of  antiquitj;  and  some  of  their 

tioo.    The  city  of  Leotopolis  worshipped  a  lion ;  sacred  rites,  solemnized  in  honour  of  their  gods, 

the  eitjof  Mendezi  a  goat ;  Memphis,  the  Apis ;  were  so  bestial  and  shocking,  as  to  excite  horror 

and  the  people  at  the  lake  Mifru,  adored  the  in  every  mind  possessed  of  the  least  sense  of  de- 

crocodile.    These  animals  were  maintained,  in  cency  anJ  virtue.    They  gloried  in  the  desolatioa 

m  near  their  temples,  with  delicate   meats;  and  destruction  of  neighbouring  nations.    To 

ware  bathed,  anointed,  pwfumed,  had  beds  pre-  conquer,  and  oppress,  and  enslave  their  fellow- 

parad  for  them;  and  when  any  of  them  happen-  men,  and  to  aggrandize  themselves  by  slaughter 

ad  to  die,  iwnptiioiis  funerals  were  prepared  in  and  rapine,  was  the  great  object  of  their  ambi- 

hoaoar  oif  the  god.    Of  all  these  animals,  the  tion.     The  law  of  kindness  and  of  universal 

boB,  jipUf  was  held  in  the  greatest  veneration,  benevolence  was  trampled  under  foot,  and  even 

Hoooura  of  an  extraordinary  kind  were  conferred  the  common  dictates  of  humanity,  equity,  and 

Da  him  while  be  lived,  and  his  death  gave  rise  justice,  were  set  at  defiance.    But  this  was  not 

to  a  general  mouroing.  all — Idolatry  sooa  began  to  instigate  its  votaries 

8odi  #as  the  abominable  idolatry  that  prevail-  to  the  perpetration  of  the  most  revolting  and  un- 

sd  eren  among  the  roost  enlightened  nations  of  natural  cruelties.    Dreadful   tortures  were  in* 

ladquity.    They  changed  the  glory  of  the  incor-  flicted  on  their  bodies,  to  appease  their  offended 

nqitible  God  into  *'  the  similitude  of  an  ox  that  deities ;  human  victims,  in  vast  numbers,  were 

Maietb  graat,"  and  into  images  made  like  to  cor-  sacrificed,  and  even  their  infants  and  little  chil- 

■optible  man  and  to  birds,  and  to  four-fixHed  dren  were  thrown  into  the  flames,  aa  an  offering 

Mftata,  and  creeping  things.    And  if  the  Egyp-  to  the  idol  which  they  adored. 

iansy  tho  Greeks,  and  the  Romans,  who  are  The  Mexicans  were  accustomed  to  treat  them- 

Katingntshed  from  the  rest  of  the  workl  fbi  their  selves  with  the  most  inhuman  austerities,  think- 

mprorefflents  in  literature,  science,  and  the  ing  that  the  diabolical   rage  of  their  deities 

uts»  had  flo  fitf  renounced  their  allegiance  to  the  would  be  appeased  by  human  blood.   "  It  makes 

Sod  of  heaven,  we  may  rest  assured  that  the  one  shudder,"  says  Clavigero, "  to  read  the  aua- 

turrounding  nations  were  sunk  still  farther  into  terities  which  they  practised  upon  themselvee, 

ho  pollutiom  of  idolatry  and  of  mental  debase-  either  in  atonemont  for  their  transgressions,  or 

nent.     The  Phenicians,  the  Syrians,  the  Ca-  in  preparation  for  their  festivals.    They  mangled 

laanites,  the  Chaldeans  and  Babylonians,  the  their  fleflh  as  if  it  had  been  insensible,  and  let 

krabians,  the  Scythians,  the  Ethiopians,  and  their  blood  run  in  such  profusion,  as  if  it  had 

ho  Carthaginians,  the  ancient  Ghiuls,  Germans,  been  a  superfluous  fluid  in  the  body.    They 

ind  Britons,  were,  if  possible,  more  deeply  d^  pierced  themselves  with  the  sharpest  spines  of 

lased  ;  and  mingled  with  their  idolatrous  rites,  the  alue,  and  bored  several  parts  of  their  bodies, 

oanjr  cruel,  obs^o,  and  vile  abominations. —  particularly  their  ears,  lips,  tongues,  and  the  (at 

Such  is  still  the  moral  and  religious  debasement,  of  their  arms  and  legs.**    The  priests  of  Baal, 

nron  in  modem  times,  of  the  greater  part  of  the  we  are  told,  in  the  book  of  Kings,  ^*  cut  them- 

lationa  which  dwell  upon  the  earth.     Even  the  selves  with  knives  and  lancets,  till  the  blood 

Hindoos,  the  Birmans,  the  Chinese,  the  Persians,  gushed  out  upon  them."    When  the  Carthagi- 

ind  the  Japanese,  though  ranked  among  the  most  nians-were  vanquished  by  Agaihocles,  king  of 

K>ltdbed  nations  of  the  heathen  world,  are  sunk  Sicily,  they  conceived  that  their  god,  Jupiter  La- 

mo  the  grossest  ignorance  of  the  true  Ghxl,  and  tialis  was  displeased  with  their   conduct.     In 

irs  found  perpetrating,  in  their  religious  worship,  order  to  appease  him,  and  propitiate  his  favour, 

leoda  revolting  to  humanity,  and  stained  with  they  sacrificed  to  him,  at  once)  two  hundred  sons 

torrid  cruelty  and  injustice.  of  the  finit  noblemen  of  their  state.    On  the  al- 

The  WMTol  ^eU  which  were  produced  by  a  tars  of  Mexico,  twerUj/  Uumaand  human  beings 

lopartare  from  this  fiindamental  law  of  the  Crea-  are  said  to  have  been  sacrificed  every  year ;  and 

«Mr,  vrere  anch  as  correspond  with  the  abomina-  Jlfiy  thotuand  were  annually  offered  up  in  the  va- 

looa  of  that  religious  system  which  was  adopt-  rious  parts  of  that  empire,  accompanied  with  cir- 

»d.     Man  is  an  imitative  being  ;  and  he  gene-  cumstances  of  such  dreadful  cruelty  and  horror, 

"mUy    imitates  the  actions  of  those  whom  he  as  makes  u»  shudder  at  the  recital.    In  Hindoa* 

aoooeivea  to  be  placed  in  a  superior  rank  and  tan,  even  at  the  present  day,  several  thousanda 

nation.    When,  therefore,  the  gods  were  intro-  of  women  are  annually  burned  on  the  funeral 

locod  to  his  view,  as  swollen  with  pride,  mad  piles  of  their  deceased  husbands,  as  victims  to 

iHth  rage,  fired  with  revenge,  inflamed  with  lust,  the  religion  they  profess ;  besides  multitudes  of 

iDgaged  in  wars,  battles,  and  contests,  ddight-  other  human  victims,  which  are  crushed  to  death 

ag  in  aceoes  of  blood  and  rapine,  in  hatred  and  under  the  wheels  of  that  infernal  engine  which 

iMtaal  contentions,  and  in  all  kinds  of  riot  and  supports  the  idol  Juggernaut.     Were  the  one 

bbandiery,  it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  such  hundredth  part  of  the  abominations  which  have 

laaakms  and  crimes  would  be  imitated  by  their  been  perpetrated  tmder  the  system  of  idolatry, 

llindod  votaries.     Accordingly  we  find,  that  in  those  countries  where  it  has  prevailed,  to  be 

1Mb  ▼ioaa  uniTersaQy  prevailed,  even  among  the  fully  detailed,  it  wouU  exhibit  a  picture  of  de- 
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pravity  and  of  infernal  agency,  at  which  thehu-  we  reside,  we  are  in  little  danger  of  refapiiy 

man  mind  would  shrink  back  witli  horrur ;  and  into  the  practices  to  which  I  have  now  adrertti 

would    form    a  striking    commeniary   on    the  But  idolatry  is  not  confined  to  the  adonlinrf 

divine  declaration,  that  "the  dark    places  of  Pagan  divinities:  it  has  it  seat  in  every hwl 

the  eanh  are  full  of  the  habitations  of  horrid  where  God  is  banished  from  the  ihoofhls,  ui 

cruftliy.'*  where  pride,  ambition,  and  avarice  ooe^y  Ai 

It  appears,  then,  that  a  violatiuii  of  the  first  highest  place.    "  Cowfoiisiicss,'*  or  an  inonfiBfe 

precept  of  the  moral  law  is  the  greatest  crime  of  love  of  wealth,  is  declared  by  the  Apostle hd Id 

which  a  rational  creature  can  be  guilty ;  for  it  is  bo  '*  idolatry  ;**  and  such  mental  idolatry,  ihuq^ 

the  Koiirce  of  all  the  o;her  crimes  which  have  en-  more  refined  than  that  of  the  heathen  worU,  ii 

tailed  wrpichcdncud  on  inankinil,  and  iitrcwed  the  almost  equally  abhorrent  to  the  Divine  BsiMtfl' 

earth   with  devastation  aini   camag?.    It  is  a  equally  subversive  of  the    grand   prine^ln  of 

comprehensive  summary  of  wickedness ;  which  Christian  morality.    If  the  aoquiaition  of  widA 

includus  pride,  fal:H'hi>od,  hlasphomy,  malignity,  and  riches  be  the  constant  and  mqwtmttmd 

rebellion,  hatred  of  moral  excellence,  and   the  any  individual,  Mammon  is  ibe  god  whoa  hi 

basest  ingratitude  towards  llim  from  whom  we  regularly  worships,  and  the  God  of  beavei  ii 

derived  our  being,  and  on  whom  we  depend  for  throned  from  his  seat  in  the  affectiona. 

all  our  enjoyments.     It  \*  a  crime  which,  above  moral  eflTects  as  the  following   are  the 

all  others,  has  a  tendency  to  degrade  the  charae-  leaults  of  this  species  of  idolatry :  It  sleds 

ter  of  man ;  for  where  it  abounds,  the  human  heart  against  evtry  benevolent  and 

mind  is  sunk  into  the  lowest  state,  both  of  moral  emotion ;  it  shuts  the  ears  to  the  cries  of 

and  of  intellectual  debasement.     AMiat  a  pitiful  .  poor  and  needy ;  it  engenders  cheating, &litkoo4, 

and  humiliating  sight  is  it,  and  what  emotions  and  deceit ;  it  prevents  the  man  in  vHiobi  itp» 

of  astonishment  must  it  excite  in  the  mind  of  an  dominates  fitMn  exerting  his  actrrs  puwus,  ad 

archangel,  to  behold  a  rational  and  immortal  in-  from  contributing  of  his  wealth  to  pronKMe  As 

telligence  cutting  down  an  oak  in  the  forest,  bum-  happiness  of  mankind ;  it  chains  down  his  mUi 

ing  part  of  it  in  the  fire,  baking  bread,  and  roast-  faculties  to  the  objects  of  time  and  sense ;  it  kidi 

ing  flesh  upon  its  embers,  and  firming  the  residue  him  to  love  and  to  serve  himself  more  diaa  As 

of  it  into  an  idol,  falling  duwn  and  worshipping  it.  Creator ;  it  wraps  him  up  in  selfishness,  aod  m 

and  laying,  "Deliver  me,  for  thou  art  my  God  !*'*  indifference  to  the  concerns  of  all  other  bria|i; 

And  when  wc  behold  the  same  degraded  mortal  it  destroys  the  principles  of  equity  and  juitiee;  ii 

sacrificing  the  children  of  his  own  bowels  before  blunts  the  feelinp  of  hnmani^  and  compawioi; 

this  stump  of  a  tree,  can  we  refrain  from  exclaim-  and  prevents  him  finm  attending  to  the  sabatiin 

ine,  in  the  language  of  the  prophet,  <*  Bo  asto-  of  his  soul,  and  fimn  looking  at  thoae  things  fddck 


nished,  O  ye  heavens,  at  this ;  and  be  yo  horri-  are  unseen  and  eternal.    And  in  every  other 

bly  afraid  !"    Were  idolatry  to  become  uniwrMal  where  a   similar   principle  holds   the  supiew 

in  the  world,  there  is  no  crime,  no  species  of  seat  in  the  affections,  similareffects  will  bepn* 

cruelty,  no  moral  abomination  within  the  com-  duced. 
pass  of  the   human  hoart  to  devise,  but  would 

soon  be  iierpclraied  without  a  blush,  in  the  open  the  second  coMMAirDmirT. 
face  nf  day.     Had  not  God,  in  his  mercy,  com- 

municat'/i]  a  revelation  of  his  will,  in  order  to  Thou  »haUnot  make  unto  thee  ttnjf  graven  n^fe, 

counteract  the  influence  of  Pai>an  theology, —  nor  am/  likeneu  of  any  thing  thai  i$  ta  Acana 

instead  of  cultivating  the  powers  of  our  minds,  above^  or  that  Uinthe  earth  beneath^  artkal  iiin 

anil  exi>anding  our  conception  of  the  Almighty,  the  renters  under  the  earth  :  thou  tJkalt  ntt  km 

by  a  contemplation  of  his  word  and  works,  we  dotcn  thyself  to  them,  nor  §erve  them, 
might,  at  this  moment,  have  been  sunk  into  the 

lowest  depths  of  moral  degradation,  been  prostrat-  The  Jtrst  commandment,  which  I  have  illiatral> 

ing  ourselves,  in  adoration,  before  a  stupid  ox  or  ed  above,  respects  the  o6;ecf  of  our  worriiip;  ftr^ 

a  block  of  marble,  and  sacrificing  our  sons  and  bidding  us  to  substitute  any  other  being  in  fW 

daughters  to  an  infernal  Moloch.     It  is  one  of  room  of  God,  or  to  offer  it  diat  honage  vrikich  ii 

the  glories  of  Revelation,  and  n  strong  proof  of  its  due  to  the  eternal  Jehovah.      This  second  torn- 

divine  origin,  that  all  its  promises  and  threaten-  mandment  respects  the  monnerin  whidi  he  is  « 

ings,  its  admonitions  and  reproofs,  its  doctrinra,  be  worshipped.    And  in  regard  to  the  manner  fli 

its  laws  and  ordinances,  are  directly  opposed  to  which  the  Divine  Being  is  to  be  oonten^ililB' 

every  idolatrous  practice ;  and  that  there  is  not  a  and  adored,  it  is  expressly  declared,  that  m  i^ 

single  instance  in  which  the  least  countenance  is  age  nor  representation  of  this  iiiiumpnlWiWt 

given  to  any  of  the  abominations  of  the  Pagan  Being  is  at  any  time,  or  on  any  aeonmt,  lo  Ii 

world.  formed.    This  command,  like  the  fomertnUl 

In  the  present  age,  and  in  the  country  in  which  at  first  sight  appear  to  be  unnecessary,  tf  m 

almost  universal  practice  of  mankind  hid  irt 

*  8edliatahzlT.»-4i.  tanght  us  that  there  is  no  dispotitioa  wUek  ii 
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hmBan  miikl  is  more  apt  to  lodulKe,  than  to  en-  a.ijK>ct<<  in  which  he  may  be  contemplated.    For 

deavour  to   bring  the  invisible  Divinity  within  a  ;fiini!ar  reas^in.  evQry  attempt  to  represent  the 

IJm  range  of  our  senses,  and  to  conteni'jjate  him  Divino  Miijesiy  by  sensible  images,  must  have  a 

m^  such  a  one  as  ourselves.      The  neopssiiy  of  tfuili-ucy  to  narrow  our  conceptions  of  his  glory, 

thu  injuDctioQ,  its  reasonabloness,  and  the  ('ilW  to  iJi-bj.su  hii  character,  and  to  lessen  our  reve> 

and  absurdity  of  the  practice  again;<t  which  i!  is  rcnce  and    esteem.     What    possible  similitude 

directed,  will  appear  from  the  following  consider-  can  there  be  between  that  mighty  being,  who  by 

•tioos.  Win  wurd  lighted  up  the  Run,  and   dilTuscd  ten 

The  Divine  Being  fillt  the  immensity  of  sfiare  thousands  ufnuch  immense  luminaries  through 

with  bidi  presence,  and  to  his  OMcnvc  we  can  sH  the  re^^ioiM  of  creatiuii,  whose  hand  wields  the 

no  bounds.      He  inhabited  eternity,  bcfaro  the  plane's,  anri   rolU    thvm  through  the  tracts  of 

•mrth  or  the  heavens  were  brought  Into  cxijticncf;,  immensity;  between  him  who  "  nietelh  out  the 

rejoipiog  in  the  contemplation  of  his  own  excels  heavens  with  a  span,  and  holds  the  ocean  in  the 

Imcea,  aad  ia  the  future  eflects  of  his  power  and  hollow  of  his  hand,"  and  the  must  resplendent 

bettevoltrnce.    He  is  a  spiritual  uncom|>ounded  image  ihit  was  ever  formed  by  human  hands! 

■ubsfmoei  and  c«>nsequently  invisible  to  mortal  Even  the  sun  himself,  with  all  his  immensity  of 

•yas,  and  inpzliiable  to  every   other  organ  of  splendour,  although  our  minds  were  expanded  to 


His  omnipotence  neither  man  nor  comprehend  his  vast  magnificence,  would  form 

angel  can  ■can,  oor  can  they  explore  the  depths  but  a  poor  and  pitiful   image  of  Him,  whose 

of  bis  wiedomaiid  intelligence.     When  universal  hreaih  has  kindled  ten  thousand  times  ten  thou- 

and   floliiude  reigned  throughout  the  in-  sand  suns.     How  much  less  can  a  block  of  mar- 


void— when  not  a  sound  was  heard  nor  an  ble  or  a  stupid  ox  adumbrate  the  glories  of  the 

object  seen  within  the  immeasurable  extent  of  King  eternal,  immortal,  and  invisible !     It  will 

boundless  space — at  his  command,  worlds,  nume-  doubtless  redoimd  to  the  eternal  disgrace  of  the 

RMU  MM  the  saodL  started  into  being.     Thousands  human  character,  in  every  region  of  the  universe 

af  sunsdifllused  their  splendours  through  the  re-  where  it  is  known,  that  ever  such  an  impious 

fioos  of  iramensiiy ;  the  ponderous  masses  of  attempt  was  made  by  the  inhabitants  of  our  de- 

Ibe  planetary  globes  were  launched  into  existence,  generate  world,  as  to  compare  the  glory  of  the 

and  impelled  in  their  rapid  courses  through  the  iacorru|)tibIe  God  tn  an  image  made  like  to  cor- 

tkf ;  their  suriarcs  were  adorned  witii  resplen-  ruptible   man.     Wh'Tcver  such  attempts  have 

deat  beauties,  and  replenished  with  myriads  of  been  made,  there  we  behold  human  nature  in  its 

dAigbted  inhabitants.      The  seraphim  and  tho  lowest  state  of  <lebasemeni  ;    the   intellectual 

eberubtm  began  to  chant  their  hymns  of  praise,  fao4>!ties  darkened,  bewildered,  and  degraded; 

aad  '*  shouted  fltr  joy"  wl>T:n  thny  beheld  new  the  moral  powers  perverted  and  depraved  ;  gro- 

arorids  enMr;!ing  from  the  Toids  of  space.     Lif^*,  veiling  afTections  predominating  over  the  dictates 

BMlion,  activity,  beauty,  grandeur,  splendid  illu-  of  roaJ«>n,  and  diabolical  passions  raging  without 

.BUoation,  and  rapMiroiH  joy,  among  unnumSered  coalrol.     Hence,  tu«>,  the  debasing  tendency  of 

intelUgonces,  burst  upon  the  view,  where  a  little  all  those  attempts  which  have  been  made  to 

beibre  nothing  ap|)eared  but  one  immense,  dark,  intr^liico  into  the  Christian  church,  pictures  and 

ani   cheerless  voiii.      Ar^l  ever  since  duration  imn2<!».  to  rejiresent  "  The  invisible  things  of 

began  to  bo  measured,  eirher  in  heaven  or  on  G(Ml,"an<lthesuffcrings  of  the  Redeemer.    For, 

earth,  by  the  revolutions  of  celestial  orM,  the  wherevi.T  such    practices  prevail,  the  minds  of 

■ame   omnipotent  energy  has  b'jcn  incessantly  men  will  generally  be    found   to  entertain  the 

eierted  in  directing  die  movements  of  all  world.-;  gro<;sest  conceptions  of  the  Divine  Being,  and  of 


systems,  and   in  upholding    them  in  their     tiie  solemn  realities  of  religion. 
vastaareer.    Of  a  being  invested  with  attributes         But  the  principal  reason  why  any  representa- 


gloriouf  and  incomprehensible,  with  power  tion  of  God  is  expressly  forbidden  in  this  com- 
ae astonishing  in  its  effects,  with  goodness  so  mandment,  is,  that  whenever  such  a  practice 
booodless,  and  with  wisdom  so  unsearchable,  commences,  it  infallibly  ends  in  adoring  the 
a^t  image  or  representation  can  possibly  be  image  itself,  instead  of  the  ofr;ect  it  was  intended 
fumed  which  will  not  tend  to  contract  our  con-  to  represent.  Or,  in  other  words,  the  breach  of 
aeptions,  and  to  debase  the  character  of  the  infi-  this  commandment  necessarily  and  uniformly 
■ite  and  eternal  Mind  !  "  To  whom  will  ye  leads  to  a  breach  of  the  first.  Notwithstanding 
IBna  me,  or  shall  I  be  eijual,  saith  the  Holt  the  shock  which  the  human  mind  appears  to  have 
Osc"  •  received  by  the  fall,  it  is  altogether  inconceivable. 
When  a  person  of  dignity  and  of  respectability  that  any  tribe  of  mankind  should  have  been  so 
of  character  is  earieatured,  and  associated  with  debased  and  brutalized,  as,  in  the  first  instance, 
and  circumstances  that  are  mean,  ridicu-  to  mistake  a  crocodile,  or  the  stump  of  a  tree, 


loBSy  and  grotesque,  it  has  a  tendency  to  degrade  however  beautifully  carved,  for  the  Creator  of 

km  character,  and  to  lessen  our  veneration.     For  heaven  and  earth.    Such  objects  appear  to  have 

iba  respect  we  entertain  for  any  individual  is  been  first  used  as  tymhoU  or  representations  of 

on  die  view  we  take  of  bim  in  all  tho  the  Deity,  in  order  to  assist  the  mind  in  forming 

12 
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a  oonceptioo  of  hk  ioTuible  attributei.    But  m  the  Grreat  Creator.    We  have  too  Bab 

Ihcy  had  a  direct  tendency  to  debase  the  mind,  to  believe,  that  there  are  multitndes  in 

and  to  obicore  the  glory  of  the  Divini^,  in  pro*>  giuus  world,  who  pass  for  enlightened  CI 

eew  of  time  they  began  to  be  regarded  by  the-    whose  ideas  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of 

ignorant  multitude  as  the  very  godb  themselves,  verse  do  not  rise  beyond   the  oonoepi 

which  they  were  at  first  intended  to  represent ;  ought  to  form  of  the  powers  and  caps 

and  that  tribute  of  adonnion  was  paid  to  the  Gabriel  the  archangel,  or  of  one  of  the 

tj^mbol  itself,  whidi  was  originally  intended  to  order  of  the  seraphim. 

be  given  to  the  invisible  God,  through  this  sensi-  We  can  never  expect,  from  the  venr  i 

ble  medium.    And,  when  we  contemplate  kings  things,  to  be  able  to  explore  the  depths 

and  princes,  poets  and  philosophers,  heroes  and  vah's  essence,  or  to  comprehend  the  wh< 

■ages,  "  young  men  and  virgins,  old  men  and  of  his  dominions  apd  government.    But 

children,"  whole  provinces,  nations,  and  conti-  portion  of  his  operations  lies  open  to  oui 

nents,  prostrating  themselves  before  the  shrine  of  tion ;  and  it  is  from  an  enlightened  eoi 

such  despicable  and  abominable  idob,  and  the  tion  of  what  is  presented  to  our  view  in 

idea  of  the  true  God  almost  banbhed  from  the  ble  universe,  that  we  are  to  ferm  our  con 

world,  we  have  rtesoo  to  feel  ashamed,  and  to  of  the  grandeur  of  the  Eternal  Mind. 

be  deeply  humbled,  thai  we  belong  to  a  race  of  may  be  admitted  as  an  axiom,  both  in 

intelligences  that  have  thus  so  grossly  prostituted  and  revealed  theology,  that  our  etmeq. 

their  rational  and  moral  powers.  God  toiil  neorly  correspond  with  Me  eop 

The  only  noteraf  image  or  representation  of  toe  aequm  of  the  natmre  and  vehaU  rflu 

God  which  is  set  before  us  for  our  contemplation,  tiana.    In  the  universe  aroond  us,  we  | 

is,  the  boundless  univenra  which  his  hands  have  an  image  of  his  infinity,  ia  so  fiu-  as 

Ibrmed ;  and  his  moni  innige  is  displayed  in  the  and  material  existence  can  adumltrate  th 

laws  which  he  has  published,  in  the  movements  botes  of  an  Infinite  and  Invisible  Ex 

of  his  providence,  and  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ  When  we  lift  our  eyes  towards  tiie  midnij 

his  Son,  who  is  *'  the  innage  of  the  invisible  Gbd,  we  behold  a  thousand  suns  diSbsing  thei 

and  the  brightness  of  hu  glory."  All  these  exhi-  dours  fVom  regions  of  space  inuneaaon 

bhions  of  t^  Divine  Mkjesty,  we  are  command-  tant.      When   we  apply    a  t^scope 

ed  to  study,  to  contemplate,  and  admire ;  and  it  portion  of  this  vast  concave,  we  pereeii 

is  essentially  requisite  in  order  to  our  acquiring  sandis  more  which  the  unasisted  eye 

correct  and  comprehensive  views  of  the  object  of  discern.    When  we   in^ease   the  ma| 

our  adoration,  that  no  one  of  these  displays  of  the  powers  of  the  instrument,  we  descry  m 

Divinity  should  be  overlooked,  or  thrown  into  orbs  of  light,  stretching  still  &rther  into 

the  shade.    There  are  some  Christians,  who  fathomable  depths  of  space;  so  that  there 

imagine  they  may  acquire  a  competent  know-  no  limits  to  the  scene  of  creating  power. 

ledge  of  the  character  of  G^od,  although  they  the  eye  of  reason  penetrates  beyond  all 

should  never  ^)end  a  single  moment  in  contero-  visible  through  the  most  powerful  telesc 

plating  his  perfections  as  displayed  in  his  visible  contemplates  a  boundless  region  teemii 

works,     fn  regard  to  such,  I  hesitate  not  to  af*  other  resplendent  suns  and  systems,  whoi 

firm,  that  they  are,  to  a  certain  extent,  idolaUre,  ber  and  magnificence  overwhelm  the  it 

and  renmin  wilful  idolaters,  contented  with  the  tion  ;  so  that  no  limit  can  be  set  to  the  exc 

most  inadequate  and  grovelling  conceptions  of  of  the  intellect  when  it  wings  its  flight  o 

the  Deity,  so  long  as  they  refuse  to  contemplate,  wide  empire  of  Jehovah.    Over  all  tt 

with  fixdl  attention,  and  with  intulligence,  tlie  assemblage  of  material  splendour,  over  in 

operations  of  his  handis.     If  a  man's  ideas  never  ments,  and  over  all  the  diversified  ranks  < 

extend  beyond  the  bounds  of  his  visible  horizon,  ligence  it  supports,  God  eternally  and  -urn 

or  beyond  the  limits  of  the  country  in  which  he  ably  presides.    He  is  an  b^finUe  Being 

resides,  and  if,  at  the  same  time,  he  has  over-  in  this  immense  universe  which  he  has 

looked  the  most  striking  displays  of  divine  wis-  to  our  view,  he  has  given  us  an  image 

dom  and  goodness  within  these  bounds — his  con-  infinity,  which  corresponds  with  the  peH 

eeptions  of  the  Divine  Being  himself,  will  nearly  which  the  inspired  writers  ascribe  to  hia 

correspond  with  the  conceptions  he  forms  of  his  without  a  contemplation  of  which,  the  mn 

works.    If  his  riews  be  even  confined  within  the  have  a  very  unworthy  and  circmnncribed 

Kmits  of  the  globe  on  which  he  dwells,  his  con-  the  attributes  of  the  Eternal  Mind.    E 

eeptions  of  God  will  still  be  grovelling,  distorted,  many  of  the  objects  whidi  surround  Oi 

and  imperfect.     And,  therefore,  the  idea  which  lower  world,  we  perceive  an  image  of  thai 

•uch  an  individual  forms  to  himself  of  God,  may  of  the    Creator — particularly  in    thoaa 

be  inferior  to  that  whidi  is  due  to  one  of  the  worlds  which  are  contained  in  a  lew  dr 

higher  orders  of  created  intelligences.    And,  if  water,  some  of  the  inhabitants  of  whi 

■o,  he  has  only  an  image  of  a  creature  in  his  several  hundreds  of  thousands  of  timea  i 

■bid,  iMlaadair  %  coniprehMiife  caooeptioa  of  than  the  least  grain  of  8aad.^»To  tha  aoM 
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1  of  lucfa  ofag«cts  we  are  directed  by  God 
tself,  in  order  to  acquire  an  impreMive  view 
lis  character  and  operations.  "  Lift  up  your 
m  OB  high,  and  behold  who  hath  created  these 
s,  that  bringeth  out  their  host  by  number :  he 
bth  then  all  by  names,  by  the  greatness  of 
might,  fisr  that  he  is  strong  in  power." — 
d,  the  prophets,  when  reasoning  against  idol- 
f,  present  us  with  a  train  of  thought  similar 
that  to  which  I  have  now  adverted.  They 
cribe  the  AUnaghty  as  "  sitting  on  the  circle 
he  heavens,  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth 
^rasaboppera  in  his  sight,"     They  represent 

I  as  **  measuring  the  waters  in  the  hollow  of 
hand,  weighing  the  mountains  in  scales,  and 
ing  0mt4he  k§tPoen$  unih  a  spalls— before  whom 
oaiioiMi  are  as  the  drep  of  a  bucket,  and  are 
acod  to  him  less  than  nothing  and  vanity." 

t  is  strange,  indeed,  that  the  duty  of  centero- 

Ling  the  image  of  God  as  impressed  upon  his 

rka,  should  .be   so  much  overlooked  by  the 

at  body  of  the  Christian  world,  notwithstaod- 

the  obvious  reasonableness  of  this  duty,  and 

pointed  injunctions  in  relation  to  it  which 

reiterated  in  every  department  of  the  word  of 

d.     It  is  still  more  strange,  that  the  instruc- 

w  of  many  religions  teachers  have  a  tendency 

fisMuade  Christians  from  engaging  in  this  duty, 

tb«  Ibolish  contrasts  they  attempt  to  draw  be- 

Beo  the  word  and  the  works  of  God ;  so  that 

great  mass  of  Christians  are  led  to  remain 

f4dolator«  lor  want  of  these  expansive  concep- 

an  of  God  which  a  knowledge  of  his  works  is 

ieuiated  to  produce. 

[t  is  also  moet  unaccountable,  on  every  prin- 
»le  of  reason,  and  of  Revelation,  that  the  wil- 
neglect  of  this  duty  should  oevor  be  account- 
either  as  a  sin,  or  as  a  want  of  that  respect 
lich  is  due  to  the  Majesty  of  heaven.  We 
re  known  persons  rebuked,  and  even  excluded 
m  a  Christian  Church,  for  holdin*  a  metaphy- 
al  sentiment  diflerent  from  their  brethren  re- 
icting  the  divine  plans  and  decrees  ;  but  we 
rer  heard  of  an  individual  being  either  re- 
wed  or  admonished  by  a  Christian  soriety, 
neglecting  to  contemplate  the  character  of 
d  as  displayed  in  his  works,  although  he  had 
sd  fifty  years  amidst  the  magnificence  of 
afioo,  and  had  acquired  little  mure  knowledge 
hia  Creator,  from  this  source,  than  the  ox 
ich  browses  en  the  grass.    Yet,  to  this  neglect 

0  be  imputed  a  great  proportion  of  those  gro- 
ling  conceptions,  superstitions  notions,  and 
torted  views  of  the  doctrines  of  religion  which 
A  disgrace  the  Christian  world.     This  fact  is 

II  more  unaccountable,  when  we  consider  that 
coowledge  of  the  abstrusities  and  technically 

1  of  science  is  not  requisite  in  order  to  the 
■fcrmance  of  this  duty.  It  requires  only  the 
»  of  sense,  of  reason,  and  of  devotion  to  be  di- 
ted  to  the  scene  of  divine  operation  within  us, 
I  around  us,  and  to  be  occasionally  fixed  on  the 


object  we  contemplate,  m  order  to  appreciate 
the  perfections  and  the  glory  of  the  ever  present 
Deity.  Although  there  were  no  other  striking 
objects  around  us,  the  single  (act  of  the  apparent 
revolution  of  the  celestial  concave,  with  all  its 
magnificent  orbs,  around  the  earth  every  twenty- 
four  hours,  is  suflicient  to  overpower  the  mind  of 
every  rational  observer  with  admiration  and 
wonder,  if  his  attention  were  seriously  directed 
to  it  only  for  a  single  hour.  The  ideas  of  ma- 
jesty, of  grandeur,  and  of  omnipotent  energy 
which  this  singlo  circumstance  is  calculated  to 
inspire,  are  such  as  irresistibly  to  lead  the  mind 
to  the  contemplation  of  a  Being  whose  perfections 
are  incomprehensible,  and  whose  ways  are  past 
finding  out.  Yet,  I  believe,  it  may  be  affirmed 
with  truth,  that  more  than  one  half  of  the  Chri»- 
tian  world  are. ignorant  that  such  a  fiict  exists  \* 
such  is  the  indifference  and  the  apathy  with  which 
many  religionists  view  the  woixieffful  works  of 
God. 

It  was  chiefly  owing  to  sudi  rriminal  inatten- 
tioa  to  the  displays  of  the  Divine  Character  in 
the  works  of  creation,  that  the  inhabitants  of  tbo 
Pagan  world  plunged  therasdves  into  all  the 
absurdities  and  abominations  of  idolatry.  *'  For 
the  invisible  things  of  Gkxl,  even  his  etemal.power 
and  godhead,  are  clearly  seen  in  the  things  that 
are  made,"  if  men  would  bat  open  their  eyes, 
and  exercise  their  powers  of  intelligence.  **  The 
heavens  declare  the  glory  of  Jehovah ,"  they  de> 
clare  it  to  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth. 
'*  There  is  ao  speech  nor  language  nihere  their 
voice  is  not  heard  :  their  line  is  gone  out  through 
all  the  earth,  and  their  words  to  the  end  of  ^ 
world." 

**  In  reason's  ear  they  all  rejoice, 
And  utter  forth  a  glorious  voice ; 
Forever  singing,  as  they  shine, 
'  The  hand  that  made  us  Is  divine.*  '* 

But  the  Heathen  world  did  not  listen  to  the  in- 
structions thus  conveyed,  nor  did  they  apply 
their  understandings,  as  they  ought  to  have  done, 
te  trace  the  invisible  things  of  God,  from  the  visi- 
ble displays  of  his  character  and  perfections,  in 
the  universe  around  them.  "  They  became  vain 
■in  their  imaginations,  and  their  foolish  hearts 
were  darkened  ;  and  professing  themselves  to  be 
wise,  they  beeame  fools."  While  '*  the  harp 
and  the  viol,  the  tabret,  the  pipe,  and  the  wino 
were  in  their  feasts,  they  regarded  not  the  works 
of  the  Lord,  nor  considered  the  operations  of  bis 
hands."  '*  Wherefore  they  were  given  up  by  God 
to  induljie^'  in  vile  affections,  and  **  to  worship 
•and  serve  the  creature  rather  than  the  Creator, 
who  is  blessed  for  ever."    And,  even  under  the 

*  Here  I  refer  simply  to  the  apparent  motion  of 
the  heavens— leaving  every  one  to  form  his  own 
opinion  as  to  the  other  alternative— the  motion  of  tha 
eartli.  In  either  case  the  mind  is  overpowerwl  with 
ideas  of  grandeur  and  of  Almighty  power.  See  this 
topic  more  particularly  Ulustrated  in  "  Christ.  PUla- 
sopbfix," 
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Christian  dinpensttion,  we  have  too  much  reafon 
to  fear,  that  eflfectt  somewhat  analogous  to  the^e 
have  b«cn  prfxJuced,  and  a  upecies  of  mental  idol- 
atry practised  by  thousands  who  have  professed 
the  religion  of  Jesus;  owing  to  their  inattention 
to  the  visible  Ofierations  of  Jehovah,  and  to  their 
not  connecting  thern  with  the  displays  of  hia 
character  and  agi^ncy  as  exhibited  in  the  revela- 
tions (if  his  word. 

THE   THIRD    COMMA  ITDME If T. 

Thou  ihaU  not  take  the  name  of  the  L/frd  tiy  God 

invain. 

The  name  of  any  person  is  that  which  distin- 
guishes him  from  other  individuals.  Whatever 
word  is  employed  to  distinguish  any  obji-ct, 
whether  animate  or  inanimate,  is  its  name.  In 
like  manner,  the  Notm  of  God  is  that  by  which 
be  is  distinguished  from  all  otlier  beings.  It  in- 
cludes those  ierma  which  express  his  nature  and 
ciiaractor,  as  Jehovah — those  titles  by  which  his 
relation  to  his  creation  is  designated,  as  "  The 
Creator  of  the  ends  of  the  earth, — The  Father  o€ 
mercies,^The  God  of  salvation,"  &c. — the  at^ 
tribviea  of  which  he  is  possessed,  as  his  Eternity, 
Onuipotence,  Holiness,  Justice,  ftc.^he  toorfcs 
which  he  has  exhibited  in  heaven  and  on  earth— 
the  movements  of  his  Providence,  and  the  Reve- 
laiionx  of  his  word.  By  every  one  of  these,  the 
charai^ter  of  God  Is  distinguished  from  that  of 
all  other  beings  in  the  universe  In  relation  to 
this  name  or  character  of  the  Divine  Being,  it  is 
solemnly  commanded  that  "  we  are  not  to  take  it 
in  vain," — that  is,  we  are  not  to  use  any  of  the 
titles  or  designations  of  the  Divine  Majesty,  for 
trifling,  vain,  or  evil  purposes  ;  nor  are  we  to 
treat  any  displays  of  his  character  with  levity, 
profaneness,  or  irreverence. 

We  violate  this  command,  when  we  use  the 
name  of  God,  in  common  discours«>,  in  a  light  and 
irreverent  manner,  when  we  interlaid  our  con- 
versations with  unnecessary  oaths  and  assevera- 
tions in  which  this  name  is  introduced ;  when  we 
•wear  to  what  we  kiK>w  to  be  false,  or  when  we 
multiply  oaths  in  reference  to  vain  and  trifling 
concerns ;  when  we  imprecate  curses  and  dam- 
nation on  our  fellow-creatures ;  when  we  ap- 
proach God  in  prayer,  without  those  feelings  of 
reverence  and  awe,  which  his  perfections  do- 
nmnd ;  when  we  swear  by  any  object  in  heaven 
or  in  earth,  or  by  the  false  deities  of  the  heatlien 
world ;  when  we  treat  his  wonderful  works  with 
indiflference  or  contempt ;  when  we  endeavour  to 
caricature,  and  misrepresent  them,  or  attempt  to 
throw  a  veil  over  their  gk>ry ;  whpn  we  insinuate 
that  his  roost  glorious  and  magnificient  works 
were  made  for  no  end,  or  for  no  end  worthy  of 
that  infinite  wisdom  and  intelligence  by  which 
they  were  contrived ;  when  we  overlook  or  deny 
the  Divine  Agency,  which  is  displayed  in  the 
operatioos  of  nature ;  when  we  murmur  and  re- 


pine at  hii  moral  diapeuilioiu,  or  tnat  it 
raigtity  moveonenta  of  hie  pravideace, 
in  ancient  or  in  modem  tines,  with  « 
levity,  with  ridicule, or  withcoateMptiwIwe 
treat  the  revelationa^of  the  Bible  wiib  iodiiimMS 
or  with  scorn  ;  when  we  make  the  <leelantiaMtf 
that  book,  which  unfolds  to  at  Uieaubliasaad 
adorable  character  of  Jehorah,  the  anbjeeiofawr* 
riment  and  jest ;  when  we  endeftTour  to  iknm 
upon  them  contempt  and  ridicule,  with  the  view 
of  undcniiining  their  divine  authority ;  and  wbci 
we  sneer  at  the  public  and  private  wonAiipcifGei, 
and  at  the  ordmancee  which  he  faath  appaiaMd. 
— ^In  all  these  and  many  other  ways,  tlw  naaacf 
Grod  is  profaned,  his  diaracter  repvoacbsd,  Mi 
that  reverenoe  of  the  Divine  Being,  wlndl  is  tki 
foundation  of  all  religion  and  moral  order,  Uidct> 
mined  and  subverted. 

When  the  name  or  the  titles  by  whieb  a  fellow- 
mortal  is  distinguished,  are  mide  the  snbieet  d 
banter  and  ridioile  in  every  com|waj,«heatbiy 
are  brought  forward  for  the  purpose  of  givincH 
edge  to  a  sarcastic  sneer ;  and  when  his  essploy 
meats  and  tlie  works  he  has  constructed  are  es» 
temned,  and  associated  with  eveiy  thing  that  ■ 
ntean  and  degrading ;  it  is  an  evidence  dP the Issv 
estimation  b  which  be  is  held  bf  the  imiiviW 
who  does  so,  and  has  a  tendency  to  Jiihssi  Us 
character  in  the  eyes  of  others.  On  tbssann 
principle,  the  profanation  of  the  name  of  God,  has 
an  evident  tendency  to  lessen  our  admiration  cf 
the  Majesty  of  Heaven,  and  to  banish  from  lbs 
mind  every  sentiment  of  veneration  and  reve> 
rence.  The  man  who  can  deliberately  violals 
this  command,  from  day  to  day, — thus  ofieriaga 
continual  insult  to  his  Maker— prodaisBS  to  al 
around,  that  he  has  no  emotions  of  reverence  mi 
affection  towards  that  Almighty  Being,  whom 
power  upholds  the  fabric  of  heaven  and  earth,  asd 
who  dispenses  life  and  death  to- whomsoever  be 
pleases.  *'  He  stretcheth  out  his  hand  agaimt 
God,  and  strengtheneth  himself  against  the  Al- 
mighty." Ho  proclaims  to  every  refle^ing  ausd, 
that  pride,  enmity,  rebellion,  and  irreverence^ 
are  deeply  seated  in  his  heart,  and  that  "  ihefsst 
uf  God,"  and  the  solemnities  of  a  future  jodg* 
ment  "  are  not  before  his  eyes." 

Were  the  violation  of  this  hiw  to  become  ssi- 
venal  among  men — the  name  of  Gkx),  among  afl 
ranks,  ages,  and  conditions  of  life,  wouki  be  a^ 
sociated,  not  only  with  every  trifling  diseovfis 
and  altercation,  but  with  every  species  of  ribak^ 
ry  and  obscenity.  The  lisping  babe  wooM  kt 
taught  to  insult  tliat  Mighty  Being,  frnm  whoa 
it  so  lately  derived  its  existence ;  and  the  maa  d 
hoary  hairs,  even  in  the  agonies  of  death,  woaU 
pass  into  the  eternal  state,  imprecating  the  saf 
goance  of  his  Maker.  All  reverence  lor  Jshsfflhi 
would,  of  course,  be  banished  firoan  aoctely;  lA 
temples  wouldlM  erected  to  his  honoar ;  no  MUiL 
adorations  of  the  heart  wottkl  asc^id  tohis  throns; 
no  vows  would  be  paid  ;  no  ibrma  of  worship  ip- 
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poiBted ;  BO  tribute  ofthanlngiTing  aad  fratitoda  with  emo:kMM  of  affectioa  nmd  of  awo  would  hb 

would  be  offered  to  hie  name,— but  the  Toice  of  worship{>ers  approach  him  in  prayer,  in  praise,  ia 

pio&aitj  and  of  execration,  among  high  and  low,  contemplaiien,  and  in  all  (he  forvicea  of  his  sanc- 

ricii  and  poor,  the  jromig  and   the  old,  in  everv  tuary.     'I'he  whole  earth  woald  be  consecrated 

locial    iatercoarae,   and  in  erery  transaction,  as  one  frrand  temple,  from  which  a  grateful  ho 

would  reeoaod  tkroaghent  all  lands.    Ne  moiir«a  mage  WiKild  ascend  from  the  hearts  and  from  the 

to  excite  to  moral  action,  would  be  dnrivod  kom  lips  of  milliens  of  devout    worshippers,  in  all 

tlie  aatherity  and  the  omnipresence  of  (Sod,  and  plactM,  from  the  rising  to  the  setting   sun.    In 

rrom  a  consideration  of  his  future  retributions;  the  domestic  circle,  in  the  social  club,  in  the 

for  his  character  would  be  reproached,  and  his  .  convivial  meeting,  in  the  streets,  in  **  the  high 

■otfioritj   tran^pled  under    foot  by   all    people,  places  of  the  city,"  in  t!ie   public  walks,  in  the 

"  They  woidd  aet  their  meutin  against  the  hea-  councils  of  (he  natiom,  and  in  every  other  inters 

fwis  in  their  blasphemous  talk,'^  and  they  would  course  of  human  beings,  the  aasM  of  God  would 

My,  "  How  doth  God  know,  and  is  there  know-  never  be  mentioned  nor  his  diaraeter  alluded  to, 

bdge  in  the  Most  Higfaf"    *'  What  is  the  AU  but  with  feelings  of  profound  and  reverential  awe. 

mighty  that  we  shoaM  serve  him,  and  what  profit  His  works  would  be  contumphtled  with  admira- 

■hall  wa  have,  if  we  pray  onto  him?"    **  The  tinn,  with  reverence,  and  with  gratitude,  as  pro- 

Loffd  doth  not  aee,  neirher  doth  the  God  of  Jacob  chiiming  the  glory  of  his  kingdom,  the  depths  of 

rafwd  at."    EBa  wmiderfal  works  would  either  his  wisdom,  and  the  extent  «if  his  power.    His 

be  nverboked,  or  treated  with  contempt,  or  as-  mighty  movements  anKiag  the  nations  wouU  be 

Bribed  to  the  blind  operation  of  chance  or  of  fate.  *  regarded  with  submission  and  reverence,  as  ac- 

niey  would  be  represented  as  accomplishing  no  complishing  the  eternal  purposes  of  his  will,  and 

■ady  aa  displaying  no  wisdom,  and  as  controlled  his  holy  word  would  be  perused  by  all  classes  of 

bf  no  mtcAligent  agen<7.    Their  afpareni  irre-  men  with  affection  ami  delight,  as  the  oracle 

gidnritiee  and  delects  would  be  magnified,  and  which  proclaims  the  glories  of  his  nature  and  the 

■qwifiated  upon  with  diabolical  delight ;  while  excellence  of  his  laws,  the  blessings  of  his  salva- 

iie  fiorioua  evidences  they  exhibit   of  infinite  tion,  and  the  path  which  conducts  to  eternal  feli- 

iriedkMa  nod  beneficence  wouki  be  thrown  com*  city  in  the  life  to  come.    Such  are  seme  of  the 

lietely  into  the  shade.    The  dispensations  of  his  delightful  effects  which  would  follow,  were  a  seo- 

fiTDTidenee  would  be  viewed  as  an  inextricable  timent  of  profound  reverence  to  pervade  the 

■nxe,  without  order  or  design,  directed  by  chance,  whole  mass  of  human  beings  ;— and  correspond- 

umI  by  the  ever^^varyiag  caprice  of  human  beings,  ing  sentiments  of  love  and  affection  for  each  other, 

flia  ▼enerable  word  would  universally  b«come  would  be  the  necessary  and  unceasing  accom- 

Jm  auljeet  of  merriment  and  laughter ,^a  topic  poniments  of  respect  and  veneration  for  their 

or  tlM  exercise  of  ribaldry  and  ridicule,  and  a  common  Parent. 


for  enlivening  the  unhallowed  song  of  the 

Irunknrd.  The  moat  solemn  scenes  which  it  die-  the  fourth  comma WDinirT. 

ilnye,  and  ks  most  joyfhl  and  alarming  declara-  u  R^^nember  tht  Sabbath  d(^,to  he^  U  hofy. 

ioM,  wooU  be  equally  treated  with  lev.ty  and  ^^  ^,  ^^   ^f^^  ,^^^  and  do  ofl  % 

»itoni|>t..|-Sudi  are  some  of  the  impjouj  pnc-  roork;buithe  neventh  dag  Utile  SMaih qftk* 

,i0on,  nod  horrible  enects  which  would  follow,  if  j^^  ^^  q^  »  «^^ 

im  anno  of  Jehovah  were  universally  profaned.  ' 

rbe  very  name  of  religion  would  be  blotted  out  This    commandment  obviously  enjoins   the 


the  earth,  its  forms  abolished,  iu  sanctimis  Mtting  apart  of  one  day  in  seven,  as  a  day  of  rest 

Ufltegarded,  its  hiws  violated,  virtue  and  piety  from  worldly  labour,  and  as  a  portion  of  time  te 

lauhilated,  the  flood-gates  of  every  evil  burst  be  devoted  to  the  devotional  exercises  of  religion, 

»pna,nad  moral  order  entirely  subverted.  and  particularly  to  the   public  worship  of  Qod, 

Ob  the  other  hand,  universal  reverence  of  the  It  was  given  forth,  not  merely  to  display  the 

Mune  and  character  of  God  would  lead  to  the  Sovereignty  of  the  Lawgiver ;  but  to  promote 

iractiee  cf  all  the  duties  of  piety  and  morality,  both  the  sensitive  and  the  intellectual  enjoyment 

rhn  Meet  High  weuM  be  recognised  with  senti-  of  man.    "  The  Sabbath,*'  says  our  Saviour, 

mtmM  of  veneration  at  all  times;  and  the  silent  "  was  made /or  mmn^  and  not  man  for  the  Sab* 

idhnntiuiie  of  the  heart  would  flow  out  towards  bath." 

nm  In  nB  plaeea;  in  the  house,  and  in  the  street,  It  was  made  for  man,  in  the  Jlrtt  place,  aa  m 

m  dM  boeemof  the  forest,  and  m  the  fertile  plaia,  dc^  ofreM.    In  this  point  of  view,  it  is  a  nxwt 

■  the  dty,  nnd  in  the  wilderness,  under  the  wise  and  merciful  appointment,  especially  when 

fciiiiw  of  night,  and  amidst  the  ^endoors  of  day.  we  conaider  the  present  condition  of  nankind,  a0 

a  mmj  place,  temples  wouU  be  erected  for  his  doomed  to  labour,  and  toil,  and  to  the  endurance 

ivnUp,  hallelujalM  of  praise  would  ascend,  and  of  many  sorrowa.    When  we  reflect  on  the  ty- 

'  laoaane  And  a  pure  offering"  be  presented  te  raonical  dtspoaitiona  which  prevail  anong  man* 


iiBUM.    With  revofence  and  godly  fear,  with    kind,  on  the  powerful  influence  of  avarice  over 
viMM  eThii  HMfniieoMO  Md  g|ary(,    thahaDMBMind,  tadeathealflMat  lalalaboeMe 
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oTbenevoIence  anJ  compassion  towardx  jiiitTr-rinv  in  it«  train  an  increaae  oflaboar^— AeoatiaK^M* 

humanity,  wher«v«r  such  ditptsiiUms  prt'iiomi-  ries  of  toilsome  and  unrvmittiog  eienion,  «Mdk 

nate,  we  cannot  but  oiimirt*  the  wuJom  ami  Se-  would  wasTe  their  animal  poweri,  cat  rimrl  Ai 

nevolence  of  the  Creaior.  in  the  appoii)imcnt  of  years  of  their  mortal  ezistencefl,  "make  tfan 

a  weekly  jubilee  for  the  rest  anl  rerr«-slini'>nt  of  lives  bitter  with  hard  bondage/*  and  deprive  iImi 

labourers  spent  wi:h  toil.    On  lhi«  day.  ihe  mas-  of  some  of  the  sweetest  enjoyments  which  they 

ter  has  an  opportunity  of  divesting  hi^  mind  of  now  possess. 

worldly  cares  and  anxieiicn,  tho   servant  of  ob-         And  as  the  sabbath  was  app(iiiilr>d  fi>r  therert 

taininz  liberty  and  respite  from  his  toiisomp  em-  of  man,  so  it  «a!i  also   intended  as  •  seasua  of 

ployments ;  and  labourers  of  every  clajci,  of  en-  repose  for  tho  inferior  unimaU  which  labour  ftr 

joying  repose  in  the    bosom  of   their  fdinili<>9.  our  profit.     "  The  seventh  day  is  the  Sabba'li  «f 

Such,  however,  are  the  avaricious  dij«|>o<ti-ions,  the  Lord  thy  God;  in  it  thou   sbalt  not  do  117 

and  the  contracted  views  of  a  r^reat  proportion  of  work,  thou,  nor  thy  ton,   nor  thy  daoghter,  t)^ 

mankind,  that  ihey  arc  apt  to  regard  the  instiitu-  tnnn-servatit,  northy  maid-«erTant,  nor£Jlgrratf(r, 

lion  of  the  Sabbath  as  an  obstruction  to  the  ad>  nor  the  stranger  that  is  within  thy  gate!«."  Tkb 

▼anceroentof  their  worldly  interests.     They  will  injunction  exhibits  the  compassionate  care  tad 

calculate  how  much  labour  has  been  lost  by  the  tendemej»  of  tJie  Creator  in  a  very  amiable  sad 

rest  of  one  day  in  seven,  and  how  much  wealth  im|>res8tve  point  of  view.    It  shows  us,  that  ifai 

intg:hi  have  been  gained,  had  the  Sabbath  not  in-  enjoyments  of  the  lowest  ranks  of  srnsiiive  em* 

tervened  to  interrupt  their  employments.     But  tenco  are  not  beneath  his  notice  and  regard.  Ai 

all   such  selfish  calculations,  even  in   a  worldly  ho  knew  what  degree  of  relaxation  was  netresiaiy 

point  of  view,  proceed  on  the  principles  of  a  for  the  comlbrt  of  the  labouring  animals,  and  11 

narrow  and  short-sighted  policy.     We  know  by  he  fttresaiv  that  the  avarice  aind  cruelty  of  ami 

experience,  that,  on  the  six  day<t  out  of  seven  would  endeavour  to  deprive  them  of  their  daeie- 

appointed  for  labour,  all  the  operaiions  requisite  [jose,  so  he  has  secured  to  them,  by  a  law  vt.iek 

for  the  cultivation  of  the  fields,  and  for  tlie  mnnu-  is  toconrinue  in  force  so  kmg  as  the   earth  ci> 

facture  of  every  useful  article  for  the  conifi>rt  of  dures,  the  rest  of  one  day  in  seven  in  oonuiMQ 

mankind,  can  be  performed  with  ease,  and  with-  with  their  proprietors  and  superiots.     And  thii 

otit  the  least  injury  to  any  class  of  men.     And  privilege  they  will  undoubtedly  enjoy  hereafier, 

w|iat  more  conM  be  accomplished,  although  the  in  a  more  eminent  degree  than  tht-y  liave  jM 

Sabbuth  were  converted  into  a  day  of  labour?  done,  when  man  himself  shall  bo  induced  to  psj 

Were  this  violation  of  the  divine  command  to  a  more  cordial  and  unreserved  obedience  to  ihii 

bfcomo  universal,  it  might  be  shown  that,  instead  divine   precept, — when  '*  he  shall  call  the  Sib- 

of  producing  an  increase  of  wealth,  it  would  irf*  bath  a  delight,  and  the  holy  of  the  Lord  hooov- 

fallibly  produce  an  increase  of  toil  and   misery  able." 

iu  relation  to  the  great  mass  of  mankind,  \\  irhout        Again,  the  Sabbath  was  appointed  for  man,  ass 

any  corresponding  pecuniary  compensation.    Tho  waaon  for  piout  recollediont  and  reUgiotu  eonttwh 

labouring  class  at  present  receive  little  more  wa-  pladon.     **  Remember  the  Sabbath  day,  to  kttpri 

ges  than  is  barely  sufficient  to  procure  the  neces-  holy"  Amidst  the  numerous  cares  and  laboriuas 

varies  of  life.     If  their  physical  strength  would  employments  of  human  life,  it  is  impossible  to 

fiermit  them  to  work  ei^rhtcen  hours  a  day,  in-  fix  the  mind,  f^r  any  length  of  time,  on  the  diviae 

stead  of  twelve,  it  is  beyond  a  doubt,  that,  in  a  glory,  as  displayeii  in  the  works  of  crealkia,si 

very  short  time,  the  work  of  eighteen  hours  would  the  important  facts  and  doctrines  ofrevc^aled  reK* 

bo  demanded  by  their  employers  for  the  price  of  gion,  and  on  the  grand  realities  oTthe  life  tocooe. 

twelve — particularly  in  all  cases  where  a  siiffi-  And,  therefore,  if  the  labouring  classes  enjoyed  so 

cient  ntmiber  of  labourers  can  be  easily  obtained,  regular  season  of  repose   for  serious  reflrcfioni 

In  like  matmnr,  were  the  Sabbath  to  be  used  a.s  a  and  religious  instruction,  the  objects  of  religios 

day  of  labour,  the  wages  of  seven   days  would  would  soon  beenlirly  neglocted,  and  theimpref> 

soon  be  reduced  to  what  is  now  given  for  the  la-  sion  of  a  future  workl  evanish  frvNn  the  laiDd. 

b'liir  of  six.     In  the  first  instance,  indeed,  before  But  in  the  wise  arrsngements  of  the  beneBccst 

such  a  change  was  thoroughly  effected,  the  la-  Creator,  an  opportunity  is  af!brded  toaR  ranksof 

bouring  part  of  the  community  would  acquire  a  men  fir  cultivating  their  moral  ind  inteUedsal 

seventh  part  more  wages  every  week  than  they  powers,  and  for  directing  them  to  the  study  snd 

did  befora ;  and  men  unaccustomed  to  reflection,  contemplation  of  the  most  giariooi  and  interosfag 

and  who  never  look  beyond  a  present  temporary  objects.  As  the  Sabbath  was  originally  insdhit* 

advantage,  woiikl  imagine  that  they  had  acquired  ed  as  a  sacred  memorial  of  the  finishmf  tflbt 

a  new  resource  for  Increasing  their  worldly  gam.  work  of  creation,  so  it  isobvloaa  dial  tbseon* 

But,  in  a  very  riiort  time,  when  the  affairs  of  the  templation  of  the  fiibric  of  the  univise,  aadcf 

social  state  were  brought  to  a  certain  equilibri-  the  perfections  of  its  Almighty  Anthor 

urn,  they  wouU  be  miserably  andeceived ;  and  displayed,  ought  to  form  one  part  of  the  1 

the  abolition  of  the  Sabbath ,  instead  of  bringing  of  this  holy  day ;  and,  eonse^oently,  that  i 

tlong  with  it  an  iDcraaM  of  wealth,  would  cany  tioMofilriiiubjeetoa^telM(ir«i|aMilyl 
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View  of  the  mind  ia  those  diicouraes  dtrvcting  the  train  of  our  devotional  fxt^rriiee, 

deliTered   in  the  a«<H^mbIioj  of  the  ar«*  full  of  this  ■uhj«cl,  and  i^ontain  upecimi'mi  of 

ince   the  rofernices   to  this  subject,  ulrva'tnd  Mntiincnt.'4,ufsubli'ne  devotion,  iiicom- 

the  whole  of  divine  revelation,  are  so  parably  supnrior  to  what    is  to  be  found  in  any 

id  so  explicit,  it  is  evidfni,  tliat   the  other  rf*cord,  whoiher  apcient  or  modem.*    But 

tended  that  this  araizinj;  wofSc  of  his  man,  wjuise  nnhallowiHi  hand  pollutes  and  de- 

coQtemplattd  with   ailmiration,   and  gradns  every  portion  of  revelation  which  he  at- 

ep  and  reverential   im[ir<M!sion  upon  Itmipls  to  improve,  has  either  endeavourtHJ    to 

I.     To  call  to    remembrance  a  fieriod  set  aitide  the  literal  and    sublime   references  of 

a  was  no  terraqueou*   globe,  no   sun,  the«c  divine  c«Mn(K>sitionfl,  or  to   8ub«iifute  in 

nor  planets,  nf»r  starry  firmament,  when  Uieir  place  the  vai^ue  and  extravagant  fiuicies 

lid  inanity  reined  throughout  the  infi-  of  weak  and   injudicious   mindj,  for  directing 

-to  listen  to  th^  voice  of  God  resound-  the  devotional  exercises  of  Christian  churcheK.f 

I  the  regions  of  boundless  ^pacc,  '*  lkt  As  the  book  of  Qod  is  the  only  correct  standard 

:  light;  and  light  was"— to  behold  of  religious  worship,  so  our  devotional  ex  ftrcises 

uids  of  spacious  suni  instantly  lighted  both  in  public  and  in  private,  ought  to  be  chiefly, 

oounand — to  trace  the  mighty  masses  if  not  solely,  directed  by  the  examples  of  devo» 

Btary  %vodd.<i  projected  from  the  hand  of  tion  contained  in  the  inspired  writings,  which 

tee,  and  running  their  ample  circuits  are  calculated  to  regulate  and  enliven  the  pkws 

pidity  nhich  overwhelms  our  concep-  exercises  of  men  of  every  age  and  of  every  clime, 

contemplate  the  globe  on  which  we  But,  the  celebration  of  Jie  work  of  creation  if 

rging  from  darkneas  and  confusion  to  not  the  only,  nor  the  principal  exercise  to  which 

>rder :  adorned  with  diversified  scenes  we  are  called  on  the  Christian  sabbath.     Had 

ind  of  sublimity,wiih  mountains,  and  nmn  continued  in  primeval  innocence,  this  would 

ih  rivers,  and  seas,  and  oceans ;  and  probably  have  constituted  his  chief  employment. 

'  variety  of  shaile  and  colour  ;  cheered  But  he  is  now  called  to  celebrate,  in  conjunction 

lelody  of  the  feathered  songsters,  an  J  witli  tliis  exercise,  a  most  glorious  deliverance 

roice  of  man,  the  image  of  his  Maker,  from  sin  and  misery,  eflfeoted  by  the  Redeemer 

ttle  before  eternal  silence  had  prevailed,  of  mankind.     And,  for  this  reason,  the  Sabbath 

t  OQ  the  Almighty-  energy,  the  bound-  has  been  changed  from  the  seventh  to  die  find 

gence,  and  the  overflowing  beneficence  day  of  the  week,  in  memorial  of  the  resurrection 

in  this  amazing  scentf^>has  a  tendency  of  Christ,  when  ho  was  **  declared  to  be  the  Son 
and  expand  the  faculties  of  the  human 

to  excite  emotions  of  reverence  and  .  „         _*,._,„.      -    -  .•  -^  —  —  -- 

r.u      _  •     .     .n      .         fiu-    •  •  See  particularly  Pyilma  8, 19, 19, ».  83,  S5,  ••, 

of  the  omnipotent  Creator.     This  is  a  88,74,  99,  9t.  93.  91.  93.  »«,  too,  104, 107,  lU,  135,  136, 

h  the  eternal  Jehovah  evidently  intend-  iSo,  14>,  14<,  nr,  iin,  ftr..  Ac. 

tU  in  AVarliiBtinff  rMndrnhnnm  hw  irmn  *   '  '*®™  allUtle  to  ff^ventl  C0Uectiori<t  of  HytHnt 

J  I.      n  V  .  ?  T^          r  L  'l^  ^^^^^  ^^^  »*«'  IntrrK'ure,!  into  the  public  woVshIp 

ind  by  slU  Uie  inhabitant:!  of  the  heaven-  of  (nirlittUn  socii>tle»~nniiy  of  which,  containanum- 

It  is  the  mirror  of  the  Deity,  and  b*jrofvaj?uc."u»nu.Uiillriou<»entiments,andexlrava- 

.1   :»..».k  ^,u^  :«.^.>;ki»  r:^  .  .«  1  :»  gant  f-incles,  while  ihoy  entirely  oralt  many  of  those 

a  image  of  he  invisible  God  ;  and  it  S„;,j..^ts  on  which  the  msplrol  writers  delight  to  ex- 

groundwork  of  all  those  moral  dis-  patUito.    This  posltiuii  could  easly  be  Ulastratod  bj 

I    towarls   his    intelligent    ofllspring,  ah-imlnnce  of  examnlf'd,  were  It  expedient  in  this 

I                 III     -.u    .       -.    ■.    If    A    J  plaro.  I  am  firmly  of  opinion,  ihtt  the  pral?M  of  the 

I  run  parallel  with  eternity  il?eir.  And,  ciirlsttm  church  ou-lii  to  be  relebnited  In  Scripture- 

to  overlook  this  subject  in  the  exercises  lanfrwurf-^thnt  nclet'tions  for  this  purpoite  should 

ihath.  ia  to  throw  a  vuil  over  the  irloriea  **®  "**^®  ^"'™  ^^^  ^^^  "'  Pnalm-i,  the  Prophet\  and 

•aain,  is  10  inrow  a  veu  over  me  gioriea  ^^^  ^^^  Ta-«tam»nt  wrlierH,  which  shall  embody 

ty,  to  dHreganl  the  admonitions  of  his  every  sentiment  cxprwsseil  In  the  original,  without 

to  contemn  one  of  the  most  magnifi-  Pl*»«  or  commont.  an  I  b^;  as  nearly  as  possible  In 

..,,^.1: 1-     i.„^  ^r  rk;..:«-  .Jlr-^  the  very  wonts  of  Scrip!«re.    This  has  been  partly 

istouMhing  disjrfays  of  Divine  perfeo-  elToctei!  in  m  my  of  iii«  VMlm^  rontained  in  metrical 

ly  the  word  of  Jehovah  were  th'j   hea-  version,  used  in  tho  r;ro',ti.«li  Cluirch.  In  which  sim> 

»  And  nil  tKp  hoot  nTthMn  hv  thn  hr<>AtK  pHi'lty.  Miil  subUmii)r,  and  a  fftrtct  adherence  to  tha 

»,  and  all  the  host  of  them,  by  the  breath  h^^j^  ^,  ^  beautiftilly  exemplified.    In  this  case 

«tn.     tie  gatneretn  the  waters  of  tho  there  would  be  no  need  for  a  separate  hymn-book 

her  as  an  heap,  he  layeth  up  the  depth  for  Baptists,  Methodists,  Independents,  Hresbj^rl* 

.«»•   f  ^  .11  th.  «.^k  r*.r  (k.  T  /Sa  .  ans,  and  Episcopalians.    But,  when  a  poet  takes  an 

ises.  Let  all  the  earth  fear  the  Lord  ,  in,uiated  passajrc  of  Scripture,  and  spins  out  a  dox- 

inhabilants  of  the  world  stand  in  awe  en  stanzas  about  it,  be  ntiy  interweave,  and  most 

Por  he  spake,  and  it  wu  d<m^,  he  com-  frequenUy  doe^  as  many  fimcles  of  his  own  as  ha 

,.  ..    t!i^f\tii  pleases.  Were  the  ideas  contained  In  certain  hymna 

iBo  II  siooa  nsi.  to  y,^  painted  on  eaoTass,  they  would  represent,  el- 

a  coQtaand  which  never  was  abrogat-  ther  a  congeries  of  cl/)uds  and  mists,  or  a  ffroop  of  dli> 

hich  never  can  be  abrosated  in  relation  ^^^^  *?*  unnatural  objects.    And  why  shouU  such 

uiMi  iio*«.i  wui  uc  wru|(atcu  III  rciawuii  y^^^  fimcles,  and  liiiudicioiis   representations,  bo 

elligent  beings,  so  long  as  the  Creator  imposed  on  a  Christian  assembly  t  What  adlsfraca 

i  to  kMig  as  the  universe  remains  as  a  Is  thrown  upon  Christianity,  when  the  dUftrBntsacta 

mf  h,im  Z^mm,  .iwl  in*«lUMMM*«     TkAM  ^f  Christians  cannot  cordially  Join  togathor  la  the 

oThB  power  and  loteUi^ence.    Tho^  ««,,,,oii«ofthanksflTliif  MtfJftCtettdrooii. 

■fi  whkh  are  raooraed  is  ■eriptart  for  aoo  FWhtraDd  Loml 
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•f  God  with  power.**    In  this  d«4iTer«iice,  m  ve  subject  to  the  lUM  wutt  and  infirauiki,  W 

in  the  first  creation,  a  variety  of  the  grandest  exposed  to  the  same  sogrowrs  aad  aflietioai,ai 

and  most  interestinit  objects  is  presented  to  our  stand  in  need  of  the  same  bleMings  fiom  God/- 

view  : — The  Son  of  God  maniP^sted  in  the  flesh  it  is  highly  reasonable  and  beooming,  that  diil| 

—the  morml  image  oT  the  invisible  Creator  em-  should  frequently  meet  together,  to  offer  op  k 

bodied  in  a  human  form,  displaying  every  hea-  unison  theirthanksgiTuigaadpraiae  to  their  Qe» 

Tenly  disposition,  and  every  divine  virtue,  per>  tnon  Benefartnr,  and  to  supplicat*  the  tbrsastf 

forming  a  series  of  the  most  astonishing  and  bene*  his  mercy.     These  exercises  are  cwifCtrd  eiik 

Acent  miracles,  giving  sight  to  the  blind,  and  a  variety  of  interestinf  and  inqKtrtani  assodi* 

bearing  lo  the  d^,  making  the  lame  man  leap  tions.     In  the  public  assemblies  where  religiM 

as  a  hart,  and  the  tongue  of  the  dumb  to  sing,  re-  worship  is  performed,  "  the  rich  ami  the  pMT 

stormg  the  infuriated  maniac  to  the  exercise  of  meet  together.'*    Within  the  same  waBs,  tfaai 

reason,  commanding  diseases  to  fly  at  the  signal  who  would  never  have  met  io  any  other  dia» 

of  a  touch,  recalling  departed  spirits  from  the  in-  stances,  are  placed  exactly  in  the  same  sitiatiH 

risible  world,  raising  the  desd  to  life,  and,  on  before  Him  in  whose  preseoce  all  earthly  H^ 

every  occasion,  imparting  heavenly  instructions  tinctions  evanish,  and  who  it  the  Loni,  and  **  Al 

to  attending  multitudes.    We  behold  this  illus-  Maker  of  them  all.**    Here,  pride  aad  htflfM^ 

trious  personsge  suspended  on  the  cniss,  enoom-  ness  are  abased ;  all  aro  placed  en  (he  MM 

passed  with  the  waters  of  aflliction,  and  with  level  as  sinners  before  Him  "  who  ia  of  mni 

the  agonies  of  death ;  the  veil  nf  the  temple  rent  eyeathan  to  behold  iniquity ;  the  loltinaas  orMi 

b  twain,  from  the  top  to  the  bottom— Uie  rocks  is  humbled,  the  poor  are  raised  from  the  dasl,al 

of  mount  Calvary  rem  asunder — the  sun  covered  the  Lord  alone  ii  exalted  in  the  courts  of  his  hoi* 

with  blackness— darkness  surrounding  the  whole  ness.     Here,  cleanliness  and  decency  of  appMl 

land  of  Judea — the  graves  opening— the  dead  are  to  be  ntn^  and  human  natm  ^ipears,  WA 

arising,  and  the  Prinru  of  Life  consigned  to  the  in  its  physical  and  its  moral  grandeur.*    Heri^ 

mansions  of  the  tomb.    On  the  third  morning  civility  of  deportosent,  and  kindfy  aSecCioas  at 

after  this  solemn  scene,  "a  great  earthquake"  generally  displayed.    Here,  we  foel  oorsdvesii 

having  shaken  the  sepulchre  of  the  Saviour,  we  the  imtnediate  presence  of  Him  before  whomil 

behokl  him  bursting  the  prison-doors  of  the  tomb,  nations  are  as  the  drop  of  a  bockeC ;  we  fod  C0 

and  awakening  to  a  new  life,  which  shall  never  guilty  and  dependant  character,  and  snad,  ■ 

end— we  behokl  celestial  messengers,  in  resplen-  suppliants,  for  mercy  to  pardon,  and  for  gmes  Hi 

dent  forms,  descending  from  the  ethereal  regions  help  us  in  the  time  of  need.    Here,  kBewle4|l 

to  annoimce  to  his  disconsolate  disciples,  that  of  the  most  important  kind  ia  communkalsd  Is 

he  who  was  dead  '*  is  alive,  and  lives  for  ever-  assembled  muhitudes,  aluMSt  **  without  moDsy 

more  ;*'  we  behold  him,  at  lenirth,  bestowing  his  and  without  price.'*    Here,  the  pourest  beggari 

last  benediction  on  his  faithful  followers,  rising  the  youth,  and  the  man  of  hoary  baira,  may  leM 

abovetheconfinesofthisearthly  ball,  winging  his  the  character  of  the  true  God,  and  of  Jeni 

way  on  a  resplendent  cloud,  attended  by  myriads  Christ  whom  he  hath  sent— the  way  to  etereil 

ofangds,  throu;;h  distant  re^inns  which  **  eye  hath  happiness — the  sources  of  consolation  iwder  te 

n<K  s«wn  ;**  and  entering  "  into  heaven  itself,  there  afflictions  of  life— and  the  duties  they  owe  Ii 

to  appear  in  the  presence  of  God  for  us."     In  their  Creator,  and  to  all  manknid.     In  a  wovdi 

the  redemption  achieved  by  this  glorious  person,  here  the  sinner,  in  the  midst  of  bis  unhaHowsd 

we  are  directed  to  look  hack  on  that  scene  of  courses,  is  arousted  to  consideration ;  and  here 

misery  in  which  sin  has  involved  the   human  the  saint  is  animated  and  enoonraged  in  hii 

race,  and  to  those  "  regions  of  sorrow  snd  dole-  Christian  journey,  and  enjoys  a  foretaste  of  tbs 

fill  shades,"  from  which  his  mercy  has  delivered  blessedness  of  heaven,  and  an  earnest  of  the  de> 

us ;  and  to  look  forward  to  a  complete  deliverance  lightful  intercourses  and  employments  of  **tki 

from  moral  evil,  to  a  resurrection  from  the  grave,  saints  in  light.'* 

to  a  general  assembly  of  the  whole  race  of  Adsm  Let  us  now  sappose,  for  a  moment,  that  tbs 

—to  the  destruction  and  renovation  of  this  vast  Sabbath,  and  its  exercises,  were mnvcrssl^  sft#> 

globe  on  which  we  dwell,  and  to  the  enjoyment  of  lUhed  from  the  civilized  worid.     What  wouhiba 

uninterrupted  felicity,  in  brighter  regions,  while  the  consequences  f    The  knowledge  of  the  trvi 

countless  ages  roll  away. — Such  are  some  of  the  Gh)d,  which  the  institution  of  the  Sabbath,  mom 

sublime  and  interesting  objects  which  we  are  than  sny  other  mean,  has  tended  to  perpetoaMf 

called  upon  to  contemplate  and  to  celebrate  on  would  soon  be  lost,  his  worship  abandoned,  aad 

the  day  appointed  for  the  Christian  sabbath— ob-  religion  and  moral  principle  bitriod  in  the  Aat 

jects  which  have  a  tendency  to  inspire  the  mind  In  Pagan  countries,  where  the  Sabhnth  is  im> 

withsacred  joy,  and  with  an  anticipation  of  no-  .-Bn.  t       trik       Mmtrmst.          in        hvakMl 

ble  employments  in  the  lifo  to  come.  pomt  of  view,  is  Resented  between  a  moSem  ss- 

Again,  tbe  Sabbath  was  appointed  as  a  stated  semblr  of  Christian  worshippers,  and  tbs  liiisons 

UH  are  oomsctad  by  huwsi'abU  ties,  u  thej  Hollander. 
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Um  Ihm  Qod  ii  Barer  adorad*  Uw  aoal  of  aad  haw  ben  feaerallj  ooneidired  •■  tnjoio- 

im  b  Jihmrf,  tail  peoetratet  iteeif  befin  the  ing  Uie  praetiee  of  ^m^  or  thoee  dntiee  wbicb 

pm  umI  flMK»,  and  even  before  deoMoe,  moo-  more  imoMdiatelj  reepect  <3od  ai  their  object. 

'  laecti,  rapcilae»  aad  blocka  of  wood  and  But  thejr  abo  indude  the  datiea  we  owe  to  oar^ 

Ib  FiaMa,  fUbere  the  Sabbath  waa  for  ietoai ;  for  in  yiefcUpg  obedjenee  to  thaea  reqHhna" 

taiaoaaoo  abolJAad,  ao  kquooa  phantom,  called  mente,  we  promote  onr  beet  inter eala  in  thia 

Ijpli  Otoddoaa  of  Raaaooi  waa  mdiatitated  io  the  world,  and  are  graduallj  prrpared  for  participa- 

Sof  the  Oaampotent  and  Bteraal  God ;  the  ting  in  the  eojo]rmenta  of  the  world  to  come, 

was  held  op' to  ridkule,  and  committed  lo  Theae  lawa  are  binding  upon  angela  and  arcb- 

aaaaof  aMS  waa.  degraded  to  the  lewl  of  aBgel«,anduponeTery  claaaofioteUigentbeingi, 

km  bratoot  hia  miod  waa  aaaimilated  to  a  piece  in  whatever  quarter  of  the  uaiverae  their  local 

t^dmjt  And  the  chaaring  praapacta  cf  immortali-  reaideoce  may  be  found,  aa  weU.aa  opoo  the  in- 

f.5»Mio  tramfetaiad  into  the  ahadca  of  aa  etamal  habitanta  of  the  earth.    The  ftorth  commaud- 

Igptal.   •Alhafaai,  Boaptieiam,  and  Paialiam,  al-  meat,  indeed,  in  ao  iar  aa  rpgarda  the  jNrficidar 

ItBfg  witraraaTly  piwrailed ;  the  lawa  of  morality  jMrfmi^Ciautobeaet  apartfer  the  worahipof 

iar«  tfHipted  onder  fool ;  and  aaircfay,  plota,  God,  may  poaaiUy  be  pe9uliar  to  the  inhabitanta 

HM^BBtioM^  ■aaeaerea,  and  legaliied  plmider,  of  our  world.    Even  althongjb  the  iolmbiianta  of 

B^aaw  "  the  order  of  the  day.'*— With  the  loaa  aoeh  a  world  aa  tho  pfaumt  Jnpiler  were  cooh 

1 9hm  kaowladga  of  God,  all  impreaaiooa  of  tho  manded  to  aet  apart  every  aeveoih  .Batmal  day 

HHmo  proaeBiea,  aad  all  aanae  of  aooountable-  for  the  aUted  public  wonhip  of  Qod,  the  propcv- 

i—  fcr  hmaa^  aafiona,  would  bedeetroyyd.  Tho  tioo  of  abaohtte  time  aUottad  for  thii  porpoee, 

MUminIa  of  raligioB,  aad  the  proapoet  of  a  ftttoro  would  aoc  be  the  aamo  aa  oura ;  for  the  natural 

adgoMBt,  wonii  no  kmgar  deter  from  tho  cona-  day  in  that  world  ie  «|ual  to  ady  tea  hoata  af 

liaainn  of  criiaaa ;  and  oothing  but  the  dread  our  time.    But  the  apirit  of  thia  precept,  or,  tho 

r  Che  doBgaoa,  the  gibbet,  or  the  nek,  wouU  principle  on  which  it  ie  founded,  mwt  be  eoonaoB 

aatiain  aMmkiad  fraaa  tho  coaataat  perpetiatioa*  toaUworlde.    For  we  can  eoocetvo  of  ao  daaa 

t«M  uallyt  iaiaatiao,  aad  daada  of  violeaflo.    No  of  iBtelligeBtcreatorea,oa  whom  it  iaaoloblK 

■•aaiMfOfBkA«aiaaaMdUed8Hdiitudee,woald  galory  todevoloaoertainportioaof  tiamfortlMr 

4toA"wap  toliwFBlherofaaerBiea;  novoieo  aocial  worahip  and  adoratioa of  tliair  Creator^ 

flfcaah^fivlBg  aad  praiae  would  aaeaod  to  the  and  for  commemorating  the  diaplaya  of  hia 

War  of  liw  akiaa;  tho  work  of  creatioo,  aa  Power  and  Benevolence;  and  aB  holy  intafil- 

iaplaf  iaa  the  paffeetiona  of  the  Deity,  wouU  geacea  wiD  cheerihily  jom  inaoch  eiefdaee,aad 

aaiaa  l»  ao  adaurad  aad  roaamemoratad ;  aad  will  coaaider  it  ea  amoat  enaohKag  aad  delight* 

>  of  Provideaoe,  aad  the  glorieo  ef  fol  privilege,  to  engage  at  atated  aeaaima,  akaa 

wodd  bo  overiooked  aad  diaregard-  with  their  followHwonhipperv,  in  admiring  and 

Thoporauitoftheobjectaoftimeandieoee,  extolling  the  Uncreated  Source  of  dieir  enjoyw 

oUob  can  bo  enjoyed  only  for  a  few  fleetiag  menta.    But  the  etated  aeaaona  appointed  by  the 

jaara,  wouU  abaorb  every  faculty  of  the  aoul ;  Creator  for  auch  aolemn  acta  of  wonfaip,  tho 

the   realitiea  of  the   eternal  world  wouU  manner  and  ciremnatancee  in  whieh  they  ahall 


bo  forgotten,  or  regarded  as  idle  dreama.  be  performed,  and  the  number  of  worahippwa  that 

Ii  abort,  were  the  Sabbath  aboliahed,  or,  were  may  asaentfile  on  auch  occaaiona,  may  be  difie* 

Aa  law  whieh  enforcee  ita  obeervance  to  be  re-  rent  in  different  worlds,  according  to  the  aitna- 

f  aad,  nun  woidd  be  doomed  to  apand  bia  mar-  tiona  in  which  they  are  placed. 

tal  osiatenee  in  an  onbroken  aeriea  of  ineeesant  The  fifth  oommanchnent,  to  whidi  I  am  now  to 

jihoar  aad  toil ;  hia  aiental  powera  wouU  lan^  advert,  is  one  of  thoee  moral  regulations  which 

gniah,  aad  his  bodily  atrei^th  would  be  apeedily  may  poesibly  be  peculi«ir  to  the  relatione  which 

waited.    Hahita  of  doanlioeaa,  civility  of  deports  eziat  in  our  world ;  at  least,  it  cannot  be  auppor 

BHPIf  iBd  daeency  of  apparel,  wouU  be  disre-  aed  to  BpfHj  to  the  inhabitanta  of  any  world 

paadod ;  and  the  peraeoa,  and  the  habitatioaa  of  wBere  the  relatwna  of  parenta  and  chikdren,  of 

tho  lahoaring  claaaea,  would  soon  reeemble  the  superiors  and  inferiora,  are  altogether  unknown. 

Stkiaaaa  aad  the  wretched  objecta  whieh  are  But,  in  the  circumstancee  in  whidi  man  is  plao- 

aoaa  la  the  kraal  of  a  Hottentot.    Their  minda  ed,  it  is  a  law  iadiapensably  rei^oiaite  for  pre* 

wauldaoithar  he  cheered  with  the  prospect  of  aea-  aerving  the  order  and  happineea  of  tho  aocial 

aaaa  af  atated  rapoae  in  thia  world,  nor  with  tho  ayatem.->-It  requiree  the  esereiae  of  thooa  di»> 

hoga  of  alamal  rest  and  joy  in  the  world  tocome.  poeitions,  and  the  performance  of  tiMoo  dutiea, 

which  are  incumbent  upon  mankind,  ia  Dhs  «a- 

TBC  FIFTH  COM MAtrDMcaT.  ,^^  ^^^^,^j^  ^  ^,jy^  thi^  mmdu  mth  ^Om. 

■^  FKfrwrflhr  PWW  mirf  Mh  ^^Ihrr  "  It,  couaequently,  inchidea  within  ita  ^Hrit  aad 

lamMrtlqffWieramttf^JVoeier,  refereocea.  the  dmieawbkhchiWren  owe  to  their 

1E%0  foar   preceding  eommandmeota,  wboaa  parenta,  and  pannta  to  their  chiMreo ;  the  dutiea 

iaiportanoe  I  have  endeavoured  to  iUuatrate,  were  of  huabanda  and  wives,  of  masters  and  aervanta, 

iffiBoDoa  a  aeparate  tablet  firomthoae  that  feOoWf  ef  toaehera  and  acholara,  af  brothafv  and  aia* 
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ton,  of  the  young  and  the  old,  and  of  ffovemors  the  af(ed  and  infirm  with  vnry  muk  of  ri^ 

and  their  ■ubjects ;  together  with  all  thoce  dia-  deriaioo,  and  coatempt ;  and  would  feel  a  4kit^ 

posttioDK  of  reverence^  subniiuion,  affection,  lica)  delight  in  vexing,  thwartiof ,  and  owmpam 

gratitude,  and  respect,  with  which  the  fierfor-  ing  their  superiore  in  age  and  alaiuai.    Voh 

mance  of  thene  duties  ought  to  be  accompanied,  atnjctiona  oouM  becooonuoicatad  bj  taarhrwi 

It  roust  also  be  considered  as  forbidding  every  guardians  to  the  rising  geoeimtioo;  fer  riot,  1^ 

thing  (hat  is  opposed  to  these  dij^^msitions,  and  aolence,  msult,  derisioo,  and  contiip(t<  w&M 

to  the  obedience  required;  as  coaiumacvi  re-  frustrate  every  effort  to  communicnto  kaawMp 

bellion,  and  want  of  respect,  on  the  part  of  chil-  to  a  youthful  group.    No  building  norflliMr*^ 

dren  towards  their  parents  ;  disobedience  of  ser-  of  art  could  be  commenoed  with  the  eeitaiipNr 

vants  to  the  reasonable  commands  of  Iheir  mas-  pect  of  being  ever  finished ;  for  its  profresi  warif 

ters;  and  every  principle  of  disaficction  and  of  depend  upon  the  whinia  and  hmnoanofAi 

insubordinaiioa  among  the  various  ranks  of  so-  workmen  employed,  who,  of  eouraei  would  t^ 

ciety.     That  all  this  is  included  within  the  range  joice  in  endeavouring  to  fitwlrala  the  plans  wi 

of  this  precept,  might  be  proved  from  the  princi-  wishei  of  their  employers.    No  regular  goiw 

pies  on  which  our  Saviour  explains  the  surtA  and  onent  nor  subordination  in  a  larfe 

tevenih  commandments,  in  his  Sermon  on  the  couM  possibly  exist ;  for  the  great  nuwi  of 

Mount,  and  from  the  ilkistrationa  of  these  duties  ty  wouki  endeavour  to  protect  every 

which  are  given  in  the  Apostolic  epistles,  and  uid  would  form  themselves  into  a  Icagiie  to  p» 

io  olhur  parts  of  Scripture.  vent  the  execution  of  the  laws.    These  eftdi 

Am  it  forms  no  part  of  my  plan,  to  enter  into  wouM  inevitably  fi>llow,  even  altboug[h  the  w 

any  particular  explanations  of  the  duties  required  quisiiion  contained  in  this  precept,  were  loki 

in  the  Decalogue,  which  have  frequently  been  viewed  as  confined  solely  to  the  revereaee  uL 

expounded  by  many  respectable  writers,  in  works  obedience  which  cfaiklren  owe  to  liMir  paiili 

panicuhirly  appropriated  to  this  object, — I  shall  For,  were  this  obedience  withdrawn,  and  ai«|^ 

■imply  illustrate,  in  a  few  words,  the  reasonable-  posite  disposition  and  conduct  nnifennly 

■eas  of  this,  and  the  following  precepts,  from  a  feated»  the  young  woaM  carry  the 

oonsideration  of  the  effects  which  wouM  follow,  tiona  which  they  displayed  towaida  dmr 

were  these  laws  either  universally  observed,  or  into  alt  the  other  scenes  and  relations 

wiiversally  violated.  fill  the  work!  with  anarchy  and  eonfi 

Were  this  law  to  be  reversed,  or  universally  it  woukl  be  needlesa  to  expatiate  en  this  topi^M 

violated,  it  is  impossible  to  form  an  adequate  it  nppeuB  obvious  to  the  least  lefledi^g  aiidk 

conception  of  the  dreadful  scene  of  anarchy  and  that  a  universal  violation  ef  this  law  wouU  q^H 

confusion    which    would    immediately  ensue,  unhinge  the  whole  fabric  of  sociatj,  and  wsiil 

Kvery  social  tie  would  be  torn  asunder,  every  soon  put  an  end  to  the  hannonioosintsrcosiarf 

relation  inverted,  every  principle  of  aubordina-  human  beings. 

tioo  destroyed,  every  government  overturned,        On  the  other  hand,  a  constant  and  UMvanal 

every  rank  and  order  ^  mankind  annihilated,  obedience  to  this  precept  would  prodaes  iick 

and  the  whole  assembly  of  human  beings  con-  effects  on   the  deformed  aspect  of  onr  woiU  m 

verted  into  a  discordant  mass  of  lawless  bandit-  would  transform  it  into  a  paradise  of  mhI 

ti.    Every  family  would  present  a  scene  of  riot,  beauty,  of  happiness  and  love.     Every  kmSlff 

confusion,  insubordination,  contention,  hatred,  would  exhibit  a  picture  of  peace  and  ooooottl,« 

tumult,   and  incessant  execration.    Instead  of  harmony  and    affection.    No  harsh  and  bitlar 

love,  peace,  unity,  and  obedience,  the  son  would  language,  no  strifes,  nor  jars,  nor  contestioii 

rise  in  rebellion  against  his  father,  and  the  father  would  ever  interrupt  the  delightful  Bow  of  raci^ 

«voold  insult  and  trample  under  foot  his  son.  To  rocal  affection  between  parents  and  children.  Na 

use  the  words  of  our  Saviour,  "  The  brother  longer  shouM  we  behoki  the  little  perverse  tn"^ 

would  deliver  up  the  brother  to  death,  and  the  hers  of  the  domestic  circle,  indulging  their  wfty 

father  the  chikl ;  and  the  children  would  rise  up  humours,  and  endeavouring  to  thwart  the  siiba 

against  their  parents,  and  cause  them  to  be  put  of  their  superiors,    nor  the  infiiriated  ptn^^ 

to  death ;  the  daughter  wouM  be  set  at  variance  stamping  and   raging   at  the   obstinacy  of  m 

against  her   mother,  and  the    daughter-in-law  children  ;  nor  shoukl  we  hear  the  grating  soia^ 

against  her  mother-in-law;  and  a  man's  foes  of  discord,  and  insubordination  whidi  now  it 

would  be  they  of  his  own  househokl.*'    Children  frequently  issue  from  the  fiimily  mansion.  T&fttJ 

would  be  unprovided  with  proper  food,  clothing,  parental    command    would    be    cheeriidly    wi 

and  instruction,  and   left  to  wander,  houseless  promptly  obeyed.     Reverence  and  filial  afKi^ 

and  forlorn,  as  vagabonds  on  the  fiu:e  of  the  earth  ;  tion  would  glow  in  every  youthful  breast  toward 

and  parents,  abandoned  by  their  children,  in  sick-  the  father  that  begat  him,  and  towards  the  modiff 

ness,  poverty,  and  okl  age,  would  sink  into  the  that  gave  him  birth.    Their  persons,  and  thsir 

grave  in  wretchedness  and  despair.     The  young,  charactors  wouM  be  regarded  with  veneraMa 

instead  of  "  rising  op  before  the  hoary  head,  aiM)  and  respect,  and  their  admonitiont  submitted  1i 

konotoiag  the  face  of  the  okl  man,"  wouU  treat  without  a  monnnr  or  complsint.    To  gladdfli 
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I  of  iMr  fwreiMa,  to  mo  at  tbo  lo«tt 
heir  will,  ip  share  in  their  henignant 
pprohation,  and  to  avoid  everj  species 
I  that  would  produce  the  least  uneasi- 
in  would  be  the  unceasing  ain  of  all 
ul  members  of  the  fiunily  circle.  In 
hey  would  smooth  their  pillows,  and 
tmir  Borrowsi  watch  like  guardian 
rod  their  bed,  drop  the  tear  of  affec- 
loor  the  balm  of  oomK>latioo  into  their 
spirits.  In  the  decline  of  life,  they 
lister  with  tenderness  to  their  support 
neot,  guide  their  feeble  steps,  sympa- 

thom  in  their  infirmities,  cheer  and 
heir  dejected  spirits,  and  render  their 
>  the  tomb  smooth  and  comfortable. 

delighted  would  every  parent  feel 
h  displays  of  tenderness  and  affection  ! 
•erhaps  nothing  in  the  whole  range  of 
oyment  that  creates  a  higher  and  more 
gratification  to  parents,  than  the  doti- 
Bctionate  conduct  of  their  offspring.  It 
iB  the  bitter  ingredients  of  human  life, 
.  relish  to  all  its  other  comforts  and  en- 
It  imparts  a  cootinoal  satisfkction 
ty  to  the  parental  breast ;  it  smooths 
Si  of  age }  it  cheers  the  spirits  under 
ties  of  declining  nature,  and  makes  the 
of  old  age  comfbnable  and  easy.  And 

I  satis&ction  thus  felt  by  parents  would 
mJ  into  the  bosom  of  their  children ; 
>k)  produce  a  union  of  interests,  a  cor- 
affection,  and  a  peace  and  tranquillity 

every  member  of  the  fiunily,  which  no 
currence  in  future  life  could  ever  effeo* 
roy. 

le  fiunily  circle  the  emanations  of  fflial 
d  spread  and  diffuse  themselves  through 
er  departments  of  society.  The  same 
ifve  and  dutiful  respect  which  tmited 
.*ed  parents  to  children,  and  children 
I,  would  unite  one  fiimily  to  another, 
)  to  another,  one  ciiy  to  another,  one 
3  another,  one  kingdom  and  empire  to 

II  all  the  tribes  cl[  the  human  race  were 
kindnera  and  affection,  as  one  great 

ooious  &roily.  Every  dutiful  child 
ome  a  faithful  and  obedient  servant,  a 
olar,  and  a  loyal  and  submissive  sub- 
I  fdaced  in  thoae  relations ;  and  wouki 
essing  and  an  ornament  to  every  so- 
hich  he  was  a  member.  J\nA  every 
d  affectionate  parent,  when  placed  in 
of  a  king,  or  a  subordinate  ruler,  would 
parental  affection  towards  every  men^> 
community  over  which  he  was  appoint- 
se  it  might  easily  be  shown,  that  an  un- 
ci and  universal  observance  of  this  sin- 
pt,  viewed  in  all  its ■  connexions  and 
would  completely  regenerate  the  world 
t  the  peace,  the  harmony,  and  the  pros- 
all  the  naCkxH  of  the  earth,  will  ulti- 


mately depend  o»  the  spirit  of  fiKaT  piety  being 
infused  into  every  family.  "  Honour  thy  father 
an  1  thy  mother,**  says  the  Apostle,  '<  which  is 
the  first  commandment  with  promise ;  thttt  if  may 
be  weU  with  thu,  and  ^uU  Unm  moyeit  titw  long 
t^on  the  aotk"  These  words,  which  are  fi'o- 
quently  repeated  in  Scripture,  are  not  empty 
sounds;  nor  ought  they  to  be  deprived,  even 
under  the  Christian  dispensation,  of  their  obviooa 
and  literal  meaning.  Filial  piety  has  a  natural 
tendency  to  produce  health,  long  life,  and  pro»- 
perity ;  and  couM  we  trace  the  whole  of  the  secret 
history  of  Providence  in  reference  to  this  precept, 
we  shoukl,  doubtless,  find  this  position  abundantly 
exemplified.  At  any  rate,  were  it  universal 
practised,  it  would  carry  along  with  it  a  train  of 
blessings  which  would  convert  the  tumults  and 
convulsions  of  nations  into  peace  and  tranquillity, 
and  transform  the  moral  wiMemets  of  this  woiid 
into  a  scene  of  verdure,  beauty,  and  bvelineai, 
whk^  wodd  enrapture  the  mind  of  every  moral 
intelligence;  and  among  its  other  benefits, 
**  lenfLh  of  days,  and  kmg  life  and  poace,"  wodd 
undoubtedly  "  be  added*'  to  the  other  eujoyuiets 
X  of  mankind. 

THB  SIXTH  COMMAITDlIUrr. 


*'TfumehaUnoimJ* 

This  precept  forbids  the  taking  away  of  tha 
life  of  sensitive  or  intelligent  existence.  The 
command  is  a^tolMfe,  without  the  least  excep- 
tion, as  it  stands  in  the  Decalogue ;  and  it  is 
unsversol,  extending  to  every  rational  and  moral 
agent.  It  implies  that,  as  every  sensitive  and 
every  intelligent  being  derived  its  existence 
from  the  omnipotent  Creator  of  heaven  and  earth, 
no  (me  has  a  right  to  deprive  it  of  that  existence, 
except  that  Being  by  whom  it  was  bestowed. 
And,  whatever  exceptions  to  the  universality  of 
this  law  may  be  admitted,  they  can  be  admitted 
only  on  the  authority  of  the  Lawgiver  himself, 
who  is  the  Original  Fountain  of  existence  to  all 
his  creatures.  The  principal  exceptions  to  this 
law  are  the  following:—!.  The  man  who  has 
violently  taken  away  the  life  of  another  \m  com- 
manded, by  the  authority  of  God,  to  be  put  to 
death.  **  Whoso  sheddeth  man's  blood,  by  man 
shall  his  bk>od  be  shed."  This  is  the  dictate  of 
reason  as  well  as  of  revelation ;  for  no  human 
power  can  recall  the  departed  spirit  or  re-animate 
the  lifeless  corpse,  and  no  adequate  compensatioii 
can  ever  be  given  for  such  a  crime.*  2.  The 
life  of  the  k>wer  animals  is  permitted  by  the  same 


«  Notwitfastandlnt  the  considerations  hers  stated, 
the  Author  Is  doubtful  whether  the  Creator  has  coa- 
ceded  to  man  the  right  of  taking  away  the  lUb  of 
another,  even  In  case  of  murtler.  If  the  passage  here 
quoted  ought  to  be  considered  as  a  vremeHon  rather 
than  a  law,  as  is  most  prohaUe,  It  will  aflbrd  no  war- 
rant  for  the  dettroctioa  of  human  UfiB;  and  there  la 
no  other  ii^ttnctlon  of  this  kind  which  has  any  aOm- 
tlon  to  the  New  Testament  dlspensatten. 
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authority  to  be  taken  away  when  tkete  antmab  are  ing  the  principle  ofmanler,  as  wd  as  the  Aal 
tueeaBary  for  ow/ood,  or  when  they  endanger  our  acta  of  ftuicide,  duelling,  aiMl  aaaaaiBatk>o;iri, 
txielenee.    Thin  pt-riniaiiion  was  fir»(  granted,  im-  consequently,  as  violationf  of  that   law  «W 
BHsdiately  after  the  fl()Oii,toNuah  aiid  hisdescen-  extends  to  the  secret  purpoaea  of  the  bent, a 
dant*«     "  God  Kaid  tu  Noah  and  liifi  sons  ;  every  well  as  to  theexremal  actions.     Ewa  aani» 
IhinK  that  moveih  Fhall  be  meat  (iir  you ;  even  able   anger,  malice,  and  acurriiiiy  are  decM 
as  the  green  herb  have  I  given  you  all  things."  by  our  SSaviour  to  be  a  species  of  murder:  **1rt^ 
WitlKMil  such  a  positive  grant  from  the  Creator,  aoevtr  is  angry  with  his  brother  ii  it  hoot  aoir, 
roa.'i  could  have  had  no  more  riglit  to  lake  away  shall  bo  in  danger  of  the  judf^nenf,  and  whoi^ 
the  life  of  an  oa  or  a  sheep,  than  he  has  to  imbrue  ever  shall  say  to  his  brother,  JZooa,"  that  is,  tin 
his  hands  in  the  bliKid.  or  tof«»a«l  on  the  flesh  of  worthless  empty  fellow,  **  shall  be  la  danger^ 
hid  fvlluw-men.     To  lake  the  life  of  any  sensitive  the  council."*    Life  »  desirable  only  as  k  •      . 
being,  and  to  feed  on  its  flush,  a|>pears  incompa-  connected  with  enjoyment,  and,  there (bre,  aha 
tiblti  with  a  stato  (if  innocence  ;  and,  therefore,  no  a  man  treats  his  brother  with  such  a  degree  a 
such  grant  was  given  to  Adam  in  paradise ;  nor  hatred  and  scurrility,  as  to  render  hit  exiilaH 
does  it  appear  that  the  Anteduluvians,  notwith*  either  unpleasant  or  intolerable,  bo  ooght  loh 
standing  their  enormous  crimes,  ever  feasted  on  ranked  among  the  class  of  nwirderers.    For  h 
the  flesh  of  animals.     It  appears  to  have  been  a  apostle  John  declares,  without  the  least  liakh 
grant  suited  only  to  the  degraded  state  of  man  tion,  that  "  whosoever  hateth  his  brother  iit 
after  the  deluge ;  and,  it  is  probable,  that  as  he  murderer,  and  he  that  loveth  not   his  InAn 
advances  in  the  scale  of  moral  perfection,  in  the  abideth  in  death."    And,  if  this  criterioD  be  a^ 
future  ages  of  the  world,  the  use  of  animal  food  mitted,  a  train  of  murderers  will  be  fiuDd  nil- 
will  be  gradually  laid  aside,  and  he  will  return  ing  in  society  (u  more  numeroos  thaa  irges^ 
again  to  the  productions  of  the  vegetable  kingdom,  rally  supposed. 

as  the  original  food  of  man,  and  as  that  which  is        It  would  be  needless  to  attempt  an  iOustnda 

best  suited  to  the  rank  of  rational  and  moral  of  the  consequences  which  wouM  ensue,  «a* 

intelligence.    And,  perhap:*,  it  may  have  an  in-  the  breach  of  this  law  to  become  univendl.  b 

fluence,  in  combination  v/ith  other  favourable  is  obvious,  on  the  slightest  reflection,  that  ain 

circumstances,  in  promoting  health  and  longevity,  this  to  happen,  human  society  would  sooa  CM* 

—But,  although  the  inferior  animals  are,  in  the  to  exist.    That  prophecy  which  was  given  bi 

mean  lime,  subjt>cted  to  our  use,  no  permission  respecting  Ishmael  would  then  receive  a  noi 

is  granted  to  treat  ihera  with  harshness  or  cruelty,  terrible  and  extensive  acoomplishment,  is  iW 

or  to  kill  them  Cir  the  sake  of  sport  and  amuse-  casoof  every  human  agent:    "  His  band  dial  t* 

ment.    And,  thorrfore,  the  man  who  wantonly  against  every  man,  and  every  man*s  hand  agaivt 

takes  awny  the  lives  of  birds,  hares,  fishes,  and  him.'*     Every  man  would  assume  the  diaraefer 

other  animals,   for  the  mere  gratification  of  a  of  an  infernal  fiend  ;  every  lethal  weapon  wodJ 

taatu  for  huniing  or  fishin<!,  can  scarcely  bo  ex-  be  prepared  and  furnished  for  slaughter;  erttj 

culpated  from  Ihu  diarge  of  a  breach  of  this  com-  peaceful  pursuit  and  employment  wooLl  be  » 

mandment.  stantly  abandoned  ;  the  voice  of  w>ailing  and  the 

The  above  are  the  principal  exceptions  which  yells  of  fury  and  despair,  would  be  heard  in  tmj 

the  Creator  has  made  in  reference  to  the  law  family,  in  every  village,  in  every  city,  in  eveiT 

under  con^iideration.     And  it  may  not  he  impro-  field,  in   every  kingdom,  and  m  every  clime, 

per  to   remark,  that,  besides  the  direct  act  of  Every  house,  every  street,  every  valley,  every ^ 

murder,  every  thing  that  leads  to  it,  or  that  has  rest,  every  river,  every  mountain,  and  every  cat- 

a  tendency  to  endanger  life,  is  to  be  considered  tincnt  would  be  strewed  with  fearful  devastatka, 

OS  furbkldon  in  this  commandment.    All  un-  and  with  the  mangled  carcasses  of  the  slaio.  T^ 

kindness  and  harsh  treatment  exercised  towards  work  of  destruction  would  go  on  with  dreadfii 

servants,  depoidants,  and   brute  animals,   by  rapidity,  till  the  whole  race  of  man  were  extir> 

which  life  may  be  shortened  or  rendered  intolc-  paled  from  the  earth,  leaving  this  vast  globe  i 

rable— all  furious  and  revengeflil  passions,  which  scene  of  solitude  and  desolation,   an  inuutise 

may  lead   to  acts  of  violence — all  quarrelling,  sepulchre,  and  a  spectacle  of  horror  to  all  aop^ 

fighting,  aiul  boxing,  either  for  bets,  or  for  the  rior  intelligences. — And,  let  it  be  rememberw, 

gratification  of  hatred  or  revenge— all  wishes  for  that  such  a  picture,  horrible  and  revolting  tf  i^ 

the  death  of  others,  and  aU  contrivances  either  is,  is  nothing  more  than  what  would  be  the  a** 
direct  or  imlirect  to  compass  the  destruction  of 

ou,  neighbour-all  crimin.1  negligence  b,  which  ^JS^^:^,J^]S!^,S;^iS:ST.SSS^ 

our  own  life  or  the  life  of  others  may  beendan-  mrn,  wherein  capital  sentences  might  be  paueA 

gered  or  destroyed— and  all  those  actions  by  ""  which  a  malefuctor  might  be  strangledoT  ^ 

-.u:^!,  »,.»!<>.  m...  k-.  s^^^itt^  ...  ^..nj«.kil  headed:   this  was  called  the  Judgment.   BstlM 

which  murder  may  be  committed  as  a  probaWo  sanhetirim,  or  Council,  was  ihosupreme  JewlA 


ifiect,  as  the  burning  of  inhabited  houses,  and  court,  contistin^  of  eeventy-Hro :    In  wbkb  thi 

the  throwing  of  the  instruments  of  deadi  into  the  5|j!!rL?«  .TL  ^^f?  '£l!i  ^»»*pb  they.      ' 

. J  .    -     * ,  .    .  _i  J       •      1  alone,  punished  with  ttonin^t  which  was 

midst  of  a  crowd    are  to  ha  ragarded  as  mvolv-  cd  a  more  terrible  death  thui  the  ftmu. 
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nittriflhe|nwcipleofAa<red,  were  it  left  the  grMiw  of  dying  Tictimi,  and  the  hovM 

itive  energies,  and  were  it  not  controlled,  shout*  of  conquerors,  woald  be  heard  no  more, 

courie  of  providence,  by  Him  who  sets  Peace  would  descend  from  heaven  to  dwell  with 

\'uut  bounds  to  the  wrath  of  man.  man  on  earth ;  prosperity  would  follow  in  her 

■dt:r  to  counteract  the  tendencies  of  this  train,  science  would  enlarge  its  boundaries  and 

principle,  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance  shed  its  benign  influence  upon  all  ranks  ;  the 

utb  bo  trained  up  in  habits  of  kindness,  useful  arts  would  flourish  and  advance  towards 

eas,  and  compassion,  both  towards  human  perfection ;  philanthrophy  would  difiuse  its  thou- 

and  towards  the  inferior  animals;  that  sand  blessings  in  every  direction,   and   every 

irrence  should  be  excited  in  their  minds  roan  would  sit  "  under  his  vine  and  fig-tree" 

rrelling,   fighting,   and   all    mbchievous  in   period  security  from  all  danger  or  annoy- 

and    actions ;    that  they  be  restrained  anco. 
e  indulgence  of  malicious  and  resentful 
s^  that  every  indication  of  a  cruel  and 

ig  di.po.i(io.  b«  c«rfully  co"»>«™<''d  ^  «  TV.  A*  ««  cmmk  «W*»,." 

t  every  tendency  of  the  heart  towards  the  ' 

ent  aCections,  and  every  principle  of  ac-  This  commandment  is  to  be  viewed  as  com* 

neficence   be   cultivated  and  cherished  prehending  within  its  prohibition,  every  species 

9  roost  sedulous  care  and  attention.  For,  of  lewdness,  both  in  thought,  word,  and  action; 

1,  the  foundation  ha^  generally  been  laid  as  adultery,  fornication,  incest,  polygamy,  ftc ; 

e    malevolent    principles    and  passions  and  likewise  all  t)ioso  licentious  desires  and  af^ 

have  led   to  robbery,  assaAsinalion,  and  feciions  from  which  such  actions  prooeod.     In 

f  violence,— which  have  filled  the  earth  this  comprehensive  sense  it  ia  oxplained  by  our 

yod  and  camave  :  and  which  have  dis-  Saviour,  in  his  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  by  the 

their  diabolical  energy  in  so  dreadful  a  Apostles,  in  their  letters  to  the  Christian  Cburdi- 

amidat  tlie  contests  of  communities  and  es.     It  is  founded  on  the  distinction  of  saxes 

which  exists  among  mankind,  and  on  the  law  of 
)  the  disposition  to  indulge  hatred,  whicit  Marriage,  which  was  promulgated  immediately 
»  every  apecies  of  murder,  completely  after  the  creation  of  the  first  pair— a  law  which 
icted,  the  greatest  proportion  of  those  was  intended  to  limit,  and  to  regulate  tbo  inter- 
ich  now  afflict  our  world,  would  cease  to  course  of  the  sexes ;  and  to  promote  purity,  a^ 
Human  sacrifices  would  no  bnger  bleed  fection,  and  order,  among  the  several  generationa 
igan  aliar« ;  the  American  Indians  would  of  mankind.  By  this  law  the  marriage  union  is 
r  torture  to  death  their  prisoners  taken  limited  to  two  individuala.  He  who  made  raan- 
nor  the  New  Zealanders  feast  upon  the  kind  at  the  beginning,  says  Christ,  made  than 
1  the  blooddf  their  enemies.  The  widows  male  and  female,  and  said,  '*  For  this  cause  shall 
ostan  would  no  longer  be  urged  to  burn  a  man  leave  father  and  mother  and  shall  cleave 
res  alive  on  the  corpses  of  their  deceased  to  his  toift ;  and  they  twain  shall  be  one  flesh." 
is;  norwould  the  mothers  of  China  imbrue  And,  it  might  easily  be  shown,  from  an  induction 
nds  in  the  blood  of  their  infant  oflsprin^.  of  fiu;ts,  and  from  a  consideration  of  the  present 
let  ice  of  Duelling  would  forever  cease,  circumstances  of  the  human  race,  that  this  law, 
Id  be  universally  execrated  as  an  outrage  auid  this  alone,  is  calculated  to  promoto  the  mu- 
non  sense,  and  on  every  generous  and  tual  aflection  of  the  married  pair,  and  to  seoiiro 
feeling,  and  as  the  silly  attempt  of  a  the  peace  and  happiness  of  families,  and  tho 
irtal  to  gratify  wounded  pride  or  disap-  harmony  of  general  society.  By  this  law  tho 
ambition,  at  ihe  expense  of  the  lifo  of  union  is  made  jHrrmonsn/,  so  long  as  the  parties 
»w-creature.  Despotism  would  throw  exist  in  this  world.  "  What  God  hath  joined, 
t  iron  sceptre,  and  the  nations  would  be  let  no  man  put  asunder.*'  This  regulation  has 
th  the  law  of  love ;  and  plots,  conspira-  a  tendency  to  promote  union  of  aflection  and  in- 
asons,  and  massacres  would  be  attempt-  terests,  and  to  induce  the  parties  to  bear  with 
ore.  The  fires  of  the  Inquisition  would  patience  the  occasional  inoonveniences  and  con- 
be  kindled,  the  supposed  heretic  would  tentions  which  may  arise.  Were  divorces  go- 
•rbeconsigned  to  the  horrors  of  a  gloomy  nerally  permitted,  on  the  ground  of  unsuitable- 
,  racks  and  gibbets  and  guillotines  would  ness  of  temper,  or  occasional  jars,  society  wooU 
red  to  pieces  and  thrown  into  the  flames,  soon  be  shaken  to  its  centre.  Every  real  or 
spirit  of  cruelty  and  persecution  wouM  supposed  insult,  or  provocation,  wouM  be  followed 
latod  from  the  earth.  Riot,  tumult,  and  out,  till  it  terminated  in  the  separation  of  tbo 
m  woukl  be  banished  from  our  streets,  parties ;  families  would  thus  be  torn  into  shreds  ; 
lony  and  concord  would  prevail  through-  the  education  of  the  young  would  be  neglected  ; 
ar  borders.  War  would  forever  cease  parental  authority  disregarded  ;  and  a  door  open- 
io  the  nations ;  the  confused  noise  of  ed  for  the  prevalence  of  unbounded  licenliou»> 
;  arauM,  tho  soands  of  martial  music,  ness.    Soon  after  the  commonroaiem  of  the  Ro* 
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vokiiioa  in  France,  a  law,  pennitting  divorcn,  ed,  would  be  degraded  into  mere  iaaUpmmttii 

was  paseed  by  the  Nafi(»ial  Assembly  ;  and,  in  seDsitive  enjoynoent,  into  hnusehoU  davet,  ■ 

less  than  three  months  from  its  date,  nesriy  as  into  something  analogotis  to  beasCa  of  boring 

many  divorces  as  marriges  were  registered  in  (he  and  would  be  boii^t  and  aold  lika  ealde  id 

city  of  Paris.    In  the  whole  kingdom,  withm  the  borsee.    The  minds  of  all  would  be  dtgradsJ  M 

■pace  of  eighteen  months,  upwards  of  twenty  the  level  of  brutes,  and  would  be  ineapabb  4 

thousand  divorces  were  effecti-d ;  and  :he  nation  prosecuting  either  rational  or  religious 

simk  into  a  state  of  moral  dctgradation,  from  the  Their  bodies  would  be  wasted  and  enfeebled 

rflects  of  which  it  has  never  yet  recovered.  This  pqualid  disease :  the  infirmiriea  of^a 

is  one  of  the  many  practical  proofs  (iresented  old  a^e  would  seize  upon  them  ;  aad  belbce  ih^ 

before  us,  of  the  danger  of  infringing  on  any  of  had  **  lived  half  their  days,"  Ihej  wooid  siiAaMi 

the  moral  arrangements  which  the  Creator  has  the  grave  in  hopelesmess  and  aorrow.     A  ■!• 

established.  venal  sottishness,  and  disregard  of  every  da| 

The  precept  under  consideration  is  to  be  con-  eicept  present  sensual  enjoyment,  wooki  triB 

sidcred  as  directly  opposed  to  all  proniiwuous  and  upon  the  whole  mass  of  society,  and  benoaib  ihl 

licentious  intercourse  between  the  sexes.    And  human  faculties :  the  God  of  heaven  would  li 

the  reasonableness  of  this  prohibition  will  ap-  overlooked,  and  the  important  realities  of  •■■■ 

pear,  if  we  consider,  for  a  moment,  what  y^ouki  mortal  existence  completely  banMied  from  Mr 

be  the  consequences  which  would  inevitably  fbU  thoughts  and  idTectioos.    Thouaaada,  and  to 

low  were  this  law  to  be  set  aside,  or  universally  thousands  of  infants  would  be  atreof  led  at  Adi 

violated.    A  scene  of  imbounded  licentiousness  entrance  into  life ;  and  the  grater  part  of  llisii 

would  ensue,  which  would  degrade  the  himian  who  were  spared,  would  be  doomed  to  a  wietcM 

character,  which  would  destroy  akn<»t  all  the  ex-  and  precarious  existence.     The  trafaitaf  vp  <l 

farting  relations  of  society ,  and  unhinge  the  whole  the  youthful  mind  to  knowledge  and  rirtne 

fabric  of  the  moral  world. — One  end  of  the  insti-  be  quite  neglected ;  and  all  that  eiTili^ 


tutioo  of  marriage  was,  to  *<  replenish  the  earth"  ness  of  manners,  which  are  now  acqnirad  wdv 

with  inhabitants,  to  perpetuate  the  successive  the  eye  of  parental  authority  and  affiM:cka,iiMll 

fenerations  of  men,  and  to  train  up  a  virtuous  and  be  unknown  in  society.    The  endearing  lehriaM 

ntelligent  race  to  people  the  congregation  of  the  of  father  and  mother,  of  brothera  and  alrisn,  tf 

heavens.    But  this  end  would  be  ultimately  frus-  imcles,  aunts,  and  oouaina,  and  all  the  other  i^ 

trated,  were  a  promiscuous  and  unlimited  inter-  mifications  of  kindred,  which  now  prodnee  m 

course  to  become  either  general  or  universal,  many  interesting  and   deli^tfol    Maociatki, 

For,  it  has  been  found,  that,  wherever  such  in-  would  fail  to  be  recognised  among  men ;  for  li 

tercourse  partially  prevails,  it  strikes  at  the  root  such  a  state  of  society,  the  natural  relatfcH  «f 

of  human  existence,  and  has  a  tendency  to  prevent  mankind  would  be  either  <fisregarded,  or  bkadsd 

the  operation  of  that  law  which  the  Creator  im-  in  undistinguishable  confusion, 
pressed  on  all  living  bein<;!«,  "  Increase  and  multi-        Children,  neglected  or  abandoned  bjdteirWH 

ply.'*     In  the  haunts  of  JiceMtjuusness,  in  large  there,  would  be  lefl  to  the  full  influence  of  thiir 

cities,  and  in  all  such  ^ocivtii's  as  those  which  own   waywsrd   and  impetuous  passions;  thej 

formerly  exiiiteii  in  Otalieitt>,  iimJt'r  the  name  of  would  depend  for  subsistence,  either  on  accideat, 

Arrtmfy  the  laws  of  nature  are  violatod,  the  course  on  pilfering,  or  on  the  tender  mercies  of  generll 

of  generation  obntructeii,  and  numbers  of  human  society ;  they  would  wander  about  as  vagaboadi, 

beings  strangled  at  the  very  porch  of  existence,  tattered  and  forlorn ;  their  hearts  shrivelled  wiA 

So  that  wore  mankind  at  large  to  relapse  into  such  unkindness,  their  bodies  chilled  with  the  rtbl 

licentiotis  practices,  the  human  race,  instead  of  and  biting  fVosts.  and  deformed  with  fShhincsstfd 

increasing  in  number,  to  replenish  the  desolate  divease.    They  wonid  be  left  to  perish  in  fkt 

wastes  of  our  filobe,  according  to  the  Creator's  open  fields,  wiihcMt  a  friend  to  doM  their  eyes; 

intention,  would  rapidly  decrease  every  succeed-  and  their  bodies,  unnoticed  and  unknown,  euiM 

ing  generation,  till  afler  the  lapse  of  a  few  centu-  remain  as  a  prey,  to  be  devoured  by  the  fovb 

ries,  human  beings  would  be  entirely  extirpated,  of  heaven.    In  every  land  would  bo  teen  nalii* 

and  the  earth,  barren  and  uncultivated,  would  be  tudes  of  houseless  and   shivering  females,  sK 

lefl  to  the  dominion  of  the  beasts  of  the  forest.  adrift  by  their  seducers,  wandering  with  Mr 

But,  although  such  a  distant  event  were  to  be  hungry  and  half  fiimished  offspring,  the  ol||cett 

altoijcther  disregarded,  the  immediate   conse-  ofderi^ion  and  contempt;  and  imploring,  in  faiB, 

qucncos  of  such  unhallowed  courses  would  he  the  comforts  of  food,  of  sheher,  and  fffoteetioB. 

dismal  in  the  extreme.    That  union  of  heart,  af-  For,  among  human  beings,  in  such  a  degiadii 

fecticm,  and  of  interests,  which  subsists  between  state,  the  kindly  and  benevdent  afieetiona  woaU 

the  great  majority  of  married  pairs,  and  those  r»-  seldom  be  exercised  ;  cold-blooded  wfiHtshntei  aid 

ciprocal  sympathies  and  endearments  whidi  flow  apathy,  in  relation  to  the  Bufl*erings  of  otherff 

firum  this  union,  would  be  ahogether  unknown,  would  supplant  all  the  flner  feelings  of  bnmaaiiyi 

The  female  sex.  (as  already  happens  io  some  which  would  dispose  them  to  view  the  wielthsd 

Mtiooi,)  with  minds  uncultivated  and  unpoliah-  objects  around  them  with  perfeet  ■ 
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lad  even  with  eootempt.  "  Hjwover  it  may  be  Christianity  are  altogether  imknowD !  In  such 
lecouated  for,"  aays  Dr.  Paley,  "  tha  criminal  receptaclej  of  impurity,  every  moral  foeiing  is 
Sommerce  of  the  sexes  corrupts  and  deprave^t  the  bitmted,  and  every  moral  principle  abandoned. 
■infi,  and  the  moral  character,  more  than  any  Impiety,  profanity,  fabchood,  treachery,  perjury, 
lingle  species  of  vice  whatsoever.  Thai  ready  and  drunkenness,  rear  their  unblushing  fronts; 
perception  of  guilt,  that  prompt  and  decisive  re9<>-  and  thefts,  robberies,  and  murders,  fijliowin  their 
iotioo  against  it,  which  constitutes  a  virtuous  train.  The  imhappy  female  who  enters  these 
^Mumcier,  is  seldom  Hiund  in  person-)  ndiicted  to  an'echambers  of  hell,  is,  for  the  most  part,  cut 
these  indulgences.  They  prepare  an  easy  ad-  off  from  all  hopes  of  retreat.  From  that  mo- 
nisaton  (or  every  sin  thit  seeks  it ;  are,  in  low  ment,  the  shades  of  moral  darkness  begin  to  close 
ife,  usually  the  first  stage  in  men's  progress  to  around  her;  she  bils  a  last  adieu  to  the  smiles 
the  roost  desperate  vUlanies  ;  and,  in  high  life,  of  tendenie^ts  and  sympathy,  to  the  kind  embra- 
to  that  lamented  dissoluteness  of  prmciple  which  ces  of  father  and  mother,  of  sisters  and  brothers, 
Bmoiiests  itself  in  a  profligacy  of  public  conduct,  to  the  house  of  Gk>d,  to  the  instructions  of  hli 
vti  a  cootempt  of  the  obligations  of  religion  and  word,  and  to  the  society  of  the  faithful.  Instead 
if  m-iral  pr^ibity.  Add  to  this  that  habits  of  of  the  cheering  sounds  of  the  Goepcl  of  peace, 
ibortinism  incapacitate  and  indispose  the  mind  her  ears  become  accustomed  to  oaths,  and  curs- 
or all  intellectual,  moral,  and  religious  plea-  es,  and  horrid  imprecations ;  the  voice  of  cou- 
lures."^  science  is  hushed  amidst  the  din  of  revelry  and 

In  short,  in  such  a  stare  of  society  as  would  riot ;  every  generous  feeling  is  shrunk  and  wiih- 

nerttably  accompany  a  general  violation  of  the  ered  ;  she  stalks  abroad  like  a  painted  corpse,  to 

wreath  precept  of  the  moral  law,  all  the  soAness  fill  with  horror  the  virtuous  mind,  and  to  allure 

ind  loveliness  of  filial  piety,  of  parental  afi*ec-  the  unwary  to  the  shades  of  death ;  till  at  length, 

ion,  of  brotherly  attachment,  and  of  the  inter-  wasted  with  consumption  and  loathsome  disease, 

iourse  of  kindred,  would  forever  cease;  science  she  is  stretched  upon  the  bed  of  languishing, 

od  literature  wouU  be  neglected ;  and  churchet,  abandoned  by  her  former  associates,  deprived  of 

nDstfas,  schools,  and  academies  would  crumble  the  least  drop  of  consolation,  haunted  with  the 

•to  miBt :  a  sufficient  stimulus  would  be  wanu  | hastly  apparitions  of  departed  joys,  and  the 

ug  to  the  exercise  of  industry  and  economy ;  a  nirebodings  of  futurity,  and  sinks,  **  in  the  midst 

KKj  apathy  would  seize  upon  the  mass  of  socio-  of  her  days,*'  into  the  chambers  of  the  grave, 

Ji  the  sarth  would  cease  to  be  cultivated,  and  without  the  least  hope  of  a  glorious  resurrection. 

ftmUsoon  be  covered  with  briers  and  thorns,  or  —And  if  we  consider,  that  this  is  a  picture  of 

lianged  into  the  barren  wastes  of  an  African  '^^  wretdiedness,  not  only  of  a  few  individuals, 

lasert.     The   foundation  of  all  regular  govern-  hut  of  thousands,  of  tens  of  thousands,  and  of 

Dent  would  be  undermined  :  for  it  is  chiefly  in  millions  of  human  beings,  it  is  impossible  to  de- 

hoae  habits  of  submission  and  obedience  which  scribe  the  accumulated  mass   of  misery  which 

je   acquired  under  the  domestic  roof,  that  the  impurity  has  created,  or  to'form  any  sudequate 

ymdations  are  laid  of  that  subordination  which  conception  of  the  horrible  and  revolting  scenes 

I  Becessary  'o  secure  the  peace  and  order  of  of  wretchedness  which  would  be  displayed,  were 

aankind.      Society   would,    consequently,    be  the  law  under  consideration  to  be  set  aside  by  all 

broiivn  into  a  state  of  disorder,  and  would  speed-  the  inhabitants  of  our  globe. 

If  sink  into  oblivion,  in  the  mire  of  its  own  There  is  a  certs  in  levity  and  flippancy  of  speech 

lollatioa.  in  reUtion  to  this  subject,  which  prevails  among 

The  positions  now  stated  cr>uld  bo  illustrated,  many  who  wish  to  be  considered  as  respectable 

rere  it  expe.iient,  by  a  variety  of  melancholy  characters,   which  proceeds  from  a  contracted 

icts,  borrowed  from  the  history  and  the  present  ^^^  of  the  consequences  of  human   actions, 

fate,  both  of  savage  and  of  civilized  nations.  They  conceive,  that  no  great  harm  can  be  done 

Phe  annals  of  Turkey,  of  Persia,   of  Hindas-  to  society,  by  a  few  insulated  actions  of  the  kind 

an.    of  China,  of  Japan,  of  the  Society  Isles,  alluded  to,  especially  if  they  be  concealed  from 

jmI  even  of  the  civilized  nations  ot   Europe  general  observation ;  and  that  the  Creator  will 

iid  America,  would  furnish  abundance  of  im-  he  disposed  to  make  every  allowance  for  human 

»ressive  facts,  to  demonstrate  the  demr>raUzinjj,  frailty.     But  let  such  remember  that,  if  it  were 

ind  brutalizing,  and    misttrable    effects    which  right  to  violate  this,  or  any  other  law  of  the 

vodd  flow  from  a  spirit  of  universal  licentious-  Creator,  in  one  instance,  it  would  be  right  in  a 

less. — \That  revolting  scenes  would  open  to  hundred,  in  a  thoasand,  in  a  million,  and  in  eight 

iew,  were  we  to  survey  the  haunts  of  licentious-  hundred  millions  of  instances:  and  then  all  the 

Mss  which  abound  in  Algiers,  in  Constantinople,  revolting  scenes  now  described,  and  thousands 

n  Teheran,  in  Pekin,  in  Canton,  in  Jeddo,  and  of  similar  effects,  of  which  we  cannot  at  present 

ither  populous  cities,  where  the  resirai:its  of  ^»'m  a  distinct  conception,  would  inevitably  take 

place.     And,  therefore,  every  man  who,  from 

•  Principles  of  .Moral  and  PoUUcal  Pbltosophy,  ^"^^^  f"**  thoughtlessness,  or  from  a  disregard 

leokin.  Pan  m.  diap  %.  to  the  wwa  of  heaven,  persists  in  the  oooasional 
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{odiil^encft  uf  wich  anhallowed  grmfifications,  in-  gladiieas."    The  earth  baa,  in  every  age,  bni^ 

dulj^  in  a  practice  which,  were  ii  universally  to  forth  abundaoce  to  supply  (he  wants  ofil  ii 

prevail,  would  tap  the  fuundaiiuna  uf  all  moral  living  beinj^t  it  contaiM  ;  and  there  n  Mfll  i» 

order,  exterminate  the  niont  endearif^  relations  pie  room  on  its  surface,  fur  the  aeronmodua 

of  society,  prostmie  man  below  the  level  of  the  and  support  of  thousands  of  niUions  of  the  t» 

hrute,  open  tho  dood-gatcs  of  all  iniquity,  diffuse  man  race,  in  addilion  to  those  which  now  ta/L 

misery  tivcr  the  wliole  mass  of  human  beings,  But  mankind  have  never  yot  nfreed  afaaai  ir 

ami,  at  length,  empty  tho  world  of  its  inhabitants,  division  and   allotment  uf  this  Srr9  and  ai^ir 

The  precept  which  we  have  now  been  consi-  gift  of  the  Creator;  for  every  one  is  disposwlli 

dering,  is  one  which,  in  all  probability,  is  ouo-  think  that  his  share  in  if  is  too  snNJI,and  isei» 

fired,  in  its  references,  to  the  inhabitants  nf  out  tinually  attempting  to  make  inraada  upon  ii 

globe.     At  any  rate,  it  would  be  quite  nugatory,  allotment  of  his  neighbours.     And  to  this  daf» 

and  therefore  can  have  no  place,  in  the  moral  aition  is  to  be  ascribed  more  than  one  haV  of  ri 

code  of  a  world  where  the  distinction  of  svxes  the  evils  which  have  aflMcted  the  world  ii  wmf 

does   not   exist.     And  even  in  those  workis  age  since  the  fall  of  roan.    To  cooaieraet  ■■! 

where  a  similar  distinction  may  exist,  the  very  a  propensity  in  mankind,  and  to  ragi^ts  ihdr 

different  circumstances  in  which  their  inhabi-  dispositions  and  conduct  in  relntioa  to  piiiyiity. 

lants  are  placed,  mny  render  the  promulgation  is  the  great  object  of  (biaconuiiniidy**llM)a  lU 

of  such  a  Idw  altogether  unnecessary.    It  appears  >ot  steal." 

to  be  a  temporary  regulation,  to  remain  in  force  To  Jtoo/,  is  to  take  llie  property  cf  olfcM^ 

only  during  the  limitod  period  of  the   present  without  their  knowledge  or  conaent,  nnd  to  ifflf 

oconomy  of  Providence ;  fi>r,  in  th-^  future  desti-  it  to  our  own  use.     Tho  moat  flafrant  and  vii* 

nation  of  the  righteous,  we  are  tok),  that  "  they  lent  breaches  of  the  law,  oonaiat  in  rabbeij, 

■either  marry  nor  are  given  in  marriage,  but  are  housebreaking,  pilfering,  plonder,  nnd  piit^ 

as  the  angels  of  Gred  in  heaven.**    And,  there-  But  it  amy  be  violated  in  a  iJioiiaand  difeal 

fore,  it  is  probable,  that  the  recognition  of  such  ways  of  which  human  laws  teidoai  tafco  uhtq^ 

a  law  will  not  be  necessary,  in  the  intercourses  nizance.    It  is  violated  by  every  apecieooffinl 

which  lake  place  among  redeemed  men  in  the  by  which  our  neighboor  may  be  iqamd  ii  Mi 

eternal  world  \  but  the  principle  on  which  it  is  wealth  or  properly.    It  ia  violated  in  the  oid^ 

founded,  and  from  which  it  flows,  will    run  nary  commerce  of  mankind,  by  the  uaa  offithi 

through  ail  the  other  new  relations  and  circum-  weights  and  measures ;  by  selling  daCarieraftl 

stances  in  which  they  may  be  placed,    in  the  commodities  as  if  they  were  sooiid  and  feod} 

existing  circumstances  of  mankind,  however,  the  by  depreciating  the  value  of  what  we  wiih  H 

operation  of  this  law  is  essentially  necessary  to  buy,  and   concealing   the  defects  oTwhal  m 

the  stability  and  the  happiness   of  the  moml  wish  to  sell;  by  contracting  debts  which  et 

world ;  and,  were  its   requisitions   universally  have  no  prospect  of  discharging,  and  ncglscd^ 

observed,  the  melancholy  scenes  to  which  I  have  to  pay  them  when  they  are  due ;  by  bisgrkw 

alluded  would  no  lon$;ur  exist ;  the  present  and  ef  trust,  in  the  case  of  servants,  goardians,  «i^ 

everlasting  ruin  of  thousands,  and  of  millions,  eutors,  or  public  officers,  embenung  and  sqas» 

would  be  prevented ;  and  a  scene  of  happiness  dering  aWay  the  substance  of  othera,  or  appljiif 

and  love,  such  as  the  world  has  never  yet  wit-  it  to  their  own  use. — It  is  ahn  Tiolated  by  fn^ 

nemed,  would  be  displayed  among  all  the  families  passing  on  the  property  of  others,  so  as  to  ujtn 

of  the  earth.  fences,  gardens,  orchards,  plantations  or  cars- 

_  6elds ;  and  by  that  disposition  to  vnlcar  misekiif 
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which  delights  m  breakmg  lamps,  windows,  ns 

*'  Thou  ahalt  not  uteal**  l*^***^  ^  *"  injuring  and  defacing   pablie  buihl- 

ings,  walks,  and  ornamental  improvementi ;  it 

When  the  Creator  had  arranged  our  globe  iii  hacking  and  carving  walls,  wainscouings,  docn, 

the  form  in  which  we  now  beliold  it,  he  furnish-  and  balustrades  ;  and  in  cutting  down  tress  aid 

ed  It  with  every  thine  requisite  fi»r  the  susie-  shrubs  planted  for  use  or  for  omanentd— It  ii 

nance  and  accommodation  of  livinK  beings,  and  violated  when  we  retain  borrowed  aitidflf  to* 

bestowed  the  whole  of  its  riches  and  decorations  yond  a  reasonable  time,  when  we  anffsr  them  M> 

as  a  froe  grant  to  the  sons  of  men.     To  man  he  be  injured  through  negligence,  when  wedreohli 

said,  «  BehokJ,  I  have  given   you  every  herb  them  from  one  person  to  another,  witboat  tbt 

bearing  seed,  which  b  upon  the  face  of  all  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  propriafois.  ■' 

earth,  and  every  tree  in  the  whkh  is  the  fruit  of  when  we  apply  them  to  porpoees  for  which  ^ 

a  tree  yielding  seed  ;  to  you  it  shall  be  for  meau"  were  never  intended,  and  which  the  leader  alW 

Ever  since   the    period  when   thin   grant  was  contemplated.— In  short,  this  law  b  Tiolatsd  kf 

made,  Ood  has  not  lefl  him<«elf  without  a  witness  every  species  of  idleness,  pride,  vanity,  gsnii^ 

to  his  benignity,  in  that  he  has  unceasingly  be-  and  prodigality,  which  has  a  tendency  to  BJB* 

■towed  on  mankind  "  rain  from  heaven,  and  fruit-  the  external  prosperity,  either  of  owowa  Sl^Jt 

M  waaoM,  filling  their  hearta  with  food  and  orofthefamilieiofetlwn. 
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)Uw  wUcbfofbidi  tboM  aetiou  to  b«  of  wbdeMb  roUMrjr,  eomnilted  by  om  trite  of 

t  MMtim,  or  nnifonaUj.  vioUiod,  it  if  bumaii  bringi  opoo  uoiher.    Om  poUionibbor 

MOO,  that,  is  o  very  abort  lime,  the  ud  deoperado  hu  oriMB  oftor  oaodior,  in  eon* 

mbhigo  of  hooMUi  boiufi  would  bo  *t«nt  nieeoatioB,  tod,  at  tbo  bead  of  miflMrout 

I  into  a  Ml  of  lawleoi  bajiditti.  Peacoi  arnuet,  bw  v'iolatod  tbo  torritorioo  oTpeaceful  i^ 

ad  food  ooighboorbood,  would  be  lui-  dunrjr,  demolitbod  tbo  babitaiioao  of  tbeir  oaof^ 

Qg  ami ;  ibo  acroag  would  plunder  tbo  feuding  tnhabitanis,  broken  down  tboir  famimro, 

of  tbo  woak,  ami  deprivo  (bom  tjf  and cnmignod  it  to  the  flaMM;  wasted  and  do* 

mont;  ckildren  woidd  rob  their  pa-  Toured  tbo  fruits  of  tbeir  pound,  and  phanlortd 

•roots  tbeir  obildren ;  l»ro;hers  would  them  of  efi-fy  thing  which  ooold  render  oxitfooco 

itbers,  and  servants  their  masiers ;  deeirsbie.    And  the  inferior  naks  of  nuuiktBd, 

would  ooasoi  and  aP  re;ul«r  stimulated  by  tbo  same  priooipko  whieb  aetnate 

wodd  bo  drstruyod :  every  their  superionii  have  supported  a  system  oTpaco* 

toon  oyo  wouU  be  diroctod  to  the  laiioo,  of  chewing,  of  litigatioo,  of  iiyostaoe,  and 

pfopernf  of  his  neighbour,  with  a  oppression,  whidi,  wors  it  Isft  solely  lo  its  own 

ririag  bim  of  bis  enjoyments ;  and  a  tutiv9  eoerties,  wooM  soon  andormtoe  tbo  tbm^ 

bmoos,oitberof  treaehonr  orofopen  da:  ions  of  tbs  moral  world.     That  oooh  prinoi> 

onld  bo  contrived  to  eseetinte  his  pies  and  practieos  have  nsvor  yet  booooM  ooi* 

kCordors  would  be  daily  cootrired  and  vurssl  in  tbeir  operatiooi  Is  not  owing  so  nmdi  in 

,  for  tbo  purpose  of  more  easily  ob-  any  deBclrac^  in  their  malignant  teiiMnoy,ao  in 

■easion  of  the  wealib  aoi  estates  of  the4>ver-roUng  providence  of  the  Moral  GofoiMr 

1  and  the  opulent ;  and  every  man's  of  tbo  world,  who  has,  by  his  influeoea,  and  km 

pinsss  would  bo  at  the  mercy  of  his  physical  arrangossents^  ooofined  the  lawlooB  m»> 

Nflbbour.     The  inhabiianu  of  one  sionsofm(NiwiihincertainboaBds,boynBdwln 

NM  rise  op  against  those  of  another,  they  cannot  pass. 

»  of  anns,  plunder  tbom  of  all  tboir  Wore  a  principle  of  honesty  and  of  jnalion,bi 


Borea.    One  nation  would  invade  the  regard  to  praperty,  to  porvado  the  mind  of  ovary 

f  another,  for  the  purpose  of  ravaging  human  being ;  or,  in  other  words,  wore  tbo  law 

d  provincat,  and  of  appropriating  its  to  which  I  am  now  adverting  oniversaUy  rooof* 

ridies;and,  intbemUhtofsuehiaw-  nised,  a  new  seeoe  would  opoo  upon  tbo  monl 

itioos,  towns  wouU  be  deovilisbed,  world,  altogether  different  finom  what  has  bitborlo 

MOMd  to  ashes,  tbo  fruits  of  the  earth  been  displayod  In  the  tranoaotiono  of  aaanUiid. 

mm,  wooMm,  aad  cbildren,  trampled  The  iron  rod  of  opprossioa  would  bo  shivarsd  Co 

and  crosbod  to  death,  and  every  city  atoms,  and  dastrayiog  arnrios  would  on  liOfar 

sM  would  present  a  scene  of  carnage  ravage  the  habitations  of  omu.    The  crowds  Of 

ion.     In  such  a  state  of  society,  no  sharpers,  cheats,  and  jockeys,  that  now  ataOi 

Ave  conSdenco  in  his  brother ;  fear  through  the  world,  with  unbludiing  fronts,  to  so- 

B  every  side ;  uncertainty  would  at-  trap  Uie  unwary,  wouU  forever  disappear  ftooi 

Mrsuit  and  possession;  of  the  wealth  the  world;   and  impartial  justice  would  reign 

tne  had  acquired,  aad  nf  the  enjoy-  triumphant  over  every  department  of  society. 

Ii  he  poesessed  to-day,  he  rai^ht  lie  No  malignant  purpoee  womd  over  be  formed  to 

fore  to-morrow;  and  ift  by  means  of  injure  any  one  in  his  wealth  and  property ;  and 

ionandvigilance,  and  the  strong  arm  all  the  harassing  law-suits  and  prosecutiooo, 

B  were  enabled  to  maintain  posses-  which  now  distrees  so  many  thousands  of  fiuni- 

troperry  for  one  year,  he  could  have  lies,  would  be  swept  away.  Every  loan  of  money, 

ground  to  expect,  that  he  woull  enjoy  books,  furniture,  or  utensils,  would  be  rotuiiied 

f  for  another.    And,  as  no  one  would  without  injury,  and  without  unnscsssary  delay; 

gaging  in  regular  labour,  while  he  and  overy  debt  puncttially  discharged,  aooordiag 

I  in  plundering  his  weaker  neighbours  to  the  nature  of  the  obligation,  and  at  the  period 

woidd  soon  Im  lefl  uncultivated,  the  at  which  it  was  duo :  Bvory  bafgam  would  be 

vould  be  abandoned,  agricultural  in-  transacted  on  the  prineiplesofimmurable  jostico, 

mprovemeni  would  oease,  and  a  uni-  and  the  condltioos  oferery  eootraet  fiiitbfolly  pet^ 

swouU  overspread  every  land,  which  formed:  Ko  sospicioos  of  knaveiy  wooM  ever 

ho  bum^in  race,  and  gradually  oxter*  harbour  in  tbo  bioast,  nor  the  least  alami  at  the 

I  from  the  foce  of  the  earth.  possiblo  oomsqoenrea  of  any  nMreantOo  Irani* 

MS  of  plunder  and  depredaiisn,  have  action.    PoUio  boikiings  woidd  be  aacnro  firomx 

I  partially  realized  in  every  age  and  the  inroocb  of  the  geoina  of ndsobiof,  and  gardoaa 

B  fforid,  and  are  still  realised,  to  a  and  mehards  from  orery  wanton  deprodatioo. 

ml,  oven  in  nations  which  boast  of  Locks,  and  bars,  and  bohs,  would  no  knger  be 

Bs  in  religioo,  b  civflization,  and  in  cequlred  for  seeoriog  our  subotanoo  from  ue  pl^ 

Iw  annals  of  the  human  race  contain  fororandtlia  rabbar;aad  llmirQOgratlo§BC|f  a 

duo  a  wnbar  cf  MilMdboly  rfoonlB  hridowditfajifliofoiddt 

u 
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•f  the  disbooaaly  and  the  deprtTitjr  of  men.  S<t-  lercouree  wh.eh  rabeist  among  raffniT  M^k 

vente   would   be  uoivemlly  hooevt  end  tnivt-  By  fkr  the  itreeter  pert  of  ell  tlx.  ewmftedfi  «t 

worthy,  end  the  property  oTlheir  meetere  n  juld  poeeeet,  hei  been  derired  Iron  the  tMUaolfrf 

be  regarded  as  a  aacred  depoeit.  others.     It  ia  from  ihe  communicatM  of  elkiii 

Ami  what  a  happy  change  wooM  such  a  rtate  and  frtm  a  reliniK-e  nn  thi-ir  TeracHy,  that  Amt 

of  Bfjciety  introduce  amung  mankind !    What  whd  were    never  beyond  the  limha    of  Gntf 

a  host  of  caret,  auxieiies,  lUAiHRions,  vexaiiivM,  Britain,  know  ihit  iherr  are  such  cHiea  as  Puv, 

and  perpleiities,  would  be  chased   away !  and  Virniia,  Consiantinftpie.   and  Cairo ;  and  M 

what  a  world   of  comrenicnct^,  aiid   of  drlishl-  th«fre   are   such  cuuntrtcs    as   Canada.  NmI 

fill  assiiciaiione,  would  thus  be  crraieii !    Kvrry  Sroiia,  Brazil,  Pern,  Pi  raia,  China,  aad  Hb> 

merohani,  by  marking  the  price  and  the  quality  dneran.    It  is  fnim  the  same  aaurcf^  that  w«  hav 

i/oach  coDunodity,  nufht  leave  his  go«>dji  open  lcam«^  the  Cicts  uT ancient  and  modem  hisivv, 

to  the  impecrion  uf  ihe  public,  and  enjuy  bira-te.'f  and  that  ihere-once  eiisfed   atich  empires  as  *i 

in  the  boeom  i€  hie  family,  or  in  active  servictrs  Greek  and  Roman,  ibe  Persian,  Aaayriaa,*! 

fiir  the  good  of  the  community,  without  the  east  Bchylonian.    On  the  same  ground,  the  rtfwaff 

risk  of  lua*  or  of  ileprodations ;  and  every  purelias-  nf  oihem,  we  confide  in  all  the  domeatk  rrlaiMi 

•r  might  depend  uponpmcnring  the  articles  he  and  iorercourses  of  life;  and  oa  ihia  grooadil 

waotedaiiheir  just  value.  Every  travellor  would  the  transactions  of  eomniercia]   aociety,  aadif 

proaecute  his  journey,  either  by  day  or  by  night,  the  arrangements  and  operaliona  cf  gnirftmat 

without  the  least  apprehension  from  sharpers  or  are  conducted.  On  the  implied  varacitj  ofothciif 

robbers,  and  without  being  harassed  by  the  im-  we  retire  firon  our  enploymenta  at  eertaia  boai, 

poaitioos  of  inn-keepers,  coachmen,  carriera,  and  sit  down  to  breakbst  or  dinner ;  aad,  en  ii 

and  porters.    Every  one's  mind  would  be  at  per-  first  dky  of  the  week,  we  assemble  in  a  certlii 

fisct  ease,  in  regard  to  his  property,  whether  he  place,  at  an  appointed  hour,  far  rdigious  ww^ 

were  at  home  or  abroad,  hfi  health  or  in  sickness ;  ahip.    On  this  ground,  the  pupil  confides  ia  kil 

being  firmly  persuaded  that  every  trust  would  be  teacher,  for  instruction— (he  ehikl  ia  bis  parsaa, 

bithAiUy  diacharged,  and  every  commercial  con-  (br   sustenance,  clothing    and    protection,  Ar 

cem  fiurly  and  honourably  transacted.    Selfish-  master  in  his  servant,  for  the  execution  cf  !■ 

BOSS  aad  rapacity  would  give  place  to  a  spirit  of  enlers,  and  the  wife  in  her  hnsbaild  §or  prorimi 

justice,  equity,  aad  benevolence ;  contentions,  and  support.    We  confide  every  momeat  ia  da 

jodieyings,  and  altercations  wouM  c«*ase ;  |»eace  fnthfiibitta  of  the  Almi^ty  fi>r  the  ragulir  rt« 

and  concord  woukl  prevail,  and  righteousness  and  turns  of  day  and  night,  of  summer  and  witfa*! 

truth  wouU  shed  their  benign  influence  over  the  of  seed-time  and  harvest.    Could  the  TSfadfj  d 


whole  brotherhood  of  mankinds  God  be  impeached  or  rendered  liable  to 

cion,  we  should  remain  in  awftil  sospense,  whi* 

TBx  Hiimi  coMMAitDxcirr.  ther  another  day  wouM  again  dawn   upon  At 

'^  Thau  ,kak  not  hear  fabe  wihm  agahui  thy  ^"^^^  ^  '^.^^/^I  «*»«  ^^  ^««W  be  shatlerfd  » 

nmrkbour,**  pieces,  and   its  fragments  dispersed  throi^^hesl 

*  surrounding  worlds,  before  the  son  apia  appcv* 

This  command,  like  most  of  the  others,  is  ex-  ed  in  the  horizon.   A  Being  possessed  of  bomd* 


pressed  in  a  negative  form.  It  is  directed  against  less  knowledge  and  omnipotence,  without 

every  species  nf  falsehood,  and,  conw^uently,  city.  Would  be  the  terror  of  the  whole  intefiiyMt 

HMist  be  viewed  as  inculcating  a  sacrvd  and  uni-  universe,  and   would  fill  them   with  tmivsnil 

sersal  adherence  to  truth,  in  all  om-  thoughts,  agitation  and  alarm. 

wonls,  and  actions.  In  the  remarks  I  may  throw  Again,  truth  i«  the  foundation  of  oar  prssnC 

nut  in  relation  to  this  precept,  I  shall  consider  it  comfort  and  of  our  future  prospecta.    On  the  *e> 

chirflv  in  its  pontine  form,  as  commanding  an  racity  of  those  illostrious  characters  that  bsvi 

inviolable  attanhmont  to  tndfi.    Tntih  may  be  gone  before  us,  whose  dedarationo  were  eoa- 

consi«lercd  in  two  different  points  of  view— /o^'-  firmed  by  signs  and  miracles,  we  depend  ftr  ifct 

ri/  tnirh,  which  corwists  in  the  eonfomuty  of  a  hope  of  forgiveness  and  acceptance  with  Gel, 

jf-opoaitum  or  osscrtam  with  thr  actud  $tale  of  and  for  those  rich  sources  of  consolation  wMet 

thinne;  and  mora/  tniih.  which  consists  in  Ms  are  cakulated  to  support  the  mind  under  (be  •(' 

aifrrrmenl  of  our  wortU  and  action*  tuith  our  flictinns  of  mortality,  and  to  nheer  and  imbMS 

Ihoughts.    Logical  truth  belongs  to  the  thing  or  us  hi  the  prospect  of  a  future' world.    Onrbifii 

the  fact  asserted ;  moral  truth,  or  what  is  termed  of  happiness  beyond  the  grave,  of  the  icnaiia 

•erocity,  has  a  reference  to  the  pereon  who  utters  tion  of  our  bodies  at  the  terminalioB  ofdwp** 

it.    In  both  these  respecu,  truth  is  of  immense  sent  plan  of  providence-— of  the  renovatkaoTAi 

Importance  to  all   intelligent  beings.^The  im-  physkal  system  of  our  globe--of  a  umipletsw» 

d-irtanos  of  truth  and  veracity  will  appear  fiom  toration  to  holinem  and  virtue— of  a  fe<«hfi 

Ihi  foUowiai  oonaiderations.  with  departed  friends— of  associatiag  wMi  Hp' 

la  the  first  placet  it  is  the  bond  of  loeialj,  toous  beings  of  a  tunerior  eider— of  mim/Mt 

aaJftbefe-datioBofathitoarfiiiiiiaad'hi-  a bMoierivory  wl&d  Unn 
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Imw  gooo  bcibra  us— of  cooteraplatin);  the  a  rmj  difTerent  id«a  of  the  muj(f!«i y  oT  the  di* 

Mtatioa  of  Deity  oo  a   ini>re  extensive  vine  Being  who  ftirmed  it,  from  what  we  are  led 

;  and  of  eojoying  uomiied  felicity  withunt  to  entertain,  when  we  consider  it  m  only  a  ta* 

iiptioD  and  without  end;  depend  upon  the  per,  or  a  brilliant  atud,  fixed  in  the  vault  of  hett* 

woy  of  the  inspired  writers,  and  the  lii^t  veo.     If  the  eye  of  a  fly  be  exhibited    at  coo- 

hioh  we  view  the  truths  or  declaration!  taioing  ten  thousand  polished  transparent  flobeei 

I  they  have  recorded.    And,  thercfiire,  the  nicely  atijusted  fur  the  purpose  of  vision,  it  di»« 

vbo  endeavours  to  undermine  the  authority  plays  the  character  of  its  Maker  in  a  different 

I  sacred  records,  or  to  distort  or  misrepre-  light  from  that  in  which  we  might  be  dispoeed  to 

their  meaning  by  sophistical  rea-mninirs,  view  it,  when  this  animal  is  represented  as  a 

to  be  viewed  as  a  deceiver,  and  as  an  ene*  nuisance  in  creation,  and  designed  only  to  be 

his  species,  who  wishes  to  deprive  his  fel-  niangled  and  tortured  by  a  cruel  and  uothinkiog 

Mn  of  their  moat  substantial  enjoyments,  schoolboy. 

f  their  most  cheering  prospects.  In  some  instances  the  inaccurate  statement  of 

ain,  truth  and  veracity  are  of  the  utmost  im-  a  physical  &ct,  or  the  fabe  colouring  put  upon 

3oe  in  relatioa  to  the  views  we  ought  to  it,  may  have  a  tendency  to  endanger  the  eternal 

)f  the  character  of  QoA.    The  moral  cha*  interests  of  mankind.     Mr.  Brydone,   in  bis 

'  of  the  Deity  is  delineated  in  the  Scrip-  "  Tour  through  Sicily,*'  states,  on  the  authority 

and  we  are  enabled  to  contemplate  this  of  a  priest,  named   Rocupero,  thai,  in  sinking  a 

eter,  in  its  true  light,  in  so  fiu*  as  we  un-  pit  near  Jaci,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mount 

umI  and  appreciate  the  delineations  of  the  iGtna  "they  pierced  through  seven  distinct  lavaa, 

1  writers.    But  his  character  is  also  exhi-  one  under  the  other,  the  surfiuMs  of  which  were 

in  tho  wuriw  of  creation  and  proridence.  parallel,  and  roost  of  them  covered  with  a  bed  of 

r  physical  law  of  nature,  every  arrange-  thick  earth.*'     From  suppositions  feaaded  on 

in  the  material  system,  every  movement  questionable  data,  he  concluded,  that  "it  requires 

I  exists  in  the  boundleas  universe ;  every  tOOO  years  or  upwards  toilirm  but  a  scanty  soil 

ent  deviation  fitMU  the  general  course  of  na-  on  the  surface  of  a  lava,**  and,  consequently, 

as  in  the  caw  of  earthquakes  and  volcap  that   *'  the  eruption  which  formed  the  lowest  of 

evwy  event  in  the  history  of  nations,  every  these  lavas,  must  have  ffewed  from  the  moon- 

I  relation  to  the  physical  and  moral  condi-  tain  at  least  14000  years  ago.    This  pretended 

if  the  different  tribes  of  the  human  race,  fact  was,  for  a  while,  triumphantly  exhibited  by 

very  arrangement  in  reference  to  the  lower  sceptics,  as  an  unanswerable  argument  against 

of  animated  beings    embodies  in  it  an  ex-  the  truth  of  the  Mosaic  hbtory  ;  and  its  publics* 

m  of  certain  aspects  of  the  divine  charac-  tion  has,  no  doubt,  tended  to  stagger  weak  mindi, 

nd  these  aspects,  if  fairly  represented,  ought  and  to  confirm  the  infidel  in  hb  prejudices  against 

monize  with  the  delineations  contained  in  the  truth  of  Revelation.     But  it  has  been  mown 

cred  records.     To  ascertain  such  facts  as  by  eminent  geologists,  that  the  fiu^ts  alluded  to 

to  which  I  now  alluHe,  requires,  in  many  are  grossly  mis-stated,  and  that  no  vegetable 

toes,  the  exercise  of  profound  reasoning,  mould  exists  between  these  beds  of  lava;  and, 

r  acoorate  investigation,  and  that  the  mind  consequently,  the  argument  founded  upon  them 

I  be  five  from  the  influence  of  prejudice  goes  for  nothing.     Mr.  Brydone  hiraaelf,  in  the 

r  every  improper  bias,  and  that  tho  facts,  very  samo  volume  in  which  these  pretended  btela 

ascertained,  be  fairly  represented,  and  ac-  are  stated,  befiire  he  had  advanced  twenty  pagee 

»ly  recorded  ;  otherwise,  nothing  but  a  dU-  farther  in  his  account  of  the  regions  about  Mount 

view  of  the  divine  character  will  be  exhi-  ^tna,  states  a  fact  which  completely  ovenuma 

to  the  mind.     For  example,  if  the  earth  be  all  hb   preceding  reasonings  and  olculations. 

tented  as  among  the  largest  bfxlies  in  ni^  In  describing  the  country  near  Hybia,  as  having 

ind  as  placed  at  rest  in  the  centre  of  the  been  **  overwhelmed  by  the  lava  of  iGtna,  and 

rae,  and  that  the  sun,  moon,  and  all  the  having  then  become  totally  barren,'*  he  adds,  "in 

celestial  orbs  revolve  around  it  eyery  day,  a  second  eruption,  by  a  shower  of  ashes  from  the 

josaqtisntly,  that  the  planetary  bodies  ntove  mountain,  itMoon  ruumtd  tCs  aanoient  hmmhf  and 

lits  which  display  inextricable  confiision —  fertiHtyy    So  that  it  is  here  admitted,  that,  i»- 

I  representation  is  nut  a  true  exhibition  of  stead  of  requirinv  a  peri  xJ  of  tOOO  years,  a  bed 

od  of  heaven,  but  a  phantom  of  our  own  of  lava  may  tpeeAty  be  transformed  into  a  beau* 

nation ;  and,  if  carried  out  to  all  its  legiti-  tiful  and  (Ssrtile  region.     But  even  although  such 

MMwequences,  would  involve  an  impeach-  facts  were  &ir1y  represented,— yea,   although 

ifthe  wisdom  and  intelligenceof  the  Deity,  Mr.  Brydone  and  the  Canon  Recnpero  eouid 

r  the  sublime  simplicity  and  order,  which  have  proved,  to  a  demonstration,  that  the  strata 

starixe  his  operations  in  the  universe.    If  of  tho  earth  is  not  only  fourteen  thousand,  but 

MMC  Satom  be  represented  as  a  globe  900  fourteen  hmidred  thounnd  years  old,  H  «rodd 

Inrfsr  dian  the  earth,  and  sorronnded  whh  not  in  the  least  invalidato  a  single  assertion 

;iBOyDOOMiwlanhwMftwu»,»co>viyi  luHiiiii  lathaBiowiinhlgiory;  ferMonaatln. 
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Bcribeaonly  the  arrangmunt  of  the  earth  into  its  ordert  of  inteUeclual  bein^  wbo  |Mople  tkfli; 

preMnlform,  but  no  where  aswerts,  that  the  ma-  of  the  means  by  which  tbej  are  carriad  fbmri 

teriali  of  which  our  globe  is  c^Mnftosed  were  creo-  in  moral  and  iotellectual  improvMMOt ;  «f  lb 

tedf  or  brought  out  of  nothing,  at  the  period  at  most  remarkable  eventa  which  bavehappiMdii 

which  his  history  commences.     The  circuni-  the  course  of  their  history  ;  of  the  poc«liar  ib' 

■tance,  however,  to  which  I  have  now  adverttil,  play*  ^  divine  glory  that  may  be  niaile  to  ibMi 

allows  us  of  how  much  importance  it  is,  in  many  and  uT  the  various  changes  ibroa^  iriueb  Asf 

cases,  that  even  a  physical  fact  be  fairly  staled,  may  have  passed  in  the  oourso  of  the  dtmsdi^ 

•s  wdl  as  the  moral  facts  and  the  doctrines  c«m-  pemationx. 

taioed  in  the  Scri|)ture8.     For,  since  every  fact         But  the  nttliiy  of  all  such  suUime  eiMunM» 

in  the  economy  of  nature,  and  in  (he  history  of  tion8,and  ihe  delightful  transpnrtswidiwbiebttif 

pr(»vidence,  exhibits  a  certain  portion  of  tlie  di-  will  be  accompanied,  will  entirdy  ^qteed  api 

vine  character,  a  very  different  view  uf  this  cha-  the  immutable  veraeify  of  thcae  iBor«l  iirtsli|« 

factor  will  be  exhibited,  according  to  thedifierent  ees  who  shall  he  employed   in  eoaveyinf  mkh 

iights  in  which  we  view  the  divine  operations,  nation  respectin;;  the  divine  plnae  and  <fa>> 

And  therefore,  every  one  who  wilfully  misrepre-  tions.    No  ficHimtM  tcenes  and  nerratioM  «fl 

■ents  a  physical  fact  or  law  of  nature,  is  a  deceiv-  be  invented,  an  in  oar  degenerate  worldt  to  «l^ 

er,  who  endeavours  to  exhibit  a  distorted  view  of  nish  a  gaping  crowd ;  nothing  but  muwurnkd 

the  character  of  the  Deity.    It  ia  nothing  less  truth  will  be  displayed  in  that  world  ofligbt;  mi 

than  a  roan  "  bearing  false  witness"  against  his  the  real  tetntt  which  will  be  diaplnyed«  will  ^ 

Maker.  finitely  transcend,  m  beauty,  in  grandeor,  wA  h 

Again,  veracity  is  of  infinite  importance   in  interest,  all  that  the  moat  fertile  imifiBatienMi 

reference  to  oar  future  improvement  in  the  eter>  conceive.     Were  a  single  falsehood  to  ba  tsyk 

nal  world.     In  that  world,  we  have  every  reason  heaven,  were  the  tongue  of  an  arebaufsl  to  ■» 

to  believe  our  knowledge  of  the  attributes  of  God  represent  a  aingle  &cC  in  the  divine  ecoeoniy,st 

will  be  enlarged,  and  our  views  of  the  range  of  were  the  least  aui^icion  to  exist  that  trnlbiai|^ 

bis  operationa  in  creation  and  providence  extend-  be  violated  in  such  conunanioatioiia,  tbe  aHM 

ed  far  beyond  the  Uroita  to  which  they  are  now  eonfidence  of  celeatiai  intelligeneea  weoU  is* 

eoa&ned.    But  the  Divine  Being  himaelf,  firom  atantly  be  shaken ;  and,  firon  that  nwssat,  ll|nr 

the  immateriality  and  immensity  of  his  nature,  intercourse  and  tlteir  bappinen  would  bs  d^ 

will  remain  forever  invisible  to  all  finite  intelli-  stroyed.    Hence,  we  are  repeatedlj  told,  ii  At 

fences ;  and  hence  he  is  described  by  the  Apos-  book  of  Revehttion,  that,  **  Wboeoever  lovtt^ « 

fie,  as  *<  the  King  Etemnl,  Immortal,  and  Imvi-'  makcth  a  lie,  shall  in  no  wise  enter  wtlhia  At 

Mi^  whom  no  man  hath  seen  or  can  see."    It  gates  of  the  new  Jerusalem.'*    And,  theirfWi 

is,  therefore,  not  only  probable,  but  absolutely  every  one  who  expects  to  be  an  inhabilart  of  dat 

certain,  that  a  great  portion,  perhaps  the  great-  bappy  world,  ought  now  to  cultivate  a  atridia* 

eit  portion  of  our  knowledge  in  that  state,  will  gard  to  truth  and  veracity  in  ail  ita  rasaafriisi, 

be  derived  fit>m  the  communications  of  other  in-  intercourses,  and  communicationa ;  oiberwiscks 

teiligences.     With  intellectual  beings  of  a  higher  cannot  be  admitted,  from  the  very  ooaBtiMtisa 

order  we  shall  hold  the  moKt  intimate  converse  ;  of  things,  to  the  society  of  aainta  ud  angeb  ii 

for  we  are  informed,  that  *'  just  men  mnde  per-  the  realms  of  bliss. 

foct"  will  join  "  the   innumerable  company  of        Thus  it  appears,  that  tnith  ia  of  the  olaMt 

ang«*ls.'*     These  beings  are  endued  with  capa-«  importance  to  all  rational  beings,  as  it  ferns  iks 

cioiia  powers  of  intellect,  and  have  long  been  aource  of  our  knowledge,  the  feundatjea  of  al 

exercising  them  on  the  mOMt  exalted  objects.  As  social  intercourse,  the  ground  of  our  pitsat 

messengers  fmm  the  IQng  of  heaven  to  the  in-  comfort  and  future  prospects,  the  baaia  of  aQ  ths 

habitants  of  the  earth,  they   have  frequently  views  we  can  take  of  the  Divine  charaeier  vi 

winged  their  way  through  the  celestial  regions,  operations,  and  of  all  our  proepecia  of  fblurs  tih 

and  surveyed  many  of  those  glorious  systems  provement  in  the  eternal  world.    It  is  the  bond 

which  lie  hid  from  the  view  of  mortals.     We  of  union  among  all  the  inhabitanta  of  heavee;  k 

have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  they  have  ac-  ia  the  chain  which  connects  the  whole  moni 

q'lired  expansive  views  of  the  dispensations  of  universe  ;    and    it  oonatitutea  tiie    InaBiitikii 

tiie  Almighty,  not  only  in  relation  to  man,  but  in  basis  on  which  rests  the  throne  of  the  StemaL 
relation  to  numerous  worlds  and  intelligences  in         In  the  depraved  society  of  our  worlds  tmib  if 

different  provinces  of  the  empire  of  God.  And,  violated  in  ten  thousand  different  waya.    It  il 

therefore,  they  nuet  be  admirably  qualified  to  violated  ia  thoughts,  in  words,  in  eouversatkai 

ia^>art  ample  atorea  of  infermation  on  the  subli-  in  oral  discourses,  in  writings,  in  priMed  boabb 

most  subjects,  to  the  redeemed  inhabitants  fi-om  by  gestures  and  by  aigns,  by  apaiakinf ,  aad  hf 

our  world.    From  the  communications  of  these  remaining  silent.    It  ia  violated  in  refaeace  10 

faueUigencea  we  may  derive  infbrauttion  of  the  ffts  tkaraBUr  ^  our  nrnghbrnerf  whan  we  ia««l 

>«der  and  arrangemenlacf  other  ayataoM;  of  the-  taJea  of  falaalMod  respecting  bioi ;  wbes  we  Bf 

af  oitorwoiMil  cfdmdjftiwrt  $m  wiUi  yliMiiri  to  — fc  lri«i*M  mki  If 
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w  lit  — f,  —J  wfiwt  to  Tiodi-  oppoMMt ;  or  whw  ui  Wlhor  writM  •  revtow 

hiidMnfltorwboBlt  itwiiiiiUjaiiwrMil;  ofhitotra  work,  and  iiipotw  it  oa  ibe  puUie, 

■foor  to  agfrmrato  tiM  cireiM»-  '  m  if  it  war*  the  dadaioo  of  an  impartial  eritie. 

iwUchaaylMvaaoeonpaiiiadanjcriiBi-  — It  ii  violatod  by  mmbumrmaiitU,  wfcea  ibmj 

I ;  wbea  wo  bmIh  do  attowaneaa  tar  liia  brbug  iorward  argoaMrti  in  lupport  of  any  poti- 

Aroa  of  fainatinn,  and  tho  peenliar  oiiaini»-  tion  wliieh  tboy  ara  oooacioiia  aro  oiihar  woak  or 

aiiHiiiw  ■  iMdi  tkio  erifliinal  may  hato  baea  OMound ;  wboo  tbay  appoar  mora  aosioyi  to  di»- 

phBiJ;  whn  wo  it  opoa  an  iaralatod  net  of  play  tbeir  akill  and  daxtority,  and  to  obtain  a 

tIoo  or  fblly>  and  apply  it  to  oar  noigbboor  as  a  ▼ictnry  ovor  tbeir  adremrioa,  tbaa  to  vindicaia 

ganaral  ohanflMr ;  wbtn  ««  rako  np,  witb  a  tbo  eanaa  of  troth ;  when  Moera,  and  aummtmf 

■aleTidwit  d«i|a,  aa  aetioa  whieh  he  baa  kmg  and  peraooal  reproacbee,  ara  anttimtad  in  tba 

riaaa  rapwbaied  and  ripialid  of;  when  bia  cha»  room  of  eabatanlial  afgumania;  when  Ibey  ana* 

waiar  la  mada  the  aabioet  of  jeet  or  meiriiaaat,  rapreeent  tl>e  aeatinieBia  of  their  oppowiaifa, by 

■■i  whw»  by  ■aiWii  ind  aoddiBgi,  and  geetorea,  atatiaf  Ifaom  in  tarma  whieh  materidly  aktr  their 

■•  tmimmla  tmf  tbiag  injorioiia  to  bia  repoia-  nwining ;  and  when  they  pafan  opoa  llmB  Ibo 

limi.    Itiatiehtadfajwrfeii    whenwepwH  doctriaea  an4  opioioM  whiob  tbtfy  aatiiBly  dia- 


whal  wo  baro  no  intent  ion  of  per-    avow. 
J,  or  whal  wo  had  ao  right  to  promiae,  or       b  is  fiolaled  in  eoiaiwim'al  taaaoflCJeni^  whea 
wimt  ia  oat  of  oar  power  to  porfcrm,  or  wlMt    deteriorated  goode  ara  ramiibadoffer  with  a  lair 


woaU  be  uuhwU  fbr  aa  to  eseeaie.    It  ie  ?io-    ootaido,  and  paibd  off  ae  if  they  wera  ealeaUe 
in  fferaaM^ga,  whea  wo  neglect  lo  pot    and  eoond ;  when  a  merchant  aeka  mora  tbaa 


ia  aaaeatioB,  or  wo  threaten  to  infliet  what  beie  wiUii^totakalbr  anyooma»dily;wlMaha 

I  bo  ehbar  orwl  or  w^aM.    It  ie  riohUed  depreoiatee  the  ooaimoditiae  of  bis  aeigbboar  ( 

la  Aufsfy,  whea  tba  priaoipal  fiwta  ire  blended  when  he  ondenrahiee  wliateTor  bo  ia  parabMingy 

widi  denbtful  or  fatidoai  cirenmatinw;  when  and  makeaanowieharge  lor  the  anklae  of  whieh 

ihaeoadaetefliBnaadbrtrigoeia,ofpabUerolv  beiacfinpoaing;  when  ha  deniea  tba  goode  Iw 

bma  and  mnrderors,  ii  varniAed  orar  with  the  bae  in  ha  pceaewion,  when  thera  iathaproepoct 

Urn  glara  of  berotaa  and  of  glory;  and  when  the  of  an  adfaneing  price,— ond  In  a  tboonad  other 

aaiiaaa  of  aprlgbt  awa  aro,  without  eoAdeat  waya,  beat  knoivn  to  the  oefariooa  tiader^— It  ia 

jtidaaaa,  attribotod  to  baavory,  or  to  the  inflo*  viokled  by  peraono  bi  erery  depaitmeat  of  life» 

■ma  of  fiantieiim;  when  the  writer  coiMtraee  not  only  whea  they  otter  what  they  know  to  ba 

aodoaa  Bad  ofoais,  and  attribatee  to  the  aetoia  lalso,batwbeath^proleeatodeelwatbowbab 

■ntifaa  inil  deriflm.  in  ■nnnrdiniin  nith  hii  mrn  tntfh,  and  keep  back  part  of  it  with  an  fatflBtioi 

pnifadieoi  aad  pamioaBi  aad  iaterwearee  bia  to  deoeiro ;  wboa  they  nuke  ime  of  a  piopoiittai 

opiniooa  aad  deducttone,  ae  if  they  wera  a  por-  that  ie  literally  tnie,  in  order  to  ooavay  a  ftlae 

lloaoftbeaatbeatioatedreoonbofbietoncaliact  hood;'*  when  diey  flatter  the  vanity  of  weak 

—It  ie  rioiated  bi  the  inrantion  6[Jklidom  ner-  minde;  when  they  aecribo  to  thob  friaadi  or  ta 

rarivea,  aad  in  the  relation  of  manrellooe  etoriee,  otben  good  quaUtiee  which  do  not  belong  to 

apfcoB  the  eyatem  of  natora  ie  distorted,  historical  them,  or  relbeo  to  acknowledge  tboaoaoeompliilH 

beta  earioatnred,  mierepreeented,  and  blended  meats  of  which  they  ara  pooeeased;  wbsa  thsy 

with  the  Tagariee  of  a  romantic  imsgination ;  endearaur  to  cajole  ebikben  into  obedience,  1^ 

a  baa  aoaBee,ov«ate,  and  cireumstances, "  which  promising  what  they  never  intsod  to  perfam, 

savor  did  nor  can  take  place,"  ara  preeented  to  and  threatening  what  they  never  intend  lo  iniliGt; 

Am  viow,  BMrely  to  convey  a  transient  gratifi-  aad  when  they  indulge  in  a  habit  of  eiaggsratiaa, 

BBlioa  to  trifling  aad  indolent  mtodi.  in  the  account  they  give  of  tbeir  adventarae,  and 

It  ia  vidatod  by  mmofwomet  when  they  give  of  the  thingi  which  they  have  eeen  or  heard. 
m  inaoenrale  statement  of  the  results  of  their        Troth  is  viobted  by  s^iu,  as  well  as  by  words, 

ilmarvaiione  and    experiments ;    when,   either  — «s,  when  we  point  widi  our  finger  in  a  wrong 

dvoagh  caralBmnom  or  deeign,  they  give  an  un-  direction,  when  a  traveller  is  inquiring  about  the 

Mr  laprsaentatioB  of  the  finrts  and  principles  m  road  he  ebouki  take ;  when  a  British  snip  hoists 
ntara,  in  order  to  suppnrt  a  fitvourite  system  or 
hfpotheeb ;  aad  when  they  studiously  keep  out       *  Tj*  toUoaiiif  Jwt  wlU  Utastiate  this  sad  Stal- 

J!jZL  .k. -.^^..  -'- ^ ;.  ^i^iJ^m^  Isr  pieces  of  telsehood »— A  person,  when  selling  a 

sfviowtbevanouaeircunistanessm  which  every  ^.tch,  was  asked  hjr  the  purobaser  If  tt  kept  tine 

fiwt  ebooid  be  oontemplated.^-It  is  violated  in  oorreotljr?  He  was  toldbgr the  owner,  tbat  neither 

•r  a  review  writea  an  article,  and  addreesee  It  to  true  that  the  watch  waaoeveithdess.  a  very  M 

bbMott;  aa  If  it  canw  from  the  pen  of  another ;  ncniatoroftlnie.  ▼henhuaglnapeipasdlcnlarpe- 

-.  -  A.tii«««k*«r((Altk«ltM»M*'nrin«Mti(WB  »lon, It  woot tooslow,and, wheu Mid Inabonsoa* 

•ta, fivttooika of*  filthy locra,  orto^ifir*  53^uon.itwemtoofKt:hatbyaltarnatetyshia. 

tisad,  bo  bestows  oncooinims  on  a  work  which  H  lax^^  positions,  and  thus  laoduyingthSratee  of 

nwarthyoftbe  attention  oftbepublio;  or  whea,  nMMlon,thebaadsdidnotimlietotodt«e&  M 

T^^!7 ^  f  ..mEn-ijfHi  pIuLmi.  hji  iJI!  asmrUons,  howsver,  sfo  to  be  oooslderod  OS  diraci 

togpatiQraaMaa,orravengefiiipa8Biim,lieiiiB-  h^  whentheyawlntendad  tooonvsya  fclmorsr- 
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Bpanish  oolouts ;  when  flags  of  trace  are  vk^ied ;  bright  protp«cts  of  happioeM  mvoWed  : 

whoa  spM  insiouate  themaelvet  into  aociei j  at  of  darkaws  and  despair.     By  the  so 

upright  oaeD,  for  the  purpose  of  Mitrapping  the  unprincipled  men,  literature  and  scie 

unwary ;  when  false  inteUigence  is  communicat-  been  perverted,  and  the  avenues  to  s 

ed  to  an  enemy ;  when  fires  are  lighted,  or  put  knowledge  rendered  difficult  and  dangei 

out,  in  order  to  deceive  niariners  at  sea ;  and  galions  have  been  multiplied  wiiboul 

when  signals  ofdistrcss  are  counterfeited  by  ships  human  beings  have  been  agitated,  perp 

at  sea,  for  the  purpose  of  decoying  into  their  bewildered ;  and  the  widow  and  the 

power  the  ships  of  an  enemy.  oppressed  and  robbed  of  their  dearest  en 

Truth  is  violated  in  relation  to  God,  when  we  Could  we  search  the  private  records  c 

conceal  from  those  whom  we  are  bound  to  in-  kings,  princes,  and  legislators,  and  trai 

■tract,  the  grandeur  and  immensity  of  his  works,  ceiifiil  plans  which  have  been  laid  in  pi 

and  the  displays  of  divine  intelligence  and  skill  cabinets— or  coukl  we,  at  this  moment, 

which  are  exhibited  in  his  visible  operations;  into  all  the   intrigues,  deceptions,  tr 

when  we  exhibit  a  diminutive  view  of  the  extent  plots,  and  machinations,  which  are  goii 

and  glory  of  his  kingdom;  when  we  give  an  in-  in  the  cabinets  of  despots,  the  mansioi 

accurate  and  distorted  representation  of  the  laws  ces,  and  the  courts  of  law,  throughout 

of  nature,  and  of  the  order  and  ihe  economy  of  Africa,  and  Asia ;  such  a  host  of  false 

Che  universe ;  when  we  misrepresent  the  facts  "  lying  abominations,**  like  an  army  o 

which  exist  in  the  system  of  nature,  and  which  fi^m  the  infernal  regions,  woukl  stare 

occur  in  the  trath  of  providence ;  when  we  call  in  face,  as  would  make  us  shrink  back  w 

question  the  history  of  that  revelation  which  he  and  amaxeroent,  and  fill  us  with  asU 

has  confirmed  by  signs  and  miracles,  and  by  the  that  the  patience  of  the  God  of  heaven 

aocomplishroent  of  numerous  predictions;  when  so  long  exercised  towards  the  inhabitac 

wo  misrepresent  its  facts,  its  doctrines,  and  its  a  depraved  and  polluted  work!, 
moral  requisitions ;  when  we  transform  its  histo-        Let  us  now  consider,  for  a  little,  so 

rical  narrations  into  a  series  of  paraUJos  and  alio-  effects  which  would  inevitably  follow 

gortes;  vriien  we  distort  its  literal  meaniiig  by  law  of  truth  iifiivsrsa%  violated.    In  tl 

Tttfoe  and  injudiciouB  spiriteatmtig  comments  ;  scene  of  horror  and  oonflnion  would 

when  we  fix  our  attention  solely  on  its  doctrines,  which  it  is  difficult  for  the  mind  to  fom 

and  neglect  to  investigate  its  moral  precepts;  tinct  conception.    It  is  obvious,  in  the  1 

and  when  we  confine  our  views  to  a  few  points  that  rational  beings  could  never   in 

in  the  system  of  revelation,  and  neglect  to  con-  knowledge,  beyond  the  range  of  the  sei 

tomplate  its  whole  range,  in  all  its  aspects  and  jects  that  happened  to  be  placed  witKini 

bearings.  of  their  personal  observation.    For,  I 

In  the  above,  and  in  ten  thousand  other  modes,  greater  part  of  our  knowledge  is  derive* 

is  the  law  of  trath  violated  by  the  degoierate  in-  communications  of  others,  and  from  the 

habitants  of  our  world.     The  misdiiefs  and  the  to  intellectual  exertion  which  such  coi 

miseries  vdiich  have  followed  its  violation,  in  re*  tions  produce. — Let  us  suppose  a  hun 

(erence  to  the  affairs  of  nations,  to  the  private  trained  up,  from  infancy,  in  a  wilden 

interests  of  societies,  families,  and  individuals,  bear  or  a  wolf,  as  history  records  to  h 

and  to  the  everlasting  concerns  of  mankind,  are  the  case  of  several  indiriduals  in  the 

incalculable,  and  dreadfiil  beyond  description.    It  France,  Germany,  and  Lithuania, — w1 

is  one  of  the  principal  sources  from  which  have  ledge  could  such  a  being  acquire  beyo 

sprung  the  numerous  abominations  and  craelties  a  brute  ?     He  might  distinguish  a  hoc 

connected  with  the  system  of  Pagan  idolatry,  the  cow,  and  a  man  from  a  dog,  and  know 

delusions  and  the  persecuting  spirit  of  the  vota-  objects  as  trees,  shrubs,  grass,  flowers 

ries  of  Mahomet,  sud  the  pretended  miracles,  ter,  existed  around  him ;  but  knowledg 

and  "  the  lying  wonders,'*  of  that  church  which  so  called,  and  the  proper  exercise  of  hi 

is  denominated  "  the  mother  of  harlots  ^  abomi-  faculties,  he  could  not  acquire,  so  long 

nations  of  the  earth.*'    It  has  been  chiefly  owing  mained  detached  from   other  rationa 

to  the  violation  of  this  htw,  that  the  thrones  of  Such  would  be  our  situation,  were  false 

tyrants  have  been  supported,  that  liberty  has  been  versal  among  men.    We  could  acquire 

destroyed,  that  public  safety  and  happiness  have  ledge  of  nothing  but  what  %vas  obvioi 

been  endangered,  that  empires  have  been  over^  senses  in  the  objects  with  which  we  ' 

turned,  that  nations  have  been  dashed  one  against  rounded.     We  could  not  know  whether 

another,  and  that  war  has  produced  among  the  hu-  were  twenty  miles,  or  twenty  thoosan<J 

nan  race  so  many  overwhelming  desolations.   By  extent,  and  whether  oceans,  seas,  rii 

the  pernicious  influence  of  falsehood,  the  peace  ranges  of  mountains,  existed  on  its  mn 

of&milies  has  been  invaded,  their  comforts  blasts  less  we  had  made  the  tour  of  it  in  per 

<Bd,  their  good  name  dishonoured,  their  wealth  with  our  own  eyes,  surveyed  the  varioc 

<|«Uoyed|  their  hopes  disappointed,  and  their  itcontams.    Of  course,  we  ahould 


EFFECTS  OF  UNIVERSAL  FALSEHOOD.  Ill 

luto  iinoran-se  of  th«  existence  and  the  attri-  and  commerce,  buying  aiidaening,9ocia1coai|Mict8 

leaof  G.id,  uf  the  moral  relat  ions  of  intelligent  and  agreement*  would  bfl  annihilated;  science, 

\usfi  Ut  their  Creator,  and  to  one  another,  and  literature,  and  the  arts,  could  not  exist ;  and  con- 

the  ronlities  of  a  future  state.     For  ii  is  only,  sequently,  universities,  college.i,  churches,  aca- 

chiefly,  through  the  medium  iiX testimony^  com*  demies,  schools,  and  every  other  seminary  of  tn- 

fe«d  with  the  evidence  of  our  senses,  tliat  we  itrucliun  would  be  unknown.  No  villages,  towrai, 

quire  a  knowlelge  of  such  truths  and  objects,  nor  cities  would  be  built ;  no  fields  cultivated ; 

In  the  next  place,  all  confidence  among  iniel-  no  orchards,  vineyards,  nor  gardens  planted  ;  no 

ent  beings,  would  ba  completely  destroyed,  intercoiirijie  would  exist  between  different  regions 

isappuintment  wouhl  inxxxrioMy  attend  efery  of  the  g!<»be  ;  and  nothing  but  one  dreary  barren 

irpose  and  resolution,  and  every  sdieme  we  waste  would  be  presented  to  the  eye,  throughout 

tilled  to  execute,  if  it  depended  in  the  least  dc-  the  whole  expanse  of  nature.      So  that  were 

•e  upon  the  direction  or  assistance  of  others,  truth   completely  banished  from  the  earth,  it 

fe  durst  not  taste  an  article  of  f(M>d  which  we  wouM  present  a  picture  of  that  dark  and  dismal 

eeived  from  another,  lest  it  should  contain  poi-  rei;ion  where  "  all  liars   have  their  portion !" 

m ;  nor  couM  we  ever  construct  a  h<rtise  to  sheU  where  all  are  deceivers  and  deceived,  and  where 

T  us  from  the  storm,  unless  our  own  physical  the  hopeless  mind    roams  ami<lst  innumerable 

swers  were  adequate  to  the  work.    Were  we  false  intelligences,  fur  one  ray  of  comfort,  or  one 

ving  in  Edinburgh,  we  co^ild  never  go  to  Mus-  omfidential  spirit  in  which  it  may  confide,  bat 

llbargh  or  Dalkeith,  if  we  were  previously  ig*  roams  in  vain. 

ortnt  of  the  situation  of  these  places ;  or  were  In  short,  were  truth  banished  not  only  from 
re  residing  in  London,  it  wouM  be  impossible  this  world,  but  from  the  universe  at  large,  crea* 
r  as  ever  to  find  our  way  to  Hommerton  or  ti'xi   wouki  be  transformed  into  a  chaos ;  the 
[ampstead,  unleas,  afier  a  thousand  attempts,  bond  which  now  connects  angels  and  ardiangels, 
ionee  shouk)  happen  to  direct  us ;  and  when  we  diembim  and  seraphim,  in  one  harmonious  union, 
lived  at  either  of  these  villages,  we  should  still  wouli)  be  forever  dissolved ;  the  inhabitant!  of  all 
tin  as  much  uncertainty  as  ever  whether  it  was  worlds  would  be  thrown  into  a  state  of  universal 
6  place  to  which  we  intended  to  direct  our  anarchy ;  they  would  shun  each  other's  society, 
^M.    Confidence  being  destroyed,  there  could  and  remain  as  so  many  cheerless  and  insulated 
I  no  fiiend^ip,  no  union  of  hearts,  no  affection-  wretches,  amidst  the  gloom  and  desolations  of 
s  intercourse,  no  social  converse,  no  consola-  universal  nature ;    all  improvements  in  know- 
in  or  comfort  in  the  hour  of  distress,  no  hopes  ledge,  and  all  progressive  advances  towards  moral 
deliverance  in  the  midst  of  danger,  and  no  perfection,   would  be  forever  interrupted ;  and 
jepect  of  the  least  enjoyment  from  any  being  happiness  would  be  banished  from  the  ifhole  in* 
Mind  us.    In  such  a  case,  the  minJ  would  feel  telligent  system.    Every  mind  would  beoone  the 
elf  as  in  a  wikleme^s,  even  wlien  surrounded  scat  of  terror  and  suspense,  and  would  be  haimt- 
fellow  intelligences,  and  wherever  it  roam<^d  ed  with  fi'ightful  spectres  and  dreadful  espeeta- 
)r  the  vast  expanse  of  nature,  or  among  the  tions.    The  government  of  the  Eternal  woald 
aa  of  living  beings  around  it,  it  would  m-.^ot  be  subverted,  tho  moral  order  of  the  inteHigent 
th  no  aflToctionate  interchange  of  feelings  and  system   overturned  ;    all    subordination    would 
itiroents,  ami  no  object  on  which  it  could  rest  cease,  anl  misery   would    reign    uncontrolled 
solace  and  enjoyment.     Every  one  would  feci  throughout  every  region  of  intellectual  existence, 
if  he  were  placed  in  the  midst  of  an  infinite  For  b^uih  is  implied  in  the  principle  of  love  f  it 
d,  and  as  if  he  wf*re  the  only  being  residing  is  essential  to  its  existence;  so  that  the  one  can- 
the  universe.    In  such  a  case  we  would  flee  not  operate  except  on  the  basis  of  the  other :  and 
m  the  society  of  men  as  we  would  do  from  a  we  have  already  shown,  that  the  destruction  of 
1  or  a  tiger  when  rushing  on  his  prey ;  and  love  would  be  the  destruction  of  all  order,  and  of 
le  ourselves  in  dens,  and  forest*!,  and  caverns  all  happiness  annong  intelligent  beings, 
the  earth,  till  death  should  ptit  a  period  to  a  Such  are  some  of  the  dreadful  effects  which 
serioss  and  miserable  existence.  would  inevitably  follow,  were  the  law  under  con- 
All  social  intercourses   and  relations  would  sideration  reversed  or  universally  violated.     In 
Me  ;— families  could  not  possibly  exist;  nor  our  world  this  law  has,  hitherto,  been  onlyporw 
f  affectionate  intercourse  between  the  sexes  ;  tiaify  violated  ;  yet  what  dreadful  mischieft,  be- 
truth,  and    the  confidence  which    is  founded  yond  calculation,  and  even  beyond  conception, 
on  it,  are  imfJied   in  all  the  intercourses  of  has  its  frequent  violation  created !    Ever  since 
sbands   and  wives,  of  brothers  and  sisters,  that  moment  when  "  the  father  of  liea"  deceived 
d  of  parents  and  children ; — and  consequently,  the  first  human  pair,  how   many  thotnands  of 
I  human  race,  dropping  into   the  grave,  one  millions  of  liars  have  trodden  in  his  footatepa ! 
or  another,  like  the  leaves  of  autumn,  without  and  what  a  host  of  falsehoods  has  followed  in 
f  succeasors,  wouU,  in  a  short  time,  be  extir-  their  train,  which  have  destroyed  the  harmony  of 
tad  from  the  earth.    In  such  a  state,  Idndnen  the  nioral  system,  and  robbed  the  world  of  bap- 
1  affection  woold  never  be  exercised ;  trade  ptaeii  and  repoee !    Yet  bow  little  are  we  dl^ 
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ed  by  the  frequent  Tioltlions  of  this  law  7  and  would  be  held  Mcred  and  iariolate. 

how  seldom  do  we  reflect,  that  every  ftisehood  would  rapidly  advance  lowarda  perfection;  H 

we  uoadvisedly  utter,  is  an  infringement  of  that  al  all  its  principles  and   doctriiiee  are  famM 

law  on  which  rest  the  throne  of  the  Almighty  upon  facts,  when  truth  is  unireraaJly  held  ini^ 

and  the  eternal  happiness  of  the  universe  ?    For  IsUe,  the  facu  on  which  it  is  built  wiH  alvijl 

if  one  Ue  may  be  palliated  or  vindicated,  on  the  be  fairly  represented.     Every  fiict  aswirtsd  If 

same  principle  we  mi^ht  vindicate  a   thousand,  voyagers  and  travellerB,  in  relation  to  the  fkf^ 

and  a  million,  and  millions  of  mil'dons,  till  false-  cal  or  the  moral  world,  and   every  detad  cith 

hood    became    universal    among   all   ranks   of  p«riments  made  by  the  cfaemiet  and  tbe  pliiH»> 

beings  and  till  ihe  moral  order  of  the  intelligent  pher,  would  form  a  sure  grouDd-work  for  it 

creation  was   completely   subverted.    Of  bow  development  of  truth,  and  the  detection  of  SRir; 

much  importance  is  it  then,  that  an  inviolable  at-  without  the  least  suspicion  artaing  In  Ibe  nni 

lachment  to  truth,  in  its  minutest  ramifications,  respecting  the  veraciiy  of  tbe  persons  on  lAw 

be  early  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  young,  testimony  we  rely.    For  want  of  thia  ijunfwfcMi 

by  persuasion,  by  precept,  by  example,  by  rea-  tbe  mind  has  bean  perplexed  and  «fistncisdbf 

8oaing,and  by  a  vivid  representation  of  its  im-  the  jarring  statements  of  travellen,  natsnralkl^ 

portance,  and  of  its   inestimable  benefits  ?  and  and  historians ;  false  theories  have  been  fn» 

bow  careful  should  we  be  to  preserve  them  firom  ed ;  systems  have  been  reared  on  tbe 

all  incMittves  to  the  practice  of  lying,  and  espe-  fabric  of  a  vision  ;  ihe  fbundaiions  of 

dally  from  the  company  of  those  **  whose  mouth  have  been  riiaken  ;  its  utility  called  in 

apeaketh  vanity,  and  their  right  hand  is  a  ri^t  and  its  most  sublime  discoreriesoverlfOeksdHJ 

hand  of  falsehood."  disregarded. 

Were  fidsehood  universally  detested,  and  the        In  fine,  tbe  clouds  whidi  now  nhsLUis  aMf 

love  of  truth  universally  cherished ;  were  a  single  of  the  sublime  objects  of  religion,  and  the  r«l^ 

lie  never  more  to  be  uttered  by  any  inhabitant  of  ties  of  a  future  world,  would  be  dispelled,  mm 

this  globe,  what  a  mighty  change  wouM  be  ef-  falsehood  unknown,  and  tirutb  beheld  in  its  » 

fected  in  the  condition  of  mankind,  and  what  a  tive  light ;  and  religion,  purified  firooi  every  air 

glorious  radiance  would  be  diffused  over  all  the  ture  of  error  and  delusion,  wookl  appear  am^ 

movements   of  the  intelligent  system?      The  in  its  own  heavenly  radiance,  and  attract  dw  Ion 

wholahostofliars,perjurers,  sharpers,  seducers,  and  the  admiration  of  men.     When  uibiliiid 

slanderers,  tale-bearers,  quacks,  thieves,  swin-  b  its  native  grandeur  and  simplicity,  al 

dlers,  harpies,  fraudulent  dealers,  &lse  friends,  respecting  its  divine  origin  would  soon 

flatterers,  corrupt  judges,  despote,  sophists,  hypo-  from  the  mind — tbe  beauty  and  sublimity 

crites,  and  religious  impostors,  with  the  count-  doctrines  wouM  be  rsoogoiaed  as  worthy  of  JM 

less  mulliUide  of  frauds,  treacheries,  impositions,  Author ;  and  all  its  moral  requimtions  wanU  hi 

falsehoods,  and  distresses  which  have  followed  in  perceived  to  be  "  holy,  just,  and  good,"  tad 

their  train,  would  instantly  disappear  from  among  calculated  ta  promote  the  order,  and  the 

men.     The  beams  of  truth,  penetrating  through  lasting  happiness  of  the  intdligent 

the  mists  of  ignorance,  error,   and  perplexity.  Divine  truth  irradiating  every  mind,  and 

produced  by  sophists,  sceptics,  and  deceivers,  panied  with  the  emanations  of  heavenly  bte, 

which  have  so  long  enveloped  the  human  mind,  would  dispel  the  gloom  which  now  hangs  evn 

would  diflTuse  a  lustre  and  a  cheerfulness  on  the  many   sincere  and  pious  minds ;   woidd  inii 

fiice  of  the  moral  world,  like  the  niiM  radiance  man  to  man,  and  man  to  Qod ;  and  the  inbsla- 

of  the  morning  after  a  dark  and  tempestuous  tants  of  this  world,  freed  firom  every  doubt,  error* 

night.    Confidence  would  be  restored  through-  and  perplexity,  wodd  move  fixward  in  hanBinjf 

out  every  department  of  social  life ;  jealousy,  and  peace,  to  join"  the  imrameimble  oompsnysf 

suspicion,  and  distrust  woukl  no  bnger  rankle  angels,  and  the  general  assembly  of  the  spirits «( 

in  the  human  breast ;  and  unfeigned  affection,  just  men  made  perfect,  whsN  namea  are  writtni 

fidelity,  and  friendship,  would  unite   the  whole  in  heaven." 

brotherhood  of  mankind.    With  what  a  beauti-  _  __.^  ^„.„,.^^,„,^ 

ful  Simplicity,  and  with  what  smoothness  and 

harmony  would  the  world  of  trade  move  onward  „  Thou  ahalt  not  awet  thy  neighbom's  hoaM» 
in  all  Its  transactions !  How  many  cares  and  ^^^^  ^^^  „^,  ^^^^  ^j,  neighbour's  wife,  sor 
anxieties  would  vanish !  how  many  perplexities  ^j,  m^n-servant,  nor  his  makMervant,  nsr  Ui 
wouW  cease !  and  how  many  ruinous  litigations  nor  his  ass,  nor  eiy  <tev«ii<  "  %  •i*!*- 

would  be  prevented  7    For  the  violation  of  truth         (iota'a  »» 
may  be  considered  as  the  chief  cause  of  all  those 

disputes  respecting  property,  which  have  plunge        Every  precept  of  the  law  to  which  I  hi** 

ed  so  many  fiunilies  into  suspense  and  wretched-  hitherto  adverted,  has  a  reference  not  cnljj  lo  ik* 

~  justice  would  be  purified  tmUmal  conduct  of  moral  agents,  but  also  to  ^ 
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from  every  species  of  sophistry  and  deceit ;  and     tnfcnioi  moHma  or  fnneyfit  firom  wUeh  ^ 
thnpraniieaofkingii,  and  the  leagues  of  nations,    oondnct  proceeds.    This  k  eiidil  ftam  ths  <» 
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SeratioM  already  stated,  and  from  the  whole  world  at  large !     In  relation  to  the  avaricious 

nor  ^  Dirine  Revelatioo ,— and  it  is  in  unison  roan  himself,  could  we  trace  all  the  eager  desires, 

iih   reason,  and  with  the  common  senie  of  anxieties,  perplexities,  and  cares,  which  harass 

ankind,  that  the  merit  or  demerit  of  any  action  his  soul ;  the  fraudulent  schemes  he  is  obliged  to 

to  be  estimated,  according  to  tlie  intention  of  contrive,  in  order  to  accomplish  his  object ;  the 

e  actor,  and  the  disposition  from   which  it  miserable  shiAs  to  which  he  is  reduced,  in  order 

¥w*.    That  no  doubt  may  remain  on  this  point,  to  keep  up  the  appearance  of  common  honesty  ; 

e  Supreme  Legislator  closes  the  decalogue  the  mass  of  contradictions,  and  the  medley  of 

ith  a  command,  which  has  a  reference  solely  to  falsehoods,  to  which  he  is  always  obliged  to  have 

e  desires  and  dispositions  of  the  mind :  '*  Thou  recourse  ;  Uie  numerous  disappointments  to  which 

alt  not  covet  '*    Covetousness  consists  in  an  his  eager  pursuit  iiT  wealth  continually  exposes 

ordinaU  desire  uf  earthly  objects  and  enjoy-  him,  and  by  which  his  soul  is  pierced  as  With  so 

ents.    This  desire,  when  uniformly  indulged,  many  daggers — we  should  behold  a   wretched 

ids  to  a  breach  of  almost  every  other  precept  of  being,  the  prey  of  restless  and  contending  pas- 

e  Divine  law ;  and  is  the  source  of  mure  than  sions,  with  a  mind  full  of  falsehoods,  deceitful 

i«  half  of  all  the  evils  which  afflict  the  human  schemes,  a^d  grovelling  affections,  like  a  cage- 

ce.     It  leads  to  a  breach  of  tlie  eighth  com-  fuUof  every  unclean  and  hateful  bird,"^  mind  in- 

and,  by  exciting  either  to  fraudulent  dealings,  or  capable  of  any  rational  enjoy  ment  in  this  life,  and 

direct  acta  of  theft  and  robbery. — It  leads  to  entirely  incapacitated  for  relishing  the   nobler 

MTttach  of  the  ninth  command,  by  cherishing  the  enjoyments  of  the  life  to  come.    Such  a  man  is 

iociple  of  falsehood  which  is  implied  in  every  not  only  miserable  himself,  but  becomes  a  moral 

ludulmt  transaction. — It  leads  to  a  violation  of  nuisance  to    the  neighbwirhood    around  him; 

9  sixth  command,  by  engendering  a  spirit  of  re-  stinting  his  own  family  of  its  necessary  comforts ; 

o^  against  those  who  stand  in  the  way  of  its  oppressing  the  widow  and  the  fatherleaa ;  grasp- 

atifieation ;  and  by  exciting  the  covetous  man  ing  with  insatiable  fangs  e^ery  bouse,  tenement, 

the  commission  of  murder,  in  order  to  acooro-  and  patch  of  land  within  his  reach;  harrying 

ish  his  avaricious  desires.— It  also  leads  to  a  poor  unfortunate  debtors  to  jail ;  setting  adrift 

»latioa  of  the  seventh  command ;  for,  when  one  the  poor  and  needy  from  their  kmg^aceustomed 

sovoCs  his  neighboar's  wife,'*  the  next  step  is  dwellings ;  and  presenting  to   the  young   and 

eodMVoar  to  withdraw  her  affection  from  her  thoughtless  a  picture,  which  is   too  frequently 

aboiid,  and  to  plunge  a  family  into  misery  and  copied,  of  an  immortal   mind  immeraed  in  tho 

Kreaa.— It  also  leads  to  a  violation  of  the  fiflh  mire  of  the  most  degrading  passions,  and  wor- 

KspCofthalaw,  not  only  as  it  steels  the  heart  shipping  and  serving  the  creature  more  than 

aiaat  tlioae  kindly  filial  affections  which  child-  the  Creator,  who  is  blessed  forever, 

1  ooght  to  exercise  towards  their  parents,  but  In  relation  to  large  communities  and  nations, 

it  excites  them  to  withhold  from  their  parents,  this  grovelling  passion  has  produced,  on  an  ex- 

len  in  old  age  and  distress,  those  external  com-  tensive  scale,  the  most  mischievous  and  destruc- 

tm  which  are  requisite  to  their  happiness,  and  tive  effects.     It  has  plundered  palaces,  chuidies, 

lich  it  is  the  duty  d'affectionate  children  to  pro*  seats  of  learning,  and  repositories  of  art ;  it  has 

le.     And,  when  covetousness  h%s  thus  led  to  polluted  the  courts  of  judicature,  and  the  tribunals 

I  breach  of  every  other  precept  of  the  second  of  justice  ;  it  has  corrupted  magistrates,  judges, 

>le  of  the  law,  it  follows,  that  all  the  precepts  of  and  legislators ;  and  has  transformed  many  even 

)  6rst  table  are  also  virtually  violated.    For  all  of  the  ministers  of  religion,  into  courtly  syco- 

>  commandments  of  the  first  table  are  briefly  phants,  and  hunters  tSier  places  and  pensions, 

nmed  up  in  (his  comprehensive  precept,  "Thou  It  has  ground  whole  nations  to  poverty,  under 

dt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart:**  the   load  of  taxation;   it  has  levelled  spacious 

t  it  is  obviously  impossible,  nay,  it  would  be  a  cities  with  the  dust ;  turned  fruitful  fields  into  a 

itradiction  in  terms,  to  suppose,  that  supreme  wilderness  ;  spread  misery  over  whole  empires ; 

e  to  the  Creator  can  reside  in  the  same  breast  drenched  the  earth  with  human  gore  ;  and  waded 

which  an  inordinate  desire  of  worldly  enjoy-  through  fields  of  blood  in  order  to  satiate  its  un- 

nts  reigns  uncontrolled,  and  in  which  love  to  governable  desires.      What  has  led  to  most  of 

a  has  no  existence.     So   that  covetousness  the  wars  which  have  desolated  the  earth.  In  every 

J  be  considered  as  the  great  barrier  which  age,  but  the  insatiable  cravings  of  this  restless 

inrmtes  between  man  and  his  Maker,  and  also  and  grovelling  passion  ?    It  was  the  corsed  love 

the  polluted  fountain  from  whence  flow  all  the  of  gold  that,  excited    the  Spaniards  to  ravage 

cml  abominations  and  the  miseries  of  mankind,  the  territories  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  to  violate 

The  more  obvious  and  direct  manifestation  of  every  principle  of  justice  and  humanity,  to  mas- 

s   principle  is  generally  distinguished  by  the  sacre,  and  to  perpetrate  the  most  horrid  cruelties 

me  ct  AvariM^  or  an  inordinate  desire  of  riches,  on  their  unoffending  inhabitants.    It  is  the  same 

id  what  a  countless  host  of  evils  has  flowed  principle,  blended  with  the  lust  of  power,  which 

m  ttiis  unhallowed  passion,  both  in  relation  to  still  actuates  the  in&tuated  rulers  of  that  unhappjr 

Ihridiials,  to  ftmilies,  to  nations,  and  to  the  nation,  in  their  vain  attempts  to  ovevUvow  die 
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independence  oT  their  former  coloniee.  The 
same  principle  commenced,  and  utili  carries  on, 
that  abominable  tratiic,  thb  slave  trade^ — a  traffic 
which  hat  entailed  misery  on  milliuns  of  the 
worn  of  Africa;  which  hu  excited  wars,  and 
feuds,  and  massacres,  among  her  numerous 
tribes ;  which  has  forerer  separated  from  each 
other  brothers  and  sixters,  parents  and  children; 
which  has  sufTocate^i  ihousands  cif  human  beings 
in  the  cells  of  a  floating  dungeon,  and  plungMJ 
ten  thousands  into  a  watery  grare;— a  traffic 
which  is  a  disgrace  to  the  human  species ;  which 
has  transformed  civilized  men  into  infernal  fiends; 
which  has  trampled  on  every  principle  of  justice ; 
which  has  de&ced  the  image  of  God  in  man,  and 
•ztinguished  every  spark  of  humanity  from  the 
minds  of  the  ferocious  banditti  which  avarice 
has  employed  for  accomplishing  her  nefarious 
designs  .'*■ 

Ambitien,  or,  ao  inordinate  desire  of  power, 
mperiority,  and  distinction,  is  another  modifica- 
tion of  this  malignant  principle.  This  passion  is 
manifested,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  by  men 
of  all  ranks  and  characters,  and  in  every  situa- 
tion in  life.  It  is  displayed  in  the  tchool-room 
by  the  boy  who  is  always  eager  to  stand  fore- 
most in  his  class ;  in  the  baU-ntnn^  by  the  lady 
who  is  proud  of  her  beauty,  and  of  her  splendid 
■ttire ;  in  the  eorporation-haU,  by  the  citisen  who 
•tnits  with  an  air  of  conscious  dignity,  and  is 
ever  and  anon  aiming  at  pompous  harangues ; 
on  the  fttndk,  by  the  hatighty  and  overbearing 
judge ;  in  the  dbreA,  by  tho^e  rulers  who,  like 
Diotrephes,  "  Love  to  have  the  pre-eminence ;" 
in  the  pulpit,  by  the  preacher  whose  main  object 
it  is  to  excite  the  admiration  and  applause  of  a 
surrounding  audience ;  in  the  Hreeta,  by  the  pom- 
pous airs  of  the  proud  Hame,  the  coxcomb,  and 
the  dashing  squire;  in*  the  village,  by  him  who 
has  a  better  hou^e,  and  a  longer  purse,  than  his 
neighbours;  in  the  hamlet,  by  ihe  poavint  who 
can  lifl  the  heaviest  stone,  or  fl^ht  and  wrestle 
with  the  greatest  strength  or  agility ;  and  in  the 
eify,  by  the  nobleman  who  endeavours  to  rival 
•U  his  compeers  in  the  magnificence  of  his  man- 
sion, and  the  splendour  of  his  equiiia^e;  among 
the  learned,  by  their  eii«Ter  desire  to  spread  their 
Dame  to  the  world,  and  to  extend  their  fame  to 
succeeding  generations ;  and  among  all  classes 

*  That  this  Hccnrsed  tmfflc  is  still  carried  on.  With 
unibAto.1  vljrour, by  the clvllize-.l  powers  of  Europe, 
appoira  from  the  following »tal«»menl:  —"The  Iwats 
of  i\  British  Friffate,  the  Mai>l»tone.  boanled,  in 
eleven  iiajmnf  Juno,  18S4.  no  less  th:in  ten  French 
vessfiU,  ;ii  a  nlrxslc  «tpot  upon  th«  coast  of  Africa ;  the 
meai^uremtmt  of  which  vessels  wastwtween  1400  and 
1000  tons,  whiio  they  were  destined  for  the  incarce- 
ration—wo mlirht  say,  the  livin,?  burial — of  Sooo  hu* 
man  bcini^H  I"  The  report  to  Government  says — "  The 
schooner  La  Louisa,  Gapt.  Armand,  arrived  atGau- 
daloape,  dariiu;  the  first  d.\ys  of  April,  1R94,  with  a 
oarico  of  300  nc);ioe8,  the  remainder  of  a  complement 
Of  375,  which  the  vessel  had  on  Iwarl  The  vessel 
■ot  being  large  enough  to  accommodate  so  great  a 
wtinber  of  men,  the  overptae  ioere  coneigned  ALIVE 
»ith$wu»e$b^lheC9ptiUnr 


who  assume  airs  of  importance,  oo  ncooonl  of  thr 
antiquity  of  their  families,  their  wealth,  their  «•> 
ploits  of  heroism,  aud  their  patrimonial 
sions. 

But  it  is  chiefly  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  < 
that  ambition  has  displayed  its  rooet  drearfti» 
ergies,  and  its  most  overwhelming  devastatioM. 
In  order  to  gain  possession  of  a  throne,  it  hi 
thrown  whole  nations  into  a  state  of  convnhia 
and  alarm.  The  road  to  political  power  and  p^ 
eminence,  has  been  prepared  bj  the  ovrrflovrf 
truth  and  justice,  by  fomenting  lends  and  cortw 
tioos,  by  bribery,  murder,  and  aasa8ainatiaai,l|f 
sanguinary  battles,  by  the  plunder  of  whole  |ii^ 
vinces,  the  desolation  of  cities  and  villages,  td 
by  the  sighs,  the  groans,  and  laoMntatioasof* 
numbered  widows  and  orphans.  In  order  M 
raiso  a  silly  mortal  to  despotic  power  os  ii 
throne  of  Spain,  how  many  himian  Tictiras  fans 
been  sacrificed  at  the  altar  of  ambitioo !  \m 
many  families  have  been  rent  asvmder,  aiidph» 
ed  into  irremediable  ruin !  and  how  many  OlMi' 
ous  patriots  have  been  immned  in  diing<Wi 
and  have  expired  under  die  axe  of  the  e»eculk» 
er !  At  the  present  moment,  the  fintile  vilii  d 
Mexico,  the  mountains  and  plains  of  So^ 
America,  the  forests  of  the  Burmese,  and  lis 
shores  of  Turkey  and  of  Gheeoe,  are  erety  srhsi 
covered  with  the  ravages  of  this  fell  destiuytf, 
whose  path  is  always  marked  with  desobtioaHd 
bloodshed.  To  recount  all  the  evils  which  ut 
bition  has  produced  over  this  vast  ^obe, 
be  to  write  a  history  of  the  stragfles  and 
tests  of  nations,  and  of  the  soi  lows  id  suffwiMi 
of  mankind.  So  insatiable  is  this  mgoreraHe 
passion,  that  the  whole  earth  appears  a  fidd  too 
small  for  its  malignant  operations.  Alexiader 
the  Great,  aOer  having  oooqoered  the  grsaler 
part  of  the  known  world,  wept,  because  be  ktd 
not  another  world  to  conquer.  Were  there  bo 
physical  impediments  to  obstruct  the  course  d 
this  detestable  passion,  it  would  ravage,  not  only 
the  globe  on  which  we  dwell,  but  the  whole  of  ibt 
planetary  worlils  ;  it  would  range  from  system  to 
svstem, carrying  ruin  and  devastation  in  its  tiaJB^ 
till  the  material  universe  was  involved  in  miicry 
and  desolation  ;  and  it  would  attempt  to  si^wert 
even  Uie  foundations  of  the  throne  of  the  EtersaL 

Such  are  some  of  the  dismal  and  desiructivi 
effects  of  cnvefousness,  when  prosecotiog  (iw 
paths  of  avarice  and  ambition:  and  when  «s 
consider  that  it  is  uniformly  accompanied  in  iti 
progress,  witli  pride,  envy,  diacootentmeot,  tad 
restless  desires, — it  is  easy  to  perceive,  (hat,  ware 
it  left  to  reign  without  control  over  the  baow 
mind,  it  would  soon  desoUte  every  region  of  tin 
earth,  and  produce  all  ihe  destructive  eftdi 
which,  as  we  have  already  diown,  wodd  Hd^ 
from  a  universal  violation  of  the  odisr  preeept* 
of  God's  law. 

On  the  other  hand,  Ouwfsnfiirf,    ths  A^ 
implied  in  this  eoamiaDd»  would  dmw  akm«f* 
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orvdtnia  of  b!««iiig«,aiidwoQU  wiMbwd  with  a  dabge  of  niwriM.    Ltl  tte 

iUiiy  and  repoM  to  our  dutrmciMi  corrtuor  everypMnoouiddiiirabefMlraiMd 

I  oonteoted  under  the  aUotoMott  of  wiiUa  Ha  legitiMMe  booadtry,  and  let  oooieBU 

e  of  God,  it  ooa  of  the  firet  and  moot  take  np  ite  reeidenee  ia  erery  heart,  tad 

lutiet  oT  every  ratioaal  creature.  thiedeki|eewilMMMibedriedap,aadaaewworU 

at  and  rengnatioo  to  the  diTine  will  appear,  anrajed  ii  all  the  lotvliMH,  and 

eoogniee  God  aa  the  auprema  Go-  verdiira,  aiMi  beauty  of  Edaa.    May  Jehovah 

oniverae ;  aa  direeted  by  infinite  haatea  it  in  hia  tiuM ! 
I  diatnbotion  of  bia  boomy  amonf 

r  men ;  aa  procaedinf  on  the  baaia  Thoa  I  btva  eadeavoarad,  ia  the  preeedfaif 

tiaaMtaUe  juitice,  in  aH  hia  pro-  aketchea,  to  itfaiatrate  the  ruiawaMaiiiaa  of  thoaa 

afMoaota ;  and  aa  actuated  by  a  lawa  which  Grod  baa  proenilgaled  lor  refulatinf 

ibooaded  benerolence,  which  haa  the  ovirtl  cuadoct  of  dm  intelli|CBl  creatioa.    If 

a  okimate  happineaa  of  hia  area-  the  prepriaiy  of  theae  lUuairatioai  be  adnitted, 

dw  fOfenioMttt  of  aueh  a  Being,  they  nwy  be  enaaidered  aa  a  oouwaatary  oa  Iha 

idam  reaaon,  not  only  10  be  eeiH  worda  of  the  Apoatle  Paitl :    **  H^  lmmi»  Mgf, 

iped,  but  to  be  ghul  and  to  rejoice.  mdthtcMmmmimmtiBkU^mtijiutmmdgttd," 

teeth,  let  the  earth  be  clad,  let  la  Khe  anaaer  it  aight  have  been  abefwa^ihat 

iftfae  iaiea  iheraof  rejoice.'^  How-  all  the  Apoatolie  injaactioM,  and  other  pnaepla 

«y  be  the  portion  of  earthly  good  teeoided  in  die  vohuaeof  iMpiwiiea,  ara  aeoar- 

toaaaipreaent,  and  however  peiw  daat  with  dw  didatee  of  reaaea,  tad  witliiha 

fKeriooa  the  external  eircumatan-  nIatioM  of  moral  ageata ;  lor  tbej  ara  all  aa 

re  aaay  now  be  invoHred,  we  may  mmuw  aahordiaata  raatifaithina  ef  tlia  priadplw 

hat,  under  the  govemmeat  of  an-  and  lawa,  which  I  have  abeedv  iDoaliaied. 

i,recUtude,andb«ievelraee,aa  ckmrd  CamiMmm»  m^  jLmkB.Jimmlmi  mi 

tioaa  ahall  uhimatdy  be  fbond  lo  "    ""    iij  rfj^tT^^^^-^-*^* 

;  only  caaaiatent  with  jnatiee,  but  rnemmg  tummrauoM. 

ear  praoent  and  everlaatiBg  iala-  I  ahall  aaw  oaaahria  ihia  ahaplar  wHb  tha 

each  aonfiaMala  aad  agietiaBi  lo  atalaaaaat  of  a  ftw  raaiaifca  ia  ralatkn  to  tha 

iada  of  all  hamaa  bemga,  what  a  OMral  law,  foaadod  oa  the  iUaatratioaa  which 

int  paaaiona  would  bo  ehaaed  away  have  beea  gifaa  ia  the  piecedina  pagea;  which 

laadfromdMhabiutioaaofman?  amy  be  ooaaiderad  aa  ao  BMay  inareaoaa  dadafr 

,andbonndleaaandunaatMedde-  ed  froai  tha  gaaeral  aabject  wldoh  baa  now  occu> 

aatitutetheaoureeandtheeaaenee  pied  oar  atteatkai. 

dd  BO  longer  agitate  and  torment  I.  Ia  the  JrH  ploea,  cae  obvioQa  oaariumca 

id.    Voliiptoouneaa  would  no  loo-  &om  the  preceding  ittuatratioDB  ia.  That  the 

table  of  luxory  on  daiatiea,  wrung  lawa  of  God  are  not  the  comaMada  ofaa  aibitra* 

it  of  thouaaads  ;^oor  avarice  ghit  ry  Sovereign,'  bat  are  feoaded  oa  the  aatnra  of 

leairea  with  the  ipoila  ofthe  widow  thinga,  aad  oa  the  relatioae  which  aiiat  in  the 

n;— nor  ambition  ride  in  triumph  intelligent  ayateaa.     llaay  diviaea,  eapedally 

ieaof  a  auffering  world.    Every  thoeeofdieaapralapaariaaachaol,havabaeadi» 

retotheallotnienta  of^ia  Creator,  peeed  to  aacribe  every  regulalioa  of  the  Deilv 

r  th«t  portion  of  hia  bounty  which  to  the  Divine  Sovereignty.    I  have  beea  tcld 

leaaed  to  beatow,  would  view  the  that,  m  oae  of  Uie  Latia  trf  atiaaa  of  Mr.  Saaaaai 

ijoymenta  of  hia  neighbour  with  a  Rutheiibid,  Pwfeeaor  of  Diviaity,  hi  St.  Am 

{nam  eye,  and  rejoice  in  the  proe-  drewa,  there  ia  a  aeatimeat  to  tlw  fcUoeriag  par- 

around  him.    Benevolence  and  poee :  **  That  each  ia  the  abaokita  aovereigaly 

iffuae  their  benign  influence  over  of  God,  that  had  it  ao  pleaaad  Um,  be  aught  na«a 

id  naaakind,  delivered  from  the  fear  made  every  precept  of  the  aMiral  law  givea  to 

^  that  might  **  hurt  er  deatroy,^*  man  ezacdy  the  reverae  of  what  we  aow  fiad  it." 

orward  in  harmony  and  affection,  A  aentimeat  nMMre  direcdy  repn^iaat  to  tha  8crip> 

•  world  where  every  wiih  will  be  tural  eharadar  of  God,  and  to  every  view  wa 

every  holy  deaire  aatisfied  ia  God  caa  take  of  tha  divine  aitributea,  it  ia  acaroelf 

lag  great  reward.**  poaaiUe  for  tha  homan  aiiad  to  eatertaia ;  aad  it 

peara,  that,  on  the  obaervanoe  of  ahowa  na  the  daageroua  cuaaaqnaaeaa  to  which 

lidoeea  the  Decalogue,  and  which  we  ,are  eapoeed,  whea  we  attaiapC  to  puah  cer^ 

a  to  a  aiagle  affection  of  the  mind  tain  theological  dogaMu  to  aa  aHfaaaa.  If  it  ware 


d  happineaa  of  the  intelligent  aye-  poaaible  to  euppoaa  the  Deity  capabie  of  each  aa 

Btirely  dependa.    Let  the  flood-  act,  it  would  overturn  all  dia  groonda  oa  which 

Mtanem  be  burvt  open,  and  let  it  we  are  led  to  eoatemplate  bhaaa  gMo»»  uua- 

directioo  without  oonrrol,— in  a  ble,  and  adoiable.    At  ■omafoora  period  hi  the 

he  world  ia  dcaolatad,  aad  arer^  revohitioBa  of  ataniity,  hia  laao,  hia 
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tnd  hit  faiihfuliMM,  might  be  dianged  uitoinale-  case,  to   have  &  beneTolent  tendency;  fat  «f 

Tolence,  injuaiice,  end  fidsehood.     If  the  requi-  have  already  shown,  that  were  audi  •  priacipb 

eitioni  of  the  moral  law  depended  eolely  on  the  universally  admitted,  it  would  introduoe  iMifib 

Divine  Sovereignly,  then  there  it  no  iohereot  and  misery  thmugh  the  oniverM^  and  would  »> 

excelleoce  in  virtue ;  and  theft,  febehood,  mar-  timaiely    annihilate    the    intdligeni    creatM. 

der,  idolatry,  profanity,  cnielty,  wars,  de'vasta-  Man,  in  his  present  state,  can  be  directed  oidf 

lione,  and  the  malevolence  of  infernal  demons,  by  poskivt  tmwt  proceding  finoa  Cbe  Aheigky, 

might  become  equally  amiable  and  excellent  as  whose  comprehensive  mind  alone  can  trees  al 

truth,  justice,  benevolence,  and  the  songs  and  their  consequences  to  the  reoaoCeeCoemers  of  the 

adorations  of  anf els ;  provided  the  Deiiy  wiUed  universe,  and  through  all  the  afea  of  t/untaSj. 

the  change  to  take  place.     But  this  is  impossi-  These  la«vs  are  contained  in  the  Beriptwes— a 

ble ;  and  it  ie  evident,  I  trust,  from  the  preced-  comprehensive  summary  of  whidi  has  been  Ihi 

ing  illustratione,  that,  were  moral  laws,  directly  subject  of  the  preceding  ilhurtntioiHt.    Andwe 

opposite  to  those  contained   in  the  scriptural  know,  in  point  of  fitft,  that  in  every  coviiy 

eode,  to  be  preacribed  to  men,  or  to  any  other  where  these  laws  are  either  maknown,  or  not 

class  of  moral  agents,  not  only  would  misery  recognised,  there  is  no  fixed  standard  oTnMnli: 

r«ign  uncontrolled  through  the  universe,  but,  in  and  vice,  in  its  various  raniificatione,  alnotf 

•  short  time,  the  operation  nf  such  laws  would  imiversally  prevails. 

annihilate  the  whole  intelligent  creation.  FVom  what  has  been  now  stated  wenHty  inftr 

It  is  evident,  then,  that  the  moral  law  is  not  — that  a/Wtf  and  luusayesd ehsA* mce  C»  ^  JK» 

founded  on  the  will  of  (3od,  but  on  the  relations  vmt  lam  i$  a  mott  naaomabU  rifn irifisn.    Mca 

ef  intelligent  beings,  and  on  its  own  intrinsic  are  too  frequently  disposed  to  view  the  eoanuandi 

excellence ;  or,  in  other  words,  on  its  tendency  of  Grod  as  the  dictates  of  an  arbitrnry  Sovereiga. 

to  produce  happiness  throughout  the  intelligent  There    is  a   secret  thought  that  oocaaionaly 

ayetem.     This   idea  nearly  coincides  with  that  lodges  in  the  heart  nf  every  honian  bmg,  that 

ef  some  of  our  modem  nM>ralists,  who  maintain  the  law  of  God  Is  too  exleneive  aad  rigorew  in 

**  that  virtue  is  Ibunded  on  utility,'*— if,  by  yiUHg,  its  demands,  nccoanpanied  with  ■  aeeret  wiA, 

k  mennt  a  tendency  to  promote  happiness.    Bat  that  the  severity  of  its  reqnitidone  eouM  bs  a 

it  by  no  means  follows,  from  thn  position,  as  little  modified  or  relaxed.     Every  nian  is  m^ 

some  moralists  have  concluded,  that  utility  is  the  ject  to  some  "  besetting  sin^  and  he  is  apt  le 

guide,  or  the  rule  by  which  we  are  to  be  direct*  aay  within  himselA— *'  If  I  were  allowed  bat  • 

ed  in  our  moral  conduct.    This  may  be  oonsi-  liule  license  with  regard  to  ens  precept  of  tin 

dered  as  the  rule  which  directs  the  conduct  of  the  law,  I  would  endeavour  to  do  what  I  eenU  Ie 

Divine  Being,  whose  eye  takes  in  the  whole  comply  with  the  requisitions  of  the  reat."    Biilr 

system  of  creation,  whioee  knowledge  extends  it  would  be  inconsistent  both  wi«h  the  AensssfnM 

from  eternity  past,  to  eternity  to  come,  and  who  of  the  Deity,  and  with  the  happiness  of  his  moral 

perceives,  at  one  glance,  the  remotest  conse-  creation,  either  to  modify  or  to  rdazanyooen^ 

queooes  of  every  action.     But  it  cannot  be  a  rule  quirement  of  his  law ;  for  it  is  a  jMr^law,  fioni 

for  subordinate  intelligences,  and  especially  for  which  nothing  can  be  taken  without  impairiag 

man,  who  stands  near  the  lowest  degree  of  the  its  excellence  and  utility.     Were  be  to  do  ss, 

scale  of  intellectual  existence.     From  the  linoit-  it  would  be  in  efiect,  to  shut  up  the  path  to  hap> 

ed  range  of  view  to  which  he  is  confined,  he  piness,  and  (o  open  the  flood-gatea  of  misery 

cannot  trace  the   remote  consequences  of  any  upon  the  universe.     Although  it  is  impoasible  for 

particular  action,  the  bearings  it  may  have  on  man  in  his  present  degraded  eonditien,  to  yirid  a 

unnumbered    individuals,  ami  the  relation  in  perfeet  obedience  to  Uiis  law,  yet  nothing  short 

which  it  may  stand  to  the  concerns  of  the  eter-  of  perfect  obedience  ought  to  be  his  aim.    For 

nal  world.    An  action  which,  to  our  limited  in  as  far  as  we  fall  thort  of  it,  in  so  for  do  ws 

view,  may  appear  either  beneficial  or  indifier-  fall  short  of  happiness ;  and  consequently,  til  that 

ent,  may  involve  a  principle  which,  if  traqed  to  period  arrives  when  our  obedience  shaH  reseh 

its  remotest  consequences,  wouU  lead  to  the  de-  the  numniit  of  perfoetion,  our  happinesa  HBUsire- 

struction  of  the  moral  universe.    It  might  ap-  main  incomplete,  and  a  certain  portion  of  miMiy 

pear,  at  first  view,  on  the  whole,  beneficial  to  must  be  expected  to  mingle  itself  wtfh  attonrsa- 

society,  that  an  old  unfeeling  miser  should  be  jo3rmcnts. 

gently  suffocated,  and  his  treasures  ap|>lied  for  11.  T^^ere  i$  to  intimaU  m  eommwim 

the  purpose   of  rearing  asylums  for   the  aged  aUlhfparU  <if  Ike  Divim  iaw^thatthit 

poor,  and  seminaries  of  instruction  for  the  young,  vioiation  of  any  one  preapt  ncecssaniy 

But  the  principle  which  would  sanction  such  an  the  violation  of  the  greater  pearty  if  nei  the  wkek 

action,  if  generally  acted  upon,  wo«Ud  lead  to  <f  the  other  preoepU.    This  is  evidant  froai  tbt 

universal  plunder,  robbery,  and  bloodshed.     To  general  tenor  of  the  preceding  ilKmaatioas.    ft 

tell  a  lie  to  a  chiM,  m  order  to  induce  it  to  take  has  been  shown  that  a  breach  of  the  first  com* 

a  nauseous  medicine  which*  is  essential  to  its  mandment  inchidee  pride,  foleehood,  blMpbsf, 

veeovery  froqfi  disease,  may  appear,  in  such  a  ingratitude,  and  hatredcf  moral  eacaAsBoe ; aai 
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to  uyuitiee,  cruelty,  murtler,  ob-  wretchsdnea  Mhl  muMry  enUSsd  oa  the  hanoMi 

M  most  roToltin;  abominatiuns.  A  race.'—That  a  unir«rai[l  nolatioo  of  GM'i  law 

fifth  involves  a  principle   whi<:h  baa  never  yet  taktMi  place  in  any  region  of  the 

foundations  of  all  government  and  earih,  in  not  owing  to  much  to  any  want  of  eo* 

nd  tnwtform  society  into  a  rabble  ergy,  or  of  maligaiQr  in  the  principle  of  disobe- 

ditti.    The  violation  of  the  eighth  dience  which  is  sealed  in  the  beafta  of  men  as  to 

iih  falsehood,  treachery,  and  cove-  the  rettraiuing  influanoe  of  the  moral  Governor 

eads  to  oppression,  robbery,  p!uii-  of  the  world,  and  to  the  physical  impediroeoti 

and  the  devastation  of  e:nf)ire« ;  which   he  has  placed  to  prevent  the  diabolical 

un  of  the  tenth,  though  coa>iaiiog  paKNionn  t£  men  from  raging  without  controU 

Idgence  of  an  irregular  desire,  is  Whoilier  ii  be  possible  for  any  class  of  intelligent 

liBost  every  other  species  of  moral  nrgnnized  beings  to  sobsist  for  any  length  of  time, 

elation  eitbur  to  God  or  to  man.  under  a  complete  violation  of  the  moral  law,  it  is 

*  it  might  be  shown,  that  the  strict  not  for  us  positively  to  determiiio;  but  it  b  evi* 

servanue  of  any  one  precept  is  ne-  dent  to  a  demonstration,  that  in  the  present  phy> 

9Cted  with  a  regard  for  all  the  otlier  sical  condition  of  the  homaa  race,  such  a  violttf- 

)f  God's  law.  tion  would  unhinge  the  whole  fobric  of  society, 

Htrs,  iroro  the  preceding  illustra-  and,  in  a  short  time,  eitarminato  tho  race  of 

livcrsal  violation  of  any  one  of  the  Adam  from  the  earth. 

'  the  second  table  of  the  law,  would  V.  The  greater  part  of  the  prooepti  of  the  De- 
ire  destruction  of  th«  human  ractr.  calogue  is  binding  upon  superior  intdligences, 
the  sixth  commandment  being  sup-  and  upon  the  inhabitants  oftJl  worlds,  as  well  as 
ersed,  or  universally  violated,  this  up<m  man.  For  any  thing  we  know  to  the  coD» 
e  most  rapidly  product* d ;  but  the  trary,  th<«re  may  be  worlds  in  different  regions  of 
id  complete  extirpation  of  human  the  universe,  and  oven  within  the  boonds  of  oar 
le  earth  would  be  as  certainly  ef-  planetary  system,  where  their  inhabitants  art 
jourse  of  two  or  three  generations,  placed  in  circumstances  fimilar  to  those  in  whidi 
lal  violation  of  any  one  of  the  other  man  was  placed  in  his  paradisiacal  slate ;  and. 
Some  of  the  circumstances  which  consequently,  wbens  the  precepts  which  compose 
rily  produce  this  effect,  are  alluded  their  moral  code  may  be  exactly  the  same  as  oura. 
(ceding  illustration  of  these  pre-  But,  it  is  highly  probable  that,  in  general,  the 
IS  the  first  principle  of  the  moral  inhabitants  of  the  various  globes,  which  float  ia 
mI,  is  the  foundation  of  the  precepts  the  immensity  of  space,  differ  as  much  ia  their 
te  second  table,  it  is  obvious,  that  moral  circumsfaaces  and  relatioas, as  the  globoa 
:t  would  ultimately  follow  from  a  themselves  do  ia  their  siae,  their  physical  oonsti- 
tion  of  the  first  four  precepts  of  the  tut  ion,  and  their  natural  scenery.   I  have  already 

shown,  (p.  T8,  Sec.)  that  there  are  seven  pro- 

iws  from  what  has  hiihcrto  been  ceptsofoitr  moral  law  which  are  common  to  the 

he  moral  law  has  never  yet  been  inhabitants  of  all  worlds,  namely,  tbe>frs<,  seeoad,   ' 

lated,  nrM-  has  any  one  of  its  pre-  third,  fourth,  (seep.  114,)  the  tiaih,  the  ntnl/k, 

ipletely  reversed  in  the  conduct  of  and  the  tenth.    And,  if  there  be  no  portion  of 

I  of  our  globe.    Every  individual,  the  intelligent  sj^em  in  which  suderdfaMlioa,  ia 

ions  of  mankind  that  have  existed  a  greater  or  less  degree,  does  not  exist,  then,  the 

f  Adam,  has,  indeed,  in  one  shape  ^h  precept  of  our  code  must  also  be  a  law  com* 

oken  every  one  of  the  command-  monto  all  intelligences.     It  was  formerly  stated, 

but  such  breaches  have  not  been  (p.  108,)  that  the  seventh  precept  is  inallproba* 

niform,  and  running  thmugh  every  bility,  a  law  peculiar  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 

formrd.      Falsehood  has  always  earth,  during  the  present  economy  ofProvidence; 

vith  a  portion  of  truth,  theft  with  and,  perhaps  it  is  the  only  one  whidi  is  not  ap* 

ly  with  clemency  and  mercy,  an-  plicable  to  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  universe, 

ordination,  and  licentiousness  with  So  ihat.the  moral  laws  given  to  man  may  be  con* 

urity.     It  is  owing  to  this  partial  siJered  as  substantially  the  same  with  those 

w  dictates  of  the  law  of  nature,  which  govern  all  the  other  parts  of  the  univeraal 

m  every  human  heart,  that  the  system. 

ind  has  hitherto  been  preserved  in  Vt.  From  the  preceding  iDastratioDS,  we  may 

'he  partial  violation,  however,  of  infer,  the  eaceHeacy  aad  the  divine  origia  of  the 

r,  which  has  characterized  the  ac-  Ohristiaa  Revelation.     The  Scriptures  eontaia 

od,  in  all  ages,  has  been  the  source  the  most  impressive  evideaeO  of  their  heavealy 

nities,  miseries,  and  moral  abomi*  original  in  their  own  boaom.     Tbo  wide  range 

which  the  earth  has  groaned  from  of  objects  they  embrace,  eitaodiaf  freoi  the  coan 

generation ;  and,  in  proportion  to  meateaient  oif  our  earthly  system,  through  al 

Ilia  vieUtioa«  willbethe  axteotor  tfaoiaToUitiaaaortinw,totlmpariodQfilitM«i» 
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Mtkn ;  ind  from  tne  eountiMs  t^ m  of  eterniry  (lorji  io  rich«,  honouri,  wmMi,  and  i 

past,  to  the  more  grand  and  diversified  ecenea  of  tff  their  moral  maxima,  sefMuraiely  ooandercdy 

•lemity  to  come--the  plan  of  Providence  which  were  rational  and  excellent;  but  thay  waraea* 

they  unfold,  and  the  viewi  they  exhibit  of  the  aecied  with  ether  maxima,  which  onanihu-jf 

moral  principles  of  theDivme  government,  and  neutralized  all  their  virtue,  and  thrir  taadeney  » 

of  the  subordination  of  all  events  to  ihe   accom«  produce  happiness.    Pride,  falaahood,  ■jaaiii!% 

plishment  of  a  glorious  design— the  character  and  impurity,  revenge,  and  an  ooiealiag  apaily  la 

attributes  of  the  Creator,  which  they  illustrate  the  distresses   of  their  feMoW'CrealmiBa,    waw 

by  the  moat  impressive  delineations,  and  the  considered  as  quite  eonsistaat  with  their  systaa 

most  lofty  and  sublioMr  deseriptions'-~the  views  of  morality ;  aad  such  maligaaat  prioe^las  md 

Ihey  exhibit  of  the  existence,  the  powers,  the  practices  were  blended  with  their  noal  viHuaai 

eapacitiea,  the  virtues,  and  the  emplnynients  of  action!*.    But  we  have  already  abawu,  that  te 

auperior  ordeta  of  inteHeetual  beings— the  de-  imiform  operation  of  such  prmeiplea  would  aa> 

monstretiona  they  afford  of  the  dignified  station,  cessarily  lead  to  the  deatroctioa  oif  ail  happiaaav 

and  of  the  high  destination  of  man — and  the  sub-  and  to  the  overthrow  uf  all  order  ihrovghoat  iW 

lime  and  awfiil  scenes  they  unfold,  when  the  earth  intelligent  creation. 

**  shall  melt  like  wax  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord,"         Now,  can  it  be  supposed,  ibr  »  womaiir,  thata 

whan  the  throne  of  judgment  shall  be  set,  and  /ew,  who  had  apent  forty  yeara  of  hia  Ufa  as  a 

tho  unnumbered  millions  of  the  race  of  Adam  shepherd  in  a  desert  country,  who  lived  inanHit 

ahall  be  assembled  before  the  Judge  of  all— infi-  age  of  the  world,  who  bad  nevar  atodiad  atys- , 

aitely  surpass  every  thing  which  the  nnassisted  tern  of  ethics,  aiid  whoae  minA  waa  ahofslhsr 

imaginationa  of  men  could  have  devised,  and  incapable  of  tracing  the  varioiis  rafaitiaiia  which 

every  thing  which  had  ever  been  attempted  by  aubsbta  between  mtaUigent  batefa  aad  Mir 

the  greatest  aagea  of  antiquity,  either  in  prose  or  Creator,  could  have  investigaiad  thaaa  bmnI 

b  i^yme ;  and,  consequently  prove,  to  a  moral  principles  and  laws  which  form  tha  tboadtioa  <f 

deoKmstratinn,  that  a  Power  and  Intelligenca,  the  moral  unhrerae,  and  tha  basia  of  iha  divias 

aoperior  to  the  human  mind,  must  have  suggest-  government  in  all  worlds ;  unless  thay  had  beta 

ad  auch  sublime  eonceptions,  and  such  astonish-  communicated  imntediately  by  Him,  who,  aloaa 

mg  ideaa;  since  there  are  no  prototypea  of  such  glance,  beholda  all  the  physical  and  OMfml  rsl^ 

objects  to  be  (bund  within  the  ordinary  range  of  tioos  which  exist  tltroughoat  craarion,  aiKiwba 

the  human  mind.  can  iraee  the  bearinga  and  tha  atamal  coass* 

But  the  subject  to  which  we  have  been  hither*  quences  of  every  moral  l«w  ?    Or  caa  we  sap* 

loadverting,  when  properly  considered,  suggests  pose,  that,  throughout  the  whole  period  cftba 

an  eridence  of  die  troth  and  divinity  of  the  Scrip-  Jewish  economy,  and  darhig  the  finil  agas  cf  tha 

lorea,  as  striking,  and,  perhaps,  more  convincing  Christian  dispensatioB,  a  noltitiide  of  wrihaa 

than  any  other.    They  unfold  to  us  the  moral  shouM  appeal,  many  of  them  ooknowa  to  sadt 

laws  of  the  universe— they  present  to  us  a  sunr-  other,  ail  of  whom  should  uniformly  raeogawe 

BMry  of  moral  principles  and  precepts,  which  is  those  laws  in  their  minutest  bearings  and  rami* 

applicable  to  aJI   the  tribes  and  generatiotrie  of  fications,  unless  their  minds  had  been  eolighl* 

men,  to  all  the  orders  of  angelic  beings,  and  to  ened  and  directed  by  the  same  powerful  aad  ua* 

all  the  moral  intelligences  that  people  the  ampK>-  erring  hitelligence?    If  theae  lawa  are  dislia' 

todea  of  creation — to  man,  during  his  temporary  guished  by  their  extreme  stinptfoi^,  they  are  lbs 

abode  on  earth,  and   to  man,  when  placed  in  more  characteristic  of  their  divine  Author,  nbOr 

heaven,  so  long  as  eternity  endures — precepts,  from  the  general  operation  of  a  few  atasplepria* 

whicb,  if  universally  observed,  would   banish  ciplt^s  and  laws  in  the  system  of  nature,  prodarat 

misery  from  the  creation,  and  dbtribute  happi-  all  the  variety  we  perceive  in  the  material  weH^ 

ness,  without  alloy,  among  b3\  the  intellectual  be-  and  all  the  harmonies,  the  eoatraata,  the  beauties, 

ings  that  exist  throoghout  the  empire  of  God.  and  the  sublimities  of  the  universe.     If  it  be 

Can  theae  things  be  affirmed  ofany  other  system  asked  why  these  laws,  which  are  so  extrendy 

of  religion  or  of  morals  that  wa^  ever  puUtnhed  simple  and  comprehensive,  were  wt  discovsrsd 

to  the  world?   The  Greek  and  Romsn  moralists,  nor  recognised  by  the  ancient  sages  ?    It  might 

after  all  their  laboured  investigations,  could  never  be  answered,  by  asking  why  the  lawa  of  gravita- 

f  jrive  at  any  certain  Hetermination  with  regard  tion,  which  are  also  simple  and  eoai^>reheasive, 

to  the  nature  of  happiness,  and  the  means  of  at-  were  not  discovered,  tiU  Newton  aroae  to  invW" 

taining  it.    We  are  told  by  Yarro,  one  of  the  tigate  the  agencies  of  nature,  and  to  poor  a  Cosd 

■KMt  learned  writera  of  the  Augustan  age,  that,  of  light  on  the  system  of  the  taiiveraa?    Btf 

the  heathen  phikiaophere  had  embraced  more  the  true  reasons  are— the  unasatatad  poiveraaf 

than  two  hundred  aaid  eighty  different  opinions  the  human  mind  were  inadequate  to  the  taak  if 

laapaetiog  the  aoprema  good.    Some  of  them  anrveying  all  the  moral  relatiaoa  which  abbait 

taiq^t  that  it  oonaisted  in  aansoal  aoioynMnta,  throoghout  the  mtelKgeat  system,  and  of  traciif 

and  in  freedom  from  pain ;  othen  oooaidered  it  tfioae  moral  priaciptea  wfaieh  woaU  applj  la  iba 

itfliwidixody  wdtcontoByhUkB,  faanriltiiy  nWa  aaaanbtaoa  af  moral 
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lappineM  of  e«eh  kidiTidiial,  and  of  ami  the  hn  which  if  nerer  quenched  ;*'  and  that, 

as  one  ^jnt  whol(»— that  the  laws  of  ir  i-niversallj  acted  upon,  they  would  overthrow 

tUnosI  directly  contrary  to  the  lead-  all  order  in  the  intelligent  system,  and  banish 

of  morality  which  prevailed  in  the  every  species  of  happiness  fi^  the  unirerse— it 

that  they  struck  at  the  root  of  all  necessarily  follow*,  that  such  a  system  cannot 

pies  of  pride,  ambition,  revenge,  and  be  the  religion  prescribed  by  the  Alt-wise  and 

'hich  almost  universally  directed  the  benevolent  Creator,  nor  any  part  of  that  revela- 

indiriduals  and  of  nations.  tion  which  proclaims  '*  peace  on  esrth  and  good- 

mt  find  in  a  book  which  professes  to  will  anumg  mMi/'  end  which  enjoins  us  to  <*  lore 

;inn  from  heaven,  a  system  of  moral  the  Lord  our  God  with  allour  hesrts,  and  our 

can  clearly  be  shown  to  be  the  ba<<is  neighbour  as  ourselvee.** 

il  order  of  the  unirerse,  and  i%hich  The  Antinomian,  in  fiilbwing  out  his  own 

ed  to  secure  the  eternal  happiness  of  principles,  if  no  human  laws  or  prudential  ooosi- 

ual  beings — it  forms  a  strong  pre-  derations  were  to  deter  him,  might  run  to  every 

roof,  if  not  an  unanswerable  argu-  excess  of  profligscy  and  debauchery    might  iiH 

he  contents  of  that  book  are  of  a  ce-  dulge  in  impiety,  falsehood,  and  pro&niiy-^nigbt 

1,  and  were  dictated  by  Him  who  commit  theft,  robbery,  adultery,  fraud,  cruelty, 

to  the  whole  system  of  created  be*  injustice,  and  even  murder,  without  considering 

himself  as  scling  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  his  reli* 

Ml  this  subject  we  may  learn  the  ah-  gious  system.    On  his  principles,  the  idea  of 

pernicious  tendency  of  Antinomian-  heavent  or  a  state  of  perfect  happiness,  u  a  phy« 

U  the  absurdities  and  abominations  "ical  and  moral  impossibility ;  and  the  idea  of 

assumed  the  name  of  Religion,  I  A«tf  a  mere  bugbear  to  frighten  children  and  foob. 

nore  pernicious  and  atheistical  in  its  FoCi  whererer  the  moral  law  b  generally  obsenr- 

an  the  sentiment  which  is  tenacious-  od,  there  can  be  no  great  portion  of  misery  ex- 

ed  by  modem  Aniinomians,  *'  That  perienced  under  the  arrangements  of  a  benevo* 

ire  set  free  from  the  law  of  Gbd  as  a  lent  Creator ;  and  if  this  law  be  set  aside,  or 

uct."    That  in  liie  nineteenth  cen-  its  observance  ooosidered  as  a  matter  of  indifTer- 

Christian  era,  amidst  the  rapid  pro-  ence,  the  foundation  of  all  the  happiness  of  saints 

aical  and  moral  science,  under  the  ^nd  angels  is  necessarily  subverted.    A  heaven 

Christian  profession,  and    with  the  without  lore  pervading  the  breasts  of  all  its  in- 

pts  and  injunctions  nf  the  prophets  habitants,  would  be  a  contradiction  in  terms } 

nst,  and  of  his  apostles,  lying  open  hut  love,  as  we  have  already  seen,  is  the  foundif- 

,  a  set  of  men,  calling  themselves  ra-  tion  of  every  moral  precept. 

«,  shoukl  arise  to  maintain,  that  ther«  I  trust  the  moral  conduct  of  the  deluded  mor* 

ng  ss  "  imputed  sancitfication,*'  that  tals  who  have  embraced  this  system  is  more  re- 

w  is  not  obligatory  u\ion  Chrivtianii,  spectable  than  that  to  which  their  principles 

rhoever  talks  of  progressive  sanctifi-  naturally  lead  ;— but  the  consideration,  that  such 

ilty  of  high  treason  against  the  ma*  absurd  and  dangerous  opinions  have  been  dedue* 

ven"*^ — is  a  moral  phenomenon  tnily  od  firom  the  Christian  revelation,  should  act  as  a 

d  astonishing  ;  and  affords  an  addi-  powerful  stimulus  on  the  Christian  worid,  for  di- 

to  the  many  otlier  evidences  which  rrcting  their  attention  to  a  moro  minute  and 

,  of  the  folly  and  pervcraity  of  the  comprehensive  illustration  than  has  hitherto  been 

1,  and  of  its  readiness  to  embrace  given,  of  the  praetkal  bearingi  of  the  Christian 

d  and  glaring  absurdities  !     If  tlie  system,  and  of  the  eternal  and  immutable  obliga- 

1  of  sentiment  which  has  been  pro-  tion  of  the  law  of  God,  which  it  is  the  great  end 

le  precedinj;  illustrations  be  admit-  of  the  gospel  of  Christ  to  enforce  and  demon- 

•peare  nothing  else  requiaito  in  order  strate.     For  it  is  lamentable  to  reflect  how  many 

^rofls  absurdity  aiid  the  deadly  ma>  thousands  of  religionists,  both  in  North  and  in 

i  Antinomian  system.    If  any  sys-  South  Britain,  even  in  the  present  day,  have 

on  be  f«ninded  on  the  cancellation  of  their  minds  tinctured,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree, 

tie  which  connects  man  with  man,  ^'i'h  the  poison  of  Antinomianism,  in  oonse- 

h  God — if  its  fundamental  and  dis-  q^ience  of  the  general  strain  of  many  of  the  doo- 

N-inciples,  when  carried  out  to  their  ^'i*^'  sermons  they  are  accustomed  to  hear,  and 

nsequences,  woukl  lead  men  tokaU  of  the  injudicious  sentiments  they  have  imbibed 

r  and  to  haU  one  another — if  it  can  ^'f*°^  'ha  writings  of  the  aapralapaarian  divines  of 

at  the  operation  of  such  principles  ^  seventaelh  oaotuary. 

he  chief  ingredient  of  the  misery  VIII.  Faith  and  repentance,  aa  required  in 

from  **  the  worm  that  never  dies,  ^  Gospel,  are  absolutely  necessaiy,  in  the  pre- 
sent conditioa  of  man,  ill  order  to  acceptable 

fWmx%oUMn»  on  the  PlynouUi  AaU-  o*>^i««»  ^  ^  divine  1*^.    "  Without  &ith  it 

ii  inpoMibla  lo  plMM  God ;  for  bo  that  Mmeth 
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to  God  most  believ*  that  be  it,  and  that  b«  is  the  that  we  *<  cannot  please  Grod,"  nor  yield  to  Un 

rewarder  of  them  that  diligently  seek  him.'*—  an  acceptable  and  **  reasonable  somee.** 
Faiih,  as  the  term  is  used  in  scripture,  denotes        In  like  manner  it  might  be  shown,  that  npMl> 

tm^denet  in  the  moral  character  of  God,  found-  once  is  essemislly  requisite  in  older  toaeee|iiall> 

ed  on  the  belief  we  attach  to  the  declarations  of  obedience.    Sin  is  directly  oppooed  lo  the  dfr 

his  word.    It  is  defined,  by  the  Apostle  Paul,  in  racter  of  God,  and  is  the  great  mnaaBco  «f  lb 

the  eleventh  chapter  of  iht;  epistle  to  tlie  He-  moral  universe.    While  the loTe  of  it  piedcBt' 

brews,  to  be  "  the  confident  expectation  of  things  nates  in  any  roiud,  it  leads  to  every  ipoeMi  rf 

hopeJ  for,"  and  "  the  convictioq  f>f  things  which  moral  turpitude    and    depravity ;   and,  ooMS* 

are  not  seen."*  Faiih  substantiates  and  realizes  quenily,  completely  unfits  such  a  mind  IbryisU* 

thoffe  objects  which  are  invisible  to  the  eye  of  ing  a  cheerful  obedience  to  the  divine  law.    BM 

sense,  and  which  lie  beyond  the  reach  of  our  repentance,  which  consists  in  haired  of  sin,  sad 

present  comprehension.     It  recognises  the  exis-  sorrow  for  having  committed  it,  aatoraOy  fill 

tence  and  the  omnipresence  of  an  invisible  Being,  ^nd  prepares  the  mind  for  the  practice  vtmkm^ 

by  whose  agency  the  visible  operations  of  nature  nl  holiness.     It  tends  to  Withdraw  the  aoel  fi>«i 

are  conducted ;  and  ?iews  him  as  possessed  of  (he  practice  of  sin,  and  warns  it  c/the  dangerif 

infinite  wisdom,  power,  benevolence,  faithfiilnes«,  turning  again  to  folly.    It  is  the  comweace— t 

rectitude,  and  eternal  duration.    It  rcaluces  the  of  every  course  of  virtuous  etMidoct,  and  iIm  n^ 

aeenes  of  an  invisible  and  eternal  world— the  "tie  which  uhimately  leads  to  edid  peace  sad 

destniction  of  the  present  fabric  of  our  globe,  the  tranquillity  oi  mind.    It  is  intimafely  eoHasclsi 

resurrection  of  the  dead,  the  solemnities  of  the  ^ih  humility  and  selMenial,  and  ia  directly sp 

last  judgment,  the  new  heavens,  and  the  new  posed  to  pride,  vanity,  and  ael^pratiilatiea.    it 

earth,  the  innumerable  company  of  angels,  and  must,  therefore,  be  iadispew^j  requisite  lo 

the  grandeur  and  felicity  of  the  heavenly  worM.  prepare  us  for  coofomiity  lo  the  moral  ehaiaelv 

These  invisible  realities  it  recognises,  on  the  of  God,  for  universal  obedienoe  to  hit  liw,  lad 

testimony  of  God  exhibited  in  bis  word;  and  for  the  enjoyment  ofsubstanlial  and  never-todim 

without  a  recognition  of  such  objects,  religion  felicity.    Hence  the  importanoe  wfaidi  is  » 

can  have  no  existence  in  the  mind.— In  a  parti-  tached  to  the  exercise  of  repentance  by  oar  fli* 

cular  manner,  faith  recognises  tho  declarations  ^iptv  and  his  Apostles.     In  connearion  wiA 

•of  God  in  relation  to  the  character  and  the  coo-  ^th,  it  is  uniformly  represented  an  tkie  fifstdAf 

dition  of  men  as  violators  of  his  law,  and  as  ex-  ^^  smner,  and  the  commeaGement  of  tiie  Chrip^ 

poeed  to  misery ;  and  the  exhibition  which  is  tian  life.    Repentance  was  the   ^^t  doty  10 

made  of  the  way  of  reoonciliatinn,  through  the  which  the  forerunner  of  the  Messiah  caled  ths 

mediation  of  Jesus  Christ,  who  is  "  set  f<irth  as  multitudes  who  flocked  to  hb  baptism^  8mI  m 

s.  propitiation  to  declare  the  righteousness  of  Ghid  which  the  Messiah  himself  expatiated  daring  )iM 

in  the  remission  of  sins."    'J'he  man  in  whose  p«nod  of  his  public  ministry.    **Repettyt,fa 

heart  the  principle  of  faith  operates,  convinced  the  kingdom  of  heaven  is  at  hand.**    **£?s(!«f(t 

that  he  is  guiliy  before  God,  and  exposed  to  mi-  y^  repent,  ye  shall  all  likewise  perish."    Awk 

Mry  on  account  of  sin,  eon/idet  in  the  declarations  ^be  a  postles,  in  tlieir  instmctioos  lo  every  natiBB 

of  God  respecting  "  the  rcnussion  of  sins  through  ^t^  ^  every  class  of  men,  laid  down  the  follow* 

(he  redemption  that  is  in  Christ  Jesus  \** — he  ^%  positions  as  the  fotrndation  of  every  OMfil 

confides  in  the  goodness,  mercy,  faithfulness,  and  ^^^'y*     "  Repentance  towards  Ghid,  and  faith  1^ 

power  of  God,  which  secure  the  acconiplishmeut  wards  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.** 
of  his  promises,  and  the  supply  of  all  requisite         I^*  From  the  preceding  illustratioos  wemty 

strength  and  cun^olarion  to  support  him  amidst  leam,  that  no  merits  in  the  sense  in  which  tk^ 

the  dangers  and  afflictions  of  life ;  he  confides  in  ^^^^  i^  sometimes  used,  can  be  attached  to  hu- 

Ihe  wisdom  and  excellence  of  those   precepts  mtin  actions  in  the  sight  of  God ;  and  that  the 

which  are  prescribed  as  the  rule  of  his  conduct,  salvation,  or  ultimate  happiness  of  sinners,  u  the 

and  which  are  fitted  to  guide  him  10  the  regions  pfit^<^t  of  the  grace  or  benevolence  of  God.— 

of  happiness  v— and  in  the  exercise  of  this  confi-  That  the  good  works  of  men  are  meriiarkna  in 

dence,  he  **  adds  to  his  faith,  fortitude  and  reso-  ^  >tght  of  God,  is  a  notion,  93  unphil(»ophictl 

luiion,  knowledge,  temperance,  patience,  godli-  ^ikI  absurd,  as   it  is  impious  and  onscriptural 

ness,  brotherly  kindness,  and  charity  ;"  and  pro-  They  are  requisite,  and  tndispensa^  requisite, 

eecutes  with  courage  this  course  of  obedience,  m  qualifieationMy  or  prqwatUma  for  (he  enjey- 

tiil  at  length  "  an  entrance  is  abundantly  admin-  n>ent  of  felicity,  withont  which  the  attainment  of 

istered  to  him  bto  the  everlasting  kingdom  of  our  t*^*®  happiness  either  here  or  hereafter,  b  an  ftb> 

Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Chrbt.**  But,  without  oolute  impossibility ;  but  the  actions  of  no  created 

a  recognition  of  sudi  objects,  and  an  unshaken  ^^^9i  not  even  the  subliraest  soricea  and  adora- 

confidence  in  the  declarations  of  God  respecting  ^oos  of  the  angelic  hosts,  can  have  the  least  merit 

(ham,  it  U  obvious,  firom  the  nature  of  things,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Creator.    *<  Thy  wicfcedacsi 

may  hurt  a  man  aa  then  art,  and  thy  rig;hteoa»- 

•Doddil«gtMtnadatlonorBeb.sLl.  neti  may  profit  the  Nn  of  Bin  ;*' but  <•  if  dNH 
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Bwmmif  what  doM  ihoa  ifuoil  God ;  or,  ifthoa  For  oreiy  powor,  capacity,  and  prhrflai^e  we 

h»  rigfaMWi,  what  giveat  tfaoa  hioi?  and  what  poaaeaa,  was  derivod  fron  God.    «  What  haro 

hoof  diiM  band  f^*    '*  Thygoodoaaa  we  thai  we  have  not  reoeirod  f '    ErenoufTery 

BOC  OBlo  him,"  and  he  that  tfawelh  eiitteoce  in  the  world  of  life,  is  en  oeC  ffgrac§. 

Yum  WTPieih  his  own  soul.''— What  We  exerted  no  power  in  ushering  ourselves  into 

■  then  be  nihe  eiercise  of  love,  and  in  existence :  We  had  no  control  over  the  events 

IkneiddffniiDBofbsoevQkntaliiBetions,  whenwe  which  determined  diat  we  should  be  bum  in  Bri- 

ihat ihsiB  allseiians  are  sssentially  re-  tain,  and  not  b  Africa;  which  determined  the 


qpiMte  In  oar  bappfaMss,  and  that  the  very  exer*  particular  frmily  with  which  we  should  be  con- 

oisitf  of  thsasisn  privilege  conferred  by  God.  and  nected ;  the  edneation  we  should  receive ;  the 

w  of  the  priaripal  hysdients  of  bKsst    What  particular  objects  towards  which  our  minds  should 

■Mrit  tan  bo  nnaflbed,  in  the  presence  of  the  be  directed,  and  the  privileges  we  should  eqjov. 

M— iHlghy  to  die  aoblsst  serviese  we  can  per«  And,  when  we  arrive  at  the  ch)se  of  our  earthly 


W9  reOset,  that  we  derived  all  the  career,  when  the  spirit  b  hovering  on  the  verge 

■Ml  inlalteetaal  laeulties  by  which  we  cflHe,  and  about  to  take  its  iligbtiett  tbismor- 

tfasee  senriBss,  and  all  the  menu  bj  tal  scene,  can  it  direct  its  eoonw,  by  its  own 

"wihiii  they  iie  eaRiie4and  directed,  from  our  energies,  through  the  world  unknowaf  can  it 

hHBtilbl  Orealerf    What  merit  ean  there  be  in  wing  its  way  over  a  region  it  has  never  eiplored, 

okadioMe  to  his  law,  when  disobedience  must  to  its  kindred  spirits  in  the  maasioos  or  bliss  ? 

iatilibtj'  lead  to  dsetruction  and  misery  f    Is  it  can  it  fimish  these  mansions  with  the  scenes 

1  an  msrilorioiis  in  a  traveller,  when  he  and  oUeds  from  which  its  happinem  is  to  be  do- 

ly  dirssied,  fbmirfied  with  strength  of  rived  f  can  it  re-animate  the  body  after  it  baa 

^  wad  mind,  and  provided  with  every  neoe^  kng  mouUered  mthedust?  can  it  re-unite  itself 

Mfyftr  his  juurnay^    id  move  forward  to  the  witfa  its  k»|^4ost  partner  ?  can  it  transport  the 

pim  of  fab  wiriwd  fer  destination?    Our  bene-  rssurrsctioo-body,  to  that  distant  worid  where  it 

fi— t  aflbiiliewi,  ami  the  active  serviess  to  which  isdestfaiedtospend  an  eodlees  ezistSBeet    or 

tfmylaad,  mi^bamaritorfaiaiintbeeyesof  our  ean  it  create  those  scenes  of  ghMT  and  mafBi&> 

in  an  te  an  they  aie  the  uMuns  of  omee,  and  those  ecstatic  jojrs  which  wiBoll  It 

iDtMr  snjuyuwint;  but  inthepre*  with  trahsport  while  eternity  endnreaf    If  k 

I  of  Him  who  aim  OB  the  throne  of  the  imi-  cannot  be  supposed  to  accomplish  euch  g|orio«a 

jdlspeusing  blessings  to  all  his  oftprii^,  we  objects  by  its  own  inherent  powers,  dien,  it  sMmt 

Ann  nhiaya  have  toaeknowledge,  that  '*  we  are  be  indebted  for  every  entertammont  in  the  fbture 

MpiBllabla  ■arvaMs.'*    It  is  probable,  that,  fiT  world  to  the  unbounded  and  unmerited  love  and 

thnfceat  ehieet  of  rsligloa  were  represented  in  mercy  of  God.    To  Him,  therefere,  who  sits  i^ 

te  ancive  smupiieity,  if  the  nature  of  salvation  on  the  throne  of  the  heavens,  and  to  the  Lamb 

WW  dearly  umienrtood,  and  if  less  were  said  on  who  was  shun  and  hath  rede«med  us  to  God  by 

ikn  anfagect  of  human  msrit  in  sermons,  and  sys-  hb  blood,  let  all  praise,  honour,  dominioo,  and 

tans  of  divinity,  the  idea  which  I  am  now  com-  power,  be  ascribed  now  and  forever.  Amen, 
huing,  would  ssidom  be  entertained  by  any  mbd       Having  now  finished  what  I  proposed  in  the 

poaaeseed  of  the  Isast  share  of  Chrbtian  know-  iHostration  of  the  principles  of  love  to  God  and 

Itift,  or  of  oomnMo  sense.  to  man,  and  of  the  precepts  of  the  Dscalogue,— 

TImt  the  eternal  salvation  of  men,  b  the  eflect  in  the  following  diapter,  I  shall  take  a  bird's  sye 

of  the  love  and  the  graoe  of  God,  b  also  a  necee*  view  of  the  moral  state  of  the  work! ;  and  endea« 

aaijr  eoneeqmmoe  from  what  has  been  now  stated,  vour  to  ascertain,  to  what  extent  these  principles 

and  bws  have  been  recognised  and  observed  by 

•  Job  zzxv.  a.  t.   Psalm  xvL  t  dw.  the  inhabitants  of  our  globe. 


atof  IbeDsilJ,  ud  IhU  ihs  tuppinea 
oTlhe  iMctlignt  crmiHi  ii  Iha  gieaLoljicl  whict 
hi<  WUdcHO  uid  Omnipomnca  ud  «ii^>lojed  U 
■cconpliih — il  appan  bighlj  prulxbli ,  that  Ihi 
InhmbitBDtt  </ th*  ivhol«,OTi11«Bslgfth«gremlei 
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plgrod;  id  widm  the  rugeof  dati^b 


ptn,  oT  Ibw.   *rwW»  whoto  n»  we  behold 

iwinkling  ftoin  tlu,  in  in  ■  lUte  at  monl  pei~ 

luiU  of*  wofid  where  nunl  purii) 

AturnU,it  iireiHUble   b>  Goelude,  U»l 

diterdfr  IbeUBeJe  ofHioh  ■  worid. 

nuT  eru  in  iu  hiMorJ,  .l«^  be  ih 

Peibpi  lUa  wth  u  Ibe  aoljr  mUerul  WMid 

iriiara  yiTrial  eril   aiiiti,  obera  aiHrr  pn- 

niKuxl  whwmtrtl  order  ■■ubTKled;  ud 

IhoH  diim»l    effea*  ™j  b»TB   hoco  pemil- 

the  pragron  of  new  creUiooi  in  olhei 

Di.i«  Empin!,  ud  to  coBTej  iDta 

iN  orderlo  eihibil  to  other  iDlellirmcee,  >  *peci- 

•peeling  the  phriial  upwu,  Ih.  m 

n>eole,ud   the  hiMorj  cT  other  wo 

sTiiKnleTil,  uk  wuniiigcinhed*ji|er  of  itk 

olber  onle™  of  intJlttlial  beingi. 

tioginf ,  in  the  leut  degr«,on  Iho-i  monl  prin- 

dplei  •rKichlbnDlh.  boDdoT  luioo  ■»»(  Ihg 

inteJIigEntijnem. 

our  world,  bHJ  nolmu  r«der«d  bin 

Could  n  inter  the  »ri«  oT  annte  which  h»e 

M  Ibr  euch  UBeiuiou,  br  hie  (r» 

liou,  ud  bT  the  monl  poUutiMB  wi 

ing  of  thfl  pomp  o 

»ii:iQi7,  of  the  .    . 
the  ccoflignlioo  ofcilin,  of  the  Marmin J  nf  far- 
■ifieaiiom,  (if  theeniiceofmerchiat*  ud  caur- 
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inUy  ifl  pasted  mer  ai  unworthy  of  notice,  of  maturity,  than  he  gave  vent  to  hia  revengeful 

I  restless  paasiom  of  avarice  and  ambition  pamioos,  and  imbrued  hia  bands  in  his  brotbor's 

.in  roused  into  fury,  and  a  new  set  of  dei-  blood.    And  ever  since  the  perpetration  of  this 

Njs  arise,  to  carry  slaughter  and  desolation  horrid  and  unnatural  deed,  the  earth  has  been 

h  the  nations.    For,  during  the  short  teni-  drenched  with  the  blood  of  thousands  and  of  mil* 

periods  of  repose  from  the  din  of  war,  lions  of  human  beings,  and  the  stream  of  comip* 

the  world  has  occasionally  enjoyed,  the  tion  has  flowed  without  intermission,  and  ia  every 

lanl  passions,  which  were  only  smothered,  direction  around  the  gl(»be. 

t  extinguished,  |>revented  the  operation  of  Of  the  state  of  mankind  in  the  ages  before  the 

nevoleiit  affections ;  and,  of  ctKirse,  no  ex-  flood,  tlie  sacred  history  furnishes  us  with  only  a 

e  plans  for  the  counteraction  of  evil,  and  few  brief  and  general  descriptions.    But  those 

t^Mwement  of  mankind,  worthy  of  being  descriptions,  diort  and  eeneral  as  they  are,  pre- 

ed  by  the  annalist  and  the  historian,  were  sent  to  us  a  moat  drsadral  and  revolting  picture 

i  into  effect.  of  the   pitch  of  depravity  and  wickedneaa  to 

irder  to  produce  a  definite  impression  of  which  the  human  race  had  arrived.    We  have 

»ral  state  of  the  world,  I  shall  endeavour,  the  testimony  of  Qod  himself  to  assure  us,  that, 

chapter,  to  give  a  rapid  sketch  of  tiie  pro-  within  1600  years  from  the  creationof  the  worU, 

t  dispositions  of  mankind,  as  displayed  in  **  ihe  wickedness  of  man  had  become  great  upon 

neral  train  of  human  actions— that  we  may  the  earth— that  the  earth  was  filled  wilh  violeoee" 

bled  to  fijrm  a  rude  estimate  of  the  degree  —-yea,  that  "  every  imagination  <^  the  thou^Mf 

ch  the  law  of  God  has  been  recognised,  of  man's  heart  was  only  evil  oontinually,'— or, 

the  extent  to  which  iu  violation  has  been  as  it  may  more  literally  be  rendered  from  the 

1,  on  the  great  theatre  of  the  workl,  and  Hebrew,  *'  the  whole  imagination,  comprehend- 

I  ordinary  transactions  of  general  society,  ing  all  the  purposes  and  desires  of  the  inind,  was 
all,  in  the  first  place,  take  a  rapid  view  of  only  evil  from  day  to  day." — **  Gbd  looked  upon 
iral  state  of  the  world  in  ancient  times, '  the  earth;  and  behold  it  was  corrupt;  for  all 

len  take  a  more  particular  survey  of  the  flesh  bad  eomipted  their  way  upon  the  earth." 

It  state  of  morals,  among  savage  aiod  eivi-  A  more  oomprahensive  summary  of  the  peat* 

alion*— in  the  Christian  worid — andaoMiig  oossaadthe  extent  of  himian  wickedness  it  is 

rious  ranks  and  orders  of  society.  scarcely  possible  to  conceive.    The  mind  ia  left 

to  fill  up  the  outline  of  this  horrid  picture  with 

-— ^  every  thing  that  is  degrading  to  the  human  cfaa- 

SECTION  I  ncur,  with  every  thing  that  is  profligate  and 

abominable  in  manners,  with  every  thing  that  is 

:  OF  MORALS  «r  THE  AW ciEiTT  WORLD.  ^^^  ^^^  dee^m,  Ijcentious,  and  pro&ne,  and 

with  every  thing  that  is  hofrible  and  destructive 

.V  was  originally  formed  after  the  moral  in  war,  and  ruinous  to  the  interests  of  human  hap- 

of  his  Maker.  His  understanding  was  quick  pinnss. 

gorous  in  its  perceptions;  his  will  subject  to  The  description  now  quoted,  contains  the  fbl- 

r'lne  law,  and  to  the  dictates  of  his  reason  ;  lowing  intimations: — 1.  That,  previous  to  the 

issions  serene  and  uncontaminated  with  delude,  wiiHcedness  had  become  univerud.     It 

tiis  affections  dignified  and  pure  ;  his  love  was  not  merely  the  majority  of  mankind  that  bad 

aely  fixed  upon  his  Creator ;  and  his  joy  thus  given  unbounded  scope  to  their  licentious 

gled  with  those  sorrows  which  have  so  Iooj;  desires,  while  smaller  societies  were  to  be  found 

the  bitter  portion  of  hia  degenerate  race,  in  which  the  won^ip  of  the  true  Ood,  and  the 

e  primogenitor  of  the  human  race  did  not  precepts  of  his  law  were  observed.    For  **  all 

xitinue  in  the  holy  and  dignified  station  in  ,fi«^  had  corrupted  their  ways."    And,  at  this 

he  was  placed.     Though  he  was  placed  period  the  world  is  reckoned  to  have  been  modi 

garden  of  delijjhts,"  surrounded  with  every  more  populous  than  it  has  been  in  any  succeeding 

that  was  dolicious  to  the  taste  and  pleasant  age,  and  to  have  contained  at  least  ten  billions 

eye,  yet  he  dared  to  violate  a  positive  com-  of  inhabhants,  or  many  thousands  of  times  the 

)f  his  Maker,  and  to  stretch  forth  his  im-  amount  of  its  present  population.    So  that  uni- 

land  to  pluck  and  to  laste  the  fruit  of  the  versal  wickedness  must  have  produced  misery 

len  tree— a  picture  and  a  prelude  of  the  among  human  beings  to  an  extent  of  which  we 

:tof  millions  of  his  degraded  offspring  who  can  form  no  adequate  conception,    t.  Thedes- 

0  the  lawfbl  enjoyments  which  lie  within  criptioo  implies,  that  every  invention,  and  every 

reach,  and  obstinately  rush  on  forbidden  purpose  and  scheme  derised  both  bj  individuals 

res,  which  terminate  in  wretchedness  and  and  by  communities,  was  qf  a  mtitnoltiU  notars. 

'.    The  dismal  effects  of  the  depraved  dis-  **  "nie  imagination  of  every  man's  heart  was  oii(y 

ins  thus  introduced  among  the  human  spe-  evil  continually ."    The  dreadfiil  spectades  of 

x»  became  apparent.    Cain,  the  first-bora  misery  and  horror  which  the  universal  prevalence 

Adam,  had  00  sooner  reached  to  the  years  of  ■uieh  prindples  and  praotioea  whioh  thai 


134  THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF  REUGION. 

existed,  must  have  produced,  are  beyond  the  getber  in  public  places  for  thai  ympm^ttmm 

power  of  human  imaf  inaiion  either  to  conceive  three  men  were  omcemed  with  the  nm/t  womn; 

or  to  delineate.     Some  (aint  idea,  however,  may  the  ancient  women,  if  pomible,  being  nore  hatfiil 

be  formed  of  some  of  these  spectacles,  from  the  tod  brutish  than  the^youog.    Nay,  frUm  ^mi 

descriptions  I  jiave  already  given  of  the  effects  promiscuously  with  their  daughters,  aad  iki 

which  would  inevitably  follow,  were  the  princi-  young  men  with  their  mothers,  ao  that 

^e  of  btnevoUnce  to  be  eradicated  Srom  the  mind,  children  could  distinguish  their  owi 

sr  were  any  one  of  the  precepts  of  the  divine  law  the  parents  know  their  own  childrao.**' 

to  be  universally  violated — (see  ch.  ii.  secu  iv.  a  native  oTSamoealatatownsituatadoBllMBa- 

and  ch.  iii.   throughout.)    S.  The  ^ecUt  pro-  phrates,  a  spot  where  memoriala  of  tlwiiciigi 

duced  by  this  universal  depravity  are  forcibly  ex-  were  carefully  preserved,  gives  the  fbikMsinga> 

pressed  in  the  words,  "  The  earth  was  filled  with  count  of  the  antediluvians  i^-"  The  pnSHit  nM 

violence.**    From  this  declaration  we  are  neces-  of  mankind,"  says  he,  *'  are  differsot  fimas  dMW 

sarily  led  to  conceive  a  scene  in  which  universal  who  first  existed ;  for  those  of  tha  aBtsdihifin 

anarchy  and  disorder,  devastation  and  wretched-  world  were  all  destroyed.    The  present  vrsrU  ii 

ness,  every  where  prevailed — the    strong  and  peopled  from  the  sons  of  Deocalioii  [or  Nosh ;] 

powerful  forcibly  seizing  upon  the  wealth  and  having  increased  to  so  great  a  number  froa  est 

possessions  of  the  weak,  vidating  the  persons  of  person.    In  respect  of  the  former  brood,  4^ 

the  female  sex,  oppressing  the  poor,  the  widow,  were  men  of  violence,  and  iawlsss  in  their  dssi- 

and  the  fatherless,  overturning  the  established  ings.    They  were  OMitentious,  and  did  smsv 

order  of  families  and  societies,  plundering  cities,  unrighteous  things  ;  they  regarded  not  oaths,  aar 

demolishing    temples  and  palaces,    desolating  observed  the  rigbu  of  hospitality,  nor  sbo«cd 

fields,  orchards,  and  vineyards,  setting  fire  to  mercy  to  those  who  sued  for  it.    On  this  aooomC 

towns  and  villages,  and  carrying  bloodshed  and  they  were  doomed  to  destruction :  and  for  tUi 

devastation  through  every  land — a  scene  in  which  purpose  there  was  a  mighty  eruption  ci  wslsn 

cruelty,  injustice,  and  outrages  of  every  kind,  from  the  earth,  attended  with  heavy  thowmt 

obscenity,  revelry,  riot,  and  debauchery  of  every  from  ab<>ve ;  so  that  the  rivers  swelled,  and  ths 

description,  triumphed  over  every  principle  of  sea  overflowed,  till  the  whole  earth  was  eovartd 

decency  and  virtue— a  scene  in  which  the  earth  with  a  flood,  and  all  flesh  drowned.    Dnncalisi 

was  strewed  with  smoking  ruins,  with  the  frag-  alone  was  preserved  to  re-peo(de  the  worid.  IVi 

ments    of   human  habitations,   with  mangled  mercy  was  shown  to  him  on  account  of  his  pisif 

hiiman  beings  in  a  state  of  wretchedness  and  and  justice.    His  preservation  was  eieeted  is 

despair,  and  with  the  unburied  carcasses  of  the  this  manner  : — He  put  all  his  fomity,  both  km 

slain.  sons  and  their  wives,  into  a  vast  ark  which  hs 

Such  appears  to  have  been  the  state  of  gene-  had  provided,  and  he  went  into  it  himselC  At 
ral  society  at  the  time  when  Noah  was  command-  the  same  lime  animals  of  every  species  boars, 
sd  to  build  an  ark  of  refuge — a  state  of  society  horses,  lions,  serpents,  whatever  kind  lived  upon 
which  could  not  have  long  continued,  but  must  the  face  of  the  earth — followed  him  by  pairs;  afl 
inevitably,  in  the  course  of  a  few  generations,  which  ho  received  into  the  ark,  and  ssperieaecd 
have  thinned  the  race  of  mankind,  and  ultimate-  no  evil  from  them ;  for  there  prevailed  a  wonder- 
ly  have  extirpated  the  race  of  Adam  from  the  ful  harmony  throughout,  by  the  unraediaie  in- 
earth, even  although  the  deluge  had  never  been  fluence  of  the  Deity.  Thus  were  thay  wafted 
poored  upon  the  world.  Wickedness  appears  to  with  him  as  long  as  the  flood  endored." 
have  come  to  such  a  height,  that  no  interposition  Such  is  the  aocouiit  which  Lucian  gives  of  ths 
of  Providence  could  be  supposed  available  to  antediluvian  workl,  and  of  the  prsservation  of  lbs 
produce  a  reformation  among  mankind,  without  human  race,  as  he  received  it  from  the  tmditisas 
destroying  their  freedom  of  will ;  and,  therefore,  of  the  inhabitants  of  Hien^is,  in  Syria,  whsis 
It  was  an  act  of  mercy ^  as  well  as  of  judgment,  the  natives  pretended  to  have  vary  paitionhr 
to  sweep  them  away  at  once  by  the  waters  of  memorials  of  the  dduge.  It  corroborates  dM 
the  flood,  afler  having  given  them  warnings  of  &cts  stated  in  the  sacred  history,  and  bean  a 
their  danger ;  in  order  to  convince  such  obstinate  very  near  resemblance  to  the  authentic  aooooat 
and  abandoned  characters,  that "  there  is  a  Grod  which  has  been  transmitted  to  us  by  Mosss.— 
that  judgeth  in  the  earth  ;**  and  in  order  to  pre-  These  facts,  respecting  the  depravity  of  the  asts- 
vent  the  misery  which  would  otherwise  have  been  diluvians,  present  to  us  a  striking  example,  and 
entailed  on  succeeding  generations.  a  demonstrative  evidence  of  the  dreadfid  sAetf 

Not  only  the  Sacred,  but  also  the  Pagan  writ-  to  which  a  gmeral  viohition  of  the  divine  U^ 

ers,  when  alluding  to  the  antediluvians,  uniformly  necessarily  leads ;  and  of  the  extensive  oonfiisioa 

represent  them  as  abandoned  to  uncleanness,  and  misery  which  are  inevitably  produced,  wfaft 

and  all  kinds  of  wickedness.    Eutychus,  in  his  the  law  of  love  is  set  aside,  and  when  malefo* 

^jmalt,  when  speaking  of  the  posterity  of  Cain,  fence  exerts,  without  control,  its  diabolical  cns^ 

says,  <*  that  they  were  guilty  of  all  manner  of  gies.    All  order  in  society  is  subverted,  svny 

filthy  crimes  with  one  another,  and,  meeting  to-  species  of  rational  hippinsM  ii  dsHrsfsd^  tm 
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5  eiiMCA^  of  inienij^nt  btiin;r<(,  in  auch  a     shoald  acquire  but  a  very  limited  conce|)tion  of 
lie,  btfconmt  a  cuwe  ii»  themselves,  and  to  all     the  extent  of  moral  evil,  and  of  the  immense 
luiid  them.     Had  not  tliis  been  the  ca*e  in  ihe     variety  of  sliapes  which  it  has  assumed  ;  fur  the 
iiiieval  world,  irecannx  suppose  that  the  D^ity     one  tenth  of  the  crimes  of  mankind  has  never 
mid  have  exerted  his  Omiii^oseiice  in  shatter-     been  recorded  ;  and  it  is  lo  the  public  transac- 
;  the  crust  of  the  terraqueous  globe,  and  biiry-     iii,ns  of  only  a  small  portion  of  the  world  that 
I  its  inbabitanis  under  the  waters  of  a  dv  lu^e.     tlie  pa^e  of  ihe  historian  directs  our  attention.     I 
After  die  delu^  bail  subsided,  and  the  race  of    shall,  Uterefbre,  conrent  inyiieif  with  stating  a 
wh  had  begun  to  multiply  on  the  earih,  it  was     few  insulated  faci^,  as  speriniens  of  the  (rain  of 
.  long  before  the  dejiVavity  of  man  began  D     actions  which  have  generally  prevailed  in  the 
»w  itself  by  ita  roali;!nant  efrecc  ;  though  hu-     world. 
n  wickedness  has  never  arrived  to  such  a  pitch  »»«,  .»*  nian/««iir«A«.  »<•  .^m.^...* 
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ui  the  times  before  the  no<id  ;  fjr  this  reason, 

lon^  o  here,  tint  the  life  of  man  has  been  re-         War^  as  already  noticed,  has  been  the  delight 

:ed  to  a  narrow  span,  which  prevents  him  from  and  the  em|>lormeiit  of  man  in  every  ago ;  and. 

Tying  hifl  matevolout  schemes  to  such  an  ex-  under  this  term  may  be  included  every  thing  that 

It  as  did  the  inlia'Jitants  (»f  the  world  before  i*  base  an.l  execrable  in  moral  conduct,  every 

I  flood,  whiMo  lives  were  prolonged  to  the  pc-  thing  thatisMiibversiveofthtt  principle  of  benevo- 

d  of  naarly  a  thousand  years.     The  lust  <if  lence,  etery  thing  that  is  destructive  of  human 

biliom  aoua  began  to  exert  its  baleful  inthiencc  enjoyment,  ovrry  tliiii;{  that  rouses  the  passions 

T  Ihe  itttod;  an«l  an  inordinate  desire  afier  into  diabolical  fury,   every  thing  that  adds  to 

alth,  diatinctiotis,  and  aggrandizement,  paved  the  sum  of  human  wretchedness,  every  thing  that 

way  fiir  the  ustabliihment  of  despotism,  and  ie  opprisssive,  cruel,  and  unjust,  and  every  thing 

encruachineots  on  the  rights  and  the  enjoy-  that  is  dreadful  and  appalling  to  mankind.— As 

n  9  of  niankinJ.     Amijii^  the  heroes  and  des-  an  exemplification  of  ilie  destructive  eflfects  of 

s  of  antiquity,  Nimrod,  the  founder  of  the  War,  I  shall,  in  the  first  place,  state  a  few  (acta 

byMNiish  em;iirc,  h-jl<lit  a  diAtin^uished  pla'ze.  in  relation  to  the  Carthaginians, 
was  the  grandfon  of  ^a.-n.  tliH  son  of  Noah,         Carthage   was  originally  a  small   colony  of 

I  is  the  firstt  one  meotifme-i  in  Scripture  who  Pheiiicians,  who,  about  800    years  beforo  the 

lears  to  have  made  invasions  on  the  territories  Christian  era,  settled  on  the  northern  coast  of 

his  neielibours.     Having  distinguished  him-  Africa,  on  a  small  (leninsula,  adjacent  lo  the  bay 

',  by  driving  from  his  country  the  beasts  of  of  Tunis.      Having    increased  in   wealth  and 

y,  and  by  engas,'ing  in  other  valorous  expUiits,  power,  by  means  of  their  extensive  eooimerce, 

appears  to  have  <ispired  after  regal  dignity  and  like  most  other  nations,  they  attempted  to  moke 

irer,  an.1  1(1  liave  a^numed  the  reins  of  ahio-  inroads  on  the  territories  of  neighbouring  tribes, 

!  government.     He  wa:*  the  first  that  subvort-  and  to  plunder  them  of  their  treasures.     By  de- 

I he  patriarchal  ^'uvernment ;  and  is  siiptioted  preesthoy  extended  their  power  over  all  the  islands 

lave  introduced,  among  his  subjects,  the  Za-  in  the  Mediterranean,  Sicily  only  excepted.  For 

I  idola'ry,  or  the  worship  of  the  heavenly  host,  the  entire  conquest  of  this  island,  about  480 

'lie  b^jirinnin:;  of  \\w  kin^^iom,"  wo  are  told,  yeart  before  Christ,  they  made  vast  preparations, 

AM  H.ibyloii,  uiiJ    FIrer.h,  and   Acrad,  ani  which  lasted  f)r  three  years.     Their  army  con- 

neh,  iu  the  land  of  Shinar."     In  the  f  KVstpp^  sisted  of  300,000  men  ;  their  fleet  was  composed 

ii<  pro:i*l  an.l  ambitious  desiK)i,  has  followed  of  upwards  of  £000  men  of  war,  and  3000  trans- 

lin  of  Alexan4ii!rs,Cie4ar9.  Hanntbals,  Jeng-  ports.     With  such  an  immense  armament,  they 

Kans,   Attilas,  Alaric,  Tainerlines,  Murj-  roadenodoubtof  conquering  the  whole  island  in  a 

NJg!is,   Fredericks,    an<l    B^napartes,   wiio  single  campaign.      But  they  found  themselves 

9  driven   the  plough-share   of  devaUatiun  miserably  deceived.     Hainilcar,  the  most  expe- 

iighthe  world,  erected  thrones  over  the  graves  ri»>nced  captain  of  the  age,  sailed  from  Carthago 

Jau^hterod  nations,  decorate<l  their  palaces  v^th  this  formidable  army,  and  invested  the  city 

I  trophies  dyed  in  blooil,  and  made  the  earth  of  Hymera.     The  besieged  were  much  straiten- 

Bsound  with  the  groans  an  1  slirieks  of  dying  ed  and  dismayed  by  the  operations  of  this  power- 

im4,  and  the  voice  of  mourning,  lamentation,  ful  armame.it ;  but  Gelon,  the  tyrant  of  Syracuse, 

wa  flew  immediately  to  their  relief,  with  50,000  foot 

!*o  delineate  all  the  scenes  of  desolation  and  and  6000  horse.    A  dreadful  slaughter  ensued  : 

or  which  have  been  produced  by  such  des-  an  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  of  the  Carthagi- 

uioea,  and  the  atrocious  crimes  ond  immo-  nians  were  killed  in  the  battle  and  pursuit,  ud 

ies  which  hare  followed  in  their  train,  would  all  the  rest  taken  prisoners ;  so  that  not  a  single 

i>  transcribe  the  whole  records  of  ancient  and  persxi  escaped  of  this  mighty  army.     Of  the 

em  histofy,  which  contain  little  else  than  a  8000  ships  of  war,  and  the  3000  traMports  of 

Bter  of  human  folly,  avarice,  ambition,  and  which  the  fleet  consisted,  tight  ships  only,  whidi 

ilty ;  and  of  the  daring  villanies  with  which  then  happened  to  be  out  at  sea,  made  their  escape; 

'  havo  beon  accompanied.    Even  then,  we  these  immediately  set  sail  lor  Carthage,  but  were 
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til  cast  away,  and  every  >oul  perished,  except  a  Hymera  was  next  benieged  by  Hnaffi^  M# 

few  who  were  caved  in  a  small  boat,  and  at  lant  razed  to  iis  foundations.     He  (breed- thrM  tboit 

reached  Carthage  with  the  dismal  tidings  of  the  sand  prisoners  to  undergo  all  kinds  of  igBMHif 

lotal  loss  of  the  6eei  and  army. — Here  we  have  and  panishroents,  and  at  last  nrardwed  th— ,  m 

presented  to  our  view,  in  one  short  struggle,  the  the  very  spot  where  hisgrand&ther  hftd  WtaMI- 

entire  destruction  of  more  than  two  hmdrtd  thou'  ed  by  Gelon's  cavalry,  to  appease  and  sfttidjjr  Idr 


semd  human  beings,  if  we  take  into  account  the  numeSf  by  the  bk>od  of  these  unhappy 

number  which  must  necessarily  have  fallen  in  such  is  the  humanily  and  the 

the  Sicilian  army.    And,  if  we  .take  into  con-  wliomr  we  are  accustomed  to  dntrngniah  by  A* 

sideralion    the    many    thousands    of    mangled  names  of  PfUriota  and   Heroes i->Blat«4  wHk 

wretches,  whose  existence,  from  that  moment,  these  partial  victories,  the  CarthagiDWBs  wnA' 

would  be  rendered  miserable;  the  destruction  of  tated  the  reduction  of  the  whole  of  Sicily.    TlMy 

property  in  the  besieged  city;  the  victims  crush-  snarched  againet  the  city   of  Agrigcntms,  an^ 

ed  to  death  amidst  the  ruins  of  falling  houses  ;  battered  its  walls  with  dreadful  fnry.     The  ba> 

the  cries,  and  shrieks,  and  lamentations  of  wo-  sieged  defended  themselves  with  iacTedible  r«so> 

men  and  children ;  the  diseases  and  the  misery  Imion.    In  a  sally,  they  burned  aJi  llie  battsriag 

induced  by  terror  and  alarm,  and  the   loss  of  machines  raised  against  their  city,  and  rspulssd 

friends ;  the  terrific  and  appa^ing  Fpectacle  of  the  enemy  with  immeoae  slaughter.     Agi^-te 

6000  ships  all  on  a  blaze,  of  ten   thousands  of  Csrthaginians  rallied  their  forces,  best  down  Ai 

burning  and  drowning  wretches,  supplicating  in  walk  <^the  city,  plundered  it  of<eB  ioMMav 

▼ain  for  mercy,  and  the   oaths,  execrations,  and  booty,  and  with  dieir  usual  cruelty,  pot  mttili  !»• 

furious  yells  whwh  would  be  mingled  with  this  habitants  to  the  sworc^  not  eieeptnig  enren  tbo» 

work  of  destruction,  we  shall  find  it  difficult  to  who  had  fled  to  the  temples.    The  CaitiiagiBiiit 

form  an  adequate  conception  of  the  miseries  and  were  soon  after  forced  to  retire  trom  Sic9^. 

horrors  of  such  a  scene.     And  what  was  the  Again   they  renewed  their  expeditioas;  a|d» 

cause  of  this  dreadflil  slaughter  and  devastation  ?  they  were  repulsed  ;  and  again  they  {rfwiged  ■!» 

That  a  proud  and  opulent  city,  whose  inhabitants  the  horrors  of  war ;  while  thouaands  wai  tea  lbe» 

were  rioting  in  every  species  of  luxury,  might  sands  were  slaughtered  at  every  onsel;  nMa,%M> 

gratify  ito  ambition,  by  tyrannizing  over  neigh-  men,  and  children  maaaaoned  in  ooM  bleed  tad 

bouring  tribes,  and  by  plundering  them  of  that  the  pestilence  produced  by. the  unboriedoareHaii 

wealth  of  which  it  did  not  stand  in  need.    And  of  the  slain,  proved  more  &tal  to  mjraula,  ibn 


this  ia  but  one  instance  out  of  ten  hundred  thou-     even  the  sword  of  the  warrior. 

sand  of  the  miseries  of  war, — one  faint  ihade  in        In  this  manner  did   these  in&tomted  martab 


the  picture  of  human  wo !  carry  on  a  series  of  sanguinary  contests  for  i 

ONne  would  have  thought,  that,  af^cr  such  a  ral  cenlurifts,  with  the  Sicilians,  Ghreeks,  an^ 
signal  loss  and  discomfiture,  the  Carthapinians  other  nations ;  till,  at  length,  they  dared  to  en- 
would  have  contented  themselves  with  their  own  counter  the  power,  and  the  formidable  forces  of 
territory,  aiVi  refrained  from  aggressive  war.  the  Romans,  and  commenced  those  dreadful  aal 
This ,  however,  was  not  the  cane.  Where  bene-  long-contimied  conflicts,  distinguished  in  History 
volence  is  banished  from  the  mind,  andret'en^e  by  the  name  of  T*he  Pmnic  Wan,  The  finrt 
occupies  its  place  in  the  aflTections,  it  will  hurry  Punir  wnr  lasted  twenty-four  years  ;^the  second, 
unprincipled  men  to  the  most  wild  and  atrocious  seventeen  years  ;  and  the  third,  four  years  and 
actions,  althoirgh  they  should  terminate  in  de-  some  months.  In  this  last  contest,  the  plougb- 
struciion  to  themselves  and  to  all  around  them.  It  share  of  dcRtruction  was  literally  driven  throi^ 
was  not  long  afler  this  period,  when  preparations  their  devoted  city,  by  the  Romans.  It  was  d^ 
were  again  made  for  the  invasion  of  Sicily,  livered  up  to  be  plundered  by  their  soldiers ;  il» 
Hannibal,  the  grandson  of  Hkmilcar,  landed  on  gold,  silver,  statues,  and  other  treasures  amonirt* 
the  coast  of  Sicily,  and  laid  sieze  to  Selinu^.  ing  to  4,470,000  pounds  weight  of  silver,  were 
'i*he  besieged  made  a  vigorous  defence ;  but  at  carried  off  to  Rome ;  its  towers,  ramparU^ 
last  the  city  was  taken  by  storm,  and  the  inhabi-  walls,  and  all  the  works  which  the  CarthaginisBt 
tants  were  treated  with  the  utmost  cruelty.  All  had  raised  in  the  course  of  many  ages,  were  le- 
were  massacred  by  the  savage  conquerors,  except  veiled  to  the  ground.  F^re  was  set  te  the  edifices 
the  women,  who  fled  to  the  temples ; — and  these  of  this  proud  metropolis,  which  consumed  thea 
escaped,  not  'through  the  nterciful  dispositions  all,  not  a  single  house  escaping  the  fury  of  the 
of  the  Carthaginians,  but  because  they  were  flames.  And  though  the  fire  began  in  all  qnu^ 
afraid,  that,  if  driven  to  despair,  they  would  set  ters  at  the  same  time,  and  burned  with  incredible 
fire  to  the  temples,  and  by  that  means  consume  violence,  it  cont'mued  for  mmmteen  days  befbra 
the  treasure  they  expected  to  find  in  those  places,  all  the  buildings  were  consumed. — ^Thi»  periab- 
Sixteen  thousand  were  nruissacred ;  the  women  ed  Carthago— a  city  which  eontainsd  700,000 
and  children,  about  500O in  number,  were  carried  inhabitants,  and  which- had  waged  so  mafff 
away  captive ;  the  temples  were  plundered  of  all  ferocious  wars  with  neighbouring  i 
their  treasures,  and  the  city  raced-  to  the  ground,  rible  example  of  the  dastRWtive  < ' 
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\j  naletolent  pMsions,  aivj  of  the  retributive  ihe   Huns,  at  Chalons,  there    perished    about 

juitioB  of  the  Governor  of  the  worU.    The  de-  SOO  000.    In  tie  year  631,  there  were  slain  by  the 

stmetioa  of  human  life  in  the  numerous  wars  in  Saracen^  in  Syria,  60,000 ;  in   the  invasion  of 

wlueb  it  wan  engaged,  is  beyon<l  aJI  spcciAecai-  ^XWtin  by  the  Goths,  no  less  than  300,600 ;  and 

«iilfttion.    During  the  space  of  sixteen  years,  in  A.  D.  734.  by  the  Saracens  in  Spain,  870,000. 

Humibdi  the  Carthaginian  general,  plundered  In  the   battle  of  Fontenay,  were    slaughtered 

no  lem  than  fiwr  hundred  towns,  and  destroyed  100,000;  in  thebaiileof  Yermouk,  150,000;  and 

'300,000ofhia  enemies;  and  we  (imy  safely  reck-  lu  liie  b&itle  between  Charles  Mariel   and  the 

oi,  that  nearly  an  equal  number  of  his  own  Mahometans,  350.000.  In  the  battle  of  Muret,  in 

laen  roost  have  tMen  cut  oflT  by  tiie  opposing  ar-  A.  D.  1213,  between   the  Catholics  and  the  AN 

mies;  so  thai  several  millions  of  human  victims  biguoses,   were  slain  32,000;  in  the  battle  of 

ttust  have  been  sacrificed  in  these  bloody  and  Cressy,  in  1S4«,  50.000 ;  in  the  battle  of  Hali- 

cruel  wan.  dun-hilt,  in  1333,  20,000 ;  in  the  battle  of  Agin- 

Tho  ioUowing  is  a  summary  statement  of  the  court,  in  1415,  20,000 ;  in  the  battle  of  Towton, 

iHtrober  of  Imman  beings  that  were  slain  in  seve-  in  1461,  37.000;  in  the  battle   of  Lepanto,  in 

ral  of  the  battlep  recorded  in  history. — In  Ihe  1571,25.000;  at  the  siege  of  Vienna,  in  1683, 

year  101  beibre  Christ,  in  an  engagement  between  70,000;   and  in  a    battle  in  Persia,    in  1734t 

Marius,  the  Roman  Consul,  and  the  Ambrohes  WfiOO.* 

and  the  Tootones,  in   Transalpine  Gaul,  there  The  most  numerous  army  of  which  we  have 

were  alain  of  thaee  barbarians,  besides  M4iat  fell  any  accotmt  in  the  annals  of  history,  was  that  of 

in  ihe  Roman  army,  200,000,  some  historians  Xerxea.    According  to  the  statement  of  Rollin, 

any,  290,060.    And  it  is  related,  that  the  inhabi-  which  is  founded  on  the  statements  of  Herodotus, 

tnatfl  of  the  neighbouring  country  made   fences  Isocrates,  and  Plutarch,  this  army  consisted  of 

tor  vineyards  of  their  bones.    In  the  following  1,700,000  fool,  80,000  horse,  and  20,000  men 

ymr,  tho  Roouuis,  under  the   command  of  the  for  conducting  the  carriages  and  camels.    Ob 

Mune  general,  slaughtered  140,000  of  the  Cimbri,  passing  the  Hellespont,  an  addition  was  made  to 

nnd  took  60,080  prisoners.    In  the  year  105,  B.  it  from  other  nations,  of  300,000,  which  made 

C.  the  RooHUM,  in  a  tingle  engagement  with  the  his'  land  forces  amount  to  £,100,000.    Hu  fleet 

Cimbri  and  the.Toutones,  lost  upwards  of  80,000  consisted  of  1207  vessels,  each   carrying  230 

men.    In  the  battle  of  Camue,  the  Romans  were  men ;  in  all  277,610  men,  which  was  augmented 

surrounded  by  the  forces  of  Hannibal,  and  cut  by  the  European  nations,  with  1200  vessels  caiw 

to  pieces.    After  an  engagement  of  only  <Af«e  rying  240,000  men.    Besides  this  fleet  the  small 

fcenrs,  the  carnage  became  so  dreadful,  that  even  galleys,  transport  ships,  &c.  amoiuited  to  3000, 

the  Carthaginian  general  cried  out,  to  spare  the  containing  about  240,000  men.    Induding  ser- 

conqiiered.     Above  40,000  Romans  lay  dead  on  vants,  eunuchs,  women,  sutlers,  and  others,  who 

the  field,  and  six  thousand  of  the  Carthaginian  usually  follow  an  army,  it  is  reckoned,  that  the 

mrmy.     WTiat  a  dreadful  display  of  the  rage  and  whole  number  of  souls  that  followed  Xerxes  into 

fury  of  diabolical  passions  must  have  been  exhi-  Greece,  amounted  to  5,283,220 ;  which  is  more 

■bited  on  this  occasion!  and  what  a  horrible  scene  than  the  whble  of  the  male  population  of  Great 

muit  have  been  presented  on   the  field  of  battle,  Britian  and  Ireland,  above  twenty  years  of  age, 

'when  we  consider,  that,  in  the  mode  of  ancient  and  nearly  triple  the  whole  population  of  Scot- 

wnrfare,  the  slain  were  Kterally  mangled,  and  cut  land.     Afler  remaining  some  time  in  Greece, 

topieces!— In  the  battle  of  Ittsas,  between  Alex-  nearly  the  whole  of  this  immense  army,  along 

wider  and  Darius,  were  slain  110,000;  in  the  with  the  fleet,  was  routed  and  destroyed.     Mar- 

Imttleof  Arbela,  two  years  aftorwardji,  between  donius,  one  of  his  ablest  commanders,  with  an 

Che  same  two  despots,  300.000  ;    in  the  battle  army  of  300,000,  was  finally  defeated  and  slain 

between  Pyrrhus  and  the   Romans,  25,000 ;  in  at  the  battle  of  Platea,  and  only  three  thousand 

ihe  battle  between  Scipio  and  Asdnibal,  40  000 ;  of  this  vast  army,  with  difficulty  escaped  de- 

-io  the  battle  between  Suetonius  and  Boadicea,  stroction. 

BO ,000.     In  the  siege  of  Jeru!*alem  by  Vespa-  The  destruction  of  Miman  life  in  the  ware 

sian,  according  to  tho  account  of  JosKphus,  there  which  accompanied  and  followed  the  incursions 

were  destroy^,  in  the  most  ifrrible  manner,  of  the  barbarians,  who  overthrew  the  Roman 

1,100,000;  and  there  were  elaughtered  in  Jeni-  empire,  is  beyond  all  calcul.ilion  or  conception, 

anieoi,  m  170,  B.  C.  by  Antiochus,  40,000.     At  It/orms  an  era  in  history  most  degrading  to  the 

Cyrene,  there  were  slain  of  Romans  and  Greeks,  human  species.    In  the  war  which  was  waged  in 

ty  the  Jews,  220,000  ;  in  Egypt  and  Cyprus,  in  Africa,  in  the  days  ef  Justinian,  Procopius  re- 

Cbe  reign  of  Trajan,  240,000 ;  and  in  the  reign  marks,  "  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say,  that  five 
•«r  Adrian,  560,000  Jews.     After  Julius  Cassar 

had  carried  his  arms  into  the  territories  of  Usi-  .  ^he  above  statements  are  collectert  from  the 

petes  in  Germany,  he  defeated  them  with  such  ficts stated  in  Rolltn's  Ancient Hlstorr.MllIot'sEle- 

4a  one  battle.     At  tbe  defeat  ef  Attua,  King  of  battles  contained  In  the  "  Pictures  of  war,"  ice 
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minions  pert^iied  by  the  sworJ,  and  faminH,  and  stroyed  ;  and  amidst  this  UDiveml  tUugbleriai 

pestilence.'*  The  santeaiitltor  states  that,  during  devastation,  tb«  wbol*  earth  §99mtd  in  Hwif 

the  twenty  years'  war  which  Justinian  carried  of  being  laid  waste,  and  the  humMi  race  to  flAi 

on  witli  the  Gothic  conquerors  of  Italy,  the  loss  a  total  annihilatiou."'^ 

of  the  Goths  anumnted  to  above  15  millions ;  nor  Such  is  the  bird's  eye  view  of  the  dcatractiaa 
will  ihiM  appear  incredible,  when  we  find,  that  in  of  the  human  speciec,  which  war  hu  prodaoed 
one  camfmi^n,  50.000  labourers  died  of  hunger,  in  different  periods.  The  instancea  I  have 
About  the  beginning  of  l!io  I3(h  century  ar(»se  broujsht  forward  present  only  a  few  dctadicdcii^ 
that  cruel  and  bloody  tyrniit  J*-n<!liiz-Khan.  cumstances  in  the  annals  of  warfare,  and  relals 
With  immense  armies,  some  of  ik'in  am-mnling  only  to  a  few  limited  periods  io  the  hialory  of 
to  more  than  a  million  in  niunber.  he  overran  man  :  and  yet  in  the  four  iostaoces  above  aiatad, 
and  subdued  the  kingdom  of  Ilya  in  China,  Tan-  we  are  presented  with  a  scene  of  horror,  wkick 
gut,  Kiiay,  Turkestan,  Kirazum  GnatBucka-  includes  the  destruction  of  nearly  50  millioasof 
ria,  Persia,  and  part  of  India,  committing  the  humanbeings.  What  a  vast  and  horrific  pictvret 
most  dreadful  cruelties  and  devaMai ions.  It  is  then,  would  be  presented  to  the  eye,  could  et 
computed,  that,  during  the  last  22  years  of  his  take  in  at  one  view  aU  ilu  9ctnm  of  riaofhlv, 
reign,  no  fewer  than  14,470,000  persons  were  which  have  been  realized  in  every  period,  ii 
butchered  by  this  scourge  of  the  human  race,  every  nation,  and  among  erery  tribe!  If  we 
He  appeared  like  an  infernal  fiend,  breathing  take  into  consideration  not  only  the  Boabarflf 
destruction  to  the  nations  of  the  East,  and  the  those  who  have  fallen  in  the  field  of  bauW,balflf 
principle  which  he  adopted,  after  conquest,  was  those  who  have  perished  through  the  naiani 
titter  •xtermination,  consequences  of  war,  by  the  ft  nine  mad  the  psi* 
Nearly  about  the  same  period  when  this  mon-  tilence,  which  war  has  produced  ;  by  diseaet, 
ster  was  ravaging  and  slaughtering  the  eastern  &tigue,  terror,  and  melancholy;  and  by  the  o^ 
world,  those  mad  expeditions,  distinguished  by  pression,  injustice,  and  cruelty  of  anvi^  et»* 
the  name  of  the  Cnuadety  were  going  f<jrward  querors, — it  will  not,  perhaps,  he  overratinf  lbs 
in  the  west.  Su  millions  of  infiituated  wretches,  destruction  of  human  life,  if  we  afim,  thai  me 
raging  with  hatred,  and  thursting  for  blood,  as-  Unih  of  the  human  race  has  been  destroyed  hf 
•rnied  the  image  of  the  cross,  and  marched  in  the  ravages  of  war.  And  if  this  estimate  be  a^ 
wild  disorder  to  the  confines  of  the  Holy  land,  in  milted,  it  will  follow,  that  more  than  /emritm 
order  to  recover  the  city  of  Jerusalem  from  the  thouaand  miUiona  of  human  beings  have  heta 
hands  of  the  infidels.  In  these  holy  uxirs,  as  slaughtered  in  war,  since  the  beginnii^  of  lbs 
they  were  impiously  termed,  more  than  850,000  world — which  is  about  tigkUen  timf  the  nobJcr 
Europeans  were  sacrificed  before  they  obtained  of  inhabitants  which,  at  the  present,  exist  on 
possession  of  Nice,  Antioch,  and  Edessa.  At  the  globe;  or,  in  other  words,  it  Is  equivalent 
the  siege  of  Acre,  300,000  were  slain  ;  and  at  to  the  destruction  of  the  inhabitants  of  eightefli 
the  taking  of  Jerusalem,  in  1099,  about  seventy  worlds  of  the  same  population  as  ours.f  That 
thousand.  Fur  196  years,  thcso  wild  expedi-  this  conclusion  is  rather  within  than  beyond  tbs 
tions  continued  in  vogue,  and  were  urged  for-  bounds  of  truth,  will  appear,  from  what  basbesn 
ward  by  proclamations  issued  from  the  throne,  stated  above  respecting  the  destruction  of  lbs 
and  by  fknatical  sermons  thundered  from  the  '  Goths,  iu  the  time  of  Justinian.  In  the  course  of 
pulpit,  till  several  millions  of  deluded  mortals  80  years,  15  millions  of  persons  perished  in  tbs 
perished  from  the  earth;  for  by  far  the  greater  wars.  Now,  if  the  population  of  the  counuies  of 
part  of  those  wlto  engaged  in  the  crusades,  were  Europe,  in  which  these  wars  took  place,  did  not 
either  slain  or  taken  prisoners.  About  this  pe-  exceed  60  millions,  the  proportion  of  the  riaof^ 
riod,  and  several  centuries  before  it,  the  whole  tred  to  the  whole  population  was  as  eiw  tofmr, 
earth  exhibited  little  else  than  one  great  field  of  and,  if  20  years  be  reckoned  as  only  half  the  pe> 
battle,  in  which  nations  were  dashing  against  riod  of  a  generation,  the  proportion  was  as  oncti 
each  other,  conquerors  ravaging  kingdoms,  ty-  tu>o  ;  in  other  words,  at  the  rate  of  one  balfufa 
rants  exercising  the  most  horrid  cruelties;  su-  whole  generation  iu  the  course  of  40  years.  What 
perstition  and  revenge  immolating  their  millions  a  horrible  and  tremendous  ctmsideration  ?•— to  ro- 
of victims ;  and  tumults,  insurrect  ions,  f>liughtcr,  flecl,ihat  14.000,000,000  of  beings,  endowed  wilk 
and  universal  alarm,  banishing  peace  and  Iran-  intellectual  faculties,  and  furnished  with  bodiof 
quillity  from  the  work!,  and  subverting  the  moral  curiously  organized  by  divine  wisdona-— that  tbs 
order  of  society.  "  In  Europe,  Germany  and  inhabitants  of  eighteen  worlds  should  hate  bsca 
Italy  were  distracted  by  incessant  contents  be-  massacred,  mangled,  and  cut  to  pieces,  by  tboas 
twecn  the  pope  and  the  emperors;  the   interior 

of  every  European  kingdom  was  torn  in  pieces         ,  _.        ,   „  , ,  -^^^..^  »_. —     -  . 

.   •'       .   'j.  *'...         -    .  "^     <•  I        •  Mavor's Unlrersal HiBtory, Rebenson^ C*amt 

by   the  contendmg    ambition   of  the   powerful  y.  *c. 

barons ;  in  the  Mahomedan  empire,  the  caliphs,        ^Tliis  calculation  nroceeds  on  the  ground,  that  itf 

sultans,  emirs,  &c.  waged  continual  war ;  new  thousand  milUonsormgi  have  exwedsiy^  the M^ 
soToreigntiss  were  daily  arising,  and  daily  de-    Otogrmpkig,  * 
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WVn  were  partakers  of  the  same  common  nature,  hiz-Khan  had  reduced  the  rebels  who  bad  seized 
a<  if  they  had  been  created  merely  fir  the  work  upon  hiH  paternal  poraeMions,  as  a  specimen  oT 
tifdrAtructioa !  Language  is  destitute  oT  words  his  leni»y,  he  caused  seventy  of  their  chief*  to  be 
diffidently  strong  to  express  the  emo'ions  of  the  rhrown  iuto  as  ranny  cauldrons  of  boiling  water, 
mind,  when  it  seriously  contemplates  (he  horrible  The  plan  en  which  this  tyrant  conducted  Wi«  ez- 
«>•••,  And  bow  melancholy  is  it  to  reflect,  that  peditions,  as  already  staled,  was  that  of  total  <*x- 
i'l  the  present  a|^,  which  boaiits  uf  its  improve-  termination.  For  some  time  he  utterly  extirpated 
itk-nts  in  science,  in  civilization,  and  in  reii;2ion,  the  inhabitants  of  those  places  which  he  conquer- 
neither  reason,  nor  benevolence,  nor  humanity,  ed,  desi^sning  ro  people  them  anew  wiih  his  Mo- 
nor  Christianity,  has  yet  availed  to  arrest  the  guls  :  and,  in  consequence  uf  this  resolution,  he 
pnieross  oT  destroying  armies,  and  to  set  a  mark  wouM  employ  his  army  in  beheading  100,000  pri- 
of  wnnminy  on  "  the  people  who  delight  in  soners  at  oner.— Tamerlane,  one  o^  his  Miccess- 
tvar .  ors,  who  (iillowed  in  his  footsteps,  is  said  to  have 

▲TKOCinxs  cowKECTCD  WITH  WAR.  *>**"  ™'>~  humane  than  this  cruel  despot.  Histo- 
rians inform  us  that  "  his  sportive  cruelty  seldooi 

However  nomeroiia  may  have  been  the  victims  went  farther  than  the   pounding  of  three  or  four 

tbathavebeensacrilicedin  war,  itisnotsomuch  thousand  peoj4e  in  large  mortars,  or  building 

the  mere  extinction  of  human  life  that  renders  the  (hem  among  bricks  and  mortar  into  a  wall."    If 

•eena  of  warfare  so  horrible,  as  the  cruelties  with  such  be  the  "tender  mercies  of  the  wicked," 

which  it  has  always  been  accompanied,  ani  the  how  dreadful  beyond  description  must  their  cruel- 

infemal  passions  which  it hsn  engendered  and  car-  ties  be! 

vied  into  operation,    it  extirpates  every  princi-        We  are  accustomed  to  hear  Alexander  the 

pie  of  oompasjion,  humanity,  and  justice;  it  Great  euiofHzed  as  a  virtuous  and  magnanimous 

Unnts  the  feelings,  and  hardens  the  heart ;  it  in-  hero ;  and  even  the  celebrated  Montesquieu,  in 

vents  insfmoients  of  torture,  and   perpetrates,  his  "  Spirit  6f  Laws,"  has  written  a  panegyric 

withoot  a  blush,  cruelties  revolting  to  every  prin-  on  his  character.    Yet  we  find  biro  guilty  of  the 

ciple  of  virtne  and  benevolence.  most  abominable  vices,  and  perpetratmg  the  most 

When  Jerusalem  was  taken  by  Anriochos  atrocious  crimes.  At  the  instigation  of  the 
Bpiphanea,  in  the  year  168,  B.  C.  he  rave  orders  strumpet  Thais,  during  a  drunken  banquet,  he 
to  one  divtsioif  of  his  army  to  cut  in  pieces  all  set  on  fire  the  beautiful  city  of  Persepolis,  and 
who  were  fonnd  in  ihe  temple  and  synagogues ;  consumed  it  to  ashes.  Clitus,  one  of  his  cap- 
while  another  party,  goinj^  through  llie  sireeta  of  tiins,  and  brother  of  Helenice  who  had  nursed 
the  city,  massacred  all  that  came  in  lh<nr  way.  Alexander,  and  saved  his  life  at  the  battle  of  the 
He  next  ordered  the  city  to  be  plundereti  and  set  Granicus,  at  the  imminent  danger  of  his  own. 
on  fire  ;  pulled  down  all  their  stately  biiildiRg*i,  Yet  thix  man,  to  whom  he  was  so  highly  indebt- 
catised  the  walls  to  be  df^m-iiished,  and  carried  ed,  he  tlmist  through  widi  a  javelin,  at  an  enter- 
away  cap'ive  ten  thousand  of  those  who  had  e»-  laioment  ti>  which  he  had  invited  him  ;  on  ao- 
caied  the  slaughter.  He  set  up  the  statue  of  Ju-  count  of  his  uttorin«  some  strong  expressions, 
piterQIymtHison  the  altar  of  bumt-ofTtrrin:^,  and  which  were  intended  to  moderate  Alexander's 
an  who  refused  to  come  and  wo-ship  this  idol  vnmty.  His  treatment  of  the  BranchidsB  fur- 
were  eith^  massacred,  or  put  to  some  cruel  lor-  nixhes  an  "fximplc  of  the  moM  brutal  and  frantic 
tnre^,  till  they  either  complied  or  expired  ond^n"  cruelty  which  history  records.  These  people 
the  hands  of  the  executioners.  In  the  war  which  received  Alexander,  while  pursuing  his  con- 
ihe  Carthaginians  wajjed  with  the  Mercenari  .»s,  quests,  with  the  highest  demonstrations  of  joy, 
Himilear,  ihe  Carthaginian  freneral,  threw  all  and  surrendered  to  him,  hoth  themselves  and 
the  prisoners  that  fell  into  his  hands  to  be  <ievour-  their  city.  The  next  day,  he  commanded  his 
ed  by  wild  beasts.  Asdrnbal,  another  Cartha-  phalanx  to  surround  the  city,  and,  a  signal  being 
finian  genera),  whenengased  in  war  against  the  given,  they  were  ordered  to  plunder  it,  and  to 
Romans,  in  revenge  for  a  defeat  he  hid  sustain-  put  every  one  of  its  inhabitants  to  the  sword, 
ed,  brivfght  all  the  Roman  prisoners  he  had  taken  which  inhuman  order  was  executed  with  the 
during  two  years,  upon  the  walls,  in  the  sicht  of  same  barbarity  with  which  it  had  been  given, 
the  whole  Roman  army.  There  he  put  iliem  to  All  the  ci  izens,  at  the  very  time  they  were  go- 
ihe  most  exquisite  tortures,  puttint;  out  their  eyes,  ing  to  pay  homage  to  Alexander,  were  murdered 
cutting  offtheir  noses,  ears,  and  fingers,  legs  and  in  the  streets  and  in  their  houses ;  no  manner  of 
mrmsi  tearing  their  skin  to  pieces  with  iron  rakes  regard  being  had  to  their  cries  and  tears,  nor  the 
or  harrowa ;  and  then  threw  them  headlong  from  least  distinction  made  of  age  or  sex.  Tbey 
the  top  of  the  baldemeots.*  He  was  of  a  temper  even  pulled  up  the  very  Ibundatiooscif  the  walls,  in 
remarkably  inhuman,  and  it  is  said  that  he  even  order  that  not  the  least  traces  of  that  city  might 
took  pleasure  in  seeing  some  of  these  unhappy  remain.  And  why  were  these  ill-fated  citizens 
flayed  alive.— In  the  year  1201,  when  Jeng-  punished  in  so  summary  and  inhuman  a  maiH 

ner?     Merely  because  their  IbrAthers,   up- 

•  BamftAaelMtBMormToLf  ward*  ef  one  hundwd  and  flfty  ymn  MTees,  faaJ 
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delirered  up  to  "Xfirxea  the  treasure  of  the  tcm-  such   enormities  ?     And  haw  wofiilljr  are  the 

pie  oTDidymaon,  wiih  which  they  had  bern  iih  miU  prcce|iis  and  doctrines  of  Christ iamij  bim- 

trutted  !^— When  he  entered  the  ciiy  of  Tyre,  reprvaeiited,  when  desperadoes  of  this  descripUoo 

aOer  a  siege  of  veven  months,  he  gave  orJurH  to  dare  assume  the  Christian  name ! 

kill  ail  the  inhabitants,  except  those  who  had  fled  Even  the  finer  feelings  of  the  Asmale  srx  have 

to  the  temples,  and  set  fire  to  c?ery  pan  of  the  been  blunted,  and,  in  many  iostancea,  quite  cx- 

riiy.      Eight  thousand  men  were  barbarously  tirpafed  by  the  mad  schemes  of  anbiliuo,  aod 

slaughtered ;  and  two  thousand  more  remaining,  the  praciicea  connected  with  war.     Towards  the 

after  the  soldiers  had  been  glutted  with  slaughter,  befjinniug^of  the  thirteenth  century,  a  Qoeca 

ho  fixed  two  thousand  crosses  along  the  sea-  of  Hungary  took  the  sign  of  the  croaa,  and  e» 

shiire,f  and  caused  them  all  to  be  crucified.  barked  in  the  mad  expedition*  of  the  cmsadersi 

War  has  given  rise  to  the  most  shocking  and  as  did   likewise  fifiy  thousand   chiUren   and  a 

unnatural  crimes,  the  idea  of  which  might  never  crowd  of  priests ;  becauae,  according  to  theScri|p> 

otherwise  have  entered  into  the  human  mind,  lure,  *'  God  has  made  chiUren  the  inatrumesis 

Lathyrus,  after  an  engagement  with  Alexander,  of  his   glory ."|| — Cleopatra,  daughter  of  I^ol- 

king  of  the  Jews,  on  the  banks  of  the  river  Jur*  emy  Philoroeter,  in  order  to  gratify  her  nnkm 

dan, — the  same  evening  he  gained  the  battle,  in  ambition  of  reigning  ak>ne  and  uncoatroUad  ia 

going  to  take  up  his  quarters  in  the  neighbour-  her  dominions,  killed  her  son  Seleucus,  with  her 

log  villages,  be  found  them  full  of  wom«i  and  own  hand,  by  plunging  a  dagger  into  bis  hreaM. 

children,  and  caused  them  all  to  be  put  to  the  She  had  been  the  wife  of  three  Kinfs  of  Syna 

sword,  and  their  bodies  to  be  cut  to  pieces,  and  aitd  the  mother  of  four,  and  had  occasioaed  the 

put  into  cauldrons  in  order  to  their  being  ilrcss-  death  of  two  of  her  husbands.    Sbe  prepared  A 

ed,  as   if   he  intended  to  make  his  army  sup  |K>isoned  draught  to  destroy  Grypus  anolbartif 

upon  them.    His  design  was  to  have  it  believed,  her  sons  ;  but  her  intention   having  been  sos- 

that  his  troops  ate  human  flesh,  to  spread  the  pectcd,  she  was  compelled  to  swallow  the  deadly 

greater  terror  throughout  the  surrounding  coun-  potion  she  had  prepared,  which  took  ianmedials 

try.|  effect,  and  delivered  the  worU  from  thia  fenalc 

Even  under  the  pretext  of  religion,  and  of  the  monster.  The  Carthaginians  were  in  the  prao* 
ChitHan  religion  too,  the  most  shocking  barba-  tice  of  ofll'ring  human  sacrifices  \p  their  god  Sa- 
rities  have  been  committed.  Under  the  pretence  turn,  when  they  were  defeated  in  war,  in  onfer 
of  vindicating  the  cause  of  Him  who,  in  the  to  propitiate  the  wrath  of  this  deity.  At  first, 
midst  of  cruel  suflTerings  from  men,  prayed, "  Fa-  children  were  inhumanly  burned,  either  in  a  fisrj 
ther,  forgive  them,  for  they  know  not  what  they  furnace,  like  those  in  the  valley  of  HinnooH  lo 
do,"  the  crusaders  hurried  forward  towards  frequently  mentioned  in  Scripture,  or  in  a  fiut* 
Jerusalem,  wading  through  seas  of  blood.  When  ing  statue  of  Saturn. — The  cries  of  these  ua- 
their  banners  were  hoisted  on  a  principal  emi-  happy  victims  were  drowned  by  the  unintem2pCi> 
nence  of  Antioch,  they  commenced  their  butcbe-  ed  noise  of  drums  and  trumpets.  Mothers  mads 
rj  of  the  sleeping  inhabitants.  The  dignity  of  it  a  merit,  and  a  part  of  their  religion,  to  view 
age,  the  helplessness  of  youth,  and  ihe  beauty  of  the  barbarous  spectacle  with  dry  eyes,  andwidh 
the  weaker  sex,  were  disregarded  by  these  out  so  much  as  a  groan ;  and  if  a  tear  or  si^ 
sanctimonious  savages.  Houses  were  no  sane-  stole  from  them,  the  sacrifice  was  considered  as 
tuaries  ;  and  the  sight  of  a  mosque  added  new  less  acceptable  to  the  deity.  This  savage  (fit- 
virulence  to  cruelly.  The  nun^r  of  Turks  position  was  carried  to  sudi  excess,  that  eves 
massacred,  on  this  night  of  frantic  fury,  was  at  mothers  woukl  endeavour,  wi(h  embraces  asd 
least  ten  thousand.  After  every  species  of  hahi-  kisses  to  hush  the  cries  uf  their  chiMren,  leit 
tation,  from  the  marble  palace  to  the  meanest  they  should  anger  the  god.T  When  Cartbafe 
hovel,  had  been  converted  into  a  scene  of  slaneh-  was  taken  by  the  Romans,  the  wife  of  Asdrabal, 
ter;  when  the  narrow  streets  and  the  spaniuuj  the  Carthaginian  general,  who  bad  submitted  to 
squares  were  all  alike  disfigured  with  human  the  Romans,  numnted  to  the  upper  part  of  ooe 
(ore,  and  crowded  with  mangled  carcasses,  then  of  the  temples  which  had  been  set  on  fire ;  and, 
the  assassins  turned  robbers,  and  became  as  nier-  placing  herself,  with  her  two  cliildren,  in  sight  oT 
oenary  as  they  had  been  merciless.  When  Je-  her  husband,  uttered  the  most  bitter  imprecatiooi 
rusalem  was  taken  by  these  furious  fanatics,  they  against  him.  *'  Base  covrard  (said  she)  fl)« 
suflTered  none  to  escape  the  slaughter :  '*  Tet,  mean  things  thou  hast  done  to  save  thy  life  shall 
after  they  had  glutted  themselves  with  blood  and  not  avail  thee  ;  thou  shalt  die  this  instant,  at 
carnage,  th^  immediately  became  devout  pil-  least  in  thy  two  chiMren."  Having  thus  spckcBi 
grims,  and  in  religious  transports,  ran  barefooted  she  stabbed  both  the  infimts  with  a  dagger,  lad 
to  visit  the  holy  8epulchre."§  In  what  light  while  they  were  yet  struggling  for  life,  tkvs 
must  that  religion  appear  to  Eastern  Infidels  them  both  from  the  tapoftne  temple,  and  fhsa 
which  is  suppoaad  to  lead  to  the  perpetration  d  leaped  down  after  them  imollie  flamea!** 

•ltaniQ*8ABqfeatBst      ^ML       tlbM.  l ifilloc's  Bern.  1Batti<!iAiL 
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only  a  few  insulated  pictures  of  the  and  the  Russian  batteries,  about  a  quarter  of  a 

'  war,  and  c^  ilie  unnatural  and  infer-  mile,  was  a  Mkeel  of  naked  human  bodieMf  which 

I  which  uniformly  fiiUow  in  iis  train,  friends  and  foes  had  during  the  night  mutually 

be  considered  as  specimens  nf  many  stripped,  not  lea%'ing  the  worst  rag  upon  them, 

f  similar  instances,  whicii  the  records  ahhuugh  numbers  o^  theae  bodies  atiU  retaifud 

imish  of  the  malignity  and  depravity  eorupoittnew  of  their  situation.     It  wax  a  sight 

.    I  have  selected  my  examples  chief>  which  the  eye  loathed,  but  from  which  it  eoald 

listory  of  ancient  wurfart* :  but  were  not  remove."— In  Lainume's  *'  Narrative  of  the 

I  the  annals  of  modern  warfare,  and  Campai^  in  Russia,*'  we  are  presented  with 

ittention  solely  to  the  battles  of  Alex-  the  most  horrible  details  of  palaces,  churches, 

le  Pyramids,  of  Burodina,  of  Smo>  and  streets,  enveloped  in  flames, — houses  turn* 

Vusterlitz,    of  Leipsic,  of  Jena,  of  bling  into  ruins, — ^lundreds  of  blackened  ear- 

Vaterloo,  and  other   warlike  events  casaesof  the  wretched  inhabitants,  whom  the  6re 

happened  within  the  last  thirty  years,  had  consumed,  blended  with  the  fragments,— 

meet  with  atrocities   and  scenes  of  hospitals  containing  30,000  wounded  Russians 

10  less  horrible  than  those  which  I  on  firsy  and  consimiing  the  miserable  victim;*,— 

lated.    I  sImII  content  myself  with  ntraibersofbalf<bumed  wretches  crawling  amonij^ 

two  or  three  instances.  the  smoking  ruins,— 4emales  vidated  and  mai- 

)   taking  of  Alexandria    by  Buna-  sacred,— parents  and  children  half  naked,  shiver- 

e  were  under  the  neces:jity,"  says  ing  with  cold,  flying  in  consteration  with  the 

**  of  putting  the  whole  of  them  to  wrecks  of  their  half-consumed  funiture,— horsen 

breach.     But  the  slaughter  did  not  falling  in  thousands,  and  writhing  in  the  agooieii 

the  resistance.    The  Turks  and  in-  of  death,— the  fragments  of  carriages,  mtnketSi 

d  to  their  mosques,  seeking;  proteo-  helmetn,  breast-plates,  porlnumteaus,  and  gar- 

xl  and  their  prophet ;  and  then,  men  ments  strewed  in  every  direction,— itMids  covered 

old  and  youngs  and  infantt  at  the  for  miles  with  thousands  of  the  dying  and  th« 

daugntered.    This  b'ltchery  continu-  dead  heaped  one  upon  another,  and  swimming 

attn;  after  which  the  remaining  part  in  bk>od,— and  theste  dreadful  scenes  rendered 

itants  were  murh  astonished  at  not  stiM  more  horrific  by  the  rfirieks  of  young  fe- 

throats  cut."     Be  it  remembered  males,  of  mothers  and  chiklren,  and  the  piercing 

bloodshed  was  premeditated.    "  We  cries  of  the  woimdcd  and  the  djring,  invoking 

tpared  the  men  whom  we  lost,''  says  death  to  put  an  end  to  their  agonies. 

fer,  '*  by  only  summoning  the  town ;  But  I  will  not  dwell  longer  oo  wodb  revolting 

tcessary  to  begin  by  confounding  our  details.    It  is  probable,  that  the  feelings  of  some 

AAer  the  battle  of  the  Pyramids,  it  of  my  readers  have  been  harrowed  up  by  the 

by  an  eye-wintess,  that  '*  the  whole  descriptions  already  given,  and  that  they  have 

the  desert,  was  tracked  with  the  turned  away  their  eyes  in  disgust  from  such 

odics  of  men  and  animals  who  had  spectacles  of  depravity  and  horror.     Every  mind 

these  dreadful   wastes. — In  order  susceptible  of  virtuous  emotions,  and  of  the  com- 

;mselves  at  ni^ht,  they  gathered  to-  mon   feelings  of  humanity,  must,  indeed,  feel 

dry  bones  and   b.nlics  of  the  dead,  pained  and  even  agonized,  when  it  reflects  on 

vultures  had  spared,  and  it  toae  by  a  the  depravity  of  mankind,  and  on  the  atrocious 

td  of  thii  fuel  that  Bonaparte    lay  crimes  they  are  capable  oT committing,  and  have 

•  in  the  deiert.^'*\     A  more  revolting  actually  perpetrated.     A  serious  retrospect  of 

scene  it  is  scarcely  possible  for  the  the  moral  state  of  the  world  in  past  ages,  is  cal- 

to  depict.  culated  to  excite  emotions,  similar  to  those  which 

IS  the  following  description  in  rela-  overpowered  the  mourning  prophet  when  he  ex- 

sne  at  Jaffa:— '*  The  Sfjldier  aban-  claimed,    *' O  that  my  head  were  waters,  and 

!f  to  all  thu  fury  which  an  assault  mine  eyes  a  fountain  of  tears,  that  I  might  weep 

He  strikes,  he  Rlay!<:,  nothing  can  day  and  night,  for  the  slain  of  the  daughters  of 

.     All  the  horro.s  which  ac-^Mnpany  ray  people!"     But,  however  painful  the  si^t, 

of  a  town  by  storm,  are  repeated  in  we  ought  not  to  turn  away  our  eyes,  with  fiuti- 

.,  in  every  house.    You  hear  the  dioua  afTectation,  from  the  spectacles  of  misery 

ated  females  calling  in  vain  f  >r  help  and  devastation  which  the  authentic  records  of 

atives  whom  they  are  butchering,  history  present  before  us.     They  form  traiu  in 

J  respected.    The  blood  streams  on  the  character  of  man,  which  ought  to  becontom- 

at  every  step  you  meet  with  human  plated,— they  are/oete  in  tfie  history  of  mankind, 

ling  and  expiring,"  &c. — Sir  Robert  and  not  the  mere  pictures  of  frncy  which  are  ex- 

m  describing  the  campaigns  in  Po-  hibited  in  poetry,  in  novels,  and  romances,— frets 

,  that  <'  tke  ground  between  the  wood,  which  foreibtf  exemplify  the  openUione  of  the 

melevoleat  principle,  and  from  wbieh  we  o«^ 

U'sM— iilii                  titaid.  lo  diiniB  inportnnt  inHfiiini— ,  i« 
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to  the  eril  of  stn,  and  the  malignaocj  of  pride,  knaprack.  upon  which  his  head  was  retliBg,MAi 

eovetousness,  amhition,  and  revenge.    We  think  placinj^  it  upon  his  shouMern,  nsade  an  An  M 

nothing,  in  the  common  inlfrcoiirse  nflife,  of  in>  rise,  and  to  follow  the  army.     The  rtnom  of  4» 

dulging  a  selhsh  disposition,  of  ferling  |iroud  and  dreadful  malady  deprived  him  of  atrength,  wd 

indignant  at  a  real  or  supposed  afTmnt,  of  looking  after  three  slepa,  he  fell  again  upon  the  saa^ 

with  a  covetous  eye  at  the  possessions  of  our  headlong.    The  fall  increased  bis  tarror  of  beia| 

neighbours,  of  viewing  the  success  and  prosperity  left  by  the  regiment,  and  he  rose  a  aeoond  tiaa^ 

af  our  rivils  with  discuntentment  and  jealousy,  but  with   no  better  fortune.     In  his  third  cfibrt, 

or  of  feelin-:  a  secret  Hatisfaction  at  the  distress  he  sunk,  and,  falling  near  the  sea,  refnaioed  opoa 

or  humiliation  of  our  enemies;  and  we  seklom  that  S(KM  which  fate  \mii  destined  ior  his  grave, 

reflect  on  the  malignant  etfe-^is  which  sach  pas-  The  sight  of  this  soldier  was  frightful:  the  di^ 

•ions  and  disposiiicmi  would  produce,  were  they  order  which  reigned  in  his  swualcsa  speech    im 

iaffured  to  rage  without  control.    But,  in  the  figure,  which  refivesented  whatever  ta  nKHiinfat  » 

scenes  and  contentions  of  warfare  which  have  his  eyes  staring  and  fixed^-his  clotboa  in  rags— 

been  realized  on  the  groat  theatre  of  the  worid,  presented  whatever  is  most  bid^oua  in  6alh. 

we  contemplate  the  nature  and  effects  of  such  The  reader  may  perfaapa  beiiera  that  bia  cts»> 

anlignant  dispositions  in  their  true  light;  we  rades  wouU  be  concerned  fir   bim;  U)al  tbey 

perceive  the  ultimate  tendency  of  every  malevo-  would  stop  to  help  him ;  that  they  wookl  baaMa 

leat  affection,  when  no  physical  obstruction  im-  to  support  him,  and  direct  hb  totleriag  slsps. 

pedes  its  progress ;  we  discern  that  it  is  only  the  Far  from  it :  the  poor  wretch  was  only  an  object 

same  dispositions  which  wc  daily  indulge,  ope-  of  horror  and  iterisioa.    Tbey  ran  frnoa  him,  ud 

rating  on  a  more  extensive  scale ;  and  we  learn  they  burst  into  hud  ImigkUr  at  bis  morisiB, 

the  necessity  of  mortifying  such  dispositions,  and  which  resembled  those  of  a  drunken  mu,  '*  Ht 

counteracting  their  influence,  if  we  expect  to  en-  has  got  his  account,"  cried  one;  **  He  wiH  asl 

jay  substantial  felicity  either  here  or  hereafter;  march  far,"  said  another ;  and,  whan  the  wretch 

and  if  we  wish  to  see  the  workl  restored  to  order,  fell  for  the  last  time,  soma  of  them  added,  *'  See, 

to  happiness  and  repose.  lie  has  taken  up  his  quarters  r*     Tbia  tsrnUs 

I  shall  only  observe  (arther  on  this  part  of  my  truth,  says  the  narrator,  which  {  cannot  help  re* 

aabject,  that,  besides  the  atrocities  already  no-  peating,    must   be    adcnowledged    Htdiffimttt 

thodt  ^vhuinen  the  mtrae  of  every  vieUmBdi^'  and  mi/Uhneu  anthepredommmmtfeelmg99fmi 

potkion,  and  of  every  immoral  practice.     The  army, 

Carthaginians,  who  were  almost  incessantly  en-  Rocca,  in  his  "  Memoirs  of  the  War  in  Spain,* 

gaged  in  war,  were  knavish,  vicious,  crud,  and  remarks,  "  The  habit  of  danger  made  as  kwk 

superstitious  ;difftiagui8fied  for  craft  and  cumnn**,  upon    death  as  one  of  the  moat  ordinary  rir> 

lying  an  J  hypocrisy,  and  for  the  basest  frauds  and  cumstances  of  life ;  when  our  commdes  bad  oars 

the  most  perfidious  actions.     The  Goths  and  ceased  to  live,  the  indifference  which  was  shown 

Vandals  are  uniformly  characterir.pd,  as  not  only  them  amounted  almost  to  irony.       When  the 

barbamas  and  cruel,  but  avaricious,  perfidious,  soldiers,  as  they  passed  by,  recognised  noe  c^ 

and  di^iregardful  of  the  mwt  solemn  promises.    It  their  companions  stretched  among  the  dead,  they 

was  ever  a  sufficient  reason  for  thorn  to  make  an  just  said,  '  He  is  in  want  of  nothing,  he  will  not 

attack,  that  they  thonght  their  enemies  could  not  have  his  horse  to  abuse  again,  be  has  got  drunk 

resist  them.       Their  only  reason   for   making  for  the  last  time,'  or  something  similar,  whieh 

peace,  or  for  keeping  it,  was  because  their  ene-  only  worked,  in  ttie  speaker,  a  stoical  conteaifil 

mies  were  too  strong ;  and  their  only  reason  for  of  existence.     Such  were  the  'funeral  oratioai 

committing  the  moHt  horrible  massacres,  rapes,  pronounced  in  honour  of  those  who  fell  in  oar 

and  all  manner  of  crimes,  was  because  they  had  battles." — Simpson,  in  his  ^  Visit  to  FlanderSt'' 

gained  a  victory.     The  Greeks  and  Romans,  it  in  181S,  remarks,  "  Nothing  b  more  fright^ 

is  well  known,  notwithstanding  their  superior  than  the  want  of  feeling  which  diaraderices  the 

civilization,  were  distingtiished  for  the  most  de-  French  soldiery.      Their  prisoners  who  ware 

grading  and  immoral  practices.     They  gloried  in  lying  wounded  in  the  hospitals  of  Antwerp,  wers 

being  proud,  haughty,  and  revengeful ;  and  evec  often  seen  mimicking  the  contartionM  i^  coital^ 

tlieir  amusements  were  characterised  by  a  spirit  nanee  wfuch  were  produced  6y  the  agoniee  ofdetAt 

of  ferocity,  and  by  the  barbarisms  of  war.— It  is  in  one  of  their  own  comradee  m  i/ie  nesf  bed* 

iklmost  needless  to  say  that  war  blunts  the  finer  There  m  no  curse  to  be  compared  with  the  power 

feelings  of  humauity,  and  engenders  a  spirit  of  of  fiends  like  these." 

sdfishness,  and   of  indifference  even    towards  Thus,  it  appears,  that  warn  have  piev^M  Id 

friends  and  companions.    Of  this  many  shocking  every  period,  during  the  ages  that  are  past,  and 

instances  could  be  given.  have  almost  extirpated  the  principle  of&ewsusfww 

Miot  in  his  Memoirs  of  the  War  in  Egypt,  from  the  worki ;  and,  therefore,  it  ia  obrioas,  that, 

relates  the  case  of  a  soldier  who  was  seized  with  before  the  prevailing  propensity  to  war&ra  ka 

tba  plague,  and  with  tha  delirium  which  Mma-  counteracted  and  destroyed,  the  happiness  whieb 


thadaattaa.    Hatoaknpbia    flows  from  diaopinition  of  4a  bcBmhnt  aftc 
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•oDot  be  «ojov0d  hj  mankind  at  large,  tbe  cfiarader  of  aafage  natioM,  if,  th^irdiapotW 

mteraet  this  irrational  and  moat  daplora-  tion  for  toor,  and  to  inflict  r§venge  for  real  or  woj^ 

tpearitj,  by  erery  energetic  mean  which  posed  injuriee.     With  ranpect  to  the  Noeth 

trnmanitj,  and  Ghrietianity  can  niggeat,  AMcaiCAW  Indiana,  it  it  the  uniform  detcriptiob 

B  the  doty  of  every  one  who  ti  deairoua  to  given  of  them  by  all  travellert,  that,  if  we  eicept ' 

9  the  present  and  ererlaiting  happineaa  of  bunting,  war  u  the  onfy  emplesfment  of  the  mm, 

dceu*  and  every  other  concern  i«  left  to  the  women. 

Their  moet  common  m<Hi ve  for  entering  into  war, 

ia,  either  to  revenge  themtelvee  fur  the  death  of 

SECTION  II.  some  loct  friends,  or  to  acquire  prisoner*,  who 

may  assist  them  in  their  hunting,  and  whom  they 

ITS  or  MOEALa  iir  modxait  Tiifsa.  adopt  into  their  society.    In  these  wars,  they  are 

Moral  rtaU  of  Savage  Nation,,  cniel  and  savage,  to  an  incrediWe  degree.    Thy 

"^  enter  unawares,  the  villages  of  their  foes,  ami, 

Ul  now  take  a  very  brief  survey  of  the  while  the  flower  of  the  nation  are  engaged  in 

'  morals  in  modem  times,  and  of  the  pre-  hunting,  massacre  all  the  children,  women,  and 

dispositions  which  are  displayed  by  the  helpless  old  men,  or  make  prisoners  of  as  many  aa 

r  inhabitants  of  our  globe.    Were  I  to  they  can  manage.  But  when  the  enemy  is  appris* 

ilo  those  minute  and  circumstantial  details  ed  of  their  design,  and  coming  on  in  arms  against 

he  ittustration  of  this  subject  would  re-  them,  they  throw  themselves  flat  on  the  ground, 

leveral  volumes  would  be  filled  with  the  among  the  withered  herbs  and  leaves,  which 

if  ftcts,  and  with  the  sketches  of  moral  their  &ces  are  painted  to  resemble.    They  tbsa 

'  which  might  be  brought  forward.    And  allow  a  part  to  pass  unmolested ;  when,  all  at 

work,  if  judiciously  executed,  might  be  once,  with  a  tremendous  shout,  rising  up  fixm 

d  highly  interesting,  and  might  produce  a  their  ambosh,  they  pour  a  storm  oif  munket-baUson 

of  benignant  eflbcts  both  on  Christian  their  foes.    If  the  force  on  each  side  continues 

gsosral  society.    But  the  narrow  liasits  nearly  equal,  the  fierce  spirits  of  these  savages, 

which  the  present  work  must  be  eosa-  inflaaisd  by  the  loss  of  friends,  can  no  longer  be 

ciaipals  MS  to  eoofiae  my  attention  to  restrained.     They  abandon  dieir  distant  war, 

prominent  featurea  in  the  characters  of  they   rush   upon  one  another  with  clubs  and 

d,  and,  to  a  few  insulated  facts  by  which  hatchets  in  their  hands,  magnifying  their  own 

ay  be  illustrated.— I  shall  consider,  in  the  courage,  and  insulting  their  enmmies.     A  cruel 

ice,  some  of  the    ■  combat  Mwues ;  death  appears  in  a  thousand  hid»* 

^  ,.       _         ...                         c,  ous  forms,  which  would  congeal  thebkx>dof  civi- 

xefU  dtepo^cnei^  appear  a  nang  Sa^  ,j^  ^^^  ^^  ^.^  but  which  rouse  the  fiiry 

vage  and  Half  Chvdaed  Nation  .  ^^^^  ^^^^     ^^^^  ,^pj^^  ^^^  .^^,^  ^/^ 

not  to  be  disputed,  that  numerous  indi-  the  dead  bodies,  tearing  the  scalp  from  the  head, 

among  the  uncivilized  tribes  of  mankind,  wallowing  in  their  Mood  like  wild  beasts,  and 

«a»ionally  displayed  the  exercise  of  many  sometimes  devouring  their  flesh.      The  flame 

ocial  virtues,— that  they  have  been  bravo  rages  on  till  it  meets  with  no  resistance ;  then 

agnanimous,   faithful  to  their  promises,  the  prisoners  are  sectired,  whose  fiite  is  a  thou- 

m  their  attachments,  and  generous  and  nnd  times  more  dreadful  than  theirs  who  have 

raite  to  their  friends  and  relatives.     But  di«d  in  the  fieki.     The  conquerors  setup  a  hkla- 

inues,  for  the  moet  part,  proceed  from  a  <>«■  howling,  to  lament  the  fi-iends  ihey  have  lost. 

le  of  selfishness,  and  are  confined  to  the  They  approach  to  their  own  village ;  the  women, 

tribe  to  which  they  belong.     Towards  with  fiightful  shrieks,  come  out  to  mourn  their 

lemies,  and  towards  all  who  have  injured  de*<l  brothers,  or  their  husbands.      An  orator 

n  the  slightest  degree,  they  almost  uni-  proclaims  aloud  a  circumstantial  account  of  every 

display  cruel,  perfidious,  and  revengeful  particular  of  the  expedition  f  and  as  he  mentions 

tions.     The  following  facts  and  dcscrip-  the  names  of  those  who  have  fallen,  the  shrieks 

elected  from  the  authent  ic  records  of  voy  of  the  women  are  redoubled.     The  last  ceremony 

ad  travellers,  will  tend  to  corroborate  these  "  *•  proclamation  of  victory :  each  indiyklual 

1,^  then  forgets  his  private  misfortune,  and  joins  in 

roost  prominent  feohire  which  appears  in  «*»«  triumph  of  his  nation ;  all  tears  are  wiped 

from  their  eyes,  and,  by  an  unaccountable  transi- 

autlior  Intended,  had  his  limits  permitted,  to  tion,  Ihey  pass  in  a  niomeht  from  the  bittemen  of 

»me  a.ldUk>nai  consUlcrat|o«8  lo  show  the  gorrow,  to  an  extravagance  of  joy.* 

I  wlrkedness  of  war.    In  the  mean  time,  be  a    A.      ri       l-l.  f    .t,     

\B  readers  to  "letters  addressed  to  Caleb  As  they  feel  nothing  but  revenge  for  the  ene- 

Bsq.,"  whtch  conuin  a  series  ofenerffetic and  mies  of  their  nation,  their  prisoners  are  treated 

Ive  rea^onln^  on  the  subject.— "  Pictures  of  _>,|.  mvmIiv  in  ik«  ir*tr*ma      Th«  «*rtMltiM  in. 

y  Irenlcus ,  and  a  duodecimo  volume,  lately  ''™  Cfueity  m  the  extreme.     1  be  cruelties  IB- 

Ml.  entitled,  "  An  Inquiry  into  the  accordancy 

irith  the  principles  of  CbristlaoUj,"  *c.  •gee  Ency.  Brit*  Art. 


184  THE  PHILOSOPHY  OF  RSLIQION. 

dieted  on  those   pritonen  who  are  doomed  to  pierced  with  hot  irou,  gailieriaf  hb  Mood  da\ 

death,  are  too  shocking  and  horrible  to  be  ex-  issued  from  him  in  a  vesBoi,  one  half  of  wiudbhi 

hibited  in  detail :  one  plucks  oat  the  nails  of  the  drank,  and  offered  up  the  rest  to  his  pd.    Ot 

prisoner  by  the  roots ;  another  takes  a  fin^r  in-  another  occasion,  he  put  to  death  one  of  lii 

to  his  mouth,  and  tears  off  the  flesh  with  his  wives  and  a  rieve,  drinkiaf;  their  blood  abo,  ■ 

teeth ;  a  third  thrusts  the  finger,  mangled  as  it  was  his  usual  practice  with  his  iMiissisii"*-* 

is,  into  the  bowl  of  a  pipe  made  red  ho\,  which  Dis])osition8  and  practices  no  less  abooriniUi^ 

he  smokes  like  tobacco :  they  then  pofmd  IWs  are  regularly  exhibited  in  the  kiogdon  of  Dak^ 

toes  and  fingen  to  pieces  between  two  stones;  iny,  near  the  Gulf  of  Guinea.     An    iamolalMi 

they   apply  red  hot  irons  to  every  part  of  his  of  human  victims,  for  the  purpose  of  watsringlki 

mangled  body  ;  they  puH  off  his  flesh,  thus  man>  graves  of  the  king's  ancestors,  and  of  supp^i^ 

gled  snd  roasted,  and  devour  it  with  greediness ;—  them  with  servants  of  various  descripuons  ia  iw 

and  thus  they  continue  for  several  hours,  and  other  world,  takes  pisce  every  year,  at  a  gnad 

sometimes  for  a  whole  day,  till  they  penetrate  to  festival  which  is  heU  generally  in  April  andBliyi 

the  vital    parts,  and  completely    exhaust    the  abcttt  the  period,  possibly,  when  tlia  BiMsial 

springs  of  life.     Even  the  women,  forgetting  the  Missionary  Societies  of  this^countfy  are  bol&f 

human,  as  well  as  the  femsle  nature,  and  trans-  their  anniversaries.     The  victims  are  gcosiii^ 

formed  into  something  worse  than  furies,   fre-  prisoners  of  war,  reserved  for  the  purpose;  Wl| 

gently  outdo  the  men  in  this  scene  of  horror ;  shoukl  there  be  lack  of  these,  the  nuahar  (biAwsM 

while  the  principal  persons  of  the  country  sit  round  sixty  and  seventy )  is  made  op  finom  the  nost  ot^ 

the  stake  to  which  the  prisoner  is  fixed,  smoking,  venient  of  his  own  subjects.     The  imasrJaiiiSi  «f 

and  looking  on  without  the  least  emotion.    What  victims  is  not  confined  to  this  particular  period; 

ts  most  remarkable,  the  prisoner  himself  tindea-  for  at  any  time,  should  it  be  necessary  tossadai 

Yours  to  brave  his  torments  with  a  stoical  apathy,  account  to  his  (brefathers  of  any    renarisM 

"  I  do  not  fear  death,  (he  exclaims  in  the  face  of  event,  the  king  despatches  a  courier  to  tbsshadsi^ 

his  tormentors,)  nor  any  kind  of  tortures ;  those  by  delivering  a  message  to  whoever  nay  faappai 

that  fear  them  are  cowards,  they  are  less  than  to  he  near  Mm,  and  then  orderiag  has  lisad  tobi 

women.    May  my  enemies  be  confounded  with  chopped  off  immediately.    It  ii 

despair   and    rage!    Oh,  that  I  could  devour  honour  where  his  majesty  persooallyi 

them,  and  drink  their  Mood  to  the  last  drop  !**  to  become  the  executioner  in  these 

Such  is  a  faint  picture  of  the  ferocious  disposi-  office  in  which  the  king  prides  hiaiself  in 

tion  of  the  Indians  of  America,  which,  with  a  few  expert.   The  governor  was  present  on  one 

slight  nnodifications,  will  apply   to  almost  the  sion,  when  a  poor  feUow,  whose  fear  of  death  sai> 

whole  of  the  original  natives  of  that  vast  contH  weighing  the  sense  of  the  honour  cooferred  opni 

oent.    Instead  of  the  exercise  of  benevolent  affeo-  him,  on  being  desired  to  carry  some  message  ts 

lions,  and  ot' forgiving  diitpositions ;  instead  of  his  father,  humbly  declared  oo  his  knees,  thstkl 

humane  feelings,  and  compassion  for  the  sufler-  was  unscjuainted  with  the  way.     On  wfaidi  ik$ 

ings  of  fellow-mortals,  we  here  behold  them  trans-  tyrant  vociferated,  **  1*11  show  you  the  way,'*  and, 

ported   into  an  eatravaganet  q/*  joy^  over  the  with  one  blow,  made  his  head  fly  many  jwk 

sufferings  they  had  produced,  the  carnage  they  from  his  hody,  highly  indignant  that  there  shoutf 

had  created,  the  children  whom  they  had  depriv-  have  been  the  least  expression  of  reluctanes.t 

ed  of  their  parents,  and  the  widows  whose  bus-  On  the  thatched  roofs  of  the  guard-bouses  wkick 

bands  they  had  mangled  and  slain ;  because  they  surround  the  palace  of  this  tyrant,  are  raagedir 

had  glutted  their  revenge,  and  obtained  a  victory,  on  wooden  stakes,  numbers  of  human  skulls;  ths 

Nothing  can  appear  more  directly  opposed  to  the  top  of  the  wall  which  encloses  an  area  befcre  it| 

precepts  of  Christ,  and  to  the  benevolence  of  is  stuck  full  of  human  jaw-bones,  and  the  pslh 

heaven.  leading  to  the  door  is  paved  with  the  skuUs. 

If,  from  America,  we  cross  the  Atlantic,  and         In  the  kingdom  of  Ashahtzb,  similar  pra^ 

land  on  the  shores  cX  Africa,  we  shall  find  the  tices  uniforidy  prevail.  "  When  the  king  of  tlui 

existing  inhabitants  of  thst  continent  display-  country  (says  Dupub)  was  about  to  open  lbs 

ing  dispositions  no  less  cruel  and  ferocious. —  campaigu  in  Gaman,  he  collect^  together  Ui 

Bosman  relates  the  following  instances  of  cruel-  priests,  to  invoke  the  royal  JFVcisdbe,  and  peribns 

ties  practised  by  the  Adomese  Negroes,  inhabit-  the  necessary  orgies  to  ensure  success.     ThsN 

ing  the  banks  of  the  Praa  or  Chamah  river.  ministers  of  superstition  sacrificed  thirty-two 

"  Anqua,  the  king,  having  in  an  engagement  male,  and  eighteen  female  victims  as  an  expia* 

taken  five  of  his  principal  Antese  enemies  pri-  tory  offering  to  the  gods;  but  the  answers  fien 

soners,  he  wounded  them  all  over  ;  after  which,  the  priests  being  deemed  by  the  council  as  st9 

with  a  more  than  brutal  fury,  he  satiated,  though  devoid  of  inspiration,  the  king  was  induced  ts 

not  tired  himi^eli^  by  suckinst  tiieir  blood  at  the  makt  a  euttom^  at  the  sepuldu'es  of  his  aaoes* 

leaping  wounds ;  but,  bearing  a  more  than  ordi-  tors,  where  many  hundreds  bled.     Tlua,  it  is  d^ 

nary  cnidfe  asain^t  onn  of  thorn,  he  caused  him  .«^i..    .^ii     »w     .. 

.    iI    1  ..1       J    .   L-    r   .       J  u-    1-  J    «    u  •  Dunuls' Journal  In  Asbantee. 

<o  be  laid  hoimd  at  his  feet,  and  his  body  to  be  f  M^Leod*s  voyacs  to  Ajyiffr. 
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firmed,  propitiateJ  iho  v  'ath  of  the  adverse  god.*  secured  behind  tfieir  backs ;  the  women  by  the 

The  same  king,  when  he  returned,  having  dts-  necks  only  ;  but  their  hands  were  not    left  free, 

covered  a  conspiracy,  decreed,  that  seventeen  from  any  sense  of  feeling  for  Uiem,  but  in  order 

of  his  wives,  along  with  his  ewn  sister,  should  to  enable  them  to  balance  the  immense  loads  of 

be  strangled  and  beheaded.     **  His  sister's  para-  com  or  rice  which  ihey  were  obliged  to  carry  on 

mour,  and  all  those  of  his  party,  were  doomed  to  their  heads,  and   their  children  on  their  backs." 

Um  most  crud  deaths,  at  the  grave  of  the  king's  — ''  I  had  an  opportunity,"  says  Major  Gray, 

OKHher.    While  these  butcherieis  were  transact-  *'  of  witnessing,  during  this  short  march,  the 

ing,  the  king  prepared  to  enter  the  palace ;  and  new-made  slaves,  and  the  sufferings  to  which 

in  the  act  of  er<issing  the  threshold  of  the  outer  they  are  subjected  in  their  first  state  of  bondage, 

gate,  was  met  by  several  of  hit  wives,  whose  They  were  hurried  along  (tied)  at  a  pace  little 

anxiety  to  embrace  their  sovereign  lord  impelled  short  of  running,  to  enable  thorn  to  keep  up  with 

ibeai  thus  to  overstep  the  boundary  of  female  tlie  horsemen,  who  drove  them  on,  as  Smithfieki 

deoormn  in  Ashantee  ;  for  it  happened  that  the  drovers  do  fatigued  bullocks.     Many  of  the  wo. 

king  was  accompanied  by  a  number  of  bis  ca|>>  men  were  old,  and  by  no  means  aj^le  to  endure 
Uina,  who,  accordingly,  were  compelled  to  cover  .  such   treatment.    One,  in  particular,  would  not 

their  fiioet  with  both  their  hands,  and  fly  from  have  failed  to  excite  the  tenderest  feelings  of 

the  spot.    This  is  said  to  have  angered  the  mo-  compassion  in  the  breast  of  any,  save  a  savage 

aardi,  although  his  resentment  proceeded   no  African.     She  was  at   least  sixty  years  oM,  ii> 

fitfther  than  words,  and  he  returned  th?  embracps  the  rooet  misera,ble  state  of  emaciation  and  debi- 

oThis  wives.    But  another  cause  of  anger  soon  lity,  nearly  doubled  together,  and  with  difliculty 

after  occurred,  and  he  was  inflamed  to  the  highest  dragging  her  tottering  limbs  along.     To  crown 

pitch  of  iadignatioo,  and,  in  a  paroxysm  of  an-  the  heart-rending  picture,  she  was  naked,  save 

far,  caused  these  unhappy  beings  to  be  cut  in  from  her  waist,  to  about  halfway  to  the  knees. 

pieeee  before  his  face,  giving  orders,  at  the  same  All  this  did  not  prevent  her  inhuman  captor  from 

tioie,  to  case  the  fragments  into  the  forest,  to  be  making   her  Carry  a  heavy  load  of  water,  while, 

^snroured  by  birds  and  beasts  of  prey.     Nor  did  with  a  rope  about  her  neck,  he  drove  her  before 

tiM  atonement  rest  here ;  for  six  more  unhappy  his  horse ;  and   whenever  she  showed  the  least 

f—iales  were    impeached  of  inconstancy,  and  inclination  to  stop,  he  beat  her  in  the  most  un- 

they  also  expiated  their  faults  with  their  lives,  mercifol  manner  with  a  stick." 

Like  another  Ulysses,  his  majesty  then  devoted  Were  we  to  travel  through  the  whole  interior  of 

himeelf  to  the  purification  of  his  palace,  when,  Africa,  and  round   its  northern,  eastern,  and 

lu  sum  up  the  fall  horrors  of  these  bloody  deeds,  western  coasts,  we  should   find,  among  almost 

two  thousand  wretches,  selected  from  the  Gbman  every  tribe,  numerous  displays  of  the  most  inhu- 

prisoners  of  war,  were  slaughtered  over  the  royal  man  and  depraved  dispositions.     The  Algerine* 

death-stool,  in  honour  of  the  shades  of  departed  are  characterized  as  the  most  cruel  and  dauigeruiis 

kings  and  heroes.'^*  pirates — base,  perfidious,  and  rapacious,  to  the 

Such  area  few  specimens  of  the  ferocious  dis-  last  degree.     No  oaths,  nor  ties,  human  or  di- 

positions  of  the  petty  tyrants  of  Africa.     But  vino,  will  avail  to  bind  them,  when  their  interest 

we  are  not  to  imagine,  that  i*tich  dispositions  are  interferes.     Whatever  respect  they  may  pretend 

eonfined  to  kings,  and  to  iIm  higher  ranks  of  topay  to  their  prophet  Mahomet,  gold  is  the  only 

■ociety.     Wherever  such  malovolent  passicms  true  idol  which  they  worship.     The  emperors  of 

acB  displayed  among  barbarou^s  chiefiams,  ihey  Morocco  are  well  known  as  a  set  of  rapacious 

pervade,  in  a  greater  or  loss  degree,  the  whole  and  blood-thirsty  tyrant?,  who  have  lived   in  a 

mass  of  the  people,  and  almost  everyone,  in  pro-  slate  of  habitual  warfare  with  Christian  nations, 

portion  to  the  power  with  which  he  is  invested,  and  in  the  perpetration  of  deeds  of  injustice  and 

perpetratee  similar  barbarities.     The  following  cruelty.     The  CktUcUy  on  the  borders  of  Abyssi- 

instaace  will  corroborate  this  position,  and,  at  the  nia,  are  a  barbarous  and  warlike  nation.     They 

fame  time,  show,  for  how  many  cruelties  and  are  hardy,  and  of  a  ferocious  disposition ;  they 

aets  of  injustice  the  abettors  of  the  infamous  are  trained  to  the  love  of  desperate  achievements, 

traffic  in  slaves,  are  accountable.     It  is  extract-  taught  to  believe  that  conquest  entitles  them  to 

ed  from  Major  Gray*s  **  Travels  in  Africa,  in  the  possession  of  whatever  they  desire,  and  to 

18B4."  look  upon  death  with  the  utmost  contempt ;  and. 

The  Kaartan  force  which  the  Major  accom-  therefore,  in  their  wars,  they  fight  with  the  moat 

pao:ed,  had  made  107  prisoners,  chiefly  women  desperate  resolution,  and  neither  give  nor  take 

and  diildren.  iq  a  predatory  excursion  into  Bon-  any  quarter.     The  inhabitants  of  ^cU,  too,  are 

doo,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  themselves  with  of  a  warlike  disposition,  and  most  frequently  live 

dsfes.     The  following  is  an  account  of  the  man-  in  enmity  and  hostility  with  those  around  them. 

ntr  ID  which  they  wore  dragged  along.     '*  The  The  Pdoopg  are  gloomy  and  unforgiving  in  their 

were  tied  in  pairs  by  tho  necks,  their  hands  tempers,  thirsting  for  vengeance  even  in  the  hour 

of  dissolution,  and  leaving  their  chiklren  to  avenge 

•  Dapal«*  Mlsafam  to  ABbantee.  Ini898.  ^^v  quarrels.    The  inhabitants  of  the  Gnin 
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Cooif,  especially  the  Mulattfies,  are  vaid  to  be  a  in  tilonce,  and  they  indulge  dra  diabolical 

moat  abandooed  aet  of  people.    The  men  are  factionoftakingoiranunlMippy  being  byaliager- 

dninkards,  lewd,  thievish,  and  treachemus,  and  ing  death.    It  is  said,  with  conBdence,  tbatthev 

the  women  are  the  most  abandoned  prostitutes,  own  persons  supply  the  horrid  nseaiis  of  perpe- 

Facriricing   themselves  stall  times,  and  to  all  trating  their  malicious  designs  on  their  hmiiaBdf^ 

sort<«  of  men,  without  the  least  de^ee  of  re-  and  that  they  mix  with   their  aliment  a  eertUD 

straiiii>     The  natives  of  ^natco,  which  borders  portion  of  an  ingredient  of  a  poisonoos  natore, 

on  An;:oIa,  live  byplundering  all  who  happen  to  fall  which  infallibly  induces  a  slow  langour  andeoa- 

111  their  way,  some  of  whom  they  kill,  and  others  sumption,  and  in  time  brings  the   wretched  n> 

tl^ey  kfOp  as  slavos.f     "  The  BoAtmen  are  land  tims  to  the  grave      The  symptoma  are  dreadU 

]iirarus,  who  live  without  laws  and  without  disci-  The  body  desicatos,  the  limbs  become  excessive- 

plinc  ;  who  lurk  in  thickets,  to  watch  the  passage  \j  weak,  the  gums  rot,  the  teeth  looeea,  die  biir 
of  Iravelleiv,  and  shoot  them  with  poisoned  ar*  •  falb  ofT,  and,  at  length,  aOer  hairing  (faaggsd  a 

rows,  in  order  to  seize  iheir  cattle.**^    *'  The  no-  miserable  and  tortured  existence^  for  a  whole yctr 

gfoe$  of  Congo,  (says  M.  de  la  Broase  in  his  or  more,  the  unhappy  beings  die  in  the 


Travels  along  the  coast  of  Angola,  in  1738,)  are  treme  torment, 
extremely  treacherous  and  vindictive.     They        If  we  pass  fi^m  Africa  to  the  regiona  of  Aoi, 

daily  demanded  of  us  some  brandy  for  the  use  of  we  shall   6nd  similar  depraved  principles  aai 

the  kingand  the  chief  men  of  the  town.    One  day  practices  pervading  its  several  triben,  and  dw 

this  request  was  denied  and  we  had  soon  reason  to  various  ranks  of  its  population.     Here,  tynoajr, 

re|ient  it ;  for  all  the  English  and  French  officers  in  all  its  degrading  and  cruel  forms,  reigns  w^ 

having  gone  to  fish  on  a  small  lake  near  the  sea-  preme  and  uncontrolled  over  a  aufterslitioas,  i 

coast,  they  erected  a  tent  for  the  purpose  tiT  dress-  deluded,  and  an  idolatrous  race  of  raanluBd,— </ 

iag  and  eating  the  fishes  they  had  caught.   When  which  the  following  recent  inrtanoea,  in  rebfka 

amusing  themselves  after  Iheir  repast,  seven  or  to  a  petty  despot  of  Persia,  may  aerre  as  afpa> 

eight  negroes,  who  were  the  chiefs  of  Loango,  eimen.    "  The  governor  Zulfecar  Khon  is  pro* 

arrived  in  sedans,  and  presented  their  hands  ac-  nounced  to  be  a  cruel  and  unprincipled  tyrsat; 

cording  to  the  custom  of  the  country.     These  ne-  unfortunately  for  the  people,  he  has  ihe  ear  of  the 

(H^tes  privately  rubbed  the  hands  of  the  officers  sovereign,  and  they  have  no  resource  agaiasikis 

Willi  a  subtle  poison,  which  acts  instantaneous-  rapacity.     He  pays  to  the  crown  7000  loaiaflBi 

ly ;  and,  accordingly,  five  captains  and  three  sur-  a  year,  but  it  is  asserted,  that  he  collects  fiiNi 

geons  died  on  the  spot."  the  district  100,000.    His  oppression  was  so 

Tho  Moor9  are  characterized  by  Mr.  Park  as  grievous,  that  the  inhabitants,  wearied  oat,  wctt 

having  cruelty  and  low  cunning  fiictured  on  their  in  a  body  to  the  king  to  complain  ;  but  his  an- 

countenances.      Their  treachery  and  malevo-  jesty  only  referred  them  back  to  their  tyiant,  whu, 

lencc  are  manifested  in  their  plundering  excur-  exasperated  at  their  boldness,  wreaked  upon  then 

stonsi  against  the  Negro  villages.     Without  the  a  cruel  vengeance.     It  is  said,  that  be  maknsd 

smallest  provocation,  and  sometimes  under  tho  and  put  to  death  upwards  of  a  thousand  of  both 

fairest  {N-ofessions  of  friendship,  ihey  will  seize  sexes,  cutting  off  the  hands,  putting  oat  the  eyes, 

up«>n  the  Negroes'  cattle,  and  even  un  the  inha-  and  otherwise  mutilating  the  men,  and  ruttiag 

bitants  themselves.     The  Bedouins  are  plun-  off  the  noses,  ears,  and  breasts  of  the  wonea. 

dcrers  of  the  cultivated  lands,  and  robbers  on  the  Tho  people,  desponding  and  brokenhearted  al^ 

liigW  roads;  they  watch  every  opportunity  of  re-  tliis,  paid,  in  as  far  as  they  were  able,  the  rape* 

renting  their  enemies,  and  their  animosities  are  cious  demands  of  their  oppressor,  and  the  M- 

transmitted  as  an  inheritance  from  father  to  chil-  tural   consequence,  ruin  and  desolation  has  ea- 

dren.     Even  the  Egyptiam,  who  are  more  civil-  sued."§ 

ized  than  the  tribes  to  which  I  have  now  alluded,         Sir  J(^n  Chardin  gives  us  the  following  s^ 

are  characterized  by  excessive  pride,  vindictive  count  of  the  inhabitants  of  Mingrdia,  parties* 

tem]>ers,  inordinate  passions,  and  various  species  larly  of  the  women.    "  The  people  are  generaBf 

of  moral  turpitude.    There  is  a  trait  in  the  cha-  handsome,  the  m^  strong  and  well-nade,  tai 

racter  of  the  women  of  this  country,  pointedly  the  women  very  bMutiful ;  but  both  sexes  v« 

adverted  to  by  Sonini,  in  his  "Travels  in  Egypt,"  very  vicious    and   debauched.      The   womcit 

which  is  particularly  odious  and  horrible.    On  though  lively,  civil,  and  aflectionate,  are  vo; 

discovering  any  partiality  in  their  husbands  for  perfidious ;  for  there  is  no  widiedneas  mtiA 

other  fenuiles,  they  are  transported  into  an  un-  they  will  not  perpetrate,  in  order  to  procurs,  to 

bounded  and  jealous  fury.    Such  are  their  deceit  preserve,  or  to  get  rid  of  their  gallants.    Tb* 

and  cruelty  on  these  occasions,  that  they  instil  men  likewise  possess  many  bad  qualities.    AB 

into  the  Mood  of  their  faithless  husband,  a  slow  of  them  are  trained  to  robbery,  which  they  stndj 

and  mortal  poison.    Their  revenge  is  meditated  both  as  a  business,  and  as  an  amusement   VTt^ 

great  satisfaction  they  relate  the  depredatioM 

*  Oooka*f  UnlTewUGeognuphjr,  ToL  I.  p*  447. 
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jomnitted;  ud,  from  thii  poHotod  The  Bvmmm  we  a  Kvdf  ia^aintife  iMag 

derive  their  greatett  praise  andlKm-  aciife,  iraacible,  a«d  impafieiic.  While  in  peaoe, 

ngralia,  &lec4uod,  aeMtnMUicio,  and  thej  give  proetteT  a  certain  degree  of  geaUeneH 

od  actieoa  ;  and  whorodom,  bidjamy,  and  civiUaatioa ;  no  war,  thej  ditplaj  the  ferocity 

are  ewteenied  as  virtuous  Iwbits.  ef  savages.— The  Malmyt,  though  iahahitiog  a 

larry  twe  or  three  wives  at  a  tioM,  country  bea«tHul  and  deligbtful  in  the  eztremei 

i  maajcencuhines  as  they  choose,  where  reiireshiag  gales  and  cooling  sCreaim  an» 

Jy  make  a  common  practice  of  seU-  saage  the  heal,  where  the  soil  teesm  with  deU- 

idren,  either  for  gold,  or  in  exchange  cious  fruits,  where  the  trees  ire  dnthed  with  a 

d  provtsi<His,  bat  even  oMirder  them,  continual  verdure,  and  the  flowen  breathe  their 

I  alive,  when  diey  find  it  difieult  te  fragrant  odoora,  are  remarkably  ftreoioas  in  their 

ip."  maanera.    They  go  always  armed  (eioept  the 

m,  who  ooenpy  vast  regions  of  the  slaves,)  and  wtoirid  think  themsrivcs  disgraced, 

tinent,  are  uniformly  described  by  if  they  wenC  abroad  without  their  poignards. 

a  rude,  plundering,  and  uncultivated  The  inland  inhabitants  of  MabMca,  called  JUsk 

.    **  There  is  something  frightfiil,"  Mweieea,  are  a  barbaroos  savage  people,  delithip 

t,  **  in  the  countenances  of  tlie  Cal-  ing  in  d(Ang  continual  n^scbief  to  their  neigfa^ 

«.    All  of  them  are  wandering  va-  bMra ;  on  which  aeeoimt,  nognin  is  sown  about 

I  liv^  in  tents  made  of  doth  or  of  Malacca,  but  what  i>  encloeed  in  garden,  with 

y  eatthe  flesh  of  horses,  either  mw,  the  thickest  hedges,  or  deep  ditches ;  far  whsa 

nfteaed  1^  putri^ing  under  their  the  grain  is  ripe  u  the  open  plaine,  the  Mow* 

0  marks  of  religion,  or  of  decency  in  oabmn  never&il  to  eet  fire  to  it.  The  I^mwmt^ 
s,  are  to  be  found  among  most  of  in  their  di«pasttioni,  says  Mr.  Franklin,  are 
.  They  are  fierce,  warl&e,  hardy,  much  inclined  to  sudden  anger,  are  qniok,  fisry^ 
frees,  They  are  aQ  robbers ;  and  and  very  sensible  of  affronts,  which  they  rseent 
nf  Daghestan,  who  border  on  civilis-  on  die  spot.  Chardin  deecribae  them  as  **  vrar- 
lave  a  great  trade  in  daves,  whom  like,  vain,  and  ambitknis  of  praiw ;  eaeeedingly 
Tby  fbree,  and  sell  to  the  PeraiaM  loturlons,  prodigal,  vnluptaons,  and  addicted  to 
*^  gallantry.^  It  b  well  known  that  the  wan  and 
tans,  like  th»  Tartan,  live  mostly  fiend-I'dm  craeltics  in  which  the  despots  of  this 
ernmeM,  withoot  law,  and  afanost  country  have  been  engaged,  have  traasfamwd 
social  iatercoorse.  They  still  con-  many  of  ita  pdsvinees  into  leenes  nf  sterility  and 
ite  of  rudeaem  and  of  lawlees  inde>  desolation^— The  JBncbei  ^  effeminnls,  Initvi* 
Their  chiefs  authorise  repe,  thefk,  ous,  and  early  initiated  into  the  arts  of  disainH^ 

They  have  no  estimation  &r  vit^  lation.    They  can  caress  those  whom  they  hate, 

•y  ta  almost  every  species  of  vice,  and  behave  with  the  utmost  affid>ility  and  kind- 

hottt  in  the  deeerts,  and  attack  care-  ness  to  such  as  they  imend  to  deprive  of  e»Bt> 

vellera  of  every  description,  whom  enee,  by  the  most  sanguinary  meana^    Thougji 

ly  murder,  and  plunder  of  their  pro*  they  seldom  scold  or  wrangle,  they  often  slab 

CAinsm,  though  more  highly  civil-  eadt  other  insidiously,  and,  withoot  any  public 

1  tribes  now  mentioned,  and  though  quarrel,  gratify  a  private  revenge.  The  destroe- 
i;reat  applause  ibr  their  ingenuity,  'tioa  of  inftnts,  the  immolation  of  widows,  the 

perseverance,  are  as  despicable  in  drowning  of  aged  parents,  which  prevaU  among 

^areeter?,  and  as  destitute  of  true  them,  and  the  cruel  and  idolatrous  rites  which 

as  almost  any  nation  upon  eanh.  distinguish  their  religious  eervicee,  are  too  wel 

beir  leadinj;  passion ;  and  in  order  known    to    require   deecriplion.— >The  TVrlb, 

they  practise  every  species  of  du-  though  grave;  sedate,  and  rather  hypocondriae, 

rand.    They  cannot  be  influenced  yet  when  agitated  by  pamion,  are  fUnoos,  raging, 

lither  of  honesty  or  of  humanity  ;  ungovernable,  firaught  with  dissimidation,  jea^ 

pass  every  nation  on  the  gbbe  in  lous,  suspieioiis,  and  vindictive  beyond  concept 

ing.    Captain  Cook  observes,  that  tion.    They  are  superatitioua,  and  obstinately 

if  being  hanged  for  any  crime  being  tenacious  in  malten  of  religion,  and  are  iiicapn> 

there  is  nothing,  however  infamous,  ble  of  exereunng  benevolence  or  evmi  hmnaniiy 

lineee  will  refuse  to  do  for  gain.**  towards  Ohrirtians,  or  towards  Jewa.    Interest 

m  he  concora  with  every  preceding  it  their  snprsme  good,  and  when  that  comes  in 

sot  writer,  and  confirms  it  by  a  competition,  aM  ties  of  religion,  consanguinity, 

iking  prods,  of  which  an  additional  or  friendship,  are  with  the  generality,  speedfly 

be  seen  in  the  accounts  which  have  dissolved.    They  have  deprived  of  their  liberty, 

ed  of  onr  late  embassies  to  that  ^ad  of  their  wealth,  all  who  hare  been  snbjectcd 

to  their  iron  sceptre,  and  have  plimged  them  into 
the  depths  of  moral  and  of  nwntal  dsfasnsmenC 

^  PMIns»by  sf  W^nral  Bsteiy.  Tbn  page  of  hiiloiyii  filled  with  detaibeflbfir 
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derutatiom  and  erudties,  and  tbe  deeds  of  in-  which  they  are  oontuiaally  on  tbe  watch  to  afca|{e; 

justice  and  of  horror  which  they  have  perpetrat-  and  the  desire  of  a  good  meal  is  no  fmall  inriH 

ad,  even  in  our  own  tiroes,  are  scarcoly  equalled  roenr.    Many  years  will  socnetimaa  elapae  bdbn 

by  the  atrocities  of  the  roost  savage  hordes  of  a  favourable  opportunity  baf^ieiic,  jet  the  sai 

mankind.  never  loses  sight  of  an  injury  that  has  been  dam 

If  we  take  a  survey  of  the  numerous  tribes  to  his  father.—**  Their  metlH>d  of  ezacotiaf  Aeir 

which  inhabit  the  Islands  of  the  Indian  and  the  horrible  designs  is  by  stealing  apoa  thaadvsns 


Pacific  Oceans,  we  shall  find  similar  depraved  party  in  the  night,  and  if  they  find 

and  malevolent  passions,  racing  without  coniroli  ed  (which   i«  very  seUom  the  cane)  tbey  kfl 

and  producing  all  th6se  malignant  and  desolating  every  one  indiscriminately,  not  orea  ■P^'i^K  ^ 

effects  which  have  counteracted  the  benevolence  women  and  children.     When  tha  misssffre  is 

of  the  Creator,  and  entailed  misery  on  the  human  completed,  they  either  feast  and  gorge  themsclvBi 

race.     The  dismal  effects  of  the  principle  of  on  the  spot,  or  carry  off  as  many  of  the  dsid 

hatred  directed  towards  human  beinisrs,  the  dis-  bodies  as  they  can,  and  devour  thom  at  htamb, 

position  to  engage  in  continual  warfare,  and  the  with  acts  of  brutality  too  shocking  to  be  dcacrfttir 

savage  ferocity  of  the  human  mind,  when  unre-  If  they  are  discovered  before  they  execate  dHV 

strained  by  raoral  and  prudential  considerations,  bloody  purpose,  they  generally  ateal  off  agui; 

are  nowhere  so  strikingly  displayed,  as  in  the  and  sometimes  are  pursued  aad  attacked  t^  tk» 

ides  which  are  scattered  throughout  the  wide  other  party  in  their  tura.    To  ghre  qoarter,  or  Is 

ezpame  of  the  Pacific  Ocean.    Of  the  truth  of  take  pisoners,  makes  no  part  of  their  miliMiy 

these  positions  we  have  abundance  of  melancholy  law ;  so  that  the  vanquished  can  save  their  lives 

examples,  in  the  reports  of  missionaries,  and  in  only  by  flight.    This  perpetual  state  of  war,  and 

tbe  journals  which  have  been  published  by  late  destructive  method  of  coodoeting  it,  operates  so 

navigators,  from  which  I  shall  select  only  two  or  strongly  in  producing  habits  of  circmnspcocaoa, 
three  examples.                                                    '  that  one  hardly  ever  finds  a  New  Zaahnder  off 

The  first  instance  I  riiall  produce,  has  a  rela-  his  guard,  either  by  night  or  by  day."*    WUfe 

tioo  chiefly  to  the  inhabitanU  of  New  Zealand,  the  mind  is  kept  in  rach  a  state  of  innsial 

With  respect  to  these  islanders  Captain  Cook  anxiety  and  alarm,  it  must  be  inpoaaible  fiirhi- 

remarks,   **  Their  public  comenrions  are  fre-  man  beings  to  taste  the  sweets  of  ratioaal,  «r 

quenl,or  rather  perpetual ;  for,  it  appears  from  even  of  sensitive  enjoyment.    A  mwlsnrhoiy 

their  number  of  weapons,  and  dexterity  in  using  gloom  must  bang  over  these  wretdMd  beiqgSi 

them,  that  war  is  their  principal  profession." —  and  the  dark  suspicions,  and  the  rerengsfiil  pas* 

**  The  war-dance  consists  of  a  great  variety  of  sions  whidi  agitate  their  miub,  can  only  it 

violent  motions,  and  hideous  contortions  of  the  them  fcH*  those  regions  of  darimeaa  where  te 

limbs,  during  which  the  countenance  also  per-  radiations  of  benevolence  are  completely  citia* 

forms  a  part ;  the  tongue  is  frequently  thrust  out  guished. 

to  an  incredible  length,  and  the  eye-lid  so  forci-         The  implacable  hatred  which  theae  savagM 

biy  drawn  up,  that  the  white  appears  both  above  entertain  towards  each  other,  is  illustrated,  iaths 

and  below,  as  well  as  on  each  side  of  the  iris,  so  folk>wing  short  narrative  from  Captain  Cook.— > 

as  to  form  a  circle  arounH  ii;  nor  is  anything  *'Among  our  occasional  visiters  was  a  chief  naasd 

neglected  so  as  to  render  the  human  shap^  firi{rht-  Kahoora,  who,  as   I  was  informed,  headed  tbs 

ftil  and  deformed.     To  such  as  have  not  been  ac-  party  that  cut  off  Captain  Fumeaux'a  peofils^ 

customed  to  such  a  practice,  they  appear  more  and  himself  killed  Mr.  Rowe,  the  officer  wko 

like  demons  than  men,  and  would  almost  chill  the  commanded.     To  judge  of  the  character  of  Ka> 

boldest  with  fear ;  at  the  same  time  (hey  brandish  hoora,  by  what  I  had  heard  from  many  of  bis 

their  spears,  shake  their  darts,  and  cleave  the  countrymen,  he  seemed  to  be  more  feared  thai 

air  with  their  patoo-patoos.    To  this  succeeds  a  beloved  among  them.    Not  satisfied  with  telliag 

circumstance  almost  foretold  in  their  fierce  de-  me  that  he  was  a  very  bad  man,  some  of  thea 

mennour,  horrid  and  disgraceful  to  human  nature,  even  importuned  me  to  Xtitf  Aim  .*  and,  I  beltevs, 

which  is,  cutting  to  pieces,  even  before  being  they  were  not  a  little  surprised  that  I  did  notlii- 

perfectly  dead,  the  bodies  of  their   enemies;  ten  to  them;  for  according  to  their  ideas  of  equity, 

and,  after  dressing  them  on  a  fire,  devouring  the  this  ought  to  have  been  done.    But  if  I  had  fU* 

flesh,  not  only  without  reluctance,  but  with  pe-  lowed  the  advice  of  all  om*  pretended  friends,! 

culiar  satisfaction."     There  is  perhaps  nothing  might  have   extirpated  the  whole  race  ;  yor  At 

that  can  convey  a  more  striking  idea  of  the  ac-  people  of  each  hamlet  or  vittd^,  fty  tania,  ifjrfM' 

tions  of  pure  malevolence,  and  of  the  horrible  to  me,  to  desf^  the  other.    One  vrouU  have  al- 

rage  and  fury  of  infernal  fiends,  than  the  picture  most  thought  it  impossible,  that  ao  striking  • 

here  presented  of  these  savage  islanders.  proof  of  the  divided  state  in  whidi  this  paopl* 

These  people  live  under  perpetual  apprehen-  live,  could  have  been  assigned.** 
sions  of  being  destroyed  by  each  other ;  there         Similar  dispositions  are  displayed  thronghiMl 
being  few  of  their  tribes  tlut  have  not,  as  they 
think,  sustained  wrongs  from  soma  othar  tribe,  'CooktfyciyafM* 
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timost  aB  the  other  islands  of  the  Southern  Sandwich  Islet,  prior  to  Ihe  stale  of  mora)  Ri:d 
Ocean.  The  following  descripiidn  is  <;iven  by  religious  im|)rovvment  to  which  they  tiavu  latr.y 
M.  de  la  Perouse,  '/  the  inlwhilants  of  Maouna  advanced,  though  their  disp'isitions  were  funnr- 
Ojfoiamf  and  the  other  islands  in  (he  JVavigntor^s  what  niiUler  than  those  of  the  other  islandn, 
JLnidp€tag;  "  Their  native  ferocity  of  conn-  were  almost  equally  low  in  point  of  moral  dc- 
tanance  always  expresses  either  surprise  or  an-  bas«>mt;ot.  Captain  Cook,  speaking  of  the  na* 
fsr.  The  leaat  dispute  between  ihom  is  fi»llow-  tives  of  Otaheiie,  declares,  "  They  arc  all  ar- 
ed  by  blows  6[  sticks,  clubs,  or  paddles,  and  of-  rant  thieves,  and  can  pick  pockets  with  the  dex- 
tea,  without  doubt,  costs  tho  combatants  their  teriiy  of  the  nio«t  ez|>ert  London  blackguard."* 
lives.**  With  regard  to  the  women,  he  remarks:  When  descrihin;;  the  dociciies  distinguished  by 
**  The  gross  effrontery  of  their  conduct,  the  in-  the  nime  of  Arremf,  he  declares, as  a  characier- 
decency  of  their  motions,  and  the  disgusting  oi^  isiic  of  the  fmuile  part  (if  the  coinmuuity,  *'  If 
far*  which  they  made  of  their  favours,  rendered  any  rtf  ihc  w<Nncn  ha;>pen  to  be  with  child,  which 
them  fit  mothers  and  wives  for  the  ferocious  be>  in  this  manner  of  life,  liappeus  less  freqtienily 
logs  that  surroonded  us."  Tlio  treachery  and  than  in  ordinary  cases,  the  poor  infant  is  wmi*- 
Ibrocity  of  thetu  savages  were  strikingly  display-  thered  the  moment  it  is  born,  that  it  may  be  no 
ed  in  massacring  M.  de  Langle,  the  astronomer,  incumbrance  to  the  father,  nor  interrupt  the 
and  eleven  of  the  crew  that  belonged  toPerouse^s  mother  in  the  pleasures  of  her  diabolical  proa- 
veaael,  and  such  was  their  fierce  bacbarity,  titution."t  Another  circumstance,  stated  by  the 
that,  after  having  killed  them,  they  stUI  continuod  same  navigator,  exhihitu  their  foraoer  moral  cha- 
lo  wreak  their  fiiry  upon  the  inanimate  bodies  racier  in  a  stiU  more  shocking  point  of  view, 
with  their  dubs.  The  natives  of  JVeio  CnUdonia  On  the  approach  of  war  with  any  of  the  neigh- 
are  a  race  of  a  similar  description.  Though  bouring  islands,  or  on  other  interesting  occa- 
Captain  Cook  deaeribes  them  as  apparently  a  sinns,  human  sacri6ces  were  a  imiversal  practice, 
food  natnred  sort  of  people,  yet  subsequent  na-  '*  When  I  described,"  says  this  illustrious  voya- 
vigators  have  found  them  to  be  almost  the  very  ger,  **  the  Natibe  at  Tongabatoo,  1  mentioned, 
feviea  of  what  he  described ;  as  ferocious  in  the  that,  on  the  approaching  sequel  of  tliat  festival, 
astreme,  addicted  to  cannibalism,  and  to  every  we  had  been  told  that  ten  men  were  to  be  sacri- 
barbarity  shocking  to  human  oarure.  The  French  ficed.  This  may  give  us  an  idea  of  the  extent 
navigator.  Admiral  D*Entrecasteaux,  in  his  in-  of  this  religious  massacre  on  that  island.  And 
laicoarse  with  these  people,  received  undoubted  though  we  should  suppose,  that  never  more  than 
proo6  of  their  savage  disposition,  and  of  their  one  person  is  sacrificed  oo  any  single  occasion 
being  accustomed  to  feed  on  human  flesh.  Speak-  at  Otaheite,  it  is  more  than  probable,  that  theee 
•■g  «if  one  of  the  natives,  who  had  visit«i  his  occasions  happened  so  fi^uentlyi  as  to  make  a 
fhq>,  and  had  described  the  various  practices  shocking  waste  of  the  human  race ;  for  I  counted 
oonnected  with  cannibalism,  he  says, — "  It  is  no  less  than  forty-nine  skulls  of  fbrmer  victims, 
difficult  to  depict  the  ferocious  avidity  with  which  lying  before  the  Morai,  where  we  saw  one  more 
Iw  expressed  to  us,  that  the  fleith  of  their  unfor-  added  to  the  number.  And,  as  ix>ne  of  these 
Conate  victioM  was  devoured  by  them  after  they  skulls  had,  as  yet,  suffered  any  considerable 
had  broiled  it  on  tho  coals.  This  cannibal  also  change  from  the  weather,  it  may  hence  be  infer- 
iet  us  know,  that  the  flesh  of  the  arms  and  legs  red,  that  no  great  length  of  time  luid  elapsed,  since 
was  cut  into  slices,  and  that  they  consi<lered  the  this  considerable  number  of  unhappy  wretches 
■lost  muscular  parts  a  very  agreeable  dish.  It  had  been  offered  on  this  altar  of  bloud."| 
was  then  easy  for  us  to  explain,  why  they  fre-  He  also  informs  us,  that  human  sacrifices  were 
^leolly  feh  our  arms  and  legs,  manifesting  a  more  fi'equent  in  the  Sandwich,  than  in  any  of 
▼iolunt  kmging ;  they  then  uttered  a  faini  whist-  the  other  islands.  "  These  hoirid  rites,"  says 
liog,  which  they  produced  by  closing  their  teeth,  he,  **  are  not  only  had  recourse  to  upon  the  rom- 
and  applying  to  them  the  tip  of  the  tongue ;  af*  mencomentof  war,  and  preceding  great  battles, 
terwardsopeningtheirmouth,  they  smacked  their  and  other  signal  enterprises ;  but  the  death  of 
lijM  several  times  in  succession.*^  any  considerable  chief  calls  for  a  sacrifice  of  ono 
The  characters  of  the  islanders  now  described,  or  more  TViotoiot,  (that  is,  vulgar  or  low  persons,) 
Cray  be  considered  as  common  to  the  inhabitants  according  to  his  rank  ;  and  we  were  told  that  tea 
of  the  New  Hebrides,  the  Friendly  iKland)*,  the  men  wf«re  destined  to  sufftv  on  the  death  of 
Marquesas,  the  Sandwich,  New  Guinea,  New  Tfrreeoboo,one  of  their  great  chiefs.§ 
Britain,  the  Ladroaes,  and  almost  all  the  islands  Such  are  a  few  specimens  of  the  moral  dis|K>- 
which  are  dispersed  over  the  vast  expanse  of  sitions-— the  hatred,  the  horrid  warfare,  and  the 
<he  Pacific  Ocean.  Captain  Cook,  when  de-  abominable  practices,  which  are  displayed  over 
apribing  the  natives  of  New  Zealand,  remarks, 

that,  "  the  inhabitants  of  the  other  parts  of  the  .  Hawkesworth's  Narrative  of  Cook's  Voyages, 

South  Seas  have  not  even  the  idea  of  indecency  vol.  TI. 

with  respect  to  any  object,  or  to  any  action  "  J  ffiUesworth's  NitlSSVe  of  Cook's  Voyages. 

Tl»e  inbabitaats  even  of  the  Society  and  of  the  voL  D. 
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the  greater  portion  of  the  Eastern  and  Western  and  their  physical  and  meiOal  exertiDM,  •••■  h 

Continents,  and  among  the  thousands  of  islands  be  spent  murb  in  war»  and  in  the  prepaf&tioB  if 

which  diversify  the  surface  of  the  Ocean— tiispo-  warlike  instruments,  as  if  these  wen  the  gnu 

aitions  and  practices,  which,  if  permitted  to  ex-  ends  for  which  the  Creator  had  luroi^ibt  tbsB»> 

lend  their    influence  universally,    and   wiiliaut  to  existence.     If  the  iagenoity  ftad  the  cscifiv 

control,  would    soon   extirpate    the   intelligent  displayed  in  such  preparations  mad  poranhf, ' 

creation,  and  banish  happiness  from  tlie  empire  employed  in  operations  calcuhifed  lopieowce! 

of  God.  benefit  of  mankind,  what  an  innme 

•         WARLIKE  ATTITITDE  OT  If  AT«,5S.  "^  \^?pi^^  WOUld  be  di||tiribllted  

rous  tribes  which  are  just  now  raak  UHo  drffir 

Were  benevolence  a  characteristic  of  the  ii>-  Tity,  and  into  the  depths  of  wretcbcdncas  uA 

habitants  of  our  globe,  nvery  traveller  would  be  wo! 
secure   from  danger  from  his  fellow-men  :  he      *  Pallas,  in  his  descriptioo  ef  die   naiisas  iiha- 


might  land  on  every  shore  without  the  least  sns-  biting  the   CoveosM,  when  speiAm*  oCthcCn^ 

piciun  or  alarm,  and  confidently  expect  that  his  CASSiAirs,  says,  **  Persons  of  wreakh  and  tvk 

distresses  would  be  relieved,  and  his  wants  sup-  never  leave  the  house  without  a  Mbre,  asrds 

plied,  by  every  tribe  of  the  human  race  among  they  venture  beyond   the  limits  of  the  vilbfe 

whom  be  might  occasionally  sojourn.     No  hos-  without  being  completely  arrayed,  and  bavi^r 

tile  weapons  would  be  lifted  up  to  repel  a  stranger,  their  breast  pockets  supplied  with  ballcaitridgea' 

when  graitfyiag  his  curiosity  in  visiting  distant  In  regard  to  the  lower  class,  **  when  theydoasl 

lands,  and  contemplating  foreign  scenes ;  and  no  carry  a  sabre,  with  other  arms,  they  previds 

instruments  of  desiractioQ  would  require  to  be  themselves  with  a  strong  staff,  two  nrabnacs  kaf^ 

Ibrged,  to  preserve  a  nation  from  the  inroads  of  on  the  top  of  which  is  fixed  a  large  iron  bead,  mi 

destroyers.      But  when  we    survey  the  actual  the  lower  end  is  furaidicd  with  a  sharp  iron  pdw, 

state  of  mankind,  we  find  almost  every  nation  about  eighteen  inches  long,  whidi  they  are  ac- 

■nder  heaven,  if  not  actually  engaged  in  war,  at  customed  to  throw  expertly,  UkeadarL    The 

kaat  in  a  warlike  attitude,  and  one  of  their  chief  princes  and  knights  porsue  no  other 

oiiiployiiients  consists  in  dirising  schemes,  either  or  recreation  thu  war,  pOlafe,  aai 

of  conquest  or  revenge,  and  in  furbishing  the  in-  nentsof  the  ch^se  ;  they  Ihre  a  lordly  life, 

atruments  of  death.    The  following  instances  may  der  shout,  meet  at  drinking  parties  and  undertake 

auflSce,  as  illustrations  of  this  position.  military  excursions."     Among   theee   people, 

The  armies  of  Ashahtke,  says.  Dupuis,  "  the  desire  of  revenge,  fcr  injuriea  received,  is 

amount  to  upwards  of  eighty  thousand  men,  arm-  hereditary  in  the  suceeMors,  and  in  the  wboh 

ed  with    tumahawkS)  lances,  knives,  javelins,  tribe.     It  remains,  as  it  were,  rooted   with  le 

bows,  snd  arrows ;  and  forty  thousand,  who  can  aueh  rancour,  that  the  Ixistili  princes  or  nsMis 

occasionally  be  put  in  possession  of  muskets  and  of  two  different  tribes,  when  they  meet  ceeb 

blunderbusses. — The  opposing  armies  of  Mos-  other  on  the  road,  or  accidentally  in  another  pises, 

L£M  and    ]>i:fHERt7.  amounted   at    times    to  are  compelled  to  fight  for  their  livee ;  onlem  tbcT 

140,000  men. — The  King  ofDAHoiir,  and  his  have  given  previous  notice  to  each  other,  aad 

auxiliaries,  can  raise  about  50,000  men,  armed  bound  themselves  to  pursue  a  different  rootc. 

with  bows  and  arrows,  sabres,  and  iron  maces. —  Unless  pardon  be  purchased,  or  obtained  by  it- 

The  king  of  Beicin  can  arm  200.000,  upon  an  termafriage  between  the  two Inmiliee,  the  prifr' 

emer^enc}',  and  furnish    10,000  of  them  with  ciple  of  revenge  is  propagated  to  all  snoceedisg 

muskets.      In  those  <:ountries  of  Africa,  where  generations."^ 

fire-arms  an<l    gunpowder   are  unknown,   they  It  is  well  known,  that  ii:  almost  all  the  ishiidi 

wield  the  following  kindnof  arms  with  great  dex-  in  the  Indian  and  the  Southern  Ocenas,  wbce 

teriiy  ami  exeruiion.      These  are,  very  strong  navigators  attempt  to  land,  in  order  to  procorr 

supple  lances,  which  are  barbed  and  poisoned,  water  and  provisions,  they  are  almost  uiiifi)r«- 

targets,  hows  and  anews,  tomahawks,  and  iron  ly  opposed  by  crowds  of  ferocioiie  savages,  ar««^ 

maces  ;  the  fi>rmer  of  which  they  are  in  the  prac-  with  long  spears,  ckibs,  lances,  bows  and  arrovi; 

lice  of  poisoning  with  a  venom  more  deadly  than  and,  with  horrid  yells,  brandiaking  them  in  tbe 

that  which  is  used  bv  anv  other  nation,  as  its  most  hostile  attitudes.    In  soase  instances,  tbew 

operation  is  said  to  be  sometimes  instantaneous,  warlike  attitudes  might  be  aeooonted  fur,  fipons 

and  its  wound,  though  ever  so  slight,  usually  pro-  fear  of  the  depredations  and  murders  ^ich  might 

duces  death  within  the  lapse  of  a  few  minutp«.*  be  committed  by  strangers,  with  whose  dispsn* 

Such  is  the  warlike  disposition  displayed  by  a  tions  and  characters  they  art  wnacquainted.  B* 

f*w  comparatively  insignificant  tribes  in  Africa,  the  implacable   hatred  which  they  manifest  ^ 

and  similar  dispositions  are  manifested,  and  si-  wards  even  the  neighbouring  dibes,  with  wkiob 

milar  attitudes  assumed,  by  almost  all  the  tribes  they  are  acquainted,  and  of  which  I  haveakcodj 
which  inhabit  that  vast  continent.     Their  time, 

•  Pallas'  **  Travels  throofh  the  8iwtt>eia 

*  Dupuis  "  Mission  to  iehaatec^  in  1828.*'  ef  tbe  Russian  Empiit;'  Vol  ■.  pf .  Mk  4ti^ 
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Mated  teroral  tastaaces,  tbowt,  that  war,  re-  tertort.  After  he  has  eluded  the  pursuit  of  the 
veoge,  and  the  preparation  of  the  insunments  of  lion  or  the  wolf,  or  after  he  hu  escaped,  with 
deadi,  are  both  their  employiBent,  and  th^ir  d»-  difficulty,  from  the  jaws  of  the  devouring  deep,  he 
light.  Yea,  not  only  savage  and  half-civilised  is  frequently  exposed  to  the  fury  of  demons  in 
ir^es,  bat  aJsMMt  every  dviliced  nation  on  the  human  shape,  who  insult  over  his  roisfurtunes, 
froe  of  the  earth,  is  foand  in  a  hostile  attitude  instead  of  relieving  the  wants  of  his  body,  and 
with  respect  to  sarnNinding  nations-^either  actu-  soothing  the  anguish  of  his  mind.  The  fullowing 
ally  engajjed  in  a  deadly  warfare  with  a  foreign  relations,  among  a  numerous  series  which  might 
power,  or  preparing  for  an  attack,  or  keeping  up  be  presented  to  the  view  of  the  reader,  will  tend 
fleets  and  standing  armies,  and  C>rging  cannons,  to  illustralo  4hese  remarks, 
•nd  baUa,  and  swords,  in  the  prospect  of  a  rup-  My  first  example  shall  be  taken  from  tho 
ture  with  neifhbouring  statink  And  in  such  **  Narrative  of  the  Loss  of  the  Grosvenor  India- 
deadly  preparmtiotts  and  employments,  a  great  num."  This  vessel  sailed  fixmi  Trinoomalee, 
proportion  of  thoae  treasures  is  expended,  which,  June  13(h,  1782,  on  her  homeward-bound  vojrage, 
if  directed  bf  the  hand  of  benevolence,  woukl  be  and  was  wrecked  on  the  coast  of  Cafiraria,  on 
Iha  means  of  trmnsformiag  the  wilderness  into  a  tlie  4ih  of  August  folbwiag.     It  is  needless  to 


CruilAil  field,  af distributing  intelligence  and  moral  dwell  on  the  circumstances  whtcb  attended  the 

priocipie  asMag  aQ  ranks,  and  ef  making  the  shipwreck,  and  on  the  consternation,  distraction, 

iMaru  of  the  poor,  the  widow,  and  the  orphan,  and  despair,  which  seized  upon  the  passengers 

**  to  leap  for  joy."  What  a  pitiful  picture  is  here  and  thecrew,  when  they  became  alive  toall  the  ter- 

preoented  of  Man,  who  was  originally  formed  rors  uf  the  scene.  Shipwreck,  even  in  its  mikiest 

«fcer  the  image  of  his  Maker,  for  the  purpose  form,  is  a  cakuaity  which  never  Cails  to  fill  the 

«f  displaying  beaevoleat  afTectyms  towards  bis  nind  with  horror ;  but  what  is  instant  death, 

leVows,— BOW  divided  into  hostile  tribes,  and  considered  as  a  temporary  evil,  compared  with 

brandishing,  with  infernal  fury,  at  all  around,  ihe  the  situation  of  those  who  had  hunger,  and  thirst, 

instruments  of  destruction !  How  art  thou  fallen,  and  nakedness,  to  contend  with ;  who  only  escap- 

O  man,  firom  thy  original  station  of  dignity  and  ed  the  fury  of  the  waves,  to  eater  into  eooflicts 

iMnour!  **  How  is  the  gold  become  dim,  and  the  with  the  savages  of  the  forest,  or  the  still  greater 

■mmM  fine  goU  dianged  !     The  crown  is  fallen  savages  of  the  human  race;  who  wars  cut  off 

from  oar  heads ;  wo  anto  as,  for  we  have  sin-  from  all  civilized  society,  and  felt  the  prolonga^ 

■ud !"  tion  of  life  to  be  only  the  lengthened  pains  of 

lyHUJfAjriTT  OF  trHCITlLUCD  TRIBSS  TO  .a        i      •           l                                      •       i.   •     c_^ 

tnr»o.Ttni AT.  trav.ll.rs.  ^^'  losing  about  twenty  men,  in  their  first 

attempts  to  land,  the  reroainmg  part  of  the  crew 

In  passing  through  the  scene  of  his  earthly  pil-  and  the  passengers,  in  number  about  a  hundred, 

l^raage,  Man  is  exposed  to  a  variety  of  distresses  after  encountering  many  difficulties  and  dangers, 

and  dangers.    Sometimes  he  is  exposed  to  *'  the  reached  the   shore.    Next  morning  a  thousand 

pestilence  that  waUceth  in  darkneim,"  and  lo  the  uneasy  sensations  were  produced,  from  the  na^ 

lever "  that  wasteth  at  noon-day."    Sometimes  tives    having   come  down    to  the  shore,  and, 

he  u  exposed  to  the  desolations  of  the  eartliquake  without  ceremony,  carried  off  whatever  suited 

and  the  volcano :  the  blasts  of  the  tera|fesi,  the  their  fancy.    They  were  at  this  time  about  447 

terricaoe,  and   the  tornado,  aad  the  billows  of  leagues  firom  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  tM 

the  stormy  ocean;  and,  at  other  times,  he  is  ex-  beyond  the  limits  of  any  Christian  habiution. 

posed  to  the  attacks  of  the  lion,  the  tiger,  and  the  Their  only   resource  appeared  to  bo,  to  direct 

hyena,  in  the  dark  recesses  of  the  forest.     It  their  course  by  land  to  the  Cape,  or  to  the  nearest 

wouki  be  well,  however,  with  man,  were  these  Dutch  settlement.    As  they  moved  forward,  they 

Che  only  evils  and  enemies  which  he  had  lo  en-  were  followed  by  some  of  the  natives,  who,  in- 

€<»imier.     But  the  greatest  enemy  which  man  has  stead  of  showing  compassion  to  this  wretched 

to   encounter,  is  Man  hiraself^those  who  are  group,   plundered  them  from    time   to  time,  of 

partak<^s  of  the  same  nature,  and  destined  to  the  what  they  liked,  and  sometimes  pelted  them  with 

same    immortal    existen<ie;    and    fiom    those  stones.    In  this  way  they  pursued  their  journey 

kindred  beings,  be  is  exposed  to  evils  and  dis-  fur  four  or  five  days ;  during  which  the  natives 

Creates,  incomparably  greater  anJ  more  numerous,  constantly  surrounded  tliem  in  the  day,  taking 

than  all  the  evils  which  he  suffers  from  the  rave^  from  them  whatever  they  pleased,  but  invariably 

WNN  beasts  of  the  forest,  or  from  the  fury  of  the  retired  in  the  night.     As  they  proceeded,  they 

raging  elements.    It  is  a  most  melancholy  re-  saw  many  villages,  which  they  carefully  avoided, 

flection,  that,  throughoui  the  greater  part  cif  the  that  they  might  be  less  exposed  to  the  insulu  of 

fcabilaUa  workl,  no  traveller  can  prosecute  his  the  natives.    At  last,  they  came  ton  deep  gully, 

journey,  without  being  in  hazard  either  of  beine  where  three  of  the  Caffres  met  them,  armed  with 

flimgged  into  captivity,  or  insulted  and  maltreated,  lances,  which  they  held  several  times  to  the  cap- 

or  plundered  of  his  treasures,  or  deprived  of  his  tain's  throat.     Next  day,  on  coming  to  a  large 

Hfliyljjlhowwhnaaglitlababisfiiaadsandpro-  village,  they  Ibuad  these  three  nsn,  wifli  thrta 
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«r  row  hundred  of  their  coantrymen,  all  armed     had  been  buried  in  lh«  aand  of  ibe  !■(  iemn 


riih  lancet  and  targets,  who  stopped  the  English,  they  had  passed,  and  that  the  auifiiiNS  wsrem 
snd  began  to  pilfer  and  insult  them,  and  a'  last  duced  to  such  extremity,  that,  after  he  had  bf« 
fell  up«in  them  and  beat  them.  With  these  in-  interred,  they  sent  back  two  of  their  rpiMWii 
human  wretches  they  had  to  engage  in  a  kmd  of  to  cut  oC part  of  his  flesh;  but  while  llwy  pn^ 
runnini^  fij^ht  for  upwards  of  two  hours ;  after  ceeded  in  this  horrid  business,  they  had  the  geod 
which,  they  cut  the  buttons  from  their  coats,  and  f  irtune  to  ducorer  a  young  seal,  aetriy  driven 
presented  them  to  the  nativee,  on  which,  ihey  on  shore,  whidi  proved  ai  raost  aeaadaaUe  re- 
went  away  and  rettimed  no  more.     The  follow  lieC" 

ing  ni;!ht  they  were  terrified  with  rhe  noiso  of         Imagination  caannt  form  a  aeena  of  deepir 

the  wild  beasts,  and  kept  constant  watch  for  fear  distress  than  what  the  tender  aex,  and  the  liiilt 

both  of  them  and  the  natives.      How  dreadful  a  chiklren  must,  in  such  a  case,  have  eipeiifaeed. 

sitnation,  especially  for  (hoee  delicate  IrJies  and  It  harrows  up  the  trery  soul  to  tbiah  what  paagff 

chikhnea,  who  had  so  lately  boon  accustomed  to  all  those  delicate  femaloB  who  had  so  httly  bria  ia* 

the  delicacies  of  the  East  f    Next  day,  as  they  uredto  all  the  pleasures  and  laxariea  of  iadm, 

were  advancing,  a  party  of  natives  came  down  aai^^  have  endured,  when  they  were  tkm  la  if* 

apon  them^  and  phmdered  ihem,  among  other  pease  their  craviag  appetites  on  the  p«lrid  mh 

things,  of  their  tinder-box,  flint  and  steel,  which  cam  of  a  whale,  and  were  obKfed  la  tvpoMai 

proved  an  irreparaUe  loss.    Ersry  nmin  was  now  the  bare  ground,  amidst  the  bewlioaB  ef  the  muk 

obliged  to  travel,  by  turns,  with  a  fire-brand  in  pest,  and  the  more  dismal  yelb  of  the  heasii«f 

his  hand;  and  before  the  natives  retired,  they  prey.     But,  amidst  this    heart-tcaifiag  seeae, 

showed  more  insolence  than  ever,  robbing  the  their  felkm-men,  who  oo^  to  have  hesa  ihtir 

gentlemen  of  their  watches,  and  the  ladies  of  sootliers  and  protectors,  uid  who  had  it  ia  iheir 

their- jewels,  which  they  had  secreted  in  thehr  power  to  have  alleviated  thetr  disttussus,  we 

hair.    Opposition  was  Tain;  the  attempt  only  (he  greatest  enemies  they  had  to  eneoaBler;nd 

brcNight  fresh  insults  or  blows.  their  appearssce  filled  their  nhals  with  gretlcr 

This  group  of  wretdied  wanderers  now  sepa-  alarm  than  Y they  had  beheld  a  roarfaig  lisa,  era 

rated  into  diflTerent  parties,  and  took  diflerent  raging  bear.     The  feOowiag  are  aone  ipse>» 

direetioos ;  their  provisiom  were  nearly  exhaust-  mens  cf  the  periMy  and  iahmaanHy  of  the  as- 

ed;  and  thedelay  occasioned  by  travelling  with  the  tives.    In  passmg  throogh  a  village,  eoe  ef  Am 

women  and  ehikhen  was  very  great.    Their  dif>  company  observing,  "  that  a  trafic  would  est 

fteuliies  increased,  as  they  proceeded  on  their  be  imacceptaMe,  oflered  then  the  iasida  of  bis 

journey ;  they  had  numerous  rivers,  sometimes  watch  for  a  calf;  but  though  they  aaseaied  to  As 

nearly  two  mifes  in  breadth,  to  swim  across  in  terms,  im  sooner  had  they  obtained  the  prior« 

the  course  df  their  route,  while  the  women  and  than  they  whhheki  the  calf,  and  drose  the  Ea|> 

children  were  conveyed  across  on  floating  sta»  fish  from  their  village.*^    In  (he  saaie  owsatf 

ges,  at  the  imminem  hazard  of  their  lives,  and  cf  were  they  useil  on  many  other  occasions,    (hw 

being  carried  down  by  the  impetuous  current  into  time,  when  resting  at  a  village,  where  the  aatiwr 

the  sea.     Whole  days  were  spent  in  tracing  the  ofi^red  no  pariicular  resistance,  '*  the?  piodsced 

rivers  towards  their  source,  in  order  to  obtan  a  two  bowh  of  milk,  whirii  they  seenned  vviliiag  is 

ford.    They  traversed  va«t  pisrins  of  snnd,  and  barter,  but  as  our  wretdied  countrymen  had  a^ 

Meak  and  barren  deserts,  where  nothing  cooki  be  thing  to  give  in  exchange,  they  denied  then  thii 

found  to  alleviate  their  hunger,  nor  the  least  drop  humble  boon  without  an  equivaleBt,  and  ale  It 

of  water  to  quendi  their  raging  thirst.    They  op  themselves.''    At  the  same  plaea,  (hey  in* 

parsed  through  deep  forests,  where  human  feet  jJored  in  the  raost  impressive  terms,  to  partikr 

nad  never  trod,  where  nothing  was  heard  but  the  with  the  natives  of  the  spoifa  of  a  deer,  wbieb 

dreadful  howlmgs  of  wild  beasts,  whibh  filled  they  had  just  killed,  but  they  turned  a  deaf  ctr 

them  with  alarm  and  despair.    Wild  sorrel,  to  their  solicitations,  and  insisted,  moreover, « 

berries  which  the  birds  had  picked  at,  and  a  few  their  quitting  the  kraal.    Oa  another  oecssioa, 

shell-fish  whidi  they  occasionally  picked  up  on  *'  on  coming  to  a  large  Tillage,  die  inhabitaBH 

the  shore,  were  the  only  food  which  they  had  to  set  upon   them   with  such   fury,   that  sevcnt 

subsist  on  for  several  days ;  and  on  some  occa>  were  severely  wounded,  and  one  of  then  diid 

sions  the  dead  body  of  a  seal,  or  the  putrid  car-  soon  after." 

cass  of  a  whale,  was  hailed  as  a  ddicious  treat  to        In  this  manner,  did  the  wretdied  rnmiiM  <f 

their  craving  appetites.    One   person  fell  after  these  hapten  wanderers  trarerse  the  wiUi  if 

another  into  the  arms  of  death,  through  hunger,  Africa,  during  the  space  of  one  hmidred  mi 

fatigue,  and  despab,  and  were  sometimes  obliged  seTonteen  days,  till  they  aceidentally  met  iriii 

to  be  left  in  the  agonies  of  dissolution,  as  a  prey  some  Dutch  settlers,  when  within  400  nin  rf 

to  rarenous  beasts,  or  to  the  fowls  of  hearen.  the  Gape.     Here  they  were  treated  with  (hi 

The  following  eifeumstaoce  shows  the  dreadful  kindest  attention,  and  rtieir  wants  nliesed.    M 

situation  to  which  they  wers  reduced  for  want  of  by  this  time,  only  I<  or  0  emaeialad 

IbodL    " It  appaarsd  thmdie captaia^i fiswnd  vhnd,oatofmorathMlM| 
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oard  the  GhMvenor.    What  became  of  the  ca|>-  They  tported  with  my  sufferings ;  and  that  their 

kin  an. I  his  party  is  still  tmknuwn.    Some  aro  enjoymnnia  might  be  still  higher,  they  spurred  on 

ipposad  to  have  perished  from  hunger,  some  ibeir  camels."    After  travelling  for  sixteen  days, 

irough  grief  and  fatigue,  and  others  to  have  during  which  they  were  exposed  to  the  greatest 

een  kilUd  by  the  inhospitable  naiives.-— Now,  fatigue,  and  (he  most  dreadful  miseries,  they  at 

U  the  accumulated  miseries  endured   by  these  length  reached  the  place  of  their  destination,  in 

nfortunate  travellers,  and  the  premature  death  a  most  wretched  and  exhausted  condition.    And 

f  nearly  a  hundred  persons,  are  to  be  attribut-  what  was  the  manner  of  their  reception  Z    The 

d  to  that  spirit  of  sellislmess,  inhumanity,  and  women  having  satisfied  their  curiosity  in  inqui- 

ostility,  which,  in  all  ages,  has  prevented  en*  ries  about  the  strangers,  immediately  began  to 

igrment,  and  entailed  misery  on  the  hunnn  race,  load  them  with  ab«ise.    **  They  even  upat  in  our 

Ud  a  prindpte  of  love  to  mankind  pervaded  the  laces,"  rays  M.  B.  "  amJ  pelted  us  with  stones, 

earts  of  the  wretched  Caflres,  or  had  even  the  The  children,  too,  copying  their  example,  pinch- 

MnmoQ  ledinga  of  humanity  been  exercised  to-  ed  us,  pulled  our  hair,  and  scratched  us  with  their 

arda  their  feUow-creatures  in  distress,  the  whtde  nails,  whilst  their  cruel  mothers  ordered  them  to 

r  the  anfcrtnnale  individuals  that  perished  in  attadi  sometimes  one  and  TOmetimes  another, 

Lfrica*aiBboapitable  dime,  might  have  been  con-  and  took  pleasore  in  causing  them  to  torment 

acted  ia  aafcty  to  their  friends  and  their  native  us." 

ukL  They  were  compelled  to  work  at  the  roost  fa- 

My  next  example  is  taken  from  M.  I>e  Brie-  tiguing  and  menial   employments,  and  beaten 

m'a  "  Narrative  of  his  shipwreck,  and  captivity  with  severity  when  they  did  not  exert  themselves 

Bong  the  Moon.'*  far  b-yond  their  strength,  while  they  were  denied 

M.  Briaaoo  was  shipwrecked  on  the  coast  of  a  single  morsel  of  wholesome  food.    "  As  we 

iarbary,  on  the  10th  July,  1785,  and,  after  were  Christians,**  says  the  narrator,  "  the  dogs 

Mieh  difflouity  and  danger,  he,  along  with  the  fared  better  than  we,  and  it  was  in  the  basins 

-ew,  oeeaped  aafo  to  land.    No  sooner  had  they  destined  for  their  use  that  we  received  oor  allow- 

tached  the  shore,  than  they  were  surrounded  by  ance :  our  food  was  raw  snails,  aiKl  herbs  and 

erowd  of  savages,  and  seixed  by  the  collars,  plants  trodden  under  foot  by  the  multitude."    In 

The  Arabs,"  says  M.  Brisson,  "  armed  with  this  imnner  did  these  unfortunate  travellers  drag 

ulaases  and  lar^  clubs,  foil  upon  my  compa-  out  the  period  of  their  captivity ;  some  died  of 

ions  with  incredible  forocity  ;  and  I  had  the  the  blows  and  harsh  treatment  they  received,  and 

ortiAcalion  of  soon  seeing  some  of  them  wound-  others  died  of  himger  and  despair.    M.  Brisson 

I,  whilst  others,  stripped  and  naked,  lay  stretch-  one  day  found  the  captain  of  the  vessel  in  a 

t  out  and  expiring  on  the  sand.    The  news  of  neighbounng  hamlet,  stretched  out  lifeless  upon 

IT  shipwreck  being  spread  abroad  through  the  the  sand,  and  scarcely  distinguishable  but  by  the 

Rmtry,  we  aaw  the  savages  running  with  the  colour  of  his  body.    In  his  mouth  he  held  one  of 

"eatest  eagerness  from  all  quarters.    The  too-  his  hands,  which  his  great  weakness  had  no 

em,  enraged  that  they  could  not  pillage  the  doubt  prevented  him  from  devouring.    He  was  so 

lip,  threw  themselves  upon  us,  and  tore  from  changed  by  hunger,  that  his  body  exhibited  tho 

I  the  few  artides  of  dress  which  we  had  left,  most  disgusting  appearance ;  all  bis  features 
fhUn  they  went  to  the  shore  to  obtain  more  being  absolutely  effaced.  A  tew  days  after,  the 
under,  a  company  of  Ouadelims  discovered  and  second  captain,  having  fallen  down  through 
ilaged  our  retreat,  and  beat  as  in  the  most  un-  weakness  below  aui  old  gum  tree,  became  a  prey 
ereifol  manner,  till  I  was  almost  at  the  last  to  the  attacks  of  a  monstrous  serpent.  Some 
lap.  My  mind  was  so  much  affected  that  I  famished  crows,  by  their  cries,  frightened  away 
mid  not  refrain  ftrom  tears :  and  some  of  the  the  venomous  aninuil,  and,  alighting  on  the  body 
ouien  having  observed  it,  instead  of  being  of  the  dying  man,  were  tearing  him  to  pieces, 
oved  with  compassion,  threw  »and  in  my  eyes,  wliile  four  savage  monsters,  in  human  shape, 
:o  dry  op  my  tears,'  as  they  expressed  it."  M.  still  more  cruel  than  the  furious  reptile,  beheld 
risson  was  forced,  by  these  rude  barbarians,  this  scene  without  ofTering  him  the  least  assist- 
lo  the  intericv  of  the  country,  as  a  captive,  ance.  «  I  attempted  to  run  towards  him,"  wyn 
After  passing,"  says  he, "  mountains  of  a  pro-  M.  Brisson,  "  and  to  save  his  life,  if  possible, 
ftous  height,  which  were  covered  with  small  but  the  barbarians  stopped  me,  and  after  insult- 
larp  iaota,  1  found  that  the  sdes  of  my  feet  ing  me,  said,  *  This  Christian  wUI  soon  become 
ere  entirely  covered  with  blood.  I  was  per-  a  prey  to  the  flames.' "  The  bad  state  of  health 
itted  to  get  op  behind  my  master  on  his  camel ;  of  this  unfortunate  roan  wouki  not  permit  him 

II  as  I  waa  naked,  I  could  not  secure  myself  to  labour,  and  his  master  and  mistreaa  woidd  not 
m  the  firldion  of  the  animars  hair,  so  that  in  a  albw  him  the  milk  neoeesary  for  his  subsistence. 
ty  little  tine  my  skin  was  entirely  rubbed  off.  —Such  were  the  scenes  of  inhumanity  and  cruel- 
ly Uood  trkkled  down  over  the  animal's  sides,  ty  which  M.  Brisson  witnessed,  diving  the 
d  thisfliglrt,  instead  of  noving  thepity  of  these  whole  period  he  remained  in  Uie  territories  of 

qfitnUd  Hmm  a  mU^  ifiimnkm,  theee  baibaroos  tribes.    They  pfeaenl  to  our 
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view  so  many  pictures  of  abomiiutble  H^fiahutM  brought  him  geoeraUy  about  nidBiglit.    TMi 

and  even  of  pure  fnaUvotenee.    And  it  is  a  moet  scanty  allowanco  was  all  that  be  and  bis  tws  tf^ 

melancholy  reflection,  that  numerous  tribes  of  a  tendants  were  lo  expect  during  the  whole  of  tb 

similar  description  are  spread  over  a  very  large  ensuing  day.     "  1  was  a  stranger,*'  says  ba,**! 

portion  of  the  habitable  world.    It  makes  one  feel  was  unprotected,  and  I  was  a  Christian;  mk 

degraded  when  he  reflects  that  he  u  related,  by  of  these  circumstances  ia  sufficient  to  drive  •!«} 

the  ties  of  a  common  nature,  to  beings  possessing  spark  of  humanity  from  the  heart  of  a  Msoi. 

a  character  so  malignant  and  depraved.  Anxious,  however,  to  conciliate  fiivour,  aad,  if 

I  shall  select  only  another  example,  illustrative  possible,  to  aflford  the  Moors  no  pretence  fer91> 

of  this  topic,  extracted  from  the  traveU  of  Mr.  treating  me,  I  readily  complied  with  evny  eB» 

Park.     This  enterprising  traveller  prosecuted  a  mand,  and  patiently  bore  every    inaolL    Bit 

journey  of  many  hundred  miles  in  the  interior  of  never  did  any  period  <^  my  life  pass   awa^M 

Africa,  for  the  most  part  on  foot,  and  alone,  heavily.    From  sun-rise  to  sun-^et,  was  I  oUI|> 

Sometimes,  his  way  lay  over  a  bum'mi;  sandy  ed  to  bear,  with  an  unruffled  oounteoanoa,  dw  m- 

wilderness,  where  he  found  little  to  alleviate  suits  oflhe  rudest  savages  upon  earth."  Havis^ 

either  his  hunger  or  his  thirst ;  and  sometimes  he  at  length,  made  his  escape  from  theee  bai-baii— i 

travelled  among  woods  and  thickets,  and  across  he  declares,  '*  It  is  iropoasibla  to  deacribe  tht j» 

rivers  and  marshes,  exposed  to'  the  wild  beasts,  that  arose  in  my  mind,  when  I  looked  arstfi 

and  without  any  path  to  guide  him.     Th<jiigh  and  concluded  that  I  was  out  of  danger.    liril 

the  ne^oes  of  that  country  frequently  relieved  like  one  recovered  from  sickneaa.     f  biuttbid 

his  wants  and  distresses,  yet  the  Moors  used  him  freer;  I   found  unusual  ligbtneea  in  my  liaki; 

with  great  cruelty  and  inhumanity,  so  that  he  even  the  desert  looked  plMsant;  and  I  dreadri 

hardly  escaped  with  life.    The  chiefs  through  nothing  so  much  as  falling  in  with  oomewandsri^ 

whose  territories  he  passed,  generally  exacted  a  parties  of  the  Moors,  who  might  convey  me  back 

tribute  from  him,  so  long  as  he  had  any  thing  to  to    the   land   of  thieves  and   mnideieis  (nm 

give,  and,  under  that  plea,  they  often  robbed  him  which  I  had  just  escaped.*'— Alas !  what  a  ktA 

of  all  the  articles  which  he  had  it  not  in  his  pow-  of  sorrow  ^ad  of  misery  have  the  a^fisbaeas  aid 

er  to  conceal.     When  he  passed   through  the  inhumanity  of  man  accumulated  upon  Ibe  bsak 

town  of  Deena,  the  Moors  insulted  him  in  every  of  forlorn  and  unfortimate  sufTerers !  Wlnls  o« 

form  which  malignity  could  invent.     A  crowd  of  disconsolate   traveller,  afler  his    escape,  wti 

thpm  surrounded  the  hut  in  which  he  lodged,  and,  wandering  in  an  unknown  desert,  fttnling  widi 

besides  hissing  and  shouting,  uttered  much  abu-  hunger,  and    parched  with   thirst,   auinwndsJ 

iive  language.  Their  aim  seemed  to  be  to  Drov6ke  with  pitchy  darkness,  which  was  onlyrefiefsd 

Park  to  make  retaliation,  that  they  might  have  by  the  flashes  of  the  lightnings;  where  noi 

some  pretence  to  proceed  to  greater  outrages,  and  were  heard  but  the  bowlings  of  wild  beasts,  i 

to  rob  him  of  his  property.   Suspecting  their  in*  the  rolling  thunders : — "  About  two  in  the 

tentions  ho  bore  all  with  the  greatest  patience,  ing,"  says  he,  "  my  horse  started  ai  aomethisf, 

and,  though  they  even  spit  in  his  face,  he  showed  and,  looking  round,  I  was  not  a  little  surprised  lo 

no  marks  of  resentment.    Disappointed  in  their  see  a  light,  at  a  short  distance  among  the  trees, 

aim,  they  had  recourse  to  an  argument  common  and  supposing  it  to  be  a  town,  I  groped  aka| 

among   Mahometans,   to  convince  themselves  the  sand,  in  hopes  of  finding  com  stalks,  onttoa, 

that  they  had  a  right  to  whatever  the  stranger  or  other   appearances  of  cuhivation,  but  iatmi 

might  have  in  his  possession.     He  was  a  Chrit^  none.     As  I  approached,  I  perceived  a  ounhsr 

fian.    They  opened  his  bundles,  and  took  what-  of  lights  in  other  places,  and,  leading  my  hens 

ever  they  thought  might  be  of  use.  and  whatever  cautiously  towards  the  light,  I  heard,  fay  tbe  k^^ 

suited  their  fancy.  ing  of  the  cattle,  and  the  clanorouB  tongues  ofdw 

Having  been  kept  for  sonte  time  in  captivity  herdsmen,  that  it   was  a   watering  place,  aai 

by  a  Moorish  tribe,  they  not  only  robbed  him  of  moet  likely  belonged  to  the  Moors.  Delightful  ts  ' 

the  few  articles  which  were  still  m  his  possession,  the  sound  of  the  human  voice  was  to  me,  I  reseH*> 

but  insulted  and  oppressed  him  with  the  most  ed  once  more  to  strike  into  the  woods,  and  f»- 

wanton  cruelty.     The  day  was  passed  in  hunger  ther  run  the  risk  of  perishing  with  hunger,  ihii 

an.l  thirst;  to  hunger  and  thirst  were  added  the  irust  myself  again  into  their  hands."— -It  iit 

maliznanl  insults  of  the   Moors,  of  whom  many  most  afl^ecting  consideration,  and  riiows  lo  wktf 

vi>-iied  him,  whose  only  business  seemed  to  be  to  a  degree  of  malignity  human  beings  have  arm^ 

torment  him.    He  always  saw  the  approach  of  ed,  whcq  a  hungry,  houseless,  and  benighlpA 

the  evening  with  pleasure ;  ii  terminated  another  traveller  prefers   to  flee  for  protection  to  ^ 

day  of  his  miserable  existence,  and  removed  from  haunts  of  the  beasts  of  prey,  rather  than  coinvlt 

him  his  troublesome  visitants.    A  scanty  allow-  himself  to  the  tender  mercies  of  fhoM  who  art 
once  of  kquskous,*  and  of  salt  and  water,  was     partakers  of  the  same  common  natore,  aad  vAo 

have  it  in  their  power  to  aUeviaile  hb  distrmiWi 

•  A  spedss  of  fbod  it»MWhat  resembling  Sc^ch        ^^-  P»^»  '^^  ainot^  the  Moora,  wasfticii 
ftrrHirt,  topam  many  days,  akmrt  witboA  drink,  r-^ 
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a  burning  climate,  whero,  to  a  European,  the  adverted,  when  properly  considered,  are  calcu- 
beat  i^  alonoat  insufieraUe.  His  raging  thirst  lated  to  inspire  us  with  contentment,  and  to  ex« 
induced  him  to  run  evwy  risk,  and  to  bunt  cite  to  graritude  for  the  common  bleiisings  which 
through  every  restraint.  He  sent  his  boy  to  the  we  enjoy  without  the  least  fear  of  danger  or  an- 
welU  to  611  the  skin  which  he  had  for  holding  noyance.  How  often  do  we  enjoy  the  refresh- 
water  ;  but  the  Moors  were  exa<tperated  that  a  moot  of  a  d<'licious  beverage,  without  thinking 
Christian  ahould  presume  to  fill  his  vessel  at  of  the  pirched  tongues  of  the  African  pilgrims ; 
wella  consecrated  to  the  use  of  the  followers  of  and  how  often  do  we  spurn  at  a  wholesome  dish, 
Mahom^.  Instead,  therefore,  of  permitting  the  which  would  be  hailed  with  transports  of  grati- 
boj  to  carry  away  water,  they  gave  him  many  tiide  hy  the  houaeless  and  hungry  wanderer  of 
■evere  blows  ;  and  this  mode  of  treatment  was  the  d*^sert !  Yea,  how  many  are  there,  even  in 
repeated  as  often  as  an  attempt  was  made. — On  our  civilized  country,  who  enjoy,  in  luxurious 
another  occasion,  when  awaking  from  a  dream,  abuiiJance,  all  the  blessings  which  nature  and 
ID  which,  during  his  brdcen  slumbers,  his  fancy  art  can  furnish,  who  nevor  once  acknowledge, 
Ind  transported  him  to  his  native  country,  and  with  heart-felt  gratitude,  the  goodness  of  Him 
placed  hira  on  the  verdant  brink  of  a  transparent  "  who  daily  loads  them  with  his  benefits,"  nor 
rivulet,  and  perceiving  that  his  raging  thirst  had  reflect  on  the  wants  and  the  sufferings  of  their 
exposed  him  to  a  kind  o(  ferer,  he  resolved  to  fellow-men !  Mr.  Park,  when  oppressed  with 
expose  himself  to  the  insults  of  ihe  Moors  at  the  hunger  and  fatigue,  applied,  at  the  chief  magis- 
wells,  in  hopes  that  he  might  procure  a  small  traie's  house,  in  a  village  named  Shrilla,  for  some 
■nf^ly.  When  be  arrived  at  them  he  found  the  relief,  but  was  denied  admittance.  He  passed 
Moors  drawing  water.  He  desired  pennission  slowly  through  the  village  till  ho  came  without 
to  drink,  but  waa  driven  from  well  to  wellSvith  the  walls,  where  he  saw  an  old  motherly-looking 
reiterated  outrage.  At  length  he  found  one  well  woman  at  the  door  of  a  mean  hut.  She  set  be- 
where  only  AB  old  man  and  two  boys  drew  for  fore  him  a  dish  of  boiled  com,  that  had  been  left 
their  cattle.  He  earnestly  begged  a  small  qiian-  the  preceding  night,  on  which  he  made  a  tolera- 
tity.  The  old  nan  drew  the  bucket  from  the  Me  meal.  "  Overcome  with  joy,"  says  Park, 
well,  and  held  it  ouL  Park  was  about  eagwly  "  at  so  unexpected  a  deliverance,  I  lifted  up  qgr 
to  seiae  it,  when  the  Moor,  recollecting  that  the  eyes  to  heaven,  and,  while  my  heart  swelled  with 
su«nger  was  a  Christian,  instantly  threw  the  gratitude,  I  returned  thanks  to  that  gracious  and 
water  into  the  trough,  where  the  cows  were  bountiful  Being,  whose  power  had  supported  me 
already  drinking,  and  toM  Park  to  drink  thence,  under  so  many  dangers,  and  had  now  spread  for 
He  hesitated  not  for  a  moment.  His  sufferings  me  a  Ubie  in  the  wilderness.'* 
made  even  tliis  offer  acceptable.  He  thrust  his  When  Mr.  Park  was  returning  fhom  the  in* 
head  between  thoee  of  two  cows,  and,  with  feel-  terior  of  Africa,  he  was  encountered  by  a  party 
ings  of  pleasure  which  can  be  experienced  only  of  armed  negroes,  who  led  him  into  a  dark  place 
by  those  who  have  been  reduced  to  a  similar  of  the  forest  through  which  he  was  passing,  and 
state  of  wretchedness,  he  continued  to  quench  stripped  him  entirely  naked,  taking  from  him 
lus  tinrst  till  the  water  was  exhausted,  and  '^  till  every  thing  which  he  possessed,  except  an  old 
the  cows  began  to  contend  with  each  other  for  shirtandapatrof  trowsers.  He  begged  them  to 
the  last  mouthful."  return  his  pocket  compass ;  but,  instead  of  oom- 

In  this  instance,  we  can  partly  account  for  the  plying  with  his  request,  one  of  them  assured 
Itariwrity  of  the  action,  from  the  inveterate  proju-  him,  that,  if  he  attempted  to  touch  that,  or  any 
dices  which  ail  Mahometans  entertain  against  other  article,  he  would  immediately  shoot  him 
Christians ;  but  it  still  remains  to  be  accounted  dead  on  the  spot.  He  was  thus  left  in  the  midst 
for,  why  any  one  should  refuse  to  a  suffering  feU  of  a  vast  wilderness,  in  the  depth  of  the  rainy 
k>w<<reature  the  common  bounties  of  Providence,  season,  naked  and  alone,  without  food,  and  with- 
which  he  has  in  his  power  to  bestow,  however  out  the  means  of  procuring  it ;  surrounded  by 
different  he  may  be  in  complexion,  in  national  savage  animals,  and  by  men  still  more  savage, 
diaracter,  or  in  the  religion  he  professes.  A  and  500  miles  from  the  nearest  European  settle- 
religion  which  encourages  such  prejudices,  and  ment.  "  All  these  circumstances,"  says  this 
which  leads  to  such  inhumanity,  must  be  an  intrepid  traveller,  *'  crowded  at  once  on  my  recol- 
aSnmination  in  the  sight  of  Him  who  has  a  spe-  lection,  and,  I  confess,  my  spirits  began  to  fail 
eial  regard  to  the  wants  of  all  his  creatures,  and  me.  I  considered  that  I  had  no  other  alternative, 
who  *'  sondeth  rain  to  refresh  the  fields  of  the  but  to  lie  down  and  die.  The  influence  of  reli- 
jiisl  andofihe  Kft^ttsf."  The  prevalence  of  such  gion,  however,  aided  and  supported  roe.  At 
characters  and  dispositions  over  so  large  a  por-  this  moment,  painful  as  my  reneetions  were,  (he 
linn  of  the  worid,  shows  that  the  moral  eonstitu-  extraordinary  beauty  of  a  small  moss  irresistibly 
ti^Mi  of  man  has  suffered  a  sad  derangement  since  caught  my  eye.  Can  that  Being,  thought  I, 
the  period  when  he  proceeded  as  a  pure  intelli-  who  planted,  watered,  and  brought  to  perfection, 
from  the  hands  of  hts  Creator.  in  this  obscure  part  of  the  world,  a  thing  which 

Sneh  inddents  as  those  to  which  I  have  now  appears  of  so  small  importance,  look  with  ub- 
1Q 
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concern  on  the  flitoatton  and  sufleringt  of  crea-  children,  by  lacing  their  beads    betn 

tures  formed  after  bis  own  image  ?    Surely  not.  boards;  that  others  pierce  the  noslrib 

Reflections  like  these  would  not  allow  me  to  de-  cheeks,  and  place  in  them  feathers,  the 

spair.     I  started  up,  and,  disregarding  both  hun-  fishes,  and  similar   ornaments  ; — ^nd 

gcr  and  fatigue,  traTelled  forwards,  assured  that  savages  of  Brazil  pull  the  hair  out  of  thei 

relinf  was  at  hand,  and  I  was  not  disappointed."  their  eye-brows,  and  all  parts  of  theii 

Thus  was  this  unfortunate  adventurer  dehvered,  which  make  them  have  an  uncomm<Mi,  i 

by  ihu  care  of  Providence,  from  those  accumu-  rocious  appearance.    Their  under-lip  the 

i.ttt^d  diiiiresses  which  had  been  brought  upon  and,  as  an  ornament,  insert  Into  it  a  gre 

bun  by  the  malignity  and  inhumanity  of  man.  or  a  small   polished  bone.      Inunedtat 

Such  are  a  few  specimens  of  the  inhumanity  birth  the  mothers  flatten  the  noses  of  lh« 

displayed  by  uncivilized  tribes  towards  strangers,  ren.     The  whole  of  them  go  absolutel 

aid  unfortunate  voyagers  and  travellers.     They  and  paint  their  bodies  of  oifferent    o 

f  fhibit  dispositions  and  conduct  directly  repug-  Captain  Cook  informs  us,  that,  in  New 

nanr  to  every  principle  of  benevolence,  and  pre-  both  sexes   mark  their  frees  and   bod 

si*nt  to  our  view  a  gloomy  prospect  of  the  difli-  black  stains,  similar  to  the  tattooing  in  ( 

cullies  and  dangers  to  be  surmounted  by  philan-  The  men,  particularly,  add  new  slaii 

ihropic  missionaries,  before  the  habitable  world  year,  so  that,  in  an  advanced  period  of 

can  be  thoroughly  explored,  and  before  the  bless-  are  almost  covered  firom  bead  to  foot, 

ings  of  knowledge,  civilization,  and  religion  can  this,  they  have  marks  impressed,  by  a 

be  communicated  to  the  benighted  and  depraved  unknown  to  us,  of  a  very  extraordina 

tribes  of  mankind.  They  are  furrows  of  about  a  line  deei 

MALEVOLEHT    DISPOSITION.,  AS    DISPLAYED  """^^^^'^^IT   'T^  "^T     ft ^  ^ 

in  DisFiaiTRiirG  th.  hum  ah  body.  ""ITk^^^^JT  ^  T.^f" 

growth.     The  edges  of  these  nirrows  i 

The  human  fi«roe,  when  preserved  in  its  ori-  wards  indented  by  the  same  method,  an 

ginal  state,  is  ooe  of  the  finest  pieces  of  mechan-  perfectly  black,  they  make  a  most  firigl 

ism   which  the  mind  can   contemplate.      In  pearance.    Both  sexes  bore  their  ea 

beauty,  in  symmetry,  in  the  harmony  and  pro-  gradually  stretch  the  holes  till  they  are  so 

portion  of  all  its  parts  and  functions,  it  u  su-  to  admit  a  finger.    Into  these  holes 

perior  to  the  organical  structures  of  all  the  other  feathers,  coloured  cloth,  bones  of  birds, 

ranks  of  sensitive  existence.    There  is  no  part  wood,  and  frequently  the  nails  which  the; 

imperfect  or  deformed,  no  part  defective,  and  no  ed  from  the  ships.— The  same  voyag 

part  use  less  or  redundant.    All  its  men^Mrs  are  describing    the  New    Hollanders,    tel 

so  constructed  and  arranged  as  to  contribute  to  "  Their  chief  ornament  is  a  bona,  which 

the  beauty  and  perfection  of  the  whole,  and  to  through  a  hole  bored  in  the  cartilage  v 

the  happiness  of  the  intelligent  mind  by  which  it  vides  the  nostrils.     This  bone  is  as  tl 

is  governed  and  directed.    In  combination  with  man's  finger,  and  six    inches  in  lenj 

the  power  of  thought  and  volition,  and  when  un-  reaches  quite  across  the  face,  and  so  el 

stained  by  malignant  passions,  it  is  a  visible  re-  stops  up  both  nostrils,  that  they  are  fi 

presenlative  of  the  Creator,  having  been  formed  keep  their   mouths  wide  open  for  bre 

afi»r*his  image  ;  and  it  displays,  in  a  most  strik-  snuffle  so  when  they  attempt  to  speak,  i 

ing  manner,  the  wisdom  and  the  goodness  of  its  are  scarcely  intelligible  to  each  other.  ( 

Almighty  Maker.    But,  notwithstanding  the  ac-  men  with  some  humour,  called  it  their  < 

knowledged  excellence  oflhe  human  frame,  it  has  yard ;  and  indeed  it  had  so  ludicrous  an 

been  the  practice  of  the  degraded  tribes  of  man-  ance,  that,  till  we  were  used  to  it,  we  foun 

kind,  in  almost  every  country,  and  in  every  age,  cult  to  restrain  from  laughter.'*  He  alsod 

to  disfigure  its  structure,  and  to  deface  its  beauty;  acustomofapeculiar  nature  which  preva 

as  if  the  Creator,  when  he  formed  it,  had  been  Friendly  Islands.    "  The  greater  part  o 

deficient  in  intelligence  and  in  benevolent  design,  habitants,  both  male  and  female».  were  i 

Such  practices,  I  am  disposed  to  think,  imply  a  to  have  lost  one  or  both  of  their  little 

principle  of  malevolence  directed  towards  the  This  custom  seemed  not  to  be  charactc 

Creator,  and  a  disposition  to  find  fault  with  his  rank,  of  age,  or  of  sex;  for,  with  the  e 

wise  contrivances  and  arrangements.     At  any  of  some  young  diildren,  very  few  peop 

rate,  they  display  a  degree  of  ignorance  and  fol-  discovered  in  whom  IxMh  hands  were 

ly,  a  vitiated  taste,  and  a  degradation  of  mind,  They  likewise  bum  or  make  incisions 

inconsistent  with  the  dignity  of  a  rational  intelli-  cheeks." 

gence.     The  following  facts  will,  perhaps,  tend        All  the  eastern  nations  are  said  to  hai 

to  illustrate  these  remarks : —  dilection  for  long  ears.     Some  draw  the 

Condamine,  when  describing  the  natives  of  the  ear,  in  order  to  Wretch  it  to  a  greatei 

South  America,  informs  us,  that  the  Omaguas,  and  pierce  it  so  as  to  allow  the  admissit 

and  some  other  savages,  flatten  the  (aces  of  their  ordinary  pendant.    The  nativef  ctJjKM 
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piously  widfHi  the  holes  in  their  ears,  that  a  tight  bandages,  till  they  unite  vriiht  **^  "^  ^ 

■mq^s  hand  may  be  thrust  through  them.    Hence,  tied  in  the  sole.     I  have  inspected  a  model  of  a 

Sie  ears  of  these  people  often  descend   to  the  Chinese  lady's  foot,  exactly  of  (his  description, 

tops  of  their  shoulders.*    Gentil  assures  us,  which,  I  was  assuretl,  was  taken  firom  life.    The 

KJhu  the  women,  in  the  northern  parts  of  China,  length  was  only  two  inches  and  three-fourtha ; 

wmfioy  every  art  in  order  to  diminish  their  eyes,  the  breadth  of  the  base  of  the  heel,  seven  eighths 

Pot  this  purpose,  the  girls,  instructed  by  their  of  an  inch  ;  the  breadth  of  the  broadest  part  of 

■others,  extend  their  eye-lids  continually,  with  the  foot,  one  and  one  fourth  of  an  inch ;  and  the 

Jie  view  of  making  their  eyes  oblong  and  small,  diameter  of  the  ankle,  three  inches  above   the 

Fbese  properties,  in  the  esttmatioa  of  the  Chi-  heel,  one  and  seven  eighths  of  an  inch.     With 

iNe,  when  joined  to  aflat  nose,  and  large., open,  feet  of  this  description  the  Chinese  ladies  may 

Moduloos  ears,  constitute  the  perfection  of  beau-  be  said  rather  to  totter  than  to  walk ;  and,  by 

y.— We  are  informed  by  Struys,  that  the  wo-  such  practices,  they  evidently  frustrate  the  be- 

■eo  <^Siam  wear  so  large  and  heavy  pendants  nevolent  intentions  of  the  Creator,  and  put  thero- 

■  their  ears,  that  the  holes  gradually  become  selves  to  unnecessary  inconvenience  and  pain, 

lide  enough  to  admit  a  man's  thumb.    The  na-  Yet  such  is  the  powerful  influence  of  fadiion, 

ives  of  New  Holland  pull  out  the  two  fore-teeth  however  absurd  ajid  ridieulous,  that  women  of 

if  the  upper  jaw.    In  Calicut,  there  is  a  band  the  middling  and  inferior  classes  frequently  suf- 

Caoblee  called  Naire$y  who  lengthen  their  ears  fer  their  feet  to  be  thus  maimed  and  distorted, 

6  such  a  degree,  that  they  hang  down  to  their  in  order  to  ape  the  imnatural  customs  of  their 

boulders,  and  sometimM  even  lower.f    The  superiors. 

Irmbs  paint  their  lips,  arms,  and  the  most  con-  We  have  every  reasoo  to  believe  that  the 

|»cuoiis  parts  of  their  bodies,  with  a  deep  blue  harsh  and  ugly  features,  and  the  fen»cious  as- 

olour.     This  paint,  which  they  lay  on  in  little  pect,  by  which  numerotis  tribes  of  mankind  are 

toUM,  and  make  it  penetrate  the  flesh,  by  punc-  distinguished,  are  owing  to  such  voluntary  dis- 

nring  the  skin  w^th  needles,  can  never  be  effac-  tortious  of  the  htnnan  fiiune,  and  to  the  filthy  and 

d.     Someof  the  Asiatics  paint  their  eye-brows  abominable  practices    in  which  they  indulge. 

Ca  hlack  colour,  and  others  eradicate  the  hairs  Father  Tertre  assures  us,  that  the  flat  noses  of 

rith  niOTio,  and  paint  artificial  eye-brows,  in  the  the  negroes  are  occasioned  by  a  general  practice 

Mtn  of  a  black  crescent,  which  gives  them  an  of  mothers,  who  depress  the  noses  of  their  new* 

acoaunoo  and  ugly  appearance.    The  inhabi-  bom  infiints,  and  squeeze  their  lips,  b  order  to 

Uk\»  of  Prince  William's  Sound,  paint  their  thicken  them ;  and  that  those  children  who  es- 

Kces  and  hands,  bore  their  ears  and  noses,  and  cape  these  operations  have  elevated  noses,  thin 

lit  their  imder  lips.    In  the  holes  made  in  their  lips,  and  fine  features.— -It  is  somewhat  unao- 

Mioes,  they  hang  pieces  of  bone  or  ivory,  which  countable,  and  it  shows  the  perversity  of  the 

ire  oflen  two  or  three  inches  long;  and,  in  the  human  mind,  in  its  present  degraded  state,  that 

ilit  of  the  lip,  they  place  a  bone  or  ivory  instru-  such  practices  should  be  so  general,  and  so  obsti- 

nent  with  holes  in  it,  from  which  they  suspend  nately  persisted  in,  when  we  consider  the  pain 

l)eads  that  reach  below  the  chin.    These  holes  and  inconvenience  with  which  they  are  attended, 

b  the  lip  disfigure  them  greatly,  for  some  of  them  — To  pull  the  hairs  of  the  chin  or  eye-brows 

are  as  large  as  their  moulhs.f  from  the  roots ;  to  slit  the  under  lip,  till  the  inci- 

Such  distortions  of  the  beautiful  structure  of  the  tion  be  as  large  as  one's  mouth ;  to  pierce  the 
buman  frame,  are  not  peculiar  to  the  savage  tribes  nostrils,  till  a  bone  as  large  as  a  man's  finger 
of  the  human  race,  but-  are  practised  by  nations  can  be  thurst  through  them;  and  to  cover  the 
which  have  made  considerable  advances  in  sci-  body  with  black  streaks,  which  make  the  blood 
race  and  civilization.  It  is  well  known  that,  in  to  flow  at  every  stroke  of  the  instrument  by  which 
China,  a  ridiculous  custom  prevails,  of  rendering  they  are  produced,  must  be  attended  with  excru- 
the  feet  of  their  females  so  small,  that  they  can  ciating  pain.  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  who  accompa- 
with  difllctdty  support  their  bodies.  This  is  lUied  Captain  Cook  in  his  first  vojrage,  was  pre- 
deemed  a  principal  part  of  their  beauty ;  and  no  cent,  in  the  island  of  Otaheite,  at  the  operation 
iwathing  nor  compression  is  omitted,  when  they  of  tattooing,  performed  on  the  back  of  a  girl  o. 
ure  young,  to  give  them  this  fancied  accomplish-  thirteen  years  of  age.  The  instrument  used  had 
ment.  Every  woman  of  fashion,  and  every  wo-  twenty  teeth ;  and  at  each  stroke,  which  was  re- 
man who  wishes  to  be  reckoned  handsome,  must  peated  every  moment,  issued  an  ichor  or  serum, 
liave  her  feet  so  small,  that  they  could  easily  tinged  with  blood.  The  girl  bore  the  pain  with 
enter  the  shoe  of  a  chiU  of  six  years  of  age.  great  resolution,  for  some  minutes,  till,  at  length, 
Fbe  great  toe  is  the  only  one  leift  to  act  with  it  became  so  intolerable,  thai  she  bunt  out  into 
Veedom ;  the  re«t  are  doubled  down  under  the  violent  exclamations ;  but  the  operator,  ncKwith- 
!bot,  in  their  tenderest  infancy,  and  restrained  by  standing  the  most  earnest  entreaties  to  desist, 

was  inexoraUe,  while  two  women,  who  attended 

•8nielU0^niIkMplijofNatanlHlstoiT.voLn.  upon  the  «?casion,  both  chid  and  hart  U  Ibr 

t  lUd.     I  Portlock's  Voyage  round  the  WorM.  struggling. 
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I  am  thtrefbre  diepoied  to  view  mch  abrard  all  the  mountaiiw  to  the  east  of  Tiatikia^  mi  I 

and  barbarous  practice*,  as  intimately  connected  great  part  of  the  plain.     Among  thea  ia  pcrcsi^ 

with  the  operation  of  a  principle  of  roaksToleoee,  ed  a  mixture  of  the  religious  uaafee  ofPmfpuam, 

as  an  attempt  to  frustrate  the  wise  designs  of  dt-  of  the  Jewish  law,  of  that  of  Mahomet  and  Ak, 

vine  benevolence,  and  as  directly  repugnant  to  and  of  some  dogmas  of  the  Chriatiui  RelisiM. 

the  spirit  of  Christianity,  and  to  the  benerolent  —The  women  are  conndered  ••  a  part  of  *• 

precepts  of  the  gospel  of  peace.     And  it  becomes  domestic  animals  of  the  house,  and  treated  u 

•one  of  the  ladies,  and  the  dandies  nf  modem  slaves.   They  hare  do  idea  of  religion,  and  wIm 

Europe  to  consider,  whether  some  of  th^ir  awk-  they  are  bold  enough  to  inquire  of  tbov  mastsn 

ward  attempts  to  improve  the  symmetry  (if  the  concerning  it,  the  latter  answer  them  that  ihdr 

human  frame  ought  not  to  be  viewed  in  the  same  religion  is,  to  be  charged  with  the  repwductiBB rf 

light.     Not  many  years  ago,  it  was  considered,  the  species,  and  to  be  subject  to  the  wiB  of  ikrir 

in  the  higher  circles  of  soci<?ty,  as  an  admirable  husbands.— The  Neeeerio  aay  their  prayen  at 

improvement  of  the  female  form,  to  give  the  lower  midnight,  and  before  smi-eet.      They  may  m 

halfof  the  body  the  appearance  of  I  he  frustum  of  a  them  either  sitting,  standlngi  or  walking;  bal 

large  tun,  as  if  it  had  been  ten  times  the  capacity  they  are  obliged  to  begin  again  repeatiag  tbiir 

of  its  natural  size,  by  supporting  their  robes  with  ablution,  if  they  speak  toa  person  not  of  their  ralh 

enormous  /koops  ,*— and,  about  the  same  period,  gion^— if  they  perceive,  either  near  or  at  ad» 

the  lower  ranks  of  female  society  considered  it  tance,  a  camel,  a  pig,  a  hare,  or  a  negrob  In  thtir 

as  the  perfection  of  proportion  and  beauty,  to  have  prayers,  they  curse  the  man  who  shares  bebw  ihs 

their  waists  compressed  into  the  smallest  possible  chin,  him  wdio  is  impotent,  and  the  twoCaliphi, 

apace,  till  the  vital  fiinctions,  in  many  instances,  Omar  and  Aboo-Bekr.    They  detest  the  Tm, 

were  deranged,  and  ultimatdy  destroyed.    Were  to  whom  they  are  sworn  enemies.     Tbbfvaiiikt 

the  dictates  of  sound  reason  universally  attended  people  of  mountaineers  would  be  strong  enoogh 

to,  and  were  the  influence  of  Christianity  fully  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  the  Turks,  and  lire  iod»> 

felt  among  all  natioos,  the  preposterous  and  sa-  pendentiy,  if  they  were  not  divided  by  iaisrstfsd 

rage  practices  to  which  I  have  now  adverted,  motives,  almost  all  occasioned   by  imphcalils 

WKKiki  not  only  be  discontinued,  but  held  in  abhor-  fiunily  hatreds.    They  are  vindieHm,  and  ehsrah 

rence.      And  were  such  customs   completely  their  rancour  for  a  length  of  time :  even  die  dm& 

abolished,   we  might  soon    expect  to  behold,  of  the  guilty  person  cannot  assuage  their  foiy; 

among  all  the  tribes  of  mankind,  every  distortion  their  vengeance  is  incomplete,  if  it  does  not  61 

of  the  filatures  or  the  countenance  removed,  and  besides  on  one  or  several  menAers  of  his  frnrily. 

the  human  form  restored  to  its  original  beauqr  They  are  so  obstinately  aiq>erstitious  in  tbsir  alp 

and  perfection.    Instead  of  a  warlike  visage,  and  tachment  to  their  peculiar  system)  that  no  ihrsili 

a  ferocious  aspect,  and  the  frightful  appearance  nor  punishments  can  extort  from  them  the  seeretf 

of  naked  savages,  streaked  with  colours  of  black  of  their  religion.* 

and  blue,  we  should  behold,  in  every  land,  every  Here,  then,  we  are  presented  with  a  syitem  of 

countenance  beaming  with  the  radiations  of  b^  religion  which  appecus  to  be  founded  *on  male- 

novnience,  and  reflecting  the  moral  image  of  the  volence, — which  directs  its  devotees  to  curse  their 

Creator.  fellow-men— which  leads  them  to  keep  their  wo- 
men in  profound  ignorance  of  ererr  thing  which 

malevoleuce  as  it  appears  in  the  ,^^y  yj^  sacred-which  induces  tl^m  to  conceal 

RBLioioir  OF  SAVASE  TRIBES.  j^^  aiyaterios  from  all  the  test  of  the  worid-and 

There  is  scarcely  a  nation  on  the  surface  of  which,  in  so  far  from  producing  aay  bene6cial  ef. 

the  globe  but  what  appears  to  have  some  impres-  Tects  on  their  own  conduct,  leads  to  *'  implacable 

sions  of  the  existence  of  a  Superior  Power,  and  family  hatreds.**    A  religion,  unless  it  be  found- 

to  have  formed  a  system  of  religious  worship,  ed  on  a  principle  of  benevolence,  is  unworthy  of 

But,  it  is  a  striking  fact,  that,  among  the  greater  the  name  ;  it  must  be  an  abhorrenoe  in  the  sight 

portion  of  human  beings,  their  religious  notions,  of  God,  and  can  never  communicato  happiness 

and  their  sacred  rites,  instead  of  breathing  a  to  man.    And  were  we  toexamiae  the  varioos 

spirit  of  kindness  and  benevolence  towards  their  religious  systems  which  prevail  in  the  nmnerous 

fellow-creatures,  are  blended  with  a  principle  of  islands  of  the  Indian  and  PaciBe  Oceans,  m  Ca- 

hatred  and  revenge.    This  might  be  illustrated  hul,  Thibet,  and  Hindostan,  and  among  the  un- 

by  an  induction  of  a  great  rariety  of  instances,  cirilixed  tribes  which  are  scattered  over  a  large 

in  reference  to  almost  every  uncivilized  portion  portion  of  Asia  and  of  Africa,  we  sbouki  find 

of  the  human  race.    I  shall  content  myself,  how-  them,  not  only  blended  with  .nsalerolcnt  princi- 

ever,  with  stating  only  one  instance,  in  reference  pl«a  and  maxims,  but  sanctioning  the  perpetration 

to  the  iVasssris,  a  tribe  not  much  known  in  Eu-  of  deeds  of  cruelty,  obscenity,  and  horror. 


rope,  and  which  may  serve  as  an  example  of  In  the  preceding  pages,  I  hare 
many  others. 

The  tairilory  of  diis  people  extends  from  .. :  See Dupont^ "Memotw  of  tte  Mannaaaniy^- 

....        _i   I  f«_i_  I*     mu                  t    ^  ugious  tJeremonies  oftBS  ifiismvL"  *■■•■•  *■*■■* 

Antioch  nsariy  to  Tripoli.    They  occupy  almost  pobUshed. 
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KMne  of  the  prominenl  features  in  the  homage  untohim,  and  when  there  rfwll  he  oothing 

"acter  of  the  savage  and   uncivilized  to  hurt  nor  destroy"  among  all  the  &milies  ol 

he  human  rare.     The  examples  I  have  mankind.     But  alas !  when  we  investigate  the 

Lve  not  been  taken  from  the  records  of  moral  state  even  of  this  portion  of  human  beingSf 

es,  or  of  professcvi  religionitfts,  whe  we  find  the  principle  of  malignity  distinctly  visi- 

uspected  by  some  to  give  an  ejuigge-  ble  in  its  ofMratioos,  and  interwoven,  in  nuroe- 

ription  of  the  depravity  of  the  Pagan  rousand  minute  ramifications,  through  all  the 

t  from  the  unvarnished  statements  of  ranks  and  gradations  of  society.      Though  ita 

e  voyagers  and  travellers,  who  could  shadee  are  less  dark  and  gloomy,  they  are  no  lest 

letives  for  roisrepresentiag  the  facts  real  than  amon^  the  hordes  of  Africa  and  Tar- 

y  have  recorded.     Tliese  illustrations  tary,  and  the  cither  abodes  of  aavage  life.     To 

re  been   extended  to  a  much  greater  illustrate  this  position  is  the  omect  of  the  fbl- 

d  it  been  consistent  with  the  limited  lowing  sketches ;  in  which  I  shall  chiefly  refer 

ae  present  work.  Instead  of  occupying  to  the  state  of  society  among  the  nations  of  Eu- 

»r  fifty  pages,  they  might  have  been  ex-  rope,   and  the  United  States  of  America,  and 

IS  to  have  filled  as  many  volumee ;  for  particularly  to  the  moral  character  «nd  aspect  of 

c  of  traveb,  as  well  as  every  historical  the  British  empire. 

contains  a  record  of  the  operations  of       'I  shall,  in  Che  first  place,  consider  the  operas 
and  of  the  diversified  modes  in  which  tion  of  the  malevolent  principle  as  it  appears  in 
Mravity  is  displayed.     The  dispositions  the  actions  and  dispositions  cMf  the  young,  and  in 
tiave  illustrated,  it  will  be  readily  ad-  the  modes  of  tuition  by  which  they  «re  trained. 
)  all  of  a  maJignant  character,  directly        In  many  thousands  of  instances,  it  may  be  ob> 
to   that  benevolent  principle  whicli  served,  that,  even  before  a  chiM  has  been  wean- 
basis  of  the  moral  laws  of  the  universe,  ed  from  its  mother's  breasts,  malignant  dispoci" 
1  we  consider,  that  such  malevolent  dis-  tioas  are  not  only  fwtered,  but  are  regularly 
ire  displayed  by  a  mass  of  human  be-  taught  both  by  precept  and  example.     Does  a 
tnting  to  more  than  three  fourths  of  the  child  happen  to  hit  its  head  accidentally  against 
I  of  &e  glebe,  and  that  true  happiness  the  comer  of  a  table— 4t  is  taught  by  its  nurse, 
experienced  where  malignant  passions  and  even  by  its  mother,  to  avenge  the  injury  on 
•ntroUed,  a  benevolent  mind  cannot  re-  the  inanimate  object  which  cauaed  it,  and  to  ex- 
indulging  a  thousand  melancholy  re-  hibit  its  profweas  and  its  revenge  by  beating  the 
ivhen  it  casts  its  eye  over  the  desoUr-  table  widi  all  its  might.    Does  it  cry,  throogh 
e  moral  world,  and  from  forming  an  peevishness  or  pau»—it  is  immediately  threatened 
ish,  that  the  period  may  soon  arrive,  with  being  thrown  into  the  ditdi,  tossed  out  of 
larkness  which  covers  the  nations  shall  the  window,  or  committed  to  the  charge  of  soma 
id,  and  when  benevolence  and  peace  frightful  spectre.    Is  it  expedient  to  repress  ita 
triumphant  over  all  the  earth.  murmurings,  and  to  cajole  it  into  obedience— it 
now  endeavour  to  present  a  few  facts  is  then  inspired  with  fallacious  hopes,  and  allur- 
les  which  may  have  a  tendency  to  il-  ed  with  deceitful  promises  of  ohiects  and  of  plaa- 
e  present  state,  and  the  moral  charao-  sures  which  are  never  intended  to  be  realised, 
pect  of  the  civitized  world.  Does  it  require  to  have  its  physical  powers  exer- 
cised— a  wooden  sword  or  a  whip  is  put  into  its 

hands ;  and  it  is  encouraged  to  (Hsplay  its  eneiw 

gies  in  inflictmg  strokes  on  a  dog,  a  cat,  or  any 

SECTION  III.  of  its  play-fellows  or  compaaiou.    I  have  seen 

a  little  urchin  of  this  description,  three  or  four 

:.  STATE  or  ciTiLizxo  HATioirs.  years  of  age,  brandishing  its  wooden  sword  with 

all  the  ardour  of  a  warrior,  and  repeating  its 

esent  population  of  the  globe  may  be  strokes  on  every  person  around,  while  the  fwdish 

at  about  800  millions.    Of  these,  if  we  parents  were  exulting  in  the  prowess  displayed 

empires  of  China  and  Hindostan,  we  by  their  little  darling,  and  encouraging  it  in  al 

kun  above  180  millions  as  existing  in  its  movements.    By  these  and  similar  practices, 

*  enlightened  civilization ;    a  number  revenge,  falsehood,  superstition,  and  the  elementi 

OSS  than  the  fourth  part  of  the  human  of  war,  are  fostered  in  the  youthful  mind ;  and  ia 

ere  even  this  small  portion  of  mankind  it  to  be  wondered  at,  that  such  mslignant  prii^ 

distinguished  for  intelligence,  and  fw  copies  and  passi(ms  should  "grow  with  their 

»  of  benevolence,  it  would  form  a  glo-  growth,  and  strengthen  with  their  strength,**  till 

ure  for  the  philanthropist  to  contem-  Uiey  burst  forth  in  all  those  hideous  fbrms  which 

I  would  be  a  sure  prehiide  of  the  near  they  assume  amidst  the  contests  of  communities 

of  that  happy  period,  when  ^*  all  the  and  of  nations  7 — The  false  maxims  by  which 

9  earth  shall  remember  and  turn  to  the  children  are  frequently  trained  cmder  the  dome^ 

1  ofi  JAslcmdrsdso/'iAe  notions  shall  do  tic  roof,  and  the  fooltth  iadulgance  with  which 

40 
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Ibey  are  treated  by  injudicioiu  earenti,  in  too  displays  of  the  natural  and  moral  dMraeier  «f  til 
many  instances  lay  the  foundation  of  thoae  potu?  Deity,  the  (acts  o''  Sacred  Hialory,  the 
knt  and  malignant  tempers,  which  are  a  pest  of  the  GKwpcl,  the  scenes  of  rural  aad 
both  to  Christian  and  to  gener^  society.    Indul-  life,  and  the  operations  of 
gence  often  leads  to  an  opposite  extreme;  and  filled  with  extracts  from  metaphysical  wriMii^ 
produces  such  a  degree  of  insubordination  among  from  parliamentary  debates,  and  from  old  piqv, 
the  young,  that  nothing  is  to  be  seen  and  heard  novels,  and  &rces,  which  are  fireqnenlty  iatcvM* 
but  a  perpetual  round  of  scolding  and  beating,  ed  with  oaths,  obscenity, and  tho  al«ng  ofBiMiy 
and  the  content  of  angry  passions.     *<  Among  the  gate,  which  can  have  no  other  tcmiaBcytiM 
.  lower  ranks  of  people,"  says  Dr.  Witherspoon,  to  pollute  and  demoralize  th«  yoothfiil  mind,   fi 
*' who  are  under  no  restraint  from  decency,  you  needs,  therefore,  excite  no  surprise,  tfast  ibi 
may  sometimes  see  a  father  or  mother  running  great  bodr  of  mankind  is  still  no  defieieot  ia  » 
out  into  the  street,  afler  a  child  who  has  fled  from  tional  in/ormation  and  lubataiiUal  fc>owied|s^ 
them,  wiih  looks  of  fury  and  words  of  execration,  and  that  a  warlike  spirit  is  aflout,  aad  asertiif  ib 
and  they  are  odea  stupid  enough  to  imagine  that  balefil  inflnence  among  the  natioaa. 
neighbours  or  passengers  will  approre  them  in        If  we  follow  the  young  from  tka  aehool-ww 
this  conduct."    Whererer  parental  authority  is  to  the  plt^grrmnd,  or  to  the  streets' and  the  ki|^ 
thus  undermined,  and  sudi  conduct  uniformly  pur-  ways,  we  shall  find  the  spirit  of  malignity  &> 
sued,  a  sure  foundation  is  laid  for  an  extensive  dis-  playing  itself  in  a  vast  diversity  of  fbrau.    Mff 
play,  in  after  lifo,  of  the  malignant  passions  of  the  we  may  behoU  one  miacfaievoas  litUe  boj  sli^ 
human  heart.  ping  his  neighbour  in  the  fiwe,  another  taariig 
n'we  follow  oar  youth  from  the  nursery  to  the  his  neighbour's  cbthes,  another  towinf  his  of 
a^ool-roomf  we  shall  find  the  same  malevolent  af>  into  a  dirty  ditch,  anoUier  chalking  h»  back  is 
lections  developing  themselves  on  a  larger  scale,  order  to  hold  him  up  to  ridicule,  aad  aaolkr 
and  indirectly  cheri^ed,  by  the  books  they  read,  pouring  out  upon  him  a  torrent  of  niikiiiMSi. 
die  discipline  by  which  they  are  trained,  and  the  and  of  scurrilous  epithets.     Than,  we  msy  k^ 
•mdsements  in  which  they  indulge.    Here  we  boM  a  crowd  of  boys  pelting  a  poor  beggar  «rm 
nay  behold  one  little  fellow  taking  a  malicious  nnfortunate  maniac  with  stoaes  and  diit  for  fksii 
pleasure  m  pinching  his  neighbour,  another  in  diversion ;  mocking  the  laow,  the  daJbimul,  mi 
kicking  him,  a  third  in  boxing  him,  a  fourth  in  the  aged,  and  insulting  the  paaaiag  travdkr. 
tearing  his  book,  a  fifth  in  pilfering  his  property,  And,  when  such  objects  do  not  happen  to  oeev, 
and  a  sixth  in  endeavouring  to  hold  him  up  to  we  may  see  them  assailing,  with  a  ibowar  «f 
■com  and  rid  icule ;  and  al  1  of  them  combineid  to  vtones,  a  cat,  a  dog,  a  hare,  or  a  fowl,  that  happOM 
frustrate,  if  possible,  the  exertions  of  their  teacher,  to  croa  the  path,  and  enjoying  a  diaboUcal  pka* 
and  to  prevent  their  own  improvement.— >If  we  nre  in  witnewing  the  sufferings  of  these  unftrtn- 
look  into  the  majority  of  the  boolu  which  are  read  nate  animals.    J7ere,  we  may  behold  aa  insnksit 
in  schools,  we  shall  find  them  full  of  encomiums  boy  insulting  a  timid  giri, overturning  her  pitcher, 
upon iMxr,  and  upoa  toarriorn.     The  Caesars,  the  and  besmearing  her  with  mire;     there  we  be* 
Alexanders,  and  the  Bonapartes,  whose  restless  hold  another  saluting  his  fellow  with  a  malignml 
ambition  has  transformed  the  earth  into  scenes  scowl,  and  a  third  brandishing  his  whip,  mi 
of  desolation  and  carnage,  are  represented  as  pat-  lashing  a  horse  or  a  oow,  for  bia  amnsenwdt 
temsofevery  thing  that  is  brave,  noble,  generous,  On  the  one  liand,  we  may  sometimes  behokls 
and  heroic.    The  descriptive  powers  of  the  poet  ring  of  boys,  in  the  centre  of  which  two  little  de- 
are  also  called  in,  in  order  to  inflame  the  youth-  mons  are  engaged  in  mutual  combat,  with  tym 
fill  mind  with  warlike  dispositions,  and  to  excite  glaring  with  fury  and  revenge,  exerting  their  pln^ 
an  ardent  desire  for  mingling  in  scenes  of  conten-  eical  powers  to  the  utmost  stretch,  in  order  to 
tion,  and  for  the  acquisition  of  false  glory  and  of  wound  and  lacerate,  and  cover  with  blood  snl 
military  renown.  Hence,  there  is  no  part  of  their  gore,  the  faces  of  each  other :  on  the  other  hand, 
school  exercises  in  which  the  young  so  much  de-  we  may  behokl  an  mfortunate  boy, whom  a  aatwil 
light,  and  in  which  they  so  much  excel,  as  in  that  temperament,  or  a  yirtnous  principle,  preveoli 
in   which  they  are  called  upon  to  recite  such  from  engaging  in  similar  combata,  assailed  wid 
speeches  as  "  Sempronius's  speech  fur  war,**  or  opprobrious  epithets,  and  made  a  langbing-sfock, 
to  ape  the  revengeful  encounter  of  Norval  and  and  an  object  of  derision  and  tcom,  because  kt 
Glenalvon.     While  the  spirit  of  war  is  thus  vir-  will  not  be  persuaded  to  declare  war  against  kii 
toally  cherished,  the  counteraction  of  vicious  neighbour.     And,  what  is  still  more  atrocioni 
propensities,  and  the  cultivation  of  the  moral  and  disgusting,  we  may  behold  eU/d^ryu  of  thirtf 
powers  of  the  young,  are  considered  as  a  matter  or  forty  years  of  age,  encouraging  such  malevO" 
of  inferior  importance,  and,  in  many  seminaries  lent  dispositions,and  stimulating  such combatanii 
of  instruction,  are  altogether  overlooked.    Many  in  their  diabolical  exertions!*    Such  infenil 
of  the  school  collections  to  which  I  allude — in- 

^m  Mid  nUiimtMa  of  the  work*  ofiistiira,  tfaa  gtatt  u  Om  boMM  ^fSSSmtSS^BSAtl 
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ua(mg   creatures   originally  formed  and  to  become  a  pest  to  his  friends,  and  to  general 

rine  image,  if  they  were  not  80  coin-  society.    Our  streets  and  highways  are  infested, 

be  viewed  by  every  one  in  whose  and  our  jails  and  bridewells  filled  with  young  per- 

last  spark  of  virtue  resides,  with  feel-  sons  of  this  age,  who,  by  means  of  rational  and 

gnation  and  horror.  religious  training,  might  have  been  rendered  a 

ftt  body  of  our  youth,  habituated  to  corofbii  to  their  friends,  blessings  to  society,  and 

itions  and  practice:i,  after  having  led  ornaments  of  the  Christian  Church. 

B  age  of  fourteen  or  fifteen — a  period  It  would  be  Inconsistent  with  the  limited  plan 

•strong  passions  and  viciuu.s  propen-  of  litis  work,  to  attempt  to  trace  the  principle  of 

to  operate  with  still  greatur  violence  raalignity  through  all  the  scenes  of  social,  com- 

ssi  to  no  other  seminaries,  in  which  mercial,  and   domestic  life.     Were  I  to   enter 

8  passions  may  be  counteracted  and  into  detiuls  of  filial  impiety,  ingratitude,  and  re- 

md  in  which  they  may  be  carried  for-  boUion — of  faithles:*  friend;d)ipa— of  the  aliena- 

i  path  of  moral  and  intellectual  im-  tions  of  affection,  and  of  the  unnatural  eontea- 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  civi-  tions  between  brotheni  and  sisters— of  the  abo- 
I  am  not  aware  that  there  exist  any  roinable  te^fitknem  which  appears  in  the  general 
titutions  exclusively  appropriated  for  conduct  and  transactions  of  mankind— of  the  bit- 
on  of  young  persons,  from  the  age  of  terness,  the  fraud,  and  the  perjury,  with  which 
a  age  of  twenty-five  or  upwards,  on  law-suits  are  commenced  and  prosecuted— ofthe 
ious,  and  scientific  subjects ;  in  order  hatred,  malice,  and  resentment,  manifested  for 
leir  intellectual  capacities,  and  to  di-  injuries  real  or  supposed — of  the  frauds  dai^ 
loral  (lowers  in  the  path  of  universal  committed  in  every  department  of  the  commer- 
I.  Yet,  without  such  institutions,  all  cial  world^-of -the  shufflings  and  base  deceptions 
Jge  and  inittructiona  they  may  have  which  are  practised  in  cases  of  bankruptcy— of 
cquired,  in  the  great  majority  of  in-  the  slanders,  the  caballing,  and  the  falsehood, 

rendered  almost  useless  and  ineffi-  which  attead    electioneering  contests — of  the 

>moting  the  great  end  of  their  exist-  envy,  malice,  and  resentment  displayed  between 

m  the  age  of  fifteen  to   the  age  of  competitors  for  office  and  power---of  the  haugb- 

is  the  most  important  period  of  hu-  tiness  and  insolence  dis{^yed  by  petty  tyrants 

)d,  for  want  of  proper  instruction  and  both  in  church  and  state— of  the  selfishness  and 

tring  this  period,  and  of  ratioaal  ob-  injustice  of  corporate  bodies,  and  the  little  regard 

>loy  the   attention  at  leisure  hours,  they  show  for  tke  interests  of  those  who  are  op- 

efuJ  young  man  has  been  left  to  glide  pressed,  and  deprived  of  their  rewards— of  the 

ato  the  mire  of  vice  and  corruption,  gluttony,  drunkenness,  and  prodigality,  which  so 

generally  prevail — of  the   brawlings,  fightings, 

an.l  to  ihc  "uporlntenlents  of  lis  public  and  contentions,  which  are  daily  presented  to  the 

That  puslllstic  contests  belweon  ffrown-  -;„.„    ;„    *.»om<i    .i.  U/«...^.    -«,i  ^— ™  .k^... 

1  a  civiiii.,.1  Rhapc.  should  be  publicly  ^'^^'^  "*,  t*^em8,  ale-houses,  and  dram-shops, 

wl  described  In  our  newspaiH?™.  and  and  the  low  slang  and  vulgar  abuse  with  which 

soch  c(mtc>t?  resorted  to  by  so  many  guch  scenes  are  intermingled— of  the  seductions 

f  tbe  mldillin^  and  higher  classes  of  i-  u  j  u     •     -j-            .r  i               j       . 

tnklnc  proof  that  the  spirit  of  folly  and  accomplished  by  insidious  artfulness  and  outra- 

Btlll  prevails  to  a  great  extent,  and  that  geous   perjury — of  the   multiplied  falsehoods  of 

thTu;!,];' o'fY^  Z1^^'ZZ"^ui  »"  ''"<="P'i?"  which  .re  utu,r«l  in  courta,  in 

;  occurrence  sliows  the  fital  cffecis  with  camps,  and  in  private  d wellmgs— of  the  unblusb- 

ractices  are  wimotlmwH  attended.   "  On  ing   lies  of  public  newspapers,  and  the  perjuries 

'n' p:"  r  •coo.iir",  Tho'^onof  '^icK^n  of  of  offic^f  0,0  .ytematic  fiuud.  .«!  robbcri» 

an  1   Mr.   Wooil,  the   son  of  Colonel  by  which  a  large  portion  of  the  community  are 

5|.hew  to  the  Mmiuis  of  Londonderry,  cheated  out  of  their  property  and  their  rieht*— 

ice  of  a  very  warm  altercation  on  li»e  /•  ,,         -j      l        ..•                i                •         r   l 

on  the  precthlingday.  met.  for  the  pur-  "'  ^"^  pnae,  haughtiness,  and  oppression  of  the 

n:»  the  unhappy  quarrel  by  a  puj,'iliRllA  rich,  and  of  the  malice,  envy,  and  'discontentraent 

ri°^:T,ztzr.J^z:;:^^ii^z  f  '•"  p-^r'"?  ^^"^"^  '°fl'f:i"-r  ">'«''] 

e  »IMTi:iclo     The  Inexperienced  youth  •**  presented  to  the  view,  as  would  fill  the  mind 
Ifrhtlng  at  four  o'clock,  and  partly  by  of  the  reader  with  astonishment  and  horror,  and 
;rcv,  an<l  [larilv  by  the  criminal  excite-  u-  i.         u           •                •      _r      i           . 
-*.  rontintl.d  the  Tital  contest  idl  with-  ^*^»<^*^  "^^^^  r*!""'*  *  •«"««  ^  volumes  to  re- 
six,  when,  mournful  to  relate,  the  Barl  cord  the  revohing  details. 

;?eX';'i";!iZTwLT;^'e!ro%  .'r,!"" » r  "'?««»««•.  <*«'«?«ri«ic  of 

where  he  expired  In  a  few  hours.    On  civilized,   and  even  of  Christian  society,  that 

;  inquest  it  came  o»it,  that  brandy  h:ul  bears  the  stamp  of  malignity,  which  may  parti- 

tereil  very  freely,  and  that  no  decisive  rnUrlv  Ka  n^i:<*<u1  •  mnA  tk.»  i.  tk^.  »l«...»J^»r;ik 

en  mule  to  discontinue  a  contest  pro-  ^^V?  °^  n««»ced  ,  and  that  is,  the  pleasure  with 

d  all  due  limit?.— AlH)ut  forty  years  ai)fo  which  men  expatiate  on  the  faults  and   delin- 

ise  led  to  a  similar  result  at  the  same  quencios  of  their  neighbours,  and  the  eagerness 

I.     The   survivor   Is  a  clerK\'raan  o(  '  ;,l    .„■  •  ■    .•          •       ,  ,      '        ,  ,         "^ 

thWiiy.v-Sretfu!  Public PrhU9/or  Feb.  ^^"^  ^^"'°"  "^'^  circulate   scandalous    reports 

ig.farAprU,  1825.  through  every  portion  of  the  community.  Almost 
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the  one  half  of  the  conrersation  of  eivUiud  men,  nerclence,  can  ereo  the  oonMBon  fedisfi  of  I** 
when  irtriclly  analyzed,  will  be  found  to  constst  manity,  reside  in  the  breast  of  thftt  nai  ^ 
of  roaUgnant  insinuations,  and  of  tales  of  scan-  can  hoA  eiijoynieut  in  encouraging  and  in  «ilBB» 
dal  and  detraciinn,  the  one  half  of  which  is  dee-  m^  such  barbarous  sports?  And  what  a  dif 
litQte  of  any  solid  f>undation.  How  comes  it  to  nified  amuwroent  it  the  Aorte  rae* .'  where  uupi 
|>a3«,  that  the  slightest  deviation  from  propriety  of  the  nobility,  gentry,  and  of  ifae  bmmI  poliAw 
or  reciiiude,  in  the  case  of  one  of  a  generally  classes  of  society,  as  wdl  at  the  ignobie  rabUe, 
respectable  character,  is  dwelt  upon  with  a  fiend-  assemble  from  all  quarters,  to  beboU  two  aoyi 
Kke  pleasure,  and  agj^'ai^ated  beyond  measure,  animals  panting,  afMl  heat iag,  and  eaiieaToari|| 
while  all  his  good  qualities  are  overlooked  to  outstrip  eadt  other  on  the  course!  Whali 
and  thrown  completely  into  the  shade  ?  What  scene  of  b<illying,  and  jpcke]rixig,  and  betui^ 
is  the  reason  why  we  are  not  as  anxious  to  and  cheating,  and  cursing,  and  swvariag,  ad 
bring  forward  the  good  qualities  and  actions  of  ftghling,  is  generally  preseoterf  on  snch  ooca> 
•ur  fellow-men,  and  to  bc^itow  upon  them  their  sions  !  What  a  wooderfiil  degree  of  inpnrtnoi 
due  tribute  of  praise,  as  we  are  to  blaze  abroad  is  attached,  by  the  most  dignified  rank  of  iO(> 
their  eirors  and  infirmities  ?  How  often  does  it  ety,  to  the  issue  of  the  race ;  as  iTthe  &ie  of  is 
■happen,  that  a  single  evil  action  committed  by  an  empire,  or  the  salvation  of  an  imnorfal  spiril, 
individual,  contrary  to  the  general  tenor  of  his  were  depending  on  the  circumstance  of  one bo(» 
Kfe,  will  be  trumpeted  about  by  the  tongue  of  getting  a  start  of  another !  I  do  not  raeaa  ted^ 
malice,  even  to  the  end  of  his  life,  while  all  his  cry,  indiscriminately,  public  amusenents;  sor 
virtuous  deeds  and  praiseworthy  actions  will  be  to  call  in  question  the  propriety  of  impreriai  Ae 
overlooked  and  forgotten,  and  attempted  to  be  bn-  k>comotive  powers  of  the  horse ;  bat,  sorely,  it 
ried  in  oblivi(Hi !  If  benevolence  were  the  pre-  would  require  no  great  stretch  of  inveBtioB,  t» 
▼ailing  characteristic  of  mankind,  such  disposi-  derise  spectacles  and  enterlaiaments,  BBOckasn 
tions  would  seldom  be  displayed  in  the  intercour-  dignified  and  congenial  to  the  noble  powers,  ui 
sea  of  human  beings.  If  benevolence  per-  to  the  high  destination  of  the  human  miad,  aiA 
Tided  every  heart,  we  would  rejoice  to  expatiate  which  m^t  be  exhibited  with  as  fittle  a^cMt 
en  the  ceRoettsnoet  of  others  ;>— these  would  fbrm  either  of  time  or  of  monej. 
the  chief  topics  of  conversation  in  our  personal  And  what  shall  we  say  otBenJighlt,  aaddqg 
remarks  on  others ;  we  would  endeavour  to  JighU^  and  boxing  nuUehe$  between  animals  ik 
throw  a  veil  over  the  infirmities  of  our  brethren,  tlie  shape  of  men,  which  have  been  lately  adfcr* 
and  would  be  always  disposed  to  exercise  that  tised  in  the  public  prints  with  «o  mucJi  isya- 
candour  and  charity  *<  which  covers  a  multitude  dence  and  e^rontery  ?  Are  the  patroos  of  sack 
of  sins."  revolting  exhibitions,  and  the  crowds  wbickfe- 
If  we  now  turn  our  eyes  for  a  moment,  to  the  sort  to  them,  to  be  considered  aa  patterns  of  taslr, 
amuMemenCx  of  civilized  society,  we  shad  find  of  htimanity,  and  of  refined  benevolence  ?  Atd 
many  of  them  distingui^ht^d  by  a  malignant  cha-  what  shall  we  think  of  the  amusenoents  of  one  bdt 
racter  and  tendency.  What  an  appropriate  ex-  of  our  gentry,  country  squires,  gentlemen  fannefi^ 
htbition  f(jr  rational  and  immortal  beings  do  the  and  the  whole  tribe  of  the  sporting  conuuuoity, 
scene.*!  of  a  cockpk  display  !  to  behold  a  motley  who  derive  more  exquisite  enjoyment  in  main- 
gro«ip  of  bipeflM,  of  all  vorXa  and  sizes,  from  the  iiig  a  hare,  a  partridge,  or  a  roooribwl,  than  is 
peer  to  the  chinmcy-sweep,  and  from  the  man  of  relieving  the  wants  of  the  friendless  poor,  in  la^ 
hoary  hairs  to  the  lisping  infant,  betting,  bluster-  liorating  the  conditino  of  their  dependants,  oris 
tng,  swearing,  and  feasting  their  eyes  with  a  patronising  the  diffusion  of  useftil  knowledge  t 
savage  delight  on  the  siiflerins:^  of  their  fel-  If  one  of  our  best  moral  poets  declared,  that  "he 
fow-bipeds,  whom  they  have  taught  to  wound,  to  would  not  enter,  on  his  list  of  fi-iends,  thoia^ 
torment,  and  to  destroy  each  other!  There  is  graced  with  polished  manners  and  fine  sttise, 
scarcely  any  thing  that  appears  so  congenial  to  the  man  who  needlessly  sets  foot  upon  a  worm," 
the  stiirit  which  pervades  the  in^rnal  regions,  aa  what  would  be  his  estimate  of  the  man  who  de- 
the  attempt  to  inspire  the  lower  animals  with  the  rived  one  of  his  chief  gratifications,  day  afW 
same  m  dignant  dispositions  w^htch  characterize  day,  from  making  havoc  among  the  feathered 
the  most  degraded  of  the  human  species.  That  tribes,  and  from  lacerating  and  maiming  a  timid 
snch  a  cruel  and  disgusting  praciice  still  prevails  hare,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  indulging  a  sportisg 
ill  EiiL'land,  and  that  it  formed,  until  lately,  a  humour,  and  proving  himself  an  excellent  marks- 
part  of  the  amusements  of  almost  all  the  schools  man  ?  Can  we  suppose  that  the  beperoleat  Crsi* 
in  Scotland,  is  a  reproach  to  the  civilization,  the  tor  so  curiously  organizedthe  beascts  of  the  earth 
humanity,  and  the  Christianity  of  our  country,  and  the  fowls  of  heaven,  and  endowed  them  sriA 
And  what  a  fine  spectacle  to  a  humane  and  civili-  exquisite  feelings  and  sensibility,  merely  that  ty- 
xed  mind  is  the  amusement  of  bull^mting !  an  rannical  man  might  torture  and  destroy  them  fcr 
amusement  in  which  the  strength  and  courage  his  amtuemenl?  For  the  persons  to  sriiom  I  tl> 
of  this  animal  are  made  the  means  of  torturing  lude  cannot  plead  neessii^  for  such  oondoet,  m 
wiib  the  most  exqiuisiie  agopieftt    Can  be-  if  they  were  depeadant  for  ■"***iiTltiinT  «a  ddk 
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Sacli  is  still  the  mania  for  these  cruel  with  whom  I  have  been  intimately  toquaintedi  I 
that  the  butchery  uf  the  brutal  and  the  consider  this  old  man  as  one  of  the  most  perfect 
es,  it  is  likely,  will  soon  be  reduced  and  blameless  characters.  His  mind  seemed  to 
system,  and  enrolled  among  the  num-  be  formed  upon  the  purest  principles  of  the 
Ae  artM.  For,  an  octavo  volume,  of  Christian  relifioo ;  his  every  thought  and  action 
which  has  already  pa»ed  through  appeared  to  be  the  result  of  its  dictates.  He 
IS,  has  beenlately  published,  entitled,  would  often,  to  ease  bis  mule,  walk  more  than 
OS  to  young  Sportsmen  in  all  that  re-  half  ihe  day ;  and  as  he  joume3red  by  my  side, 
ae  and  Shooting  :'*  by  Lieut.  Colo-  continually  recited  prayers  for  our  wel&re  and 
The  aiiihin',  after  having  stated  future  prosperity.  On  all  occasions  he  sought  to 
now  lo4t  his  eyes  and  nerves  for  a  repress  in  those  around  him,  every  improper 
ays  *'  The  greatest  pleasure  that  can  feeling  of  anger ;  conciliated  them  by  the  kindest 
nain  for  me,  is  to  resign  the  little  1  words,  and  excited  them,  by  his  example,  to  an 
1  for  the  benefit  of  young  sportsmen,  active  performance  of  their  duties.  If  a  qian 
generation  of  shooters  might  others  were  weary,  be  would  assist  him  in  carrying  his 
or  many  year»,to  find  out  all  these  little  burden  ;  if  he  perceived  any  of  the  muW  backs 
And  a  most  important  loss,  doubtless,  to  be  hurt,  he  would  beg  me  to  have  them  reliev* 
ineration  would  have  sustained,  had  ed  ;  and,  constantly,  when  he  saw  me  engaged 
hy  Colonel  condescended  to  commu-  in  shooting  partridges,  or  other  birds,  he  would 
aooveries!  I  was  lately  making  an  caH  out  to  them  to  fly  out  of  the  way,  shaking  his 
n  a  steam-boat,  through  one  of  the  head,  and  begging  me,  in  a  mournful  accent,  noC 
ces.  Among  the  passengers  were  to  kill  thtim.  I  have  remaiked,  in  my  fonner 
le  sporting  gentry,  furnished  with  all  journal,  that,  with  all  this  refined  feeling  of  bo- 
te accoutrements,  who  seemed  to  en-  inanity,  he  was  far  from  being  devoid  of  courage ; 
gratification  in  disturbing  the  happi-  and,  I  had  an  opportunity,  subsequently,  of  wit> 
leathered  tribes,  than  in  contemplat-  nessing  several  instances  of  his  bravery,  thou^ 
ral  beautiosof  the  surrounding  scene,  he  appeared  on  all  occasions  peculiarly  anxious 
jf  these  hapless  animals  appeared  in  to  avoid  a  quarrrel.  We  parted,  I  believe,  with 
and  cry  commenced,  a  shot  was  pre-  mutual  regret ;  at  least  for  my  own  part,  I  cam 
I  musket  levelled  at  the  unoffending  truly  say,  that  I  have  seldom  felt  more  respect 
hich  created  among  them  universal  for  an  individual  than  I  did  for  this  worthy  man." 
id  alarm.  Some  of  them  were  kill-  As  a  contrast  to  the  benevolent  dLspositions 
era,  doubtless,  maimed,  and  render-  displayed  by  this  worthy  Abyssinian,— -I  shall 
le  for  life ;  while  no  human  being  give  a  short  description  of  a  bulUfigkt,  in  Mad* 
the  least  benefit  from  such  wanton  nd,  extracted  from  a  work,  the  author  of  which 
kill,  or  even  to  maim  any  living  crea-  was  a  spectator  (in  1803)  of  the  scene  he  de* 
ioing  us  no  harm,  and  when  there  is  scribes.  **  The  Spanish  bull-fights  are  certainly 
y,  nor  even  a  desire,  to  procure  its  ^o  niost  extraordinary  exhibition  in  Europe:  we 
bod,  cannot,  I  should  think,  hy  any  were  present  at  one  of  them  this  morning.  The 
reasoning,  be  construed  into  an  act  places  in  the  amphitheatre  were  nearly  all  filled 
tee.*  at  half  past  nine,  and  at  ten,  the  corregidor  came 
here,  forbear  imerting  a  passaf^e  into  his  box ;  upon  which  the  trumpet  sounded, 
)  Travels  in  Abyssinia,^^  which  ex-  and  the  people  rose  and  shouted,  from  the  delight 
t  different  spirit  in  one  whom  some  that  the  show  was  to  begin  immediately.  Four 
isposed  to  rank  among  the  class  uf  men  in  black  gowns  then  came  forward,  and  read 
ass.  "  In  the  evening,  Bahamcga!<h  &  proclamation,  enjoining  all  persons  to  remain 
rvantof  the  Ras  (of  Abyssinia)  who  >n  their  seats.  On  their  going  out  of  the  arena, 
d  me  during  my  whole  slay  in  the  the  six  bulls  which  were  to  be  fought  this  mom- 
4  his  leave.     Among  all  the  men  ing,  were  driven  across,  led  on  by  a  cow,  with  a 

bell  round  her  neck.     The  two  Pkadana  (the 

n%  out  these  roflectlons.  the  auUiorby  *"«"  ^^^  ""^^  appomted  to  fight  the  furious  ani- 

ihes  to  Insinuate,  that  it  iK  improper,  in  mais)  new  appeared,  dressed  in  leathern  gaiters, 

ily  malmi  n?  or  destrorlng  them  for  the  >|»Bgles ,  and  caps  surmounted  by  broad  brimmed 

iportoramuseraent.  Even  In  those  cases  white  hats;  each  rode  a  miserable  hack,  and 

Uo^  t®h7fnfm\l*' ir'JteS"? %%ara  «*"•»«*  >°  *»»"  ^«n**  *  '«»«  Po*«»  with  a  gid  al 

nnge,  that  tr^ntirmen  shoiiUl  be  the  vo-  the  end.     As  soon  as  they  were  prepared,  a  door 

m  which  it  rreates.    Ono  woul.l  hnvo  couree  of  the  Contest,  I  felt  first  alarmed  for  the 

he  very  lowest  class  of  the  coinmunlty  men,  and  then  for  the   horses.     Soon  the  acci- 

een  selected  for  this  purpose,  as  there  ^a.*.  «r  ,k.  »wmi  .rtilwi^.  ..•  ..;*.  r  ..,   tk^ 

naturally  revolUn^  tn  the  employment  f®"^"  *"  the  men  withdrew  my  pity  firon  the 

'  the  Uf^  of  any  sensitive  bcin;.  beasts;  and,  latterly,  by  a  Mtural,  and  dreadful 
10 
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operation  oT  the  mind,  I  began  to  look  without  There  were  many  hair»brexhti « weMpt.n ;  eae cf  df 

horror  on  the  calamttiee  of  both.     The  manner  animals  in  piimjit  ofa  man,  leaped  the  bwrirrrf 

of  the  fight  it  thui : — the  bud  rushes  in,  and  the  arena,  which  is  aboat  eight  feet  lofjk.   A 

makes  an  attack  sereraily  upon  the  picaHores,  second  boll  was  stiU  more  furioas,  and ■MdeBBie 

who  repulse  him;  he  being  always,  upon  thene  tremendous arttai-ks.  InoneofiheeebepimediW 

occasions,  wounded  in  the  neck ;  after  a  few  reiv  num  and  hor»e  against  the  barriera,  get  hit  bom 

counters,  he  becomea  somewhat  shy ;    b<il  at  under  the  horse,  and  lacerated  him  di^sadfcll?? 

the  same  time,  when  he  does  rush  on,  he  b  in  a  moment  afterwards,  he  lilled  him  ap,  nl 

doubly  dangerous.     He  follows  up  the  attack,  threw  the  man  with  such  force  tltfoofb  one  rf 

and  frequently  succeeds    in  overthrowing  bofh  the  aperturtv,  ss  to  kill  hrm  on  the  e|nC.    He 

horae  and  rider.      As  long  as  the  horse  baa  was  borne  past  the  Uoz  in  which  we  wan  wik 


strength  to  bear  the  picadore,  he  is  obliged  to  his  tenh  set,  and  his  side  corered  with  blood} 

ride  him.    This  momim^one  of  these  wreichinl  the  horse  staggered  oat  spooting  a  atretm  of  fov 

animals  was  forced  to  cbar^e.  tpiih  hia gnU  hang-^  from  hrs  chest.  The  remaimng  iiieador  nmemat 

ing  infeaioont  between  hia  Uga  !    His  beilv  was  the  char^,  and  another  came  m  \ 


again  ripped  open  by  the  bull,  and  he  fell  for     ^  dead  mvCt  place.    One   of  theae  bad  hit 
dead;  but  the  attendbnts  obliged  him  to  rise  and     horse*s  skin  dreadfully  ripped  off  has  aide,  airt 


crawl  out !  This  seems  the  cruellest  part  of  the  when  he  breathed,  the  entraiU  mealirfesf  «f  llr 
business ;  for  the  men  almost  always  escape ;  but  Me ;  to  prevent  which,  the  rider  got  oirMMl  siaf^ 
the  btood  and  n^eringa  of  thirteen  horara  were  «d  in  his  pocket  handkerchief,"  &c.*— ^*  Ibave 
mhilfUed  in  the  ahort  apace  qf  two  hoftra.  Four  •e«n.'*  says  Bourgoing,  **  eight  or  ten  borwv  tora, 
men  were  hurt ;  one  who  was  entirely  overtinrrH  *nd  their  bellies  ripped  open,  fall  and  eipirs  is 
ed  with  his  horse  upon  him,  was  carried  out  like  the  fSek)  of  battle.  SosMtimes  these  horses,  d* 
a  corpse ;  but  the  spectators,  totaUy  diaregarding  fecting  models  of  patienee,  of  eourmge,  of  docility 
fto  melancholjf  nght,  akofutedfor  hia  companion  —-present  a  spectacle,  at  which  It  may  be  aUow 
m  renew  the  aUaek.  The  bull  after  his  first  rage  i^ble  to  shodder.  Ton  see  them  tread  malsrlbeir 
and  subsequent  fury  during  many  rounds,  begins  feet,  their  own  bloody  entraih,  hangiag  oat  «f 
lo  feel  weakness,  and  declines  further  attacks  on  their  open  sides,  and  still  obey,  for  aome  tims  tks 
rhe  horsemen.  Upon  this,  a  loud  shout  re-echoes  bsnd  that  guides  them." 
tfirough  the  theatre,  and  some  of  the  attendants  Such  are  the  amusements  whiob,  !■  Spalir 
advance  and  stick  his  gored  neck  full  of  arrows  fascinate  all  ranks  of  the  commmntj,  Inm  lbs 
which  cause  him  to  writhe  abomt  in  groat  torment,  prince  lo  the  pesaant.  Toimg  Udiei^  old  km, 
When  the  eflfbrts  he  makes  under  these  sufferings  servant  girls,  and  people  of  all  ages  and  al  cka> 
have  considerably  spent  his  strength,  the  corregi-  racters  are  present.  The  art  of  kiDing  a  bul, 
dor  makes  a  motion  with  his  hand,  and  the  which  seems  exclusively  to  be  the  bosintas  of  a 
trumpets  sound  as  a  signal  to  the  matador  to  de-  botcher,  is  gravely  discussed  ami  exalted  wkb 
spatch  him.  This  is  a  service  which  requires  tmn^port,  not  only  by  the  rabble,  but  by  mea  «f 
great  skill  and  bravery ;  for  the  madness  of  the  sense,  and  by  women  of  delicacy.  The  day  «f 
bull,  and  the  torture  he  endurex,  prompt  him  to  *  bull-fight  is  a  day  of  solemnity  for  the  whole 
destroy  every  one  around.  The  matador  ad-  canton.  "  The  people  come,"  says  Boorgoi^, 
vances  with  a  red  doak  in  one  hand,  and  a  sword  '*  from  ten  and  twehre  leagues  distance.  Tlieai«' 
in  the  other.  He  enrages  the  bull  with  the  cloak,  tisan  who  can  with  difficulty  earn  enosigh  for  h* 
till,  at  length  getting  opposite  to  him,  he  rushes  subsistence,  has  always  sufficient  to  pay  for  tks 
forward,  and  the  sword  pierces  hi«  spinal  mar-  bull-fight.  Wo  be  to  the  chastity  of  a  yow^  girf 
row,  or  what  is  more  common,  is  buried  to  the  hilt  whose  poverty  excludes  her !  The  man  who  psys 
in  his  neck ;  upon  which  he  turns  aside,  at  first  ^f  her  admittance,  will  be  her  first  sedocer.  It'is 
moanmg,  but  a  torrent  of  blood  gushes  from  his  indeed  a  very  striking  sight,  to  see  all  the  inks- 
mouth  ;  and  he  staggers  round  the  srena,  and  bitants  assemble  round  the  circus,  waiting  the 
CUls.  The  trumpets  sound ;  three  moles,  oma-  signal  for  the  fight,  tmdweenng  m  tiksir  asiviir 
mented  with  ribbons  and  flags,  appear,  to  drag  ^^^rv  »ign  of  impatience.*^  There  is  not  atoea 
the  wretched  victim  out  by  the  horns,  and  the  in  Spain,  but  what  has  a  large  square  for  the  par* 
horsemen  to  prepare  for  the  attack  of  a  fresh  P^^  of  exhibiting  bull-fights;  and  it  ia  said,  that 
animal.*^  even  the  poorest  inhabitaata  of  the  smaflestTila* 
**  In  the  evening  the  show  began  at  half-past  go*  will  often  club  together,  in  order  to  proeasse 
fow,  and  ten  bulls  were  brought  forward.  To  ^^  ^^  *^  ^'>  ^^  ^8^^  ^^^  riding  upon  asses 
tame  them  before  the  matador  approached,  a  new  ^^'  ^^^^  of  horses.f  Can  a  spirit  of  purs  bens' 
expedient  was  resorted  to,  roost  infamously  cmel, 
oamely,  the  covering  of  the  darts  with  sulphur  *  Travels  thrott«:h  Spain  and  part  of  Portugal  la 

■nd  fireworks.    The  torments  of  these  wore  so  "**'.^r*.\?-  PPi»h^»-  A  *^£5  circumstantial  tc- 

Am^AR»\    »!..»  tk«  — t».i.  .^      "!Z!l_:u  count  of  these  fights,  and  m  perfect  acconlanoswtt 

dretdiul,  that  the  animals  whose  strength  was  the  above  descripUon^maj  be  seen  tu  BomSi 

IMi,  raged  abocrtterribTy,  so  that  the  aasistaiiti  "  Jl?1«™ 'Kf?.."??iFS2f"^«*^ 


UTIUTT  OP  THE  REAL  SCENES  OF  NATUftB.  155 

nice  be  gaoeral  among  a  people  addicted  to  ihey  are  calculated  to  accompluh  7     To  exhibit 

b  cruel  and  savage  auiiueineau  !  AiiJ,  need  distorted  views  of  the  acenes  of  nature,  and  of 

wonder  to  find,  thai  troops  of  lawless  banditti  human  society ;  to  foster  superstitious  notions  ; 

ooatinuallj  prowling  among  the  mouniains  to  inspire  the  minds  of  the  young  with  an  inordi- 

I  ft>reeis  of  tluit  country,  comioiiting  murders  nate  desire  afler  worldly  booour  and  distinction ; 

I  depredations  ?    Ona  of  the  authors  just  now  to  set  before  them,  as  an  ultimate  object,  the 

ilod,  when  alluding  to  banditti,  and  detailing  splendour  and  felicity  of"  riding  in  a  coach  and 

incidents  which  occurred  on  his  route  to  six  ;**Kad  to  familiarize  thek  minds  to  chivalrous 

kdrid,  says,  *'  In  this  country  it  ia  impossible  exploits,  and  to  scenes  of  butchery  and  revenge, 

iistingui^  friends  from  foes,  as  all  travellers  If  we  glance  at  the  popular  literary  works  of 

well  armed.    We  met  just  here  half  a  d<izen  the  present  day,  intended  for  the  amusement  of 

-senMD,  many  of  whom  bad  swords  and  pi«tols,  children  of  a  larger  growth,  we  shall  find  many 

i  we  afierwards  saw  peasants  riding  on  asses,  of  them  imbued  with  a  similar  spirit,  and  having 

aed  in  the  same  way.     A  few  leagues  fijrther  a  similar  tendency.    What  is  it  that  just  now 

we  met  a  strung  detachment  of  cavalry  patrol-  fascinates  our  literary  loungers,  our  polished 

the  road,  in  ootwequence  of  a  during  robbery,  gentry,  our  educated  females,  nay,  all  ranks  of 

ich  had  just  been  committed  on  a  nobleman  the  oommuniiy,  from  the  dignified  clergyman  to 

0  was  bringing  his  bride  to  coun  from  Bacre-  the  humble  weaver,  and  which  threatens  to  de* 

a.    Ha  had  a  numerous  retinue ;  the  banditti  atroy  all  relish  for  plain  imvatnished  (acts,  and 

re  twelve  in  number,  and  completely  armed.*'  Hir  substantial  knowledge  7      The    noveb  of 

Waverley,  Ghiy  Mannering,  Rob  Roy,  Tales  of 

f  we  now  take   a  corKiry  glance   at  oar  niy  Landlord,  The  Fortunes  of  Nigel,  St.  Ro- 

PUiAB  LtTSSAMT  woBM,  and  at  several  of  nan's  Well,  Marmion,    The  Corsair,   ChiWe 

publications  intended  for  the  mirsery,  we  Harold,  and  a  shoal  ofsimilarpubl'tcationa,  which 

0  find  that  a  goodly  portion  of  ihem  is  stamp-  are  daily  issuing  from  the  press.    And  what  is 
with  the  character  of  frivolity  and  dtmaligni-  the  general    tendency  of  the  great  majority  of 

When  the  young  mind  is  just  beginning  to  •"<*  '»«••<»  ?  To  distort  and  caricature  the  facts 
•and,  instead  of  being  irradiated  with  the  of  rf\  history  ;  to  gratify  a  romantic  imagina- 
ms  of  unadulterated  truth,  a  group  of  distort-  t»oo ;  to  pamper  a  depraved  mental  appetite ;  to 
kod  unsubstantial  images,  which  have  no  pro-  «i«te  a  disrelish  for  the  existing  scenes  of  na- 
•pes  in  natura,  is  presented  to  the  view  of  the  ^»^f  *"<*  fw  the  authenticated  facta  which  have 
tUeet,a8the  groundwork  of  its  future  progress  occurred  in  the  history  of  mankind  ;  to  hold  up 
visdom  and  knowledge.  Instead  of  the  siro-  venerable  characters  to  derision  and  contempt ; 
•nd  sublime  precepts  of  Christian  benevo-  ^  excite  admiration  of  the  exploits  and  the  ma- 
's, the  wiU  and  romantic  notions  connected  lignani  principles  of  those  rude  chieftains  and 
h  chivalry,  the  superstitions  of  the  dark  ages,  barbarous  heroes,  whose  names  ought  to  descend 

the  love  of  faKe  heroism,  and  of  military  >n«o  everlasting  oblivion;  to  revive  therevenge- 

7,  are  attempted  to  be  indelibly  riveted  on  ful  spirit  of  the  dark  ages ;  to  undermine  a  sacred 

minds  of  the  yoimg.     What  else  can  be  ex-  regard  for  truth  and  moral  principle,  which  aie 

tad,  when  such  legends  and  romances  as  the  l*»e  basis  of  the  happiness  of  the  intelligent  uni- 

>wing,  occupy  the  principal  part  of  the  nur-  ▼•rse ;  and  to  throw  a  fiilse  glory  over  scenes  of 

f  libranr ?— B(ue  Beard;  Cinderella;  Tom  rapme,  of  bloodshed,  and  of  devastation.— To 

nmb ;  Jack  the  GianUKiUer ;  Valentine  and  '^^  works,  and  to  their  admirers,  we  might  ap- 

on ;  The  Seven  Champioru  of  Chriatendom  ;  P'y  «*»*  words  of  the  ancient  Prophet :   •*  He 

bin   Hood;    Goody  T  wo- Shoes  ;    Puss    in  feedeth  on  osfces ;  a  deceived  heart  hath  turned 

Ms  ;   Sinbad  the  Sailor ;   Aladdin,  or,  the  |»im  »*»|lef  that  he  cannot  say,  Is  there  not  a  lie 

Miderftil  Lamp ;  Thalaba.  or,  the  Destroyer  ;  >"  ^7  right  hand  ?" 

eBiood-Rcd  Knight;  The   Maid  and' the  ••  For.  sure,  to  hug  a  fancied  case. 

.gpie ;  Fwry  Talea,  and  a  long  list  of  similar  That  never  did,  nor  can  take  plaM^ 

.  arKi  romances   equally  improving  and  im-  And^JjJ  the  ^i^eas^ures  1^^^^^^ 

imnt !     Such  works  are  published,  even  at  the  is  madness  In  its  jrreatert  height, 

sent  time,  not  only  in  a  Lilliputian  size,  to  Or  I  mistake  the  matter  quite."— ITflfcto. 

1  the  lower  ranks  of  the  community,  but  in  a 

le  of  splendour  and  elegance,  calculated  to  To  affirm,  that  it  isneoetsary  ferth•elltflrtaiD• 
nnafethehighestcirclesof  society.  Tenthou-  mcnt  of  the  human  mind,  to  have  recouse  to  ficti- 
Kkofcopiesqfsuch  publications,  are  present-  t»ow«  «»"«»  and  narratives,  and  to  the  wild 
in  circulation  throughout  every  part  of  tho  vagaries  of  an  unbridled  imagination,  is,  in  effect, 
itiah  empire  .*— and  what  is  the  great  object  ^o  **»row  a  reflection  upon  the  plans  and  the  con- 
duct of  the  Creator.  It  implies,  that,  in  the 
Ion;  but  another  entertainment,  called ju*ta  de  acenes  of  nature  which  surrmmd  us,  both  in  the 

li«at«n<fllbt  has  bean  again  TSYtred.  tiMW  of  his  noral  goremaMot  aanog  ibmi,  God 
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hai  not  produced  a  sufficient  variety  ofiriierevt* 
ing  objwcls  for  the  contemplation,  the  iostructi«>n, 
«nd  the  eotertainment  oT  the  human  race — and 
that  the  ^yitein  of  ihe  moral  and  |)hysical  woHd 
muat  be  distorted  and  deranged,  and  its  economy 
misrepresented  and  blended  wiih  the  cteatitms  of 
human  folly,  before  its  scenery  be  rendered  fit 
to  gratify  the  depraved  and  faiitidious  tastes  of 
mankind.*  And  is  it  indeed  true,  that  there  is 
not  a  sufficient  wariety  to  p-atify  a  rUional  mind 
in  the  exialing  acenc*  of  creation  and  i>rovidence  1 
If  we  survey  tlie  Alpine  acenes  of  nature  ;  if  we 
explore  the  wonders  of  the  ocean  ;  if  we  pene* 
Irate  into  ihe  subterraneous  recesses  of  the  globe  ; 
if  wo  direct  our  view  to  the  numerous  objects  of 
Bublimity  and  of  beauty  lo  he  found  in  every 
country ;  if  we  investigate  the  structure  and 
economy  of  the  animal  and  the  vege'able  tribes  ; 
if  we  raise  our  eyes  to  the  rolling  orbs  of  heaven  ; 
if  we  look  back  to  the  generations  of  old,  and 
trace  the  history  of  ancient  nations  ;  if  we  con- 
template the  present  state  of  civilized  and  of 
savage  tribM,  and  the  moral  scenery  which  is 
9W9Ty  where  displayed  around  us — ^all  we  not 
find  a  sufficient  variety  of  every  thing  which  is 
calculated  lo  interest,  to  in!itruct,  and  to  enlerfom 
a  rational  mind  ?  I  am  bold  to  affirm,  that  were 
a  proper  aelectioa  made  of  the  facta  connected 
with  Uie  tyatem  of  nature,  and  with  the  history 
and  the  preaent  state  of  human  society,  and  were 
the  sketches  of  such  facts  executed  by  the  hand 
of  a  master,  and  interspersed  with  rational  and 
moral  reflections — volumes  might  be  presented  to 
the  public,  no  less  entertaining,  and  certainly  far 
more  in«tn]ctive,  than  all  the  novels  and  roman- 
ces which  the  human  imagination  has  ever  pro- 
duced ;  and  that,  too,  without  distorting  a  single 
^t  in  the  system  of  nature  or  of  human  society, 
or  exciting  a  sentiment  of  admiration  or  of  ap- 
probation of  the  exploits  of  warriors.  If  we  wish 
to  be  amused  with  entertaining  narrations  and 
novel  scenes,  the  narratives  (jf  adventurous  voy- 
agers and  travellers,  when  written  with  spirit 

•  The  fbllowlng  ((ketch  of  Sir  Walter  8coU,  the 
aupfiosed  author  of  some  of  the  works  alluded  to,  is 
riven  in  Hazlltt's  "Spirit  of  the  A»?o,or  Contempo- 
riry  Portraits  "  "His  mind  rorclvea  and  treasures 
up  every  thine  broueht  to  It  hy  trad  It  ion  or  custom— 
li  t'oes  not  i»mject  Itself  beyond  this  Into  the  world 
Duknow-n,  but  mechanically  shrinks  Itack  rs  from 
the  edge  of  a  precipice.  The  land  of  pvre  reanon  Is 
In  his  npprphension  like  Van  Dleman't  Lnnd,  bar- 
r»'n.  nilser.ihlfi,  distant,  a  place  of  exile,  the  dreary 
nlwdc  of  savages,  convicts,  and  adventurers.  Sir 
V'alier  woul<l  make  a  bad  hand  of  a  description  of 
llir  miUenniumy  unless  he  would  lay  the  scene  In 
Scotland  500  years  ago;  and  then  he  woukl  want 
facts  and  worm-eaten  parchments  to  support  his 
drooping  style.  Our  historical  novelist  firmly 
thinks,  that  nothing  U  but  what  ha»  fc^en— that  the 
moral  world  stands  still,  as  the  material  one  was 
supposed  to  do  of  ohl— and  that  we  can  never  get 
beyond  the  point  where  we  actually  are,  with- 
out utter  destruction,  though  every  thing  changes 
and  will  change,  from  what  it  was  soo  years  ago 
and  what  it  is  now ;  fh>m  what  It  Is  now,  to  all 
tliat  the  bigoted  admirer  of  the  good  old  tines  most 
dreads  snA  hates." 


and  animation,  will  supply  us  with 
nient  scarcely  mfeiior  to  that  of  the  best  wriM 
novel ;  and  it  is  the  reader's  own  &uk,  if  be^ 
not,  from  such  sources,  derive  moral  instraetMa 
Sudi  adventures  as  those  of  Muogo  Pad  ii 
Africa,  and  Captain  Cochrane  in  Siberia,  sad 
such  narratives  as  those  of  Byron,  Briinssi 
Pierre  Viaud,  Anson,  Cook,  Blifk,  Puossi^ 
and  others,  abound  with  so  naany  atrikii^  mi 
affecting  incidents,  that  the  reader's  attcntiosii 
kept  alive,  and  he  feels  as  livety  an  iaterast  ii 
the  fate  of  the  adventurers,  as  is  usually  tt  ii 
that  of  the  fictitious  hero  of  a  novd,  or  a  i» 
mance. 

If  man  were  only  the  creature  of  a  day,  wkHi 
whole  existence  was  confined  within  the  liwi 
of  this  suUunary  scene,  he  naif^  amuse  bMnf 
either  with  fticts  or  with  fictions,  or  with  ssy 
toys  or  gewgaws  that  happened  to  strfts  \k 
fancy  while  he  glided  down  tbo  stream  of  tins  H 
the  gulf  of  c^livioo.  But  if  ho  is  a  being  dsstis' 
ed  for  eternity,  the  train  of  his  tbougfals  o^lbt 
to  be  directed  to  objects  corresponding  lo  kn 
high  destinstioo,  and  all  his  smiisomnnti  bknM 
with  those  moral  instructions  which  bats  an  at* 
limate  reference  to  the  scene  of  his 
existence.  When  I  read  one  of  our 
novels,  I  enjoy,  for  a  few  hours,  a  tvamiln; 
annisement,  in  contemplating  the  scenes  of  tay 
it  displays,  and  in  following  the  hero  thisa^ 
his  numerous  adventures ;  I  admire  dw  ka» 
and  brilliancy  of  the  imagination  of  the  wriw 
(for  I  am  hy  no  meansdisposed  lo  uadstiais  tin 
intellectual  talent  which  has  produced  soawsf 
the  works  to  w  hich  J  allude,)  but  when  I  lia«t 
finished  the  perusal,  and  reflect,  that  aU  lbs 
scenes  which  passed  before  my  mental  eye,  was 
only  so  many  unsubstantial  images,  the  fictkm 
of  a  lively  imagination — ^l  cannot  indulge  in  la^ 
tional  or  religious  reflections  on  the  subject,  nor 
derive  a  single  nnoral  instruction,  any  move  dnt 
I  can  do  from  a  dream  or  a  vision  of  the  nigkk 
When  I  survey  the  scenes  of  creation ;  what  I 
read  the  history  of  ancient  nations ;  when  I  ps^ 
ruse  the  authentic  narratives  of  the  Toysger  mt 
traveller ;  when  I  search  the  records  of  revda- 
tion ;  and  when  I  contemplate  the  present  stais 
of  society  around  me, — I  learn  something  of  tha 
character,  the  attributes,  and  the  proridenoe  of 
God,  and  of  the  moral  and  phyaical  state  of  mas* 
kind.  From  almost  every  scene,  and  eveiy  is> 
cident,  I  can  deduce  instructioos  calculaied  Is 
promote  the  exercise  of  humility,  meekness,  grUi* 
tude,  and  resignation— to  lead  the  mind  ts 
God  as  the  source  of  felicity,  and  as  the  ri^ds* 
ous  governor  'of  the  worU^nd  to  impress  lbs 
heart  with  a  sense  of  the  folly  and  depravity  cf 
man.  But  it  is  obvious,  that  no  distinct  moial 
instructions  can  be  &iriy  deduced  firom  soenaa, 
circumstances,  snd  events  "  which  nerer  did  mr 
can  take  place."— Such  bowevsr  ii.  at  ^ntmk 
the  tide  ofpabUc  opiaioB  oa  thk  Mdijaet,  llMlvt 
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night  as  aoon  attempt  to  stem  a  mountain  tor-  er  hi^ve  their  spirits  taken  their  flight  into  the 

«it  by  a  breath  of  wind,  or  to  interrupt  the  world  unknown,  than  subscriptions  ase  set  on 

lashings  of  a  mighty  cataract  by  the  waving  of  foot,  statues  and  mausoleums  are  erected,  flat- 

mr  handi  as  to  expect  to  counteract,  by   any  tering  inscriptions  are  engraved  on  their  tombsi 

xmsideralions  that  can  be  adduced,  the  current  and  anniversary  dinners  are  appointed  to  cele- 

if  popular  feeling  in  favour  of  noveU,  and  tales  brate  their  memories.     Such  displays  of  liberali- 

iTknights,  and  of  tournaments ;  uf  warlike  chief-  ly  might  have  been  of  essential  benefit  to  the 

mins,  ami  military  encounters.     Such  a  state  of  individuals,  while  they  sojourned  within  the  limits 

Ming,  I  presume,  never  con  exist  in  a  world  of  this  sublunary  sphere;  but  they  are  altogether 

irbsre  moral  evil  has  never  shed  its  malign  in-  futile  and  superfluous  in  relation  to  the  separate 

hience.  spirits,  which  are  now  placed  forever  beyond  the 

Again,  if  we  consider  the  sentiments  and  the  reach  of  such  vain  pageantry  and  posthumous 

jooduct  of  many  of  our  Literary  and  8dent\fte  honours. 

i%aractert,  we  shall  find  that  even  philosophy  has  If  we  now  attend,  for  a  little,  to  thePemi/  Code* 

md  very  little  influence,  in  counteracting  the  of  civilized   nations,   we  shall  find  them,  not 

trearodf  malignity,  and  promoting  the  exercise  only  glaringly  deficient  in  a  spirit  of  benevolence, 

if  benevolence.  Donot  many  of  our  literary  cha-  but  deeply  imbued  with  a  spirit  of  cruelty  and 

■ncten  in  theirdisputes  frequently  display  as  keen  revenge.     The  great  object  of  all  civil  punish- 

«nantments,  and  as  malevolent  dispositicms,  as  ments  ought  to  be,  not  only  the  prevention  of 

he  professed  warrior,  and  the  man  of  the  world  ?  crimes,  but  also  the  reformation  of  the  criminal, 

tad  have  tlMy  not  some  times  resorted  even  to  in  order  that  a  conviction  of  the  evil  of  his  con- 

loraewhips  and  to  pistols  to  decide  their  con-  duct  may  be  impressed  upon  his  mind,  and  that 

asta?    In    proof  of  this,  need  I  refer  to  the  he  may  be  restored  to  society  as  a  renovAted  cha- 

•entlemen  now  or  (brmeriy  connected  with  the  racter.    When  punishments  are  inflicted  with  a 

*  Bdinburgh  Magazine,'*  "  Blackwood's  Maga-  degree  of  severity  beyond  what  is  necessary  to 

line, "  the  "  London  Magazine,"  the  "  duarteriy  accomplish  these  ends,  the  code  which  sanctions 

l^vieWi"  and  other  periodical  works— and  to  the  them,  becomes  an  engine  of  cruelty  and  of  injua- 

M«n  jeahmsias  and  contentions  which  have  tice.    Bat,  the  reformation,  and  the  ultimata 

mao  displayed,  and  the  scurrilous  paragraphs  happiness  of  the  criminal,  never  seemlo  have 

vhich  have  been  written  by  various  descriptions  been  once  taken  into  consideration,  in  the  con- 

if  competitors  for  literary  fame?  Such  a  display  struction  of  (he  criminal  codes  of  any  nation  in 

ftemper  and  conduct  in  men  of  professed  erudi-  Europe.     The  infliction  of  pom,  and  even  of  A)r- 

iooy  is  not  only  inconsistent  with  moral  princi-  turt^  and  of  every  thing  that  is  degrading  and 

io^  and  the  dignity  of  true  science,  but  has  a  horrible,  to  a  degree  far  beyond  what  hi  necessary 

Bsidency  to  hold  up  philosophy  and  substantial  for  the  security  of  the  public,  and  which  has  no 

novrledge  to  the  scorn  and  contempt  both  of  the  other  tendency  than  to  harden  the  culprit,  seems 

christian  and  of  the  political  world.  to  have  been  the  great  object  of  the  framers  of 

Again,  is  it  an  evidence   that  benevolence  our  penal  statutes.     If  a  man  has  eomnutted  an 

wttt*  a  prominent  character  of  modem  civilized  oflTence  against  society,  he  is  either  confined  to  a 

octety,  when  philanthropists,  who  have  devoted  jail,  thrown   into  a  dungeon,  loaded  with  irons, 

liair  substance  and  their  mental  activities  to  the  whipped  tlirough  the  streets,  banished  to  a  dis* 

rooiotion  of  the  best  interests  of  mankind ;  and  tant  land,  hung  upon  a  gallows,  or  broken  on  tbe 

pfian  men  of  science,  who  have  enlarged  the  wheel.    No  system  of  moral  regimen,  calculated 

•share  of  our  knowledge,  and  improved  the  useful  to  counteract  his  criminal  habits,  to  impart  in- 

rta,  are  suffered  to  pine  away  in  penury  and  neg-  struction  to  his  mind,  and  to  induce  habits  of  in- 

Id,  and  to  descend  into  the  grave,  without  even  dustry  and  temperance,  (except  in  a  few  insulated 

**  frail  memorial**  to  mark  the  spot  where  their  cases)  has  yet  been  arranged  by  x>ur  legislators, 

lorial   remains  are  deposited;  while,  on   the  so  as  to  render  punishment  a  blessing  to  the  cri- 

rarrior,  who  has  driven  the  ploughshare  of  de-  minal,  and  to  the  community  which  he  has  injured. 

truction  through  the  world,  and  wounded  the  The  following  circumstances,  in  relation  to 

leace  of  a  thousand  families,  enormous  pensions  punishments,  manifest  a  principle  both  of  folly 

ire  bestowed,  and  trophies  erected  to  perpetuate  and  of  malignity  in  the  arrangements  of  ourcri- 

lia  momory  to  fijture   generations?  And  how  minal    jurisprudence. — In  the    first    place,  the 

XMnea  it  to  pass,  if  benevolence  and  justice  present  system  of  our  prison  discipline,  instead 

te  diatinigiii^ing  features  of  our  age  and  nation,  of  operating  to  prevent  the  increase  of  crime, 

that  authors,  whose  writings  afford  instrticiion  has  a  direct  and  inevitable  tendency  to  produce 

Mid  entertainment  to  a  numerous  public,  are  fre-  vice  and  wretchedness,  and  to  render  our  jails 

foently  sufTered  to  pine  away  in  anxiety  and  diiu  the  nurseries  of  every  depraved  propensity,  and 

Maw,  and  to  remain  in  hopeless  indigence,  while  of  every  species  of  moral  turpitude.     From  the 

paMishenf  and  booksellers  are  fattening  on  the  indiscriminate  association  of  the  youmg  and  the 

'irnit  of  their  labours?  Yet,  while  we  leave  them  old,  and  of  persons  charged  with  every  degree  of 

la  famain  in  alyeet  penury,  during  life,— no  soon-  criminality,  the  youihfid  and  inaiperienoed  cul- 
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prit  is  noon  tutored  in  all  the  arti  of  fraud,  decep-  In  the  next  place,  the  ihiMng  ami  vfuwcMa  t 

tion,  and  robbery,  and  prepared  for  acting  a  more  tnteltiea  which  are  frequently  inflicted  upoa  av 

conspicuous  and  atrocious  part  on  the  theatre  of  minals,  are  inconsistent  with  every  priadpk  4 

crime.     ''I  make  no  acruple  to  alBnn,"  say*  reason  and  of  justice,  and  revoltinf  to  every  &» 

Mr.  Howard,  "  that  if  it  were  the  aim  and  wish  bg  of  humanity.     If  the  forieifure  of  lifeoQ|h^ 

of  ma;;  ii  I  rates  to  effect  the  destruction,  present  in  any  case,  to  be  resorted  to  as  the  piuurbaeg 

and  future,  of  young  delinquents,  they  could  not  uf  certain  crimes,  humanity  dictiUea,  that  it  AodA 

desire  a  more  effectual   method  than  to  confine  be  accompanied  with  as  Uttle  pain  as  posiUsts 

them  in  our  prisons."     Of  the  truth  of  this  po-  the  unfortunate  criminal.     But  nMn,eveoad^ 

sition,  the  reader  will  find  an  ample  and  impress-  xed  man,  has  glutted  his  savage  dispositioa  bf 

ive  proof  in  the  Honourable  T.   F.   Buxton's  inventing  tortures  to  agonize  his  feUow  aoaa, ai 

"  Intiuiry  whether  crime  and  misery  are  prnduc-  which  humanity  shudders.     It    is  not  eoos^ 

ed  or  prevented  by  our  present  system  of  Prison  that  a  poor  unfortunate  wretch,  in  the  prise  of 

Discipline."  .life,  whom  depravity  has  hurried  to  the  niinwii 

In  the  second   place,  the  disproportion  be-  sion  of  crime,  should  be  deprived  of  his  amtii 

tween  crimes  and  punishments,  and  the  sangui-  existence, — his  soul  must  be  harrowed  upslAi 

nary  characier  of  every  civilized  code  of  penal  prospect  of  the  prolonged  tonnents    which  ki 

statutes,  are  directly  repugnant  to  every  princi-  must  endure,  before  his  spirit  it   pemillcd  l» 

pie  of  justice  and  benevolence.     The  punishment  take  its  flight  to  the  world  unknown.     Instead  «f 

assigned  by  the  law  to  the  man  who  steals  a  simply  strangling  or  beheading  the  unb^ifiy  cri> 

sheep,  or  pilfers  a  petty  article  of  merchandise,  minal,  his  flerii  must  be  tora  with  piaoers,kii 

is  the  same  as  that  which  it  inflicts  on  the  mis-  bones  dislocated,  bis  hands    cbopfied  dS,  « 

creant  who  has  imbrued  his  hands  in  his  father's  his  body  left  to  pine  away  in  exquisite  torsMMi 

blood.    In  France,  prior  to  the  revolution,  the  amidst  devouring  flames.    In  Svreden,  monisrii 

punishment  of  robbeiy,  either  with  or  without  punished  by  bdieading  and  quartering,  after  ha^ 

murder,  was  the  same  ;  and  hence  it  happened,  ing  previously  chopped  oflfthe  hand.    In  Gcr> 

that  robbery  was  seldom  or  never  perpetrated  many,  Poland,  Italy,  and  other  parts  of  the  0ii» 

widiout  murder.    For,  when  men  see  no  dis-  tinent,  it  was  customary,  and,  I  beliave,  sCfl  ii^ 

tinction.  made  in  the  nature  and  gradations  of  in  some  places,  to  put  criminab  to  dctih,ly 

punishment,  they  will  be  generally  led  to  con-  breaking  them  alive  on  the  wheeL     The  fbUa«> 

dude,  that  there  is  no  distinction  in  the  guilt.   In  ing  account  is  given,  by  a  traveller,  sriio  vasii 

our  own  country,  it  is  a  meUincholy  truth,  that,  Berlin,  in  1819,  of  tlie  execution  of  a  asaafa 

among  the  variety  of  actions  which  men  are  daily  murder,  which  shows  that  the  executioQ  of  crini> 

liable  to  commit,  no  less  than  oke  hundred  and  nals,  in  Prussia,  is  frequently  distinguished  hyi 

turfy  have  been  declared,  by  act  of  parliament,  species  of  cruelty  worthy  df  the  worst  days  if 

to  be  felonies,  without  benefit  of  clergy ;  or,  in  the  inquisition.     Amidst  the  parade  of  execa- 

other  words,  to  be  worthy  of  instant  death.*     It  tioners,  officers  of  police,  and  other  judicial  aa* 

is  an  indttlible  disgrace  to  an  age  which  boasts  of  thorities,  the  beating  of  drums,  and  the  waviB| 

its  being  enlightened  with  the  beams  of  science  of  flags  and  colours,  the  criminal   mounted  Ami 

and  of  religion,  that  laws,  framed  in  an  ignorant  scafibld.     No  ministers  of  religion   appeared  K 

and  barbarous  age,  and  intended  to  apply  to  tern-  gild  the  the  horrors  of  eternity,  and  to  raoth  As 

porary  or  fortuitous  occurrences,  should  still  be  agonies  of  the  criminal;  and  no  r^>eQtant  pray« 

acted  upon,  and  stand  unrepealed  in  the  criminal  closed  his  quivering  lips.    "Never,"   says  As 

codes  of  the  nations  of  Europe,  in  the  19th  cen-  narrator,  *'  shall  I  forget  the  one  bitter  kxlrif 

tury  of  the  Christian  era,  when  so  many  distin-  implorint*  agony  that  he  threw  around  him,  aii^ 

guished  writers  have  demonstrated  their  fiitility ,  med  lately  on  stepping  on  the  scaflfoU,  his  coal  wai 

their  injustice,  and  their  inadequacy  for  the  pre-  rudely  torn  from  ofi*  his  shoulders.     He  wasthca 

vent  ion  of  crime.     For,  instead  of  diminishing  thrown  down,  the  cords  fixed  ro«UMi  his  neck,  which 

the  number  of  oflenders,  experience  proves,  that  were  drawn  until  strangulation  almost  commeiH 

crimes  are  almost  unifonnly  increased  byanun-  cod.  Anotherexecutiooer  then  approached,  bear* 

due  severity  of  punishment.     This  was  striking-  ing  in  his  hands  a  heavy  wheel,  bound  with  iroa, 

ly  excmpli6ed  in  tlie  reign  of  Henry  Ylll.  re-  with  which  he  violently  struck  the   legs,  aras, 

markable  for  the  abundance  of  its  crimes,  which  and  chest,  and  lastly  the  head  of  the  criminal,    t 

oertainly  did  not  arise  from  tho  mildness  of  pu-  was  unfortunately  near  enough  to  witness  his 

nishment.   In  that  reign  alune,  says  his  historian,  mangled  and  bleeding  body  still  convulsed.    It 

MverUy-tuH)  thoueand  eaeecutiona  took  place,  for  was  then  carried  down  for  interment,  and,  in  hai 

robberies  alone,  exclusive  of  the  religious  mnr-  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour  from  the  beginaiagof 

ders  which  are  known  to  have  been  numerous,  his  torture,  the  corpse  was  completely  covered 

"-amounting,  on  an  average,  to  stp  execuHona  a  with  earth.     Several  large  stones,  which  were 

day,  Sundays  included,  during  the  whole  reign  of  thrown  upon  him,  hastened  his  last  gasp ;  he  »sf 

that  monarch.  mangled  into  eUmiijf  P* 

*  Ency.  Brit.  Art  Crime  In  Russia,  the  aeverett  punariuBenu  are  fre- 
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inflicted  for  tb«  moat  triTial  oflfences.  what  traT«llera  affirm  respeetiiig  the  Rusnaiif, 
It  is  one  of  the  most  common  punish-  that  they  are  very  indifferent  as  to  life  or  death, 
that  country.  This  instrument  is  and  undergo  capital  punishments  with  unpanl- 
nade  ojibe  skin  of  an  elk  or  of  a  wild  leled  apathy  and  indolence, 
ird  thai  a  single  stroke  is  capable  of  Even  among  European  nations  more  civilised 
le  flesh  to  the  bone.  The  following  than  the  Russians,  similar  tortures  have  been 
n  is  given  by  Oleariua  of  the  manner  in  inflicted  upon  criminals.  The  execution  of  Do- 
saw  the  knout  inflicted  on  eight  men,  miens,  in  1757,  for  attempting  to  assassinate  Louis 
woman,  only  fur  selling  brandy  and  to-  XV.  King  of  France,  was  accompanied  with 
thout 'a  license.  "The  executioner's  tortures,  the  description  of  which  is  sufficient  to 
r  stripping  them  down  to  the  wast,  tied  harrow  up  the  feelings  of  the  most  callous  mind 
:,  and  took  one  at  a  lime  on  his  back,  —tortures,  which  couM  scarcely  have  been  ex- 
utioner  stood  at  three  paces  distance,  ceeded  in  intensity  and  variety,  although  thej 
iging  forward  with  the  knout  in  his  had  been  devised  and  executed  by  ihe  ingenuity 
heoever  he  struck,  the  blood  gushed  out  of  an  infernal  fiend.  And  yet,  they  were  beheld 
blow.  The  men  had  each  twenty-five  with  a  certain  degree  of  apathy  by  a  surrounding 
•six  lashes ;  the  woman,  though  only  populace ;  and  even  counsellors  and  physicians 
tinted  away.  After  their  backs  were  could  talk  together  about  the  best  mode  of  tearing 
kdfully  mangled,  they  were  tied  together  asunder  the  limbs  of  the  wretched  victim,  with  as 
wo ;  and  those  who  sold  tobacco  having  much  composure  as  if  they  had  been  dissecting  a 
it,  and  those  who  sold  brandy  a  little  dead  subject,  or  carving  a  pullet.  Even  in  Bri- 
about  their  necks ;  they  were  then  whip-  tain,  at  no  distant  period,  similar  cruelties  .were 
gh  the  city  of  Petersburgh  for  about  a  practised.  Those  who  are  guilty  of  high  treasoo 
a  half,  and  then  brought  back  to  the  are  condemned,  by  our  law,  '*to  be  banged  on  a 
leir  punishment,  and  dismissed."  That  gallows  for  some  minutes ;  then  cut  down,  toMIs 
is  termed  the  fnoderate  knout ;  for  when  yet  oA've,  the  heart  to  be  taken  out  and  exposed 
1  with  the  utmost  severity,  the  execu-  to  view,  and  the  entrails  burned.**  Though  the 
riking  the  flank  under  the  ribs,  cuts  the  roost  cruel  part  of  this  sentence  has  never  beeo 
le  bowels  ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  no  won-  actually  inflicted  in  oar  times,  yet  it  is  a  dis- 
lany  die  of  this  inhuman  punishment.—  grace  to  Britons  that  such  a  statute  should  stiH 
riiment  of  the  pirates  and  robbers  who  stand  unrepealed  in  our  penal  code.— The  prao> 
I  banks  of  the  Wdga,  is  another  act  of  tice,  too,  dC  torturing  supposed  criminals  for  the 
nielty  common  to  Russia.  A  float  is  purpose  of  extorting  a  confession  of  guilt,  was, 
reon  a  gallows  n  erected,  on  which  is  till  a  late  period,  common  over  all  the  countries 
I  number  of  iron  hooks,  and  on  these  of  Europe ;  and  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  is  still  ra- 
iled criminals  are  hung  alive  by  the  sorted  to,  in  several  parts  of  the  continent, 
e  float  is  then  launched  into  the  stream,  Hence,  Baron  Bielfeld,  in  his  "  Elements  of 
s  are  given  to  all  the  towns  and  villages  Universal  Erudition,*'  published  in  1770,  lays 
rders  of  the  river,  that  none,  upon  pain  down  as  one  of  the  branches  of  criminal  jurispni- 
riiall  afford  the  le-ast  relief  to  any  of  dence,  *<  TTu  differmt  kinds  of  tortureafor  Ou 
tches.  These  malefiu:tors  sometimes  discovery  of  truth.**  Such  a  practice  is  not  only 
this  manner,  three,  four,  and  even  five  cruel  and  unjust,  but  abeUrd  in  the  highest  de- 
).  The  pain  produces  a  raging  fever,  gree,andrepugnant  to  every  principle  of  reason, 
they  utter  the  most  horrid  impreca-  For,  as  the  Marquis  Beccaria  has  well  observed, 
ploring  the  relief  of  water  and  other  "  It  is  confounding  all  relations  to  expect  that  a 
During  the  reign  of  Peter  the  Qreat,  man  should  be  both  the  accuser  and  the  acciMed, 
rs  who  infested  various  parts  of  his  do-  and  that  pain  thouled  he  the  test  of  truth ;  as  if 
particularly  the  banks  of  the  Wolga,  truth  resided  in  the  muscles  and  fibres  of  a  wretch 
ig  up  in  this  manner  by  hundreds  and  in  torture.  By  this  method,  the  robust  will  es* 
,  and  lefl  to  perish  in  the  most  dreadful  cape,  and  the  feeble  be  condemned. — To  disco- 
Even  yet,  the  boring  of  the  tongue,  ver  truth  by  this  method,  is  a  problem  which  may 
nitting  of  it  out,  are  practised  in  this  be  better  resolved  by  a  mathematician  than  a 
s  an  inferior  species  of  pimishment.  judge,  and  may  bo  thus  stated  :  The  force  of  the 
)l  punishments,  publicly  inflicted,  can  muscles  and  the  sensihiUty  of  ihe  nerves  of  an  m- 
other  tendency  thian  to  demoralize  the  noeent  person  being  given,itisrequirtdtoJtndthe 
he  populace,  to  blunt  their  natural  foel-  degree  of  pain  necessary  to  make  him  confess  him^ 
to  render  criminal  characters  still  more  sdfgmlty  of  a  given  crime,*** 
i  and  hence  we  need  not  wonder  at 

*  8ee  Beccarla*s  "  Essay  on  Crimes  and  Punish* 

menu,"  p.  sa.  m.   The  foUowInc  ts  a  bvtef summary 

lanway's  "Travels  through  Russia  and  of  the  prinolpal  punishments  that  have  been  adopted 

lalmoQ'B  "  Present  State  (r  all  Nations,"  by  men,  In  different  countries,  for  tormenting  and 

Aharle'a  Qsofraphjr,  *o.  destroying  each  other.    Capua  pmitshmsnts— be- 
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If  the  coDfined  Uinits  of  tbe  pratent  work  had     I  might  have  traced  the 
admitted,  I  might  have  prosecuted  these  illustra*    ciple,  in  the  practice  of  a  set  of  bm 
tioBS  to  a  much  ^ater  extent.    I  might  have     ed  toredkers,  who,  bjr  setting  op  fidae  ltgbli,alM 
traced  the  operations  ufmalevotence  in  the  practice     mariners  to  destruction,  th^^tlMj  ma j 

r  tfiPwrecka- 


of  that  most  shocking  and  abominable  traffic,  the  themselres  by  plundering  tnv  wracka— ia  te 
Slave  Trade — the  eternal  disgrace  of  individuals  warlike  dtepoeitHmB  at  all  the  goveraneatstf 
and  of  nations  calling  themselves  ctvitised.  This  Europe,  and  tbe  enonnous  siiaaB  which  hsit 
is  an  abomination  which  has  been  encouraged  been  expended  in  the  work  of  devaMalioii,  md 
by  almost  every  nation  in  Europe,  and  even  by  of  human  destructioDi  while  they  have  nhtd 
the  enlightened  states  of  America.  And  al-  to  give  the  least  direct  eneoarmgeanem  to  philifr 
though  Great  Britain  has  formally  prohibited,  by  thropic  institutions,  and  to  the  improvemeat  d 
a  law,  the  importation  of  slaves  frtnn  Africa  ;  the  community  in  biowledge  and  Tirtne  wad  k 
yet,  in  all  her  West  Indian  colonies,  slavery  in  that  spirit  of  tyranny,  and  thirv^  (or  dopsfie 
its  most  cruel  and  degrading  forms  still  exists;  power,  which  have  led  them  tocroah  the  ririif 
and  e^ery  proposition,  and  every  plan  Tor  resto-  intelligence  of  the  people,  and  to  lend  a  deaf  m 
ring  the  negroes  to  their  natural  liberty,  and  to  to  their  most  reasonable  demands.  For,  (km 
the  rank  which  they  hold  in  tbe  scale  of  exist-  is  no  government  on  this  side  of  the  Alkotie,  n 
ence,   is  pertinaciously  resisted  by  gendtnun     far  as  I  know,  that  has  ever  yet  Ibmed  aa  m 

planters,  who  would  spurn  at  the  idea  of  being  stitution  for  promoting  the  olgeeta  of  gcesni 

considered  as  either  infidels  or  barbarians.   They  benevolence,  for  counteracting  the  bnlefiil  cAdi 

even  attempt  to  deprive  these  degraded  beings  of  defvavity  and  ignorance,  and  for  enligktcBai| 

of  the  chance  of  obtaining  a  happier  existence  in  the  minds  of  the  people  in  nsefiil  knowledgt;  « 

a  future  world,  by  endeavouring  to  withhold  which  has  even  contributed  a  ain^  aaiM  to  f» 

fit>m  them  the  means  <^'  instruction,   and  by  courage  such  institutiona  after  they  were  sst  ■ 

persecuting  their  instructers.    "  In  Z>emerara  foot  by  the  people  themaelvee.    Knowhslfs  k 

alone  there  are  76,000  immorul  souls  linked  to  simply  permitted  to  be  diffused ;  it  ia  never  ^ 

aable  bodies,  while  there  are  but  S,500  whites ;  rectly  encouraged  ;   its  prograea  is  firefoM^ 

and  yet,  for  the  sake  of  these  three  thousand  obstructed ;  and,  in  some  instancea,  it  is  po^ 

whites,  the  seventy-six  thousand,  with  all  their  tively  interdicted,  as  appears  firom  tfie  folkwi^ 

descendants,  are  to  be  kept  in  ignorance  of  the  barbutMis  edict,  published  in  the  yestf  IMiii-* 

way  of  salvation,  for  no  other  purpose  than  to  '^  A  royal  Sardinian   edict  directa,  that  hsas^ 

procure  a  precarious  fortune  for  a  very  few  indi-  forth  no  person  shall  lean  to  reed  or  write  ela 

viduals  out  of  their  sweat  and  blood."    Is  such  cannot  prove  the  posseeston  of  piopeiQr  skon 

conduct  consistent  with  the  spirit  of  benevolence,  the  value  of  1500  livres,  (or  about  601.  slerli^g^) 

or  even  with  the  common  feelings  of  himianity  ?  The  qualification  for  a  student  is  the  possesMi 

of  an  income  to  the  same  amount."*    Sodi  ■ 

heading,  stranellns,  crucifixion,  drowning,  burning.  ^?  «""  dcierminaUoo  of  many  oftbe  Ungi  i 

roastloK.  hansrlng  by  the  neck,  the  arm.  or  the  leg ;  pnnces  otf^urope  to  bokl  their  8ttb|ecta  in  -" 

starving,  sawing,  exposing  to  wild  beasts,  rending  slavery  and  ignorance ;  and  sudi  is  the  (^ 

asunder  by  horses  drawing  opposite  waj'S .  shoot-  ...^  .l..j^«-„  »f .j  .-.Iv:»:.»,    ck.*  •!.«.  la 

Ing.  burylnff  allvo,  hlowing  fronithe  mouth  of  a  can-  '**«  tendency  of  proud  ambition,  that  they  wfl 

non,  compulsory  deprivation  of  sleep,  rolling  on  a  rather  suffer  their  thrones  to  shake^wid  toliarh^ 

ISVhl  nV^'^^finnTna  "^r^iVni^  1?.X\V'^!^U^^^^^^^  "«»»»» them,  thso  givo  encouragemoBt  to 
by  the  nlis,  poisoning,  pressing  slowly  to  death  by         .   .  j  .      P  i  T?^,*      ^r 

a  weight  laid  on  the  breast :  casting  headlong  from  opinions,  and  to  the  general  aiitUBlOD  01 

a  rock,  tearing  out  the  bowels,  pulling  to  pieces  with  ledge. — But,  instead  of  iUustratinc  ancb 

heart,  Ac.  Ac.  Ac.    Punishments  short  of  death  presentmg  a  few  miscellaneous  ncta,  tswmig  H 

have  been  such  as  the  following.    Pine,  pillory,  im-  corroborate  several  of  the  precedinc  iiislimsiifi 
prisonment.  compulsory  libtmr  at  the  mines,  gal-  .       ;n...#^»«  ik.  »^.i  .*.t«\J«k«  <u,:im^ 

leys,   highways,  or  correction-house:  whipping,  and  to  lUustrate  the  moral  stale  of  the  aviiaH 

bastlnading ;  mutilation  by  cutting  away  the  ears,  world. 

the  nose,  the  tongue,  the  breasts  of  women,  the  foot,  f^^^  •  following    statement,   extraded  fi«i 

the  hand ;  squeezing  the  marrow  from  the  bones  ,,     *   ,  ,  *"'•"''»"»    bwohwov,    "'^^'w^*"   "T 
with  screws  or  wedges,  castration,  putOng  out  the        Neale  s    1  ravels   through  Uermany,  roMBd) 

eyes ;  banishment,  running  the  gauntlet,  drumming,  Moldavia,  and  Turkey,"  exhibita  a  &int  pidsit 

shaving  6ff  the  hair,  burning  on  the  hand  or  fore-  _f  ,u.  _,.,_  -r  «„«. i.   :«    l>#«l..i^        »<  If  «^ 

head;  and  manv  others  of  a  similarnalure.    Could  ^}  the  state  of  morals  m    Poland.      "  U  W» 

the  ingenuity  of  the  inhabitants  of  TopM  have  in.  there  was  a  coimtry , '  says  Mr.  Neale, "  enaa 

Tn^^^l  punishments  more  cruel  and  revolting  t    Has  «  Might  constitutes  right,^  that  country  was  Pf 

any  one  of  these  modes  of  punishment  a  tendency  i     j       •      .     •.        _?.• '    »     rriw       jL  i      jfj 

to  reform  the  criminal,  and  promote  his  happiness  f  '*™»  P"W  *<>  >^  partition.       1  he  moat  drsaflB 

On  the  contrary,  have  they  not  all  a  direct  tendency  oppression,  the  most  execrable  tyranny,  the  iDSit 

to  irritate,  to  harden,  and  to  excite  fceUngs  of  re-  -,-„,rtn  <.p,i«1tiM  «r«rA  Hnilv  Ar«rmaAfl  bv  ik*  ^ 

venge  t    Nothing  shows  t  he  malevolent  dlsiMsltions  ^^^^^  cruelties  wore  daily  exereiaed  Dy  the  b» 

of  a  great  portion  of  the  human  T^u^e,  in  so  striking  bles  upon  the  unfortunate  peasants. — ^Let  V 

alight,  as  the  ounlshments  they  have  inflicted  on  quote  a  few  facts;  they  wiU  apeak  vofaseea.    A 

one  another:   for  these  are  characteristic,  not  of  ^  '  r^— " 

Insulated  hidivldoalB  only,  but  of  natUme,  in  their 

collective  capacity.  •  Hamhoiih  Paper,  j 
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•Bt't  life  wtt  hekl  of  the  ium  vahie  to  a  dep9t  mkaowu  in  oditr  eomitriai  in  Bo* 

r  hit  homed  cattle;  if  hie  lord  ilew  rope." 

s  fined  oalj  100  Polbfa  florins,  or  t/.  The  Ibilowiiif  extract  from  Mr.  HowiMfi^ 
g.  If,  oo  the  other  hand,  a  man  of  '*  Foreign  Seeaee  and  Travefiiag  RecreatioiM/' 
ih  dared  to  raise  his  hand  a^ust  a  will  convej  some  idea  of  the  state  of  morah  in 
leath  was  the  inevitable  punWment. ,  the  island  of  Cuba.  *'  Nothing  can  be  worse,** 
presumed  to  question  the  nobilitj  of  a  sajs  Mr.  H., "  than  the  state  of  society  in  Ha- 
te was  (breed  to  prove  his  assertion,  vana.  The  lower  classes  are  all  alike  dissolute 
aih ;  nay,  if  a  powerful  men  chooe  and  onprindpled.  Assassumttons  are  so  fro- 
aey  to  the  field  of  hia  humbler  nei^  quern  that  they  excite  little  attention;  and  at* 

>  erect  a  landmark  upon  it,  and  if  that  sault  and  robbery  are  matters  of  course,  when  a 
imahied  fi>r  three  days,  the  poor  man  man  passes  alone  and  at  ni|^t  through  a  solitary 
tession.  The  atrocious  cruelties  that  quarter  of  the  town.  Several  assassinatioas 
uUly  exercised,  are  hardly  credible,  take  place  in  the  strsets  every  week."  This  d»» 
caused  his  bounds  to  devour  a  pea-  praved  and  lawless  slataof  things  may  be  ascribed 
a|ip«ied  to  fi'igtoen  hw  horse.  A  to  three  causes:  Um  ineficiency  of  the  poUee; 
d  the  belly  of  one  of  his  subjects  rip-  the  love  of  gaming  and  dissipation  whidi  pro- 

>  thrust  his  feet  into  it,  hoping  thereby  vails  among  the  lower  ordMs ;  and  the  ferity 
of  a  malady  that  had  tormented  him.  with  which  absolution  of  the  greatest  crimss  may 
•  must  infallible  signs  of  a  degmded  be  obuined  firom  the  priests.  In  hd,  tlw  Oa» 
als  in  any  coontiy,  is  the  corrupt  ac^  tbolie  religion,  as  it  now  exists  in  Cuba,  tmalB 
I  of  justice.  As  specimens  of  Polish  to  encourage  rather  than  to  check  vice.  Wa 
.  Neale  mentions  the  case  of  a  mer-  shall  suppose,  fbr  example,  that  a  man  mkas 
"^anaw,  whom  it  cost  1400ducau  to  himself  master  of  100  doUarp  by  robbing  or  hf 
conviction  and  execution  of  two  rob-  murdermg  another ;  and  that  the  church 
id  plundered  him;  and  another  case,  him  absolutioo  for  half  die  sum  thus  law) 
lagrant,  that  of  a  peasant  who  had  obtained ;  it  is  evident  that  be  will  gain  50 
1  anassasfin,  and  who,  on  taking  him  lars  by  the  whole  transaction,  and  think  himself 
oste,  was  coolly  dismissed  with  the  as  innocent  as  he  was  before  he  committed  the 
d  the  corpse  of  the  murdered  person  crime.  No  man  need  mount  the  Havana  seal« 
id  brought  in  his  wagon;  because  he  foM,  whatever  l>e  his  crime,  if  he  has  the  means 
n  docais — the  fee  demanded  by  the  of  ministering  to  the  rapacity  of  the  churdi,  and 
fer  his  interf'rence.— "  During  the  of  bribing  the  civil  authorities.  A  poor  friend* 
anislaus  Poniatowsky,  a  petty  noble  less  criminal  is  executed  in  a  few  days  after  sea- 
ted to  reeign  to  Count  Thitenhsos  tence  is  pronoimced  upon  him  ;  but  a  person  of 
late,  the  Count  invited  him  to  dinner,  wealth  aiid  infl«ience  generally  manages  to  put 
us  of  amicably  adjusting  ihe  affair ;  oflT  capital  punishment  for  a  series  of  years,  and 
the  knight,  in  the  pride  of  his  heart  at  last  get  it  commuted  to  fine  and  imprisoiumt. 
xpected  honour,  assiduously  plied  the  Of  these  depraved  practices,  Mr.  Hewison  states 
Count  despatched  some  hundreds  of  several  striking  examples.— Those  statements  of 
th  axes,  ploughs,  and  wagons,  order-  Mr.  H.  in  reference  to  the  moral  state  of  Cubai 
ige,  which  consisted  only  of  a  few  I  find  corroborated  by  a  short  account  of  this  kU 
Mings,  to  be  pulled  down,  the  mate-  and  in  the  Monthly  Magaxine  for  Mardi,  I6S0| 
I  away,  and  the  plough  to  be  passed  page  ItO.  "  They  act  here  very  firequently 
Kind  which  the  village  had  occupied.  thtMe  sacred  mystories  which  so  deliahtod  onr 
scordmgly  done.  The  nobleman,  on  good  ibrefeihers.  I  liave  witnessed  (says  tha 
Mne  in  ihe  evening,  could  find  neither  writer)  the  triumph  of  the  Aoe  Mvia,  a  tragi* 
>,  nor  village.  The  master  and  his  comedy,  which  closes  with  the  sodden  appear* 
«  alike  bewildered,  and  knew  not  ance,  in  the  midst  of  a  theatre,  of  a  chivalroos 
if  were  dreaming  or  had  lost  the  worthy,  mounted  on  a  real  horse,  shaking  at  tha 
scriniination ;  but  their  surprise  and  end  of  a  knee  the  bloody  head  of  an  infidel, 
deemed  so  truly  humorous,  that  the  This  horrid  exhibition  excited  a  titter  of  enjoy- 
was  delighted  with  the  joke  !*'  How  ment  in  all  the  spectators.  The  iodiss,  in  panien- 
iist  be  the  state  of  moral  feeling,  when  lar,  seemed  to  be  highly  entertained,— oo  feinting 

I  inflicted  upon  felbw-creatures,  and  fits,  no  nervous  attacln.    How  could  a  mere  fio- 

I  tiiey  endure,  become  the  subjects  of  tion  agonixo  tlia  blunt  feelings  of  women,  har- 

ad  derision !— *<  The  morals  of  die  dened  by  thespecUde  of  bull-fights,  and  almost 

olaad,''  says  Mr.  Neale, "  were,  and  every  day  meeting  with  the  deiui  body  of  soma 

be,  nearly  at  the  kmest  point  of  de»  human  being  who  has  been  assassinated  V* 

Female  diastity  is  a  phenomenon ;  There  is  no  sitaation  in  which  human  beiBn 

•la  sex  are  proportionally  profligate,  can  be  placed,  where  we  should  mors  natoraflj 

s,  ^biMQDy,and  sensuality,  prevail  expect  the  manifestatioa  of  beoevoleBtaAoCioBi« 
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Ihan  in  thoMKenei  of  danger  where  all  are  equal-  peoed  in  modem  tiraaa,  Which  ao  atriki^^  A^ 

ly  ezpoeed  to  deep  distrew,  and  where  the  e»-  plays  the  deeperaie  oMUignity  ofhunaD  bwagiia 

erciM  of  lympathy  and  kindnett  ie  the  only  thing  the  midet  of  daagefi  as  the  conduct  of  the  cree 

that  can  alleviate  the  anguith  of   the  mind,  of  the  Medun  Frigate,  while  toasingoB  the  n^ 

When  the  pro«p«ct  of  immediate  death,  or  of  by  which  they  endearonred  to  aava  themailffH^ 

prolonged  agonies  eren  more  dreadful  than  the  after  that  vessel  had  been  shipwrecked.    TV 

simple  pain   of  dinolution,  is  full  befcre   the  Medusa  was  stranded,  in  the  ■aanth  of  JoM^ 

mind,  one  should  think  that  ferocious  di»posi-  1616,  on  the  bank  of  Argois,  near  tba  wistn 

tiuns  would  be  instantly  curbed,  and  kindly  aP  coast  of  Africa.    A  raft  was  hastily  eoHlnielei 

fuci  ions  begin  to  appear.     Yet,  even  in  such  situ-  which  was  but  scantily  supplied  with  provisiOBk 

at  ions,  it  frequently  happens,  that  feelings  of  There  were  6ve  bnate,  which  conlaiBed  in  al 

malevolence  and  revenge,  and  all  the  depraved  about  t40  persons ;   and  upon  the  raft,  there  s» 

passions,  are  roost  powerfully  excited  to  action,  barked  about  150  individuals.     The  boats  poriN^ 

The  following  facts  will  tend  to  illustrate  this  re-  off  in  a  line,  towing  the  raft,  and  aaaoriig  Ae 

mark.    Mr.  Byron  was  shipwrecked,  in  a  vio-  people  on  board  that  they  would  roadnct  Ihsa 

lent  storm  on  the  coast  of  South  America.    A  safely  to  land.  They  had  not  proceadad,  howewr, 

mountainous  sea  broke  over  the  ship ;  she  was  above  two  leagues  from  the  wreck,  whea  tbaj, 

laid  on  her  beam  ends;   darki>ess  surrounded  one  by  one,  cast  off  the  tow  lines,  and  abaadoM^ 

Ihem ;  nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  breakers  all  the  rafl  to  its  fiue.    By  thia  time  the  raft  fcii 

around  ;  and  every  soul  on  board  looked  upon  the  sunk  bebw  the  smfaoe  of  the  water  to  the  difii 

preaent  minute  as  his  last.    *'  So  terrible  was  of  three  feet  and  a  half,  and  the  people  wws  i> 

the  scene  of  ibaming  breakers  around  us,"  says  squeezed  one  against  another,  that  it 

Mr.  B.  **  that  one  of  the  bravest  men  we  had  impoesible  to  nM>ve ;  fore  and  aft  ibey ' 

aould  not  help  expressing  his  dismay  at  it.  saying  the  middle  in  water.    Night  at  length 

k  was  too  shocking  a  sight  to  bear."    Even  in  the  wkxl  fresheaed ;  the  sea  be^n 

this  dreadful  situation,  malif^ant  passions  began  about  midnight  the  weather  beca 

to  appear ;  and,  like  the  dashing  waves  around,  and  the  waves  broke  over  them  in  ( 

tu  rage  with  unbounded  violence.    No  sooner  Tossed  by  the  waves  from  ona  end  to  the  otkv, 

had  the  morning  thrown  a  ray  of  light  over  the  and  sometimes  precipitated  into  the  ssft ;  6Qatii| 

dismal  gloom,  and  a  fiiint  glimpse  of  land  was  between   life  and  death ;  mourning  ovsr  iksir 


perceived,  than  many  of  the  crew  who,  but  a  o^^  misfortunes;  certain  of  perishing,  ysteaS' 

few   minutes  before,  had  nhown  the  strongest  tending  for  the  remains  of  ezistenee  with  ttal 

tigns  of  despair,  and  were  on  their  knees  pray-  cruel  element  which  menaced  to  swallosrthMr 

ing  fbr  mercy,  '<  grew  extremely  riotous,  broke  up— euch  was  their  situation  till  break  ef  d^, 

e|)en  every  chest  and  box  that  was  at  hand,  stove  ^ben  a  dreadful  spectacle  presented  itssUl  Tcs 

in  the  heads  of  casks  of  brandy  and  wine,  and  or  twelve  unhappy  men,  having  their  exttenitisf 

got  so  drunk  that  some  of  them  were  drowned  jammed  between  the  spars  of  the  raft,  had  pcriA- 

on  board,  and  lay  floathig   about  the  decks  for  ^^  >n  that  situation,  and  others  had  been  swcyl 

some  days  after.*'    AAerthe  greater  port,  to  the  away  by  the  violence  of  the  waves.— An  tkk, 

number  of  150  persons,  had  got  to  shore — "  tho  however,  was  nothing   to   the  dreadful 


boatswain  and  some  of  the  people  would  not  which  look  place  the  following  night.    **A1- 

leave  the  ship  so  long  as  there  was  any  liquor  to  ready,"  says  the  narrator,  "  was  the  UMral  chs- 

be  got  at;  they  fell  to  beatin<;  cvrry  thing   to  racter  of  the  people  greatly  djaaged.     A  spirit  of 

pieces  that  came  in  their  way,  and  carrying  their  sedition  spread  from  man  to  man,  and  maiufestfd 

intemperance  to  the  greatest  excess,  broke  open  itself  by  the  must  furious  shouts."    Night  eaiH 

chests  and  cabins  for  plunder  that  could  be  of  no  on  ;  the    heavens    were  ofaecured    with  thick 

Bse  to  them.    So  earnest  were  they  in  this  wan-  clouds ;  the  wnKl  rose,  and  with  it  the  sea ;  ik» 

tonness  of  theft,  that  one  roan  had   evidently  Waves  broke  over  them  every  moment ;  numbsri 

been  murdered  on  account  of  some  division  of  ^^^  swept  away,  and  several  poor  wrefchss 

the  spoil,  or  for  the  sake  of  the  share  that  fell  to  wen  smothered  by  the  pressure  of  tlieircoavadrt. 

him,  having  all  the  marks  of  a  strangled  corpse.'*  Both  soldiers  and  sailors  resolved  to  sooth  their 

The  same  malignant  dispositions  were  displayed,  !»( moments  by  drinking  to  excess ;  they  becasw 

in  numerous  instances,  during  their  abode  on  deafto  the  voice  of  reason;  boldly  declared  ikiir 

the  desolate  and  barren  island  on  which  they  intention  of  murdering  their  officers;  and,esk 

had  been  thrown,  notwithstanding  the  hunger,  ting  the  ropes  which  hekl  the  rafb  togadisr,  oss 

the  rains,  the  cold,   and  the  attacks   of  wild  ofthemseizing  an  axe,  actually  began  the' 


beasts    to  which    they  were  all    equally   ex-     ^1  work.    The  officers  mahed  fetwaid  to  qasl 
poMd.*  the  tumult,  and  the  maa  with  die  batehst  was 


There  is,  perhaps,  no  occurrence  that  has  hap-     the  first  that  fell — the  stroke  of  a 

ed  his  existence.    One  fellow  was  detetftti 


•  Bee  Byron's  "NarraUve  of  the  Low  of  the  Wiger    *?«*^y  <^*»°«  ^  'oP**  and  was  Imi 
KanofWar.'*  tkaown  orerboiid ;  others  dastooyad  iIm 
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S  baidyanii ;  and  the  mtst,  destitute  ofmipport,  there  presented  itself  was  melandioiy  in  the  ex- 

medialelj  feU  on  a  captain   of  iafantry,  and  treme.    The  place,  which  only  a  few  short  hours 

ike  his  thigh  ;  he  was  instantly  seixed  by  the  before  had  been  the  seat  of  kindly  intercourse, 

diers  and  thrown  into  the  sea,  but  was  saved  and  of  social  gayety,  was  now  entirely  deserted, 

the  opposite  party.  About  an  hour  afler  mid-  save  by  a  few  miserable  wroiches,  who  were 

rht  the  insnrrection  burst  forth  anew.     They  either  stretched  in  irrecoverable  intoxication  on 

ihed  upon  the  officers  like  desperate  men,  each  the  floor,  or  prowlinv  about,  like  beasts  of  prey, 

riaj{  a  knife  or  a  sabre  in  his  hand;  and  such  in  search  of  plunder."* 

s  the  fury  of  the  assailants,  that  they  tore  their  The  fo.lewing  is  a  short  description  of  the 

«h,  aod  even  their  clothes  with   their  teeth,  moral  character  of  the  inbabitauts  of  Ctrolina, 

lere  was  no  time  for  hotitatipn  ;  a  general  and  of  one  of  the  amuMemenH  of  a  pe<^le  who 

ughter  took  place,  and  the  raA  wis  strewed  with  boast  of  their  liberty  and  their  civiUzalien, — as 

%.d  bodies.    On  the  return  of  day,  it  was  found  it  \»  (bund  in  "  Morsels  American  Geography.** 

a,  in  the  course  of  tho  preceding  tiij^ht  of  hor-  "  The  citizens  of  North  Carolius  who  are  not 

',  auBty-Jive  of  the  mutineers  had  perished,  and  better  employed,  spend  their  time  in  dvinking,  or 

o  of  the  small  party  attached  te  the  officers,  gaming  at  cards  or  dice,  in  eock-fighting,  or 

third  night  of  horror  approached,  distinguished  horse-racing.    Many  of  the  interludes  are  filled 

tbo  piercing  cries  of  those  whom  hunger  and  up  with  a  boxing  match ;  and  these  matches  fre- 

rsl  devoured  ;  and  the  morning's  sun  showed  qurntly  become  memorable  by  feats  of  gouging, 

!m  a  docen  unfortunate  creatures  stretched  This  deUcate  and  entertaimng  diversion  is  thus 

tieas  on  the  raft.    The  fourth  night  was  mark-  performed :  When  two  boxers  are  worried  with 

by  another  massacre.     Some  Spaniards  and  fighting  and  bruising  each  other,  they  come,  as 

.Hans  conspired  to  throw  the  rest  into  the  sea.  it  is  called,  to  close  quarters^  and  each  endea- 

Spaniard  was  the  first  to  advance  with  a  drawn  vours  to  twist  his  fore-fingers  in  the  ear-locks  of 

ife :  the  sailors  seized  him  and  throw  him  into  his  antagonist.    When  these  are  fast  clenched, 

!«ea.     The  Ttalian  seeing  this,  jumped  over-  the  thumbs  are  extended  each  way  to  the -nose, 

ud ;    tka  rest  were  mastered,  and  order  was  and  the  eyes  gadfy  twined  out  of  their  nockeU, 

tored.    But,  before  the  ship  Argus  came  to'  The  victor,  fur  his  expertness,  reoetvet  thouU  (/ 

lir  relief,  of  the  160  that  embarked  on  the  raft,  applauM  from  the  sporting  throng,  tchiU  hi$  poor 

unhappy  creatures  only  t'emained,  covered  eyelete  ontagoniM  i»  loMghed  at  for  hie  misfortune. 

th  wounds  and  bruises,  droost  naked,  stripped  In  a  country  that  pretends  to  any  degree  of 

their  skin,  shrivelled  with  the  rays  of  the  sun,  civilization,  one  would  hardly  expect  to  find,  a 

lir  eyoa  hnllow,  and   their  criuntenaf>eaa  ■&-  prevailing  custom  of  putting  out  the  eyos  of  each 

^.— -Such  ire  the  dreadful  effects  of  ma%nt-  other.    Yet  this  more  than  barbarous  custom  is 

which  produces  more   sufferings  and  fatal  prevalent  in  both  the  Carol  inas,  and  in  Georgia 

acts,  than  the  most  tremendous  elements  of  among  the  lower  class  of  people.** — *'  Lord, 

ure !  what  is  man  !**  In  a  savage  and  a  civilized  state 

&.  certain  portion  of  the  same  Kpirit  was  laicly  — in  infancy  and  in  manhood — in  his  games  and 

played  by  several  individuals   on    biard  of  diversions — in  the  instructions  by  ^ich  he  is 

Kent  East  Indiaman.    In  the  midst  of  a  trained — in  the  remarks  he  makes  upon  his 

St  violent  gale,  in  the  Bay  of  filscny,  when  neighbours — in  the  sports  and  amusements  in 

sea  was  running  motmtains  high,  this  vessel,  which  he  indulges— in  his  literary  pursuits  and 

itaining  about  (00  persons,  took  fire,  in  cense-  lucubrations — in  his  sy^item    of   rewards  and 
Mice  of  the  spirils  from  a  stoved  ca!<k  having 

nmiiaicated  with  a  lamn  •  anrl  all   limies  of  '  See  a  "  Narrative  of  the  Loss  of  the  Kent  East 

nmunicaiea  wiin  a  lamp  ,  ana  aii  iiepes  oi  x„rtlaman,  by  fire,  In  the  Bay  of  Biscay,  on  the  Ist  of 

sty  became  extmguished,  till  tho.  ship  Cam-  March,  isas,  liy  aPasgenger,"  supposed  to  be  Major 

a,  Captain  C(»ke,  hove  in  sigfrt.      Btit  the  Macgregor— The  humanhy  and  Intrepidity  display- 

V         •      r                 I.'    .    .u      .u  cil,  amidst  the  hcartrendliur  scene  which  this  narra- 

Iger  of  passing  From  one  ship  to  the  other,  in  tlve  describes— by  Capuin  Cobb  of  the  Kent;  by 

Its,  in  such  a  tempestuous  sea,  rendered  the  Messrs.  Thompson,  Fearon,  Macgregor,  and   the 

servation  of  the  passengers  and  crew  in  a  5tl^«J;'!?;*;";^ '^'*  ?^/,?/*^^^^^ 

.     .-,      mr   *^  •     .*.i       /-L     i  Cooke  of  the  Canibrtai,  Ids  crew,  and  the  Cornish 

roe  doubtful.     Yet,  in  the  midst  ofihe  danger,  mlnera-lj*  above  all  praise.    Their  benevolent  and 

alarm  and  the  anguish  which  accompanied  heroic  conduct  at  that  alarming  crisis.  Is  ftir  more 

.  tMmon^mi.  «#.«««   »,.  ..■•  »«u  k«  »).<.  ««..,«  deserving  of  a  public  monument  being  raised  for  lis 

>  tremendous  scone,  we  are  told  by  the  narra-  ^^mmemoratiob,  than  that  of  many  of  our  mllUary 

page  24,  that  *'  it  is  suspected  that  one  or  heroes,  in  honeur  of  whom  so  many  trophies  have 

of  those  who  perished,  must  have  sunk  un-  been  erccte.1.    If  men,  who  have  been  Instrumental 

..          •  L.  ^.u  •          M      .L               •  J-   •  In  destroying  the  lives  and  the  happiness  of  hun- 

tho  weight  Of  their  spoils ;  the  same  indivi-  ^reds  arid  ofthousan.ls,  have  pensions  bestowed  on 

Is  having  been  seen  eagerly  plundering   the  them,  and  arc  exalted  to  pouts  of  honour,  surely 

he  adds:  "Some  lime  atrer  the  shades  of  of  thousands,  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  sink  Into 

It  had  enveloped  us,  I  descended  to  the  cuddy  oblivion,  or  to  pass  unrewarded.    It  Is,  I  peesume, 

»,mm*  «r  .  ki.«,ir>*  f»  .k.w^..  «.  <*.«-.  tk^  in  o***  rcsson  amoog  others,  why  virtue  Is  so  little 

UMt  Of  a  blanket  to  shelter  me  from  the  in-  pracUsed^hat  It  is  seldom  rowanlod^ccenlinglolts 

unng  oaU,  and  the  scene  af  desolauoa  that  nortt 
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pnninhments-— in  his  intercourses  and  contests  to  be  blended  with  the  pore  ppecepU  and  dM  ■ 

with  communities  aud  nations — in  his  comntei^  Uime  doctrines  of  the  Gvocp^.    Bfany  of  in 

cial  transactions — in  his  judicial  administrations  professed  adherents,  oreriooking  Ibe  grud  pn^ 

—in  the  height  of  prosperity — and  in  scenes  of  (ical  bearings  of  the  Chrislian  ajatem,  be|u  tt 

danger,  and  ot'the  dec|>ett  distress,— a  principle  indul(!e  in  vain  speculatiotia  oa  its  nystensa 

of  malignity  is  forever  o|ieraiing  to  destroy  his  doctrines;  to  substitute  a  number  of  uameaoiu 

comforts,  and  to  undermine  the  foundation  of  his  rites  and  ceremonies  in  the  room  of  lore  toGso 

happiness !  and  to  man ;  and  even  to  prosecute  and  desMj 

'i'ht<  above  sketches  niny  I'ufTi-^p,  in  the  mean  ail  those  who  refused  to  submit  to  their  opinioBi 

time,  as  specimens  tif  some  uf  Ute  prominent  dis-  and  decisions.    Pride,  and  a  deaire  of  doauaa* 

pfMitionf  uf  thai  portion  of  the  human  race  who  tion,  usurped  the  place  of  meeknen  and  buai- 

liave  assumed  to  themselves  the  character  of  lity  ;  and  the  fool idi  mummeries  of  monastic n^ 

(ivUized  JuUitrnM.     Ir   will  rviiiJily  be  admitted,  persliiiou,  and   the  austerities  of  the  ABe^Kt, 

by  mom  of  my  readers,  thai  the  dispositions  di»-  were  substituted  in  the  room  of  tbe  active dmifls 

played  in  iho  instances  I   have   M'tected,  are  of  justice  and  benevolence.   Saints  were  deified; 

all  directly  repugnant  to  the  principle  ofbenevo-  tlie  power  of  the  clergy  was  augmented;  edi- 

Inncn  recogniseil  in  the  divine  law,  and  lend  to  bacy  was  extolled';  religious  processiooi  wsn 

undermine  the  happinem  of  intclligeni  beings,  appointed;   pilgrimages  were  undertaken  to  tk 

—I  shall  now  conclude  with  a  very  brief  sketch  tombs  of  the  martyrs;  moaasteriesandmBasncs, 

of  the  conduct  of  Christians,  and  of  Christian  without  number,  were  erected;  prajrers  wersoi^ 

societies  towards  each  other,  and  of  the  leadmg  kred  up  to  departed  aaints ;  the  Virgin  Man 

traits  of  character  which  appear  in  the  religiouf  was  recognised  as  a  species  of  inferior  deity ;  die 

world.  sign  of  the  cross  was  venerated  as  capahls  d 

securing  victory  in  all  kinds  of  trials  and  catuai- 

ties,  and  as  the  surest  defence  agninsC  the  isfliH 

SECTION  IV.  ence  of  malignant  spirits ;  tbe  biriiops  UfM 

after  wMlth,  magnificeooei  and  afileiidour ;  srnis 
in  religion  were  puniriied  with  cirtl  pcnakisiaii 
bodily  tortures ;  and  the  most  violent  diipaltf 

I   have  already  endeavoured  to   show,  that  and  contentions  convulsed  everj  sectioa  oflbi 

Christianity  is  a  religion  of  love ;  that  itn  facts,  Christian  work! ;  while  the  mild  and  bens6csrf 

its  doctrines,  and  its  moral  precepts,  are  all  cat-  virtues  of  the  religion  of  Jesus  were  mther  dii* 

culated  to  promote  "  peace  on  earth,"  and  to  carded,  or  thrown  into  the  shade, 
form  mankind  into  one  afTectionate  and  harmo-        Of  these,  and  similar  dispositions  aiad  (ln^ 

iiious  society.     This  glorious  and  happy  effect,  tices,  details  might  be  exhibited  which  woaU 

in  the  first  instance,  it  actually  produced.     We  fill  many  volumes,  and  which  would  carry  oon> 

are  told,  in  the  hiMory  of  the  A[>ostle8,  that  the  viction  to  every  impartial  mind,  that  tbe  tnie 

multitudes  who  were  converted  to  the  Christian  gloryof  Christianity  was  sadly  tarnished  and  oIk 

ftith,  by  the  powerful  sermons  delivered  by  Peter  scured,  and  its  heavenly  spirit  almost  eztingoii^ 

on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  had  their  malignant  pro-  ed  amidst  the  mass  of  superstitious  observaocsi, 

frensitics   subdued,  and  their  minds  animated  of  vain  speculations,  and  of  angry   feuds  and 

with  an  ardent  affection  (or  each  olher  ;  and,  as  contentions.    Millot,  when  adverting  to  the  stale 

a  practical  proof  of  the  operation  of  this  noble  of  the  Church  in  the  days  (^  Coostantine  tai 

principle,  "  they  had  all  things  common,  and  sold  the  succeeding  emperors,  justly  remarka  :  **  The 

their  possessions  and  goods,  and  parted  them  to  disciples  of  Christ  were  inspired  with  omtul 

all,  as  every  man  had  need."    During  the  early  feuds,  still  more  implacable  and  desinictive thai 

ages  of  Christianity,  a  goodly  portion  of  the  the  factions  which  were  formed  for  or  against 

same  spirit  was  manifested  by  the  greater  part  different  emperors.     The  spirit  of  oontentioB 

of  those  who  had  enrolletl  themselves  as  the  dis-  condemned  by  St.  Paul  became  almost  univeital. 

ciplcs  of  Christ.     Even  in  the  midst  of  the  re-  New  sects  spnmg  up  incessantly,  and  combated 

proaches,  and  the  severe  persecutions  to  which  each  other.     Each  boasted  its  apostles,  gaveitt 

they  were  suhj'^ctod  during  the  two  first  centuries  sophisms  for  divine  oracles,  pretended  to  be  dM 

of  the  Christian  era,  a  meek  and  forgiving  dis-  depository  of  the  faith,  and  used  every  effort  10 

position,  and  a  spirit  of  benevolence  towards  draw  the  multitude  to  its  standard.    Thediiutk 

one  another,  and  towards  all  men,  distinguished  was  filled  with  discord  ;  bishops  anathematised 

them  from  the  heathen  around,  and  constrained  bishops ;  violence  was  called  in  to  the  aid  of  B> 

evnn  their  enemies  to  exclaim, "  liehold  how  these  gument.  and  the  fdly  of  princes  fanned  the  flaiM 

Christians  love  one  another!" — But  no  sooner  which  spread  with  so  destructive  rage.     Tbsj 

was  the  Christian  Church  anuilgamated  with  the  played  the   theologists,  attempted  to  command 

kingdoms  of  this  world,  in  the  reign  of  Constan-  opinions,  and  punished  those  whom  they  conU 

tine,  than  its  native  purity  becnn  to  be  tainted,  not  convince.     The  laws  against  idolalers  were 

and  Pagan  maxinu>|  and  woridly  arobitioo  began  soon  extended  to  heretics ;  but  wfait  one ' 
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proscribed  m  bwetical,  wa4  to  another  aoiinJ  pnn«.    He  enacted  a  law,  condemnmg  to  the 

d«curuio.     What  was  the  cotuequonct)  ?    The  flames  eo'tahu  gemuui  who  married  without  a 

clergy,  whose  influeace   was  already  great  at  special  license  from  tlie  emperor.    He  establish- 

c»ttrt,  aad  sitU  greater  aoKNig  the  people,  began  ed  iiup/uitort  for  the  discovery  of  heretics.     He 

In  with-Jraw  from  the  sovereign  authority  tWat  drove  the  Manicheans^  from  Rome  as  infiunous 

r«-sof«t  which  religion  inspires.     The  popular  persons,  and,  on  their  death, ordered  iheir  goods 

lerm^iits  being  heightened  by  the  anim«isity  of  to  be  disiribated  among  the  people.    Yet,  with 

t  le  clergy,  prince,  country,  law,  and  duty,  were  all  this  reltgious  s/al,  he,  on  one  occasion,  gave 

i.o  liMi^er  regarded.    Men  were  Arians,  Dona-  orders  for  a  universal  massacre  at  Thessalonica, 

ti^^j,    Pri«cUliaaisCs,  Nettorians,  Eutycliians,  because  some  persons  of  distinctioQ  bad  been 

M  inotholtles,  Sic.,  but  no  longer  oitisens;  or  kiKe<i  inasedi.'ion  at  the  time  ef  theraees.  The 

rather,  every  man  became  the  mortal  enemy  of  inhabitants  were  caused  to  assemble  in  the  circus, 

rh->se  cilixcns  whose  opinions  he  condemned.—  uitder  the  pretence  of  an  exhibition  df  games, 

Thi<*  unheard-of  madness,  for  irreconcilable  quar-  and    sJaughtereJ    without    distinction    of  age. 

TdU  Of  I  subjects  that  ought  to  have  been  referre.1  Seven  thousand,  according  to  some,  and  fifteen 

ti>ih«jiHgnRiof  of  the  Church,  never  ffin/edamuitf  thousand  according  to  others,  the  greatest  part 

f -ie  mo»t  Hrtv^ftU  tUtaaUn.     Every  sect  firmed  unquestionably  innocent,  were  thus  sacrificed  to 

a  tlifferent  party  in  the  state,  and  their  mutual  atrocious   revenge.f       Leo,  another  emperor, 

•oimosities  conspired  to  sap  its  foundations.*'*  "  coronanded  every  person  to  be  baptked,  under 

At  the  period  te  which  these  observations  re*  pain  d*  bantshmenl,  and  snade  it  capital  to  relapse 

ier,  it  appears  that  two  erroneous  maxims  gene-  into  idolatry,  after  the  performanoe  of  the  cer^ 

rally  prevailed,  which  tended  tu  undermine  the  mony  ;"  j'ist  as  if  Christians  could  be  made  by 

tn  M-al  system  of  revelation,  and  which  were  pre>  a  forced  baptism,  or  by  a  law  of  the  state.    Sudi 

dactiveofabBost  all  the  tumults,  massacres, and  edicts  clearly  showed,  that,  whatever  zeal  prin- 

dixasters,  which  di^inguished  that  era  of  the  cea  or  the  clergy  might  manifest  in  favour  of  the 

Christian  church.     These  were,  1.  That  reli-  Christian  religion,  they  were  grossly  ignorant  of 

l^ion  ooosists  chiefly  in  the  belief  of  certain  ab-  iis  true  spirit,  and  of  the  means  by  which  its 

iimct  and  inenmprebensible  dogmas,  and  in  the  benevolent  objects  were  to  be  accomplished, 

perf  irnunee  ef  a  multitude  of  external  rites  and  As  a  specimen  of  the  manner  in  which  such 

earamoBies?  and,  2.  That  all  heresies  or  dilfcY-  edicts  were  sometimes  carried  into  effect,  the 

races  (iT  opinion  on  religious  points,  o«(ht  to  be  following  instance  may  be  slated.     Hypatia, 

exf  irpnt«id  by  the  strong  arm  ef  the  civil  power,  dnushter  of  the  celebrated  Geometrician,  Theon 

Than  such  maxims,  ni>thing  can  be  more  renu<>-  ef  Alexaw'lria,  exceeded  her  father  in  learning,  and 

inuK  to  reason,  more  subversive  of  genuine  !«•>-  gave  public   lectures   in  Philosophy,  with   the 

rmlity,  or  more  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  and  jjreatost  applause  ;  nor  was  she  less  admirable 

genius  of  the  Christian  religion.     And   yet,  to  fur  the  purity  of  her  virtue,  joined  to  an  uncom- 

this  very  hour,  they  are  recognised  and  acted  mon    beauty,  and  every  accomplishment  that 

Hpon  by  more  than  three  fourths  of  thti  Christian  could  adorn  human  nature.     But  this  excellent 

world,  i^)twitbstarMling  the  melancholy  examples  woman,  Uamue  the  was  a  Pagan,  trusted  by  the 

which  history  has  furnished  of  their  futility,  and  maciKtrates  and  »u»peeted  to  be  active  against 

Iheir  pernicious  tendency.— The  narrow  limits  St.  Cyril,  the  bishop,  became  an  object  of  dete^ 

to  which  f  am  confined  will  permit  me  to  state  tation  to    the    Christian  multitude.     A  set  of 

«nly  two  or  three  instances  in  reference  to  the  monks  and  desperadoes,  headed  by  a  priest,  seix- 

period  te  which  I  allude.  ed  her  in  the    open  street,  hurried  her  into  a 

Theodosius,  one  of  the  emperors,  who  com-  chnrch,  where  they  stripped  her  naked,  tore  her 

menoed  his  reign  in-  the  year  S79.  and  who  re-  body  with  whips,  cut  her  in  pieces,  and  publicly 

ceived  baptism  during  adan;;«rous  distemper,  in  burned  her  mangled  limbs  in  the  market  placed 

t.Se  second  year  of  it,  professed  great  zeal  in  fu-  St.  Cyril,  who  was  suspected  of  having  fomented 

voor  of  religion.     By  a  law  addressed   to  the  this  tragedy,  had  previously  attacked  the  syna- 

people  of  Constantinople,  hu  enacted,  '-  That  all  Rogues,  and  driven  out  the  Jews;  their  goods 

subjects  shall   profess  the  citholic  fiitli  wi'h  re-  were  pillaged,  and  several  persons  perished  in  the 

ganl  to  the  articles  of  tlie  Trinity ;  and  that  th<*y  tumult.    Such  conduct  plainly  demonstrates  the 

who  do  not  eenlbrm  shall  ignominioosly  be  called  tendency  of  the  human  mind,  in  e^ery  situation, 

heretics,  nntU  they  shall  feel  the  vengeance  of  to  abuse  power  and  authority,  for  the  purposes  of 

God  and  eur  own,  according  as  it  shall  please  persecution  and   revenge;  and  shows  us  what 

Divine  providence  to  inspire  us."    He  declared  false  ideas  the  Christians  of  that  period  must 

•postnies  and  Manicheans  incapable  of  oaakiag  a  have  entertained  of  the  Qod  of  Mercy :  and  how 

wiB,  or  receiving  any  legacy ;  and  having  pro-  .  ».^    ,.   .      .  . .                       .      ^ 

„...*„ J  ,!,,.„  ™«k« «r jLtK  tlwi  rw»,»«l-  tk<xM«kf  The  (llstlncuishing  characteristic  of  the  Manl- 

ooancwi  them  worthy  of  death,  the  people  thought  ^.^^^^^^  ^^^  ^y^  rewgnlslng  the  doctrine  of  two 

thif  bad  a  right  to  kill  them  as  proscribed  per-  tndepenilent  andeternal  principles,  the  one  the  an> 

thor  of  all  leood.  and  the  other  the  anther  ef  all  evti. 
t  Mtnot's  Ancient  History,  vol.  It 

•  WlfCsllsd«aIlliloi7iV«L4  t  IMIet's  Anoitgiei.sol.it 

4r 
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toon  thej  hail  (orgoUen  the  nuffVrinzs  which  tlieir  MDctitv  every  aciion  in  coniiDoa  mad  nmlKfr. 

fathers  had  ao  lately  endured,  under  ihe  reign  of  Hnw  Miblime  and  comforting  the  id«A  it  fifeiil 

the  hearhen  emperors.  the  D* viniiy !      Wl:at  confidenoe   in  his  jiaUn 

AbiHJi  thid  period .  loo,  vain  speculntionp  nboiit  and  intinitf  mercy !  What  encouragemeot  ibr  Ae 

abstruHs  and  inconiprehunsible  subjects,  (K-«>ii|ii<-  cznrci^e  cif  every  virtue !    Where  (ore,  then,  web 

ed  tiie  litleniion  of  iheologian^,  and  enct-ndfred  errors  nnd  excesses  onreligioas  pretences?  It  if 

r<fligiou(s  quarrels  and  disputes,  which  burst  as'm-  because  heresy,  shoolhfu^  up  under  a  ihooaauddi^ 

der  the  buinis  of  affection  and  concord.     A  pl.iy  fir-rent  forms,  ince^anily  startles  the  faith  by  n^ 

uf  words  and  vain  subtleties,  were  iinbsiitutcH  in  tlf-ness  and  KOphistry,by  which  ainaost  the  urbtb 

place  of  clear  coiiceplionst  and  subHtnntiar  know,  mier^y  of  men's  mind^  is  abenrbe6  in  ihe  eoiAcr. 

Mee.  which,  inst^^ad  of  dircclin;;  the  faculiii*s  DUnultrs  engender  hatred ;  from  hatred  sfiriv^ 

uf  the  hiiniin  mind  to  their  proper  objf^is,  tend-  every  excess;  and  virtue,  exhaasred  with  mrdi 

•d  only  to  darlcen  the  lishl  of  reason,  and  to  in-  and  cabals,    loses  her    whole    power."— Hoe 

troduce  the  long  night  of  ignorance  which  soon  hatipy  would  iibe,  and  how  glorious  for  thecanM 

■unceeded.    It  was  a  prevailing  madnexs  among  of  genuine  Christianity,  were  the  pre  seat  gcie* 

llie  Oreek  Uieologians,  who  were  intractable  in  ration  of  Christians  to  profit  bj  the  sad  efpcr^ 

their  opinions, — and  it  is  too  much  the  case  with  ence  of  the  past! 

certain  modem  divines,— to  dispute  about  incom-  As  we  advance  in  the  history  of  the  CbriitiH 

preliensible  mysteries,  to  render  them  more  ob-  church,  through  the  middle  ages^  the  prospsei 

seure  by  their  attempts  to  explain  them,  an  I  per-  apfK*ars  still  more  dark  and  gkxiiny.     The  bania 

petoally  to  revive  the  most  dangerous  conten-  mimi,  at  that  period,  appeared  to  have  lost  i« 

tions.     The  Arians  rejected  the  Divinity  of  the  u^ual  enerey,  and  its  power*  of  diKrimiaatioBi 

Word,  in  order  to  maintain  the  unity  of  Gmd ; —  the  li;f|it  of  reason  seemed  almost  eztiaguiiM; 

the  Nestorians  denied  that  Mary  is  the  mother  sophisms,  an<l   absurdities  c^  all  kinds,  imf 

of  God,  and  gave  two  persons  to  Jes:is  Christ,  gn-eilily  swallowed;  and  snperstitiou  displavd 

to  support  tlio  opinon  of  his  havine  two  natures;  itself  in  n  thousand  diversified  forms.     Mondiitj 

^he  Eutychians,  to  maintain  the  unity  ftf  rho  wa.«  in  a  manner  smothered  under  a  heap  of  esr^ 

person,  confounded  the  two  natures   into  one.  monies  and  arbitrary  observances,  which  aoqsih 

This  heresy  became  divided  into  ten  or  twelve  cd  the  name  of  devotion.      Relics,  pilgrimajcii 

branches  ;  some  of  the  sections  maintaining  that  offerings,  and  pious  legades,  were  thought  oif^ 

Josus  Christ  was  merely  a  phantom,  or  appear-  ble  of  opening  the  gate  of  In^ven  to  the  MMt 

ance  of  flesh,  but  no  real  flesh.     The  Monotluv  wicknd  of  men.     The  virgin  Mary,  and  the  mb 

lires  maintained,  that  there  was  only  ono  ^ ill  in  of  departed    saints,    were  invoked;    spleaM 

Christ,  as  thoy  could  not  conceive  two  free  wills  churches  were  erected  to  their  honour ;  their  a^ 

to  exist  in  the  same  person.     Another  sect  main-  sistancowas  entreated  with  many  ferreol  praysis; 

tnined,  that  the  body  of  Christ  was  ittcornptihlef  whilu  the  mediation  of  Jesus  Christ  was  throaa 

and  that  from  the  moment  of  his  conception,  he  into  the  shade,  and  almost  disregarded.      As 

was  incapable  of  change,  and  of  sti/forinv.  This  irresistible  efficacy  was  attributed  to  the  bones  df 

chimera  Justinian  attempted  to  establish  hy  an  martyrs,  and  to  the  figure  of  the  cross,  in  dtleat* 

odicU     He  banished  the  Patriarch  Eutychius,  ing  the  attempts  of  Satan,  in  removing  all  iorfi 

and  several  other  prelates,  who  op|K>sGd  hi«  spr.-  of  calamities,  and  in  healing  the  diseases  both  of 

timenis;  and  was  proceeding  to  tyrannize  over  the  the  'body  and  of  the  mind.     Works  of  piety  aad 

consciences  of  men  with  more  violence  than  ever,  benevolence  were  viewed  as  consisting  chiefly  ii 

when  death  interposed,  and  transported  him  to  building  and  embellishing  churches  aixi  chapeb; 

another  scene  of  eztstenco. — In  such  vain  and  in  endowing  monasteries;  in  hunting  aAer  tbe 

preposterous  disputes  as  these,  were  the  minds  relics  of  martyrs ;  in  procuring  the  interceastoB  of 

of  profeAed  Christians   occupied,  not  withstand-  saints,  by  rich  oblations ;  in  worshipping  imagef ; 

ing  the  perils  with  which  they  were  then  envi-  in  pilgrimages  to  holy  places;  in  voluntary  acti 

roned.    Councils  were   held,  to  determine  the  of  mortification;   in  solitary  masses;  and  is  i 

orthodox  side  of  a  question;  anathemas  were  variety  of  similar  services,  which  could  easily  be 

thundered  against  those  who  refuse<l  to  acquiesce  reconciled  with  the  commission  of    the  nrnt 

in  their  decisions  ;  princes  interposed  their  au-  abominable  crimes.   So  that  the  worsliip  of "  tks 

thority,  and  the  civil  sword  was  unsheathed  to  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,**  wis 

compel  men  to  believe  what  they  could  not  un-  exchanged  for  the  worship  of  bones,  hair,  fhf> 

derstand ;— while  the  substantial  tniths  d*  reli-  ments  of  fingers  and  toes,  tattered  rags,  images  </ 

gion  were  overlooked,  and  its  morality  disregard-  saints,  and  bits  of  rotten  wood,  supposed  to  bs 

ed. — "Religion,"    says    Miilot,    "  inspires  us  the  relics  of  the  cross.    The  dubbing  (^saints 

with  a  contempt  of  earthly  vanities,  a  detestation  became  a  fruitful  source  of  frauds   and  abuNS 

of  vice,  and  indulgence  for  ih^frailties  of  our  throughout  the  Christian  world ;  lying  woadm 

neighbour ;  invincible  patience  m  misfortunes,  were  invented,  and  frbulons  historias  composid, 

and  compassion  for  the  unhappy ;  it  inspires  ns  to  celebrate  exptoits  that  were  never  pufamrit 

witk  charity  and  hcr^  coarage;  and  mdi  to  and  Co  gkrifj  p«mm  that  new  kad  «  bdif « 
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•Ota  the  greatest  crimes  could  et-  which  was  principiliy  designed  to  bless,  was  rooi»t 

i,  either  by  penance,  or  by  money,  frequently  employed  in  eurting.    Ezcommunica* 

N-iociple,  ihat  Religion  consists  in  lion  was  made  the  insiruinent  of  damning',  instead 

,  produced  ihe  roost  extravagant  of  savfnf  immIs,  and  was  inflicted  according  lo  tho 

tain  devotees,  and  reputed  saints,  dictates  of  policy  or  of  revenge."    The  great 

long  the  wild   beasts;  they  ran  ami  the  noble,  and  even  kings  and  emperors,  were 

lie  lonely  deserts,  with  a  furious  excommunicated,  when  it  was  designed  to  rob,  or 

I  all  the  agitations  of  madness  and  to  enslave    them;  and   this  invisible  engine* 

"olonged  their  wretched  lives,  by  which  thuy  wielded  with  a  powerful  and  a  sove- 

erbs ;  avoided  iho  sight  and  con-  reign  hand,  was  used  to  foment  dissensions  be- 

n,  and  remained  almost  motion-  tween  the  nearest  relatives,  and  to  kindle  the 

years,  exposed  to  the  rigour  and  most  bloody  wars.   The  generality  of  priests  and 

le  seasons ;— and  all  this  was  con-  monks  kept  wives  and  concubines,  without  shame 

icceptabic  method  (*f  worshipping  or  scruple,  and  even  the  papal   throne  was  the 

'attaining  a  share  in  his  favour.—  seat  of  debauchery  and  vice.    The  pocsessioot  of 

instances  of  superstitious  frenzy,  the  church  were  either  sdd  to  the  highest  bidder, 

1  those  times,  none  was  hekl  in  or  turned  into  a  patrimony  for  tbe  bastards  oTiIm 

)n  than  that  of  a  certain  order  of  incumbents.    Marriages,  wills,  eonlracta,  the  in- 

ned  the  name  of  PiUar  atuntM.  lerests  of  families  and  of  courts,  tbe  state  oftha 

sons  of  a  most  singular  and  extra-  living  and  the  dead,  were  all  converted  into  in- 

oind,  who  stood  motionless  on  the  struments  for  promoting  tlwir  credit,  and  increas- 

xpressly  raised  for  this  exercise  of  ing  their  riches.    It  was,  therefore,  a  necesn- 

and  remained  there  for  several  ry  result  from  such  a  state  of  things,  that  vices  of 

le  admiration  and  applause  of  a  every  description  abounded,  that  morals  were 

dering   populace.     This  strange  ruined,  and  that  the  benevolence  of  the  divine 

iclice  b«t{an  in  the  6fih  century,  law  was  trampled  uiKier  foot, 

in  the  East  for  more  than  six  The  theohgical  ipeeu/o^sons  in  which  they  i»- 

-To  the  same  principle  are  to  be  dulged,  corresponded  to  the  degrading  practices 

jvolting  practices  of  the  Ftagd'  to  whirh  I  b  ive  adverted,  aini  tend^  lo  with- 

matics  who  chastised  themselves  draw  ths  mind  firomthesubstantial  realities  both  of 

public  places.    Numbers  of  per-  science  and  of  religion.  Sophisms  and  fiilsehoods 

icription,  of  all  a^jes  and  sexes,  were  held  forth  as  demonstrations.    They  at* 

s,  walking  two  by  two,  with  their  templed  to  argne  aflcr  they  had  lost  the  rules  of 

which  they  whipped  till  the  blood  common  sense.     Tho  cultivation  of  letters  was 

amlets ;  in  order  to  obtain  mercy  neglected ;  eloquence  consisted  in  futile  decla- 

ippcase  his  indignation  against  mations ;  and  phibsophy  was  lost  in  the  abyss 

of  the  age.    They  held,  among  of  sfcholastic  and  sophistical  thetdogy.    "  They 

it  flagellation  was  of  equal  virtue  attempted  to  penetrate  into  mysteries,  and  lo  de- 

md  the  other  sdcraments  ;  that  cide  questions  which  the  limited  faculties  of  the 

if  all  sins  was  to  be  obtained  by  human  mind  are  unable  to  comprehend  or  to 

uerits  of  Jesus  Christ ;  that  the  resolve  ;'*  and  such  vain  speculations  they  endea« 

It  was  soon  to  be  aboliiriiod,  and  voured  to  incorporate  into  the  system  of  religion, 

snjoiiiing  the  baptism  of  blood,  lo  and  to  render  iheology  a  subject  of  metaphysical 

by  whipping,  wss  to  be  substi-  refinement,  and  of  endless  controversy.    A  falsa 

B.  logic  was   introduced,   which  subtilized    upon 

r  pouoer  eon/erred  on  the  minitten  vwrds,  but  gave  no  idea  of  Ihmgt ;  which  em- 

Jiother  source  of  immorality  and  ployed  itself  in  nice   imd   refined   distinctions 

xcesses.     The  pope  and  the  cler-  concernitig  objects  and  operations  which  lie  bs- 

mankind  without  control,  and  yond  the  reach  of  human  understanding,  which 

s  masters  ofahuust  all  tho  wealth  confounded  every  thing  by  attempting  to  analyze 

y  in  Europe.     They  were  im-  every  thing,  and  which  opened  an  arena  for  men 

les  of  the  deepest  dye  ;  and  the  of  fiery  zeal  to  kindle  the  flame  of  controversy, 

themselves  able  to  purchase  the  and  to  give  birth  to  numerous  heresies.    Tbs 

■ins  for  money,  followed  the  ex-  following  are  a  few  instances,  out  of  many,  which 

pastors   without  remorse.    The  might  be  produced,  of  the  questions  aixl  cootro- 

entions,  animosities,  and  haired,  versies  which  occupied  the  attention  of  bishops 

he  different  orders  of  monks,  and  and  seraphical  doctors,  and  gave  rise  to  furious 

irgy  of  all  ranks   and  degrees,  contentions :— Whether  the  conception  of  the 

secrating  ecclesiastical  censures  Blessed  Virgin  was   immaculate  ?     Whether 

al  purposes,  they  converted  them  Mary  should  be  denominated  the  Mother  of  God, 

r  defending  their  privileges,  and  or  the  Mother  of  Christ  1    Whether  the  braad 

r  prMensioiit.    The  priesthood,  tod  wine  taed  So  tho  •oehwifC  mn  difwtidT 
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In  what  mann«r  ihe  will  of  Chrin  operated,  and 
whether  ho  had  one  will  w  two/  Whether  the 
Huly  GhcMt  proceeded  frtim  the  Father  and  Son, 
or  only  from  the  Father  ?  Wlieiher  !eavened  or 
unleavened  brea<l  ought  tu  be  used  in  the  euclia- 
riat  ?  Whether  souls  in  iheir  inicnnediaieftate 
lee  God,  or  only  (he  human  nature  of  Christ  7 
It  wa»  disputed  between  the  I>>minicans  and  the 
Franciscans,  IfAe/Aer  Chrinlkafi  any  propertjf '/ 
The  Pope  pronounced  (he  negative  pro[KM>iiion  to 
be  a  pestilential  and  hla«phi-moiu  doctrine,  aiib- 
verAivu  of  caih<iUc  faith.  Many  councils  were 
held  at  Constant inofile,  to  determine  what  v)rt  of 
lt;;ht  it  was  the  disciples  saw  on  Mount  Tabor : 
it  was  solemnly  pronounced  to  be  Uie  eternal  light 
with  which  Gud  is  encircled  ;  and  which  may  be 
termed  his  energy  or  operation,  but  is  distinct 
from  his  nature  and  essence.  The  disputes 
respecting  the  real  presence  of  Christ  in  the 
eucharist,  led  lo  iliis  absurd  concluftion,  which 
came  to  be  universally  admitted — *'  That  the 
•ubstance  of  the  bread  and  wine  used  in  that 
ordinance  is  chani>ed  into  the  real  body  and  blond 
4«f  Christ  ;*'  and  coiifiH{uent1y,  wlien  a  man  eats 
what  has  ihe  apfiearaiice  of  a  wafer,  he  n;ally 
and  truly  cit*  the  bofiif  awl  hloody  the  bouI  and 
divinity  ofjenx  Christ ;  and  when  he  afterwanis 
drinks  what  has  tho  appearance  of  wine,  he 
drinks  the  very  same  body  and  blood,  soul  and 
divinity,  which,  perhaps,  not  a  minute  before,  he 
had  whrdly  andentirehf  eaten  ! — At  the  period  to 
which  (  now  allude,  the  authmtidty  of  a  su»peet- 
td  reHe  was  proved  by  bulls— councils  assembled 
and  deridt<d  upon  the  aiiih<iri<y  of  forged  ants 
with  rfj^rd  to  the  antiquity  of  a  muniy  or  the 
place  where  \v\*  body  was  defMMiited  ;  and  a  bold 
iiiipos'.or  needed  only  lo  open  lii^  mouth,  lo  (ler- 
suade  the  mtiliiiudo  to  believe  whatever  he 
pleaded.  To  feed  upon  animals  strangled  or  un- 
clean, to  eai  tleifh  on  Tuesday,  e){gs  and  cheese 
on  Friday,  to  fast  on  Saturday,  or  to  use  unleavon- 
e<l  bread  in  the  service  of  the  mas* — were,  by 
tome,  considered  as  indispensable  duties,  and  hy 
others,  as  vile  abominations.  In  short,  the  his- 
t'Mry  of  this  period  is  a  reproach  ti  the  human 
unilerstandins  ;  an  insult  offered  to  the  majesty  f>f 
reai>on  and  of  science,  and  a  libel  on  the  benevo- 
lent spirit  which  breathes  through  tlte  whole  of 
the  Christian  system.* 

•  An  a  slrikln?  Instance  of  the  folly  ami  imbecility 
r.rthelniinan  mlnJ  at  this  ponoil,  it  maybe  noticed, 
that  hi  several  churches  In  Franco  they  celebrated  a 
festlT.il  In  commemoration  of  the  Vlrsrln  Mary's 
flight  Into  E^lit.  which  was  callcil  the  Fra^t  of  the 
ns^.  A  younsr  eirl  richly  dres^eil,  with  a  chllil  in  her 
arms,  was  set  iipon  an  ass  richly  cafiarlsoned.  The 
as^  was  led  to  the  altar  in  solemn  iirocession.  Hij;h 
mass  was  said  with  preat  i»onip.  The  ass  was  laught 
in  kni?cl  at  pro|H?!r  places  ;  a  hymn,  no  less  childish 
than  impious,  was  sung  in  his  pralKO  :  and  when 
the  ceremony  was  ended,  the  priest,  instead  of  the 
usual  wonls  with  which  he  dismissed  the  people. 
Grayed  t/ir*x  ttmee  like  an  a»9,  and  the  people,  UMtead 
•ftte  ntual  response^*  We  hless  the  Lord,"  knifed 
mumv.  TMtiMlcoIottaoeifnionjrwaf 


Nothing  can  be  eooeeiT«d  more  diradly  t 
nant  to  the  benevolence  which  tlia  rdigioi  it 
Jleaus  inculcates,  than  the  temper  and  eonductfll 
tho^e  who  arrogated  to  themaelvea  the  diaradv 
of  being  God*s  vicegerents  on  earth,  and  wboir 
aumed'the  supreme  direction  and  ooatrel  of  ihi 
Christian  churr4i.  In  per»oDS  who  laid  claia  M 
functions  so  sacred  and  divine,  it  might  kiff 
been  expected,  that  the  appearance  at  least,  if 
piety,  humility,  and  benevolence,  woold  hm 
been  exhibited  before  the  eyes  of  the  ChrieiM 
world.  But  the  history  of  the  popes  and  tkni 
•atellitea,  displays  almost  every  thing  wUck  ii 
directly  opposed  lo  such  heaTnily  Tirtoet.  TVir 
avarice,  extortion,  and  licentiousness,  becsBC  t^ 
tolerable  and  excessive  almost  to  a  preiwk 
To  extend  their  power  over  the  kin|{dons  of  All 
world,  to  increase  their  wealth  and  revenasiili 
live  in  opulence  and  splendour,  to  humhle  kia|i^ 
to  alienate  the  affections  of  tfmir  sabieoi,  ui 


not  a  mere  fitrctcal  entertainment;  but  mmaetffit 
TTiinu,  performed  by  tbe  ministers  of  reltrton*  ui 
Iry  the  avthtiritv  f^  the.  dbwrrA.— Robertson's  B» 
tory  of  Charles  V.  vol.  I.  —In  accordance  with  sod 
ceremonies  were  the  ideas  which  prevailed  of  ttt 
foolish  ()iiaIiflc:itlons  reeuisite  to  constitute  a  (oti 
(^hrlMian.  "  He  is  a  cooti  Christian."  saysSLElor,! 
canonlKed  saint  of  the  Ronilsh  church.  "  wlioroBM 
frrqucntly  to  church :  who  presents  the  oMatM 
offered  to  GtWI  u|Kin  the  altar;  who  doth  nottuHtf 
the  fruits  of  his  own  industry  until  he  las  teut 
crated  a  part  of  them  to  God ;  wlio  when  Ihe  1H|F 
festiv-.ilsapi>roarh,  livescbastely  even  with  his  osi 
wife  duriii::  several  days,  that  with  a  saferonflcicaii 
ho  may  draw  near  to  the  altar  of  God;  ami  who,  li 
the  last  place,  can  repeat  the  Creed  and  the  Lnifb 
praver.  Retioeni.  then,  your  souls  ftom  destmrtieei 
while  >'ou  have  the  means  in  vour  power;  oflbrpR* 
scnts  Hnd  tithes  to  churchmen :  come  more  fireoDtst* 
ly  10  church;  humbly  implore  the  patronafc  iv  tfee 
saints:  fot  if  you  observe  thcite  tliinKs,  you  ia»r 
come  with  security  in  the  day  t»f  retribution  totli 
triliunal  of  the  efonial  Judse,  and  unj,  'Give  ton 
O  Lnrl.  for  wr  havt-  clven  luitothee.'"'— Here  wehaw 
an  ample  de-5criptlnn  of  a  go«l  Christian,  inwW* 
there  Is  not  the  lc:ist  mention  of  the  love  of  God.il 
rcsitfnatton  to  his  will.  obe<1ience  to  his  laws,  Ofsi 
justice,  licnevolcnce,  or  charily  towanls  men.— i» 
ehfhn'i  Cfitirrh  Uietory. 

Tl»«:  fo'lowine  arc  the  terms  In  which  TWielasI 
his  associates  describe  the  l>eacflt  of  in^tUf*"^ 
aliftut  the  beginning  of  the  iBlh  century,  a  Utito  fcr 
fore  the  era  of  the  reformation.  "  If  any  Tnan,"  vU 
they.  •*  purchase  letters  of  Indalccnce.  his  SMii  mu 
rest  secure  with  respect  to  its  saJv:itlon.  Thcssas 
confiiuii  in  p\imlory.  for  whose  roderoptinn  ind•^ 
pencos  arc  purchase  I.  as  soon  as  the  money  llnklii 
In  the  chest.  Instantly  escape  from  that  phure  rft«r 
mem,  an.l  ascend  into  heaven.  The  eflUcacy  of  ia- 
lUilcenccs  wf-rc  so  preat.  that  the  most  lieluoas  fiis. 
even  if  one  slsould  violate  (wliich  was  imfm»»i^ 
the  M(»thcr  of  God,  would  he  remitted  and  expUM 
by  them,  and  the  jjerson  be  free  both  from  pnnin* 
nienl  and  pullt.  That  this  was  the  nnspeakabiept 
of  Go«l,  in  order  to  reconcile  men  to  himself.  Tw 
the  cross  erected  by  the  preachers  of  tndulRiiFA 
was  as  efficacious  as  the  cross  of  Christ  It^eK  Lo- 
the  hea%-cns  are  open.  If  you  enter  not  now,  whia 
will  you  enter  ?  For  twelve  pence  yon  may  ivdaea 
the  soul  <»f  vour  father  out  of  purgatory :  andaiefM 
so  uncnitchil  that  you  will  not  rescue  your  pan* 
from  torment  ?  if  jroa  had  but  one  coat,  yoooofM  is 
strip  yourself  Instantly  «nd  aell  It,  in  order  to  pit 
chase  such  beneftSi**  *c— Jtsler«sen*«  Chmm  r 
veLtL 
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iot  in  the  lap  oTluzary  and  debauchery,  seem*  discipline  or  provisions,  marched  in  wild  confn* 

0  be  the  great  objects  of  their  ambition.  In-  sion  through  the  eastern  parts  of  Europe,  and,  at 
id  of  acting  as  the  heralds  of  mercy,  and  the  every  step  of  their  progress,  committed  the  most 
isters  of  peace,  they  thundered  anathemas  dreadfiii  outrages.  So  inveterate  was  their  zeal 
inst  all  who  call«i  in  question  theii  authority,  against  the  Jews,  wherever  they  were  found,  that 
lied  the  flames  of  discord  and  of  civil  wars,  many  of  those  unfortunate  beings,  both  men  and 
led  sobjects  against  their  sovereigns,  led  forth  women,  murdered  their  own  children,  in  the 
tile  armies  to  the  battle,  and  filled   Europe  midst  of  the  despair  to  which  they  were  driven 

1  confusion,  devastation,  and  carnage.  In-  bylhese  infiiriated  madmen  ;  and  when  they  ar- 
id of  applying  the  mild  precepts  of  Christi-'  rived  at  Jerusalem,  and  had  taken  that  city  by  as- 
y,  and  interposing  the  authority  they  had  ao-  sault,  they  suffered  none  of  the  infidels  to  escape 
■ed  fir  reconciling  enemies,  and  subduing  the  the  slaughter.  Such  was  the  way  in  which  the 
omies  of  rival  mooarchs,  they  delighted  to  successors  of  the  Apostle  Peter  displayed  their 
eo  the  breach  of  friendship,  and  to  fan  the  general  benevolence,  and  their  love  to  the  souls 
le  of  animosity  and  discord.    Dr.  Robertson,  and  bodies  of  men. 

m  adverting  to  the  personal  jealousies  of  The  establishment  of  the  JnqmnHorij  is  ano- 

ncis  I.  and  Charles  V.  remarks,  *'  If  it  had  ther  mode  in  which  the  tyranny  and  cruelty  of 

1  in  the  power  of  the  Pope  to  engage  them  in  the  Romish  church  has  been  displayed.    This 

ilities,  withoat  rendering liombardy  the  the-,  court  was  founded  in  the  ISth  cantury,  by  Fa- 

of  war,  nothing  would  have  been  more  agree-  ther  Dominic,  and  his  followers,  who  were  sent 

t  to  him  than  to  see  them  waste  each  other's  by  Pope  Innocent  III.  with  orders  to  ezcite  the 

ngth  in  endless  quareb.'**  The  Son  of  man  Catholic  princes  an:l  people  to  extirpate  heretics, 

e  into  the  worki,  not  to  destroy  men's  lives,  It  is  scarcely  possible  to  conceive  any  institution 

to  9am  them;  but,  in  such  instances,  we  be-  more  directly  opposed  to  the  dictates  of  justice 

his  pretended  vicars,  preparmg  and  arrang-  and  humanity,  to  the  genius  of  Christianity,  and 
the  elements  of  discord,  laying  a  train  for  the  to  the  meekness  and  gentleness  of  Christ,  than 
mctioo  of  thousands  aiad  tens  of  thousandsi  this  infernal  tribunal.  The  proceedings  against 
taking  a  diabolical  delight  in  contemplating  the  unhappy  victims  of  this  court,  are  conducted 
(bads,  the  massacres,  and  the  miseries  which  with  the  greatest  secrecy.  The  person  granted 
r  infernat  policy  had  created.  The  decrees  them  as  counsel  is  not  permitted  to  converse 
M  papd  throne,  instead  of  breathing  the  mild*  with  them,  except  in  the  presence  of  the  Inqui- 
>aiid  benevolence  of  Jeinis,  became  thunder-  sitors;  and,  when  they  communicate  the  evi- 
cnrses,  and  sanguinary  laws,  and  a  ^et  of  dence  to  the  accused  persons,  they  cca^fuify  eon- 
tie  enthusiasts,  or  a  lawless  banditti,  were  eeal/rom  them  the  namee  of  the  mahm-a.  The 
neatly  appointed  to  e^rry  them  into  effect.  prisoners  are  kept  for  a  long  time,  till  they  them- 
oi  contented  with  the  insurrections  and  the de-  selves,  through  tho  application  of  the  tortvre, 
lions  they  had  produced  among  the  European  turn  their  own  accusers ;  for  they  are  neither 
MS,  they  planned  an  expedition  for  the  pur-  told  their  crime,  nor  confronted  with  witnesses. 

of  massacring  the  inhabitants  of  Asia,  and  When  there  is  no  shadow  of  proof  against  the 

jging  their  coimtry.    Urban  II.  about  A.  D.  pretended  criminal,  he  is  discharged,  after  suP> 

»,  travelled  (i'om  province  to  province,  levying  fering  the  most  cruel  tortures,  a  tedious  and 

;m,  even  without  the  consent  of  their  princes ;  dreadful  imprisonment,  and  the  kiss  of  the  greatest 

ehiof  up  the  doctrine  of"  destruction  to  the  part  of  his  effects.    When  he  is  convicted  and 

elv ;"  and  commanding  the  people,  in  the  condemned,  he  is  led  in  procession,  with  other 

e  of  God,  to  join  in  the  holy  war.    St.  Ber-  unfortunate  beings,  on  the  festival  of  the  AtUo  da 

ran  from  town  to  town  haranguing  the  muU  fe^  to  the  place  of  execution.     He  is  clothed  with 

l«,  performing  pretended  miracles,  and  indue-  a  garment,  painted  with  flames,  and  with  his 

kU  ranks,  from  the  emperor  to  the  peasant,  to  own  figure,  surrounded  with  dogs,  serpents,  and 

1  themselves  under  the  banners  of  the  cross,  devils,  all  open-mouthed,  as  if  ready  to  devour 

ir  the  Hermit,  a  man  of  a  hideous  figure  and  him.     Such  of  the  prisoners  as  declare  that  they 

ety  covered  with  rags,  walking    barefooted,  die  in  the  communion  of  the  church  of  Rome, 

•peaking  as  a  prophet,  inspired  the  people  are  first  strangled,  and  then  burned  to  ashes. 

f  where  with  an  enthusiasm  similar  to  his  Those  who  die  in  any  other  faith,  are  burned 

.     Thousands  of  wicked  and  abandoned  de-  alive.     The  priests  tell  them,  that  they  leave 

liees  were  thus  collected ;  bishops,  priests,  them  to  the  devil,  who  is  standing  at  their  elbow, 

ks,  women  and  children,  were  all  enrolled  in  to  receive  their  souls,  and  carry  them^  with  him 

Moly  army.    A  plenary  absolution  of  ail  their  into  the  flames  of  hell.    Flaming  furzes,  fiuten- 

was  promised :  and  if  they  died  in  the  con-  ed  to  long  polos,  are  then  thrust  against  their 

thay  were  assured  of  a  crown  of  martyrdom  faces,  till  their  &ces  are  burned  to  a  coal,  which 

•  worid  to  come.   With  hearts  burning  with  is  accompanied  with  the  loudest  acclamations  of 

aad  revenge,  this  army  of  banditti,  without  joy,  among  the   thousands  of  spectators.    At 

*  Rol»eTtson'sCbaries  y.  voL  II.  last  fire  is  set  to  the  furze  at  the  bottom  of  the 
32 
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stake,  Offer  wbidi  the  crtmiaalf  mre  chained  lo 
higfi,  that  the  top  of  the  flame  leldoin  raachea 
higher  than  the  seat  they  ait  oo ;  ao  that  they 
■eem  to  be  natUd  rather  than  btv ned.  There 
ouaoi  he  a  more  lamentable  spectacle  ;  the  sut 
forers  continnally  cry  out,  while  they  are  able, 
"  Pity,  (or  the  love  oTGod  ;'*  yet  it  is  beheld  by 
all  seies  and  ages,  with  transports  of  joy  and 
satis&ctioo  ;  and  even  the  monarch,  surrounded 
by  his  courtiers,  has  sometimes  graced  the  scene 
with  his  presence,  imagining  that  he  was  per- 
forming an  act  highly  acceptable  to  the  Deity !  !* 
And  what  are  the  heinous  crimes  for  whidi 
auch  dreadful  punishments  are  prepared  7  Per- 
haps nothing  nK»re  than  reading  a  book  which 
has  been  denounced  as  hervtioU  by  the  holy 
tiffice,  such  u  "  Raynal*s  History  oTlhe  Indies,** 
v-«ssuming  the  title  of  a  freemason — irritating 
«  priest  or  mendicant  friar— uttering  the  Ian- 
goage  o(  freethinkers  declaiming  against  the 
celibacy  of  the  clergy— insinuating  hints  or  sus- 
picions respecting  their  amours  and  debauche- 
rits  or  throwing  out  a  joke  to  the  dishonour  of 
the  Virgin  Mary,t— or,  at  most,  hokiing  the 
■entiments  of  a  Mahometan,  of  a  Jew,  or  the 
foUowera  ofCalvin  or  Lather.  In  the  year  172S, 
tiie  Inqnisitioa  discovered  a  family  of  Moon  at 
Grenada,  peaceably  employed  in  manufacturing 
silks,  and  poasessiag  superior  skill  in  the  eier- 
cise  of  this  pr<^ession.  The  ancient  laws,  sup- 
posed to  have  fallen  into  disuse,  were  enforced 
in  all  their  rigour,  and  the  wretehed  family  toof 
hwnt  idxo%,\  On  the  entry  of  the  French  into 
Toledo,  during  the  late  Peninsular  war,  General 
Lasalle  visited  the  palace  of  the  Inquisition. 
The  great  number  of  instruments  of  torture, 
especially  the  instruments  to  stretch  the  limbs, 
and  the  drop-baths,  which  cause  a  lingering 
death,  excited  horror,  even  in  the  minds  of  sol- 
diers hardened  in  the  field  of  battle.  One  of 
these  instrumenUi,  singular  in  its  kind  for  refined 
torture,  and  disgraceful  to  humanity  and  religion, 
deserves  particular  description.  In  a  subterra- 
neous vault  adjoining  to  the  audience  chamber, 
stood,  in  a  recess  in  the  wall,  a  wooden  statue 
made  by  tlie  hands  of  monks,  representing  the 
Virgin  Mary.  A  giUed  glory  beamed  round  her 
head,  and  she  heki  a  standard  in  her  right  hand. 
Notwithstanding  the  ami)lo  folds  of  the  silk  gar- 
ment which  fell  from  her  shoulders  oo  both  sides, 
it  appeared  that  she  wore  a  breastplate ;  and, 

*  See  Eney.  Brit.  Art  Actof  faith,  and  InquitUion^ 
and  Bourffnlne*s  "  Mo<lem  state  of  Spain,"  Vol.  I. 
The  "  Instnictfonii  for  the  office  of  the  holy  Inquisl* 
tion  Klvon  at  Tolkia  In  1561 ,"  ui  ly  be  Keen  In  the  Ap- 
|w9Nfteto"Peyron'ftR!isay8  onR|>aln.'  which  forms 
the  fourth  volume  of  Bourgolits's  wonc. 

tThe  Chevalier  de  St.  GcrvaH,  was  imprisoned  in 
the  Inquisition  on  the  following;  occaj«ion.— A  men- 
dicant having  come  to  his  cliamher,  with  a  purse, 
liee^ed  him  to  rontrihute  something  for  the  lights 
or  tapers  to  tie  lighted  in  honour  o(^  the  Virgin,  ho 
replied,  '*  Uy  good  father,  the  Virgin  has  no  need  of 
lights,  she  need  only  go  to  bed  at  an  earlier  hour." 

J  Bouifving*s  State  of  Spain,  Vol.  L  p.  tis. 


upona  doaer  enmiaatioB,  it  was  fbuDd,  tfail  Al 
whole  front  of  the  body  was  covered  with 
tremely  aharp  nails,  and  amall  daggers,  or  bUb' 
of  knivea,  with  the  points  proiecting  ootwai^ 
The  arms  and  handa  had  joints,  aad  tbeir  ar  |^ 
tions  were  direeted  by  mariiinmy,  placed  bsbal 
the  partition.    One  of  the  servants  of  the  Utfk 
sition  was  ordeied  to  make  the 
noBuvre.    As  the  statue  citended  its 
gradually  drew  them  back,  aa  if  ahe  would 
tionately  embrace,  and  presa  aoaie  one  to  hr 
heart,  the  well-filled  knapsack  of  a  Polish  graa^ 
dier  supplied  for  this  time  the  place  of  the  pm 
victim.  The  statae  pressed  it  ckMer  and  cIom^ 
and  when  the  director  of  the  marhtnery  madsH 
open  its  arms  and  return  to  its  first  positioo,  Ihs 
knapsack  was  pim'oed  two  or  ihres  iacbes  desf^ 
and  remained  hanging  upon  the  nails  and  d^^ 
gers  of  the  murderous  instrument. 

This  infamotis  tribunal  is  said  to  have  csnssf, 
between  the  yean  1481  and  1759, 54.658  pv- 
sons  to  be  burnt  alive ;  and  between  1481  aai 
1808,  to  have  sentenced  S88,S14  to  the  gaDeya, 
or  to  perpetual  imprisonment.*  In  the  Aatt  d 
Toledo,  in  Febniary,  1501,  67  women  were  de- 
livered over  to  the  Barnes  for  Jewish  practiosSi 
The  same  punishment  was  inflicted  on  900  fe^ 
males  fi)r  being  isilefess,  in  the  Dutchy  of  Lor> 
raine,  by  one  Inquisitor  alone.  Under  this  a^ 
cusation,  upwards  of  thirty  tkou9and  iseaKs  have 
perished  by  the  hands  of  the  InquisiUoo.j  Tor- 
quemada,  that  infernal  inquisitor  of  Spiin, 
brought  into  the  Inquisition,  in  the  space  of  14 
yearn,  BO  fewer  than  90,000  persons ;  of  whom 
6000  were  condemned  tn  the  flaines,  and  burned 
alive  with  the  greatest  pomp  and  exultatioo ;  and, 
of  that  vast  number,  there  was  perhaps  not  a 
single  person  who  was  not  more  pure  in  rdigion, 
as  well  as  morals,  than  their  outrageous  perse- 
cutors.| — Has  the  Deiiy,  then,  whom  the  InqDt> 
sition  professes  tu  serve,  such  a  voracious  appetiJs 
for  the  blood  of  human  victims  f  Has  thai  be- 
nevolent Being,  whomaketh  his  sun  todieerths 
habitations  of  the  isiofcsd  as  well  as  of  the  rigk> 
toous,  and  whose  "  tender  mercies  sre  over  all 
his  works^^^wmmissiooed  such  bloodthirstf 
monsters  to  act  as  his  ministers  of  vengeance,  sad 
to  torment  and  destroy  the  rational  creatures  bs 
has  formed?  The  very  thought  is  absurd  aai 
Ua^thenunu  in  the  highest  degree.  All  his  be- 
neficent operations  in  creation  around  us,  and  wi 
the  gmcious  promises  and  dedaraiions  of  his 
word,  stand  directly  opposed  to  such  hellish  pfs»> 
dees,  and  condemn  the  perpetratocsas  aodaciom 
rebels  against  the  divine  government,  and  as  nu^ 
sances  in  the  universe  of  Gk)d. 

The  numerous  Jlfosaaorvs  which,  in  difiereat 
ages,  have  taken  place,  on  account  of  religioai 


*  Ristoire  AbreMe  do  IlnqulsltUm. 
«"  The  Inqolsulon   Umnaaksd.*' 
Pulgblaneh. 
IKalm's  Sketches,  TdL  ■▼. 
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|>iDMOt,  b  aaoclMr  revoltfaig  and  malaiicholj  montnLted  he  had  been  preriooBly  twtre  of  the 

imit  in  the  chemcter  of  the  profesied  vottriei  of  intended  catastrophe.    The  cannone  were  fired) 

he  Chrbtian  cause.    Of  ttnee,  the  massacre  of  bonfires  were  kindled,  and  a  solemn  mass  was 

he  Protestants  in  France  on  the  feast  of  St.  celebrated,  at  which  Pope  Gregory  XIII.  assist- 

BkrtholiMuew,  on  the  t4th  August,  1572,  was  ed,  wiih  all  the  splendour  which  that  court  b 

^erhape,  one  of  the  most  diabolical  acts  of  perfidj,  accustomed  to  dispUy  on  events  of  the  most  glo- 

Iqustioe,  and  cruelly,  which  hare  stained  the  rious  and  iaqM>rtant  consequence  !* 

d^acier  of  oar  race.    £very  thing  was  atro-  The  horrid   practice  of  Dntgooningy  which 

cioiis  and  horrible  in  thu  unexampled  conspiracy  was  used  by  Pa|MstB,  for  converting  supposed  he- 

ind  assassination ;  feelings  of  the  most  sacred  na-  retics,  was  another  melancholy  eiample  of  reli- 

tnre  were  annihilated ;  religious  zeal  was  chang-  gious  cruelty  and  frenzy.    In  the  reign  of  Louis 

ed  into  an  impious  frenzy  ;  and  filial  piety  de-  XIV.  of  France,  his  troopers,  soldiers,  and  dra- 

leneratnd  into  sanguinary  fury.    Under  th'e  di-  goons,  entered  intothe  houses  of  the  Protestants, 

reeiion  of  the  infamous  Duke  of  Guise,  the  sot-  where  they  marred  and  de&ced  their  household 

Jiers  and  the  populace  en  masse,  at  the  sij^al  of  stuflf,  broke  their  looking-glasses,  let  their  wine 

lie  tolling  of  a  bell,  flew  to  arms,  seizing  every  run  about  their  cellars,  threw  about  and  trampled 

weapon  that  presented  itself;  and  then  rushing  in  under  foot  their  provisions,  turned  their  dining- 

Bfowds  to  every  qfuarter  of  the  city  of  Parb,— no  rooms  into  stables  for  their  horses,  and  treated 

sound  was  heard  but  the  horriUe  cry,  KUl  the  the  owners  with  the  highest  indignity  and  cru- 

Huguenataf    Every  one  suspected  of  being  a  elty.    lliey  bound  to  posts  mothers  that  gave 

Calvinist,  without  any  distinction  of  rank,  age,  sudc,  and  let  their  sucking  infants  lie  bngubhing 

or  sex,  was  indbcriminately  rausacred.     The  in  their  sight  fur  several  days  and  nights,  07- 

ur  resounded  with  the  horrid  cries  and  blasphe-  ing,  mourning,  and  gasping  for  life.    Somelhej 

noOB  imprecations,  of  the  murderers,  the  piercing  bound  before  a  great  fire,  and  after  they  were  half 

ihrieks  of  the  wounded,  and  the  groans  of  the  roasted,  let  them  go.    Some  they  hung  upt^  the 

Ijing.    Headless  trunks  were  every  instant  pre-  hair,  and  some  by  the  feet,  in  diimneys,  and 

ripitated  fifom  the  wrodows  into  the  court-yards,  smoked  them  with  wbps  of  wet  hay  till  they 

M*  the  streets ;  the  gate-ways  were  choked  up  were  suflTocated.     Women  and  maids  were  hung 

priih  the  bodies  of  the  dead  and  dying,  and  the  up  by  their  feet,  or  t>y  their  arm-pits,  and  exposed 

iCreeta  presented  a  spectacle  of  mangled  limbs,  stark  naked  to  public  view.    Some  they  cut  and 

md  of  homan  bodies,  dragged  by  their  butchers  sbshed  with  knives,  and  afler  stripping  them 

in  order  to  be  thrown  into  the  Seine.     Palaces,  naked,  stuck  their  bodies  with  pins  and  needles 

loteb,  and  public  buildings,  were  reeking  with  from  bead  to  foot ;  and,  with  red  hot  pincers,  took 

hlood ;  the  image  of  death  and  desobtion  reign-  hold  of  them  by  the  nose  and  other  parts  of  the 

kI  on  every  side,  and  under  the  mo«t  hideous  ap-  body,  and  dragged  them  about  the  rooms  till  they 

Marances ;  and  in  all  qoarters,  carts  were  seen  made    them  prombe    to  be  CathoHett  or    till 

oaded  with  dead  bodies,  destined  to  be  cast  into  the  cries  of  these  mberable  wretches,  calling 

he  river,  whose  waters  were  for  several  days  upon  Gknl  for  help,  induced  them  to  let  them  go. 

NiUied  by  tides  of  human  gore.    The  inf  iriated  If  any,  to  escape  these  barbarities,  endeavoured 

lasassins,  urged  on  by  the  cry,  that  "  It  was  the  to  save  themielvos  by  flight,  they  pursued  them 

ling's  will  that  the  very  \mM  of  thb  race  of  vi-  into  the  fields  and  woods,  where  they  shot  at 

»er8  should  be  crushed  and  killed,"  b"cam«  fn-  them,  as  if  they  had  been  wiU  beasts ;  and  pro- 

ious  in  the  slaughter ;  in  proof  of  which,  one  hibited  ihem  from  departing  the  kingc^om,  upon 

^ruce,  a  jeweller,  displaying  his  naked    and  pain  of  the  galleys,  the  la^,  and  perpetual  in>- 

rfoody  arm,  vaunted  aloud,  that  he  had  cut  ihe  prisonment.    On  such  scenes  of  desolation  and 

hroatsof  more  than  400  Hugu^^nots  in  one  day.  horror,  the  Popish  clergy  feasted  their  eyes,  and 

>iring  thb  horrid  period,  every  species  of  the  made  them  only  a  matter  oflaughterandofsportf 

Host  refined    cruelty  became  exhausted  ;    the  —What  a  striking  contrast  to  the  benevolence  of 

veakness  of  inbncy  proved  no  impediment  to  the  Deity,  whom  they  impiously  pretend  to  serve! 

be  impulse  of  ferocity  ;  children  of  ten  years.  Could  a  savage  American  have  devised  more 

exercising  the  first  homicidal  deed,  were  seen  barbarous  and  infernal  crudties? 

iommitting  the  meet  barbarous  acts,  and  cutting  In  the  civil  wars,  on  account  of  religion,  which 

he  throats  of  infants  in  their  swaddling  clothes !  happened  in  France,  in  the  beginning  of  the  I7tb 

he  number  of  victims  thus  slaughtered  in  the  century,  above  a  million  of  men  lost  their  lives, 

sity  of  Paris,  amounted  to  above  sb  thousand ;  and  nine  cities,  400  villages,  tOOO  churches, 

tnd,  in  the  provinces,  at  the  same  time,  there  SOOO  monasteries,  and  10,0CO  houses  were  bnm- 
»erbhed  about  sixty  thousand  soub.    And,  what 

s still  more  sbockinf,  the  news  of  this  massa-  *  Bee  a  late  publication  emitted  "Memoirs of 

M  WM  «i*ir«n«..^  .t  Rmmji  »iik  tk.  ».^  li..!.  Honiy  tho  Orsat,  and  of  the  Court  of  Fraaoe  dnrtng 

re  was  wehxmied  at  Rome  with  the  most  lively  1,1,  „ign,"  9  vols.  8vo,  in  whleh  Is  contained  tiS 

rMMports  of  joy.    The  Cardinal  of  Lorraine  fullest  description  of  this  massacre  which  has  h^ 

|m  a  brge  reward  to  the  courier ;  and  interro-  P??S?,*P  ^JIL?"*^\**',               .   , 

*^  L .    *         ^      ^'  ^  '                   .U.J  *  *^'  *  n»™  particular  account  of  nth  1 

^ed  him  upon  the  subject,  m  a  laUMMr  that  de-  p«e  sacy.  Brit.  Article  Dragooning.     ^^ 
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•d  or  deitrojed,  during  their  oooiinuance ;  betidas  deliver  up  the  jouag  man.    HoBler,  bswiag  if 

the  many  thousanda  of  men,  women,  and  dhiW  hia  ^ther'a  dainger,  made  hie  appeannoe,  mk 

dren,  that  were  cruelly  butchered :  and  160,000,000  waa  burned  alive,  inatead  of  being  rewarded  ftr 

of  lirres  were  apent  in  carrying  forward  theae  hia  filial  piety.      A   woman  of  GueriMey  wai 

alaughiera  and  devastationa.     It  ia  aaid  of  Louia  brought  to  the  atake,  without  regaid  to  her  ad> 

XIII.  who  carried  on  theae  ware,  by  one  of  hia.  ranced  pregnancy,  and  ahe  waa  delivared  ia  iki 

biographers  and  panegyrista,  Madame  de  Motte-  midat  of  the  flamea.    One  of  the  g;uanb  fPii^hwl 

ville  that,  **  what  gave  him  tht  greatest  pleature,  the  infant  from  the  fire ;  but  the  maftatfale,  who 

was  hia  thought  of  driving  heretics  cut  of  the  attended  the  execution,  ordered  it  to  be  thraea 

kmgdom^  and  thereby  purging  the  diflerent  reli-  back,  being  resolved,  be  aaid,  that  "MMKiiiy  ehaaU 

gions  which  corrupt  and  infect  the  church  of  Mirvive  which  sprung  from  a  parent  ao  ohBl»> 

God."*    In  the  Netherlands  alone,  from  the  nately  heretical.* 

time  that  the  edict  of  Charles  V.  was  promulgated  What  a  dreadfiil  picture  would  it  preaaatif 
against  the  reformers,  more  than  100,000  persons  the  malignity  of  peraona  who  have  psofamad  Jtm 
were  hanged,  beheaded,  buried  alive,  or  burned  religion  of  Christ,  were  we  to  ooUect 
on  account  of  religion.  The  prisons  were  crowd-  point  of  view,  all  the  peraecutlona, 
ed  with  supposed  heretics;  and  the  gibbet,  the  baminga,ma8sacre8, and  horrid  cmdlieay 
acaffbld,  and  the  stake,  filled  every  heart  with  in  Europe,  and  Aaia,  and  even  in  tbe  WmtL  la- 
horror.  The  Duke  of  Alva,  and  his  bloody  iri-  dies  and  America,  have  been  inflicted  «■  eoih 
bmial,  spread  universal  consternation  through  scientioua  men  for  their  firm  adhereaee  te  wlit 
these  provinces ;  and,  though  the  blood  of  eight-  they  considered  as  the  tnitha  of  rdigion !  Whm 
een  thousand  persons,  who,  in  five  years,  had  we  consider,  on  the  one  hand,  the  parity  tf- 
been  given  up  to  the  executioner  for  heresy,  cried  morale,  and  the  purity  of  &ith  which  genardy 
Ibr  vengeance  on  this  persecutor,  and  his  adhe-  distinguished  the  victims  of  pereecutioa;  and,  aa 
rents,  yet  they  gloried  in  their  cruelty.  Philip  the  other,  the  proud  pampered  prieala,  ahandoaai 
II.  in  whose  reign  theae  atrocities  were  com-  without  shame  to  every  apeciea  of  wtdrndaess, 
mitted,  hearing  one  day,  that  thirty  persons  at  we  can  acarcely  find  words  aufficientlj  atroag  la 
least  had  a  little  before  been  burned  at  an  mUo  ogress  the  indignation  and  horror  which  arias 
da  fSf  requeated  that  a  like  execution  might  be  in  the  mind,  when  it  viewa  thia  atriking  oontrtst, 
performed  in  hia  presence ;  and  he  beheld  with  and  contemplatea  auch  acenee  of  impie^  aad 
j<^  forty  victims  devoted  to  torments  and  to  death,  crime.  Could  a  religion,  which  breatiiee  peaea 
One  of  them,  a  man  of  distinction,  requesting  a  end  good  will  from  heaven  towarda  omb,  be  anra 
pardon,  "  No,"  replied  he,  coldly,  "  were  it  my  basely  misrepresented  ?  or  can  the  annala  of  ear 
own  son  I  would  give  him  up  to  the  flames,  if  he  nee  present  a  more  striking  display  of  the  par- 
obstinately  persisted  in  heresy."!  versity  and  depravity  of  mankind  ?     To  r^ire- 

Even  in  our  own  island,  the  flames  of  religious  sent  religion  as  consisting  in  the  belief  of  oertua 

persection  have  sometimes  raged  with  unrelent-  incomprehensible  dogmas,  and  to  attempt  to  ooa- 

ing  fury.    During  two  or  three  years  of  the  short  vert  men  to  Christianity,  and  to  ioapire  theai 

reign  of  dueen  Mary,  it  was  computed  that  277  with  benevolence,  by  fire,  and  racks,  and  lor- 

perHons  were  committed  to  the  flames,  besides  tures,  is  aa  absurd  as  it  is  impioua  and  profane; 

those  who  were  punished  by  fines,  confiscations,  and  represents  the  Divine  Being  aa  delighting  ia 

and  imprisonments.    Among  those  who  suflered  the  torments  and  the  death  of  sinners,  rather  thai 

by  fires  were  five  bishops,  twenty-one  clergymen,  that  they  ahould  return  and  live. — But,  without 

eight  lay  gentlemen,  and  eighty-four  tradesmen ;  dwelling  longer  on  such  reflections  and  details, 

one  hundred  husbandmen,  fifty-five  women,  and  I  shall  just  present  an  example  or  two  of  the  moral 

foiur  children.      And,  a  century  and  a  half  has  stale  of  Roman  Catholic  countriea,  aa  a  apeei- 

acarcely  elapsed,  since    the    Presbyterians  in  men  of  the  eflfects  to  which  their  s^^nsiem  of  rdi- 

Scotland  were  hunted  across  moors  and  mosses,  gion  naturally  leads. 

like  partridges  of  the  wilderness,  slaughtered  by        "  By  their  fruits  shall  jre  know  them,"  aays 

bands  of  ruffian  dragoons,  and  forced  to  seek  their  our  Saviour.     Wherever  religion  u  viewed  as 

apiritual  food  in  dens,  and  mountains,  and  forests,  consisting  chiefly  in  the  observance  of  a  number  > 

at  the  peril  of  their  lives.    Hunter,  a  young  man  of  absurd  and  unmeaning  cerenoniee,  it  b  natoral 

about  nineteen  years  of  age,  was  one  of  the  un-  to  expect  that  the  pure  morality  of  the  Bible  wtt 

happy  victims  to  the  zeal  for  Papacy  of  Mary  aeldom  be  exemplified  in  human  conduct.    This 

queen  of  England.     Having  been  inadvertently  is  strikingly  the  case  in  those  countriea,  both  ia 

betrayed  by  a  priest,  to  deny  the  doctrine  of  Europe  and  America,  where  the  Catholic  f«U* 

transubstantiation,  he  absconded  to  keep  out  of  gion  reigns  triumphant. — ^Mr.  Howieon,  whom 

harm^s  way.    Bonner,  that  arch-hangman  of  Po-  work,  entitled  "Foreign  Scenea,"  I  formally  qoel- 

pery,  threatened  ruin  to  the  father  if  he  did  not  ed,  when  speaking  of  the  prieaUiood  in  the  idaad 

of  Cuba,  says,  "The number  of  oriesteinHa- 

.^MotteTUta'.M.moinofAm...fAa.trU,T.l.l.  ,^ „cUdi  fcur h«Dd«<l.     WiAafci^ 

'  t  MlUot'a  Modem  BMnj,  toL  U.  p.  IN.  •  Kktan*!  BlutoliM,  ToL  tr. 


TEMPERS  DISPLAYED  BT  CONTROVERSIALISTS.  178 

,  they  neither  desenre  nor  enjoy  the  respect  pleasure  of  the  shepherds  :  for  her  the  goldeo 

e  community.      However,  no  one  dares  lever  is  the  lever  of  Archimedes.     The  GiTOUn 

\y  to  speak  against  them.    In  Havana,  the  of  the  church  are  only  showered  on  those  who 

:fa  is  nearly  omnipotent,  and  every  man  f«^els  pay ;  with  money  we  may  purchase  the  right  to 

9if  under  its  iinme<lia(e  jurisdiction.    Moitt  commit  perjury  and  murder,  and  be  the  greatest 

le,  therefore,  attend  mass  regularly,  make  villains  at  so  much  per  crime ;  according  to  the 

ssion,  uncover,  when  passing  a  reli^^ious  fiimous  Tariff  printed  at  Rome,  entitled,  **  Taxes 

4iahment  of  any  kin<i,  and  stand  still  in  the  of  the  Apostolic  Chancery  .**** 

is,  or  slop  their  volatitu.^,  the  moment  the  M.  Jouy,  in  his  late  publication,  "  The  Her- 

ir^bell  begins  rin}{in«;.       B<it   thuy  go  no  mit  in  Italy,"  prenents  the  following  picture  of 

er ;  and  the   priests  60  not  seem    at    all  the  religion  and  the  practical  moi^ity  of  the 

»us   that   the  pr%ctir*e  of   such  individuals  Tuscans.    The  greediness  after  profit  is  such, 

d    corres(KHid    to  their  profession.      The  among  the  lower  classes  of  shop-keepers,  that 

Is  show,  by  their  external  appearance,  that  they  adulterate  their  merchandise  so  much  as  tu 

do  not  prac'.ico  those  austerities  which  are  render  it  almost  intolerable.     Milk,  cheese,  and 

rally  believed  to  be  necessary  concomitants  butter,  are  always  in  peril  under  the  hands  of  a 

nsonastic  life.     The  senMial  and  unmeaning  Florentine  shop-keeper.  It  is  impossible  to  m«et 

tenances    that    encircle    the  altars  of  the  with  good  butter,  except  at  the  dairies.    The 

::has,  and  the  levity  and  iodiflference  with  grocers  are  not  exempt  from  the  imputation  of  these 

b  the  most  sacred  partsof  the  service  are  hur-  illicit  mixtures,  and  adulterations  of  their  goods.  I 

through,  would  shock  and  snqirise  a  Protest-  bought,  from  one  of  them,  some  brown  sugar, 

vera  he  to  attend  mass  with  the  expectation  which  would  not  dissolve  in  the  mouth ;  and,  on 

iing  tha  monks,  those  solemn  and  awo-inspir-  examination,  I  ipund,  that  nearly  one  third  part 

eraons,  which  people,  who  have  never  visit-  conisisted  of  powdered  marble,  which  hful  been 

aiholic  countries,  often  imagine  tliem  to  be.  mixed  up  with  it.    Yet  they  are  excessively 

le  foUowini^  extract,  from  a  late  writer,  ex-  punctual  in  the  outward  ceremonies  of  religion ; 

I   a  specimen  of  the  religion  and  of  the  and  whenever  they  remove  from  one   place  to 

1  feelings  of  the  Nbapolitaits.     ^*  When  another,  a  large  cruM,  or  a  madonna,  is  always 

tvius  thunders  aloud,  or  when  an  earthquake  stuck  up  at  full  length  in  the  cart." 

tens  them   witli   destruction — when    fiery  In  a  conversation  which  Bonaparte  had  with 

OH  vomited  from  the  roaring  mouth  of  the  his  friends  at  St.  Helena,  on  the  subject  of  roU- 

no  roll  on,   carrying  d<>solation  over   the  gion,  as  related  by  Las  Cafas,  in  his  Journal, 

s  below— when  the  air  is  darkened  by  clouds  he  said,  among  many  other  things,  "  *  How  is  it 

mke,  and  showers  of  ashes,  the  Neapolitans  possible  that  conviction  con  find  its  way  to  our 

fall  on   their  knees,  fast,  do  penance,  and  hearts,  when  we  hear  the  absurd  language,  and 

r  the  processions  barefootod  ;  but  as   soon  witness  the  acts  of  iniquity  of  the  greatest  num- 

e  roar  has  ceased,  the  flame  has  disappear-  bor  of  those  whose  bitsiness  it  is  to  preach  to 

sd  the  atmoiphere  has  recovered  its  wonted  us  ?    I  am  surrounded  with  priests,  who  preach 

lity,  thoy  return  to  their  usual  mnde  of  life,  incessantly  that  their  reign  is  not  of  this  world, 

sink  a^ain  to  their  former  level,  and   the  and  yet  they  lay  hands  upon  every  thing  they 

ins  s<iuods  otMie  tumburella  cull  them  again  can  get.     The  Pope  is  the  head  of  that  religion 

i  lascivious  ilancy  of  the  iRp-ntella."* — As  from   heaven,  and  he  thinks  only  of  this  world,' 

ridence  of  tltu  litigious  dispositions  of  the  &c.     The  Emperor  ended  the  conversation,  by 

>alitaus,  the  same  author  inform*!  us,  "  That  desiring  my  son  to  bring  him  the  New  Test&> 

i§  scarcely  a  lan-iholder  but  has  two  or  ment,  and  taking  it  from  the  beginning,  he  read 

causes  pending  before  the  courts^hat  a  as  far  as  the  conclusion  of  the  speech  of  Jesus 

er,  and  a  suit,  are  indispensable  appendages  on  the  mountain.    He  expressed  himself  struck 

roperty ; — and  that  some  of  the  principal  with  the  highest  admiration  at  the  purity,  the 

ies  have  suits  which  have  been  carried  on  sublimity,  the  beauty  of  the  morality  it  contain- 

I  century,  and  for  which  a  certain  sum  is  ed,  and  we  all  experienced  the  same  feeling." 

,y    appropriated,    although    the    business  Such  facts  may  suffice  as  specimens  of  the 

r  advances ;  and,  at  last  the  expenses  swal-  benevolence  and  morality  which  exist  in  Roman 

ip  the  whole  capital."—"  The  infinite  num-  Catholic  countriea. 

if  churdies,"  says  a  late  writer,  "  is  one  of  

nost  efficient  causes  of  the  decline  of  the  "oral  eTawoFTH*  pbotestamt  CHumcH, 

on  of  Rome,  whose  maxims  and  practice  ^^  <>'   th«   dispositioiw  mitbrallt 

iametrically  opposite  to  those  of  the  Goepel.  mawifeitrd  amom  OHEirriAifi  ur  oum 

Gospel  is  the  friend  of  the  people,  the  coo-  o^*  couirrRy. 

of  the  poor.    The  religion  of  Rome,  on  the  This  is  a  topic  which  wouU  admit  of  a  Tsry 

ary,  considers  all  nations  as  great  flocks,  extended  illustration ;  but  my  preMut  limits  wfll 

I  to  be  shorn  or  eaten  according  to  the  gooci  , ..' pidure  of  Modem  Roma,**  bj  M.  Santo  Do- 

leuasenx's  *'  Italy  in  the  I9th  oentory,"  iSM.  mingo.   iSM. 
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permit  me  to  do  little  more  ihan  simply  to  allude  nt\y  been  opposed  to  the  spirit  oTClriAiiB  lai% 

to  a  few  prominent  dispositions  displayed  by  the  to  the  meekness  and  geDilcoess  of  Christ,  «ri 

different  sections  of  the  Protestant  ehiKch.— We  even  to  common  civility  and  decorum.    TW 

have  already  seen  some  of  the  pernicious  effects  haughty  and  magisterial  tone  which  theefcyal 

which  flowed  from  the  divisive  and  contentious  eootrovenialisu  frequently  aasinne,— the  iaii^ 

spirit  of  Christians,  under  the  reign  of  the  Chri»-  unt  sneers,  the  bitter  sarcassns,  the  malJMMl 

tiiin  emperors,  and  during  the  middle  ages,  when  iasinuations,  the  persona!  reprottcbcs,  they  wse 

ignorance  and  intolerance  so  extensively  pre-  out  against  their  opponents, — th«  harsh  aads' 

vAiledv  &ir  conclusions  they  chaiye  upon  thesv-At 

The  present  state  of  the  Christian    world  general  asperity  of  their  language,— and  the  kflU 

affords  abundant  proofs  that  this  spirit  is  far  and  unhallowed  spirit  with  whidi  they  applf  ifcs 

firocn  being  extinguished.    Christians  are  at  pre-  denunciations  of  Scripture  to  thoae  wboai  thiy 

sent  dietinguished  by  the  peculiarity  of  their  consider  as  erroneous,  are  not  only  mooasisMBl 

opinions  respecting — the  person  of  Christ,  and  with  every  thing  that  is  amiable  and  ChrisDM^ 

tlte  attributes  uf  which  ho   is  possessed — the  but  tend  lo  rivet  more  powerfully  in  the  mii^if 

means  by  which  salvation  is  to  be  obtained— the  their  opponents,  those  very  opiaioos  whkh  il«a 

measure  and  extent  of  divine  benevolence — the  their  object  to  subvert.    To  gaua  a  vietofy  ssB 

Government  of  the  Christian  church — and  the  his  adversary,  to  hold  up  his  seatiBionls  10  riA* 

ceremonies  connected  with  the   administration  cule,  to  wound  his  feelings,  and  to  baapaitir  0m 

of  the  ordinances  of  religion r     Hence  the  reli-  religious  body  with  which  ha  ia  roniwcf sil,  ii 

gious  world  appears  arranged  into  such  sects  more  frequently  the  object  of  the  di8pytaBt,Aaa 

and  parties  as  the  following: — Arians,  Socini-  the  promotioa  of  truth,  and  the  wanifaatatioarf 

aos,  Unitarians,  Sabellians,  Necessarians,  and  that "  character  which  is  the  hood   of  psift^ 

Trinitarians ;— Baxterians,   Antinomians,  Ar-  tioa."    And  what  are  some   of  tbe  inpalal 

minians,  Calvinists,  Lutherans,  Sub-lapsarians,  doctrines  which  frequently  rosso   rach  forisv 

Stipra-lapsarians,  Sandemanians,  Swedenborgi-  zeal  ?    Perhape  aothiag  more  than  a 

ans,  and  Moravians ; — Roman  Catholics,  Pn^  cal  dogma  respecting  the  soiiahi| 

testants, Huguenots, Episcopalians,Presbyterians,  kite  or  conditional  election,  the  modo  of 

Independents,  Seceders,  Brownists,  Paedo-Bap-  the  manner  of  sitting  at  a  coamnmioo-tahle, 

lists,  Anti-Paedo-Baptists,  Keilamites,  Metho-  immeaning  ceremony ,  or  a  circumataatial  psadi' 

dists.  Jumpers,  Universalists,  Sabbatarians,  Mil-  lio  in  relation  to  the  govemaiant  of  the 

lennarians,  Destructionists,  Dunkers,  Shakers,  While  tbe  peculiar  notioiu  of  each  patty,  oa 

Mystics,  HatchinsonianSjMuggletonians, the  fol-  topics,  are  supported  with  aH  tha 

lowers  of  Joanna  Southcott,  &c.  &c. — Most  of  unhallowed  zeal,  the  grand  aiorai  i 

thuse  99ci^nesyrof&u  their  bdief  in  the  existence  Christianity  was  intended  to  aococnpliah  areovcf* 

of  One  Eternal,  Almighty,  Wise,  Benevolent, and  looked,  and  the  law  of  meekness,  huafliiy,  ui 

Righteous  Being,  the  Creator  and  Preserver  of  love,  is  trampled  underfoot, 

all  things ;— in  the  Divine  authority  of  the  Holy  The  following  are  some  of  the  ideas  entertain 

Scriptures ; — that  God  is  the  alone  object  uf  re-  ed  respecting  the  righU  of  religious  diapotaaa^ 

lijilious  worship; — that  Jesus  of  Naxareth  is  the  as  assumed  bv  the  disputants  themselves}-— '*  Hi 

true  Messiah,  and  the  Son  of  God  ; — "  that  he  Controversialist,"  says  Mr.    Vaughan,  in  ki> 

died  for  our  offences,  and  was  raistrd  again  fi>r  "  Defence  of  Calvinism,"  "  is  a  wrestler;  aai 

uur  justification ;" — that  there  is  a  future  state  of  is  at  full  liberty  to  do  all  he  can,  in  the  feirsad 

rewards  and  punishments ; — that  there  will  be  a  honest  exercise  of  his  art,  to  aupplaat  hisaalii' 

resurrection  from  the  dead  ; — that  it  is  our  duty  gonist.    He  must  not  only  be  dexterous  to  pt 

to  love  God  with  ail  our  hearts,  and  our  neigh-  in  his  blow  forcibly  ;  but  must  have  a  readiasM 

hour  as  ourselves  ;— that   the   Divine  law    is  le  menace  tetM  scorn,  and  to  Ua»twiA  denmm, 

obligatory  on  tbe  consciences  of  all   men; —  if  haply  he  may,  by  these  means,  unnarve  or  ts* 

that  virtue  and  «piety  will  be    rewarded,  and  man  his  competitor.  I  know  not  that  be  ismltf 

vice  and  immorality  punished,  in  the  world  to  any  obligation  to  withhold  a  particle  of  bisskil 

come.  and  strmigth,  whether  offensive,  or  defimsive,  is 

Yet,  though  agreeing  in  these  important  arti-  this  truly  Spartan  conflict."     fai   perfect  ae* 

des  of  the  Christian  system,  how  many  boiste-  oordance  with  these  maxims,  he  thus  addressM 

reus  and  malignant  disputes  have  taken   place  his  adversary:"  Why,  Sir,  I  willj^Aljroai^ 

between  Calvinists  and  Arminians,  Episcopa-  this  theme,  as  the  Greeka  did  for  the  recotei^ 

lians,  Presbyterians,  Independents,  and  Metho-  of  their  dead  Patrodus ;  as  Michael  the  ard^ 

diets,  respecting  the  speculative  points  in  which  angel,  when,  contending  with  the  Devil,  hsdit' 

they  disagree !  While  controversies  among  phi-  puted  about  the  body  of  Moses ;  as  tha  faas^ 

losophers  have  frequently  been  conducted  with  a  Athenian,  who^ro^Md  Aus/ktp  wUk  M»  iidkk 

eertain  degree  of  candour  and  politeness,  tbe  when  he  had  no  longer  a  hand  toholditby.    Il 

temper  with  which  religious  disputants  have  en-  ahall  be  with  a  loss  not  less  than  life,  that  I  rs* 

asttalsrsd  the  opinions  of  each  other,  has  gpae-  sign  this  splendki  atteiution  (Raa.  viii.  tt— 
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die  triamphal  origin,  procetmoa,  ind  eo-  leritr,  ind  evw  with  ridioile,  tlw  optnioH  vd 

1,  oTgmcw  in  the  redeenod."  practioee  of  PreebyterauM ;  while  Uie  differtot 

to  relif ion,  whea  it  meets  with  tocb  claieee  of  Bapttetf,  dietiiifuiehable  oolj  by  the 

HM  "  wreetleri  f    Iti  true  glory  will  he  liighteflt  ihadee  of  opiaioa,  sttnd  aloef  torn  eack 

d,  iu  hoMity  defeoed,  its  ialereote  betray-  other,  ia  a  wartike  attitude,  and  refine  to  joia 

its  benevolent  spirit  snothered,  amidrt  with  cordiality  in  theordiaaaces  of  Divine  wor^ 

ike  and  dust  raised  by  the  onsets  of  soeh  ship.    I  have  eoMoai  been  4b  company  with  in- 

sombatants.     Do  such  controversialists  dividualsofanypartictilarparty,  inwhich  Ihave 

aagiae,  that  "  the  wrath  of  man  werketh  aet  found,  when  allusions  were  made  to  another 

iteousaess  of  God  7**  or,  that  the  religioa  denoroinatioa,  inaoendoes  thrown  out  to  thftir 

reo  stands  in  need  oTsiieh  warlike  arts,  prejudice ;  and  that  the  detail  oTaay  error  or  im- 

lallowed  passions,  for  its  vindication  and  perfection  which  attached  to  them,  was  generally 

?    If  it  did,4i  wouM  be  a  religioa  un-  relished,  aad  evea  received  with  a  high  degree 

of  oar  reception  and  support.    What  a  of  satisfaction.    Hence  it  happens,  that  the  nAm 

'.  to  die  miU  aad  gentle  spirit  of  Christi-  of  comm  m  civility  are  every  day  violated  by  tha 

0  behold  one  xealot  dipping  his  pen  in  difbrent  sectaries.  If  a  person  beloBgiag  to  a 
lod  aad  gall,  when  he  sits  dowa  to  defend  particular  denaraiaation  be  aceklenily  introdooad 
igien  of  Love!  and  another,  staaiing  up  into  a  company  composed  of  persona  bekmgiir^ 
sod  or  Assembly,  with  eyes  sparkling  to  anothsr  religious  party,  he  is  fireqaeady  treal- 
digaatieo,  a  mouth  foaming  with  rage,  efl  with  reserve,  and  with  a  spirit  of  jealousy  and 
MTsat  of  aaathemas  aad  abusive  epithets  suspicion,  even  although  be  amy  be  viewed,  oa 
[  fiam  h»  lips,  against  the  supposed  abet-  the  whole,  as  a  Christian  at  bottom.  I  have 
la  errnneoos  opinion!  while  at  the  same  known  individoab  of  respectable  character  aad 
sy  imagiae  diat  diey  are  fired  widi  holy  attainments,  who,  from  conseieBtions  BMtivaa, 
the  hoaenr  of  the  Lord  GKxl  of  Sabaoth.  had  forsakea  the  deoominatioa  to  which  they 
spuiaats  seem  aot  to  be  aware,  that  they  Ibrmerly  bafeaged,  have,  merely  en  this  aeeoont, 
asly  misreprssenting  the  genius  of  the  been  troated  with  seem  and  ne|^set,  been  baaisb* 
m  STitam,  and  biddiag  defiance  to  its  ed  finom  tha  iaiimaeies  of  social  and  fiisBdly  ia- 
itinguishing  principles  and  laws. — ^There  teroourse,  and  been  regarded  asariy  in  the  sama 
mies  ia  emdnuiy  as  well  as  heresiiB  ia  light  as  a  Turk  or  aa  iafidel ;  and  that,  too,  by 

1  {  aad  of  all  heresies,  dMlbrmer  are  tha  awn  wIm  pretended  to  Uberality,  and  to  litaraiy 
ttilential  «ad  peraidous.  And  why  do  not  aoooaqdishmeats. 

ersklisls  and  Religious  Societies  mani-  Thnra  is  oertaialy  neither  heresy  nor  ortho> 

noeh  seal  against  heresies  in  temper  and  dozy  vdherent  in  stone  or  lime,  in  a  chwdi-peW| 

r,  which  are  auiaed  amoag  the  members  or  a  pulpit  coshionj— yet  oae  deaominatieo  wBI 

-  dmrdi,  as  they  do  against  heresies  ia  rudely  refime  to  aaother,  the  liberty  of  preaob- 

r  f    If  these  heresies  were  more  particu-  ing  in  their  place  of  worship,  whea  it  can  eon* 

ivesttgated  aad  subverted,  aad  a  greater  veaiendy  be  spared,  «ltfao<i^  nothing  but  the 

alkwed  for  the  eiercise  of  private  judg^  fundameatal  doctrines  admowlsdged  by  both  ara 

he  drarch  ef  Christ  would  present  a  very  intended  to  be  proclaimed  ;  just  as  if  the  waOsi 

t  moral  aspect  from  what  she  has  hitherto  the  pews,  and  the  pulpit  of  a  chardi,  wouM  ra« 

oeive  a  stain  of  pollution  from  die  preeence  of 

B,  diere  is  nothing  which  so  strikingly  another  sectary.  Even  in  these<«asss  where  tha 

be  charaeter  of  the  Christian  world  ia  common  interests  ofChristianity  areto  be  sop- 

,  as  the  want  of  candour,  the  spirit  of  ported,— as  in  vindicating  the  cause  of  Mission- 

S  aad  the  evil  surmisings  which  the  dii^  ary,  and  ether  Philaathropic  iastitudons,— if  tha 

eaominations  ef  religionists  manifest  to-  preseher  belongs  to  a  dissenting  body,  he  is  ihot 

ach  other.    There  is  a  prevailing  dispo-  out  from  the  spacious  churches  of  the  EstabKsh- 

«  one  rdigious  party  to  speak  evil  of  meat,  where  he  might  address  a  anmerous  ao- 

;  and  it  appears,  in  many  instaacee,  to  dieace,  and  obtain  a  large  esllection ;  and  is 

high  degree  uf  satis&ction,  when  one  obliged  to  confine  his  exertions  within  the  na^ 

aa  lay  bold  of  the  inadverteocies  d*  an-  row  walls  of  any  public  hall,  or  meetiag^'honsa, 

Momination,  or  even  of  the  imprudence  that  he  can  procure.     We  account  it  no  OMra 

;le  hidividoal,  in  order  to  asperse  the  cha-  than  a  piece  of  common  civility,  to  accommodala 

if  the  whole  body,  sad  to  hdd  it  up  to  a  ndghbonr  widi  a  barn,  a  parlour,  or  even  a  din* 

derision  and  contempt    Episcopalians  ing-room,  fiir  the  entertainment  oThis  friends  at  a 

vn  with  lediags  of  scorn  aad  contempt  on  wedding  or  a  ftmeral;  but  such  is  tha  little  progrsss 

iaiB  and  Dissenters ;  Independents  sneer  that  profcased  Christians  have  made  in  the  eaer- 

lodisU,  and  Methodists  at  Independents ;  eise  of  a  noble  and  generous  liberality,  that,  whea 

erians  are  disposed  to  revile  Independ-  we  ask  the  moof  adiurch,  or  meetin^Jiouse,  onhr 

salPconeeited,  sanctimonious  pretenders,  for  a  coople  of  boors,  we  are  spumed  away  wMi 

ispewieMs,  ta  treat  addi    nnbacomli^  radsMos  and  indignatioo.— Tha  Christian  worM 


I 


on  BiplHi<HiJiii|lhiidiimi«iil  tnrciHiofa  >i<>n!     If  wiillcn  rnEiggmBDM,  i 

■oeieii  rf  Pfeib)"i>i»ii»T    Ifnich  i  vmo  uecu-  did  osi  nain  ■•ai  propnty,  ud  rl 

tlopiliy  noeur,  ii  h  lobrfranilKiii;  ■  nnneroT  oTprnmiKi  and  omlrula,  ouinli 

euorw,  ihki  ii  ii  connidFrnl  h   pVn'inMnun  in  lian  principle,  ■hdnrtlj  csOBUan 

Iha  ri'lijioui  irorM.    Yd  all  ilirtn  ditTcrmt  par-  ml  tlaie  oT  th*  nligioiu   mfh 

lif^  rtcu^ui!  the  ttadjn^  ttoeirinpa  and  dtiiifi  Hkc  rhai  of  \  piTion  who  Iram  « 

eihiliitnlintha  ChririuRriFliiidi!  and  thp  rc«l.       llnvr  fto    •roiild    fulfill 

)>iini<  in  Rliirli  [he*  dilftr  an  "  irifln  ti(hta<  and   Higati'mmii.   wha   ihrT  ii 

air,"  wlim empatal  vilh Hm*  important  Irmha  tlieir nnibiiijui  acli-niM,  and  Ihtii 


Eran  am.>ni>  Chrlitinni  bdangin*  to  the  (ama 

bankruptcy  hlppni  amoOf  iha  pr 

iiAiti-x"  -"My  boo  onen  do  -f  ^•AM  a  di>- 

(iopl  Andinca.c^ofeHnni«.l»II 

a  Ir^  aelltcnicnr  has  brtn  ubcaint 

lionf.aDdmalignantinwiona!    PrrhapiaiiKn 

ouIorahui.dr«dll.al  <vcr  ibink-i 

anai!l«rnatu>dju<lice,in  rcrtor 

a  diTerniet  to  opinion  al»ul  iha  choice  ofa  paa- 

dilon  tho  Iw  Ihry  had  wnaJDad, 

rw,  win  (hn<r  tha  .hola  MdM?  ant  afluna. 

wank  hat  it  ia  hi.  pownT 

Piaalir,  Iho  de(;r»  ia  which  ll 

lamanlaUc   iltRciency   of  b«wn 

noiiva  and  charjuUr*  of  individii^,  -ill  b. 

ChcBiian  iipirit  in  the  rcli|io<n  wc 

drawn  ;  alieaatiuDi  of  tfinainn  will  b*  isdiiced  ; 

tiandine  the  Brjinl  and  cnifl  tul 

Ea;li<h  Pr»1ei1iiii1strndurcd  Onm 

awl  lulrri,  a  ihon  paiiod  only  claf 

civility  TJolitrd  i-«  thai  «  din  a«l  imfinM 

had  ri«n  lo  powfr,  b((<*e  thay 

■.iro,  n.  haran  their   Diracwing 

Chfijiianily  ha.  nenr  hoea  IhonmaWy  imbil«d, 

and  lh.1  <b>y  han  ncHr  kamrj   llio  ap«1«lic 

to  furbur  «h  anolbci  ia  lore,"  hnvr.  ahelli 

hi|^  prdEniioii  ihry  may  han  prtriuuiUy  Ibe  Bngli4i  IndqHtHlrnls  acllldj 

to  ■piriiuality  of  afli^elian  jind  doponmrnl.  !han  Ihey  act  tm  loot  a  parRMJiIta 

ng  Chriaiian  aC  cTcry  tatws,  we  find  dii-  Qiialien,  no  leu  tanaa  ihin  ihi 


M  Mlowlnttncant  b(U  wni  I 


chlhe, 


Ihft  poalllona  iNHilAlnnl  In  Ihl.  pin^nph.^^  ■■<-  "io  bnokr  Ihfy  had  bmitfhl  troa 
inanthal  IhtDilnKln-nrtha  parMi of  imui kii  renmiilled  Ihrm  lo  the  flamn. 
iiacnln(h«IialitDrallowlB(DLaantcnMtuinaa1ly     |._  _l;.i,  i„j  ■_„  „.j.  „™i_ 
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Oagnterul  authority  wiiirh  had  be«n  aiiauined  Thin  glass  bottles  had  been  previotttly  prepare 

hj  the  Romish  church.     Upon  a  repreMntaiioii,  and  filled  with  a  mixture  of  oil  and  assafcBtida; 

in  1M6,  from  the  commiMion  of  the  Kirk   &(  and  all  of  a  sudden,  they  were  thrown  with 

43ooi]and,  James  Bell,  and  Colin   Champhdl,  great  violence  m  the  midst  of  the  pe«»ple,  and 

•baiUies  of  Glasfow,  were  committed  to  priiton  one  wa4  aiiAnd  at  the  head  of  the  preacher;  and 

^  the  Parliament,  merely  for  having  said,  that  durin^  the  whole  service,  siones  were  rattling 

**  Kirkmen  meddini  too  much  in  civil  nurteni.^*'*  agaiit«t  the  chapel  frum  every  quarter.     On  th« 

f^vea  so  late  as  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  next  Sabbath  an  immense  concomve  of  people 

century,  «vhen  Whitefield,    Wesley,  and  other  assembled,    "  breathing    out   threaienings    and 

|Moua  men,  began  to  address  the  ignorant  villa-  slaughter ;"  and  from  20  to  SO  of  the  ^rn</emen- 

Kvn  of  Eagland  on  the  most  important  suk^ecis,  in«6  planted  ihemseives  around  the  pulpit  appa- 

**  a  ODultitude  has  rushed  together,  shooting  and  renily  ready  fur  any  mischief.      Men  wearing 

^lowling,  raving,  and  cursing,  and  acccompany-  masks,  and  h  tving   swords   and    ptstds,  came 

ing  their  ierociiMS  cries  and  yeiU  with  Kmlhsume  galloping  dowti  the  street  and  presenting  iheir 

<ir  dangerous  missiles,  dragging  or  driving  the  pistols,  fired  them  at  the  door;  and  it  was  origi* 

^ireacher  from  his  humble  stand,  forcing  him,  nally  designed  to  have  fire  crtckers  among  th« 

•od  the  few  who  wished  to  hear  him,  to  flee  ti>r  females,  to  set  their  clothes  ou  fire.  Atlongth,oM 

ibvir  Hvea,  soraecimes  not  without  serious  injury  Sabbath,  the  19th,  this  execrable  mob,  consisting 

beiure  they  could  escape.      And  these  savage  ofiiearlyS09^e7«femcn,  and  others,  again  assem- 

timmlts  have,  in  many  cases,  been  well  under-  bled,  with  hammers,  saws,  hatchets,  crows,  and 

«tood  to  be  instigated  by  persons,  whose  advaa-  every  other  necessary  implement ;    and  in   (he 

fage  of  superior  condition  in  life,  or  even  express  course  of  a  few  hours,  the  lamps,  benches,  pews, 

^ocatioa  to  instruct  the  people  better,  has  been  pulpit,  and  even  the  walls,  were  compleioly  de« 

inlkmoasly  lent  in  defence  of  the  perpetrators,  molished.      They  entered  (he  dwelling-houso 

•gainst  diaroe  or  remorse,  or  legal  punishment  broke  the  windows    and  doers,  threw  out  the 

<br  the  avtrage.     And  there  would  be  no  hazard  crockery  ware,  chopped  up  tables,  chairs,  and 

in  a^rming,  that,  since  Wesley  and  Whiiefieid  every  article  of  furniture;  tore  die  manuscripts 


to  conflict  with  the  heathenism  of  the     of  the  preacher,  and  destroyed  a  library  of  moro 
vooniry,  there  have  been  in  it  hundreds  of  in-     than  300  volumes.     All  this  was  dune  under  the 


answering  in  substance  to  this  descrip-  light  of  the  full  moon,  in  the  presence  of  an  im» 

tioQ.— Tel  the  good  and  zealous  men  who  were  mense  cn>wd  of  spectators,  without  the  least  at* 

ifain  set  upon  by  a  ftirious  rabble  of  many  liun-  tempt  being  made  to  check  them  either  by  the 

sireda,  ibetbremostof  whom  active  in  direct  vio-  civil  or  military  authorities— white  the  un(brtQ» 

icnee,  and  the  rest  venting  their  femciuus  do-  naie  preacher,  with  his  wife  in  an  advanced  state 

iigfac,  in  a  hideous  blending  of  ribaldry  and  exe-  of  prcgnsncy,had  to  flee  to  a  neighbouring  island 

cntion,  of  joking  and  cursing,-— were  taxed  with  to  save  his  life!    Such  is  the  tolerant  and  hu- 

«  canting  hypocrisy,  or  a  fanatical  madness,  for  mane  conduct  of  gentlemen  Protestants  of  the 

•IMiaking  of  the  prevailing  ignorance,  in  terms  nineteenth  century !  gentlemen  who  wouM,  ne 

equivalent  te  these  of  the  prophet,  '  The  [>euple  doubt,  consider  it  very  unhandsome  were  they  to 

•iedeetreyedforlackofknowledi;e.'"f  be  compared  to  Goths  and  Vandals,  or  to  the 

But  we  need  not  goiMck  even  to  the  distance  rude  and  barbarous  savages  of  Papua  or  New 

4f  half  a  century  in  order  to  find  inslancos  of  Holland.* 

rriigious  intolerance  among  Protestant  commit-  Aboat  the  same  period,  the  authorities  of  De- 

nities  and  churches ;  oiir  own  times  unhappily  merara  set  on  tirat  a  persecution  against  Mr« 

Ciraish  too  many  exam))tea  of  a  bigoted,  intoltraiit.  Smith,  Missionary  from  the  London  Society, 

and  persecuting  spirit.     Little  more  than  two  under  various  pretexts :  but  his  real  crime  in  the 

Tears  have  elapsed  since  the  Methodist  chapel  eyes  of  hin  persecutors,  was,  his  unwearied  zeal 

in  Barbadoes  was  thrown  down  and  demolished  in  instructing  the  negroes  in  the  knowledge  of 

4i]r  the  mei-gsfifry,  and  with   the  connivance  of  religion.    He  was  condemned  to  death  by  a 

Ihe  iniblic  authorities  of  tliat  slave    trafl&rking  court-martial,  in  the  face  of  every  principle  of 

iaiand,  and  Mr.  Shrewsbury,  a  worthy  and  re-  justice :  he  died  in  prison,  was  refused  the  pH- 

•pecied  pastor  and  missionary,  obliged  to  flee  for  vilege  df  a  Christian  burial,  and  hisiriends  were 

idm  life.     Previous  to  this  outrage,  he  saflfer^  prohibited  fi-om  erecting  a  stone  to  mark  the  spot 

«d  every  species  of  insult,  contumely,  and  re-  where  his  body  was  laid.    The  whole  detaila  of 

pvoach.    He  was  abased  as  a  villain,  and  hissed  this  transaction  prejient  a  scene  cf  savage  bar- 

at  in  the  streets,  not  by  mere  rabble,  but  by  the  barity,  created  by  the  lust  of  gain,  scarcely  to  be 

friM<  tmlgar;  by  merchants  from  their  stores,  paralleled  in  the  history  of  Europe. 

~  individuals  in  the  garb  of  gentlemen.     By  In  Switzerland,  which  was  formerly  the  head 
characterB  bis  chapel  was  surrounded,  arKl 

fartff  filled,  on  Sanday  the  5th  October,  1823.  *  For  a  more  particular  detail  of  these  execrable 

^-.  ^.   L.     ^  tnm8«5Uons.  see  ••  Reporter  the  WesleyanMIsslon- 

;  gam's  Bketchea.    „      ^  ,              .  aiy  Society /or  MM.:»aadlhedeM«s  In  PaiiiaaMtfl 

*f\Mltr*s  "Essay  on  Popalarlgnaraaoa.**  tains. 

4«. 
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(quarters  oTProiestant^soi,  the  demon  of  rc!if;iotit  thnsn  who  stooJ  by  needed  all  Um 

fiersecution  has  aj^ain  reared  iis   head.     The  that   religiiio  can  fupply— «t  ihia  Moacil  iW 

council  of  ftaie  ofihe  Pays  de  Vaud,  at  ilte  iii<*  clergyman  appeared,  but  advaDced  only  lopH 

fti(;iiti«ii  of  the  cler|ry,  on  January  15,  1S25,  pain  to  the  muuroers.  and  to  agooixe  a  parrai^ 

fMibliAiied   a    decree,   "  proliibiiin^,  un'lfr    tho  heart,  hy  saying,  **  Now  that  you  have  vraitedu 

paualiy  of  severe  fines  ani  imfiriwnnienfit,  ail  hour  till  it  suiit^  me  to  come,  1   wifl  not  isicr 

meetings  for  religious  worship  or  in^:riiciiun,  your  child!  I  did  not  know  that  yoa  were Dii» 

oihitr  than  th^se  of  the  Established  Church:"  scnrer* — lake  yrnir  child  some  where  ebc — isLt 

anJ  in  tho  following  May,  another  decree  uos  it  where  ynu  pirase — but  here  it  shall  not  ke  la 

issued,  whidi  denounces  "  fines,  imprint intn«'nt,  consrcmtttd  ground."      And,  in  laci,  thrj  «m« 

or  banishment,  u|Min  the  roost  private  kitui  iif  romprlied  to  carry  the  child  away  ek?en  niin 

rcli|!ious  assembly,  or  even  the  admission  cif  a  from  th*3  abode  of  its  parent.*,  and  from  the  ptm 

single  visiter  to  family  worship.'*     In  pursuance  that  gave  it  ttirth,  before  it  could  fiad  repose  ii 

of  :heso  ditigraceful  laws,  several  ministf:rs  and  its  kindred  ditft. — At  Mevagiseey,  ioibeeoolT 

private  Christians  of  high  character  Ctr  piety  and  of  Cornwall,  the  vicar  refused  to  allow  the 

acquirements,  have  been  baoislied  from  the  Can*  of  a  Di«senier  to  be  bruucht  withia  the 

tun,  some  for  one  and  some  for  two  years— cut  and,  therefore,  reaii  the  burial  fterrice  ia  tbeffM 

off  from  all  means  of  subaiitence,  unle^^  poMess-  air ;  but,  in  consequence  of  which,  he  read  o^ 

ed  of  independent  (brtunea,  and  left  perhaps  to  a  |>art  of  tliat   service,  and  omitted  the  aHt 

starve  and  perish  in  foreign  lands.     If  they  re-  beautiful  portion.— ^uch  a  power  appeals  It  bs 

aimed  before  the  expiration  of  their  sentence,  it  Cdnreded  to  the  clergy  by  the  laws  of  the  chard; 

is  said  that  dso^  is  the  punishment  to  be  inflict  bui  tlie  xpirit  which  gave  it  existence  ia  deeplj  M 

ed.     One  poor  man,  a  Fchool-mas'er,  in  tho  be  deplored,  as  the  spirit  of  bigotry  and  iaiofe> 

principality  of  Neufchatel,  ban  been  c(tndemned  ranee.    At  Wellingborough,  a  dercymaa,  ia  «f> 

to  Un  years*  banishment.    He  was  hrou^Iit  out  p«'siiion  to  a  cu&toro  which  had  been  esiafahsM 

from  prison,  tied  witli  conis,  and  com|>fiItfd  to  for  sixty  yenrft.  issued  orders,  that  no  bell 

kneel  in  tlie  snow  in  the  public  iK]uare  to  lu  ar  his  toll  when  a  Dissenter  expired.     He  baldly  a 

sentence  read.     His  crime  was,  gathering  togv-  ed,  **  that  he  never  wooU  permit  the  passii^  ksU 

(her  a  few  fellow  Christians  in  his  own  house,  to  be  rung  for  a  Dissenter,  even  in  llbe  event  «f 

and  there  having  the  Lord's  supper  administer-  an  interment  in  the  church-yard ;  that  whital  ht 

ed  by  a  regularly  ordained  minister!*  held  the  curacy,  no  bell  of  hia  church  shosM 

And  is  England  pure  from  the  spirit  of  perse-  ever  loU  for  a  Dissenter ;  and  that  he  wooUaol 

cution  and  intolerance  ?    Let  un  see.— At  Ken-  even  permit  the  bdls  to  ring  for  •  marriage  wfcm 

neridge  in  Dorsetshire  a  worthy  and  excellent  the  parties  were  Dissenters.**    In  reforeaesM 

individual,  belonging  to  the  Wesleyan  denomi-  this  case,  an  appeal  was  made  to  the  Suinfti 

nation,  had  attended  on  a  green,  whore  20  or  30  Petorboroitph,  t\ho  wrote  a  long   letter  oo  ik 

persons  usually  congregated,  on  a  S^tmlay  nfler-  subject,  and  defended  the  conduct  of  this  W^ 

noon,  to  listen  to  tlie  truths  he  thought  it  im|K>r-  inghoroueh  curate. — At  Newport   Pagnel,  t«« 

taut  to  declare.     The  clergyman  of  the   pariiih  pers4ins  of  decent  appearance,  teachers  «if  Bi|^ 

approached  with  a  retinue  of  servants,  and  com'  tist  Sncieties,  were  collecting  subscriptioas  6r 

mandfd  him  to  desist.     The  preacher  took  no  the  erection  of  a  new  [ilace  of  worship.— Ala 

iK>tice  of  the  command  and  proceeded  to  read  his  arriving  at  the  residence  of  the  parish  derfjsnSi 

text.      The    clergyman  then   commanded   the  they  were  taken  before  a  clerical  niagistraie,«ki 

tithing-man  to  seize  him.     He  was  directed  to  upon  the  oath  of  tlie  other  clergyman,  that  thcf 

be  conveyed  to   Wareham  jail ;  and  to  every  were  rogues  and  vagrants,  committed  thesi  tt 

question  the  preacher  put,  as  to  the  groimd  of  his  Aylei^bury  jail ;  where  they  were  confined  Ibr 

being  seized  upon,  the  reverend  and  worthi/  cler-  three  weeks  in  common  with  the  basest  fekNs; 

gyman  only  replied  by  the  brandishing  of  his  among  convicted  thieves  of  the  roost  abaadosdl 

Slick. — Instances  have  occurred  in  which  clergy-  character ; — nay,  more,  they  were  seateoced  to 

men  of  the  establishment  have  reAisod  to  bury  the  treadwnill,  and  kept  at  hard  labour  iheit, 

the  dead.     At  Chidds  Ercal,  in  Shropshire,  the  though,  during  the  whole  time,  one  of  tbeaa  ntf 

child  of  a  poor  man  was  refused  intertnent,  and  afflicted  with  spitting  of  blood.     Their  pspco 

the  father  was  obliged  to  carry  it  six  miles,  be-  were  seized  upon ;  their  money  was  taken  fiea 

fore  it  could  be  laid  at  rest  in  its  mother  earth,  them ;  and  by  means  of  it  the  expense  of  seadiaf 

— At  Catsfield,  in  Sussex,  a  similar  act  of 'in-  them  to  prison  was  defrayed.* 

famy  was  committed.— At  the  moment  when  the  All  the   abovo'Stated    iostancea,  ud  muj 

hell  had  tolled,  when  the  earth  was  to  fall  heavily  others  of  a  similar  description,  oocured  witkn 

upon  the  coffin,  containing  the  only  remains  of  the  limits  of  the  year  1824;  and  every  yearsiaee 

the  being  that  affection  had  endeared,  and  when        .--,   ^     _4ii  *  j  ...-_# 

°                                             '  *  The  reader  wUI  find  a  more  particolar  detail  d 

these  oases,  In  the  "  Address  of  John  WUks.  fM  at 

*  8sea  pamphlet  on  this  sal^t  by  Dr.  PyeflmKh.  the  Fourteenth  Anniversary  of  the  PiotestaHt  8»- 

^■s  also  Cong.  Mafl.  for  June,  I8ti,and  other  pert-  clety  for  the  Protection  of  reUglaaa 

odk  Jwoikfofthatdaia.  Mij,ia9fk                          — •— 
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IIm  "  Society  for  the  Protection  of  Religious  Li-  feet  in  the  world  iii  whic'n  we  live.    It  is  a  pie- 

barty"  was  formed,  similiir  instances,  some  of  ture,  however,  from  whirh  we  ought  not  to  turn 

them  of  a  ni:>re   barbamuii  nature,  have    been  away  our  eyes.  It  sets  before  us  the  evils  which 

brought  forth  to  pubhc  view.     AnJ,  were  it  not  require  to  bo  counteracted,  and  the   obstacles 

tar  the  prijtectioii  which  this  Society  affords  to  tlio  which  must  be  surmoiuited,  before  the  principles 

victims  of  intolerance,  it  n  highly  probable,  that  of  tisaligniiy  be  extirpated,  and  the  moral  princi- 

voxalious  persecutions,  insults,  fines,  and  im|>ri-  pies  of  the  Cliristian  system  take  root   in  the 

■onments,  on  aocotuit  of  ditfcrence.'*  in  religious  world.     But  sucli  views  of  the  existing  stale  of 

opinions,  would  be  much  more  common  than  UiKy  the  moral  worKl,  so  fur  from  operating  as  seda* 

now  are.     Were  such  mdiviJuals  as  those  to  tives,  ought  to  siimulato  us  to  exert  every  ener* 

whom  we  have  now  alluded,  permitted,  by  the  gy,  and  to  use  every  judicious    and  powerful 

laws  of  oar  country,  to  carry   their  intolerant  mean,  which  has  a  tendency  to  pronnote  the  ac- 

spirit  to  its  utmost  extent,  Dissen'ers  would  have  compli«ihment  of  this  important  object. 

no  security  either   f  >r  their  properly  or  llieir  It  would  have  given  me  pleasure  to  have  pre* 

lives ;  and  the  fires  of  Smithfield  would  again  be  sentcd  before  the  eye  of  the  reader  a  more  cheer* 

kindled,  to  torture  the  S'luls,  and  to  consume  the  ful  and  alluring  picture  ;  but  "  &cts  are  stubborn 

bodies,  of  aU  who  refusel  to  conform  to  the  dog>  things,"  and  theie  is  no  resisting  the  force  of  the 

Bias  of  a  national  church.  evidence  which  they  adduce, — 1  intend  to  re- 

AAer  what  has  been  stated  in  the  preceding  lieve  some  of  the  dark  shades  of  this  picture,  by 

part  of  tbb  work,  it  is  almost  needless  to  say,  exhibiting  some  fnint  radiations  of  truth  and  bo* 

that  such  an  intolerant  and  persecuting  spirit  b  nevolence  which  arc  still  visible  amidst  the  sur- 

diametrically   opoosile  to  every  principle   that  roimding  gl  )om.   For,  amidst  the  moral  darkness 

Crrades  the  Christian  system ;  and  tliere  cannot  which  has  so  long  covered  the  earth,  some  streaks 

a  groaier  misrepresenlation  of  its  spirit  and  of  celestial  light  have  always  been  visible ;  and 

tandancy,  than  to  ascribe  such  dispositions  and  the  dawning  of  a   brighter  day  now  begins  to 

ooadnct  to  the  genius  of  that  religion  which  iv-  gild  our  horizon.    SutMtantial  knowledge  is  now 

TOUCRAirCE  has  thought  proper  to  assiinie.  Can  beginning  to  diiTuse  its  benign  influence  on  all 

a  tingle  instance  be  produced  of  a  per^ocutiog  ranks  ;  the  shackles  of  despotism  are  bursting 

spirit  in  the  conduct  of  Jesus  Christ,  or  in  that  of  asimder ;  the  darkness  of  superstition  is  gradu* 

any  one  of  his  apostles !  When  he  *'  wai  reviled,  ally  dispelling ;  the  spirit  of  peraecution  is  borne 

he  reviled  not  anain ;  and  when  he  suffered,  ho  down  and  powerfully  opposed  by  the  force  of 

threatened  not ;  and  he  solemnly  rebukwi  his  fol-  truth  and  of  common  sense,  and  the  rights  of 

knveri  when  the  least  symptom  of  intolerance  or  conscience  are  beginning  to  be  generally  recog- 

reveoffe  was  displayed.    Can  a  religion,  wbicli  nised.    Philanthropic  institutions  of  various  de- 

coatraands  us  to  love  ourneighbours  as  ourselves  scri^lions  have  been  established,  edu'-ation   is 

—to  be  kindly  affectionate  one  towards  another  extending  its  beneficial  effects ;  the   instruction 

•'—to  love  our  enemiee^to  do  good  to  them  that  of  the  young  is  becoming  an  object  of  more  gc- 

bate  us — to  bless  them  that  curse  us — and  to  ncral  attention  {philosophical  institutions,  village 

pray  lor   them  that  despitefuUy  use  us,"— can  libraries,  and  associations  for  intellectual  im- 

aoch  a  religion  be  supposed  to  give  the  least  provement,  are   rapidly  organizing;  Bible  and 

ooontenance  to  actions  that  are  both  intolerant  missionary  societies  aro  extending  their  influence 

mad  inhumane?    If  the  religion  of  Christ  have  through  every  portion  of  the  religious  world,  and 

aay  oi»  prominent  object  which  distin^i^hes  it  Christianity  is  now  beginning  to  display  its  be- 

from  all  others,  it  is  this--»lo  unite  mankind  in  neficent  energies  on  distant  continents,  and  the 

one  hannrmious  and  affectionate  society  ;  and  islands  of  tlie  ocean. — But,  instead  of  entering 

such  an  object  is  altogether  incnrapatihlo  with  into  deuils  in  the  illustration  of  these  and  si- 

reaeatment,  intolerance,  or  persecution  in  any  milar  effects  which  have  always,  in  a  greater  or 

■hape.    "  By  this  shall  all   men  know,"  says  Ifss  degree,  accompanied  the  progress  of  the 

Jesus,  "  that  you  are  my  disciples,  if  yu  love  one  Christian  religion,  I  shall,  in  the  mean  time,  refer 

another."  the  reader  to  the  excellent  work  of  Dr.  Ryan, 

— — **  *'  On  the  History  of  the  effects  of  Religion  on 

Mankind." 

Hen  I  UHMt  close  the  illustration  of  the  moral  Here  a  question  may  be  proposed  by  aome  of 

■tale  of  maidiiDd,  thoof^  they  might  have  been  my  readers,— Is  it  possible  to  bring  the  inhabi* 

carried  to  a  much  gmater  extent.    They  present  tants  of  this  world,  in   their  present  depraved 

to  avery  benevokot  mind  a  gUmiqf  picture  of  the  state,  to  a  general  observance  of  the  laws  of  be* 

moral  aspect  of  the  human  race,^d  of  the  de*  nevolence  whidi  have  been  illustrated  in  the  pre* 

pravity  which  the  principle  of  malevolence  car-  ceding  part  of  this  work  ?    To  such  a  question 

ries  in  its  train.    It  is  a  picture  which  shows  us  I  would  reply,— FT^otever  moa  hoM  done^  man 

iJuU  those  moral  principles  and  laws  which  the  may  do.    Amidst  the  depravity  and  the  dark* 

Creator  ioteoded  to  pronote,  the  felicity  of  all  aeM  with  which  the  earth  bu  beta  gsnerally  cb- 

,  iMifa  Mver  jel  beao  brought  into  fiiB  ^  ▼ek>ped,  iadividuali  baft  oeoaakaatty 
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who  have  Rhone  at  lifhlt  in  the  moral  world,  and  priaons  in  Petersbargb,  NoFogorod,  Tvtr.lfo* 

exhibited  bright  pattenMofChrisiian  temper  «nd  cow,  and   other  cities  in  the  Ruaaiui 

of  active  beneficence.     The  Apostle  Paul  had  The  prisons,  hospitals,  work-hooaes,  mad  I 

his  mind  iwibued  with  a  large  portion  uT  the  spirit  bouses  of  correction,  and  the   nboden  of  i 

iiT  love.     He  voluntarily  embarked  in  a  tour  of  of  erery  description  in  Pelembui^,  were  vi 

benevolence  through  the  nations ;  and  in  spite  of  by  him,  day  after  day :  "  and  manj  a  prisoMi 

reproaches,  peneontions,  stripes  and  imprison-  bowed  down  with  afflictioa  and  iron,  was  dbeen^ 

menis  ;  in  the  midst  of  "  perils  in  the  waters,  instructed,  and  saved  by  his  in}Dtstratiauif*ir 

perils «/  robbers,  perils  by  his  own  countrymen,  his  philanthropy  extended   both   to  the  boAti 

perils  in  the  city,  and  perils  in  the  wilderness;'*  and  to  the  souls  of  men.*'* 

and  in  the  face  of  every  dan<;er,  and  of  death  it-  Many  other  examples  might  be  prodncadfrM 

Aelf,  he  prosecuted,  with  a  noble  heroism,  his  la-  the  annals  of  our  timet,  and  of  Uluatriout  cfaanfr 

hour  of  love,  purely  for  the  sake  of  promoting  the  ters,  presently  existing,  to  demooatrate,  tfaat  t 

best  interests  of  mankind.     All  the  Apostles  en-  noble  and  disinterested  beneToleooe  is  a  priocr 

gaged  in  the  same  benevolent  undertaking  ;  they  pie,  capable  of  being  exerciaed  eren  in  the  ftt^ 

sacrificed  every  private  interest,  every  telfish  tent  degenerated  state  of  the  inhabitants  of  tsr 

consideration  ;  "  neither  counted  they  their  lives  world.    We  find  parents  soom  times  diqiligrii^ 

dear  unto  themsdvet,  so  that  they  might  finish  a  high  degree  of  benevcdent  feeling  Wwaidt  Aw 

their  course  with  joy,**  and  be  the  means  of  ac-  offspring,  and  sacrificinf  their  ease,  and  ibiir 

fomplishing  the  salvation  of  their  fetlow-meni  personal  interests,  in  order  to  seenrn  their hcatb, 

Even  in  our  own  times,  many  distinguished  their  happiness,  and  enjoyments.     We  find  k> 

individuals  have  arisen,  who  have  leflecied  ho-  som  friends  like  David  aiod  Jonathan,  and  bks 

nour  on  our  species.    The  name  of  Hotonrd  is  Damon  and  Pythias,  rejoicing  in  the  welfiue  cf 

familiar  to  every  one  who  it  in  the  least  acquaint-  each  other,  and  encountering  difficoltiet  aii 

«d  with  the  annals  of  philanthropy,  (see  p.  20.)  dangers  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  objeen 

This  excellent  man,  and  truly  philanthropic  cha-  of  their  firiendnhip.    What,  then«  should  bisdv 

racter,  devoted  his  time,  his  strensth,  his  genius,  such  dispositions    from    becomittg    univaisilf 

his  literary  acquisitions,   and  his  fortune,  and  What  shouM  hinder  them  from  being  trans%ffs4 

finally  sacrificed  his  life,  in  the  pursuits  of  human-  to  all  the  sensitive  and  intdlectual  beings,  vilb 

ity,  and  in  the  unwearied  prosecution  of  active  whom  we  may  have  occasion  to  correspond,  or  ft 

benevolence.    He  travelled  over  every  country  associate?    Would  not  the  unirersal  ezerast  cf 

in  Europe  and  in  the  adjacent  regions  of  Asia,  such  dispositions  be  highb/  dtmn/hkf  would  it 

impelled  by  the  spirit  of  Christian  love,  in  order  not  tend  to  banish  war  and  diseord  fiom  iht 

to  survey  the  mansions  fif  sorrow  and  of  pain,  and  world,  and  promote  peace  on  the  earth,  and  gosi 

to  devise  schemes  for  the  relief  of  human  wretch-  will  among  men  f   Why,  then,  are  soch  dispeii* 

edness  wherever  it  existed ;  and,  in  the  execu-  tions  so  seldom  displayed  ?     Not  because  ihi 

tiun  of  this  scheme  of  benevolence,  the  energies  universal  exercise  of  them  is  a  thing  iropossiUe; 

of  his  nuod  were  so  completely  absorbed,  that  but  because  men,  actuated  by  selfohness,  ais 

*'  he  never  suffered  himself,  for  a  moment,  to  be  wnmUing  \o  give  full  t«ope  to  the  benevdeDt  aA 

diverted  irom  carrying  it  into  efilect,  even  by  the  feclions  ;  because  they  have  never  yet  em^Joyc^ 

Bsost  attractive  of  those  objects  which  formerly  all  the  requisite  means  for  bringing  then  isM 

possessed  all  their  most  powerful  influence  upon  full  operation.    If  all  the  energies  of  the  inte^ 

his  curiosity  and  his  taste."""  lect,  and  all  the  treasures  whidi  have  been  ex- 

The  late    Walter  Venning,  Esq.,  who  has  pended  in  fostering  malignant  passions,  snd  is 

been  denominated,  by  Prince  Qalitzin,  the  second  promoting  contentions  and  warfare,  had  bees 

Hmtxird,  walked  in  the  steps  of  his  illustrious  devoted  to  the  great  object  of  cultivating  the  pri^ 

predecessor,  and  with  the  most  fervent  Christian  ciple  of  benevolence,  and  distributing  happinea 

ceal,  devoted  his  short,  but  useful  li(e,  to  the  al-  among  men  ;   the  moral  and  physical  aspeet  gf 

leviation  of  human  misery,  and  to  the  promotion  ear  world  would  long  ago  have  assumed  a  vciy 

of  the  best  interests  of  thousands  of  wretched  different  appearance  from  what  it  now  wean. 

individuals  who  '*  were  ready  to  perish.'*    He  The  philanthropic  individuals,  to  whom  I  havs 

withdrew  himself  from  the  ordinary  round  of  alluded,  were  men,  whose  actions   were  soow> 

genteel  society,  and  declined  all  commercial  bu-  times  blended  with  the  failings  and  imperfectioai 

siness,  that  he  might  devote  the  whole  energies  incident  to  degenerated  humanity  ;  but  the  prts> 

of  his  soul  to  benevdent  occupations.     He  com-  ciple  of  benevolence  niled  supreme  over  all  iha 

menced  his  philanthropic  career,  by  co-operating  subordinate  affections ;  and  if  the  world  wart 

in  the  formation  of  the  "  Society  for   improve-  peopled  with  such  men,  notwithstanding  the  Wf 

ment  of  Prison  discipline,''  which  was  formed  perfections  which  attached  to  them,  society,  it 

in  London  in   1816  ;  and  afterwards  visited  the  every  land,  would  present  the  appearance  of  a 


moral  paradise,  and  form  an  image  of  the  bu^ 

*  Mr.  Venning  died  in  1 
IhspabUoandprtvaielMof  JohnHoiraM.'*  Ibitleth  yearor  his  tgi. 


*  For  a  particular  account  of  the  laboura  of  thit 
eminent  philanthropltt.  see  Brown's  "  Memoirs  of       *  Mr.  Venning  died  in  PstanbUflL  tat  uu.  la  da 


IdEANS  OF  PROMOTINQ  CHRISTIAN  MORALITT. 


181 


nibny  tnd  felicity  of  "the  saints  in  light." 
Every  one  who  belieyct  in  the  existence  of  a 
finara  stale,  (undlj  imagines  that  he  shall  enjoy 
hiqtpiness  in  that  state.  But,  whence  is  his 
luppiness  to  arise  in  the  fiitare  world,  but  from 
tbe  exercise  of  those  dispositions  which  the  law 
ofC^odrecpiires?  And  if  the  exercise  of  bene- 
Tolent  dispositions  be  enentially  requisite  for 
Mcuring  supreme  felicity  in  the  eternal  state, 
tlieir  cultivation,  even  in  the  present  world, 
nut  be  an  indupcruabU  duty,  in  order  to  our 
pnparalion  for  the  employments  of  the  celestial 
world.  For  it  is  a  law  of  the  Creator,  which  is 
etomal  and  immutable,  that  "  without  holiness, 
BO  man  can  see  the  Lord.*'  And  whenever  the 
raquliile  means  are  employed  for  the  cultivation 
of  holy  and  beneScent  dispositions,  we  may  rest 
AMured,  that  our  labour  will  be  crowned  with 
■ueccss.  For  the  energy  of  the  divine  Spirit, 
from  whom  proeeedeth  every  good  and  perfect 
fift,  is  promised  to  accompany  the  use  of  every 
proper  mean,  so  as  to  render  it  effectual  for 
cfNmteracting  the  effects  of  moral  evil»  and  for 
promocing  the  renovation  of  the  world. 

We  have  examples  before  us,  not  only  of  a 
few  insulated  individuals,  but  of  societies, 
where  tbe  principle  of  benevolence,  in  a  greater 
or  lufli  degree,  pervades  the  whole  mass.  The 
people  who  have  been  denominated  Qiuken, 
have  always  been  distinguished  by  their  himiane 
mod  peac^le  dispositions,  their  probity  and 
hospitality  to  each  other,  the  cheerfulness  of 
Iheir  manners,  their  opposition  to  war,  and  the 
active  zeal  which  thoy  have  displayed  in  contri- 
buting to^the  good  of  mankirid.  The  Mora- 
viana  are  also  distinguished  for  their  affectionate 
intercourse  with  each  other,  the  liberality  of 
their  dispositions,  the  peaceableness  of  their 
tempers,  the  purity  and  sirapliciiy  of  their  lives, 
ood  their  missionary  efforts  for  evangelizing  the 
Iteithen  world.*    Would  lo  God  that  the  whole 


*  The  following  anecdote,  is  Illustrative  of  the 
dianwter  of  manj  of  the  Moravians,  or  Remhutters 
as  they  are  Bometimen  called.— In  a  late  war  in  Ger- 
Duny,  a  captain  of  cavalry  was  ordered  out  on  a 
roragitu;  party.  He  put  hln»elf  at  the  head  of  his 
troop,  and  marched  to  the  qoarter  asvlfimcd  him.  It 
was  a  solitary  valley,  in  which  hardly  any  thlnxhut 
woods  was  to  be  Keen.  In  the  midst  stood  a  little 
rottaf  e ;  on  percet vini;  It  he  rode  up,  and  knocked  at 
the  door;  out  comes  an  ancient  Hemhutter  with  a 
board  silvered  by  afire.  "Fattier,"  says  the  officer, 
**  show  me  a  field  where  I  ran  net  my  troopeni  a 
1hn^T\f(."  "Piewntly,"  replied  the  Hemhutter. 
The  good  old  man  walkeil  before,  and  conducted 
Viera  oat  of  the  valley.  Atter  a  quarter  of  an  hour's 
march,  they  found  a  field  of  barley.  *'  There  is  the 
very  thin^  we  vrant,"  says  the  captain.—"  Have  pa- 
tience for  a  very  few  minutes,**  replied  the  guide, 
"and  you  shall  be  satisfled."  They  went  on,  and 
about  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  league  farther, 
Otey  arrived  at  another  field  of  barley.  The  troop 
Immediately  dismounted,  cut  down  the  gram.truiis- 
ed  It  up,  and  remounted.  Theofflcer  upon  thiii,  says 
to  his  conductor,  "  Father,  you  have  f^lven  yourself 
and  us  unnecessary  trouble ;  the  first  field  was  much 
better  than  thb.*'  "  Very  true,  Sir,"  repUed  the  good 
did  man.    **  JMtt  tea*  noi  mln^.**— Here  we  have  a 


world  were  duakers  and  Moraviau,  notwith- 
standing their  peculiarities  of  opinion !  With 
all  their  foibles  arid  imperfections,  society  would 
then  wear  a  more  beautiful  and  alluring  aspect 
than  it  has  ever  yet  done  ;  peace  and  industry 
would  be  promoted :  the  6re8  of  persecutioo 
would  be  quenched ;  philanthropy  would  go  forth 
among  tho  nations,  distributing  a  thousand 
blessings,  and  the  people  would  learn  war,  no 
more. 


I  intend   in  this  place,  to  inquire  into  the 

StX.ilfS  BY  WHICH  THE  PRACTICK  OF  CHHIS* 
TIAHMORALITr  MIGHT   BE  PROMOTKD.      But 

I  fmd  that  this  is  a  subject  which  would  require 
a  distinct  volume  for  its  illustration.  At  present, 
I  can  suggest  only  two  or  three  hints. 

In  the  first  place.  The  tniMectuai  instruction 
of  the  young,  should  be  an  object  of  universal  ala 
tention,  both  in  public  and  private.  For  true 
knowledge  is  the  spring  of  all  religious  emotions, 
and  of  all  virtuous  actions.  By  intellectual  in- 
struction, I  do  not  mean  merely  a  series  of  exer- 
cises in  spelling,  pronouncing,  parsing,  constro- 
ing,  writing,  and  figuring ;  but  a  communication 
of  the  elements  of  thou^,  and  of  dear  and  «x- 
teosivo  eoooeptions  of  the  pbyaicnl  and  moral  re- 
lations of  the  universe.^.  The  moral  instruc- 
tion of  the  young  ^MHikl  be  an  obje^  of  particu- 
lar and  incessant  attention.  Moral  instruction 
should  be  inculcated,  not  merely  by  a  reiteration 
of  dry  precepts,  maxims,  and  abstract  doctrines^ 
or  by  a  reference  to  the  details  and  flimsy  senti- 
ments contained  in  fictitio«is  narratives ;  hot  by 
a  pointed  and  pacific  reference  to  real  facts  ;  as 
exhibited  in  the  Sacred  History,  the  annals  of 
nations,  and  in  the  scenes  of  the  fitmily,  and  of 
general  society.  I  wcmld  expect  no  greater  ae- 
sistance  in  the  work  of  moral  instruction  from 
the  religious  novels  with  which  tbe  Christian 
world  is  now  dehiged,  than  I  wouki  do  from  a 
circulation  of  the  Pious  Frauds  which  were  so 
common  in  the  first  ages  of  the  church.  In 
schools,  and  in  families,  every  thing  which  has  a 
tendency,  either  directly  or  indirectly  to  foster 
pride,  envy,  contention,  revenge,  and  other  ma- 
lignant affections,  should  be  firmly  and  sedu- 
lously discouraged  and  counteracted ;  and  higher 
rewards  (if  rewards  be  expedient)  should  in 
every  instance,  be  bestowed  on  the  indiridual 
who  cultivates  and  displays  benevolent  affections, 

beatiful  prnctical  exhibition  oXlovetoourntighboiurt 
and  of  calm  resignation  to  tho  providential  dispen* 
satlons  of  God.  How  few  professed  Christians  have 
been  found  artini?  in  this  manner '  And  yet  I  doubt 
not,  tha'.  this  eood  man  would  experience  more  true 
satisfaction  In  the  temper  and  conduet  he  displayed, 
tha^  if  he  had  ofTered  resistance,  practised  dissimu- 
lation, or  Bct  them  to  plunder  his  neighbour's  field. 
A  number  of  disinterested  actions  such  as  this, 
would  contribute  more  powerf\iIly  to  the  support  of 
the  Christian  cause  than  a  thousand  theological 
disputes,  imbued  with  the  spirit  and  temper  with 
which  they  have  been  most  frequently  condfnoted. 
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"ot*-— a.  InuiluiioimlnHiliiheibraieiHiritoni-  ""™E'>  '<•'  [nKuding  ili-ciiBiom  «ocl  lihw* 

PUMialiog  liiBnir,  uj    tciwilific  koo»k<i»,  "™  ""Anii^J, 'li»  Wfewing  oaoclMiooi™ 

oleoJcd  wiih  Bmnl  UKJ  rslieiuiM  iiutroiHioaiko  i'=<l'"!«l  rapetlmg. 

p.n™irft«ih«,«,  i,Rdof„,rr™Dk.Dd»,  .'-  Tlw'utiJH^t  rfpre«hme,  «ri  Ihe  pad 

from  nriem  yun  lod  ufivurdi,  paniularli  in  ""'  """^"  ™  minium  oTrtKgioo.m  Lhtu<i>- 

uid  Mhon.  for  IheiHupiw  of  cttiog  l«ih  inia  *""  «1'«»J)  ""n.  il"!  it  il  itM  pnt<J>|MI^ 

Klion  Ihe  «i(iFgHi  of  ihoir  nindi,  ind  for  uf».  "^'I»'™  lo  bring  inio  pncdoJ  opcnum  ih 

TMImglhiipowih  of  hihi«ofdiuip.iioii      In  P"«ipl««riiiv8  loGod  .nd  lo  oaa;  mj.fii 

™h  Uuiiiuliani,  lb.  audirMfaiioo  oTboieTolenl  ?'"'<™.l'"'i''l*'U'l«in«oflljn7irfCtraiii». 

■fftciniM,  tai  profnitiy  r/aOT^ rooiau,ihaM  "T'"  •"<™pli«ii'Migtit  la  heibB  olliaBie.iarf 

t»  muh  ihc  coodjiioo.  nf  «njoriiie  ihe  iulruc  "^  Chri^iui  pnachtr.     Ii  i«  ool  mrnHf  u 

tioDi  Md  privrifgo.  of  (he  uBcwlioit.— 4.  In  '"""'  ™"  *»  ""e  Miri'  rf  crrUio  >f>m«u.  M 

e«lneiion"iUnh«c««|olhermeui«,  iheaiui  '* '"d""  dwni  <o -rnOincB  Ibepetiilijnlie.  i/i 

<irpr«c[i«l  iDormlit)'  HouM  bo  yowBrrully  pnmol-  l""^-     "  ''■  '■■"  '*<T  °*y  "  t»  renewH  ia  Ot 

«d,  »ero  Ihc  niniitir.  of  rriigion,  (mnnc  Jil  ■P.""/ "t«i'mi'«I»,"nnd,  "mdraiwl  tclbi 

PjoiH.  lo  direct  itasic  aiMgie,  „  n,  di«™.™  '!"'""""  oT  ib»  "ior.  in  %hi"— il  it,  ihu 

<ifnor.lHibj«;U,«,ChiiHiuinrrociplM,iii.i™l  "'e)'„"'>J  "iIhit  "ngwHiii™  tnd  wDtWU  luw, 

■rcoDRi...;  Ihoir  «im,i„  ,lm,„  „cl«.i.Bl.  ,o  "^ '"'  "*«rij.  Ti.hl»o.ly,  .sd  god?.,  ra  >W 

docmn^  diBniBi™.     Bdigior  i.  ««  .,y,«B,  P'""'  ""  "o'M;"  «.d  b.  "  ™L<ed'.os,tf„ 

ncrolysf  ipiiciil  olive  and  mciapti^iinl  iniih..  "^^iW^'ch  mli'hoiidof  p*TfteiioiL"_Mio- 

i»r  doei  II  cooiUl  in  Ilio  coiiii>fBpkli(in  of  myiie-  P"r"=»l  i!i«|uinliDiu,  reupecling  dogmu  in  rdi- 

noM  tioi,  or  iBOHnpreheoaihlc  dogmu ;  hul  ii  P°"'  ""°  '"7  ''"'e  "ndency  lo  mrlicme  ik 

fa  »  nili««l  ud  UDgiUe  „bi„i,  uMroucd  u>  ''""' "^  '"  P™">d>«  bm.reUi  dispottiw* 

tt»reuon,  ib«  hopes,  indfei™,  end  ihr  common  "^  »B«<iM».    On  the  eootrarr,  ibe.  !,,„  fo. 

WDie  ornienl.i,.H  .  ..J  ,i,-_.r...  -...  n...^.  .■  """"Uy  produced  ■  temper  of  oiinddifBOij^Krt- 


Hiilorj. 

diiplayed  in  imnici 


chiefl)rrfB<i«dfi<miihB4cm.rSRcrod     J^'  "  ™  "T""'  of  Chriiiimitj.     Thej  tan 


bUog   object.,  «e«,,  .Bd  ««ci,iiom   »ith  l™f^n''riiyofiheirp.Qfe.,™,u«l,|„,rtio*5 

chwosro  cotinwled.— A  iwich  gr«»lcr  de-  *'''"""*'«'•  """<»  ("■"'"  othe™  «i  hemjo, 

I  of  uiiultoii,  sbJ  of  energj,  Ihu  j,  now  '"'' •"•^"eranf"'"  pnv'l,  on  ««ounn/«Bt 

leyedin  iminiciioiu  from  Ihs  putpit,  iiilM  "'«'" ''i'"'"™*"  in  •enliDimnboul  Bpenioita 

iiiiiefo,,rrMunglh.altrnlion,»qd  riming  ■l«'™;  "hile  iW'hemi'iTeiheTi.  Bevwil- 

nind.    ir(bwef»ro>on.taftr(di'liverBd,"S  to  dinpt.y  ih»l  durilj  which   '  euffeieT'loH, 

MlerportMmofiiilolhKUiiiJonergyninoedusi.  ™"  *""!,  "^hich  n  not  naly  pro¥pk«l,  id 


-  ,„ ,  ,  ,                                ot  euilf  provnkwl, 

,^ "■-.J  if  prMchere,  periHM-  'h'«l''"h  no  j-v.l."    The™  areraruin  dociri 

Uflf  .moog  DiiMBier,,  had  fe-e,  di«ourae.  Ui  "^  '^'■'  "''''*  «  ough'  •!"«■  'o  "ct-ni 

™ii|»«,  .Ddinore<inK(b,t»kii^.nunplei».  ««  to  keep  in  .iow  ..  fundwomlid  «i™  ip' 

tollKtiii]  range  through  (he lyneo,  of  nunre  of  ""ChrwUn  ^Men,;_B«±„  ibal      h>n  ii 

fto»idei«e,  ,nd  of  KveJeii™,  .  ™,e  po-e,fi,l  "*•  ^'^-  "*•  ™e  Medieic  b«w«n  God  ui 

•ff«l   would    u*ioubndly  be  ,i™doeed  on  <he  ™»'  ""  "»"  ^hrin  Jeiti.  J-  ih„  ..  h,  ^^^  j, 

«.lin«iui  worW,  and  upon  ill  who  owuionaUy  "."'  ™""™;  ""I  ">»  •g«in  for  our  Juitifio- 

IneBdian»ly.dii,ih«(.ll.ucbnie.i«oughHD  "f"  «'<"y  of  God i"  end  that  "  we  m  mt^ 

U  ucoopuDied  wiih  fcrrent  pt^f„  to  ,ht  '.F.-  ™'r  ''J'  ^''  E"".  'h""el>  the  redempLiai  Ihil 

li.rjf],gl,ta,"u«l  dependence  Mihepromieed  -  m  Chriit  J.™."     Bm,  .here  i.  no  n««i.T 

•idofUw   Spirilof  holine«.    But  wiihotil  ih.  ""  "P""""'?  sln™«  e"l«i«ly  oi.  ih«e  ui 

■ppliclloB  of  ill  the  energetic  metni  which  re*.  ■'",''"  d«lrine«,  «i  i.  iHquenlly  done,  lo  ifce 

WNi  and  rBTclBliomuggMl,  we  bate  no  reuon  *™"i™o*'p™:iiciil  mordiij;  lince  ihfv  oogll 

locanoluda  wd  il  would  be  preiumpiioa  to  «-  "J  l»."««rded  in  the  Jighl  raiher  of  firu  priKJ. 

t«l,  Ihel  ihe  influenc.  rf  heei^n  will  ducen]  P""  '"  "'■«»>>.  than  u  (opici  wbich  rwuw  tg 
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he  praf^d  by  kboamf -«nd  diffused  argumenta.  to  degenerate  into  a  mere  figment,  or,  tt  most, 

Tet,  It  is  a  fact,  that  such  doctrines,  which  are  into  a  subject  of  wrangling,  or  a  matter  of  curi- 

tnly  the  meana  of  rdigion,  hare  been  expatiated  ous  speculation. 

upon  without  intermission,  as  if  the  shnple  be-  Let  no  class  of  religionists  presume  to  tell  us, 
Kef  of  them  were  the  end  of  religion ;  while  ihe  that,  if  the  fundamental  doctrines  of  religion  be 
great  moral  object  of  Christianity  has  been  either  simply  declared,  Christian  morality  will  follow  as 
•ntirely  overlooked,  or  thrown  into  the  shade,  a  matter  of  course ;  and  that,  to  expatiate  on  any 
What  should  we  think  of  the  instructor  of  youth,  particular  branch  of  social  conduct,  is  to  dege- 
wfao  confined  die  attention  of  his  pupil  solely  to  nerate  into  U^  preaching.  Ifdiis  principle 
ihe  character  of  the  alphabet,  and  to  the  pro-  were  to  be  admitted,  then  all  the  expostulations 
Bunciatioo  of  a  few  elementary  sounds,  and  then  and  denunciations  of  the  prophets,  all  the  reproofe 
diamtssed  him  with  a  general  exhortation,  to  ap-  and  exhortations  of  the  aposdes,  all  the  moral 
ply  them  to  aH  the  combinations  of  letters  and  sermons  of  our  Saviour,  and  all  the  minute  di- 
■yllablea  he  might  find  in  every  book  ?  Could  rections  in  reference  to  moral  conduct,  detailed 
we  ever  expect,  that,  in  ordinary  cases,  such  a  in  every  epistle  to  the  Christian  churches,  may 
fRipil  wodd  either  make  progress  in  the  art  of  be  regarded  as  egregious  trifling.  If'  it  be  one 
Beading,  or  use  it  as  the  nwditim  of  acquiring  grand  design  of  revelation  to  restore  mankind 
knowledge?  And  what  shall  we  think  of  those  from  the  ruins  uf  the  fall,  and  to  reinstate  them 
who  do  little  more  than  attempt  to  explain  the  in  that  integrity  whidi  they  at  first  possessed  ;^ 
axioms  of  the  Christian  system,  but  never  show  if  it  was  the  chief  deaiga  of*'  the  law  and  the 
fheir  bearings  on  the  scenery  of  real  life,  nor  en-  prophets"  to  bring  forth  into  act  ion,  oo  the  theatre 
deftvour  to  extend  our  views  of  the  providential  of  die  world,  the  two  fimdamental  principles  of 
operations  of  God,  and  of  the  glory  of  his  king-  the  moral  law,  as  the  Lawgiver  himself  has  ex- 
^m  7  If  Christianity  consisted  merely  in  ab-  pressly  stated ;  (Matt.  xxii.  S7— 40 ;) — if  the 
mncX  diequisitioDs,  and  metaphysical  dogmas,  sweet  singer  of  Israel  devoted  a  large  portion  of 
•neb  a  practice  might  be,  in  some  measure,  his  inspired  strains  to  the  celebration  of  the  di- 
daCensible ;  but  since  it  is,  in  every  sense  of  the  vine  precepts,  (Psalm  cxix.  &c. ;)— >if  most  of  the 
spord,  a  pneHetU  system,  it  is  next  to  trifling  sermons  and  parables  of  our  Saviour  have  a  di- 
with  its  prominent  objects,  to  confine  the  range  rect  bearing  on  the  same  important  subject ;— if 
of  religions  dtsciasions  within  so  narrow  bounds  the  apostle  Paul,  in  his  instructions  to  a  Christiaii 
■a  u  generally  done  by  many  of  those  who  are  minister,  enlarged  particularly  oo  the  duties 
deaignated  by  the  term  etangeKcal ;  and  argues  which  should  be  inculcated  oo  the  various  ranks 
ft  complete  forgetfulness  of  the  apostle's  exhorts-  and  relations  of  men,  (Titus  ii.  iii. ;) — if  all  the 
tion,  **  Therefore,  leaving  the  first  principles  of  apostolic  letters  to  the  Christian  churches  are 
tbedoctrine  of  Christ,  let  us  go  on  to  perfection,"  full  of  minute  directions,  in  relation  to  every 
tracing  first  principles  through  all  their  diversi-  branch  of  moral  duty ;— if  heaven  be  the  scene  of 
fled  bearings  on  mortal  action,  and  on  Christian  perfect  moral  rectitude,  where  ardent  afiectioo 
coDtemplaiioo.  towards  God,  and  towards  feUow^ntelligences, 
One  of  the  great  objects  of  preaching  ought,  ever  reigns— where  love,  peace,  and  harmony, 
undoubtedly,  to  be,  to'  investigate  the  numerous  eternally  prevail ; — if  the  happiness  of  that  woiid 
and  minute  ramifications  of  human  conduct ;  to  depend  upon  the  absence  of  moral  evil,  and  the 
expire  every  avenue  of  corruption  ;  to  cndea-  attainment  of  moral  perfection ;— if  the  present 
▼oar  to  draw  forth  from  its  hiding-place  every  world  be  a  state  of  preparation  for  the  enjoyments 
immoral  principle  and  action,  which  exerts  its  of  that  happier  region; — if  this  preparation  con- 
pernicious  influence  in  Christian  or  in  general  sist  in  having  the  principles  of  love  to  God  and 
society;  and  with  aH  the  powers  of  graphical  toman  interwoven  through  the  whole  constituticm 
description  we  can  command,  to  portray  them  of  the  mind,  and  brought  fbnh  into  action  in  the 
before  the  eyes  of  men,  in  all  their  repulsive  diversified  scenra  of  civil  and  religious  intei^ 
features,  and  in  all  their  abominations.  At  the  course ; — if  such  important  eflects  cannot  be  pro- 
aame  time,  we  ought  to  apply  the  touch-stone  of  duced,  unless  by  laying  open  to  view  the  latent 
the  divine  law  to  every  unchristian  propensity  abominations  of  the  heart,  by  impdling  the  moral 
and  practice ;  to  exhibit  its  contrariety  to  the  principles  of  the  gospel  through  all  the  avenues 
spirit  of  our  holy  religion ;  to  show  bow  the  and  windings  of  the  human  passions  and  aflfec- 
principle  of  love  ought  to  operate  in  every  given  tions ;  and,  by  fliustrating,  with  minute  partico- 
easo  aiod  circumstance,  and  in  the  minutest  ac-  larity,  every  subordinate  branch  of  Christian 
tions  of  human  life  ;  and  how  very  different  ef-  duty  ;'-rif  these  positions  be  admitted,  it  will  fol- 
IsclB  would  be  produced,  were  the  principles  laid  low,  that  the  duties  of  Christian  morality,  so  6r 
down  by  our  Saviour  and  his  apostles,  to  operate  from  being  thrown  into  an  obscure  eomer,  ou^t 
with  fiill  effect  throughout  every  department  of  to  occa^y  ^promineni  place  in  the  range  oftho 
the  moral  worid.  Unless  such  objects  be  gene-  ministration  of  every  Christian  minister,  who  is 
raDy  aimed  at,  and  steadily  kept  in  view,  in  the  desirous  to  promote  the  improvement  of  soeistf , 
of  public  instnictioo,  religion  will  bo  apt  and  the  rsoonukm  of-lbe  worid. 
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In  ahort,  we  eipect  no  grtod  moral  reibnn»-  though  nerer  miniftrting  the  hmMt  wpaiftcmd 

tion  to  be  achieTod— oo  conunenceinent  of  the  penitence,  will  be  viewed  u  a  toletvblj  hk  cIb> 

millennial  era  of  the  church,  till  ^  the  watchmen  racter  in  religioua   societj,  especially  if  be  bi 

upon  Mount  Sioo,"  with  more  energy  than  thej  acquired  a  considerable  share  of  wealUi  aad  d 

have  yet  displayed,  '*  shall  lift  up  their  voice  like  rafluenoe  in  general  society.— OTsodi  cases  wi 

a  trumpet,  and  show  to  the  hoiMe  of  Jacob  their  practices,  the  author  had  selected  a  mmbertf 

trunsvressions" — till    they    'Mift    it    up    with  atriking  examples',  which  the   narrow  iimiiii* 

Ftrenj^ih,  and  not  be  afraid"  of  any  suspicions  which  he  is  con6ned  in  the  present  work,  cot* 

lliat  may  be  thrown  out  against  their  orthodczy,  strain  him,  in  the  mean  time,  to  postpone. 

when  they  show  onto  men  the  path  of  duty  in  all  Now,  if  ihe  general  sentiments  already  duoM 

it!)  bearings  on  the  relations  of  time,  and  on  the  out  be  founded  on  truth,  and  on  the  oators  «f 

en*p!oyroent8  of  eternity — till  they  make  the  mo-  things,  such  a  practice  as  that  to  which  we  aBoda, 

ral  principles  of  Revelation  bear,  in  all  their  must  be  absurd,  unchristian,  and   incouistat 

force,  not  only  on  the  prominent  features  of  social  with  the  presenratioo  of  the  moral  purity  of  r^ 

lifo,  but  upon  every  minute  ramification  of  human  gious  society.     It  has  thia  pemicioiis  u 

conduct  till  every  lurking  principle  of  jealousy,  among  others,  that  it  leads  mtdtitodos  to  ii 

envy,  avsrice,  and  revenge  be  made  to  feel  their  that,  if  they  can  keep  dear  of  two  or  dvaei 

energy — till  even  the  very  amuHments  of  public  of  moral  delinquency,  they  may  trample  on  emiy 

and  domestic  life  be  made  to  bend  to  the  eternal  divine  principle  and  law  with  impunity.   A  paor 

law.s  of  rectitude,  and  to  carry  on  their  fronts  wretch,  under  the  i»essare  of  poverty,  steak  a 

that  noble   inscription,  <<Holiiiess  to    tbs  hen  or  a  pocket  handkerchief,  and,  notwithstaa^ 

Lord."  ing  his  subsequent  repentance,  is  banished  fiia 

II.  If  the  preceding  train  of  sentiments  be  ad-  social  intercourae,  aiad  hekl   op  to  eiecratioa; 

mitted,  we  may  be  directed  in  our  views  of  the  while  a  aanctimonioua  hypocrite  wUI  swindle  Ui 

nature  and  end$  of  church  discipline,  and  the  neighbour  out  of  a  hundred  pounds,  ffnocriaiiail 

peraons  on  whom  it  ought  to  be   exercised.  law  can  take  hold  of  him,  and  win  retain  his  ita- 

In  a  great  majority  of  Christian  churches,  cen-  tion  in  the  church,  and  hold  np  his  faoa  witboat 

sures  are  inflicted  chiefly,  or  solely,  on  persons  a  blush  in  the  presence  of  general  nocieiy.    Itii 

guilty  of  an  eslema/  breach  of  one  or  two  precepts  obvious,  if  thete  be  any  truth  in  what  wt  hats 

of  the  decalogue--only  one  or  two  apecies  of  vio-  hitherto  stated,  that  the  general  tenor  of  tbeeoa* 

lation  of  the  moral  law  are  considered  as  worthy  duct,  and  the  uniform  manifestati<ni  oTbeneve- 

uf  cognizance ;  while  the  systematic  operations  of  lent  aflfections,  ought,  in  every  case,  to  fbra  the 

slander,  revenge,  envy,  and  avarice— the  indica-.  grand  criterion  of  a  man's  being  entitled  to  the 

tionn  of  harsh,  sour,  and  ungovernable  tempers,  character  of  a  Christian ;  and,  that  dispositiaBt 

and  the  absence  of  Christian  candour  and  aflfec-  of  an  opposite  nature  habitually  displayed,  bop> 

tiun^-circumstances  which  display  the  real  cha-  ever  much  overlooked  in  the  general  intercoaiM 

racters  of  men  far  more  distinctly  than  any  of  life,  ought  to  form  a  ground  of  exchaion  fton 

insulated  acts  of  imnoorality  can  do — are  either  the  society  of  the  faitbftil. 

wholly  overlooked,  or  considered  as  characteris-  III.  This  subject  has  a  particular  beariof 

tics  of  very  trivial   import.    The  censures  to  upon  the  ditdnont  which  subsist  in  the  relifiou 

which    [  allude,  are  likewise  accompanied,  in  world,  and  the  grand  principles  which  ought  ts 

many   instances,   with  a  degree  of  magisterial  form  a  bond  of  union  among  all  who  acknowledge 

haughtiness,   severity,  and  unchristian  feeling,  the  truth  of  the  Christian  Revelation.^— If  tfae 

which  is  directly  repugnant  to  every  amiable,  train   of    thought   illustrated  in  the  preordiof 

candid,  and  generous  principle.  A  person  guilty,  pages  be  correct,  it  will  foQow,  that  a   onrditl 

in  a  single  instance,  of  a  breach  of  the  seventh  union  of  the  various  sections   of  the  Christia 

or  eight  commandments,  will  lie  under  the  fi^wn  church  is  to  be  expected  from  the  coltivatioB  of 

of  a  religious  society  for  years,  and  even  to  the  the  Spirit  of  Love,  more  than  from  any  atteoft 

close  of  his  life,  notwithstanding  every  evidence  to  produce  an  exact  coincidence  of  opinion  oo 

he  can  give  of  the  sincerity  of  his  repentance,  these  theological  points  in  which  they  now  diflffr. 

and  even  be  deprived  of  the  means  of  earning  his  Wherever  this  spirit  is  found  expanding  the  soal, 

subsistence ;  while  another  may  habitually  vio-  and  governing  the  affections,  it  will  lead  its  po»> 

late  almost  all  the  other  precepts  of  the  decalogue,  sessors  to  view  the  peculiar  opinions  of  others 

and  be  screened  from  the  discipline  d'the  church,  with  candour ;  to  respect  their  peraons  ;  to  al* 

He  may  be  avaricious,  cunning,  and  deceitful ;  low  them  liberty  of  thought  on  all  the  sobordinats 

harsh  and  unfeeling  in  bis  conduct ;  uncandid  and  ramiflcations  of  theological  aentiment ;  and  to 

uncharitable  in  his  dupoaitions  towards  others ;  set  a  higher  value  on  moral  qualifications,  and 

proud,  selfish,  and  obstinate  in  his  temper;  ad-  the  manifestation  of  benevolent  auctions,  Uaa 

dieted  to  slander  and  to  incessant  litigations  ;  on  those  circumstantial  opinions  which  do  M^ 

fanpatient  of  control ;  and  boisterous  and  conten-  entor  into  the  essence  of  the  Chrtatian  sdMBa* 

tioos  in  his  general  deportment— and  yet  be  con-  If  the  professing  Christian  worid  vrere  thotoog^T 

itidered  as  no  proper  object  of  censure ;  and,  investigated,  it  wouM  be  found,  thai  it  is  owiag 
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••  tlM  ibttnoe  of  thii  spirit,  thai  Chris-  aberratioos,  than  to  magnify  the  erron  and  the 

aland  ■oniiieh  aloof  from  each  other,  than  faults  of  others.    Let  us  make  efery  allowanea 

lo  Che  specolatiTO  opinions  which  they  respec-  for  the  efhets    which  education,  habit,  temper 

tivety  maintain.    The  prevalent  diMpoMition  for  local  circumstances,  and  particular  associatiooSi 

tmeering  at  other  denominations,  and  the  plea-  may  have  produced  on  the  opinions  of  our  sup- 

wre  that  seems  to  be  felt  in  laying  open  ihoir  posed  erring  brethren  \  and  let  us  consider,  that 

iores,  will  generally  be  found  lo  prix:ced  from  a  we  ourselves,  had  we  been  placed  in  the  same 

nrinciple  of  prido,  and  of  s'^lf-ciiO'^cit  in  regard  circiunstaiices,  might  have  imbibed  tiie  same 

to  our  own  favourite  opinion:*,  som«  of  which,  sentiments.     Let  us  endeavour  to  acquire  clear 

when  probed  to  the  bottom,  will  be  found  as   rot-  and  welMefined  ideas  on  every  subject  connect- 

tan  as  our  neiglib<>ur'8.     Why  are   men  not  as  ed  with  religion  ;  that  we  may  not  contend  about 

much  disposed  to  pa#s  encomiums  on  what  is  trifles,  about   mere  abstract  ideas,  or  the   a{)pli« 

sound  in  the  opinions,  a:rJ  lau<lubie  in  the  con-  cation  of  parlicular  terms  or  phrases.     Let  us 

duct,  of  other  parties,  as  they  are  to  censure  them  keep  our  eyes  fixed  on  the  great  and  prominent 

for  minor  peculiarities  of  seniimenl  ?     Why?  objects  of  revcUii on,  and    on  all  the  subordinate 

Because  it  appears,  that  many  professed  Chris-  active  means  by  which  they  may  be  promoted. 

tiaoa  take  more  delight  in  the  exercise  of  male-  Let  us  consider  religion  as  consisting  more  in 

▼olent  feelings  than  of  benevolent  atrectii>ns  ;  and  action,   tlian    in   speculation.     Let  our  love  Co 

tra  like  flies,  that  pass  over  the  sound  parts  of  a  Chris'ian  brethren  be  founded,  not  so  much  on  a 

nnn's  body,  and  fix  upon  his  sores.    Till  such  general  coincidence  of  op  in  ion,  as  on  the  resem- 

OBchristian  dispositions  be  undermined,  and  tem-  olance  they  bear  to  the  Divine  image  ;  and  thei 

pen  of  an  opposite  description  pervade  the  ranks  we  may  confidently  expect,  that  that  period  wil. 

of  Christian  society,  we  can  ex|iect  no  cordial  soonapproicli,  when  the  saints  of  God  "  shall  see 

■or  lasting  union  in  the  visible  church,  however  eye  to  eye,'"  in  reference  lo  all  the  grand  bearings 

many  ingenioiM  schemes  may  be  formed,  to  bring  of  the   Gospel  scheme,  and  when  the  name  of 

abouC  this  desirable  event.     For  every  effect  Jehovah  shall  bo  ojiv,  throughout  all  the  earth, 
must  have  an  adequate  cause :  this  cause  will  bo        IV.  Wc  may  learn  from  the  subject  we  hare 

(bund  to  consist  more  in  the  affection  than  in  been  illustrating,  what  notions  we  ought  to  form  of 

opinion;  and  a  union  furmod  on  an  apparent  the  TtATVRT.ofafuture  ttateofhappineUt  andof 

ooincidaice  of  sentiment,  unmingled  with  ardent  the  preparation  requieite  to  eruMe  ueto  engag9 

kwe    and  affection,  would  be  unworthy  of  the  m  its  employments. — The  felicity  of  the  future 

jMuae,  and  would  soon  be  dissolved.  world  will  not  consist  simply  in  a  change  qf 

It  can  form  no  decisive  mark  of  a  man*s  Chris-  place ;  nor  wiW  it  consist  chiefly  in  change  of 

tiamty,  that  ho  recognises  the  peculiar  opinionM  sentiment  or  opinion.     Its  foundation  must  he 

of  the  Baptists  or  Paxlo-Baptisls,  of  Prosbyte-  laid  in  ihe  principle  of  Love,  and  in  the   com- 

rians,  Episcopalians,   or  Independents;  it  is  a  plete  renovation  of  the  moral  powers  of  the  hu- 

matler,   comparatively    of    little     int]K)rtance,  mnnniind.wi'Jiout  which  no  celestial  scene  could 

whether  a  man  believes  that  Christ  was  an  ac-  proilucc   |terinanent    enjoyment.     Although   all 

Cual  or  a  virtual  Mediator  under  the  Old  Testa-  the  theolo(;ian!4  who  now  exist  were   united  in 

OMMI ;  irhether  he  be  designated  the  Sonof  Qod  opinion  alviut  every  article  of  the  system  of  Di- 

Ib  virtue  of  his  office,  or  of  his  nature;  whether  vinity;  and  although   they  were  transported  to 

or  not  we  be  guilty  of  Adam's  first  sin;  whether  the  most  splendid   world  that   revolves    aroun* 

the. transaction  which  parsed  between   him  and  the  star   Arcturua  ;  after    the    first   transports, 

bis  Creator,  should  be  viewed  as  a  law,  or  as  a  arising  from  the  novelty  and  the  grandeur  of  the 

cmreoant;  whether   the    ordinance   of   bapMicm  scene  had  subsided,  they  would  enjoy  little  more 

shoulil  bo  administered  by  dipping,  or  by  sprin-  happiness  in    that  orb,  than  they  do  in  this   ter- 

kliag,  Ice.  &c.— But  it  is,  un'piesiianably,  a  mat-  resirial  sphere,  unless  they  were  actuated   with 

t«r  of  the  higliost  moment,  botli  to  the  person  moral    dispositions  and    affections   very  diffe- 

himself,  and  u*  Christian  society,  that  his  temper,  rent  from  tliose  which  many  of  them  now  display. 

affvctions,  and  conduct,  should  be  in  unison  with  For,  not  only  rancour  and  malice,  but  even  cold- 

ihe  holy  hiw  of  Ciod,  and  that  he  should  display  ness  and  indifference  to  the   welfare  of  others, 

the  k>ve  which  it  require*,  in  all  his  social,  com-  would  prevent  happiness  from  being  enjoyed  in 

nereial,  domestic,  and  Christian  intercourses  ;—  any  region   of  the  material  universe.     All  who 

Bad  if  such  dispositions  and  conduct  were  univer-  believe  in  the  reality  of  a  future  world,   indulge 

jally  to  prevail  among  the  various  denominations  in  anxious  wishes  to  be  made  happy  when  they 

a^tbe  rdigious    world,  union  would  soon  follow,  pass  from  this  mortal  scene  to  the  world  of 

asa  awtter  of  eourse. — If,  therefore,  we  wish  to  spirits.     Even  wicked  men,  whose  consciences 

heboid  the  nnhappy  division"*  of  the  church  ce-  frequently  forebode  evil  to  them  in  the  other 

BMSfad,  let  OS   activate,  with   ardour,   those  world,  indulge  the  hope  that  God  will  ultimately 

sMJihis  and  TiffrrTiniTi*"  dispositions  which  our  oe  merciful  to  them,  and  adroit  them  to  the  jogre 

jdoeToIeot  religion    incuk»tes,  and  be    more  of  heaven.    But  this  is  impoesihle,  in  the  Terj 

Miioiu  lo  correct  our  own  mental  and  moral  aatnre  of  things,  unless  they  be  "renewed  in  the 
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ipirU  of  tlwb  mintb,'*  tad  endowwi  with  dMM  fpfariti  of  just  aMO,"  in  dia  ihtur*  wor^d,  •■  at 

Miy  dii|KMitioi»  wiiich  alone  can  qualify  ihem  Bade  perfect,**  freed  from  etecy  tam  of  mhI 

Ibr  relishing  subetanttal  happiness,  and  <br  par^  polhition,  and  unrestrained  in   the  enrdss  d 

ticipating  in  **  the  inheritance  of  the  saints  of  their    moral    powers.       The    inhentanee  to 

light."    How   could  Malignity  associate  with  which  they  are  destined,   is  *<  ondefied*  wiA     4 

E^evolence,  Contention  with  Friendship,  or  the  least  stain  of  corruption,  or  with  the  tsam- 

SVnr  with  Peace  ?     How    could    the  sons    of  pie  of  impure  and  malignant  spirits.    "  Wba 

iiscord  dwell  in  unity,  in  an  assembly  where  all  Christ,  who  is  our  life,  shall  appear,  we  rittll  be 

.s  harmony  and  love  ?    How  could  the  malicious  like  him  ;'*  transformed  into  his   moral  image, 

and  revengeful  spirit  find  delight  in  the  employ-  and  animated  with  those  Dirine  principles  sad 

ments  of  kindness  and  pure   benignity?     How  virtues,  which  he  displayed  in  his  conduct,  wbes 

could  the  roan  who  now  finds  hi*  chief  pleasure  he  tabernacled  among  men.     The  saints  ^'^U 

in  hounding  and  horse-rncing,  in    brawliiif;  and  walk  vvith  him  in  white,*'  an   emblem  of  their 

fighting,  have  any  relisih  for  the  sublime  ailora-  perfect  moral  purity ;  "  I  hey  shall  receive  an  io- 

tions,  the  enraptured  praises,  and    the  lofty  and  heritance  among  them  that  are  sanctified  ;**  sad 

refined  conteinplaitonit,  of  the  celestial  iiihabi-  "there  shall  be  no  more  death,  neither  somm, 

tants  ?    The  thing  is  impossible,  unless  the  mo-  nor  crying ;  for  the  former  things  shall  have  pa» 

ral  order  of  all  worlds  were  completly  subverted,  ed  away." 

Such  characters  will  be  banished  from  the  abodes  V.  From  the  preceding  illustrations  we  m^ 

of  bliss  ;  not  by  any  arbitrary  decree  of  the  Al-  learn  something  of  the  nature  and  essence  offi' 

mighty,  btit  in  virtue  of  the  moral  constitution  of  fure  punishment.  If  the  exercise  of  love,  in  all  its 

the  intelligent  universe.  diversified  modifications,  comtitutes  the  fimnds- 

It  is,  therefore,  evident,  that  the  happiness  of  tion  and  the  essence  of  happiness,  the  unrestraio- 

beaven  must  be  founded  upon  the  exercise  of  love,  ed  operations  of  malevolence  must  be  the  soores 

affection,  harrocmy,  perfect  good-will  to  fellow-  and  the  sum  of  misery.    We  cannot  form  a  nors 

intelligences,  and  the  infinite  variety  of  rainifi-  dreadful  picture  of  future  punishment,  ttAn  by 

cations  into  which  such  principles  may  diverge  ;  conceiving  the  principles  of  fiilsebood,  deceit, 

combined  with  profound,  enlightened,  and  venera-  and  malignity,  and  the  passions  of  pride,  hatred, 

Ue  views  and  affections,  in  relation  to  the  God  malice,  and  revenge,  raging  with  uncontrolled 

and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.     When  and  perpetual  violence.     We  need  reprsMBt  10 

these  and  similar  dispositions  are  uniformly  ex-  ourselves  nothing  more  horrible  m  the  place  of 

ercised,  without  the  least  mixture  of  any  one  in-  punishment,  than  by  supposing   the  Almigi^ 

gredient  of  moral  evil,  it  is  easy  to  conceive,  simply  to  permit  wicked  men  to  gire  full  scope 

with  what  transports  of  delight  the  inhabitants  to  their  malevolent  dispositions ;    learing  theJa 

of  heaven  will  contemplate  the  displays  of  Di-  "  to  eat  of  the  fniit  of  their  own  ways,  and  U>bs 

vine  Power,  Wisdom,  and  Goodness,  and  inves-  filled    with   their  own  devices.**       The  e^Kts 

tigate  the    history  of  his  dispensations  in  the  produced  by  the  uncontrolled  operation  of  soch 

moral  government  of  our  world,  and  in  the  ar-  princifiles  and  passions  wouM  be  such,  as  nntj 

rangements  of  all  llie  other  worlds  whose  physi-  be   filly  represented   by  the  emblems  of"thi 

cal  and  moral  economy  may  be  laid  open  to  their  worm  that  never  dies,"  of"  devouring  fire,**  and 

view.*  of  iheir  necessary  concomitants,  "  weeping,  aad 

Such  views  are   in  perfect  accordance  with  wailini;,  and  gnashing  of  teeth."      (See  Chap, 

the   representations  of    Scripture. — "Without  If.  Sect.  iv.  pp.     66.     68.)     What  other  ingr^ 

holiness,  no  man  shall  see   the  Lord."      "  The  dients  of  misery,  arismg  either  from  local  eu^ 

ptre  in   heart  (and  they  alone)  shall  see  God.**  cumstances,  from  the  recollection  of  the  past,  or 

"  Nothing  that  worketh  abomination,  can  enter  the  anticipation  of  the  future,  may  be  mingled 

within  the  gates  of  the  heavenly  city."    "  As  we  with  the  cup  of  future  wo,  it  becomes  not  uspsr- 

have  borne  the  image  of  the  earthly,  (says  the  ticularly  to  determine.     And,  whether  this  scene 

Apostle,)  so  shall  we  bear  the  image  of  the  hea-  of  misery  will  ever  come  to  a  termination,  most 

vrnly."     "  Christ   Jesus  gave    himself  for  the  be  determined  by  the  consideration,  whether  the 

church,  that  he  might  sanctify  and  cleanse  it,  and  effects  produced  by  such  a  punishment  will  have 

that  he  might  present   it  to  himself  a  glorious  a  tendency  to  produce  repentance  and   reforma- 

church,  holy,  and  without blemisli.**    The  crown  tion  on  the  minds  of  the  sufferers.     If,  after  a 

of  j^lory,  reserved  in  heaven  for  the  faithful,  is  lapse  of  ages,  the  principles  of  hatred  to  God, 

designated  "a  crown  of  righteousness."     "The  and  to   surrounding   intelligences,  continue  U> 

-  The  Author  will  have  an  op|)ortunlty  of  lllus-  OP*™^®  "^^^  increasing  violence,  without  pro- 

iratlnc;  this  topic  in  more  minute  detail,  In  a  work  ducing  the  least  desire  of  retummg  to  their  al* 

entitled  •'  The  PMlMophyof  a  FtUure  «to/e;  or  an  legiance  to  God,  or  the  least  sVmptom  of  refenot- 

Illustration  of  the  Connexion  of  Science  with  the      .*        ,  *  1  j      !u  .   ..u        • . 

Bternal  World,— and  of  the  Aids  which  itsdiscove-  tion,— then,  we  may  conclude,  that  tlM  miseiy 

rles  afford,  for  enabling  us  to  form  a  conception  of  of  wicked  intelligences  wUl  continoe  no  kof  it 

Jie  perpetual  improvement  of  the  celestial  Inhabit-  .u.-  ..m-in  :„  MutMiM 

tat^kBOwtodge  and  feUcity.*'  "**J^  remain  in  exiMence. 
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PREFACE  TO  THIS  EDITION- 


Ti»  following  pages  were  written  under  the  impression  that  the  visible 
manifestations  dr  the  attributes  of  the  Deity  are  too  frequently  overlooked  by 
Christians  in  their  views  of  the  great  objects  of  Religion,  and  in  the  worship 
they  offer  to  the  Father  of  their  spirits ;  and  are  intended  to  show,  that  the 
Teacliers  of  Religion,  in  imparting  instruction  either  to  the  old  or  to  the  young, 
ought  to  embrace  a  wider  range  of  illustration,  in  reference  to  Divine  iubjecte^ 
than*that  to  wliich  they  are  usually  confined. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  discussions  contained  in  this  work,  the  Author 
has  pursued  his  own  train  of  thought;  and,  in  so  doing,  he  trusts.tfaat  he  has 
been  enabled  to  render  some  of  his  ilhistrations  more  interesting  to  the  young 
and  untutored  mind  than  if  he  had  adhered  rigidly  to  tlie  sentiments  of  others, 
and  to  the  technical  language  of  science.  The  sketches  of  the  different  sciences 
are  not  mere  extracts,  or  compilations,  but  are,  for  the  most  part,  orimnal  com- 
position— in  which  it  has  been  his  main  object  to  imbody  as  many  tacts  as  his 
mnits  would  permit — in  order  to  excite  the  inquiring  mind  to  farther  investiga- 
tions into  the  difierent  departments  of  physical  science. 

It  is  presumed,  that  no  Christian  reader  will  for  once  imagine,  that  the  views 
illustrated  in  this  work  are  intended  to  be  substituted  in  place  of  the  peculiar 
revelations  of  the  Bible.  The  object  of  the  volume  is  to  illustrate  the  harmony 
which  subsists  between  the  system  of  Nature  and  the  system  of  Revelation ;  and 
to  show,  that  the  manifestations  of  God  in  the  material  universe  ought  to  be 
blended  with  our  views  of  the  facts  and  doctrines  recorded  in  the  volume  ot 
Inspiration. 

It  is  taken  for  granted,  throughout  the  whole  range  of  the  foUowing  illustra- 
tions, that  the  Scriptures  con  tarn  a  Revelation  from  Ilea  ven ;  and,  under  a  firm 
belief  of  this  important  truth,  the  Author  has  embellished  his  work  with  frequent 
quotations  from  the  ener^tic  and  sublime  language  of  this  Sacred  Book.  It 
would,  therefore,  be  unfair  in  any  critic,  who  entertains  doubts  on  this  point,  to 
find  fault  with  such  quotations,  or  with  tiie  allusions  to  Bible  phraseology  wluch 
occur,  unlras  they  can  be  shown  to  be  introduced  without  judgment  or  did* 
criminatioD. 

The  Author  has  carefully  revised  every  portion  of  the  present  edition,  and 
ioftiodueed  a  varie^  of  corrections  and  momfications.  He  has  likewise  intro- 
dnoed  additkmal  matter,  to  the  extent  of  between  30  and  SO  pagee»  and  aho 


•efvnl  flhiilrftlifB  cngnmigk   In  Hi  pracot  Am^  tike  Aitfior  trailii^  ttii 
indqiendenti^  of  the  moral  refleetioii>  if  containa,  it  wiM  be  found  to  cooipriB 
ygyahrdcecriptioniofegreelernimiby 
any  ottrn  Vohnne  <^tbe  nme  «se. 


topics,  ori^ally  intended  to  be  iDuatrRted,  have  been  unaFoidaUy 
Some  of  tMse  are  stated  in  the  last  paragraph  of  Chapter  IV.  t^ 
1  of  wliich,  in  combination  with  other  kindred  topica,  woaid  fiD  a 
vohmie  of  nearly  the  same  siae  as  the  iwesent  This  subject  (fyr  which  the 
author  has  abundance  of  materiak^  will  be  prosecuted  in  another  volumeyniidcr 
the  title  of  The  Philosofht  op  Rnueioir ;  and  will  comprisei  among  luuj 
o^er  oli^tB  of  discussion,  illustrations  of  the  moral  relation  df  intelligent  beiogi 
to  their  Creator,  and  to  one  anothei^-the  physical  and  rational  crounds  of  tfaoK 
moral  laws' which  the  Deit^  has  promulgated--the  views  which  science  afibrdi 
of  tiie  incessant  enemes  of  Creating  Power,  and  of  the  mnd  and  muitiAriooi 
objects  over  which  Divine  Providence  preodes — the  r&tion  of  science  to  t 
future  state,  and  of  the  aids  which  the  discoveries  of  science  afibrd,  itx"  enaUii^ 
U8  to  finrm  a  conception  of theperpetual  inqirovement  of  the  ft<*if^1  mh^tiitaati 
in  knowledge  and  felicity.  These  subjects  will  be  illu^rated  by  a  variety  of 
interesting  aetails  of  &ctB,  in  relation  to  the  system  of  nature,  the  hitlocy  d 
nations,  imd  the  moral  state  (^Christian  and  general  society 
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its  yarietj  of  scenerj— its  mass  of  solid  matter.  Magnitude  of  the  bodies  which 
compose  the  Solar  System.  Magnitude  and  number  of  the  Stars.  Procedure  of 
the  mind  in  acquiring  the  most  impressive  concepticws  of  such  august  objects.  Re* 
flections  Reqnd  MoHona  of  tha  CtUttial  Bodka.  How  we  acquire  the  ideas  'of 
relative  velocities— weight  of  the  Eanh^mmense  physical  forces — Grandeur  of 
the  motion  of  Saium — immense  number  of  bodies  impelled  through  the  heaveno— 
Reflections.  Jmmenae  Spaces  wkieh  eummMd  the  Heavenly  JBoriten— Reflections. 
Popular  illustration  of  the  Motions  of  the  Earth  and  Heavens.  Eziract  from  Dr. 
Ridgeley,  with  remarks.  Universe  intended  to  adunUirate  the  Attributes  of  God,  and 
to  make  a  sublime  impression  on  created  beings.  Similar  trains  of  thought  sug- 
gested in  the  Scriptures.  Moral  ^feete  of  such  contemplations.  Humility,  Foiy^ 
of  pride — low  rank  of  man  in  the  scale  of  being.  Reverence  and  VentraUon — ^Rea- 
son why  mankind  feel  so  little  veneration  of  God — how  it  may  be  increased.  The 
Deity  unsearchable.  Hoipe  and  Coti^denioe  in  the  prospect  of  futurity — Resurreo- 
of  Eternity. 


SECTION  III. 

)if  THB  Wisdom  and  Intellioencb  of  the  Deity  -----  81 
Wiedom  defined— Displayed  in  the  Structure  of  the  Solar  System.  Distance  of  the 
Sun.  Rotation  of  the  Planets — Principal  reason  why  such  a  motion  exists.  Wisdom 
displayed  in  other  Systems.  Minute  displays  of  this  attribute  cannot  be  traced  in  the 
heavens.  Wisdom,  as  disiplayed  in  the  constitution  of  our  globe  adjustment  of  its  solid 
parts  to  the  necessities  of  the  beings  which  inhabit  it.  JtfMailains,  their  usee— exist  im 
other  worMs.  Diversity  of  colour — arxoment  for  a  plurality  of  workfai — general  ooioiir 
whidi  prevails  in  the  scene  of  nature— fFster,  iu  use  in  the  system  of  nature— its 
eompositioo,  evaporation — motion  of  the  liquid  element — its  beneficial  eflfecis.  Thi 
AhM^tvo — its  weight  and  pressure— its  eonponent  parts — its  various  properties  — 
Mosasary  to  animal  liA,  flame,  sooad,  twilight— wisdom  displayed  ia  its  cotifnriwfa 
liyiiBsioa  of  wmler  in  the  act  of  fressing. 


vl  OOimNTS. 

Vabibtt  or  Natveb      .-..••...••.ff 

VefvUbltt— tbeir  mimlMr  and  Tvietj.  AwfaMli — rmmly  in  ihfk  orfittii.  Kjm 
of  ioMct*— their  exquisite  mechaniam.  Subteiraiieoui Repom.  Atoioaphare.  Tht 
Varietj  of  Nature  aflbrda  a  faint  idea  of  the  ii\/hikjf  of  the  Creator.  Ulaalratod 
in  the  number  of  animal  parta  and  funettona.  Reflectkau  .Variety  tlie  Ibundatkn  of 
our  judgroenta.  Beauty  and  sublimity  of  Native.  Prima?ai  state  of  our  |^oba— 
other  worlds. 
JlfseAanum  of  Ammaled  Bang*  ..........gg 

Structure  op  the  Human  Ete — its  coats,  humours,  rousdes,  orbit,  and  motioaB. 
Wisdom  displayed  in  its  construction.  Light — its  Telocity,  minuteness,  colours,  imd 
adapution  to  the  eye.  Manner  in  which  Vision  is  performicD— ezplaiaed 
by  a  figure,  and  an#experimcnt — illustrated  by  the  view  from  Sali^tbury  Craigs.  MuW 
titude  of  rays  which  How  from  every  object— «maUness  of  the  image  oo  the  retina, 
illustrated  by  calculation — what  proportion  of  the  solar  light  fUls  oo  our  globe — Re> 
flections.  Mechanism  for  viewing  near  and  distant  objects— conlractioD  and  dilata- 
tion of  the  pupil— distance  at  which  we  see  distinctly.  Summary  view  of  adaptations 
in  the  strncture  of  the  eye.  Eyes  of  superior  intelligences.  Visual  organs  of  the 
inferior  animals.  Mechanism  of  the  Bones  illustrated — exemfilified  in  the  joints  of  the 
fingers,  the  wrist,  and  the  movements  of  which  the  head  is  susceptible.  Moral  R<^eo- 
tions  on  the  impropriety  of  overlooking  the  Divine  Wisdom  in  tlie  system  of  nature. 

SECTION  IV. 

On  the  Goodness  or  Benevolence  or  the  Dbitt  -       -       -        -       -111 

Benevolence  of  God  in  relation  to  JVf an— considered  as  a  depraved  intelligence.    Mercy    ' 
displayed  in  the  system  of  nature.     Benevolence   as  displayed   towards  the  lown- 
animals.    Extract  from  Dr.  Paley.    General  Reflections. 

CHAPTER  II. 

A  CURSORY  VIEW  OF  SOME  OF  THE  SCIENCES  WHICH  ARE  RELATED 
TO  RELIGION  AND  CHRISTIAN  THEOLOGY. 

Introduction.     Extensive  range  of  Theology.     Bad  effects  of  setting  Religion  in  oppo- 
sition to  Science.     Harmony  of  the  operations  of  God  in  Nature  and  Revelation  II T 

Natural   History         -------*-         ...JJO 

Its  extensive  ranue.  Outline  of  its  principal  objects— on  the  surface,  and  in  the  interior 
recesses  of  the  earth — in  the  atmosphere— the  vegetable,  mineral,  and  animal  king- 
doms— and  in  the  reaion  of  the  heavens.  Description  of  the  Banian  Tree.  Reflec- 
tions. Monkey  Bread  Tree.  Splendour  and  ft;liciiy  of  insect  life.  Invisible  worlds 
— inriniiy  <if  the  universe.  Religious  tendenof  of  this  Science.  It  aifords  a  manifest- 
ation of  the  DiMty,  and  expands  our  conceptions  of  his  operations— ennobles  the  human 
mind. — Recommended  by  the  Sacred  writers. 

GIeographt -.-1S4 

Its  object — Figure  of  Uie  Earth — Proofs  of  its  spherical  form.  Relation  which  the  dis- 
covery of  the  figure  of  the  earth  bears  to  the  plan  of  Providence.  Magnitude  and 
natural  divisions  of  the  earth  General  features  of  its  surface.  JV/oun/oins— 'their 
general  ranges,  and  the  sublime  scenes  they  exhibit  The  Ocean — iis  extent,  depth, 
bottom,  and  motions.  jRii^ers — their  number,  size,  and  the  quantity  of  water  they 
pour  into  the  ocean.  How  they  are  supplied — their  use  in  the  system  of  nature. 
Artificial  division  of  the  earth.  Number  and  variety  of  its  inhabitants.  Number 
which  have  existed  since  the  Creation— number  at  the  resurrection,  and  the  space  they 
would  occupy.  Number  which  the  earth  wouki  contain — strictures  on  Malthui. 
Utility  of  the  study  of  Oeography  to  Religion — to  Directors  of  Missionary  Societies 
— to  Private  Christians.    Grandeur  of  its  physical  objects — utility  of  its  moral  Acts. 

Ibgloot  --- ......]j7 

Its  object  and  connexion  with  religion — an  interesting  subject  of  inquiry.  Materials  which 
compose  the  crust  of  our  globe.  Vai  ious  geological  phenomena.  Organic  remains— 
Bfammoth,  Tapir,  Elk,  Megatherium,  kc.  Geological  deductions  not  inooosistaal 
with  the  Moaaic  Hiatorv — Oenetia  i.  1,  2,  exolained.    Short  duraUoo  of  the  strtii 


Ubtpmmijkm,   Tbe  Driiigo,  tad  In  tftdi  on  tfa*  ttrth*!  HnH.   BCariaeihAy 
fte.    GrMJ  and  tmifa  obj»Bli  nhiih  Hili  iriMW  wdubto    fflnrtrtf  tfaj  wMiiw 
dwcripUoM  of  the  Deitj  raoordad  in  dia  SeriptorM. 
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ftenblimeobjeeti.  ApptreotnotioMortlMSaB— of  theMooo.  EdiptM  of  (he  Sob 
and  Moon.  Apparent  motion  of  the  Harry  heavene.  Stare  and  planeti  eean  in  the 
daf-time,  and  with  what  powen  of  the  teleaoope  thej  may  be  distinguiihed.  Appar- 
ent ferolotioa  of  the  eelestkl  Tault  indicates  Almighty  power.  Stars  never  shift  ihefar 
relative  poeitioM.  Solar  System.  The  Sun — his  size  and  probable  destination  3Ius- 
trated— 4iis  spots  and  atmosphere— ^different  kind  of  rays  emitted  from  hb  body— hia 
distance  Ulostrated.  Mercury — ^his  size,  rotation,  quantity  of  light  and  heat,  Itc 
Proportions  of  caloric  on  the  difierent  planets.  Venus — her  size,  pfiases,  mouotaine, 
transits,  and  general  phenomena.  Original  observations  on,  and  mode  hf  which  her 
diurnal  rotation  may  be  determined.  Earth — proo&  of  its  annual  and  dbrnal  motions. 
The  oMMm — deecription  of  her  majestic  mountain  scenery,  luminous  spots,  celestial 
appearaneas,  illnminating  power,  superfieial  contents,  &c.  Mar§ — his  distance, 
atmoephere,  luminous  zone,  &c.  New  Planete— Cares,  Pallas,  Juno,  and  Vesta — 
their  anomalies,  singularitiea,  and  probable  origin.  Meteoric  Stones.  Jupiter — his 
bulk,  rotation,  belu,  and  the  appearances  of  his  moons.  Saturn — his  figure,  belts, 
moons,  and  qiumtity  of  light.  His  Rinn,  their  dimensions,  motion,  and  phenomena 
—illustrated  by  a  figure.  Splendour  of  the  firamment,  as  viewed  from  this  planet  (see 
die  engraving.)  Hersdiel — his  distance,  size,  and  quantity  of  light.  Comete— their 
tails,  velocity,  orbits,  size,  and  number.  New  Comet.  Motion  of  the  solar  system 
in  absolute  space — its  destination — plurality  of  worids  intimated  in  Scripture.  The 
Fixed  Stars-— their  distance  illustrated — their  arrangement,  changes — moral  reflectiona. 
Relation  of  Astronomy  to  Religion — moral  effects  which  its  objects  have  a  tendenqr 
to  produce — criminality  of  overiooking  the  works  of  Grod,  he 

Natural  Philosopbt tOl 

Its  objects  and  differrat  departments.  Mechanict--Hrabjeet8  it  embraces,  and  its  impor- 
tance to  the  improvement  of  mankind.  Hydrostatics — its  leading  principles  and  uses, 
illustrated  by  figures.  Pneumatics— its  principles,  and  the  experiments  by  whidi  they 
are  illustrated.  Aooufitics.  Optics-Heading  facts  and  priiiciples  of  this  sdenoe. 
Burning-glasses,  &c.  Electricity — its  nature,  phenomena,  effects,  and  agency  in  the 
eyatem  of  nature.  Galvanism — its  singular  effects  on  metals,  &c.  and  on  the  animal 
system — various  facts  which  it  explains.  Magnetism — its  various  phenomena  and 
effects.  Relation  of  Natural  Philosophy  to  Religion — its  inventions  meliorate  the  con- 
dition of  mankind — illustrated  in  the  case  of  the  electric  fluid — it  undermines  the  infla« 
ence  of  superstition — unfiilds  the  incessant  agency  of  God — ^indifbrenee  to  this  subject 
nnreasaonble. 

Ibtmistrt        ----- £10 

Its  objects,  and  present  dignified  station.  General  forms  of  matter — simple  and  com- 
pound substances.  Caloric— its  sources  and  properties.  Oxygen,  its  properties  and 
combinations — nitrous  oxide,  its  singular  effects.  Nitrogen,  its  effects  on  flame  and 
animal  life.  Hydrogen,  its  properties  and  uses.  Carbon,  its  nature,  combinations, 
and  antiseptic  properties.  Sulphur,  its  origin,  combinations,  and  properties.  Phos- 
phorus, history  of  its  discovery — how  prepared— curious  experiments  wjth  this  sub- 
■lance — Phosphoric  phenomena  in  the  system  of  nature.  Connexion  of  this  science 
with  Religion — it  displays  the  wisdom  and  benevolence  of  Gk>d,  and  the  mode  of  hie 
preiant  ami  future  operations — improves  the  condition  of  man— and  carries  fcrward 
oar  Tiews  to  a  mora  glorious  and  auspicious  era. 

kKATOMT  AND  PhTSIOLOOT .fSl 

IMr  general  olgect— human  body,  its  difibrent  parts  and  divisions.  Bones,  their  nom- 
ber,  km,  and  positions.  Muscles,  their  native,  use,  and  extraordinary  strength. 
Hsvt  and  blood-vessels,  and  the  cinndation  of  the  blood.  Respiration— corioos  stmo- 
tva  of  the  lungs.  Digestion.  Perspiration.  Sensation,  and  the  system  of  nervea. 
floanaiy.  Moral  reflectiona — ^this  branch  of  study  teaches  us  our  dependence  on  a 
Superior  Power — and  excites  to  gratitude. 

IjnOET  t4l 

liidi^ai  advantagsii  aad  ooonezioii  with  ReUgion.  CouMsioB  of  the  leiflBosa  tad 
•fdfetlHfiBadi^pflaiatifliM  with  aicfa  other.   OoBofaidiBf  rasMiha, 
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CHAPTER  m. 

THE  RELATION  WHICH  THE  INVENTIONS  OF  ART  BEAR  TO  THE 

OBJECTS  OF  REUGION. 

Art  of  Printiof ,  its  origin,  and  beneficUl  offocta — ^Dr.  Church*!  ImproveineQUi  in.  Art  cf 
NaTigation.  Mariner'f  CompatSi  its  disooTery  and  use.  The  Telescope,  its  inrention, 
and  the  discoverios  made  by  it — aerves  instead  of  a  celestial.  V^icle.  Magnifying  pow- 
««  of  Dr.  Herschel'a  Telescopes.  The  Microscope,  and  the  views  it  exhibits  of  the 
wisdom  of  God.  Steam  Nayisatioo,  its  utility  in  promoting  the  intercoune  of  man- 
kind, and  its  relation  to  the  objects  of  religion.  Air  Ballo<»is,  utility  of,  when  arrirod 
at  perfection — proposed  improTement  in.  Hiatory  of  their  inrention — ^Ltaaardi's  asooot— 
the  Parachute.  Acoustic  Tunnels.  E:q>eriments  on  the  Conveyanoe  of  Sound.  M. 
Bio(*8  remarkable  experiment.  Don  Gautier's  experiment  and '  suggestion.  Ccndosions 
in  reference  to  the  exteosire  conveyaDOe  of  soond.  Practical  renmrks— ^lity  of  the 
arts  in  relation  to  the  Millennial  Era       -        ....        •        .        ..HI 


CHAPTER  IV. 

SCRIPTURAL  FACTS  ILLUSTRATED  FROM  THE  SYSTEM 

OF  NATURE. 

I.  Science  may  frequently  senre  as  a  guide  to  the  true  interprstatioo  cf  Scripture.  Canon 
or  rule  for  Scripture  interpretation^llustrated.  IL  The  Depravity  of  Man  illustrated, 
from  n  consideration  of  the  state  of  the  interior  strata  of  the  earth.  Volcanoes,  and  the 
terrible  ravages  they  produce.  Earthquakes,  and  their  dreadful  effects.  Thundentonns, 
tempests,  and  hurricanes.  General  Reflections  on  this  subject.  IH.  The  Resun;ection 
illustrated.  Transformations  of  Insects.  IndesUuctibility  of  matter— conclusions  from 
this  &ct.  ly.  General  Conflagration.  Ouududiag  reflections.  Topics  omitted  in  this 
volume     .^.       -.--•--.       ....IK 

CHAPTER  V. 

BENEFICIAL  EFFECTS  WHICH  WOULD  .RESULT  FROM  tJONNECTINO 

SCIENCE  WITH  RELIGION. 

I.  The  variety  of  topics  wou  d  allure  the  attention  of  intelligent  minds  to  religious  subjects. 
Principle  of  novelty  intended  by  tlie  Creator  to  be  gratiBed — illustrated  in  the  variety 
which  appears  in  the  earth,  the  heavens,  and  the  volume  of  Revelation.  IL  Science  en- 
ables us  to  take  an  uelendve  mavey  of  the  empirego/Qod — illustrates  many  sublime  passa- 
ges of  the  Bible — qualifies  us  for  complying  with  several  Divine  Injunctions — danger  of 
selfishness  and  indifference  in  this  respect.  Our  conceptions  of  God  depend  on  our  views 
of  the  extent  of  his  dominions.  III.  Science  enlarges  our  views  of  the  opentfums  ofPrmi-' 
dtnee,  in  relation  to  the  past  and  present  scenes  of  the  world.  The  economy  of  the  in- 
ferior animals.    The  phytical  and  vMrtA  economy  of  the  celestial  worlds.    IV.  Science, 

*  blended  with  Religion,  would  produce  a  genwal  ejqmnsion  of  mind,  and  liberality  of 
views<m  reference  to  the  opinions  and  actions  of  men,  and  to  the  woriu  and  the  ways  of 
God,  illustrated  at  large.  V.  It  wooki  induce  a  spirit  of  ptsty,  and  protbund  kMon&bf, 
Sources  of  pietir — illustrated  by  an  example.  Humility — illustnted  by  the  examples  of 
B(r.  Bofloi  of  Sir  Ismo  NewtoQ,  and  of  mperior  iotelligaioM.    Genenl  conekmoM  •  1^ 


APPENDIX. 

nhiftrttion  or4lie  rita  oCmodoD  in  the  hatToiilj  bodiaf,  ontiieMppoiitiQntfait  tlioMrth 
rest. 
.  Eiperimental  inuitratioot  of  the  preemre  of  the  atmotphere. 

I.  On  the  means  by  which  it  may  probably  be  aaoertained  whether  the  Moon  be  a  hthte* 
rorld. 

7,  Remark!  on  the  late  preteiaded  dieooveiy  of  a  Lonar  FoftifiealioB. 

.  On  the  ideas  of  Magnitude}  Motion,  and  DuratioB,  as  opreseed  by  nmnbefs. 

[.  On  a  Plurality  of  Worlds. 

II.  On  the  first  inventor  of  Printing. 

IIL  On  Telescopes ;  with  a  brief  notice  of  a  Nw  B^Mf^&i^  lUesoopeeowlnietad  by  te 

K)r. 

8L  On  Steam  NaTigatioo. 

1.  Strictures  oo  a  certain  sentiment  rsspeodng  HnmaB  Redsmplkii. 

I.  ^Extract  firom  Dr.  Dwight 

:il.  Li»tof  Popular  Works  oo  the  difierent  selenoei  treated  of  in  this  volmne,  wift  o»> 

inal  renuuks. 
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CHRISTIAN  PHILOSOPHER. 


INTRODUCTION. 

lubject  af  keligioit,  mankiDd  have,  The  ancient  Gh'eeks  and  Romuw,  wlio  boaHed 

,  been  prooe  to  run  into  extremes,  of  their  attainownts  in  pbiloeophy,  and  their  pro- 

le  have  been  disposed  to  attach  too  gross  in  the  arts,  entertained  the  most  fooliah, 

trt&nce  to  the  mere  exertions  of  the  contradictorji  and  unworthy  notions  of  the  d^ 

illect,  and  to  imagine  that  man,  by  ject  of  Dinne  worship,  of  the  requiremmta  of 

'  unassisted  reason,  is  able  to  explore  religion,  and  of  the  eternal  destiny  of  nuui. 

0  true  wisdom  and  happiness,-— the  They  adored  a  host  of  divinities  charaeteriMd 
t  ofreligionists,  on  the  other  hand,  have  by  impiety,  fraud,  injustice,  falsehood,  lewdness, 
sed  to  treat  scientific  knowledge,  in  treachery,  revenge,  murder,  and  every  other  viee 

to  religion,  with  a  degree  of  indiffer-  which  can  debase  the  human  mind,  instead  of 

ing  upon  contempt.     Both  these  dis-  offering  a  tribute  of  rational  homage  to  that  8i^ 

re  equally  foolish  and  prepostwous.  preme  Inlelligeoce  who  made  and  who  governs 

10  exalts  human  reason,  as  the  only  the  universe.    Even  their  priests  and  phikwo- 

to  wisdom  and  felicity,  forgets,  that  phers  indulged  in  the  most  degrading  and  abqaii- 

present  state,  is  a  depraned  inteUi«  nahlepracticef,andentertaineatlienioetirratieBal 

consequently,  liable  to  err ;  and  that  notions  in  regtfd  to  the  originof  the  oniveree,  wid 

10  have  been  left  solely  to  its  dictates,  the  moral  government  of  the  world.  Most  of  thsm 
mly  failed  in  attaining  these  desira-  dented  a  foture  state  ofretribution,  and  all  of  then 

During  a  period  of  more  than  had  their  doubts  respecting  the  reality  of  an  inh> 

s,  the  greater  part  of  the  human  race  mortal  existence :  and  astothe  doctrine  of  a  resur- 

lefi  solely  to  the  guidance  of  their  recUon  from  the  dead,  they  never  dreamed  of  aoob 

vers,  in  order  to  grope  their  way  to  an  event,  and  scouted  the  idea,  when  proposed  lo 

of  Knowledge,  and  the  Portals  of  them,  as  the  climax  of  absurdity.    The  glory  to 

^ ;  but  what  has  been  the  result  of  which  their  princes  and  generals  aspired,  was, 

cious  researches  ?    Instead  of  acquir-  to  spread  death  and  dmitructioa  among  their  fel- 

notions  of  the  Great  Author  of  their  low-men— to  carry  fire  and  sword,  terror  and 

and  of  the  nature  of  that  homage  dismay,  and  all  the  engines  of  destmctioa,  through 

uc   to  his  perfections,  "they  have  sarrounding  nations— »to  fill  their  fields  with  heaps 

in  in  their  imaginations,  and  their  ofslain— to  plunder  the  survivors  of  every  earthly 

ts  hare  been  darkened.     Professing  comfort,  and  to  drag  captive  kings  at  their  cha- 

to  be  wise,  they  have  become  fools  ;  riot  wheels— that  they  might  enjoy  the  splendour 

anged  the  glory  of  the  Incorruptible  and  the  honours  of  a  triumph.    What  has  been 

1  lamse  made  like  to  corruptible  man,  now  stated,  with  regaid  to  the  most  enlightened 
•footed  beasts,  and  creeping  things."  nations  of  antiquity,  will  equally  apply  to  the 
cquiring  correct  views  of  the  princi-  present  inhabitants  of  Chiim,  of  Hindostan,  of 

11  action,  and  conducting  themselves  the  Japanese  Islands,  of  the  Birman  Empire, 
>  the  eternal  rules  of  rectitude,  they  and  of  every  other  civilized  nation  on  whksh  the 
^ed  the  operation  of  the  most  diabo-  light  of  revelation  has  never 'shone— with  this 
IS,  indulge4  in  continual  warfiu'e,  and  aiMitional  consideration,  That  they  have  enjoyed 
e  earth  with  rapine  and  horrid  car-  an  additional  period  of  1800  years  for  making 
lat  the  history  of  the  world  presents  fiirther  investigations ;  and  are,  at  this  moment, 

little  more  than  a  series  of  revolt-  as  fiur  from  the  object  of  their  pwsoit  as  when 
>f  the  depravity  of  our  species,  and  they  first  commenced  their  researches ;  and  not 
gs  which  one  tribe  of  human  beings  only  so,  bat  some  of  these  nations,  in  modem 
inflicted  upon  another.  times,  have  mingled  with  their  abominable  so- 
been  the  case,  not  only  among  a  few  perstitions  and  idolatries  many  absurdities  and 
1  hordes  on  the  coasts  of  Africa,  in  hc^id  cruelties,  which  were  altogether  unknown 
fTartary,  and  the  wiUs  of  America,  among  the  Ghtwk  and  Roman  population, 
ong  those  nations  which  stoodhighest  Sc^  are  the  melancholy  results  to  whieb 
B  of  dviliiation,  and  of  sdence.^  men  have  bes«  led,  whea  leA  to  the  guidaaoe 

44 
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of  unassiited  rea«oo,  in  the  moit  intaresting  wid  that  it  if  one  main  design  of  Dirine  Refelatim 
important    of  all  investigations.     They  have     to  illustrate  the  operations  of  Proridenoe,  sod  tbt 

wsjidered  in  the  mazes  of  error  and  delusion ;  Agency  of  God  in  tlie  formation  and  presrrrs- 

and  their  researches,  instead  of  directing  aiid  lion  of  all  things— and  that  the  Scriptvres  are  M 

expanding  our  religious  views,  have  tended  only  of  sublime  descriptions  of  the  visible  creation,  is^ 

to  bewilder  the  human  mind,  and  lo  throw  a  of  interesting  references  to  the  Tarious  ctjtm 
deeper  sliade  of    intellectual   gloom   over  our     which  adorn  the  scenery  of  Nature.     .Withooi 

apofltate  world.  Afior  a  period  of  six  thousand  the  cuhivatioo  of  our  reasoning  powers,  sod  m 
years  has  been  spent  in  anxious  inquiries  after  investigation  of  the  la w^  and  economy  of  Naisnf, 
the  path  to  true  knowledge  and  liappiness— Igno-     we  could  not  apprfcistc  many  of  the  excriieoi 

ranee,  Superstition,  Idolatry,  Vice,  and  Misery  characters,    the    interesting    a8p««t«,  and  i1k 

still  continue  to  sway  their  sceptre  over  the  great  sublime    references  of  revvaled     religion :  we 

majority  of  the  human  race ;  and,  if  we  be  albw-  should  lose  the  full  evidence  of  those  argUDcM 
ed  to  reason  from  the  past  to  tlie  future,  we  may     by  which  the  existence  of  God  and  his  attrilnM 

rest  asHured,  that  white  mankind   are  destitute  (^  Wisdom  and  Omnipotence    are  most  power* 

of  a  Qhiide  superior  tolhe  gKmmoringsof  dcprav-  fully  demonstrated  :  wc  sliould  remain  destiioic 

ed  reason,  they  would  be  no  nearer  the  object  of  of  those  sublime  conceptions  of  the  perftctioM 

their  pursuit,  afler  the  lapse  of  tuety  thou$and  and  agency  of  Jehovah  which  the  grandeur  aid 
3f€arSj  than  at  the  present  moment.  It  is  only  immensity  of  his  works  are  calculated  to  inspira: 
in  connection  with  the  discoveries  of  Revelation,     we  should  never  perceive,  in  its  full  force,  As 

that  we  can  expect   that  the  efforts  of  human  evidence  of  those  proofs  on  which  the  Divw 

reason  and  activity  will  be  successful  in  abolishing  authority  of  Revelation  is  fonnded :  we  coukl  noi 

the  reign  of  Ignorance  and  degrading  Supersti-  give  a  rational  interpretation  of  the  spirit  wi 

tion — in  illuminating  the  benighted  tribes  of  the  meaning  of  many  parts  of  the  Sacred  Orades: 

Pagan  Woiid — and  in  causing"  Righteousness,  nor  could  wc  comply  with  thoae  positive  ooa- 

and  Order,  and  Peace,  to  spring  forth  before  all  mands  of  God  which  enjoin  m  to  contempliie 

die  nations."     Though  the  Christian  Religion  the  wonder  of  his  power,  to"  meditate  on  aflfaii 
has  nevw  yet  been  fully  understood  and  recognia-     works,  and  to  talk  of  sD  his  cknogi." 
•d  in  all  its  aspects  and  bearings,  nor  its  require-        Notwithstanding  these  and  many  other  coon- 

ments  been  cordially  complied  with,  by  the  great  derations,  which  show  the  foDy  oif  overlookiai 
body  of  thoeo  who  profess  to  believe  in  its  Divine     the  risible  manifestations  of  Deity  in  tbe  ei» 

origin,  yet  it  is  only  in  those  nations  who  have  cises  of  Religion,  it  has  long  been  tbe  piadiee 

acknowledged  its  authority,  and  in  some  mea-  ofcertain  thedogians  to  depreciate  the  woodeHU 
sure  submitted  to  its  dictates,  that  any  thing  works  of  Jehovah,  and  to  attempt  to  throw  thm 
approximating  to  just  concept  ions  of  the  Supremo  into  the  shade,  as  if  they  were  unworthy  of  our 
Intelligence,  and  of  his  moral  government,  is     serious  contomplaiion.     In  their  view,  to  be  i 

found  to  prevail.  bad  (>hilo:$opher  is  the  surest  way  to  becooKi 

But,  on  the  other  hand,  thou|;h  the  light   of  good  Christian,  and   to  expand  the  views  of  ihr 

Nature  is  of  itself  a  feeble  ami  insufficient  guide,  human  mind,  is  to  endanger  Christianity,  andio 

to  direct  us  in  our  views  of  the  Supremo  Intel-  render  the  design  of  religion  abortive.     Thej 

Hgence,  and  of  our  eternal  destination,  yet  it  is  seem  to  consider  it  as  a  most  noble  triumph  todii 

a  most  dangerous  and  delusive  error  to  imagine,  Christian  cause,  to  degrade  the  material  woHd, 

that  Reason,  and  the  study  of  the  material  world,  and  to  trample  undrr  fcK)t,  not  only  the  earth,  M 

ouf^t  to  be  discarded  firom  the  science  of  religion,  the  visible  heavens,  as  an  old,  shattered,  and  eo^ 

The  man  who  would  discard  the  efforts  of  tho  rupied  fabric,  which  no  longer  d<*mand«  our  Ptnlf 

human  intellect  and  the  science  of  Nature  from  or  admiration.     Their  expressions,  in  a  variery 

Religion,  forgets — that  Hu  who  is  the  Author  of  of  instances,  would  lead  us  almoM  tocoodnde, 

human  redemption,  is  also  the  Creator  and  Gro-  that  theyconsideredtheeconomyrf  Nature  as  Mt 

remor  uf  the  whole  system  of  the  material  uni-  in  opposition  to  the  economy  of  Redfnplica, 

verse — that  it  is  one  end  of  that  moral  renovation  and  that  it  is  not  the  same  God  that  ronrnved 

which  the  Gospel  effects,  to  qualify  us  for  con-  the  system  of  Nature,  who  is  also  ihe  "  Auikn 

templating  aright  thedis]ilaysof  Divine  Pcrfcc-  of  eternal  salvation  to  all  them  that  obey  hia.* 
tion  which  tho  works  of  creation  exhibit — that         It  is,  unquestionably,  both  foolish  and  iropiooi 

the  visible  works  of  God  arc  the  principal  medium  to  overlook  or  to  undervalue  any  of  the  omfci 

by  which  he  displays  the  attributes  d* his  nature  by  which  tho  Divine  Being  has  been  pleMfd    li^ 

to  intelligent  beings — that  the  study  and  con-  to  make  known  his  nature  and  perfections  to   ji^ 

teroplation  of  these  works  employ  the  faculties  of  mankind.     Since  he  has  given  a  display  of  In    1^ 

intelligences  of  a  superior  order*** — that  man,  had  "Eternal  Power  and  Godhead"  in  th«  frmi   li^ 

he  remained  in  primeval  innocence,  would  have  theatre  of  nature,  which  forms  the  fobfect  of  |i^ 

been  chiefly  employed  in  such  contemplations —  acientiGc  investigation,  it  was  surely  nerer  i^ 

tended,  and  would  ill  comport  with  leiereace  fer   h 

*  Rev.  Iv.  11.  zv.  S,  fcc  its  adorable  Author,  that  such  "     '^^ 
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Power,  Wisdom,  ind  Beneficence,  intended,  ereo  in  a  religious  point  uf  view,  that 

lal  uniTerse  exhibits,  should  be  treat-  the  powers  of  the  human  mind,  in  their  coutem- 

leiligent  offspring,  wiih  indifference  plations  and  researches,  should  be  bounded  by 

It  becomes  us  to  contemplate,  with  the  range  of  subjects  comprised  in  that  revelation, 

itude,  every  tay  of  our  Creator's  which  is  purely,  ur  chiefly,  of  a  moral  nature , 

ler  as  emanating  from  the  light  of  since  the  Almighty  lias  ejcibiied  so  magnificent 

or  as  reflected  from  the  scenery  of  a  spectacle  in  the  universe  around  us,  and  cn- 

od  us,  or  as  descending  from  those  dowed  us  with  faculties  adequate  to  liie  survey 

ere  stars  unnumbered  shine,  and  of  a  considerable  portion  of  its  structure,  and  ca- 

comets  run  their  solemn  rounds,  pable  of  deducing  from  it  the  most  noUe  and 

x>ntrMtinf  the  one  department  of  sublime  results.     To  walk  in  the  midst  of  this 

rith  the  omer,  with  a  view  of  depre-  *'  wide  exteuded  theatre,"  and  to  overlook,  or  to 

icience  of  nature,  our  duty  is,  to  gase  with  iiidiffertince  on  those  striking  marks 

both  as  much  information  and  in-  of  Divine  omuipoience  and  ritill,  whidi  every 

they  are  calenlated  to  afford  ;  to  where  appear,  is  to  overlook  the  Creator  himr 
irmonyof  the  revelations  they  re-  self,  and  to  contemn  the  most  illustrious  di^ilayt 
ifokl ;  and  to  use  the  revelations  of  be  has  given  of  his  eternal  power  and  glory.  Tiiat 
be  purpose  of  confirming  and  am-  man's  religious  devotions  are  qiuch  to  be  suspect- 
carrying  forward  our  views  of  the  ed,  whatever  show  of  piety  he  may  affect,  who 
intained  in  the  Sacred  Scriptures,  derives  no  assistance,  in  attempting  to  form  ataM 
ird  to  the  revelation  derived  from  the  adequate  oonceptioas  of  the  object  of  his  «o4lup, 
>rds,  it  has  been  imagined  by  some,  Brom  the  sublime  discoveries  of  aatrooflnical 
tie  or  no  reference  to  the  operations  science ;  from  those  my  riads  of  suns  and  tfytteui 
iat  system,  and  that,  therefore,  the  which  form  but  a  small  portion  of  the  Creator^ 
risible  works  of  God  can  be  of  little  immense  empire  \*  The  profinsiag  Cbristiaa, 
in  promoting  religious  knowledge  wfaoee  devotional  exercises  are  not  invigorated, 
ictions.     In  the  sequel  of  this  vo-  and  whose  conceptions  of  Deity  are  not  extended, 

endeavour  to  ^ow,  that  this  senti-  by  a  contemplati<m  of  the  magnitude  and  variety 

Bmely  &llacious,  and  destitute  of  a  of  his  works,  may  be  conndered  as  equally  a 

But,  in  the  mean  time,  although  it  stranger  to  the  more  elevated  strains  of  piety,  and 

or  granted,  it  would  form  no  argu-  to  the  noble  emotions  excited  by  a  perceptioa  of 

the  combination  of  science  with  re-  the  beautifiil  and  the  sublime.       ^ 

it  ought  to  be  carefully  remarked,  *'  The  works  of  the  Lord,*  says  an  inspired 

^vclation  is  chiefly  intended  to  in-  writer,  *'  are  ^reof ,  and  are  sought  out  by  all 

e  knowledge  of  those  truths  which  those  who  have  pleasure  therein."    They  all 

i  subjects  of  the  moral  administro'  bear  the  stamp  of  Infinite  Perfection,  and  serve 

Dvernor  of  the  world,— or,  in  other  as  so  many  sensible  mediums  to  exalt  and  ex- 

postate   creatures,  and  as    moral  pand  our  conceptions  of  him,  whose  invisible 

grand  object  is  to  develop  the  open-  gkiries  they  represent  and  adumbrate.     When 

ings  of  the  plan  of  Divine  Mercy ;  contemplated  in  connection  with  the  prospects 

t  those  evil  propensities  and  pas-  opened  by  Divine  Revelation,  they  teiid  to  ex- 

in  has  introduced;  to  inculcate  those  cite  the  most  ardent  desires  after  that  state  of 

les  and  moral  laws  which  tend  to  enlarged  vision,  where  the  plans  and  oporations 

d  in  harmony  and  luve ;  and  to  pro-  of  Deity  will  he  more  clearly  unfolded — and  to 

niable  tempers  and  dispositions  of  prepare  us  ^r  bearing  a  part  in  the  immortal 

alone  can  fit  us  for  enjoying  happi-  hymn  of  the  church  triumphant: — "  Great  and 

I  this  world,  or  in  the  world  to  come,  marvellous  are  thy  works.  Lord  God  Almighty, 

m,  doubtless,  it  is,  that  the  mora/ at-  ju^t  snd  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  Saints." 

eity  are  brought  more  prominently  The  most  illustrious  characters  that  have  adom- 

he  Sacred  Volume,  than  his  natural  ed  our  race  in  all  ages,  have  been  struck  with 

ind  that  those  special  arrangements  the  beauty  and  maguificence  of  the  visible  crea- 

snce,  which  regard  the  moral  reno-  tion,  and  have  devoted  a  certain  portion  of  their 
'  species,  are  particularly  detailed ; 

nense  extent  of  his  universal  king-  •  As  some  rsaders  seem  u>  have  mistaken  the 

itence  of  other  worlds,  and  their  Author's  meaning,  in  this  and  similar  pasaaffea,  it 

.»   ...^  k..»  .i:»)«fi»  Uir>t^  .t    «,  ™*^  **  proiier  to  stale,  that  his  meaning  is  not— 

ny,  are  but  slightly,  hinted  at,  or  t^ai »  knowledne  of  natural  science  Is  eiwnttal  u> 

:urity.    Of  such  a  Revelation  we  geniUne  piety ;  but,  that  the  person  tpho  htu  an  op- 

;  and  had  it  chiefly  embraced  sub-  PortunUy  of  maktn^  him$^  acqmhued  with  the 

J.-.                     "^  ..          , J  ,  «r<«vu«o/futfurr,  and  of  conteraplatins  the  wonders 

y  different  nature,  it  would  have  of  the  heavens  in  their  true  light,  and  who  docs  not 

slying  the  remedies  requisite  for  And  his  vlewn  of  the  Creator  expanded,  and  his  rell- 

.AimtZAi^^  »k;<«ii  m\n  h««  int»n/lii<w»i  flflous  emotions  elevated,  by  such  studien.  has  reas<m 

.dmordors  which  sm  has  introduced  to  call  in  question  the  naiuie  and  the  alnierlty  of  hte 

ind— But,  iurelyi  it  was  never  devotional  feeliaipk 
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time  tad  attentioo  in  inretUgating  its  admirable  intereeti  and  die  progieia  of  religi< 

ecooomj  and  arrangement :  and  there  can  be  no  general  desire  to  propagate  the  liuiKs  of  Cir»> 

question,  that  a  portion  of  our  thoughts  devoted  tianity  in  Heatbe*   laads   now   aniaatei  ikc 

to  the  study  of  the  wondrous  works  of  the  Most  mass  of  the  religions  werid-~idiice  the  nstkai 


High,  must  ultimately  be  conduciTe  to  the  im-     tS  both  Continents  are  now  aroused  to  bvt 
prorement  of  our  intellectual  powen,  to  our     asunder  the  shackles  of  despotism,  and  to  iai|sit 


adrancement  in  the  Christian  life,  and  to  our  after  rational  liberty  and  mental  improveneat,- 

preparaiion  for  the  eialted  employments  of  tlie  and  since  all  these  discoireries,  iaTentioas,  asd 

eternal  world.  movements,  and  the  energies  of  the  human  onaii 

In  fine,  since  the  researches  of  modem  times  from  which  they  sprii^,  are  imder  the  directitt 

have  greatly  enlarged  our  views  of  the  System  and  control  of  that  Onmipotent  Being  wbonaA 

ef  Univorsal  Nature,  and  of  the  vast  extent  to  and  who  govctas  the  world*— they  ought  to  be 

which  the  operations  of  the  Creator  are  carried  considered  as  parts  of  those  Providential  anasf^ 

no  in  the  distant  regions  of  space,— since  the  ments,  in  the  progress  ofwhich  He  will  oliwaie^ 

kts  discoveries  of  Naturalists  and  Experimental  accomplish  tlie  iUnmination  of  oar  beaigbtc^ 

Phik)sopbers,  with  respect  to  the  constitution  of  race,  and  make  the  cause  of  rigbtMiasBem  mk 

the  atmosphere,  water,  light,  heat,  the  gases,  truth  to  triumph  among  all  naliona.     And,  thtn* 

the  electric,  galvanic  and  magnetic  fluids,  and  lore,  the  enKj^tened  Christian  ought  ihaayslly 

the  economy  and  instincts  of  animated  beings,  to  appreciate  every  eahibttma,  and  evciy  di» 

have  opened  to  our  view  a  bright  display  of  oovvry,by  which  his  coaeeptkos  of  the  attrtan 

Divine  Wisdom,  in  the  contrivance  and  ar^  of  God,  andof  the  pandeur  of  .his  works,  aa^ 

rangement  of  the  different  parts  of  oar  terrestrial  be  directed  and  enltfged,  m  ordsr  that  he  aa^ 

habitation, — since  improvements  in  the  useful  be  (jupilified  to  "speak  of  the  boaoar  of  hii  ai^ 

arts  have  kept  pace  with  the  progress  of  science,  jesty,  and  talk  of  his  power;  to  nmha  kaoaa  to 

■od  have  been  applied  to  many  beneficial  pur-  the  aons  of  men  his  mighty  if  |aadlh»|^nrii1 

poses,  which  have  uhimately  a  bearing  on  the  najes^  of  hii  kingdoM.** 
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CITURAL  ATTRIBUTES  OF  THE  DEFTY,  Wn'H   PARTICULAR  ILLUSTRATIONS  OP 

HIS  OMNIPOTENCE  AND  WISDOM. 


SECTION   I  '  ^tat  natural  relations  must  for  erer  subsist, 

A  iv^i^    1-  J,  J,  j^g^  indeed,  that  the  essential  attributes  of 

God,  and  the  principles  of  Natural  Religion, 

tUtion  of  tkeNaluratAUributet  qf  cannot  be  fully  discovered  without  the  li^t  of 

Dkitt  to  RELiaiOK.  Revelation,  as  apftears  from  the  past  experience 

of  mankind  in  9vcry  generation ;  but  it  is  equallj 

conviction  of  the  existence  of  Grod,  true,  that,  when  discovered  by  the  aid  of  this 

»etent  knowledge  of  his  natural  perfeo  celestial  light,  they  are  of  the  utmost  importance 

the  foundation  ofall  religion,  both  na-  in  the  Christian  system,  and  are  as  essratiaHy 

evealed.     In  proportion  as  our  views  connected  with  it,  as  the  foundation  of  a  build* 

ections  of  Doity  are  limited  and  oIh  ing'is  with  the  superstructure.     Many  professed 

similar  proportion  will  be  our  con*  Christians,  however,  seem  to  think,- and  to  act, 

'  all  the  relations  in  which  he  stands  to  as  if  the  Christian  Revelation  had  annulled  tlw 

res,  of  every  part  of  his  providential  natural  relations  which  subsist  between  man  and 

and  of  all  the  doctrines  and  require-  the  Deity ;  and  hence  the  zealous  outcry  against 

Bvealed  religion.  every  discussion  from  the  pulpit,  that  has  not  a 

latural  or  essential  attributes  of  God,  direct  relation  to  what  are  termed  the  doctrines 

and  such  perfections  as  the  follow-  of  grace.     But  nothing,  surely,  can  be  more  ah* 

Eternity,  Omnipresence,   Infinite  sni^  than  to  carry  out  such  a  principle  to  all  its 

),  Infinite  Wisdom,  Omnipotence,  and  legitimate  consequences.   Can  God  ever  cease  In 

Beneficence.    These  are  the  charac-  be  Omnipotent,  or  can  man  ever  cease  to  be 

ttributes  of  Deity,  which,  we  must  dependent  for  existence  on  his  infinite  power  ? 

rra  the  chief  subjects  of  contemplation  Can  the  Divine  Being  ever  cease  to  be  Omnipre- 

nd  to  all  other  pure  iRtelligences — and  sent  and  Omniscient,  or  can  man  ever  cease  to 

atiag  the  displays  of  which,  the  sons  be  the  object  of  his  knowledge  and  superintend- 

rould  have  been  chiefly  employed,  had  ence  ?    Can  Infinite  Wisdom  ever  be  detach- 

lued  in  primeval  innocence.      These  ed  from  the  Almighty,  or  can  man  ever  be  in  a 

brm  the  ground-work  of  all  those  gra-  situation  where  he  will  not  experience  the  eflfects 

ions  in  which  the  God  of  salvation  of  his   wise    aTmngem<mts?     Can  Goodneae 

lis  redeemed  people  in  the  economy  ever  fail  of  being  an  attribute  of  Jehovah,  or  can 

ion— 'they  lie  at  the  foundation  of  the  any  sentient  or  intelligent  beings  exist  that  do 

istian  superstructure— and  were  they  not  experience  the  eflects  of  his  bounty  ?    In 

ized  as  the  corner-stones  of  that  sa-  short,  can  the  relation  of  Creofure  and  of  CVeo- 

s,  the  whole  system  of  the  Scripture  tar  ever  cease  between  the  human  race,  in  what- 

I  would  remain  a  baseless  fabric.    The  e^er  moral   or  physical  situation  they  may  be 

of  thestf  perfections  will  be  exhibit-  placed,  and  that  almighty  Being,  "  who  giveth 

fiiture  world — the  contemplation  of  to  all,  life  and  breath,  and  all  things  ?"    If  none 

'will  form  one  of  the  sublime  employ-  of  these  things  can  possibly  happen,  then  the 

the  saints  in  light^'— and  to  prepare  relations  to  which  we  refer  must  be  eternal  and 

iging  in  such  noble  exercises,  is  one  unchangeable,  and  must  form  the  basis  of  all  the 

f  designs  of  the  salvatibn  proclaimed  other  relations  in  which  we  can  possibly  stand 

>el.  to  the  Divine  Being,  either  as  apostate  or  as 

istian  Revelation  ought  not  to  be  con-  redeemed  creatures ;  and,  therefore,  they  ought 

superseding  the  Religion  of  Nature,  to  be  exhibited  as  subjects  for  our  frequent  and 

fing  it  forward  to  perfection.     It  in-  serious  contemplation,  as  religious  and  moral 

le  Deity  to  us  under  n«u)  relations,  ai^ts.    But,  unless  we  make  such  topics  a  dis* 

ing  to  the  degraded  state  into  which  tinct  subject  of  attention,  and  endeavour  to  ac- 

len.    It  is  superadded  to  our  natural  quire  a  clear  and  comprehensive  conception  of 

I  God,  and  takes  it  for  granted,  that  oor  lUtuml  relations  to  God,  we  can  never  fens  a 

44* 
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dear  conception  of  those  new  and  intareating  body,  before  God,  the  Judge  of  all.    Nov,  it 
relationa  into  which  we  have  been  brought  by  the  firmness  uTour  hof»e  of  so  astoaiahing  an  erctf, 
mediation  of  Jesus  Christ.  whidi  seems  to  contradict  all  eiipencaoe,  lii 
If  man  had  continued  in  his  primitiTe  state  of  appears  inrdTcd  ia  such  a  maas  of  dificiikw 
integrity,  he  would  have  been  for  erer  exercised  and  apfiarrat  cuotradictims,  must  be  in  prapof 
in  tracing  the  Power,  the  Beneficence,  and  other  tion  to  tJie  sentiments  wecnferiaiu  of  iLs  DitiH 
attributes  of  Deity,  in  the  visible  creation  alone.  Intelligence,  W  isrioiii,  aiid  Omuipoteace.    Aai 
Now  that  his  fiiUen  state  has  rendered  adJitional  where  are  we  to  find  the  moat  airiking  vinMe 
revdations  necessary,  in  order  to  secure  his  hap-  displays  of  these  peHectiowi,  eacept  in  ibe  aclHl 
pineas — is  he  completdy  to  throw  aside  those  co»-  operations  of  the  Creator,  within  Che  nngt  rf 
tamplations  and  exercises  which  constituted  his  our  view  in  the  materid  world  f 
diief  employnsent,  while  he  remained  a  pure  mord         Again,  we  are  iirfumied,  in  the  aaaw  Divist 
inteUigcnce?  Surely  not.    One  great  end  of  his  records,  that,  at  some  future  |»eri<xi,  the  eaillifB 
mord  renovation,  by  means  of  the  Gospel,  must  which  we  no%t-  dweH  shdl  be  wrapt  up  in  derov- 
be,  to  enable  him  to  restcinc  ku primitive  ecerctxes,  ing  flames,  and  its  present  form  and  ouostiiBtia 
•od  to  qudify  himr  fur  more  enlarged  views  and  iar  ever  destroyed ;  and  its  redicafcid  iidiifciliaai. 
cootemplationi  of  a  dmilar  nature,  m  that  fiiture  after  being  released  from  the  grave,  diaB  be  tiH» 
worid,  where  the  physicd  and  mord  impedi*  ported  to  a  more  glorious  region  ;  and  that  **  ai* 
nants  which  now  obstruct  his  progress  will  be  heavens  nad  a  new  earth  ahaJI  appear,  wbsnii 
coaH>letely  removed.  dwelleih  righteousfivss."  The  Divine  mercy  kit- 
It  appears  highly  unreasonable,  and  indicates  ing  given  to  the  faithful  the  proaiise  of  thw 
aidfiahdispositionofmind,  to  magnify  one  dasa  astonishing   rrvdutions,  and   moat  aagnifiHil 
of  the  Divine  attributes  at  the  expense  of  another,  events,  oar  hopes  of  their  being  fully  lealiid 
to  extd,  for  example,  the  Mercy  of  Grod,  and  ne-  must  rest  en  the  infinita  wisdom  and  ommpoitaof 
l^ect  to  celebrate  hisPower  and  Wisdom— those  of  Jehovah  ;  and,  conseqncntly,  if  our  views «l 
dbrious  perfections,  the  dispby  of  which,  at  the  theae  perfections  be  limttvtl  and  obscure,  onr  bops 
nrmation  of  our  globe,  excited  the  rapture  and  in  relation  to  our  future  destiny  will  be  preptf* 
admiration  of  angds,  and  of  innocent  nsan.    AH  tionably  feeble  and   languid  ;  wmd  will  scaieelf 
the  attributes  of  Gktd  are  efval,  because  all  of  perfcrm  its  office  "  as  an  anchor  to  the  aod,bii 
them  are  it^/hdu ;  and,  therefore,  to  talk  oX darling  sure  and  stead&st.'*    It  is  not  merely  by  irloa 
attributea  ia  the  Divine  Nature,  aa  some  have  a  person  that  God  is  Att-wise,  and  AIUpo«erm» 
done,  is  inconsistent  with  reaaon,  unwarranted  that  a  full  conviction  of  the  accomplidmeat  4 
by  Scripture,  and  tends  to  exhibit  a  distorted  anch  grand  events  wHl  be  produced.    He  atfl 
view  of  the  Divine  character.  The  Divine  mercy  be  node  to  see  with  his  ov^oeyes  wlat  Iba 
ought  to  be  cdebrated  with  rapture  by  every  indi-  Almighty  hat  cdrtady  dtmty  and  what  he  b  as* 
▼idual  of  our  fallen  race  ;  but  with  no  less  rapture  doing  in  all  the  regions  of  oniversd  nature  wkidi 
diould  we  extol  the  Divine  Onmipotenoe  ;  for  lie  open  to  our  inspection  ;  and  this  csaaoi  bt 
the  designs  ofmercy  cannot  be  accomplished  with-  effected  without  directing  his  contempUtioasH 
out  the  intervention  of  Infinite  Power.     All  that  those  displays  of  intclHgence  and  power  wliidi 
we  hope  for,  in  con5equence  of  the  promises  of  arc  exhibited  in  the  structure,  the  economy,  ad 
God,  aid  of  tlie  redemption  accomplished  by  Jesus  the  revolutions  of  the  material  world. 
Christ,  must  be  founded  on  the  conception  we         If  the  propriety  of  these  seniiroents  bead^ 
form  of  the  operations  of  Omnipotence.     An  ex-  ted,  it  will  foiiow  that  the  more  we  areM-ensta» 
ample  or  two  may  not  be  unneceaaary  for  illus-  ed  to  contemplate  the  wonders  of  Divine  iateBi' 
trating  this  pontion.  gence  and  power,  in  the  objects  with  whi<^  at 
We  are  warranted,  by  the  sacred  orades,  to  are  surrounded,  the  more  dee)>ly  diaU  we  be  i» 
entertain  the  hope,  that  these  mortd  bodies  of  pressed  with  a  conviction,  and  a  confident  hope, 
ours,  afler  they  have  mouldered  in  the  dust,  been  that  all  the  purposes  of  divine  mercy  wUl  skh 
dissdved  into  their  primary  elementary  parts,  and  mately  be  accomplished  in  our  eternd  feHdiSf' 
become  the  prey  of  devouring  reptiles,  durmg  a  It  will  also  follow,  that,  ia  proportion  as  theasiM 
lapse  of  generations  or  of  centuries, — shall  spring  acquires  a  dear,  aa  extensive,  and  a  revereatill 
forth  from  the  tomb  to  new  life  and  beauty,  and  view  of  the  essential  attributes  of  the  I>ifyi  ■■' 
be  arrayed  in  more  glorious  forms  than  they  now  of  those  truths  in  connection  with  them,  titiA 
wear  ;  yea,  that  aD  the  inhabitants  of  our  globe,  are  objects  of  contemplation  common  to  aS  hoj^ 
fit>m  Adam  to  the  end  of  time,  though  the  bodiea  beings,  in  a  similar  proportion  will  it  be  iuysii 
ofthousandsof  them  have  been  devoured  by  can-  ed,  and  its  attention  arreated,  by  evaiy  elb« 
Bibals,  have  become  the  food  of  fishes  and  of  divine  subject  connected  with  them.    And  it  H 
beasu  of  prey,  and  have  been  burnt  to  cinders,  doubtless,  owing  to  the  want  of  such  dear  ail 
and  their  ashes  scattered  by  the  winds,  over  the  impressive  conceptions  of  the  esaemid  charKtv 
difierent  regions  of  sea  and  land,— shall  be  reani-  of  Jehovah,  and  of  the  first  truths  oTrdigion,  iM 

mated  by  the  voice  of  the  Soa  of  God,  and  shall  the  bdk  of  mankind  ai«ao  linle  ' ''~* 

•ppatr,  each  in  hia  proper  pavsoo  and  klsstiitl  fcrfhiiiinul  bf  tfM  laadiof 
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i  with  the  plan  of  the  GKMpel  talvatioii,  form  the  sole,  or  the  chief  topici  of  diacauioo, 
ihey  entertain  ao  nnany  vague  and  unie«  in  the  busiiieais  of  religious  iusiructioo— but,  if 
one  respecting  the  character  and  theob-  the  ScriptureH  frequeuily  direct  our  attention  to 
luperintending  Providence.  How  ofien,  these  subjects-~if  they  lie  at  the  fi>iin(Jation  of 
lie,  have  we  witnessed  expressions  of  the  all  accurate  aiid  extemive  views  of  the  Christian 
d  limited  notions  which  are  frequently  Revelation — if  they  be  the  cliicf  subjects  oi'cun- 
d  respecting  the  operations  of  Omni*  templatiun  lo  angeU,  and  all  other  pure  iniriU« 
When  it  has  been  asuorted  that  the  gences,  m  every  regiou  of  liie  uiiiver4t>— aitil  if 
I  all  its  load  of  continents  and  oceans,  they  have  a  tendency  to  expand  the  miiui«  of  pro- 
id  motion  through  the  voids  of  space-^  fessed  Christians,  to  correct  llieir  vague  and  er- 
in  is  ten  hundred  thousand  times  larger  roiicous  conceptions,  and  to  pr«Miio(e  t^ieir  coo* 
erraqueous  ^obe    and  that  millions  of  iormity  to  the  mural  character  of  (iod— we  can* 
;s  are  dispersed  throughout  the  inunen-  not  find  out  the  siiadf»w  of  a  reason,  why  such 
iture— some  who  have  viewed  them-  tO|>ics  should  be  almost,  if  not  allugviher,  over- 
mlightened  Christians,  have  exclaimed  looked,  in  the  writings  aiKl  the  diitcourses  i^ 
nssibility  of  such  facts,  a»  if  they  were  those  who  profess  (o  innirtici  mankind  in  the 
e  limits  ofDivine  Power,  and  as  if  sucli  knowledge  oif  God,  and  the  dui  ies  of  his  worship. 
Uions  were  intended  to  turn  away  the  We  are  informed  by  our  Saviour  himself,  that 
I  (j}od  and  religion  ;  while,  at  the  same  *  "  thi*  is  life  eternal,  to  know  thue  ibe  living  and 
'  have  yiekled  a  firm  awent  to  all  the  true  God,**  as  well  as  *<  Joaus  Christ  wbum  be 
ions  rei^iecting  omens,  apparitions,  and  hath  vent."     The  knowledge  (^  GKxl,  in  the 
I,  and  to  the  supposed  extraordinary  tense  here  intendied,  must  include  in  it  the  know- 
the  professors  of  divination  and  witch*  Ied;fe  of  the  natural  and  essential  attributes  of 
ow  can  such  persons  assent,  with  intel-  the  Deity,  or  those  properties  of  his  nature  by 
d  rational  conviction,  to  the  dictates  of  which  he  is  distinguished  irom  all  **  the  idols  of 
1  respecting  the  energies  of  Omnipo-  the  nations."    Such  are,  his  Sel^xistence,  his 
ii  will  be  exerted  at**  the  consunmiation  All-perfect  knowledge,  his  Omnipresence,   his 
gs,'*  and  in.  those  arrangements  which  Infinite  Wisdom,  his  Boundless  Goodness,  and 
coed  the  dissolution  of  our  subjimary  Almighty  Power-^^ittribuiea,  which,  as  we  have 
A  firm  belief  in  the  Almighty  Power  j'Jst  now  seen,  lie  at  the  foundatiim  of  all  the 
irchable  wisdom  of  God,  as  displayed  other  characters  and  relations  of  Deity  revealed 
ititution  and  movements  of  the  material  in  the  Scriptures.    The  acquisition  of  just  and 
9f  the  utmost  importance,  to  confirm  oomfM^hensive  conceptions  of  these  perfeciinnsy 
and  enliven  our  hopes,  of  such  grand  mtist,  therefore,  lie  at  the  ibundatioii  of  all  pro- 
sting  events.  found  veneration  of  the  Divine  Being,  and  of 
^standing  the  considerations  now  stat-  a'1  that  is  valuable  in  religion.     Destitute  of 
plainly  evince  the  connection  of  the  such  conceptions,  we  can  neither  feel  that  habi<* 
irfections  c^  Gkxl  with  the  objects  of  tual  hurutify,  and  that  reverence  of  the  majesty 
tian  Revelation,  it  appears  somewhat  of  Jehovah,  which  his  essential  glory  iscalculat* 
tat,  when  certain  religious  instructerS'  ed  to  inspire,  nor  pay  him  that  tribute  of  adora- 
come  in  contact  with  this  topic,  they  tion  and  gratitude  which  is  .due  to  his  name. 
*  they  were  beginning  to  tread  upon  Devoid  of  such  views,  we  cannot  exercise  that 
ground  ;  and,  as  if  it  were  unsuitable  cordial  acquiescence  in  the  plan  of  his  redemption, 
Boe  as  Christian  teachers,  to  bring  for-  in  the  arrangements  of  his  providence,  and  in 
stupendous  works  of  the  Almighty  tlio  requirements  of  his  law,  which  tlie  Scriptures 
te  his  nature  and  attributes.     Instead  enjoin.     Yet,  how  often  do  we  find  persons  who 
ling  on  the  numerous  sources  of  illus-  pretend  to  speculate  about  tho  mysteries  of  the 
f  which  the  subject  admits,  till  the  Gospel,di8playing—4»y  their  flip|>aiicy  of  s|>eech 
their  hearers  are  thoroughly  affected  respecting  the  eternal  counsels  of  the  Majesty  o£ 
w  of  the  essential  glory  of  Jehovah—  Heaven— by  their  dogmatical  asseriioiis  rtrspcct- 
fttch  the  subject  with  two  or  three  ing  the  Divine  character,  and  the  dispensations 
msitions,  which,  though  logically  true,  of  providence— ^nd  by  their  pertinacious  opi- 
mpreawion  upon  the  heart ;  as  if  they  nions  respecting  the  laws  by  which  God  muai 
hat  such  contemplations  were  suited  regulate  his  own  actions-— that  they  have  never 
mal  men,  and  mere  philosophers ;  and  folt  impressive  emotions  of  the  grandeur  of  that 
were  afraid,  lest  the  sanctity  of  the  Being,  whose**  operations  are  unsearchable,  and 
iM  be  polluted  by  particular  deserip-  his  ways  past  finding  out  ?"  Though  thfpy  do  not 
lose  operations  of  the  Deity  which  are  call  in  question  his  immensity  and  power,  his 
through  the  medium  of  the  corporeal  wisdom  and  goodness,  as  so  many  abstract  pro* 
Ye  do  not  mean  to  insinuate,  that  the  perties  of  his  nature,  yet  the  unbecoming  (ami* 
tUUmtea  of  (3od,  and  the  ilhistratioM  liarity  with  which  they  approach  this  august  Be* 
irivad  Iroai  the  material  worid,  shooUl  ing,  and  talk  aboot  hinay  ■hows  that  they  hat* 
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never  tnociated  in  their  mincU,  ihe  •tupendotn  titude  of  technical  ternw  rnnd  subtle  renoHMt 

dispUyt  which  hare  been  given  of  thete  periee-  but  lead  m  directly  to  ike  aoutce  whaaee  m 

tioiis,  in  the  works  of  his  hands ;  and  that  their  niost  ample  cooceptiora  of  Deity  are  to  bedn» 

religion  (if  it  may  be  so  called)  consists  merely  ed,  that,  from  a  steady  and  enlightened  esnn» 

in  a  fiurago  of  abstract  opinions,  or  in  an  empty  plation  of  the  effects^  wp  may  lean  (he  pi» 

B&me.  nees  of  the  Cause ;  and  their  ezainple,  in  dli 

If,  then,  it  be  admitted)  that  it  is  eitsentially  respect,  ought,  doubtless,  to   be  a  |«Ucni  k 

requisite,  as  the  fixindation  of  religion,  to  have  evey  religious  instrucler. 
the  mind  deeply  impressed  with  a  clear  and  com- 
prehensive view  of  the  natural  perfeclioo^  of  the  '     -  ■ 
Deity,  it  will  follow,  that  the  ministers  of  reli- 
gion, and  all  others  whose  province  it  ia  to  com-                              SECTION  II.  , 
munioate  religious  instruction,  ought  frequently 

to  dwell,  with  particularity,  on  those  proc^  and  JUbutrationatof  /As  Omn^ofetice  ^  Ikt  Dun* 
illustrations  with  tend  to  convey  the  most  defi- 
nite and  impressive  conceptions  of  the  glory  of        Im  order  to  ekicidata  more  distinctly  wlat  fan 

that  Being  whom  we  profess  to  adore.    But  from  been  now  slated,  I  shall  select  a  lew  illnslniMi 

what  sources  are  such  illustrations  to  be  deriv-  of  some  of  Ihe  natuial  attributes  of  ibe  Dsin; 

nd?  Is  it  from  abstract  reasonings  and  metaphy-  And,  in  the  first  place,  I  almll  ofler  aiaw  fl8S» 

steal  distinctions  and  definitions,  or  firom  a  survey  derations  which  have  a  tendency  Co  di««cl  aadn 

of  those  objects  and  movements  which  lie  open  amplify  our  conceptions  of  Divine  Powsr. 
to  the  inspection  of  every  observer?      There        Omnipotence  is  that  attribute  of  the  DiviH 

can  be  no  difficulty  in  coming  to  a  decision  on  Being,  by  which  be  can  aoonmfilish  ereiy  dai| 

this  point.    Wt*  might  affirm,  with  the  school-  that  does  not  imply  a  cootradiction    however fci  it 

men,  that "  God  it  a  Being  whose  centre  is  every  may  transcend  the  comprehension  of  finite  Msia 

wherC)  and  his  circumference  no  where  ;"     that  By  his  power  the  vast  system  of  univenal  aatsn 

"  he  comprehends  infinite  duration  in  every  mo-  was  called  from  nothing  into  ezistenee,  asd  ii 

nent  ;**  and  that "  infinite  space  may  be  consi-  continually  supported,  in  all  im  naovenMnts,  fnm 

dered  as  the  stnsormm  of  the  Godhead ;"  but  such  age  to  age.      In  elucidating  this  perfcctiosif 

frnciful  illustrations,  when  strictly  analyzed,  will  God,  we  might  deriee  some  striking  iHoFtratisMi 

be  found  to  consist  merely  of  loords  without  from  the  records  of  his  dispensations  tumiidi 

ideas.    We  might  also  affirm  with  truth,  that  man.  In  the  early  ages  of  the  world    wbsa  hi 

God  is  a  Being  of  infinite  perfection,  glory,  and  overwhelmed  the  earth  with  the  dekigs,nliik 

blessedness — that  he  is  wi  hout  all  iMunds  or  covered  the  tope  of  the  highest  moontaias,  ui 

limits  eitheractuid  or  possible — that  he  is  possess-  swept  the  crowded  peculation  of  the  aadol 

ed  of  power  sufficient  to  perform  all  things  which  world  into  a  watery  grave— when  he  dcmoHsM 

do  not  imply  a  contradiction — that  he  i^  independ-  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  and  the  cities  uami 

jNit  and  self^ufficient*^that  his  wisdom  is  un-  them,  with  fire  from  heaven— when  be  slew  iN 

rrring,  and  that  he  infinitely  exceeds  all  other  the  first-born  of  Egypt,  and  turned  their  riveif 


beings.     But  these,  and  oihcr  expressions  of  a  into  blood— -when  be  divided  the  Red  Seaaai 

similar  kind,  are  mere  technical  termtj  which  the  waters  of  Jordan  before  the  tribes  of  bnsi 

convey  no  adequate,  nor  even  tolerable,  notion  —when  he  made  the  earth  to  open  its  jaws  aal 

of  what  they  import.     Beings,  constituted  like  swallow  up  Korah  and  all  his  ct  nipsny    ui 

man,  whose  rational  spirits  are  connected  with  when  he  caused  Mount  Sinai  to  amoke  and  trem' 

an  organical  structure,  and  who  derive  all  their  ble  at  his  presence   But  these  and  similar  eveolSi 

knowledge  through   the  medium  of  corporeal  however  awful,  astonishing,  and  worthy  of  re^ 

organs,  can  derive  their  clearest  and  most  affect-  mcmbrance,  were  only  tranntonf  exertions  of 

ing  notions  of  the  Divinity,  chiefly  through  the  Divine  Power,  and  are  not  calculated,  andwers 

same  medium,  namely,  by  contemplating  the  never  intended,  to  impress  (he  roiAd  in  so 

^ect»  of  his  perfections,  as  displayed  through  ful  a  manner  as  those  displays  of 

the  ample  range  of  the  visible  creation.      And  which  are  exhibited  in  the  ordinary 

to  this  source  of  illustration,  the  inspired  writers  of  the  material  universe.    Wo  have  no 

Itnif  irmly  direct  our  view»^"  Lifl  up  your  eyes  tion  in  asserting,  that,  with  regard  to  this  attri* 

on  high,  and  behold  !    who  hath  created  these  bule  of  the  Divinity,  there  is  a  more  grand  asd 

orbs?  who  bringeth  forth  their  host  by  number,  impressive  display  in  the  works  of  Nature, ibst 

and  calleth  them  all  by  their  names?  The  ever-  in  all  the  events  recorded  in  the  Sacred  Histoiy. 

lasting  God,  the  Lord,  by  the  greatnera  of  his  Nor  ought  this  remark  to  be  copsidemd  as  thrsW' 

might,  for  that  he  is  strong  in  power. "'->"  He  ing  the   least  reflection  on  the  fiilness  and  sof* 

bath  made  the  earth  by  his  power  ;   he  hath  ficiency  of  the  Scripture  revelation  ;  he  that  r^ 

established  the  world  by  his  wisdom;  he  hath  velation,  as  having  a  special  referenee  to  a  smnI 

stretched  out  the  heavens  by  his  onderstanding."  econonqr>  has  for  its  object  m  give  n 

Thstswritendonoiparplaioarmindsbyannil-  cukr  diiphiy  of  the  moral  thuofthni 
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^od.    The  miraclM  to  which  we  have  hours,  mm  it  were,  to  form  a  de&oite  idea  of  those 

id,  and  every  other  supernatural  fact  objects  of  oppressive  grandeur,  and  feels  unable  to 

Jie  Bible,  were  not  intended  so  much  grasp  (he  august  objects  which  oompocio  the  sur- 

te  pUnUudt  of  the  power  of  Deitj,  rounding  scene."    But  what  are  all  theie  rooun- 

testiroooy  to  the  Divine  mission  of  tainous  masses,  however  variegaied  and  sublime, 

easengers,  and  to  confirm  the  truths  when  compared  with   the   bulk  of  the   whole 

i.     It  was  not,  for  example,  merely  earth  1    Were  they  hurled  from  their  bases,  snd 

te  energies  of  Almighty  power,  that  precipitated  into  the  vast  Pacific  Ocean,  they 

)f  the  Red  Sea  were  dried  up  before  would  all  disappear  in  a  moment,  except  perhaps 

is  of  Israel,  but  to  give  a  solemn  and  a  few  projecting  tops,  which,  like  a  number  of 

itation  to  all  concerned,  that  the  Most  small  islands,  might  be  seen  rising  a  few  (athoma 

id  taken  this  people  under  his  peculiar  above  the  sur&ce  of  the  waters, 

that  he  had  appointed  Moses  as  their  The  earth  is  a  gkibe  whose  diameter  is  nearly 

sgislator— and  that  they  were  bound  8,000  miles,  and  its  circumference  ab:>ut  25,000, 

ind  obey  the  statutes  be  delivered.'  and,  consequently,  its  surface  contains  nearly  two 

ippropriate  and  impressive  illustra-  hundred  miUioos  of  square  miles — a  magnitude 

nipotence,  are  those  which  are  taken  too  great  fer  the  mind  to  take  in  at  one  concep- 

•manent  operations  of  Deity,  which  tioo.    In  order  to  ferm  a  tolerable  cooceptioa  of 

very  moment  in  the  universe  around  the  whole,  we  must  endeavour  to  take  a  leisurely 

Jier  words,  those  which  are  derived  survey  of  its  diflbreot  parts.    Were  we  to  take 

I  of  the  facts  which  have  been  observ-  our  station  on  the  top  of  a  mountain,  of  a  mode- 

aterial  world,  respecting  magnitude  rate  size^aad  survey  the  surrounding  laodicape. 

we,  should  perceive  an  extent  of  view  stretoh- 

t  place  the  inunefue  quantiiy  t^mat-  ing  40  miles  in  every  direction,  Ibrming  a  circle 

id  in  the  tmiverse,  presents  a  moet  80  miles  in  diameter,  and  SdO  in  cirourafereDoe 

•lay  of  Almighty  power.  and  comprehending  an  area  of  6,000  square 

curing  to  form  a  definite  notioo  on  miles.     In  such  a  tttoatioa  the  terrestrial  sceoe 

,  the  mind  is  bewiUered  in  its  oonp  arouad  and  haneath  us    ecnaisting  of  hills  and 

1  is  at  a  loss  where  to  begin  or  to  plains,  towns  and  villages,  rivers  and  laks»» 

rsions.    In  order  to  form  something  would  form  one  of  the  largeat  objects  which  the 

)g  to  a  well-defined  idea,  we  must  eye,  and  even  the   imagination,  can  steadify 

nofthought  commencing  with  those  grasp  at  ons  time.   But  such  an  object,  grand  and 

which  the  mind  can  easily  grasp,  pro-  extensive  as  it  is,  forms  no  more  than  the  foH^ 

u^  all  the  intermediate  gradations  thouaandth  part  of  the  terraqueous  globe ;  so  tint 

),  and  fixing  the  attention  on  every  before  we  can  acquire  an  adequate  conception  of 

te  chain,  till  we  arrive  at  the  object  the  magnitude  of  our  own  world,  we  must  ccn» 

B  of  which  we  wish  to  form  a  con-  ceive  40,000  landscapes  of  a  similar  extent,  to 

e  must  endeavour,  in  the  first  place,  pass  in  review  before  us :  and  were  a  scene,  cf 

mception  qf  the  bulk  of  the  world  the  magnitude  now  stated,  to  pass  before  us  every 

!  dwell,  which,  though  only  a  point  hour,  till  all  the  diversified  scenery  of  the  earth 

n  of  the  whole  material  universe,  is  wern  brought  imder  our  view,  and  were  It  bocm 

most  astonishing  magnitude,  which  a  day  allotted  Ibr  the  observation,  it  would  r»> 

not  grasp,  without  a  laborious  effort,  quire  9  years  and  48  days  before  the  whde  sor- 

n  some  definite  idea  of  those  protu-  fece  of  the  globe  could  be  contemplated,  even  in 

BS  we  denominate  hilUj  which  arise  tlib  general  and  r<qnd  manner.     But,  such  a 

irface  of  our  plains  ;  but  were  we  variety  of  successive  landscapes  passing  before 

0  the  mountainous  scenery  of  Swit-  the  eye,  even  although  it  were  possible  to  be  reaU 
le  stupendous  range  of  the  Andes  in  ized,  would  convey  only  a  very  vague  and  im- 
rica,  or  to  the  Himmalayan  moun-  perfect  conception  of  the  scenery  of  our  world  ; 
I,  where  masses  of  earth  and  rocks,  for  objects  at  the  distance  of  40  miles  cannot  be 
iety  of  shape,  extend  several  bun-  distinctly  perceived  ;  the  only  view  which  wooM 
es  in  different  directions,  and  rear  be  satisfactory  would  be,  that  which  b  corapre- 
ing  summits  beyond  the  region  of  hended  within  the  range  of  S  or  4  miles  frooi  the 
•we   shocld  find   some  difficulty  in  spectator. 

dequate  conceplion  of  the  objects  of  Again,  I  have  already  stated,  that  the  surfkeo 

lation.    For,  (to  use  the  words  of  oftheearihcontainsnesjrly  200,000,000  of  square 

1  been  a  spectator  of  such  scenes,)  miles.  Now,were  a  person  to  set  out  on  a  minute 
Me  tmckleas  regions  of  intense  si«  survey  of  the  terraqueous  globe,  and  to  travel  till 
iitude,  we  cannot  contemplate,  but  he  passed  along  every  square  mile  on  its  surface, 
I  of  awe  and  admiration,  the  enor-  and  to  continue  his  route  without  intermission, 
8  of  variegated  matter  which  lie  at  the  rate  of  SO  miles  every  day,  it  wouU  require 
atfa,  and  above  us.     The  mind  la-  18,264  years  bslbre  he  could  fiaiah  his  tonr,  and 
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complete  tho  Mrrej  of  "  this  huge  rotundity  oo  and  there  amidet  its  ■ubterrmnaoiH  notmm :  td 

which  we  tread :"  so  that,  had  he  commenced  his  that  its  density  gradually  increaaaa  fron  ilsMh 

excursion  on  the  day  in  which  Adam  was  creat-  fiM^e  to  its  central  regiooa.     What  an  enorBMi 

ed,  and  continued  it  to  the  present  hour,  be  would  mass  of  roaterialsi  then,  is  oooaprahciided  witfi 

not  hare  accomplished  one  third  part  of  this  vast  the  limits  of  the  globe  on  which  we  tread!  TW 

tour.  mind  labours,  as  it  were,  to  ooaipcdiead'^ 

In  estimating  the  sixe  and  extent  of  the  earth,  mighty  idea,  and  after  all  ita  cxectiflB,  Miil> 

we  ought  also  to  take  into  consideration  the  rast  self  unable  to  take  in  aoch  an  aatooishing  ma^ 

variety  of  objects  with  which  it  is  diversified,  nitude  atone  compreheosive  graap.     Hoirgpai 

and  the  numerous  animated  beings  with  which  must  be  the  power  of  that   Being  who  am 

it  is  stored;    the  great  divisions  of  land  and  manded  it  to  spring  firom  nothing  intoexifMH^ 

water,   the  continents,  seas,  and  islands   into  who  "  measureth  the  ocean  in  the  hollow  efftil 

which  it  is  distributed ;  the  lolly  ranges  of  moun-  hand,  who  weigheth  the  moaniaina  in  8caks,Hd 

tains  which  rear  their  heads  to  the  clouds ;  the  hangeth  the  earth  upon  nothing  !** 

tmfathomed  abysses  of  the  ocean ;  its  vast  subter-  It  is  essentially  requisite,  bewre  procesdiagti 

raneous  caverns  and  burning  mountains;  and  the  the  survey  of  objects  and  magnitudaa  of  a  ap^ 

lakes,  rivers,  and  stately  forests  with  which  it  is  rior  order,  that  we  should  endeAVour,  by  saeki 

ao  magnificently  adorned ; — the  many  millions  of  train  of  thought  as  the  pracediog,  to  form  saaa 

animals,  of  every  sixe  and  form,  from  the  ele-  tolerable  and  clear  conception  of  the  bdk  of  Ai 

phant  to  the  mite,  which  traverse  its  surface ;  globe  we  inhabit ;  fer  it  is  the  only  body  we  mi 

the  numerous  tribes  of  fishes,  from  the  enormous  use   as  a  standard  of  compariaoB  lo  guide  Ai 

whale  to  tho  diminutive  shrimp,  which  "  play'*  mind  in  its  conceptions,  when  it  roama  abmd 

in  the  mighty  ocean ;  the  aerial  tribes  which  sport  to  other  regions  of  material  esisleiioe.     Ati, 

in  the  regioos  above  us,  and  the  vast  mass  of  the  from  what  has  been  now  stated,  it  appsais,  Iftat 

surrounding  atmosphere,  which  encloses  the  earth  we  have  no  ade^uaU  ooooeption  of  a  inagaimfc 

and  all  its  inhabitants  as  "  with  a  swaddling  of  so  vast  an  extent ;  or,  at  least,  that  the  mmi 

band."    The  immense  variety  of  beings  with  cannot,  in  any  one  instant,  form  lo  itself  a  fii^ 

which  oar  terrestrial  habitation  is  fiimtshod,  coo-  tinet  and  oooiprahsnsive  idea  of  i^  aa  ay 

spires  with  every  other  consideration,  to  exalt  our  measure  corresponding  to  the  reality* 

conceptions  to  that  power  by  which  our  globe,  and  Hitherto,  then,  we  have  fixed  only  on  a  d^ 

■11  that  it  contains,  were  brought  into  existence,  terminate  magnitude— on  a  acale  of  a  few  iw^ 

The  preceding  illustrations,  however,  exhibit  m  it  were,  in  order  to  asstst  us  an  our  OMSiaiN 

the  vast  extent  of  the  earth,  considered  only  as  a  ment  and  conception  of  magnitudss  Slil  smn 

mere  superficies.  But  we  know  that  the  earth  is  a  august  and  astonishing.     When  we 

solid  globe,  whose  specific  gravity  is  nearly  five  plate,  by  the  light  of  scieaoe,  tbose 

times  denser  than  water,  or  about  twice  as  dense  globes  which  float  around  us,  in  the 

as  the  mass  of  earth  and  rocks  which  compose  its  the  riiy,  the  earth  with  all  its  sublime 

surface.     Though  we  cannot  dig  into  its  bowels  stupendous  as  it  is,  dwindles  into  an 

beyond  a  mile  in  perpendicular  depth,  to  explore  derable  ball.    If  we  pass  from  our  globe  lo  soar 

its  hidden  wonders,  yet  we  may  easily  conceive  of  the  other  bodies  of  tho  planetary  ^stem.  «• 

what  a  vast  and  indescribable  mass  of  matter  shall  find  that  one  of  these  stupendous  orbs  ii 

must  be  contained  between  the  two  opposite  por^  more  than  900  tiroes  the  sixe  of  our  worU,  ui 

lions  of  its  external  circumference,  reaching  8000  encircled  with  a  ring  200,000  miles  in  diui^ 

miles  in  every  direction.    The  solid  contents  of  ter,  which  wouk)  nearly  reach  from  the  eartk 

this  ponderous  ball  is  no  less  than  263,858,149,-  to  the  moon,  and  wouU  enclose  within  its  vaM 

ISO  cubical  miles— amass  of  material  substance  circumference   several  hundreds   of  workk  ai 

of  which  we  can  form  but  a  very  fitint  and  im-  large  as  ours.   Another  of  these  planetary  bodici, 

perfect  conception — in  proportion  to  which  all  the  which  appears  to  the  vulgar  eye  only  as  a  bril- 

lo(\y  mountains  which  rise  above  its  surface  are  liant  speck  on  the  vault  of  heaven,  is  Ibund  to 

less  than  a  few  grains  of  sand,  when  compared  be  of  such  a  size,  that  it  would  require  1,400 

with  the  largest  artificial  globe.    Were  the  earth  gk>bes  of  the  bulk  of  the  earth  to  form  one  equsl 

a  hollow  sphere  surrounded  merely  with  an  ex-  to  it  in  dimensions.     The  whole  of  the  bodiet 

temal  shell  of  earth  and  water,  10  miles  thick,  its  which  compose  the  solar  system,  (without  tik- 

internal  cavity  would  be  sufficient  to  contain  a  ing  the  sun  and  the  comets  into  account,) 

quantity  of  materials  ofM  ^fuired  and  thirty^hret  tain  a  mass  of  matter  2,500  times  greater 

timtt  greater  than  the  whole  mass  of  continents,  that  of  the  earth.     The  sun  himself  is  580 

islands  and  oceans,  on  its  surfiice,  and  the  foun-  larger  than  all  the  planetary  ^obes  takea  to- 

dations  on  which  they  are  supported.     We  have  gedier ;  and  one  million  three  hundred  thomaad 

the  strongest  reasons,  however,  to   conclude,  times  larger  than  the  terraqueous  globs.    Thii 

that  the  earth,  in  its  general  structure,  is  one  is  one  </  the  most  gkwious  and  magnifiet 

solid  mass,  from  the  surface  to  the  centre,  ex-  visible  oligects,  which  either  the  eye  or  the  mtr 

ospting,  perhaps,  a  few  caverns  scattered  here  gination  can  contemplate ;  sapaciaUy  whsa  «• 
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COM ider,  what  perpetual  and  incomprehensible  formed  ua,that,  in  the  most  crowded  parts  of  the 

And  powerful  influence  he  exerts,  what  warmth  Milky-way,  when  exploring  that  region  with  hia 

and  beautj  and   activity  he  diffuses,  not   only  best  glasses,  he  has  had  fields  of  view  which 

no  the  globe  we  inhabit,  but  over  the  more  ex-  contained  no  le$is  than  588  stars,  and  these  were 

tensive  regions  of  surrounding  worlds.    His  continued  fur  many  minuses:  so  that  "  in  one 

energy  extends  to  the  utmost  limits  of  the  pla-  quarter  of  an  hour's  time  there  paHoed  no  less 

Betary  system — to  the  planet  llerschel,  which  than  one  hundred  and  sixteen   thouaand   8tar$ 

rerolves  at  the  distance  of  1 ,800   millions  of  through  the  field  of  view  of  hia  leU-soipe." 

miles  from  his  surface,  and  there  he  dispetises  It  has  been  computed,  that  nearly  one  hundred 

Uglil,  and  colour,  and  comfort,  to  all  the  beini^  millione  of  stars  might  be  perceived  by  the  most 

eoBDected  with  that&r-distant  orb,and  to  all  the  perfect  instruments,  were  all  the  regions  of  the 

moons  which  roll  around  it.  sky  thoroughly  explored.  And  yet,  all  this  vast 

Here  the  imagination  begins  to  be  overpower*  assemblage  of  suns  and  worlds,  when  compared 

•d  and  bewiklored  in  its  conceptions  of  magni-  with  what  lies  beyond  the  utmost  boundaries  of 

tnde,  when  it  has  advanced  scarcely  a  single  step  human  vision,  in  the  immeasurable  spaces  of 

in  lis  excursions   through  the  material   world:  creation,  may  be  no  more  than  as  the  smallest 

For  it  is  highly  probable   that  all  the  matter  particle  ofvapour  to  the  immense  ocean.  Immea- 

eontained  within  the  limits  of  the  solar  S3rstem,  snrable  regions  of  space  lie  beyond  the  utmoi<t 

incomprehensible  as  its  masnitude  appears,  bears  limits  of  mortal  view,  into  which  even  imagina- 

a  BOUtHer  proportion  to  the  whole  mass  of  the  tion  itselfcan  scarcely  penetrate,  and  which  are, 

material  universe,  than  a  single  grain  of  sand  doubtless,  replenished  with  the  operations  of  Di- 

to  eU  the  particles  of  matter  contained  in  the  vine  Wisdom  and  Omnipotence.    For,  ii  cannot 

body  of  the  tun  and  his  attending  planets.  be  supposed,  that  a  being  so  diminutive  as  man, 

If  we  extend  our  views  from  the  solar  system  whose  stature  scarcely  exceeds  six  feet — who 

lo  the  starry  heavens,  we  have  to  penetrate,  in  vanishes  from   the  sight  at  the  distance  of  a 

oar  iinagiaation,  a  space  which  the  swiftest  ball  league— whose  whole  habitation  is  invisible  from 

diat  was  ever  projected,  though  in  perpetual  mo-  the  nearest  star — whose  powers  of  vision  are  so 

tion,  would  not  traverse  in  ten  hundred  thousand  imperfect,  and  whose  mental  faculties  are  solimit- 

jean.     In  those  trackless  regions  of  immensity,  ted — it  cannot  be  supposed  that  man,  who  "  dwells 

we  behold  an  assemblage  of  resplendent  glob<M,  in  tabernacles  of  clay,  who  is  crushed  befire  the 

einrilar  to   the  sun  in  size  and  in  glory,  and,  moth,*  and  chained  down,  by  the  force  of  gra* 

doubtless,  accompanied  with  a  retinue  of  worlds,  vttation,  to  the  surface  of  a  small  planet, — should 

revohring,  like  our  own,  around  their  attractive  be  able  to  descry  the  utmost  boundaries  of  the 

influence.    The  immense  distance  at  which  the  empire  of  Him  who  fills  inraiensity,  and  dwells  in 

nearest  stars  are  known  to  be  placed,  proves  **  light  unapproachable."    That  portion  of  his 

that  they  are  bodies  of  a  prodigious  size,  not  dominions,  however  which  lies  within  the  range 

inferior  to  our  sun,  and  that  they  shine,  not  by  of  our  view,  presents  such  a  scene  of  magni- 

rafleded  rays,  but  by  their  own  native  light.  But  ficenoe  and  grandeur,  as  must  fill  the  mind  of 

bodies  encircled  with  such  refulgent  splendour  every  reflecting  person  with  astonishment  and 

would  be  of  little  use  in  the  economy  of  Jeho-  reverence,  and  constrain  him  to  exclaim,  "  Great 

vah*s  empire,  unless  stirrounding  worlds  were  is  our  Lord,  and  of  great  power,  his  under- 

elieered  by  their  benign  influence,  and  onlight-  standing  is  infinite." — '*  When  I  consider  the 

ened  by  their  beams.     Every  star  is,  therefore,  heavens,  the  work  of  thy  fingers,  the  nnoon  and 

with  good  reason,  concluded  to  be  a  sun,  no  less  the    stars  which  thou  hast  ordained — what  is 

spacious  than  ours,  surrounded   by  a  host  of  roan  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him !" — "  I  have 

planetary  globes,  which  revolve  around  it  as  a  heard  of  thee  by  hearing  of  the  ear ;"  I  have 

eentre,  and  derive  from  it  light,  and  heat,  and  listened  to  subtle  disquisitions  on  thy  character 

eomibrt.     Nearly  a  thousand  of  these  lumina-  and  perfections,  and  have  been  but  little  afiect- 

ries  may  be  seen  in  a  dear  winter  nigh',  by  the  ed,  "  but  now  mine  eye  seeth  thee  ;  wherefore 

naked  eye ;  so  that  a  miss  of  matter  equal  to  I  humble  myself,  and  repent  in  dust  and  ashes.** 

a   thousand  solar  systems,  or  to  thirteen  hun-  In  order  to  feel  the  full  force  of  the  impression 

ind  and  twenty  miUions  of  globes  of  the  tize  made  by  such  contemplations,  the  mind  must 

rf  Uu  earthj  nmy  be  perceived,  by  every  com-  pause  at  every  step,  in  its  excursions  through 

tatm  observer,  in  the  canopy  of  heaven.    But  the  boundless  regions  of  material  existence  :  for 

all  the  c«4estial  orbs  which  are'  perceived  by  it  is  not  by  a  mere  attention  to  the  figures  and 

die  unanisted    sight,  do  not  form  the  eighty-  numbers  by  which  the  magnitudes  of  the  great 

dMosandth  part  of  those  which  may  be  descried  bodies  of  the  universe  are  expressed,  that  we 

bf  the  help  of  optical  instruments.     The  tde-  arrive  at  the  most  distinct  and  ample  concep- 

mope  has  enabled  us  to  descry,  in  certain  spaces  tions  of  objects  so  grand  and  overwhelming, 

of  die  heavens,  thousands  of  stars  where  the  naked  The  mind,  in  its  intellectual  range,  must  dwell 

sjo   coold  scarcely  discern  twenty.    The  late  on  every  individual  scene  it  contemplates,  and 

aalsbfated  astronomer,  Dr.  Herscbel,  has  in-  on  the  varioos  objects  of  which  it  is  composed. 
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It  mutt  add  scene  to  Keiie,  magnitude  to 
mafpiitude,  and  compare  nnaller  otgects  with 
greater— a  range  of  mountains  with  the  whole 
earth,  the  earth  with  the  pUnet  Jupiter,  Jupiter 
with  the  son,  the  sun  with  a  thousand  stars,  a 
thousand  stars  with  80  millions,  and  80  millions 
with  all  the  boundless  extent  which  lies  bKyond 
the  limits  of  mortal  vision  ;  and,  at  every  step 
of  this  mental  process,  sufficient  time  must  be 
allowed  for  the  imapnation  to  expatiate  on  the 
objects  before  it,  till  the  ideas   approximate,  as 
near  aa  poaaiblsi  to  the  reality.     In  order  to 
form  a  comprchensiTe  conception  of  the  cxient 
of  the  terraqueous  globe,  the  mind  muAt  dwell  on 
an  extensive  landscape,  and  the  objects  with 
which-  it  is  adorned;  it  roust  endeavour  to  sur- 
vey  the   many  thousands  of  diversified  land- 
scapes which  the  earth  exhibits— the  hills  and 
plains,  the  lakes  and  rivers  and    mountains, 
which  stretch  in  endless  variety  over  its  surface 
—it  must  dive  into  the  vast  caverns  of  the 
ocean— penetrate  into  the  subterraneous  regions 
of  the  globe,  and  wing  its  way  amidst  clouds 
and  .tempests,  through  the  surrounding  atmos- 
phere.   It  must  next  extend  its  flight  through 
the  roost  expansive  regions  of  the  solar  system, 
realizing,   in'  imagination,   those   magnificent 
■cenes  which  can  be  described  neither  by  the 
naked  eye  nor  by  the  telescope,  and  comparing 
the  extent  of  our  sublunary  worid  with  the  more 
magnificent  globes  tlial  roll  around  us.    Leav- 
ing the  sun  uid  all  his  attendant  planets  behind, 
till  they  have  diminished  to  the  size  of  a  small 
twinkling  star,  it  must  next  wing  its  way  to  the 
•tarry  regions,  and  pass  from  one  system  of 
worlds  to  another,  from  one  Nebuloa'*'  to  another, 
Irom  one  region  of  Nebulae  to  another,  till  it  ar- 
rive at  the  utmost  boundaries  of  creation  which 
human  genius  has  explored.     It  must  also  en- 
deavour to  extend  its  flight  beyond  all  that  is 
visible  by  the  host  telescopes,  and  expatiate  at 
largo  in  that  boundless  expanse  into  which  no 
human  eye  has  yet  penetrated,  and  which  is, 
doubtless,  replenished  with  other  worlds,  and 
systems,  and  firmaments,  where  the  operations 
of  infinite  power  and  beneficence  are  displayed 
io  endless  variety,  throughout  the  illimitable 
regions  of  space. 

Here,  then,  with  reverence,  let  tis  pause,  and 
wonder !  Over  all  this  vast  assemblage  of  material 
existence,  God  presides.  Amidst  the  diversified 
objects  and  intelligences  it  contains,  he  is  eter> 
nally  and  essentially  present.  By  his  tmerring 
wisdom,  all  its  complicated  movements  are  di- 
rected. By  his  Almighty  fiat,  it  emerged  fixMn 
nothing  into  existence,  and  is  continuidly  sup- 
ported fixxn  age  to  age.    "  He  spake  and  it 

WAS  DOITE  ;   BE    COMMAITSED   AND   IT  STOOD 

FAST. " — "  By  the  word  of  the  L«d  were  the 
*  For  an  account  of  the  NcHite,  see  Ch.  IL  Art 


heavens  Dtade,  and  all  the  host  of  them  by  the  ipia 

of  his  mouth.' '    What  an  aaioniahiag  diiplir  d 

Divine  power  is  here  exhibited  to  our  ricv!  Bis 

fiir  transcending  all  finite  compreheocioB  ant  k 

the  energies  of  Him  who  only  '*  ap^r  ad  t 

was  done ;"  who  only  gave  the  oomaiand.  »i 

this  mighty  sjrstem  of  the  universe,  with  sB  m 

magnificence,  started  into  being !     The  ii^sN 

case  with  which  this  vast  &bric  was  reared, M 

us  irresistibly  lo  conclude,  that  there  are  pu«a 

and  energies  in  the  Divine  mind  wfaidi  Ime 

never  yet  bvvn  exerted^  and  which  nmy  wdU 

themselves  to  intelligent  beings,  in  the  prodnctioo 

of  still  more  astonijhing  and  magnificent  tSuS$. 

during  an  eodlcKS  succession  of  axistenoe.    IVd 

man  who  is  not  impressed  with  a  TeneraUe  mJ 

overwhelming  sense  of  the  power  and  m>jtfj 

of  Jehovah,  by  such  contemplations,  must  tan 

a  mind  incapable  of  ardent  religioua  cnsMiaai) 

and  unqualified  for  apfiffvcia:ing  the  grandest  tf 

that  Being  *'  whose   kingdom  mleih  over  iL' 

And  shall  such  ennobling  views  be  conpleidf 

withheUI  fitnn  a  Christian  audience  ?    Hhrfl  ft 

be  considered  as  a  matter  of  mere  ittliiTcreia, 

whether  their  views  of  the  Creator's  works  hi 

limited  to  the  i^ihere  of  a  few  miles  around  ibcn, 

or  extended  to  ten  thousand  worUs  ?— whctkff 

they  riiali  be  left  to  view  the  opeeaf  ions  of  ik 

Almighty  throughout  eteniity  past  and  to  eaut, 

as  confined  to  a  small  gk)be  placed  in  the  immes* 

tity  of  space,  with  a  number  of  brilliant  siodsfind 

in  the  arch  of  heaven,  at  a  few  miles  disianec;sr 

as  extending  through  the  boundleea  dinictMi«m<tf 

space?— whether  they  shall  be  left  to  enterwi 

no  higher  idea  of  the  Divine  majesty  than  «Uc 

may  be  dun  to  one  of  the  superior  orders  «C 

the  seraphim  or  cherubim,— or  whether    tkf 

shall  be  directed  to  form  the  most  august  conceii 

tions  of  the  King  eternal,  immortal,and  invwibk^ 

corresponding  to  the  displays  he  has  given  ofkii 

glory  io  his  visible  works  ?     If  it  be  nor.  bsik 

reason  and  piety  require,  that  such  illostratioM 

of  the  Divine  perfectinis  should  occasionally  be 

exhibited  to  their  view. 

In  the  next  place,  the  rapid  moHotu  of  dw 
great  bodies  of  the  universe,  no  less  than  their  ma^ 
nitudes,  display  the  Infinite  Power  of  the  Cieatts. 
We  can  acquire  accurate  ideas  of  the  relalifs 
vek>cities  of  moving  bodies,  only  hy  rsmpnriif 
the  motions  with  which  we  are  femiliar,  wttk 
one  another,  and  with  those  which  lie  bevond 
the  general  range  of  our  minute  inspectioo.  We 
can  acquire  a  pretty  accurate  conception  of  ihi 
velocity  of  a  ship  impelled  by  the  wind  of  a 
steamboat— K>f  a  race-horse  of  a  Imd  dartiif 
through  the  air — of  an  arrow  flying  from  a  bow 
— «id  of  the  douda  when  impelled  by  a  sioiar 
wind.  The  vekwity  of  a  ship  is  fitom  8  to  If 
miles  an  hour — of  a  race-horse,  fiom  fO  tett 
miles— of  a  bird,  say  from  60  to60  miUa,aBdrf 
tbs  clouds,  in  a  violent  hurricane,  from  80  to  100 
aiks  u  hour.    The  molioa  of  a  htl  tnm  t 
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totded  cannon  is  inoom{KLnibly  swificr  then  any  63,000  miles  au  hour,  the  actual   ratf  of  its 

<£  th«  moriona  now  stated  ;  but  of  Uic  velocity  of  mixion,  in  it4  course  round  liMi  suu !     B|it  wluu- 

■such  a  hoiiy  wo  have  a  less  acciir.i>e  ide;i ;  bo-  evi-r  disgrec  of  mcclianical  jjower  would  be  re- 

c«u«e,  its  rapidity  being  so  Ki^.ir,  we  cannot  qiiisitu  in  prudiire  such  a  nlupcndous  cticct,  it 

trace  it  distinctly  by  the  rye  throUj;ii  ifs  whole  wuuld  require  a  force  o:ie  hiiii-irv,-d  and  f  liy  times 

range,  from  the  inuulh  of  the  cannon  to  the  ohjuct  {;rfatcr  to  ini|iel  the  planut  Ju|>i;er,  in  hi.s  actual 

mgainst  which  it  is  impelleX    By  expiiriinents,  ctHirse  through  the  hfavcnsi !    Even  the  planet 

it  has  been  found,  that  its  rate  of  motion  is  from  Saturn,  one  of  the  slowest  moving  bodic:)  of  our 

480  to  800  miles  in  au  hour,  but  it  is  retarded  system,  a  glol)e  9G0  timoi  larger  than  the  eartli, 

every  moment,  by  the  resi:itance  of  the  air  tuid  iH  iinpelleil  tiiruugh  the  ro<rions  of  space  at  lite 

the    attraction   of   the  earth.     This   vel.>city,  rate  of  22,000  miles  an  hour,  carry  in*;  along 

however,  great  as  it  is,  bears  no  sensible  profior-  with  him  two  stupend(H:9  rings,  and  seven  imtons 

tioa  to  tho  rate  of  morion  which  is  found  among  lars;rr  than  our*, through  his  whole  course  round 

the  celeatial  orbs.     That  such  enormous  masses  thr  rcntnil  luminary.     Were  wc  placed  within 

of  matter  tbouU  move  at  all,  is  wonderful ;  but  a  thouHond  miles  of  this  stuficiidous  globe. (a 

«rben    we  consider  the  amazing  velocity  with  station  which  superior  beings  may  occasiouoliy 

vrhich  they  are  imf>elled,  we  are  lost  in  astonish-  occupy.)  where  its  hemisphere,  cncompa.<i6ed  by 

•lenu     The  planet  Jupiter,  in  describing  his  its  magniticcnt  rings,  would  fi{l  tho  whole  extent 

circuit  round  the  iun,  moves  at  the  rate  of  29 .000  of  our  vision — the  view  of  sucii  a  ponderous 

mlea  an  hour.     The  pknel  Venus,  one  of  the  and  trlorious  obj(H.*t,  flyin«;  with  such  amazing 

oearest  aad  oiost  brilliant  of  the  celestial  bodies,  velocity  before  us,  would  innnitely  exc«e<l  every 

•fiJ  about  the  same  size  as  the  earth,  is  f>und  to  idea  of  grandeur  we  can  derive  from  terrc.-<trial 

move   tiirough   the  spaces  of  the  firmament  at  scenes,  and  overwhelm  our  powers  with  asto- 

the  rate  of  78,000  miles  an  hour,  and  the  planet  nishment  and  awe.     Under  such  an  emotion,  wc 

Mercury  with  a  velocity  of  no  less  than  150,000  cotildonly  exclaim, "Great  astdsiarvellous 

inilof  an  hour,  or  1750  miles  in  a  minute — a  are  thv  works,  Load  God  Aluiohty!" 

motion  two  hundred  times  swifter  than  that  of  a  The    itioas  of   ttrength  and  power  implied  in 

cmnnon  bail.  the    impulsion  of  such  enormous    tnasses  of 

These  Telociiics  will  appear  still  more  asto-  matter  through  the  illimitable  tracta  of  bpace, 

niching,  if  we  c«insider  the  magnitude  of  the  are  forced  upon  the  mind  with  irresistible  energy, 

bodies  which  arc  thus  impelled,  and  the  immense  far  surpassing  what  any  abstract   propoeitions 

foroM  which  are  requisite  to  carry  them  alon^  or  reasonrnj^s  can  cimvey ;  and  constrain  us  to 

in  their  courses.     However  rapidly  a  ball  flies  exclaim,  "  Who  is  a  strong  Lord  like  unto 

from  th }  mouth  of  a  cannon,  it  is  the  flight  of  a  thee  !  Thy  right  hand  is  become  glorious  in 

body  only  a  few  inefua  in  diaineter ;  but  one  of  power !  the  Lord  God  omnipotent  rcigneth !" 
the  bodies,  whose  motion  has  been  just  now         If  we  consider  the  immerue  nrnjiUter  of  bodies 

■taled,   is  eighty^ine  thau»and  mila  in   dia-  thus  impelled  through  the  vast  spaces  of  the  uni- 

meter,  and  would  comprehend,  within  its  vast  verse— the  rapidity  with  which  the  eo}n«£«,  when 

cirGumlerence,  more  tJkin  a  thoti^and  globes  as  near  the  sun,  are  carried  through  the  regions  they 

Urfe  as  the  earth.    Could  we  contemplate  such  traverse, — if  we  consider  the  high  probability,  if 

aiofions,  fnim  a  fixed  point,  at  the  distance  of  nut  absolute  certainty,  that  the  stm,  with  all  bit 

only  a  few  htmdreds  of  miles  from  the  bodies  attendant  planets  and  comets,  \i  impelled  with  a 

thus  impelleii-~it  would  raise  our  admiration  to  still  greater  degree  of  velocity  towards  aome  dia* 

iui  highest  pitch,  it  wmild  overwhelm  all  our  tani  region  of  space,  or  around  some  wide  cir- 

ftcullies,  and,  in  our  present  state,  would  pro-  cumftirenre— that  all  the  thousands  of  systems  of 

dace  an  impression  of  awe,  and  even  of  terror,  that  nebulie  to  which  the  sun  belongs,  are  mov- 

beyond  the  power  of  language  to  express.     The  ing  in  a  similar  manner— that  all  the  nebuln  in 

earth  contains  a  mass  of  matter  equal  in  weight  the  heavens  are  moving  aroun<J  some  magni6cent 

to  at  least  2,200,000,000,000,000,000,000  tons,  central  body— in  short,  that  all  the  suns  and 

npporing  ita  mean  density  to  be  only  about  2^  worlds  in  the  universe  are  in  rapid  and  perpetual 

timee  greater  than  water.    To  move  this  pon-  motion,  as  constituent  portions  of  one  grand  and 

derous  mass  a  single  inch  beyond  its  position,  boundless  empire,  of  which  Jehovah  is  the  So- 

wcre  it  fixed  in  a  quiescent  state,  would  require  Tereign-^-and,  if  we  consider  still  further,  that  all 

•  nwdianical  force  almost  beyond  the  power  of  these  mighty  movements  have  been  going  on, 
.■umbcfa  to  express.  The  physical  force  of  all  without  intermission,  during  the  course  of  many 
the  mjriada  of  intelligences  within  tho  bounds  centuries,  and  some  of  them,  perhapa,  for  my* 
«f  ibo  planetary  system,  though  their  powers  riads  of  ages  before  the  foundations  of  our  world 
ivere  fiir  mperior  to  those  of  men,  would  be  were  laid — it  is  impossible  for  the  human  mind  to 
vlUigether  inadequate  to  the  production  of  such  form  any  adequate  idea  of  the  stupendous  forces 

•  oolion.  How  much  more  must  be  the  force  which  are  in  incessant  operation  thoughout  the 
nquifile  (o  impel  it  with  a  velocity  one  hundred  unlimited  empire  of  the  Almighty.  To  estimate 
md  fcty  tiiBBi  swiftic  than  «  cammi  ball,  or  Mcfa  mechanical  force  even  in  a  single  intfaimn, 
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oqmpletely  baffles  the  mathcinatician'B  skill,  and  hand,  as  the   magnitude    of  the  bodies  «Li(t 

sets  the  power  of  numbers  at  defiance.     "  Lan-  ntovfi  in  thexn,afid  thuir  prodigious  Telocities.iit 

guage,"  and  tij^ures,  and  comftarisuiDi,  are  **  lost  incumprvhunsiblr  on  the  other  ;  and  they  dmi 

in  wonders  so  sublime,"  and  the  mind,  over-  part  of  tho^e  magnificent  proportioos  aocordiaf 

powered  with  such  reflections,  is  irre«i$:ibly  led  to  which  the  fabric  of  universe!  nature  nu  u- 

upwards,  to  search  for  the  cause  in  that  Omwi-  rang<:d— all  correpi^^nding  to  the  majesty  <4" iktl 

POTEST  BEI50  who  upKolds  the  pillars  of  the  infinite   and    incomprehen»ib!e    Being,  '*  vbo 

universe— the  thunder  uf  whose  povi  er  none  can  measures  the  ocean  in  (he  hoUow  of  his  baiM.  ud 

comprehend.  While  contemplating  such  august  nieieth  out   (Itc  heavens  with  a  ppvi."     Huu 

objects,  how  emphatic  and  impretfive  a[)pears  wonderful  that  Itodies  at  svch  prodigious  distanrn 

the  language  of  the  sacred  oracles,  '*  Canst  thou  should  exert  a  mutual  influence  on  one  anuibrr' 

by  searching  find  out  God?  Canst  thou  Bnd  out  that  the  moon  at  tlie  dIstaiKrc  of  240,000 mfln 

the  Almighty  to  perfection  ?  Great  things  doth  should  raise  tides  in  the  ocean,  and  currents  is 

he,  which  we  cannot  comprehend.     Thine,  O  the  atmosphere !  that  the  sun,  at  the  distance  of 

Lord,  is  the  greatness,  and  the  glory,  and  the  ninety-five  millions  of  mites,  should  raise  tbe  n- 

majesty ;  for  all  that  is  in  heaven  and  earth  is  pours,  move  tlie  ocean,  direct  the  course ufik 

thine.     Among  the  gods  there  is  none  like  unto  winds,  fnictify  the  earth,  and  distribute  light,  u4 

thee,  O  Lordj  neither  are  there  any  works  like  beat,  and  colour,  througli  every  region  ofkbe  ^obe; 

unto  thy  works.     Thou  art  great,  and  dost  woo-  yea,  that  his  attractive  influence,  and  iructifyiD| 

drous  things  ;  thou  art  God  alone.     Hast  thou  energy,  shoukl  extend  even  to  the  planet  Ho^ 

not  known,  hast  thou  not  lieard,  that  the  ever-  schel,  at  the  distance  of  eighteen  hundbed  ntUiun 

lasting  God,  the  Lord,  the  Creator-of  all  things,  of  miles  !    So  that,  in  every  point  of  view  ii 

fainteth  not,  neither  is  weary  ?  there  in  no  search-  which  the  universe  is  contemplated,  we  p<Treivt 

ing  of  his- understanding.     Let  all  the  earth  fear  the  same  ^rond  $eale  of  operation  by  which  ikt 

the  Lord,  let  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  work!  Almighty  has  arranged  the  prorinces  of  biy  ooi- 

stand  in  awe  of  him  ;  for,  he  spoAe,  and  it  wa$  versal  kingdom. 

done ;  he  commanded,  and  it  stood  fast."  We  woukl  now  ask,  in  the  nune  of  all  that  ii 

Again,  the  immense  *paee»  which  surround  the  sacred,  whether  such  magnificent  manifeatatioti 

heavenly  bodies,  and  in  which  they  perform  their  of  Deity  ought  to  be  considered  as  iirefevauia 

revolutions,  tend  to  expand  our  conceptions  on  the  business  of  religion,  and  whether  they  ou^ 

this  subject,  and  to  illustrate  the  magnificence  of  to  be  thrown  completely  into  the  diade,  in  the 

the  Divine  operations.     In  whatever  point  of  discussions  which  take  place  in  religions  lopks, 

view  we  contemplate  the  scenery  of  the  heavens,  in  "  the  assemblies  of  the  saints  ?"  If  rejifiia 

an  idea  of  grandeur  irresistibly  bursts  upon  the  consists  in  the  intellectual  apprebensioB  of  the 

mind  ;  and,  if  empty  space  can,  in  any  sense,  perfections  of  God,  and  in  the  moral  ^tcu  pn^ 

be  considered  as  an  object  of  buliliraity,  nothing  duced  by  such  an  apprehension— if  aH  tlie  nvi 

can  fill  the  mind  with  a  grander  idea  of  magni>  of  glory  emitted  by  the  luminaries  of  heaven,  ue 

tude   and   extension,  than  the   amplitude  of  the  only  8o  many  reflections  of  the  grandeur  of  Hia 

scale  on  which  planetary  systems  are  construct-  who  dwells  in  light  unapproadiable>— >if  thevhaT* 

ed.     Around  the  body  of  the  sim  there  is  allot-  a  tendency  to  assist  the  mind  in  forming  its cria> 

tod  a  cubical  space,  3,600  millions  of  miles  in  ceplions  of  that  ineffable  Being,  whose  uacrttl- 

diameter,  in  which  eleven  planetary  j^lobes  re  -  id  priory  cannot  be  directly  contemplated — and  :f 

▼olve— every  one  beini;  separated  from  another,  tlicy  are  calculated  to  produce  a  subliiK'  and 

by  intervals  of  many  millions  of  miles.  The  space  awful  impression  on  all  created  intelligences.— 

which  surrounds  the  utmost  limits  of  our  system,  shall  we  retX  contented  with  a  less  ^orious  itiei 

extending  in  every  direction,  to  the  nearest  fixed  of  God  than  his  works  are  calculated  to  afford  ? 

stars,  is,  at  least,  40,000,000.000.000  miles  in  Shall  we  disregard  the  works  of  the  Lord,  an^ 

diameter ;  and,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  every  contemn   "  the  operations  of  his   hands,'*  aai 

star  is  surrounded  by  a  space  of  equal,  or  even  that,  too,  in  the  face  of  all  the  invitations  oo  ibii 

of  greater  extent.      A  body  impelled  with  the  subject,  addressed  tons  from  heaven  ?  For  iha 

greatest  velocity  which  art  can  produce,  a  can-  saith  Jehovah  :  "  Lif\  up  your  eyes  on  hyh.sid 

non  ball,  for  instance  would  require  twenty  years  behold,   who   hath  created   these    things,  wbs 

to  pass  through  the  space  that  intervenes  between  bringeih  forth  their  husi  by  number.     T,  the  Lord, 

the  earth  and  the  sun,  and  four  millions,  seven  who  maketh  all  things,  who  stretcheth  forihthe 

hundred  thousand  years,  ere  it  could  reach  the  heavens  alone,  and  spread  abroad  the  earth  bvhiiK 

nearest  star.      Though  the  stars  seem  to  be  self ;  all  their  host  have  I  commanded.**  And,iC 

crowded  together  in  clusters,  and  some  of  them  at  the  conomand  of  God,  we  lift  up  our  eves  to 

almost  to  touch  one  another,  yet  the  distance  be-  the  "  firmament  of  his  power,"  suroly  weoofhl 

tween  any  two  stars  which  seem  to  make  the  to  do  it,  not  with  a  brute,  unconscious  gaxe,*'  aoC 

nearest  approach,  is  such  as  neither  words  can  with  the  vacant  stare  of  a  savage,  not  as  tf  vt 

express,  nor  imagination  fathom.     These  im-  werestillenveloped  with  the  mists  and  prc^tidica 

mensa  spaces  arc  as  unfathomahlo  on  the  one  of  the  dark  ages-—but  as  surrounded  by  that  blsis 
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t  which  modern  scitsnce  has  thrown  upon  velocity,  gives  us  t  most  august  and  impressive 
nery  of  the  sky,  in  order  that  we  may  con-  conception  of  the  greatness  of  that  Power  which 
le,  with  fixed  attention,  all  that  enlighten-  first  set  it  in  motion,  and  continues  the  rapid 
K>n,  aided l>y  the  nicest  observations,  has  whirl  from  age  to  age  !  Though  the  huge  masses 
lined  respecting  the  magnificence  of  the  of  die  Alpiue  mountains  were  in  a  moment 
al  orbs.  To  overlook  the  sublime  disco-  detached  fri)m  their  iciimdations,  carried  aloft 
of  modem  times,  to  despise  them,  or  to  through  the  regions  of  the  air,  and  tossed  into  the 
question  their  reality,  as  some  religiooistii  Mediterranean  sea,  it.would  convey  no  idea  of 
lone^  because  they  bring  to  our  ears  such  a  force  equal  to  that  which  is  every  moment  ex- 
thing  reports  of  the  **  eternal  power"  and  erted,  if  the  earth  revolve  on  its  axis.  But 
y  of  Jehovah^is  to  act  as  if  we  were  afraid  should  the  motion  of  our  earth  be  called  in  ques- 
e  Deity  should  be  represented  as  more  tioii,  or  denied,  the  idea  of  force,  or  power,  will 
and  magnificent  than  he  really  is,  and  as  if  be  indefinitely  increased.  For,  in  this  case,  it 
uld  be  better  pleased  to  pay  him  a  less  share  must  necessarily  be  admitted,  that  the  heavens, 
lage  and  adoration  than  is  due  to  bis  name,  with  all  tlie  innumerable  host  of  stars,  have  a 
laps  some  may  be  disposed  to  insinuate,  diurnal  motion  around  the  g!(^;  whicli  motion 
ie  views  now  stated  are  above  the  level  must  be  inconceivably  more  rapid  than  that  of 
iinary  comprehension,  and  founded  too  the  earth,  on  the  supposition  of  its  motion, 
on  scientific  considerations,  to  be  staled  For,  in  proportion  a^  the  celestial  bodies  are 
%i\  to  a  common  audience.  To  any  in-  distant  from  the  earth,  in  the  same  proportion 
ions  of  this  kind,  it  may  be  replied,  that  would  be  the  rapidity  of  their  movements.  The 
lIustratioBs  as  those  to  which  we  have  re-  sun,  on  this  supposition,  wouM  move  at  the  rmt0 
are  more  easily  comprehended  than  many  of  414,000  miles  in  a  minute ;  the  Jteares:  stars, 
»e  abstract  discussions  to  which  they  are  at  the  rate  of  fourteen  hundred  millions  of  miles 
ntly  accustomed ;  since  they  are  definite  in  a  second :  and  the  most  distant  luminaries, 
ngible,  being  derived  from  those  objects  with  a  degree  of  swiftness  which  no  numbers 
strike  the  senses  and  the  imagination,  could  express.*  Such  velocities,  loo,  would  be 
leraoii  of  common  understanding  may  be  the  rate  of  motion,  not  merely  of  a  single  globe 
:o  comprehend  the  leading  ideas  of  extend-  like  the  earth,  but  of  all  the  ten  thousand  times 
ice,  magnitude,  and  motion,  which  have  ten  thousand  spacious  globes  that  exist  within 
tated  above,  provided  the  descriptions  be  the  boundaries  of  creation.  This  view  conveys 
mtly  simple,  clear,  and  well-defined;  and  an  idea  of  power  still  more  august  and  over* 
they  be  at  a  loss  to  comprehend  the  prin-  whelming  than  any  of  the  views  already  stated, 
on  which  the  conclusions  rest,  or  the  mode  and  we  dare  not  presume  to  assert,  that  such  a 
ich  the  magnificenco  of  the  work*  cf  God  degree  of  physical  force  is  bej^ond  the  limits  of 
;en  ascertained,  an  occastuBal  reference  infinite  perfection  ;  but  on  the  supposition  it 
h  topics  would  excite  them  to  inquiry  and  existed,  it  would  confound  all  our  ideas  of  the 
igation,  and  to  the  exercise  of  their  powers  wisdom  and  intelligence  of  the  Divine  mind,  and 
ovation  and  reasoning  on  such  subjects —  would  appear  altogether  inconsistent  with  the 
are  too  frequently  directed  to  fiur  less  impor-  character  which  the  scripture  gives  us  of  the 
ijects.  The  following  illustration,  however.  Deity  as  *<the  only  wise  God."  For,  it  wouU 
clear  of  every  objection  of  this  kind,  and  exhibit  a  stupendous  system  of  means  ahogether 
\  to  the  comprehension  of  every  man  ot'  disproportioned  to  the  end  intended — namely,  to 
>n  sense  :  Either  the  earth  moves  round  produce  the  alternate  succession  of  day  and  night 
s  once  in  twenty-four  hours — or,  the  sun,  to  the  inhabitants  of  our  globe,  which  is  more 
planets,  comets,  stars,  and  the  whole  frame  beautifully  and  harmoniously  effected  by  a  simple 
universe  move  around  the  earth,  in  tlie  rotation  on  its  axis,  as  is  the  case  with  the  other 
time.  There  is  no  alternative,  or  third  globes  which  compose  the  planetary  system, 
n,  that  can  be  formed  on  this  point.  If  Such  considerations,  however,  show  us,  that,  on 
rth  rercAve  on  its  axis  every  24  hours,  to  whatever  hypothesis,  whether  on  the  vulgar  ur 
;e  the  alternate  succession  of  day  and  night,  the  scientific,  or  in  whatever  other  point  of  view, 
rt ions  of  its  sur^ce  about  the  equator  must  the  fitime  of  nature  may  be  contemplated,  the 
at  arate  ofmore  than  a  thousarid  miles  an  mind  is  irresistibly  impressed  with  ideas  of 
rince  the  earth  is  more  than  twenty>four  power,  grandeur,  and  magnificence.' And,  there- 
^nd  miles  in  circumference.  This  view  fore,  when  an  inquirins;  mind  is  directed  to  con- 
fact,  when  attentively  considered,  fur-  template  the  works  of  God,  on  any  hypothesis  it 
a  most  sublime  an'i  astonishing  idea,  may  choose,  it  has  a  tendency  to  rouse  reflee- 
i  globe  of  so  vast  dimensions,  with  all  its  tion,  and  to  stimulate  the  exercise  of  the  moral 
r  mountains,  continents,  and  oceans,  com-  and  intellectual  facukies,  on  objects  which  are 
»  within  its  circumference  a  mass  of  two  worthy  of  the  dignity  of  immortal  minds, 
•d  and  sixty-four  thousand  million  of  cubi- 
les,  should  whirl  around  with  so  amazing  •  See  Appendix,  No.  L 
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We  ciiT  no-BT  be,  i*i  soins  measure,  pr^rpared  to  roost  inind«  conrers  no  tJca  at  all,  ci^m  il 

lo  decide.  «v!ie'her  i'.'.usirdtioiiK  of  ihe  nDiiiipo-  lie  e«lSoc:atl^l  wi'li  aiirJe  cf>^'*'.':u.'H»  of  ovKiai, 

teoce  of  the  Dt'itv,  drrivcJ  from  the  rystim  of  roacniiude.  an<i  (ri:eii''i>jn  :  aikJ  il  u  coAratflf 

the  materia!  wor!f{,  or  th  x)«  rafiiie  anJ  nu'taphv-  applied  to  .TubjfrM  to  which  tt  wa^  nrrer ii 

Hical  di«iui«uii>^i.'«  which  are  generally  eiven  in  lo  «:-p!y,  »ucii  cs  "■  infiiiiie   f«klt^fulll<yl,  b 

lheolo;;ic.il  Hystem?,  be  miyit  calculaud  lo  im-  justice,  infiniie  truilv'  &c.  an  applicatka«f  Ai 

{H-eM  the  mind,  and  to  in«pire  it  wi:h  rrrrreoca  term  which  is  n^vcr  t^anciioiMd  by  &criplare,«i 

and  adnratiim.      The  frill'jwinz  \*  a  desr rifxiun,  which  ha:<  a  leiiden<-y  to  iiMroducA  ooofunaa  iM 

given  of  this  attribute  of  God,  by  a  welMiuowD  ourcc»Cf  •):i>in3  of  the  per^-c-inos  nf  God.  Gnfr 

ffyatemalie  writer,  who  has  generally  betn  const-  in£  that  tlu'  s*a:em«-niif  aiid  reasoamgs  in mc^  m 

dered  as  a  judicious  and  orthodox  divine : —  extract  a^  the    above  were   iMiquestiocaMe.  fil 

*'  God  is  almighty,  Rev.  i.   18.  chap.  iv.  8.  wl.at  iniprr-^^iun  can  they  make  upon  the  aiad! 

This  will  evidently  apftear,  in  that,  if  he  be  iufi>  Would  an  i^iniraiU  peraoo  feel  his  aiBCeyti<i  rf 

nite  in  alJ  his  other  prrfections,  he  must  be  so  in  tJie  Divini'.y  much  rnlarjecd,  or  his  moral  po«c!i 

power :  tluis,  if  ht?  b«  <>fnni«cien^,  he  knows  what  aroused,  by  such  va||riie  and  •emsra]   ilatesMSttT 

is  possible  or  expedient  to  be  done  ;  and  if  he  be  And,  if  not,  it  appears  somvwhat  unacoouo'ahii^ 

an  infinite  sovereign,  he  wi'ls  whatever  shaJI  ooroe  that  those  sources  of  illiotratioo,  wbkh   w«ril 

to  pass.    Now  this  knowlvd.'e  wouU  be  insist-  coavsy  the  most  ample  and  Jetiaite  views  nf  (W 

ficant,  and  his  power  ini'ffiau:i«His,  were  he  noC  "  eternal  powrr*''  and  ginry  of  God,  shouU  Se 

infinite  in  power,  or  almighty.  Again,  this  might  studiously  concealeil  frunk  the  view.    Va««s<i» 

be  ar;^ucd  front  hi<<  justice,  cither  in  rewarding  or  scripiioos  and  general  views  of  any  object  m& 

punishing  :  for  if  he  were  not  infinite  in  power,  never  be  etfectual  in  awakening  the  a:ienii«ai 

he  could  do  neither  tif  these,  at  least  so  far  as  to  and  arresting   the  faculties  of  the   miud.    'll» 

render  him  tlic   object  of  tliat  desire  or  fear,  heart  will  always  remain  unimpresKed,  and  ibt 

which  is  a:;recable  to  th«*  nature  of  these  perfec-  undc»9tanding   will  nevfr  be  li«omiignlv  excitrd 

iiom  ;  neither  could  infinite  faithfulness  accom-  in  its  exercise,  unless  tlie  intellect  have  presncsd 

plish  all  the  promises  wbicli  he  hath  made,  so  as  befnre   it  a  well-defined  and  intereating  olfttf, 

to  excite  that  trust  and  dependence  whidi  is  a  and  be  enabled  toaurvey  it  in  its  miiiiii  MpM^T 

part  of  relipooB  worship  ;  nor  could  he  aay  with-  and  this  object  must  alwa>-s  have  a  r«!latii«  it 

out  limitation,  as  he  does,  /  have  tpoken  it,  I  the  material  world,  whether  it  be  viewed  in  cw- 

wUl  aho  briH^  ii  to  pan ;  J  havt  purpoaed  it,  J  nexioo  with  religion,  qr  with  any  olher  suLjccu 
viliabo  doit;  Isa.  xlvi.  11.     But  since  power 

is  visible  in,  and  demonstrated  by  its  effect,  and  .^ 

infinite  povi-er  by  those  effects  which  cannot  be 

produced  by  a  creature,  we  may  observe  the  Thus  I  have  endeamured,  in  th«  precvdisf 
almighty  power  of  God  in  all  his  wnrk«,  h^ith  of  sketches,  to  present  a  few  detached  illusiraiii«i 
nature  and  prace  :  thus  hisi  eternal  power  is  im-  of  the  omnipotence  and  grandeur  of  the  Deity, 
derstoo<i,  U9  the  afKvtiH  sny.o,  By  the  tkinga  that  as  displayed  in  the  vast  magnitude  of  the  niateriai 
are  made,  Rom.  i.20,  not  that  there  was  an  eter-  universe — the  stupendous  velocities  of  l}ieceles> 
nal  production  of  thin^.jiut  tlie  exerting  this  tial  bodies — and  in  the  immeasurable  re•:i<J^s^f 
power  in  time  proves  it  to  he  inlinite  and  truly  space  which  surround  them,  and  in  which  tlitir 
divme  ;  ^tr  no  creature  can  produce  the  siMallest  motions  are  {lerfomted.  Such  a  nuignificent  9pec> 
particle  of  matter  out  of  noihinji,  much  less  fur-  tacle  as  the  fikbric  of  the  universe  presen!»~» 
uish  the  vari^jiis  species  of  creatures  wiih  those  majestic,  God-!ike,and  overwhelming,  to  beioft 
endowments  in  which  they  excel  one  arnrther,  who  dwell  *' in  tabernacles  of  clay" — wassun^y 
and  set  forth  their  Creator's  glnry.  And  the  never  intended  to  be  overlooked,  or  tobe^and 
glory  of  his  ikjwit  is  no  less  visible  in  the  works  at  with  indifference,  b^  creatures  endowed  with 
of  pruviden<.'e,  whereby  he  ujtholds  all  thin<;s,  reason  and  intelligence,  and  destined  lo  an  in- 
disposes of  them  according  to  his  pleasure,  and  mortal  existence.  In  forming  a  universe  0(n»> 
bringj  about  events  which  only  he  who  has  an  posed  of  so  many  immense  systems  and  werida, 
almighty  arm  can  effect." — Ridf^ley^t  Body  of  and  replenished  with  such  a  variety  of  •emitivfl 
Divinity,  p.  39.  and  intelligent  existences,  the  Creator  doobdc* 

This  is  the  whole  that  Dr.  Ridgley  judges  it  intended  that  it  should  make  a  sublime  and  r** 

necesrary  to  state,  in  illustration  of  the  attribute  verential  impression  on  the  minds  of  aH  the  iiteP 

of  Omnipotence,  except  what  he  says  in  relation  lectual  beings  to  whom  it  might  be  displayed,  atd 

to  its  operation  *'  in  the  work  of  grace,"  in  "  the  that  it  should  convey  some  paipaMe  idea  of  die 

propagation  and  successor  the   Go8i>el,"  &c.  infinite  glories  of  his  nature,  in  so  far  as  matsriil 

subjects,  to  whirh  the  idea  of  power,  or  physical  objects  ran  be  supposed  to  adumbrate  the  perfa^ 

energy,  does  not  properly  apply.  Such,  however,  tions  of  a  spiritual  and  uncreated  Eswnce.  Dwd* 

are  the  meaver  and  abstract  disquisitions  gene-  ing  in  '*  light  inaccessible*'  to  mortals,  aiidfcr 

rally  given  by  most  systematic  writers.    There  ever  veUed  from  the  highest  created  beiag,  bf 

is  a  continual  play  on  the  term  "  infinite,"  which  the  pare  spirituality  and  imnMnritj  of  hii  i 
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tm  it  no  conceivable  raode  by  which  the  in-  created  it  not  in  vain,  he  fjnned  it  to  be  ifihabit- 

ito  ^andeur  of  Deity  could  be  exhibited  to  ed  ;  I  am  the  Lord,  and  there  is  none  «lse." — "[. 

ite  intelligences,  but  through  Uie  medium  of  have  made  rhe  earth  and  created  man  upon  it,  uiv 

Me  magnificent  operations  which  are  inces-  hiutd<  have  utrctched  out  the  heavens,  and  all 

BlJy  going  forward  throughout  the   boundless  their  host  have  I  commanded." — '  Hearken  unto 

{ions  of  space.     Concealed  from  the  gaze  of  me,  O  I.«raui  :  [  am  the  first,  I  also  am  the  last. 

the  "  principalities  and  powers"  in  heaven,  Mine  hand  also  hath  laid  the  foundation  of  the 

the  unfathomable  depths  of  his  Essence,  he  dis-  earth,    ajid    my  right   hand   hath   spanned  the 

I3rs  his  presence  in  the  univer-ie  he  has  created,  heavens:  wheal  call  unto  them,  they  stand  up 

d  the  glory  of-his  power,  by  launching  magnn  tr>i;e;lier." — "  Who  hath  meai^ured  the  waters  in 

eot  worlds   into  exigence,  by  adiKoini^  them  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  and  meied  out  hs^avun  with 

th  diversified  splendour8,by  peopling  them  wiih  the  span,  and  weighed  the  mouDtaiiis  in  scales  ? 

rious  ranks  of  intelligent  existence,  and  by  im-  He  who  siiteth  upon  the  circle  of  the  earth,  and 

Qing  then  in  their  movemenU  through  the  illi-  tlte  inhabitants  thereof  are  as  grasshoppers ;  that 

table  trmcts  of  creation.  stretched  out  the  heavens  as  a  curiain,  that  faint* 

ft  will  readily  be  admitted  by  every  enligh'en-  eth  not,  neither  is  weary." — "  The  Lord  made 

Christian,  that  it  must  be  a  highly  desirable  tiie  heavens,  the  heaven  of  heavens,  wiih  all  their 
aiomeat,  to  acquire  the  most  glorious  idea  of  hojta ;  honour  and  majesty  are  belnre  him,  and  his 
I  Divine  Being  which  the  limited  capacity  of  kingdom  ruleth  overall"*  Such  sublime deacrip- 
r  minds  is  capal)le  of  receiving.  This  is  one  of  t  ions  of  Jehovah,  and  references  to  his  material 
>  grand  difficuhics  in  religion.  The  idea  of  a  works,  are  reiterated  in  every  portion  of  the  sa- 
ting purely  immaterial,  yet  pervading  in-  cred  volume ;  and  the  import  and  sublimity  of  such 
ite  space,  and  possessed  of  nosensible  qualities,  expressions  cannot  be  fully  appreciated,  unless 
iCiunds  and  bewilders  the  human  intellect,  so  we  take  into  view  all  the  magnificent  objects 
tt  its  conceptions,  on  the  one  hand,  are  apt  to  which  science  has  unveiled  io  the  distant  re- 
•ge  towards  extravagancy,  while,  on  the  other,  gions  of  creation. 

y  are  apt  to  degenerate  into  something  ap-  This  subject  is  calculated  not  merely  to  over^ 

Mching  to  inanity.     Mere  abstract  ideas  and  power  the  intellect  with  ideas  of  sublimity  and 

«oaiogs  respecting  infinity,  eternity,  and  abso-  grandeur,  but  also  to  produce  a  deep  moral  iin- 

e  perfection,  however  sublime  we  may  con-  pression  upon  the  heart ;  and  a  Christian  philo- 

T9  them  to  be,  completely  fail  in  arresting  the  sopher  would  be  deficient  in  his  duty,  were  he  to 

leratanding,  and  affecting  the  heart;  our  &«-  overlook   this  tendency  of  the  objects  of  his 

ilions  become  vague,  empty,  and  confused,  for  contemplat ion. 

ntof  a  material  vehicle  to  give  them  order,  sta-  One  important  moral  effect  which  this  subject 

It  J,  and  expan:iion.  Something  ofthe  nature  of  has  a  natural  tendency  to  produce,  is,  profound 

(t  extension,  of  splendid  and  variegated  objects,  iiumilitt.     What  an  innignificant  being  does 

I  of  mighty  movements,  is  absolutely  necessary,  nuui  appear,  when  he  compares  himself  with  the 

Ntier  to  convey  to  spiriti  dwelling  in  bodies  of  magnificence  of  creation,  and  with  the  myriads 

f,  a  definite  conception  ofthe  invisible  glories  of  exalted  intelligences  with  which  it  is  peopled! 

the  Eternal  Mind  ;  and,  therefore,  in  the  im-  Wha  are  all  the  honours  and  splendours  of  this 

iwe  variety  of  material  existence  with  which  earthly  ball,  of  which  mortals  are  so  proud,  when 

universe  is  adorned,  we  find  evory  requisite  placed  in  competition  with  the  resplendent  glo- 

isfance  of  this  kind  to  direct  and  expand  our  ries  ofthe  skies  ?  Such  a  display  as  the  Almighty 

wsofthe  great  object  of nur  adoration.   When  has  given  of  himself,  in  the  magnitude  and  va- 

tnina  is  perplexed  and  overwhekned  with  its  riety  of  his  works,  was  evidenUy  intended  "  to 

iceptions,  when  it  labours,  as  it  were,  to  form  stain  the  pride'^  of  al!  human  grandeur,  that  "no 

ae  well-defined  conceptions  of  an  Infinite  Be-  fie^h  should  glory  in  his  presence.*'  Yet,  there  is 

.  it  here  findi  some  tangible  objects  on  which  no  disposition  that  appears  so  prominent  among 

fiXt  aome  mnsible  nU>$trat%m  for  its  thoughts  puny  mortals,  as  pride,  ambiiion,  and  vainglory 

vat  upon  for  a  little,  while  it  attempts  to  pene-  — the  very  opposite  of  humility,  and  of  all  those 

:««  in  its  excursions,  into  those  distant  regions  tempers   which  become  ilioee  "  who  dwell  iq 

icfa  eye  hath  not  seen,  and  to  connect  the  whole  tabernacles  of  clay,  and  whose  foundation  is  in 

ita  mental  survey  with  the  energies  of  the  tlie  dust."    Even  without  taking  into  account 

Ctng,  Eternal,  Immortal,  and  Invisible.  the  state  of  man  as  a  depraved  intelligence, 

To  such  a  train  of  thought  we  are  uniformly  what  is  there  in  bis  situation  that  shouM  inspire 

WMd  in  the  sacred  oracles,  where  Jehovah  is  him  with   "  lofty  looks,^'  and  induce  him  to  look 

rasented  as  describing  himself  by  the  ^tcl*  down  on  his  fellow-men  with  supercilious  con- 

\fA  his  power  and  wisdom  have  produced.  .  tempt?    He  derived  his  origin  from  the  dust, 

mtwA  shall  be  saved  in  the  Lord  with  an  ever-  he  is  allied  with  the  beasts  that  perbh,  and  he  is 

tiog  salvation.  For  thus  saith  Jehovah  that  fast  hastening  to  the  grave,  where  his  carcass 
Blad  the  heavens ;  God  himself  that  formed 

flvdi  tad  made  it;  he  hath  established  it,  be  •  Isa.  zlv.  !•»  is.  zlvUi,  umt.  zL  ii^  ti^  *o. 
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will  become  the  fjoJ  for  n-iisomo  reptiles.  He 
is  every  nioTncnide[>cnJenl  on  a  Superior  Bcliij( 
for  e\'ei y  piilsv  that  beats,  and  every  breath  bo 
draws,  and  for  all  that  he  possesses  ;  he  is  de- 
pendent even  on  the  meanest  of  hU  sp(n:ie«  for 
his  accommodatioos  and  comforts.  He  holds 
every  enjoymrnt  on  the  most  precarious  tenute, 
—his  ftieiuls  nrnr  bo  snatched  in  a  moment  from 
his  embrace ;  his  riches  mny  take  to  thi-nisc  Ires 
win^s  and  fly  away  ;  and  his  health  and  heau'y 
may  bo  blasted  in  an  hour,  by  a  brcaih  of  wind. 
Hunger  and  thirst,  cold  and  heat,  poverty  and 
disgiacr,  sorrow  and  disappointment,  pain  and 
disease,  mingle  thennelvcs  with  all  his  iiursuks 
and  enjoyments.  His  knowlpd;re  is  circum- 
scribed  within  the  narrowest  limits,  his  errors 
and  follies  arc  glaring  and  innumerable ;  and  he 
stands  as  an  almost  undi«tinguishable  atom, 
amidst  the  immensity  of  God*s  works.  Still, 
with  all  these  powerful  inducements  to  the  ex- 
ercise of  humUity,  man  dares  to  bo  proud  and 
arrogant. 


•"  Man,  proud  Man, 


Drerae^l  in  a  little  brie(  authority, 

Pisys  such  fantastic  tricks  before  high  Heaven, 

As  make  the  angels  weep.*' 

How  afTccting  to  contemplate  the  warrior,  flush- 
•d  with  diabolical  pride,  pursuing  his  conquests 
through  heaps  of  slaiu,  in  order  to  obtain  pos- 
session of  "  a  poor  pitiable  speck  of  perishing 
earth  ^'^  exclaimiDg  in  his  rage,  "  I  will  pur- 
sue, I  will  overtake,  I  will  divide  the  spoil,  my 
hist  shall  be  satisfied  upon  them,  I  will  draw 
my  sword,  my  hand  shall  destroy  them"— to  bc*- 
hold  the  man  of  rank  glorying  in  his  wealth,  and 
his  empty  titles,  and  lotJcing  around  upon  the 
inferior  orders  of  his  fellow-mortals  as  the  worms 
eftho  dust— to  bnhold  the  man  of  ambition  push- 
ing his  way  through  bribery,  and  treachery,  and 
slaughter,  to  gain  possession  of  a  throne,  that  he 
may  look  down  with  proud  pre-eminence  upon 
his  fellows— to  behold  the  haughty  airs  of  the 
noble  dame,  inflated  with  tho  idea  of  her  beauty, 
and  her  high  birth,  as  she  struts  along,  surveying 
the  ignoble  crowd  as  ifthuy  were  the  dust  be* 
neatb  her  feot— to  behold  the  smatterer  in  learn- 
ing, puffed  up  with  a  vain  conceit  of  his  super- 
ficial acquirements,  when  he  has  scarcely  enfered 
the  porch  of  knowledge — in  fine,  to  behold  all 
ranks,  finom  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  big  wi:h  an 
idea  of  their  own  importance,  and  fired  with  pride 
•nd  revenge  at  the  least  provocation,  whether 
imaginary  or  real !  How  inconsistent  the  mani- 
festations of  such  tempers,  with  the  many  humi- 
liating circumstances  of  our  present  ccMidition, 
Rnd  with  the  low  rank  which  we  hold  in  the  scale 
cf  U  n  ivorsal  Being  ? 

It  is  not  improbable,  that  there  are  in  the 
•Diverse  intelligences  of  a  superior  order,  in 
whose  breasts  pride  never  found  •  place— to 
wImmii  this  globe  of  ours,  and  all  its  inhabitants, 
•ppeir  as  iBooonilenUe  M  ft  drof  oCwtmr  fitted 


witli  micros,'»jnc  ani;ii'»Ic..'.i?,  dtrcs  tn(''.e  ^r»d 
lords  of  this  t-ar'Siy .rti:i'<a.     There  »  at  leal 
one  Being  to  uhmn  this  «*>niiinent  is  a|ipli<aM(i, 
in  its  utmost  extent  >— **  Hrfure  If  i3f  kH  aanow 
ant  a!<  a  droji  t.f  s  biiclcei.  arMl  the    iahaUus* 
f'f  the  earth  as  »rn7xhr>t>f>rf-9 ;  yra.  ihvy  are  ai 
iio:hin;:;,  and  are  roi'ntotl    to   h.ni  less  'hta  bi>> 
t]i:n;;.  ivndv.iniiy.*  Could  we  u inf  Mir iray , viiib 
the  swifrnesii  of  a  ^raph.  from  run  to  sjn.sstf 
from  worKi  to  w«ii!d,  ii!l  »«>  liml  yurreyej  kll  ;bi 
systems  visible  to  thenakt^l  «yf,  whitih  arvMir 
as  a  mere  spivk  in  the  map  of  the  universe— 
coiiid  wo,  at   the   aame   time,  conteraplsfr  ite 
glorintis  landscapes  and  scfnesi  iif  frand^for  ihtj 
exhU>if— <-ould  we  also  mingle  wt'hthe  piirew^ 
exslied  inielligencvfl  which  [>e«>ple  thore  re«pks* 
dent  abodes,  and  beftold  thrir  htinitile  and  aide* 
adoralione  of  their  Aln.i'^hty  Maker,  their  y* 
nign    aiKl    condescending  deportment  tovudi 
one  another ;  "  each  «<tf  fteicing  anorher  betrtr 
.  than  himself,'*  aui  all  united  in  the  boods of  te 
purest  aflfecrion.  without  one  haRightyordiiaead* 
ant  feeling— what  indignation  and  astonirkaest 
would  seize  u^,  on  onr  return  ta  this  obscaie 
comer  of  creation,  to  beliold  brings  rnvrtupcd  ■ 
tlw  mist  of  ignorance,  immersed  in  depraviry  aad 
wickedness,  liable  to  a  thouxand  ftccidents,  nf 
posed  to  the  ravafsa  of  the  earthquake,  thewt 
eano  and  the  siorn ;  yet  proud  as  Locifcr,  asrf 
gIor}'ing  hi  their  shame  !  We  Rhmdd  be  apt  » 
view  tliem,  as  we  now  do  liioee  brdhunites,  «W 
fancy  themselves  to  he  kin^s,  stHToimded  by  ibdr 
nobles,  while  they  are  chained  to  rbe  wa^lsi^a 
noisome  dungeon.    "  Sure  pride  was  never  watt 
for  man."    How  abhorrent,  then,  must  it  appear 
in  the  eyes  of  superior  beings,  who  have  taJkft 
an  expansive  ranpe  through  the  field  of  rr*ari<af 
How  abhorrent  it  is  in  the  si;;htof  the  A!mi^tr, 
and  how  amiable  is  l)ie  oppr/st'e  viniie,  we  iVam 
from  his  word : — "  Kvery  one  that  is  pnmd  ii 
heart  is  an  abomination  to  the  Lord.**— ■*  Gs4 
resisteth  the  proud,  but  giverh  grace  to  the  ham- 
bic."— "  Thus  raith  the  Hiyh  and  Lufiy  Oae. 
who  inhabiteth  eternity,  I  dwell  in  the  bieb  aai 
holy  place  ;  with  him  also  that  is  of  an  haBib« 
and  contrite  spirit;  to  rvvive  the  spirit  of 'ke 
humble,  and  the  heart  of  the  contrite  ones."* 
While,  therefore,  we  coniemf»!ate  the  oroni{io> 
tence  of  God,  in  the  immensity  of  creatios,  kl 
us  learn  to  cultivate  humility  and  self  ahaw 
reent.    This  was  one  of  tho  lessons  wiiiek  Af 
pious  Psalmist  deduced  from  bis  sorvey  of  d» 
nocturnal  heavens.    When  he  behekl  the  bmob 
walking  in  the  brightness,  and  the  mmi  mantis 
host  of  stars,  overpowered  with  a  seiwr  of  hi> 
own  insignifkrance,  and  the  greataass  of  diviv 
condescension,  he  exclaimed,    *'  O  Lord !  iiM 
is  man,  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him,  or  the  M 
of  man,  that  thou  sliouldest  visit  him!"* 

Again,  this  subject  is  also  caknihited  la  inspka 
us  with  KBTXBSVOB  and  vsirxBATiovaf  Osi 
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ition  of  all  religioiu  worship  and  obe-  degree  of  intell«ctual  ener^  :  \iatt  he  has  been 
tut,  in  order  to  venerate  God  arighi,  we  dyin^  wiihoui  inivnuitf  <inii,  tr^m  oi»e  province  ut 
m  him  ;  anJ,  in  order  to  acquire  the  creaiion  to  anvXher,  fjr  six  thuu:»and  years,  and 
rled^e  of  him,  we  mu^t  contemplate  him  will  continue  lli«!  same  rapid  C(>iin«  tor  a  tliou«and 
liie  uiedium  of  ihone  works  and  dupen-  milliiMis  of  yeari  to  c-jmo  ;  it  is  hi^iily  |iru!>alHe, 
ly  which  he  displays  the  glories  of  his  if  not  ab«uiutuly  certain,  thai,  at  liie  end  of  Uiis 
I  the  inhabitants  of  our  wqrid.  I  have  vast  tour,  he  would  liave  advanced  no  further  tltfUi 
ihibited  a  few  specimens  of  the  slupeu-  "  the  suburbs  of  creuiiou"— «nd  iliat  all  i  he  nu^- 
ations  of  his  power,  in  that  portion  of  nificcnt  systein;s  of  iiiateriai  aiii  in  ulleitual  bc« 
on  of  the  universe  which  lies  open  to  our  ings  he  had  8ur\'vyei,  duriim  hi^  rapid  ilight, 
1 ;  and  there  is  surely  no  mind  in  which  and  for  such  a  length  of  aj^es,  bear  nu  mure  pro- 
spark  of  piety  eiists,  but  must  feel  portion  to  the  whole  Empire  «#f  Onmipotence, 
notions  of  reverence  and  awe,  at  the  than  the  smallest  grain  of  sand  docs  to  all  the 
if  that  Almighty  and  Incomprehensible  particles  of  mailer  of  the  same  size  coniuined  in 
ho  impels  the  huge  masses  of  the  pla-  ten  thousand  worlds.  Nor  need  wc  entertain 
ibes  with  so  amazing  a  rapidity  through  the  least  (ear,  tliat  the  idea  of  tlie  extent  of  the 
and  who  has  diversified  the  Toida  of  Creators  power,  conveyed  by  such  a  represents* 
h  so  vast  an  assemblage  c(  magnificent  tion,  exceeds  the  bounds  of  reality.  On  ttie  other 
Even  those  manifestations  of  Deity  hand,  it  muct  fall  almost  infinitely  short  %of  it. 
9  confined  to  the  globe  we  inhabit,  when  For,  as  the  poet  has  justly  observ«^-— 
y  considered,  are  calculated  to  rouse  „  _  .  .  ,  .  . «  ,  j  ... 
\mthinking  mind,  to  astonishment  and  ^"  ""  «^^^  ^^'**''^  «'*«'  God  can  eto .'» 
e  lofiy  mountains,  and  expansive  plains,  Were  a  seraph,  in  prosecuting  the  tour  of 
af  water  in  the  mighty  ocean,  the  than-  creation  in  the  manner  now  stated,  ever  to  arriTe 
ig  akmg  the  sky,  the  lightnipgs  flashing  at  a  limit  beyond  which  no  farther  diffpla3rs  of  the 
d  to  doud,  the  faAirricane  and  the  tern-  Divinity  could  bo  perceived,  the  thought  woaki 
volcano  romiting  rivers  of  fire,  and  the  overwhelm  his  faculties  with  unutterable  anguish 
u>  shaking  kingdoms,  and  levelling  cities  and  horror:  he  wouki  feel,  that  he  had  now,  in 
ground---aIl  proclaim  the  Majeety  of  some  measure,  comprehended  all  the  plans  and 
whom  the  elements  of  nature  are  ar-  operations  of  Omnipotence,  and  (bat  no  &rther 
id  directed,  and  seem  to  address  the  sons  roanifestaiioo  of  the  Divine  glory  remained  to  be 
in  language  like  this:  **  The  Lord  explored.  But  we  miy  rest  assured,  that  this 
he  is  clothed  with  majesty ;  at  his  wrath  can  never  happen  in  the  cose  of  any  created  io- 
irembles  ;  a  fire  goeth  before  him,  and  telligence.  We  have  every  reason  to  believe, 
ip  his  enemies."—"  Let  all  the  earth  both  (rota  the  nature  of  an  fpfinite  Being,  and 
<ord,  let  all  tho  inhabitants  of  the  work!  from  the  va.Ht  extent  of  creation  already  explored, 
iwe  of  him.**  that  the  immens*^  mass  of  material  existence,  and 
is  one  reason,  among  others,  why  the  the  endless  variety  of  sensitive  and  intellectual 
lankind  feel  so  little  veneration  of  God,  beings  with  which  the  universe  is  replenished,  are 
\*.  that  they  seldom  contemplate,  with  intended  by  Jehovah  to  present  to  his  rational  ofl^ 
mtioo,  "  the  operations  of  his  hands.**  spring  a  shadowt  an  einMcm,*or  a  repretentatUmf 
«b  to  cherish  this  sublime  sentiment  in  (in  sofitr  as  finite  exten^led  existence  can  be  a 
is,  we  must  familiarize  our  minds  to  representation,)  of  the  InJinUe  Perfeetiom  cX  hia 
excursions  over  all  those  scenes  of  natgre,  which  would  otherwise  have  remained  for 
and  Providence,  which  the  volume  of  ever  impalpable  to  all  sulwrdinate  intelligence, 
nd  the  volume  of  inspiration  unfold  to  In  this  manner,then,  might  we  occasionally  exer- 
/e  must  endeavour  to  assist  oinr  concep-  cise  our  minds  on  the  grand  and  diversified  objede 
e  grandeur  of  the^e  objecti^by  every  dis-  which  the  universe  exhibits  ;  and  in  proportion  as 
liidi  has  been  or  may  yet  be  made,  and  we  enlarge  the  sphere  of  our  oonten^ilations,  ia  a 
nnode  6[  illustration  by  which  a  sublime  similar  proportion  will  our  views  of  God  himaetf 
reheasive  idea  of  the  particular  object  of  be  extended,  and  a  correaponding sentiment  of  ve- 
alion  may  be  obtained.  If  we  would  neration  impressed  upon  tho  mind.  For  the  soul 
oquire  some  definite,  though  imperfect,  of  man  cannot  venerate  a  mere  abstract  being,  that 
a  of  the  physical  extent  of  the  universe,  was  never  manifested  tlirough  a  sensible  mediooi, 
I  might  be  assisted  by  such  illustrations  however  many  bOy  terms  may  be  used  to  deacribe 
lowing  ^— Light  flies  from  the  stm  with  his  perfections.  It  renerates  Uiat  Ineffable  Being, 
ty  of  nearly  two  himdred  thousand  who  conceals  hiimelf  behind  the  scenee  of  Crea- 
a  ■Ktment  of  time,  or,  about  1 ,400,000  tion, through  the  medium  of  the  visible  displays  he 
ifier  than  the  motion  of  a  cannon  ball :  exhU>iti  of  his  Power,  Wisdom,  and  Beneficence, 
that  one  of  the  highest  order  of  intelli-  in  the  Economy  of  Nature,  and  in  the  Reoorda 
■minsred  with  a  power  of  rapid  motion  of  Retelatioii.  Belbre  the  onivene  waa  foraaed, 
tolltof  ligfatiandwIthaootriepoBding  Jehovih  wiafd  tlone,  powiwed  of  tfety  ttri* 
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bule  which  he  now  displayi.  Bat,  had  only  one 
■diury  iiiieliigence  been  created,  and  placed  in 
the  iiiAjiite  vuiJ,  without  a  material  lubatratuoi 
beneHih  and  aronmi  him,  he  could  never  have 
be«*ii  animated  with  a  sentiment  of  pmfound  ve- 
neration ('tr  liiii  Creator  ;  becauiin  no  objects  ex- 
istt^J  to  excite  it,  or  to  show  that  his  Invisible 
Maker  was*  investcJ  wiiii  tho«e  atiribuiojt  which 
he  is  now  known  to  {lo^sesji.  Arc<ir(iiu^ly,wc  tiinl, 
in  the  sucrtKl  writin^M,  that,  when  a  Kent  intent  of 
reverenrv  it  deniaiided  i'mm  the  sons  of  men, 
thane  weuitible  objects  which  are  cakulated  to 
excite  the  emotion,  are  uniformly  exhibited. 
'*  Fear  ye  not  me  7  saith  the  Lord.  Will  ye  not 
tremble  at  my  (>n»ence  ?  who  have  placed  the 
Band  for  the  bound  of  the  sea,  by  a  perpetual  de- 
cree, that  it  cannot  para  it ;  and  though  the  waves 
thereof  toM  themselves,  yet  they  cannot  prevail ; 
thoujjh  they  roar,  yet  can  they  not  pasa  over  it/' 
*'  Who  would  not  fuar  thee,  O  King  of  nations  ? 
Thou  art  tlie  true  God,  and  an  everlasting 
Kinf(.  Thou  hast  made  the  earth  by  thy  power, 
thou  hast  established  tlie  world  by  thy  wisdom, 
thou  hast  stretched  out  the  heavens  by  thy  discre- 
tion. When  thou  utterest  thy  voice,  there  is  a 
Doise  of  waters  in  the  boavcns,  thou  causeat  the 
vapours  to  ascend  from  the  ends  of  the  eartli,  Ihou 
makest  lightnings  with  rain,  and  bringeal  forth 
the  winds  out  of  thv  treasures."'*' 

But,  however  enlarged  and  venerable  concep- 
tions of  God  we  may  derive  from  the  manifesta^* 
tionn  of  his  power,  they  must  fall  infinitely  short 
of  what  is  due  to  a  being  of  boundless  perfection. 
For  there  mav  be  attributes  in  the  Divine  Es- 
Bcnce,  of  which  we  cannot  possibly  form  the 
least  conception— attributes  which  cannot  be 
sluuJowed  forth  or  represented  by  any  portion  of  the 
material  or  intellectual  work!  yet  discovered  by  us, 
or  by  all  the  mighty  arhicvcrovnts  by  which  hu- 
man redemption  was  cifecteii — attributes  which 
have  not  been  yet  displayed,  in  their  effects,  to 
the  hi^fhest  orders  of  intelli!?cni  existence.  And, 
therefore,  as  that  exccll«*iii  philosopher  and  di- 
vine, the  honourable  Mr.  Boyle,  has  well  ob»erv- 
ed— **  Our  ideas  of  Cv>d,  however  so  great,  will 
rather  expressi  the  ^reaine.'u*  of  our  veneration, 
then  the  Immensity  of  his  p4'rft;ctioiis  ;  and  the 
notions  worthv  of  the  most  iiitelli;>ent  men  are 
far  sluirt  of  being  worthy  the  irirnniprehensibie 
Gwi— the  brighteiit  idi>a  we  ran  frame  «if  God  be- 
int  infinitely  inferior,  and  no  niorv.  than  a  Parht' 
liun^  ill  rvspi'Ct  of  the  sun  :  for  tl)ou::h  that  nie'eor 
i*  splendid,  and  reKeinUIes  the  mu\.  vet  it  rfiiidcs 
in  a  rlttml,  arnl  is  not  only  inurh  luMicaih  ihe  sun 
ill  distance,  but  inferitir  in  bigness  and  stpletKiour.'' 

•  Jori'in.  X.  7—13. 

♦  A  Pnrhtli(H  or  M'rtcSim,  i%  w  mi'fcor  in  tliO 
fOiiM  of  .1  v»'ry  Inr^St  UcU*.  :»i»or:iiiiijr  on  uni'  «j1i=o  of 
till' Mii\.  ntiil  Si>Micwl.:i»  rc"Miili!llii;  ihf  .i|ip(':ii-;«.H  f 
of  IlMt  liiiiiin.iry.  Tr:i^  ptko.'Hunonon  i<t  Mi|inuKi>d  to 
be  prttilui'itl  by  ihr  rt>fr:u'tion  nml  n*l1eciiun  of  the 
sun's  r;iy*  from  :»  w:\tory  rloiul  S«>mrtiinfr!{  f Ijrec  ur 
four  of  those  |wtrheH:t.%ll  of  ihe ni  tH'arlMjf  ;i  certnin  re- 
aemMance  te  the  real  sua.have  beensteu  at  one  Uase. 


In  short,  were  we  habitually  to  dierisb  tlal 
profound  veneration  of  God  which  his  woilaw 
calculated  to  inspire,  with  what  hismiliiy  «sdU 
we  approach  the  presence  of  this  august  Btm* 
with  what  emotions  of  awe  would  we  pnMi 
our  adoraii<»nii !  and  wi:h  what  reverence  wsrii 
we  talk  of  his  inscrutable  piirposes,  and  iaea» 
pmhunsible  0|ierati<ins !  'We  would  not  tail  ahirt 
him,  as  some  writers  have  di«ie,  with  the  mm 
ea««  and  imiifTerence,  as  a  maihematirian  mvM 
talk  about  the  properties  of  a  triangle,  or  a ph^ 
losopher  about  the  effects  of  a  me^Mnical  cr 
gine ;  nor  would  we  treat,  with  a  spirit  of  kviti, 
any  of  the  solemn  declarations  of  his  word,  or  ii 
mighty  movements  of  his  providence.  We  wDril 
be  ever  ready  to  join  with  ardour  ui  the  stdJiSHii^ 
vol  ions  of  the  inspired  writers,  *<  Grreat  and  M^ 
vellous  are  thy  works.  Lord  God  Almighty, /M 
and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  saints.  WM 
woukJ  not  fear  thee,  O  Lord,  and  f^oofv  tky  siwt 
Let  all  the  earth  fear  the  Lord,  let  all  ihs  iola* 
bitants  of  the  worki  stand  in  awe  of  him." 

Lastly,  the  views  we  have  taken  of  the  o» 
nipotence  and  grandeur  of  the  Deity  are  oakt> 
lated  to  tnipire  vs  with  hope  ami  covn dsmi 
in  the  protpeet  9/  thai  tUmal  niaUaut  wkiA 
liea  befyre  vs.  The  period  of  our  exiaccnce  ii 
this  terrestrial  scene  will  soon  terminate,  iii 
those  bodies  throu^  which  we  now  hc4d  ai 
spondence  with  the  visible  crealioo,  be  era 
into  dust.  The  gradual  decay,  and  the  ulik 
dissolution  of  human  bodies,  preseat  a  socac  tf 
which  reason  stands  aghast ;  and,  on  a  cufsoiy 
survey  of  the  chambers  of  the  dead,  it  is  apt  H 
exclaim,  in  the  language  of  despair.  **  Can  tbcsi 
dry  bones  live  ?"  A  thoiwand  difficulties  crotd 
UfKMi  the  mind, which apptiar  repuenani  totheida 


that  ''  beauty  shall  again  spring  out  of  the 
and  life  out  of  the  dusi.*'  But,  when  we  kid; 
abroad  to  the  displays  of  Divine  power  and  nisi* 
ligence,  in  the  wide  expanao  of  Creaiioa,  st 
perceive  that 


'  Almt^htv  God 


Ha!«  done  murh  more :  nor  is  his  arm  Impaired 
Throiitfh  lonsi h  of  i1ay«.    And  wUnt  he  cm,  be  viS 
His  fuithAiIne^'S  EUn.l«  bound  to  5ee  It  Opne." 

We  perctuve  that  he  has  created  mtenfiii 
such  vast  profuyion,  that  no  man  can  miiubrr 
them.  The  w<ir*d«  e%-ery  mwm-ni  under  his  n^ 
periniendcnce  and  direction,  are  unqiMustinaabi) 
fsr  more  numeroiw  than  all  the  human  beisp 
who  have  hitherto  existeij,  or  will  yet  exiM  til 
the  close  of  lim^.  And,  if  he  han  not  onlv  ss> 
ranKul  the  gt'n»*ral  feattireK  of  each  of  these  woririf^ 
and  established  ihe  physical  lawit,  bv  Hlncb  ili 
economy  is  regulated,  but  has  «!»o  arranged  iks 
divcrsitied  cirainis'ances,  and  directs  the  m»* 
mitcst  movements  of  the  myriads  of  scnFtii^'vsK' 
intellectual  existemes  it  rfmains^weouiri^i  sever 
fiir  a  moment  to  doubt,  that  the  minutest  psrfi* 
dee  of  every  human  body,  however  widely  scf» 
rated  from  each  other,  and  tflrd  widi  •ik' 
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IS  tubttanccs,  are  known  to  him  whote     vent  heat,  and  the  earth,  and  all  the  works  there- 
pervades  all  space ;  and  that  all  the     in  be  dissolved,  yet  we,  according  to  his  promise, 
[uisite  for  the  construction  of  the  Re-     took  (or  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth,  wherein 
1  body  will  be   reassembled  for  this     dwellath  righteousness." 
'  by  the  energy  of  that  mighty  power, 

he  is.  able  to  subdue  all  things  to  him-  . 

'  we  suppose  that  a  number  of  human 

mounting  to  three  hundred   thousand  SECTION  III 

shall  start  from  the  grave  into  new  life, 

oeral  resurrection,  and  that  the  atoms  On  the  1Vi$dom  tmd  InteUigence  of  the  Deitt. 
f  these  bodies  are  just  now  under  the 

uperintendence  of  the  Almighty— and  i,  surveying  the  system  of  nature   with  a 
iast  an  equal  number  of  worlds  are  Christian  and  a  PhUosophic  eye,  it  may  be  con- 
parucular  care  and  direcUon— the  ex-  .jdered  in  different  points  of  v  iew.     It  may  be 
power  and  intelligence,  m  the  former  riomtd  either  as  displaying  the  power  and  maK- 
lot  be  suppowHl  to  be  greater  that  what  nificence  of  the  Deity  in  the  immense  quantity  of 
le  m  the  latter.    To  a  Being  posset*,  materials  of  which  it  is  composed,  and  ia  the  au- 
ute  Power,  conjomed  with  boundless  gu^  machmery  and  movements  by  which  its 
^.  the  superintendence  of  countless  economy  ii  directed  ;-or,  as  manifesting  his 
d  of  countless  worlds,  is  equally  easy,  Wisdom  in  the  nice  adaptation  of  every  s^ute 
'^'^I!!!!?  "  ^'opli**-    For  as  the  circumet«iee  to  the  end  it  ww  intended  to  ac- 
vdl  observed,—  oompliah ,-— or  aa  illustrating  hb  unbounded  bene- 
summons  Into  being,  with  Uke  ease,  fioence  ia  tba  provision  which  is  made  fbt  the 
bole  creation,  and  a  single  grain."  accommodation  and  bappinesa  of  the  numerous 
ice  this  subject  tends  to  strengthen  our  ^^  o^  sentient  aad  intdUgent  beings  it  cun- 
resurrection  from  the  dead,  it  is  also  ^^''^    Having,  in  the  praeading  section,  endea- 
to  inspire  us  with  confidence  in  the  ^'^'^  ^  eihibit  some  of  those  objects  which 
f  those  eternal  scenes  which  will  burst  evince  the  Omaipocenee  of  Deity,  aad  the  pioaa 
iew,  at  the  dissolution  of  all  terrestrial  amotions  they  are  cafcolated  to  excite,  I  shall 
Seyond  the  period  fixed  for  the  con«  ^^  ^^  *•  ^^  popular  illustrations  of  Divine 
of  this  world,  "  a  wide  and  unbounded  Wisdom,  as  displayed  in  the  arrangements  of 
es  beibre  us ;"  and  though,  at  present,  *^  material  world— which  shall  chi^y  be  con- 
I,  clouds,  and  darknenn  re<t  upon  it,"  ^'^^  to  those  objects  which  are  must  promineat 
oundless  magnificence  of  the  Divine  ^^^  obvious  to  the  vulgar  eye. 
Iilch  science  has  unToIded,  throws  a  H'luUm  ia  thttt  p«inf«etion  of  an  intelligMit 
>ver  the  scenes  of  futurity,  which  is  &gen^  by  which  he  is  eoablad  to  select  and  empkiy 
Ith  consolation  in  the  view  of  "  the  '^^  °KMt  proper  means  in  order  to  accomplish  a 
natter  and  the  crush  of  worlds."     It  S^od  and  important  end.   It  indudes  the  idea  of 
•  a  prospect  of  perpetual  improvement  knowledge  or  intelligence,  but  may  be  distinguiah- 
ige  and  felicity ;  it  presents  a  field  in  ^^  ^^  it.    Knowledge  is  opposed  to  ignorance, 
human  faculties  may  be  for  ever  ex-  wisdom  is  opposed  to  folly  or  error  in  conduct. 
3r  ever  contemplating  new  scenes  of  A*  applied  to  God,  it  may  be  considered  as  com- 
ising  to  the  view,  in  boundless  per-  prehending  the  operations  of  his  Omniscience 
Jirough  an  interminable  succession  of  <^  benevolence,  or,  in  other  words,  his  know- 
It  convinces  us  that  the  happiness  l^go  to  discern,  and  his  disposition  to  choose 
nal  state  will  not  consist  in  an  unva-  those  means  and  ends  which  are  calculated  to  pro- 
ion  of  the  same  perceptions  and  enjoy-  noote  the  order  and  the  happiness  of  the  universe. 
t  that  new  displays  of  the  Creator's  The  Wisdom  of  God  is,  doubtless,  displayed  ' 
be  continually  bursting  on  (he  asto-  in  every  arrangement  he  has  made  throughout 
d,  work]  without  end.     And  as  we  all  the  provinces  of  his  immense  and  eternal  king- 
lame  beneficence  and  care  which  are  dom,  however  (ar  they  may  be  removed  from  the 
in  the  arrangement  of  systems  of  sphere  of  human  observation.    But  it  is  only  in 
e  also  displayed  in  supporting  and  those  parts  ofthe  system  ofnature  which  lie  open 
or  the  smallest  microscopic  animal-  to  our  particular  investigation,  that  the  traces  of 
ave  no  reason  to  harbour  the  least  this  perfection  can  be  distinctly  perceived.  The 
ediould  be  overkx)ked  in  the  immen-  Htaoem  declare  the  glory  of  God's  Wisdom,  aa 
ition,or  lost  amidst  the  multiplicity  well  as  of  his  Power.  The  planetary  system — that 
orks  amon^r  which  the  Deity  is  in-  portion  of  the  heavens  with  which  we  are  best 
mployed  •,  for,  as  he  is  Omnipresent  acquainted— displays  both  the  magnificence  aad 
cient,  his  care  and  influence  must  ex-  the  skill  of  its  Divine  Author,  in  the  magnitudes, 
ry  creature  he  has  formed.    There-  diatancoa,  revolutions,  proportions,  and  uses  of 
1  "  the  elements  shall  melt  with  for-  the  various  f^obei  of  which  it  is  composed,  and  in 
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the  diversified  ^>parmtul  by  which  li^ttoddark-  The  rotalion  of  the  several  planM 

nets  are  alternately  distributed.     The  sun,  an  around  their  axis,  to  produce  the  alter 

iounensie  luminous  world,  by  far  the  largest  body  cession  uf  day  and  night,  strikingly  den 

in  the  system,  is  placed  in  the  centre.    No  other  the  wisdcmi  and  benevolence  of  their  g 

fiosiiion  would  have  suited  for  an  equable  distri-  thor.     Were  the  earth  and  the  other] 

buiiofi  of  illumination  and  heat  through  the  dif-  worlds  destitute  oT  a  diumaJ  moiion, 

fureiit  parts  of  the  system.     Around  him,  at  dif-  half  of  their  surfaces  could  be  inhabited 

fercut  didtancos,  eleven  primary  planets  revolve,  other  halt'  would  remain  a  dark  andi 

accom|>anied  with  eigliteen  secoridarics,  or  moons,  desert.     The  sun  woud  be  the  only  hea^ 

•—all  in  majf^stic  order  and  harmony,  no  one  inter-  wnich  would  be  recognized  by  the  inbak 

rupiin^  ilie  movements  oT  another,  but  invariably  each  respective  world,as  exi^ling  in  the  u 

keepini^  the  paths  prescribed  them,  and  perform-  and  lliai  scene  of  grandeur  which  nigb 

ing  their  revolutions  in  their  appointed  times,  in  the  bouruliess  expanse  of  the  sky,  y 

To  all  these  revolving  globes,  the  suo  dispenses  for  ever  veiled  from  their  view.  For,  it 

moiion,  light,  heat,  fertility,  and  other  unceasing  to  be  one  grand  design  of  the  Creator,  i 

energies,  for  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  their  these  bodies  a  diurnal  motion,  not  only 

respective  inhabitants — without  which,  perp»*  their  inhabitants  with  lij^t  and  warmlb 

tual  sterility,  eternal  winter,  and  eternal  night,  gay  colouring  produced  by  the  solar  raya 

would  reign  over  every  region  of  our  globe,  and  to  open  to  them  a  prospect  of  other  po 

throughout  surrounding  workls.  his  vast  dominions,  which  are  di^ieraei 

The  distance  at  which  the  heavenly  bodies,  less  variety  throughout  the  illimitable  r 

particularly  the  aim,  are  placed  from  the  earth,  is  space  ;  in  order  that  they  may  aoquin 

a  manifest  evidence  of  Divine  Wisdom.    If  the  sublime  impression  of  the  glory  of  hb  1 

mn  were  much  nearer  us  dian  he  is  at  present,  and  of  his  eternal  Power  and  Godhea 

the  earth,  as  now  constituted,  would  bo  wasted  >^ere  perpetual  day  to  irradiate  the  p 

and  parched  with  excessive  heat;  the  waters  would  throw   an  eternal  and  iropraeti 

wouM  be  turned  into  vapour,  and  the  rivers,  seas,  over  the  glories  of  the  sky,  behind  wi 

and  oceans,  would  soon  disappetu*,  leaving  no-  magnificent  operations  of  Jehovah's  pon 

thing  behind  them  but  frightful  barren  delb  and  be,  in  a  great  measure,  concealed.    . 

gloomy  caverns ;  vegetation   would  completely  circumstance  which  we  should  coosidi 

cease,  and  the  tribes  of  animated  nature  languish  principal  reason  why  a  rotatory  motioo 

and  die.    On  the  other  hand,  were  the  sun  much  impressed  on  tlie   planet&ry   gkibes ; 

fiuther  distant  than  he  now  is,  or  were  his  bulk,  merely  that  a  curtain  of  darkness  t 

or  the  influence  of  his  rays,  diminished  one  half  thrown  around  their  inhabitants,  dtiriii| 

of  what  th»y  now  are,  th^  land  and  thi*  <M>p«n  po««  "f  «l««p,a«  in  the  wnrld  in  which  l 

would  soon  become  one  frozen  mass,  and  univor-  For  in  some  of  the  other  planetary  w 

sal  desolation  and  sterility  would  overspread  the  longing  to  our  system,  the  intelligent  bei 

feir  face  of  nature,  and,  instead  of  a  pleasant  and  which  they  are  peopled   may  stand  in  n 

comfc)rtablc  abode,  our  globe  would  become  a  that  nocturnal  repose  which  is  necessary 

frightful  desert,  a  slate  of  misery  and  peq>elual  their  physical  powers  may  be  incapable 

punishment.^     But  herein  is  the  wisdom  (^ God  impaired,  and  their  mental  energies  n 

displayed,  that  he  has  formed  the  sun  of  such  a  de-  perpetual  exercise.     And  in  some  of  tho 

terminate  size,  and  placed  it  at  such  a  convenient  which   are  surrounded  with  an  asyem 

distance,   as  not  to  annoy,  but  to  refresh  and  rings  and  moons,  as  the  planet  Satura 

cheer  us,  and  to  enliven  the  soil  with  its  genial  versified  grandeur  of  llieir  celestial  phc 

influence  ;  so  that  we  plainly  perceive,  to  use  the  in  the  absence  of  th<?  sim,  may  present 

language  of  the  propliet,  that  "  He  hath  eata-  ofcontempalion  and  enjoynjcnt,  far  more 

blished  the  world  by  his  wisi^m,  and  stretched  'ng  ^han  all  the  splendours  of  their  n 

out  the  heavens  by  his  understanding."  Besides,  had  the  planets  no  motioo  rot 

axis,  and  were  both  tlicir  hemispheres  i 

•  It  forms  no  objection  to  those  remarks,  that  ralo-  ^^  peojJed  with  inhabitants,  their  phys 

ric,  or  the  matter  of  Az-fl/,  does  not  altogether  depend  and  enjoyments  would  be  as  opposite 

upori  the  direct  influence  of  the  solar  rays     The  other,  as  if  they  lived  under  the  coven 

subatanco  of  calono  may  be  chlctly  connected  wfih  '     .        .    /         ,       v^.           o"", 

the  c«natii\Uion  of  Uic  globe  we  inhabit.    But  still,  '**'<'  distinct  independent  beingjs.     Whil 

it  is  quite  certain  that  the  earth,  c*  prf. gently  cotisti-  class  was  basking;  under  the  splendours 

/ttffrf,  would  NUtrrreiTcrtd  most  disastrous  to  sentient     »,i«i /ii.«   lU.  »*u<I.  ...^.u  i.^   •   _  i i: 

belmrs.  w,-re  it  removed  much  nean^r  to.  or  much  '"^'  «^y.  "i*  «"»«••  would  be  involved  i 

farther  from  the  central  luminary.    Those  planeis  horrors  of  an  everlasting  night.     Whik 

which  arc  removt^is-vcrul  hundreds  of  millions  of  hemisphere  would  be  parched  with  cxccai 

miles  farther  from  the  Sim  than  our  plol>e,  may  poR-  .,       J            1 1  u    l        j  •      t     ^ 

sibly  experience  a  dcijree  of  »»eai  much  greater  tlien  ^"®  ®*"®''  would  be  bound  In  the  fetters  o 

ours  ;  hut,  in  this  case,  the  constitution  of  the  solid  ice  ;  and,  in  such  a  globe  as  ours,  the  n 

parts  of  these  globes,  and  of  their  surrounding  at-  jUg  »:je.   ,u«  ft-o-n*  nf  thii  vnrwuirs  ike 

mosphcres.musi  be  \ery  different  from  what  ob-  '"l®  "<^®»«  "^«  ascent  ol  tne  vapoiJrs,  ue 

taioi  in  the  physical  arrangemenii  of  our  globe.  «  toe  atmcspheroj  the  oourse  or  tfaa  in 
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:e«  of  the  rains  and  dews,  and  a  by  the  inhabitants  of  onr  world.      It  is  onlj  a 

movements    which   produce  so  few  general  relaUotu  and  adaptations  that  cim  be 

and  beneficial  effects,  ivimiU  be  distinctly  perceived  among  the  orbs  of  the  ftrma- 

Jiged.     Hence  we  find  that  in  all  roenl;  though,  in  so  far  as  wo  are  able  to  trace 

odics  on  which  observations  can  the  purposes  which  they  subserve,  the  marks 

I  made,  a  rotatory  motion  actually  of  beauty,  order,  and  design  are  uniformly  ap- 
lecondary,  as  well  as  in  the  pri-  parent.  But  we  are  placed  at  too  ^reat  a  dis- 
ind  even  in  the  sun  himself,  the  tance  from  the  orbs  oi  heaven,  To  be  able  to 
mover  of  the  whole :  in  which  ar-  investigate  the  particular  arrangements  which 
B  Almighty  Creator,  the  evidences'  enter  into  the  physical  and  moral  economy  of 
Jesign  arc  strikingly  apparent.  the  celestial  woHds.  Were  we  transi>orted  to 
ig  scene  of  Divine  workmanship  the  surface  of  the  planet  Jupiter,  and  had  an 
the  planetary  system  exhibits,  we  opportunity  of  surveying,  at  leisure,  the  regions 
relieve,  is  multiplied,  and  diversi-  of  that  vast  globe,  and  the  tribes  of  sensitive 
lite  extent,  throughout  all  the  other  and  intellectual  exisienco  which  compose  its  po- 
ion,  displaying  to  the  intelligences  pulation — of  contemplating  the  relations  of  its 

, "  the  manifold  wisdom  of  God.'*  moons  to  the  pleasure  and  comfort  of  its  inha- 
be  no  question,  that  every  star  bitants — the  (mistitulion  of  its  atmosphere  as  to 
i,  either  by  the  naked  eye,  or  by  its  reflective  and  refractive  powers,  in  producing 
lescope,  is  the  centre  of  a  system  a  degree  of  illumination  to  compensate  for*  the 
nids,  where  the  agency  of  God,  great  distance  of  that  planet  from  the  8ui>— its 
:hable  wisdom,  may  be  endlessly  adaptation  to  the  functions  of  animal  life — the 
rhaps,  more  strikingly  displayed  construction  of  the  visual  organs  <^  its  inha* 
le  system  to  which  we  belong,  bitants,  and  the  degree  of  sensibility  they  pos- 
>es  of  light  could  never  have  been  sess  corresponding  to  the  quantity  of  light  re- 
r  to  shed  a  few  glimmering  rays  ceived  from  the  sun— >the  temperature  of  the 
int  world ;  for  the  ten- thousandth  surface  and  atmosphere  of  this  ^obe  correspond- 
j  never  yet  been  seen  by  the  in-  ing  to  its  distance  from  the  central  source  of 
earth,  since  the  Mosaic  creation,  heat,  and  to  the  physical  constitution  of  sensitive 
f  astronomers  of  the  past  and  the  beings — in  short,  could  we  investigate  the  re- 
nd the  light  of  many  of  them,  in  lations  which  iiuuiinute  nature,  in  all  its  va- 
has  never  yet  reached  us ;  and  rieties  and  sublimities,  bean  to  the  necessities 
will,  till  the  period  of  "  the  con-  and  the  happiness  of  Uie  animated   existences 

II  terrestrial  things."  They  were  that  traverse  its  different  regions,  we  should, 
in  ;  for  such  a  supposition  would  doubtless,  behcM  a  scene  of  Divine  Wisdom  and 
with  every  idea  we  can  form  of  intelligence,  far  more  admirable  and  astonishing 
if  a  Being  of  infinite  perfection,  that  even  that  which  is  exhibited  in  our  sublu- 
intended  merely  to  diversify  the  nary  world.  But  since  it  is  impossible  for  us 
9  space  with  a  useless  splendour,  to  investigate  the  economy  of  other  worlds,  while 
elation  to  intellectual  natures  ;  for  we  are  chained  down  to  this  terrestrial  sphere, 
us  a  most  distorted  and  inconsist-  we  must  direct  our  attention  to  those,  arrange- 
character  of  Him  who  is  "  the  ments  and  contrivances  in  the  constitution  of  our 
;"  and  we  are  told,by  an  authority  own  gk>be,  which  lie  open  to  our  particular  in- 
«  questioned,  that  **  by  his  wis-  spection,  in  order  to  perceive  more  distinctly 
he  heavens,  and  stretched  them  the  benevolent  designs  of  Him  **  in  whom  wo 
erstanding."  The  only  rational  live  and  move,  and  have  our  being."  And  hero 
efore,  which  can  be  deduced,  is  an  attentive  obeerva*  will  find,  in  almost  every 
estined  to  distribute  illumination  object,  when  minutely  examined,  a  display  of 
vivifying  influence,  and  happiness,  goodness  and  intelligence,  which  will  constrain 
ible  numbers  of  intelligent  brings,  him  to  exclaim, "  Oh  the  depth  of  the  riches  both 
ees  of  physical,  moral,  and  intel-  of  the  wisdom  and  the  knowledge  of  God." 

ce.    And,  wherever  the  Creator        Wisdom,  considered   as  consisting   in  con- 

Ahnighty  energies  in  the  prodqp-  trivance,  or   the  selection  of  the  most  proper 

I  and  intellectual  natures,  wo  may  moans  in  order  to  accomplish  an  important  eiid, 

It  there  ako  his  infinite  wisdom  may  be  exemplified  and  illustrated  in  a  variety 

,  in  an  endless  variety  of  arrange-  of  familiar  objects  in  the  scene  of  nature. 
Qces,  and  adaptations,  are  imceas-        The  earth  on  which  we  tread  was  evidently 

intended  by  the  C  reator  to  support  man  and  other 

I,  whatever  evidences  of  contri-  animals,  along  with  their  habitations,  and  tofur- 

gn  the  celestial  globes  may  ex-  nish  those  vegetable  productions  which  are  ne- 

A  in  the  heavens  that  the  most  cessary  for  their  subsistence ;  and,  accordingly, 

vofDivinetptsdoin  can  be  traced  he  has  given  it  that  exact  degree  of  ooosistoocy 
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which  is  requisite  Sar  these  purposes.    Were  it  AU  these  circumslaiioet  deinaBstrate  die 

much  harder  than  it  dow  is ;  were  it,  for  exam-  mate  wisdom  of  the  Great  Architect  of 

pie,  as  dense  as  a  rock,  it  would  be  incapohie  of  and  lead  us  to  conclude,  that  imiiml«i«s,tefa 

cultivation,  ami  vegetables  could  not  be  produced  from  being  rude  ezcrescencea  of  muine^as  smb 

fiom  itH  surface.     Were  it  softer,  it  would  be  in-  have  asserted,  Ibrm  an  essential  part  ia  ^or 

sitfllciunt  to  support  U!i,  and  we  sliould  sink  at  stttution,  not  only  of  our  globe,  but  of  afl  bate 

every  iftop,  like  a  [>ers<»n  walkinj;  in  a  quagmire.  b!«  worlds.  And  this  conclusiioa  taooofims^a 

Had  this  circumstance  not  been  attended  to  in  iti  far  as  our  observation  extends,  with  regard  It  A* 

tornialion,  the  earth  would  have  been  rendered  moon,  and  several  of  the  placetar^  bodies  wkii 

uutfless  asa  habitabk;  world,  fur  all  thoife  aninwted  belong  to  our  vysteni,  wlK«e  suraces  are  imi 

beings  which  now  traverse  it«  surface.     The  ex-  to    be   diversified   by  sublime  ramificaiioasd 

act  adjustment  of  the  solid  jiarts  of  our  globe  to  mountain  scteery  ;  which  circumslaBce  (Ha 

the  nature  aiui  necessities  «jf  the  beings  which  one  collateral  proof,  among  many  others,tKat  i^ 

inhabit  it,  is,  therefore,  an  iiis'.ance  and  an  evi^  are  the  a|x>des  of  sentient  and  inieUeclual  brisf^ 
dence  of  fVisdom.  Again,  tJie  ca/oarmi^  which  is  spread  orer^ 

The  diversity  ofnirfaee  which  it  every  where  fiice  of  nature  indicates  the  wiwiom  of  theDdlj. 

presents,  in  the  mountains  and  vales  with  which  It  is  essential  tn  the  present  mode  of  our  eufr> 

it  is  variegated,  indicates  the  same  benevolent  ence,  and    it   was  evidently  intended  by  tit 

contrivance  and  design.     If  the  earth  were  di-  Creator,  tlrnt  we  should  be  enabled  ea«:;U' 

vested  of  its  mountains,  and  its  suriace  every  recognize  the  forms  and  properties  of  the  rario« 

where  uniformly  smooth,  there  wouU  bo  no  rivers,  objects  with  which  we  are  surrounded.    Bu 

springs,  or  fountains;  for  water  can  flow  only  were  theobjectaof  nature  destitute cfcolapr,sr 

from  a  higher  to  a  lower  place ;  the  regetable  were  the  same  unvaried  huo  spread  over  tk 

tribes  would  droop  and  languish  ;  man  and  other  fiice  of  creation,  we  should  be  destiiate  of  all  ikt 

animals  would  be  deprived  of  what  is  necessary  entertainments  of  vision,  and  be  at  a  loss  to  Ah 

for  their  existence  and  comfort;  we  should  be  tinguish  one  object' from  another.    We  iimU 

destitute  c(  many  usrful  stones,  minerals,  plants,  be  unable  to  distinguish  nigged  preci(«ces  frsa 

and  trees,  which  are  now  produced  on  the  sur-  fruitful  hills ;  nak^  rocks  from  human  nshila- 

&ce,  and  in  the  interior  ofmountains;  the  sea  itself  lions;  the  trees  from  the  hills  that  bear  tbcai, 

would  become  a  stagnant  marsh,  or  overflow  the  and  the  tilled  from  tho  untilled  lands.    "  We 

land  ;  and  the  whole  surface  of  nature  in  our  ter-  should  hesitate  to  pronounce  whether  an  a^ 

restrial  sphere  would  present  an  unvaried  scene  cent  enclosure  contained  a  piece  of  pastuntfc, 

of  dull  uniformity.    Those  picturesque  and  sub-  a  plot  of  arable  land,  or  a  field  of  com ;  sad  it 

lime  Fcenes  which  fire  the  imagination  of  the  would  require  a  little  journey,  and  a  minuie  is- 

poet,  and  which  render  niountainous  districts  so  vestigation,  to  determine   such  a  point.    We 

pleasing  to  the  philosophic  traveller,  would  be  could  not  determine  whether  the  first  person  we 

completely  withdrawn  ;  sind  all  around,  when  com-  met  were  a  solder  in  his  regimentals,  or  a  swaii 

flared  with  such  diversified  landscapes,  would  sf^  in  his  Sunday  suit ;  a  bride  in  ber  ofnamrot*. 

fiear  as  fatiguing  to  the  eye  as  the  vast  k)li!udcs  or  a  widow  in  her  weeds.**    Such  would  bare 

uf  the  Arabian  deserts,  or  the  dull  monotony  of  been  the  aspect  of  nature,  and  such  the  iocoo- 

the  ocean.  But  in  consequence  of  the  admirable  veniences  to  which  we  should  have  been  subjec!- 

distribution  of  hills  and  mountains  over  the  sur-  ed,  had  God  allowed  us  light,  withont  the  di^- 

faco  of  our  globe,  a  variety  of  useful  and  orna-  tinci  ion  of  colours.  We  could  have  distioguithed 

mental  effects  is  produced.    Their  lofty  summits  objects  only  by  intricate  trains  of  reasoning,  sad 

are  destined  by  providence  to  arrest  the  vapours  by  circumstances  of  time,  place,  and  relative 

which  float  in  the  regions  of  the  air ;  their  inter-  position.     And.  to  what  delays  and  perplcxi:ief 

fial  cavities  form  so  many  spacious  basins  for  the  should  wo  have  been  reduced,   had  we  bcea 

reception  of  waters  distilled  from  the  douds ;  they  obliged  every  moment  to  distinguish  one  ihin^ 

are  the  original  sources  of  springs  and  rivers,  from  another    by  reasoning !     Our  whole  life 

which  water  ami  fertilize  the  earth ;  they  form  must  then  have  been  employed  imther  m  study 

immense    magazines,  in   which   are  deposited  than  in  action ;  and,  afler  all,  we  must  have  rv* 

stones,  metabi,  and  minerals,  which  are  of  so  mained  in  eternal  uncertainty  as  to  many  ihinfi 

essential  service  in  the  arts  that  promote  the  com-  which  are  now  quite  obvious  to  every  one  u 

fort  of  human  life ;  they  serve  for  the  production  sfton  as  he  opens  his  eyes.     We  could  neither 

of  a  vast  variety  of  herbs  and  trees  ;  they  arrest  have  communicated  our  thoughts  by  writing, 

the  progress  of  storms  and  tempests ;  they  afford  nor  have  derived  instruction  from  others  thnwfk 

shelter  and  entertainment  to  various  animals  the  medium  of  books :  so  that  we  sbouM  new 

which  minister  to  tho  wants  of  mankind :  in  a  have  been  almost  as  ignorant  of  the  tmmisiuu 

word,  they  adorn  and  embellish  the  face  of  na-  of  past  ages,  as  we  are  of  the  events  which  ars 

ture— they  form  thousands  of  sublime  and  beau-  passing  in  the  planetary  worlds  ;  and,  coos^ 

tifiil  landscapes,  and  afford  from  their  summits  quently,  we  could  never  have  enjoyed  a  writtes 

the  most  delightfiil  prospects  of  the  plains  below,  revelation  torn  betven,  nor  any  olbar  iiftJIftls 
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foldo  to  direct  us  in  tho  path  to  happiness,  is  waters,  we  shall  perceive  similar  traces  of  the 
Um  Almighty  had  not  distinguished  the  rays  of  exquisite  wisdom  and  «ktll  of  the  Author  of  nature. 
light,  and  painted  tho  ohjects  around  us  with  a  Water  is  one  of  the  most  essential  elementary 
rfWersityofcolours,— so  essentially  connected  are  parts  in  the  constitution  of  our  ^lohe,  witliuut 
Che  minutest,  and  the  m<-Mt  magnificent  works  whi=h  the  various  tribes  of  beings  which  now 
of  Deity.     But  now,  in  the  present  constitution  people  it  could  not  lixist.  It  supplies  a  necessary 
of  things,  colour  characterizes  the  class  to  whicJi  Leverage  to  man,  ami  to  all  the  animals  that  pro- 
•vtry  individual  belong<<,  and  indicates,  upon  the  pie  the  earth  end  iht;  air.    Ii  forms  a  solvent  for 
first  hnpectifMi,  its  respective  quality.     Every  a  great  variety  of  solid  liodies ;  it  is  the  element 
object  waart  its  peculiar  livery,  and  has  a  dis-  in  which  an  infiuitiKio  of  organized  beings  pass 
tiBgoishinf  nmrk  by  which  it  is  characterized.  thfir  existence ;  it  ar.is  an  important  part  in  con- 
Tho  different  hues  which  are  spread  over  the  Vfving  lifo  and  nourishment  to  all  the  tribes  of 
seeoery  of  the  world,  are  also  highly  ornamental  the  vegetable  kinrriloni,  and  ^ives  salubrity  to  the 
to  tho  bee  of  nature,  ami  afford  a  variety  of  atmospherical  resiuns.      Collected  in  inonense 
pleaflurea  to  the  eye  and   the  imagination.     It  masses  in  tlie  baitins  of  the  sea,  it  serves  as  a 
is  this  circumstance  which  adds  a  cliarm  to  the  vehicle  for  ships,  and  as  a  uieJium  of  communi- 
fieldsi  the  valleys,  and  the  hills,  the  lofty  moun-  ration  between  people  of  tho  mo;«t  distant  lands. 
tain,  tha  winding  river,  and  the  expansive  lake  ;  Carried  along  with  a  progressive  motion  over  the 
•ad  which  gives  a  splendour  and  sublimity  to  the  l)eds  of  streams  and  of  rivers,  it  gives  a  brisk  ira- 
capacioufl  vault  of  heaven.     Colour  is,  therefore,  pul^e  to  the  air,  and  prevents  iiie  unwh<jlosome 
an  essential  requisite  to  every  world  inhabited  stagnation  of  vapours ;  it  receives  the  filth  of  po- 
by  sensitive  beings ;  and  we  know,  that  provision  pulous  cities,  and  rids  them  of  a  tliousand  nui- 
Ins  been  made  for  diffusing  it  throughout  all  the  sances.     By  its  impulsion  it  becomes  the  mover 
globes  which  may  exist  in  the  distant  mgions  of  a  muUituiie  of  machines  ;  and,  when  rarefieti 
whidi  our  telescopes  have  penetrated  ;  for  the  into  steam,  it  is  transfiirroed  into  one  of  the  most 
light  which  radiates  from  the  roost  distant  stars  powerful  and  useful  at,'ents  under  the  dominion  of 
is  capable  of  being  separated  into  the  prismatic  man.  All  which  beneficial  effects  entirely  depenil 
eolours,  similar  to  those  which  are  produced  by  on  the  exact  degree  ofilensity,  or  specific  gravity, 
the  solar  rays;  which  fiimishes  a  presumptive  which  the  Creator  ha?  given  to  its  constituetit 
piw^  that  ihay  are  intended  to  accomplish  de-  parts.     H:ul  it  buen  much  more  rarifieJ  than  it 
•ipis  in  their  respective  spheres  analogous  to  is,  it  would  have  been  altogether  unfit  to  answer 
those  which  light  subserves  in  our  terrestrial  the  pur|>oses  now  specified  ;  the  whole  (ace  of 
habitation— s>r,  in  other  words,  that  they  are  des-  the  earih  would  have  been  a  dry  and  barren  waste ; 
tiaed  to  convey  to  the  minds  of  sentient  beings,  ve?etahle  nature  could  not  have  been  nourished  ; 
ifapresriooB  of  light  and  colour,  and  consequent-  our  lloatins  edifices  could  not  have  been  support- 
ly,  beings  susceptiblo  of  such  imnres'iions  must  ed  ;  the  lightest  bo<lics  would  have  sunk,  and  all 
roside  within  the  sphere,   or  more  imnieJiato  regular  intercourse  with  distant  nations  would 
infloeoce  of  these  far-distant  orbs.  have  been  prevented.    On  the  other  hand,  had  its 
The  same  benevolent  design  is  apparent  in  the  partM  been  much  denser  than  they  are  ;  for  exam- 
gwnmidool*mr  which  prevail*  thnmghoui  the  itcent  pie,  had  they  been  of  the  consistency  of  a  thin 
^ mbiunary  nvaurt.  Hail  the  fields  been  clothed  jelly,  similar  disasinms  effects  would  have  in- 
with  hoes  nfaoeep  red,  or  a  brilliant  white,  the  evitably  followed  ;  no  ships  could  have  ploughed 
ere  would  have  b^en  dazzled  with  the  splendour  the  o-;.ean  :  no  refreshing  beverage  would  have 
of  their    aspect.     Had  a  dark-olue    or  a  black  been  supplied  to  the  animal  tril)es  ;  the  absorbent 
eolour  generally  prevailtxl,  it  would  have  cast  a  vessels  of  trees,  herbs,  and  flowers  would  have 
anirersal  gloom  over  the  face  of  nature.    But  an  been  unable  to  imbibe,  the  moisture  requisite  for 
gLgrseable  green  holds  the  medium  between  these  tlieir  nourishment ;  and  we  sh^Miki  thus  have  been 
two  extremes,  equally  remote  frcmi  a  dismal  gloom  deprived  of  all  the  beneficial  effects  we  now  derive 
■ad  ezoessire  splendour,  and  hears  sudi  a  relation  from  the  use  of  that  liquid  element,  and  of  all  the 
to  the  structure  of  the  eye,  that  it  refreshes,  in-  diversified  scenery  of  the  vegetable  world.    But 
atoaii  of  tiring  it,  and  supports,  instead  of  dimi-  the  configuration  and  consistency  of  its  parts  are 
nlshing  its  force.     At  the  same  time,  tho«igh  one  bo  nicely  adjusted  to  the  constitution  of  the  other 
gaaeral  colour  prevails  over  the  landscape  of  the  elements,  and  to  the  wants  of  the  sensitive  and 
•arth,  it  is  diversified  by  an  admirable  variety  of  vegetable  tribes,  as  exactly  to  subserve  the  ends 
■hadest  so  that  every  individual  object  in  the  intended  in  tho  system  of  nature. 
TOfSiable  world  can  be  accurately  distinguished  Water  has  been  ascertained  to  be  a  compound 
fimn  another  ;  tlnzs  producing  a  beautiful   and  body  formed  by  the  union  of  two  different  kinds 
fariogated  appearance  over  the  whole  scenery  of  aii^— oxygen  and  hydrogen.    It  has  the  pro- 
of Balore.    **  Who  sees  not  in  all  these  things  perty  of  becoming,  in  certain  cases,  mjch  lighter 
Ihat  the  hud  of  the  Lord  hath  wrought  this  T*  than  air ;  though,  in  its  natural  liquid  state,  it  is 
If  fivaa  tho  earth  we  turn  our  attention  to  the  800  times  heavier  than  that  fluid  ;  and  has  also 
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the  property  of  afterwards  resuming  its  natural  by  arranging  kll  things,  in  number,  wei|^  ol 
weight.  Were  it  not  for  this  property,  evapora<:  measure,  to  subserve  the  beneficial  aids  kt 
tion  could  not  be  produced ;  and,  consequently,  no  which  they  were  ordained.  **  U9  cattsdh  At 
clouds,  rain,  nor  dew,  could  be  formed,  to  water  Tapours  to  ascend  (rota  the  ends  of  cbe  esrth; 
and  fertilize  the  different  regions  of  the  earth,  he  sendeth  the  springs  into  the  TaUeys,  whidb  nil 
But,  in  consequence  of  this  wonderful  property,  among  the  hills.  They  give  driak  to  every  betft 
the  ocean  become  an  in<>xhautftible  cistern  to  our  of  the  field  ;  the  wild  asses  quencrh  their  thinL 
world.  From  its  expansive  surface  are  exhaled  By  them  the  fowls  of  heaven  are  rcirssbed^ 
thoae  vapovrs  whichvupply  the  rivers,  and  nourish     which  sing  among  the  branches.     He  wateredi 

the  vegetable  productions  of  every  land.     "  The  the  hills  from  his  chambers,  and  the  earth  is»> 

air  and  the  sun,"  says  an  elegant  writer,  "  con-  tisfied  with  the  the  fruit  of  his  works." 
stitute  the  mighty  engine  which  works  without  ,     Let  us  now  attend  to  the  obnospA^'e,  in  the  c(M> 

intermission  to  raise  the  liquid  treasure  ;  while  at  itution  of  which  the  wisdom  of  God  is  no  less  oofr 

the  clouds  serve  as  so  many  aqueducts  to  convey  spi<nious  than  in  the  other  departmcntiof  oataif. 
Ifaem  along  the  atmos|^ere,  and  distribute  them,         The  atmosphere  is  one  of  the  meet  essmtid 

at  seasonable  periods,  and  in  regular  proportions,  appendages  to  the  gl(^  we  inhabit,  and  eihfltki 

through  all  tlie  regions  of  the  globe.'*  a  most  striking  scene  of  Divine  akiU  and  oaai' 

Notwithstanding  the  properties  now  staged,  potence.    The  term  elnuMqp^e  is  applied  to dbr 

motion  UHU  ttiU  requisite,  to  ensure  all  the  advan-  whole  mass  of  fluids,  consiating  of  air,  vapoun^ 

tages  we  now  derive  from  the  liquid  element,  dectric  fluid,  and  other  nntters,  which  aurroiad 

Had  the  wh<^  mass  of  waters  been  in  a  stag-  the  earth  to  a  certain  height.      This  mass  t£ 

nant  stato,  a  thousand  inconveniences  and  dis-  fluid  matter  gravitates  to  the  earth,  revolves  with 

astrous  consequences  would  have  inevitably  en-  it  in  its  diurnal  rotation,  and  is  carried,  along 

■tied.    But  the  All'wise  Creator  has  impressed  with  it  in  its  course  round  the  aon  every  year, 

upon  its  variovB   masses  a  circulating  motion,  It  has  been  computed  to  extend  about  45  miles 

which  preserves  its  purity,  and  widely  extends  above  the  earth's  snr&ce,  and  it  preases  00  tfe 

Ha  beneficial   influence.     The  rills  pour  their  earth  with  a  force  proportioned  to  its  height  aad 

liquid  stores  into  the  rivers ;  the  rivers  roll  their  density.     From  experiments  made  by  the  ka- 

watery  treasures  into  the  ocean ;  the  waters  of  remoter,  it  has  been  ascertained,  that  it  presses 

the  ocean,  by  a  libratoiy  motion,  roll  backwards  with   a  weight  of  about  16  pounds  00  eror 

and  forwards  every  twelve  hours,  and,  by  means  square  inch  of  thc^  earth^s  sur&ce ;  and,  therefore, 

of  currents,  and  tho  force  of  winds,  are  kept  in  its  pressure  on  the  body  of  a  middte-eized  mao,  i» 

constant  agitation.     By  the  solar  heat,  a  portion  equal  to  about  32,000  lbs.  or  14  tons  avoirdupois, 

of  these  waters  is  carri^l  up  into  the  atnK>Mphere,  a  pressure  which  would  be  insuppnrtaUe,  asrf 

and,  in  the  form  of  clouds,  is  conveyed  by  the  even  fata',  were  it  not  equal  in  every  parr,  and 

winds  over  various  regions;  till,  at  last,  it  de-  counterbalanced  by  the  springof  the  air  wiiluo 

scends  in  rain  and  dew,  to  supply  the  springs  us.     The  pressure  of  the  whole  atmosphere  a(r 

"  which  run  among  the  hills. '^    So  that  there  is  on  tho  earth,  is  computed  to  be  equivaJeoI  u> 

a  constant  motion  and  circulation  of  the  watery  that  of  a  glubo  of  lc>ad  60  miles  in  diameter,  nr 

element,  that  it  may  serve  as  an  agent  fur  carry-  about  5,000.000,000,000,000  tons  ;  that  is,  the 

ing  forward  the  various  processes  of  nature,  and  whole  mass  of  air  which  surrounds  tlie  gUix, 

for  ministering  to  the  wants  of  man  and  beast,  compresses  theearih  with  a  force  or  jtowereqwJ 

In  fine,  were  the  waters  in  a  »iate  of  p^rpc-  to  that  of  ^ve  thousand  mUUonaof  millions  tf 

tual  stagnation,  the  filth  of  populous  ciiies  would  tons.*      This    amazing    prepsure  is  ho«fver, 

be  accumulated  to  a  most  unwholesome  degree ;  essontia'.ly  necessary  for  tho  |>reservatian  of  tb» 

the  air  would  be  filled  with  putrid  exhalations  ;  present  constitution  ofoih-  globe,  and  of  the  aai* 

and  the  vegetable  tribes  would  languish  and  die.  mated  beings  which  dwell  on    its   surface.    It 

Were  they  deprived  of  the   property  of  being  prevents  the   heal  of  the  sun  from  convertiaf 

evaporated,  (in  which  suite  they  occupy  a  space  water,  and  all  other  fluids  on  the  face  of  the  eirtb, 

1400  times  greater  than  in  their  liquid  state,)  into  vapour  ;  and  preserves  the  vessels  of  a!lorfa- 

rain  and  dew  could  neyer  be  produced,  and  the  nized  beings  in  due  tone  and  vigcar.     Were  tb« 

earth  would  be  turned  into  "  a  dry  and  parched  atmospherical  pressure  entirely    removed,  the 

wilderness  ;"  neither  grass  nor  com  could  be  elastic  fluids  contained  in   the  finer  vessels  of 

sufiiciently  dried  to  lay  up  for  use  ;  our  elothea^  men  and  other  animals,  would  inevitably  barst 

vohen  vHuJud,  could  never  be  dried ;  and  a  variety  them,  and  life  would  become  extinct  ;t  and  DOit 
of  common  operations,  which   now  conduce  to 
our  convenience  and  comfort,  could  never  be        1^^  Appendix,  No.  n.         ^  _    .  - 

»,ri«l  on.      But  .h,  infinite  wi«iom  of  U,.  th;ij!^?oTSrp^S^.rS{lSS!JSSr«S 

Creator,  foreseeing  all   the  effects   which  can  be  Illustrated  by  the  eflTects  experienced  hy  thMC 

possibly  arise  from  these  principles  of  nature,  ^hohaye  a»fen<»ed  to  the  summits  of  very  Wjjj 

L       -,•'  ^     ,,  -J  a     ^-    .  *^    L    ••      .      '  mountains,  or  who  have  been  carried  to  a  gisit 

hai  effectually  provided  against  such  disasters,  halght  akeve  the  surface  ef  the  earth  In 
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^  the  labstances  on  the  &oe  of  the  earth,  par-  gen  gas,  and  if  an  animal  be  plunged  In!o  it,  it  is 

tieiilarly  liquids,  would  be  dissipated  into  \rapour.  instantly  suffucated. 

The  atmosphere  is  now  ascertained  to  bo  a  Again,  not  only  the  extraction  of  any  one  of 

ipound  substance,  CM'med  of  two  very  differ-  the  component  parts  of  the  atmoMphere,  or  the 

ingredients,  termed  oxygen  and    nitrogen  alteration  oftheir  respective  proportions,  but  even 

£ma.    Of  100  measures  of  atmospheric  air,  21  the  slightest  increase  or  diminution  of  their  s/>e- 

mre  oxygen,  and  79  nitrogen.     The  one,  namely,  r(^c  ^aw<y,  would  be  attended  wi'h  tho   most 

oxygen,  is  the  principle  of  combustion,  and  the  disastrous  eH*ects.     The  nitrogen  is  found  to  be  a 

vehicle  of  heat,  and  is  absolutely  necessary  for  little  lighter  than  common  air,  which  enables  it 

the  support  of  animal  life,  and  is  the  most  pow-  to  ruo  towards  the  higher  regions  uf  the  afmo- 

•^rfiil  anii  energetic  agent  in  nature.      The  other  sphere.     In  breathing,  the  air  which  is  ^svolvei 

it  altogether  incapable  of  sup|>orling  either  tlamc  from   the  luugs,  at   every  expiration,  C')ni(is!<« 

or  animal  life.     Were  we  to  breathe  oxygen  air,  chieHy  of  nitrogen,  which  is  entirely  unfit  to  be 

without  any  mixtnre  or  alloy,  our  animal  spirits  breathed  again,  and  lheren>re  rises  ab  >vc  our 

would  be  raised,  and  the  fluids  in  our  bodies  heads  j^fure  the  n^xt  inspiration. — Now,  had 

would  circulate  with  greater  rapidity  ;  but  we  nitrogen,  instead  of  being  a  little  lighter,  been  a 

-should  soon  in&llibly  perish  by  the  rapid  and  slight  degree  heavier  than  common  air,  or  of  the 

'vAnatural  accumulation  of  heat  in  the  animal  same  specific  grarity,  it  would  have  accumulated 

'Crame.    If  the  nitrogen  were  extracted  from  the  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  particularly  in 

■w,  and  the  whole  atmosphere  contained  nothing;  our  apartments,  to  such  a  degree  as  to  have  pro- 

but  oxygen,  or  vital  air,  combustion  would  not  duced  diseased,  pestilence,  and  death,  in  rapid 

proceed  in  that  gradual  manner  which  it  now  succession.     But  being  a  little  lighter  tlian  the 

do<w,  but  with  the  most  dreadful  and  irresistible  surrounding  air,  it  flies  upwards,  and  we  never 

'rapidity:  not  only  wood  and  coals,  and  other  breathe  it  again,  till  it  enters  into  new  and  salu- 

substances  now  used  for  fiiel,  but  even  stones,  tary  combinations.    Such  is  the  benevolent  skill 

■ron,  and  other  metallic  substances,  would  blaze  which  the  Author  of  Nature  has  displayed,  for 

^th  a  rapidity  which  would  carry  destruction  promoting  the  cosafort  and  preservation  of  every 

through  the  whole  expanse  of  nature;     If  even  thing  that  lives.* 

<be  proportions  of  the  two  airs  were  materially  Farther,  tone  the  air  colouredy  or  were  its  par- 
mhered,  a  variety  of  pernicious  effects  would  in-  tides  much  larger  than  they  are,  we  could  never 
«tanUy  be  produced.  If  the  oxygen  were  less  obtain  a  distinct  view  of  any  other  object.  The 
in  quantity  then  it  now  is,  fire  would  lose  its  exhalations  which  rise  from  the  earth,  being 
«trragth,  candles  would  not  diffuse  a  sufficient  rendered  visible,  would  disfigure  the  rich  land- 
light,  and  animals  would  perform  their  vital  func-  scape  oTthe  universe,  and  render  life  disagreeable. 
JtioBS  with  the  utmost  diflkulty  and  pain.  On  But  tlie  Almighty,  by  rendering  the  air  invisible, 
the  other  hand,  ware  the  nitrogen  diminished,  has  enabled  us  not  only  to  take  a  delightful  and 
end  the  oxygen  increased,  the  air  taken-in  by  re-  distisct  survey  of  the  objects  that  surround  us,  but 
vpiration  would  be  more  stimulant,  and  the  cir-  has  veiled  from  our  view  the  gross  humours  inccs- 
eolation  of  the  animal  fluids  would  become  ao-  sanity  perspired  from  animal  bodies,  the  filth  ex- 
eelerated ;  but  the  tone  of  the  vessels  thus  stt-  haled  from  kitchens,  streets,  and  sewer8,and  every 
i«alated  to  increased  action  would  be  destroyed  other  object  that  would  excite  disgust.  Again, 
by  too  great  an  excitement,  and  the  body  would  were  the  different  portion*  of  the  cAmmtphere  com- 
inevitably  waste  and  decay.  Again,  were  the  p/e<e/ys/alienary,  and  not  susceptible  of  agitation, 
myg«i  completely  extracted  from  the  atmosphere, 

«nd  nothing  but  nitrogen  remained,  fire  and  flame  .  ^.^e  n«jr4>!«!»lty  of  !itmo.n)herh-al  Mr  for  the  sup- 

wrould  be  extintfuished,  and  instant  destruction  port  of  llfr,  was  .ttrikinicly  exemplified  in  Ti>e  fate 

wniil/1  K«  i^rr'xfA  ihmiKflinnt  nil  fh«  rInnArimentv  °^  *'•**  unhappy  men  who  died  in  tho  JUackhtilf.  of 

would  IHJ  carrtert  ihrougliout  all  me  depar  menis  ^^^^^^^^^     ^,„  ^ j^^  ^^^^  ^f  j^^^  ,75^  ^,^„j  g  ^,^,,^^^ 

•f  vegetable  and  animated  nature,    bur  a.  lighted  in  me  cvouiue,  uo  men  were  forced,  at  the  point  of 

taper  will  not  bum  for  a  single  moment  in  nitro-  H'c  »»ayonct,  into  a  dungeon  only  is  feet  square. 

^                                          °  They  had  l)cen  but  a  few  minnter  confined  in  this 

Infernal  prison,  before  every  one  fell  into  a  per- 
Acosta,  in  his  relation  of  a  Jonmcy  amonsr  the  monn-  spinition  so  profuse,  that  no  idea  ran  be  formed  of 
4ains  of  Peru,  suites,  th.il  "  he  and  his  coiupanions  it.  This  brou{;ht  on  a  minnsi  thirst,  the  most  dilfictJli 
w^TB  surprisetl  wtth  such  extreme  pan.as  of  strain-  rcsplrntlon.  and  an  out n» soon r  deli rinm.  fiurh  was 
ins;  and  vomitine,  not  without  castlnfr  up  of  blood  the  liorror  of  their  situation,  ttiat  every  iasull  that 
too.  and  with  so  violent  a  dlKtemper,  that  they  would  could  be  devised  airainst  lhi>  eu:i  nl  without,  and  all 
undoubteflly  have«died  hatl  they  remained  two  or  the  opprobrious  nam.s  tliii  il»o  Viceroy  and  his 
three  hour* longer  in  that  elevated  situation."  Coiuat  officers  could  be  loaded  wnii,  were  repaited,  to  pro- 
2Sitmt)eccari,  and  his  companions,  who  ascended  in  voke  the  euanl  to  tire  upon  them,  and  termin:iic  their 
«.  balloon,  on  the  7th  of  November,  1T83,  to  a  great  sufferinjfs.  Before  It  o'clock  the  same  even  I  nir.  one- 
height,  found  their  hands  and  feet  so  swelled,  that  third  of  the  men  were  dead ;  and  before  e  next 
it  was  necessary  for  a  surgeon  to  make  Incisions  morning,  only  43  came  out  alive,  but  most  of  there 
In  the  skin.  In  both  the  cases  now  stated,  the  per-  In  a  high  putrid  fever.  All  those  dreadful  effects 
•cms  ascended  to  so  great  a  height  that  the  pressure  were  occa.slonctl  by  the  want  of  atmospheric  air,  au'l 
•fthe  atmosphere  was  not  sufficient  to  counter-  by  their  breathing  a  8U|>eralnmdant  quantity  of  the 
the  pressure  of  the  fluids  of  the  body.  nitrogen  emitted  ftom  their  luugs. 
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all  nature  wou!J  soon  be  throHn  into  con(b>  are  the  cement  of  sociehr.  Ittntnnniistoovclil 
■ion.  The  vapours  which  are  exhaled  finom  the  sea  all  the  harmonies  of  music,  and  expresses  *mj 
bv  ihv  heat  of  the  run  would  be  suspended,  and     passion  of  the  soul:  itawells  the  ootes  of  At 

remain  forever    Bxed  over   tho!<e   places  fn>m  nighlinfale,  and  distributes  alike  to  every  esrihi 

whence  they  arose.     For  want  of  this  agilatioo  pleasures  which  arise  from  the  harmonious  soodi 

of  the  air,  vtliich  now  scatters  and  disperses  the  of  a  concert.  It  produces  the  blue  colour  of  the  Af| 

clouds  over  evm'  regiun,  the  siin  wpuld  con-  and  is  the  cause  of  the  morning  and  eventsf  t«^ 
s'aiiMy  scorch  sume  diri^tric'.^,  and  be  fur  ever  hid     light,  by  its  profierty  of  b<:ndmg  the  rays  of  lifJM, 

fmm  others  ;  the  balance  of  nature  Hi>u!d  be  de-  and  reflecting  th<-m  in  all  direciii-ns^     It  fninsis 

stroyed;  navigation  would  be  useless. and  %vecoukl  ei<sential  requit^ite  for  carrying  on  all  tlie  pr» 

no  loozier  enjoy  ih«  |»rodiictii»n8  of  different  cli-  cesses  of  the  vegetable  kin;>dcm,  and  serve*  6r 

mates.     In  tine,  were  the  ainK>5phere  ca|*able  of  the  production  of  cloutls,  rain,  and   dew,  whick 

beina   frozen,  or  ooverted  into  a  solid  mass,  as  nourish  and  fertilize  the  earth.  In  8hoit,it  wtidri 

all  other  fluids  are,  (and  we  know  no  reason  why  be  impossible  to  enimierate  all  the  advaatafcsirc 

it  should  not  be  subject  to   congelation,  but   the  derive  from  this  noble  appendage  to  our  vorii 

will  of  the  Creator,)  the  lives  of  every  animal  in  Were  the  earth  divested  of  its  atBiaa|ibeTe,  «r 

the  air,  the  waters,  and  the  earth,  would,  in  a  were  only  two  or  three  of  its  properties  dnifi4 

lew  montents,  be  completely  extinguished.    But  or  destroyed,  it  would  be  led  alto^ther  nafil  lir 

the  admirable  adjustment  c^ever>'  circumstance,  the  habitation  of  sentient  beings.     Were  it  di> 

in  relation  to  this  useful  element,  produces  all  the  vested  of  its  undulating  quality,  we  slioukl  be  d»> 

beneficial  effects  which  we  now  experience,  and  prived  of  all  the  advantages  of  speech  and  roa- 

strikingly  demonstrates,  that  the  intelligent  Coo-  versation— of  all  the  melody  of  ihe  feathered  aoaf* 

triver  of  all  things  is  **  wonderful  in  counsel,  and  stent  *od  of  all  the  pleasures  of  music ;  and,  like 

excellent  in  working."  the  deaf  and  dumb,  we  could  have  no  power  «f 

From  the  instances  now  stated,  we  may  plainly  communicating  our  thoughts  but  by  visible  sign, 
perceive,  that  if  the  Almighty  had  not  a  particular  Were  it  derived  of  its  reflective  powers,  the  ■■ 
regard  to  ttie  happiness  ofhis  intelligent  offspring,  wouM  appear  in  one  part  of  the  sky  of  a  du- 
al^ to  the  comfort  of  every  animated  existence  ;  zling  brightness,  while  aD  around  would  appesrsf 
or,  if  he  wished  to  inflict  summary  punishment  dark  as  midnight,  and  the  stars  would  be  visiblrU 
on  a  wicked  world,  he  couM  easily  effect,  by  a  noon-day.  Were  it  deprived  of  its  refrsctirs 
very  slight  change  in  the  constitution  of  the  at-  powers,  instead  of  the  gradual  approach  of  tbi 
mosphere,  the  entire  destruction  of  the  human  day  and  the  night  whidi  we  now  expeficace,«t 
race,  and  the  entire  conflagration  of  the  great  sunrise,  we  should  be  transported  all  atooce  fitai 
globe  they  inhabit. — througlmut  ail  its  elementary  midnight  darkness  to  the  splendour  of  no«Q-dij; 
regiiws.  He  has  only  to  extract  one  of  its  con-  ami,  at  sunset,  should  make  a  siKlden  transiiioB 
stituent  parts,  and  the  grand  catastrophe  is  at  from  the  splendours  of  day  to  all  the  horrors  of 
once  accomplished.  With  what  a  striking  pro-  mitinight,  which  would  bewikler  the  travelkr  is 
priety  and  emphasis,  then,  do  the  inspired  wri-  his  journey,  and  strike  the  creation  with  amaze- 
ters  declare,  that,  *'  In  Him  wc  live,  and  move,  ment.  In  fine,  were  the  oxygen  of  the  alnoi- 
and  have  our  being  ;"  and  that  **  in  His  hand  is  phere  completely  extracted,  desIriKtioo  wciiid 
the  soul  of  every  living  thing,  and  the  breath  of  seize  on  all  the  tribes  of  the  living  woHd,  tliroogfa- 
all  mankind  !"  out  every  region  of  earth,  air,  and  sea. 

A  great  variety  of  other  admirable  properties         Omitting  at  present  the  consideration  of  an  is- 

is  possessed  by  the  atmosphere,  c^  which  I  shall  definite  variety  of  other  particular*,  which  suggeK 

briefly  m>tice  only  Uie  following  : — It  is  the  ve-  themselves  on  this  subject,  I  shall  just  notice  one 

hide  c^  tmelUy  by  which  we  become  acquainted  circumstance  more,  which  has  a  relation  both  to 

with  the  qualities  of  the  food  which  is  set  before  the  waters  and  to  the  atmosphere.     It  is  a  wtlU 

us.  aiMl  learn  to  avoid  those  places  whicli  are  knov^-nlawof  nature,  that  all  bodies  are  expanded 

damp,  unwholesome,  and  dangerous.     It  is  the  by  heat,  and  contracted  by  coM.     There  is  odj 

mciiumufsovncfs,  by  means  of  which  knowledge  one  exception   to  this  law   which  exists  in  tiM 


isconveyedto  uur  minds.     Its  undu!ati(>ns,  like  economy  of  our  globe,  and  that  is,  tAe 

so  many  couriers,  run  ft»r  ever  backwanis  and  of  renter^  in  the  ari  of   freesinf.     While  the 

forwards,  to  convey  our  thoughts  to  others  and  parts  of  every  o'her  body  are  reduced  in  bulk, 

theirs  to  u«8 ;  and  to  bring  news  of  transactions  and  their  specific  gravity  increased  by  theapfib- 

whifhfrequently  occur  at  a  considerable  distance,  cation  of  cold;    water,  on  the  contrarv,  whes 

A  few  strokes  on  a  la'ge  bell,  ihrouyh  the  miniv*  congealed  into  ice,  is  increased  in  bulk,  and  be- 

tration  of  the  air,  will  ct^vcy  signals  of  dis'rcss,  comes  of  a  leiss  specific  gravitv  than  the  sarromiii" 

or  of  joy,  in  a  quarter  of  a  minute,  to  ihe  |>opuln-  ins  water,  and.  therefore,  swims  upon  its  sur&eeu 

tion  of  a  city  containing  a  hundred  thousand  in-  Now.  had  the  case  been  otherwise:  had  water, 

habitants.    So  that  the  air  may  be  considered  when  deprived  of  a  portion  of  its  heal,  (ol!ow«d 

as  the  conveyer  of  the  thoughts  of  mankind,  which  the  general  hw  of  nature,  and,  like  all  other 
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Iwdieti  become  specilically  keavtcr  than  it  wait  which  ar?  to  be  seen  in  the  Museum  at  Paris, 
facfiyre,  the  present  coDslitution  of  nature  would  ihow,  that  botanista  are  already  acquainted  with 
have  been  materially  deranged,  and  many  of  our  nearly  fify-six  thousand  different  species  ot' 
|ire«enr  comforts,  and  even  our  very  existence,  plants.*  And  yet,  it  is  probable,  that  tlw.ic  form 
would  have  been  endangered.  At  whatever  time  but  a  vi-ry  Kinall  portion  iif  what  actually  exist, 
Ciie  temperature  ofthe  atmosphere  became  reduced  and  that  several  hundreds  uf  thousands  of  spe- 
to  92^  of  the  common  thermometer,  or  to  what  is  cies  remain  to  be  explored  by  the  industry  of 
called  theilreezing  point,  the  water  on  the  surface  future  ages.  For,  by  far  the  greater  |Kirt  of  the 
'of  our  rivers  and  lakes  would  have  been  convert-  vegetab!e  world  still  remains  to  be  sur^fved  by 
«d  into  a  layer  of  ice;  this  layer  would  have  sunk  the  scientific  botanist.  Of  the  numerous  tribes 
Co  tfie  bottom  as  it  froze  ;  another  layer  of  ice  of  ve:;tr;al>le  nature  which  dourish  iu  the  inte- 
wouU  have  been  immediately  produced,  which  rior  uf  Africa  and  America,  in  the  immenso 
would  also  have  sunk  to  the  fi)rmer  layer,  and  so  inlands  of  New  Holland,  New  Guinea,  Borneo, 
oninmiccession,  till,  in  theci-)urseoftime.allo«r  Sumatra,  Java,  Ceylon,  Madagascar,  and 
•rivers  from  the  surface  to  tl»e  bottom,  and  every  Japan ;  in  the  vast  regiotis  of  Tartary,  Thibet, 
other  portioo  of  water,  capable  of  being  froccn,  Siberia,  and  the  Burmoxi  empire ;  in  the  Philip- 
would  have  been  converted  into  solid  masses  of  pines,  the  Moluccas,  the  Ijadronas,  the  Caroli- 
iee,  whid)  all  the  heat  of  summer  could  never  nas,  the  Marquesas,  the  Society,  the  Georgian, 
Imto  melted.  We  should  have  been  deprived  of  and  in  thousands  of  other  islands  which  are  scat- 
most  of  tbe  advantages  we  now  derive  from  the  tered  over  the  indian  and  Pacific  oceans — little  or 
liquid  element,  and,  in  a  sh*irt  time,  the  face  of  notliing  u  known  by  the  naturalists  of  Europe, 
nature  would  have  bcten  transftH'mcd  into  a  frozen  and  yet  it  is  a  fact  which  admits  of  no  dii^pute, 
chaos.  But  in  the  exi:tiing  constitution  of  things,  that  every  country  hitherto  exiilorcd  produces  a 
all  such  dismal  effects  are  prevented,  in  con-  variety  of  species  of  plants  peculiar  to  itsi-lf;  and 
sequence  of  the  Creator  having  subjected  the  those  tlistricls  in  Europe  which  have  been  fre- 
waters  te  a  law  contrary  to  |hat  of  other  fluids,  quenrly  surveyed,  present  to  every  succeeding 
bj  meaaa  of  which  the  frozen  water  swims  upon  explorer  a  new  field  of  investigation,  and  reward 
the  flurCace,  and  prevents  the  cold  from  pene-  bis  industry  with  new  diKcoveries  of  the  beauties 
iralingto  any  great  d«*plh  in  the  subjacent  fluid  ;  and  varieties  of  the  vegetable  kingdom.  It  has 
•nJ  when  the  heal  of  the  atmosphere  is  increased,  been  conjectured  by  some  naturalists,  on  the 
a«  exposed  to  its  genial  influence,  and  is  quickly  ground  of  a  multitude  of  observations,  that 
changed  into  its  former  liquid  state.  How  ad-  <>  there  is  not  a  square  league  of  earth,  but  what 
nirably,  then,  does  this  txeeption  to  the  iicneral  preseu's  some  one  plant  peculiar  to  itself,  or,  at 
law  of  nature  dis|ilay  the  infinite  intelligence  least,  which  thrives  there  better,  or  appears  more 
af  the  Great  Contriver  of  all  things,  and  his  b<*au:iful  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.'* 
providential  care  for  the  comfort  of  his  creiitures,  This  would  make  the  number  of  species  of  vejfe. 
when  he  arranged  and  established  the  economy  tables  to  amount  to  as  many  millions  as  there  are 
«f  nature !  of  square  leagues  oa  llie  surface  of  the  earth. 

V    '  t      f  W  I  Now,  every  one   of  these  species  of  plants 

an  jf  J      au    .  differs  from  another,  in  its  size,  structure,  form, 

As  a  striking  evidence  of  Divine  Intelligence,  flowers,  leaves  fruits,  mode  (if  propagation,  colour, 

wo  may  next  consider  the  immense  van>/y  loAtcA  medicinal  virtues,  nutritious  qualities,  internal 

Ike  Creator  hat  intrtdueed  into  ei>try  department  ves)>eU,  an<l  the  odours  it  exhales.     Thoy  are  of 

efthe  material  world.  all  sizes,  from  the  inicroscofiic  mushroom,  invi- 

In  every  region  on  tlie  surface  of  the  globe,  an  gible  to  the  naked  eye,  to  the  sturdy  oak,  and  'he 

eodleaa  multiplicity  of  objects,  all  difT/ring  from  cedar  of  Lebanon,  and  from  the  slender  willow 

ene  another  in  shape,  colour,  and  motion,  present  to  the  banian    tree,  imder  whose   shade   7000 

themselves  to  the  view  of  the  beholder.     Moun-  persons  may   find   ample  room   to   repose.    A 

tains  eovered  with  forests,  hills  clothed  with  ver-  thousand  different  shades  of  cokHir  distinguish 

dare,  spacious  plains  adorned  with  vineyards,  the  diflierent  species.     Kvery  one  wears  its  pe- 

orchards,  and  waving  grain :  naked  rocks,  abrupt  culiar  livery,  and  is  distingtiishcJ  by  il'^  own  na- 

precipices,  extended  vales,  deep  dells,  meandering  live  hues;  and  many  of  their  inherent  beauties 

rivers^  roaring  cataracts,  brooks  atid  rills ;  lakes  can  be  distinguished  only  by  the  help  of  die  mi- 

andgulfii,  bays  and  promontories,  seas  and  oceans,  croscope.     Some    grow  upright,   others   crenp 

caverns  and  grottoes — meet  the  eye  of  the  student  alcmg  in  a  serpentine  form.    Some  flourish  for 

oTNalure,  in  every  country,  with  a  vai  iety  which  ages,  others  wither  and  decay  in  a  few  months ; 

is  ax  once  beautiful  and  majestic.     Nothing  can  some  spring  up  in  moist,  others  in  dry  soils  \ 

exceed  the  variety   of  the  vegetable  htngdomy  some  turn  towards  the  sun,  others  shrink  and 
which  pervades  all  climates,  and  almost  every 

portioo  ofihe  dry  land,  and  of  the  bed  of  the  ocean.  .  j^mburgh  Philosophical  JouniaL  My.  im 
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contract  when  we  Approach  to  touch  ihvm.  Not 
only  are  the  dilTerenl  iipeck'S  of  plaii-)«  aiul 
flowers  (Jistingui«>iieJ  from  eairh  o:h«rr,  hy  tlitrir 
diirerent  pjrmt,  but  even  ihediflTiTrni  iniii\hii-al:t 
of  ih*;  wame  species.  In  a  b<rd  k>{  tiilipit  itr  rar- 
miions,  fi>r  example,  there  is  scarcrl}  a  Hnutr 
in  which  some  ditfcivnce  mav  not  Ur  tibs*Tved 
in  its  structure,  size,  or  assrniblage  of  cnUiurs ; 
nor  can  any  two  flowers  be  fiHJnd  in  which  the 
shape  and  shades  are  exactly  similar.  Of  all  the 
hundred  thousand  millions  df  plants,  trees,  htribt, 
and  flowers,  with  which  otir  ^\*t\>e  is  variu^ated, 
there  are  not,  perhaps,  two  ijtdividuals  precisely 
alike,  in  every  point  of  view  in  which  ihey  may 
be  cnntem|ilatr«i ;  yea,  there  is  u<it,  fierhapn,  a 
■ingle  leaf  in  the  forest,  when  miiHitely  examin- 
ed, that  will  not  be  found  to  diflVr,  in  certain 
aspects,  from  its  fellows.  Such  is  tlie  wonderful 
and  infinite  diversity  with  whidi  the  Creator  has 
adorned  the  vegetable  kingdom. 

His  wisdom  is  also  evidently  displayed  in  thi< 
vast  profusion  of  vegetable  nature — in  aila|)ting 
each  plant  to  the  toil  and  situation  in  %\hich  it 
is  destined  to  flourish — in  furnisliini;  it  with  ihneie 
vessels  by  which  it  absorbs  I  he  air  and  nMiisliire 
on  which  it  feeds — and  in  adapting  it  to  the  na- 
ture and  necftsities  of  animated  l»einjr)^  As  the 
earth  teems  with  animated  existence,  Hnd  as  the 
different  tribes  of  animals  de{)end  chiefly  on  the 
productions  of  the  vegetable  kingdom  fur  their 
subsistence,  so  there  is  an  ab<indajice  and  a  va- 
riety of  plants  adapted  to  the  peculiar  constitutions 
of  every  individual  species.  This  circumstance 
demonstrates,  ^hat  there  is  a  procontrived  rela- 
tion and  fitness  between  the  internal  conMUution 
of  the  animal,  and  the  nature  nf  the  pltmtx  whirh 
afford  it  mxirishmcnt ;  and^hows  us,  thai  the  ani* 
mal  and  vegetable  kingfloms  are  the  wirkmansliip 
of  9ne  and  the  same  Almighty  lieing,  and  that, 
in  his  arrangements  wiih  regard  luthe  one,  he  had 
in  view  the  necessities  of  the  other. 

When  wo  direct  our  attention  to  the  tribes  of 
animated  ncUure^  we  behold  a  scene  no  li^jis  va* 
riegalcd  and  astonishing.  Above  fifry  thousand 
species  of  animals  have  been  detected  and  de- 
scribed by  naturalists,  besides  several  thousands 
of  species  which  the  naked  eye  cannot  discern, 
and  which  people  the  invisible  regions  of  the 
waters  and  the  air.  And,  as  the  greater  part  of 
the  globe  has  never  yet  been  thoroughly  expl'ir- 
ed,  several  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  species 
unknown  to  the  scientific  world  may  exist  in  the 
depths  of  the  ocean,  and  in  the  unexplonid  regions 
of  the  land.  All  these  species  differ  from  one 
another  in  colour,  size,  and  shape ;  in  the  inter- 
nal structure  of  cheir  bodies,  in  the  number  of 
their  sensitive  organs,  limbs,  feet,  joints,  claws, 
wings,  and  fins  ;  in  their  dispositions,  faculties, 
Borements,  and  modes  of  subsistence.  They 
are  of  all  sizes,  from  the  mite  and  the  gnat,  up  to 
the  elephant  and  the  whale,  and  trom  the  roite 


downnanis  to  thn^e  invisible  anifnalculr,  a  bg» 
drrJ  lill•u^•ud  uf  wi  icii  wruiid  not  e«,iiai  m  fn* 
of  >aiiil.  ^^••nle  fly  through  ihe  a*ii.o»'pherc,»«< 
giiue  liimti'ih  the  wmiei9.  <»thtrn»  iravtrsr  ihi-kui 
land.  iSitbte  waik  on  tw«t,  M>nie  (4)  (iiir.  m-us 
ou  twenty,  and  soiite  on  a  huuiZi e«i  fe«i.  :^«« 
liave  eyes  furnished  wi:h  two,  some  with'  rifW, 
some  with  a  hundred,  and  soine  with  ri|k 
thousand  ^ictinct  iran»pareiii  gioltee,  Uk  the  (M^ 
pose  (/  vision.* 

Our  bstoni-hiiienl  at  the  variety  which  a|<f)«Vf 
in  the  antmsi  kingdom  is  »ii.i  fiir:ht-r  incits»ed 
when  we  c<>nj>ider  ikk  only  the  diversitic-s  wbidk 
are  apiMrmi  in  ilieir  extemal  a«|>rct,  bat  ah«ic 
their  internal  structure  anu  organizatiuo.  WL<a 
we  reflect  on  the  thousands  of  move irenis,adjei^ 
ments,  adaptaiii>n«,  and  coin{;ensalioiis,  uludl 
are  requisite  in  order  to  lie  coiistnictioo  of  u 
animal  system,  fiw  enabling  it  to  pvifotm  its  is* 
tended  functions; — when  wti  ocnvidcr,  ihateiffy 
species  of  animals  has  a  sys'em  of  organitatioa 
fK'culiar  to  itself,  consisting  of  bonrsc,  joint*,  blood- 
vessels, anil  uiii'^culau'  motions,  didVring  ia  a 
variety  of  rei>pects  from  tlni^e  i>f  anv  iil  er<]ie- 
cies,  und  exnrily  adapted  to  its  v>irii.iiis  ii«t-»i- 
tifs  and  nnxitx  (/  existence  :  and  wi  <>n  «e  roiH 
sider.  still  fartlifr.  the  incoinprchen»iil«ly  delirair 
cnnirivances,  and  exquiMic  bnrinpi.  ptJifikiacv, 
cUspin::*,  and  adaptat inns,  which  entiT  intotiv 
organization  cf  an  animated  being  tin  iLmbsai! 


•  The  ftffa  of  tieetles,  silkworms,  flies,  and  le- 
vcral  other  klntU  of  tii«>rrt«.  ;»re  nnrrii?  the  mt* 
curious  ami  womlerful  T>rpilii(tionM>f  the  (kxt  cf 
N:tturc.  On  ttie  liciul  of  ».  (iy  are  two  Uree  ft^ 
intH.'ninre5.  one  nil  e.u  !i  y'uW  :  t!.«*itf  rfnt^'Tituir  :r« 
nrjnn"*  of  viMon.  'n.«»  wl.ole  MJif-i'i  «f  M.<-<  vr^ 
Tutierances  Is  covere>l  with  a  niuliiiutle  of  •uubl 
henii.*|>li«'reJ'  pl.iiHl  with  the  utiiiui-t  ni'ul.iriTy, in 
roviji.  rriiKs.nir  enrh  cth-r  In  a  kind  of  :.,!»|i* 
work.  Tli»<e  litMe  heniisji>icrr«t  h:iv»- 1  ii  ],  ..f  i;  f-n-i 
minute  tmn:>;):ireni  roii\cx  kns  in  the  niuLlV.  tark 
of  \^liicl>  has  .1  ilistuiri  t>raiit  ti  i^f  tin.  « ]«(ir  ovni 
mlnl:<tfrn«.:  to  It:  S4)ihat  the  ilitferrnt  l*iir«-»  iiJf 
t>e  rcinslilereil  as  ."o  m:my  ctistinct  eytji.  Mr.  Lif* 
wenhoi'k  i ourilcil  63j(>  in  ti.t:  two  ejt-v  r.f  a  f.lt;- 
woiii),  wliMi  III  il.H^ffj/  sl;ito  ;  3!S0  In  tnrhcye  iT t*e 
beetle  :  aiiil  HOOO  In  the  two  vyvn  of  a  iimiHvnJif. 
Mr.  H(H)k  reckoned  14,000  in  tlie  e>-ej<  of  a  tn.M 
Jttj ;  aiitl.  in  one  of  the  eyes  uf  n  dragtm  /y  tbert 
havelK-en  rtTk«)nnl  IS.SOO  of  these  lenses,  ami.  c*«- 
pcniiently,  in  tioth  eyes, 27.000. e\'ery  one  of  «hirh 
iH  i-a|Kilil<>  of  foimins  a  distiiict  imafcof  an>'  otrrcl, 
In  the  s;iDiC  niiiiui'T  as  a  couiukhi  convex  g\si*i.  *o 
that  there  are  27.000  imafcs  fonmil  on  the  rrliM 
of  this  Ilttlo  animal.  Mr.  Leeiiwenhoek  hancf 
prepareil  the  e>e  of  a  fly  for  the  iiuqioke.  |»iacfd 
it  a  Utile  farther  from  h)i»  iiiirroi*roiie  than  abri 
he  woiili'  examine  juj  ohnrt.  ito  .in  to  Icsre aprnrtr 
IiKal  (Imianre  lietwecn  it  ami  the  lens  of  hisniHn)- 
B(  oiie  ;  aiitt  then  loukett  ihruiiph  hotJi,  in  the  nwnMi 
of  a  tehs("o\»e. at  the  .steeple  of  the  chur»h,  «IJtk 
was  29j»  i*-v\  hiirh.  ami  'hff  f*H»t  itiMint.  and  cmiM 
plainly  ?te  thnnich  evcr>'  Uttle  leu.^  the  *hif< 
steeple  invcitnl,  «l»»Mch  ii»)t  l.irevr  tl^an  thrvtiot 
of  a  flne  iH'ciUe:  and  then  diiectln;:  It  lo  a  iKiib- 
tiounna  hou5e.  ^aw  throiiirh  many  of  thefte  little 
hcmitsphcn;?.  not  only  the  front  of  the  howie.but  sUO 
tbedonpt  and  windows,  and  coubl  discern  disuxttj 
whether  the  windows  were  open  or  shut.  Snchsa 
exquisite  piece  of  Divine  mechanism  tianaccr 4s al 
human  comprehension. 
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timM  kfli  than  a  mite  ;  and  that  the  different  view  to  the  vegetable  or  the  animal  tribes,  to  il:e 
apeciei  of  thoae  animals  are  likewise  all  differ-  atmoaphere,  the  ocean,  the  rooiiniains,  the  plains, 
muXj  organized  fit>m  one  another, — we  cannot  or  the  subterranean  rucesvesuf  the  gUibe,  we  he- 
bat  be  struck  with  reverence  and  aittonifthment,  at  hold  a  Rcene  of  beauty,  order,  and  variety,  which 
tbe  luUltigence  of  that  Incomprehensible  Being  aj»tonii»hes  and  enraptures  the  cunu-niplative 
wfao  arranged  the  organs  of  all  the  tribes  of  ani-  mind,  and  constrainii  us  to  join  in  the  devout  ex- 
mated  nature, who  '*  breathed  into themthe  breath  clamaiions  of  the  Psalmist,  "  How  mafiifoUt  are 
of  life,'*  and  who  continually  upholds  them  in  all  th^  workt,  O  Lord  !  In  wisdom  hast  thou  made 
ihtir  movements !  them  all,  the  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches  ;  su  i»  tlio 

Ccuki  we  descend  info  the  subterraneous  apart-  great  and  wide  sea.  wherein  are  fhmgs  i:rc<;put^r, 

menta  of  the  globe,  and  penetrate  into  those  un-  innumerable,  both  small  and  great  beasts." 

known  recesses  which  lie  towards  its  centre,  we  This  countlem  varietjf  ofohjecid  which  appears 

abould,  doubtless,  behold  a  variegated  scene  of  throughout   every  department  of  our  Miblunary 

wonders,  even  in  those  dark  and  impenetrable  re-  system,  itot  only  di^iplays  the  depths  of  Divme  wis- 

giona.  But  all  the  labour  and  industry  of  man  have  dom,  but  also  presents  us  with  a  faint  idt*  a  of  ilie 

not  hitherto  enabled  him  to  penetrate  farther  in-  infinity  of  the  Creator,  and  of  the  immcnae  muh' 

to  the  bowels  of  the  earth  than  the  six  thousandth  tipUcity  of  ide<u  and  eoneeptioru  which  must  have 

part  of  ita  diameter  ;  ao  that  we  must  remiiin  for  existed  in  the  Eternal  Mind,  when  tlie  fabric  of 

over  ignorant  of  the  immense  caverns  and  masses  our  globe,  and  it;*  numerous  tribes  of  inhubiiauts, 

of  matter  that  may  exist,  and  of  the  processes  were  arranged  and  brought  into  existence.     Ami, 

that  may  be  going  on,  about  its  central  regions,  if  every  other  world  which  floats  in  the  immen- 

In   those  regions,  however,   near  the  surface,  sity  of  space  be  diversified  with  a  similar  varie- 

whidi  lie  within  the  sphere  of  human  inspection,  ty  of  existence,  altcneiher  ditfeiem  from  ours,  (as 

we  perceive  a  variety  analogous  to  that  which  we  have  reason  to  believe,  from  the  variety  we 

is  displayed  in  the  other  departments  of  nature,  already  perceive,  and  from  the  boundlens  plans 

Here  we  find  substances  of  various  kinds  formed  and  conceptions  of  the  Creator.)  the  human  niiriil 

into  strata,  or  layers,  nf  different  depths— earths,  is  lost  and  confounded,  when  it  attempts  to  form 

miid,  gravel,  marl,  clay,   sandstone,  freestone,  n n  idea  of  tho^e  endlessly  diversified  plans,  con- 

marfale,  limestone,  fossils,  coals,  peat,  and  sinii-  ceptions,  and  views,  which  must  have  exiKi«(l 

lar  materials.     In  these  strata  are  found  metals  during  an  eternity  past,  in  the   Divine   niin<l. 

and  minerals  of  various  descriptions — salt,  nitrate  When  we  would  attempt  to  enter  into  the  con- 

of  potash,  ammonia,  sulphur,  bitumen,  platina,  ception  of  so  vast  and  varied  operations,  we  fet* I 

gold,  silver,  mercury,  iron,  lead,  (in,copt>er,zinc,  our  own  littleness,  and  the  narrow  limits  of  our 

nidcel,  manganese,  cobalt,  antimony,  the  dia-  feeble  powers,  and  ran  only  exclaim,  with  the 

mond,  rubies,  mpphires,  jaspers,  emeralds,  and  a  Apostle  Paul,  **  Oh  the  depth  of  the  richer  hoih 

eoimtless  variety  of  other  substances,  of  inealcu-  of  the  wisdom  and  knowledge  of  God  !  how  un- 

lable  benefit  to  mankind.     Some  of  these  sub-  searchable  are  his  coitnsels,  and  his  ways  of  crea- 

stances  are  so  essentially  requisite  for  the  comfort  tion  and  providence  past  finding  out.** 

of  man,  that,  without  them,  he  wouM  soon  dcge-  This  characteristic  of  variety,  which  is  stanip- 

■erafe  into  the  savage  state,  and  be  deprived  of  all  ed  on  all  the  works  of  Omnipotence,  is  tlonhileds 

tboseartswhichextendhisknowledge,  and  which  intended   to  gratify   the  principle  of  curiosity 

cbeer  and  erobeilish  the  abodes  of  civilized  life,  and  the  k>ve  of  novelty,  which  are  implanted  in 

If  we  turn  our  eyes  upward  to  the  regions  of  the  human  breast ;  and  thus   to  excite    ratiiwml 

the  atmosphere,  we  may  also  behold  a  spectacle  beings  to  the  study  and  investigation  of  the  works 

of  rariegated  magnificence.    Sometimes  the  sky  of  the  Creator ;  that  therein  they  may  behold  the 

is  covered  with  sable  clouds,  or  obscured  with  glory  of  the  Divine  character,  and  be  stiniulaird 

mists  ;  at  other  times  it  is  tinged  with  a  variety  to  the  exercise  of  love,  admiration,  and  reve- 

efhoes,  by  the  rays  of  the  rising  or  the  settingaun.  runce.     For  as  the  reoHtis  of  revelation,  and  the 

Sonetimes  it  presents  a  pure  azure,  at  other  time^  dispensations  of  providence,  displuy  to  us   the 

it  is  dirersified  with  strata  of  dappled  clouds.    At  various  aspects  of  the  moral  character  of  Deity, 

one  time  we  bebdd  the  rainbow  rearing  its  nui-  so,  the  diversified  phenomena,  and  the  multipli- 

jestic  arch,  adorned  with  all  the  colours  of  light ;  city  of  objects  and  operations  which  the  scenery 

at  another,  the  Aurora  Borealis  illuminating  the  of  nature  exhibits,  present  to  us  a  specimen  of  the 

sky  with   ita  fantastic  coruscations.      At  one  ic/eos,  as  it  were,  of  the  Eternal  Mind,  in  so  fnr 

time  If ebehoU  the  fiery  meteor  sweeping  through  as  they  can  be  adumbrated  by  material  objects, 

the  air  ;  at  another,  we   perceive  the  forked  and  exhibited  to  mortals,  through  the  medium  of 

li^tning  dartuig  from  the  ck)uds,  and  hear  the  corporeal  organs. 

ttanders  rolling  through  the  sky.   Sometimes  the  To  convoy  an  adequate  conception  of  the  nuM' 

'vault  of  heaven  appears  like  a  bouiKlless  desert,  ber  of  these  ideas,  as  exhibited  on  the  globe  in 

and  at  other  times  adorned  with  an  innumerable  which  we  live,  would  baffle  the  arithmetician's 

boot  of  stars,  and  with  the  moon  "  walking  in  idcill,  and  set   his   numbers  at  defiance.     We 

bilgyitnim*    !•  abort,  whether  we  direct  our  may,  however,  amist  our  conceptioai  a  little,  by 
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confining  our  attention  to  one  department  of  na-  assistances  to  direct  his  concrptions  of  Uie  Cf^ 

lure ;  for  example,  the  Aniual  Kingdom.  The  ator.     Pride,  and  false  ronceptioos  of  the  aitm 

number  of  the  (Jitfercnl  species  of  animals,  taking  and  design  of  tnie  religion.  frequenllT  lie  it  tlv 

into  account  those  \^hich  are  hitherto  undi$co-  f  jundation  of  all  that  indifference  aiod  nrgka 

vered,  and  thwe  whicli  are  invisible  to  the  naked  with  which  the  visible  works  of  God  are  trcsl^ 

eye,  cannot  bo  estimated  at  less  than  300,000.  by  those  who  make  preteosioos  to  a  liij>h  c»> 

In  a  human  body  there  are  reckoned  about  446  gree  of  spiritual  at  aiiimcnfs.     The  tnilv  piooi 

muscles,  in  eacii  of  which  according  to  anatomists,  man  will  trace,  wiih  woiiiirr  and  delight,  th«  CoB- 

therc  are  at  least  10  several  intentions,  or  due  steps  of  his  Father    and  his    God,  wberrrfr 

qualifications  to  be  observed — its  proper  figure,  tiiey  appear  in  the  variceated  frCerHs  of  crea'.ieB 

its  just  mannirude,  the   ri>:ht  disposition  of  its  around  htm,  and  will  be  tilled  with  surruw,  mi 

several  ends,  upper  and  lower,  the  position  of  the  contrition  of  heart,  tiiat,  amidst  hie  eicursioosMi 

whole,  the  insertion  of  its  proper  nerves,  veins,  ii<jlilary  walks,  he  has  so  oftrn  disrpgarded^Ae 

arteries,  &c.  to  that  in  the  muscular  systrm  alone  works  of  the  Lord,  and  the  o(>eration  ofhisbaiida* 
there  are  4,460  several  ends  or  aims  to  be  attend-         In  fine,  the  variety  w  liich  appears  oo  thefita 

«d  to.     The  bones  are  reckoned  to  be  in  number  of  nature,  not  only  enlarges  our  conceptions  of  I»> 

about  245,  and  the  distinct  sco|>e8  or  intentions  finite  Wisdom,  but  is  alpothe  ibocdatioo  of  al 

of  each  of  these  are  above  40 ;  in  all,  aboqt  9,800 ;  our  discriminations  and  judgments  as  raiioul 

to  that  the  system  of  bones  and  muscles  alone,  beings,  and  is  of  the  rumI  essential  utility  ialiM 

without  taking  any  other  parts  mio  consideration,  affairs  of  human  society.     Such  is  the  varietj 

amounts  to  about  14,000  different  intentions  or  of  which  the  features  of  the  human  oountetrfoiee 

adaptations.     If  now,  we  suppose,  that  all  Ute  are  susceptible,  tliat  it  is  probable  that  no  two  ia* 

species  of  animaU  above  stated  are  differently  dividuals,  of  all  the  millions  cf  the  race  of  Aim 

constructed,  and,  :aken  one  wii^i  anotiier,  contain  tliat  have   existed   since  the  beoinning  of  tiflw, 

at  an  average  a  system  uf  bont^s  and  muscles  as  would  be  found  to  resen.ble  each  other.    ^Ve 

numerous  as  in  the  human  body — tlie  number  of  know  no  two  human  b<*inga  presently  existicfi 

Sfiecies  must  be  multiplied  by  the  number  of  dif-  however  -similar  to  each  other,  but  may  be  uu» 

fvrent  aims  or  adaptations,  and  the  product  Will  tinguished  either  by  their  statitre,  tlieir  fana, 

amount  to  4,200,000,000.     If  we  were  next  to  at-  or  the  features  of  their  faces  ;  and  on  the  grouud 

tend  to  the  many  thousands  of  blood  vessels  inan^  of  this  di:»imilarity,  the  various  wheels  of  tba 

animal  body,  and  the  numerous  ligaments,  mem-  machine  of  society  move  onward,  without  chib> 

branes,  humours,  and  fiuid.«  of  various  descriptions  ing  or  confusion.     Had  it  Lecn  otherwia^-Ui 

— ihe  skin,  with  its  millions  of  pores,  and  every  the  ^ces  of  men  and  their  or^'ans  of  speech  btta 

other  part  of  an  organical  vystem,  with  the  aims  cast  exactly  in  the  same  mould,  as  wooM  ban 

and  intf>ntious  of  each,  we  should  have  another  sum  been  the  case,  had  the  world  been  frained  80curd> 

of  many  hundreds  of  millions  to  be  multiplied  by  ing  to  the  Epicurean  system,  by  blind  chasa 

the  former  product,  in  order  to  express  the  diver-  directing  a  concouriie  of  a'onis,  it  might  lure 

sifitd  ideas  %vhich  enter  into  the  cohsiruciion  of  been  as  ditTicuh  to  dicitin^^uiith  one  hnmsncous- 

the  animnl  world.     And,  if  we  still  farther  coti-  tenancc  from  another,  as  to  disiinfiuish  tlie^ 

sider,  that  of  the  hundreds  nf  millions  of  indi-  laid  liy  the  same  hen,  or  the  drops  cif  waterahidi 

viduals  belonging  to  each  species,  no  two  indi-  trickle  from  the  same  orifice  ;  and  consequcnilj, 

viduals  exactly  resemble  each  other — that  all  the  society  would  have  been  ihrnwn  into  a  state  of 

myriads  of  vegetables  with  %%hicli  the   earth   is  universal  anarchy  and  ronfn^ion.   Fri<  luJs  wuuld 

covered,  are  distinguished  from  each  other,  by  not  have  been  didtinguislied  from  eneniicjsvillaiBi 

some  one  characteristic  or  another,  and  that  every  from  the  good  and  honest,  fathers  from  sons,  the 

grain  of  sand  contained  in  the  mountains,  and  in  culprit  from  the  imiucent  person,  nor  the  branchci 

tile  bed  of  the  c>cean,  as  shown  by  the  microscope,  <«f  the  same  family  from  one  another.   And  u  bat  i 

discovers  a  different  form  and  configuration  from  scene  of  perpetual  confusion   and    dislurbaocs 

another— we  are  here  presented  with  an  image  would  thus  have  been  created!     Frauds,  thefts, 

of  the  infinity  of  the  conceptions  of  Him  in  whose  robberies,  murders,  assassinations,  forgeries,  lad 

incomprehensible  mind  they  all  existed,  during  injustice  of  all  kinds,  might  have  been  daily  ctsa- 

countless  ages,  before  the  universe  was  formed.  milted  without  the  least  possibility  of  detection. 

To  overlook  this  amazing  scene  of  Divine  In-  Nay,  were  even  the  variety  of  tones  in  the  U» 

telligence,  or  to  consiJer  it  as  beneath  our  notice  man  voice,  peculiar  to  each  [lerson,  to  cra«*,  ai»^ 

as  some  have  done — if  it  be  not  the  characteristic  the  handwriting  of  all  men  to  become  ptifrct'y 

of  impiety,  is,  at  least,  the  mark  of  a  weak  and  uniform,  a  multitude  of  distressing  dcccptimvani 

undiscriininaiing   mind.     The  man  who  disre-  perplexities  would  be  produced  in  the  dtmieaiic, 

gards  the  visible  displays  of  Infinite  Wisdom,  civil,  and  commercial  transactions  of  roaiikiid. 

or  who  neglects  to  investigate  them,  when  op-  But  the  All-wise  and  Beneficent  Creator  has  pt^ 

portunity  offers,  acts  as  if  he  considered  himself  vented  all  such  evils  and  inconveniences,  by  the 

already  possessed  of  a  sufficient  portion  of  in-  character  of  vaaiety  which  he  has  impresed  «■ 

uUgcoee,  mud  Hood  in  no  need  of  leuible  Che  humioapeciee;  and  oo  mil  hia  works.  By  ike 
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liar  features  of  his  countenance  erery  man  displayt  so  erident  marks  of  beauty  and  bonevo- 
be  disiinguished  in  the  light;  by  the  tones  lent  design,  now  that  it  is  inhabited  by  an  assem- 
s  voice  he  maybe  recognized  in  the  dark,  blage  of  depraved  intelligences,  and  its  physical 
ben  he  is  separated  from  his  fellows  by  an  aspect  deformed,  in  oonsoquence  of  "  the  wicked- 
oetrable  partition  ;  and  his  handwriting  can  ne»  of  man" — what  transporting  beauties  and 
t  bb  existence  and  individuality,  when  con-  sublimities  must  ii  have  presented,  when  it  ap- 
Its  and  oceans  interpose  between  him  and  his  peared  fi>esh  from  the  hand  of  its  Almighty  Ma- 
ions,  and  be  a  witness  of  his  sentiments  and  ker,  and  when  all  things  were  pronounced  by  him 
OSes  to  future  generations.  to  be  very  good  ?  After  a  deluge  of  waters  has 
—  ■  swept  away  many  of  its  |>rimeval  beauties,  and  has 
lus,  I  have  taken  a  very  cursory  view  of  broken  and  deranged  even  its  subterraneous  strata, 
I  evidences  of  Divine  Wisdom,  which  a|>-  this  terrestrial  world  still  presents  to  the  eye  a 
in  the  general  constitution  of  the  •arth^  tbe  striking  scene  of  beauty,  order,  and  beneficence, 
rs,  and  the  ofmospAsre,  and  in  the  charao-  But  we  have  the  strongest  reason  to  believe,  that 
Lie  of  oorisfy,  which  is  impressed  on  all  the  before  sin  had  disfigured  the  aspect  of  this  lower 
4s  of  the  visible  creation.  When  these  and  world,  all  was  "  beauty  to  the  eye,  and  music  to 
'  admirable  arrangements,  in  our  sublunary  tbe  ear*' — that  "  immortality  breathed  in  the 
m,  are  seriously  contemplated,  every  ratio-  winds,  flowed  in  the  rivers,"  and  exhaled  from 
ad  pious  mind  will  be  disposed  to  exclaim  every  plant  and  flower.    No  storms  disturbed  tho 

the  Psalmist — "  There  is  none  like  unto  tranquillity  of  nature,  nor  created  the  least  alarm 

O  Lord,  neither  are  there  any  works  like  in  the  breasts  of  its  holy  inhabitants.    No  earlb- 

thy  works." — ^*  Thou  art  great,  and  dost  quakes  shook  the  ground,  nor  rent  the  foundations 

Irons  things,  thou  art  God   alone." — "  O  of  nature.    No  volcanoes  vomited  their  rivers  of 

men  would  praise  the  Lord  for  his  good-  lava,  nor  overwhelmed  the  plains  with  deluges  of 

and  for  his  wonderful  works  towards  the  6re.    No  barren  deserts  of  heath  and  sand  dis- 

ren  of  men !"  figured  the  rich  landscape  of  the  world— no  tem- 

lien  we  consider  not  only  the  vtiUtyj  bat  the  pests  nor  hurricanes  tossed  the  ocean,  nor  scorch- 

!y  and  grandeur  of  the  wise  arrangements  ing  heats,  nor  piercing  colds,  nor  pestilence,  nor 

iture,  what  reason  have  we  to  admire  and  disease,  annoyed  the  human  frame.    In  the  pa<* 

)  the  goodness  of  the  great  Author  of  our  radisaical  state  of  the  world,  we  may  reasonahly 

ence !    Were  all  the  diversities  of  shape  and  suppose,  that  ail  the  elements  of  nature  eontri- 

ir,ofmountainsand  vales,  of  rivers  and  lakes,  buted  directly  to  the  pleasure  and  enjoyment  of 

hi  and  shade,  which  now  embellish  the  vsp  man,  and  of  the  other  trib<M  of  animated  nature ; 

kndscapes  of  the  world,  to  disappear,  and  and  that  they  were  not  subjected,  as  they  now 

one  imvaried  scene  perpetually  to  present  it-  are,  to  the  operation  of  those  natural  agents  which 

>tbe  eye,  how  dull  aiid  wearisome,  and  unin-  so  frequently  spread  destruction  and  ruin  among 

ting,  would  the  aspect  of  the  universe  appear  the  abodes  of  men.    To  suppose  the  contrary  to 

intelligent  mind !  Although  the  variegated  have  happened,  would  be  inconsistent  with  the 

lies  which  adorn  the  surface  of  our  ^obo,  state  of  pure  and  happy  intelligences,  and  with 

ho  vault  of  heaven,  are  not  essential  to  our  the  benignity  of  the  Creator  ;  and  would  imply, 

snce,  as  sensitive  beings,  yet,  were  they  that  G^od  was  either  unwilling  or  unable  to  re- 

letely  withdrawn,  and  nothing  presented  to  move  such  physical  evils.    But  we  cannot  sup- 

jre  but  a  boundless  expanse  of  barren  sands,  pose  it  beyond  the  limits  of  Infinite  Wisdom  and 

nind  wouM  recoil  upon  itself,  its  activity  Omnipotence,  to  create  and  arrange  a  world  en- 

I  be  destroyed,  its  powers  would  be  confin-  tirely  free  from  those  evils  and  inconveniences 

I  it  were,  to  a  prison,  and  it  woukl  roam  which  now  flow  from  the  operation  of  certain  phy- 

jn  amidst  the  surrounding  waste,  in  search  sical  agents;  without, at  the  same  time,  supposing 

joyment.     Even  the  luxuries  of  a  palace,  that    his  power  and  intelligence  are  confined 

it  possible  to  procure  them  amidst  such  within  certain  bounds,  beyond  which  they  cannot 

me  of  desolation,  would  become  stale  and  pass.     And,  therefore,  if,  in  the  existing  consti- 

id,  and  would  leave  the  rational  soul,  almost  tution  of  things,  the  harmony  of  nature  is  occa- 

:ate  of  ideas  and  of  mental  energy,  to  the  sionally  disturbed,  and  its  beauty  defaced,  by 

Knn  round  of  a  cheerless  existence.    But  earthquakes,  storms,  and  tempests— we  must  re- 

I  actual  state  of  the  world  we  live  in,  there  member,  that  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth  are  now 

landscape  in  nature,  from  the  icebergs  of  a  depraved  race  of  mortals,  no  longer  adorned 

aland  to  the  verdant  scenes  of  the  torrid  with  primeval  purity  and  innocence ;  and  that  the 

in  which  objects,  either  of  sublimity  or  of  ph3rsical  economy  of  our  globe  has  undergone  a 
y,  in  boundless  variety,  are  not  presented  certain  derangement,  corresponding  to  the  moral 
)  view;  in  order  to  stimulate  the  mind  to  stole  of  its  present  occupants.  But  since  this 
tj,  to  gratify  its  desire  of  novelty,  and  to  earth,  even  in  its  present  state  of  degradation  and 
Le  its  conceptions  of  the  Beneficent  Creator,  derangement,  presents  to  the  view  of  every  bo- 
dy if  Um  fnma/L  constitution  of  our  world  hokier  so  many  objects  ofbeanty  and  magnificence, 
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and  to  numerous  traces  of  Divine  B«ie6cenc^—  with  that  part  of  the  eye  termed  trig.    Then 

we  may  reasonably  conclude,  that  scenes  of  Di-  is  an  opaque  membrane  like  the  choroid«s,h« 

▼ine  Wisdom  and  Goodness,  far  more  glorious  ofditferent  colours  in  difierent  eyes,  as  gray,  bUk. 

and   transporting,   must  be  displayed  in  those  or  hazel.    It  is  composed  of  two  sets  of  nnsedbr 

worlds  where  moral  evil  has  never  shed  its  ma-  fibres,  the  one  o(  a  circular  (brm,  which  coomai 

lign  influence,  and  where  the  inhabitants— «upo-  the  hole  in  the  middle,  called  the  pttpUi  vfaea  Jm 

rior  to  disease  and  death — bask  for  ever  in  the  light  is  too  strong  fur  the  eye ;  and  the  other,  d 

regions  of  immortality.    And,  therefore,  however  radial  fibres,  tends  every  v^here  frcun  the 

admirable  the  displays  of  Divine  Wisdom  may  ierenceoftlie  iris  tovvards  the  middle  U'the[ 

appear  in  the  sublunary  scene  around  us,  they  which  fibres,  by  their  contractions,  dilate 

must  be  considered  as  inferior  to  those  which  are  enlarge  the  pupil,  when  the  light  is  weak,  ioa^ 

exhibited  in  many  other  provinces  of  Jehovah's  der  to  let  in  more  of  its  rmys.     The  third  enat  9 

empire,  in  so  &r  as  they  are  blend<rd  with  those  called  the  rttina,  upon    which   are  painied  da 

physical  derangements  which  indicate  his  di»-  images  of  all  visible  objects,  by  the  rays  of  fifjht 

pleasure  against  the  sins  uf  men.  which  flow  from  ihem.     It  spreads  likenei^mik 

all  over  the  inside  of  the  chbroides,  and  is  a^ 

Were  we  now  to  direct  our  attention  to  the  thing  more  than  a  fine   expansion  of  the  ofnt 

mechanism  of  animated  beings,  and  to  consider  nerve ;  by  which  nerve  the  impressions  of  vm> 

Che  numberless  contrivances  and  adaptations  in  bio  objects  are  conveyed  to  the  brain. 
their  organical  structure  and  functions,  a  thou-         The  inside  of  the  globe  of  the  eye,  vrithinthw 

■and  instances  of  exquisite  wisdom  and  design,  tunics  or  coats,  is  filled  with  three  hunKNirs,cald 

atill  more  striking  and  admirable,  would  crowd  the  aqueous,  the  crystalline,  and  the  vineoes. 

upon  our  view.    For,  although  the  general  fiibric  The  aquetnu  humour  lies  at  tlie  fore  part  of  Ai 

nf  the  world,  and  the  immense  variety  of  objects  eye,  and  occupies  all  the  space  between  the  aj> 

it  contains,  are  evident  proofs  of  a  Wise  and  In-  talline  and  the  prominent  cornea.  It  has  the  am 

telligeat  Contriver,  yet  it  is  chiefly  in  the  minute  specific  gravity  and  refractive  power  as  vater,aid 

«od  delicate  contrivances  of  organical  ntructures,  seems  chiefly  of  use  to  prerent  the  crystoHhi 

(heir  adaptation  to  the  purposes  of  life,  motion,  from  being  easily  bruised  by  nibbing,  or  1^  aiibv 

mad  enjoyment,  and  their  relation  and  correspon-  —and  perhaps  it  serves  for  the  crystaniBefansMV 

dence  to  the  surrounding  elements,  that  the  con-  to  move  forward  in,  while  we  view  near  ohjeciii 

■ummate  skill  of  the  Great  Architect  of  nature  and    backward    for    remoter  objects;  wiibetf 

is  most  strikingly  perceived.'  But  as  it  forms  no  which,  or  some  other  mechanism  eflectiag  ih 

part  of  my  present  plan  to  enter  on  so  extensive  same  purpose,  we  eould  not,  according  totk* 

a  field  of  illustration,  on  which  volumes  might  be  laws  of  optics,  perceive  objecUs  distinctly,  itsai 

written,  I  shall  content  myself  with  merely  ita-  placed  at  different  distances.     Behind  the  ■que' 

ting  aa  example  or  two.    My  first  example  shall  ous  lies  the  cryttailine  humour,  which  is  shapd 

be  taken  from  like  a  double  convex  glass,  and  is  a  little  moN 

convex  on  tho  back  than  on  the  fore  part.    Tim 

The  Structure  of  the  Human  Eye,  *»""»?"'' "  transparent  like  cryMal,  is  nearly  of  ibi 

consistence  of  hard  jelly,  and  converges  thenji 

The  eye  is  one  of  the  nicest  pieces  of  mecha-  which  pass  through  it,  from  visible  objects,  toiti 

nism  which  the  human  understanding  can  contem-  focus  at  the  bottom  or  back    part   of  the  ^ 

plate  ;  but  as  it  requires  a  knowledge  of  its  ana-  Xhe  vitrtout  humour  lies  behind  the  crystaEise, 

Comical  structure,  and  of  tlio  prmciples  of  optics,  and  fills  up  the  greatest  part  of  the  orb  of  theeye, 

to  enable  us  to  appreciate  its  admirable  functions,  giving  it  a  globular  shape.     It  is  nearly  of  thecoa* 

I  shall  confine  myself  to  a  few  general  descrip-  sistence  of  the  white  of  an  egg,  and  very  trtit- 

tions  and  remarks.  parent  ;  its  fore  part  is  concave,  for  the  cryitel* 

The  eye  is  neariy  of  a  globular  form.    It  con-  tine  humour  to  lodge  in,  and  its  back  part  beiag 

ffists  chiefly  of  three  coalt,  and  three  humours,  convex,  the  retina  is  spread  over  it.     Itierwi 

The  first  or  outer  coat,  is  termed  iclerotica ;  it  as  a  medium  to  keep  tho  crystalline  humour  aid 

is  every  where  white  and  opaque,  and  is  joined  the  retina  at  due  distance.     From  what  has  so* 

at  its  anterior  edge  to  another  which  has  more  been  stated,  it  is  obvious,  that  the  imagea  cf 

convexity  than  any  other  part  of  the  globe  of  the  external  objects  are  depicted  in  the  retina,  ia  tf 

eye,  and,  being  exceedingly  transparent,  is  call-  inverted  position,  in  the  same  ntanner  u  tb« 

ed  the  cornea.      Those  two  parts  are  perfectly  images  formed  by  a  common  convex  lens ;  bit 

different  in  their  structure,  and  are  supposed,  how  the  mind,  in  this   case,  perceives  ob^ 

by  some  anatomists,  to  be  as  distinct  from  each  erect,  is  a  question,  about  which  the  learned  tsrc 

other  as  the  glass  of  a  watch  is  from  the  case  into  divided  in  their  opinions.'^ 
which  it  is  fixed.     Next  within  this  coat  is  that 
called  the  ehoroiden,  on  accotml  of  its  being  fur-         *  An  Mca  of  the  relative  poHtfons  of  thecartrsal 

Dished  with  a  great  number  of  vessels.  It  serves,  i^CP^'^iJ^u^Jl^rv^,^''^^  ^^^^^^ 

.  -   ^  ,.   .      ...       .,  !•    •  .     J  Simple  Inspection  of  tlie  Plate.  Fie.  6.— fl£.  S,  IS' 

«■  U  were,  for  a  lining  to  tho  ->ther,  and  is  jomed  presents  a  fnmt  vttw  of  the  human  vjt,m  tL^ 
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Tbe  ball  of  the  eye,  as  now  described,  ia  aitu-  conceived,  by  any  one  whose  eyea  hare  alwaya 
■lad  in  a  bony  cavity,  called  its  orbit,  oooiposed  remained  in  a  sound  stale.  We  are  so  much  ac- 
hy the  junction  of  seren  different  bones,  hoi-  customed  to  the  regular  exercise  of  our  visual  or- 
Wmd  out  at  their  edges.  This  cavity  is  in  all  gana,  that  we  seldom  reflect  on  the  numerous 
tl»  vacant  spaces  fiUe«4  with  a  loose  fat,  which  delicate  springs  which  must  be  set  in  action,  be- 
■acTBS  as  a  proper  medium  for  the  eye  to  rest  in,  fore  tho  functions  of  vision  can,  with  ea^e,  bo 
mad  as  a  aocket  in  which  it  may  move.  It  is  performed.  But  were  any  one  of  the  muscular 
■haltered  by  the  eyebrows,  which  are  provided  organs,  now  described,  to  fail  in  its  functions,  we 
with  hair,  to  prevent  the  descending  sweat  of  should  soon  experience  so  many  inconveniences, 
tha  forehead  fit>m  running  down  into  it.  As  a  as  would  throw  a  gloom  on  all  the  other  conifurts 
■tin  fiulher  protection  to  this  delicate  organ,  it  of  life;  and  convince  us,  how  much  we  are  in- 
!■  famished  with  the  eyelid,  which,  like  a  cur-  debted,  every  moment,  to  the  provident  care  and 
tein,  is  drawn  over  it  with  inconceivable  swift-  goodness  of  our  Beneficent  Creator,  for  thousands 
■MS,  lor  its  security,  on  the  approach  of  danger,  of  enjoyments  which  we  seldom  think  of,  and  (or 
It  also  serves  to  wipe  it  from  superfluous  which  we  are  never  sufficiently  grateful. — 
■oiature,  and  to  cover  it  during  sleep.  In  the  ^*  With  nmch  compassion,  as  well  as  astonisb- 
■pper  part  of  its  orbit,  it  is  furnished  with  a  mer.t  at  the  goodness  of  our  loving  Creator,*' says 
gland,  to  supply  it  with  water  sufficient  to  wash  Dr.  Nieuwentyt,"  have  I  considered  the  said  state 
off  dost,  and  to  keep  its  outer  surface  moist,  of  a  certain  gentleman,  who,  as  to  the  rest,  was 
without  which  the  cornea  would  be  less  trans-  in  pretty  good  health,  but  only  wanted  the  use  of 
parent,  and  the  rays  of  light  would  be  disturbed  those  two  little  muscles  that  serve  to  lifl  up  the 
iD  their  passage ;  and  the  auperfluoos  water  is  eyelid,  and  so  had  almost  lost  the  use  of  his  sight 
conveyed  to  the  nose  through  a  perforation  in  --^ing  forced,  as  long  as  this  defect  lasted,  to 
iho  bone.  shove  up  hiseydiids  every  moment,  with  his  own 

For  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  eye  to  move  in  hands."! 

kasocfcet,  tijumudu  are  provided.     These  are  How  admirable,  then,  is  the  formation  of  the 

■dmiraUy  contrived  to  move  it  in  every  direction,  eye,  and  bow  grateful  ought  we  to  feel  at  the  con- 

■pwards  or  downwards,  to  the  right  or  to  the  lefl,  sideration,  that  we  are  permitted  to  enjoy  all  the 

or  in  whatever  direction  the  occasion  may  re-  transportingpleasuresof  vision,  without  the  least 

;  and  thus  we  are  spared  the  trouble  of  perplexity  or  effort  on  our  part!    If  the  loss  of 

our  heads  continually  towards  the  objects  action  in  a  single  muscle  produces  so  many  dis- 

wisb  to  inspect.    If  we  want  to  kxik  upward,  tressing  sensations  and  efforts,  whot  would  be  the 

of  these  muscles  lifts  up  the  orb  <^  the  eye ;  if  consequence  if  all  tho  muscles  of  the  eye  were 

wo  wouU  cast  our  eyes  to  the  ground,  another  wanting  or  deranged  ?    And  is  it  man  that  go- 

■Msde  pulls  them  down.    A  third  muscle  moves  vems  these  nice  and  intricate  movements  ?  or  is 

Iho  gbbe  outwards  towards  the  temples,  and  a  it  the  eye  itself,  as  a  self-directing  machine,  that 

imrthdrawsittowards  the  nose.   'A  fifth,  which  thus  turns  around,  seasonably  and  significantly, 

tUdrn  within  a  cartilaginous  ring,  like  a  cord  towards    every    visible   object?    Man    knows 

■rer  a  puUey,  and  is  fastened  to  the  gk>be  of  the  neither  the  organs  of  vidion,  nor  the  functions 

ojo  in  two  points,  makes  it  roll  about  at  pleasure,  they  ought  to  perform.    Tlw  eye  is  only  an  un- 

A  sixth  lies  under  the  eye,  and  is  designed  to  conscious  machine,  in  the  hands  of  a  Superior 

tooaper  and  restrain,  within  proper  bounds,  the  Intellit^ence,  as  a  watch,  ur  a  steam  engine,  is  in 

■elion  of  the  rest,  to  keep  it  steadily  fixed  on  the  hands  of  a  mechanic.    It  is  Gud  alune  who 

the  obfoct  it  beholds,  and  to  prevent  those  frightful  constancy  performs  its    movements,  aca^rding 

ooatortiotts  w^ich  otherwise  might  take  place,  to  certain  laws,  which  he  has  submitted  to  our 

By  Uiese,  and  a  mtiltitude  of  other  mechanical  inclinations  and  desires  ;  "  for  in  him  wt  live 

oootrivances,  all  acting  in  harmonious  combina-  and  move.'*     Wo  are  dcnrou*  to  see  certain 

tioB,  the  eye,  as  a  natural  telescope  and  micro-  objects  around  us:  this  is  all  the  share  we  have 

ooope,is  made  to  advance,  to  recede,  to  move  to  in  the  operations  of  our  eyes  ;  and  without  per- 

Ibo  right  and  to  the  lefl,  and  in  every  other  direc-  plexing  our  understanding,  without  the  least  care 

lioil ;  and  to  view  near  and  distant  ol^ects  with  or  management,  in  regard  to  any  of  the  functions, 

oqoal  dtstinctnras ;  so  that  a  single  eye,  by  the  we  can,  in  a  few  moments,  take  a  survey  of  the 

owie^  of  positions  it  may  assume,  performs  the  beauties  and  sublimities  of  an  extensive  land- 

oCce  of  a  thousand.*  scape,  and  of  the  glories  of  the  vault  of  heaven. 

The  utility  of  theso  several  movements,  and  Thus,  the  Divine  Being  operates  not  only  in  this, 

the  pein  and  inconvenience  which  would  be  su&  but  in  a  thousand  different  ways,  in  the  various 

fivod,  were  any  of  them  wanting,  can  scarcely  be  senses  and  contrivances  which  belong  to  our  ani- 

in  Its  natural  state,  and  exhibits  the  relaUve  ^  «7««*™  5  "^  ?«»''  ihoughUoss  and  un^te- 


of  the  Cornea^  Iris,  and  PupU.  ful  man  of^en  inquires,  in  the  language  of  doubt 

*  Files  and  other  insects,  whose  eyes  are  im- 
,Me,  have  several  thousands  of  distinct  globM 
eje.    See  note  page  N.  t  Nieuwent7t*8  ReUfkraa  Philospher,  voL  i,  p.  m. 
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•ml  hMiteiioo,  "  Where  ie  God  mj  Maker  7" 

He  is  io  us,  aod  around  us,  directing  erery 
morement  in  our  animal  frame  to  act  in  hannon  j 
with  the  surrounding  elements,  and  to  minister 
to  our  enjoyments ;  and  it  is  only  when  his  ex- 
quisite operations  are  deranged  by  external  vio- 
lence, that  we  feel  inconvenience  or  pain. 

Such  are  only  a  few  general  outlines  of  the 
structure  of  the  eye:  for  no  notice  hat  been 
taken  of  the  numerous  minute  vems,  arteries, 
nenres,  lymphatics,  glands,  and  many  other  par- 
ticulars which  are  connected  with  this  organ. 
But  all  this  delicate  and  complicated  apparatus, 
in  the  structure  of  the  eye,  would  hare  been  of 
no  use  whatever  for  the  purpose  of  vision,  had 
not  a  distinct  substance  been  created  to  act  upon 
it,  exactly  adapted  to  its  nature  and  functions. 
In  order  that  the  eye  might  serve  as  the  medium 
of  our  peroepcioQs  of  visible  objects,  Hght  was 
ibrmed,  and  made  to  travel  from  its  source  at 
the  rate  of  195,000  miles  in  a  second  of  time. 
This  prodigious  velocity  of  light  is,  doubtless,  es- 
sential to  the  nature  of  vision ;  since  it  actually 
exists,  and  since  we  find  that  it  radiates  with  the 
same  swiftness  from  the  most  distant  visible  star, 
as  from  the  sun  which  enlightens  our  system. 
To  abate  the  ibrce  of  this  amating  velocity, 
its  particles  have  been  ibrmed  almost  infinitely 
small — a  circumstance  whidi  alone  prevents  this 
delightful  visitant  from  becoming  the  most  tre- 
mendous and  destructive  element  in  nature.  ]>. 
Nieuwentyt  has  computed,  that,  in  one  second  of 
time,  there  flows  418,660,000,000,000,000,000,- 
000.000,000,000,000,000,000,000*  particles  of 
light  out  of  a  burning  candle,  which  number  ono- 
Uinsat  leaM  6.337,242,000,000  times  the  number 
of  grains  of  sand  in  the  whole  earth,  supposing 
every  cubic  inch  of  the  earth  to  contain  a  million 

0 

of  grains.  It  has  been  justly  remarked,  by  Mr. 
Ferguson  and  other  authors,  that  "  if  the  particles 
of  light  were  so  large,  that  a  million  of  them 
were  equal  in  bulk  to  an  ordinary  grain  of 
sand,  we  durst  no  more  open  our  eyes  to  the 
light,  than  suffer  sand  to  be  shot  point  blank 
against  them,  from  tlie  mouth  (jf  a  cannon."  It 
may  also  be  remarked,  that  the  property  which 
all  bodies  possess,  of  reflecting  light,  is  essen- 
tial to  the  purpose  of  vision,  without  which,  the 
splendid  and  variegated  scene  of  nature  would 
be  clianged  into  a  dreadful  gloom ;  and  were  the 
rays  of  light  of  one  uniform  colour,  and  not  com- 
pounded of  various  hues,  one  object  could  not 
be  distinguished  from  another,  uid  the  beauti- 
ful aspect  of  our  globe  would  instantly  disappear. 
Thus  we  see,  that  the  eye  is  adapted  to  light, 
and  light  to  the  eye;  tjad  in  this  admirablo 
adaptation  the  wisdom  of  the  Creator  is  strikingly 
displayed.  For  light  has  no  effect  upon  the  ear, 
or  upon  any  other  organ  of  sensation  ;  so  as  to 

*  See  Appendix,  No.  V. 


prodnee  a  peroeptioii  of  visttle  obfccts ;  as,  • 

the  other  hand,  the  uoduUitiuos  of  the  air  hsTt  ■ 
cflect  upon  the  eye,  so  as  to  produce  the  ses» 
lion  of  sswuf.  The  eye  did  not  prodoee  tk 
light,  nor  did  the  light  form  the  eye  ;  they  nt 
perfectly  distinct  teem  each  other,  yet  so  aircij 
adapted  in  every  particular,  that  had  asr  oor 
quality  or  circomstance  been  wanting  in  either, 
the  functions  of  viskio  could  not  haTe  bera  pn* 
Ibrmed  in  the  manner  in  which  they  now  nperaie, 
which  strikingly  denMiOstFates,  that  one  aad  tki 
same  Intelligent  Being,  pos<iessed  of  a 
beyond  our  comprehension,  fumed  the 
structure  of  the  eye,  and  endued  the  rays  of  !i(^ 
with  than  properties  of  ooloar,  motion,  and  ■•> 
Doieness,  f^idi  are  cakmlated,  through  the  w^ 
dium  of  this  organ,  to  prodnoe,  m  neaticot  beaf^ 
the  ideas  of  visible  objects.  And.  surely,  Im 
never  intended  that  such  exquisite  skiD  and  eaa> 
trivance  shouk)  be  altogether  overlooked  by  r^ 
tional  beings,  for  whose  pleasure  and  enjoy ■«< 
all  this  benevolent  care  is  eierciaed. 

Maimer  m  which  vimon  i 

Let  US  now  attend  a  little  to  the 
which  vuion  n  performed,  by  the  mediaa  of 
Ught  act'mg  on  the  organs  uT  sight.     If  we  take 
a  common  convex  glass— a  reading  glass  for  »> 
ample— and  hoU   it   at  aome  distance  tram  • 
candle  or  a  window  sash,  placing  a  piece  d 
white  paper  behind  the  glass,  at  the  distaaesaf 
its  focus,  the  image  of  the  candle  or  sash  wO  kt 
painted  on  the  paper,  in  an  inverted  posifioB. 
This  experiment  may  be  performed,  with  a  bcttr 
effect,  by  darkening  a  room,  and  placing  the  coo- 
vex  glass  in  a  hole  cut  out  of  the  window  shorter, 
when  the  rays  of  light  flowing  from  the  objecu 
without,  and  parsing  through  tlie  giass.wiB  fnrsit 
picture  of  the  objects  opposite  the  wintiow,  ootlr 
white  paper,  adorned  with  the  nK»t  beaurifnl  Oh 
lours.    In  a  manner  similar  to  thb,  are  the  imifct 
of  external   objects  depicted    on  the  back  part 
of  the  inner  coat  or  membrane  of  the  eye.    The 
rays  of  tight,  proceeding  in  all  directions,  fnw 
smrounding  objects,  and  falling  on  the  eye,  ire 
transmitted  through  the  pupil ;  and  being  refract- 
ed by  the  different  humours,  (particular^  bj  tbe 
ayttaUine  humour,  which  acts  the  part  of  a  cob* 
vex  lens,)  they  converge  lo  a  focus  on  the  refmt, 
where  the  images  of  visible  objects  are  painted  is 
an  inverted  position ;  and,  by  means  of  the  optic 
nerve,  these  images  are  conveyed   to  the  nisd. 

The  folk>wing  figure  will  perhaps  more  dis- 
tinctly illustrate  this  point.  Let  o,  6,  c,  »,  f, 
represent  the  globe  of  the  eye,  and  A,  B,  C,  u 
object  at  a  certain  distance  from  it  Now,  it  ii 
well  known  that  every  point  of  a  Tisible  object 
sends  out  rays  of  light  in  all  directions ;  and, 
therefore,  a  certain  portion  of  the  rayi  vrhiek 
flow  from  the  object  ABC,  will  &11  upon  tbe 
oomso,  between  •  and  y,  and,  paaring  tfaroq^  lbs 
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•giMOiMhumoar,  m,  n,  arid  the  cry$talliAe  humour 
•i  Pf  and  the  vUreouM  humour,  D,  £,  will  be  cod- 
verged  to  a  focus  oo  the  retina,  and  paint  a  di»- 
tinct  picture,  «  6  e,  of  the  object  ABC,  in  an 
iorerted  position.  The  rays  from  the  fioint  A 
of  the  object,  after  being  refracted  by  the  diderent 
humoum,  will  be  brought  lo  a  point  at  a ;  those 
from  B  will  be  converged  at  6 ;  and  those  from 
C  at  e;  and,  of  course,  the  intermediate  rays 
Itetween  A  B,  and  B  C,  will  be  formed  between 
a  b,  and  6  c,  and  the  object  will  become  visible 
by  means  of  iu  image  or  representation  being 
fNunted  on  the  retina,  in  all  the  colours  and  pro- 
portions which  beloag  to  it.  If  we  take  a  bul- 
lock's eye,  and  cut  off  the  three  coats  from  the 
back  part,  and  put  a  piece  of  thin  white  paper 
o?er  that  part,  and  hold  the  eye  towards  the  win- 
dow or  any  bri^t  object,  we  shall  see  the  image 
«f  the  object  depicted  upon  the  paper,  and  in  aa 
idrerted  position,  as  stated  above. 

In  order  that  we  may  more  distinctly  perceive 
the  wonders  of  vision,  and  the  numerous  circum- 
stances on  which  it  depends,  let  us  suppose  our^ 
■aelTes  placed  on  an  eminence,  which  commands 
a  view  of  a  variegated  and  extensive  landscape. 
11*et  us  suppose  ourselves  stationed  on  Arthur^s 
•eat,  or  od  the  top  of  Salisbury  Crags,  in  the  vi- 
cinity of  Eoinburgh.  Turning  our  face  to  the 
north-west,  the  city,  with  its  castles,  spires,  and 
■Imtely  edifices,  presents  itself  to  our  view.  Be- 
jond  it,  on  the  north  and  west,  a  beautiful  coun- 
try, adorned  with  villas,  plantations,  and  fertile 
fields,  stretches  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  till 
tbe  Tiew  is  bounded  by  the  castle  of  Stirling,  at 
the  distance  of  more  Uian  thirty  miles.  On  the 
rii^t  band,  we  behold  the  port  of  Leiih,  the  ship- 
ping in  the  roads,  the  coast  of  Fife,  the  isles  of 
Incbkeith  and  of  May,  and  the  Frith  of  Forth, 
gradually  losing  itself  in  the  German  ocean.  If 
we  soppose  the  length  of  this  landscape  to  be 
forty  Bules,  and  its  breadth  twenty-five,  it  will, 
«f  course,  comprehend  an  area  of  a  thousand 
•quare  miles. 

The  first  circumstance  which  strikes  the  mind, 
is  the  hnmente  multitude  of  ray»  of  r Reeled  light 
which  flow,  in  all  directions,  from  the  myriads 
of  objects  which  compose  the  surrounding  scene. 
In  order  to  form  a  nide  idea  of  this  infinity  of 
Fsdiatione,  I  fix  my  attentioh  on  a  single  object^ 
I  direct  my  eye  to  Nelson's  monument,  o  the 
Calton  bin.  From  the  parapet  at  the  top,  a  thou- 
—  *  ^fierantpmnti  send  forth  a  thousand  diffei^ 


ent  coaen  of  rays,  which,  entering  my  eye,  ren- 
der the  different  parts  of  it  distinctly  visible,  be- 
sides myriads  of  rays  from  the  same  pomts, 
which  flow  in  every  other  direction  through  the 
o(ien  spaces  of  the  atinusphere  which  sumnind 
them.  Plow  many  thousands  of  millions,  then, 
of  different  radiations,  mitst  be  issuing  forth 
every  moment  fruni  the  whole  mass  of  the  menu  • 
mpni !  And  if  one  object  pours  forth  such  a  flood 
of  rays,  how  immense  must  be  the  number  of  ra- 
diations which  are  issuing  from  all  the  objects 
which  compo«e  thii  eztenkive  landscape  !  My- 
riadji  of  rays,  from  myriads  of  objects,  must  be 
crossing  each  other  in  an  infinity  of  directions, 
so  that  the  mind  is  confounded  at  the  apparent 
confusion  which  seems  to  exist  in  this  immensity 
of  radiations  ;  yet  every  ray  passes  fortvard  in 
the  crowd,  in  the  most  perfect  order,  and  without 
being  blended  or  confused  with  any  other  ray,  pro- 
duces its  specific  effect  on  every  eye  that  is  open 
to  receive  it.  But  this  is  not  all :  these  millions 
oC  rays  which  flow  from  the  roinutest  points  of 
the  surrounding  scene,  before  they  can  produce 
the  sensation  of  vision,  and  form  a  picture  of  the 
landscape  on  the  retina,  must  be  compressed  info 
a  space  little  more  than  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in 
diameter,  before  they  can  enter  the  pupil  of  the 
eye  ;  yet  they  all  pass  through  this  small  aperture 
without  the  least  confusion,  and  paint  the  images 
of  their  respective  objects  in  exactly  the  same 
order  in  which  these  objects  are  arranged.  An- 
other circumstance  demands  attention.  The 
rays  which  proceed  from  the  objects  before  me 
are  not  all  directed  to  the  spot  where  I  stand,  but 
are  diffused  throughout  every  point  of  the  sur- 
rounding space,  ready  to  produce  the  same  effect, 
wherever  sentient  beings  are  present  to  receive 
them.     Wore  the  whole  inhabitants  of  Edin- 

« 

burgh  placed  on  the  slo(>ing  declivity  of  Arthur's 
seat,  and  along  the  top  of  Salisbury  Crags,  and 
were  millioiis  of  otlier  spectators  suspended  in  the 
surrounding  atmosphere,  similar  sensations  would 
be  produced,  and  a  scene  similar  to  that  which 
I  now  behold,  would  be  depicted  in  every  eye. 
Amidst  the  infinity  of  cones  of  light,  crossing 
each  other  in  an  infinity  of  directions,  no  confix 
sion  would  ensue,  but  every  spectator,  whose 
eyes  were  in  a  sound  state,  would  obtain  a  cor- 
rect view  of  the  scene  before  him  ;  and  hence  it 
happens,  that,  whenever  1  shift  my  position  to 
the  right  hand  or  to  the  left,  other  streams  of  light 
enter  my  eye,  and  produce  tbe  same  effect .   jieit 
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me  now  attend  to  another  circumstance,  no  len  bent — the  croasingf  and  recroiisiDgs,  and  rtiw> 

admirable  than  the  preceding,  and  that  is,  the  tions,  and  reflections,  tliat  take  pUuce  betweca 

dittinet  impression  which  I  have  of  the  shape,  the  mirrors  and   the  lenses  of  ibe  iostnuiMal, 

colour,  and  motion,  of  the  multiplicity  of  objects  and  the  suooessive  imagtts  that  are  femcd— «e 

I  am  now  contemplating,  and  the  smaU  spaet  that,  instead  of  a  scene  of  cobfuHion,  wUcft, 

within  which  their  images  are  depicted  at  the  prerious  to  experience,  might  have  been  expect- 

bottom  of  my  rye.    Could  a  painter,  after  a  long  ed  from  the  numerous  additional  bendings  and  io- 

■eriesofingenious  efforts,  delineate  the  extensive  tersections  of  the   rays^I  now  perceive  InoH 

landscape  now  before  me,  on  a  piece  of  pajier  not  dreds  of  objects,  with  tiie  most  perfect  distiBCi- 

exceeding  the  size  of  a  silver  sixpence,  so  that  ness,  which  were  before  invisiUe.  RaysoTUfk 

every  object  might  be  distinctly  seen,  in  its  pro-  from  distant  and  sainuie  objects,  which'a  moacal 

per  shape  and  colour,  as  it  now  appears  when  I  before  made  no  sensible  impresaioD  on  Bry  ryt, 

survey  the  scene  around  me,  he  would  be  incom-  being  collected  and  variously    mudified  bv  At 

parably  superior  to  all  the  masters  of  his  art  that  telescope,  now  paint  a  vivid  representatjoB  of 

ever  went  before  him.     This  effect,  which  far  their  c^jects,  in  their  true  flgurrs,  cobnrt,  ail 

transcends  the  utmost  efforts  of  human  genius,  positions. 

is  accomplished  in  a  moment,  in  millions  of  in-         From    a   c(MisideratioQ  of  the    imrnsneralils 

stances,  by  the  band  of  nature,  or,  in  other  words,  modifications  of  the  rays   of  light,  and  oftht 

by  "  the  finger  of  God.^'  All  the  objects  I  am  now  immense  variety  of  eflTeda  they  prodoce  in  eveiy 

surveying,  comprehending  an  extent  of  a  thousand  region  of  the  earth— I  am  led  to  investigate  wlii 

square  miles,  are  accurately  delineated  in  the  hot-  proportion  <^  the  solar  HghtfaOs  iqton  omr  fkhe, 

torn  of  my  eye,  on  a  space  less  than  half  an  tnM  in  order  to  produce  so  diyersificd  a  acene  of  sub* 

in  diameter.     How  delicate,  then,  must  be  the  limity  and  beauty.    Supposing  the  sun's  rays  to 

strokes  of  that  Divine  pencil,  which  has  formed  be  chiefly  confined,  in  their  effects,  within  tilt 

such  a  picture  !    I  turn  my  eyes  to  the  castle  of  limits  of  the  planetary  system,  since  they  diverge 
Edinburgh,  which  appears  one  of  the  most  con-  '  in  every  direction,  they  must  fill  a  cubkal  sp«e 

spicuous  objects  in  my  field  of  view.    Supposing  of  3,600,000,000  miles  in  dianneter ;  which,  cos* 

that  portion  of  it  which  strikes  my  eye  to  be  500  sequently,  will  contain  about  24,COO,OO0;000,- 

ibet  long,  and  90  in  height,  I  find,  by  calculation,  000,000,000,000,000,000  cubical  miles;  so  tkl 

that  it  occupies  only  the  six  hundred  thousandth  an  eye,  placed  in  any  point  of  this  vast  i^Noe, 

part  of  the  whole  landsJcape,  and,  consequently,  would  receive  a  distinct  impression  fi^on  the 

fills  in  my  eye  no  more  than  the  twelve  hundred  volar  rays.    The  solidity  of  the  e«rlh  is  aboil 

thousandth  part  of  an  inch.    I  next  direct  my  264,000,000,000  cobical  mHes,  and,  fhereftre, 

eye  towards  the  Frith  of  Forth,  and  perceive  a  it  receives    only  the  jq qopbto 'ooo mgag^  l*rt  ^ 

steamboat  sailing  between  a»c«  .sferry  and  New-  j^e  light  which  fills  the  spher^  ofthT  solar  sys- 

haven,—!  distinctly  trace  its  motion  for  the  space  ^^^^     g^  ,hat  the  light  which  cheers  all  the  in- 

of  40  minutes,  at  the  end  of  which  it  reaches  the  habitants  of  the  world,  and  unveils  such  a  vari«»y 

Cham  pier  at  Newhavcn,  having  passed  over  a  ^f  beautiful  and  magnificent  objects,  is  nodusg 

space  of  five  miles  in  length,  which  is  but  the  ^^  ^^an  a  singU  stream  of  celestial  radiaan 

eighth  part  of  the  lineal  extent  of  the  landscape  „„,  of  ninetv  thousand  billions  of  similar  stieaaa 

in  that  direction  ;  and,  consequently,  occupies,  ^,,5^^  „,^  ^^^^,  ^^^^  ^j.,.  ^t  U  erery  monsC 

in  the  picture  formed  on  my  retina,  a  hneal  spare  diffusing  throughout   the    surrounding   workh. 

of  only  one-sixteenlh  of  an  inch  in  extent.     And,  3^^  ^^e  solar  ravs  are  not  confined  wiihia  the 

if  the  boat  be  reckoned  about  88  feet  in  length,  i^„^,  ^f  .^e  pUnetarv  -vsiem  ;  tl^ir  inflnraes 

Its  image  is  only  the  three  hundredth  part  of  this  „,^„^,   j^  ^^,^  direc'iion,  as  f»r  as  the  nearest 

extent ;  and  of  course  fills  a  space  in  the  eye  of  ^^^^^  fillinffaciibicalspace  at  least  4O.O00XK)0^ 

only  the  four  thousand  eight  hundredth  part  of  a  ooq.ooo  miles  in  diameter,  and  which  cootaiai 

hneal  inch.    ^  el,  my  perception  of  the  motion  33  500,000.000.000,000,000,000,000,000  000,- 

of  the  vessel  could  be  produced  only  by  a  corres-  000,000.000,  or  thirty-three  thousand,  five  bus- 

ponding  motion  of  Its  image  in  my  eye  ;  that  is,  j^ed  sextillions  of  cubical  miles.      And.  wers 

by  the  gradual  motion  of  a  pomt  one  4,800th  of  ^^   ,„  institute  comparisons  and  cakuIaUoas, 

an  inch  in  diameter,  over  a  space  one-sixteenth  ^jih  respect  to  the  po,«ible   variety  of  efi«cti 

of  an  inch  in  length.    How  inconceivcably  fine  ,hey  might  produce  throughout   this   immease 
and  accurate,  then,  must  be  the  impression  of  j^n,  ^hole  pages  might  be  filled  wiihfigurei, 

those  strokes  which  the  rays  of  light,  f.om  visible  cyphers,  and  computatiomi.  We  mightcompols 

objects,  produce  on  the  retina  of  the  eye  !     The  how  many  globes  similar  to  the  earUi,  oTanytrf 

mind  IS  lost  in  wonder  when  it  attempts  to  trace  ^le  larger  planets,  might  be   contained  witbia 

■0  exquisite  and  admirable  an  eflTect.  ,his  vast  space,  allowing  several  hundreds  of 

I  take  a  reflecting  telescope,  and,  through  it,  cubical  miles  of  empty  space  aroond  each  gUt 


view  some  of  the  distant  parts  of  the  landscape,     —bow  many  myriads  of  refractions  and 

My  wonder  is  still  increased,  when  I  consider    tions  the  rays  of  light  would  suffer,  in  rafiid  to 
dM  BtWdirsdioQ  into  which  the  mya  of  light  art    tba  peculiar  objeeia  ooaneoted  wiih  crwy 
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vf  tikeia   globes— hoiT  many   eyes  of  sentient  instrument  or  imitaticnn  that  art  can  produce  ;ui)d, 
betogs  mi^t  be  afTected  by  the  diversities  of  were  it  noi  for  xHie  peculiar  proporiy  now   de- 
colour, shape,  Biid  motion,  which  would  thus  be  scribed,  it  would  be  almost  unfii  for  the  pur|N«o 
fvoduoed — and  what  a  variety  of  shades  of  light  of  vision,  nnt%vith!itanding  all  ihe  other  delicate 
mnd  colour,  and   what  a  diversity  of  scenery,  contrivoncen  which  enter  into  its  construction.  If 
would  be  produced,  according  to  the  distances  it  wero  adjusted  only  fur  the  distinct   perception 
of  the  respective  globes  from  the  central  lumi-  of  distant  objcctR,  every  object  within  the  limits 
uuj.  After  what  we  have  just  nnw  stated,  how-  of  an  ordinary  apartment  would  appear  a  mass  of 
ever,  we  may  rest  satisfied  with  joinmg  in  the  OMifusion  ;aiul  were  it  adjusted  solely  for  viewing 
pioas  exclamation  of  one  who  had  just  finished  objt^t«  within  the  limits  of  a  few  feet  or  inches, 
a  devout  tsmrey  of  the  structure  cf  the  human  the  glories  c/ iho  hcav«>n.s,  and  the  beautiful  Innd- 
fiwno:    "Marvelkiufl  are  thy  works,  and  that  scafK>  of  the  earth,  would  Iw  veiled  from  our  siuht 
mj  soul  knoweth  right  well.    How  precious  are  as  if  they  were  rnv<rlfiped  in  a  mist. 
thy  thoughts  onto  me«  O  God!"  (or,  as  the  words  Amither  circumstance  worthy  of  attention,  i.s, 
might  be   rendered,)  **  How   precious  are  thy  the  power  which  the   pupil  of  the  eye  |KM>e5scs 
wonderful  contrivances  concerning  me,  O  God !  of  contractini;  or  enlar^^ing  the  aperture  or  hole 
how  great  is  the  sum  of  them !  If  I  should  count  through  winch  t!-e  light  is  admitted.    When  the 
them,  they  are  more  in  number  than  the  sand.**  light  is  too  weak,  the  pupil  is  enlarged ;  when  it 
la  what  direction  soever  I  turn  mine  eyes,  what-  is  too  strong,  it  is  again  contracted.  Accord  mgly, 
ever  portion  of  thy  works  I  investigate,  "  /  am  we  find,  that  w  hen  we  enter  a  darksome  apart* 
wlili  unth  tkee."*     Thine  infinity  and  unsearch-  ment,  though,  at  first,  nothing  can  be  accurately 
able  wisdom  are  impressed  on  every  object,  so  distinguished,  yet,  in  the  course  of  a  minute  or 
that  I  ieol  mys^  every  moment  encompassed  two,  %vhen  the  pupil  has  had  time  to  dilatt*,  we 
by  thine  immensity,  and  am  irresistibly  led  to  can   perceive   most  olijects    with  considerable 
wonder  and  adore.  distinctness.    And,  on  the  other  h.and,  when  we 
I  shall  now  conclude  these  reflections  on  vi-  pass  from  a  dark  room  to  an  apartment   lighted 
■km,  with  two  or  three  additional  remarics.    It  up  with  a  number  of  lustres,  we  feel  uneasy  at 
is  worthy  of  notice,  in  the  first  .place,  that  the  the  sudden  glare,  lill  the  |>upil  has  contracted 
«je  has  the  power  of  adapting  itself  to  objecle  itself,  and  excluded  a  portion  of  the  superfluous 
placed  at  diflferent  distances.  By  means  of  some  rays.   Wore  it  not  for  this  pro|)erty,  we  sliould  fiv 
delicate  pieces  of  mechanism,  not  hitherto  satis-  the  most  |)art  either  be  surrtHinded  with  a  disagree- 
fictorily  explained,  it  can   perceive,  with  di»-  able  gloom  or  oppressed  with  an  excessive  splen- 
tinctness,  a  large  object,  at  the  distance  of  six  dour.    It  is  fur  this  reason,  that  we  are  unable  to 
miles,  and  the  next  moment  it  can  adjust  itself  look  upon  the  scm  without  being  dazzled,  and  are 
to  the  distinct  perception  of  an  object  at  the  dis-  under  the  nece«siiy  of  cloning  the  eyelids,  or  of 
tanceoTsix  inches ;  so  that  it  acts  the  part  both  turning  away  the  head,  when  a  strong  light  sud- 
of  a  telescope  and  a  microscope,  and  can  be  in-  denly  succeeds  to  darkness. 
■tantaneously  adjusted  to  perform  either  as  the  Again,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  observe,  how 
one  instrument  or  as  the  other.   This  necessarily  wisely   the  Author  of  nature  has  fixed  the  di»- 
wippoees  a  corresponding  alteration  in  the  state  tance  at  which  we  ordinarily  see  near  objects  mo^t 
of  the  organ,  every  time  we  lift  our  eye  firom  a  distinctly.    This  distance  is  generally  from  five 
near,  to  look  at  a  distant  object.   Eitber  the  cor^  to  eight  inches  from  the  eye.     But  had  the  eye 
Dea  is  somewhat  flattened,   or   the   crystalline  been  formed  for  distinct  vision  at  the  distance  of 
bDnoar  is  pushed    backwards,  or  both   these  only  one  inch,  the  object  would  have  obstructed 
dianges,  in  combination  with  others,  may  con-  tlic  light,  and  room  would  liave  been  wanting  (tn 
cor  in  causing  the  rays  from  distant  objects  to  the  performance  of  many  necessary  of»eraliuns, 
unite  exactly  on  the  retina,  without  which  distinct  which  require  the  hand  tu  intervene  l)etween  tlie 
▼iaion  cannot  be  produced.  This  contrivance,  in  eye  and  the  object.    And  liad  the  limits  of  dis- 
vHiatever  kind  of  mechanism  it  may  consist,  is  tinct  vision  for  near  objects  been  beyond  two  or 
one  which  art  would  vainly  attempt  to  imitate,  three  feet,  sufficient  light  would  not  have  been 
We  ran  see  objects  that  are  near  us,  with  a  mi-  aflforded  for  the  inspection  of  minute  objects,  and 
erooeope,  and  those  that  are  distant,  with  a  tele-  we  could  neither  have  writton  a  letter,  nor  have 
•eope  :  bat  we  would  in  vain  attempt  to  see  di»-  read  a  book,  with  the  same  convenience  and  ease 
tant  objects  with  the  former,  or  those  that  are  we  ar<*  now  enabled  to  do. 
only  a  few  inches  from  ns  with  the  latter,  with-  From  the  preceding  descriptions  and  remarks, 
out  a  variety  of  changes  being  made  in  the  aper-  it  will  evidently  appear,  with  what  admirable  hkill 
tores  and  positions  of  the  glasses  belnnging  to  the  different  parts  of  the  organs  ofvisinn  arecon- 
the  respective  instruments.  In  this  respect,  there-  structed,  and  how  nicely  they  are  ada()ted  to  the 
IhrO)  as  well  as  in  every  other,  the   eye  is  an  several  ends  they  wero  intended  to  subserve. 
1  iasiranient,  incomparably  superior  to  any  W>re  any  one  of  these  parts  wanting,  or  obstruct- 
ed in  its  functions,  vision  would  either  be  im- 
*  Pialmexxzlx.  U,  ir,  it.  peded,  or  rendered  painful  and  distressing,  or 
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eoropletely  destroyed.    If  any  of  the  fmnumn  of  bcholdf  in  nn  bttant,  the  beanties  of  an 

tfieeye  were  wantinf* — if  they  w«;re  Inss  tranapt-  landscape,  and  bowerer  little  we  may  be  » 
rent — if  they  were  of  a  different  refractive  power  ctistcmied  to  admire  this  wonderful  eSrcL — ifaat 
—or  if  they  were  of  a  greater  or  lem  convexity  is  not  a  doctrine  in  Religion,  nor  a  bet  leeorM 
than  they  now  are,  however  minute  the  altera^ .  in  Revelation,  more  nayaierioua  and  inonnpn* 
tion  might  be,  vision  would  inevitably   be  oh-     henvible.    An  exceUrnt  French  writer  has  aft ' 

■tucted,  and  every  vhjtr.i  v^-ould  appear  confiised  obwrved — '^  Tbe  sight  of  a  tree  and  of  ibe  na- 

and  indistinct.   If  tbe  retina,  on  whidi  the  im-  which  God  i^ows  nte,  i»  as  real  and  as  iamf 

ages  of  objects  are  painted,  were  flnt,  instead  of  diaie  a  revelation  as  thai  whicJi  led  Moses  l> 

being  concave,  while  objects  in  the  middle  of  the  ^ards  the  burning  bush.     The  only  diflereoR 

▼iew  appeared  distinct,  erery  object  towards  the  between  both  these  actions  ef  God  on  Muse»  ad 

•ides  would  appear  dim  and  confused.  Ifihe  cor«  me,  is,  tiiat  the  first  is  out  of  the  coomoa  oidcr 

nea  were  asopaque  as  the  sclerotica,  to  which  it  is  and  economy ;  whereas  tbe  other  is  oocwami 

joined,  or  if  the  retina  were  not  connected  with  by  the  sequel  and  connexion  of  those  laws  m\u/k 

the  optic  nerve,  no  visible  object  could  possibly  God  has  established  for  the  regulation  bodi  if 

be  perceived.   If  one  of  the  six  muscles  of  the  roan,  and  nature.** 

eye  were  wanting,  or  impcc'ed  in  its  functions.         If,  then,  the  eye  of  man  (who  is  a  drprawd 
we  could  not  turn  it  to  the  right ;  if  a  second  inhabitant  of  a  world  lying  parily  in  ruins)  nn 
were  deficient,  we  could  not  turn  it  to  the  lufk ;  organ  so  admirably  fiited  for  exiendin|E  our  pf«t> 
tfa  third,  we  could  notlifl  it  upwanls ;  if  a  fourth,  peels  of  the  viitible  creation — we  may  reaioa- 
we  coald  not  move  it  downwards ;  and  if  it  were  ably  conclude,  that  organised  beinga,  of  soprno 
deprived  of  the  other  two  muscles,  it  would  be  intelligence  and  moral  purity,  possess  the  sraw 
apt  to  mil  about  in  frightful  contortions.    If  the  of  vision  in  a  much  greater  degree  of  perfertkt 
eyes  were  placed  in  any  other  part  of  tbe  body  than  man,  in  his  present  state  of  dryradaiioi^-' 
than  the  head — if  they  were  much  more  pronr?^  and  ihat  they  may  be  enabled,  by  their  setersf 
nent  than  they  now  are— if  they  were  not  sur-  organs,  to  penetrate  into  regions  of  tbe  univciffc 
rounded  by  the  bony  socket  in  which  they  are  far  beyond  what  man,  by   the  aid  of  artifiad 
lodged-Hind  if  they  were  noV  frequently  cohered  helps,  will  ever  be  able  to  descrj.    It  auiy  ait 
by  the  eye}id->they  would  be  exposed  to  a  thou-  be  altogether  extravagant,  nor  even  beyond  tbs 
sand  accidents  firt»m  which  they  are  rK>w  protected,  reality  of  existing  facts,  to  »upp«)iiey  that  ibrrt 
If  they  wanted  moisture,  and  if  they  were  not  fre-  are  intelligences  in  the  regions  of  Jupiter  or  S^ 
quently  wiped  by  tb^  eyelids,  they  would  be-  turn,  whose  visual  organs  are  in  so  perfect  a 
eoroe  less  tranitparent,  and  more  liable  to  be  in-  state,  that  they  can  descry  the  nountaiss  of  oar 
flamed ;  and  if  they  were  not  sheltered  by  the  moon,  and  the  continents,   islands,  and  ooescs 
eyebrows,  the  s^eat  and  moisture  of  the  fure-  which  diversify  our  globe,  and  are  able  to  de- 
head  wfHild   frequently  annny  them.  Were  the  lineate  a  map  of  its  MJr&Lce,  to  nmrk  the  peric^ 
tight  which  acts  upon  them  devoid  of  colour — were  of  its  diurnal  rotation,  and  even  to  distinguhl) 
it  not  rctlrcted  frfrm  objects  in  every  direction —  its    cities,  rivers,  and   voleauK>es.     It   is  qidie 
were  it«<  motion  less  swifl,  or  its  particles  much  evident,  that  it  roust  be  equally  easy  to  Di«m« 
larger  thun  they  now  are — in   short,   were  any  W'isdoni  and  Omnipotence,  to  form  organs  %i!b 
one  cimirnstance  connected  with  the  stnicture  powers  of  vision  &r  surpassing  what  I  have  dos 
ef  this  orqnn,  and  with  tho  modification  of  tl)e  sup()osed,  as  toforro  an  organ  in  which  tbe  map- 
rays  of  light,  materially  different  from  its  present  nificent  scene  of  heaven  and  earth  is  depbieo, 
arran^mont,  we  should  either  he  subjected  to  the  in  a  moment,within  the  compass  of  half  an  met. 
hourly  recurrence  of  a  thousand  painful  sen^a-  There  are  animals  whose  range  of  vision  i»cir- 
tions,  or  be  altopMher  deprived  of  the  entertain-  cumscribed  within   the  limits  of  a  few  feet  i« 
ments  of  vision.  inches  ;  and,  had  we  never  perceived    obJK-'i 
How  admirable  an  organ,  then,  is  the  eye,  and  throui;h  an  organ  in  the  same  slate  of  prrirr- 
how  nicely  adapted  to  unveil  to  our  view    the  tion  as  that  with  which  we   are  (umished,  *■« 
glories  of  the  univerw  !  Without  the  application  could    have  formed  as  little  conception  of  ib' 
ef  any  skill  or  laborious  efforts,  on  our  pan,  it  sublimity  and  extent  of  our    present  range  « 
turnM  in  every  direction,  transports  us  to  every  aight,  as  we  can  now  do  of   those  poweis  U 
surrounding  object,  depicts  the  nicest  shades  and  vision,  which  would  enable  ua  to  descry  iheifi- 
colours  on  its  delicate  membranes,  and  habitants  of  distant  workls.     The  inv«oii<iO  rf 
-Takes  in.  at  onre.  the  landscape  of  the  worM.  ^Ij*;  telescope  sl.ows.  tl«l  the  penetrating ^^»cr 
At  a  fm-itr  inM,  tchicfi  a  /rrain  mifrht  rlote,  ^  "'®  eye  may  bo  mdefimtely    increased  ;  sw 
And  half  creates  the  wond'rous  world  we  see."  since  the  art  of  man  can  extend  the  limits  vfoan^ 

1  oung  ^  vision,  it  is  easy  to  conceive,  that,  in  tbe  baai 

—How  strikingly  does  it  display,  in  ^very  part  of  Omnipotence,  a  slight  roodiEcation  of  ikt 

ef  its  structure  and  adaptations,  tJie  marks  of  human  eye  might  enable  it,  with  the  utmost dii- 

benevolent  design,  and  of  Infinite  Intelligence  !  tinctness,  to  penetrate  into  regions  to  which  ths 

However  oommon  it  is  to  optn  our  eyes,  and  te  ioiagi nation  can  set  no  bouxkds.    And,  lh«c6itr 
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il  is  BOC  WMflonable  to  believe,  that,  jn  the  Uiough  he  may  perceive  the  general  forms  and 

fittnre  world,  this  will  be  one  property,  among  colours  of  objeciK,  his  vision  is  obscure  and  in- 

•ibars,  of  the  rtnartctionr-bodjf,  that  it  will  be  dijtiiiut.     In  hares  and  rabbiU  the  eyes  are  very 

fiuniahed  with  organs  of  visif»n  far  superior  to  cunvez  an<J  prominent,  so  that  they  can  see  nearly 

Ifa*  present,  in  order  to  qualify  its  incelligt^nt  in-  quite  round  them ;  whereas,iii  d^g;  which  |>ursue 

hlhitant  for  taking  an  ample  survey  of  the  '^ridies  these  animaU,  the  visual  organs  are  placed  more 

~  glory"  of  the  empire  of  Uod.  iu  the  Iront  (if  the  head,  to  look  rather  bclVirc  than 

I  have    dwelt  somewhat  particularly  on  tlie  beliinJ  iliem.     Some  auimalx,  as  rriM  and  owU 

it'vMB  of  the  eye,  in  order  to  show,  that  it  is  wliich   pursue  their  prey  iu  the  d.irk,  have   tliC 

oaly  when  we  take  a  mittute  inspeclidii  of  the  o|je-  (Mipil  i»f  ilnir  eye  so  formed  as  to  be  capable  of 

rations  of  the  Creator,  that  his  Infinite  Wisdom  gntai  exfiausion,  so  that  a  Tow  rays  of  iij^hl  may 

•ad  IntelKgence  are  most  distinctly  perceived,  make  a  lively   impression  on  their  retina;  while 

The  greater  part  of  Christians  will  readily  adm  it  the  tmgie,  which  is  able  to  lookdirecily  at  the  sun, 

(bat  the  WisiokMn  of  God  is  manifested  in  every  has  its  pupil  capable  of  being  contracted  almost 

object,  but  fiiw  of  them  take  the  trouble  to  inquire  to  a  point.     Insects,  such  a^  the  beetle,  Uie  Jl^, 

in  vohat  parUeutar  ceotniNMces  and  adapttttintis  and  the   buttery,  whose  eyes  are  incapable  of 

this  wisdom  is  displayed ;  and,  tlierefbre,  rest  motion,  have  several  thotisan.is  of  small  Iranspa- 

■fttisfiad  with  vogue  and  general  views,  which  rent  globes  set  iu  a  convex  hemis}ihere,  everyone 

•aldum  produce  any  deep  impression  on  Uie  mind,  of  which  is  capable  of  forming  an  image  of  an  ob- 

*'  The  works  of  the  Lord,**  which  are  "  great**  ject;  so  that  they  are  enabled  to  view  the  dbjecbi 

•nd  admirable,  *'  m«tf  he  mugkt  omi  by  all  those  around  them  without  muvin;;  their  heads.    But,  it 

who  have  pleasure  therein ;"  and  the  more  mi-  would  bu  buy<»nd  the  limits  of  my  plan  to  pros^ 

BUtely  they  are  inspected,  the  mrjre  exquisite  and  cute  this  subject  any  farther ;  eu<Nigh  has  already 

admirable  do  all  his  arrangements  appear.  been  stated,  to  show,  that  the  eyes  of  men  and 

Were  we  to  enter  into  an  investigation  of  the  other  animals  are  master-pieces  of  art,  whicji  far 

aifHot  trgeuu  of  the  lower  ttmtnaUf  and  to  con-  transcend  the   human  understanding  ;  ami  that 

aider  the  numerous    varieties  which  occur  in  they  demonstrate  the  consummate  wisdom  of  Him 

their  atnieture,   position,  aud  movements,  and  who  planned  and  constructed  the  orgauical  func- 

how  nicely  the  peculiar  organization  of  the  eye  tions  of  the  various  tribes  of  animated  existence. 

if  adapted  to  the  general  structure  of  the  animal,  I  shall  now  conclude  this  branch  of  my  subject, 

and  to  its  various  necessities  and  modes  of  ex-  by  presenting  an  instance  or  two  of  the  mecA»- 

utence — the  operation  of  the'sarae  inacmtable  nitm  of  the  6onec,  and  the  movements  it  is  fitted 

Wisdom  and  Intelligence  would  meet  our  eye  at  to  produce. 

•very  step.    Birda,  for  ezamploj  which  procure  The  b<mes  of  the  human  frame  are  €u-tic%dattdy 

tiieir  fi>od  by  their  beak,  have  the  power  of^  seeing  or  connected  together,  in   different  ways,  but 

distinctly  at  a  very  small  distance  ;  and,  as  their  most  frequently  in  the  following  matmer.   Either, 

rapid  motion  through  the  air  renders  it  ncce^  1.  a  b«Mie  with  a  round  head  is  articulated  with 

■ary  that  they  should  desciy  objects  at  a  con-  a  cavity,  and  plays  in  it  as  a  ball  in  a  socket; 

aiderable  distance,  they  have  two  peculimr  me-  or,  3.  they  are  connected  together  by  a  hinge- 

ehaniealcontrivances,connccted  with  their  organs  like  articulation,  which  enables  a  bone  to  move 

af  vision,  for  pro<luciRg  both  these  effects.    One  up  or  down,  backwards  or  forwards,  like  a  door 

of  these  contrivances  consists  in  a  flexible  rim  upon  its  hinges.    An  idea  of  these  two  mot  iona, 

fbraied  of  bone,  which   surrounds  the  broadest  and  the  purposes  they  serve,  may  be  obtained, 

part  of  the  eye,  and  by  otusasionally  pressing  upon  by  considering  the  constniciion  of  the  pedestal  of 

iu  orb,  shortens  its  focal  distance,  and    thus  a  telescope,  and  the  joints  on  which  it  moves. 

anables  it  to  inspect  very    near  objects.    The  One  of  tlie  joints  is  of  ihe  nature  of  a  hinge,  by 

Other  con«isis  of  a  peculiar  muscle,  which  draws  which  a  vertical  motion,  or  a  motion  upward! 

hade,  as  o-icasion  requires,  the  crystalline  humour,  and    downwards    is    produced.    A    horizontal 

hy  which  means  it  can  take  a  distinct  view  of  a  motion,  or  a  motion  towards  the  right  hand  or 

distant  landscape ;  and  can  pass  from  the  sight  tlie  left,  is  firoduced  by  a  pivot  moving  in  a  socket; 

of  a  very  near,  to  the  sii;ht  of  a  distant  object,  so  that,  by  these  two  motions,  the  telesco|w  caa 

with  rapidity  and  ease.    \nji»he$^  which  live  in  a  bo  made  to  point  in  any  direction.     Such  is  the 

medinra  of  a  different  refractive  power  from  that  nature  of  the  articulations  of  the  bones,  and  the 

of  air,  the  crystalline  humour  has  a  greater  degree  movements  they  produce  ;  and  wherever  one  or 

of  convex  ity,  and  more  nearly  approaches  to  a  other  of  these  mot  ions,  or  both  of  them  combined, 

globular  form  than  that  of  land  animals — which  are  requisite  for  the  comfort  and  convenience  of 

eoBfucmationisessentially  requisite  to  distinctness  the  individual,  such  a  power  of  nKrtion  is  uni- 

of  vision  in  the  watery  element.    A  fish  of  course  formly  found  to  exist.  If  the  nioveiAeni  of  a  joiiit 

Me  distinctly  in  air,   nor  a  qu^ru^ied  in  every  direction  would,  in  any  particular  case, 

water  ;  and  every  person  who  has  dived  bo  foand  inconvenient,  the  binge-like  articulation 

iBto  Iha  water  with  his  eyes  open,  knows,  that  is  fixad  upon ;  but  if  a  moiion  in  evary  direction  is 
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raquired  tor  the  conTenienl  um  oTparticulBrfn^m-  Tlie  wtn  admirmble  contrrvanre  miy  K.  |ifr' 

bvri,  snd  6>r  ihe  ? iriet y  of  evuiui  iuns  %» hirh  a  mik  cci\'«tl  in   the  movement*  of  which  ilic  4c«rf  f 

tiflatb«iiieinftjrhareuccasi<jQioimke,lheUa!iuid  ■•fce|iCihle.     It  was  rrf]ainfe,  in  order  tu  nir 

socket  animlatioa  is  combined  wiiJi  the  Cirmer.  conveiiienre  aiidcixiifbrt,  that  wc»iihiiutd  be  •lA* 

For  eiample,  lei  any  person,  for  a  moraeni,  bUxl  to  more  otir  head   t^r.-kwards  or  fhrwanfcp' 

cniwidertiH)  joints  of  his  txniiers,  and  ci«m(i«re  tn  litok  n-t  tfjward*  the  hvnireiis,  nr  dtmwmvii 

them  with  the  joint  at  hiS  irruC,  wliere  tiitr  ttand  to  the  puuiid.     It  wait  aK*o  expo-dienif  iKatR 

ia  connected  with  the  fiirr  arm.     If  he  )i«.i)vi  the  should  have  a  power  if  lumine  to  the ri;rht, or •<> 

back  of  his  hand  upwanb.  be  wHI  find  that  he  (he  left,  soa»  to  take  in  a  corwideTabie  {>viiua 

ran  move  his  lin^rv  uf>wafd«,  or  down«\anJM;  of  a  cirde,  wi  bout  b^iofT  under  the  neeef<irr'/ 

but  he  cannot  turn  ihera  to  the  rizhi  hao^K  ur  to  turning  r^Mjnd  tlie  whole  body.     Aemrdnifiy  we 

the  left,  so  as  to  make  ihein  des^eribe  a  circular  find,  that  both  these  mniions  tere  provided  fur,  m 

■anlion.     He  will  also  find  that  his  mriM  is  ca-  the  manner  in  wliidi  the  head  fn  coanecird  «iib 

pable  of  a  simtlar  movement,  so  that  the  hand  the  vrrtettra.  The  head  mis  upon  the  opp«WW 

may  be  bent  in  a  vertical  tixrectioo.     But,  in  oftliescbones,  lowhich  ii  iseoanectedby  abiBje 

addition  to  this  motion,  it  is  also  capable  of  joint, similar  lothore  in  the  fin^rs,whic!bsli««v 

being  turned  in  a  horizontal  direction,  or  from  it  to  move  backwards  and  forwards;  and,  by  meaw 

one  side  to  another.    In  tlie  fbrnier  case,  we  have  of  a  round,  lorigi'^h  process,  or  projection,  which 

an  eiample  of  the  hin^e  articulation;  in  the  mavos  in  a  s<jeket,  it  is  enabled  to  more  borixo^ 

latter,  it  is  combined  with  an  articulation  which  tally,  as  upon  an  atis.     Had  the  first  moti« 

produces  nearly  the  same  effect  as  a  pivot  mov-  been  wanting,  we  could  not  hare  looked  up  to  the 

in(  in  a  socket.    Now,  had  the  joints  of  the  zeniih,wi(hout  laying  flat  on  our  back;  nor  cooU 

fingers  been  capable  of  the  same  motions  as  the  we  have  looked  to  the  ground,  without  placi^ 

wrist,  the  hand  wouM  have  bst  its  firmness,  and  our  bodies  in  a  prone  position,  and,  in  mck  a 

been  incapable  of  peribnning  a  variety  of  mecha-  case,  we  coiiM  never  have  seen  our  own  fisK.  lai- 

aical  operations  which  require  objects  to  be  hsld  less  when  they  were  bent  considermhlj  fbrwafd. 

with  a  steady  grasp.    On  the  other  handi  if  the  Had  the  second  motion  been  wantili^,  we  cosU 

joint  of  the  wrist  had  been  formed  in  the  same  have  kx>ked  to  nothing  except  the  olyects  directly 

manner  as  die  joints  of  the  fingers,  and  confined  before  ds,  without  the  trouble  of  lumiag  roustf 

to  a  vertical  motion,  the  hand  would  have  been  the  whole  body,  either  to  the  right,  or  to  the  kft. 

incapable  of  one  out  of  a  hundred  varied  move«  But  in  the  construction  of  our  corporeal  aysteaf 

BMUls,  which   it   can   now    peHbrra  with   the  every  thing  is  so  arranged  and  adapted  to  another, 

greatest  ease.    In  this  case,  wo  could  not  have  as  at  once  to  contribute  to  ease,  and  fiicility  of 

bored  a  hole  with  a  gimblet,  cut  down  com  with  motion,  in  tH  the  varied  operations  and  movi^ 

a  sickle,  digged  the  earth  with  a  spiid«,  sewed  ments  we  have  occasion   to  perform  ;   whkb 

clothes  with  a  needle,  tossed  op  a  ball,  or  tomf>d  circumstance  forcibly  demonstntrest  both  the  b^ 

np  the  paim  <^  the  hand,  for  any  of  the  useful  npvnlent  intentions,  and  the  admirable  wisdom 

purposes  for  which  that  motion   was  ordain«>d.  of  Him  *^  i% hose  hands  have  made  and  fdshiooed 

In  short,  without  the   rotatory    motion  of  the  us,"  and  who  *'  breathed  into  our  Dos'rils  lbs 

wrist,  the  greater  part  of  tir  operations  connected  breath  of  iifi*.^ 

with  gafdening,agricuhiire,  cookery,  washing,  The  above  are  only  two  cr  three  out  of  a 
spinning,  weaving, painting. carving,  en^vino,  hundred  of  similar  instances,  which  mi^t  le 
buiklin!;,  and  other  tnechanical  arts,  couM  not  be  produced  to  shDw  the  benevolent  rare  which  hai 
performed ;  and  stich  of  them  as  could  be  efiected,  been  exercised  in  arranging  and  articulaliag 
wotiU  be  accomplished  only  with  the  greatest  the  system  of  bones,  of  which  the  prop-work  or 
ancomrenience  and  labour.  Any  person  may  con-  the  human  frame  is  composed.  Were  we  toeaier 
rince  himself  of  this,  by  hokHng  his  hand  in  a  into  an  investigation  tif  the  actions  and  uses  of 
horizontal  position,  and  preventing  his  wrist  thevariou^niuscles,  the  wonderful  system  of  vcics 
joint  from  turning  round,  and  then  by  trying  whf  t  and  artcrie:^,  the  action  of  the  heart,  stomach, 
operations  he  can  easily  perform  without  the  and  bowels  ;  the  process  of  respiration,  and  in' 
rotatory  motion  ;  and  hewill  soon  perceive  with  sensible  perspiration,  and  the  system  of  nerves, 
what  exquisite  skill  the  numerous  movements  glands,  lymphatics,  and  lacteals—- a  thousand  m* 
of  our  animal  frames  have  been  contrived  by  stances  of  Divine  wisdom  and  beneficence  wouhf 
the  great  Author  of  our  existeiKe.  In  each  hand  crowd  upon  our  view,  which  could  not  fail  to  ex- 
there  are  S7  bones,  all  of  which  are  essential  to  cite  the  pious  and  citntemplative  mind  to  ym  ia 
the  different  motions  we  wish  to  perform.  Every  the  devotions  of  the  "  sweet  singer  of  Israei,' 
finger  is  composed  of  three  bones,  connected  *'  I  will  praise  thee  ;  for  I  am  fea^ully  andwa** 
together  by  articulations,  muscles,  and  ligaments.  derfuUy  made  ;  marveUous  are  thy  works,  and  thai 
If,  instead  of  three,  each  finger  were  composed  my  sotiil  knoweth  right  well." — But  as  I  ioienM 
of  only  one  bone,  it  would  Im  quite  impossible  to  present  only  a  few  speeimeas  of  tho  Wiadaa 
ftt  t» to  grasp  vsiagls  cb^,  of  G«d,  as  displayed  i»  ths  niiitriui  df 
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le  anterial  vfoiU;  I  ihall  coodode  this  deptrt-  its  ttructure,  and  iur whove  tuo  and  antertaiimienl 
HBt  of  my  mbiect  with  a  sinile  reflection.*  it  was  inrended— ehould  oTertook  such  a  woodar- 
Mnofooiuk  and  ungrat^ul  is  ii  for  ratiorud  ful  piece  of  Divine  woricmanship,  and  feel  not 
mkgMtoo»edookth»wiMtandbenevoUniarr<mg0^  gratitude  for  the  bestowment  of  so  admirable  a 
mU»  ^f  tha  CrwatOTi  in  the  maUrial  univerK  !  gift  ?    Shall  we  extol  the  ingenuity  displayed  in 
\tam  many  thousands  of  hiiman  beings  pass  their  a  dotk  or  a  watch,  in  a  chess-player,  or  a  steam 
datvnce  without  once  reflecting  on  the  numerous  engine,  aiid  shall  we  feel  no  sentiment  ofadmira- 
ridencea  ofDirine  Wisdom  and  Beneficence,  tion  at  ihe  view  of  millions  of  instancesnf  Divine 
bich  appear  around  them,  or  feeling  the  least  mechanuim  which  infinitely  transcend  the  powers 
Ark  of  gratitude  lor  their  preservation  and  com-  of  the  human  understanding?     To  act  in  this 
rtSy  to  that  Being  **  in  whose  hand  their  breath  manner,  as  too  many  are  disposed  to  do,  is  un- 
,  and   whoso  are  aU  their  ways  !'*  Tea,  bow  worthy  of  man,  both  as  a  Christian  and  as  an 
my  are  there  who  eoosider  ihemselTea  as  stand-  inteilioent  agent.     Such  was  not  the  conduct  of 
gbigh  intha  ranks  of  the  Christian  profession,  the  inspired  writers  ;  their  spirituality  of  Tiews 
tio  affect  to  look  down,  wiih  a  certain-  degree  did  not  lead  them  to  neglect  the  contcmplatiun 
eootempt,  on  the  study  of  the  material  worics  of  any  of  the  works  of  God.    "  I  will  meditate 
God,  as  if  it  were  too  gross  a  subject  for  their  on  <itf  thy  works,"  says  the  Psalmist,  "  and  talk 
iritual  attainmenu  !   They  profess  to  trace  the  of  all  thy  doings ;  I  will  utter  abundantly  the  me- 
ndomof  God  in  the  Scriptures,  and  to  foel  gra-  roory  of  thy  great  goodness,  and  speak  of  thy 
ude  ibr  his  pardoning  mercy ;  but  they  seldom  wondrous  works.*'    Accordingly  we  find,  that 
ilthat  gratitiido  whidithey  ought  to  do  for  those  the  wonders  of  the  human  frame,  the  economy 
mirable  arrangamenta  in  their  own  bodies,  and  of  the  animal  and  the  Tege  table  tribes,  the  scenery 
B  elenMnts  around  them,  by  which  their  lives  of  the  ''  dry  land,**  and  of  the  '*  mighty  deep," 
a  preaenredy  and  their  happiness  promoted ;  and  the  glories  of  the  heavens,  were  the  frequent 
id  aven  saem  to  insinuate,  that  they  have  littlo  subjects  of  their  devout  contemplation.     They 
nothing  to  do  with  the  contrivances  of  the  God  consider  them  in  relation  to  the  unceasing  agency 
Nature.    They  leave  it  to  the  genius  of  infidel  of  God,  by  whom  they  were  formed  and  arranged, 
lUoaophers  to  trace  the  anictilations  of  the  and  as  declaring  his  Witidom,Goodneas,  and  Om- 
naa,  the  branchings  of  the  veins  and  arteries,  nipotence  :  and,  with  this  view,  ought  all  the 
B  properties  of  light,  and  the  composition  of  scenes  of  the  visible  creation  to  be  investigated 
a  atmosphere,  while  they  proiesa  to  feast  their  by  his  intelligent  creatures.     • 
inda  on  mora  sublime  and  spiritual  entertain-  We  Ka^e  reason  to  believe,  that  it  is  owing, 
sola.    But,  surely,  such  astonishing  displays  in  part,  to  want  of  attention  to  the  Divine  wisdom 
the  wiadom  and  benignity  of  the  Most  Hi^,  andbeneficence,aseihibited  in  the  construction  of 
creation  exhibits,  were  never  intended  to  be  the  visible  world,  that  many  profiassed  Christians 
lasad  by  his  inti^lligtfnt  oflspring  with  apathy  entertain  so  vague  and  confiised  ideaa  respect- 
indifference  ;  and  to  do  so,  muHt  indicate  a  ing  the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  Deity,  aa  dia- 
rtain  degree  of  ingratitude  towards  Him  whose  played  in  the  economy  of  Redemption.    The 
ecaaant  anergv  sustains  the  whole  assemblage  terms,  Wisdom,  Groodness,  and  Beneficence, 
aantient  and  intelligent  beings,  and  who  dis-  in  their  mouths,  become  words  alrooat  without 
ftwa  himself,  in  their  construction  and  preser-  meaning,  to  which  no  precise  or  definite  ideas 
Uao,  tobe  "  wonderfiil  in  counsel,  and  excellent  are  attached ;  because  they  have  never  considered 
woricing.'*    Shall  we  imagine,  that,  because  the  instances  and  the  evidence  of  these  attributes, 
ad  atands  in  the  gracious  relation  of  our  Re-  displayed  in  the  material  ovation.     And,  if  our 
amar,  ha  has  cetised  to  stand  in  the  relation  of  minds  have  not  been  impressed  with  a  sense  of 
r  Creator  and  Preserver  ?    Or  shall  we  con*  the  wisdom  and  beneficence  of  Qody  in  those  ob* 
lar  those  aubjecta  as  tmworthy  of  our  attention,  jects  which  are  presented  to  the  external  sense, 
lieb  ar«  the  theme  of  the  praises  of  the  hea-  we  cannot  be  supposed  to  have  luminous  aud 
bIt  host?    Rev.  iv.  11.      Can  we  suppose  distinct  ideas  of  those  spiritual  objects  and  ar- 
tX  the  Aknij^ty  displayed  his  infinite  wisdom  rangements  which  are  removed  beyond  the  sphere 
Cha  curious  organization  of  the  human  eye,  of  our  corporeal  organs.  For  all  our  ideas,  in  rela^ 
at  man — the  only  being  in  this  workl  who  is  tion  to  Religion  and  its  objects,  are  primarily 
dowed  with  &cultiaa  capable  of  appreciating  derived  from  the  intimationa  we  receive  of  exter- 
nal objects,  through  the  medium  of  our  senses  ; 
*  Those  who  wish  to  prosecute  this  subject,  par-  ^„j  consequently,  the  more  clearly  we  perceive 
olarlT  that  part  of  It  whtch  relates  to  the  con-  .    .^^««lf  rirJi    i^  kU  «i«iM«  nnmrtttLnm  thm 
rancM  of  Divine  Wtsdom.  which  appear  to  the  the  agency  oTGod,  in  hw  vtsiWe  operattona,  the 

Imal  system,  will  find  ample  gratlflcation  In  Nleu-  more  shall  we  be  qualified  to  perceive  the  wiadoro 

aitjt's  'MUtlglpus  Phllo^pher."  vol  1,  and  D^^  ^^  harmony  ofhis  dispensationa,  aa  recorded  in 

lacy^  "  Natural  Theology."    A  variety  of  useful  Ir«  -.•    .• 

Sulis  on  this  subject  will  also  be  found  In  Ray's  the  volume  of  inspiration. 

nadom  of  God  in  the  Creation,"  Derham;8''Phy-  yf^  Ij^e  in  a  world,  aU  the  arrangamaats  of 

,a^|hattlogyr*ndBomiefs"  contemplation  of  ^hk*  ara  iba  affacia  of  infialta  WiaEia.    Wa 
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ue  ■orromiM  with  wanders  onevery  huid ;  and  man  to  be  inattentive  to  the  wooden  « 

tberernre  we  ceaae  to  adroire,  or  lo  fii  our  atten-  round  him,  what  can  be  more  plea«io| 

lion  on  anjr  one  of  the  wcnders  daily  perfermed  by  genial  to  a  rational  and  devoiii  tniiid, 

God.     We  have  never  been  accuatoaed  to  con-  trnt|ilationa  on  the  works  t€  tl.e  Mo 

template  or  to  inhabit  a  world  where  benevolence  "  What  can  be  more  ^mifyiti^"  My 

and  wisd«mi  are  not  displayed ;  and,  therefiire,  we  *'  than  to  conlem|>laie,  in  the  heaven 

are  apt  to  imagine,  that  ihe  circumstances  «»f  our  earth,  in  the  water,  in  the  ni^hi  and  i 

terrestrial  existence  cuuld  not  have  been  muoh  indeed,  tiimughout  all  oaiure,  the  prooi 

otherwise  than  they  actually  are.     We  belK»ld  they  aflbrd  of  the  wisdom,  the  purity, 

the  Sim  in  the  morning,  ascend'mg  from  the  east  goodness  of  our  great  Creator  and  Pi 

—a  th«Mi«and  shining  globes  are  seen  in  tlie  ca-  What  can  be  more  delightful  than  to  n 

Dopy  of  the  sky,  when  he  lias  disappeared  in  the  in  the  whole  creation,   in  all  the  natui 

wei^.     We  open  our  eyelids,  and  the  myriad  in  every  tiling  we  see,  traces  of  the  ei 

oTol^ects  which  compose  ap  extensive  landtcape  ing  providence  and  tender  mercy  of  t 

are,  in  a  moment,  painted  on  our  retina,*— we  Father  of  all  !** 
wish  to  move  our  bodies,  and,  in  an  instant,  the 
joints  and  muscles  of  our  hands  and  feat  perform  ■ 

their  several  functions.     W>  spread  ont  our  wet 

clothes  to  dry,  and  in  a  few  hours  the  moisture  is  SECTION  lY. 

evaporated.  We  behold  the  fields  drenched  with 

rain,  and  in  a  few  days  it  disappears,  and  is       OntktOo^dneaaorBtmtvolemetoftkg 
dispersed  through  the  surrounding  atmosphere,  to 

be  again  imbodied  into  douds.     These  ar«  all         The  Benevolence  of  God  is  that  | 

cowaisw  operations,  and,  tberelore,  thoughtless  of  his  nature,  by  which  he  communic 

and  ungrateiiil  man  seldom  onnsidera  the  obliga-  piness  to  the  various  ranks  of  aenaithr 

tiona  he  is  under  to  the  Author  of  his  existence,  talligent  existence. 
lor  the  numerous  enjoyments  which  flow  from        The  system  ofNaiin^,  b  all  its  parti 

these  wise  arrangements.     But  were  the  globe  an  unbounded  display  of  this  altribui 

we  inhabit,  and  all  its  appeodagea,  to  rMnain  in  Divine  Mind,  both  in  relation  to  mai 

their  present  state— and  were  only  the  principle  relation  to  the  subordinate  tribea  of 

of  evopera/ion  and  the  r^^i-aeliM  and  r^tttivt  existence.  In  relation  to  Afon—t ho  ma^ 

ptop«rtit9  of  the  air  lo  be  destroyed— we  should  and  glory  of  the  heavens    the  variegaied 

soon  frrl.  by  the  universal  glotim  which  woukl  en-  which  is  spread  over  the  scao«  ik  nai 

sue,  aiKi  by  a  thousand  other  inconveniences  we  beautiful  flowers,  shrubs,  and  treea,  wi 

shoull  siifler,  what  a  miserable  world  was  allotted  the  earth  is  adorned,  which  not  only  dt 

for  o)ir  abode.     We  should  most  sensibly  per-  eye,  but  perfume   the  air  with  their 

ceive  the  wisdom  and  gnodne«s  we  had  formerly  odours— the   various  kinds  r.f  agreeabi 

overli»oked,  and  woukl  most  ardrntly  implore  the  that  charm  the  ear — the  music  of  the 

restoration  of  th«ise  arrangements  for  which  we  songsters,  which  fill   the  groves  with  i 

were  never  siitHciently  grateful.  And  why  should  ludy — (he  thousands  of  pleasant  imag 

we  not  notp— while  we  enjoy  so  many  com^M-ts  delight  the  eye,  in  fhe  natiu-al  entbellid 

flowing  from   the  plans  of  infinite  Wisdom —  creation — the  agreeable  feelings  product 

have  our  attention  directed  lo  the  benevolent  con-  contact  of  almost  t  ver}'  thing  we  have 

trivanres  within  us,  and  aroimd  us.  in  order  tliat  to  toufh — the  pleasure  attaclied  to  eaiii 

gratefiji  em<>*ions  may  be  hourly  arising  in  our  ing.  muMnilarmoMiMi,  andacttvity^ — ihc! 

hearts,  to  the  Father  of  our  spirits  1  Fortlie  e9-  |>rofnMnn,  aiui  rich  variety  of  alimcota« 

sence  oftnie  religion  consists  (*hiet1y  in  ^ra<ihi/ie  earth  xfTords— and  the  in^errhantes  of 

lo  the  God  of  our  life,  and  the  Author  of  salva-  and  atfection — all  proclaim  the  Bt*nev< 

lion  ;  and  every  pleasing  sensation  ««e  feel  from  our  A)mi::hiy  Maker,  and  show  iliat  the 

the  harmonies  aiid  the  beauties  of  nature,  ought  nication  of  happiness  is  one  grand  obj< 

to  inspire  us  with  this  sacred  emotion.  "Hearken  his  arrangements.     For   these  circuc 

unto  this,  O  man  !  stand  still,  and  consider  the  are  i»ot   esaentiallif  requisite  lo  our   e: 

worwlerfiil  works  of  God.      Contemplate    the  We  might  have  lived,  and  breathed,  and 

balancings  of  the  clouds,  the  wondrous  works  though  every  thing  we  touched  had  ] 

of  Him  T(ho  is  perfect  in  knowledge.'' — *'  He  pain :  though  every  thing  we  ate  and  d 

hath  made  the  earth  by  his  power,  he  hath  esta-  been  bitter;  though  every  movrmont  ofo 

blished  the  world  by  his  wisdom.     When  lie  and  feet  had  been  accompanied  with  un 

uttereth  his  voice,  there  is  a  noise  of  waters  in  and  fatigue:  though  every  sound  had  beea 

the  heavens  ;  he  caiiseth  the  vapours  to  ascend  as  the  saw  of  the  carpenter ;  though  no  1 

firoiB  the  ends  ofthe  earth,  and  bringath  the  winds  warbled  in  the  groves;  though  no  iota 

o«t  of  his  treasorea."   WbM  it  ia  shameful  for  decked  the  fields,  or  filled  tha  air  with  ll 
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;  though  one  miTmried  scene  of  dull  uni-  mott  perfect  cootrist  to  the  felfiah  and  reTcngeful 

ity  had  prevailed,  and  beauty  and  aubliniity  diapoaitiona  of  mani  which  aa  far  transcends 

md  been  swept  Crom  the  face  of  nature  ;  though  human  benevolMice,  as  the  hesTens  in  extent 

ir^  earth  had  been  covered  with  a  mantle  of  black,  snrpan  the  earth — a  character  calculated  to  ex- 

lad  DO  radiant  orbs  had  appeared  in  nur  nocturnal  cite  our  highest  loTe  and  admiration,  and  which 

Kj.    But  what  a  miserable  world  should  we  then  we  are  called  upooi  in  the  Sacred  Grades,  to 

^Ts  inhabited,  compared  with  that  which  we  imitate  and  revere.    "  Be  ye  merciful,  as  your 

CMr  possess!    Life  would  have  passed  away  Father  who  is  in  heaven  is  merciful:  for  he 

ftthoot  enjoymoit :  and  pain  would  have  over-  maketh  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on   the 

•.lanced  the  pleasure  of  existence.    Whereas,  in  good,  and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on   the 

*m  existing  constitution  of  things,  all  the  objects  unjost." — "  O  that  men  would  praise  the  Lord  fi>r 

*^C9and  us,  and  every  sense  of  which  we  are  pos-  his  goodness,  and  for  his  wonderful  works  to  the 

>Vsed,  ««dien  preserved  in  its  natural  vigour,  have  children  of  men." 

^Itrect  tendency  to  produce  pleasing  sensations.  From  such  considerations,  we  learn,  even  from 

id  to  contribate  to  our  enjoyment :  and  it  is  the  system  of  nature,  that  mercy  is  an  attribute 

aiefly  when  we  indulge  in  foolish  and  depraved  of  the  Deity  ;  for,  if  mercy  consists  in  bestowing 

aasions,  and  commit  immoral  actions,  that  the  &vours  on  those  who  are  unworthy,  or  who  merit 

^evolent  intentions  of  the  Deity  are  frustrated,  punishment,  the  greatest  sinners  in  all  ages  have 

9d  pain  and  misery  produced.  riiared  in  it,  and  every  individual  of  the  human 

If  we  consider,  further,  that  the  inexhaustible  race  now  existing  enjoys  a  certain  portion  of 

omtyofthe  Creator,  and  the  numerous  pleasures  those  comforts  which  flow  from  the  benevolent 

'•  enjoy,  are  bestowed  upon  a  guilty  race  of  men,  arrangements  which  the  Creator  has  established. 

Be  benevolence  of  the  Deity  will  appear  in  a  **  He  maketh  the  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on  the 

tin  more  striking  point  of  view.    Man  has  dared  good."    Though  the  nations  in   ancient  times, 

»  rebel  against  his  Maker ;  he  is  a  depraved  and  as  well  as  at  present,  "  walked  in  their  own  way," 

ngratefifl  creature.    The  great  majority  of  our  indulging  in  impiety,  fobehood,  lewdness,  war, 

■en  have  banished  Qod  from  their  thoughts,  devastations,  revenge,  abominaUeldolatries,  and 

nmpled  opon  his  laws,  neglected  to  contemplate  every  other  violation  of  his  law,  he  still  supported 

lb  works,  refused  to  pay  him  that  tribute  of  the  Kinctions  of  their  animal  frames,  and  caused 

srerence  and  adoration  which  hb  perfections  the  influence  of  the  sim,  the  rains,  and  the  dews, 

issBand,  have  been  ungrateful  for  his  favours,  to  descend  upon  their  fieMs,  that  they  might  be 

•ve  Uasphemed  hw  name,  and  have  transferred  refreshed  with  his  bounty,  and  filled  "  with  food 

>  '*  four-footed  beasts,  and  creeping  things,"  that  and  gladness.*'  If  mercy  were  not  an  essential 
onage  which  b  due  to  him  alone.  It  has  been  attribute  of  the  Deity,  he  would  have  cut  them 
»  chief  part  of  their  employment,  in  all  ages,  down  in  the  midst  of  their  first  transgrenions, 

>  counteract  the  eflbcts  of  his  Beneficence,  by  shattered  to  pieces  the  globe  on  which  they  dwelt, 
iflicting  injustice,  oppression,  and  torture,  upon  and  buried  them  in  eternal  oblivion.  But  whether 
Bch  other ;  by  mainung  the  human  frame,  bum-  Divine  mercy  will  extend  to  the  final  forgiveness 
ig  cities  and  viHages,  turning  fruitful  fields  into  of  sin,  and  the  communication  of  eternal  happi- 

wUdemcss,  and  by  every  other  act  of  violence,  ness  to  such  beings,  cab  be  learned  only  from  the 

urying  deathand  destruction  through  the  world,  discoveries  of  revelation. 

Lod  if  water f  aiTf  and  the  Hght  ofh^xveny  had  In  relation  to  the  inferior  ontrmi/s— the  im- 

sen  placed  within  the  limits  of  their  control,  it  mense  multitude  of  living  creatures  with  which 

t  more  than  probable,  that  whole  nations  would  the  earth  is  replenished,  b  a  striking  evidence 

irebeen  occasionally  deprived  of  these  elements,  of  the   vast  profusion   of  Divine  Beneficence. 

>  essential  to  human  existence.  Yet,  notwith-  More  than  a  hundred  thousand  species  of  ani- 
■nding  the  preralence  of  such  depraved  dispo-  mated  beings  are  dupersed  tlirough  the  differ- 
tions,  the  streams  of  Divine  benevolence  to-  ent  regions  of  the  air,  the  water,  and  the  earih, 
■rds  our  apostate  race  have  never  yet  been  besides  myriads  which  are  invisible  to  the  un- 
tterrupted.  The  earth  has  never  stopped  in  its  assbted  eye.  To  estimate  the  number  of  in- 
ireer,  and  thrown  nature  into  a  scene  of  confu-  dividuab  belonging  to  any  one  species  b  beyond 
on ;  the  light  of  heaven  has  never  ceased  to  the  power  of  man.  What  countless  m3rriads 
nme  the  worid ;  the  springs  of  water  have  never  of  herrings,  for  example,  are  contained  in  a  single 
len  dried  up,  nor  has  the  fertile  soil  ceased  to  shoal,  which  is  frequently  more  than  six  miles 
wMi  the  plains  with  golden  harvests.  Ood  long  and  three  miles  broad.  To  estimate  the 
hath  not  left  himself  without  a  witness,"  to  his  number  of  individuals  in  all  the  different  species 
nefieence,  in  any  age,  in  that  he  hath  tmceas-  would,  therefore,  be  as  impossible  aa  to  count  the 
ghr  bestowed  on  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  grains  of  sand  in  the  Arabian  deserts.  There 
nJn  from  heaven,  and  fruitful  seasons,  filling  b  not  a  single  spot,  in  any  region  of  the  globe, 
■Ir  hearts  with  food  and  gladness."  This  is  but  what  teems  with  animated  beings.  Yet,  all 
»  of  the  ebaractera  of  Deity  which  forms  the  thb  vast  assemblage  of  sensitive  existence  is 
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amply  provided  to€  by  the  bouniiful  Creator,  cover  a  train  of  contrivance   to  brin^  aboitfa 

"  These    all     wait  U|Kn  him,  and  be  giveth  evil  purpose.    No  anaiomist  ever  disanrrredt 

them  their  mvat  in  due  neasun.'*     They  enjoy  ayttem  of  organization  caiculaU'd   to  prcdcei 

not  only  life,  but  also  a  happy  existence.    Tlie  pain  and  diseabe ;  or  in  explainuig  the  parti  ot*^ 

sportive    motions  and  gu«ticulations  of  all  the  human  budy,  ever  mid,  This  is  lo  irritate  ;  thisip 

animal  tribes — the  birds  kkimmiiig   tlirough  (he  inDaine  ;  this  duct  is  to  convey   the  gravel  to  iH 

air,  warbling  in  the  groves,  and  perching  on  the  kidneys  ;  this  gland  to  secrete  th«>  humoor  wbick 

trees— the  beasts   of  the   field,  boimding  in  the  lurm<  the  gout.     If,  by   choiice,  he  come  at  fe 

forests,  and  through  the  lawns — the  fishes  ffporl-  part  of  which  he  knows  not  the  use,  the  moslht 

ing  in  the  waters^the  reptiles  wriggling  in  the  can  say  is,  that  it  is  uselaes ;  oo  oue  ever  su^ccB 

dust,  and  the   winged    insects,  by  a   thcmsand  that  it  is  put  there  to  inoimniude,  to  annoy,  m 

wanton  mazes  —  all  declare  that  they  are   re-  torment.    Since,  then,  God  hath  called  farh  !■ 

joicing  in  their  existence,  and  in  the  exercise  of  consummate  wisdom  to  contrive  and  provide  fir 

those  powers  with  which  the  Creator  has  fur-  our  happiness,  and   the   world  appears  to  hm 

nishedihem.   So  thai,  wherever  we  turn  our  eyes,  been  constituted  with    this  desi^    at   firii,ii 

we  evidently  perceive,  that "  the  earth  is  fiill  of  long  as  this  constitution   is  upheld  by  hiB,«i 

the  go<Hlnoss  of  the  Lord;'*  and  that  *'  his  tender  must,  in  reason,  suppose  the  aune  design  lo  oat> 

mercies  are  over  all  his  works."     This  subject  tinue.*' — Poky**  Morai  PkUompkqf^  BntklL 

is  boundless— but  it  would  be  inconsistent  with  Chap.  5. 

the  limited  plan  of  this  work,  to  enter  into  any        Thus,  I  have  endeavoured,  in  this  and  the  pi^ 

particular  details.    And  it  is  the  less  necessary,  ceding  section,  to  exhibit  a  few  specioKvs  of  ^ 

when  we  consider,  that  every  instance  of  Divine  Wisdom  and  Goodnesa  of  €iod,  in  the  system  tf 

Wisdom  is,  at  the  same  time,  an  instance  of  nature.  These  might  have  be«u  multiplied  to  « 

bentvoUnee;  for  it  is  the  ultimate  object  of  all  indefinite  extent,  but   the  inatances  adduced,! 

the  wise  contrivances  in  the  system  of  Nature,  presume,  are  sufficient  to  show,  diat  theeconcy 

that  happiness  may  be  comnmnicated  to  the  va-  of  the  material  worid  is  not  altogether  a  hami 

rious  ranks  of  sensitive  and  intelligent  existence,  subject,   to  a  pious  and  contemplative  mu/L 

Qoodntaa  chooses  the  end,  and  wiadom  selects  Every  intelligent  believer   in   Revriation  «9 

the  mmt  proper  means,  for  its  accomplishment ;  readily  admit,  that  it  would  be  a  highly  desirifab 

80  that  these  two  attributes  must  always  be  con-  oligect,  to  induce  upon  the  mass  oTChristians  Mefc 

■idered  in  simultaneous  operation.    And,  thero-  a  habit  of  devout  attention  to  the  visible  works  tf 

fere,  the  instances  I  have  already  specified,  of  creation,  as  would  lead  them,  in  their  social  ol 

the  Wisdom  and  Intelligence  of  the  Creator,  may  solit^iry  walks,  to  recognize  the  a|Eency  of  Gsd^ 

also  be  considered,  as  exemplifications  of  Divine  in  every  object  they  behold ;  to  raise  their  thoii||hBr 

Benevolence.    I  shall,  therefore,  cotK:Iudo  this  to  Him  as  the  Great  First  Cauae,  and  tost^ 

topic  with  the  following  extract  from  Dr.  Paley.  pand  their  hearts  with  emotions  of  gralittA* 

"  Contrivance  proves  design ;  and  the  promi-  How  very  different  must  bo  the  sentimenti  asd 

Dent  tendency  uf  the  contrivance,  indicates  the  the  piety  of  the  man  who  looks  on  the 


disposition  of  the  designer.    The  world  abounds  of  wisdom  and  magni6cence  around  hiD^  wiA 

with  contrivances  ;  and  all  tlie  contrivances  we  a  "brute  unconscious  gaze,"  as  thousands  of 

are  acquainted  with,  are  directed  to  beneficial  professed  Christians  do— and  the  gratefel  asd 

purposes.     Evil,  no  doubt,  exists  ;  but  it  is  never  pious  emotiuns  of  him  who  recognizes  theb^ 

that  we  can  perceive,  the  object  of  contrivance,  nevolent  agency  uf  God,  in  the  motions  of  kif 

Teeth   are  contrived  to  eat,  not  to  ache ;  their  fingers,  and   his  eyeballs  ;   in  the  pubatioa  of 

aching  now  and  then,  is  incidental  to  the  con-  his   heart ;   in  the  picture  of  external  c4»|ecti 

trivancc,  perhaps  insc{>arable  from  it;  or  oven,  every  moment  formed  on  his  retina;  in  the  i^ 

if  you  will,  let  it  be  called  a  defect  in  the  ci>n-  flection  of  the  rays  of  light,  and  the  diversiM 

trivanco,  but  it  is  not  the  ohJ€ct  of  it.     This  is  a  colours  they  produce;  in  the  drying  of  his  clodMi 

distinction  which  well  deserves  to  be  attended  to.  in   the  constitution  of  tlie  alroos^here;  in  tbs 

In  describing  implements  of  husbandry,  you  will  beauty  and   magnificence  of  the  earth  and  iki 

hardly  say  of  a  sickle,  that  it  is  made  to  cut  the  heavens;  and  in  every  other  object  that  meelsbii 

rea[>er*s  fingers,  iliough  from  the  construction  eye,  in  the  expanse  of  nature !  The  numberksi 

of  the  instrument,  and  the  manner  of  using  it,  astonishing  instances  of  Divine  agency,  wbkdk 

this  miscliief  ofien  happens.    But  if  you  had  every  whcf^o  present  themselves  to  our  view  ii 

occasion  to  describe  instniments  of  torture  or  ex-  the   scene  around  us,  seem  evidently  intcadei 

eeution,  This,  you  would  say,  is  to  extend  the  si-  to    arrest   the  mind   to   a  consideration  of  a 

news  ;  this  to  dislocate  the  joints  ;  this  to  break  *'  ever-present  Deity  ;"  and  I  envy  not  the  so- 

tbe  bones;  this  to  scorch  the  soles  of  the  feet,  timents-or  the  feelings  of  that  man  .who  ias-       ^ 

Here  pain  ati.i  misery  are  the  very  objects  of  the  gines,  that  he  stands  in  no  need  of  such  sfntiHt       i 

contrivance.     Now  nothing  of  this  sort  is  to  be  mediums,  to  impretw  his  mind  with  a  snas  cf      i 

feund  ID  the  works  of  nature.    We  never  dis-  the  benevolent  care  and  oimupresenes  of  Goi       ! 


CHAPTER  II. 

AININa  A  CURSORY  VIEW  OP  80MB  OF  THE  SCIENCES  WHICO  ARE  RELATED 
TO  RELIGION  AND  CHRISTIAN  THEOLOGY. 

Y  has  generally  been  riewed  as  a  rather  as  so  many  independent  branches  of  seco- 
ry  limited  range  :  and,  hence,  when  lar  knowleflge,  tlian  as  subservient  to  the  elucida- 
mitted  into  the  circle  oftho  sciences,  tion  oflhe  facts  and  doctrines  of  religion  and  to  the 
er  space  has  been  allotted  fur  its  dis-  accomplishment  of  ii«  benevolent  designs.  Hence, 
1  has  been  devoted  to  almost  any  it  has  happened  iliat  Philosophy  ai^  Religion, 
ment  of  human  knowledge.  When  instead  ^Jlf  marching  hand  in  iiand  to  the  ponals  of 
owcver,  in  its  must  extensive  sense,  immi)rtality,  have  frequently  set  tJiemselves  in 
ons  to  the  Divine  Being — to  his  past  hostile  array ;  and  combats  have  ensued  equally 
ispensaiions  towards  the  human  race  injurious  to  the  interests  of  both  parties.  The 
sent  circumstances  and  the  future  Philosopher  has  occasionally  been  disposed  to 
in — and  to  the  physical  and  moral  investigate  the  economy  of  nature,  without  a  refer- 
Jl  the  sentient  and  intelligent  beings  ence  to  the  attributes  of  that  Almighty  Being  who 
have  any  intimation^-it  ought  to  be  presides  over  its  movements,  as  if  the  universe 
}  most  varied  and  comprehensive  of  were  a  self- moving  and  independent  machine ; 
es ;  as  embracing,  within  its  ezten-  and  has  not  unfirequently  taken  oocesioo,  from 
iQ  the  other  departments  of  useful  certain  obscure  and  insulated  &cts,  to  throw  out 
oth  human  and  divine.  As  it  has  insinuations  hostile  to  the  truth  and  the  charao- 
bject,  it  must  include  a  knowledge  ter  of  the  Christian  Revelation.  The  Theob- 
»e  he  has  funned— of  the  movements  g^t  on  the  other  band,  in  the  heat  of  his  intem- 
MUinually  going  on  throughout  the  perate  zeal  against  the  infidel  philoec^her,  has  on- 
)f  his  empire,  in  so  far  as  they  lie  guardedly  been  led  to  declaim  against  the  study 
nspection — of  the  attributes  which  of  science,  as  if  it  were  imfriendly  to  religion- 
displayed  in  all  his  operations— of  has,  in  effect,  set  the  works  of  Giod  in  opposition 
wn  he  has  framed  ibr  the  regulation  to  his  word — has  confounded  the  fooliah  theories 
igenoes — of  the  merciful  arrange-  of  speculative  minds  with  the  rational  study  of  the 
made  for  the  restoration  of  fallen  works  of  Deity— end  has  thus  prevented  the  mas* 
>lans  by  which  the  knowledge  of  his  of  mankind  from  expanding  tlieir  minds,  by  the 
irculated  and  extended  in  the  world  contemplation  of  the  beauties  and  sublimities  of 
live— of  the  means  by  which  truth,  nature. 

rity,  and  order,  are  to  be  promoted         it  is  now  high  time  that  a  complete  recoocilia- 

»ostate  race,  in  order  to  their  rosto-  tion  were  effected  between  these  contending  par^ 

bappiuess  they  have  lost — together  ties.    Religion  ought  never  to  disdain  to  derive 

)  diversified  ramifications  of  know-  her  «up|x>rts  and  illustrations  from  the  researches 

have  either  a  more  remote  or  a  of  science ;    for  the  investigations  of  philoso" 

ite  bearing  on  the  grand  object  now  phy  into  the  economy  of  Nature,  from  whatever 

ike  the  lines  which  proceed  frum  motives  they  may  be  undertaken,  are  nothing 

"ence  to  the  centre  of  an*  immense  ^^^  ^^^  an  inquiry  into  the  plans  and  opera- 

i  moral*  arts  and  sciences  which  ^ons  of  the    Eternal  Mind.    And  Philosophy  ' 

vented  by  men— every  department  ought  alwajrs  to  consider  it  as  her  highest  honour, 

Nrledge,  however  far  it  may,  at  first  to  walk  as  an  handmaid  in  the  train  of  that  reli- 

to  be  removed  from  religion— may  gion  which  points  out  the  path  to  the  regions  of 

I  as  having  a  direct  bearing  on  The-  eternal  bliss.     By  their  mutual  aid,  and  the  sub* 

rand  central  point,  and  as  having  a  serviency  of  the  one  to  the  other,  the  moral  and 

icy  to  promote  its  important  objects,  intellectual  improvement  of  roan  will  be  promot- 

lo  be  regretted,  that  Theology  has  ^>  '^^  the  benevolent  purposes  of  God,  in  the 

len  contemplated  in  this  point   of  kingdom  of  providence,  gradually  accumpliBhed. 

kt  the  sciences  have  been  considered  ^t  ^h®°  *«t  in  opposition  to  each  other,  the 

human  mind  is  bewildered  and  retarded  in  ite 

;  fhoral  Is  here  used  to  its  appllcaUon  P"V^"»  »^  the  I>eity  is  apt  to  be  considered 

B  there  are  certain  arts  which  must  u  set  in  opposition  to  himself— as  proclaiming 

,  therefore,  cannot  have  a  autoi  vS^  vswion,  and  anotner,  and  an  opposite  system, 

ote  the  ol^ecU  of  reUgton.  from  the  economy  of  nature.    But  if  the  Chrk- 
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tbn  Rerelatioo  tad  the  ijitem  of  the  matarial  other  otycto  aoldom  aodeed,  which  itoddiyy 

world  derived  their  origin  from  the  Mine  Ai-  no  leee  interesting,  and,  in  some  inmnrfi,  mtik 

mighty  Being,  the  meet  complete  hamiooy  must  more  novel  and  gratifying  to  the  fenerai  rrdla, 

■ubeist  between  the  revelations  they  respectively  and  to  the  youthful  mind.     Att  the  diveniU 

uniuld  ;  and  the  apparent  inconsistencies  which  forms  of  matter,  whether  existing  on  the  suAa 

occur,  must  be    owing  chiefly  to  the  circum-  or  in  the  bowels  of  the  earth,  in  the  ocesa,  m 

stances  of  our  present  station  in  the  universe,  and.  atmosphere,  or  in  the  heaTens,  form  the  kgifr 

to  the  obscure  and  limited  views  we  are  obliged  mate  objects  of  this  dcpartAieDt  of  the  actcnee  d 

to  take  of  some  of  the  grand  and  diventified  ob-  nature. 

jects  they  embrace.    And,  thertsibre,  we  have  Were  we,  therefore,  to  sketcrh  a  eomprdwi^ 

reason  to  believe  that,  when  the  system  of  nature  dve  outline  of  the  subjects  of  ^ati  ml  HhMv, 

shall  be  more  extensively  explored,  and  the  lead-  we  might,  in  the  first  place,  take  a  eorsaiy  s«f> 

ing  objects  of  revelation  contemplated  in  a  clearer  vey  of  the  globe  wef4nhabit,  ia  nifeiwm  t»  i£i 

light,  without  being  tinged  with  the  &Le  colour-  magnitude,  figure,  motions,  and  feocral  ■niapi 

ing  of  perty  opinions  s[nd  contracted  views,  and  ments— the  form,  relations,  and  extent  tf  ilso» 

when  rational  inquirers  shall  conduct  their  re-  tinents — the  numerous  islapda  whkh  divcoi^ 

searches  with  a  greater  degree  of  reverence,  humi-  the  sur&ce  of  the  ocean     the  magnitude,  thedireo* 

Uty  and  Christian  temper,  the  beauty  and  harmo-  tion,  and  the  extent  of  its  rivers,  and  theqaMlilf 

ny  of  all  the  plans  and  revelations  of  the  Deity,  in  of  water  they  ptHir  into  the  ocean     tiie  iint> 

reference  both  to  the  physical  and  the  nK>ral  world,  tion,  elevation,  and  extent  of  the  diflerenc  naga 

will  be  more  distinctly  perceived  and  appreciated,  of  mountains,  which  rise  from  its  suriaoe^-ibe 

In  the  following  cursory  sketches,  it  forms  no  plains,  morasses,  lakes,  forests,  dells,  and  <aa^ 

part  of  my  plan  to  trace  even  an  ouUme  of  the  deserts,  which  diversify  its  aspect    the  cstmt, 

diflTerent  sciences  which  are  connected  with  reli-  the  motions,  the  colour,  and  the  difiercu  aspeai 

gion,  much  leas  to  enter  into  any  particular  de-  of  the  ocean,  and  the  focla  ^icfa  have  been  aie» 

tails,  in  relation  to  their  foots  and  principles.   It  tained  respecting  its  saltnesa,  its  deplh,its  bouoa, 

wouU  be  comparatively  easy  to  fill  up  the  remain-  and  its  different  currents.    We  might  nest  iikt 

ing  sheets  of  this  volume  with  skeletons  of  the  a  more  particular  view  of  some  of  the  OMMtr^ 

different  scimicee  ;  but  such  meager  details  as  markabliB  objects  on  its  surfooe,  and  give  adrtd 

b^Moved  to  be  brought  forward,  could  not  be  of  the  foots  which  are  known  respecting  the  \» 

interesting  to  the  general  reader,  and  would  fail  tory  of  eofcenees     their  number^— ihe  cooalfiM 

in  accomplishing  the  obj()ct  proposed.    My  de-  in  which  they  are  situated— the  awfol  phm»> 

sign  simply  is,  to  select  some  leading  focts,  or  mena  they  exhibit    and  the  devascatioM  Ihfj 

general  truths,  in  relation  to  some  of  the  physical  have  produced  ;  the  history  ofearffcyaiis,  ikdr 

sciences,  for  the  purpose  of  show  ing  their  conneo-  phenoinena  and  efiects,  and  the  oountiiss  BMt 

tion  with  the  ol^ecu  of  religion  and  the  interests  subject  to  their  ravages — basaltic   and  rodkj 

of  rational  piety.     At  the  same  time,  such  de-  wonders,  natural  bridges,  precipices,  oatar•cl^ 

finite  descriptions  will  be  given  as  will  enable  ice  islands,  icebergs,  glaciers,  whirlpools,  ms^ 

common  readers  to  appreciate  the  objects  and  ral  wells,  reciprocating  fountains,  boil  ing  spria|i| 

bearings  of  the  different  branches  of  knowledge  sulphuric  mountains,  bituminous  lakes,  vokane 

which  may  be  presented  tu  their  view.  islands — the  various   aspects  of  nature  ia  ^ 

The  first  science'*'  I  shall  notice  is  that  of  different  zones,  and  the  contrasts   presmtcd  k^ 

tween  the  verdant  scenes  of  tropical  climes,  md 

HATURAL  HISTORY.  ,|,^  j^^  gljff^  of  ihe  polsT  regioQS.    We  wmU 

This  science,  taken  in  its  most  comprehensive  next  take  a  survey  of  the  subterraneous  weodof 

sense,  includes  a  knowledge  and  description  of  which  lie  beneath  the  surfiure  of  the  earth— As 

all  the  known  facts  in  the  material  universe.  immenne  chasms  and  caverns  which  wind  is  n- 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  most  books  published  rious  directions  among  the  interior  strata  of  oar 

imder  the  title  of  Natural  Hutory^  to  which  com-  globe— such  as  the  great  Kentucky  cavern,  md 

mon  readers  have  access,  contain  nothing  more  Uie  grotto  of  Antiparos— the   mines  of  saU,eoat| 

than  a  general  description  of  animals,  as  if  this  copper,  lead,  diamond,  irra,  quicksilver,  tio,^ 

science  were  confined    merely  to  one  class  of  and  silver — the  substances  whidi  compose  lU 

beings ;  whereas  there  is  an  infinite  variety  of  yanous  strata,  the  foiwil  bones,  shells,  and  petti- 

•Theterm#ci«i«,  In  its  most  general  and  exten-  foctions,  which  are  imbedded  in  the  difocst 

slve  sense,  signifles  ktwwtedgre,  particularly  that  layers,  and  the  bendings  and  disruptions  whidi 

spocios  of  knowled^  which  is  acfiuired  by  the  exer-  _'__._  ,.  u.-^   tAk«>n  nla<^  in    tlwi  mlMfaMM 

lion  of  the  human  faculties.    In  a  mora  restricted  »PPe*'to  have  taken  place  m   the  mtMtavM 

sense,  it  denotes  a  tvtttimaHe  species  of  knowledge,  which  compose  the  extenor  crust  of  the  caili. 

which  consisu  of  rule  and  order,  such  as  Mathema-  yf^  miffht  next  survey  the  otmosoAere  with  wkick 

lies.  Astronomy,  Natural  Philosophy,  Ac- In   the  ,.     ^.  *.    .     .„:,-^  -n.i  ^/T.  j^.n^  lU 

discussions  contained  in  this  work,  it  Is  used  In  iu  "•  w^^h  is  environed,  and  give  a  detail  «f  IM 

most  general  sense,  as  denoting  the  various  depart'  facts  which  have  been  ascertained  respecting  ill 


ments  of  human  knowledge,  in  which  sense  history,  aiMcifii*  oravitv  and  nressure.  the  «l— *— .—■ *  nki 
both  natural,  dvll.  and  sacred,  may  be  \mi^  specinc gravity  ina pressure, me eieMttgpnr 
iSmOL  ciples  of  which  it  is  ooopoonded,  its  ttjiirtlii 
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rafleetife  powers,  and  the  phenomeDa  which  whole  compass  of  nature,  which  afTords  a  more 

nmlt  from  its  various  properties  and  moditica-  striking  instance  of  the  beneficial  and  hanno- 

tiont— the  metwn  whidi  appear  in  its  diflerent  uioud  adaptation  of  thin^  in  the  universal  8y»- 

wpona   -thunder  and  lightning,  winds,  hail,  rain,  lern.  We  wuuKi,  thoroforv,  considtir  il  in  rttfurence 

douds,  rainbows,  parhetias  or  mock-sun:!,  meto  to  its  vast  abundance  in  all  parts  of  the  world— 

«ric  siooea,  the  aurora  borealis,  luminous  arches,  the   numerous!  sub^ttanccs  into  winch  it  enters 

igPM  ^ui,  the  roira{[e,  the  fata   morgana,  hur-  into  C4>mbin&tion — its  magnutical  properly— its 

ricanes,  monsoons,  whirlwinds  and  waterspout)!,  capability  of  bfino  fusud  and  weideii — the  nu« 

•oundi  and  echoes.  merous   uisefii!   utensils  it  has  been  the  means 

In  prosecuting  our  surrey  of  sublunary  natun;,  of  proditcing — its  ajsency  in  carrying  furv% anJ  im- 

W0  would  neat  advert  to  the  various  ordi.'rs  of  provcments  in  au'i  and  pcieiice,  in  the  civilization 

the  9€geUMe  triba — their  anatomical  structure  ofbarbarous  tribes,  and  in  promoting  the  progrt-.s 

— Che  circuUtioo   of  their  juices — the  (bod  by  of  the  human  mind;  and thi*  aids  which  it  atfurds 

iriiich  ihey  are  nourished— the  influence  of  light  to  iho  Christian  missionary  in  hvalhun  lands. 

•ad  air  on  their  growth  and  motions — their  malo  Having  surveyed  the  inanimate  |iaris  of  the 

•Ad  laaialtt  o^^s-^heir  periods  (i£  longevity —  terraqr.eou.*  glob«;,  and  its  appendages,  we  might 

Iheir  modes  dT  propagation — thuir  diseases  and  next  direct  our  attention  to  ihe  animated  tribes 

diMokitioQ— their  orders,  genera,  and  species —  with  which  it  is  pcop'.iHl.     Beginning  at  Man^ 

tlMir  immense  variety — their  influence  on  the  the  hea<l  of  the  animal  creation,  we  would  de- 

■■iubrity  of  the  atmosphere— the  relation  which  tail  the  princi|m.l  f.icis  whicli  have  been  asccr- 

Cheir  roots,  leaves,  and  fruits  bear  to  the  wants  lained  res|>ccting   his   btruciure   aini   organicai 

of  man  an^  other  animals,  in  supplying  food,  functions — the  muscular  movements  of  the  hii- 

dolhingy  and  materials  (or  constructing  habiia-  man  body,  the  system  of  boneji,  nerves,  veins, 

tHW    Ihe  gtirai  and  resinous  substances  they  anJ  arteries  ;  ilie  process  of  respiration ;  and  the 

«liide-^be  odours  they  oxhale^the  variety  of  organs  of  vision,  hearing,  smelling,  tasting,  and 

eolours  they  exhibit — the  vast  diversity  of  forms  feeling,  by  which   he  holds  a  correspondence 

fa  which  they  appear — and  the  beauty  and  va»  with  the  material  world— the  modifications  which 

rwtj  which  they  spread  over  the  whole  face  o(  ap|>ear  in  his  corporeal  frame  and  in  his  mental 

Btture.  faculties,  during  the  periods  of  infancy,  puberty, 

The  Mineral  hngdom  wouM  next  require  to  be  manhood,  and  old  age— the  causes  and  phenomena 

•arvejed.  We  would  inquire  into  the  facts  which  of  sleep  and  dreaming- the  varieties  of  I  lie  human 

been  ascertained  respecting  the  earthy  ^  so-  race,  in  respect  of  colour,  stature,  and  featureiH— 

I,  h\^ammabUj  and  metalHc  substances  which  the  deviations  from  the  ordinary  course  of  nature, 

(b«iad  on  the  surface  and  in  the  bowels  of  which  occasionally  occur,  in  the  case  of  monsters, 

the  earth— their  specific  and  distinguishing  cha*  dwarfs,  and  giants — the  moral  and   intellectual 

RMters— the  elementary    princiiiles,    or  simple  faculties — and  those  distinguishing  cliaracieristics 

■nbttanoes,  of  which   they  are  composed — the  which  prove  the  superiority  of  man  over  the  other 

rogions  of  the  earth  where  the  respective  mine-  tribes  of  animated  nature. 

cak   most   frequently  abound — and    the    endi  The    inferior  ranks   of  the  animal  creation 

which  they  are  designed  to  accomplish  in  the  would  next  demand  our  attention.     We  would 

eoMtitation  of  the  globe.     We  would  consider,  take  a  survey  of  the  numerous  tribes  ofQiiadru- 

More  particularly,  the  various  metals,  such  as  pec/9.  Birds,  FUhes,  Serpents^  lAzardSj  and  In- 

iron,  copper,  lead,  tin,  gold,  silver,  bismuth,  zinc,  necU,  in  reference  to  the  characteristic  marks  by 

Jfce.  in  reference  to  tlio  substances  with  which  which  t!ie  diflcrent  species  are  distinguished, — 

they  are  united  in  their  native  ores — the  changes  iheir  food  and  habitations— lh<;  different  modes 

produced  upon  them  by  the  action  of  oxygen  and  in  which  tiiey  dis|ilay  their  architective  faculty, 

the  different  acids — tlieir  combustibility — their  in  constructing  places  of  abode  for  shelter  and 

coobination  with  phosphorus,  sulphur,  and  car-  protection — the  clottiing  with  which  tticy    are 

boo ;  and  the  various  compounds  into  which  they  furnished — their  sagacity  in  finding  out  the  pro- 

wmj  be  formed — their  important  uses  in  the  arts  per  means  for  subsistence  and  self-preservation — 

wfaidi  minister  to  the  comfort  and  embellishment  their  hostilities — their  artifices  in  catching  their 

ef  human  life— their  relation  to  the  muhifarious  prey,  and  escaping  their  enemies — their  modes 

■eeenitiet  of  roan — and  the  wisdom  and  good-  of  propagation — their  transformations  from  one 

■aea  of  the  Creator,  as  displayed  in  their  ar-  state  and  ibrm  to  another — their  migrations  to 

nugement  in  the  bowels  of  the   earth,  and  in  different  countries  and  climates— their  various 

tfaa  adnirable  properties  of  which  they  are  pos-  instincts — their  care  in  rearing  and  protecting 

■eased.    In   these  details,  tlie  natultd   history  their  young — their  passions,  mental  diaracters, 

of  iran  would  hokl  a  prominent  place.     In  point  and  social  dispositions — their  language,  or  modes 

^tUUUffy  it  claims  the  highest  rank  in  the  class  of  communication  with  each  ot  her— Uieir  capaci« 

of  BeCale,aiid  is  intrinsically  more  valuable  than  ties  for  instruction  and  improvement — their  di^ 

gold  and  liher,  and  all  the  diamonds  of  the  East,  ferent  powers  of  locomotion — tlie  adaptation  of 

— Thvd  il  Karoely  a  mineral  fuhstanee  in  the  aU  their  organa  to  the  purposes  for  which  the/ 
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■eem  intended — the  indication*  they  give  of  rious  attention  of  erery  rational  intelHgncCf 
being  possessed  ofmoraldi»posiiion8  and  rational  thatwidhrs  to  trace  the  perfections  and  a^staqf 
powers — their  different  periods  of  longevity,  and  of  the  Almighty  Creator.  To  invtrstigatc  At 
the  ends  which  they  are  intended  to  subserve  in  c<xluc*  at'  tlie  diversified  phenoraena  which  ik 
the  syne m  of  nature.  Along  with  these  details,  material  world  exhibits,  and  the  pnociplrs  aai 
certain  views  might  be  exhibited  of  (he  various  modes  by  which  many  of  the  facts  now  aL'oded 
forms  of  sensitive  life,  and  modes  of  existence,  to  are  ascertained,  is  the  peculiar  province  </ 
which  obtain  in  those  numerous  species  of  an-  Natural  Philosophy,  Chymistry,  and  the  Alatb^ 
imals  which  are  invisible  to  the  naked  oye,  and     matical  Sciences.  ^ 

which  the  microscope  discovers  in  almost  every         Amid  »o  vast  a  variety  of  objects  asNatunl 
department  of  nature.  History  presents,  i:  is  difficult  to  fix  on  any  per* 

Having  surveyed  the  objects  which  compose  ticular  facts,  as  specimens  of  the  iBtcresiuii 
our  sublunary  system,  we  would  next  direct  our  nature  of  this  department  of  knowledge,  witboal 
view  to  the  regions  of  the  sky,  and  contemplate  going  beyond  the  limits  to  which  I  am  necessarily 
the  facts  which  have  been  discovered  in  relation  to  confined  in  this  volume.  I  shall  caateal  aaysclf 
the  celestial  orbs.  We  would  first  attend  to  the  with  a  description  of  two  objectit,  ^icb  have  a 
oppareni  motion  of  the  sun,  the  different  points  of  reference  chiefly  to  the  vegetable  kingrioai.— 
the  horizon  at  which  he  seems  to  r'ne  and  set,     The  first  of  tliese  im 

and  the  different  degrees  of  elevation  to  which  he  The  Davian  Tbec.-— **Thia  tree,  which  is 
arrives,  at  different  seasons  of  the  year, — the  also  called  the  BifrrTVrc,  or  ihc  Imdmrn  fltg^'m 
different  aspects  he  presents  as  viewed  from  dif-  one  of  the  most  curious  and  beautifiil  of  Nature's 
ferent  parts  of  the  earth's  surfiice,  and  the  differ-  productions, in  the  genial  climate  of  India,  when 
ent  lengths  of  days  and  nights  in  different  parts  she  sports  with  the  greatest  variety  and profiisioa. 
of  the  world.  We  would  next  attend  to  the  varied  Each  tree  is  in  itself  a  grove ;  and  aone  of  tbea 
phases  of  the  moon — the  direct  and  retrograde  are  c^an  amazing  size  and  extent,  acd,  ccntraiy 
motions  of  the  planets  —  the  apparent  diurnal  to  most  other  animal  and  vegetable  prodvctioas, 
motion  of  the  whole  celestial  sphere,  fi-om  east     seem  to  be  exempted  from  decay.     Every  branch 

towest— and  the  different  clusters  of  stars  which  fitun  the  main  body  throws  out  ita  own  roots; 
are  seen  in  our  nocturnal  sky,  at  different  sea-  at  first,  in  small  tender  fibres,  several  yards  froB 
sons  of  the  year.     We  would  next  0(Hisider  the     the  ground  ;  these  continually  grow  thicker,  mtil, 

deductions  which  science  has  made,  respecting  by  a  gradual  descent,  they  reach  the  surfiMe,  an! 

the  order  and  arrangement  of  the  planets  which  there,  striking  in,  they  increase  to  large  truakt, 

compose  the  solar  system— -their  distances  from  and  become  {larent   trees,    shooting  out  nev 

the  sun,  and  from  the  earth — their  magnitudes  branches  from  the  tops.     These,   in  tine,  na> 

— ^e  periods  of  their  diurnal  and  annual  revo-  pond  their   roots,  and    receiving    nooridiacM 

lufioiis  —  the    secondary    planets,    or    moons,  from  the  earth,  swell  into  trunks,  and  almoi  ferth 

which  accompany    th<^m  —  their  eclipses — -the  other  branches;  thus  continuing  in  a  stale  of 

various  phenomena  whicV  thoir  surfaces  present  progres5ion,  so  k>ng  as  the  earth,  the  first  parent 

when  vie^vcd  throu^^h  t<;los4;f>|)04 — the  physical  of  them   all,  contributes    her  sustenance.     A 

influence  which  some  oftlem  produce  on  the  banian  tree,  with  many  trunks,  fi-^rms  the  most 

surface  of  our  globe — and  the  sini;ular  appear-  beautiful  walks,  vista«*,  and  cool  recesses,  thll 

ance    of  those    bodies    called    ComtUj   which  can  be  imnj^ined.     The  leaves  are  large,  toltf 

occasionally  visit  this  part  of  our  system.     We  and  of  a  lively  oreen ;  the  fruit  is  a  small^,  whei 

would,  in  the  next  place,  extend  our  views  to  ripe  of  a  bright  scarlet,  nflbrdmg  sustenance  le 

the  starry   regions,  and   consider  the    number  monkeys,  squirrels,  peacocks,  and  birds  of  va> 

of  stars  which  proi^ent  themselves  to  the  naked  rious  kinds,  which  dwc'.l  among  the  branches, 
sye  —  the  immensely   greater   numbers   which         ''  The   Hindoos    are  peculiarly  find  of  tfte 

are  discovered  by  tel(N9cope»— the  systontfi  into  banian  tree  ;  ihey  consider  its  long  duratien.  its 

which  they  appear  to  be  arroni^ed  —  the  facts  outstretching  arms,  and  its  overshadowing  beoe- 

which  have  been  oscertained    respecting  nets  ficence,  as  emblems  of  the  Deity,  ami  ajookosi  pay 

stars — double  and  triple  star*— stars  once  visi-  it  divine  honours.     The  brahmins,  who  thu 

ble,  which  have  now  disappeared  from  the  hea-  *  find  a  fane  in  every  sacred  grove,'  spend  much  of 

vens— variable  stars,  whose  lustre  is  increased  their  time  in  religious  solitude,  under  the  shade 

and  diminished  at  different  periods. of  time — and  of  the  banian  tree  ;  they  plant  it  near  their  ten- 

the  stiucture  and  position  of  the  many  hundre<is  |)Ies  or  pagodas ;  and  in  those  villages  where  theit 

olCNebuUBj  or  starry  systems,  which  appear  to  be  is  no  structure  erected  (br  public  worship,  they 

dispersed  throughout  the  immensity  of  creation,  place  an  image  under  one  of  theae  trees,  and  then 

All  the   particulars  now    stated,  and   many  perform  a  morning  and  evening  sacrifice.    Tbs 

others  which  might  have  been  specified — corm-  natives  of  all  castes  and  tribes  are  fond  of  recrest- 

dertd  iimply  asfctcU  which  exist  in  the  system  ing  in  the  cool  recesses,  beautiful  waUcs^and  lose* 

of  Naturc^orm  the  appropriate  and  legitimate  ly  vistas  of  this  umbrageous  canopy,  imperviooi 

otyeoia  of  Natural  History,  and  dsmand  the  sa-  to  Iha  hottest  boanw  of  a  tropicnl'sia.    TImi 
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the  trees  under  which  a  sect  uT  n&kod  phi-  Thi.«  tr-^e,  which  is  douhtlcss  one  of  the  ino«t 

loeop}iers,  called  Gymnosophisti,  asscDiiilcd   in  singular  anl  mat^nincen'  objects  in  ilie  \e;;etub!e 

Arrsaii*8  days>,  aod   tius  historian    i/  Aiicient  kingdmn,  aitpcars  lu  be  a  world  m  miniature,  in 

Greece  presents  a  true  picture  oT  tl:t^  iDudfrn  which  thousands,  both  tS  human  beings  and  of 

Hindoos. — '  In  winter,'  he  says,    '  ihc  G ynni  >-  tho  hilijiior  irib^d  that  truverst;  the  eanb  nnJ  ihe 

■ophists  enjoy  the  benulit  of  the  ^un's  ray.^  in  the  air,  may  And  antp!«^  acc<>n)in<  illation  an!  suhsLst- 

open  air;  and  in  summer,  when  the  heat  bcu^uKs  encc.     Wiiat  a  »>;rikin^'  rontrasi  does  it  present 

excessive,  they  pass  their  time  in  coot  and  niwist  to  the  forost^o/ trees,  or  niiisl.rnoms,  which  are 

pSaces,  under  large  trees,  which  according;  lo  iho  perceived   by  the  help  ot'  the  microscope,  in  a 

accounts  of  Nearchus,  cover  a  circumfurenco  of  pi  -ce  ofmouldine^s — cvi-.Ty  plant  of  which  is  se- 

^fve  acres,  and  extend  their  branches  so  far,  I  ha: /c/i  veral  huiulr.rils  of  times  sinulier  than  ihv  point  v£ 

ikotuandiiun  may  easily  find  shelter  under  tlicni.  a  fine  needle!     Yd  both  are  the  eiTec:s  tjf  the 

"  On  the  banks  of  the  river  Narbuddy,  in  tJie  agency  of  the  same  All-wi:$e  and  Omnipotent 

province  of  Guzzerat,  is  a  banian  tree,  suppuiied,  Boin^.     And  wha-  an   immense  variety  of  gra- 

by  some  persons,  to  be  the  one  described    by  dati'His  is  to  bo  found  in  the  vegetable  worlds  be- 

Nearchus,  and  certainly  not  inferior  to  it.      It  is  tween  ihev.>  two  extremes — every  part  of  the  vast 

distinguished  by   the  name  of  Cubbeor   Burr,  interval  bein;;  filled  up  with  flowers,  herbs,  idirubs, 

which  was  giren  it  in  honour  of  a  famous  saint,  and  trees  of  every  colour,  form,  and  size,  and  in 

High  floods  have,  at  various  limes,  swept  away  such  vast  muliitudej)  and  profusion  thai  no  man 

a  coosiderable  part  of  tliis  extraordinary  tree  ;  can  number  them  ! 

but  what  still  remains,  is  nearly  two  thmuxand  An  object,  which  approximates  in  a  certain  de- 

fiti  in  circumference,  measured  round  the  priuci-  groe  to  the  one  now  described,  is  memioned  in 

-  pal  stem?-;  the  overhanging   branches,  not  yet  "  Staunton's  Account  of  Moc&rtne\V  Embassy 

■truck  down,  cover  a  much  larger  space;  and  to  China,"  p.  70.     It  is  called  by  botanists  ^lc/an>- 

under  it  grow   a  number  of  custard-apple  and  Bonia^  and  is  also  known  by  the  i.ame  of  the 

other  iiruii  trees.    The  largo  trtmks  of  this  single  Mtmkey  Breml  TVes,  and  was  discovered  in  the 

tree  amount  to  thru  hundred  and  Jifiy ;  and  the  island  of  St.  Jago.     *'  The  circumference  or  girtli 

imalier  ones  exceed  three  thousand;  every  one  of  the  ba^e  was  56  feet,  which  soon  divided  into 

ofthese  is  constantly  sending  forth  branches  and  two  vast  branches,  the  one  in  a  perpendicular 

banging  roots,  to  form  other  trunks  and  become  direction,  whose  periphery,  or  girth,  was  42  feet, 

tiio  parents  of  a  future  progeny.     The  Cubbeer  the  other  26.  Another,  of  the  sakne  species,  stood 

Burr  is  famed  throu^out  Hindostan,  not  only  near  it,  whoso  single  trunk,  girthing  only  38  feet, 

«o  account  of  its  great  extent,  but  also  of  its  sur-  was  scarcely  noticed." 

passing  beauty.    The  Indian  armies  generally  The  only  other  8i)ecimen  I  shall  exhibit  to  the 

encamp  around  it ;  and  at  stated  seasons,  solemn  reader  has  a  relation  both  to  the  animal  and  to  the 

Jatarras,  or  Hindoo  feniivals,  to  which  thousands  vegetable  kin|;dom.     It  is  well  known  that  the 

of  votaries  repair,  from  every  part  of  the  Mogul  examination  of  flowers,  and  vegetables  of  every 

empire,  are  there  celebrated.     It  is  said  that  se*  description,  by  the  microsco[)e,  oi>ens  a  new  and 

van  thousand  persons  find  ample  room  to  repose  interesting  field  of  wonders  to  the  inquiring 

-under  its  shade.    It  has  long  been  the  custom  of  naturalist.     Sir  John  Hill  has  given  the  following 

the  British  residents  in  India,  on  their  hunting  curious  account  of  wliat  appeared  on  hisexamin- 

and  shooting  parlies,  to  form  extensive  encamp-  ing  a  carnation. 

nMnts,  and  spend  weeks  together,  under  thisde-  ''The  principal  flower  in  an  elegant  bouquet 

li^tful  and  magnificent  pavilion,  which  affords  was  a  carnation:  the  fragrance  of  this  led  uic  to 

«  shelter  to  all  travellers,  pariicuUirly  to  the  reli-  enjoy  it  frequently  and  near.    The  sense  of  smell- 

gious  tribes  of  the  Hindoos.     1 1  is  generally  filled  ing  was  not  the  only  one  affected  on  these  occa- 

with  greenwood  pigeons,  doves,  peacocks,  and  a  sions:  while  that  was  satiated  with  Ihe  |)owerfi\l 

▼ariety  of  feathered  songsters — with  monkeys,  sweet,  the  ear.  was  constantly  attacked  by   an 

which  both  divert  the  spectator,  by  their  antic  extremely  soft,  but  agreeable  murmuring  sound. 

tricks,  and  interest  him  by  the  paternal  affection  It  was  easy  to  know  that  some  animal  within  tl;o 

they  duplay  to  their  young  offspring,  in  leaching  covert  must  be  the  musician,  and  that  the  little 

them  to  select  their  foo<l,  and  to  exert  themselves  noise  must  come  from  some  little  creature,  suited 

fai  jumping  from  bough  lo  bough,— and  is  shaded  to  [»roduce  it.  I  instantly  diittcnded  the  lower  pait 

tj  bats  of  a  large  size,  many  <^  them  measuring  of  the  flower,  and  pliicin>:;  it  in  a  full  light,  could 

upwards  of  six  feet  from  the  extremity  of  one  discover  troops  of  little  insects  friyking,  v^idi  wild 

win£  to  the  other.     This  tree  affords  not  only  jollity,  am-^ng  the  narrow  pedestals  thaisuppori- 

^dier,  but  sustenance,  to  all  its  inhabitants,  cd  its  leaves,  and  the  little  threads  that  occupied 

being  covered,  amid  its  bright  foliage,  with  small  its  ccnrrc.     What  a  fragrant  'jrorld  for  their  ha- 

ligSy  of  a  rich  scarlet,  on  which  they  all  regale  bitaiion !  What  a   perfect  security  from  all  an* 

with  as  much  delight  as  the  lords  of  creation  on  noyance,  in  the  dusky  husk  that  surroimded  the 

Cheir  more  costly  fare,in  their  parties  of  pleasure.^'  scene  of  action !  Adapting  a  microscope  to  take 

Eneydopedia  J^rt/onnica,  Art.  ^^cut.  in,  at  one  view,  the  whole  base  of  the  flower,  I 
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gave  myselfan  opportunity  of  contemplating  what  of  space,  there  are  worlds-  fiQc^  with 

they  were  about,  and  this  fur  many  dayii  tuge-  of  living  beingi,  which,  in  point  iif  size  and  o- 

ther,  without  iiiviiig  theui  the  least  disturbance,  lent,  bear  lis  smaU  a  proportion  to  tlie  earth,  m 

Thus,  I    could  dij^cover  their    economy,   their  the  earth  beara  to  the  vast    assemblage  cf^ 

passions,  and  iheir eiijoymtfutK.   The  microscope,  celestial  worlds.     A  singlr  flower,  a  leaf,  era 

on  this  occasion,  had  given  what  nature  seemed  drop  of  water,  may  appear  as  large  and  asdmfw 

Id  have  denied  to  the  objects  of  contemplation,  sified  in  its   stiucturc,    to  sonte  of  the  bria^ 

The  base  of  tlMi  flower  extended   itself  under  its  which  inhabit  it,  as, the  whole  earth  a|ipearsls 

influence  to  a  \*ai  plain  ;  the  slender  stenis  of  the  view  ot  man  ;  and  a  thousand  scenes  of  aa^ 

the    leaves  became  trunks  of  so  many   stalely  aiflcence  and  beauty  may  be  presented  to  ibor 

cedars;  the  threads   in  the  middle  seemed  co-  si^hl,  of  which  no  disiiact  conceplioo  can  be 

lumns  of  massy  structure,  supporting  at  the  top  formed  by  the  human  mind.  Thenanythoosaadi 

•averal  ornaments  ;  and  the  narrow  spaces  be-  of  transparent  globes,  of  which  their  eyes  an 

tween  were  enlarged  into-walks,  parterres,  and  composed,  may  magnify  aad  multiply  the  ofajceis 

terraces.  On  the  polished  bottoms  of  thcse,brighTer  around  them   without  end,   ao   that  an  objeil 

than  Parian    marble,  walked    in  fwirs,  alone,  scarcely  visible  to  the  eye  of  man  may  ap|>ear 

«ir  in  larger  companies,  the  winged  inhabitants ;  to  them  as  a  vast  extended  universe, 

these  from  little  dusky  flies,  for  such  only  the  **  Having  examined,"  says   8l.  Pierre,  **«■» 

naked  eye  would  have  shown  them,  were  raised  day,  by  a  microscope,  the  flower*  of  thyme,  I di^ 

to  glorious  glittering  animals,  stained  with  living  tinguished  in  ihem,  with  equal  rarprisc  and  d^ 

purple,  and  with  a  glossy  gold,  that  would  have  light,  superb  flagons  with  a  kng  neck,  of  a  tui^ 

made  all  the  labours  of  the  loom  contem|itible  in  stance  resembling  the  amethyst,  linom  the  gaUeii 

the   comparison.     I  eoukl,    at  leisure,  as  they  of  which  seemed  to  flow  ingots  of  Kquid  g«4d.    I 

walked   together,  admire  their  elegant    limbs,  have  never  made  observati<ma  of  the  cersfls, 

their  velvet  shoukiers,  and  tlieir  silken  wings  ;  simply  of  the  smallest  flower,  witlioui  finding  il 

iheir  backs  vying  with  the  empyrean  in  its  blue  ;  composed  of  an  admirable  suboiance,  half  traa^ 

■nd  their  eyes,  each  formed  of  a  thousand  others,  parent,  studded  with  brillianta,  and  shiaing  ■ 

•stglittering  the  little  planes  on  a  brilliant ;  above  the  most  lively  cokMira.    The  beings  which  Jiva 

description,  and  too  great  almost  for  admiration,  under  a  reflex  thus  enriched,  most  have  wkm 

I  oould  observe  them  here  singling  out  their  fa-  very  different  from  ours,  of  light,  and  of  the  oihn 

vourito  females ;  courting  thero  with  the  music  of  plienomena  of  nature.     A  drop  of  dew,  fiheriag  ii 

their  buzzing  wings  with  little  songs,  formed  for  the  capillary  and  transparent  tubes  of  a  piad^ 

their  little  organs ;  leading  them  from  walk  to  walk,  presents  to  them  thousands  of  cascrades  ;  the  ssas 

among  the  perfumed  sitades,  and  pointing  out  to  drop  fixed  as  a  wave  on  the  extremi^  of  one  of 

their  taste  the  drop  of  liquid  nectar,  jasi  burst-  its  prickles,  an  ocean  withoat  a  shore  ;  evaporH" 

ing  firom  some  vein  within  the  living  trunk — here  ed  into  air,  a  vast  aerial  sea.     It  is  crediMe,  tke«| 

were  the  perfumed  groves,  the  more  than  mystic  fiom  analogy,  that  thf^re  are  animals  feeding  ea 

^ades  of  the  poet  s  fancy  realized.     Here   the  the  leaves  of  plants  like  the  cattle  in  our  irea<kiws 

happy  fovers  spent  their  days  in  joyful  dalliance,  and  on  our  mountains,  which  repow*  under  the 

or,  in  the  triumph  of  their  little  hearts,  skipped  shades  ofa  down  imperceptible  to  the  naked  eje, 

after  one  anothef  from  stem  to  stem,  among  the  and  which,  from  goblets  formed   like  *o  maay 

painted  trees,  or  winged  their  short  flight  to  the  suns,  quaff  nectar  of  the  colour  of  gold  and  si'ver.*' 

clow  shadow  of  some  broader  leaf,  to  revel   un-  Thus  it  appears,  that  the  universe  extends  to 

disturbed  in  the  hei;;his  of  all  felicity."  infinity  on  either  hand  ;  and  that  whenever  nal- 

This  picture  of  the  splendour  aiid  felicity  of  ter  exists,  from  the  ponderous  globes  of  hearca 

insect    life,   may,    to  certain    readers,  appear  down  to  the  invisible  atom,  tliere  tlie  Almifbtj 

somewhat    overcharged.     But  those  who   have  Creator  has   prepared   habitations  for  comtless 

been  much  in  tl>e  habit  of  conlemplatini;  the  beau-  orders  of  exisieace,  from   the  seraph  to  the  aai* 

ties  of  the  animal  and  vegetable  world,  through  malcula,  in  onier  to  demonstrate  liis  boundle« 

microMTopes,  can  easily  enter  into  all  the  views  beneficence,  and  the  infinite  variety  of  modes  by 

which  are  here  described.     I  have  selected  tliis  which  he  ran  diffuse  happiness  through  tbeiai- 

ttxample,  for  the  purpose  of  illustrating  the   un-  versal  system. 

bounded  eoodness  of  the  Creator,  in   the   vast  ■,  i,  _          . .                       „,     ._...  ^.    .    ^ 

-.*...            .LI                               ,  How  sweet  to  mnse  apon  Hta  slrtll  display^ 

profijsion  ot   enjoyment  he  has   communicated.  Infinite  skill  •  in  all  that  he  tus  maitc  : 

even  to  the   lowest  tribes  of  animal  existence  To  truce  in  nature's  mo^t  mlnate  deslffa 

and    as  a    suec-imen    of    those  invisible  worlds  'ITie  Menat ore  and  Mamp  of  power  divine: 

ana    as  a    spci^imen    ot    moee  mMSiDie  worw«  C'outrivameeiqulsltt,  expressed  with  ease, 

which   exist    tieyond  the   range   of  our   natural  Where  unassisted  siitht  no  beauty  sees  ; 

vision.     For  it  appears  that  there  is  a  gradaiion  J***  shapely  limb  and  labriratwt  joint, 

of  world,  dow„««,d  „  well.,  upwanj'    How-  j;i?^£'^'„Tn4''Sfm"l'r,r;;,S'r  = 

aver  small  our  globe  may  appear  when  compared  His  michty  work  who  speaks  and  It  Is  .loae  ; 

with  the  sun  and  with  the  immensity  of  starry  Th' invisible  in  things  ««*«««««»  re  vealM : 

!-•  L  !•    J-      _-  J  .u        L    L    •  c  •.  To  whom  an  atom  Is  an  ample  field  r* 

•yitems  which  lie  dispersed  through  the  infinity  Oncfer's 
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With  regmrd  to  the  rtUgiomt  tendencj  of  the  menta  of  our  joints,  the  mofioii  of  our  eyebaIN, 

•lady  of  Natural  Hietory,  it  may  be  remarked—  aud  in  the  rays  of  light  which  are  oouiinuallv 

dlftt,  as  all  the  objects  which  it  embraces  are  the  darting  from  surrounding  objects,  fur  ilte  puriwse'd 

moHanarukip  of  God — the  delineationrt  aud  de-  of  vision.     Fur  these,  and  ira  thousand  other 

•eriplioos  of  the  Natural  Historian  must  be  con-  agencies   in  the  system  of  nature,  are  nothing 

videred'as  **  The  hutory  of  the  operations  of  the  else  but  the  voice  of  Ueity.'proclaiming  to  the 

Craator ;"  or,  io  other  words,  sofiiiras  the  science  sons  of  men,  in  silent  but  emphatic  language, 

«ll0fMis,  **  The  history  of  the  Creator  hinuKslf.*"  "  Stand  Mill,  and  coiuider  the  wonderful  works 

Cir  the  marks  of  his  incessant  agency,  his  power,  of  G<kJ.'* 

ssiadum,  and  beaelicence,  are  impressed  on  every  If,  ihei*,  it  be  admitted,   that  the  study  of 
object,   however  minute,   throughout  ihe    threu  Nulure  is  ilie  study  of  the  Creator— to  overlook 
kiBgdums  of  nature,  and  throughnut  every  region  the  grand  and  beautiful  scenery  with  which  we 
«f  earth,  air,aad  sky.    As  the  Deity  is  invisi-  are  surrounded,  or  to  undervalue  any  thing  which 
Wa  Io  mortal  eyes,  and  cannot  be  directly  coo-  Infinite  Wisdum  has  formed,  is  to  overlook  and 
tamplated  by  finite  minds,'  without  some  material  contemn  the  Creator  himself.    Whatever  God 
Medium  of  communication — there  are  but  two  me-  lias  ihouglit  {»roper  to  create,  and  to  present  to 
diiims  A  iib  which  we  are  acquainted,  by  which  otir  view  in  the  visible  world,  it  becomes  man 
wacan  attaia  a  knowledge  of  his  nature  and  per-  to  study  and  contemplate,  that,  from  thence,  he 
lactioos.    These  are,  eiiiier  the/aete  which  liave  may  derive  motives  to  excite  him  io  the  exercise 
^Kciirred  ia  the  course  of  his  providential  dispen-  of  reverence    and  adoration,  of  gratitude  and 
satiooa  towards  our  race,  since  the  commence-  praise,    in  so  far  as  any  individual  is   unac- 
oient  of  tiflM,  and  the  moral  truths  connected  quainted  with  ihe  various  facts  of  the  history  of 
with  them— or,  llie  facts  which  are  displayed  in  nature,  in  so  far  does  he  remain  ignorant  of  the 
fha  ccoDOoiy  of  natore.    The  first  class  of  facts  is  manifestations  of  I>rity ;  for  every  ol)ject,  un  the 
vaeorded  in  the  Sacred  Hisory,  and  la  the  Annals  theatre  of  tlie  universe,  exhibits  his  character 
^  Nations ;  the  second  class  is  exhibited  in  the  and  designs  in  a  different  point  of  Tiow.    He 
dhrefsified  objects  and  motions  which  appear  who  sees  God  only  as  he  displays  himself  in  his 
^MvNiglMMt  the  system  of  the  visil>le  universe,  operations  on  the  earth,  but  has  never  contcm- 
The  ooa  aiay  be  termed  the  MoraL  Kutory^  and  plated  the  firmament  with  the  eye  of  reason,  must 
IIm  other,  the  Naiurml  Slatorjff  of  the  operations  be  unacquainted  with  those  amazing  energies  of 
«r  the  Creator.    It  is  obviously  incumbent  oa  eternal  Power,  which  are  displayed  in  the  stu- 
•vary  rational  being,  to  contemplate  the  Creator  pendous  fabric  and  movements  of  the  orbs  of 
Chrongh  both  these  medimns ;  for  each  of  them  heaven.     He  who  sees  God  only  in  the  general 
conreys  its  distinct  and  peculiar  revelations ;  and  appearances  of  nature,  but  neglects  to  penetrate 
oooseqoently   our  perception  of  Deity  through  into  his  minute  o|>eralions,  mtist  remain  igno- 
<jMione  medium  does  not  supersede  the  nece»>  rant  ofihoseastonisliing  manifestations  of  divine 
•Hy  of  our  contemplating  him  through  the  other,  wisdom  snd  skill  which  Sfipear  in  the  contri- 
^HVIiile,  therefore,  it  is  our  duty  to  contemplate  vances,  adaptations,  and  functions  of  the  animal 
Che  perfections,  the  providence,  and  the  agency  and  the  vegetable  kingdoms.    For,  the  more  we 
nf  God,  as  displayed  in  the  Scripture  Revelation,  know  of  tlie  work,  the  m<sne  accurate  and  com- 
ic ia  also  incumbent  upon  us,  to  trace  his  atiri-  prehensive  will  be  our  views  of  the  Intelligence 
hotea  in  the  Sjrstem  of  Nature,  in  order  that  we  by  wluiro  it  was  designed  ;  and  tlie  farther  we 
may  be  enable  to  contemplate  the  eternal  Jelio-  carry  our  investigations  of  the  works  of  GinI,  the 
vah,  in  evtry  variety  of  aspedy  in  which  he  has  more  admirable  and  astoai^thing  will  his  plans 
heen  pleased  to  exhibit  himself,  in  the  universe  and  f>erfeciion«  appear. 
he  has  formed.  Fn  i>hort,  a  devout  contemplation  of  the  works 

The  visible  creation  may  be  considered  as  a  of  nature  tends  to  ennoble  the  human  soul,  and 

permanent  and  sensiblo  manifestation  of  Deity,  to  dignify  and  exalt  the  affections.    It  inspires 

•mended  every  moment  to  preseut  to  our  view  the  mind  with  a  relish  of  the  beanty,  the  harmo- 

Che  unceasing  energies  of  Him  '*  in  whom  we  ny,  and  order  which  snbsut  in  the  universe  around 

live  and  move."    And  if  the  train  of  our  thoughts  us — it  elevates  the  soul  to  the  love  and  admira- 

were  directed  a  its  proper  chamid,  we  would  tion  of  that  Bdng  who  is  the  author  of  our  com- 

perceive  God  in  every  oh^t,  and  in  every  move-  forts,  and  of  ail  that  is  sublime  and  bem^icent  in 

•sent :  we  woidd  behold  him  operating  in  the  creation,  and  excites  us  to  join  with  all  holy 

sHiirlwind,  and  in  the  storm  ;  in  the  subterra-  beings  in  the  chorus  of  praise  to  the  God  and 

■nous  cavern,  and  in  the  deptlis  of  the  ocean ;  in  Father  of  all.     For  they 

the  genUe  rain,  and  the  refreshing  breexe ;  in  the  -Whom  Nature's  works  can  rhann,  vrlili  Ood  himself 

rainbow,  the  fiery  meteor,  and  the   lightning^s  Hold  converse,  erow  raiulllnrdsybyaar 

llMhi  in  U-,pl«do»r.of.h.«m,.«i.l«.»aj«..  ]^'i^iS;.rffih."r^>ISlX;.'r'JjrA 
tic  movements  of  the  heavens  ;  in  the  ti'Mking  ol 

Che  Uunba,  the  songs  of  birds,  and  the  buxx  of  in-  The  man  who  surreys  the  vast  fieM  of  nature 

r  {in  the  dtreouOioB  of  oar  bloody  ihe  Bove-  with  the  eye  ofreason  and  ^votioiii  will  not  only 
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gain  a  more  coroprehensWe  Tiew  of  that  itlimit-         But  in  order  to  enter  into  the  ^irit  oT  md 

able  power  which  organized  the  universe,  but  anblime  reflertiona,  we  must  not  cooteni  w*t¥na 

will   find  his  sources  of  enjoyment  continualk  with  a  superficial  and  cunutry  view  vfilieobjrn* 

increased,  and  will  (eel  an  ardent  desire  after  and  operations  of  naturr, — we  mu»t  nm  iliuik 

that  glonoos  world,  where  the  veil  whidt   now  it  sufficient  to  acquiesce  in  »iich  vapHe  prrfoii- 

hides  from  our  sight  some  of  the  grandest  mani-  tion.9  ss  these — "  The  glory  iif  Gud  is  «eea  is 

(estations  of  Deity  will  be  withdrawn,  and  the  every  bUde  of  gram,  and  every  drop  iif  water; 

wonders  of  Omnipotence  be  displayed  in  all  their  all  nature  is  full  of  wmtdenn,  firom  lite  diist  of  ihr 

aplendour  and  perfection.  earth  to  the  stars  of  the  finmanM>ni.**     We  nnC 

In  conf<»rmity  with  these  temiments,  we  find  study  the  works  of  ereaiinn  with  ardnur,  survtv 

the  inspired  writers,  in  numerous  instance*,  call-  them  with  minute  attention,  and  endeavnor  •» 

ing  our  attention  to  the  wonders   of  creating  aoquirr  a  npec\fic  and  eoniprcAnutcv  knuwiedfr 

power  and  wisdom.     In  one  of  the  first  speeches  of  the  Creator*s  designy.     We  niuti  cadravt-ir 

in  which  the  Almighty  is  introduced  as  address-  to  acqHire  a  knowledge  of  the  fiarticular  nndss, 

ing  the  sons  of  men,  and  the  longest  one  in  the  circumstances,  contexture,  oonlifii*«tiunp,  adap- 

Bible,*  our  attention  is  exclusively  directed  to  tations,  structure,  fiinctioiia,    and     relations  «( 

the  subieeti  of  Natural  History  ;  -^  the  whole  those  objects  in  which  henewilvtire  and  desiga 

address  having  a  reference  to  the  economy  of  cunspieuously  appear— in  the  aoimaJ  and  tkr 

Divine  Wiade«n  in  the  arrangnment  of  the  world  vegetable  world,  in  the  ocean,  ih«  airocieplMra, 

at  its  first  creation— 4he  wonders  of  the  ocean,  and  the  heavens  ;  that  the  mind  hmj  be  enabM 

and  of  light  and  darkness— the  phenomena  of  to  draw  the  conclusion  with  full  oonridkai  wak 

thimder  and  lightning,  rain,  hail,  snow,  frost,  and  intelligence — **  Jn  fctstfom  ikam  ham  wnrfr  &mm 

other  meteors  in  the  atmosphere — the  intellectual  otf.**    The  pointed  interrogatoriea  which  Jeho- 

faculties  of  man,  and  the  economy  and  instincts  vah  addressed  to  Job,  eviduitly  impir,  that  Jo^ 

of  quadrupeds,  birds,  fishes,  and  other  tribes  of  ha  i  previously  acquired  an  imimaie  acqiwafasca 

animated  existence,     indeed,  the  greater  part  of  with  the  works  of  nature.     It  seems  to  be  lakrt 

the  sublime  descriptioos  contained  in  the  book  of  for  granted,  as  a  matter  of  course,  that  be  made 

Job  baa  a  direct  reference  to  the  agency  of  God  himself  acquainted  with  the  general  range  of  6cfe 

in  the  material  creation,  and  to  the  course  of  his  in  the  visible  creation ;  and  the  intentiuii  «f  lbs 

providence  in  relation  to  thediflTernit  characters  several  questions  presented  tohia  coBuderafisB 

of   men  ;    and  the  reasonings  of  the  different  evidently  was  to  impress  him  with  a  sense  of  kis 

speakers  in  that  nacred  drama  proceed  on  the  sup-  own  impotency,  and  to  lead  him  to  the  inve)rtig»> 

position  that  their  auditors  were  intimately  ac-  tion  of  the  wonders  of  Creating  Ptower  wUeb  k* 

qnainted  with  the  varied  appearances  of  nature,  had  formerly  overlooked.    The  onochmoa  wfnek 

and  their  tendency  to  ejdiibit  the  character  and  the  Psalmist  draws  respecting  the  ffTadhw  dfis' 

perfections  of  the  Omnipotent  Creator.    We  find  played  throughout  ail  the  works  of  God,  plaialf 

the  Psalmist,  in  the  104th  Psalm,  employed  in  a  intimates,  that  he  had  made  the  difTerent  parts  of 

devout  description  of  similar  objects,  from  the  nature  the  subject  of  minute  examination,  aad  «f 

contemplation   of  which  his  mind  is  raised   to  deep  reflection ;  otherwise  he  could  not  have ra- 

adoring  views  of  their  Almighty  Author — and,  tionally  deduced  his  eondustun,  or  felt  those  eaiK 

from  the  whole  of  his  survey,  he  deduces  the  fi>l-  tions  which  filled  his  mind  with  the  pious  rapnve 

lowing  coodnsioos  :— "  How  manifold  are  thy  so  beautifiilly  expremied  in  that  b%'BMi  of  pratss 

works,  O  Lord  !    In  vn$dom  thou  hast  made  them  lo  the  Creator  of  the  worU. 
all !    The  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches ;  so  is  this         We  have,  therefore,  reason  to  believe,  fima 

great  and  wide  sea,  wherein  are  things  creeping  these  and  other  insiaaees,  that  pioua  men,  "  in 

innumerable,  both  small  and  great  beasts.     The  the  days  of  old,"  were  much  more  accaBii«Bfd 

gk>ry  of  the  Lord  shall    eixlure  for  ever;     the  than  moilem  Christians  to  contemplate  and  a(i> 

Lord  shall  rejoice  in  all  his  works.f    I  will  sing  mire  the  visible  works  ef  the  Lord— and  il  it 

nnto  the  Lord  as  long  as  \  live ;   I  will  sing  surely  much  to  be  regretted,  that  we  who  cnjsy 

praises  to  my  God,  while  I  have  my  being."  so  many  superior  means  of  information,  and  «ke 

have  access  to  the  brilliant  discoveries  of  hMr 

*  Job,  chap.  xxrvHI.  xxxix.  x1.  xN.  and  more  enlightened  times,  should  nsanifest  ss 

tThe#*^ofiheLord,lnthls  passaae.  denotes  the        ^^  disregard  to  "  the  works  of  Jehovah  sad 

display  of  his  perfections  In  the  material  imlverse :  .»        r  u-     l     j    «    VU  TT  ^ 

and  the  declaration  of  the  Inspired  writer  plainly  the  operations  of  his  handa.       To  enaUs  tfcs 

mtlroates.  that  this  dlsplar  will  conUnue  for  ever^  common  mass  of  Christiann  to  enter  into  lbs 


and  will  remain  as  an  object  of  unceaslnf  conlem-         i  •,  ^.k:,  Heliohifiil  atiMlv  mnA  rh^im^iMm  Amim 

pUUon  to  all  Inielllgonces.  and  as  an  eternal  monu-  "P'"  «  "»"  delighltul  study  and  Chnaham  da^, 

ment  of  his  power  and  wisdom.     For,  although  the  ahoukl,  therefore,  be  one  obfect  of  thoae  period* 

earth  and  the  aerial  hcavciJB  wIU  be  rhanged  at  the  jcal  and  other  religious  works  which  are  put  iate 

close  of  that  tllppensaiion  of  Proridenco  which  re-  ....    ^,  .P  .  .l  u  h  j     u. 

fpecu  our  word,  yet  the  general  franie  of  the  uni-  ">eir  hands  ;  so  that  they  may  be  enabled,  win 
Terse,  In  Its  other  parts,  will  remain  substantially 

tha  same  :  and  not  only  so,  but  will  in  all  probability  to  the  terraqueous  globe  and  lu  appenAages  wUl  bs 

be  oerpetually  Increasing  In  magnitude  and  gran-  such  that  Jehovah  will  have  reason  to  **  ^ 

dtnTAiiitbackange  whicb  wiUbeelTeetediaiespect  this  as  well  s«  in  all  hia  ether  woika. 
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?^^^*!!??**  M.  ^.  **••  P***"  '•^^  *^  pernicbot  oooMqueneei  which  flow  from 
7^  7^*  }  ^»^  "^^"■to  on  all  ihy  ignorance  of  the  phenimiena  of  nature,  and  of 
I,  O  Lord  !  and  talk  of  ihy  doing.."—'  I  tho«,  law.  by  which  the  Almighty  govern.  th« 
,  •ffl  uuer  abundantly  th*  memory  of  thy  great  universe  he  ha.  formed ;  and  whidi  prove  it  to 
,     COodotM.,  and  teU  of  thy  wondrous  worlu."*  be  a  Chri.iian  duly  for  every  rational  being  to 

study   the  order   and   economy   of  the   vitsible 

OBOGBAPHT.  World. 

The  not  department  of  knowledge  I  shall     .   "^'^^  '^"  ^^^  »  nearly  of  a  globular  fi^re, 

B0tiee  ia  the  science  of  Geograjtby.  ^  proved  by  the  following  con.iderai iof w : \[ 

The  object  of  this  science  is,  to  describe  the  }V*»«n  ^^  »i«nd  on  the  seaahure.  while  thu  sea 
world  we  inhabit,  in  reference  to  the  continents,  "  perfectly  calm,  we  perceive  that  the  surface 
Uanda,  moontaine,  oceans,  seas,  rivers,  env  ^f  the  water  is  not  quite  plain,  but  cuuvex  or 
pires,  and  kingdoms  with  which  it  is  diversified,  rounded  ;  and  if  we  are  on  one  side  of  an  arm 
tofeiiier  with  the  manners,  customs,  and  reli-  ^f  the  sea,  as  tlie  Frith  of  Forth,  and,  with 
gioo  of  the  different  tribes  which  people  its  ^ur  eyes  near  the  water,  look  towards  the  oppo- 
•or&ce.  'i'e  coast,  we  shall  plainly  see  the  water  ek- 

In  order  to  form  an  accurate  conception  of     ^^^^  between  our  eyes  and  the  opposite  shore, 
the  relative  positions  of  object,  on  the  surface     '^  as  to  prevent  our  seeing  tlie  laud  near  the 
rf  the  earth,  and  to  enter  with  intelligence  on     •*^«®  ^  ^^  water.    The  same  ex|ierimont  may 
*•  atody  of  this  subject,  it  is  requisite,  first  of     ***  "•'^f  o°  an.v  portion  of  still  water,  of  a  mile 
■I,  to  have  an  accurate  idea  of  its  figure  and     or  two  in  extent,  when  its  convexity  will  be  per> 
magnitmdt.    For  a  long  series  of  ages  it  was     ^*^<^  ^f  <bo  eye.    A  little  boat,  for  instance, 
•opposed,  by  theb«ilk  of  mankind,  that  the  sur-     "^X  ^  perceived  by  a  man  who  is  any  height 
&ee  of  the  earth  was  nearly  a  plane,  indefinitely     j!***^®  **»«  wt^ier,  but  if  he  stoops  down,  and  lays 
extended,  and  bounded  on  all  sides  by  the  sky.     "*'.  ^y^  "o^  the  surface,  he  will  find  that  the 
Lwtantius,  and  several  of  the  fathers  of  the     ^"***  appears  to  rise,  and  intercept  the  view  of 
Christian  church,  strenuously  argued  that  the     *"®  **o*^    *•  If  ^e  take  our  station  on  the  sea- 
MTth  was  extended  infinitely  downwards,  and     »*»o'''«f  and  view  the  ships  leaving  the  coast,  in 
•MBbUsbed  opoo  several  foundations.    The  an-     *"y  direction— as  they  retire  from  our  view,  we 
eieat  philoeopher  Heraditus  is  said  to  have  be-     '"^X  perceive  the  roasts  and  rigging  of  the  ves - 
Keved  that  the  earth  was  of  the  shape  of  a  skiff    ••'■  ***'^"  **»»  h""«  are  out  of  sight,  and,  as  it 
or  canoe,  very  much  hollowed;  and  the  philo>     '**''®'  ■""'^  >"  ^^  water.    On  the  other  hand, 
•QplMr  Leocippus  supposed  it  to    be  of  the     ^**®°  *  •^^^P  "  approaching  (he  sliore,  iIm  first 
ftrai  of  a  cylinder  or  a  drum.    It  is  only  within     P*"  ^  **••"  ''^at  is  seen  is  the  topmast ;  as  she 
fkm  period  of  the  last  three  hundred  years  that     »Pproaches  nearer,  the  sails  become  visible,  and 
the  tree  figure  of  the  earth  ha.  been  accurately     [Jf '  ^^  ■^»  *he  hull  comes  gradually  into  view.f 
••certained.     This  figure  is  now  found  to  ,be     ^*^®  reaHon  of  such  appearances  obviously  is, 
dmt  of  an  oblate   spheroid,    nearly  approach-     !^*'  *'*•  'o"™*  o*"  convex  surface  of  the  water 
faf  to    the  shape  of  a  globe  or  tphere.     To     »n|erpa«es  between  our  eye  and  the  body  of  the 
have  aswrred  this   opinion   several  ages  ago     '^JP'  ****®"  **»«  *»»■  reached  a  cenain  distance, 
wmkl  have  been  considered  as  a  heresy  in  reli-     l!'"^'®*  ^^}^^  "*>"»  <i>ne>  the  sails  and  topmast, 
fioo,  and  would  have  subjected  its  abettors  to       .  ™  ^*'''  F«ater   elevation,  may  be  still  in 
die  anathemas  of  the  church,  and  even  to  the     T]^^''     '^^  '***  ■•™«  ca"ae  it  is  owing,  that  the 
p«ril  of  their  live..     Historians  inform  us  that      ,*«"®''  **»•  "y*  "  placed,  the  more  extensive  is 
tfw  learned  Spigelius,  Bishop  of  Upsal,  in  Swe-     "'*  prospect ;  and  hence  it  is  common  for  sailors 
den,  miffered  martyrdom  at  the  stake,  in  de-     f°*^''"**> 'o  l*»«  top«  of  masts,  in  order  to  discover 
fiwse  of  the  doctrine  of  the  Antipodea ;  and  we      J?**  **  ■*•*?'  *^  •  diaiance.     The  contrary  of  ali 
know  that,  for  asserting  the  motion  of  the  earth,     '"*•  "''^'^  •***^  P'«^«»  *'^«  «arth  and  waters  were 
the  celebrated  philosopher  Galileo  was  immured     •?  exiwnded  plane.    When  a  ship  came  within 
fata  dungeon,  and  condemned  by  an  assembly  of     7^.^*  *"'*  ^"^'  would  first  make  its  appearance, 
oaHiiials  to  all  the  horrors  of  perpetual  imprison-    ^'"^,  ^*^  '•'8*^  o^eoit  next  the  saib,  and,  last 
■MOL     The  dociribe  he  maintained,  and  which       uul*^*    topmast.    These    considerations, 
ii  now  onirersally  received  by  every  one  ac-  **  "***  ^*  '"  *^  P«^"  <'f  the  world,  prove 

qoainled  with  the  subject,  was  declared  by  those     ^  *  certainty,  that  the  mass  of  the  ocean  is  of 
■nogant   ecclesiastics   to   be    "  a  proposition     y^obular  form :  and  if  the  ocean  be  a  portion 
•bmrd  in  it.  very  nature,  false  in  phik)sophy,     **  *  "phere,  it  foUows  that  the  land  also  is  of 
hOTStical  in  religion,  and  contrary  to  the  Holy        "  JT°*  «•"•***  fi«f»"^  i  ^  no  portion  of  the 
fleriptures.**    Such  are  some  of  the  horrible     **™*'  surface  is  elevsted  above  four  or  five 

•KlillST^^'Ji®  "**®  *^^  obaervaUonstosdvantatfe, 

•  A  select  list  of  poDolar  works  on  Natural  HU-     sJteJenlrtJh  i^i^J^K?*  ^  *\^*''  "  P~"*"«  on 

•oqr. Bad  tlia other  sdhmees noticed  In tlis  faUoiHnc     m  JSurifJlV^  fS^*P^  ^e  should  use  a  telescope 

*«rt*t,wmi»ftSdtaabewSi3ir*^  ^S^h^^^^if^^  "^^  distinctly  the  nppS 
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B&M  above  the  ferel  of  1^  ocean.    S.  That  the  in  later  yean,  were  UDdertnkeo  in 

earth  ia  roond  from  north  to  aouth,  appean  from  of  the  knowledge  «/  thie  Act.     Had 

the  following  circumstance  : — W'Yim  we  travel  a  remained  unacquainted  with  this  dieoomy.  Ae 

considerable  distance  from  north  to  south,  or  from  circuninavigaiion  of  the  globe  traidd  never  kot 

•outh  to  north,  a  number  of  new  stars  succee-  been  atlenipted—- vaist  portions  of  the  hskitiAb 

flivelv  appear  in  the  heavens,  in  the  quafter  to  world  would  have  remained  unkmiwn  and  m» 

whicii  we  are  advancing,  and  manyof  tbusu  in  the  plored — no  regular  iniercuurye  wouid  havekMi 

oppositoquaitergraduallydisap(Nfar,  which  would  maintained  beiuet-n   thv   varioi«  Iribracflk 

nolha|>pen  iftho  earth  were  a  plane  in  that  diroo  human  race;  and,  ctrmifqiifiiiU-,  the  bk«ii|p 

tion.  4.  That  the  earth  is  round  from  east  to  west,  of  Divine  Revf  la liun    cuuld   never  have  keel 

appears  from  actual  experiment ;  for  many  navi-  corommiir&ted  to  the  greater  part  of  the  Grwb 

gators,  by  sailing  in  a  westerly  direction,  have  wurld.    Bv«idcs,  the  knowledge  uf  the  traefigat 

gone  quite  round  it,  from  east  to  west ;  and  were  apd  magnitude  of  our  sublunary  woHd  lofas  ik 

itnotfor  the  frozen  seas  within  the  polar  regions,  groundwork    of    all    the    sublime    disoovaris 

which  interrupt  navigation  in  those  directions,  which  have  hitherto  been  made  ia  tbe  nptm 

it  would,  long  ere   now,  have  b^'en  circumnavi-  of  die  firmament.    For  its  diameter  form  is 

gated  from  north  to  south.    6.  All  those  prouCi  6ote  line  of  those  trianglee  by  wliidi  ihs  dii> 

are  confirmed  and  illustrated  by  eclipses  of  the  tances  and  roagnitudea  of  tbe  celestial  gkbM 

raoon,  which  present  an  oevior  demongtration  o(  have  been  determined  ;  witliout  a  koowkdgetf 

the  earth's  rotundity.    An  eclipse  of  the  moon  tLe  extent  of  which,  the  importaat  resuhs  wliick 

is  caused  by  the  intervention  of  tlie  body  of  the  have  been  deduced  respecting  ilie  sjratea  of  ^ 

earth  between  tbe  sun  and  moon ;  in  which  case  universe  could  not  liave  been  ascertained,  a^ 

the  shadow  of  the  earth   falls  upon  the  moon,  consequently,  our    views  of  the  grandeur  aad 

This  shadow  is  fiMind,  in  all  cases,  and  in  every  omnipotence  of  the  Deity,  and  of  tbe  wip'-^ 

position  of  the  earth,  to  be  of  a  eireular  figure  ;  cence  and  extent  of  his  doroiniona,  nuat  ban 

which  incontrovertibly  proves,  that  the  whole  been  mudi   more  circumsciibed  than  theyasv 

mass  of  land  and  water,  of  which  tlie  earth  is  aie.     Such  is  the  iniimaie  ocmnezioa  that  m^ 

composed,  is  nearly  of  a  globular  form.    The  aists  between  every  part  of  the  chain  of  DiviM 

mountains  and  vales  which  diversify  its  surface  dispeonations,  tliat  if  any  one  link  had  htm 

detract  little  or  nothing  from  its  globular  shape  ;  either  broken  or  dissolved,  ibe  state  of  things 

for  thoy  bear  no   more  pru(M)rti'Ni  to  its  whole  in  the  moral  ami  intellectual  worid,  would  fatie 

bulk  than  a  few  grains  of  san.l  to  a  common  ter-  been  very  diflerent  from  what  it  now  ia;  ui 

restrial  globe  ;  the  highest  muiintains  on  its  sur-  the  plans  of  Providence,  for  aococnplisbiBg  ikt 

(kce  being  little  more  than  the  two-thousandth  renovation  and  improvement  of  mankind, woaU 

part  of  its  diameter.    Some  of  the  mountains  have  been  either  partially  or  ttrially  inntraled 

on  the  surface  of  the  moon  are  higher  than  those         With  regard  to  tlie  magnitude  of  Ibe  earib* 

on  the  earth,  and  yet  that  body  appears,  both  to  I  have   already  stated   the  mode  by  which  «f 

the   naked   eye  and   Uirough   tele8C0i)es,   of  a  may  acquire  the  most  accurate  and  comprehre> 

spherical  figure.  give  c(mceptii>n  of  this  particular,  in  the  coivia 

To  some  readers,  the  discovery  of  the  true  of  the  illustrations  which  were  given  ofth«(NB> 

figure  of  the  earth  may  appear  as  a  matter  of  nipotence   of  Deity,   (pp.  9— Jl.)      It  b  as* 

very  trivial  importance  in  religion.     I  hesitate  cessary  here  only  to  remark — that,  according  Is 

not,  however,  to  affirm  that  it  constitutes  a  nuist  the   latest  compulations,   the  diameter  of  As 

iinporianl  fact  in  the  history  of  Divine  Provi-  earth  is  about  7,930  miles,  and  its  ciraunfrmies 

dence.     Hud  not  this  discovery  been  made,  it  24,912  miles;  and  consequently,  the  whole  s»r- 

i«  probable  that  the  vttsl  cuntiiient  of  America  face  of  the  land  and  water  it  cimtains  cocDpr»> 

might  yet   have  remained    undi.<icovered ;   for,  hends  an  area  uf  197^2,160  miles.     The  pro> 

Columbus,  who  first  (li'«cuvered  that  new  world,  portion  of  land  and  water  on  its  swface  canafll 

had  learned,  contrary  to  the  general  o|>inion  of  be  very  accurately  aecortaiued;  but  it  is  quits 

the   times,  tliat  the   earth   was  of  a  spherical  evident,  fiom   an   inspecriim   of  a  map  of  ths 

figure;  and,  from  the  maps  ihon  existing,  he  world,  that  the  water  occupies  at  least  two-tbii^ 

began  to  conjectmre,   that  the  nearest  way  of  of  its  surface,  and,  of  course,  the  land  caoart 

sailing   to  the   East  Indies  would  be    to  sail  occupy  more  than  one-third.     Supposing  it  to  bt 

westward.    And  although  he  missed  the  object  only  one-finirth  of  the  earth's  surface,  it  wil 

of  his  research,  he  was  the  means   of  laying  oonlaui  49,387,040  square  miles,  whicli  is  cod- 

open  to  view  a  vast  and  unknown  region  of  the  siderably  mure  than  what  is  staled   in  mort  d 

earth,  destined,  in  due  time,  to  receive  firom  the  our  late  systems  of  geography  ;  in  some  of  whick 

Eastern  world  the  blessings  of  knowledge,  civi-  the  extent  of  the  land  is  rated  at  39  raillioat, 

lixation,  and  religion.    On  the  knowledge  of  the  and  in  others  so  low  as  80  millions  of  squan 

apherical  figure  of  the  earth,  the  art  of  naviga-  miles — the  former  of  which   atatemeots  bcn^ 


tioo  b  a  great  measuie  depends ;  and  all  the    leaa  than  one-fifth,  and  the  latter  leas  than 
voyages  of  diaoofvery,  which  have  been  made    sixth  of  the  aurfiice  of  the  globe.     But  it  if 
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qiito  obvioiii  that  the  eitent  of  tha  land  cannot     tiro  parts,  all  fuiir  would  be  surrounded  by  tbe 

ba  less  than  oae-fourtfa  oT  the  arc«  of  the  globe,  sea,  were  it  not  for  the  two  small  oeclu  of  land 

•ad  pnust,  tbereforoi  comprehend  at  least  50  called  the  isthmunes  of  Suez  and  Panama  .f 

■niintit  of  square  miles.    And  if  a  large  arc-  Between  the  two coniinunis  now  mentioned,  lie 

lie  eoatineot,  eleven  hundred  leagues  in  length,  two  immense  bands  of  water,  termed  the  Pacific 

•CMt  around  the  North  Pole,  as  s<Hne  French  and  the  Allani ic  oceans,  whose  greatest  len^^'h  u 

philosophers  infer  from  Captain  Parry's   late  likewise  in  a  direction  from  nurih  to  sumh. 

dJMOferiea* — the  quantity  of  land  on  the  terra-  Besides  tiie  two  bands  of  earth  to  uhich  I 

^noouB  globe  wiU  be  much  greater  than  wbu  has  have  adverted,  many  extensive  porljoos  uf  land 

bt«n  now  stated.  are  dispersed  through  the  oct^an,  ^%hirh  covers 

GmmRJkAL  Divisions  or   the    Ea&th. —  the  remaining  part  of  the  earth's  surfacu  ;  par^ 

Hm  sur&ce  of  the  earth  is  divided,  from  north  ticularly  the  extensive  region!*  of  New  Holland, 

Id  aouth,  by  two  bands  of  earth,  and  two  of  water,  which  occupy  a  spare  nearly  as  large  as   the 

The  first  band  of  earth  is  the  ancient  or  East-  whole    of  Europe,   and   the  arctic  continent, 

tm  Continent,   comprehending  Europe,  Asia,  which  probably  exists  within  the  northern  polar 

•ad    Afriea;  die  greatest  len^tli   of  which  is  regions,   and  which  some   French  writers  pro- 

CmuxI    to  be  in  a  line  beginning  on  the  east  pose  to  designate  by  the  name  of  ^oreosta,  is  in 

point  of  the  northern  part  of  Tartary,  and  ex-  all  probability,  of  equal  extent.    There  are  also 

lending  firom  thence  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  the  extensive  ijilands  of  New  Giiinua,  Rjrneo, 

which  measures  about  10,000  miles,  in  a  direo-  Madaiiascar,   Sumatra,  Japan,   Great  Britain, 

lion  nearly  from  north-east  to  south-west ;  but  New  Zealand,   Ceylon,   Iceland,  Cuba,  Java, 

if  measured  according  to  the  meridians,  or  from  and  thousands  of  others,  of  different  dimensions, 

Mrth  to  south,  it  extends  only  7,500  miles,  from  scauered   through  the  Pacific,  the  Indian,  and 

Ihe  nortliemmost  cape  in  Lapland  to  the  Cape  of  the  Atlantic  oceans,  and    which  form   a  very 

Good  Hope.    This  vast  body  of  land  contains  considerable  portion  of  the  habitable  regions  of 

•hfut  96  miUioos  of  square  miles,  forming  neariy  the  globe. 

we  fifth  of  the  whole  surface  of  the  globe.    The  Geitebal    Features   of   the    Earth's 

oAer  band  of  earth  is  what  is  commonly  called  Surface. — In  taking  a  general  survey  of  the 

Ibe  New  Continent,  which  comprehends  North  external  features  of  the  earth,  the  nuMt  prominent 

•ad  South  America.     Its  greatest  length  lies  in  olijects  that  strike  the  eye  are  those  huge  eleva- 

a  line  becinning  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Plata,  tions  which  rise  above  the  level  of  its  general  sur- 

pusing  through  the  island  uf  Jamaica,  and  ter-  face,  termed  Hills  and  Mouxtaixs.    These 

■iaacing  beyuid  Hudson's  Bay ;  and  it  measures  aro  distributed,  in    various    forms   and   sizes, 

•bout  8,000  miles.    This  body  of  land  contains  -through  every  portion    of  the  contments  and 

•bout  14  millions  of  square  miles,  or  somewhat  islands ;  and,  running  into  immense  chains,  form 

■lore  than  a  third  of  the  okl  continent.  a  sort  of  connecting  band  to  the  other  portion  of 

It  may  not  be  improper  here  to  remark,  that  the  earth's  surface.    The  largest  mountains  are 

the  two   lines  now  mentioned,  which  measure  generally  formed    into   immense  chains,  which 

the  greatest  lengths  of  the  two  continents,  divide  extend,  in  nearly  the  same  direction,  for  several 

Ibem  into  two  equal  parts,  so  that  an  equal  por-  hundreds,  and  even  Uiousands  of  miles.     It  has 

lion  of  land  lies  on  each  side  of  these  lines,  and  been  observed  by  some  philosophers,  that  the 

that  each  of  these  lines  has  an   inclination  of  most  lofty  mountains  form  two  immense  ridges, 

about  90  degrees  to  the  equator,  but  in  opposite  or  bells,  which,  with  some  interruptions,  extend 

directions  ;  that  of  the  old  continent  extending  around  the  whole  globe,  in  nearly  the  same  direo 

frooi  the  north-east  to  the  south-west,  and  that  tion.    One  of  these  ridges  lies  between  the  45th 

eflho  new  continent  from  tbe  north-west  to  the  and  65th  degree  of  north  latitude.    Beginning 

•ooth-eost ;  and  that  they  both  terminate  at  the  on  the  western  shores  of  France  and  Spain,  it 

degree  of  northern  and  southern  latitude,  extends  eastward,  including  the  Alps  and  the 


It  may  also  be  noticed,  that  the  old  and   new  Pyrenees,  in  Euru|ie,   the  Uralian  and  Altaic 

•ootinents  are  almost  opposite  to  each  other,  and  mountains,  in  Asia — extending  from  thence  to 

diat  the  oU  is  more  extensive  to  the  north  of  the  the  shores  of  Kamschatka.  and  after  a  short  in- 

•quator,   and  the  new  more  extensive  to  the  terruption  from  the  sea,  they  rise  again  on  the 

■oath.    The  centre  of  the  old  continent  is  in  the  western   coast  of  America,    and    terminate  at 

17th  degree  of  north  latitude,  and  the  centre  of  Canada,  near  the  eastern  shore.     It  is  supposed 

Ibe  new  in  the  17th  degree  of  south  latitud<f;  so  that  the  chain  is  continued  completely  round  the 

dm  they  seem  to  be  made   to  counterbalance  globe,  through  the  space  that  is  covered  by  the 

each  other,  in  order  to  preserve  the  equability  Atlantic  ocean,  and  that  the  Azores,  and  other 

of  tbe  diurnal  rotation  of'  the  earth.     There  is  islands  in  that  direction,  are  the  only  summits  thol 

also  a  singular  connexion  between  the  two  con-  are  visible,  till  wo  come  to  the  British  isles, 

dneats,  namely,  fbiU  if  they  were  divided  into  The  other  ridge  runs  along  the  Southern  bemi- 

tee  Monthir  Magnaine,  April,  IKS,  p.  959.  t  «m  Buffon's  Natural  History,  vol  L 
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t|>liere,  between  the  50th  ind  90th  degreee  of  furm  no  adequate  idea  of  the  inagiiificeiioeHi 
•outh  latitude,  of  which  detached  portions  are  at«ful  lublimity  of  the  mountain  acenerr  janat 
found  in  the  inountaina  of  Tuaiman,  and  of  Para-     of  ilie  countries  now  mentioned  :  e^ieciailT 


guay,  in  Soutli  America, — of  Monomotapa  and  the  volcano  ia  belrhing  fbrlit  ita  flames  »iib  i 

Catfraria,   in   Africa :  in   New  HciilanJ,   Nrw  n^ing  nui5e,  ami  spreadin^r  terror  and  desoia'aa 

Caltfdunia,  the  New  HebrideN,  the  Frientily,  the  aroiutd   iia  ba^e.     From   the  top*  cf  tht  abt 

Socifiy,  and  other  bland»  in  the  Pacific  ocean.  rid<!CR  of  the  Andfs,  the  tan>^t  ^raiid  and  nuid 

Fn)m  ihi'Ke  ridges  tln%%ji  a  variety  uf  ramifica-  rcenes  KtmeiinxM  bur»t  ujion  the  eye  of  Lhc» 

ti'Mis,  in  bi»th  hemisphercH,  towards  the  Kquator,  tiNiiiJied   traveller.     He  behniJa  Um  upper  toh 

and  the  Poles,  which  altitcethiT  prevent  a  mag-  face  of  the  cKnids  far  brhtw  him.  cuverif>{  mt 

nificcnt  sronery,  whic*i  diverdifics  and  enlivens  subjacent  plain,  and  surrc«iiniliiii;,  likeava^tica. 

the  siirfuro  of  our  globe.  the  foot  of  the  mountain;  while   the  plaer  « 

The  hii:hesi  mountains  in  the  world,  accord-  which  he  stands  appears  like  an  isiaiid  in  ik 
ing   to   Bom<^  late    accounts    published    in    the  miditt   of  the  ocean.     He   B«'e«   the    lightasip 
**  Transactions  of  the  Attiatic  Society,"  are  the  issuing  from  the  douds,  and  hears  iIm  noisecf 
Himalaya  chain,  north  of  Bcn;:al,  on  the  borders  the  tempest,  and  the  thunder*  rolling  far  braoA 
of  TliilM^t.    The  highest  mountain  in  this  ran^  his  feet,  while  all  is  sertrne  around  him,  and  ik 
is  stated  to  be  about  27,000  feet,  or  a  little  more  blue  vault  of  heaven  apfieara  i»iihuat  a  cioai 
than  five  miles,  in   perfiendicular  height,  and  is  At  other  times,  he  oontempUlea  tJte  OKal  lak 
▼isiblo  at  the  distance  of  230  miles.    Nineteen  lime  and  extensive  pitMtpecta— nmuntains  raafsi 
difierent  mountains  in  this  chain  are  stated  to  around  him,  covered  with  eternal  anows.  and i» 
be  above    four  miles  in  perpendicular  elevation,  rounding,  like  a  vast  amfthitheatre,  the  ptaias  be- 
Next  to  the  Himalayas,  are  tho  Andes,  in  South  low — rivers  winding  from  their  KMircea  tmrai^ 
America,  which  extend  more  than  4000  miles  in  tho  ocean— cataracts  dashing  headlnog  over  tr» 
length,  from  the  province  of  Quito  to  the  straits  mrndous  difl's— enormous  rocks  detached  fioa 
of  Magellan.     The  highest  summit  of  the  Andes  their  bases,  and  rolling  down  the  declivity  ciiAt 
is  Chimborazo,  which  is  said  to  be  20,600  feet,  mountaina  with  a  noise  louder  than  ifaiaidsi^ 
or  nearly  four  miles,  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  frightful  precipices  impending  oVer  his  hiMJ 
The  highest  mountains  in  Europe,  are  the  Alps,  unfathomable  caverns  yawning  from  hi  liia    mi 
which  run  through  SwiizerlanJ  and  the  north  of  the  distant  volcano  sending  forth  its  bellow iap^ 
Italy, — the  Pyrenees,   which  separate   France  with  its  top  enveloped  in  the  fire  and  smokar* 
from   Spain,  and  tho  Dofrafeld,  which  divide  Those  who  have  studied  nature  oa  a  graadseys, 
Norway    from    Sweden.     Tho    most    elevated  have  always  been  struck  with  admiratioa  M^ 
ridges  in  Asia,  are  Motmt  Taurus,  Im'aus,  Cau-  astonishment  at  the  sublime  and  awful  eihibilisi 
casus,  Ararat,  the  Uralian,   Altaian,   and  the  of  wonders  which  mountainoua  regions  exhihii; 
mountains  of  Japan — in   Africa,  Motmt  Atlas,  and,  perhaps,  there  is  no  ierrtsiriai  scene  whkk 
and  the  mountains  of  the  Mnon.    Some  of  the  presents,  at  oi«  view,  so  many  objects  c/ovit- 
mountains  in  these  ranges  are  found  to  contain  powering  magnitthle  and  grandeur,  and  vhiek 
immense  caverns  or  perforations,  of  more  than  inspires  the  mind  with  so  inipr<*8si«e  an  kkaif 
two  miles  in  circumference,  reaching  from  their  the  power  of  that  Almighty  Being,  who**  weigh> 
summits  to  an  immeasurable  depth  into  the  bow-  eth  the  mountains  in  scales,  and  taketb  up  ik 
els  of  the  earth.     From  these  dreadful  openings  isles  as  a  very  little  tiling." 
are  frequently  thrown  up,  to  an  immense  height,         Tbk    Oceaiv. — The    ocean    surrounds  tk 
torrents  of  fire  and  smoke,  rivers  of  melted  metals,  earth  on  all  sides,  and  penetrateii  into  the  iai^ 
dotids  nf  ashes   and    cinders,  and    sometimes  rior parts  of  different  countries;  sometimes  bf 
red-hot  stones  and  enormous  rocks,  to  the  dis-  large  openings,  and  frequently  by  small  sirails. 
tance  of  several  miles,  accomi>anied  with  thun-  Could  the  eye  take  in   thi*   immense  sheet  of 
ders,  lightning's,  darkne.«s,  and  horrid  sublerrane-  wa'ers  at  one  view,   it  wouM  apfiear  the  noit 
ous  soun<is — producing  the  mcist  terrible  devasta-  august  object  under  the  wliole  heavens.    It  co 
tions  through  all  tlie  surrounding  districts.     The  copies  a  sfiace  on  the  stuface   of  the  globe  at 
must  noti^J  mountains  of  this  kind  in  Europe,  least  three  times  greater  than  that  which  if  cc> 
are  n>ount  Hecla.  in  Iceland;  Etna,  in  Sicily;  copied  by  the  land;  comprehending  an  eilcU 
and  Vesuvius,  near  the  city  of  Naples,  in  Italy,  of  148  millions  of  square    miles.     Thou^b  ik 
NumhrrK  of  volcanoes  are  also  to  be  found  in  ocean,  strictly  speaking,   is   but   owe  immcaM 
South  Ameiica,  in  Africa,  in  the  Islands  of  tho  body  of  witers  extendmg  in  different  directioii, 
Indian  ocfan,  and  in  the  Empire  of  Jajtan.'^  vet  different  names  have  been  appropriated  M 

We  who  livo  in  Great  'Britain,  where   the  different  |K>rtions  of  its  surface.     That  portioi 

highest  motnitain  is  little  more  than  three-quar-  of  its  waters  which  rolls  between   the  wcsina 

tars  of  a  mile  in   perpendicular  elevation,  can  coast  of  America  and  tlie  eastern  of  Asia,  V 

,  ^      ^  calle<l    the    Pacific   ocean;   and     that    poftk* 

•  A  more  particular  (Icscrliitlon  of  the  phenomc-  -.k:^i.  --..»- ^i.^  c* -  j   *r-       ^        . 

na  of  these  icniflc  objects  ill!  be  fo.uul  In  Chap.  *.*"*^'»  separates  Europe  and  Africa  from  Aw 

iv.  Sect.  s.  rtca,  the  Atlantic  ocean.     Other  portioaa  ■• 
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e  tanned  ,Uie  Northern,  SautherHy  and   Indian  Maneillet.     Tiie  tea  Bometimes  anumcs  d\f' 

;-.  ooMns.     When  ita  waters  peoetraio    into  the  /ertnt  eoiourt.    The   oiateriab  which  coniiiOkO 

:?  had,  thej  fE>rni  what  are  called  gulft,  and  medi-  its  bottum  caiuM  it  to  reflect  diflferent  hues  in 

■:  terrmnean    seas.      But    without    CJlowing     it  ditTerent  places ;   aud    its  appearance   is  also 

-.-   thiwigh  all  its  windings  and  divisions,  I  shall  afTocted  by  the  winds  and  by  tlio  sun,  while  the 

•.    Mate  a  few  general  facts.  clouds  that  pass  over  it  comntunicato  all  (hoir 

-        With  regard  to  the  dqith  of  this  body  of  varied  ami  fleeting  colours.      When  (he  sun 

-.■    wmter,  no  certain   conclusions  have  yet  been  siiines,  it  hi  green  ;  when  he  gU-aini<  tlirt)U(;h  a 

.;    fomed.    Beyond  a  certain  depth,  it  has  hithnrto  fug,  it  is  yellow;  nt-ar  tlie  pules,  it  is   black; 

f   baan  (bund  unlaihomible.     We  know,  in  gene-  while,  in  the  loiriil  /one,   its  colour   is  often 

.*  rail  that  the  depth  of  the  sea  increases  gradually  brown ;  and,  on  certain  occasions,  it  assumes 

..    aa  we  leave  the  shore  ;  but  we  have  reason  to  a  luminous  ap|>ear.ince,  as    if  S])arkling  with 

.1  baUava  that  this  increase  of  depth   continues  fire. 

,    ealjr   to    a  certain  distance.      The  numerous  The  oco&n  has  CJ^ree  kimi$  of  motion,    Tho 

2:    Maada  scattered  every  where  through  the  ocean,  fir!«i  is  that  unilulation  which  is  produced  by  the 

2  damonitrate,  that  the  bottom  of  the  waters,  so  wind,  aud  which  is  entirely  confined  to  its  aur- 
,   frr   firooi   uniformly    sinking,  sonoetimes   rises  face.     It  is  no-v    ascertained  that  this  motion 

3  iaiO  lofty  mountains.  It  is  highly  pmbable,  that  can  be  destn>yefl,  and  its  surface  rendered 
.:  Iha  depth  of  the  sea  is  somewhat  in  proportion  smooth,  by  throwing  oil  upon  its  waves.  Tho 
5  to  the  elevation  of  the  land  ;  for  there  is  some  second  morion  is,  that  continual  tendency  which 
;,  ffaaaon  to  conclude,  that  the  present  bed  of  the  the  whole  water  in  the  sea  has  towardn  the 
.  pcean  formed  the  inhabited  part  o£  the  ancient  west,  which  is  greater  near  the  equator  than 
.  arorld,  previous  to  the  general  deluge,  and  that  towards  the  poles.  It  begins  on  the  we»t  side 
,    wa  are  now  oceupyijig  the  bed  of  the  former  of  America,   where   it   is   moderate ;    but  as 

;  and,  if  so,  its  greatest  depth  will  not  ex-  the  waters  advance  westward,  their  motion  is 

four  or  five  miles ;  (or  there  is  no  moun-  accelerated ;   and,    af^.er  having   traversed    the 

that  rises  higher  abovo  the  level  of  the  sea.  globe,   they  return,  and  strike  with  great   vio- 

Bat  the  aea  has  never  been  actually  sounded  to  lence  on  the  ctutem  shore  of  America.    Being 

a  greater  depth  than  a  mile  and  sixty-six  feet,  stopftcd  by  that  continent,  they  rush,  with  irope- 

Aung  the  coast  its  depth  has  always  been  found  tuosity,  into  tlic  Gidf  of  Mexico,  thence  they 

pvaportiooed  to  the  height  of  the  shore ;  where  proceed  along  the  coast  of  North  America,  till 

tlia  ooaat  is  high  and  mountainous,  the  sea  that  they  come  to  the  south  side  i»f  the  great  bank 

waabea  it  ia  deep  ;  but  where  the  coast  is  low,  of  Newfoundland,  wlien  they  turn  ofi*  and  run 

Iha  «f  aler.is  shallow.     To  calculate  the  quantity  down  through  the  Western  Isles.     This  motion 

^fwaitr  It  contains,  we  roust  therefore  suppose  is  most  probably  owing  to  the  diurnal  revoiii- 

a   medium  depth.      If  we  reckon   its  average  tion  of  tlie  earth  on  its  axis,  which  is  in  a  direc- 

dapch  at  two  miles,  it  will  contain  296  millions  tion  contrary  to  the  motion   of  tlie  sea.     The 

of  cubical  miles  of  water.     We  shiU   have  a  tliird  motiim  of  the  sea  i«  the  tide,  which  is  a 

mare  apeci/ic  idea  of  this  enonno'is  mass  of  re.^ular  swell  of  the   ocean  every   I2|    hourit. 

water,  if  we  consider,  that  it  is  sufficient  to  The  motion  is  now  ascertained  to  be  owing  to 

eover  the  whole  globe,  to  the  height  of  mora  than  the  attractive  influence  of  tlie  moon,  and  also 

eight   thousand   feet ;  and   if  this  waterjtou  partly  to  tliat  of  tlie  sun.    There  is  always  a 

reduced  to  one  spherical  mass,  it  woukl  ^^^H  ^"^  <^d  reflux  at  the  same  time,  in  two  parts 

globe  o(  more  than  800  miles  in  diameter.^^V  of  the  globe,   and  these  are  opposite   to  each 

With  regard  to  its  bottom — As  the  sea  cov^  .other;  so  that  when  our  anti|KM)e«  have  high 
po  great  a  part  of  the  globe,  we  should,  no  doubt, ""  water  we  have  the  sam?.     When  tho  attractive 

by  exploring  its  interior  recesses,  discover  a  vast  powers  of  the  sun  and  moon  act  in  the  ><ame 

number  of  interesting  objects.    So  far  as  the  direction,  which  hap|>cns  at  the  time  of  new  and 

bad  of  the  ocean  has  been  explored,  it  is  found  fidl  moon,  we  have  the  highest,  or  ipring  tide*  ,* 

tobear  a  great  resemblance  to  the  surface  of  the  but  when  their  attraction  is  opposed  to  each 

dry  land;  being,  like  it,  (iill  of  plains,  caverns,  other,  which  happens  at  llio  quarters,  we  have 

rocks,  and  mountains,  some  of  which  are  abrupt  the  lowest,  or  nenp  tide*. 

and  akaoat  perpendicular,  while  others  rise  with  Such  is  the  ocean, — a  most  stupendous  sceno 

a  gaatle  acclivity,  and  sometimes  tower  above  of  OmnipoteiK:e,  which  fjrms  the  roost  ma^ifi- 

the  water,  and  (brm  islands.    The  materials,  cent  feature  of  the  globe  we  inhabit.     When 

IOO|  which  compose  the  bottom  of  the  sea,  are  we  stand  on  the  seashore,   and    cast  our  eyes 

the  Mine  which  form  tho  basis  of  the  dry  land,  over  the  expanse  of  waters,  till  the  sky  and  tho 

It  also  reaambles  the  land  in  another  remarkable  waves  seem  to  mingle,  all  that  the  eye  can  take 

particular ;— many  fireih  springs,  and  even  rivers,  in  at  one  survey,  is  but  an  inconsiderable  »peek, 

oat  of  it ;  an  instance  df  which  appears  less  than   the  hundred-thousandth  part  of  tho 

Gail  on  the  weatem  coast  of  Hindostan,  whole  of  this  vast  abyss.    If  every  drop  of 

in  tlM  Bfadkarraoean  aea,  not  tu  from  water  can  be  dirided  into  t6milliooa  of  distinct 
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parti,  as  lome  ptiiloaophert  have  demonrtrated,* 
what  an  immense  assembla^  of  watery  parti- 
cles must  be  contained  in  the  unfathomable  ca- 
verns of  the  ocean !  Here  the  powers  of  cal- 
culation are  completely  set  at  defiance  ;  and  an 
image  of  infinity,  immensity,  and  endless  dura- 
tion is  presented  to  the  minid.  This  mighty  ex- 
panse of  waters  is  the  grand  reservoir  of  nature, 
and  the  source  of  evaporation,  which  enriches 
the  earth  with  fertility  and  verdure.  Every 
cloud  which  floats  in  the  atmosphere,  and  every 
fountain,  and  rivule%  and  flowing  stream,  are 
indebted  to  this  inexhaustible  source  for  those 
watery  treasures  which  they  distribute  through 
every  region  of  the  land.  In  fine,  whether  we 
consider  the  ocean  as  rearing  its  tremendous 
billows  in  the  midst  of  the  tempest,  or  as  stretch- 
ed out  into  a  smooth  expanse — whether  we  con- 
sider its  immeasurable  extent,  its  mighty  move- 
ments, or  the  innumerable  beings  which  glide 
through  its  rolling  waves — we  cannot  but  be 
•truck  with  astonishment  at  the  grandeur  of  that 
Omnipotent  Being  who  holds  its  waters  "  in 
the  hollow  of  his  hand,"  and  who  has  said  to  its 
foaming  surges,  "  Hitherto  shalt  thou  come, 
and  no  farther,  and  here  shall  thy  proud  waves 
be  stayed." 

RiTSRs.— The  next    feature  of  the  earth's 
surftco  which  may  be  noticed,   is,  the  rivers 
with  which  it  is  indented  in  every  direction. 
These  are  exceedingly  numerous,  and  seem  to 
form  as  essential  a  part  in  the  constitution  of 
our  globe,  as  the  mountains  (irom  which  they 
flow,  and  as  the   ocean  to  which  they  direct 
their  course.     It  is  reckoned,  that  m  the  old  con- 
tinent there  are  about  4S0  rivers  which  fall  di- 
rectly  into  the  ocean,  or  into  the   Mediterra- 
nean and  the  Black  seas  ;  but  in  the  new  conti- 
nent, there  are  only  about  145  rivers  known,  which 
fall  directly  into  the  sea.     In  this  enumeration, 
however,  only  the  great  rivers  are  included,  such 
as  the  Thames,  the  Danube,  the  Wolga,  and 
the   Rhone.     Besides   these,    there    are   many  ' 
thousands  of  streams    of  smaller  dimensions, 
whicli,  rising  from  the  mountains,  wind  in  every 
direction,  till  they  fall  into  the  large  rivers,  or 
are  carried  into  the  ocean.    The  largest  rivers 
in  Europe  arc — the  Wolga,  which,  rising  in  the 
northern  parts  of  Russia,  runs  a  course  of  1700 
miles,  till  it  falls  into  the  Caspian  Sea — the 
Danube,  whose  coarse  is  1300  miles,  from  the 
mountains  of  Switzerland  to  the  Black  Sea — 
and  the  Don,  which  runs  a  course  of  1200  miles. 
The  greatest  rivers  in  Asia  are — the  Hoanho, 
in  China,   whose  course  is  2400   miles — the 
Boorhampooter,  the  Euphrates,  and  the  Ganges. 
The  longest  river  in  Africa  is  the  Nile,  the 
course  of  which   is  estimated  at  2000  miles. 
In  the  continent  of  America,  the  rivers  appear 

'  lite  demonstration  of  this  proposition  may  be 
lean  In  Nleawentyt's  Rallgious  Fhiloioplier,  voL 
lit  B.  an. 


to  be  formed  on  the  grandcat  scale,  both  m  k 
the  length  of  their  course,  and  the  vaRt  body  4 
waters  whidi  they  pour  into  the  ocean;  TV 
Amazon,  the  largest  river  in  the  woiU,  rosii 
course  of  above  3000  milea  across  the  oiali* 
nent  of  South  America,  till  it  h\\a  into  Ai 
Atlantic  ocean,  where  it  dudiarges  a  bodvef 
waters  150  miles  in  breadth.  Next  to  thii  it 
the  TVrer  St.  Lawrence,  whidi  is  more  ikm 
2400  miles  from  its  mouth  through  the  hk 
Ontario  to  the  Lake  Alempigo  and  the  AMa> 
boils ;  and  the  rivers  La  Plata  and  Mississipfi, 
each  of  whose  courses  is  not  len  than  fM 
miles. 

When  we  consider  the  mimbor  and  the  mifi^ 

tude  of  these  majestic  streams,  it  is  evident  ihl 

an  enormous  ma^s  of  water  is  continually  pouriif 

into  the  ocean,  from  every  direction.    Fram«b> 

servations  which  have  been  made  on  thitfucr 

Po,  which  runs  through  Lombardy,  and  watffi 

a  tract  of  land  S80  miles  long  and  ISO  brood,  t 

is  found,  that  it  moves  at  the  rate  of  four  aSm 

an  hoar,  is  1000  feet  broad,  and  10  feel  in  depd^ 

and,  consequently,  supplies  the  sea  with  M 

milli(Mis  of  cubical  fieet  of  water  in  a  day,  or  i 

cubical  mile  in  29  days.    On  the  suppositia 

that  the  quantity  of  water  which  the  sea  receivN 

from  the  great  rivers  in  all  countries  is  prD|W>> 

tional  to  the  extent  and  surface  of  those  coa» 

tries,  it  will  follow,  that  the  quantity  of  walMH 

carried  to  the  sea  by  all  the  other  rivers  on  ihi 

globe  is  1083  times  greater  than  that  flintisM 

by  the  Po,   (supposing  the  land,   as  formarly 

stated,  to  contain  about  49  millions  of  fqmrs 

miles,)  and  will  stTpply  the  ocean  fvith  13,690 

cubical  miles  of  water  in  a  year.     Now  rvckon* 

ing  the  ocean,  as  formerly,  to  contain  296  suU 

lions  of  cubical  miles  of  water,  this  last  number, 

divided  by  the  former,  will  give  a  quotient  of 

21,716,  .Hence   it   appears,     that,   were    lbs 

ocean  dikmpletely  drained  of  its  waters,  it  wooU 

rrajrfff  more  than  twenty  thouMond  ytan^  before 

iJ^^ms   could  be   again    completely  AIM 

UppPthe  rivers  in  the  work!  running  into  it  af 

nnr  present  rate. 

Here,  two  questions  will  naturally  occur- 
Whence  do  the  rivers  receive  so  constant  a  sap- 
ply  of  waters  ?  and  why  has  not  the  ocean  long 
ago  overflowed  the  world  ?  since  so  prodigious  a 
mass  of  water  is  continually  flowing  into  its 
abyss.  This  was  a  difficulty  which  long  pox- 
zled  philosophers ;  but  it  is  now  satisfactorilj 
solved  from  a  consideration  of  the  effects  of 
evaporation.  By  the  heat  of  the  sun  the  parti- 
cles (^  water  are  drawn  up  into  the  atmospheie 

t  BufTon  makes  this  result  to  be  819  yeaxs,  in 
which  he  is  followed  by  Goldsmith,  and  most  sutee* 

Silent  writers ;  but  he  proceeds  on  the  (Use  assosif- 
on,  that  the  ocean  covers  only  half  the  smtSce  sf 
the  globe,  and  that  it  contains  onlj  ss  mllUoos  of 
square  miles,  and  he  estimates  the  averace  deplli  sf 
thsoosan  to  be  snlj  44f  jards,  or  oiMiib«tttfs 
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firom  the  twrace  of  die  ocean,  and  float  in  the  present  us  with  scenes  the  most  picturesque  and 

air  in  the  Ibrra  of  clouds  or  vapour.     These  va-  sublime ;  so  that  every  part  of  the  const  iiution 

poors  are  carried,  by  the  winds,  over  the  surface  cf  nature  is  rendered  subservient  both  to  utility 

of  the  land,  and  are  af^ain  condensed  into  water  and  to  pleasure 

on  the  tops  and  the  sides  of  moimtains,  which,  Waiviiigthe&insiderationof  other  particulars, 

gliding  down  into  their  crevices  aiid  caverns,  at  I  shall  simply  state  some  of  the  artificial  divisioni 

Maglh  breakout  into  spring!!,  a  number  of  which  ofiiie  earth,  and  two  or  three  facts  respecting  its 

mooting  in  one  common  valley  becomes  a  river ;  inhabitants. 

0nd  many  of  these  united  to;;ether  at  length  form  The  land  has  generally  been  divided  into  four 
■uch  streams  as  the  Tay,  the  Thames,  the  Da-  parts,  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  ami  America,  to 
DubO|  and  the  Rhino.     That  eva(K>ra(ion  is  suf-  which  has  been  lately  addxi  the  division  called 
ficieai  to  account  Sw  ihi*  effect,  has  been  dero(»n-  Australasia,  which  ODmpruhenda  New  Hulland, 
fltmted  by  many  experiments  and  calculations.  New  Guinea,  New   Zealand,  Van  Dieman^s 
It  19  foand  that,  from  the  surface  of  the  Mediter-  land,  and  several  other  i>lands  in  the  Pacific 
flvnoan  sea,  which  contains  762,000  square  miles,  ocean.      Europe    comprehends    the    fi»IIowing 
Ibore  are  drawn  up  into  the  air,  every  day,  by  ctHiolries,  Norway,  Sweden,  Denmark,  Russia, 
•woporation,   5280  millions  of  tons  of  water,  Pnulsia^  Germany,  Austria,  Tuikey,  Italy,  Swit* 
whilo  the  rivers  which  flow  into  it  yieU  only  zerland,  France,  Holland, or  the  Netherlands, 
1887  DiiUions  of  tons  in  the  same  time ;  so  that  Spain,  Portugal,  and  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
Ibore  is  raised  in  vapour  fi-oni  the  Mediterranean  together  with  the  islands  of  Sicily,  Malta,  Can« 
■oorij  thne  timea  the  quantity  of  water  which  is  dia,  Corsica,  Sardinia,  Majorca,  Minorca,  Ivica, 
poured  into  it  by  all  its  rivers.    One  third  of  this  Zealand,  Funen,  Gothland,  Icelan:J,  and  several 
nils    into  the  sea  before  it  reaches  the  land  ;  others  of  smaller  note. — Awi,  the  largest  and 
mother  part  falls  on  the  low  lands,  for  the  nou-  most  populous  division  of  the  ancient  cunlinent, 
iwhinent  of  plants ;  and  the  other  third  part  is  contains  the  Empires  of  China  and  Japan,  Chi« 
quite  sufficient  to  supply  the  so(ut:es  of  all  the  nese  Tartary,  Thibet,  Hindustan,  or   British 
rivers  which  run  into  the  sea.     This  is  in  full  India,  the  Burman  Empire,  Persia,    Arabia, 
eonlonnity  to  what  was  long  ago  stated  by  an  Turkey  in  Asia,  Siberia,  Independent  Tartary, 
inopired  naturalist :  '*  All  the  rivers  run   into  and  a  variety  of  territories  inhabited  by  tribes 
Ibe  oea,  and  yet  the  sea  is  not  full ;  unto  the  with  which  we  are  v^ry  imperfectly  acquainted ; 
plonn  from  whence  the  river.^  came,  thither  do  together  with  the  immense  islant^  of  Borneo, 
Ihoy  return  again;"  but,  before  fhey  regain  their  Sumatra,  Java,  CeyliMn,  Segalien,  the  Phliip- 
fiormer  place,  they  make  a  circuit  over  our  heads  pine^,  and  thousands  of  others  of  smaller  dimen- 
throu^  ihe  regions  cS  the  atmosphere.  sions.    It  was  in  Asia  where  the  human  race 
Such  are  the  varied  movements  and  transfor-  was  fir.'^t  planted  ;  it  became  the  nursery  of  the 
matioos  which  are  incessantly  going  on  in  the  world  after  the  universal  deluge,  and  it  was  the 
riversy  the  ocean  and  the  atmosphere,  in  ttrder  to  scene  in  which  the  most  memorable  transactions 
preserve    the  balance  of  nature,  and  to  supply  recorded  in  the  sacred  history  took  place.     But 
tfio  necessities  of  the  animal  and  the  vegetable  its  inhabitants  are  now  immersed  in  Mahometan 
tr  A>es ;   all  under  the  agency  and  direction  oS  and  Pagan  darkness ;  and  the  Christian  religion, 
Him  who  '*  formed  the  sea  and  tiie  dry  land,"  except  in  a  few  insulated  spots,  is  almost  unknown 
and  who  has  arranged  all  tliin;^)  in    narober,  among    ijn  vast   pojmlation.    It  is  the   richest 
wei^t,  and  measure,  to  subserve  the  puipooei  and  most  fruitful  part  of  the  world,  and  produces 
of  bis  will.  cotton,  silks,  spices,  tea,  coflee,  gold,  silver. 
Rivers  serve  many  important  purposes  in  the  pearls,  diainonds,  and  precious  stones :  but  de»> 
eoonomy  of  our  globe.    They  carry  off  the  re-  potism,  in  its  worst  forms,  reigns  uncontrolled 
dundant  waters   which  fall  in    rains,  or  which  over  every  part  of  this  immense  region, 
oooe  from  the  springs,  which  might  otherwise  ^/rtca  comprehends  the  following  kingdoms,— 
settle    into  stagnant   pools ;  they  supply  tn  the  Morocco,  Algiers,  Tunis,  Tripoli,  Egypt,  Zaa- 
•eas  the  loss  of  waters  occasioned  by  their  daily  ra,  Negroland,  Guinea,  Nubia,  Abyssinia,  Caf- 
evaporation ;  they  cool  the  air  and  give  it  a  gen-  fraria,  Dahomey,  Benin,  Congo,  Angola,   and 
Clecirculation;  they  fertilize  the  countries  through  various  other  territories.    By   far  the  greater 
which  they  flow  ;  their  waters  afford  a  whole-  part  of  Africa  remains  hitherto  unexplored,  an.^, 
some  drink,  and  the  fishes  they  contain  a  deli-  consequently,  we  are  possessed  of  a  very  slender 
eious  fi)od,  for  the  nourishment  of  man ;  they  portion  of  information  respecting  the  numeroiss 
&cilitate  commerce,  by  conveying  the  produc-  tribes  that  may  inhabit  it.     This  quarter  of  the 
tioot  of  nature  and  art  from  the  inland  countries  world,  which  once  contained  several  flourishing 
to  the  tea;  they  form   mechanical  powers  for  kingdoms  and  states,  is  now  reduced  to  a  gene- 
driving  madbinery  of  different  kinds;  they  enii-  ral  state  of  barbarism.     That  most  abominable 
voa  and  diversify  the  scenery  of  the  countries  traflic,  the  slave  trade,  is  carried  on  to  an  uo* 
timwig**  which  they   pass ;   and  the  cataracts  limited  extent  on  its  eastern  coasts,  by  a  set  of 
ipUeh  tlisj  frsqoently  tana  among  the  mountains  European  rufiBans,  whose  villanies  are  a  dia- 
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grace  to  hummn  nature.  Iti  nott  Mrikiag  (e»> 
lure*  are  those  immense  deserts,  near  its  noitb- 
era  parts,  which  comprise  nearly  ooe-third  of  its 
surface.  The  deserts  oT  Zaara  are  1500  miles 
long,  and  800  broad. 

America  u  divided  into  North  and  South.  It 
remained  unkno«vn  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  east- 
am  hemisphere  till  the  year  1492,  when  it  was 
discorered  by  Cohimbus,  who  first  knded  on 
Guanahani,  or  Cat  island^  one  of  the  Bahama 
isles.  North  America  comprehends  the  ibilow* 
ing  countries :  The  United  States,  New  and  Old 
Mexico,  Upper  and  Lower  Canada,  Nova  Sco- 
tia, New  Brunswick,  and  Labrador.  South 
America  comprehends  the  immense  districts 
called  Terra  Firroa,  Peru,  Guiana,  Amazonia, 
Paraguay,  Brazil,  Chili,  and  Patagonia. — Be- 
tween N.  and  S.  America  lie  the  islands  of 
Cuba,  St.  Domingo,  Jamaica,  and  Porto  Rico, 
known  by  the  name  of  the  VTeai  Jndiea.  Be- 
tides thme,  there  are  connected  with  America, 
Ibe  Bahama  and  Carribbee  islands,  Newfound- 
land, Cape  Breton,  Tobago,  Trinidad,  Terra 
del  Fuego,  &c  America  is  distinguished  by  its 
numerous  and  extensive  kkes,  which  resemble 
lurge  inland  seas.  Its  rivers,  also,  form  one  of 
its  grand  and  distinguishing  features,  being  the 
largest  on  the  gk>be.  It  is  likewise  diversified 
with  lofty  and  extensive  ranges  of  mountains. 
When  first  discovered  it  was  almost  wholly  cover- 
ad  with  immense  forests,  and  thinly  peopled  with 
a  number  of  savage  tribes.  Its  mingled  popula- 
tion of  Aborigines  and  Europeans  is  now  ma- 
king rapid  advances  in  knowledge,  civilization, 
and  commerce. 

In  regard  to  the  fatman  inhabitanU  that  occu- 
py the  different  regions  now  specified — they  have 
been  divided  by  some  geographers  into,  the  six 
following  classes—!.  The  dwarfish  inhabitants 
of  the  polar  regions  ;  as  the  Laplanders,  the 
Greenlanders,  and  the  Estquiroaux. — ^  The 
flat-nosed  olive-coloured  lauiTjy  race ;  as  the  Tar- 
tars, the  Chinese,  and  the  Japanese.->3.  The 
blacks  of  Asia  with  European  features.  Of  this 
description  are  the  Hindoan,  the  Burmans,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  islands  in  the  Indian  ocean. 
—4.  The  woolly-haired  negroes  of  Africa,  dis- 
tinguished by  their  black  colour,  their  flat  noses, 
and  their  thick  lips.— 6.  The  copper-coloured 
native  Americans,  distinguished  likewise  by 
their  black  hair,  small  black  eyes,  high  cheek- 
bones, and  flat  noses.— 6.  The  sixth  variety  is 
the  white  European  nations,  as  the  British,  the 
French,  the  Italians,  and  the  Germans. 

The  nnnd>er  of  mhabitantt  which  people  the 
earth  at  one  time  may  be  estimated  to  amount  to 
at  least  eight  hundr»i  miilitms ;  of  which  600 
millions  may  be  assigned  to  Asia ;  80  millions 
to  Africa  -,  70  millions  to  America ;  and  160 
millions  to  Europe.— With  regard  to  their  reli- 
giooy  they  may  be  estimated  as  follows: 


7.M0,Mi 


Mahometans, 

Roman  Catholics, 

Protestants, 

Greeks  and  AmlnlaBs, 

Jews, 


From  this  estimate  it  appear*,  that  there  w 
more  than  four  Pagans  and  Maboowtans  to  <w 
Christian,  and  oriy  one  Protestaat  to  17  of  al  te 
other  denominationa.  Although  all  the  RoMi 
Catholics,  Ghreeks,  and  Proteataots  were  rerkoad 
true  Christians,  there  stiU  renwia  more  dns 
no  miUions  of  our  felk>w  mmb  igaoraat  of  iki 
true  God,  and  of  bis  witt  na  revealed  in  ifct 
Sacr^  Scriptures;  whicfa  aliowa  what  a  firf 
field  of  exertion  still  lies  open  to  CfarisdaB  ke> 
■evdeoee,  before  the  Uenigs  of  civiliatifl^ 
mental  improvement,  ratiooal  libertj,  and  Ckrii* 
tianity  be  foUy  comnwmicated  to  the  Pagu  nd 
Mahometan  world. 

If  we  suppose  thai  die  earth,  at  aa  nvcrtfe, 
has  always  been  as  populooa  as  it  is  now,  id 
that  it  contains  800  miUiens  of  inhnUtaals,  « 
above  stated,  and  if  we  reckon  9t  yean  far  • 
generation,  at  the  end  of  which  period  At 
whole  human  race  is  renewed  ;  k  will  fcilovt 
that  14fr  thousand  miUions  of  htnna  bti^i 
have  existed  on  the  earth  aiace  the  present  ift> 
tem  of  our  globe  commenced,  redraning  589 
years  from  Adam  te  the  preaeat  tima.''  Aa^ 
conse<)uently,  if  mankind  had  never  died,  thn 
would  have  been  182  times  toe  pieaci  noBbsr 
of  the  earth*8  inhabitants  now  in  existener.  Il 
follows  from  this  statement,  that  25  raiHions  of 
mankind  die  every  year,  2853  every  hour,  as^ 
47  every  minute,  and  that  at  least  an  e^ual  nooK 
her,  during  these  periods,  are  emerging  fisB 
non-existence  to  the  stage  of  life  ;  so  ttel 
almost  every  moment,  a  rational  and  imanrtil 
being  is  ushered  into  the  woiid,  and  another  is 
trans^xMled  to  the  invisible  state.  Wbedw, 
therefore,  we  contemplate  the  world  of  matlffi 
or  the  world  of  miod,  we  perceive  incenaai 
changes  and  revokitions  going  on,  which  are 
gradually  carrying  forward  the  earth  and  its  in- 
habitants to  some  important  consummation.*-' 
If  we  suppose  that,  before  the  close  of  tin^f 


*  This  calculation  proceeds  on  the  supposftim. 
that  only  4D0«  years  elapsed  between  the  Hoaif 
creation  and  the  Iilrth  of  Christ,  acconllaK  to  tbs 
Hebrew  chronology.  But  J^  Hales,  In  his  tale 
work  on  Scripture  chronoldlf;  has  proved,  alBMt 
to  a  demonstration,  that,  from  the  creatioa  to  the 
birth  of  Christ  are  to  be  reckoned  S4ll  yean:  asd 
tlds  computation  nearly  agrees  with  the  Sanuutaa 
and  Septua^int  chronology,  and  with  thai  of  Xtt- 
phus.  According  to  this  computation,  7*35  yean 
are  to  be  reckoned  ftom  the  creation  to  thepnMBt 
time ;  and.  consequently,  230  thousand  mnuoa»  « 
human  beings  will  have  existed  since  the  cieatioa. 
which  is  more  than  S8  times  the  numbtf  of  tst^ 
bltants  presently  eilsUng, 
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I J  TuinaA  beings  will  be  brought  into  ex-  tent  deranged  state  of  the  social  and  political 

»,  as  haTe  aifeady  existed,  during  the  by-  world,  it  be  found  difficult,  in    any  particular 

ISC  ages  of  the  workl,  there  will,  of  course,,  be  country,  to  find  sustenance  for  its  inbabiiania, 

and,  at  the  general  resurrection,  290,000,000^  emigrauon  is  the  obvious  and  natural  remedy; 

X)  of  mankind.    Vast  as  such  an  assemblage  and  the  rapid  emigrations  which  are  now  taking 

«ukl  be,  the  whole  of  the  hunnan  beings  here  place  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  New  Holland, 

ipposed,  allowing  six  square  feet  for  every  indi-  Van  Dieraan's  Land,  and  America,  are,  doubi- 

idual,  could  be  assembled  within  the  space  of  less,  a  part  of  those  arrangements  of  Provi  lence, 

By400  sqaare  milM,  or  on  a  tract  uf  land  not  by  which  the  Creator  will  accomplish  his  dtt- 

nch  larger  than  that  of  England,  which  con-  signs,  in  peopling  the  desolate  wastes  of  our 

ins,  according  to  the  most  accurate  calcula-  globe,  and  promoting  the  progress  of  knowledge 

ODS,  above  bOfiOO  square  miles.  and  of  the  true  religion  among  the  scattered  tribes 

Our  world  is  capcd>le  of  sustaining  a  much  of  mankind. 


■umber  of  inhabitants  than  has  ever  yet 
dsted  opOQ  it  at  any  one  time.     And  since  we 

re  inlbrmed  in  the  Sacred  Oracles,  that  God  With  that  branch  of  knowledge  to  wiiicn  I 

created  it  not  in  vain,  but  farmed  i<  Is  6e  in-  have  now  adverted,  every  individual  of  the  hu- 

ibited,'*  we  have  reason  to  believe,  that,  in  man  race  ought  to  be,  in   some  measure,  ac- 

tiire  ages,  when  the  physical  and  moral  ener-  quainted.     For  it  is  unworthy  of  the  dignity  of 

,es  of  mankind  shaM  be  fully  exerted,  and  when  a  rational  being,  to  stalk  abroad  on  the  suriace 

e«oe  shall  wave  her  olive  branch  over  the  na-  of  the  earth,  and  enjoy  the  bounty  of  his  Crea- 

DDs,  the  earth  will  be  much  more  populous  tor,  without  considering  the  nature  and  extent 

sus  it  has  ever  been,  and  those  immense  deserts,  of  his  sublunary  habitation,  tlie  variety  of  au- 

bore  mvenoos  animals  now  roam  undisturbed,  gust  objects  it  contains,  the  relation  in  which  he 

ill  be  transformed  into  scenes  of  fertility  and  stands  to  ether  tribes  of  intelligent  agents,  and 

inu^.    If  it  be  admitted,  that  the  produce  of  the  wonderful  machinery  which  is  in  constant 

reive  tKnm  of  kad  is  mifficient  to  maintain  a  op«f«tio«  f«r  s^pplying  his  wants,  and  for  pro- 

Bilj  consist  ing  of  six  persona,  and  if  we  reckon  ducing  the  revolutions  of  day  and  night,  spring 

ilj  ono-lburth  of  the  surface  of  the  globe  oa-  and  autumn,  summer  and   winter.    In  a  reli- 

ible  of  cultivation,  it  can  be  proved,  that  the  gious  point  of  view,  geography  is  a  science  of 

iith  oould  afford  snstenanco  for  16,000  millions  peculiar  interest.     For  ^'  the  nivation  of  God," 

'inhabitants,  or4weuty  timet  the  number  \hMt  which  Christianity  unfolds,  is  destined  to  be 

presently  supposed  to  exist.     So  that  we  have  proclaimed  in  erery  land,  in  order  that  men  of 

» reason  to  fear  that  the  world  will  be  ovei^  all  aniions  and  kindreds  and  tongues  may  par- 

ocked  with  inhabitants  for  many  ages  to  come ;  ticipale  in  its  blessings.     But,  without  exploring 

'  thai  a  period  may  soon  arrive  when  the  in-  every  region  of  the  earth,  and  the  numerous 

ease  of  population  will  surpass  the  means  of  islands  which  are  scattered  over  the  surface  of 

thsisteaoe,  as  some  of  the  disciples  of  Mai-  the  ocean,  and  opening  up  a  regular  intercourse 

us  have  lately  insinuated.     To  suppose,  as  with  the  different  tribes  of  human  beings  which 

tme  of  these  gentlemen  seem  to  do,  that  wars  dwell  upon  its  surface,  we  can  never  carry  into 

id  diseases,  poverty  and  pestilence,  are  aeces-  effect  the  purpose  of  God,  by  "  making  known 

rj  evils,  in  wder  to  prevent  the  inorease  of  his  salvation  to  the  ends  of  the  earth.'*     Ah 

e  htiman  race  b^ond  the  means  of  subsist-  God  has  ordained,  that  ^'  all  Hesh  shall  see  the 

ice  which  nature  can  afford — wliile  the  im-  salvation"  he  has  accomplished,  and  that  human 

ease  regions  of  New  Holland,  New  Guinea,  beings  shall  be  the  agents  ler  carrying  his  de- 

omeo,  and  the   greater   part   of  Africa  and  signs  into  effect— 4o  we  may  rest  assured  that 

merica  are  almost  destitute  of  inhabitants —  he  has  ordained  every  mean  requisite  foraccom- 

both  an  insult  on  the  dignitj^  of  human  nature,  plishing  this  end  ;  and,  consequently,  that  it  is 

id  a  reflection  on  the  wisdom  and  beneficence  his  will  that  men  sho<ild  study  the  fi<;ure  and 

'  Divine  Providence.     The  Creator  is  bene-  magnitude  of  the  earth,  and  all  those  arts  by 

ilent  and  bountiful,  and   "  hU  tender  mercies  which  they  may  be  enabled  to  traverse  and  ez- 

«  over  all  his  works;'' but  man,  by  his  tyranny,  plore  the  different  regions  of  kmd  and  water, 

nbitioa,  and  selfishness,  has  counteracted  the  which  compose  the  terraqueous  globe — and  that 

reams  of  Divine  beneficence,  and  introduced  it  ia  also  his  will,  that  every  one  who  feels  an 

to  the  social  state  poverty,  disorder,  and  mi-  interest  in  the  present  and  eternal  happiness 

ry,  with  all  their  attendant  train  of  evils ;  and  of  his  fellow  men,  shouki  make  himseff  acquaint- 

is  not  before  such  demoralizing  principles  be  ed  with  the  result  of  all  the  discoveries  in  this 

ooaw  measure  eradicated,  and  the  principles  science  that  have  been,  or  may  yet  be  made,  in 

Christian  benevolence  brought  into   active  order  to  stimulate  his  activity,  in  conveying  to 

leration,  that  the  social  state  of  man  will  be  the  wretched    sons  of  Adam,  wherever  they 

ontlj  meliorated,  and  the  bounties  of  heaven  may  be  found,  *'  the    unsearchable  riches  of 

Uy-a^oyed  by  the  human  race.    If,  in  the^pre-  ChoiL*' 
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To  the  mu.'ii.iniry,  on  J  the  direclorc  of 
Bible  aixl  MUaKwiary  Socivties,  a  minute  and 
comprehensive  knowledge  oT  llie  science,  anJ 
of  all  tiK-  £ictj  c'MUiected  with  it,  is  essentially 
re'juisite  ;  without  wliich  they  would  often  grupo 
in  the  dark,  and  »{K'Di1  their  money  in  vain,  and 
*-  their  lA!>oiir  f ^r  that  which  doth  not  profit." 
T1:*'V  must  be  iulirn.\trly  ao^  lain^'d  wiih  tlio 
e.t'i'iisivr  At-I  i  nf  opera'i<»n  Hii'.cii  lies  bcftNe 
t!i*'iii.  and  wi  h  ilie  piiysi'*al,  t:ic  niirol,  and  the 
fNi'.iti>>al  state  of  the  ditTirrciit  trih<ts  to  which 
lliey  intpnd  to  send  tho  nic^.^Koe  uf  silvation  ; 
nti;«r.%i!»e  il;«.'ir  p\frtii)ni«  wi'!  b»'  m.idfs  at  ran- 
dom, and  their  so'. ernes  be  c.#n  bicted  withoul 
jiki^iiH*iit  or  libwrimination.  Tu  attem;>i  to 
direct  the  movifmeols  of  Missionary  Socic:ios, 
withoul  an  ii.tiinate  knowledge  of  this  siibje.-t. 
id  as  fyjlish  aii:j  absurd  as  it  would  be  for  a  land 
sun'eyor  to  lay  down  plsms  fur  the  improvement 
of  a  gentli-man's  estate,  bcfifc  be  iiad  surveyed 
the  prt^mi-^es,  and  made  htmsrif  acquainted  with 
the  ohjec's  upon  them,  in  their  various  aspects, 
positions,  and  bcarin|rs.  If  all  ih  -se  who  direct 
and  siipi'iort  the  operations  of  nuch  societies, 
were  fimiliarly  acquainted  with  the  differcot 
fields  for  missionary  exertions,  an«l  with  the 
peculiar  state  and  citaracter  of  tbe  dtrerrified 
tribes  of  the  heathen  worll,  so  fir  as  they  are 
known,  injudicious  whemes  might  be  frustrated 
befiire  they  are  carried  into  effect,  and  the  funds 
uT  such  institutions  preserved  from  being  wasted 
to  no  purpose.  In  this  view,  it  is  the  duty  of 
evt-ry  Christian,  to  mark  the  progress  and  re- 
sults of  ti>c  varioti.4  ceo^n^phical  cxpetlitions 
which  are  now  {^oing  forward  in  quest  of  disoo- 
verif8,  in  conn<rxion  with  tho  moral  aikl  political 
movements  which  are  prescnily  a<*iiatins  the 
nations:  for  every  navijatDr  who  ploughs  the 
ocean  in  search  of  new  island.s  and  ontinentji, 
and  every  traveller  who  explores  tli»»  interior  of 
unknown  roiintries,  should  be  con^tideri'd  as  so 
many  pione«*rs,  sent  beforehand,  by  Divine  Pro- 
vilenco,  to  prepare  the  way  f)r  tlie  labours  of 
the  mi.«sionary,  and  Tk  the  comhim-d  exertions 
of  Christian  benev.ilence.* 

•  On  this  snbjcrt  the  author  frels  great  |ilea5iire 
in  r*^forrinc  his  roailer?  to  a  sm^ll  V'lum*-.  lately 
puhli-^hf^l.  by  James  I)ouL*!:t««,  E'^o.  «»f  r;ivcn».  pntl- 
tl>;  1.  •'  HiiiH  on  MisHlmis."— :i  wo.k  wluch  ih.'i?ervos 
llu*  -iiti^nUve  ]H'ru-".^l.  Ixttlj  of  tiie  pl.i!-»5-o;ihor.  tho 
!>"'.:!  iriin.  nnd  tJic  (.'hri'tian.  nnl  p  irtu-uUily  of  tho 
iHrnrt'irs  of  Vi«-!on;-.ry  Societies;  an'l  which  Is 
rhanc torlze*!  by ;»  spirit  of  t'iilii?htfne<l  philanthro- 
py, an-l  n  nn^ftiiurnt  f^f  thou \rhf.  whU'h  hns  sfl- 
'•oin  »M  (;n  (  q  «;iUe-I  in  thc'tU^ru-'Sionof  siirh  toplr». 
It  '•onr'-iiTntP'*,  M.x  it  wen*,  into  a  focu.".  the  hshl 
w>.irh  h:i=«  »ioenrefl«'cfe».l  from  hundreds  of  vohum.'S: 
an  1  the  oTltriual  hints  It  bucctMr  rl:tl»n  tlio sorinng 
con-^tilrnflun  nf  tho  suporiht^ntr-ntK of  mission. iry 
pch.nu'S;  wlrhd'it  nii  attcntii.-n  to  some  of  \vhioh, 
I'lO  bt'Tivfli  i;il  ••If.-;  f.s  rcs'iltln;!  from  sui  h  un'W-rtak- 
Inirs  will  tw  few  .in  1  unlinfiornnt.  r^houM  this  note 
happen  to  strike  the  »\vc  of  tho  wonhy  author,  It  Is 
submittf'il,  with  ill  iluc  ilofcrfn'r.  whMhur  a  more 
cxten-lve  circulation  of  the  siib-it,iii''i;  of  this  vo- 
lume. In  a  lo»8  exi»cn"»lve  form,  juid  with  a  tvw  mo- 
difications, to  bring  it  within  tl\e  ran^e  of  thought 


But  even  to  every  prir&te  Chriatiaa,  fWgnply 
is  an  iuterestinv  bninch  of  study,  without  s«i 
knowled^  of  which  his  prarcrtf  and  hisQiriiliH 
sympathies  cannot  be  judiciuu^Iy  and  ezu-oain^ 
directed.  We  occasiooaUy  hear  the  mnisienif 
religion,  at  the  conifnenccmeDt  cTpublic  wonj^^ 
on  the  first  day  (if  the  week,  impiorinf  the  D^ 
vino  blessing  on  thvir  brethren  ifarou^uut  lb 
ChrisitLanchurchtWhn  are  commenciiie  the  oat 
exercises ;  and  at  the  cIcMe  of  wivseip  io  tb 
aAcrnoon,  that  tbe  same  bJewins  may  wii  (h 
tmttructiuns  which  have  been  delivered  in  all  ik 
cliur.-hci  of  die  saints ;  as  if  all  the  public  i^ 
giiAi*  services  of  the  universal  church  vera,  tt 
that  moment,  drawing  to  a  cloKe.  This  it  il 
very  well,  so  far  as  it  goes:  the  exprassisi  d 
sucli  benevolent  wishes  is  highly  becoiniiif,  uri 
coii£i*iiial  to  the  spirit  of  Chirisiianity.  Bri 
a  very  slight  acquaintance  with  geographiil 
science  will  teach  us,  tliat,  when  we  is  Ail 
country  are  commencing  the  religious  sewieei 
of  the  first  day  of  the  week,  our  Christian  h^ 
thren  in  tbe  East  Indies,  who  live  under  a  wj 
different  meridian,  have  finished  theirs;  tboM 
in  Russia,  Poland,  Greece,  Pklesiine,  and  at 
the  banks  of  the  Ca&piao  sea,  have  peHami 
oii«-half  of  their  public  r*li|poua  wurship  Md 
inst  met  ions;  and  those  in  New  Holland  wi 
Van  Dieman's  Land  have  retired  to  rest,  at  lb 
dose  of  their  Sabbath.  On  the  other  hand,  m 
friends  in  the  West  India  islands  and  in  Aoi^ 
rica,  at  the  close  of  our  worship,  are  only  that, 
to  commence  the  public  instructions  of  iheChri^ 
tian  Sjbbalh.  If,  then,  it  be  submitted,  tbi 
our  prayers,  in  cr;r*ain  caws,  ou»ht  to  be  ^xtst/kf 
to  have  a  reference  to  tht*  particular  cases  lii 
relations  of  certain  da^^es  of  individuals,  ttwis 
can  be  no  valid  reasrm  assi::n':d,  why  ibey 
should  nut  have  a  reference  to  the  geographicil 
p^witions  of  the  different  portions  of  the  Chrir 
tian  diurch,  as  well  as  to  Uiose  who  live  oa  « 
near  our  own  meridian  :  that,  for  examp'e,  ii 
the  beginning  of  our  public  devotions,  we  siifb 
implore  that  the  blessing  of  God  may  aocQ» 
pany  the  instructions  which  have  been  deliveisd 
in  the  eastern  parts  of  the  world  ;  and  it  ^ 
close  of  worship,  that  the  sanie  agency  may  dW 
nvi  in  the  exercises  of  those  in  tlie  westol 
hemisphere,  who  are  about  fo  enter  on  the  Mp 
cred  scrvice.4  of  that  day.  On  the  «aroe  prisci- 
pie,  we  may  perceive  the  ab::urdity  of  dMS 
*•  conrfrts''^  r.ir  prayer  in  different  places  sf  (b 

po^seysol  by  qrnrral  rca-'ors,  would  not  have  atOr 
denrv  in  pronii>t«i  it<  l»"ncv»»Icnt  objects. 

♦  The  author  \\oon  not  ^«^^m  to  mean,  that  ft  Iss^ 
furd  fi»r  niristlan:'  in  every  ynrt  of  the  eattfcIS 
A-isoinble  oil  th«>  •<i«me(lay  in  tl^lr  ro-^pt'CtiTe  placet 
of  (-evotion,  to  pray  for  i  unlver-sal  cxtf^nsfmi  ft 
Cliri'-tl'inity.  This  objection  wouM  He  with  e^pd 
weii-'lit  oinlntt  the  SiiMtitli.  Hi<  only  oblectJis 
apr»«Mrs  to  he  a^aintt  the  »itppntUf(m.  thatChrifr 
ti:ut£:,  raeetinc  in  differnnt  p^rtn  of  the  e^rth  sit)* 
same  hour  of  the  day.  are  i«rayinf  in  all 
the  soflM  monuni.'-Jmalem  EdUor, 
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which  were  litely  propoaed,  ind  and  illustrate  the  >criptu,rtl  doctrine  of  the  un'b- 

bj  a  certain  portion  df  the  religiotui  verMl  depravity  of  inan — to  exercise  the  fnith 

Even  within  the  limits  of  Europe,  this  of  the  Christian,  on  the  pn>niises  of  Jehovah, 

not  be    attempted,  with  the  prospect  of  in  reference  to  the  conversion  of  the  benighted 

OhruCiaa*  joining  in  devniion  at  one  and  the  nations — to  rouse   his  sympathies  towards  his 

■UBM  time ;  lor,  when  it  is  six  o'clock  in  one  degraded  brethren  of  mankind,  to  exci'.c  his  in- 

|Mrt  of  Europe,  it  is  eight  at  another,  and  five  tercoiisioo  in  their  behalf,  and  to  direct  his  be- 

Q^doek  at  a  third  place ;  muck  less  could  such  a  ■evolence  and  activity  in  devising  and  execut- 

takefrface  tkrmighout  Europe,  Asia,  and  ing  schctn  'S  for  enlightening  the  people  who  are 

So  that  acienco,  and  a  calm  consi-  sitting   **  in  darkness,  and  in  the  shadow  of 


^•ratioa  af  the  nature  and  relatitms  of  things,     deathJ*' 

■■y  leach  w  to  preaerre  our  devotional  fervour 

mad  W9tl  within  the  bounds  of  reason  and  pro-  aeoloot. 

frietj  ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  direct  our 

tioaa,  and  our  Cbrietian  sympathies,  to        Another  subject  intimately  rekted  ta  tiie  tof 


Caka  a  wider  range  than  -that  to  which  they  «re     mer,  is  the  science  of  CJeology. 

lUj  coafined.  This  science  has  for  its  object,  to  investigate 


Beaidaa  the  considerations  now  suggested,  a  and  describe  the  internal  ttructure  of  the  earth, 
coatemf^tion  of  the  physical  objects  the  arraagemont  of  the  materials  of  which  it  is 
noreflMnts  which  this  science  exhibits,  haa  composed,  (he  circumstances  peculiar  to  its  ori- 
«  Uodeney  to  excite  pious  and  reverential  emo-  ginaJ  formation,  the  different  states  under  which 
CioiM.  To  eonteroplate  this  huge  globe  of  land  it  has  existed,  and  the  various  changes  which  it 
«nd  wmtar,  flying  with  rapidity  through  the  voids  appears  to  have  undergone,  since  the  Almighty 
of  apttce,  ooareying  its  vast  population  fron  one  created  the  substance  of  which  it  is  composed. 
fVgion  to  anotlMr  at  the  rate  ef  fifteen  hundred  From  a  consideration  of  the  vast  quantity  of  ma- 
miles  in  a  day,  and  whirling  round  its  terials  contained  in  the  internal  structure  of  our 
at  the  same  tine,  to  produce  the  constant  globe,  and  of  the  limited  extent  to  whidt  men  can 
of  day  and  night, — to  contemplate  carry  their  operations,  when  they  attempt  to  pene- 
tha  bftj  ridges  of  mountains  that  stretch  around  trate  into  its  bowels,  it  is  obvious,  that  our  know- 
it  in  vwBTj  direction;  the  flaming  volcanoes;  ledge  of  this  subject  must  be  very  shallow  an  4 
fho  roaring  cataracts ;  the  numerous  rivers,  in-  imperfect.  The  observations,  however,  whii:U 
ceaaaotly  rolling  their  watery  treasures  into  the  have  been  made  on  the  stracture  of  our  globe 
•ass;  tfie  nujestic  ocean,  and  its  unfathomable  during  the  last  half  century,  and  the  conclusions 
cavams ;  the  vapours  rising  fi'ora  its  surface,  and  deduced  from  thrm,  are  highly  interesting,  both 
raplaaishittf  the  springs  and  rivers  ;  the  ava-  to  the  philoAOjiher  and  to  the  Christian.  Before 
laiaeha  hurling  down  the  mountain's  side  with  a  the  fact*,  on  which  this  branch  of  natural  histo- 
atrfaa  like  thunder;  the  luxuriant  plains  of  the  ry  is  founded,  were  accuiately  ascertained,  a 
torrid  lone  ;  the  rugged  clifls  and  icebergs  of  variety  of  objections  t  a  the  Mosaic  history  of  the 
tiia  polar  regions ;  and  thousands  of  other  ob-  creation  were  started  by  certain  skeptical  philo- 
jaeta  of  diversified  beauty  and  sublimity, — has  sophers,  founded  on  partial  and  erroneous  vie wa 
aa  avideat  tendency  (o  expand  the  conceptions  of  the  real  structure  and  economy  of  the  earth, 
of  tha  human  mind,  to  increase  its  sources  of  But  it  is  now  found,  that  tjie  more  accurately 
animal  enjoyment,  and  to  elevate  the  affections  and  minutely  the  system  of  nature  is  expk)red, 
Co  that  all-powerful  Being  who  gave  birth  to  all  the  more  distinctly  do  we  perceive  the  harmony 
Cba  aublimiues  of  Nature,  and  who  incessantly  that  subsists  between  the  records  of  Revelation, 
■uperimends  all  its  movements.  and  the  operations  of  the  Creator  in  tlie  material 
In  fiiio,  from  the  numerous  moral  facts,  which  world.  If  both  be  admitted  as  the  effects  of  the 
f  aography  unfokis,  we  learn  the  vast  depth  and  agency  of  the  same  Almighty  an  1  Eternal  Being, 
astent  of  that  moral  degraiiation  into  which  the  they  must,  in  the  nature  of  thingi,  completely 
human  race  has  &Ilea— the  ferocious  tempers,  harmonize,  and  can  never  be  repugnant  to  each 
and  inuaoral  practices,  which  are  displayed  in  other— whether  we  be  capable,  in  every  instance, 
iba  regioas  of  pagan  idoUtry^-tho  horrid  cru-  of  perceiving  their  complete  coincidence,  or  not. 
alcaaa,  the  vile  abominations,  that  are  daily  per^  If  any  facts  could  be  produced  in  the  visible  crea* 
patiated  under  the  sanction  of  what  is  termed  tion  which  directly  contradkt  the  records  of  the 
raUfiao— Che  wide  extent  of  population,  over  Bible,  it  would  form  a  proo^  that  the  oraclea 
ivfaieh  tlia  priaoe  of  darkness  awaya  his  sceptre  which  we  hold  as  divine  were  not  dictated  by 
i— tba  difliealtiea  which  require  to  be  surmotint-  the  Creator  and  Governor  of  the  nniverse.  But, 
id  baferg  the  "  gospel  of  salvation"  can  extend  although  some  garbled  facta  have  been  trium- 
ilB  liiD  inflneace  throughout  the  pagan  worlds  phantly  exhibited  in'  this  view,  it  is  now  ascer^ 
■id  ilia  raat  energiei  which  are  requisite  to  ao-  tained,  from  the  discoveries  which  have  beea 
hh  ihli  ghmoua  event.  All  theae  por«  lately  made  in  relation  to  die  atractore  and  fbrma- 
«f  iidijnmrMW  ara  ealeolated  to  oonfina  tion  of  tha  earth,  that  the  truth  af  the  &ctf  da- 

4»- 
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tailed   \u  sacreJ  history  reats  on  a  boHj  in  J  and  scabeous  or  ttony  earth.     TK«  tvAce  rf 

immutable  banis;  and  that  the  Supreme  Intolii-  Uic  globe,  cunsidered  in  relation  to  iis  ineqab* 

fieiice  who  arran^e<l  the  fabric  of  heaven  and  ties,  is  divided  into  highland,  lowland,  aud  Ai 

earth,  and  he  alone,  communicated  to  the  inspir-  bottom  ofiiie  sea.     Highland  conipri#es  AIpJM 

ed  writers  the  doctrines  and  the  facts  they  havo  land,  conipotH-d  of  mountain  groups,  or  •eriri'/ 

recorded  ;  and  we  have  reason  to  believe,  that,  as  mountain    chains:    lowland     cmnprbes    than 

ffeolo;;ists  proceed  in  their  researches  and  inves-  extensive  fiat  tracts  which   are  almost  ectic^ 

ligations,  still  more  sensible  proofs  (/the  authen-  destitute   of  small  -mountain    |rroupa.    To  tbc 

ticity  of  Revelation  will  be  brought  to  light.  bottom  of  the  sra  h?Ioa^  the  flar,  rodkr  boTflO, 

Geology  has,  of  late,  become  an  interesting  shoals,  rcc&,  and  i»land<i. 

ob|vctof  inquiry  to  the  student  of  general  scirnrc.  At  first   sight,    the   so!iJ  masa  of  the  rvA 

aiid  is  now  prosecuted  with  ardour  by  many  dis-  appears  to  be  a  confuted  assemblage  of  rocfcv 

tinguished  pliilosophers.  The  observations  which  masses,  pilrd  on  each  other  without  regulariijtr 

have  been  made  in  various  parts  of  tlie  world,  order,  where  none  of  those  admirable  displsn  rf 

by  late  navigators;   the  facts  which  have  been  skill  and  ctJilrivance  are  to  be  ohserred,  wfakik 

ascertained  by  Pallas,  Saussure,  De  Luc,  Hum-  so  powerfully  excite  attention  in  the  stractBt «( 

boldt,  and  other   intelligent  travellers;  and  the  animals  and  vegetables.     But,  on  a  aearmil 

discoveries  which  have  been  brought  to  light  by  more  intimate  view,  a  Taxiety  of  beantifid  l^ 

modern   chymists  and  mineralogists,  have  all  rangements  l>x<t  been  traced  by  the  indusirr  tX 

conspired   to  facilitate  geological  inquiries,  to  geologists,  and  the  light  of  modem  diacoTariet, 

render  them  more  enlightened  and  satisfactory,  by  which  they  have  been  enabled  to  classify  tbese 

and  to  prepare  the  way  for  future  ages  establish-  apparent  irregularities  of  nature.     7*he  materiki 

ing  a  rational,  scriptural,  and  substantial  theory  of  which  the  solid  crust  of  the  earth  is  coopoicd, 

of  I  he  earth.     The  man  who  en^rages  in  such  in-  have  been  arranged  into  the  four  fo!lowii^Edty^ 

quiries  has  always  at  hand  a  source  of  rational  es : — I.  Tha-te  rocks  which  coalaiii  nciiber  »J 

iavettigation  and  enjoyment.     The  ground  on  animal  nor  vrgctable  remains  theroselvts,  ssr 

which  he  treads — tlie  as(>ect  of  the  surrounding  are  intermixed    with  rocks  wl.icb  do  oontua 

country— the  mines,  the  caves,  and  the  quarries  Uiem,  and  are   therefore    termed    jn  I'wiftt*,  w 

which  he  explores— every  new  country  in  which  yrimary  rocks ;  the  period    nf  whow  fonmica 

K^tiavels,  every  mountain  he  climbs,  and  bvtry  is  considered  as  antecedent  to  that  of  the  an> 

new  sur&ce  of  the  earth  that  is  laid  open  to  his  lion    of  organic  beings.     These  are   graaire, 

inspection,   offer  to  him  novel  and  interesting  gneiss,  mica  slate,  and  clay  sitfe,  whicfa  sees 

stores  of  information.  On  descending  into  mines,  abundantly  in  all  regions    uf  the  gk)be,  vkk 

we  are  not  only  gratified  by  displays  of  human  in-  quartz  rock,  serpentine,  granular  HDirsioBe,lte. 

genuity,  but  we  also  acquire  views  of  the  strata  of  which  occur  more    s{»arinu!y.     S.  Rx^  €«•• 

Uic  earth,  arul  of  the  revolutions  it  has  undergone  taining  organic  remaias,  or  generally  associated 

since  the  period  of  its  formation.     Our  researcli-  with  other  rocks  in  whidb  such  substasenin 

es  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  amidst  abrupt  pre-  (bund,  and  which,  as  liaving  boen  f«>rmpd  pw* 

cipices  and  lofty  mountains,  introduce  us  to  the  terior  to   the  existence  of  organ ized^beinfS.ar* 

grandest  and  most  subUme  works  of  the  Creator,  termed    secondary.       These     are     grerwackei 

and  present  to  our  view  the  ^ects  of  stupendous  sandstone,  limestone,   and   gypsum    of  variosf 

f^jrces,  which  have  'overturned  mountains,  and  kinds,  slate  clay,  with  certain   sfiecies  of  tnf : 

rent  the  foundations  of  nature.  *'  In  the  midst  of  and  they  are  found  lying  above  the  priroarr  «r 

such  scenes,  the  geologist  feels  his  mind  invigo-  older  rocks.    3.  Above   these   soci.>ndary  roda, 

rated  ;  tlie  magnitude  of  the  appearances  befure  beds  of  gravel,  sand,  earth,  and  moss  are  fisiKi, 

him  extinguishes  all  the  little  and  contracted  no-  which  have  been  termed  allurial  rodb  or  fif- 

lions  he  may  have  formed  in  the  closet ;   and  he  motions.     This  class  comprehends  those  rorkr 

learns,  that  it  is  only  by  visiting  and  studying  substances  formed  from  previously  existing  rodiii 

those  stupendous  works,  that  he  can  form  an  of  which  the  materials  have  been  broken  do«i 

adequate  conception  of  the  great    relations  of  by  the  agency  of  water  and  air;  they  arediet* 

the  crust  of  the  globe,  and  of  its  anode  of  forma-  fore  generally  loose  in  their    texture,  apd  srt 

lion."'*  never  covered   with  any    real    sdid  and  roekt 

The   upper  crust,  or  surface  of  the  earth,  is  secondary  strata.    4.  Voleame    roekt ;   mifiitt 

Ibund  to  be  composed  of  different  strata  j  or  beds  which  class  are  comprehended  all  those  rocksi 

placed  one  above  another.    These  strata,  or  lay-  beds  of  lava,  scoriae,  and  other  matter,  thnn 

tirSt  are  very  much  mixed,  and  their  direction,  out  at  certain  points  of  the  earth*8  suHace  by  ika 

matter,  thickness,  and  relative   position,  vary  action  of  subterraneous  fire, 

considerably  in  different  places.     These  strata  *^  The  phenomena  of  geolctfry   show,  ifati  (bt 

are  divided   into   seven  classes,  as  follows : —  original  formation  of  the  rocks  has  bem  aeooH|M> 

black  earth,  clay,  sandy  earth,  marl,  bog,  chalk,  nied,  in  nearly  all  its  stagea,  by  a  proeesi  d 

waate^  decay,  and  recoai|>oaiticaL    Tfaitoclsi 

ilMTvlop.  AitJOMTiriBfy.  u  they  w«re  mooMihfl^  depodMd,  nm  lOrf 
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apoo  by  air  tod  water,  heat,  &c.  broken  into 
fiagnients,  or   wuni  down   into  grains,  out  of 
^rhich  new  strata  were  fijrmed.     Even  the  newer 
•coontiarjr  rocks,  since  their  consolidation,  have 
boeo  fliibject  to  great  changes,  of  whicii  very  dis- 
tinct mooument^  rerosiiii.    Thus,  we  have  single 
noontaim  which,  from  their   structure,  can  be 
COnsidereJ  onlj  as  remnants  ofj^reat  formations, 
or  of  great  continents  no  lon;;er  in  existence. 
Moant  Meia.ier,  in  ilessc,  six  milrs  long  and 
three  broad,  rises  alio-.it  1800  feet  above  its  base, 
■ad  tlOO  above  the   sea,  overtopping  all  the 
Bei^bouriog  hilb   from  40   to  50  miles  round. 
7b«  lowest  part  of  the  m<Miniain  rnnsiitts  of  the 
■Bine  shell,  limestone,  and    sandstone,    which 
•ziflt   in  the  adjacent  coimtry.    Above    these 
are,  first,  a  bed  of  sand,  then   a  bed  of  foMll 
wood,  100  feet  thick  at  some  points,  and  the 
whole  is  covered  by  a  mass  of  basalt,  600  feet  in 
iMight.    On  considering  ihese  facts,  it  is  impos- 
■ibU  to  avoid  concluding,   tliat  this  mountain 
which  now  overtops  the  neighbouring  country, 
occupied  at  one  time,  the  bottom  of  a  cavity  in 
the  midst  of  higher  lands.    The  vast  mass  of 
Ibasil  wood  could  not  all  have  grown  there,  but 
nmat  have  been  transported  by  water  from  a 
more, elevated  surface,  and  lodged  in  what  was 
theo  %  hoUow.     The  basalt  which  covers  the 
wood  nmst  also  have  flowed  in  a  current  from  a 
higher  site;  but  the  soil  over  which  both  the 
wood  and  the  basalt  passed,  Ium  been   swept 
away  leaving  this  mountain  as  a  solitary  memo- 
rial to  attest  its  existence.    Thus,  also,  on  the 
aide  of  Mount  Jura  next  the  Alps,  where  no 
other  mountain  interposes,  there  are  found  vast 
blocks  of  granite  (some  of  1000  cubic  yards)  at 
the  height  uf  more  than  2000  feet  above  the  lake 
of  Geneva.     These  Mocks  are   fo.-eion  to   the 
rodcs  among  which  thvy  lie,  and  hive  evidently 
eome  from  the  opposite  chain  of  the   Alp? ;  hut 
the  land  which  conititutml  the  inclined  plane 
ovwr  which  they  were  rolled  or  transported,  his 
b«eo  worn  away,  and  the  valley  of  lower  Swit- 
serland,  wiili  its  lakes,  now  occupies  its  place. 
Transporteil  maises  of  primitive  rocks,  of  the 
•ame  description,  are  fuunJ  scattered  over  the 
north  of  Germany,  which  Van  Buch  ascertained 
by  their  characters  to  belong  to  the  mountains  of 
Scandinavia;  and   which,    therefore,   carry  us 
back  to  a  period  when  an  elevated  continent, 
oocupying  die  basin  of  the   Baltic,  connected 
Saxooy  with  Norway. — Supp.  to  Eney.  BriL 
Tol-6. 

The  production  of  a  b«*d  for  ve.^e/oftoa  is  ef^ 
fecled  by  the  decom(K>sition  of  rock<i.  This  de- 
eooiposition  is  eflfected  by  the  expansion  of  water 
in  the  pores  or  fissures  of  rocks,  by  haat  or  con- 
flation— by  the  solvent  power  of  moisture— and 
hf  electricity,  which  is  known  to  be  a  powerful 
agant  of  decomposition.  As  soon  as  the  rock 
basins  to  be  softened,  the  seeds  of  liehen$,  Vhich 
af«  ooaitm^y  flfotting  ia  the  air,  make  it  their 


resting  place.  Their  ^>  nerations  occupy  it  till 
a  finely  divided  earth  U  £>rmed,  %%hich  becomes 
capable  of  supponing  mosses  and  heath  ;  acte<i 
U{H>n  by  light  and  heat,  those  plants  imbibe  the 
dew,  and  convert  constituent  parts  of  the  air 
into  nourishment.  Their  death  and  decay  atforil 
food  for  a  more  perfect  species  of  vegetable ,  aiid, 
at  length,  a  mould  is  formed,  in  which  even  the 
trees  of  the  forest  can  fix  their  roots,  and  which 
is  capable  of  rewardiiij;  the  labours  of  tlic  culti- 
vator. The  decom(K)sition  of  rocks  tends  to  the 
renovcUion  of  soils,  as  well  as  their  cultivation. 
Finely  divided  matter  is  carried  by  rivers  froni 
the  higher  districts  to  the  low  countries,  and  al- 
luvial lands  are  usually  extremely  fertile.  By 
these  operations,  the  quantity  of  habiiable  5ur- 
faco  is  constantly  increased ;  precipitous  cliffs 
are  generally  made  gentle  slopes,  lakes  are  filled 
up,  an«i  itiiamls  are  formed  at  (he  nMuitlu  o(  great 
rivers ;  so  that  as  the  world  grow^  older,  its  ca- 
pacity for  containing  an  increased  number  of  m- 
Iiabitants  is  gradually  enlarging. 

Of  all  the  memorials  of  the  past  history  of  our 
globe,  the  most  interesting  are  those  myriads  uf 
remains  of  organized  bodies  w^hich  exist  in  tho 
interior  of  its  outer  crusts.     In  these,   we   find 
traciis  of  inuumurable  orders  of  bein<;s  existing 
under  difLTcnt  circumstances,  succvuding  one 
another  at  distant  epochs,  and  varying  iliruiigh 
muhiplied  changes  of  form.     "  If  we  examine 
the  secondary  rocks,  beginning  with  the  most 
ancient,  tlie  first  organic  remains  which  present 
them:«elve8,  are  those  of  aquatic  plants  and  large 
reeds,  but  of  species  different  from  ours.     To 
thiiio  succeed  madre|K)res,  encrenities,  and  other 
aquatic  zoophiles,  living  beings  of  the  simplest 
forms,  which  remain  attached  to  one  spot,  and 
partake,  in  some  degree,  of  the  nature  u{  vege- 
tables.    Posterior  to  those,  are  ammonites,  and 
other  mollusc i,  still  very  simple  in  their  forms, 
and  entirely  different  from  any  animals  now 
known.     Af^er  these,  some  fishes  appear  ;  and 
plants,  consisting  of  bamboos  and  furns,  increase, 
but  still  different  from  those  which  exist.     In  the 
next  peri'xl,  alon;;  with  an  increasing  number  of 
extinct  species  of  ssihclls  and  fishes,  we  meet  with 
amphibioui  and  vivi;)an>U9  quadrupeds,  such  as 
crocodiles  and  tortois  -s,  and  some  reptiles,  as 
serpents,  which  sh<jw  that  dry  land  now  existed. 
As  we  approach  the  newest  of  the  solid  rock 
formations,  we  find  lamantins,  phocs,  and  other 
cetaceous  and  mammiferoiis  sea  animals,  with 
some  birds.     And  in  the  newest  of  these  for- 
mation!<,  we  find  the  remains  of  herbiferous  land 
animals  of  extinct  species,  the  paleotherium, 
anaplotherium,  he.  and  of  birds,  with  some  fresh 
water  sliells.    In  the  lowest  beils  of  loose  soil, 
and  in  peat  bogs,  are  found  the  remains  of  the 
elephant,  rhinoceros,  hippopotamus,  elk,  h.c.  of 
different  species  from  those  which  now  exist,  but 
belonging  to  the  same  genera.    Lastly,  the  bones 
of  the  species  which  are  tpparently  the  same 
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with  those  now  existing  ftliro,  are  never  found  fuiks  like  the  ^phant,  and  appears  to  htw  K^ 

except  in  the  very  latest  alluvial  depositions,  or  ed  on  roots.    lis  remains  aboimd    in  AsMricii 

those  which  are  either  formed  in  the  sides  of  particularly  on  the  banlu  of  the  Ohio. 

rivers,  the  boUoms  of  ancient  lakes  and  inarches  4.    The  Tofkr^  whirh  also  abounds  in  Am^ 

now  dried  up,  in  peat  beds,  in  the  fissures  and  rica.     The  one  named  Oigantic  Tdptr,  is  abstf 

caverns  of  certain  rocks,  or  at  small  depths  be-  18  feet  long,  and  12  feet  high, 

low  the  present  surface,  in  places  where  they  5.  The  hiMh  EUc^  or  Elk  of  the  Isle  of  Afaa 

may  have  been  overwhelmed  by  debris,  or  even  This  gigantic  S}>ecies,  now  apparently  cxiiae^ 

buried  by  man.     Human  bonm  are  never  found  occurs  in  a  fessil  state,  in  Ireland,  Isle  of  Ma^ 

except  among  those  of  animal  species  now  liv-  England,  Germany,  and    France.    The  mmt 

ing,  and  in  situations  which  show,  that  they  perfect  specimen  of  this  species,   which  «M 

have  been,  comparatively  speaking,  recently  de-  found  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  may  be  seen  is  tki 

ponied." — Supp.  to  Ency.  Brit.  yo\,^.  Museum  of  the  University  of  Edinborgb.    Iiii 

More  than  thirty  different  species  of  animals  6  feet  high,  9  feet  long,  and  in  bei|;htto  theti^rf 

have  been  fi>und  imbedded  in  the  secondary  stra-  the  right  horn,  9  feet  7|  inches.    An  csffnrii| 

ta — no  living  examples  of  «v1nch  are  now  to  be  of  this  skeleton  may  be  seen  in  ToL  6  of&ffbft 

found  in  any  quarter  of  the  globe.     Among  the  Eney.  Brk. 

roost  remarkable  of  these  are  the  following. —  From  a  consideration  of  the  phenomena  absN 

1.  The  Mcmmoth,  which  bears  a  certain  re-  described,  geologists  have  been  led  to  iiinrMfj 

semblance  to  the  Elephant,  but  is  much  larger,  '*  that  rocln  now  buried  at«  great  depth,  oomi^ 

and  differs  considerably  in  the  size  and  form  of  the  tuted,  at  one  time,  the  surface  of  continents,  m^ 

tusks,  jaws,  and  grinders.    The  fossil  remains  the  seat  of  organic  life ;  and  that  many  oiden  if 

of  this  animal  are  more  abundant  in  Siberia  than  beings  have  been  called  into  existence,  and  aAct* 

in  other  coimtries ;  there  being  scarcely  a  spot,  wards  destroyed  by   great  revolutiona,  which 

from  the  river  Don  to  Komtschatka,  in  which  introduced  new  classes  of  mineral  depodtc,  M^ 

they  have  not  been  found.     Not  only  single  bones  companied  with  new  tribes  oC  organic  beiBfR." 

and  perfect  skeletons  of  this  animal  are  fre-  It  has  also  been  concluded  by  some,  that  the s|k 

quently  to  be  mot  with  ;  but,  in  a  late  instance,  pearance  of  man  upon  the  face  t€  the  gkibe,  ii| 

the  whole  animal  was  found  preserved  in  ice.  geologically  speaking,  a  very  recent  event;  b^ 

This  animal  was  discovered  on  the  banks  of  fere  which  the  earth  had  been  inhabited  thoiuaadi 

the  frozen  ocean,  near  the  mouth  of  the  river  of  years  by  various  families  of  plants  and  tnbsl 

Jena,  in  1799 ;  and  in  1805,  Mr.  Adams  got  it  of  animals,  which  had  been  destroyed  and  i» 

conveyed  over  a  space  of  7000  miles  to  Peters-  newed  in  a  long  series  of  succession*.  Wbelkt 

burgh,  where  it  is  deposited  in  the  Museum,  these  conclusions  be  necessary  infinmeet  feoa  . 

The  flesh,  skin,  and  hair  wore  completely  pre-  the   phenomena  of  organic  remains  and  odier 

served,  and  even  the  eyes  were  entire.     It  was  geological  facta,  I  shall  not,  at  present,  stop  Is 

provided  with  a  lung  mane,  and  the  body  was  inquire.  It  is  sufficient  for  the  Christian  phik)S»> 

coverini  with  hair.     This  hair  was  of  different  ^  pher  to  show,  that  though  they  shnuk)  be  adraiv 

qualities.     There  wore  stiff  black  bristles  from  ted  in  their  full  extent,  they  are  not  inoonsisteat 

12  to  15  inches  long,  and  the^e  belonged  to  the  with  the  records  of  sacred  history,  as  some  di- 

tail,  mane,  and  eani.     Other  bristles  were  from  vines  have  been  disposed  to  maintain.     ThoojHk 

9  to  10  inches  long,  and  of  a  brown  colour ;  and  it  could  be  proved  to  a  demonstration,  that  ibe 

besides  these,  there  was  a  coarse  wool,  from  3  materiah  of  whirh  the  present  njrstem  of  onr 

to  5  inches  long,  of  a  pale  yellow  colour.     This  globe  is  composed,  have  existed  for  roillioiH  of 

mammoth  was  a  male :  it  measured  9  feet  4  years,   it  would   not,   in    the  least,  invalidolB 

inches  in  heii;ht,  and  was  16  H'ct  4  inches  long  the  Mosaic  account  of  the  arransfement  of  cor 

without  including  the  tusks.     The  tusks,  mea-  world.     For  Moses  no  where  aflSmis,  that  the 

surinj;  along  the  curve,  are  9  feet  6  inches ;  and  mattrialt  or  sa^sfonce  of  the  earth  were  created, 

the  two  together  weigh  360  lbs.  avoirdupois,  or  brought  from  nothing  into  existence,  al<A«p^ 

The  head  alone  without  the  tusks,  weighs  414  lbs.  riod  when  his  history  commences.  His  langtntge, 

avoirdupois.     The  remains  of  this  animal  have  on  the  contrary,  evidently  implies,  that  tbe  ■>- 

been  found  likewise  in  Iceland,  Norway,  Scot-  terials  which  enter  into  the  constitution  of  oar 

land,  England,  and  in  many  places  through  the  globe  didexiat,  at  the  epoch  at  which  he  cna»> 

continent  onwards  to  the  Arctic  ocean.  mences  his  narration.     "  The  earth  toss  wiih- 

2.  The  Megatherium,  A  complete  skeleton  out  form,  and  void ;  sikI  darkness  teas  upon  tbs 
of  this  colossal  species  was  fbtmd  in  diluvial  face  of  the  deep."  This  passage  plainly  implies 
soil,  near  Buenos  Ayres,  and  sent  to  Madrid,  the  following  things — 1.  That  the  original  atoan, 
The  specimen  is  14  feet  long,  and  7  Spanish  or  materials,  out  of  which  the  terraqueous  gkibe, 
feet  in  height.  in  its  present  state,  was  formed,  were  then  is 

3.  The  great  Mastodon  of  the  Ohio.  This  e«iiCenee,  or  had  beisn  previously  created.  Htm 
■pecies  appears  to  have  been  as  tall  as  the  ele-  kmg  they  had  been  in  existence  is  not  atatc^. 
phaat,  bat  with  longer  and  thicker  limbi.   It  had  We  may  nppose  thsa  to  htw  mittti  6r  t 
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isand  years,  or  a  mUUjn  of  years,  with  certain  fitcts  vthich  exist  in  the  materia] 

logical  phenomena  seem  to  warrant,  world. 

he  least  invalidating  Uie  authority  of  But,  whatever  may  be  said  with  respect  to  the 

historian,  who  states  nothing  contra-  stale  and  duration  of  the  earth  prior  to  th«  pe- 

uth  of  either  supposition.    2.  That  riod  at  vHiich  Moses  commences  his  narration, 

Is  of  our  globe,  as  then  existing,  were  it  is  admitted  by  every  geologist,  that  our  globe, 

;  state.    Instead  of  that  order  and  €uto  it»  pretentform  and  arrangementf  has  been, 

:h  we  [lercoive  on  the  face  of  nature,  comparatively,  of  but  short  duration.     Cuvier, 

lass  presenred  a  scene  of  conftjsion  one  of  the  most  enlightened  geologists  of  the 

r — such  a  scene,  perhaps,  as  would  age,  deduces,  from  certain  progressive  changes 

J,  were  the  earth  stripped  of  its  Ter-  on  the  earth's  surface,  as  well  as  from  the  coo* 

its  strata  universally  disrupted,  its  current  traditions  of  many  nations,  that  the  first 

lurled  into  the  plains,  and  its  rivers  appearance  of  man  upon  the  face  of  the  globe, 

'  some  terrible  convulsion,  to  forsake  or,  at  least,  the  renewal  of  the  human  race  after 

it  channeb.     3.  The  passage  seems  some  great  catastrophe,  cannot  be  referred  to  a 

it  the  whole,  or  the  greater  portion  period  farther   back  than  6000  or  6000  years 

as  it  then  existed,  was  covered  with  from  the  present  time.  Geologists,  too,  of  every 
water:  "  Darkness  covered  the  face  description,  however  different  the  systems  or 
'  or  the  abyu.  theories  they  have  adopted,  have  all  been  con- 
I  the  state  of  the  terrestrial  system  at  strained,  from  the  evkience  of  fact,  to  admit  this 
rhen  Moses  commences  his  narra-  conclusion,  '*  That  every  part  of  the  dry  land 
imation  being  given  of  the  period  of  \ea$  anee  covered  by  the  ocean  ;"  thus  contirming 
in  this  condition ;  and,  consequently,  the  scriptural  aocount  of  that  stupendous  event, 
rt0d  to  militate  against  any  geologi-  the  umvertal  dduge,  Thie  vrmA^  from  its  veiy 
rhich  is  founded  on  the  facts  which  iMttuv*,  must  have  been  accompanied  with  the 
iscovered  respecting  the  organic  re-  most  terrible  convulsions,  both  on  the  exterior 
I  are  found  in  the  strata  of  our  globe,  surface,  and  in  the  interior  strata  of  the  globe, 
ke  into  which  too  many  have  been  Accordingly  we  find,  that  traces  of  this  awfol 
to  suppose,  that  Moses  begins  his  catastrophe  exist  in  every  region  of  the  earth. 
e  period  when  the  first  portioiM  of  Mr.  Parkinson  describes  the  whole  island  of 
stence  were  created  out  of  nothing ;  Great  Britaio,  as  having,  since  its  completioiiy 
ras  his  design  to  mark  the  preciee  "  suffered  considerable  disturbance  from  somo 
the  whole  assemblage  of  created  be-  prodigious  and  myrterious  power.  By  thi» 
out  the  universe  was  brought  into  power  all  the  known  strata,  to  the  greatest  depths 
His  primary,  if  not  his  sole  inten-  that  have  been  explored,  have  been  more  or  less 
y  was,  to  detail  the  progress  of  those  broken  and  displaced,  and,  in  some  places,  hav» 
s  by  which  the  earth  was  gradually  been  so  Kfted,  that  some  of  the  lowest  of  them 
lat  form  and  order  in  which  we  now  have  been  raised  to  the  surface;  while  portions 
m  tlie  chaotic  materials  which  pre-  of  others,  to  a  very  considerable  depth  and  ex- 
led.  And,  as  an  emphatic  and  ap-  tent,  have  been  entirely  carried  away."  The 
roduction  to  his  narration,  he  states  whole  of  the  Alpine  region  in  Switzerland,  and 
int  truth:  <' In  the  beginning  God  the  north  of  Italy,  considered  as  one  mass,  shows 
leaven  and  the  earth."  This  fMtss-  the  most  evident  marks  of  dislocation.  At  the 
'  a  general  and  comprehensive  na-  height  of  S500  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
t  nothing  with  regard  to  the  period^  M.  Saossure  root  with  a  chasm  a  hundred  feet 
>och,  at  which  the  different  bodies  in  wide,  and  so  deep  that  he  saw  no  bottom.    All 

were  called  into  being  ;  but  is  evi-  travellers  on  the  Alps  have  regarded  them  with 

led  to  convey  the  following  import-  horror.     They  nuuk  the  most  evident  convul- 

opposition  to  all  fanciful,  chimori-  sions,  but  show  no  signs  of  having  been  ooca- 

istical  notions  respecting  the  (ungin  sioned  by  attrition.    Mr.  Townsend,  speaking- 

;  namtily,  "  That,  at  what  period  of  the  Pyrenees,  which  he4>er8onally  inspected, 

e  lapse  of  duration,  any  object  was  says,  ^'  What  is  most  remarkable  is,  to  see  foitf 

existence,  it  derived  that  existence  enormous  chasms,  almost  perpendicular,  whidl 

I  of  Israel,  the  self-existent  and  eter-  divided  both  mountains  and  their  valleys,  and 

'* — '*  In  the  beginning  God  created  which  appear   as  if  they   had  just  been  rent 

ind  the  earth.'*     As  the  language  of  asunder."    Throughout  the  ranges  of  tke  Andei, 

storian,  therefore,  decides  nothing  and  in  every  other  mountainous  region,  similar 

to  time — to  limit  the  creation  of  chasms  and  disruptions,  indicating  the  former 

1  of  the  material  system  within  the  operation  of  some  ti'emendous  power,  are  fre- 

thousand  years,  is  to  make  an  un*  quently  observed  by  those  who  visit  such  scenes 

ncession  to  the  infidel  philosopher,  of  grandear.^In  some  of  the  coal  mines  in  our 

afterwirds  be  fiwnd  inoontiiteiit  eounCryi  the  cotl  is  io  some  placet  lifted  up  or 
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thrown  down  terenl  hundreds  of  feet  from  the  tioni  carried  on  bj  the  powers  at  nrntare,  opri  i 

places  it  ippears  originally  to  have  occupied,  icale  of  prodigious  ma^mtnde,  and  with  the  «• 

*'  Two  miles  north  df  Newcastle,"   says  Mr.  ert ion  of  forces,  the  stupendous  nature  of  vhi^ 

Townsend,    **  one   great  Hyke  or  fault  throws  astonishes  and  OTerpowers  the  mind.    C<«ic» 

down  the  coal  540  feet — at  the  distance  of  3  miles  plating  such  scenes  of  grandeur,  we  peioeire  ^ 

it  is  cut  off,  and  thrown  down  again  240  feet."  force  and  sublimity  of  those  descripcioos  of  Dn^ 

An  evidence  of  the  effects  which  could  be  coiitauied  in  the  vdume  of  inspirstioa:  "TU 

produced  only  by  a  general  deluge,  is  also  af^  Lord  reigneth,  he  is  clothed  with  majesty ;  iski 

forded  by  those  organic  remains  to  which  I  have  hand  are   the  deep    places   of  the  eartb,  ik 

aheady  adverted,  and  i»articularly  by  those  im-  strength  of  the  hilb  is  his  also.   He  remorctk  ris 

mense  quantities  of  marine  nheili,  which  have  mountains,  and  they  know  not :    be  overtumrih 

been  discovered  in  situations  so  elevated,  and  them  in  his  anger ;  be  ahaketh  the  sanli  M 

in   places  so  far  removed  from  the  sea,  as  to  of  her  place,  and  the    pillars   tberesf  Irarik 

prove  that  they  were  lefl  there  by  a  flood  ex-  At  his  presence  the  >arth  shook  nod  Ireahy: 

tending  over  the  whole  globe.     At  Touraine,  in  the  foundations  also  of  the  hills  OMivvd.aBii 

France,  a  hundred  miles  from  the  sea,  is  a  bed  shaken,  because  he  was  wrath.** — '*  Tboa 

of  shells  stretching  9  leagues  in  extent,  and  20  edst  the  earth  with  the  deep,  as  with  a 


feet  in  depth,  and  induding  shells  not  known  to  roent ;  the  waters  stood  above  the 

belong    to   the    neighbouring  sea.     HumboMt  At  thy  rebuke  they  fled  ;    at  Uke  smcs  «f  dtf 

found  sea  shells  on  the  Andes  at  an  elevation  of  thunder  they  hastened  away."     While  reHscBf 

14,120  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.    The  slaty  such  terrific  dispUys  of  omnipotenee,  wears  i 


mountain  of  La  Bolca,  near  Verona,  is  fkraous  turally  led  to  inquire  into  the  mitral  eanse  ehdl 
for  petrifactions,  among  whidi  are  enumerated  induced  the  benevolent  Creator  to  inflict  wptm  ik 
more  than  one  liundred  species  of  fish,  natives     world  such  overwhelroin;g  destilAtions.    For  i«- 

cC  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America,  k«me  a«-  son,  as  well  as  revelaiion,  declares  that  ^iwif 

ssmMed  in  one  place,  cause  oMiat  have  Axisted.     Man  BBOst  have  vi»\ 
It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  researches  of    lated  the  commands  of  hb  Maker,  and  imtxud 

geology  confinn  the  fact  of  a  universal  deluge,  the  end  of  his  creation  ;  and  to  this  r^n^Hir 

and  thus  afford  a  senstUr  proof  of  the  credibility  the  sacred  historian  bears  ample  tesCioMSj^ 

of  the  sacred  historian,  and,  consequently,  of  *'  God  saw  that  the  wickedness  of  msa  en 

the  truth  of  the  doctrines  of  Dirine  Revelation,  great  in  the  earth,  and  that  ersry  «"M|m«t;» 

But,  besides  the  testimony  whidi  this  science  of  the  thoughts  of  his  heart  was  only  evil  o» 

bears  to  the  authenticity  of  Scripture  History,  it  tinually  :  and  Jehovah  said,  I-  will  destroy  dm 

exhibits  some  of  the  grandest  objects  in  the  his-  whom  I  have  created,  from  the  face  of  the  caiiK 

tory  of  the  physical  operations  of  Divine  Provi-  both  man  and  beast,  and  the  creeping  thing,  asi 

dence.    It  presents  to  our  view,  in  a  most  im-  the  fowls  of  the  air." 
pressive  form,  the  majestic  agency  of  God,  in 

convulsing  and  disarranging  the  structure  of  our  astrowomtX 

globe,  which  at  first  sprung;  from  his  hand  in         Another  science  which  stands  in  ao  intiflMe 

perfect  order  and  beauty.     When  we  contero-  relation  to  religion,  is  Astronomy, 
plate  the  objects  which  this  science  embraces,         Thu  sublime  science  teaches  us  the  mafM* 

we  seem  to  be  standing  on  the  ruins  of  a  former  tudes  and  distances  of  the  heavenly  bodies,  iteir 

world.     We  behold  "  hills'^  which  "  have  melt-  arrangement,  their  various  moticos  and  pbeao> 

ed  like  wax  at  the  presence  of  the  Lord,'*  and  mena,  and  the  laws  by  which  their  movemesn 

"mountains"  which  "have  been  carried  into  are  regulated.   It  presents  to  our  view  objects  tke 

the  midst  of  the  sea."     We  behoki  rocks  of  roost  wonderful  and  sublime  ;  whether  we  coosiikr 

enormous  size,  which  have  been  rent  from  their  the  tyutf  magnitude  ufthe  bodiee  about  which  it  it 

foundations,  and  rolled  from  one  continent  to  an-  conversant — their  immense  luonier— the  ee/oci^ 

other — the  most  solid  strata  of  the  earth  bent  of  their  motions— the  astonishing  ybrccsrequif  in 

under  the  action  of  some  tremendous  power,  to  impel  them  in  their  rapid  career  through  tbi 

and   dispersed  in    fraements    through  the  sur-  regions  of  the  sky — the  vaal  tpaea  whKh  ra» 

rounding  regions.     We  behold  the  summits  of  round  them,  and  in  which  they  peribrm  their  r^ 

lofly  mountains,  over  which  the  ocean  had  rolled  volutions — (he  magn\ficent  drdea  they  describe 

its  mighty  billows— confounding  lands  and  seas  — tlie«p/em2ottroftheirap|)earance— ortheosp*^ 

in  one  universal  devastation — trans|K)r(ing  plants  tant  end*  they  are  destined  to  serve  in  the  graod 

and  forests  from  one  quarter  of  the  world  to  an-  system  of  the  universe.    Having  adverted  to  tkii 

other,  and  spreading  universal  destruction  among  subject,   when  illustrating  the  onmipotesce  of 

the  animated  inhabitants  of  the  water  and  the  the  Deity,  I  shall  here  simply  state  a  few  addi* 

earth.     When  we  enter  the  wild  and  romantic  tional  facts  with  respect  to  the  general  appear* 

scene  of  a  mountainous  country,  or  descend  into  anco    of  the  heavens,  the   bodies  whkb 


the  subterraneous  regions  of  the  globe,  we  are     pose  the  planetary  system,  and  the  discoveries 
•wry  where  struck  with  the  vestiges  of  opera*    which  have  been  mads  ia  the  region  sf  the  0ltfB> 
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WhflD  we  ift  oar  ejre*  towmrds  (bo  dij,  we  timet  it  eorera  the  whole  oTher  diik  for  an  hour 

pmcvin  in  apparent  boUow  hemisphere,  placed  or  two,  and  its  margin  alwaja  appears  of  the 

•tan  indefinite  distance,  nod  surrounding  the  figure  of  a  segment  of  a  circle.    This  phenome- 

■Bffth  on  e^ery  hand.    In  the  day  time,  the  prin-  noo,  which  happens,  at  an  average,  about  twice 

■ipal  object  which  appears  in  the  hemisphere,  is  every  year,  is  tenned  an  scrips*  of  the  moon.    It 

Iha  mn.    In  the  morning,  we  see  him  rise  above  is  produced  by  the  shadow  of  the  earth  falling 

Iha  distaitt  mountains,  or  from  the  extremity  of  upon  the  moon,  when  the  sun,  the  earth,  and  the 

ibe  ocean;  be  gradually  ascends  the  Hult  of  moon,  are  nearly  in  a  straight  line;  and  can 

beaten,  and  then  declines,  and  disappears  in  the  happen  only  at. the  time  <^fidl  moon.    Some- 

feppoaite  quarter  of  the  sky.    In  the  northern  times  the  moon  appears  to  pass  across  the  body 

pwta  of  the  gk>be,  where  we  reside,  if  about  the  of  the  sun,  when  her  dark  side  is  turned  lowsrds 

Uat  ofMard),  we  place  ourselves  on  an  open  plain,  the  earth,  covering  his  disk  either  in  whole  or  in 

with  oar  free  towards  the  south,  the  sun  will  part,  and  intercepting  his  rays  fi'om  a  certain 

■lipear  to  riae  on  our  left,  or  due  east,  about  six  portion  of  the  earth.    This  is  called  an  eclipK 

faa  the  morning,  and  about  the  same  hour  in  the  of  the  mm,  and  can  happen  only  at  the  time  of 

•feuiug,  be  will  set  due  west,    in  the  month  of  new  moon.    In  a  total  eclipse  of  the  sun,  whidi 

Jmm  he  riiea  to  our  left,  but  somewhat  behind  seldom  happens,  the  darkness  is  so  striking,  that 

OB,  in  a  direetioo  towards  the  north-east,  ascends  the  planets,  and  some  of  the  larger  stars,  are  dis- 

loa  greater  height  at  noon  than  in  the  month  of  tinctly  seen,  and  the  inferior  animals  appear 

Bflareh,  and,  after  describing  a  large  arc  of  the  struck  with  terror. 

leta  on  our  right,  and  still  behind  us,  in        Again,  if,  on  a  winter's  evening,  about  six 

Borth-weatem  quarter  of  the  sky.    In  the  o'clock,  we  direct  our  view  to  the  eastern  quar- 

ith  of  December,  if  we  stand  in  the  same  ter  of  the  sky,  we  shall  perceive  certain  stars 

pontioo,  we  may  observe,  without  turning  our-  just  risen  above  the  horizon ;  if  we  view  the 

■eivaa,  both  bis  rising  and  setting.    He  rises  in  same  stars  about  midnight,  we  shall  find  them  at 

die  aoutb-east,  ascends  to  a  small  elevation  at  a  considerable  elevation  in  the  south,  having 

m)ea»  and  tets  in  the  south-west,  after  having  apparently  moved  over  a  space  equal  to  one  half 

Jwciibed  a  very  small  arc  of  the  heavens.    Every  of  the  whole  hemisphere.    On  the  next  morning, 

dky  he  appears  to  move  a  little  towards  the  etut,  about  six  o'clock,the  same  stars  will  be  seen  set- 

■r  oontrary  to  his  apparent  diurnal  motion ;  for  ting  in  the  western  part  of  the  sky.    If  we  turn  our 

Ihe  Stan  whidi  are  seen  to  the  eastward  of  him,  eyes  towards  the  north,  we  shall  perceive  a  &imi- 

•ppaar  every  succeeding  day  to  make  a  nearer  lar  motion  in  these  twinkling  orbs,  but  with  this 

approach  to  tfie  phice  in  which  he  is  seen.    All  difference,  that  a  very  considerable  number  of 

Iha  variety  of  these  successive  changes  is  accom-  them  neither  rise  nor  set,  but  eecm  to  move 

pliabcd  within  the  period  of  385  days  6  hours,  in  round  an  immoveable  point,  called  the  north 

which  time  he  appears  to  have  made  a  complete  pole.    Near  this  point  is  placed  the  polar  star, 

ravolutioo  roun((the  heavens  from  toesf  to  eaai.  whk:h  seems  to  have  little  or  no  apparent  motion. 

The  moon  is  the  next  object  in  the  heaveiui  and  which,  in  our  latitude,  appears  elevated  a 
arhidi  naturally  attracts  our  attention ;  and  she  is  little  more  than  half  way  between  the  northern 
ixnid  to  gothrouah  similar  variations  in  the  course  part  of  our  horizon  and  the  xenith  or  point  above 
of  a  month.  When  she  first  becomes  visible  at  our  heads.  A  person  who  has  directed  his 
BOW  moon,  she  appears  in  the  western  part  of  attention  to  the  heavens  fur  the  first  time,  after 
dM  heavens,  in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  not  far  having  made  mjch  observations,  will  naturally  in- 
from  the  setting  sun.  Every  night  she  increases  quire— Whence  come  those  stars  which  begin  to 
in  size,  and  removes  to  a  greater  distance  appear  in  the  east  ?  Whither  have  those  gone, 
from  the  son,  till  at  last,  she  appears  in  the  east-  which  have  disappeared  in  the  west  ?  and,  what 
orn  pkrt  of  the  horizon,  just  as  the  sun  disap-  becomes,  during  the  day,  of  the  stars  which  are 
peara  in  the  western ;  at  which  time  she  presents  seen  in  the  night? — ^It  will  soon  occur  to  a  ra- 
a  round  full-enlightened  ftice.  After  this,  she  tional  observer,  who  is  convinced  of  the  round- 
gradually  moves  farther  and  farther  eastward,  ness  of  the  earth,  that  the  stars  which  rise  above 
■ad  her  enlightened  part  gradually  decreases,  till  the  eastern  horizon  come  fi^m  another  hemis- 
at  last  she  seems  to  approach  the  sun  as  nearly  phere,  which  we  are  apt  to  imagine  below  us, 
in  the  east  as  she  did  in  the  west,  and  rises  only  and  when  they  set,  return  to  that  hemisphere 
a  little  belbre  him  in  the  morning,  in  the  form  of  again ;  and,  that  the  reason  why  the  stars  are 
a  ereadeot.  All  these  different  changes  may  be  not  seen  in  the  day-time,  is,  not  because  they 
braced  by  attending  to  her  apparent  positions,  are  absent  from  our  hemisphere,  or  have  ceased 
Irani  time  to  time,  with  respect  to  the  fixed  stars,  to  shine,  but  because  their  light  is  obscured  by 

A  dark  riiadow  is  occasionally  seen  to  move  the  more  vivid  splendour  of  the  sun.'*'    From  such 
the  fiiee  of  the   moon,  which  obscures 


her  tight,  and  gives  her  the  appearance  of  tar-        '  This  Is  put  bejrond  all  doubt,  by  the  Invention  of 
mtf  m  WBmm  poraon  cr  bar  farnee ;  al  other    the  ttara  even  at  noon-daj.   The  Aatlwr  of  tbls 
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obaerrttiom  we  we  led  to  conclude,  that  the 
globe  on  which  we  treftd  ia  eutpended  in  emptj 
gpttce — it  suntNindcd  oa  all  tide*  by  the  cclei- 
tial  vault — and  that  the  whole  ■phere  of  the 
heavem  has  an  appareni  motion  round  the  earth 
0Tery  twentr-four  hours.  Whether  this  motion 
be  realf  or  only  apparent,  must  be  determined  by 
other  consideratioos. 

Such  general  riews  of  the  nocturnal  heavens, 
which  every  common  observer  may  take,  have 
a  tendency  to  expand  the  mind,  and  to  elevate  it 
to  the*  contemplation  of  an  inviaiUe  power,  by 
which  such  mighty  movements  are  conducted. 
Whether  we  consider  the  vast  concave,  with  all 
its  radiant  orbs,  moving  in  majestic  grandeur 
around  our  globe,  or  the  earth  itself  whirling 
round  its  inhabitants  in  an  opposite  direction — 
an  idea  of  sublimity,  and  of  Almighty  energy, 
irresistibly  forces  itself  upon  the  mind,  which 
throws  completely  into  the  shade  the  mightiest 
efforts  of  human  power.  The  roost  powerful 
mechanical  engines  that  were  ever  constructed 

work,  atwut  eleven  years  ago,  made  a  number  of 
olwervatlons.  by  means  of  an  equatorial  teUtcope^ 
to  determiiie  the  following  particulars  r^What  stars 
and  planets  may  be  conveniently  seen  In  the  day- 
time, when  the  sun  is  above  the  horizon  ?  What  de- 
grees of  mafmlfyini;  power  are  requisite  fbrdlstin- 
Siishini;  them  ?  How  near  their  conjunction  with 
e  nun  they  may  he  seen  ;— and,  whetlicr  Uie  dimi- 
nution of  the  aperture  of  (he  telescope,  or  the  in- 
crease of  ma^nifyin;  power,  conduces  most  to  ren- 
der a  star  or  plaiiet  visible  in  da}--light.  The  results 
of  several  hundreds  of  oh«cr\'ations  on  these  pouiis, 
accompanifHl  with  some  orif;inal  deductions  and  re- 
marks, are  inserted  in  "  Nicholson's  Philosophical 
Journal,"  for  October.  1813,  vol.  38.  p.  I0»— 198.  The 
following  are  some  of  the  results  which  were  de- 
duced from  the  obpervation?  :— TTint  a  st^r  of  the 
Jlrtt  ma^itudo  ma}-  be  di}:llncui^}led  at  any  time  of 
the  day.  with  a  matinifyin?  power  of  30  times,  1ml 
thai  a  hijiher  maenifylnc  jwwcr  is  pre fenible— That 
most  of  llio  Ftars  of  the  srroiul  ninpnitudc  may  be 
seen  with  a  power  of  IQO;  and  with  a  iK)wer  of  60 
times,  when  tlie  mid  i.-^i  not  murlt  nxire  th.in  two 
hours  above  the  horizon— Tlial  the  planet  Jupiter, 
when  not  within  30  or  40de£jree&  of  ll>e  sun.  may  be 
seen  with  a  power  of  is  times;— ami  il>ar  Venus 
ma}',  in  most  instances,  l>o  seen  with  a  power  of 
from  7  to  100  times,  .ind  upwards— Thai  Jupiter 
can  scarcely  tjedListininii^lied  in  the  day-time,  when 
within  86  degrees  of  the  sun;  bnt  that  Venus  may 
be  dihllnclly  perceive*!  near  her  superior  cor\jiuic- 
tlon,  when  only  one  degree  and  S7  minutes  from 
the  sun's  marein ;  and,  consequenlly,  niay  bo  visible 
at  the  time  of  that  conjiuicliun,  when  her  ceocen* 
trie  latitude  equals  or  exceeds  i  degree  43  minutes 
—That  she  may  be  perceived,  like  a  line,  slender 
crescent,  within  35  hours  after  passing  her  ittferior 
conjunction,  &c.  &c.  One  prarticaJ  punwse  to 
which  such  observations  on  Venus,  at  the  time  of 
her  tuperlor  conjunction,  may  he  applied,  is,  to 
determine  the  difference  (If  any)  between  her  polar 
and  equatorial  diameters.  For,  ii  is  only  at  that 
conjunction  that  she  pres<>nts  to  the  earth  a  f\ill  en* 
lightened  hemisphere  :  and  in  no  other  position  can 
the  measure  of  both  diameters  bo  taken,  except 
when  she  makes  a  traritit  across  the  sun's  disk. 
▲s  the  Earth,  Mars,  Jupiter,  and  Saturn,  are  found 
to  he  spheroids,  it  is  highly  probable  that  Venua 
Is  of  a  similar  figure;  but  thin  point  hasnevcryet 
been  ascertiUned  by  actual  observation.  See  also 
"The  Edinburgh  Philos.  Journal,"  No.  5,  for  July 
1880,  p.  191 J  and  No.  13,  for  July,  1829— "  The  Scots 
Ms«."  for  Feb.  1814,  p.  84.—"  SAonthly  Ms«*"  Feb. 
iai4,  and  August  IMO,  p.  es. 


by  the  agency  of  man,  can  •caredy  afford  as  Ai 
least  assistance  iu  forming  a  conceptica  «f  te 
incomprehensible  power,  mhirb,  wi:h  nxeit- 
log  energy,  commimicatea  motion  to  rerolmf 
worida.  And  yet  such  is  the  apathy  with  abik 
the  heavens  are  viewed  by  tlie  grraler  put  tf 
mankind,  ^^^  there  ara  thousands  who  hire  s^ 
ca&i(mally  gazed  at  the  stars,  for  the  qnrs  d 
fifty  years,  who  are  stiU  igtAurani  oTifae  6ci,  te 
they  perform  an  apparent  diurnal  rereisiisi 
round  our  globe. 

Again,  if  we  contemplate  the  heaven  «ii 
some  attention,  for  a  number  of  sueiesuw 
nights,  we  sliall  find,  that  by  far  the  greaierpnt 
of  the  stars  never  vary  their  poai lions  wiik  i» 
spect  to  each  other.  If  we  obsenro  two  ftm  it 
a  certain  apparent  distance  from  each  oikr, 
either  north  or  south,  or  in  any  olber  directing 
they  will  appear  at  the  aame  distance,  aadialb 
same  relative  position  to  each  other,  ffas  snl 
evening,  the  next  month,  and  the  next  year.  Thi 
stars,  for  instance,  which  form  the  sisnd  mi 
fcsA  of  Orum^  present  to  our  eye  the  saae  %■< 
and  relative  aspect,  during  thr  wliole  period  ibc; 
are  visible  in  winter,  and  Com  one  yctr  is 
another:  and  the  same  is  the  case  with  all  tbe 
fixed  stars  in  the  firmament.  On  examining  As 
sky  a  little  more  minulely  however,  we  peroeiit 
certain  bodies  which  regularly  shift  their  pan- 
titHis.  Sometimes  they  apficar  to  move  umat^ 
the  east,  sometimes  towsuds  the  west,  isd  il 
other  times  seeni  to  remain  in  a  stationary  ps» 
lion.  These  bddies  have  obiaim-d  the  mm»  d 
pUmetti  or  wandering  stars  ;  and,  in  our  latini^ 
are  most  fi«quently  seen,  either  in  tlie  eaeiMi 
and  western,  or  in  the  southern  parts  of  the  kt- 
vens.  Ten  of  these  planetary  orbs  have  bc« 
discovered  ;  six  of  which  are,  f^>r  the  most  pvt| 
invisible  to  the  naked  e>c.  By  a  carefid  ensii- 
nationof  ihemoli'As  of  these  bodies,  nnd  their 
different  aspects,  asironiinient  have  detcmioed, 
that  they  all  move  rcund  the  sun  as  the  centre  </ 
their  motions,  and  form,  alonp  with  the  earth  sad 
several  smaller  gltibes,  one  grand  aial  haraooiovi 
system.  This  assemblage  of  planetary  bodies  b 
generally  termed  the  solar  system,  of  which  I 
shall  now  endeavour  to  exhibit  a  brief  outline. 

THE   SOLAR  SYSTEM. 

Of  this  system,  the  sun  is  the  centre  and  ihi 
animating  principle,  and  by  far  the  larccst  body 
that  exists  within  its  limits.  The  firM  thisf 
that  strikes  the  mind  when  contemplating  diis 
glorious  orb,  is  its  astonishing  magnitude.  Thii 
vast  gbbe  is  found  to  be  about  880,000  mflcs  is 
diameter,  and,  consequently,  contains  a  mav  of 
matter  equal  to  thhUen  lutndrtd  CAonsoidfbki 
of  the  sizo  of  the  earth.  Were  its  csntralpvci 
placed  adjacent  to  the  sur&ce  of  the  ear^  id 
circumforeoce  would  reach  two  hundred  thou- 
■aad  miles  bejond  the  moon^  ortMlf  «■  sMiy 
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■ida,  fiUing  a  cubical  apace  of  681,472,000,000,>  the  bank  of  the  river  seem  to  more  in  a  contrary 
OOO.OOO  mile*.  If  it  would  require  18,000  year<  diroctioo,  when  we  are  sailing  along  ita  stream 
to  traverae  every  square  milo  on  the  earth's  sur-     in  a  steamboat.     The  only  motion  which  ii 


),  at  the  rate  of  thirty  mi'et  a  day,  (oee  p.     f«>und  to  exist  in  the  sun  is,  a  motion  of  ru/o/ion, 
0,)  it  would  require  more  than  two  thousatul     like  that  of  a  globe  or  ball  twirled  round  a  pivot 


ofyearg  to  pes4  over  every  part  tjf  tho  or  axis,  which  is  performed  in  the  space  of  25 
■un'a  anr&ce,  at  the  same  rate.     £ven  at  the  days  and  10  hours.     This  motion  has  b«en  a»- 
nte  of  90  miles  a  day  it  would  require  more  certained  by  means  of  a  variety  of  dark  spots 
than  80  years  to  go  round  its  circumference.    Of  which  are  discovered  by  tho  telescope  on  the 
•  body  so  vast  in  its  dimausionx,  the  humau  mind,  'sun's  disk  ;  which  first  appear  on  his  eastern 
with  all  its  efforts,  can  form  no  adequate  con-  limb,  and,  after  a  period  of  about  thirteen  davfl, 
caption.    It  appears  an  extmsive  universe  in  it-  disappear  on  his  western,  and,  after  a  similar 
•elf;  and,  although  no  other  body  existed  within  period,  reappear  on  his  eastern  edge.     These 
the   range  of  in6nite  spaf*e,  this  glube  alone  spots  are  various,  both  in  number,  in  magnitude, 
would  aSbrd  a  powerful  demonstration  of  the  and  in  shape :  sometimes  40  or  50,  and  some- 
omnipotence  of  the  Creator.    Were  the  aun  a  times  only  one  or  t%vo  are  visible,  and  at  other 
hoUow  sphere,  surrounded  by  an  external  slicU,  times  the  sun  appears  entirely  without  spots.— 
and  •  luminous  atmosphere ;  were  this  shell  per-  Most  of  them  have  a  very  dark  nucleus,  or  cen- 
ftrmted  with  several  hundreds  of  openings  into  tral  part,  surrounded  by  an  umbra,  or  fainter 
tbo  internal  part ;  were  a  globe  as  large  as  the  shade.     Some  of  the  spots  arc  as  large  as  would 
aarth  plaeed  at  its  centre,  and  another  globe  as  cover  the  whole  continent  of  Europe,  Asia,  and 
large  u  tlw  moon,  and  at  the  same  distance  from  Africa,  others  have  been  observed  of  the  sixe  of 
the  centre  as  the  moon  is  from  us,  to  revolve  the  whole  surface  of  the  earth ;  and  one  was  seen, 
ronnd  the  central  globe, — it  would  present  to  the  in  the  year  1779,  which  was  computed  to  be 
Tiew  a  universe  as  splendid  and  glorious  as  that  more  than  J{fly  thou»and  milet  in  diameter. 
which  now  appears  to  the  vulgar  eye,— a  uni-  With  regard  to  the  nature  of  this  globe— it 
▼erse  as  large  and  extensive  as  the  whole  crea-  appears  highly  probable,  from  the  observations  of 
tion  was  conceived  to  be,  by  our  ancestors,  in  Dr.  Herscliel,  that  the  sun  is  a  solid  and  opaque 
the  infancy  of  astronomy.     And  who  can  tell,  body,  surrounded  with  luminous  clouds  which 
bat  that  Almighty  Being,  who  has  not  left  a  float  m  the  solar  atmosphere,  and  that  the  dark 
drop  of  water  in  a  stagnant  pool  without  its  in-  nucleus  of  the  spot^  is  'the  o|)aque  body  of  the 
habitants,  has  arranged  a  number  d*  worlds  with-  sun  appearing  throii;^  occaMonal  openings  in 
in  the  capacious  circuit  of  the  sun,  and  peopled  this  atmosphere.     The  height  of  tlie  atmosphere, 
them  vrith  intelligent  boin^  in  tho  first  stages  of  he  computes  to  be  not  loss  than  1843,  nor  more 
their  existence,  to  remain  there  for  a  certain  than  2765  miles,  consisting (^  two  regions;  that 
period,  tilt  they  be  prepared  for  being  trau*poried  ne.ircitt  the  sun  being  opaque,  and  probably  re- 
to  a  more  expansive  sphere  of  existence  ?    It  is  senibling  the  ck>uds  ^f  our  earth  ;  the  outermost 
easy  to  conceive,  that  enjoyments  as  exquisite,  emitting  vast  quantities  of  light,  and  forming  the 
and  a  range  of  thoughts  as  ample  as  have  ever  apparent  luminous  globe  we  behoU. 
yet  been  experienced  by  the  mnjtirity  of  the  in-  The  sun  is  the  grand  source  of  light  and  heat, 
habitants  uf  our  wnrld,  might  be  afforded  to  my-  both  to  the  earth  and  to  all  the  other  planetary 
riads  of  beings  thus  fdaceil  at  the  centre  of  this  bodies.     The  heat  he  diffuses  animates  every 
magnificent  luminary.    Tiiis  supposition  is,  at  part  of  our  sublunary  system,  and  all  that  vari- 
least,  as  probable  as  that  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  ety  of  oohxiring  which  adorns  the  terrestrial  land- 
Herschel,  who  supposed  that  the  exterior  surface  scaq>e  is  produced  by  his  rays.    It  has  been 
of  the  sun  was  pec^led  with  inhabitanui.    For,  lately  discovered,  that  the  rays  of  light,  and  the 
if  this  were  the  case,  the  range  of  view  of  these  rays  of  heat,  or  calorie^  are  distinct  from  each 
inhabitants  would  be  confined  within  the  limits  other  ;  for,  it  can  be  demonstrated,  that  some 
of  two  or  three  hundred  miles,  and  no  celestial  rays  from  the  sun  produce  heat,  which  have  no 
body,  but  an  immense  Maze  of  light,  would  be  power  of  communicating  light  or  colour.    The 
visible  in  their  hemisphere.    Such  is  the  variety  greatest  heat  is  found  in  the  red  rays,  tho  least 
which  appears  among  the  works  of  Grod,  and  in  the  violet  rays ;  and  in  a  space  beyond  the 
such  is  the  diversity  of  situations  in  which  sen-  red  rays,  where  there  is  no  light,  the  tempera- 
•itifo  beings  are  placed,  that  we  dare  not  pro-  ture  is  greatest.     Tho  rays  of  the  sun  have  also 
aooBce  it  impossible  that  both  these  suppositions  been  fiMind  to  produce  different  chymical  effects. 
may  be  realized.  The  white  muriate  of  silver  is  blackened  in  the 
Though  the  sun  seems  to  perform  a  daily  cir-  violet  ray,  in  the  space  of  15  seconds,  though  the 
eoit  arovid  our  globe,  he  may  be  said,  in  this  red  will  not  produce  the  same  effect  in  less  than 
reapect,  to  be  fixed  and  immoveable.  This  motion  20  minutes.    Phosphorus  is  kindled  m  tlie  vici- 
ia  not  rwt,  but  only  apparent,  and  is  owing  to  nity  of  the  red  ray,  and  extinguished  in  the  vici- 
the  globe  on  which  we  are  placed  moving  round  nity  of  the  violet.    The  solar  light,  therefore, 
bs  azia  firom  west  to  east ;  just  as  the  otgectson  consists  of  three  different  orders  of  rays,  one 
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producing  colour,  a  toeoiKl  producing  Aeol,  and  a 
third  chj^meal  effects.  Euler  has  computed  that 
the  light  of  the  sun  is  equal  to  6500  candles  at  a 
foot  distance,  while  the  nxxMi  would  be  as  one 
eandle  at  7|  feet ;  Venus  at  431  feet ;  and  Jufn-^ 
ter  at  1320  feet. — That  this  ioimeDse  luminary 
'appears  so  small  to  our  eyes,  is  owing  to  its  vast 
distance,  which  is  no  less  than  ninety-five  mil- 
Hon^  of  miles.  Some  faint  idea  of  this  distance 
may  be  obtained,  by  considering,  that  a  steam- 
boat, moving  at  the  rate  of  200  miles  a  day, 
would  require  IhkUen  hundred  yeasrt  beibre  it 
could  ti  averse  the  space  which  intervenes  be- 
tween us  and  the  sun. 

"  Hail  iocred  source  of  inexhausted  light! 
Pro<tlglou8  instance  of  creating  mlt;ht ! 
His  distance  man's  imagination  foils ; 
Numbers  will  scarce  avail  to  count  the  miles. 
As  swift  as  thought  he  darts  his  nuliance  round 
To  distant  worlds,  his  system's  utmost  bound." 

Bniwn, 

Tht  Planet  Mercury. — Mercury  is  the  nearest 
planet  to  the  sim  that  has  yet  been  discovered. 
He  is  about  S7  millions  of  miles  distant  from  the 
sun,  and  revolves  around  him  in  88  days.  His 
didmeter  is  about  3200  miles.  Beibre  the  dis- 
covery of  the  four  new  planets,  Gem,  Pallas, 
Juno,  and  Vesta,  in  the  beginning  of  the  present 
eentury,  this  globe  was  considered  as  the  smallest 
primary  planet  in  the  system.  His  surface, 
however*  contains  above  32  millions  of  square 
miles,  which  is  not  much  less  than  all  the  habi- 
table parts  of  our  globe.  On  account  of  his  near- 
ness to  the  sun,  he  is  seldom  seen  by  the  naked 
eye ;  being  always  near  that  quarter  of  the  hea- 
vens where  the  sun  appears  ;  and  therefore,  few 
discoveries  have  been  made  on  his  surface,  by 
the  telescope.  M.  Schroeter  concludes,  from 
certain  observations,  that  this  planet  revolves 
round  its  axis  in  24  hours  and  five  minutes.  The 
son  will  appear  to  an  inhabitant  of  Mercury 
seven  times  larger  than  to  an  inhabitant  of  the 
earth  ;  and,  if  the  degree  of  heat  be  in  propor- 
tion (o  a  planet*s  nearness  to  the  sun,  the  heat 
in  this  planet  will  be  seven  tintes  greater  than 
oo  the  surface  of  our  globe ;  and,  consequently, 
were  the  earth  placed  in  the  same  position,  ail 
the  water  on  its  surface  would  boil,  and  soon  be 
turned  into  vapour.  But  the  All- wise  Creator 
has,  doubtless,  attempered  the  surface  of  this 
globe,  and  the  constitution  of  the  beings  tliat 
may  occupy  it,  to  the  situation  in  which  they 
are  placed.* 


"  From  a  variety  of  fkets  which  have  been  observ- 
ed in  relation  to  the  production  of  caioric,  it  does  not 
appear  probable,  that  iho  degree  of  heat  on  the  sur- 
faces or  the  different  planets  is  Inversely  propor- 
tional to  the  squares  of  thctr  respective  distances 
fh)m  the  sun.  It  is  more  probable,  that  it  depends 
chiefly  on  the  distribution  of  the  gubstante  of  caloric 
on  the  surfaces  and  throuchout  the  atmospncres  of 
these  bodies— In  ditferent  quantities,  according  to  the 
4iflirfn<  tttua^ns  thev  occupy  in  the  solar  system ; 


VenuMf  the  next  planet  in  order  fronr  die  «!■» 
revolves  around  him  in  224  daya,  at  ibe  dtsnse* 
of  68  millions  of  miles,  qimJ  iu  diameter  is  abotf 
seven  thoosand  sevea  hundred  miles,  or  aevty 
the  size  of  the  earth  ;  and  it  turmi  rooad  iu  tiis 
in  the  space  of  23  hours  and  SO  miButes.  TUi 
planet  is  the  most  brilliant  orb  which  appears  is 
our  nocturnal  heavens,  and  is  usually  disiingsidn 
ed  by  the  name  of  the  morning  and  evening  star. 
When  it  approaches  nearest  to  the  earth,  it  is 
about  27  millions  of  miles  ('istant ;  and  at  '» 
greatest  distance,  it  is  ao  leas  than  ItS  milHoss 
of  miles  from  the  earth.  Were  the  whole  d 
its  enlightened  surface  turned  towards  the  earlhr 
when  it  is  nearest,  it  would  exhibit  a  light  mi 
brilliancy  twenty-five  tinwa  greater  than  it  ge- 
nerally does,  and  appear  like  a  amall  briDnt 
moon  ;  but  at  that  time,  its  dark  beuiisphwe  b 
turned  towards  our'gkibe.  Both  Venos  aa# 
Mercury,  when  viewed  by  a  telescope,  appear  la 
pass  successively  through  all  the  shapes  auDd  af 
pearances  of  the  moon ;  someiiaBea  awsiiniHH  a 
gibbous  phase,  and  at  other  tiroes  the  lonn  ef  a  haf 
nK>on>  or  that  of  a  crescent ;  whieh  proves  thai 
they  are  dark  bodies  in  themselves,  and  dcri»a 
their  light  from  the  sunt  The  most  distinct  aai 
beautiful  views  of  Venus,  especially  when  aks 
appears  as  a  crescent,  are  to  be  obtained  in  llr 
dcof  ft'siff ,  by  means  of  an  equatorial  telescope.—' 
From  a  variety  of  observations  which  the  author 
has  made  with  this  instrument,  it  has  been  head 
that  Venus  may  be  seen  every  clear  day  iHthssC 
interruption,  during  a  period  of  58S  days,  with 
the  occasional  exception  of  13  days  in  one  case, 
and  only  3  days  in  another — a  circuasstaacr 
which  cannot  be  afRrroed  of  any  other  celesiia) 
body,  the  sun  only  excepted. f     M.  Schroetsr 


and  that  these  different  quantities  of  calorie  are  pot 
into  action  by  theinflucDce  of  the  sohir  ray»,  soas 
to  proiluce  thai  dfi?ree  of  sensible  heat  requisite  fi>r 
each  respective  planetary  slobe.  On  this  hypothe«s 
—which  is  corroborated  by  a  very  great  variety  «if 
facts  anil  exiwrimeuts— there  niay  be  no  more  sea- 
siblcheat  felt  on  tlie  surface  of  the  planet  Mercury, 
than  on  the  surface  of  Herschel,  althou!^  twe  of 
these  botlies  is  nearly  50  times  nearer  the  sun  than 
the  other.  We  have  only  to  suppose  tha.t  a  soall 
qaantity  of  caloric  exists  In  Mercury,  and  a  larger 

?uaniity  in  Herschel,  proportionate  to  his  distance 
rom  the  centre  of  the  system.  On  this  ground,  we 
have  no  reason  to  believe,  either  that  the  planets 
nearest  the  sun  are  parched  with  excessive  heat,  or 
that  thost:  that  are  mosl  distant  are  exposed  to  all  the 
rigoiu-s  of  insufferable  cold,  or  that  the  diflTerent  d^ 
grees  of  temperature  which  may  t>c  found  In  these 
bodies  render  them  unfit  for  being  Ute  abodes  of 
sensitive  and  intellectual  beings. 

t  See  Edin.  Phil.  Joum.  No.  v.  July.  1990,  and  No. 
Xin,  July  !««.— 1  have  found  from  observation,  tlttt 
this  planet  may  be  seen  In  the  day-time,  when  only 
1*  43'  from  the  sun's  centre  ;  and  consequenily 
when  its  geocentric  latitude  at  the  time  of  the  supe- 
rior conjimctlon  exceeds  that  quantity,  it  may  be 
distinctly  seen  during  the  whole  period  of  583  dayi» 
excepting  about  35  hours  before  and  after  its  infaier 
conjimctTon.  It  is  well  known  to  astronomers,  tlot 
there  has  been  a  difference  of  opinion  with  respect 
to  the  period  of  the  rotation  of  this  planet.  Casslnl, 
from  oMsrvatlons  on  a  bright  spot  which  advaaosA 
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,  that  he  Has  discovered  mountains  on  the  prep<Mterou9  as  to  suppose,  t}iat  the  vm(  universo 

of  this  globe,  one  of  which  is  10,  another  in  daily  revolving  around  our  little  globe,  and  that 

I  a  third  22  miles  high.     It' appears  aUo  all  the  planetary  motions  have  an  immediate  n^ 

encompassed  ivith  an  atmosphere,   the  spect  to  it.    And  shall  we  dare  to  astcribe  to  him 

:  part  of  Which  is  about  16,000  feet  high,  who  is  "the  only   wise   Grod,"    contrivances 

twice  in  the  course  of  a  century,  this  pla-  which  we  woald  pronounce  to  be  the  perfection 

ears  to  pass,  like  a  dark  spot,  across  the  of  f  >lly  in  mankind?     Ii  is  recorded  of  the  astro- 

isk.    This  is  termed  the  f ran.* 7  of  Venus,  nomer  AI{»ho(isus,  king  of  Castile,  who  lived   in 

3t  transit  happened   June  S,  1769  ;  the  the  13th  century,  that,  after  having  studied  the 

ill  happen  on  December  8,  1874,  which  Piulemaie  system,  which  tuppcises  the  earth  at 

invisible  in  Europe.     Another  will  hap-  rest  in  the  centre  of  the  universe,  he  uttered  the 

the  6th  of  December,  188S,  which  will  be  following  impiout  tentenoe:  "  If  T  had  been  uf 

risible  in  Grrui  Britain.  God's  privy  council,  when  he  made  the  world,  I 

Earth  is  the  next  planet  in  the  system,  would  have  advised  hira  butter."     So  that  false 

•  round  the  sun  in  365  day.^,  5  hours,  and  conceptions  of  the  system  of  nature,  lead  to  erro- 

lUtes,  at  the  disiaiice  of  95  millions  of  neons  notions  of  that  adorable  Being  who  is  pos- 

ind  roimd  its  axis  in  23  hours,  56  minutes,  sessed  oTinfinite  perfection.  We  find  that  bodies 

ds.    The  former  is  called  iti  aimuai,  and  much  larger  than  tlie  earth  have  a  similar  rota- 

Br,  its  diurnal  motion.     That    the  earth  lion*     The  planet  Jupiter,  a  globe  295,000  miles 

>ality,a  moving  body,  is  a  fact  which  can  in  circumference,  moves  round  his  axis  in  less 

)r  be  called  in  question ;  it  is  indeed  bus-  thaa  ten  hours;    and    all  the  other  planetary 

ef  the  clearest  demonstration.     But  my  bodies,  oo  which  spots  have  been  discovered,  are 

in  not  permit  to  enter  into  a  detail  of  the  found  to  have  a  diurnal  motion.     Besides,  it  is 

nts  by  which  it  is  suppprted.     I  have  al-  fomid  to  be  a  universal  law  of  nature  that  smaller 

dverted  to  one  consideration,  from  which  globes  revolve  round  larger ;  but  there  is  no  ex- 

-nal  rotation  may  be  inferr^.     (See  p.  unple  in  the  universe,  <^a  larger  body  revolving 

Hither  the  earth  moves  round   its  axis  aroand  a  smaller.     The  moon  revolves  around 

iy,  or  <^  vohoLe  yiJtxvene  moves  round  it  ^^  earth,  but  she  is  much  smaller  than  the 

ame  time.     To  suppose  the  latter  case  to  earth ;  the  moons  which  move  around  Jupiter, 

fact,  would  involve  a  reflection  on  the  Saturn,  and  Herschel,  are  all  leas  than  their  pri- 

of  its  almighty  Author,  and  wuuld  form  maries,  and  the  planets  which  perform  their  r»- 

exception  that  we  know  to  that  beaut  i-  volutions  around  the  stm  are  much  less  than  that 

ortion,  harmony,  and  simplicity,  which  central  luminary. 

in  all  the  works  of  nature.  Were  it  pos-  With  regard  to  the  annual  revolution  of  the 
construct  a  nuu:hine  as  large  as  the  city  earth,  if  such  a  motion  did  exist,  the  planetary 
on,  and  to  apply  to  it  mechanical  powers  svstem  wouM  present  a  scene  of  inextricable  ooo- 
It  to  make  it  revolve  on  an  avis,  so  as  to  Vision.  The  planets  would  sometimes  move 
lund  a  furnace  for  the  par[>ose  of  roasting  backwards,  sometimes  forwards,  and  at  other 
if  mutton,  suspended  in  the  centre  of  its  times  remain  stationary;  and  would  describe 
—while  we  might  admire  the  ingenuity  loop^  curves,  so  anomalous  and  confused,  that 
energies  displayed  in  its  construction —  io  man  in  his  senses  could  view  the  all-wise 
(ind  would  unite  in  condemning  it  as  a  Creator  as  the  author  of  so  much  confusion, 
of  consummate  folly.  But  such  an  extra-  But,  by  considering  the  earth  as  revolving  in  aa 
)iece  of  machinery  would  not  be  half  so  o^>t  between  Venus  and  Mars,  (which  all  ce- 
lestial observations  completely  demonstrate,)  aH 
es.  In  «  hours.  84  minutes,  «!eterralne<l  the  the  apparent  irregularities  of  iho  planetary  mo- 
ts rotation  to  be  23  hours  and  M  minutes,  tions  are  completely  solved  and  accounted  for  • 
•therband.  Rianchinl,  from  Kimilarohserva-  .«j  .u- -i^-- -..-.„—  „—-,«»_ -.  -  r  l 
ncluded.  that  Us  diurnal  nerlod  was  «  days  *"**  *"«  •<»'*[  "y**^"*  presents  a  scene  of  beauty, 
ours.  The  diflicnliv  of  deciding;  between  harmony  and  grandeur,  combined  with  a  simplicity 
0  opinions  ari|.es  from  the  ^hort  time  in  of  design  which  charactenzes  all  the  works  of 
•servations  can  be  maile  on  thin  planet,  either  c\  •  .  •»  ^ 
m  rise  or  after  stiri  set,  wlUch  prevents  us  vJmnipoience. 

ilns.  wtth  afcurary,  the  prosfrrsslve  motion         The  Moon. — Next  to  the  sun,  the  moon  is  to 

:»t«  for  a  Eufflrient  lensth  of  time.    And  al*  n- th«  mn«t  ;ni»r««f;n«  «r  .n  «k^  <.^...i:.i  ..j..- 

n  ol>«e^^'cr  .should  mark  the  iK>sltlonof  the  S!.    •  T^   mterestmg  of  all  the  celestial  orbs. 

thesimehoiir,  ontwosurreedlngcvenlnifs,  She  is  the  constant  aitwidant  of  the  earth,  and 

they  had  move«l  forward  ab«MU  ss  degress  revolves  around  it  in  27  davs,  8  hours  ;   but  the 

irs,  he  woul«l  still  tie  at  a  los.*  to  determine,  .^^.^.^  e ^    ^  c  li  .  . 

they  l»ad  movct  M  decrees  in  aU,  since  the  P*""**  «ro™  one  new  or  full  moon  to  another  is 

z  observation,  or  hail  finished  a  revolution,  about  29  days,  12  hours.     She  is  the  nearest  of 

ly  be  determined  by  observations  on  Venus  hundred  and  forty  thousand  miles  distant  from  the 

yiirae.  by  which.  In  certain  cases,  the  pro-  earth.    She  is  much  smaller  than  tiie  earth :  be- 

motlon  of  her  spots  mi^ht  be  traced,  without  :„-  ,»-,i-  •  te^  «,;i«-  i«  j;..— ,»..-      tr       >  .  r 

Uon,  for  i«  hours  or  more,  whicli  wouid  wgo°'r«a80  ">"•«  in  diameter.     Her  surface. 

If  settle  the  period  of  rotation.  wheo  Viewed  with  a  talesco|ie,  poeseots  an  int*- 
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resting  and  a  varit  gated  aspect ;  being  diversified 
with  mountains,  valleys,  rocks,  and  plains,  in 
•very  variety  of  form  and  position.  Some  of 
thesio  mounlai.is  f<»rm  long  and  elevated  ridges, 
resembling  the  chains  uf  the  Alps  and  the  Andes  ; 
while  others,  «>f  a  coni<ud  fimn,  rise  to  a  great 
h«>ight,  from  the  middle  of  level  plains,  some- 
what resembling  ihc  Peak  of  TonerilTe.  But  the 
HKwt  singular  feature  of  the  moon,  »h,  thiw*  cir- 
cular ridges  and  cavities  which  divt- r:«ify  every 
portion  of  her  surface.  A  range  «if  mmmtains  of 
8  circular  form,  rising  three  or  four  miles*  above 
the  kvel  uf  the  adjacent  districts,  surrounds,  like 
a  mighty  rampart,  an  extensive  plain  ;  and,  in 
the  middle  of  this  plain  or  cavity,  an  insulated 
conical  hill  rist^s  to  a  considerable  elevation. 
Several  hundredn  of  those  circular  plains,  moat  of 
which  are  considerably  below  the  level  of  the  mir- 
rouuding  country,  may  be  perceived,  with  a  good 
telescope,  on  every  region  of  the  lunar  auriace. 
They  are  of  all  dimensions,  from  two  or  three 
miles  to  forty  miles  in  diameter  ;  and,  if  they  be 
adorned  with  verdure,  they  mtist  present  to  the 
view  of  a  spectator,  placed  among  them,  a  more 
variegated,  romantic,  and  atjbliroe  scenery  than 
is  to  be  found  on  the  surface  c(  our  globe.  An 
idea  of  some  of  these  scenes  may  be  acquired  by 
conceiving  a  plain  of  about  a  hundred  miles  in 
circumference,  encircled  with  a  range  of  moun- 
tains, of  various  forms,  three  miles  in  perpendicu- 
lar height,  and  having  a  mountain  near  the  cen- 
tre, whose  top  reaches  a  mile  and  a  half  above 
the  level  of  the  plain.  From  the  top  of  this  cen- 
tral meuntain,  the  whole  plain,  with  all  its  variety 
of  objects,  would  be  distinctly  visible;  and  the 
view  would  appear  to  bo  bounded  on  all  sides  by 
a  lofty  amphitheatre  of  mountains,  in  every  di- 
rersily  of  shape,  rearing  their  summits  to  the 
sky.  From  the  summit  of  the  circular  ridge,  the 
conical  hill  in  the  centre,  the  opposite  circular 
range,  the  plain  below,  and  some  of  the  adjacent 
plains,  which  encompass  the  exteiior  ridge  of  the 
mountains,  would  form  another  variety  of  view  ; 
and  a  third  variety  would  be  obtained  from  the 
various  aspects  of  the  central  mountain,  and  the 
surrounding  scenery,  as  viewed  from  the  plains 
below. 

The  lunar  mountains  are  of  all  sizes,  from  a 
furlong  to  five  miles  in  perpendicular  elevation. 
Certain  luminous  spots,  which  have  been  occa- 
sionally seen  on  the  dark  side  of  the  moon,  seem 
to  d'tnionstrato  that  fire  exists  in  this  planet.  Dr. 
Herschcl  and  several  other  astronomers  suppose, 
that  they  are  volcanoes  in  a  state  of  eruption.  It 
would  be  a  more  pleasing  idea,  and  perhaps  as 
nearly  corresponding  to  fact,  to  suppose,  that 
these  phenomena  are  owing  to  some  occasional 
splendid  illuminations,  produced  by  the  lunar  in- 
habitants, during  their  long  nights.  Such  a  scene 
as  the  burning  of  Moscow,  the  conflagration  of  an 
extensive  forest,  or  the  splendid  illumination  of 
a  large  city  with  gas-lighU|  might  present  simi- 


lar appearances  to  a  spectator  in  the  rnvx.  Tfae 
bright  spots  of  the  moon  are  the  mountakms 
regions ;  th^  dark  spots  are  the  plain*,  or  mm 
level  parts  uf  ber  surface.  There  may  protnhir 
be  rivers  or  small  lakes  on  this  planet ;  but  ifane 
are  no  seas  or  large  collection  of  water.  It  «p> 
pears  highly  probable^  from  the  ohsenraiiciis  «f 
Schroeter,  that  the  uioon  i:i  encumftassed  niib 
an  atmosphere ;  but  no  clouds,  rain,  nor  mm 
seem  to  exist  in  it.  The  ilium iruuiitg  po»er  tt 
the  light  derived  from  llie  moon,  according  to  the 
experiments  mrule  by  Professor  Leslie,  is  abooi 
the  one  hundred  and  fifty  thouaandth  part  of  thi 
illuminating  power  t>f  the  sun.  Accur  'iag  ta  i 
the  c.x(>eriments  of  M.  Buguer,  it  is  oolj  as  1  It 
300,000. 

The  Moon  always  presenta  the  same  tut  lo 
us ;  which  proves,  that  she  revolvee  round  ber 
axis  in  the  some  time  that  she  revolves  rouoJ  tks 
earth.  As  this  orb  derives  its  li^bt  frooi  Iks 
■un,  and  reflects  a  poriioo  of  it  upon  the  cartk, 
so  the  earth  performs  the  same  office  to  the  ommb. 
A  spectator  on  the  lunar  surface  would  bebcU 
the  earth,  like  a  luminous  orb,  suspended  in  iks 
vault  of  heaven,  presenting  a  sur&ce  about  IS 
times  larger  than  the  moon  does  to  us,  and  a^ 
pearing  sometimes  gibbous,  somelimea  bonsd, 
and  at  other  times  with  a  round  fuU  fiuce.  The 
light  which  the  earth  reflects  upon  the  dark  side 
of  the  moon  may  be  distinctly  perceived  by  a 
common  telescope,  from  three  to  six  or  eij^  | 
days  after  the  change.  The  lunar  surftce  cofr 
lains  about  15  roiUioQs  of  square  miles,  and  is, 
therefore,  capable  of  containing  a  populatioi 
equal  to  that  of  our  globe,  albwing  only  abota 
53  inhabitants  to  every  square  mile.  That  tbif 
planet  is  inhabited  by  sensitive  and  ioteOigcoC 
beings,  there  is  every  reason  to  conclude,  from  a 
consideration  of  the  sublime  scenery  with  wbick 
its  surface  is  adorned,  and  of  the  general  beoefi> 
cenceof  the  Creator,  who  appears  to  have  left  no 
large  portion  of  his  material  creation  withoot 
animated  existences  ;  and  it  is  highly  probable, 
that  direct  proo/M  of  the  moon*s  being  inhabited 
may  hereafter  be  obtained,  when  all  the  varie- 
ties on  her  surface  shall  have  been  more  miDUle* 
ly  explored.* 

The  planet  Mara. — Next  to  the  earth  and 
moon,  the  planet  Mars  performs  his  revokh 
tion  round  the  sun,  in  one  year  and  ten  months, 
to  the  dbtance  of  145  millions  of  miles.  Hii 
diameter  is  about  4,200  miles,  and  he  is  distin- 
guished from  all  the  other  planets,  by  his  rmdt^ 
ap[)earance,  which  is  owing  to  a  fUnm  atmm 
pkere  with  which  he  is  environed.  With  a  good 
telescope,  his  surface  appears  diversified  by  a 
variety  of  spots ;  by  the  motion  of  whidi  it  is 
found,  that  ho  turns  round  his  axis  in  24  boors 
and  40  minutes.  The  inclination  of  his  axis  lo 
the  plane  of  his  orbit  being  about  S8»  4St,  iks 

*  Bee  Appandlx,  IIo.  OL 
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sights,  and  the  JlfTorent  leasons  in  this  great  ececntricity  of  its  orbit ;  bctn^,  at  its  least 
.11  bear  a  considerable  resemblance  to  distance  fruin  the  sun,  only  189  millions  of  miles, 
experience  in  our  terrestrial  sphere.'^  and  at  iis  greatest  diisiaiicc  316  millions. —  Ve»tm 
neare:)t  approach  to  the  earth,  hi-i  di^  was  discovered  by  Dr.  Olbera  on  the  29th 
%  us  is  about  50  millioos  of  mile!<;  March,  1807.  (t  appears  like  a  star  of  the  5th 
i  greatest  distance,  he  is  almut  S40  or  6th  magni:ude,  and  may  sometimes  be  distiii- 
f  miles ;  so  that  in  the  former  case  he  guiahed  by  Uie  naktul  eye.  Ttit  light  is  more  in- 
early  25  times  larger  than  in  the  latter,  tense  and  white  than  any  of  the  other  tlirce,  and 
ctator  in  this  p!anet,  our  earih  will  it  is  not  surrounded  with  any'  nebniosiiy.  It  is 
hernately,  as  a  miming  and  evening  distant  from  the  sun  about  225  millions  of  miled, 
nrill  exhibit  all  the  phases  of  the  moon,  and  completes  its  revolution  in  3  years  and  240 
!nu9  does  to  us,  but  with  a  less  degree  dayn.  Its  diameter  has  not  yet  been  accurately 
It  magnitude  and  splendour.     A  lumi-  ascertained;  but-from  the  intensity  of  its  light, 

has  been  observed  abiait  the  poles  of  and  othor  circumstauces,  it  is  concluded,  that  it 

ich  is  subject  to  successive  changes,  exceeds  in  magnitude  both  Pallas  and  Juno, 

hel  supposes  that  it  is  produced  by  the  These  planetary  glubea  present  to  our  view  a 

of  the  sun*s  light  from  his  frozen  re-  variety  of  ^anomalies  and  singularities,  which 

that  the  m<>lting  of  these  masses  of  appear  incompatible  with  the  regularity,  pro- 

8  th(>  cause  of  the  variation  in  its  mag-  portion,-«nd  harmony  which  were  formerly  sup- 

l  appearance.     This  planet  moves,  in  ponied  to  characterize  the  arrangements  of  tl>e 

at  the  rate  of  6f^y-five  thousand  miles  solar  system. — They  are.bodies  much  nnalltr  in 

size  than  the  other  planets— they  revolve  neartf 

ew   pUmtie. — Between   the   orbits  of  at  the  umu  dittancet  from  the  sun,  and  perform 

Jupiter,   four   planetary  bodies  have  their  revolutions  in  nearly  the  eamc  ptriodM^^ 

y  discovered,   arcompanied  with  cir-  their  orbits  are  much  more  eccentriey  and  have  a 

8  somewhat  different  from  those  of  the  nmch  greater  degree  <^  ineUwUion  to  the  ecliptic, 

es  which  compose  our  system.     They  than  tlM)se  of  the  old  planets — and,  what  is  allo- 

d  'Ceretf  PailoM,   /«ne,   and    Veala.  gether  singular,  (except  in  case  of  comets. )  fArtr 

St  Ceret  was  discovered  at  Palermo,  orbitM<ro8M  each  other ;  so  thaliliere  is  a/M>Mi6i- 

by  M .  Piazzi,  on  the  first  day  of  the  Uty  that  two  of  these  bodies  might  happen  to  iii- 

miury.     It  is  of  a  ruddy  colour,  and  tcrfere,  and  to  strike  each  other,  in  the  course  of 

•our  tliesize  bfa  st&r  of  the8th  ma:!ni-  t)ieir  revohitiwi-s.     Tlie  orbit  of  Ceres  croeses 

is  consequently  invisible  to  the  naked  the  orbit  of  Pallas.     Vesta  may  sometimes  be  at 

srforms  its  revohiiion  in  4  years  and  7  a  greater  distance  from  the  sun  than  eitlicr  Ceres, 

tlie  distance  of  tSO  millions  of  miles  Pallas  or  Juno,  altliough  its  mean  distance  is  le»s 

jn,  and  is  reckoneil.  by  soni«^  antrono-  than  ilwit  of  either  of  them,  by  several  milliona 

0  alvtut  iG24  miles  in  diameter,  or  of  miles ;  so  tiiat  the  orbit  of  Vesta  crosses  the 
thf;  diameter  of  Mercury,  It  appears  orbits  of  all  the  other  three.  -From  theso  and 
tund'.*:!  with  a  large  dense  atmosphere,  other  circumstances,  it  has,  with  a  high  degree 
wa^  dis<?nveri'd  the  following  year,  of  probability,  been  concluded — that  these  four 
n  the  S8rh  of  M :irch,  1802,  by  Dr.  planets  are  tiie  fragmeuts  of  a  large  celestial  body 
Bremen.     It  is  suppwwd  to  be  about  which  once  revolved  between  Mars  and  Jupiter^ 

1  in  diameter,  or  nearly  the  size  of  the  and  which  had  been  burst  asunder  by  some  im- 
revolves  about  the  sun  in  4  years  and  mense  irruptive  foroe.  This  idea  seems  to  have 
or  nearly  in  the  same  lime  «<  Ceres,  occurred  to  Dr.  Olbers  after  he  had  discovered 
ance  of  266  millions  of  miles;  and  is  the  planet  Pallas,  and  he  imagined  that  other 
1   with  a  ncbul(»ity   or   atmosphere,  fragments  might  possibly  exist.     He  concluded, 

miles   in  height,  similar  to  that  of  that,  if  they  all  diverged  from  the  same  point, 

^he  planet  Juno  was  discovered  on  the  **  they  ought  to  have  two  common  points  of  re* 

nber,  1804,  by  Mr.  Harding  of  Bre-  nnien,  or  two  mtdes  in  opposite  regions  of  the 

mean   distance  from  the  sun  is  about  heavens,  through  which  all  the  planetary  frag- 

IS  of  miles;  its  revolution  is  comply-  ments  must  sooner  or  later  pass.*'     One  of  theM 

ars  and  ISO  days,  and  its  diameter  is  nodes  he  found  to  be  in  the  conitellatjoo  Virgo, 

to  be  about   1425  miles.    It  is  free  and  the  other  in  the  Whale ;  and  it  ia  a  remaik- 

>bulosity  which  surrounds  Pallas,  and  able  coincidence,  that  it  wtu  in  the  latter  of 

ished  from  all  the  other  planets  by  the  these  regions  that  the  planet  Juno  was  diacover- 

ed  by  Mr.  Harding.   -In  order  to  detect  the  re- 

Ination  oftheearth'saxlstotheecllpUc,  maininff  frasments  (if  any  existed)  Dr.  Olbert 

:  words,  to  the  plane  of  Its  annual  orbit.  ____;Jt  j  Iif„_  ,:-,^-  mvmrv  vMr   all  thn  nnAll 

es  and  «8  minutes,  which  Is  the  cause  of  examined,  three  timet  every  year,  all  the  small 

y  of  seasons,  and  of  the  diflTerent  length  stars  in  Virgo  and  the  Whale ;  and  it  was  ao- 

"!5*»":w*?^®'®i.^L""°'!if.^Il??r  «w»Uj  ia  ^  coosellaiion  Virgo,  that  he  di»- 
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that  other  fragments  of  a  similar  drflcription  may 
be  discovered.  Dr.  Brcwsltr  attrilHiten  the  f.»ll 
of  metcoiic  utones*  to  the  smaller  frucm*"nt»  uf 
lhe«c  bodies  happening  to  come  within  thi;  sphere 
of  the  earth's  attraction.  His  ingi-nioiw  r<n- 
soningfl  on  this  puhjecl,  and  in  siipjiort  of  Dr. 
Olbers*  hypothesi-n  alwve  slated,  may  \nr  seen  in 
Edin.  Ency.  vol.  ii.  p.  641,  and  in  hii  ••  Su|>- 
plemcntary  chaptrid  to  Ferguson's  Astronom) ." 

The  fads  to  vvhich  I  have  now  adverted  seem 
to  unfoW  a  new  scene  in  the  history  of  the  di>- 
|ien!taiions  of  the  Ahnighty,  and  to  warrant  the 
cooclusion,  tfiat  the  earth  is  not  the  only  globe 
in  the  universe  which  is  subject  to  physical 
changes  and  moral  revolutions. 

The  Planet  /u/zt/cr.— This  planet  is  490 
millions  of  miles  distant  from  the  sun,  and  per- 
forms its  annual  revolution  in  nearly  twelve  of 
our  years,  moving  at  the  rate  of  twenty-nine 
thousand  miles  an  hour.  It  is  the  lar^iust  planet 
in  the  aolar  8>-stem ;  being  89,000  miles  m  di- 
ameter, or  about  fourteen  hundred  time*  larger 
than  the  earth.  Its  motion  round  its  axis  i»  pf  r- 
formed  in  ninn  hours  and  fifiy-eix  minuteti ;  and, 
therefore,  the  portions  of  its  surTico  about  the 
equator  move  at  the  rate  of  28,000  mile«  an  luiur, 
which  is  nearly  twenty-seven  times  swifier  than 
the  earth^s  diurnal  rotation.  The  figure  of  Ju- 
p'.tcr  is  that  of  an  oblate  spheroid,  the  axis,  or 
diameter  passmg  through  ttte  poles,  bx'ing  about 
6000  miles  shorter  than  thai  passing  through  the 
equator.  The  Earth,  Saturn,  and  Mars  are 
aliio  spheroids  ;  and  it  is  highly  probable  tliat 
Mercury,  Venus,  and  Herschel  are  of  a  similar 
figure,  though  the  fact  has  not  yet  been  ascer- 
tained by  actual  tjbservaiion.  When  viewed 
with  a  telescope,  several  Fpots  have  been  occa- 
sionally discovered  on  the  surface  of  this  planet, 
by  the  motion  of  which,  its  rotation  was  deter- 
mined. 

But  what  chiefly  distinguishes  \Y\fi  surface  of 
Jupiter  is  several  streaky  appearances,  or  dusky 
strips,  which  extend  across  his  disk,  in  lines 
parallel  to  his  equator.     These   arc  generally 

•  Meteoric  stones,  or,  what  arc  ccnonilly  termed 
aerolU€9,  arc  f^toneH  whirh  soroctlme^  full  from  the 
upper  regions  of  the  atmosphere,  up^m  the  earth.— 
The  sulwlanrc  of  whlrh  thf y  are  coinpojvil  is,  fnr  iho 
most  part,  metattir;  but  the  ore  of  which  th<*y  ron- 
sist  Is  not  to  be  found  In  the  $ame  conttliunU  pro- 
pnrclont  In  any  terrestrial  suti!:taiK-es.   Their  f.ill  is 

fienerally  prcfMled  hy  a  luminous  api»cnninr»?.  a  hiss- 
ne  noii^e,  and  a  h*ud  explosion;  huiI,  when  found 
immediately  after  their  dewrent,  are  nlwayn  hot.— 
Their  size  differs,  from  small  fragnicntf:,  of  iuronsl- 
dcrablc  welgnt,  to  the  most  ponderous?  iiKisfies.  iSome 
of  the  larpcKt  portions  of  the.se  stones  have  been 
found  to  welsh  from  300  lbs.  to  several  tons ;  aikd 
they  have  often  desceiuleil  to  the  earth  with  a  force 
sufficient  to  Inirj-  tliein  many  feet  tmder  the  soil.— 
8omc  have  supiK>se<t  that  tlicse  txxlics  are  pn)jerted 
from  volcanoes  in  the  moon ;  others,  that  they  pro- 
ceed from  volcanoes  «>n  the  earth:  while  others  Ima- 
gine that  they  are  aenerated  in  the  regions  of  the 
atmosphere ;  but  the  true  cause  Is,  probably,  not  yet 
ascertained.  In  seme  Instances,  these  stones  have 
peMatrated  through  the  roofk  of  nooMt,  and  provod 
SSSwUtt  to  tkt  iabaUtams. 


termed  his  hiJtA.     Tl.ice  of  ili*»«c  Leli.*.  i-r  r-rci 
nearly  cqui-distant  Irnii  oach  i»«her.  trt  nn.-«::- 
queiitly  ub»erved  ;   I  ut    iheiy   bre   lu*    rviuu  « 
constant  in  their  ap;icavance  .t     fe'-nwrtmir*  cii.i 
one  is  to  be  seen,  somriinied  live,  anu  s-iri.'issff 
seven  or  ei^ht  have  Uffi  distiitrily  vi^ibrf';  te*. 
in  the  latter  case,  two  ciftliem  lia%e  tmi.  »»-■•  ■ 
to  difa|>|>ear  durinj;  the  tiiit«!  <tf  ubf>-crTaii<«.    t« 
the   28lh  May,    17H).   Dr.  Hen«rht-I  yfir*-i:-4 
*'  the  whole  turf  in  uj'  Jupitrr  cuvrnd  wiir  fm.il 
curved  belts,  or  rather  liiif«,  that  were  rii>:  f^ 
tintious  across  hi«  disk.**     I'hmish  i!-e»r  U-m 
ate  generally  |»anillel  to  each  othrr,  y^t  i.K^yifi 
not  always  mi.     Theii  breadth  is  likcwve^vi*- 
ble  ;  one  belt  having;  been  ubser%*F<i  to  gnm  saf- 
row,  while  another  in  its  neighbourhi^'d  ha«  i»> 
creased  in  breadth,  as  if  the  one  Imd  Coned  tm 
the  other.    The  iim<9  of  their  confinubnce  Mtin 
uncertain;   sometimes  thvy   remain  uiA'husfd 
for  »everal  months,   at  oilier  limey,  new  br!a 
have  been  formed  in  an  hour  or  two.    Wbit 
these  bells  or  variable  appcarancvo  are  it  Kdifi* 
cuit  to  determme.     Si»nui  have  regarded  ibeaii 
s'ra'a  of  clouds  floating  in  the  airoo>phere  orJi> 
pitrr;  uhile  oihi^rs  imaciiie.   that  ihvy  are  tbe 
marks  cf  grt-at   phyttical  ii*%oluiion*  which  are 
per|>etiially  chan;:iii»  the  ^Ulfa(-e  oTif^t  |4arH. 
Tlie  f^jrmer  opinion  appears  ihe  most  |«obabkL 
Bur,  whatever  be  the  nature  uT  thf^se  bd's,  ibe 
sudden  changes  to  which   tiny  are  (cm*ior.aET 
subject,  seem  to  indicate  the  rapid  ii(*eratioo  of 
some  |)Owerful  physical   agency :  for  scom  cf 
them  are  more   than  five    Thour^and   mites   ii 
breadth  ;  and  since  thev  have  been  known  to  <!> 
ap|N>ar  in  the  space  of  an  hour  or  two,  ar<J  cws 
durinj;  the  time  of  a  casual  observation — a«<ii'>4 
more  powerful  than  any  with  which  wr  are» 
qiiainted  must  have  produced   co  cxte native  u 
effect. 

Jupiter  is  attended  by  four  fratellites  orniCRCS 
which  pH'sent  a  very  beautiful  apfieaiance  i^kco 
viewed  through  a  telescope.  The  first  ni<tofl,  rf 
that  nearest  the  planet,  is  230,000  milea  diritf 
from  its  centre,  and  goes  rfmnd  it  in  4S|  hccn; 
and  will  appear  from  its  mrface  ftMir  iiafS 
larger  than  our  moon  does  to  us.  The  neeraJ 
mo4>n,  being  fartlier  distant,  will  apfjear  aai^ 
the  sire  of  ours  ;  the  thinl.  somewhat  lest:  aad 
the  fi>urth,  which  is  a  nii'lmo  of  mil*^  difiui 
from  Jupiter,  and  takes  sixteen  days  to  go  nmi 
him,  will  appear  only  about  one-thiril  the  diaii» 
ter  of  our  moon.  These  moons  aufler  frrqueot 
eclipses  from  passing  through  Jupiter's  shadWr 
in  the  same  way  as  our  moon  is  ecli|>wd  b* 
passing  through   the  shadow  of  the  earth.    Bj 

f  A  representation  of  tliose  belts.  In  the  posltioas 
In  which  tlicy  most  frequently  ap|iear.  Is  exIiiMi 
ed  In  the  engraving.  Fip.  9.  Fig.  t.  represenii  tbe 
double  ring  of  Saturn,  as  it  appears  when  vtevei 
through  a  powerftil  telescope— Figures  i,  t,  I,  !• 
and  5,  represent  Saturn,  Jupiter,  Bencktl.  ikr 
Earth  and  Moon,  im  Iheir  rekrtvr  aiMs  mt  fn> 


ASTRONOMY.  87 

tbe  eclipse  of  these  mooni,  the  motion  of  light  circumatance  ooimected  with  this  planet,  is, 
was  uc^rtainad ;  and  (hey  are  found  to  be  of  es-  the  phenomenon  of  a  dimbU  ring,  which  sur- 
■eotial  use  in  determining  iho  longitude  of  'places  rounds  its  body,  but  no  where  totichos  it,  being 
OB  the  surface  of  our  globe.  This  planet,  if  seen  thirty  thousand  miles  distant  from  any  part  o( 
from  its  nearest  moon,  will  present  a  surface  a  the  planet,  and  is  carried  along  with  the  planet 
thousand  times  is  large  as  our  m>xin  d  ics  to  us,  in  its  circuit  round  the  sun.  This  is  the  most 
and  will  appear  in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  a  hal&  singular  and  astonishing  object  in  the  whole  range 
moon,  a  gibbous  phase,  and  afu!l-ni>>on,  in  regu-  uf  the  planetary  system ;  no  other  pUnel  being 
br  luccession,  every  24  hours.  Jupiter's  axis  found  environed  witli  so  wonderful  an  appendage ; 
being  nearly  perpendicular  to  hi.s  orbit,  he  has  no  and  the  planets  which  may  belong  to  other  sys- 
•ensible  diange  oTsea^ions,  such  as  we  experi*  tems,  being  placed  beyoml  tbe  reach  of  our  ob- 
eace  on  the  earth.  Were  we  placed  on  the  sur-  scrvations,  no  idea  can  be  funned  of  the  peculiar 
fmice  of  this  planet,  with  the  limited  powers  of  apparatus  with  which  any  of  them  may  be  fur- 
vision  we  now  poswss,  our  earth  and  moon  nished.  This  double  ring  consists  of  two  con- 
urould  entirely  disappear,  a-t  if  they  were  bloited  centric  rings,  detached  from  each  other ;  the  in- 
out  from  the  map  of  creation ;  and  the  iuliabitants  ncrniost  of  which  is  nearly  three  times  as  br<jad  as 
of  these  regions  must  have  much  better  eyes  than  the  outermost.  The  outside  diameter  of  the  cxte- 
ours,  if  they  know  tliat  there  is  such  a  gl'jbe  as  rtor  ring  is  204,000  miles  ;  and,  con^equcnrly,  its 
the  earth  in  the  universe.  circumference  will   mcrasure  ii*   hundred  and 

The  planet  Saturn. — This  plantt  is  900  mil-  forty  thauiand  milf»,  or  eighty  times  the  diamc- 

lions  of  miles  distant  from  the  >4un,  being  nearly  tor  of  our  globe.    lis  breadih  is  7,200  miles,  or 

double  t!u!  diitance  of  Jupilur.     Its  diamuier   is  nearly  lite  diame'er  of  the  earth.     Were  four 

79,000  miles,  and,  cun-toquen'Jy,  it  is  more  than  hundred  and  fifty  gUibes,  fif  the  size  of  thr  earth, 

fMite  huvlred  ttmes  the  bulk  uf  the   earth.     It  placed  close  to  one  an«tiht*r,  on  a   plane,   this 

taku:>  29|  years  to  complete  its  revolutiim  a!>out  immense  ring  would  enclu.fe  the  whole  of  ihRiii, 

t.ie  sun;  b«it  its  diurnal  mn: ion  is  completed  in  together  with  all  the  interstices,  or  opoti  spaces 

tun  h>i;irs  and  sixteen  m  in '.lies;  so  that  the  year  between  the  ditTerent  globes.    The  ouL«i.lc  dia- 

ii  this  planet  is  nearly  thirty  timuj  lliu  length  uf  meter  of  the  innerm'tst  r'uv*  is  184.0CX)mi'ies,  and 

Oiirs,  while  the  day  ii  shorter,  by  m  >ru  than  one-  its  breadth  twenty  ihoujand  miles,  or  abiAit  2} 

liilf.     The  year,  thercforfjConi'^iiH  about  twen-  times  broader  than  the  diameter  of  the  earth. 

ty-five  thousand  one  hundred  an-l  fif>y  dayM,  or  The  dark  space,  or  interval,  between    the  two 

periiids  of  its  diurnal  rotation,  wliich  |4  t^ual  to  riiii^,  iit  2,800  miles.     The  breadili  of  both  the 

10,759  of  our  days.     Saturn  is  of  a  R|»heroidal  rings,  includin;;  the  dark  space  between  them, 

figure,  or  so;newhat  of  ihd  siiape  of  an  orange;  is  thirty  thou-«and  miles,  wliich  is  equal  to   the 

hi-t  equatorial  bein;;  mure  than  ^ijt  thousand  miles  distance  of  thu  innerin<ist  riu^  from  llie  b«)dy  of 

limger  than   his  p<»lar  diameter.     His  surface,  Saturn. 

like  that  of  Jupiter,  is  diversified  with  belts  and  The  following  figure  represents  a  view  ofSa- 

dark  spots.    Dr.  Iltrrschel,  atcertaui  times,  per-  turn  and  his  rings,  as  Uiey  would  appear,  were 

ceivM  five  b«lts  on  his  siirfa'^e,  throe  of  whii^h  our  eye  perpendicular  to  one  of  the  planes  of  ihoss 

were  dark,  and  two  bright.     The  dark  belts  hiil  rin^^s;  but  our  eye  is  never  so  much  elevated 

a  yeltowi»h  tin;{e,  an-1  generally  covered  a  larger  above  either  plane,  as   to  have  llie  visual  ray 

zooeof  the  disk  of  Sat  urn,  than  tiie  belts  of  Jupi-  standing  at  right  antilestoil;  it  is  never  ele- 

ter  occupy  upon  his  i urfaoe.     On  account  of  the  vatul  more  than  30  degrees  ab<>ve  the  planes  of 

i;reatdistani*e  of  this  plan"!  from  the  sun,  the  tho  rings.      When  we  view  Saturn  through  a 

lixhl  it  receiver  from  tliat  lumin.iry  U  only  the  telescope,  wc  alA'ays  stre  the  riii;;;  at  an  oblique 

ninrfJwA  p/irC  of  what  WH  enj  >y :  hu;,  by  calcula-  anirle,  so  that   it  ap;>cars  of  an  ou'i/  Htrm,  the 

tioOi  It  is  foimd.  that  t'li.s  q:iantiiy  i.4  %  iliousanl  o'ltw.ird  cir::u'.ar  rim  being  projected    into   an 

timei greater  than  tho  hiiht  which  the  full  nioitn  illip^is   m-tre  or  les-s  ubUm^,  a?ci>nline  to  the 

affwds  to  us.     Bi^sides,  it  i'*  surrounl'-d  by  no  dilfi-rcnl  de;^^'^  ofo'iliquiiy  wiih  which  it  is 

ratrer  than  seven  mooiis.  wlii;:!!  s:ip;ily  it  with  viewed,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  figure  of  Saturn 

l^ht  in  the  absence  of  ihi;  mm.     Five  of  ihr*>ic  in  t'le  copperjilale  engraving. 

noons  were  discovered  during  llic  Kcvi^nteonih  These  rings  cast  a  deep  shallow  ufion   the 

ceatury,  by  Huygens  and  Ca.«sini ;  anJ  tho  sixth  planet,  which  proves  that  they  are  not  shinini 

and  seventh  were  discove'ed  hy  Dr.  Her!<ch-1,  in  Jlui'lM,  but  composed  of  tolid  maiter.     They  ap- 

I78d,  eoon  afijir  his  large  firty  feet  rellec'ing  pear  to  be  iiosseAsed  of  a  highi*r  reflective  power 

telescope  was  construc'ed.     These  mo<>ns.  and  than  the  suifiice  of  Saturn;   as  the   light   n-- 

ftleo  those  which  accompany  Jiipifer,  are  rsti-  flitcted  by  them  is  m'>rc  brilliant  than   that   <>t* 

inatetl  to  he  not  les.<  than  the  earth  in  maguitude,  the  planet.     On>;  obvious  use  of  this  douI>!e  ring 

and  are  found,  like  our  m<>on,  to  revolve  romid  i;*.  to  reflect  light  upon  the  planet,  in  the  ai»»eiir4; 

tbair  atis  in  the  same  time  in  whidi  they  revolve  of  the  sun  ;  what  other  purposes  it  may  be   in- 

cVmC  their  reapective  primaries.  tended  to  subserve,  in  the  system  of  Saturn,  is, 

JKnfV  f^  JSatwm. — ^The  most  extraordinary  at  present,  to  lu  unknown.    Themn  iiluminatei 
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•m  wn  hour,  u  1  ■  Mt,  which  i>  u  (he  lUa  rf  t 

fKirthy  or  ihr  niajriiy  <i  Itw  DiTim  &■«■•  <i 

ihcniuiiil  mU.-<  ill  »  luhwc,  -r  snT-'ifht  lim* 

■Hifirtihinihcnnli'.Bixt^r.     Wh-n  .i.«d 

iii|>ol>w»  lea<l  in  lr>  owHwlr  thkt  the  iMufM 

rf  th.  •.m,  tin  ,m~>  will  .(.p-tr  tike  «,i>t  lural. 

a[Jrn.tiJ  ohjof-n  ennnw-.-J  oi.h  ihi*  i.lanet  ■« 

UMH  >n:h«,  mMiAinf  nlunf  Lhe  ciDotiy  of  hu- 

not  eraled  n>er.4r  <■•  '■">!  'I^'i'  htli-  <■>  »M 

«n,fr™  Ihr  »<bTt>  to  ll«  ««l»ni  horiion  ; 

rorhi  aiul  barren  nnd>>  bin  Ihat  an  laBKaM 

re(-ion»,  to  enjoy  the  bgiin1»  kbJ  ig  nton  itil 

will  bg  Kdn  a«k«ned  aboul  (he  middle,  bj  Ihs 

•)iidn«,rs>lut>.* 

ring  of  Smiim.  when  Tiewrd  <hr«igh  ■  (ooif 

Then  ii  nn  othar  plax  io  (he  Kiltr  (yilen, 

on  each  liile  of  the  ,.lancC.  wi.h  a  dark  ipKrral 

iplendid  ud  mejinfici'iK  ol^Ii,  aa  that  of  S>- 

bet-ecq  the  inlerior  cats  of  the  rim  and  the 

lum.     The  *ari<Hi>  U|«:ti  uf  hii  aeien  nunna, 

conrci  body  of  Saturn;  urliich   is  mein:  ta  in 

«io  riling  ib-iva  ihe  lioriion,  whilo  another  i) 

Vfhtn  ila  ou(er  edge  ii  lucned  direcllT  liioal* 

dnrk  stripe  acroai  the  iJiA  oT  Ihn  (ilinel.    IH 

vlewnf  tlic»pi««rance""lilrii  the  nn«uiif  mooiia 
ntsilumwlireihllili.lnccntlnriies.nlnut  mid- 

nhenonirnon  happem  nnra  eTrrr  firi>«i  Tcan^ 

.,_,.._ ^ ,  „  „__. TV  pfcmrt   /fewlW.— Thia 

nonnrrcmtilaeqiiator.   The  aiiiilB  on  (iie  n'uSr  i<  alio  Knoirn  hy  the  namea  of  ihi  Gnrc^n 

|iMiotUi«niiine_p«aaBU  Ihe  •hallow  otihoiioiiriit     b.j„.    .»j    ft, ...,.    _..   j,___ i  i_  rb 

baun.   Tli*iliadle»wmapiK«loii»TepiidHa7  ""'"l  ™     .  ^V?' .^^  "^^       .  i   '^ 

W(ktn«>atk*MnUi«^P?nch«.    *  ~~^  i&ncM  <■  lb*  IS<h  Mink,  1781.    b  ■•  te 
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It  planet  firom  the  tun,  that  baa  yet  exist  in  the  immenae  interral  of  87  millions  of 

ored ;  being  remofed  at  no  leaa  than  miles  between  Mercurj  and  the  Sun.f    These 

»  of  jiilea  from  that  luminarj,  vriiicb  (if  any  exist)  can  be  detected  only  by  a  scries  of 

times  &rdter  than  the  earth  is  from  (2ay  o6«ervafi0iM|  made  with  equatorial  tele&coi>t*s ; 

distance  so  great,  that  a  cannon  ball,  as  th^  could  not  be  supposed  to  be  seen,  after 

le  rmie  of  480  miles  an  hour,  would  sunset,  on  account  of  their  proxiniily  to  the  sun. 

in  400  years.     Its  diameter  is  about  Five  primury^  planets,  and  eight  tecowiaricB, 

s ;  and,  of  course,  it  is  about  eighty  have  been  discovRred  within  the  last  42  years  ; 

r  titan  the  earth.     It  appears  liko'  a  and,  therefore,  we  have  no  reason  to  conclude, 

sixth  magnitude ;  but  can  seldom  be  that  all  the  bodies  belongmg  to  our  system  have 

rd  by  the  naked  eye.    It  takes  about  yet  been  detected,  till  every  region  of  the  heavens 

id  a  half  to  complete  its  revolution  be  more  fully  explored. 

sun;  and,  though  it  is  the  slowest  Cornels.— Besides  tlie    planetary  globes  to 

y  in  the  system,  it  moves  at  the  rate  which  I  have  now  adverted,  there  is  a  class  of 

ties  an  hour.    As  the  degree  of  sen-  celestial  bodies  which  occasiondly  appear  in  the 

I  any  planet  does  not  appear  to  de-  heavens,  to  which  the  name  of  cometM  has  been 

ther  on  its  nearness  to  the  sun,  the  given.     They  are  distinguished  firom  the  other 

)  of  this  planet  may  be  as  mild  as  celestial  bodies,  by  their  ruddy  appearance,  and 

obtuns  in  the  most  genial  climate  of  by  a  long  train  of  light,  called  the  tailj  which 

The  diameter  of  the  sun,  as  seen  aometimea  extends  over  a  considerable  portion  of 

lel,  is  little  more  than  the  apparent  the  heavens,  and  which  ii  so  transparent,  that 

Venus,  as  seen  by  the  naked  eye ;  the  stars  may  be  seen  through  it.    The   uil  is 

It  which  it  receives  from  that  lumi-  always  directed  to  that  part  of  the  heavens  which 

)  times  less  tlian  what  we  experience ;  is  opposite  to  the  sun,  and  increases  in  size  as  it 

portion  is  found  by  calculation  to  be  approaches  him,  and  is  a^in  gradually  dimi- 

effect  which  wouM  be  produced  by  niabed,  as  the  comet  flies  off  to  the  more  distant 

full  moons ;  and,  in  the  absence  of  regians  of  space.    Their  apparent  magnitude  is 

re -are  air  moona  which  reflect  light  veiy  different :  sometimes  they  appear  only  of 

stant  planet,  all  of  which  were  dis-  the  bigness  of  the  fised  stars  ;  at  other  times 

twise  by  Dr.  Herschel.    Small  as  the  they  equal  the  diameter  of  Venus  ;  and  some- 

if  light  is,  which  this  planet  receives  times  they  have  appeared  nearly  as  large  as  the 

1,  it  is  easy  to  conceive,  that  beings  moon.     They  traverse  the  heavens  in  all  direc- 

Doan,  placed  on  the  surface  of  this  tions,  and  cross  the  orbits  of  the  planets.    When 

a  sliglit  modification  of  their  organs  examined  through  a  telescope,  they  appear  to 

light  be  made  to  perceive  objects  with  consist  of  a  dark  central  nucleus,  surrounded  by 

I  and  distinctness  even  superior  to  a  dense  atmosphere,  or  mass  of  vapours.    They 

in  do.    We  have  only  to  suppose,  have  been  ascertained  to  move  in  long  narrow 

atorhas  formed  their  eyes  with /nqn&  efi^Mst  or  ooob,  around  the  sun  ;  some  of  them, 

i  much  larger  expansion  than  ours ;  on  their  nearest  approach  to  him,  having  been 

lued  their  re^na  with  a  much  greater  within  a  million  of  miles  of  his  centre  ;  and  then 

rvous  sensibility.     At  all  events,  we  fly  ofF  to  a  region  several  thousands  of  millions 

ssured,  that  He  who  has  phused  sen-  of  miles  distant.    When  near  the  sun,  they  move 

(  in  any  region,  has,  by  laws  with  with  amaxing  velocity.      The  velocity  of  the 

re  partly  unacquainted,  adapted  the  comet  which  appeared  in  1 680,  according  to  Sir 

of  the  inhabitant  to  the  nature  of  Isaac  Newton's  calculation,  was  eight  hundred 

on.  and  eighty  thousand  miles  an  hour.     They  ap- 
pear to  be  bodies  of  no  great  density,  and  their 
id  amazing;  must  the  difference  be, 

I  dull  planet  an.l  bright  Mercury ;  » ,j^g  Author,  some  years  a«o,  described  a  method 

f^^«ii'Vi^^^u!lii»^if^'  by  which  the  planets  (If  any)  within  the  orbit  of 

S»^»S^S^f.\  ?,  rfilt^rS^  •  Mercury,  may  he  .ilsrovered  In  the  day-tUnc.  by 

i^H-n^^^Jii^firKf-S^ii  tK«irinf  »  >"«*»»«  0^  *  »*"P»o  coutTlvance  for  micrroptlng  the 

»vldencc,  all- wise,  has  fl  xed  theU^Jot.  ^^1,^,  ^y,  and  by  the  frt^uent  application,  by  a  num- 

iuuear  «  mnvrrwc  ^^  (,f  oiiserven,  of  iM>wcrfUI  telescopes,  to  a  certam 

portum  of  the  sky,  In  the  vicinity  of  the  sun.     The 

•tial  elobes  which  I  have  now  de-  details  of  this  plan  have  not  ytn.  been  published ;  but 

.n  .k-  ^i.-..t.  »k;^k  .«.  .t  tirAMnf  the  reader  will  see  thorn  alluded  to  In  No.  V.  of  the 

aU  the  planets  which  are  at  present  Ej^^burgh  Philosophical  Journal,  for  July  1890,  p. 

ilong  to  the  solar  system.     It  is  pro-  191. 

ther  planetary  bodies  may  yet  be  dis-  J  A  prinuiry  plsnet  is  that  which  revolves  round 

.L       u-.      r  o  .           A-a^m^  the  Sim  as  a  centre  ;  as  Mars,  Jupiter,  and  Saturn, 

ween  the  orbits  ot  Saturn  and  tier-  ^  »tcondary  planet  Is  one  which  revolves  roimd  a 

van  far  beyond  the  orbit  of  the  latter ;  primary  planet  as  Its  centre  ;  as  the  Moon,  ;md  the 

.1.^  ny«*  •■Mn../^K.kU  tk>t  nlanMra  mav  Satellites  of  Jupitcr  and  8atum.    The  primary  pla- 

liso  not  unprobable  that  planets  may  ^^^  ^^  dlstUipUshed  fh)m  the  fixed  stars  hj  the 

steadiness  of  their  light ;  not  hai^ug  a  tioinHlHg^ 

•  Bee  Note,  pa<e  n.  appaaiance,  as  the  stars  ezhilA. 

IS 
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size  tddom  exceeds  that  of  the  moon.  The 
length  of  ihe  tailH  of  some  comets  has  be<'D  esti- 
mated at  fifty  roiUions  of  milm.  According  to 
Dr.  Heritchel's  computations,  the  solid  nucleus 
or  central  part  of  the  comet  which  appeared  in 
1811,  was  only  428  miles  in  diameter  ;  but  the 
real  diameter  of  the  head,  or  nebulous  portion 
of  the  comet,  he  computed  to  be  about  127  thou- 
sand mih'M.  The  lenglli  of  its  tail  he  computed 
10  bo  above  one  hundred  millions  of  miles,  and 
its  breadth  nearly  fifteen  millions.  It  was  near- 
oHt  to  tlie  earth  on  the  11  ih  of  October,  when  its 
distance  was  113  millions  of  miles.  The  num- 
ber of  comets  which  have  occasionally  been  seen 
within  tlie  limits  of  our  system,  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  Christian  era,  is  idiout  500, 
of  which  the  paths  or  orbits  of  98  have  been  cal- 
culated. 

As  these  bodies  cross  the  paths  of  the  planets 
in  every  direction,  there  is  a  jtnssibility,  that 
some  of  them  might  strike  against  the  eartli  in 
their  approach  to  the  sun  ;  and,  were  this  to 
happen,  the  consequences  would  be  awful  beyond 
description.  But  we  may  rest  assured  that  that 
Almighty  Being  who  at  6rst  launched  them  into 
existence,  directs  all  their  motions,  however 
complicated  ;  and  that  the  earth  ^all  remain  se- 
cure against  all  such  concussions  from  celestial 
Agents,  till  the  purposes  of  his  moral  government 
in  this  world  shall  be  fully  accomplished.  What 
regions  these  bodies  visit,  when  Uiey  pass  beyond 
the  limits  of  our  view  ;  upon  wliat  errands  they 
are  sent,  when  they  again  revisit  the  central 
parts  of  our  system ;  what  is  the  difference  in 
their  physical  constitution,  from  that  of  the  sun 
and  plaiiets  ;  and  what  important  ends  they  are 
destined  to  accomplish,  in  the  economy  of  the 
universe,  are  inquiries  which  natiu-ally  arise  in 
the  min<l,  but  which  surpass  the  limited  fiowers 
of  the  human  understaiiJini;;  at  present  to  deter- 
mine. Of  this,  however,  we  may  rest  assured, 
that  they  were  not  created  in  vain  ;  that  they 
aubsene  pur^toses  worthy  of  the  infinite  Creator  ; 
and  that  wherever  he  has  exerted  his  power, 
there  also  he  manifests  his  wisdom  and  bene- 
ficence.* 

Such  is  a  {rencral  outline  of  the  leadini;  facts 
connected  with  that  system  of  which  we  form  a 
part.  Though  the  ener^ries  of  divine  power  had 
never  been  exerted  beyond  ihe  limits  of  this  sys- 
tem, it  would  remain  an  eternal  monnraent  of  the 
wisdom  and  omnipotence  of  its  Author.     Indc- 

•  A  mmoi  has  lately  l»een  ihsrovereil,  whose  i»erl- 
■o-liiMl  fi^viilutiuii  Is  UmthX  ii)  W.  only  ?  year<  .iml  107 
«lii>>.  At  Its  ::ri'atosi  ltl^la^^*r•  frmn  the  urn,  It  Is 
wiitiiii  thf  firhtt  of  Jupiter,  ami  it  txibsesM'K  this 
)K«-iili.ir  ilvkiitaeofor  i>l(«i*rvatiun.  that  it  wlH  l»e- 
come  vmhliMrn  un,,  simhirtr  thn.i- \i  .irs.  It  was 
lattt  M'fH  m  June.  I»i«,  by  the  a>tniniiinrrs  in  the 
observatory  iirp.iramaTta,Nrw  Hnlliiiil,  l»  ]ioRltiond 
ver>'  iirar  t«i  those  which  ha*!  l»oeii  inv\  iously  eah'U- 
late<1  by  Mr  Enke.  It  is  pn^lMblv,  that  thr  ol)jicrva- 
Uons  which  maj  hereafter  be  inaMe  on  tlils  comet, 
wUllMAtOBlondaflnltc  and  accurate  vlewK  of  the 

loTtlMie  slnifular  bodies. 


pendent  of  the  sun,  which  is  like  a  vast  ucivn 
in  itself,  and  of  the  nunMrroua  comets  whickw 
continually  traversing  ii«  distant  rrgioos,  iic» 
tains  a  mass  of  material  ezislrnce,  arraapd  ■ 
the  most  beautiful  order,  tivo  thousand  fifeh» 
dred  times  larger  than  our  ^obe.  Fraa  M 
obsertations,  there  ia  the  sirun^st  rcasos  a 
conclude,  that  the  sun.  along  with  all  iLii art 
assemblage  of  Intdies,  is  carried  throvcfa  tbci^ 
gions  of  tlie  univrnw,  towards  aoma  distant  patf 
of  space,  or  around  socue  wide  rirciunfer— cf,< 
the  rate  of  more  than  sixty  thousand  oain  ■ 
hour ;  and  if  so,  it  is  highly  probable,  if  nol  i^ 
sulutely  certain,  that  we  shall  never  again oo» 
py  that  portion  vfabaolutt  *paee,  ihnw^  vtadi 
we  are  this  moment  passing,  during  all  thea^ 
ceeding  ages  of  elemny. 

Such  a  glorious  systirm  must  have  bM 
brought  into  existence,  to  subserve  purpoRi 
worthy  of  the  infinite  wisdoni  and  beoipTukas 
of  the  Creator.  To  supiwae  that  the  dvm 
globes,  of  which  it  is  conipooed,  with  theL-  wt 
nificent  apparatus  of  rings  and  moons,  am 
created  merely  fur  the  purpose  of  aflbrdiafi 
few  astronomers,  in  these  latter  times,  a  pccpi 
them  through  their  glanes,  would  be  inconiiMWi 
with  every  principle  of  reason ;  and  wouU  b 
charging  Him,  who  is  the  source  of  wiadSi 
with  conduct  whicii  we  would  pronouocs  to  b 
folly  in  the  sons  of  men.  Since  it  appeaff,* 
far  as  our  observation  extends,  that  matter  niM 
solely  for  the  5ake  of  sensitive  and  intelligcsfb> 
ings,  and  that  the  Creator  made  nothing  in  na; 
it  is  a  conclusion  to  which  we  are  nutisirilf 
ltd,  that  the  planetary  globes  are  inhabited  1^ 
various  orders  of  intellectual  beings,  whopvfr 
cipaie  in  the  bounty,  and  celebrate  the  glory  d 
their  Creator. 

When  this  idea  is  taken  into  con4ideraticio,il 
gives  a  striking  emphasis  to  such  sublime  dK^ 
rations  of  the  sacred  vnKjine  as  these:— **AB 
nations  before  him  are  as  nothing — He  sitMk 
upon  the  circle  of  the  earth,  and  the  in)id»itii9 
thereof  are  as  grasf^hoppers — The  natiuw  are  • 
the  drop  of  a  buckrt — All  the  inhabitants  of  tb 
world  are  rrjnttetl  as  nothing^  in  his  sight;  and  b 
doth  according  to  his  will  in  tlie  army  cf  heavtSi 
and  am«mg  the  inhabitants  tif  the  earth — TVi 
hant  made  hi*aven,  and  the  heaven  of  bearesi^ 
with  nil  their  ho^t ;  and  thou  prcAervestibmiii; 
and  the  htitt  nf  heaven  icvr^^ijteth  Oue—Vnim  I 
consider  thy  heavens,  wtuitia  man^  that  thou  at 
mindful  of  him!"  If  the  race  of  Adam  were  tb> 
princijial  intelligerKes  in  the  universe  of  GoA 
such  passages  would  b<'  &tripiie<l  of  all  their  sub 
limity,  would  degenerate  into  mere  hyperboksi 
and  be  alini«t  wiihout  meaning.  If  man  «cn 
the  only  rational  being  who  inliabited  the  SMi^ 
rial  world,  as  some  arntnantly  imagine,  it  vooU 
be  no  wonder  at  all,  that  Gixi  sliould  be  **niia^ 
ful  of  him;*'  nor  could  "  all  the  inhabitants i' 
this  world,**  with  any  propriety,  be  comparvd  • 
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**  a  drup  of  «  bucket^'*    and  be    "  reputed  as  tboee  immenv  luminous  bodies  usoally  denoiui- 

■olhlDf  in  his  sight."    Such  declarations  would  nated  thejixed  ttarn.     The  nearest  slurs  are,  on 

W  eontrary  to  fitct,  if  this  supposition  were  ad-  good  grounds,  concluded  to  be  at  least  twenty  biU 

Milted  ;  for  it  assumes  that  man  holds  the  prind'  lion*  of  miles  distant  from  our  globe — a  distance 

ptd  station  in  the  visible  universe.     The  expre»-  through  which  Ught  (the  swiftest  body  in  nature) 

»10P1     "  The  heavens,  the  heaven  of  heavens,"  could  not  travel  in  the  space  of  three  years ;  and 

Uk)  *'  the  ho>st  of  heaven  worshipping  God,"  which  a  ball,  moving  at  the  rate  of  500  miles  an 

trould  also,  oo  this  supposition,  degenerate  into  hour,  would  not  traverse  in  four  millions  fivo 

•omething  q>proftching  to  mere  inanity.     These  hundred  thousand  years,  or  750  times  the  period 

expressions,  if  they  signify  any  thing  tliat  is  wor-  which  has  elapsed  since  the  Mosaic  creation. — 

ihy  of  an  inspired  teacher  to  communicate,  evi-  But  how  far  they  may  be  placed  beyoiul  ihi.sdi:i- 

4«nlly  imply,  that  the  universe  is  vast  and  exten-  tance,  no  astronomer  will  pretend  to  determine. 

*,  beyond  the  range  t.f  human  comprehension  The  following  consideration  will  prove,  to  those 

that  it  is  peopled  with  myriads  of  inhabitants  unacquainted  with  the  nrathematical  principles 

llwt  these  inhabitants  are  possessed  of  intel-  of  astronomy,  that  the  stars  are  placed  at  an  im- 

nctual  natnres,  capable  of  appreciating  the  per-  measurable  distance.     When  Uiey  are  viewed 

fceiioiui  of  their  Creator — and  that  they  pay  him  through  a  telescope  which  magnifies  objtK^ts  a 

a  tribute  of  rational  adoration.    *'  The  host  of  thousand  times,  they  appear  no  larger  than  to 

beaTen  wonhippetb  thee."  So  that  the  language  the  naked  eye;  which  circumstance  shows,  that 

of  acriptureis  not  only  consistent  with  the  doc-  though  we  were  placed  at  the  thousandth  part  of 

liine  of  a  plurality  of  worlds,  but  evidently  sup-  the  distance  from  them  at  which  we  now  are, 

their  existence  to  all  the  extent  to  which  they  would  still  appoar  only  as  so  many  shining 


science  can  carry  us.  However  vast  the  poinia;  for  we  should  still  be  distant  from  the 
■aWerie  now  appears— -however  numerous  the  nearest  of  them,  twenty  thousand  millions  of 
worlds  and  systems  of  worlds,  which  may  exist  miles  :  or,  in  other  words,  were  we  transported 
whhin  ita  boundless  range-^he  language  of  several  thousands  pf  millions  of  miles  from  the 
acripture  is  sufficiently  comprehensive  and  sub-  spot  we  now  occupy,  though  their  numbers  would 
Ume,  to  express  all  the  emotions  which  naturally  appear  exceedingly  increased,  they  would  apf>ear 
iriae  in  the  mind,  when  contemplating  its  struo-  no  larger  than  they  do  from  our  present  station  ; 
tore  a  characteristic  which  will  apply  to  no  and  we  behooved  to  be  carriuil  forward  thousands 
acbor  book,  or  pretended  revelation.  And  tliis  of  millions  of  miles  further  in  a  long  succession, 
ideration  shows  not  only  the  harmony  which  before  their  disks  appeared  to  expand  into  larjio 
iits  between  the  discoveries  of  revelation  circles,  like  the  moon.  Dr.  Herschcl  viewed 
the  discoveries  of  science,  but  also  forms  by  the  stars  with  telescopes,  magnifying  m  thmii' 
ilMlf  a  strong  presumptive  evidence,  that  the  »and  timet,  yet  they  si  ill  appeared  only  as  bril- 
raeords  of  the  Bible  are  aullientic  and  divine.'*'  liant  points,  without  any  sensible  diskji,  or  in- 
Vast  H  the  solar  system,  ,we  have  now  been  crease  of  diameter.  This  circumstance  incon- 
aootemplating,  may  appear,  it  is  but  a  mere  tesiably  proves  the  two  following  things : — 
point  in  the  map  of  creation.  To  a  spectator  1.  That  the  stars  are  luminou*  bodieit,  which 
phwsed  in  one  of  the  stars  of  the  seventh  magni-  shine  by  their  own  native  light ;  otherwise  >hey 
lade,  not  only  the  glories  of  this  world,  and  the  could  not  be  perceived  at  such  vast  distances. 


resplendent  scenes  of  the  planet  Saturn,  2.  That  they  are  bodies  of  cui  immense  size,  not 

kut  erea  the  sun  himself  would  entirely  disip-  inferior   to  the  sun ;  and  many  of  them,  it  is 

pear,  as  if  he  were  blotted  out  of  existence,  probable,  far  exceed  that  luminary  in  bulk  and 

**  Were  the  sun,"  says  Mr.  Addison,  "  which  ^lendour. 

enlightens  this  part  of  the  creation,  with  all  the  The  stars,  on  account  of  the  difference  in  their 

boat  of  the  planetary  worlds  that  move  about  him,  apparent  magnitudes,  have  been  distributed  into 

atterly  extinguished  and  annihilated,  they  would  several  classes  or  orders.    Tho^e  which  appear 

■OC  be  missed  by  an  eye  that  could  take  in  the  largest  are  called  stars  of  the  fir»t  magnitude  ; 

whole  compass  of  nature,  more  than  a  grain  of  next  to  those  in  lustre,  stars  of  the  second  mag- 

aud  upon  the  seashore.     The  space  they  poe-  nitude,  and  so  on  to  stars  of  the  sixth  magnitude, 

aaaa  is  ao  exceedingly  little,  in  comparison  of  the  which  are  the  smallest  that  can  be  distinguished 

whole,  that  it  would  scarce  make  a  blank  in  ere-  by  the  naked  eye.  Stars  of  the  7th,  8th,  9th,  lOih, 

■tion."  &c.  magnitudes,  which  cannot  be  seen  by  the 

The  JPiatd  Stan.— When  we  pass  from  the  naked  eye,  are  distinguished  by  the  name  of  <e/e- 

planetary  system  to  other  regions  of  creation,  tcopic  stars.  Not  more  than  a  thousand  stars  can 

we  hare  to  traverse,  in  imagination,  a  space  so  be  distinguished  by  the  naked  eye,  in  the  clearest 

hBBMoae,  that  it  has  hitherto  baffled  all  the  ef-  winter's  night ;  but,  by  means  of  the  telescope, 

iirts  of  acienee  to  determine  its  extent.    In  these  millions- have  been  discovered.    (Seep.   II.) 

and  immeasurable  spaces,  are  placed  And,  as  it  is  probable  that  by  far  the  greater 

part  lie  beyond  the  reach  of  the  best  glasses  which 

*  8oa  Appendix,  No.  YL  bava  been  or  ever  will  be  oonstructad  by  man — 


\ 


•HI!  or  nuj  huddnA  of  duuntidi  of  Mn. —     uid  inlcIJijeK*  of  Ihu  ilatun 


aij  16  <<..(»«  long  ud  !  broul,  which  «xi- 

lempu  to  dwell  on  ihii  niluecl 

diiliiKtlt  counled  ;  and  h«  luipecied  (wire  mi 

n*  limita  of  iu  prexiil  Ikeol 

tnui;  mate,  which,  for  oini  Drnifficiait  li(h(  in 

ihepoweraof.Knph.lo  «. 

hiilslaKope,h«n<>onlrnow>»iaHn.    Mors 

more  exptn.iva  fli^.^iwo  ih 

ihFM,>Ddrbtineij  down  lo  thi> 

tiin  M  fflUi;  ittn  u  Ibi  Milk;  Wi;,  Kvenl 

a..lion,il<:.»a.lye«bin..  i 

hundndi  <4-  milliDn  oT  U>n  iiKKl  «!»,  CTm 

wiihin  Ih«l  poiliGO  of  th<  lw.«™  which  li« 

Ood  ?-are.l  i*  uur  Lord,  ami 

•olloua  era  diY  worhi,  Lord  C 

nrtow  ckniiTH  m  occsiiorally  Mking  plKe  in 

Whorjuiuttrrl^uBiiJUVMI. 

ilK  KfiMii  ofihe  uiri.     Scxral  iian  ha*e  ■!•- 

can  ihow  Ibtih  all  hi*  praiir  ^> 

purod  fur  a  whils   b  iho  h«ttii»,  ud   Uwn 

Allar  what  hai  ben  nvii'  rii 

•■■lishcd    Ihm  Iho   •ight.     Sod.0  itan  which 

Ihe  leading  bc»  of  aetroa.<nr,i 

wore  in»wn  lo  tha  uicienu,  csnnol  now  l»  diiu 

1...  lo^HieDd  lioK  k.  euieanH 

cnvrrrd;  nnd   >lan  grs  imw   diilinrll^  liiiUi, 

mittnl,  Ihal  all  the''hu|r  gliJjri 

h»e   g»du«1l;  iiKraued   in   brilliincy,  while 

oiaqua  mailer,  <o  which  wah. 

olhtn  hive  hcHi  CHHUMl;  dininidiing  in  lu.Irr. 

CerMin  KUJ.  lo  tho  number  of  15,  or  upnirdi, 

counael  aod   eicrllcnt  in  wnrkii 

■n  urwttined  lo  hare  >  periodical  incnue  Mnd 

part  ofihe  dnniToioai  il  IhW  ai 

"  wh<«e  kingdom  n>lt!<h  om  al 

lion  lo  Iho  greal  ot.j<^l  .(  our 

1u;te,  tnd  nxnetinKi  illogalhtr  dlBpiiearing  Id 

Ihal  it  i;  of  DO  imjHininra  in 

Iho  i»koJ  eye.     Ilii-oap^ra,   IhU  chinr* 

l)iTinilj.«helhcrw»c™eire 

ciroumnribed  within   iha  limi 

luger   nabulr,   u>d   ih.i   nmny  nohuls  of  ihii 

Ihan  U,000  milH,  or  aa  embi 

ubJecuaTx»ndiuinlhi*>uUiii 

Iho  Dohuln  rf  dia  milky  wnj.     Thaia  chugH 

THIoparuion.   ue  conllnnjlj- going  on  in  ih. 
diiunl   regioni  of  cretlion,  under  ihe   lupano- 
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J,  and  tho  insiguificoncy  of  those  riches  now  specified,  if  there  1m  viy  meaniDg  in  lan- 

)urs  to  which  amhittous  men  aspire  with  gua^e. 

labiiur  and  anjr'«ty  of  mind — to  demiin-  That  the  great  body  of  professed  Christians 
e  glory  and  magnificence  uf  God's  uni-  areatisolule  strangers  to  the  sublime  sentiments 
ingdora — to  cunvince  us  of  the  intinilo  which  a  serious  coatemplation  of  tlie  heavens  in- 
of  varied  felicity  which  he  has  in  hi^  spires,  must  be  owing,  in  part,  to  the  minds  of 
» communicate  to  hoty  intelli  cnces — to  Christian  parmts  and  teachers  not  laving  been 
4tr  hopes  of  the  s|>l«iidoijrs  of  that  "  ex-  directed  to  such  subject,  or  to  the  views  they  en- 
great  and  eternal  weight  of  glory"  which  tertain  respecting  tlie  reluiion  of  such  contempla- 
bt  upon  the  spirits  of  good  men,  when  tions  to  the  ul>jects  of  religion.  In  conmiuni- 
s  from  this  region  of  mortality — and  to  eating  religious  instructions  in  re&rence  to  ih» 
IS  to  aspire  with  more  lively  ardour  after  attributes  ofGod,  the  heavens  aro  seldom  referred 
venly  world,  where  the  glories  of  the  to,  except  in  such  a  Tague  and  iiidehnite  manner 
mJ  the  magnificence  of  his  works  will  be  as  can  produce  no  deep  nor  vivid  impression  on 
tarly  unioided.  the  mind ;  and  many  pious  jiersons,  whose  views 
n,  such  be  the  eflfects  which  the  objects  have  been  confined  to  a  narrow  ran{;e  of  objects, 
lomy  have  a  tendency  to  produce  on  a  de-  have  been  disposed  to  declaim  against  such  stu- 
,  enlightened  mind---to  call  in  question  dies,  as  if  they  had  a  tendency  to  engender  pride 
riety  of  exhibiting  such  views  in  religious  and  self-conceit,  and  as  if  tliey  were  even  dan- 
oas,  or  in  the  course  of  religious  mstruc-  gerous  to  the  interetvts  of  religion  and  piety, 
ild  be  an  approoch  to  im^HOty,  and  an  How  very  different  were  the  feelings  and  the 
lo  cover  with  a  veil  llie  most  illustrious  conduct  of  the  sacred  writers  !  They  call  upon 
displays  of  divine  glory.  It  fumu  a  every  one  ofGod's  intelligent  ofiifpring  to  *' stand 
evidence  of  the  depravity  of  man,  as  well  still,  and  consider  tho  wo.idrous  works  of  the 
want  of  true  taste,  and  of  a  discernment  Most  High  ;"  and  describe  the  profound  emo- 
is  excellent,  that  the  grandeur  of  the  noc-  tions  of  piety  which  the  contemplation  of  them 
avens,  and  the  perfections  of  Deity  they  produced  on  their  own  minds;  '*  Lift  up  your 
,  are  beheld  with  so  much  apathy  and  eyes  on  high  and  behold !  Who  hath  created 
Dce  by  the  bulk  of  mankind.  Though  these  things !  The  heavens  declare  the  glory  of 
ivens  declare  the  glory  of  God,*'  in  the  God,  and  the  firmament  showeth  his  handy-work 
iom  and  impressive  language,  adapted  — When  I  consider  thy  heavens,  the  work  of 
mprehension  of  every  kindred  and  every  thy  fingers,  the  moon  and  tlie  stars  which  thou 
t  *'  a  brutish  man  knoweth  not,  neither  hast  ordained— what  is  man  that  thou  art  mind- 
bol  understand  this."  They  can  gaze  ful  of  him,  and  the  son  of  man  that  thou  vbitest 
se  resplendent  orbs  with  as  little  emo-  him !  Thou,  even  thou,  art  Lord  alone ;  thou 
he  ox  that  feeds  on  tho  grass,  or  as  the  hast  made  heaven,  and  the  heaven  of  heavens, 
a  drags  their  carcasses  along  in  their  with  all  their  host;  and  thou  pre«ervest  them  all; 
They  have  even  attempted  to  ridicule  and  the  hosts  of  heaven  worehip  thee.  All  the 
ice  of  the  heavens,  to  caricature  tliose  gods  of  tho  nations  are  idols  ;  but  the  Lord  made 
1  devoted  themselves  to  such  studies,  and  the  heaoena :  Honour  and  Majesty  are  before  him. 
vith  an  indifference,  mingled  with  con-  Jehovah  hath  prepared  hia  throne  in  the  heavens: 
le  most  august  productions  of  Omni po-  and  his  kingdom  ruleth  over  all.  Sing  praises 
Such  persons  must  be  considered  as  rx-  unto  God,  ye  kingdonw  of  the  earth,  to  him  that 
lemselves  to  that  divine  denunciation —  rideth  on  Uie  heaven  of  heavens.  Ascribe  ye 
se  they  regard  not  the  works  of  Jeho.^ah,  power  to  our  God  ;  for  his  strength  is  in  the 
onsider  the  operations  of  his  hands,  he  heavens.  Praise  him  for  his  mighty  acts,  praise 
roy  them  and  not  build  them  up."  If  him  aeeordmg  to  kU  exedlent  greainen."  If  we 
;ture  of  the  heavens,  and  the  immensity  would  enter,  with  spirit,  into  such  elevated  strains 
and  beings  they  contain,  were  intended  of  piety,  we  must  not  content  ourselves  with 
reator  to  adumbrate,  in  some  measure,  a  psssing  and  vacant  stare  at  the  orbs  of  heaven, 
ibie  perfections,  and  to  produce  a  sub-  as  if  they  were  only  so  many  brilliant  etude  fbced 
awful  impression  on  all  created  intelli-  in  the  canopy  of  the  sky;  but  must  *'  conaider^* 
'sec  pp.  22,  26, 28,)  it  must  imply  a  high  them,  with  fixed  attention,  in  all  the  lights  in 
f  disrespect  to  the  Divinity  wilftiUy  to  which  revelation  and  science  have  exhibited 
these  astonishing  scenes  of  Power  and  them  to  our  view,  if  we  wish  to  praise  God  for 
ice.  Ii  is  not  a  matter  of  mere  taste  or  his  mighty  works,  and  "  oecoreb'ng^  to  fus  esKel' 
whether  or  not  we  direct  our  thoughts  lent  greatneee.**  And,  for  this  purpose,  the  con- 
suhjects,  but  an  imperative  duty  to  elusions  deduced  by  those  who  have  devoted 
e  are  frequently  directed  in  the  word  of  themselves  to  celestial  investigations,  ought  to 
e  uiilful  ne^fec<  of  which,  where  there  be  presented  lo  the  view  of  the  intelligent  Chris- 
KMrtunity  of  attending  to  it,  must  subject  tian,  that  he  may  be  enabled  to  "  speak  of  the  glory 
1  that  is  inehided  in  the  thrMOening  of  Jelio?ah*s  kingdomi  and  lo  talk  of  his  power." 
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Having,  in  the  preceding  sketches,  consider-  investigations  of  phik»o(>her8  on  these  tcLjrcts, 

ably  exceeded  the  limits  originally  prescribed  we  learn  the  laws  by  which  the  great  bodies  tf 

for  this  department  of  ray  subject,!  am  reluc-  the  universe  are  directed  in  their  n»otions ;  the 

landy  compelled  to  despatch  the  remaining  sci-  laws  which  bind  together  the  diflerent  portions  cf 

ences  with  a  few  brief  notices.  matter  on  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  whick 

regulate  the  motions  of  aninial,  vegetable,  ssd 

RATUBAL  PHILOSOPHY.  inanimate  nature ;   and  the   principles  oo  wbicfa 

The  object  of  Nalural  Pkdofophy  is,  to  ob-  cranes,    mills,    wheel-carriages,    piie-eogiMs, 

aerve  and  describe  the  phenomena  of  the  mate-  threshing-machines,  and  other  engines,  are  coo* 

rial  universe,  with   a   view   to  discover   their  strucled ;  by  means   of  which,   man   has  bets 

causes,  and  the  laws  by  which  the  Almighty  di-  ensbled  to  accomplish  operaiiocis  far  beyond  the 

tacts  the  movements  of  all  bodies  in  lieaven  ani  limits  of  his  own  physical  powers, 

on  earth.    It  embraces  an  investigation  of  the  Without  a  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  notioe, 

laws  of  gravitation,  by  which  the  planets  are  di-  and  assistance  from  the  combined  efiects  of  the 

rected  in  their  motions — the  laws  by  which  wa-  mechanical  powers,  man  would  be  a  rery  limited 

ter,  air,  light,  and  heat  are  regulated,  and   the  being,  his  enjoyments  wouU  be  few,  and  his  ae- 

effects  they  produce  in  the  various  states  in  which  tive   energies  confined   within  a  very  narrow 

they  operat(^— the  nature  of  colours,  sounds,  elec-  range.     In  a  savage  state,  ignorant  of  manufat- 

tricity,  galvanism,  and  magnetism,  and  the  lawg  tures,  agriculture,  architecture,  navigation,  aod 

of  their  operation — the  causes  which  operate  in  the  other  arta  which  depend    upon  mechanical 

the  production  of  thunder,  lightning,  luminous  combinations,  he  is  exposed,  without  shelter,  to 

and  fiery  meteors,  hail,  rain,  snow,  dew,  and  the  inclemencies  of  the  season  ;  he  is  unaUe  to 

other  atmospherical  phenomena.      In  short,  it  transport  himself  beyond  seas   and  oceans,  to 

embraces  all  the  objects  of  Natural  History  for-  visit  other  climes  and  other  tribes  of  his  feUow 

merly  alluded  to,  with  a  new  to  ascertain  the  men ;  he  exists  in  the  desert,  comibrtiess  aad 

caosea  of  their   varied  appearances,  and  the  unimproved ;  the  fertile  soil,   over   which  be 

principles  that  operate  in  the  changes  to  which  roams,  ia  covered  with  thoma,  and  briers,  sad 

they  are  subject ;  or,  in  other  words,  the  laws  by  thickets,  for  the  haimt  of  beaata  of  prey  ;  his  en* 

which  the  diversified  f^enomena  of  universal  na-  joymeots  are  little  superior  to  thoae  of  tba  fioi, 

tore  are  produced  and  regulated.    One  subordi-  the  hyena,  and  the  elephant,  while  be  is  BNidk 

nate  ure  of  the  knowledge  derived  from  ihis  their  inferior  in  point  of 'agility  and   physical 

icience,  is,  to  enable  us  to  construct  all  those  roe-  strength.      But  when  philosophy  has  once  dt- 

dianical  engines  which  facilitate  human  labour,  monstrated  the  principles  of  mechanics,  and  id* 

and  increase  the  comforts  of  mankind,  and  all  troduced  the  practice  of  the  uselul  arts,  "  tbs 

those  instruments  which  tend  to  enlarge  our  views  wilderness  and  the  solitary  place  are  made  ^ad, 

of  the  operations  of  nature.     A  still  higher  and  and  the  desert  rejoices  and  blossoms  as ibe  rose." 

nobler  use  to  which  philosophy  is  subservient,  Cities  are  founded,  and  gradually  rise  to  Ofia- 

is,  to  demonstrate  the  wisdom  and  intelligence  lence  and  splendour;  palaces  and  temples  are 

of  the  Great  Fir^t  Cause  of  ail  things,  and  to  erected;   the  damp  cavern  and   tlie  rutb-boi^t 

enlarge  our  conceptions  of  the  admirable  con-  hut  are  exchanged  for  the  warm  and  comfortable 

irivance  and  design  which  appear  in  lh«  difTerent  ^apartments  of  a  substantial  mansion  ;  ships  are 

departments  of  universal  nature.  In  this  view,  it  built,  and  navigated  across  the  ocean  ;  the  irca- 

may  be  considered  as  forming  a  branch  of  JVafuro/  surcs  of  one  country  are  conveyed   to  anotber; 

7Vofeg3/,  or,  inotherwordif,  abranchof  thereli'  an  intercourse  is  carried  on  between  the  most 

gion  of  angels,  and  of  all  other  holy  intelligences,  distant  tribes  of  mankind  ;  commerce  flourishes, 

This  department  of  Natural  Science  has  ge-  and  machinery  of  all  kinds  is  erected,  for  (acili* 

nerally  been  divided  into  the  following  branches :  tating  human  labour,  and  promoting  the  enjoT- 

I.  Meehanics. — This   branch,  considered   in  menls  of  man.    And  when  the  principles  aod 

its  most  extensive  range,  includes  an  investiga-  the  practice  of  "pure  and   ondrfiled  rciifioo'* 

tion  of  the  general  properties  of  matter ;  such  as  accompany  tl.ese  physical  and  mechanical  ope> 

solidity,  extension,  divisibility,  motion,  attrac-  rations,  love  and  affection  diffuse  their  bcoifD 

tion,  and  repulsion — the  laws  of  gravitation,  and  influence  ;   the  prospect  brightens  as  years  roll 

of  central  forces,  as  they  appear  to  operate  in  on,  and  man   advances  with  pleasure  and  isK 

the  motions  of  the  celes^tial  bodies,  and  on  the  provement  to  the  scene  of  his  high  destination, 

surface  of  our  globe,  in  the  phenomena  of  falling  II.  HydroHcaie*  treats  otthepratmrt  aitdtftt- 

bodies,  the  motions  of  projectiles,  the  vibration  tibrium  offluid$.     From  the  experiments  whirli 

of  pendulums,  &c. — the  theory  of  machines,  the  have  been  made  in  this  branch  of  philosophji 

principles  on  which  their  energy  depends  ;  the  the  following  important  principles,  among  masj 

properties  of  the  mechanical  powers — the  ^eoer,  others  have  been  deduced  :— 

the  toheel  and  axle,  \he  pulley,  rhnine&fiedplaiMt  (].)  That  the  mrfhcf  of  all  waien  vMeh  hm* 

the  uxdge^  and  the  sereio— and  the  effects  result-  a  eommumeaHont  vMlat  Ouy  ar§  at  rval,  will  bt 

JDg  from  their  various  combinatioiii.    From  the  jMrfcef^  UmL     Tbii  principle  wiS  ba  wn 


HYDROSTATICS. 
oflheloOaw.     (Fi|.  1.)  it  olll  n 


It  A.  tl  u  00  ih 
;jpLe  Ihftl  wtler  ii  hoh  convfljed  mdi 
wl,  thr(Hi]th  con Juit  pipei,  utd  nuda  10  r' 
•a  lanl  H  iIm  fcuoUui  obmca  it  ii  dn>i 
cilj  of  Edinburgh, 


•  elhaJE 
mpplLnd  with 


ilDTlhanuTi 


the  bill,  along  Iha  ulirjuanl  pUi 
wsiUruiCB  of  ibn  cuUe,  wIkihx  il 

Loall  pariiofLha  citj.  U  lbs  poii 
I  lh«  Inval  al  lbs  ranrroir,  C  D  » 
K  pllin  dong  which  tha  wilnr  ii  coi 


i*g.  a: 


if^  t.  repnaenti  ihe  typhon,  il 
b  dapendi  Dpon  tba  pnaiure  ol 
a.     If  tbii  [iuiruiD.;nl  be  Gllect 

|cdca  Ihe  bolinm  ati  cuk,  or  olhar 
lining  Lha  unw  tiijuid,  tha  wilar  ntUL  run 
t  (hs  Innger  l«f ,  F,  till  lbs  Tataal  bn  smpliad, 

ur(u:e  at  Lbs  liquid.    On  Ihii  principle, 


-„  , ORirnj,  of  inttrmiJ^nt  a\ 

■bich  Soir  uiJ  I'.op  bjr  ragulur  sJtamuiani. 
(f.)  ^ny  fiunfi^  e/Jhiid,  howtve  imnl!. 


a  depandi  on  the  luighl  of  ibg 
idepeiulent  oTili  quuililj:  lor 
j  on  iu  peipeadiculu'  boigbl. 
I  uj  maiM  01  wvar  canTcfud  through  ■  very 
I  iin^  parjKudiculu  tuba,  of  grant  length,  n  very 
I     itrodg  hogihead  bu  bran  bvret  lo  piecei,  tnd 

■     On  Lbi»  prirtciple,  ilka  bydfotiaticprtu,  uid  other 

[     itrucled. 

(S^)  Kixry  bift^  vJucJi  in  heavitr  train  loutfr, 
r  Or  leJaeh  vtiii  in  U,  disptaca  mt  nuj/Ji  qf  theivatfi 
-     airuti/ualloEiubidk  itfthfbod^  hmpuntd  in  Vu 


ilcr.     Oolh 


:rownof  ibe  king  of  Sjr- 
erUad  by  the  wnilimen. 


•aighl 

buitiin  din  nol  eicaed  3t  or  3S  falL    On 
ama  prlneigila  ira  nawtrtKlBd  tha/wiWwa 


From  ihU  priociplo  wi , .^ ^ 

and  Ihtt  four  ptHiudj  of  cork  will  pre»erve  a  per- 
be  DHJ  raiiiBin  with  bit  hnd  emnplclolj  ibova 
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Stydrtgu^^  which  has  sometiines  been  treated  in  the  greatest  agotiics.    A  bell  runf  in  t&e  lainr 

as  a  distinct  department  of  mechanical  philoso-  situation  produces  no  sound  ;  ami  a  lightvd  owdlc 

|»hy,  may  be  considered  as  a  branch  ofhydro^ta-  is  instantly  extinguished.     Similar  ex}it.YinK;ni« 

lies.     It  teaches  us  what  relates  to  the  motion  of  prove  that  air  is  necessary  for  ihe  Hight  ofbini:*, 

Jtiud»^  and  how  to  estimate  their  velocity  and  the  ascent  of  smoke  and  vapours,  diu  c.\|i(o«i<ift 

force.    On  the  princi[)les  of  this  science,  all  ma-  of  gunpowder,  and  the  growth  of  ftiants ;  UMi 

chines   worked  by   water   are  constructed — us  that  al!  bodies  desc(*nd  equally  swift  in  a  {lUcr 

steam-engines,  water-mills,  common   and   fur-  void  of  air ;  a  guinea  and  a  fcathcr  being  fousil 

eing  pumps,  syi>hons,  fountains,  and  5re-en-  to  fall  to  the  bottom  of  an  cjdiausted  receiver  at 


guies. 


the  same  instant. 


III.  Pnewmatic: — This  branch  of  philosophy  On  the  principles  whi^  this  scicMoe  has  pv 

treatts  of  the  nature  and  properties  of  the  atmos-  tablished,  have  been  construct cd  the  Mr-fiurop, 

phere,  and  of  their  effects  on  solid  and  fluid  bo-  the  barometer,  the  thennomctcr,  the  divittg4H:ll, 

dies.    From  this  science  we  leam^  that  air  has  the  hygrometer,  Uie  comlonscr,  and  varinusothcr 

weighty  and  presses  on  all  sides,  like  other  fluids  ;  instruments,  which  have  contributed  to  ihecosK 

that  the  pressure  of  the  alr.iosphere  upon  the  top  fort  of  human  life,  and  to  the  enhu-genient  of  our 

of  a  mountain  is  less  than  on  a  plain  beneath ;  knowledge  of  the  constitution  of  nature, 

that  it  presses  upon  our  bodies  with  a  weight  of  IV.  Acou»ticM. — This  science  treats  of  the 

■everal  thousand  (lounds  more  ai  one  time  than  nature,  the  |)henomcna,  and  the  laws  of  »omm, 

at  another ;  that  air  can  be  compressedinto  fi>rty  and  the  theory  of  musical  concord  and  harmony, 

thousand  times  less  space  than  it  naturally  occu-  From  the  ex[)crimenis  which  have  been  made  on 

pies ;  that  it  is  of  an  ela.<lic  or  expansive  nature,  this  subject,  we  learn,  that  air  is  essential  to  ibe 

and  that  the  firco  of  its  spring  is  ^ual  to  its  production  of  sound  ;  that  it  arisrs  fnim  vibntmu 

weight;  that  its  elasticity  is  increased  by  heat ;  in  the  air,  communicated  to  it  by  vibrations  of 

that  it  is  necessary  to  the '  production  of  sound,  the  soonding  body  ;   that  those  vibratioas,  or 

the  support  of  flame  and  animal  life,  and  the  ger-  aerial  pulses,  arc  pro|iagatcd  oil  aroimd  in  a 

miaation  and  growth  of  all  kinds  of  vegetables,  tpherical  undulatory  manner  ;  that  their  density 

These  positions  are  proved  and  illuetrated  by  decreases,  as  the  squares  of  tbe  distaneea  fitsn 
■uch  experiments  as  the  following : — The  gen^  the  sounding  body  increase ;  that  they  are  pro- 
ral  prfft$ure  of  the  atmosphere  is  proved  hy  «uch  pagated  together  in  great  numbers  from  ditTcreiK 
experiments  as  those  detailed  in  No.  XL  of  the  bodies,  without  disturbance  or  cottfusion,  as  ia 
Appendix.  The  following  experiment  proves  evident  from  concerts  of  musical  instnimcDti ; 
that  air  is  comprenaMe.  If  a  glass  tube,  open  that  water,  timber,  and  flannel,  are  also  guod 
at  one  end,  and  closed  at  the  other,  be  plunged,  conductors  of  sound ;  that  soimd  travels  at  the 
with  the  open  end  downwards,  into  a  tumbler  of  rate  of  114S  feet  in  a  second,  or  about  thirteen 
water,  the  water  will  rise  a  little  way  in  the  tube  ;  miles  in  a  minute  ;  that  the  soHvst  whisper  flies 
whicli  shows,  that  the  air  which  6lled  the  tube  as  fast  as  the  loudest  thunder;  and  that  the  Ot- 
is compre<«sed  by  the  water  into  a  smaller  space,  most  limits,  within  which  the  loudest  sounds 
The  dasUeili/  of  air  is  proved  by  tying  up  a  produced  by  artificial  means  can  be  heard,  is 
bladder,  with  a  ver)'  small  quantity  of  air  within  180  or  200  miles;*  that  sotmd  striking  a^^imt 
it,  and  putting  it  under  the  receiver  of  an  air-  an  obstacle,  as  the  waU  of  a  house,  may,  IHtt 
pump,  when  it  will  he  seen  gradually  to  inflate,  light,  be  reflected,  and  produce  another  sounH, 
till  it  becomes  of  its  full  size.  A  similar  efllict  which  is  called  an  echo;  and  that,  after  it  has 
would  take  place,  by  carrying  the  bladder  to  the  been  reflected  from  several  places,  it  may  be 
higher  regions  of  the  atmosphere.  On  the  com-  collected  into  one  point  or  focus,  where  it  will 
pression  and  elasticity  of  the  air,  depends  the  be  more  audible  than  in  any  r>iher  i»tace.  On 
construction  of  that  dangerous  arxl  destructive  in-  these  principles,  whispering  galleries,  speakiag 
strtiment,  (ho  air-gun.'  trumpets,  and  other  acoustic  hvttrumcnts,  are 

That  it  is  capable  of  being  ratified  by  heat,  is  constructed, 
proved  by  hi>lding  to  the  fire  a  hnlf-blown  bladder,  V.  pp<ir-«.— This  bmnch  of  philosophy  treats 
tiglitly  tied  at  the  neck,  when  il  will  dilate  to  of  vision,  light,  and  colours,  and  of  the  various 
nearly  its  full  size;  and  if  either  &  full-blown  phenomena  of  visible  objects  produced  by  the 
bladder,  or  a  thin  gla^s  bubble  filled  with  air  is  rays  of  light,  reflected  ^oro  mirrors,  or  trans- 
held  to  a  strong  fire,  it  will  burst.  The  elasti-  nHtted  through  lenses.  From  this  acicncc  we 
city  of  ihe  air  is  such,  that  Mr.  Boyle,  by  means* 

of  an  air.|)ump,  caused  it  lodilafe  till  it  occupie<I  .  ,„  j^^  ^^  tMJtxvccn  Enffland  and  Hollawl.  to 

fourteen  tliousand  limes  the  space  ihat  il  usually  167*2,  the  noise  of  the  j?uns  was  !tc:»n«  In  those  pans 

does.     That  air  is  nocessurv  to  sound,  flame,  of  Wales  which  were  esilmatc«l  to  !«  two  himdrcJ 

1        •  ..       .  II    ir     •  ♦'          J  L     .L     r  I  miles  illst;\nl  from  the  scene  of  action.    Bui  lh» 

animal  and  vegetable  life,  is^proved  by  the  fol-  soun.ls  pnHluccl  by  volcanoes  have  l>ecn  hcanlsis 

lowing  experiments  :   When  the  receiver  of  an  much  create r  «Uslancc  ;  some  instances  of  whlc1» 

air-niimo  is  exhausted  of  its  air   a  cat   a  mouse  ^'^  st.atcti  In  Chap.  IV.  Sect.  9.    Several  oiher  (kctt 

air  pump  is  exnausica  or  its  air,  a  cai,  a  mouse,  ^^  rotation  to  sound  are  detailed  In  Cbap,  m.  Art 

«r  a  bird,  placed  in  U,  expires  in  a  fiew  mooiNits,  Acouttic  Tuancia^ 
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iMim,  tkat  Hgbt  fliei  it  the  rate  of  neariy  twelro  Ob  thcM  and  oUiw  prwcipleg  dwnoMtrated  bj 

■ilioiM  of  milaf  orery  minute-— chat  it  moves  in  thie  icieace,  the  Camera  Obccura,  the  Magic 

straight  linee    that  its  particles  oMy  be  several  Lantera,  the  Phantasmagoria,  the  Kaleidoscope, 

tboiMUids  of  miles  distant  from  each  otber-Hhat  the    Hetiostata,    the   Micrometer — Spectacles, 

«fery  visibio  body  emits  particles  of  light  from  Opera4S lasses,  Prisms,  single,  compound,  lu> 
its  surfitfe,  in  all  directions— that  the  particles  of    cernal,  and  solar  Microscopes,  reflecting  and  w- 

li^t  ara  ejesedi»f(y  smott;  for  alighted  candle  fracting  Telescopes,  and  other  optical   instm- 

will  fill  a  cubical  space  of  two  miles  every  way  ments,  have  been  constructed,  by  means  of  which 

frith  its  rays,  befiMre  it  has  lost  the  least  sensibto  the  natural  powera  of  human  vision  have  been 

fart  of  its  sobetance ;  and  mtilioos  of  rays,  fi-om  wonilerfully  increased,  and  our  prospects  into 

»  thiiosand  ol]|ects,  will  pass  through  a  hole  not  the  works  of  God  extended  fir  beyond  what  for* 

WgM'  than  the  pohit  of  a  needle,  and  convey  to  mer  ages  could  have  conceived, 

dm  mind  an  idea  of  the  form,  position,  and  colour  YI.  jE7/ee(rici<y.— This  name  has  been  given 

•f  avery  individual  ol^ect-*lhat  the  intensity  or  to  a  science  which  explains  and  illustrates  the 

dsfree  of  UghC  decreases,  as  the  square  of  the  operations  of  a  very  subtile  fluid  called  the  eieo' 

Aiftmwfm  firooi  tlie  luminous  body  increases ;  that  trie  ,^uidt  which  app^ara  to  pervade  every  part 

ii,  at  two  yards'  distance  from  a  candle,  we  shall  of  nature,  and  to  be  one  of  the  chief  agents  em- 

hkWB  only  the  fiiartb  part  of  the  light  we  should  ployed  in  producing  many  of  the  phenomena  of 

Inve  at  the  distance  crf'ome  y«rd ;  at  three  yards'  the  materiiil  world.    If  a  piece  of  amber,  seal- 

4istanee,  the  ninth  part ;  at  four  yards,  the  nx-  ins^  wax,  or  sulphur,  be  nd>bed  with  a  piece  of 

Unnih  part,  and  so  on— that  glass  tenMet  may  be  flannel,  it  will  aoquira  the  power  of  attracting 

ffouod  into'the  following  forms ;  pJono-eoniMar,  small  bits  of  paper,  feathera,  or  other  light  aab» 

^cno-coiionot,  dtmbU oonoev,  dotJtk  ooncoof ,  and  stances.    If  a  tube  of  glass,  two  or  three  feet  in 

mswisont,  that  is,  osnvez  on  one  side,  and  con-  length,  and  an  inch  or  two  in  diameter,  bo  rubbed 

cave  on  the  other— that  specula,  or  mirrora,  may  pretty  hard,  in  a  dark  room,  with  a  piece  of  dry 

bo  ground  idU>  either  a  spherical,  parabolical,  or  woollen  doth,  besides  attracting  light  substan- 

eyKodrieal  ferm    that,  by  means  of  such  mirrora  ces,  it  will  emit  flashes  of  fire,  attended  with 

•lad  loMMS,  the  rays  of  light  may  be  so  modified  a  crackling  noise.     This  luminous  matter  is 

M  to  proceed  either  in  a  dltoergtii^,.eenoer^tng-,  called  electricity,  or  the  eketncJktitL    If  a  large 

«r  jMroiU  direction,  and  the  images  of  vtsible  globe  or  cylinder  of  glass  be  turaed  rapidly 

olgeeta  represented  in  a  variety  of  new  fTnUt  round,  and  made  to  rub  against  a  cushion,  streams 

pomiicmtf  and  magniimdu-^hAi  every  ray  of  and  large  sparks  of  bluish  flame  will  be  elicited, 

white  li^  may  be  separated  into  soven  primary  which  will  fly  round  the  glass,  attract  light  bo* 

cobura :  red^  trangef  yeffow,  greettf  Mue,  iTuUge,  dies,  and  produce  a  pungent  sensation  if  the 

and  violiC— that  the  variegated  colouring  which  hand  be  held  to  it.     This  glass,  with  all  its  r»> 

Appean  on  the  lace  of  nature  is  not  in  the  objects  quisite  apparatus,  is  called  an  deetrieai  machine^ 

thMUelves,  but  in  the  light  which  falls  upon  It  is  found,  that  this  fluid  will  pass  along  some 

ihsm— that  the  f«>m6eiD  is  produced  by  the  re-  bodies,  and  not  along  othera.    The  bodies  over 

fraction  and  reflection  of  the  solar  rays  in  the  which  it  passes  freely  are,  water,  and  most  other 

drops  of  ftlling  rain— that  the  rays  of  light  are  fluids,  except  oil  and  the  aerial  fluids ;  iron,  cop* 

refracted,  or  bent  out  of  their  course,  when  they  per,  lead,  and  in  general  aO  the  metals,  semi- 

fiiD  upon  g'ass,  water,  and  other  medium»— that  metals,  and  snetallic  ores ;  which  are,  therefore, 

Ibo  light  of  the  sun  may  be  collected  into  a  point  called  e0ndMelor»  of  electricity.    But  it  will  not 

or  focus,  and  mide  to  produce  a  heat  more  in-  pass  over  glass,  resin,  wax,  sulphur,  silk,  baked 

loose  than  that  of  a  fiirnace*— that  the  rays  from  woods,  or  dry  woollen  substances  ;  nor  through 

▼isStle  objeda,  when  reflected  from  a  concave  air.  except  by  force,  iniparAs,  to  short dititances. 

■lirror,  converge  to  a  focus,  and  paint  an  image  These  bodies  are,  therefore  .called  non-«on</uetoriL 

of  the  objects  before  it,  and  that  when  they  pass  The  (i*llowing  facts  among  others,  have  been 

through  a  ocAv^x  glass,  they  depict  an  image  be-  ascertaintfd  respecting  this  wonderful  agent :-~ 

hind  it.  That  all  bodies  with  which  we  are  acquainted, 

-This  I.  produced  by  menn.  of  lenses,  or  mirrora  P««««^  »  f^^'^  * '«"  ^^  "f  **»"  «"i^»»t 
oTalarff^diameter.  called  t«iraln«-f lasses.  B7 these  »*>«  quannty  usually  belonging  to  any  body  pro- 
Instruments  the  hardest  metals,  on  which  common  duces  no  sensible  eff'fcts ;  but  when  any  surfads 
flres.  and  even  jdass-house  furnaces,  could  produce 

no  elTect,  hare  !>een  melted  In  a  few  seconds.    M.  and  six  feet  elxht  Inr-hes  focus,  whtch  weighed  91t 

VUlette,  a  Frenchman,  nearly  a  centuiy  hs^,  con*  pounds.    It  meKed  twenty  frains  of  gold  In  four  se- 

structed  a  mirror,  three  feet  eleven  Inches  In  dlame-  conds,  and  ten  grains  of  platina  in  three  seconds, 

tsr.anl  three  feet  two  Inches  In  foca!  dlAtince.  which  The  power  of  huming  glusites  Is  ff*  iv  area  0/  the 

melted  copper  ore  In  eight  seconds,  iron  ore  in  twenty-  /^/i«  directty,  and  Vie  itqunre  of  the.  foral  dittance  ffi- 

fbur  Seconals,  a  flnh's  tooth  in  thirty-two  gecontlR,  oitrsc/y— or,  in  othor  words,  the  broader  the  mirror 
essr  ir<m  In  sixteen  secon  Is,  a  silver  sixpence  in   « or  len^,  and  the  shorter  the  focal  distance,  the  more 

seven  seconds,   and  tin  In  three  seconds.     This  intense  is  the  heat  produced  by  such  instruments, 

mirror  condensed  the  solar  rays  17,357  times,  a  de-  A  globular  decanter  of  water  makes  a  powerful 

gree  of  heat  which  is  about  four  hundred  and  ninety  Imraing-filass ;  and  house  furniture  has  been  set  on 

tisiss  greater  than  common  fire.    Mr.  Parker,  of  Are  by  incautiously  exposing  It  to  the  rsjn  of  the 
osMCnuisd  alens  thios  flbit  to  Alamstsr, 
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potMMed  of  more  or  hm  than  itt  nato-  rmtioiif  of  this  powerfbl  fldid  we  6t4MliI  t  ffri* 

nU  tharei  it  exhibits  certain  appearances,  in  the  king  display  of  the  sovereigiDty  and  najsstie 

form  of  light,  sound,  attraction,  ot  rrpulsioo,  sgency  of  Gbd.    In  directing  its  energies,  **  his 

which  are  ascribed  to  the  power  caHed  eUetrie-^  way  ti  in  the  whirlwind  and  the  storm,  aad  ths 

that  there  are  two  diffemnt  species  of  the  electri-  cloiids  are  the  dost  of  his  fret ;  the  heaveni  srs 

eal  fluid,  or,  at  least  two  diflTerent  modiBcations  covered  with  sadtdoth,  the  nwiuniaitts  quake  b^ 

of  the  same  general  princtple,  termed  jtotUive  fore  htm,  the  hilfs  melt,  the  earth  is  burned  ar  kii 

aad  negoHvi  electricity — that  positive  and  nega-  presence ,  and  the  rocks  are  thrown  down  by  him  .* 

thre  electricity  ahnrays  accompany  each  other  ;  Nah.  i.  S— 8.    It  is  ea^  to  conceive,  that,  by  i 

lor  if  a  substance  acquire  the  one,  the  body  with  few  slight  modifications  produced  by  the  band  tt 

which  it  is  rubbed  acquires  the  other-^Hhat  it  Omnipotence,  this  powerful  fliikl  might  berone 

Moves  with  amazing  rapidity ;  having  been  trans-  the  agent  of  producing  either  the  most  awfid  aad 

niued  through  wires  of  several  miles  in  length,  tremendous,  or  the  most  glorioiis  and  transporf- 

without  taking  up  any  sensible  space  of  time ;  ing  scenes,  over  every  region  of  otw  globe.    At 

ud,  therefore,  it  is  not  improbable,  that  were  an  it  now  operates,  it  is  calculated  to  inspire  ai 

insulated  eomhicting  substance  extended  from  rather  with  awe  and  terror  than  with  aihmration 

one  continent  to  amrther,  it  might  be  made  to  fly  and  joy :  and  to  lead  our  thoughts  to  a  oonsidsf 

t0  Che  remotest  regions  of  the  earth  in  a  few  ation  of  the  state  6f  man  as  a  deprwed  inlslli* 

•ocoods  of  time    timt  it  has  a  power  of  suddenly  genoe,  and  a  rebel  against  his  Bfaker. 
eontracting  the  musdes  of  animals,  or  of  giving        VII.   ChUomnimm  is  intimately  connerted  wilk 

a  afcsdk  to  the  animal  firame — that  this  diock  may  electricity,  though  it  is  generally  eoasideied  as  a 

be  communicated,  at  the  same  instant,  to  a  bun-  branch  of  chymistry.    It  n  cmly  another  mods 

drad  persons,  or  to  an  indefbiie  number  who  of  exciting  electrical   action,    hi  eleetricity  die 

Ibrm  a  circle,  by  joining  their  hands  together^^  effects  are  produced  chiefly  hj  met^tuuml  aetba; 

that  it  may  be  accumulated  to  stieh  a  degree  as  but  the  efieets  of  galvanism  are  produced  by  lb« 

to  kin  the  hugeat  animals — that  vivid  sparks  of  e^rmieol  action  of  bodies  upon  each  other,    ff 

this  fluid,  atteixied  with  a  crackling  noise,  may  we  take  a  piece  of  xinc,  and  place  h  under  the 

be  drawn  fixmi  difllerent  parts  of  the  human  body,  tongue,  and  lay  a  piece  of  silver,  as  big  as  a  hai^ 

when  the  person  is  innUated^  or  stands  upon  a  crown,  above  it ;  by  bringing  iha  outer  edges  'f 

•tod,  supported  by  glass  feet— >that  dectricity  these  pieces  in  contact,  we  shall  immedtaidy 

■eta  fire  to  gunpowder,  spirits  of  wine,  and  other  ex|ierience  a  peculiar  and  dtsafreeable  tase,  Kks 

inflammable  substances— -that  it  melts  iron  wire,  that  of  copper.    The  same  'hing  may  be  noticed 

and  destroys  the  pdarity  of  the  magnetic  necdTe—  with  a  gninea  and  a  piece  of  charcoal.    If  a  per> 

that  it  augments  the  natural  evaporation  of  fluids,  son,  in  the  dark,  put  a  dip  of  ttnfbtl  tipon  one  of 

promotes  the  vegetation  of  plants,  and  incTesses  his  eyes,  and  a  piece  of  silver  in  his  mouth,  by 

the  insenslUe  perspiration  of  animals,  and  can  earning  these  pieces  to  cnmmonicate,  a  fiiist 

be  drawn  from  the  cloudg  by  means  of  electrical  flash  will  appear  before  hi*  eyes.     K  a  living 

kites,  and  other  elevated  conductors.     By  means  frog  or  fish,  having  a  slip  of  tinfoil  pasted  upon 

of  the  electrical  power,  small  moddsof  marhinery  its  back,  be  placed  upon  a  piece  of  zinc,  by  ("*' 

have  been  set  in  action:  orreries   to  represent  ming  a commtmicatioR between  the  xinc  and  tin- 

the  movements  d'tho  planets,  have  been  pot  in  foil,   the   spasms  of  the  musries  are  excited, 

■aotion ;  and  small  bells  have  been  set  a  rineing  These  and  similar  effects  are  prndin^  hy  that 

tor  a  length  of  time ;  and,  in  consequence  of  the  modification  of  electricity  which  has  been  tem<d 

knowledge  we  have  acquired  of  the  mode  of  its  galvanixm.     Three  diflrrent  Cf>nd|ictoni,orwhat 

operation  in  the  system  of  nature,  the  lightnings  is  called  a  gatvanie  drde,  are  requisite  to  pr»> 

of  heaven  have  been  arrested  in  their  course,  and  diice  such  effectii.     A  piece  nf  copper,  a  piece  of 

constrained  to  descend  to  the  earth,  without  pro-  flannel,   moistened  with   water  or  aeid,  and  a 

ducing  any  injurious  effects.  piece  of  zinc,  laid  upon  one  another^ form  a  m* 

From  these,  and  a  variety  of  other  &cts  and  cfe ;  and  if  this  circle  be  repeated  a  mnaber  of 

experiments,  it  is  now  fully  ascertained,  that  times,  a  ralvanic  pile  or  battery  may  be  formed 

Ugktning  and  electricity  are  identicd  ;  and  that  capable  of  giving  a  powerful  shock.     The  most 

it  is  the  prime  agent  in  producing  the  awfiil  phe-  common  and  convenient  form,  however,  of  a  bsf- 

nomena  of  a  thunder-storm ;  the  lightning  being  lery,  is  found  to  be  a  trough  of  baked  wood,  three 

the  rapid  motion  of  vast  masses  of  electric  mat-  or  four  inches  deep  and  as  many  wide.    In  the 

ter,  and  thunder  the  noite^  wi'h  its  echoes,  pro-  sides  are  grooves,  opposite  to  each  other,  ime 

duced  by  the  rapid  motion  of  the  lightning  through  each  of  which  is  placed  a  double  raetaI5c  platc^  u( 

the  atmosphere.     There  can  be  little  doubt  that,  xinc  and  copper  soldered  together,  and  the  oetd 

io  combination  with  steam,  the  gases,  and  other  are  then  filled  either  with   salt  and  water,  or 

•gents,  it  also  produces  many  of  the  terrific  phe-  with  a  sdution  of  nitrons  acid  and  water. 
Domena  of  earthquakes,  volcanoes,  whirl  whids.         By  means  of  the  galvanic  agency,  a  variety  oC 

witer-tpouts,  and  hurricanes,  and  the  sublime  surprising  effects  have  been   produced.    6ub> 

of  the  Mirsrv  Wreaiis.    I»tiwop^  powder, 
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ii  bav*  bMO  iofltaied— cliAroiml  has  beao  pole  fo  a  south,  they  will  repel  each  other.    4. 

lo  hura  with  a  most  brilliant  and  beautiful  A  ma^et  placed  in  such  a  manoHr  as  to  be  ei»- 

white  flame— water  has  been  deoompoaed  into  tirely  at  liberty,  iodines  one  of  its  pdes  to  the 

Hi  deomntary  parts— metals  hare  been  roehed  horizon,  and  of  course  elevates  tlie  other  above 

aad  set  oo  fire— fragmenu  of  diamond,  charcoal,  it    This  property  is  called  the  dipping  of  the 

•ad  pkHibago,  have  been  dispersed,  as  if  they  magnet.    5.  Magnets  do  not  point  directly  north 

^d  been  evaporated— ylatina,  the  hardest  and  and  south ;  but  in  different  parts  of  the  world 

iM^vioat  of  the  melala,  has  been  melted  as  readily  with  a  different  declination  eastward  or  westward 

m  was  in  the  flaow  of  a  candle— the  sapphire,  of  the  north ;  it  is  also  difiorent  at  the  same  place 

fiiaft%  aagnesia,  lime,  aad  the  firmest  com-  at  different  times.     In  London,  and  in  mtist  pla- 

poands  in  satun,  have  been  made  to  rater  into  ees  of  Great  Britain,  the  magnetic  needle,  at 

nrnkm.    lis  sffsets  co  the  animal  system  are  no  presem,  points  about  S4  degrees  to  the  west  of 

laas  amprisinf .    When  applied  to  a  fowl  or  a  north.    For  more  than  100  years  it  has  been 

nbbil,  iaaediately  after  life  is  extinct,  it  produ-  gradually  declining  from  the  north  to  the  west ; 

oaa  the  iMat  strange  and  violent  convulsions  on  but  seems  of  late  to  have  begun  its  declination  to 

tiM  asmiH  and  muscular  system,  as  if  the  vital  the  eastward.    6.  Any  magnet  may  be  mad«  to 


Btaons  were  again  revived ,  aad  when  applied  oommuoicate  the  properties  now  mentioned  to 
Iba  bomaii  body  after  death,  the  stimulus  has  any  piece  of  iron  or  steel.  For  exaro|»ie,  by 
produced  the  ssost  horrible  ooMortions  and  gri-  gently  rubbing  a  penknife  with  a  magnet,  it  will 
■aoaa  in  the  moadaa  of  tbe  head  aad  (ace,  aad  be  immediately  invested  with  the  property  of  st- 
tba  moiC  rapid  moveoMnts  in  the  hands  and  feet,  tract  ing  needles,  or  small  pieces  of  iron  or  steel. 
The  ^vaaio  agency  enables  us  to  account  fer  7.  Heat  weakens  the  power  of  a  magnet,  and  the 
Iba  fcBowittg  aoMMig  olber  facts :— Why  porter  gradual  addition  of  weight  increases  the  mag- 
has  m  diffsrsnt  ami  mor^  pleasant  taste,  when  netic  power.  8.  The  properties  of  the  magnet 
drunk  oat  of  a  pewter  vessel,  than  out  of  glam  or  are  not  affected  either  by  the  presence  or  the  ab- 
aartben  w  are,— why  a  silver  spoon  is  dis(»loured  senee  of  air ;  and  the  magnetic  attraction  is  not 
whan  osed  in  eating  eggs,— why  the  limbs  of  in  the  least  diminished  by  the  interposition  of 
people,  under  amputation,  are  sometimes  oon-  any  bodies  except  iron.  A  magnet  will  equally 
vidsed  by  the  application  of  the  instruroents^—  affect  the  needle  of  a  pocket  compass  when  a 
wby  pore  mercury  is  oxydixed  when  amalgam*-  thick  board  is  placed  between  them  as  when  it  is 
tad  with  tin^— why  works  of  metal,  vrhich  are  removed.  It  has  been  lately  discovered,  tliat  the 
soldareil  together,  soon  tarnish  in  the  placea  vi«<cl  rtsyso^  (As  soJarspeeintm,  when  condensiH) 
wbsre  the  metals  are  joined,— and  why  the  cop-  with  a  convex  glass,  aind  made  to  pass  along  a 
par  sbeathing  of  ships,  when  festened  with  iron  piece  of  steel,  have  the  power  of  communicating 
■alia,  Is  aoon  corroded  about  the  place  of  oon-  to  it  the  magnetic  virtue. 
laat.  In  all  these  cases  a  galvanic  circle  is  The  cause  which  produces  these  singular 
fermad,  which  produces  the  effects.  We  have  properties  of  the  magnet  has  hitherto  remained 
reason  to  believe,  thai,  in  combination  with  the  a  mystery  ;  but  the  knowledge  of  the  polarity  of 
discoveries  which  modem  chymistry  is  daily  un-  the  magnet  has  been  applied  to  a  most  important 
felding.  the  agencies  of  this  fluid  will  enable  us  to  practical  purpose.  By  means  of  it,  man  has 
earry  iba  arts  forward  towards  perfection,  and  to  now  acquired  the  dominion  of  the  ocean,  and  has 
traea  lbs  secret  causes  of  some  of  the  sublimest  learned  to  trace  his  course  through  the  pathless 
pbaiioBiBua  of  nature.  deep  to  every  region  of  the  globe.  There  can 
VI|L  Jlfa(giM(um.— This  department  of  phi-  be  little  doubt  that  magnetism  has  an  intimate 
loaapby  deseribes  the  phenomena  and  the  pro-  connexion  with  electricity,  galvanism,  lighr, 
partiaa  of  the  feodrtens,  or  natural  maffnet.  The  heat,  and  chymical  action :  and  the  discoveriea 
natural  magnet  is  a  hard  dark-coloured  mineral  which  have  been  lately  made,  and  the  ex|ierinnents 
body,  aad  is  usually  found  in  iron  minss.  The  which  are  now  making  by  Mortchini,  Oersted, 
following  ar/  soom  of  its  characteristie  proper-  Abraham,  Hansteen,  Bark>w,  Besufuy,  snd 
lioo>— ](.  It  attracts  iron  and  stee^  aad  all  sub-  Scoresby,  promise  to  throw  some  light  on  thb 
staaoes  which  contain  iron  in  its  metallic  state.  .  mysterious  agent,  and  on  the  |ihenomena  of  na- 
f.  If  a  magaet  be  suspended  by  a  tluread,  or  tore  with  which  it  is  connected, 
aioriy  poiaed  on  a  pivot,  or  placed  on  a  piece  of  Such  is  a  faint  outline  of  some  of  the  inte- 
wood,  and  aat  to  float  in  a  basin  of  water,  one  resting  subjecu  which  i»tural  philosophy  em- 
aad  will  constantly  point  nearly  towards  the  braces.  Its  relation  to  religion  will  ap|>ear  from 
north  pole  of  the  earth,  and  the  other  towarda  the  following  connideratioos : 
tbo  south ;  and  hence  thove  parts  of  the  magnet  1.  Its  researches  have  led  to  the  invention  of 
have  been  called  the  north  and  9(mik  polee.  3.  ma<4iines,  engines,  and  instruments  of  various 
Wbaa  the  north  pole  of  one  magnet  is  presented  kinds,  which  augment  the  energies,  increase  the 
to  the  south  pole  of^anoilwr,  they  will  ah  comibrts,  and  promote  the  general  improvement 
each  other ;  but  if  the  north  pole  of  one  ba  of  mankind ;  and  these  objecu  are  Jnseparably 
ialbaMclbpriaofaaoibir,«aioaib  coaaactad  with  tba  propa|atinB  of 
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Uirou^  the  world.    If  we  admit,  that,  in  future  that  be  corretpooded  widb  a  Moranan  priol, 

•fes,  the  religion  of  the  BiUe  will  shed  its  benign  named  Dimaeh^  who  aasnred  bin  ^  that  be  M 

influence  over  all  nations — that   the    external  averted,  during  a  whole  summer,  every  thnadg 

eoodition  of  the  human  race  will  then  be  prosper-  storm  which  threatened  his  own  habitalioB  ta^ 

cos  and  greatly  meliorated  beyond  what  it  has  the  neighbourhood,  by  means  of  a  macfaine  ea» 

eTerbeen---4uad,lbatnomiractilou<tn<a7iofiltonof  structed  on  the  princ^iles  of  electriciqr^-that  tiM 

Deity  is  to  be  expected  to  bring  about  such  desi-  machinery  sensibly  attracted  the  doiids,  and  cca- 

rable  evente— it  will  follow,  that  such  objects  can  strained  them  to  descend  quietly  in  a  distillaiica, 

be   accomplished  only  is  the  ordinary  course  of  without  any  but  a  rerj  distant  ihuoder-dafk." 

Providence,  by  rational  investigations  intu  the  Euler  assures  us  that  **  the  fact  ia  ttndoohted, 

principles  and  powers  of  nature,  and  the  appli-  and  confirmed  by  irresistible  proof."    Tea,  aoi 

eation  of  the  inventions  of  science  to  the  great  only  may  the  destructive  eflecfs  df  lightning  bt 

otgects  of  religion  and  of  human  improvement,  averted  by  the  inventions  of  philoaopiiy,  bot  ia 

as  I  shall  endeavour  briefly  to  illustrate  in  the  agency  may  be  rendered  subaervieiil  to  bnrni 

following  ch^ter.    As  the  destructive  effects  of  industry,  and  made  to  act  as  a  mechanical  power, 

many  physical  agents,  in  the  present  condition  of  This  effect,  too,  has  been  partiallj  mccomptiAtL 

our  globe,  are,  doubtless,  a  consequence  of  the  About  the  year  1811,  in  the  village  of  Philips 

■in  wid  depravity  of  man ;  we  have  reason  to  be>  thai,  in  Eastern  Prussia,  an  attempt  was  mads 

Iteve  that,  when  the  economy  of  nature  shall  be  to  split  an  immense  stone  into  a  moltitads  d 

more  extensively  and  minutely  investigated,  and  pieces,  by  means  of  lightning.    A  bar  of  iron,  ii 

the  minds  of  men  directed  to  apply  their  discove-  the  form  of  a  conductor,  was  previooriy  ftnd  Id 

ries  to  philanthropic  and  religious  objects,  they  the  stone,  and  the  oxperimem  was  attended  with 

will  be  enabled  to  counteract,  in  a  great  measure,  Uie  most  complete  success ;  for,  darimg  dw  very 

those  devastations  and  fatal  effects  which  are  first  thunder-storm,  the  li^Moing  borst  iks  sloat 

now  produced  by  several  of  the  powers  of  nature,  without  displacing  it.* 

The  general  happiness  of  all  ranks,  which  will  It  ia,  therefore,  probable,  that  in  ihefiitareagrf 

be  connected  with  the  universal  extension  of  of  the  world,  this  terrific  meteor,  and  other  ds- 

Christianity,  necessarily  supposes  that  this  ob-  structive  agents,  which  now  predoce  so  lasdi 

ject  will  be  accomplished ;  for,  were  a  dread  of  alarm,  and  so  many  disastroos  effects,  may,  ky 

destruction  from  the  elemenU  of  nature  frequent-  the  aid  of  philosophy,  be  brought  oader  the  oo^ 

ly  to  agitate  the  mind,  as  at  present,  no  perma-  trd  of  man,  and  be  made  to  ™i«i**T  to  Ui 

aent  tranquillity  would  be  enjoyed ;  nor  would  enjoyment. 

that  ancient  prediction,  in  reference  to  this  era,  The  electric  fluid  has  also  been,  in  naiiy  is- 
receive  its  full  accomplishment,  that  **  there  shall  stances,  successfully  applied  in  curiag  pabies, 
be  nothing  to  kwri  or  deotroy  in  all  God*s  holy  rheumatisms,  spasms,  olMtructioiis,  and  iaflaa- 
moimtain,  when  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  mation ;  and  it  is  known  to  have  a  peculiar  e^ 
knowledge  of  the  Lord."  And  since  miraculous  foot  on  the  nervous  system.  Lightning  has  brea 
interpositions  are  not  to  be  expected,  to  what  known  to  restore  the  blind  to  a  temporary  rtfay* 
quarter  can  we  look  for  those  subordinate  agen-  ment  of  sight.  Mr.  Campbell,  of  Suceoih,  is 
cies  by  which  this  object  is  to  be  effected,  but  to  Dumbartonshire,  who  had  been  blind  for  seveial 
the  discoveries  and  inventions  of  philosophical  years,  was  led  by  his  servant  one  evening  throogh 
science  f  the  streets  of  Glasgow,  during  a  terrible  ihondo^ 
Science  has  already  enabled  us  to  remedy  storm.  The  lightning  sometimes  fluttered  ak)0| 
many  of  those  evils  which  are  the  accidental  ef-  the  streets  for  a  quarter  of  a  minute  without  eeas- 
fects  of  the  operation  of  physical  agents.  For  ing.  While  this  fluttering  lasted,  Mr.  C.  saw 
example — the  discoveries  of  the  philosopher,  with  the  street  distinctly,  and  the  changes  which  bid 
respect  to  the  nature  of  the  electric  fluid,  have  been  made  in  that  part  by  taking^lownooeaf 
enabled  us  to  construct  conductors  for  preserving  the  city  gates.  When  the  storm  was  over,  kii 
buildings  from  the  stroke  of  lightning :  and  we  entire  blindness  returned.  A  still  i&ire  remaik^ 
have  every  reason  to  hope,  that  in  the  progress  of  able  instance  is  stated,  along  with  ihifi.  under 
electric,  galvanic,  and  chymical  science,  more  .  the  article  Thundert  in  Dr.  Gleig's  S^qip.  U 
compl«*te  thunder-guards,  applicable  to  all  the  £ncy.  BHI.  which  was  written  by  the  late  Proless- 
situations  in  which  a  person  may  bo  exposed,  orRobison.  Ii  is  also  possible  that  barren  desettt 
will  be  invented.  Nay,  our  increasing  know-  might  be  enriched  with  fertility,  and  irameass 
ledge  of  the  electric  fluid,  and  of  the  chymical  portions  of  the  desolate  wastes  of  our  globe  pre> 
agents  which  concur  in  its  operation,  n;ay  ena-  pared  for  the  support  and  accommodation  of  ho 
hie  us  to  dissipate  thunder-storms  alto(,'ether,  by  man  beings,  by  arresting  the  clouds,  and  diaw^ 
disturbing  the  electricity  of  the  clouds  by  means  ing  down  their  electrical  virtuo  and  their  watery 
of  a  serivs  of  elevated  artificial  conductors.  This  treasures  by  means  of  an  extended  series  of  el» 
b  not  only  possible,  but  has  aU-eady  been  in  vated  metallic  conductors.  What  has  been  now 
some  degree  effected.  The  celebrated  Euler  in- 
forms ttt,  in  his  "Letters  to  a  Qsrman  Princess,"  *8sellflathl7llsfaalBSbVeLl^9.lM 
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Mily  <xae  instance,  out  of  many,  which  dreadful  than  the  sword  or  the  pestilence.    N<H 

idduced,  of  the  extensiye  and  beneficial  only  old  women,  but  children  of  ten  years,  were 

tich  may  be  produced,  in  future  ages,  put  to  death ;  young  girls  were  stripped  naked, 

plication  of  the  discoveries  of  natural  and  the  marks  of  witchcraft  searched  for  upon 

their  bodies  with  the  most  indecent  curiosity; 
Qowledge  of  natural  philosophy  enables  and  those  spots  of  the  scurvy  which  age  iropress- 
ct  preUndtd  miracles,  and  to  discrimi-  es  upoA  the  bodies  of  old  men,  were  taken  for 
een  those  phenomena  which  are  pro-  evident  signs  of  infernal  power.  So  that  igno* 
the  powers  of  nature,  and  the  supposed  ranee  of  the  laws  and  phenomena  of  nature  has 
diabolical  mfluencu.  It  has  been  ckiefly  led  even  Chrutians  to  commit  acts  of  injustice 
ignorance  of  the  principles  of  natural  and  horrid  cruelty.  For,  let  it  be  rememberedi 
:iat  mankind,  in  all  ages,  have  been  so  that  it  was  Chrwtian  magistrates  and  ministers, 
>osed  upon  by  pretenden  to  supernatu-  under  a  pretended  zeal  for  the  honotir  of  God, 
I.  It  is  owing  to  the  same  cause,  that  who  sanctioned  such  cruel  and  unrighteous  de* 
3U8 notions  and  vain  alarms  have  spread  crees.  This  consideration,  viewed  in  connexion 
lence  so  extensively  among  the  lower  with  many  others,  tends  to  show,  that  the  Chris- 
he  population  of  every  country.     Tho  tian  revelation,  considered  abstractly  by  itself, 

miracles  by  which  Pagan  and  Popish  without  a  reference  to  the  visible  system  of  the 

ideavour  to  support  the  authority  of  universe,  is  not  sufficient  for  all  the  purposes  for 

active  religious  systems,  and  every  spe-  which  it  was  intended ;  as,  on  the  other  hand, 

;rading  superstition,  vanish  into  smoke,  the  study  of  the  works  of  nature  is  not  sufficient 

mined  by  the  light  of  modem  science  ;  of  itself  to  lead  the  mind  to  the  true  knowledge 

can  be  no  question  that  an  enlightened  of  God,  without  the  aid  of  the  discoveries  de« 

y  would,  in  many  instances,  find  the  rived  from  the  sacred  oracles.    For,  although  the 

and  the  instruments  of  natural  philo-  Bible  has  been  in  the  hands  of  Protestant  Chris' 

lortant  auxiliaries  in  undermining  the  tians  ever  since  the  reformation,  yet  it  is  only 

MMtthen  idolatry  and  priestcraft.  They  since  the  light  of  modern  science  began  to  diffiise 

ssipate  a  thousand  idle  terror*  which  its  influence,  that  the  superstitions  of  the  dork 

agitate  the  human  mind  ;  to  detect  a  ages,  and  the  vulgar  notions  respecting  witch- 
kinds  of  imposture  by  which  it  has  craft,  necromancy,  and  other  species  of  infernal 

in  cruel  bondage ;  and  to  prevent  tho  agency,  began  to  vanish,  even  from  the  minds  of 

on  of  those  deeds  of  cruelty  which  have  Christian  teachers  ;  as  is  evident  fi-om  the  wrff« 

marked  the  reign  of  superstition.*  ingsofmany  eminent  divines  who  flourished  dur- 
Torefathers  connected  a  knowledge  of  ing  the  16th  and  17th  centuries.  As  the  two 
ct  witli  their  study  of  the  Scriptures,  revelations  which  God  has  given,  us  throw  a  mo- 
ld not  have  brought  upon  themselves  tual  lustre  on  each  other;  the  one  must  always 
ible  disgrace  which  now  attaches  to  be  considered  as  incomplete  without  the  other, 
lories,  on  account  of  their  having  con-  Both  are  necessary  in  order  "  to  make  the  man 
id  burned  at  the  stake  hundreds  of  un-  of  God  perfect, '^  and  to  enable  him  to  prosecute, 
nen,  accused  of  crimes  of  which  they  with  intelligence  and  success,  the  great  objects 
possibly  have  been  guilty.  In  New-  of  religion  ;  and  the  Christian  minister  who  a& 
towards  the  close  of  the  17th  century,  fects  to  despise  the  aids  of  science  in  the  cause 
:raft  phrensy  rose  so  high,  that  the  ex-  of  religion,  has  yet  much  to  learn  with  respect  to 
f  witches   became  a  calamity  more  some  ofthe  grand  bearings  ofihe  Christian  system. 

S.  The  investigations  of  natural  philosophy  un^ 

uglas.  In  his  "HlntB  on  Mlaslons,"  for-  fold  to  u»  the  ineeuamt  agency  of  God,  and  the 

rred  to.  when  speaking  of  the  facilities  plans  by  which  his  wise  and  benevolent  designs 

IsUans  now  possess  for  extonnive  mis-      ;„«u«  „„«•».«.  ^r  „_».._ ^      ^  __  i-  u  j    i:» 

irtloai.  susueSts,  thai  natural  philosophy  '"  ^  "y**®"  ^  n*^»''«  ""^  accomplished.  From 

i\  Iruimrtant  auxiliary  to  Christian  mis-  the  immeasurable  globes  of  heaven,  down  to  the 

'All  the  ancient  •  war  weapons  of  vie-  minutest  atoms,  we  perceive  a  regular  chain  of 

ptlnc  miracles,  are  at  their  disposal;  and  a    tr\                         •       .l            .  ••/. 

iments  of  still  jrreater  potency,  wliich  the  causes  and  etft«ts,  conspirmg,  m  a  thousand  dil- 

Lhe  iattj;r  days  has  t)cen  accumulatiiiKfor  ferent  modes,  to  accomplish  the  purposes  of  in- 

I  revolution  of  the  mind,  are  ready  to  be  fi„itA  i»t«#l.>in  >n/l  ar^^n^m      tv-  ».....*:.^     r 

to  action.  .ip.)n  a  sraie  of  overpowering  **""*  wi*dom  and  goodness.     The  operation  of 

.    Even  the  sinele  resource  which  is  lost  central  forces  and  of  the  law  of  gravitation  on 

recompen.^ed  by  equivalents,  and  a  sub-  the  earth  and  in  the  heavens— the  hydrosiatirol 

nanyrcsiHjcts,  maybe  found  for  niirarles.      u„,.  „,i,:»k  — ..u.^  »i i.u 

feet  of  a  miracle  is,  to  rouse  tlte  attention,  '*'^"  T^^^^  regulate  the  pressure  and  the  motion 

rawe  opposing  prejudices :  the  second  to  of  fluids— the  chymical  properties  of  the  atmos- 

niS!%lf'irl?^Z^^^i^X^^^*^''YJ^  phere.its  undulalory,  refractive,  and  reflective 

ment.     2 m  jirft  oojrct  mlg^ht  be  gained  *^                 .          .•         r.L               <•«•  i          •    l 

mri  nuuric  of  e  rperimfntal  philosophy :  lowers — the  motion  of  the  rays  of  light,  and  the 

i»  second,  the  difference  in  the  proof  from  infinite  variety  of  efiects  they  produce— the  pro- 

,68  rather  in  its  beln^  more  circuitous,     ^„  _f  ^-,«JL,;«-. ,u^  «-lJ»:^«  ^  ^i.^*^/U*« 

beins  less  conclusive  at  the  present  day  ^  **' .  ^^aporalM"*— *«  agencies  of  electricity 

times  of  the  apostles."  and  galvanism— the  properties  of  the  roagnot^ 
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and  the  chyroic&l  icxioa  of  acids  and  alkalies,     with  their  ererissting  interrats.     «  Man,"  m^ 
and  of  the  minuteet  partidea  of  matter  upon  each     Roilin,  '*  lircs  in  the  midst  of  a  world  of  whin 
other— ought  to  be  viewed  as  so  many  modifica-     he  is  the  sovereign,  as  a  stranger,  who  looki 
tions  of  the  agency  of  Deity,  and  as  manifesta-     with  indifference  upon  all  that  passes  in  it,  sad 
tions  of  his  wisdom,  in  carrying  forward  those     as  if  it  was  not  his  concern.     The  univefse,  it 
plans  which  regard  the  interesu  of  his  universal     all  iu  parts,  declares  and  points  out  its  Ao^; 
kingdom ;  just  as  we  consider  the  rise  and  fall  of     but,  for  the  most  part,  to  the  deaf  and  blind,  nks 
empires,  the  revolutions  of  nations,  and  the  cir^     have  neither  ears  to  hear,  norerea  to  see.    On 
culation  of  the  Scriptures  in  heathen  Uuids,  as     of  the  greatest  services  that  philocc^ifay  can  ds 
so  many  acts  of  his  moral  administration  as  the     tu,  is  to  awaken  us  from  this  drowshiesa,  tai 
Qoremor  of  mankind.    For  let  it  be  carefully  re-     roine  us  from  this  lethargy,  which  is  a  dishomar 
membered,  that  all  these  phjrsieal  agencies  have     to  humanity,  and  in  a  manner  reduces  os  faeiov 
ultimately  a  moral  and  intellectual  bearing ;  and     the  beasts,  whose  stupidity  is  the  oona«|iM0oe  sf 
are  essentially  connected  with  every  other  part     their  nature,  and  not  the  efiect  of  neglect  or '» 
of  God's  providential  procedure.    Though  we  difference.    It  awakens  our  curiosity,  it  eidtai 
may  be  apt  to  consider  them  as  so  many  detach-     our  attention,  and  leads  us  as  it  were  by  the  haad, 
ed  and  insulated  pieces  of  machinery,  with  which     through  all  the  parts  of  nature,  to  induce  w  to 
we  have  little  concern,  or  may  even  disdain  to  study  and  search  out  the  woiMkufiil  works  of  it" 
notice  their  mode  of  operation;  yet,  in  the  all-  —^e^fet  Lettres,  vol.  4. 
comprehmisive  mind  of  Him  who  takes  in,  at        Since,  therefore,  the  science  of  natural  phils- 
one  glance,  the  whole  chain  of  causes  and  effects,  iophy  is  conversant  about  the  works  of  the  AV 
they  are  as  essentially  connected  with  his  ultimate  mighty,    and  its  investigations  have  a  (direct 
purposes,  and  the  eternal  destiny  of  roan,  as  are  tendency  to  illustrate  the  perfections    of  ha 
the  revelations  of  his  word.    Were  a  single  nature,  to  unveil  the  plan  of  his  operations,  to 
principle  or  motion  which  now  animates  the  unfoM  the  laws  by  which  he  governs  the  king- 
system  of  nature  to  ceas»— were  the  agencies  of  dom  of  universal  nature,  and  to  diq>lay  the  order, 
electricity,  for  eiample,  or  the  principle  of  eva«  symmetry,  and  proportion,  which  reign  throoji^ 
poratioo,  to  be  destroyed— the  physiod  constitu-  out  the  whole— it  would  be  needless  to  enter  iuo 
tion  of  our  globe  would  instantly  be  deranged ;  any  further  process  of  reasoning,  to  show  that 
nature  would  be  thrown  into  confusion ;  and  the  the  study  of  it  is  connected  with  the  great  obieas 
sentient  and   intellectual  beings  that  now  in-  of  religion.    Whatever  studies  tend  to  raise  ov 
habit  the  earth  would  either  be  destroyed,  or  minds  to  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  all  worUs— to 
plimged  into  wn  abyss  of  misery.    If,  therefbre,  expand  our  views  of  his  infinite  knowledge  and 
we  admit  that  the  morcU  agency  of  Grod  is  worthy  wisdom — to  excite  our  gratitude  and  our  adniia- 
of  our  contemplation,  we  ought  to  consider  his  tion  of  the  beneficent  designs  wbidi  appear  is 
physical  operations  also  as  no  less  worthy  of  our  all  his  arrangements— to  guard  us  agaimt  em>> 
study  and  inveatigation ;  since   they   form  the  neous  conceptions  of  his  providential  procedure- 
groundwork  of  all  his  other  manifestations.  and  to  furnish  us  with  important  auxiliaries  (or 
There  is  nothing,  however,  which  so  striking-  extending  the  influence  of  his  religion  through  the 
ly  characterizes  the  bulk  of  mankind,  and  even  world;  must  always  be  interesting  to  every  Chris* 
the  great  mau  of  the  Christian  world,  as  that  tian  who  wishes  to  enlarge  his  iniellectual  views, 
apathy  and  indifference  with  which  they  view  and  to  make  progress  in  the  knowledge  of  God. 
the  wonders  of  creation  which  surround  them. 

They  can  look  on  all  that  is  grand,  and  beautiful,  chymistht. 

and  beneficent  in  nature,  without  feeling  the  least         This  science,  which  is  intimately  related  to 

sentiment  of  admiration,  or  of  gratitude  to  that  the  preceding,  has  for  its  object  to  ascertain  th* 

Being  who  is  incessantly  operating  within  them  ingredients,  or  first  principles,  of  which  all  matter 

and  around  them ;  and  they  are  disposed  to  con-  is  composed — to  examine  the  compounds  formed 

sider  the  experiments  of  philosophers,  by  which  by  the  combination  of  these  ingredionui — toio- 

the  wonderful  agency  of  God  is  unveiled,  as  only  vestigate  those  changes  in  natural  bodies,  which 

BO  many  toys  and  amusements  for  the  entertain-  are  not  accompanied  with  uruibU  motion,  and 

ment  of  cliildren.     They  would  prefer  the  paltry  the  nature  of  the  power  whidi  produces  these 

entertainments  of  a  card-table,  of  a  ball-room,  or  combinations  and  changea. 
of  a  gosrtipping  party,  to  the  inspection  of  the         Within  the  limits  of  the  last  half  century,  the 

nicest  pieces  of  divine  mechanism,  and  to  the  empire  of  chymistry  has  been  wondcrfuDy  ei- 

contemplai  ion  of  the  most  august  scene  in  nature,  tended.    From  an  ol^cure  and  humhic  place 

However  lightly  some  religionists  may  be  dis-  among  the  objects  of  study,  it  has  ri¥«n  to  a  high 

posed  to  treat  this  subject,  that  spirit  of  indif-  and  dignified  station  among  those  sciences  which 

ference  with  which  the  visible  works  of  God  are  improve  and  adorn  the  human  mind.   No  kmger 

treate<l  must  be  considered  as  flowing  from  the  confined  to  the  paltry  and  mercenary  object  of 

same  depraved  principle  which  leads  multitudes  searching  for  the  philoiK*phcr*s  stone,  or  of  for* 

to  reject  the  revelations  of  the  Bible,  and  totrifie  nuhing  t  little  amusement,  it  now  extends  iM 
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J  OfTor  all  the  arte  whidi  minuter  to  the  ooid-  also  into  mmpU  and  oompmmd.     Simple  Sub' 
tbti  and  improrement  of  social  life,  and  otm"  aUmom  are  those  which  have  never  yei  been  de- 
fy species  of  animate  and  inanimate  matter,  composed,  nor  formed  by  art.     Conqxmnd  Sub^ 

itlun  the  range  of  homan'investii^tion.   '*  The  afanoss  are  those  which  are  formed  by  the  union 

and  appearances,"  (says  Sir  Humphrey  of  two  or  more  simple  substances.     The  follow- 

Oavji)  **  (^  the  beings  and  substances  of  the  ing  are  all  the  aimpU  substances,  with  which  we 

•itttnial  world,  are  almost  infinitely  variotn,  and  are  at  present  acquainted :  Odoric,  Ldghtj  Oxy- 

dwy  are  in  a  sute  of  continued  alteration.  Even  gen^  Nitrogen,   Carbon,    Hydrogen,    Sitlphur, 

dw  earth  itself,  throughout  its  whole  surface,  PhMphonu,  the  Metals,  and  some  of  the  Eartha. 

undergoes  modificalions.    Acted  on  by  moisture  All  that  \  propose,  under  this  article^  is,  simply 

aad  air,  it  affords  the  food  of  plants ;  an  immense  to  state  some  of  the  properties  of  two  or  three  of 

mmber  of  vegetable  productions  arise  from  ap-  these  simple  substances. 

parently  the  same  materials ;  these  become  the  Caloric,  ur  elementary  fire,  is  the  name  now 

Nbacanoe  of  animals ;  one  species  of  animal  given  by  chymista  to  that  element  or  pro[)erty 

natter  is  converted  into  another ;  the  most  perfect  which,  combined  with  various  bodies,  produces 

and  beautiful  of  the  forms  of  organized  life  ulii-  the  sensation  oCkeat,  while  it  is  passing  from  one 

matdy  decay,  and  are  resolved  into  inorganic  body  to  another.     This  substance  appears  to 

•ggregratea;    and   the  same  elementary  sub-  pervade  the  whole  system  of  nature.    There  are 

stances,  diflferently  arranged,  are  contained  in  six  different  sources,  from  whence  caloric  may 

the  inert  soil,  or  bloom  and  emit  fragrance  in  be  procured.     It  may  be  produced  by  combiU' 

tha  flower,   or  become  in  animals    the  active  fion,   in  which  {process  the  oxygen  gas  of  tlie 

organs  of  mind  and  intelligence.    In  artificial  atmosf^ere  is  decomposed,  and  caloric,  one  of 

operations,  changes  of  the  same  order  occur;  its  coroponept  parts,  set  at  liberty — by  friction, 

■ubfltancas  having  the  characters  of  earth,  are  or  the  rubbing  of  two  substances  against  each 

converted  into  metals ;  clays  and  sands  are  united,  other — by  pereumon,  as  the  striking  of  steel 

ao  as  to  become  porcelain ;  earths  and  alkalies  against  a  piece  of  flint — by  the  mixture  of  tioo 

ara  eoodiinad  into  glass ;  acrid  and  corrosive  or  mors  eubetaneea ;  as  when  sulphuric  acid  is 

maltara  are  fimned  from  tasteless  substances ;  poured  upon  water  or  magnesia---by  electricity 

ooloursarefized  upon  atuffj),  or  changed,  or  made  and  ^oZoamsm.    The  discharge  of  an  electric 

to  disappear;  and  the  productions  of  the  vegetsp  or  galvanic  battery  will  produce  a  more  intense 

bke,  mineral,  and  animal  kingdoms  are  convert-  degree  of  heat  than  any  other  means  whatever. 

od  into  new  forms,  and  made  subservient  to  the  But  the  principal,  and  probably  the   original 

porposes  of  civilized  life.    To  trace,  in  detail,  source  of  caloric,  is  the  Sun,  which  furnishes 

tJMiss  diversified  and  complicated  phenomena ;  the  earth  with  a  regular  supply  for  the  support 

to  arrange  them,  and  deduce  general  laws  from  and  nourishment  of  the  animal  and  vegetable 

their  analogies,  is  the  business  of  chymistry."—  tribes.     From  this  9ource  it  moves  at  the  rate  of 

t^enunU  of  Chynueal  PhUaupky.  195,000  miles  in  a  second  of  time ;  for  it  has 

Chymists  have  arranged  the  genereU  forme  qf  been  alreaily  stated,  that  the  sun  semis  forth  rays 

ssotter  into  the  four  following  classes.    The^rat  of  hear,  which  are  distinct  from  th^e  which  pro- 

daas  coQsistj  of  iSo&is,  which  form  the  principal  duce  illumination,  and  which  accompany  them 

parts  of  the  globe,  and  which  differ  fix>m  each  other  in  their  course  through  the  ethereal  regions, 

in  hardness,  colour,  opacity,  transparency,  densi-  Caloiic  is  the  cause  o(Jluidity,m  all  sub- 

ty,  and  other  properties.  The  aecond  clans  consists  stances  which  are  capable  of  becoming  fluid.    A 

cfPUtide,  such  as  water,  oils,  spirits,  he,  whose  certain  portion,  or  doae  of  it,  reduces  a  solid  body 

parts  possess  freedom  of  motion,  and  require  to  the  state  of  an  incompressible  fluid  ;  a  larger 

great  mechanical  force  to  make  ihem  occupy  a  portion  brings  it  to  the  state  of  an  aei  ifurm   or 

amaller  space.     The  third  dass  comprehends  gaseous  fluid.     Thus,  a  certain  portion  of  caloric 

EUaa&i  Ftrnde,  or  Chaes,  which  exist  freely  in  reduces  ice  to  a  state  of  water  ;  a  larger  portion 

the  atmosphere ;  but  may  be  confined  by  solids  converts  it  into  steam  or  vapour.     There   is 

and  fluids,  and  their  properties  examined.  Their  reason  to  believe   that  the  hardest  rocks,  the 

parts  are  highly  moveable,  compressible,  and  densest  meta.'s,  and  every  solid   substance  on 

expansive ;  they  are  all  transparent ;  they  pre-  the  face  of  the  'earth,  might  be  converted  into 

sent  two  or  three  varieties  of  colour;  and  they  a  fluid,  and  even  into  a  gas,  were  ihey  submit- 

differ   greatly  in  density.     The  fourth  class  ted  to  the  action  of  a  very  high  temperature, 

comprehends  Ethereal  Suhataneu,    which  are  This  substance  is  called  aen»ible  caloric,  when 

known  to  us  only  in  their  states  of  motion,  when  it  produces  the  sensation  of  heat ;   and  latent 

acting  upon  our  organs  of  sense,  and  which  are  caloric,  when   it  forms  an  insensible   part   of 

not  susceptible  of  being  confined.    Such  are  the  the  substance  of  bodies.    All  bodies  are,  in  a 

raya  qfUght,  anJ  radiant  heat,  which  are  inces-  greater  or  less  degree,  conduetora  of  caloric. 

santly  in  motion,  throughout  the  spaces  that  in-  Metals  and  liquids  are  good  conductors  of  heat, 

terrene  between  our  globe  and  the  sun  and  the  but  sUk,  cotton,  wool,  wood,  &c  are  bad  conduc- 

■tars.  Cbjmists  divide  the  fubstanees  io  nators  ton  of  it.    For  ezampls,  if  we  put  a  short  po- 
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ker  into  the  fire  tt  one  end,  it  will  toco  becoine  bmum  which  hii  wisdom  ham  ooatrited  far  ^ 

hot  at  the  other  ;  but  this  will  not  happen  with  a  tenring,  in  due  order,  the  f  ystem  of  nature.  Aed, 

piece  of  wood  of  the  same  length,  and  under  the  as  this  wonderfiil  6ubet<nce  is  so  easeotiafij  ae* 

■ame  circumstances.    A  person  with  a  silken  cessary  to  animal  and  vegetable  eiciateoce,  ererr 

purse,  containing  metal  coin,  may  stand  so  near  thing  is  so  arranged  as  to  produce  a  regular  !■(► 

the  fire,  as  to  make  the  metal  almost  too  hot  to  ply  of  it,  notwithstanding  its  incessant  chaa|cs, 

touch,  though  the  temperature  of  the  purse  will  and  the  multifarious  combinations  into  n^adk  it 

apparently  be  scarcely  altered.   If  ahsind  be  put  is  continually  entering. 

upon  a  hot  body,  part  of  the  caloric  leaves  the  One  of  the  must  extraordinary  effects  of  oi^gn 
hot  body  and  enters  the  hand,  producing  the  sen-  appeara,  when  it  is  combined  in  a  oertain  pro* 
■ation  of  heat.  On  the  contrary,  if  a  hand  be  portion  with  nitrogen,  so  as  to  Icmi  the  gascooi 
put  on  a  cold  body,  as  a  piece  of  iron,  or  another  oxide  of  nitrogen,  or  what  is  commonly  oefied 
cdd  hand,  part  of  the  caloric  contained  in  the  nitroiM  oxide.  This  gas  consists  of  63  parts  ni- 
hand  leaves  it  to  unite  with  the  colder  body,  trogen,  and  37  oxygen,  by  weight.  YiTbea  is- 
producing  the  sensation  of  cold.  In  short,  ca-  haled  into  the  lungs,  it  produces  an  eztraordnary 
loric  is  diffused  throughout  all  bodies,  and  enters  elevation  of  -the  animal  q)irits,  a  propensity  lo 
into  every  operation  in  nature  ;  and  were  it  not  leaping  and  running,  involuntary  fits  of  laughter, 
for  the  infiuence  of  this  subtile  fiuid,  there  is  a  rapid  flow  of  vivkl  ideas,  and  a  tliotisand  d^ 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  whole  matter  of  the  lightful  emotions  ;  without  being  accompanied 
universe  would  be  condensed  into  a  solid  mass,  with  any  subsequent  feelings  of  dcbilitj.  This 
Oxygen  is  a  very  pure,  subtile,  and  elastic  circumstance  shows  what  a  variety  uf  deligfatfitl 
substance,  generally  diffused  throughout  nature ;  or  pernicious  effects  might  flow  finam  the  slightest 
but  is  never  found  unless  in  combination  with  change  in  the  constitution  of  tbe  atoios^ierr, 
other  substances.  It  is  one  of  the  most  impor-  were  the  hand  of  the  Almighty  to  interpose  in 
tant  agents  in  nature  ;  there  being  scarcely  a  altering  the  proportion  of  its  constituem  p«ts : 
single  process,  whether  natural  or  artificial,  in  for  atnraepheric  air  is  composed  of  79  parts  of 
which  oxygen  has  not  some  iniportant  share,  nitrogra,  and  £1  of  o^gen,  which  is  not  a  vrry 
When  combined  with  caloric,  it  is  Called  ory^en  different  proportion  irom  the  abore.  Another  gss 
got,  which  forms  one  of  the  constituent  parts  of  c^led  niirie  oxide,  composed  of  66  parts  oxynen, 
the  atmosphere.  In  this  state,  it  forms  the  and  44  nitrogen,  prodooes  instant  saffocatioo  in 
principle  of  oombuMion  ;  producing  the  most  all  animak  ttiat  attempt  to  breathe  it.  One  d 
rapid  deflagration  of  all  combustible  substances,  the  most  corrosive  acids,  the  wbnma  add,  or 
If  a  lighted  taper  be  let  down  into  ajar  of  oxy-  aquafortis,  is  composed  of  76  parts  oxygen  and 
gen  gas,  it  bums  with  such  splendour,  that  the  26  parts  nitrogen ;  so  that  wo  are  ererj  Bsomcat 
eye  can  scarcely  bear  the  glare  of  light ;  and  at  breathing  a  certain  substance,  which,  in  another 
the  same  time  produces  a  much  greater  heat  combination,  would  produce  the  most  dreadfiil 
than  when  burning  in  common  air.  If  a  steel  pain,  and  cause  our  immediate  destruction, 
wire ,  or  a  thin  file,  having  a  sharp  point,  armed  What  a  striking  proof  does  this  afford  of  the  is* 
with  a  bit  of  wood  in  inflammation,  be  introduced  finite  comprehension  of  the  divine  mind,  in  fbre> 
into  a  jar  filled  with  this  gas,  the  steel  will  toko  seeing  all  the  consequences  of  the  elements  ci 
fire,  and  its  combustion  will  continue,  producing  nature,  and  in  directing  their  nomermn  combi- 
a  most  brilliant  phenomenon.  It  has  been  nations  in  such  a  manner  as  to  promote  the  hap> 
proved,  by  numerous  experiments,  that  this  gas  piness  of  animated  beings ! 
is  so  esterUial  tu  combustion,  that  no  substance  Nitrogen^  or  azoUf  is  a  substance  geoeraijjr 
will  bum  in  common  air,  which  has  been  pre-  diffused  throughout  nature,  and  particularly  io 
viously  deprived  of  its  oxygen.  It  is  also  es-  animated  bodies.  It  is  not  to  be  found  in  a  solid 
sential  to  animal  life ;  so  that  man,  and  all  the  or  liquid  state,  but,  combined  vntb  caloric,  it 
inferior  ranks  of  animated  nature,  may  be  said  forms  mtrogtn  gas^  which  is  one  of  the  ingrr- 
to  depend  upon  this  fluid  for  their  existence.  Its  dients  of  the  atmoephere.  It  is  capable  of  sup- 
basis  gives  the  add  character  to  all  mineral  and  '  porting  either  flame  or  animal  life.  This  is 
vegetable  salts  :  and  the  caleinaHon  of  metals  is  proved  by  introducing  an  animal,  or  a  burning 
altogether  effected  by  their  union  with  oxygen,  candle,  into  a  vessel  full  of  this  gas :  in  whirfa 
It  constitutes  the  basis  both  of  the  atmosphere  case,  the  aninuil  is  suddenly  suffocated,  and  the 
which  surrounds  the  earth,  and  of  the  water  candle  instantly  extinguished.  It  is  this  gas 
which  forms  its  rivers,  suas,  and  oceans.  It  which  is  expelled  from  the  lungs  at  every  respi- 
pervades  the  substance  ofall  the  vegetable  tribes,  ration,  and,  rising  over  our  heads,  soon  enters 
and  enables  them  to  perform  their  functions ;  into  new  combinations.  Though  it  is  desirsc- 
and,  in  combination  with  the  different  metals,  tive  to  animal  life,  it  appears  to  be  fiivourable  to 
serves  the  most  important  purposes  in  the  'use-  plants,  whidi  vegetate  fieely  when  snirounded 
ful  arts.     In  the  operation  of  this  elementary  with  nitrogen. 

principle,  we  perceive  a  striking  display  of  the  Hydrogen  is  another  elementary  substance, 

agency  of  the  Creator,  and  of  the  adminbls  abundant  in  nature,  and,  whai  unitad  lo  cakrici 
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forms  hydrogen  gai .    It  in  one  of  the  oootiitu-  powerful  ant%$eptiej  or  pretenrer  from  putrefac- 
enc  parte  of  water ;  for  it  hae  been  completeljr  tion.     Meat  which  has  been  sealed  up  in  it  (says 
4enioostrated  by  experiment,  that  water  is  com-  Mr.  Parkes)  has  been  known  to  have  preserved 
posed  of  85  parts  by  weight  of  oxygen,  and  15     its  texture  and  appearance  for  more  than  twenty 
of  hydrogen,  in  every  hundred  parts  of  the  fluid,  years.    There  is  no  substance  of  more  import* 
Thb  gas  was  fonneriy  known  by  the  name  of  ance  in  civilised  hfe  than  the  difl^ervnt  forms  of 
Mj/laminaMe  tur.    It  is  distingui^ed  among  mi-     Carbon,     "  In  nature,"  says   Sir.  H.    Davy, 
hmv  by  the  name  of  Jlre'damp ;  it  abounds  in  "  this  element  is  constantly'active  in  an  import* 
coal-cnliies,  and  sometimes  produces  the  most  ant  series  of  operatitms.     It  is  evolved  in  fer- 
trmbeodoos  explosions.    It  is  incapable,  by  it-  mentation  and  combustion,  in  carbonic  acid ;  it 
Mlf,'of  supporting  combustion,  and  cannot  be  is  separated  firom  oxygen  in  the  organs  of  plants; 
breathed  without  the  most  imminent  danger.     It  it  is  a  principal  element  in  animal  structures  ; 
it  the  chief  constituent  of  oils,  &ts,  spirits,  ether,  and  is  fuund  in  ditfcrent  forms  in  almost  all  the 
cods,  and  bitumen ;  and  is  supposed  to  be  one  products  of  organized  beings.** 
of  the  agents  which  produce  the  ignes  fatui  and         Sulphur  \%  a  substance  which  has  been  known 
the  nor^srn  Ughta.    It  is  the  ligfUeat  oC  all  pon-  fi'om  the  earliest  ages.    It  was  used  by  the  an- 
derable  bodies ;  being  from  twelve  to  f^een  times  cients  in  medicine,  and  its  fumes  have,  for  more 
lighter  than  common  air.    A  hundred  cubic  in-  than  2000  years,  been  employed  in  bleaching 
ehea  of  it  weigh  about  2^  grains.    On  account  wool.    It  is  (bund  combined  vn'h  many  mineral 
of  its  great  levity  it  is  used  for  filing  atr-6a//oon«.  subiftances,  as  arsenic,  antimony,  copper,  and 
in  contact  with  atmospheric  air,  it  bums  with  a  most  of  the  metallic  anss.    It  exists  in  many  mi- 
pale  blue  colour.    When  mixed  with  oxygen  gas,  neral  waters,  and  in  combination  with  vegetable 
it  may  be  exploded  like  gunpowder,  with  a  vio-  and  animal  matters,  but  is  most  abundant  in  vol- 
lent  report.     Ca/bwetUd  hydrogen  gOM^  which  canic  countries,  particularly  in  the  neighbour- 
is  ear6on  dissolved  in  hydrogen,  is  that  beautiful  hood  of  Vesuvius,  Etna,  and  Hecla  in  Iceland, 
gas,  which  is  now  emfiloyed  in  lighting  our  It  is  a  solid,  opaque,  combustible  substance,  of 
■iMwts,  ihopa,  ani  manufactories.  a  pale  yellow  cok>ur,  very  brittle,  and  almost 
C<ir5(m  is  another  simple  substance  extensively  without  taste  or  smell.     Its  specific  gravity  is 
diffused  throughout  nature.    It  is  found  pure  and  nearly  twice  that  uf  tvater ;  it  is  a  coo-condiict- 
■olid  only  in  tlie  diiamond;  but  it  may  be  pro-  or  of  electricity,  and,  of  course,  becomes  elec- 
eiMvi  in  the  state  of  eAoreoof,  by  burning  a  piece  trie  by  firiction.    When  heated  to  the  tempera- 
of  wool  dooely  covered  with  sand,  in  a  cruci-  ture  of  170^  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,   ii 
We.    Carbon  enter j  into  the  composition  of  bi-  rises  up  in  the  form  of  a  fine  powder,  which  is 
Inmen  and  pit  coal,  and  of  most  animal  and  some  easily  collecte*!  in  a  proper  vessel,  and  is  named 
mineral  substances  ;   and  it  forms  nearly   the  the  Jlowert  of  tulphur.    It  is  insoluble  in  water, 
whole  of  the  solid  basis  of  all  vegetables,  from  but  may  be  dissolved  in  oils,  in  spirit  of  wine, 
the  most  delicate  flower  to  the  statoly  oak.    It  is  and  in  hydrogen  gas.     When  sulphur  is  heated 
also  a  component  part  of  sugar,  and  of  all  kinds  to  the  temperature  of  302^  in  the  open  air,  it 
of  wax,  oils,  gums,  and  resins.    It  combines  takes  fire  spontaneously,  and  bums  wiih  a  pale 
with  iron  in  rariotis  proportions,  and  the  results  blue  flame,  and  emits  a  great  quantity  of  fumes 
ard  cast  iron  and  steel.     Black  lead  is  a  com-  of  a  strong   suffocating  odour.     When  heated 
position  of  nine  parts  of  carbon  to  one  of  iron  ;  to  the  temperature  of  570^,  it  bums  with  a  bright 
and  is,  th^ref  ire,  called  a  car6vre<  of  iron.  Carbon  white  flame,  and  emits  a  vast  quantity  of  fumes, 
u  mdetttruetihle  by  age,  and  pn^erves  its  iden-  When  these  fumes  are  collected,  they  are  found 
tity  in  all  the  combinations  into  which  it  enters,  to  consist  entirely  ofeulphurie  add;  to  that  sul- 
Caritomc  aad  g<u  is  a  combination  of  carbon  and  phur,  by  combustion,  is  converted  into  an  add. 
oxygen.  It  is  found  in  a  state  of  combination  with  It  is  the  base  of  several  compound  substances. 
lime,  forming  limestone,  marble,  and  chalk ;  and  It  unites  with  oxygen,  hydrogen,  nitrogen,  phos- 
may  he  separated  from  them  by  heat,  or  by  means  phorus,  the  alkalies,  the  metals,  ami  some  of  the 
of  the  mineral  acids.    This  gaii,  which  was  for-  earths.    This  substance  is  of  great  importance 
meriy  called  Jlxed  air,  is  found  in  mines,  caves,  in  medicine,  as  it  is  found  to  penetrate  to  the  ex- 
the  bottoms  of  wells,  wine  cellars,  brewers'  vats,  tremities  of  the  moat  minute  vessels,  and  to  im- 
and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  lime-kilns.    It  is  pregnate  all  the  secretions.    It  is  also  used  in  the 
known  to  miners  by  the  name  of  the  chake-dampf  arts,  particularly  in  bleaching  and  dying ;  it  forms 
and  too  frequently  rans  on  deadly  errands.    It  a  very  large  proportion  of  gunpowder  ;  and  one 
extinguiriies  flame  and  animal  4ife.    It  is  the  of  its  roost  common,  but  not  least  useful  proper- 
heaviest  of  all  the  gases  ;  being  neariy  twice  the  ties,  is  that  of  its  conUnMibiUtyf  by  which,  with 
weight  of  common  air,  and  twenty  times  the  the  help  of  a  tinder-box,  light  is  almost  instanta- 
wetght  of  hydrogen.     Ft   may,  therefore,  be  neously  produced.    As  this  substance  has  not 
poured  from  one  vessel  to  another;  and  if  a  yet  been  decomposed,  it  is  considered  by  chy- 
small  quantity  of  it  be  poured  upon  a  lighted  mists,  in  the  mean  time,  as  one  of  the  simple 
tanar.  it  wUl  be  inatantly  eztiiiguiahed.    It  ia  a  sabetincei. 
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PhotphoruM  la  another  limple  combustible  sub-  Some  animals,  as  the*  glow-wafm  and  th/t/re^ 
stance,  but  is  never  found  in  a  pure  state  in  na-  Jly^  and  fish  in  a  putrescent  state,  exhibit  pbos- 
tare.     It  is  commonly  united  to  oxygen  in  a  state  phorescenl  qualities.     M.  Peron  describes  atio<- 
oT  phosphoric  acid,  which  is  found  in  different  gular  instance  of  this  kind  in  an  animal  which  be 
animal,  vegetable,  and  mineral  substances.     It  caJi\a  the  pyrotoma  atlantieumy  which  he  observed 
was  first  discovered  by  Brandt,  a  chynnst  of,    in  his  voyage  from  Europe  to  the  Iskt  of  Prance. 
Hamburgh,  in  the  year  1667,  and  afterwards  by  The  darkness  was  intense  when  it  was  first  di^ 
the  Honourable  Mr.  Boyle,  in  1679.    It  was  covered  ;   and  all  at  once  there  appeared  at  sone 
formerly  obtained  by  a  disgusting  process ;  but  distance,  as  it  were,  a  vast  sheet  of  pbospboro 
it  is  now  extracted  from  the  tenet  of  animals,  by  floating  on  the  waves,  which  occupied  a  great 
burning  them,  and  then  reducing  them  to  a  fine  space  before  the  vessel.     When  the  vessel  hai 
powder,  and  afterwards  pouring  sulphuric  acid  passed  through  this  inflamed  part  of  the  sea,  it 
npon  them.    This  substance,  when  pure,  resem-  was  found  that  this  prodigious  light  was  occa- 
bles  bees'  wax^  being  of  a  clear,  transparent,  sioned  by  an  immense  number  of  small  animals, 
yellowish  colour;  it  is  insoluble  in  water;  it  which  swam  at  different  depths,  and  appeared  to 
may  be  cut  with  a  knife,  or  twisted  to  pieces  with  assume  various  forms.    Those  whidi  wefe  deep- 
tbe  fingers  ;  and  it  is  about  double  the  specific  est  looked  like  great  red-hot  cannon  balls,  while 
gravity  of  water.     Its  most  remarkable  property  those  on  tiie  sur&ce  resembled  cylinders  of  rsd- 
is  its  very  strong  attraction  for  oxygen,  from  hot  iron.     Some  of  them  were  caught,  and  were 
which  circumstance,  it  burns  spontaneously  in  found  to  vary  in  size  from  three  to  seven  inches, 
the  open  air  at  the  temperature  of  48^  ;  that  is.  All  the  exterior  sur&ce  of  the  animal  was  bristled 
k  attracts  the  oxygen  gas  from  the  atmosphere,  with  thick  Icmg  tubercles,  shining  like  so  maay 
and  heat  and  flame  are  produced.    It  gradually  diamonds  ;  and  these  seemed  to  be  the  principal 
eonmimes  when  exposed  to  the  common  tempe-  seat  of  its  wonderful  phosphcMrescence. 
rature  of  air,  emits  a  whitish  smoke,  and  is  lu-  Such  is  a  brief  description  of  the  principal 
minous  in  the  dark  ;  for  this  reason  it  is  kept  in  elementary  substances,  which,  in  a  thousand  di- 
phials  of  water ;  and  aa  the  heat  of  the  hand  is  vwsificd  forms,  pervade  the  system  of  nature, 
sufficient  to  inflame  it,  it  should  seldom  be  ban-  and  produce  all  that  variety  which  we  behold  in 
died  except  under  water.    At  the  temperature  of  the  atmosphere,  the  waters,  the  earth,  and  the 
99^  it  melts  ;  it  evaporates  at  219^,  and  boils  at  various  processes  of  the  arts.     Tt  is  probable  that 
S54^.     When  heated  to  148^  it  takes  fire,  and  •  some  of  these  substances  are  compounds,  thou^ 
bums  with  a  very  bright  flame,  and  gives  out  a  they  have  not  yet  been  decomposed.     Tea,  it  is 
very  large  quantity  of  white  smoke,  vvhich  is  lu«  possible,  and  not  at  all  improbable,  that  there  are 
minous  in  the  dark  ;  at  the  same  time  it  eraita  but  two,  or  at  most  three,  elementary  substances 
an  odour,  which  has  some  resemblance  to  that  of  in  nature,  the  various  modifications  of  which 
garlic;  and  this  smoke,  when  collected,  is  proved  produce  all  the  beauties  and  sublimities  in  tbs 
to  be  an  add.    It  bums  with  the  greatest  spleri-  universe.     Perhaps  caloric,  oxygen,  and  hydro* 
dour  m  oxygen  gas,  and  when  taken  internally,  gen,  may  ultimately  be  found  to  constitute  all 
it  is  found  to  be  poisonous.     If  any  light  sub-  the  elementary  pruiciples  of  nature.     Without 
stance,   capable  of  conducting  heat,  be  placed  prosecuting  this  subject  farther,  I  shall  ci>nc!uiie 
npon  the  surface  of  boiling  water,  and  a  bit  of  this  article  with  a  few  cursory  reflectioDS,  tend' 
phosphorus  be  laid  upon  it,  the  heat  of  the  water  ing  to  illustra:*?  its  connexion  MJrh  religion, 
will  be  sufficient  to  set  the  phosplionis  on  fire.  Th«  remarks  which  I  have  already  thrown  out 
If  we  write  a  few  words  on  paper  with  a  bit  of  in  reference  to  natural  philosophy  will  equally 
ph(»phorus  fixed  in  a  quill,  when  the  writing  is  apply  to  the  science  nf  chymistry  ;  and,  there- 
carried  into  a  dark  room  it  will  appear  beauti-  fore,  do  not  require  lobe  re|>eated.     In  aJditifM» 
fully  luminous      If  a  piece  of  phosphorus,  about  to  tha<c,    the   following  observations   may  be 
the  size  of  a  pea,  be  dropped  into  a  tumbler  of  stated  : — 

hot  water,  and  a  stream  of  oxygen  gas  forced  di-  1.  Thi.^  science  displays,  in  a  striking  point 
rectly  upon  it,  it  will  display  the  most  brilliant  of  view,  the  winddm  and  goodness  of  God,  in 
combustion  under  water  that  can  be  imagined,  producing^  in/  the  most  simple  means^  the  meet 
All  experiments  with  phosphorus,  however,  re-  astonishing  and  benevolent  ^ects.  All  the  va- 
quire  to  be  performed  with  great  ccattion.  This  ried  phenomena  we  perceive,  throughout  the 
Mibstance  is  used  in  making  phosphorus  match-  whole  system  of  rub^unary  nature,  are  produced 
bo*tles,  phosphoric  oil,  phosphoric  tapers,  and  by  a  combination  of  six  or  seven  simple  sub- 
various  phosphoric  fireworks.  Phosphorized  htf-  stances.  I  formerly  adverted  to  the  infinite 
driven  gas  is  produced  by  bits  of  phosphorus  variety  which  exists  in  the  vegetable  kingdom, 
remaining  some  hours  in  hydrogen  gas.  It  is  (see  pp.  37,  38.)  About  fifty-six  thousand  di^ 
supposed  to  be  this  gas  which  is  of^en  seen  ferent  species  of  plants  have  already  been  dit- 
hovering  on  the  surface  of  burial  grounds  and  covered  by  botanists.  All  these,  fi'om  the  hum- 
marshes,  known  in  Scotland  by  the  name  of  spun-  ble  shrub  to  the  cedar  of  Lebanon,  which  adora 
ib't,  and  in  England  by  that  of  wiO-o-the'UMp,  tlie  surlace  of  the  globe,  ia  ercrj  dime,  wi6 
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iftdiTeraiy  orformffShailea,  and  coloars,  are  particle  of  matter  which  novr«zuKs  will  ever  l>e 

the  result  of  the  combinations  of  "  four  or  five  annihilatml,  into  whatever  new  or  varied  com- 

UAtural  substances— caloric,   light,  water,  air,  binaiions  it  may  enter.     When  any  particular 

•nd  carbon.'^    "  When  we  consider,"  says  Mr.  world,  or  assemblage  of  material  existence,  has 

Plrkes,  "  that  the  many  tho«isand  tribes  of  ve-  remained  in  its  original  state  for  a  certain  period 

^tables  are  not  only  all  formed  from  a  few  simple  of  duration,  and  accomplished  all  the  ends  it  was 

fluriwiaaees,  but  that  they  all  enjoy  the  same  sun,  intended  to  subserve  in  that  state,  the  materials 

regelate  in  the  same  medium,  and  are  supplied  uf  which  it  is  com{K»s«d  will,  in  all  probability, 

with  the  nune  nutriment,  we  cannot  but  he  8truck  be  employed  for  erecting  a  new  sys  um,  and  es- 

with  the  rich  economy  of  Nature,  and  are  al-  tabli(»hing  a  new  series  of  events,  iu  which  now 

moet  induced   to  doubt  the  evidence  of  thoM  scenes,  and  new  beauties  and  sublimities,  \vi!l 

seoaec  with  which  the  Qod  of  nature  has  fur-  arise  from  new  and  varied  combinations.     For 

nished  ua.     That  it  should  be  possible  so  to  the  Creator  does  nothing  in  vain.    Bui  to  anni- 

tBodiiy  and  intermingle  a  few  simple  substances,  bilate,  and  again  to  create,  would  beopurating  in 

and  theoce  produce  all  the  variety  of  form,  colour,  vain;  and  "we    uniformly  find,  that  in  all  tiu; 

odour,  &c.  which  are  observable  in  the  different  arrangem(*nts  of  Deity  in  the  present  state  «>f 

Ikinilies  of  vegetable.^,  is  a  phenomenon  too  as-  things,  Nature  is  frugal  and  economical  in  ail 

tonishing  for  our  comprehension.    Nothing  short  her  proceedings ;   so  that  there  is  no  process, 

of  Omnipotence  could  have  provided  such  a  pa-  when  thoroughly  investigated,  that  appears  un- 

radiae  for  man." — Chymieal  Cateehitmj  chap.  9.  necessary  or  superflueus, 

^  .o-^      «.            .              t.  ^         J   s^.          .  From  the  fact,  that  matter  aptiears  to  be  in- 

^^ll^.'^'  ^'^'^"'  ^"^  "•*  ^^'^'  *^  destructible,  we  may  learn,  that  the  Creator 

In  mbiglod  clouds  to  Rim,  whose  sun  exalts,  niay,  with  the  self-same  materials  which  now 

Wh<»eteeath  perfumes  you,  and  ^Jo^^c"  exist  around  us,  new-model   and  arrange  the 

glebe  we  inhabit,  after  the  general  conflagration, 

What  an  admirable  view  is  here  opened  up  of  so  as  to  make  a  more  glorious  world  to  arise 

^he  eoooomy  of  divine  wisdom,  and  of  the  bene-  out  of  its  ashes ;  purified  from  those  phyuical 

licent  care  which  has  been  taken  to  secure  the  evils  which  now  exist ;  and  fitted  for  the  ac- 

•coralbrt  and  happiness  of  every  living  creature :  commodation  either  of  renovated  men,  or  of 

wad  how  ungrateful  a  disposition  must  it  indicate  other  pure  intelligences.     From  the  same  fact, 

an  rational  beings  to  overlook  such  benevolent  combined  with  tlie  consideration  of  the  infinite 

•arrangements !    It  is  highly  probable,  that  iu  all  diversity  of  effects  which  the  simple  substances 

-other  worlds  disponed  throughout  the  universe  of  nature  are  capable  of  producing,  we  may  be 

«n  infinite  diversity  of  scenery  exists,  and  that  enabled  to  form  a  concefition  of  the  ease  with 

no  one  globe  or  system  exactly  resembles  an-  which  the  Cfeator  may  new-model  our  bodies, 

other ;  and  yet,  it  is  probable,  tliat  the  primary  after  they  have  been  dissolved  in  the  dust ;  and 

-elements  of  matter,  or  tlie  few  timjiU  nAttanne*  how,  fronnhe  same  original  atoms,  he  may  con- 

of  which  our  world  is  composed,  may  be  of  the  struct  and  adorn  them  with  more  glorious  forms 

same  nature  as  those  which  form  the  constituent  and  more  delightful  and  enjuistte  senses  than 

parts  of  every  other  system ;  and  may  give  birth  they  now  possess. 

to  all  the  variety  which  exists  throughout  the  In  short,  the  rapid  progress  which  chymical 

wide  extent  of  creation,  and  to  all  the  changes  science  is  «ow  making,  promises,  ere  long,  tw 

juid  revolutions  throuph  which  the  different  sys-  introduce  improvements  among  the  human  race, 

■\emn  may  paas,  during  every  period  of  infinite  whidi  will  expand  their  vietvs  of  the  agency  of 

duration.  God,  counteract  many  physical  evils,  and  pro- 

2.  From  this  science  we  have  every  reason  to  mote,  to  an  extent  which   has  never  yet  been 

conclude,  that  matter  is  indestructible.     In  the  experienced,  their  social  and  domestic  enjoy, 

various  changes  that  take  place  in  material  siib-  meet.    The  late  discoveries  of  chymistryjend 

stances,  the  particles  of  matter  are  not  destroyed,  to  convince  us,  that  the  properties  and  powers  of 

4>ut  only  assume  new  forms,  and  enter  into  new  natural  subjects  are  only  beginning  to  be  disco- 

<:oaibinations.    When  a  piece  of  wood,  for  ex-  vered.     Who  could  have  imagined,  a  century 

•ample,  is  burned  to  ashes,  none  of  its  principles  ago,  that  an  invisible  substance  is  contained  in  a 

>-are   destroyed ;    the  elementary   substances  of  piece  of  coal,  capable  of  producing   the  most 

which  it  was  composed  are  only  separated  from  beat'ittful  and  splendid  iihimination — that  this 

one  another,  and  formed  into  new  compounds,  substanee  may  be  ciinveyed,  in  a  few  moments, 

«Oarbon,  as  already  slated^  appears  to  be  inde-  through  pipes  of  several  miles  in  length — and. 

atructible  by  age,  and  to  preserve  im  essential  tliat  a  city,  containing  several  hundred  tliousamis 

properties    in    every   mode  of  its   existence,  of  inhabitants,  may  bo  instantly  lighted  up  by  it. 

That  Being,  indeed,  who  created  matter  at  first,  without  the  aid  of  either  wax,  oil,  or  tallow  1 

may  reduce  it  to  nothing  when  he  pleases ;  but  Who  could  have  imagined,  that  one  of  the  in- 

%t  is  highly  improbable  that  his  power  will  ever  gradients  of  the  air  wo  breatlie  is  the  principle  nf 

be  iater|w«ed  to  produce  this  effect^  «r  that  any  eeaabuatioa — that  a  sod  of  iron  may  bo  made  la 
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burn  with  a  brilliancy  that  dazzles  thp  eyes—  economy  of  the  animal  frame.     Anakm§  &• 

that  a  piece  of  charcoal  may  be  made  to  bum  MCts  dead  bodies,  phjfmology  inrestigaies  te 

with  a  white  and  splendid  light,  which  is  infe-  ftmctions  of  those  that  are  Ininf,    The  fatMr 

rior  only  to  the  solar  rays — and  that  the  diamond  examines  the  fluids,  musdes,  viscera,  and  all  ibe 

is  nothing  more  than  oarban  in  a  crystallized  other  parts  of  the  human  body,  ia  a  atateofritf, 

state,  and  differs  only  in  a  slight  degree  from  a  the  latter  considers  them  in  a  slate  of  eebsa. 

bit  of  common  charcoal  7    Who  could  have  sur-  The  parts  of  the  human  body  kave  beea  4ii> 

mised,  that  a  substance  would  be  discovered,  of  tinguished  into  two  different  kinds     solids  aad 

such  a  degree  of  levity,  as  would  have  power  fluids.     The  solid  parts  are  6oires,  ovtifafffh, 

sufficient  to  buoy  up  a  number  of  men  to  the  up-  UgamenU^  Titusde^y  fomiefM,  memAroiMS,  iMrMi, 

per  parts  of  the  atmosphere,  and  enable  them  (o  arteriet^  veins,  Aoir,  notZs,  and  dueU,  or  fine  t»> 

swim,  in  safety,  above  the  regions  of  the  clouds  ?  bular  vessels  of  various  kinds.     Of  these  sofid 

These  are  only  specimens  of  still  more  brilliant  parts,  the  following  cooipotmd  organs  oonsifl; 

discoveries  which  will,  doubtless,  be  brought  to  the  tnxdn  and  eere6etftim;  the  lmHg9i  the  Aesrt; 

light  by  the  researches  of  future  generations,  the  ttomaeh;  Hm  liver;  ihvtpleen;  the /Mnertsi; 

We  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the  investiga-  the  gUtndi ;  the  kidnejf* ;  the  imiealma ;  the  s»> 

tions  of  this  science  will,  in  due  time,  enable  us  99niery ;  ihe  laryns ;  and  the  organs  of  seass* 

to  counteract  most  of  the  diseases  incident  to  the  the  ejfett  *oT$,  nose,  and  tomgwe.    The  Huid  parti 

human  frame;  and  to  prevent  many  of  those  fiital  are,  the  sofraa,  or  spittle,  phkgm,  scnmi,  lb 

accidents  to  which  mankind  are  now  exposed.  ei^/<,  6bod,  6t<e,  mUkj  tysipAa,  urine,  the  ps» 

Davy's  9ofety  lamp  has  already  preserved  many  creatiejuieet  and  the  aquetma  kumottr  of  the  eves, 

individuals  from  destruction,  when  working  in  The  human  body  is  divided  into  three  great  et> 

coal  mines ;  and  thousands,  in  after  ages,  will  vities — the  head;  the  tharar,  or  breast ;  andikt 

be  indebted  to  this  discovery,  ibr  security  from  abdomen^  or  belly.    The  head  is  farmed  of  Ik 

the  dreadful  ezpkwions  of  hydrogen  gas.    And,  bones  of  the  cranium,  and  encloses  the  brail 

we  trust,  that  the  period  is  not  far  distant,  when  and  cerebellum.    The  ihonx  is  oompoeed  of  die 

ipecific  antidotes  to  the  diseases  peculiar  to  the  Tertebre  of  the  bade,  the  strmuro,  and  true  rfts; 

different  trades  and  occupations  in  which  man-  and  contains   the  hearty  the  pericardimm,  (t» 

kind  are  employed  will  be  discovered ;  and  the  hreaat,  and  the  lungt.    The  abdomen  is  sepanlij 

health  and  vigour  of  the  mass  of  society  be  pre-  from  the  thorax  by  means  of  the  diaphra^ 

served  unimpaired,  ansidst  all  the  processes  in  which  is  a  fleshy  and  membranoua  substanec, 

which  they  may  be  engaged.     In  fine,  the  rapid  composed,  for  the  most  part,  of  muscular  fibres, 

progress  of  chymical  discovery  carries  forward  This  cavity  is  formed  by  the  hmibar  Tertrbm, 

our  views  to  a  period,  when  man,  having  tho-  the  os  sacnim,  the  ossa  tnnominata,  the  frlM 

roughly  explored  the  powers  of  nature,  and  sub-  ribs,  the  peritoneum,  and  a  variety  of  musdsa 

jected  them,  in  some  measure,  to  his  control,  will  It  encloses  the  stomach,  intestines,  omentum,  or 

be  enabled  to  ward  off  most  of  tho«ie  physical  caul,  the  liver,  pancreas,  spleen,  kidneys,  aid 

evils  with  which  he  is  now  annoyed,  and  to  urinary  bladder.     Without  attempting  any  ted>> 

raise  himself,  in  some  degree,  to  the  dignity  and  nical  description  of  these  different  pars,  whicb 

happiness  he  enjoyed  before  moral  evil  had  shed  couki  convey  no  accurate  ideas  to  a  general 

its  baleful  influence  on  our  terrestrial  system,  reader,  I  shall  merely  state  two  or  three  facts  ii 

Such  a  period  corresponds  to  many  of  the  de-  relatipn  to  the  system  of  bones,  musdes,  and 

scriptions  contained  in  the  Sacred  Orades  of  the  blood-vessels,  as  apeeitnen*  of  the  wonderful  stni^ 

millenial  state  of  the  church ;  when  social,  do-  ture  of  our  bodily  frame. 

mestic,  moral,  and  intellectual  improvement  shall  The  Boneti  may  be  regarded  as  the  prop-wtiA 

be  carried  to  the  utmost  (>erfection  which  our  or  basis  on  which  the  human  body  is  constructed, 

sublunary  station  will  permit ;  when  wars  shall  They  bear  the  same  relation  to  the  animal  syt* 

cease;   when  tho  knowledge  of  Jehovah   shall  tern,  as  the  wood-work  to  a  building.  They  give 

cover  tlie  earth ;  when  every  man  shall  sit  under  shape  and  firmness  to  the  body  ;  they  support  its 

hi.s  vine  and  fig-tree,  without  being  expmed  to  various  parts,  and  prevent  it  from  sinking  by  iU 

the  least  alarm  ;  and  when  there  sluill  be  nothing  own  weight ;  they  serve  as  levers  for  the  rouscici 

to  hurt  nor  destroy  throughout  the  church  of  the  tn  act  upon,  an<l  to  deforkl  the  brain,  the  heart, 

living  God.     And,  therefore,  we  ought  to  con-  the  lungs,  and  other  vital  parts,  from  external  in* 

aider  the  various  discoveries  and  improvements  jury.     Of  the  bones,  some  are  hoOoep^  and  fiflcd 

now  going  forward  in  this  and  other  departments  with  marrow  :  others  are  mlid  throughout ;  soMS 

of  science,  as  preparing  the  way  for  the  introduc-  are  very  jwiott  —  others  very  iarge;  some  are 

lion  of  this  long-ex|»ected  and  auspicious  era.  round,  and  others  flat;  some  are  pUme^  and 

others  c«nvtx  or  concave  ; — aiK*  all  these  several 

AHATOM7   A!iD  PHTSiOLOGT.  form-f  j»ro  requisite  for  the  situatiims  they  oo- 

Cdpy,  and  the  respective  functions  they  have  ta 

The  general  object  of  both  tliese  sciencee  is  per^rm.  The  epine,  or  back-bone,  consblsof  M 

to  investigate  and  describe  the  structure  and  vertebras,  or  small  bones,  oouwcted  V^echv  If 
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Hftgcs,  articuUttions,  and  ligaments ;  of  which  design  is  to  serve  as  tJu  mgant  qf  motion.  They 

•n  belong  to  the  neck,  twelve  to  ihe  back,  and  are  inserted,  by  strong  tendinous  extreniitie*, 

to  the  loins.    lo  the  centre  ofeacli  vertebra  into  the  difierent  bones  of  which  the  skeleton  is 

e  is  a  hole  (or  the  lodgment  and  continuation  composed  ;  and,  by  their  contraction  and  disten- 

he  spinal  marrow,  which  extends  from  the  tioo,  give  ri.se  to  all  the  movements  of  the  body, 

n  to  the  rump.     From  these  vortebroe  the  The  muscles,  there(bre,  may  be  convideied  as  so 

led  bones  called  rib$  proceed ;  and  seven  of  many  cords  atladiod  to  'he  bones  ;  and  the  Author 

n  join  the  breast-bone  on  each  side,  wliere  of  nature  has  fixed  them  acconliag  to  the  moat 

r  terminate  iii  cartiiazes,  and  form  the  cavity  perfect  principles  of  mechanism,  so  as  to  produce 

le  thorax  or  chest.     The  five  lower  ribs,  with  the  fittest  motions  in  the  parts  for  the  movement 

lalbor  of  muscles,  fiirm  the  cavity  of  the  ab-  of  which  they  are  intended. 

ran,  as  above  stated.'    The  spine  is  uno  of  One  of  the  most  wonderful  properties  of  the 

most  admirable  mechanical  onirivances  in  muscles  is,  the  extraordinary  force  they  emrtf 

human  frame.     Had  it  consisted  (if  only  thr<n)  although   they  are  composed  of  8«ch  slender 

Mir  bones,  or  had  the  .h^iieain  eadibone  not  threads  or  fibres.     The  following  facts,  in  rela- 

aly  corresponded  and  fitted  into  each  other,  tion  to  this  point,  are  demonstrated  by  the  cele- 

spinal  marrow  would  have  been  bruised,  and  brated  Borelli,  in  his  work,  "  Ds  Moiu  Ani' 

endangered  at  every  bending  of  the  body.  meUium**    When  a  man  lids  up  with  his  teethu 

)  akuU  is  composed  often  bones,  and  about  61  weight  of  200  pounds,  with  a  rope  fastened  to 

rockoned  to  belong  to  the  face,  the  orbits  of  the  jaw-teeth,  the  muscles  named  temporaUa  and 

eyes,  and  the  jaws  in  which  the  teeth  are  mosseter,  with  which  people  chew,  and  which  per* 

].     There  are  seldom  more  than  16  teeth  in  form  this  work,  exert  a  force  of  above  lo,000lb8. 

1  jaw,  or  S2  in  all.     The  number  of  bones  in  weight,     if  any  one  hanging  bis  arm  directly 

iman  body  is  generally  estimated  at  about  downwardtt  lids  a  weight  of  ^  pounds,  with  i1m 

;  of  which  there  are  reckoned,  in  the  skull,  third  or  last  joint  ef  his  thumb,  the  muscle  which 

1,   and  face,  61  ;  in  the  trunk,  64 ;  in  the  bends  the  thumb  and  bears  that  weight  exerts  a 

s,  and  hand^,  60 ;  in  the  legs,  and  feet,  60.  force  of  ahout  three  thauwnd  pcfunds.    When  a 

;  bones  are  provided  with  Ugamenta  or  hinges,  man,  standing  upon  his  feet,  leaps  or  springs  up- 

ch  hind  and  fasten  them  together,  and  pre-  wards  to  the  height  of  two  feet,  if  tlie  weight  of 

:  them  from  being  displaced  by  any  violent  such  a  man  be  150  pounds,  the  muscles  employed 

ion;   and,  that   the    ligaments  may    work  in  iliat  action  will  exert  a  force  2000  times  great* 

othly  into  one  another,  the  joints  are  supa-  er;  that  ts  to  say,  a  force  of  about  three  hundred 

J  by  cartUagea  or  gristles,  and  {iroviJed  with  thom*aiul  pounds.    The  hecpt,  at  each  pulse  or 

uid  Tor  the  secretion  uf  oil  or  mucuSf  which  contracti(»ii,  by  which  it  protrudes  the  blood  out 

onatantly  exuding  into  the  joint.s  ;  so  that  of  the  arteries  into  the  veins,  exerts  a  force  of 

■y    requisite  is  provided  by  our  benevolent  abi>ve  a  huntlred  thowtand  p0unda.    Who  can 

ator,  to  prevent  pain,  aixl  to  promote  facility  contemplate  tiiLs  amazing  strength  of  the  mus- 

-lotion.     "  In  considering  the  joints,"  says  cular  system,  wjithout  admiration  of  the  power 

Paley,  ''there  is  nothing,  perhaps,  which  and  wisdom  of  the  Creator,  who  has  thus  endued 

It  to  move  otir  gratitude  more  than  the  re-  a  bundle  of  threads,  each  of  them  amallw  than 

\oa,  how  well  th^  wear,     A  limb  shall  swing  a  hair,  wiih  such  an  as(oni»hing  degree  of  me- 

a  its  hinge  or  play  in  its  socket  many  hur>-  chauical  force  !  There  have  been  reckoned  about 

I  times  in  an  hour,  for  60  years  together,  446  muscles  in  the  human  body,  whicli  have  been 

lout  diminution  of  agility ;  which  is  a  long  dissected  and  distinctly  described ;  every  one  of 

i  for  any  thing  to  last — for  any  thing  so  much  which  is  essential  to  the  performance  of  some 

ked  as  the  joints  are.**  one  motion  or  other,  which  contributes  to  our 

lu  Muaadar  Syiiem.^A  mm»cle  is  a  bundle  ease  and  enjoyment ;  and,  in  most  instances,  a 

leshy,  and  sometimes  of  tendinous  fibres,  great  number  of  tliem  is  required  to  perform  their 

9  fleshy  fibres  compose  the  body  of  the  moscle;  different  functions  at  the  same  time.    It  has 

the  tendinous  fibres  the  extremities.    Some  been  caknjiated,  that  about  a  hundred  muadu  are 

ides  are  long  and  round ;  some  plain  and  cir-  employed  every  time  we  breathe.    "  Breathing 

IT ;  some  are  spiro/,  and  some  have  ftraighl  with  ease,'*  says  Dr.  Paley,  "  is  a  blessiog  of 

M.    Some  are  double,  having  a  tendon  run-  every  moment ;  yet,  of  all  others,  it  is  that  which 

I  through  the  body  from  head  to  tail ;  some  we  possess  witli  the  least  consciousness.  A  man 

e  two  or  more  tendinous  branches  running  in  an  asthma  is  the  only  man  who  knows  how  to 

Mjgfa,  with  various  rows  and  orders  of  Sbrea,  estimate  it.** 

tlMse,  and  several  other  varieties,  are  esaeii-  Th«  Heart  and  Blood-veuA.—Tht  heart  b 

y  requisite  for  the  respective  offices  they  have  a  hollow  muscular  organ,  of  i^  conical  8hapo»  and 

leribrm  in  the  animal  system.    The  musdes  consists  of  four  distinct  cavities.    The  two  larg- 

ftitnte  the  fleshy  part  of  the  humaa  body,  eat  are  cdled  ncnCnWss,  and  the  two  aoMJast 

give  it  that  varied  and  beautiftd  form  we  ob-  auridm.    The  veDtrides  umd  out  the  Uoo<  la 

f9  vm  iA  Um  mmfme.    But  dmr  prioei^  tht  trt«iif  |  th«  MHricte  rmiw  U  tai  th» 

fir 
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▼eins.  The  heart  if  endoeed  in  the  pericardium,  left  side  of  the  thoral.  The  ralwiaiice  of  tliC 
ft  membranous  bag,  which  contains  a  quantity  lungs  is  chiefly  composed  of  infioite  ramificf 
of  water,  Or  lymph.  This  water  lubricates  the  ti«ins  of  the  trachea,  or  windpipe,  which,  afirr 
heart,  and  facilitates  all  iu  motions.  The  heart  gradually  b«»ming  more  and  more  niiouie,  ler- 
is  the  general  reservoir  of  the  blood.  When  the  minate  in  liule  ceLs,  or  vesicles,  which  have  | 
heart  contracts  the  blood  b  propeQed  from  the  free  oommmication  with  one  ao«cber.  At  eiHi 
rigM  ventridt  into  the  lungs,  through  the  pulroo-  inspiratioa,  these  pipes  and  cella  are  filled  «iih 
nary  arteries,  which,  like  all  the  other  arteries,  air,  which  is  again  discharged  bj  esptratioa. 
are  furnished  with  valve»  that  play  easily  fut-  In  this  manner,  a  circulation  of  air,  which  ipae> 
ward,  but  admit  not  the  blood  to  return  toward  oeesary  to  the  esisteoce  of  m«n  and  o  her  ani- 
the  heart.  The  Mood,  after  circulating  through  reals,  is  constantly  hept  up  as  long  as  iffe  rr- 
the  lungs,  and  having  there  been  revivifted  by  mains.  The  air^utis  uf  the  lungs  open  iftlotlie 
ooming  in  contict  with  the  ah",  and  imbibing  a  windpipe,  by  which  they  conmuBicate  with  the 
portion  of  its  oxygen,  returns  into  the  left  auride  external  at«u)sphere.  The  whole  internal  strue- 
of  the  heart,  by  the  pulmonary  vein.  At  the  ture  of  the  lungs  is  lined  by  a  fmnapaient  nKa»> 
same  instant,  the  1^  venbicU  drives  the  blood  brane,  estimaimi  at  only  the  thouaandth  part  cf 
into  the  oorta,  a  large  artery  which  sends  oft*  an  inch  in  thickness ;  but  whoae  amftce,  fitai 
branches  to  supply  the  head  anid  arms.  Another  its  various  convohitioos,  meaanrea  fifteen  sqoarc 
large  branch  of  the  aorta  descends  along  the  in-  (eet,  which  ia  equal  to  the  external  sinfaoe«if  the 
aide  of  the  back-bone,  and  detaches  numerous  body.  On  this  thin  and  extensive  neabrans 
ramificatioiis  to  nourish  the  bowels  and  inferior  innumerable  veins  and  arteries  are  distributed* 
extremities.  After  serving  the  most  remote  ex-  some  of  them  finer  than  hairs';  and  through  these 
tremities  of  the  body,  the  arteries  are  converted  vessels  all  the  blood  of  the  system  is  sucoessive'ly 
into  vehUf  which,  in  their  return  to  the  heart,  propelled,  by  a  most  curious  tnd  admirable  rat- 
gradually  imite  into  larger  branches,  till  the  whole  chanbm.  It  has  been  compoted,  that  the  luufs, 
terminate  in  one  great  trunk,  called  the  vena  on  an  average,  contain  about  280  cubic  inches, 
coua,  which  discharges  itself  into  the  right  oti-  or  about  five  English  quarts  of  air.  At  each 
ride  of  the  heart,  aiui  completes  the  circulation,  inspiration,  about  forty  cubic  inches  of  air  are 
Eadi  ventricle  of  the  heart  is  reckoned  to  con-  received  into  thv  lungs,  and  the  same  quantity  dii^ 
tain  about  one  ounce,  or  two  tablespoonsfuU  of  charged  at  each  expiration.  On  the  snppositiua 
Mood.  The  heart  contracts  4000  times  every  that  20  re^irations  lake  place  in  a  minole,  it 
hour;  and,  consequently,  there  passes  through  will  follow,  that,  in  one  minute  vre  inhale  800 
it  £50  pounds  of  blood  in  one  hour.  And  if  the  cubic  inches ;  in  an  hour,  48,000 ;  and  iwa  day, 
man  of  blood  in  a  human  body  be  reckoned  at  one  million,  one  hundred  aitd  fifty-two  tbooaaBii 
an  average  of  twenty-five  pounds,  it  will  follow  cubicinches— a  quantity  which  would  fill  spvm'y- 
tluLt  the  whole  man  of  blood  pauei  through  the  seven  wine  hogsheads,  and  woukl  weigh  fifiy- 
htartf  and  consequently  through  the  thousands  three  pounds  troy.  By  means  of  this  fnnrtioa, 
of  ramifications  of  the  veins  and  arteries,  four-  a  vast  body  of  air  is  daily  brought  into  coB>act 
teen  tinui  every  ?umr,  or  about  once  every  four  with  the  mass  of  blood,  and  communtrtfes  to  it 
minutes.  We  may  acquire  a  rude  idea  of  the  its  vivifying  influence ;  and,  therefbre,  it  ia  of 
force  with  which  the  blood  is  impelled  from  the  the  utmost  importance  to  health,  that  the  air,  off 
heart,  by  considering  the  velocity  with  which  which  we  breathe  so  considerable  a  quantify, 
water  issues  fixMn  a  syringe,  or  from  the  pipe  of  ^ould  be  pure,  and  uncootaminated  with  nox* 
a  fire-engine.    Could  we  behoU  these  rapid  uio-  ious  effluvia. 

tions  incessantly  going  on  vrithin  us,  it  would  JXgettkm. — This  process  is  performed  by  the 

overpower  our  minds  with  astonishment,  and  Momadi^  which  is  a  membranous  and  muscnlar 

even  with  terror.     We  should  be'  apt  to   fuel  bag,  furnished  with  two  orifices.    By  the  one,  it 

alarmed  on  making  the  smallest  exertion,  lest  has  a  communication  with  the  gullet,  and  by  the 

the  parts  of  this  delicate  machine  should  bo  other,  with  the  bowels.     The  food,  after  beiB| 

broken  or  deranged,  and  its  functions  interrupted,  moistened  by  the  saliva,  is  received  into  the  sio- 

The  arteries,  into  which  the  blood  is  forced,  mach,  where  it  is  still  farther  diluted  by  the 

branch  in  every  direction  through  the  body,  like  gastric  juice y  which  has  the  power  of  dissuhriaf 

the  roots  and  branches  of  a  tree ;  running  through  every  kind  of  animal  and  vegetable  substance, 

the  substance  of  the  bones,  and  every  part  of  the  Part  of  it  is  afterwards  absorbed  by  the  fympkolit 

animal  frame,  till  they  are  lost  in  such  fine  tubes  and  lacteal  vessels,  and  carried  into  the  drcdah 

as  to  be  wholly  invbible.    In  the  parts  where  ing  system,  and  converted  into  blood  for  supply^ 

the  arteries  are  lost  to  the  sight,  the  veins  uke  ing  that  nourishment  which  the  perpetual  waste 

their  rise,  and  in  their  coounencement  are  also  of  our  bodies  demands, 

iinperoeptible.  Peraptration  u  the  evacuaticNi  of  the  jaicas  ef 


Jtiyirnfinn.— The  organs  of  raspiration  are    the  body  through  th»  pores  sf  the  sliin.    It  km 
ik^  kmt$.    They  ara  dividsd  ialo  fiva  lobes ;    been  calcolatsd  that  there  are  abovs  Ontkumikwi 
fffpUohHtMiNflgli,  w<  tw^oiiht    mmmmi  wMimtt  ^pmm  kk  tfw rfjuifc tf ly 
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which  covert  the  body  of  a  middle-eixed  Thoujrh  the  hearens  did  not  exist  to  proclaim 

Through  these  pores,  aore  than  ooe^half  thj  glory;  though  there  were  no  created  being 

of  what  we  eat  and  drink  passes  off  bj  maemmble  on  earth  but  niTself,  my  own  body  mighi  suffice 

^lapiratioa.    During  a  night  of  seven  hoars'  to  cooviuce  me  that  thou  art  a  Gtod  of  unlimited 

riaep,  we  perspire  about  forty  ooncesi  or  two  power  and  infinite  goodness." 

poands  and  a  luUC    At  an  average,  we  nay  ee»  This  subject  suggests  a  variety  of  moral  and 

tkaate  the  discharge  from  the  sur&oe  of  the  religious  reflections,  but  the  limits  to  which  I 

\tadj,  by  sensible  and  insensible  perspiration,  at  am  confined  will  permit  me  to  state  only  the 

fiOB  hufan  ounce  to  four  oitnees  an  hour.    This  following : — 

li  a  Boat  wonderfol  part  of  the  animal  economy,  1.  The  economy  oT  the  human  frame,  when 
■ad  k  afaoolotely  necessary  to  our  health,  and  seriously  contemplated,  has  a  tendency  to  excite 
•lin  to  our  very  ezisteooe. .  When  partiaUy  ob>  admiration  and  astonishment,  and  to  impreu  ut 
■mwted,  colds,  rhemnatinns,  fovers,  and  other  with  a  atnae  of  our  amdnual  dq^ndenct  on  a  ai' 
influBmalory  disordera,  are  prodooed ;  and  were  periar power.  What  an  immense  multiplicity  of 
it  oonpletaly  obacmeted,  the  vital  functions  machinery  must  be  in  action  to  enable  us  to 
woald  be  doggod  and  impeded  in  their  move-  breathe,  to  feel,  and  to  walk !  Hundreds  of 
■oaia,  and  death  wouki  inevitably  ensue.  bones,  of  diversified  fom^,  connected  together  by 
.  SmMtiom, — The  nsrecs  are  generally  oonsi-  various  modes  of  articulation :  hundreds  of 
dared  aa  the  instruments  of  sensation.  They  muscles  to  produce  motion,  each  of  tlicni  acting 
ara  aoft  white  eords  which  proceed  from  the  brain  in  at  least  ten  different  capacities,  (see  p.  40 ;) 
•ad  apiaal  marrow.  They  come  forth  ori|nnally  hundreds  of  tendons  and  ligaments  to  connect  the 
by  paira.  Ten  pair  proceed  from  the  medullary  bones  and  muscles ;  hundreds  of  arteries  to  con- 
■abstaace  of  the  brain,  which  are  distributed  to  vey  the  blood  to  the  remotest  part  of  the  system  ; 
■tt  parts  of  the  head  and  neck.  Thirty  pair  pro-  hundreds  nf  veins  to  bring  it  back  to  its  reser- 
eocd  from  the  spinal  marrow,  tluough  the  ver-  voir  the  heait;  thousandii  of  glands  secreting 
tcfam»  to  all  the  other  parts  of  the  body  ;  being  humours  of  various  kinds  from  the  blood  ; 
fbrtj  ia  ail.  These  nerves,  the  ramifications  of  thousands  of  lacteal  and  lymphatic  tubes,  ab- 
iHiiab  are  infinitely  various  and  minute,  are  dis-  sorbing  and  conveying  nutriment  to  the  circulate 
trifaatod  upon  the  heart,  lungs,  blood-vessels,  inc  fluid ;  millions  of  pores,  through  which  the 
bowels,  aikd  muscles,  till  they  terminate  on  the  perspiration  is  continually  issuing ;  an  infinity 
ritia  or  ezhmial  covering  of  the  body.  Impres-  of  ramifications  of  nerves,  diffusing  sensation 
■ioai  of  external  objects  are  received  by  the  throughout  all  the  parts  of  this  exquisite  m  i- 
bfaiB  from  the  adjacent  organs  of  sense,  and  the  chine ;  and  the  heart  at  every  pulsation  exerting 
brain  azercises  its  commands  over  the  muscles  a  force  of  a  hundred  thou^tand  pounds,  in  order  to 
•ad  limbs  by  means  of  the  nerves.  preserve  ait  this  complicated  machinery  in  con- 
Without  prosecuting  these  imperfoct  deserip-  stant  operation !  The  whole  of  this  vast  system 
tloas  iarther,  I  shall  conclude  this  very  hasty  of  mechanism  must  be  in  action  before  wo  can 
dmlob  with  the  following  summary  of  the  parts  walk  across  our  apartments !  We  admire  the 
of  the  body,  in  the  words  of  Bonnet.  "  The  operation  of  a  steam-engine,  and  the  force  it  ex- 
Isass,  by  their  joints  and  solidity,  form  the  foun-  erts.  But,  though  it  is  constrticted  of  the  hardest 
dation  of  this  fine  machine :  the  ligamtnt$  are  materials  which  the  mines  can  supply,  in  a  few 
•triagi  which  unite  the  parts  together:  the  months  some  of  its  essential  psrts  are  worn  and 
■saetfsi  are  fleshy  substances,  which  act  as  elas-  deranged,  even  though  its  action  should  be  fre- 
tie  springs  to  put  them  in  motion :  the  nerve$f  quently  discoatinued.  But  the  animal  machine, 
sriiich  are  dispersed  over  the  wltole  body,  con-  though  constructed,  for  the  most  part,  of  the 
BPCt  all  the  parts  together :  the  arterUa  and  eetns,  softest  and  niosr  flabby  substances,  can  go  on 
IOm  rivulets,  convey  life  and  health  throughout :  without  intermission  in  all  its  diversified  move- 
disAsarf,  placed  in  the  centre,  is  the  focus  where  ments,  by  night  and  by  day,  for  the  space  of 
the  blood  collects,  or  the  acting  power  by  meahs  eighty  or  a  hundred  years ;  the  heart  giving 
of  which  it '  cireuktes  and  is  preserved :  the  ninety-six  thousand  strokes  every  twenty-four 
kmgt,  by  means  of  another  power,  draw  in  the  hours,  and  the  whole  mass  of  blood  rushing 
air,  and  expel  hurtful  vapours:  the  s(0-  through  a  thousand  pipes  of  all  sizes  every  four 
and  tiifestiiMS  are  the  magazines  where  minutes!  And  is  it  man  that  governs  these 
thing  that  is  required  for  the  daily  supply  nice  and  complicated  movements  7  Did  ke  set 
is  prepared:  the  brainy  that  seat  of  the  soul,  is  the  heart  in  motion,  or  endue  it  with  the  muscii- 


in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  dignity  of  its  lar  force  it  exerts  ?    And  when  it  has  ceased  to 

{■habitant :  the  ssnsss,  which  are  the  soul's  mi-  beat,  can  he  command  it  again  to  resume  its 

aistsrs,  warn  it  of  all  that  is  necessary  either  for  functions?     Man    knows   neither  the  secret 

itaplsasnrs  or  use.*    Adorable  Creator!  with  springs  of  the  machinery  within  him,  nor  the 


«kac   woadsifid   art  hast   thoa   fonasd   m  I    half  of  die  purposes  for  which  thsy  ssrvs,  or  of 

the  aovomsals  tbej  psrftna.    Caa  Bay  tUag 
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every  moment  on  a  miporior  Agent,  and  that  it  are  instantaneouily  performed.    Whea  I 

if  *'  in  Chd  we  live,  and  rouve,  and  have  our  to  lift  my  hand  to  my  be^d,  every  ptrt  of  4i 

being?    Were  a   single  pin  of  the  machinery  body  reqiiiHite  to  produce  the  eflect  is  pot  ia  ■»> 

within  us,  and  over  which  we  have  no  control,  tion :  the    nerves  are  braced,  the  Biuaelcs  in 

either  broken  or  deranged,  a  thousand  move-  stretched  or  relaxed,  the  bofiespUy  in  their  ao^ 

mentM  might  instantly  be  interrupted,  and  our  ets,  and  the  whole  animal  niackiue  concars  la 

bodies  left  to  crumble  into  the  dust.  the  action,  as  if  every  ncrvA  and  muscle  bd 

It  was  considerations  of  this  kind  that  led  the  heard  a  sovereign  and  resistless  calL     Whea  I 

celebrated  physician  Galen,  who  was  a  skeptic  wish  the  next  moment  to  extend  ny  band  to  ay 

in  his  youth,  publicly  to  acknowledge  that  a  Su-  foot,  all  these  muscles  are  thrown  into  a diiereat 

preme  Intelligence  must  have  operated  in  ordain-  state,  and  a  new  set  are  brought  akmg  with  thai 

ing  the  laws  by  which  living  beings  are  con-  into  action  :  and  thutf  we  may  vary,  eveiy  ■»• 

ttructed.    And  he  wrote  his  excellent  treatise  mttit,  the  movements  of  the  muscular  tjiitm, 

"  On  the  uses  of  the  parts  of  the  human  frame,**  and  the  mechanical  acliorw  it  produoet,  by  a 

as  a  solemn  hymn  to  the  Creator  of  the  world,  simple  change  in  our  vqlition.     Were  we  asC 

*'  I  first  endeavour  from  His  works,"  he  says,  daily  accustomed  to  such  vaiied  and  vohataiy 

''  to  know  him  myself,  and  afterwards,  by  the  movements,  or  could,  we  conteaqdala  thea  ii 

tame  means,  to  show  him  to  others  ;  to  inform  any  other  machine,  we  dimild  be  ioH  m  WQate 

them,  how  great  is  his  wisdom,  his  goodness,  and  astonishmeou 

his  power.**     The  lato  Dr.  Hunter  has  observed,        Besides  these  voluntary  rooticns,  cbere  are  a 

that  astronomy  ami  anatomy  are  the   studies  thousand  important  funciimis  which  have  no  de> 

which  present  us  with  the  most  striking  view  of  pendanoe  upon  our  will.    Whether  we  thiak  sff 

the  two  most  wondtrfiil  attributes  of  the  Supreme  it  or  not,  whether  we  are  sleeping  or  wakiag, 

Being.     The  first  of  these  hll^  ilie  mind  with  sitting  or  walking — the  heart  is  incesaaatly  eaorw 

the  id«i  of  his  inimensiiv,  in  ihe  largeness,  dis-  ing  its  muscular  power  at  the  centre  of  the  sj^ 

tances,  and  nunibttr  of  the  hfavcnly  btklies ;  the  tern,  and  sending  off  sireauw  of  blood  threegb 

lust  astonishes  us  with  iiii  tntcllij<«nce  iind  art,  hunJrtMls  dT  pipes;  the  Iun{;sarecootinuafiycs* 

in  the  variety  and  delicacy  of  animal  mechanism,  panding  and  contracting  their  tlmoaand  ves«dca^ 

2.  The  study  of  the  animal  economy  has  a  and  imbibing  the  vital  princi|i{e  of  the  air ;  tbi 

powerful  tendency  ta  taaU  ematuma  of  ifroiUude.  stomach  is  grinding  the  food  ;  the  lacteals  aad 

'  Man  is  naturally  a  thoughtless  and  ungraUful  lymphatics  are  extracting  nourraboMOt  fitf  tlM 

creature.    Tbe»e  dispositions  are  partly  owing  blood ;  the  liver  and  kidneys  drawing  off  iksir 

Co  i^oroMM  of  the  wonders  of  the  human  frame,  secretions;  and  the  perspiration  iasttia|c  froa 

and  of  the  admirable  ec<»nomy  of  the  visible  millions  of  pores.     These,  arid  many  oiher  ia* 

world  ;  and  this  ignorance  is  owing  to  the  want  portant  functions  with  which  we  are  unaoquaiil- 

of  those  specific  instructions  which  ought  to  be  ed,  and  over  which  we  have  no  control,  oa^ 

Communicated  by  parents  and  teachers,  in  con-  to  be  regarded  as  the  immediate  agency  of  tkt 

nexion  with  religion.    For,  there  is  no  rational  Deity  within  us,  and  should  excite  our  inccssaol 

bein^  who  is  arquainied  with  the  structure  of  admiration  and  praise 

his  animal  system,  and  reflects  upon  it  with  the         There  is  one  peculiarity  in  the  OQf»tilutioa <f 

least  degree  of  attention,  but  must  feel  a  senti-  our  animal  system,  which  we  are  apt  to  overiook, 

ment  of  admiration  and  gratitude.     The  science  and  for  which  we  are  never  sufficiently  gratda^; 

which  unfolds  to  us  tiie  economy  of  our  bodies,  and  that  is,  the  power  i{  possesses  of  mlf-mtm' 

shows  us  on  what  an  infinity  of  springs  and  tion.    A  wound  heals  up  of  it<«if ;  a  broken  boae 

motions,  and  adaptations,  our  life  and  comfort  do-  is  made  firm  again  by  a  callus ;  and  a  dead  part 

pcnd.    And  when  wo  consider,   that  all  these  is  separated  and  thrown  off.     If  all  the  woondf 

movements  are  performed  without  the  least  care  we  luive  ever  received  were  still  open  and  bleed* 

or  laborious  effort  on  our  part,  if  we  be  not  altt^  ing  afresh,  to  what  a  miserable  condition  sbouU 

geiher  brutish,  and  insensible  of  our  dependence  we  be  reduced  ?    But  by  a  system  of  iotersal 

on  a  superior  Power,  we  must  be  filled  with  emo*  powers,  beyond  all  human  conoprebensioo  as  to 

tions  «f  gratitude  towards  Him  "  whose  hands  the  mode  of  their  operation,  such  dismal  effMii 

have  made  and  fashioned  us,  and  who  giveth  us  are  effectually  prevented.    In   sbort,  whea  «s 

life,  and  breath,  and  all  things.'*    Some  of  the  consider  that  health  depends  upon  such  a  mans* 

motions  to  which  I  have  adverted  depend  upon  rous  assemblage  of  moving  organs,  and  that  i 

our  will ;  and  with  what  celerity  do  they  obey  single  spring  out  of  action  odght  derange 

its  commands  ?    Before  we  can  rise  from  our  whole  machine,  and  put  a  stop  to  all  its 

chair,  and  walk  across  our  apartment,  a  hundred  cated  movements,  can  we  refiain  firom 

muscles  must  be  set  in  motion  ;  every  one  of  with  the  psalmist,  in  his  pious  exclamatioB,  aad 

tltese  must  be  relaxed  or  constricted,  just  to  a  grateful  resolution,  *'  How  precious  are  tby  w«n» 

certain  degree,  and  no  more ;  and  all  must  act  deiful  contrivances  concerning  me,  O  God !  ho* 

harmoniously  at  the  tame  instant  of  tiaw ;  and,  great  is  the  sun  of  them !  I  will  praiao  cbae; 

atlbocoHaiMid-aftlMtiMl^ftUtboMaitMriiiMaia  fer  I  —  ftifiilf  and  wnwiirfi  J\y  mmim^  Mv 
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YaDqas  art  thy  worki,  tDd  that  my  toul  knowoth  rain  our  eyes  to  Him  who  is  the  Governor 

right  well.'*  among  ihe  naliont,  "  who  doth  according  to  his 

Omitting  the  consideration  of  sereral  other  will  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and  among  the  in- 

defwrtments  of  science,  I  shall  in  the  mean  time  habitants  of  Ihe  earth/'  and  who  overrules  the 

■otioe  only  another  subject  connected  with  reli-  jarring  interests  of  mortals,  for  promoting  the 

f  too,  and  that  is  Hirtory.  prosperity  of  that  kingdom  which  shall  never  be 

moved.     We  should  view  the  immoral  propensi- 

BXSToaT.  ties  and  dUpositions  of  mankind  as  portrayed  in 

the  page  of  history,  a?  evidences  of  the  depravity 

History  enibraces  a  record  and  description  of  o(  our  species,  and  as  excitements  to  pnipagate, 

past  6uM  and  events,  in  reference  to  all  the  na-  with  unremitimg  energy,  the  knowlfjuo  of  thst 

tiona  and  ages  of  the  world,  in  so  far  as  they  are  religion,  whose  sublime  doctrines  and  pure  pre- 

known,  and  have  been  transmitted  to  our  times,  cepts  alone  can  counteract  the  stream  of  human 

Am  natural  history  contams  a  record  of  the  ope*  corruption,  and  unite  all  nations  in  one  harmoni- 

rationa  of  die  Creator  in  the  material  worid,  so  ous  society.     We  should  view  the  contests  of 

saered  and  civil  history  endiraces  a  record  of  his  nations,  and  the  results  with  which  they  are  ac- 

tranaaclions  in  the  moral  and  intellectual  world,  companied,  as  guided  by  that  invisible  Hand, 

or,  in  other  wofds,  a  detail  of  the  pkns  and  which  **  mustereth  the  armies  to  the  battle ;"  and 

operations  of  his  providence,  in  relation  to  the  shouki  contemplate  them  either  as  the  accom- 

inhabilants  of  our  globe.    Through  the  medium  plishment  of  divine  predictions,  as  the  inflictions 

of  Sacred  History,  we  learn  the  period  and  the  of  retributive  justice,  as  paving  the  way  fur  the 

■anner  of  man's  creation— the  reason  of  his  fall  introduction  o(  rational  liberty  and  social  happi- 

from  the  primitive  state  of  integrity  in  which  he  ness  among  men,  or  as  ushering  in  that  glorious 

created,  and  the  dismal  consequences  which  period,  when  "  the  knowledge  of  the  Lwl  shall 

the  various  movements  of  Providence  cover  the  eatlh,"  and  the  nations  shall  learn  war 


in  order  to  his  recovery,  and  the  means  by  which  no  more, 
kaman  redemption  was  achieved;  the  manner 
in  whidi  the  gospel  was  at  first  promulgated,  the        Thus  I  have  taken  a  very  cunory  survey  of 

ooontriee  into  which  it  was  carried,  and  the  im>  some  of  those  sciences  which  stand  in  a  near 

poriant  effects  it  produced.     Through  the  me-  relation  to  the  objects  of  religion ;  and   which 

dinn  of  Civil  History  we  learn  the  deep  and  may,  indeed,  be  considered  as  forming  so  many 

univeiaal  depravity  of  mankind,  as  exhibited  in  of  its  subordinate  branches.    Thero  are  many 

the  wars,  dissensions,  and  ravages,  which  have  other  departments  of  knowledge,  which,  at  first 

daadbfed  oar  bllen  race,  in  every  period,  and  in  view,  do  not  seem  to  have  any  relation  to  theo- 

ercry  land  ;  we  learn  the  desperate  wickedness  logical  science ;  and  yet,  on  a  doeer  inspectioUi 

of  the  human  heart,  in  the  more  private  acts  of  will  be  found  to  be  essentially  connected  with  the 

ferocity,  cruelty,  and  injustice,  which,  in  all  ages,  several  subjects  of  which  I  have  been  treating. 

Den  have  perpetrated  upon  each  other ;  we  be-  For  example— some  may  be  apt  to  imagine  that 

boU  the  righteousness  of  the  Supreme  Ruler  of  arithmetic,  geometry,  trigonometry,  and  other 

the  world,  and  the  equity  of  his  administration,  branches  of  mathematics,  can  have  no  relation 

in  the  judgments  which  have  been  inflicted  on  to  the  leading  objects  of  religion.    But  if  these 

wicked  nations — and  the  improbability,  nay,  the  sciences  had  never  been  cultivated,  the  most  im- 

impomihilityt  rfmen  being  ever  restored  to  moral  portant  discoveries  of  astronomy,  geography, 

order  and  happiness,  without  a  more  extensive  natural  philosophy,  and  chymistry,  would  never 

diffinion  of  the  blessings  of  the  gospel  of  peace,  have  been  made ;  ships  could  not  have  been  na- 

and  a  more  cordial  acquiescence  in  the  require-  vigated  across  the  ocean  ;   distant  continents, 

Bients  of  the  divine  laws.  and  the  numerous  "  isles  of  the  sea,"  would  have 

Such  being  sorm  of  the  benefits  to  be  derived  remained  unexplored,  and  their  inhabitants  left 

from  history,  it  requires  no  additional  arguments  to  grope  in  the  darkness  of  heathenism  ;  and 

to  diow,  that  this  branch  of  knowledge  shouki  most  of  those  instruments  and  engines  by  which 

occasionally  form  a  subject  of  study  to  every  in-  the  condition  of  the  human  race  will  be  gradu- 

lellifent  Christian.    But  in  order  to  render  the  ally  meliorated,  and  the  influence  of  Christianity 

study  of  history  subservient  to  the  interests  of  extended,  wouki    never  have    been    invented, 

religion,  it  is  not  enough  merely  to  gratify  our  Such  is  the  dependence  of  every  branch  of  useful 

eurioMiy  and  imagination,  by  following  out  a  knowledge  upon  another,  that  were  any  one  por- 

snoeession  of  memorable  events,  by  tracing  the  tion  (if  science,  which  has  a  practical  tendency, 

progress  of  armies  and  of  battles,  and  listening  to  be  discarded,  it  would  prevent,  to  a  certain 

to  the  groans  of  the  vanquished,  and  the  shouts  degree,  the  improvement  of  every  other.     And, 

of  conqueronk    This  wouki  be  to  suidy  history  consequently,  if  any  one  science  can  be  shown 

■wroly  as  skeptics,  as  atheiMs,  or  as  writere  of  to  have  a  connexion  with  religion,  all  the  rest 

Boveb.    When  we  oontem|^te  the  fiicts  which  mint  likewise  stand  in  a  certain  relation  to  it. 

tbo  kiatorian  presents  to  our  view,  we  ought  to  It  nust,  therefore,  have  a  pernicious  effect  on  the 

15 
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minds  of  the  mats  of  the  Christian  world,  whon  fecttons  of  the  providence  of  tbe  Ahai^ttj. 

preachers,  in  their  sermons,  endeavour  to  under-  is  much  to  be  regretted,  that  so  many 

value  scientific  knowledge,  by  attempting  to  con-  of  the  CtiristiMi  dnrrch  are  abaokae 

trast  it  with  the  doctrines  of  reveiatton.    It  would  to  such  studies  and  cootemplaticHW ;  wiuls  As 

be  just  as  reasonable  to  attempt  to  contrast  the  se-  time  and  attcntioa  that  might  Imito  beco  devslid 

veral  doctrines,  dutiei«,  and  facts  recorded  in  the  to  such  exercises,  have,   in  rnsny  cases,  htm 

New  Testament  with  each  other,  in  order  tode-  usurped  by  the  most  grorelling  allectioni,  h; 

lormine  their  relative  importance,  and  to  show  (bolish  pursuits,   by  gossiping    diit^liat,  aasl 

which  of  them  might  be  altogether  overlooked  slanderous  conver^i ion.     Shall  the  most  trifaf 

«nd  discarded.     The  series  of  facts  and  of  divine  and  ^tsurd  opinions  of  ancient  and  modem  k* 

revelations  comprised  in  the  biUe ;  the  moraJ  relics  be  judged  worthy  of attenlioa,  and  oecafj 

and  political  events  which  diversify  the  history  a  place  in  religious  journals,  and  evtsn  in  dinn»> 

of  nations ;  and  the  physical  operations  that  are  aions  from  the  pulpit,  and  shall  ^  the  mi^bfj  sen 

going  on  among  the  reeling  worMs  on  high,  and  of  the  Lord,"  anid  the  visibie  wonders  if  Ui 

in  the  chymical  changes  of  the  invisiUe  atoms  of  power  and  wisdom,  be  thrown  oomplecdy  isls 

matter,  are  all  parts  of  on«  comprehensive  sys-  the  shade  f    To  survey,  with  an  eye  of  ialslli- 

tem,  under  the  direction  of  the  Eternal  Mind ;  genoe,  the  wide-extended  theatra  of  the  Anal 

•very  portion  of  which  must  have  a  certain  rela-  operations— Co  mark  the  agenej  of  die  Eienal 

tion  to  the  whole.  Mind  in  every  object  we  behold,  and  in  every 

And,  thereibre,  instead  of  attempting  to  do-  movement  within  us  and  Around  na,  are  aoms  ef 

grade  one  part  of  the  divine  fabric  in  order  to  the  noblest  attainments  of  the  mtiooalaoal;  tai, 

enhance  another,  our  duty  is  to  take  an  expan-  hi  conjunc^on  with  every  ether  Christiaa  sindf 

■ive  view  of  the  whole,  and  lo  consider  the  and  acquirement,  are  calculated  to  make*' in 

•ymmetry  and  proportion  of  its  parts,  and  their  nan  of  God  perfect,  and  ihoroofhly  iiwniriwd 

mutual  bearings  and  relations — in  so  far  as  our  imto  every  good  work."    By  auch  aiadiea,  «s 

opportunities,  and  the  limited  Acuities  of  our  are,  in  soom  measure,  assimilated  to  the  angdic 

minds,  will  permit.  tribes,  whose  powers  of  inteUeet  are  fiir  mir 

If  the  remarks  which  have  been  thrown  out  in  empkiyed  in  such  invcstigakiona— and  am  f/n^ 

fUs  chapter,  respeeUng  the  connexion  of  the  dually  prepared  for  bearing  a  part  in  their  ia- 

aciences  with  religion,  have  any  foundation,  it  mortal  hymn—'*  Great  and  marveUons  are  llijy 

will  follow — that  sermons,  lectures,  systems  of  works.  Lord  God  Almighty  ;  jost  and  tnm  ait 

divinity,  and  religious  periodical  works,  sboukl  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  saints.     Thou  art  wai^ 

embrace  occasional  illustrations  of  such  suhjects,  thy  to  receive  glory,  and  honour,  and  power ;  ftr 

for  the  purpose  of  expanding  the  conceptions  of  ihou  hast  created  all  things,  and  tar  Clqr 

professed  Christians,  and  <^  enabling  them  to  they  are  and  were  created." 
take  large  and  cempreheasive  views  of  the  per- 


CHAPTER  III. 


THE  RELATION  WHICH  THE  INVENTIONS  OP  HUMAN  ART  BEAR  TO  THE  OBJDCTB 

OF  REUGION. 

Ih  this  chapter,  I  shall  briefly  notice  a  few     having  succeeded,  he  meditated  greater  thingi  i 
philosophical  and  mechanical  inventions  which    and,  first  of  all,  invented  a  more  glutinous  writi^ 

I — _    — I ?_-__    &-— .^_-— ._    .^_  ^.—la  .-■•^h^      ^  «ift  J  M^m*  s*«^        B^l*.     L. ._._. 1-  .  ^_ ^a1^_    ^_  ._^    *     I       a.—  _J 


have  an/>bviou8  bearing  on  religion,  and  on  the  ink ;  because  he  found  the  common  ink 

general  propagation  of  Christianity  among  the  spread  ;  and  thus  formed  whole  pagns  of  wood, 

nations.  with  letters  cut  upon  them.***     By  the  gradori 

The  first,  and  perhaps  the  most  important,  of         ,  .w  .  .w    w  *  -..    .  ,.— 

..  ^  .         ..        .   "^  .  .  if  r  .11.^^    •    [l.    j^  ^f  "I  am  aware,  that  the  honour  of  this  Inventla 

the  inventions  to  which  I  allude,  is  i^  Ad  of  has  been  clalrort  by  other  cities  besides  HaerlsiSk 

Printing.     This  art  appears  to  have  been  m-  particularly  by  Strasbur^,  and  Mentz.  a  dtr  of  Ger- 

vented  (at  least  in  Europe)  about  the  year  1430,  «»jn? ;  ^  by  other  Individuals  ^"l^*^";*")^ 

.           T           ..           T       '         rr    .             ,'  1  Chiefly  by  one  Fu»/.  commonly  called  Dr.  Faustss; 

by  one  Lauren  tius,  or  Lawrence  Kosler ,  a  native  ^y  Schoeflbr,  and  by  Guienber?.    It  appears  thai  ike 

of  Haerlem,  a  town  in  Holland.    As  he  was  art.  with  many  of  its  implements,  was  stolen  flron 

..Iking  in  .  wood  near  ih.  city,  he  b,g,n  to  cut  {S?Tl'"  ^S*  ^^,^7^  ^JTS  S.'"' 


,  -  ,      .    ,   <.    i:      I.  .  ■  L  bound,  by  an  oath,  to  secrecy,  who  fled  to  „■.   . 

some  letters  u|>on  the  rind  of  a  beach  tree,  which,  u^d  flrst  commenced  the  process  of  prtntlnf  tn  tfest 

for  the  sake  of  eratifyinff  his  fancy,  being  im-  city.  Here  the  art  was  improv«!d  by  Pvnt  andSriMcf^ 

.^^ ^.^  „^  .v-~.-    k^  r...:»t»i  »«<>  «,r  t«rn  lino.  ..  fcr.by  Ihcir  Invention  of  maaOie,  instead  of  wtUm 

pressed  on  paper,  he  printed  one  or  two  lines  as  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^l  „^     ^j^  Past  was  li 

«  ^>ecimen  for  his  grandchildren  to  follow.    This  Parts,  disposing  of  some  Mbles  be  had  pilatad,  si 
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iBprofCiBMit  of  this  art|  tod  its  appltcatioo  to 
tkcdUTiuioo  of  knowledge,  a  new  era  was  funned 
fal  the  annals  of  Uie  human  race,  and  in  the  pro- 
graM  of  acienoe,  religion,  and  morals.  To  it  we 
■re  chieflj  indebted  for  our  deliverance  from  i^ 
■orance  and  error,  and  for  moat  of  those  sciei>- 
ti&e  discoreries  and  improvements  io  the  arts 
which  distinguish  the  period  in  which  we  live. 
Without  Its  aid,  the  Reformation  from  Popery 
eoaid  scaxeeljr  have  been  achieved ;  fur,  had  the 
hooks  of  Luther,  one  of  thd  first  leforinors,  been 
mihiplied  by  the  slow  process  of  handwriting 
•ad  copying,  they  could  never  have  been  didTused 
Io  any  eitent ;  and  the  influence  of  bribery  and 
of  power  might  have  been  sufficient  to  have  ar- 
rayed their  progress,  or  oven  to  have  erased  their 
cxistooeo.  But,  being  poured  forth  from  the 
pKM  in  thousands  at  a  time,  they  spread  over  the 
MUioDS  of  Europe  like  an  inundation,  and  with 
a  rapidity  which  neither  the  authority  of  princes, 
nor  the  schemes  of  priests  and  cardinals,  nor  the 
buIU  of  popes,  could  counteract  or  suspend.  To 
Ibis  noble  invention  it  is  owing  that  copies  of  the 
bibla  have  been  multiplied  to  the  extent  of  many 
miHions— that  ten  thousands  of  them  are  to  be 
Ibood  in  every  Protestant  country— and  that  the 

Che  low  price  (u  was  then  thought)  of  »ixty  crowns, 
thsaumber  and  the  miKbnnitj  of  the  roples  he  pos* 
Btssed  created  universal  agitation  and  astonish* 
OMnt.*  Informations  wcrcgflven  to  the  police  at^nst 
htm  as  a  madcian,  his  luds^incj  were  searched,  and 
a  neat  nuintier  of  conies  being  found,  Oiey  were 
selaodj  the  red  ink  with  which  they  were  embel- 
lishod  was  said  to  be  his  blood :  it  was  seriously 
a^uflged,  that  tie  was  in  Icasiic  with  the  devil ;  and 
if  be  hsil  nut  lloil  frura  the  city,  moRt  probably  he 
would  have  shared  tlie  fate  of  tiiose  whom  i^morant 
And  superstitious  Jud:;es,  at  that  timr,  condemned 
fbr  wltchcrnf I.  From  this  circuiiiffUuice,  let  us  learn 
to  iKware  how  we  view  the  invoutions  of  genius, 
and  how  we  treat  tho^c  whose  ingenious  contri- 
vances may  afterw.inls  Wi  the  means  ttf  enlightening 
end  luelioraling  mankiiKl.  tf«%  Appendir,  No.  VII. 
Various  Improveaients  hsivi*  br.".Mi  made,  of  late 
ye:irs,  in  the  art  of  printing.  Tlt:it  which  has  lately 
been  announreil  hy  Dr.  Church  of  Boston,  In  tlie 
moKt  remarkable:  and,  if  found  succeesful  will 
cirry  tliis  ari  to  a  hlgli  dc;;rcc  of  perfection.  A  priu 
cipal  obiect  of  this  improvement  is,  to  print  con- 
stantly from  new  typos,  which  is  effected  by  simpll- 
tying  the  process  for  casting  and  coinpoiting.  'rho 
tyiie  is  deUvered  perfect  by  iu.irhlnery.  and  laid  as 
It  Is  cast.  In  separate  coroparttuontn.  with  unerring 
order  and  exactness.  The  composition  is  then  ef- 
fbcted  by  other  apparatus,  directed  by  keys  like 
UM»e  of  a  piano-forte,  and  tiie  l3i>e  may  then  be  ar- 
ranged In  wonls  ami  lines,  as  quickly  as  in  the  per* 
Ibmnnne  of  notes  in  music.  No  error  can  arise 
except  from  touching  the  wrong  key :  and  hence  an 
eniert  hand  will  leave  little  labour  for  the  reader. 
Itu  tben  found  less  expensive  tender  Dr.  Church's 
economical  system  of  re-casting,  to  re-molt  the  types,* 
and  recast  thpm,  than  to  perform  the  teilious  opera- 
tion of  distribution.  The  melting  takes  place  with- 
out atmospheric  exposure,  by  which  oxydation  and 
waste  of  metal  are  avoided.  It  6  calcukited  that 
two  men  can  produce  75,ooo  new  tyfies  |)er  hour,  and 
In  ra-oomposinf ,  one  man  will  perform  as  much  as 
three  or  four  compositors.  In  the  production  of 
types,  the  saving  Is  nnioty-nine  parts  in  a  hundred  i 
aDd  In  the  comjiosltion,  distribution,  and  reading,  is 
thrsa  iMUts  in  lour.  In  regard  to  press-work.  Dr.  C. 
hs«  Invented  a  machine  to  work  with  plattens,  In- 
ftaad  of  cjiinders,  from  which  he  will  be  enabled  to 
take  M  fine  Impresskms  per  minate. 


poorest  individual  who  ezpreeses  a  doHire  (or  it, 
may  be  furnished  with  the  *^  word  of  life"  which 
will  guide  him  to  a  blessed  immoriarny.  That 
divine  light  which  is  destined  to  illuminate  every 
region  of  the  globe,  and  to  sanctify  and  reform 
men  of  all  nations,  and  kindreds,  and  tongues,  is 
accelerated  in  its  movements,  and  directed  in  its 
course  through  the  natiuna,  by  the  invention  of 
the  art  of  printing ;  and  ere  long  it  will  distri- 
bute among  the  inhabitants  oT every  land,  the 
"law  and  the  testimony  of  the  Most  Hi:;ii," 
to  guide  their  steps  to  tSie  regions  of  eternal  hlixs. 
In  short,  there  is  not  a  more  powerful  engine  in 
the  hands  of  Providence,  for  diffusing  the  know- 
ledge of  the  nature  and  the  will  of  the  Deity, 
and  for  accomplishing  the  grand  objects  of  re- 
velation, than  the  art  of  multiplying  books,  and 
of  conveying  intelligence  through  the  medium  of 
the  press.  Were  no  such  art  in  existence,  wo 
cannot  conceive  how  an  eztensiTe  and  universal 
propagation  of  the  doctrines  of  revelation  coukl 
be  efiected,  unless  aAer  the  lapse  of  an  indefinite 
number  of  ages.  But,  with  the  assistance  of 
this  invention,  in  its  present  improved  state,  the 
island  of  Great  Britain  alone,  within  loss  than  a 
hundred  years,  could  furnish  a  copy  of  the  Scrip- 
tures to  every  inhabitant  of  the  wurld,  and  would 
defray  the  expense  of  such  an  undertaking,  with 
much  more  ease,  and  with  a  smaller  sum,  than 
were  necessary  to  furnish  the  political  warfare  in 
which  we  were  lately  engaged. 

These  considerations  teach  i»,  that  the  in- 
genious inventions  of  the  human  mind  are  under 
the  direction  and  control  of  the  Governor  of  llie 
world— are  intimately  connected  with  ilie  ac- 
complishment of  the  plan  of  his  providencr,  and 
have  a  tendency^  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to 
promote,  over  every  rojfionof  the  earth,  the  pro- 
gress and  exten.iion  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Re- 
deemer. They  also  show  us,  from  what  small 
beginnings  the  most  magnificent  ofv'rations  of 
the  divine  economy  may  derive  ihrir  origin. 
Who  could  have  imagined  that  the  simple  cir- 
cumstaiice  of  a  person  amusing  himself  by  cutting 
a  few  letters  on  the  bark  of  a  tree,  and  impress- 
ing them  on  pa|)er,  was  intimately  connected 
with  the  mental  illumination  of  mankind ;  and 
that  the  art  which  sprung  from  this  casual  pro- 
cess was  des Lined  to  be  the  principal  means  of 
illuminating  the  nations,  and  of  conveying  to  tho 
ends  of  the  earth,  '*the  salvation d" our  God?** 
But,  "  Ho  who  rules  in  the  armies  of  heaven,  and 
among  the  inhabitants  of  the  earth,"  and  who  sees 
"  the  end  from  the  beginning,"  overrules  the  roost 
minute  movement  of  all  his  creatures,  in  subservi- 
ency to  his  ultimate  designs,  and  shows  himself, 
in  this  respect,  to  be  *'  wonderful  in  coun^l,  and 
excellent  in  working.'' 

The  Marituf^M  CampaMt.^Anolher  invention 
which  has  an  intimate  relation  to  religion,  is, 
the  art  of  Navigation^  and  the  invention  of  the 
Marinei^M  Cen^ost.    Narigatioa  ie  the  art  of 
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oouducting  a  >hip  through  (ha  Mfti  from  one  port  UmeMaecarioiMipovaoM  wmi  tohftw 
to  another.  Thu  art  was  partly  known  and  thomaelves  by  making  to  iwim,  in  a  haaia  d 
practised  in  the  early  ages  of  antiquity,  by  the  water,  a  loadrtone  auspended  on  a  piece  ofoofk; 
Pbenicians,  the  Carthaginians,  the  Egyptians,  and  to  have  remarked,  that,  when  left  at  Ubo^, 
the  Romans,  and  other  nations  of  Europe  and  one  of  its  extremitiea  pointed  to  the  norA. 
Asia.  But  they  had  no  guide  to  direct  (hem  in  They  had  abo  remarked,  that,  whmi  a  paees  4 
their  voyages,  except  the  sun  in  the  day-time,  iron  is  rubbed  against  the  loadbione,  it  aoquini 
and  the  stars  by  night.  When  the  sky  was  ov«r-  also  the  property  of  turning  towarda  the  noitk^ 
cast  wi(h  douds,  they  were  thrown  into  alarms,  and  of  attracting  needles  and  filing  of  ir» 
and  durst  not  venture  to  any  great  distance  from  From  one  experiment  lo  another,  thsj  prooss^ 
(he  coast,  lest  they  should  be  carried  forward  in  ed  to  lay  a  nesdle,  touched  wi(h  the  nttgnet,  m 
a  course  opposite  to  that  which  they  intended,  two  small  bits  of  straw  floating  on  the  walB« 
or  be  driven  against  hidden  rocks,  or  unknown  and  to  observe  that  the  needle  iaTariably  tomc^ 
shores.  The  danger  and  difficulty  of  the  navi-  its  point  towards  the  north.  The  first  use  thay 
gsiion  of  the  ancients,  on  this  account,  may  be  seem  to  have  made  of  these  experiments,  «i% 
learned  firom  the  deliberations,  the  great  prepa-  to  impose  upon  simple  people  by  the  appes^ 
rations,  and  the  aUuins  of  Homer's  heroes,  when  anoe  of  mogae.  For  exan^le,  a  boBow  swas, 
they  were  about  to  croes  the  Egean  sea,  an  ex-  or  the  figure  of  a  mermaid,  was  made  to  swia 
tent  of  not  more  than  160  miles  ;  and  the  expe-  in  a  baun  of  water,  and  to  follow  a  knife  with  i 
dition  of  the  Argonauts  under  Jason,  aooas  the  bit  of  bread  upon  its  point,  «^iich  had  been  pn^ 
sea  of  Marmora  and  the  Euxine,  to  the  isknd  viously  rubbed  on  the  k)adstone.  '  The  ezperi- 
of  Colchis,  a  distance  of  only  four  or  five  bun*  manter  convinced  them  of  bis  power,  by  am- 
dred  miles,  was  viewed  as  a  most  wonderful  ex-  manding,  in  this  way,  a  needle  laid  on  (he  sw 
pk>it,  at  which  even  the  gods  themselves  were  said  &ce  of  tiie  water  to  tun  its  point  from  the  north 
to  be  amazed.  The  same  thing  appears  fit>m  (he  to  the  eut,  or  in  any  other  direction.  But  sqbm 
narration  we  have  in  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles,  geniuses,  of  more  sublime  aad  reflectiTo  powcn 
of  Paul's  voyage  from  Ceearea  to  Rome.—  of  mind,  seising  upon  these  hints,' at  last  applidi 
**  When,"  says  Luke,  **  neither  sun  nor  stars  in  these  experiments  to  the  wants  of  navigation, 
many  days  appeared,  and  no  small  tempests  ky  and  constructed  an  instrumem,  by  the  help  o£ 
on  us,  all  hope  that  we  should  be  saved  was  then  which  the  mariner  can  now  direct  has  course  (s 
taken  away."  Being  deprived  of  these  guides,  distant  lands,  through  the  vast  aad  pathless  ooeaa 
they  were  tossed  about  in  the  Mediterranean,  nut  In  consequence  of  the  discovery  of  this  in- 
knowing  whether  they  were  carried  to  the  north,  atrument,  the  coasts  of  almost  every  land  on  the 
south,  east,  or  west.  So  that  the  voyages  of  an-  suriace  of  the  globe  have  been  explored,  and  a  re* 
tiquity  consisted  chiefly  in  creeping  along  the  gular  intercourse  opened  up  between  (he  remotest 
coast,  and  seldom  venturing  beyond  sight  of  regions  of  the  earth.  Without  the  help  of  this 
land  :  they  could  not,  therefore,  extend  their  ex-  noble  invention,  America,  in  all  probability, 
curs  ions  by  sea  to  distant  continents  and  nations ;  would  never  have  been  discovered  by  the  eastera 
and  hence,  the  greater  portion  of  the  terraqueous  nations—the  vast  continent  of  New-HoUand— 
globe  and  its  inhabitaats  were  to  them  altogether  the  numerous  and  interesting  islands  in  the  To> 
unknown.  It  was  not  before  the  invention  of  the  dian  and  Pacific  oceans— the  isles  of  Japan,  and 
mariner's  compaUi  that  distant  voyages  could  'other  immmse  territories  inhabited  by  huroaa 
be  undertaken,  that  extensive  oceans  couki  be  beings,  woukl  have  remained  as  much  unknown 
traversed,  and  an  intercourse  carried  on  between  and  unexpk>red  as  if  they  had  never  existed, 
remote  continents  and  the  islands  of  the  ocean.  And  as  the  nations  of  Europe  and  the  western 
It  is  somewhat  uncertain  at  what  precise  pe-  parts  of  Asia  were  the  sole  depositories  of  the 
riod  this  noble  discovery  was  made ;  but  it  ap-  records  of  reviJation,  they  could  never  have 
pears  pretty  evident,  that  the  mariner's  c(Mnpass  conveyed  the  blessings  oS  salvation  to  remote 
was  not  commonly  used  in  navigation  before  the  countries  and  to  imknown  tribes  of  mankind,  of 
year  1420,  or  only  a  few  years  before  (he  inven-  whose  existence  they  were  entirely  ignorant, 
tion  of  printing.*  The  loadstone,  in  all  ages,  Even  although  the  whole  terraqueous  globe  had 
was  known  to  have  the  property  of  attracting  been  dietched  out  before  them,  in  aH  its  aKpeeH 
iron ;  but  its  tendency  to  point  towards  the  north  and  bearings,  and  ramifications  of  idands,  coa* 
and  south  seems  to  have  been  unnoticed  till  the  tinents,  seas,  and  oceans,  and  the  moral  and  po> 
beginning  of  the  twelfth  century.    About  that  litical  state  of  every  tribe  of  its  inhabitants 

*  The  invention  of  the  compass  Is  usually  ascribed  nonh  point  of  the  eard  hy  a  fleur-4e-iu ,  and,  wtli 

to  Falvio  Qioia,  of  Amalfl,  In  Campania,  about  the  equal  reason,  the  English  have  laid  claim  to  the  i 


rear  (909 ;  and  the  Italians  are  stienuous  in  support-  honour,  from  the  name  oompott,  bywhich  most  oa> 

ing  this  claim.    Others  affirm,  that  Marcus  Paulus,  a  tlons  have  agreed  to  distinguish  it.    But  wiMevsr 

Venetian,  having  made  a  journey  to  China,  brought  were  the  inventors,  or  at  whatever  period  this  In 

hack  the  invention  with  him  In  19S0.    The  French  strument  was  first  constructed,  It  does  not  appsaf 

also  lay  claim  to  the  honour  of  this  invention,  firom  that  It  was  brought  Into  general  use  befbra  ths  pa 

the  clrctutftance,  that  all  nattona  dlatlngulab  tha  ilod  mantlonsd  in  the  taxt. 
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Aay^d  to  vi«w;  without  a  guide  to  direct  the  fbniier,  can  be  fkirlj  denoostrtted.  The 
ur  course  through  the  billows  of  the  eceea,  son  of  a  epectade-inaker  of  Middleburg  in  Hol- 
f  ooold  have  afibrded  no  light  and  no  relief  land,  happening  to  amuse  hinis«ir  in  bis  father's 
beer  the  distant  nations  '*  fi^o  sii  in  darkness,  shop,  by  holding  two  glasses  between  his  finger 
.  in  the  shadow  of  death/'  Though  the  art  «ttd  his  thumb,  and  varying  their  distance,  per- 
nriBtil^;  Jiad  %een  invented ;  though  millions  ceired  the  weathercock  of  the  church  spire  op- 
Mbles  were  now  prepared,  adequate  to  the  pooiie  to  him  much  larger  than  ordinary,  and 
ply  of  all  the  "  kindreds  of  the  heathen ;"  apparently  much  n^rer,  and  turned  upside  down, 
jgh  ships  in  ^nrndance  were  equipped  for  This  new  wonder  excited  the  amazement  of  the 
enterprise,  and  thousands  of  missionaries  iather;  he  adjusted  two  glasses  en  a  board,  ren- 
dy  to  embark,  and  to  devote  their  lives  to  the  dering  them  moveable  at  {Measure  ;  and  thus 
auction  of  the  pagan  world — all  would  be  of  formed  the  first  rude  imitation  of  a  perspective 
Lvail,  and  the  *'  salvation  of  Qod*'  could  never  gitss,  by  which  distant  objects  are  brought  near 
xoclaimed  to  the  ends  of  the  world ,  unless  to  view.  Qalileo,  a  philosopher  of  Tuscany^ 
f  had  a  mariner's  compass  to  guide  their  hearing  of  the  invention,  set  his  mind  to  work, 
rse  through  the  trackless  ocean.  in  order  to  bring  it  to  perfectioo.  He  fixed  his 
n  this  invention,  then,  we  behold  a  proof  of  glaMos  ai  the  end  of  long  organ-pipes,  and  con- 
agency  of  Divine  Providence,  in  directing  strucled  a  telescope,  which  he  soon  directed  to 
efibrts  of  human  genius  to  subserve  the  most '  different  ports  of  the  surrounding  heavens.  He 
Ktrtant  designs,  and  contemplate  a  striking  discovered  four  moons  reviriving  around  the  pla- 
simon  of  the  **  manifold  wisdom  of  God.''  net  Jupiter — spots  en  the  surface  of  the  sun,  and 
leo  the  pious  and  contemplative  Israelite  r»-  the  rotation  of  that  globe  around  itsaxis—Hnooi^ 
ted  on  the  declaration  of  the  prophets,  that  tains  and  valleys  in  the  moon— and  numbers  of 
le  glory  of  Jehovah  weald  be  revealed,  and  fixed  stars  where  scarcely  one  was  visible  to  the 
:  all  flesh  would  see  it  together  ;''-4rom  the  naked  eye.  These  discoveries  were  made  about 
e  of  the  arts  which  then  existed,  he  most  theyearlGlO,  a  shmt  time  after  the  first  invention 
B  folt  many  difficulties  in  forming  a  concep-  of  tlie  telescope.  Since  that  p^od  this  instru- 
:  of  the  HMmnsr  in  whicli  such  predictions  mont  has  passed  through  various  degrees  of  im- 
Id  bo  realized.  **  The  great  and  wide  sea,"  (Nrovement,  and,  by  means  of  it,  celestial  won- 
'  termed  the  Mediterranean,  formed  the  bound-  dors  have  been  explored  in  the  distant  spaces  of 
of  his  view,  beyond  which  he  was  unable  to  the  universe,  which,  in  former  times,  were  alto- 
etrate.  Of  the  continents,  and  **  the  nies  gether  concealed  from  mortal  view.  By  the  help 
'  off,"  and  of  the  Air  more  apacious  oceans  of  telescopes,  combined  with  the  art  of  measure 
:  lay  between,  he  had  no  knowledge ;  and  how  tag  the  distances  and  magnitudes  of  the  heavenly 
le  ends  of  the  earth"  were  to  be  reached,  he  bodies,  our  views  of  the  grandeur  of  the  Almighty, 
Id  form  no  conception  i  and,  in  the  midst  of  of  the  plenitude  of  bis  power,  and  of  the  mterU 
perplexing  thoughts,  he  could  find  no  sati»>  of  his  universal  empire,  are  extended  for  beyond 
ion  but  in  the  firm  belief,  that  "  with  Ghjd  what  ootdd  have  boen  conceived  in  former  ages. 
:hings  are  possible."  But  now  we  are  ena-  Our  prospects  of  the  range  of  the  divine  opera- 
I  not  only  to  contem|rfate  the  grand  designs  tions  are  no  longer  confined  within  the  limits  of 
he  divine  economy,  but  the  principal  means  th»  world  we  inhabit ;  we  can  now  lUainly  per- 
vhich  they  shall  all,  in  due  time,  be  accom-  ceive,  that  the  kingdom  of  God  is  not  only  "  an 
bed,  in  consequence  of  the  progress  of  science  everiastins  domininn,"  but  that  it  extends  through 
art,  and  of  their  consecration  to  the  rearing  the  unlimited  regions  of  space,  comprehending 
extension  of  the  Christian  church.  within  its  vast  circumference  thousands  of  suns, 
*be  two  inventions  to  which  I  have  now  ad-  and  tens  of  thousands  of  worlds,  all  ranged  in 
•d,  may  perhaps  be  considered  as  among  the  miyestic  order,  at  immense  distances  from  one 
t  striking  instances  of  the  connexion  of  bu-  another,  and  all  supported  and  governed  **  by 
I  art  with  the  objects  of  rdigion.  But  there  Him  who  rides  on  the  Heaven  of  heavens,^ 
many  other  inventions,  which,  at  first  view,  whose  greatness  is  unsearchable,  and  whose  uo- 
lot  appear  to  bear  so  near  a  relation  to  the  derstanding  is  infinite. 

;ress  of  Christianity,  and  yet  have  an  ulti-  The  telescope  has  also  derooostrated  to  us 

e  reference  to  some  of  its  grand  and  interest-  the  UUrai  truUi  of  those  scriptural  declarations 

objects.  whidi  assert  that  the  stars  are  "  innumerable." 

[^  TWrneops.— We  might  he  apt  to  think,  Before  the   invention  of  this  instrument,  not 

i  slight  view  of  the  matter,  that  there  can  be  more  than  about  two  thousand  stars  could  be 

aunmiiate  relation  between  the  grinding  and  perceived  by  the  unassisted  eye  in  the  clearest 

■hing  of  an  pptic  glass,  and  fitting  two  or  night.    But  this  invention  has  unfokled  to  view 

•  of  them  in  a  tube,  and  the  enlargement  not  onfy  thousands,  but  hundreds  of  thousands, 

Nir  views  of  the  operation  of  the  Eternal  and  millions,  of  those  bright  luminaries,  which 

mL     Tet  the  connexion  between  these  two  lie  dispersed  io  eveiy  direction  throughout  tho 

da,  and  the  depeadaBGO  of  tho  laltor  upon  bomdleM  rtim—iinM  flf  spaco.   And  m  U^ht 

68 


119  THE  CHRISTIAN  FHIL06QPHER. 

the  magnifyiiig  powers  of  the  t^esoope  are,  the  we  haii  actuallj  taken  a  flight  oT  tea  hmM 

Bore    oumeroue  thoee  celestial  orbs  appear ;  thousand  millions  of  miles  into  those  unexplerai 

tearing  us  no  room  to  doubt,  that  coinitless  and  uneiplorable  regions,  which  coold  not  It 

myriads  more  lie  hid  in  the  distant  regions  of  aecomplisbed  in  several  mffliosis  of  years,  tbosi^ 

creation,  far  beyond  the  reach  of  the  finest  glasses  ov  motion  were  as  rapid  as  a  ball  projected  rai 

that  can  be  constructed  by  human  sliili,  and  a  loaded  camion.     We  would  justly  conndcril 

which  are  known  only    to  Him  **  who  counts  ae  a  noble  endowment  for  cnabUng  us  to  take  is 

the  number  of  the  stars,  and  calls  them  by  their  extensive  survey  of  the  works  oTGod,  if  ws  hid 

■ames."  the  faculty  d* transporting  ourselves  to  such  i» 

In  short,  the  teleseope  may  be  considered  as  mense  distances  from  the  sphere  we  now  oocapj; 

serving  the  purpose  of  a  vehicle  for  conveying  but,  by  means  of  the  telescopic   ti^,  we  anj 

us  to  the  distant  regions  of  space.     We  would  take  nearly  the  same  ample  views  of  the 


consider  it  as  a  woinderfiil  achievement,  could  nions  of  the  Creator,  without  stirring  a  feot  km 

we  transport  ourselves  two  himdred  thousand  the  limits  of  our  terrestrial  abode.     ThisiastniK 

miles  from  th^  earth,  in  the  direction  of  the  ment  may,  therefore,  he  consideredl  as  a  pnffi> 

moon,  in  order  to  take  a  nearer  view  of  that  dential  gift,  bestowed  upon  mankind,  to  serve, 

celestial  orb.    But  this  instrument  enables  us  in  the  mean  time,  as  a  Umpmatjf  sn&sfifKle  for 

to  take  a  much  nearer  inspection  of  that  frfanet,  those   powers  of  n^id  fli^t  with  which  the 

than  if  we  bad  actually  surmounted  the  fbrce  of  seraphim  are  endowed,  and  fisr  those  suptfisr 

gravitation,  traversed  the  voids  of  space,  and  frcuhies  of  motion  with  whidi  man  hinMeifnay 

left  the  earth  230,000  miles  behind  us.    F'or,  be  invested,  when  he  arrives  ml  tha  swnaut  d 

supposing  such  a  journey  to  be  accomplished,  moral  perfection.* 

we  should  still  be  ten  thousand  miles  distant         The  llicrosoope.— The  mierosec^  is  anodier 

from  that  orb.    But  a  telescope  which  magnifies  instrument  constructed   on  similar  principlsi, 

ebjects  i40  times,  can  carry  our  views  within  whieh  has  greatly  expanded  our  views  of  ths 

•ns  thousand  miles  of  the  moon ;  and  a  tele-  '*  manifold  wisdom  of  God."    This  instruoMit, 

fcope,  such  as  Dr.  HerscheUs  40  feet  reflector,  which  discovers  to  us  small  ohfeda,  nvisilde  te 

which  magnifies  6000  times,  would  ensble  us  to  the  naked  eye,  was  invented  soon  aAcr  As 

view  the  mountains  and  vales  of  the  moon,  as  invention  and  improvement  of  the  triasoops.    By 

if  We  were  transported  to  a  point  about  40  milee  means  of  this  optical  contrivance,  we  peoeiie  i 

§om  her  surface.*    We  can  view  the  magnifi-  variety  of  wonders  in  almost  every  ebiect  ia  ikt 

cent  system  of  the  planet  Saturn,  by  means  of  animal,  the  vegetable,  and  the  mineral  kingdoms 

this  instrument,  as  distincdy,  as  if  we  had  per-  We  perceive  that  every  partide  of  amtter,  how* 

Cxmed  a  journey  eight  hundred  millions  of  miles  ever,  minute,  has  a  determinate  fiirm — that  the 

hi  the  direction  of  that  globe,  which  at  the  rate  very  scales  dT  the  skin  of  a  haddock  are  all  beaoti- 

of  60  miles  an  hour,  would  require  a  period  of  fully  interwoven  and  variegated,  like  pieces  of 

more  than  eighteen  hundred  years  to  accomplish,  net-work,  which  no  art  can  imitate-Hhat  the 

By  the  telescope,  we  can  contemplate  the  region  points  of  the  prickles  of  vegetables,  though  raa^ 

of  the  fixed  stars,  their  arran>;ement  into  sya-  nified  a  thousand  times,  appear  as  sharp  sad 

terns,   and   their    imraenHe  numbers,  with  the  wdl  polished  as  to  the  naked  eye-^at  every 

same  distinctness  and  amplitude  of  view,  as  if  particle  of  the  dust  on  the  butterfly's  wing  is  a 

.rni^.  k  .w    V.  w  .J.  ,  beautiful  and  regularly  organized  frather'--that 

•  Tliough  the  highest  magnifyins  power  of  Dr.  ^-        u  -      r  u     j  •  ».  n        .  i.         •  u 

Hcrschers  large   telescopelvas   esltlnated  at  six  •^"''^  ***""  ®^  **"'  ^^'^  "  *  ^***"«''  *«*«•  **»^ 

thousand  times,  yet  it  dues  not  appear  that  the  doc-  bulbs   and  roots,  furnished  with  a  variety  of 

5pwin?fhi*S!lS*nlM5  rj?,'  "^l^^  fl^'^'^Tj  )*'**"  **»r«a»^  ^  filaments— and  that  the  pores  in  our 

viewing  the  moon  and  the  planets.    The  deflclency  j.-      ..         i      ll.l  .  i-^-^imw-. 

ef  light,  when  using  so  high  a  power,  would  rcn-  *""»  through  which  the  sweat  and  perspiratioB 

der  the  view  of  these  ohjccisless  siitlsf^tocy  than  flow,  are  so  numerous  and  minute,  that  amiia 

when  viewed  with  a  power  of  one  or  two  ihoujiand  of  «-„<*  would  rovM-  ■  hundrMl  am)  t»nmu  tm» 

times.    Still.  It  is  quite  certain,  that  If  any  portions  **J  ^^'^^^^j^  ^^«  *  hundred  arid  Isventy-fifS 

of  the  moon's  surface  wore  viewed  through  an  In-  thousand  oT them.    We  perceive  anisaated  beiags 

stniment  of  such  a  power,  they  would  appear  as  in  certain  liqukla,  sosmaU,  that  fifty  thousand  d 

larre  (but  fu4  rtfarly  go  brig^/a  and  digtiftel)  vm  if  .u  _       .  u       .  i    .u       •        /        •.  i 

we  were  i.laced  al/ut  40  nJilcs  distant  from  that  '*^*'"  ^*^^  "•'  «!"**   **»•  »"«  ^^  *  "«»« J  »* 

body.    The  enlargement  of  the  an^lc  of  viKion,  in  yet  each  of  these  creotores  is  furnished  with  i 

this  case,  or,  the  apparent  distance  at  which  the  imuth   eves   ctnmarii    hkind.vi>«»»la    •wtA  mk** 

moon  woulil  be  conieraplaicd,  is  foiuid  by  dividing  ^"*"'  J^^*'  "'^■^«  blood-vessels,  and  oifcer 

the  moon's  distance— 910,000  miles  by  8000,  the  mag-  wgans  for  the  performance  of  animal  functioas. 

nifying  power  of  the  telescope,  which  producer  a  In  a  stagnant  pool  which  is  covered  with  s 

quoUent  of  40-iho  number  of  miles  at  which  the  ««Miiah  srnm  Anrina  th«  «ii»NM»r  nt^^tK.  — .»• 

moon  would  appear  to  be  placed  from  the  eye  of  the  f'®*"""  «="»»  dwuig  the  summer  months,  every 

observer.    Dr.  Herschcl  api)ears  to  have  used  the  drop  of  the  water  is  found  to  bo  a  worU  teemiaf 

highest  jwwer  of  his  telescopes,  only,  or  chiefly,  tvith  thousands  of  inhabitant!.      The  moaUy 

when  viewing  some  very  minute  objects  in  tlie  re-  _.k-«— -^— u-  i.  n      ju     •  .    j         c_j- 

gion  of  the  stars.    The  powers  he  generally  used,  ""betance  which  usuaDy  adheres  to  damp  bodies 

and  with  which  he  made  most  of  his  diecovertes  exhibits  a  forest  of  trees  and  plants,  whsrs  lbs 

were,  9sn,  460,  754,  938,  and  occasionally  aois,  sisa,  bnnokea   Imvm  and  fruit.  eLi  KiTikUU*  d^ 

and  •460.  when  inspecting  Ao^Me  and  triple  stJZ  ■*"*"•»  «^^^f  •«  *»>«»  can  be  plairty  d»- 
and  tba  mors  distant  nsbwc  •  ■• 
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lagaiiihed.    In  t  word,  by  this  admirable  insiro-  now  been  applied  to  the  impelling  of  ships  and 

neat  we  behold  the  same  Almighty  Hand  whidi  large  boats  along  rivers  and  seas,  in  opposition 

■oaiided  the  spacious  globe  on  which  we  live,  to  both  wind   and   tide,   and    with  a  velocity 

md  the  huge  masses  of  the  planetary  orbs,  and  which,  at  an  average,  exceeds  that  of  any  other 

lirccta  them  in  their  rapid  motions  through  the  conveyance.     We  have  no  reason  to  believe 

ikj,— empbyed,  at  the  same  moment,  in  round-  Uiat  this  invention  has  hiiherto  approximated  to 

ittf  and  polishing  ten  thousand  minute  transpa-  a  state  of  periection ;  it  is  yet  in  its  infancy, 

mat  globes  in  the  eye  of  a  fly  ;  and  boring  and  and  may  be  susceptible  of  such  improvements, 

imnging  veins  and  arteries,  and  forming  and  both  in  point  of  expeditiun  and  of  safety,  as  may 

Gasping  joints  and  claws,  for  the  movements  of  a  render  it  the  most  comfortable  and  speedy  con* 

nile!     We  thus  learn  tlie  admirable  and  asto-  veyance  between  distant  lands,  fur  transportinf 

liabing  effects  of  the  wisdom  of  God,  and  that  the  volume  of  innpiratioii  and  the  herulds  of  the 

Iw  divine  care  and  benevolence  are  as  much  gespelof  pe«ce  to '*  the  ends  of  tlie  earth."    By 

iis]dayed  in  the  construction  of  the  smallest  the  help  of  his  compass  the  mariner  is  enabled 

insect,  as  in  the  elephant  or  the  whale,  or  in  te  steer  his  course  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean, 

Ibose  ponderous  globes  which  roll  around  us  in  in  the  most  cloudy  days,  and  in  the  darkest 

the  sky.    These,  and  thousands  of  other  views  nights,  and  to  transport  his  vessel  from  one  end 

which  the  microscope  exhibits,  would  never  have  nf  the  world  to  another.     It  now  only  remaina, 

i>oen  displayed  to  the  human  mind,  had  they  not  that  navigation  be  rendered  safe,  uniform,  and 

been  opened  up  by  this  admirable  invention.  expeditious,    and   not   dependent  on  adverse 

In  fine,  by  means  of  the  two  instruments  to  winds,  or  the  currents  of  the  ocean  ;  and,  per- 

iffaich  I  have  now  adverted,  we  behold  Jeho-  haps  the  art  of  propelling  vessels  by  the  force  of 

rah's  empire   extending  to  infinity  on  either  steam,  when  arrived  at  perfection,  may  effectu- 

iiand.     By  the  telescope  we  are  presented  with  ate  those  desirable  purpo^cp.     Even  at  present, 

&e  most  astonishing  displays  of  his  emuitpotoiMe,  as  the  invention  jiow  stands,  were  a  vessel  to  be 

in  Ihe  immense  number,  the  rapid  motions,  and  fitted  to  encounter  the  waves  of  the  Atlantic, 

tbe  inconceivable  magnitudes  of  the  celestial  coastnicted  of  a  proper  figure  and  curvature, 

globea ;  and,  by  the  microscope,  we  behdd,  having  a  proper  disposition  of  her  wheels,  and 

what  is  still  more  inconceivable,  a  display  of  his  having  such  a  descripiioo  of  fuel,  as  could  be 

BBsearchable  wisdom  in  the  divine  mechanism  easily  stowed,  and  in  suficient  quantity  for  the 

by  wliich  a  drop  of  water  is  peopled  with  myriads  voyage — at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  an  hour,  she 

Of  inhabitants— a  &ct  which,  were  it  not  sub-  could  pass-  from  the  shores  of  Britain  to  tho 

ject  to  ocular  demonstration,  would  far  exceed  coast  of  America,  in  less  than  thirteen  days  ;— 

the  limits  of  human  conception  or  belief.     We  and,  even  at  eight  miles  an  hour,  the  voyage 

have  thus  the  most  striking  and  sensible  evi-  could  be  completed  in  little  more  than  fifteen 

dence,  tliat,  fi'om  the  immeasurable  luminaries  days  ;  so  that  intelligence  might  pass  and  re» 

af  heaven,  and  from  the  loftiest  seraph   that  pass  between  the  eastern  and  western  conti- 

ilands  before  the  throne  of  God,  down  to  this  oents  within  the  space  of  a  single  month— a 

lower  world,  and  to  the  smallest  microscopic  space  of  time  very  little  more  than  was  requi- 

tnimalcula  that  eludes  the  finest  glass,  He  is  site,  sixty  years  ago,  for  conveying  intelligence 

every  where  present,  and,  by  his  power,  intel-  between  Glasgow  and  London.    The  greatest 

Ugence,  and  agency,  animates,  supports,   and  distance  at  which  any  two  places  on  the  globe 

lirects  the  whole.    Such  views  and  contempla-  lie  from  each  other,  is  about  12,600  miles ;  and, 

tions  naturally  lead  us  to  advert  to  the  charac-  therefore,  if  a  direct  portion  of  water  intervene 

ter  of  Grod  as  delineated  by  the  sacred  writers,  between  them,  this  space  could  be  traversed  in 

that  *'  He  is  of  great  power,   and  mighty   in  fifly-four  or  sixty  days.    And,  if  the  isthmus  of 

strength  ;**  that  **  His  understanding  is  ic^nite ;'  Panama,  which   connects  North    and    South 

that  '*  His  works  are  wonderful.;*'  that  "  His  America,  and  the  isthmus  of  Suez,  which  sepa- 

Operations   are  unsearchable  and  past  finding  rates  the  Mediterranean    from  the  Red    sea, 

out  ;**  and  they  must  excite  the  devout  mind  to  vvere  cut  into  wide  and  deep  canab,  (which  we 

[oin  with  fervour  in  the  language  of  adoration  have  no  doubt  will  be  accomplished  as  soon  as 

and  |)raise.  civilized  nations  have  access  to  perform  opera- 

When  thj  amaeincT  worfcs,  O  God!  ^^^  »"  **»<«*  territories,)  every  country  in  the 

My  mental  eye  surveys.  world  could  then  be  reached  from  Europe,  in 

"Transported  with  the  view,  I'm  lost  guMtif    a  direct  line,  or  at  moM  by  a  gentle 

In  wonder,  love,  and  praise.**  •     .     j    r  .u     i  j  j  *       i 

curve,  instead  of  the  long,  and  dangerous,  and 

Sleam  NaxigaAon. — We  might  have  been  circuitousroute  which  must  now  bo  taken,  in  aail- 
^it  to  supposf  that  the  chymical  experiments  ing  fur  the  eastern  parts  of  Asia,  and  the  north- 
that  were  first  made  to  demonstrate  the  force  of  western  shores  of  America.  By  this  means, 
ileam  as  a  mechanical  agent,  could  have  little  eight  or  nine  thousand  miles  of  sailing  would  be 
relation  to  the  objects  of  religion,  or  even  to  the  aaved  in  a  voyage  from  England  to  Nooika 
DMafurt  of  human  life  and  society.    Yet  it  has  soun^  or  the  peninsola    of  California ;  and 
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Bore  thn  tiai  thooiand  mUes,  in  p&»(ing  from  experimental  philoeophen,  and!  a  auflSeinC  nt 

X«ondon  to  Bombay  in  the  East   Indie*  ;  and  of  money  to  enable  them  to  prosecute  their  ci* 

few  places  on  the  ^rth  would  be  fariher  distant  periments  on  an  extenaive  scale.     To  the  virt 

from  each  other  by  water  than  15,000  miles ;  of  such  prerequisites,  it  is  chiefly  owuf,  Om 

which  space  might  be  traversed,  at   the  rate  Che  hints  on  this  subject,  hiiherlo  suj^gested,  bis 

mentioned  above,  in  a  period  of  firom  sixty-two  either  fiuled  of  sueeess  or  have  nrrer  beeBca^     j 

lo  seventy-seven  days.*  risd  into  execution.    A  more  simple  and  cip»>     I 

But  we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  when  this  ditious  process  for  filling  ballooaa  has  latelj  bees 

invention,  combined  with  other  mechanical  as-  effected--the  use  of  ihepanuhwU,  by  wbicfa  i 

•istances,  shall  approximate  nearer  to  perfection,  person  may  detach  himself  froM  the  ballooo,  ui 

a  much  more  rapid  rate  of  motioa  will  be  e^  descend  to  the  earth,  baif  been  auccessfiilly  tried, 

fected  'r  and  the  advantages  of  this,  in  a  religious  —the  lightning  of  heaven  has  been  drawn  &rai 

as  well  as  in  a  commercial  point  of  view,  may  the  clouds,  and  forced  to  act  aa  a  mcchasieal 

ba  easily  appreciated,  especially  at  the  present  power  in  splitting  immense  stcines   to  pifcft, 

period,  when  the  Christian  world,  now  aroused  — the  atmoephere  has  been  analyxei  into  iu 

from  their  slumbers,  have  formed  the  grand  de-  component  parts,  and  the  wonderliil  properties  of 

sign  of  sending  a  bible  to  every  inhabitant  of  the  ingredients  of  which  it  is  eoaBpo«ed  exhiUled 

the  globe.    When  the  empire  of  the  prince  of  in  their  separate  state:  and  why,  tbea,-8hoaid 

darkness  shall  be  shaken  throughout  all  its  de-  we  consider  it  as  at  all  improbablo  that  the  sseifli 

pendencies,  and  the  nations  aroused  to  in<|uire  of  producing  a  horixontal  dirocfioa  in  aerial  n- 

after  light,  and  liberty,  and  diirine  knowledge—  vigation  may  soon  be  discovered?    Were  this 

intelligence  would  thus  be  rapidly  eommnnicated  object  once  efiiscted,  baUooBs  aaigbt  be  vpfM 

ever  every  region,  and  between  the  most  distant  to  the  purpose  of  surveying  and  exploring  coub> 

tribes.     **  Many  would  run  to  and  fro,   and  tries  hitherto  inaccessible,  and  of  conveying  tbs 

knowledge  would  be  increased.**     The  ambassa-  messengers  of  divine  merey  to  tribes- of  our  fe^ 

dors  of  the  Redeemer,  with  the  orades  of  heaven  k>w  mea,  whose  exutenoe  is  as  yet  unknown, 
in  their  hands,  and  the  words  of  salvation  in  their         We  are  certain  that  every  portion  of  the  !&-> 

mouths,  wouU  quickly  be  transported  to  every  habited  world  most  be  thoroaghly  explored,  ud 

clime,  "  having  the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  its  inhabitants  visited,  before  the  salvalkw  «f 

to  every  nation,  and  kindred,  and  tongue,  and  God  can  be  carried  fully  into  eflect ;  and,  far 

people."  the  purpose  of  such  explorations,  we  must,  of 

Air  BaUoom. — Similar  wmarks  may  be  ap-  course,  resort  ta  the  inventions  of  human  gesixi 

plied  to  the  inuention  of  Air  BaUoona.    We  in  art  and  science.     Nunneroas  tribes  of  dw 

have  heard  of  some  pious  people  who  have  sons  of  Adam  are,  doubtless,  residing  in  r^ions 

mourned  over  such  inventions,  and  lamented  the  of  the  earth  with  which  we  have  no  acquaiatBDes, 

folly  of  mankind  in  studying  their  construction,  and  to  which  we  have  no  accMs  by  any  of  the 

and  witnessing  their  exhibition.     Such  disposi-  modes  of  conveyance  presently  in  use.    More 

tions  generally  proceed  from  a  narrow  range  of  than  one-half  of  the  interior  parts  of  Africa  and 

thought,  and  a  contracted  view  of  the  divine  eco-  Asia,  and  even  of  America,  are  wholly  unkno«tt 

nomy  and  arrangements  in  the  work  of  redemp-  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  civilieed  world.    The 

tion.    Though  the  porversity  of  mankind  has  vast  regions  ofChineseTartary,  Thibet.  Siberia, 

often  applied  usefol  inventions  to  foolish,  and  tend  the  adjacent  districts ;   alnaoM  the  whole 

even  to  vicious  purposeti,  yet  this  forms  no  rea-  interior  of  Africa,  and  the  continent  of  New 

son  why  such  inventions  should  be  decried;  Holland — the  extensive  isles  of  Borneo,  Soom- 

otherwise  the  art  of  printing,  and  many  other  tra.  New  Guinea,  and  Japan,  the  territory  cf 

useful  arts,  might  be  regarded  as  inimical  to  the  the  Amazons,  and  the  internal  parts  of  North 

human  race.     We  have  reason  to  believe  that  America,refnain,  for  the  most  part,  unknown  and 

air  balloons  may  yet  be  brought  to  such  perfoc-  unexplored.    The  lofty  and   impasaaUe  ranges 

rion,  as  to  be  applied  to  purposes  highly  benefi-  of  mountains,  and  the  deep  and  rapid  rivers, 

eial  lo  the  progress  of  the  human  mind,  and  sub^  which  intervene  between  us  and  many  of  dioas 

servient,  in  seme  degree,,  for  ejecting  the  pur-  iregions,  together  with  the  savage  and  plundering 

|KMes  of  providence  in   the   enlightening  and  hordes  of  men,  and  the  tribes  oif  ravenous  bnsia 

renovation  of  mankind.     For  this  purpose,  it  is  through  which  the  traveller  must  push  bis  way, 

only  requisite  that  son>e  contrivance,  on  chymi-  present  to  European  adventurers  barriers  which 

cal  or  mechanical  principles,  be  suggested,  ana-  they  cannot  expect  to  surmount  by  the  ordinary 

logous  to  the  sails  or  rudder  of  a  ship,  by  which  modes  of  conveyance,,  for  a  lapse  of  ages.    BsC 

they  may  be  moved  in  any  direction,  without  by  balloens  eonstructed  with  aa  apparatus  for 

being  directed  solely  by  the  course  of  the  wind  ;  directing  tlieir  motiom,  all  such    obstructioBS 

and,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  such  a  conuriv-  would  at  once  be  surmounted.     The  most  iia* 

ance  is  possible  to  be  effected.     It  requires  only  penetrable  regions,  now  hemmed  in  by  strsami 

laitable  encouragement  to  be  given  to  ingenious  and  marshes,  and  lofty  nMuntatas,  and  a  barba* 

*SseAppsndix»No.IX.  wua  population,  would  be  qioickly  laid 
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md  cities  ind  mtdons,  lakes  ind  rivers,  and 
fertile  plains,  to  which  we  are  now  entire  stran- 
gor>|  would  soon  burst  upon  the  view.  And  the 
very  Gircunwtance,  that  the  niessengere  of  peace 
and  aalvatioo  detetntled  upon  tuch  unknown 
tribet  from  the  rtgumt  of  the  cioudt,  might  amu«e 
their  minds,  and  excite  their  attention  and  regard 
to  tlie  mesMge  of  divine  mercy  which  they 
came  thither  to  proclaim.'*'  Such  a  scene  (and 
it  toiky  probably  be  realized^  would  present  a 
literal  fulfilment  of  the  prediction  of  "  mngtU 
fi^ng  through  the  midat  of"  the  aerial  "  heaven, 
bavin<;  the  everlasting  gospel  to  preach  to  them 
that  dwell  upoa  the  earth,  and  to  every  kindred 
and  nation." 

That  the  attention  of  the  philosophical  world 
kt  preaertly  directed  to  thi<i  subject,  and  that  wo 
have  some  prospect  of  the  views  above  suggested 
being  soon  realised,  will  ap;»ear  from  the  fuUow- 
ioj  no:  ice,  'vhich  lately  made  iui  appearance  in 
the  London  scientific  JoumaU: — **  A  prize  being 
oilared  fur  the  discovery  of  a  horizontal  direction 
in  aerostation,  M.  Mingreli  of  Bnlogna,  M. 
Pietripoli  of  Venice,  and  M.  Leinber  of  Nu- 
remberg, have  each  aMumed  the  merit  of  resolv- 
ing thin  problem.  It  does  not  appear  that  any 
one  of  these  has  come  forward  to  establish,  by 
practical  experiment,  the  validity  of  his  claim ; 
bat  a  pamphlet  has  lately  been  reprinted  at 
Paris  (first  print«l  at  Vienna^  on  this  subject, 
aildressed  to  all  the  learned  societies  in  Europe. 
The  following  passage  appears  in  the  work  :— 
*'  Professor  Robertson  proposes  to  construct  an 

*  In  this  point  of  view,  we  cannot  but  feel  the 
mo)4  poignant  regret  at  the  conduct  of  the  Spaniards, 
after  the  discovery  of  Amcric:!,  towinls  the  natives 
•f  that  coontrj.  When  those  untutore.l  people  be- 
beU  the  ships  which  hail  cimveyed  Columbus  and 
his  associates  from  the  esAern  world,  the  drrs^s 
aikl  m-irtial  order  of  his  troops,  and  heard  their 
music,  and  the  thnuder  ef  their  cannon,  they  were 
Blled  with  astonishment  and  won-ler  at  the  {ttrau);e 
Objects  presented  to  their  view ;  they  fell  prostrate 
at  their  feet,  an^  viewed  them  as  a  superior  race  of 
men.  When  COttM  aftcrwanls  entereJ  t\\e  tcrrlto- 
rlM  of  Mexlr.e.  the  nime  sentiments  of  reverence  and 
»lmir.ition  stinmod  to  pervade  its  inhaMtniits.  Hail 
pure  Chrlxilan  motives  actuated  the  xalnds  of  these 
adventurers,  apd  hail  K  been  their  rnlinz  Ae»\n  to 
comm'micatc  to  those  Uuorant  tribes  the  blessings 
Cf  the  in>ipel  of  peace,  and  to  administer  to  their 
external  comfort,  the  circurastances  now  stated 
would  h-4ve  been  hishly  favourable  to  the  surccas  of 
laissionary  exertion,  and  would  have  led  them  to 
listen  with  attention  to  the  message  from  heaven. 
But,  unfortonatcly  for  the  cauae  of  religion,  trea- 
chery, lust,  cruelty.  selft.<«hncs«,  and  the  cursed  tove  of 
pMt  predominated  over  every  other  feelins,  affixed 
a  stlgnaa  to  the  Christian  name,  and  rendered  them 
carses  instead  of  blesalnifs,  to  that  newly -discover- 
ed race  of  men.  It  Is  most  earnestly  to  be  wished, 
that,  m  future  expeditions  in  quest  of  unknown 
tribes,  a  few  intelligent  and  pbllAnthropic  missiona- 
ries maj  be  appointed  to  direct  the  adventurers  in 
their  moral  conduct  and  Intercourse  with  the  peo- 
ple they  visit,  in  order  that  nothing  inconsistent 
with  Christian  principle  make  Its  appearance.  The 
mdfnrm  manifestation  of  Christian  benevolence, 
parity,  ami  rectitude,  by  a  superior  race  of  men, 
wookl  win  the  atTections  of  a  rode  people  for  more 
fftmually  than  all  the  pomp  aad  ensigns  of  mill* 
W9 
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aerostatic  machine,  150  feet  in  diameter,  to  be 
capable  of  raising  72,954  kilograms,  equivalent 
to  149,037  Ihs.  weight,  (French,)  to  be  capa- 
ble of  conveying  all  the  necessaries  for  the  su[>- 
port  of  sixty  individuals,  scientific  characters, 
to  be  sflecied  by  the  academicians,  and  the 
aerial  navigations  to  last  for  some  months, 
ex{>iuriM^  dilfereut  heights  and  climates,  &c.  in 
all  seasuHs.  If,  from  accident,  or  wear,  the  ma- 
chine, elevated  above  the  ocean,  shiHJld  fail  ia 
iis  funciiuHii,  to  be  furnished  with  a  ship  that 
will  ensure  the  return  of  the  aeronauts.*^ 

Should  any  one  be  disposed  to  insinuate,  that 
the  views  now  slated  on  this  subject  arc  chime- 
rical and  fallacious,  I  beg  leave  to  remind  them, 
that,  not  more  than  twenty  years  ago,  the  idea 
of  a  large  ve.ssel,  without  oars  and  sails,  to  be 
navigated  against  the  wind,  with  the  rapidity  of 
ton  miles  an  hour,  would  have  been  considered 
as  next  to  an  imi>ossibility,  and  a  mt>re  fanciful 
scheme,  whicli  could  never  be  realized.  Yet  we 
now  behold  such  vehicles  transporting  whole  vil- 
lages to  ihe  plac<»i  of  thoir  destinatiun,  with  a 
degree  of  ease,  comfirt,  andex[>cdition,  formerly 
unknown.  And  little  more  than  forty  years  have 
elapsed,  since  it  would  have  been  viewed  as  still 
more  chimerical  to  have  broached  the  idea,  tliat 
a  machine  might  be  constructed,  by  which  hu- 
man beings  might  ascend  more  than  two  miles 
above  the  surface  of  the  earth,  and  fly  through 
the  region  of  the  clouds  at  the  rate  of  seventy 
miles  an  hour,  carrying  along  with  tliem  books, 
instruments,  and  provisions.  Tet  both  these 
schemes  have  been  fully  realized,  and,  like  many 
other  invenrions  of  the  human  intellect,  are 
doubtless  inti.>nded  to  subserve  some  important 
ends  in  the  economy  of  divine  providence. f 


t  Balloons  were  first  constmcted  in  the  year  1788, 
by  Messrs.  S.  ami  J.  Mongolfter,  paper  manufactu- 
rers at  Annonay,  in  France.  A  sheep,  a  cock,  and 
a  duck,  were  Uie  first  animals  ever  carried  U|i  into 
the  air  liy  these  vehicles.  At  the  end  of  their  Jour- 
ney, they  were  found  perfectly  safe  and  unhurt,  and 
the  sheep  was  even  feeding  at  perfect  ease.  Tlie 
first  Ai/nwi  b'jiuj;  who  ascended  into  the  atmosphere 
in  «>n?  of  thc?*c  raarhlnea,  was  M.  Pilatrcde  Roxier. 
This  ail  venturer  ascended  from  amidst  an  astonished 
muiiltuiie  assembletl  in  a  garden  in  Parl.«,  on  the  I5th 
<.)ctober,  1783.  in  a  b:illoou,  whose  diameter  was  <IS 
fiiet,  and  its  hris;ht  about  74 :  and  rcmalmil  nus- 
pemlvd  above  tlie  city  alMut  four  hours.  Mr.  Lu- 
aanli,  an  Italian,  soon  after,  astonished  the  iwopio 
of  t^uilind  an^l  Sfotland,  by  ids  aerial  oxcur^lona. 
Dr.  G.  Gregory  rjlves  the  following  account  of  his 
ascent.—"!  was  myself  a  spectator  of  the  flight  of 
Luuurill,  and  I  never  was  present  at  a  sight  so  lute 
resting  ami  sublime.  The  tieauty  of  the  gradual 
ascent,  united  with  a  sentiment  of  terror,  onacmunt 
of  the  danger  of  the  man,  and  the  novelty  and  gran- 
deur of  the  whole  appearance,  arc  more  tlian  words 
can  express.  A  delicate  woman  was  so  overcome 
with  the  spectacle,  that  site  died  upon  tlie  spot,  as 
tlie  balloon  ascemted ;  several  fainted ;  and  the  silent 
admiration  of  the  anxiotis  multitude  was  beyond  anjr 
thing  I  had  ever  beheld." 

Balloons  have  been  generally  rasde  of  varnished 
sUk,  and  of  the  shape  of  a  globe  or  a  spheroid,  from 
thirty  to  tfty  feet  in  diameter.  They  are  filled  with 
hyditHun  gaa,  arbieh,  as  flimMrljr  stated.  Is  (Tom 
twslvs  ts  UlMB  tisMa  Uibtar  thM  Biwwnn  air 
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Aeouatie  1\ainda.-^Bj  roeam  of  the  inren-  taiaed  the  me  of  thn  ▼AloaMe  weaae ;  farhewtm 

lions  just  now  adverted  to,  when  brought  to  per-  learned,  by  nM>ans  of  a  piece  of  haid  wood,  car 

Ibetioo,  mankind  may  be  enabled  to  transport  end  of  which  he  placed  against  his  teeth,  whir 

Iheroselves  to  every  region  ef  the  globe,  with  a  another  persen  placed  the  other  end  on  hia  icHb, 

■Mich  greater  degree  of  rapidity  that  has  hitherto  to  keep  op  a  conversation,  and  to  be  able  to  M* 

been  attained.    By  the  help  of  the  microMoope,  cKsrstand  the  least  whisper.     In  this  way,  i«e 

we  are  enabled  to  contemplate   the  invisible  persons  who  have  sto|iped  their  ears  mav  cea- 

worlds  of  life,  and  by  the  telescope  we  can  pe-  verse  with  each  other,  whea  Ihey  hoM  a  kif 

aetrate  into  regions  &r  beyond  the  range  of  the  arick  or  a  series  of  stidcs  between  their  teeth,  0 

unassisted  eye.    Hy   the  arts  of  writing  and  rest  their  teeth  against  thenr.     The  eflect  if  tbr 

printing,  we  can  commuDicate  our  sentiments,  same,  if  the  person  who  speaks  re*«s  the  sdefc 

after  a  ceruin  lapse  of  time,  to  every  ifuarter  of  against  his  throat,  or  his  breast,  or  whea  one 

the  world.    In  the  progress  of  human  knowledge  rests  the  stick  which  be  hoMs  in  hb  teeth  agaiaM 

and  improvement,  it  would  obviously  be  of  con-  aome  vessel  into  which  the  other  speaks;  sstf 

siderable  importance,  omld  we  ewltnd  the  rangt  the  effect  will  be  greater,  the  mors  the  vevsel  is 

^<Ae^manooie»,  and  communicate  intelligence  capable  of  trenrakMis  motioa.    Thess  apsri' 

to  the  distance  of  a  thousand  miles,  in  thecourse  BBsnts  cfemonsirate  the  tkeiAttj  with  whirb  As 

af  two  nr  three  hours ;  or  ootild  we  hold  an  aolVest  whi9|>ers  may  be  transmitted.     Water 

occasional  conversation  with  a  friend  at  the  dis-  also  in  found  to  be  a  good  eondocfor  of  wimtL 

lance  of  2(^  or  90  miles,    From  the  experiments  Dr.  Franklin  aasnree  as,  that  he  has  hcaid  aadtf 

which  have  been  lately  n»dv,  in  reference  to  the  water,  at  the  distance  of  half  a  Bttl«>,  the  soaad 

eonveyance  oC  sotrnd,  we  have  some  reason  to  of  two  stones  struck  against  each  otlwr.    h  bu 

believe,  that  such  objects  may  not  be  altogether  ^n  abo  observed,  that  the  ssisetly  of  sound  it 

imaUaioable,     It  has  been  long  known,  that  much  greater  in  solid  bodies,  thaa  in  the  ai^ 

wood  is  a  good  conductor  of  sound.    If  a  watch  By  a  series  of  experiments,  instiiuled  for  the 

be  laid  on  the  end  of  a  lonq^  beam  of  tinsber,  its  purpose  of  determining  this  poiac,  JIf  r.  Chladu ' 

beating  will  be  distinctly  heard,  on  apply  mg  the  found  that  the  velocity  of  sotoid,  in  certain  ssW 

Mr  to  the  other  end,  though  it  could  not  be  heard  bodies,  is  16  or  17  times  as  great  as  in  air. 

•t  the  same.distanee  through^  the  air.    In  "  Ni-  Hut  what  has  a  more  partioilar  bearing  en  the 

cholson's  PhikMophical  Journal"'  for  February,  object  hinted  at  above,  is,  the  experimeats  Islrly 

IS05,  Mr.  E.  Walker  describes  a  simple  appa-  i»«de  by  M.  Bioc,  **  on  tlie  rransmissioa  of  soosd 

tatus,  connected  with  a  speaking  trumpet,  by  through  aolid  bodiea,  and  through  air,  ia  veiy 

BMans  of  which,  at  the  distance  dt  f7|  ft?et,  he  llMBg  tubes.**    These  experimenta  wsve  mads  hf 

held  a  conversation  with  another  in  whispers,  too  means  of  long  cylindrical  pipes,  which  were 

low  to  be  beard  through  the  air  at  that  distance.  omsCructing  for  conduits  and  aquei#Dcta,  to  shh 

Whei>  the  ear  was  placed  in  a  certain  position,  hellish  the  city  of  Paris.     With  regard  to  ibr 

Che  wonh  were  heard  as  if  they  had  been  spoken  mfoeify  of  sound,  it  was  ascertained  that  *'  ia 

by  an  invisible  being  within  the  trumpet.    And  transmission  through  «ast  iron  is  10}  tines  ss 

what  rendered  the  deception  still  more  pleasing,  (juick  as  through  air/^    The  pipes  by  wMch  he 

the  worda  were  more  distinct,  sufler,  aixl  more  wished  to  aiic^nain  at  what  distance  sounds  trr 

musical,  thaa  if  they  had  been  spokear  through  audible,  were  IfiSd  yarda,  or  aeariy  five  furlongs, 

Ae  air.  ia  length.    M.  Bint  was  statirined  at  the  oae  cad 

About  the  year  >7M,  a  merchant  of  Cleves,  of  this  series  of  pipes,  and  Mr.  Martin,  a  gra* 

named  Joriseiv,  who  had  become  almost  totally  tieman  who  assisted  in  the  experimenta,  at  At 

tfeal^  sitting  one  day  near  a  harpsichord,  while  other.    They  heard  the  lowest  voice,  so  as  yev 

iome  one  was  playing,  and  having  a  tobacco-  fsctly  to  distinguish  the  words,  and  to  keep  up 

^pe  in  his  mouih,  the  bowl  of  which  rested  acci-  a  conversation  on  all  the  sobfects  ef  the  experi- 

dentady  against  tlie  body  of  the  instrument,  he  menis.     "  f  wished,"^  says  M.  ETiot,  **  to  dcier- 

was  agreeably  and  unexpectedly  sarprised  to  mine  the  point  at  which  the  hmnaa  voice  cessss 

hear  all  the  notes  in  the  most  distinct  manner,  to  be  audible,  but  could  not  accomplish  it :  wordi 

By  a  IHtle  reflection  and  practice,  her  again  ob^^  spoken  as  bw  as  whea  we  whisper  a  secret  or 

another's  ear,  were  heard  and  imderstoed ;  sothsl 

amf  they  rise  into  the  atmosphere,  on  thesameprln*  not  to  be  heard,  there  was  but  ooe  reaoarce,  tfasi 

?ili!i'^r*  P'f*  "^-^^^  ascentls  from  the  bottom  of  of  not  speaking  at  all.     This  mode  oTcQaverMf 

a  pall  of  water.    The  aerial  travellers  are  seated  ia  _^i,— TI  •    vi         •_!.».        •  ^^  .  «»»«»--» 

a  basket  below  fhe  balloon,  which  is  attached  to  it  *^"  ■■  »o^»»»bie  neighbour  is  an  amgaha,  dat 

b7  means  of  conla.   The  parachute  ts  an  Invention,  we  cannot  help  being  aorprised.  evca  tboaii 

%f  which  the  vofsger.  In  cases  of  alarm,  maj  be  sfMUMntirfwifk  tk*  <«•».•     q --  ^T 

SaMed  to  deseithiJbaJloon  in  mid-air,  and  desSnd,  ■oq«>«»»''"b  thecauaa.    Balwaao  a  qpmiaa 

witho^it  livjury,  to  the  gTound.    l^er  resemble  aa  *Bd  answer,  tfte  interval  waa  act  creatsr  iktf 

ambreHa,  but  are  ef  fhr  greater  extent.    Witli  one  was  necessar?  for  the  tranamiasitm  t^  .^>— i. 

•fthesecontrivaneest  twenty-three  feet  In  diameter,  v^jut,  M.-i.  «.J  —  .TIwT-^      J?S 

M.  Gamerinv  hsfvlng  detached  himself  from  his  bal'  '^«^^'  Martra  and  me,  al  the  distaaes  ef  1^ 

toon,  desoMdMrffrema  halglic  of  more  thaa  «M»lbaiL    Jtrda,  the  dam  was  aboot  M  aaooada."   Ba' 
««iaaMwMMaiihsafeara^|ldaai.  porta  claphtd  fiiaa  it  a-a 
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lerable  eiplosioa  at  tbn  other.    The  air        Let  none  imagine  that  soeb  a  project  ii  either 

riven  out  of  tlie  pipe  with  suflkieot  force  diinierical  or  inpoeeible.    M.  Biot*!  experiment 

e  the  hand  a  smart  blow,  to  drive  li|^t  tul>-  is  deeuive,  eo  &r  as  it  goee,  that  the  aqftut 

M  out  of  it  to  the  distance  of  half  a  yard,  whiaptr^  without  any  diminution  of  its  imensitj, 

>  extinguish  a  candle,  though  it  was  1,0S9  may  be  oommunicatod  to  the  distance  of  nearly 

distant  from  the  place  where  the  pistol  was  three  quarters  of  a  mile ;  and  there  is  nothing 

A  detailed  account  of  these  experiments  but  actual  experiment  wanting  to  convince  us, 

M  seen  in  NiekU9on*M  Phil.  Jomr,  for  Oc»  that  the  ordinary  tones  of  the  human  f  oiee  may 

1811.    Dun  Qautier,  the  inventor  of  the  be  conveyed  to  at   least  twenty  times  that  dia- 

aph,  suggested  also  the  method  of  convey-  tance.     We  are  just  now  acting  on  a  similar 

ticulate  sounds  to  a  great  distance.    He  principle,  in  distributing  illumination   through 

•ed  to  build  horizontal  timnels,  widening  at  large  dties.    Not  thirty  years  ago,  the  idea  of 

smoter  extremity,  and  found  that  at  the  lighting  our  apartments  by  an  invisible  substance, 

tee  of  400  fathoms,  or  nearly  half  a  mile,  produced  at  ten  miles'  distance,  would  have  been 

rking  of  a  watch  could  be  beard  &r  better  considered  as  chimerical,  and  as  impossible  to 

doee  to  the  ear*    He  calculated  that  a  se-  be  realised,  as  thO  idea  of  two  persons  convers- 

if  such  tunnels  would  oonvt^  a  message  ing  together,  by  articulate  souimIs,  at  such  a  dis* 

liles  in  an  hour,  tance.    It  appears  no  more  wonderful,  that  we 

Mn  the  experiments  now  stated,  it  appears  should  be  able  to  Acor  at  the  distance  of  five  or 

r  probable,  that  sounds  may  be  conveyed  to  six  miles,  than  that  we  should  be  enabled  to  ast 

lefinite  dirtanoe.    If  one  man  can  converse  objects  at  that  distance  by  the  telescope,  ae  dia- 

another  at  the  distance  of  nearly  three  tinctlyaa  if  wewere  withinafew  yanlsof  theoi. 

ers  of  a  mfle,  bjf  nuam  of  Iht  9ofttai  toWs-  Both  are  the  effects  of  those  principles  and  laws 

bore  is  every  reason  to  believe,  that  they  which  the  Creator  has  interwoven  with  the  sya- 

hoU  a  conversation  at  the  distance  of  SO  tem  of  the  material  world ;  and  when  man  has 

miles,  provided  the  requisite  tunnels  were  discovered  the  mode  of  their  operation,  it  re* 

ructed  for  this  purpose.    The  latter  case  mains  with  himself  to  apply  them  to  his  nscemi 

not  appear  more  wonderful  than  the  former,  ties.    What  the  leleaoope  is  to  the  eye,  aeoustk 

ithispointfidydetevmined, by  experiments  tiranels  would  be  to  this  ear;  and  thus,  tboae 

leted  on  a  more  extensive  scale,  a  variety  ssnsss  on  which  our  improvement  in  knowledge 

erestuig  effects  would  follow,  from  a  prac-  and  snjoyment  chiefly  depends,  wotdd  be  got* 

ipplication  of  the  results.     A  peraon  atone  dually  carried  to  the  utmost  perfiMstion  of  which 

f  a  large  city,  at  an  appointed  hour,  might  our  station  on  earth  will  permit.    And,  aa  to 

tunicate  a  message,  or  hold  a  conversation  the  ssyswsi  of  constructing  such  comnumicatioiis 

his  friend,  at  another ;  friends  in  neigfi-  for  sound,  the  IrniA  part  of  the  millions  of  money 

Dg,  or  even  in  distant  towns,  might  hold  an  expended  in  the  twenty<4wo  ymua*  war  in  whidi 

ional  correspondence  by  articulate  sounds,  we  were  lately  engaged,  wotdd,  ia  all  probabili^, 

recogmxe  each  other's  identity  by  their  be  more  than  sufficient  for  distributing  then^  in 

of  voice.  In  the  case  of  sickness,  acci-  numerous  ramification,  through  the  whole  iskad 
or  death,  intelligence  oouM  thus  be  common  of  Grsat  Britain.  Even  although  such  a  profeet 
sd,  and  the  tender  sf  nqiathy  of  friends  in-  were  partially  to  fail  of  success,  it  would  be  a 
ly  exchanged.  A  dergyimui  sitting  in  hu  &r  more  honourable  and  useful  national  undar* 
room  in  Edinburgh,  were  it  at.  any  tinw  taking,  than  that  which  now  oceupiee  the  atten- 
lient,  might  address  a  congregation  in  tion  of  the  despots  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
lelburgh  or  Dalkeith,  or  even  in  Glasgow,  and  might  be  accoroplisbed  with  far  less  expeo- 
light  preach  the  same  sermon  to  bis  ovm  diture,  either  of  blood  or  of  money.  Less  than 
li,  and  the  next  hour  to  an  assembly  at  forty  the  fourth  part  of  a  million  of  pounds  wouM  be 
distant.  And  surely  there  could  be  no  va-  sufficient  for  trying  an  experiment  of  this  kind, 
jection  to  trying  the  eflfect  of  an  mumbU  on  an  extensive  s<»le;  and  such  a  sum  m  oca* 
Iker  on  a  Christian  audience.  On  similar  sidered  as  a  mere  item,  when  fleets  and  armiaa 
iples,  an  apparatus  might  be  constructed  tar  are  to  be  equipped  fbr  carrying  deatmctioB 
anting  the  strength  of  the  human  voice,  so  through  aea  and  land.  When  wiU  the  war  mad* 
make  it  extend  its  force  to  an  assembled  neas  cease  its  rage !  When  will  men  deakt 
Hide,  composed  of  fifly  or  a  hundred  thou-  from  the  work  of  destruction,  and  employ  thah' 
iadivkluala ;  and  the  utility  of  such  a  power,  energiea  and  their  treasures  in  the  cause  of  bu* 
the  mass  of  mankind  are  once  thoroughly  man  knprafvemeat !  The  most  chimerical  pro- 
ad  to  attend  to  rational  and  reHgioaa  iiH  jeeta  that  were  ever  suggsilad  b^  the  most  e»* 
ioo,  m^y  be  easily  conceived.  In  short,  ^Ihosiafltie  visionary,  are  not  hau  so  ridkukras, 
igence  respecting  eveiy  important  discove-  and  dtgradmg  to  the  character  of  OMn,  aa  those 
ieureiiee,and  event,  n^t  thus  be  commo-  ambitioas  and  despotic  schemes,  m  which  tho 
Ml,  thfoufhtheexIsBtofawhoUkiagdom,  powen  of  the  earth  in  all  agea  hsva  been  eUil|]r 
JihaapicaafMi  hwr  after  It  IMJ  mil  piMi.  9B§t§td.    B«l  oathb  topfoit  la 
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•nlarge,  till  mora  extended  experimeotfl  ihall  eonalnicted,  the  mind  of  Bcsnled  *<< 

have  been  undertaken.  with  th«  ipirit  of  God,  ia  wisdom  and 

In  the  preceding  sketches  I  ha?e  presented  a  standing,  and  ia  knowledge ,  and  in  all 

few  specimens  <if  the  relation  which  the  inven-  of  workmanship,  to  Uerise    curious  weeks  ii 

Uons  of  human  ingenuity  bear  to  jvligious  ob-  gold,  and  in  sihrrr,  and  in  brass.*'    And,  whsa 

jecu.     I   intended   to  have   traoMl   the  same  the  fabric  of  the  New  Testameot  church  ii  ts 

relation  in  several  other  imlanoes;  inthe  inven-  be  reared^  and  iis  bouudariee  extended,  arti> 

tion  of  tbe  electrical   machine,  the  air-pump,  ficersof  every  description,  adrquate  for  oanyiii 

mills,  clocks  and  watches,  gas-lights,  chymical  on  the  different  parts  of  the  work  are  raissd 

fumigations,  invention*  for  enabling  us  to  waJk  up,  and  inspired  with  thespirit  of  their  respediM 

upon  the  water,  to  (irevent  and  alleviate  the  dan-  departments— some  with  the  spirit  of  writisii 

gers  of  shipwreck,  Uc,  Uc.    But,  as  my  pre-  printing,  and  publishing ;  su«ue  with  tbe  ^wit 

■cribed  limits  will  not  permit  farther  enlan^e-  of  preaching,  lecturing,  and  catrcfaising ;  smm 

meat,  I  trust  that  what  has  been  already  stated  with  the  spirit  of  Ibrutude,  to  make  bold  asd 

will  be  suflkient  to  establish  and  illustrate  my  daring  adventures  into  distant   and  bafbatsm 

general  position.    From  this  subject  we  may  climes;  and  others  with  the  spirit  of  liieralsre, 


of  science,  and  of  the  OMchanieal  arts — all ; 
1st.  That  the  various  processes  of  art,  and     ing  as  pioneers  "  to  prepare  the  way^  te 
the  exertions  of  human  ingenuity,  are  imder  the     Lord,*'  and   as  buildem  for  earryisg  furwanl 
special  direction  of  Him  who  arraiiges  all  things     and   completing  the   fabric   of  the  Chriitiii 
**  aocordine  to  the  cuunsel  of  his  will."    As     church. 
**  the  king^  heart  is  in  the  hand  of  the  Lord,        tdly.     All   the  meobaaical  contrivaBces  to 


and,  as  the  rivers  of  wuiers,  he  turns  it  whither^  which  I  have  adverted,  all  the  discoveries  sff 

soever  be  pleases,'*  so  all  the  varied  schemes  acience,  and  all  the  useful  inventiotts  of  geaim 

and  movements  of  the  human  mind,  the  disco-  which  may  hereafter  be  exhiMtcd,  ought  to  ks 

varies  of  science,  and  the  diversified  experi-  viewed  as  preparing  the  way  for  the 


Bents  of  mechanics,  chyroista,  and  philosophers,  era  of  the  church,  and  as  having  a  certain  tea* 

•re  directed  in  such  cbanneb  as  may  issue  in  dcncy  to  the  melioration  of  the  extmnal  condi- 

ibe  accomplishroent  of  His  eternal  purposes,  in  tioo  of  mankind  during  its  eontimnuice.    Wt 

respect  to  the  present  and  future  condition  of  are  certain,  from  the  very  nature  -of  thiB{s,  as 

Che  inhabitants  of  our  world.     This  truth  is  also  well  as  from  scriptural  predictaonsi  that,  wkea 

plainly  taught  us  in  the  records  of  inspiration,  this  peri'  d  advances  towards  the  summit  of  its 

**  Doth  the  ploughman  |rfough  all  day  to  sow  ?  glory,  the  external  cironmstances  of  this  worlA 

Doth  he  open  and  break  ihe  clods  of  his  ground  7  population  will  be  c*imlbnab!e,  prosperowa,  asd 

When  he  hath  .made  plain  the  face  them>f,  dolh  greatly*meliorared  beyond  what  they  have  ever 

he  not  cast  abroad  the  fiichtts,  and  scatter  the  been  in  the  ages  that  are  pamt,  **  Then  shaB  tbs 

cummin,*  and  cart  in  the  wheat  in  the  principal  earili  yield  her  increase,  and  Giod,  even  oor  owa 

{pbu^e,]  and  the  barley  in  the  appointed  place,  God,  shall  bless  us.    Then  shall  he  give  the  rata 

and  the  rye  in  its  pro|)er  place?    For  kit  God  of  thy  seed,  that  thou  shalt  sow  thy  ground  wilk- 

de/A  inMrud  him  to  discretion^  and  doth  teach  al;  and  bread  of  the  increase  of  the  earth;  and 

Ami.     This  also  coroeth  forth  from  the  Lord  of  it  shall  be  fat  and  plenteous.  In  that  day  shall  fhy 

hosts,  who  M  wonderful  in  counsel,  and  excellent  cattle  feed  in  large  pastures ;  the  oxen  likewise 

in  working."     Agriculture  has,  by  most  nations,  and  the  young  asses  that  ear  the  ground  shall  eat 

been  attributed  to  the  suggestions  of  Deity ;  for  savoury  provender,  which  hath  been  winaovcd 

**  every  good  and  perfect  ^i  t  comelh  down  from  with  the  shovel  and  with  the  fan.     And  the  is- 

the  Father  of  lights.'*    It  is  lie  who  hath  taught  habitants  shall  not  say,  I  am  sick.     They  skali 

men  to  dig  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  iron,  build  houiws  and  inhabit  them,  and  plant  viae- 

copper,  lead,  silver,  and  gold,  and  to  apply  them  yards,  and  eat  the  fruit  of  tliein.     They  shal 

to  useful  purposes  in  social  life;  and  wlio  hath  not  build,  and  another  inhabit;    tliey  shal  aol 

given   them   "wisdom  and  understanding"  to  plant,  and  another  eat ;  for  a$the  deq^t^atm 

apply  the  animal  and  vegetable  productions  of  mr*  the  days  of  mypoopU,  and  mine  elect  afaal 

nature  to  the  manufacture  of  cloths,  linen,  mus-  long  enjoy  the  work  of  their  hands.     They  dill 

lin,  and  silk,  for  the  use  and  ornament  of  man."  not  labour  in  vain,  nor  bring  forth  for  troab|e; 

For  «  all  things  are  of  God."      «  Both  riches  for  they  are  the  seed  of  the  blessed  of  the  Locd, 

and  honour  come  from  him,  and  he  reigneth  over  and  their  oApring  with  them.     The  seed  dai 

all,  and  in  hu  hand  is  power  and  might ;  and  in  be  prosperous,  the  vine  shall  give  her  fniit,  waL 

ius  hand  it  is  to  make  great,  and  to  give  strength  the  ground  shall  give  her  increase,  and  the  kca> 

to  all."    When  the  ^roe  of  the  Mosaic  ta-  rens  shall  give  their  dew ;  the  evil  beasts  dial 

bemade  and  all  its  curious  vessels  were  to  be  cease  out  of  the  land,  and  they  shall  sit  eve^ 

man  imder  his  vine,  and  under  his  fic-tree,  asd 

•  FUehte  la  a  kind  of  seed  f^tequanUy  sown  in  ^,-j.  -u-ii  _,-u.  us^  -^y  .  |^^  -— -Tj^aJL- 

•'i^lbrtheuseorcatUeiandnwMKnistbeNed  "^T^^^         .Tj'J^ '*"■""  *?T 

loaMwtetllkeftMieL  totiwwrfiflfdiewwM,andihehaasiiB<gi<fihi 
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ver  the  earth  as  the  waters  cover 
Diseases  will  be,  in  a  great  mea- 
d  from  the  world,  and  the  life  of 
1  far  beyond  its  present  duration 
will  be  brought  to  perfection — 
habitations  erected  for  the  com- 
nmodation  of  all  ranks — cities  built 
d  spacious  plans,  adapted  to  health, 
1  pleasure;  divested  of  all  the  filth, 
and  gloom,  and  narrow  lanes,  which 
the  abodes  of  men — roads  will  be 
D  improved  principles,  with  com- 
R  of  retreat  for  shelter  and  accom- 
all  seasons;  and  conveyances  in- 
le  ease,  and  safety,  and  rapid  con- 
rsons  and  property  from  one  place 
Hither  the  climates  of  the  earth  will 
,  by  the  universal  cultivation  of  the 
storms  and  tempests,  thunders  and 
all  no  longer  produce  their  present 
hymical  and  mechanical  contrivan- 
vented  to  ward  off  their  destructive 
9  landscape  of  the  earth  will  be 
vegetable  and  architectural  beauty  ; 
>f  horse-racing,  demoralizing  plays, 
iquerades,  boxing  and  bull-baits— 
ays  of  scenery  will  be  exhibited, 
ial  to  the  dignity  of  rational,  reD&- 
ofKNial  minds.  For  "  the  knowlege 
"  and  the  *'  beauties  of  hdiness," 
men  of  all  ranks  and  ages,  "  from 

I  to  the  greatest."! 

fve  have  no  reason  to  expect  any 
ilerfereneej  we  must  regard  the  past 
e  useful  inventions  of  philosophy 
cs,  as  having  a  bearing  on  this  glo- 
and  a  tendency  to  promote  the  im^ 
3d  the  felicity  of  those  who  shall 

t.    Isaiah  XXX.  S3,  94,  xxxlil.  S4.  Let. 

s  circtiiiistances  above  stated  may  be 
he  natural  retultg  of  a  state  of  society 
ight  of  science  and  of  revelation  has 
ill  influence,  and  where  the  active 
human  mind  are  invariably  directed 
inciplea  and  precepts  of  Christianity. 
Ion  of  humiin  life,  at  the  era  referred 
nded  beyond  Its  present  boundary, 
intimated  in  some  of  the  passages 
particularly  ihe  following—"  A*  the 
ifuUl  be  the  days  of  my  ptopte^  and 

II  long  enjoy  the  work  of  their  hands." 
of  man  will  t>e  thus  protracted  to  an 
)d,  it  will  follow,  thai  those  dUeatet 
?y  upon  the  human  frame,  and  cut 
iction,  will  be  In  a  ?reat  measure  ex- 
I  these  effects  may  be  viewed  (with- 
any  miraculous  Interference)  as  the 
lucnce  of  that  happiness  and  equa- 

whlch  will  flow  trota  the  pnu^ce  of 
les,  from  the  enlargement  of  our 
he  principles  of  nature,  and  from  the 
nenta  which  such  a  state  of  society 


live  during  this  era  orMe8siah*8  rsign.  If  dis- 
eases are  to  be  generally  abolished,  it  will  be 
owing  to  the  researches  of  the  scientific  phjrsi- 
cian  in  discovering  certain  antidotes  against 
every  disorder,  and  to  the  practice  of  temperance, 
meeknem,  equanimity  of  mind,  and  every  other 
mean  of  preserving  the  vigour  of  the  animal 
frsme.  If  the  earth  is  to  produce  its  treasures 
in  abundance,  and  with  little  labour,  it  wilt  be 
owing  in  part  to  the  improvement  of  agricultural 
science  and  of  the  instruments  by  which  its  ope- 
rations are  conducted.  If  the  lightnings  of 
heaven  shall  do  Icmger  prove  destructive  to  man 
and  to  the  labours  of  his  bands,  it  will  be  effect- 
ed either  by  machinery  for  drawing  off  the 
electricity  of  a  stormy  cloud,  or  by  the  invention 
of  thMndtT-guardtf  which  shall  afford  a  complete 
protection  from  its  ravages.  In  these,  and  nu- 
merous other  instances,  the  inventions  of  men, 
under  the  guidance  of  the  Spirit  of  wisdom,  will 
have  a  tenden^  to  remove  a  great  part  of  the 
etirse  which  has  so  long  hung  over  our  sinful 
workl.  And  since  the  inventicms  of  human  skill 
and  ingenuity  ibr  the  melioration  of  mankind, 
and  for  the  swift  conveyance  of  intelligence, 
have,  of  late  years,  been  rapidly  increasing,  ol 
tAesame  tiwu  when  the  Christian  world  is  roused 
to  increased  exertions  in  disseminating  tha 
Scriptures  throughout  all  lands,  when  general 
knowledge  is  increasingly  diffused,  and  when  the 
fabric  of  superstition  and  despotism  is  shaking 
to  its  foundations — these  combined  and  simul- 
taneous movements  seem  plainly  to  indicate, 
that  that  auspicious  era  is  &st  hastening  on, 
when  *'  the  glory  of  Jehovah  shall  be  revealed, 
and  all  flesh  shall  see  it  together,'*  when  "  right- 
eousness and  praise  shall  spring  forth  before  all 
nations,"  and  when  "holiness  to  the  Lord" 
shall  be  inscribed  on  all  the  pursuits,  and  imple- 
ments, and  employments  of  men. 

Lastly, — If  the  remarks  suggested  above  be 
well  founded,  W4  may  conclude^  that  the  me- 
chanical and  philosophical  inventions  of  genius 
are  worthy  of  the  attentive  ocmsideration  of  the 
enlightened  Chrisiian,  particularly  in  the  rela- 
tion they  may  have  to  the  accomplishment  of 
religious  objects.  He  should  contemplate  the 
experiments  of  scientific  men,  not  as  a  waste  of 
time,  or  the  mere  gratification  of  an  idle  curi- 
osity, but  as  imbodying  the  germs  of  those  im- 
provements, by  which  civilization,  domestic 
comfort,  knowledge,  and  moral  principle  may 
be  diffused  among  the  nations.  To  view  such 
objects  with  apathy  and  indifference,  as  beneath 
the  regard  of  a  religious  character,  argqes  a 
weak  and  limited  understanding,  and  a  contract^ 
ed  view  of  the  grand  operations  of  a  supsrijir^ 
tending  ProvidsBce. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

SCIUFTURAL  DOCTRINES  AND  FACTS  ILLUSTRATED  FROM  THE  SYSTEM  OF  KATURI.* 

Without  spending  time  in  an/  introductoiy  suppose  the'Almightj  capable  of  mcoosistcney', 
observations  on  this  subject,  it  may  be  remarked  a  supposition  which  would  go  far  to  shake  «r 
in  general,  confidence  in  the  theology  dt  nature,  as  wsl  li 

of  revelation.     If,  in  anj  one  instaoce,  a  reeorf 

l,~-That9eient^knowledgetaranaoquaintanee    claiming  to  be  a  revelation  from  heavea  we 

with  the  tyatem  of  natwe,  may  frequently     (bund  to  contradict   a  welMuBOwn  fact  ii  thi 

eerve  at  a  guide  to  the  true  interpretation  of    material  world ;  if,  for  example,  it  asserted,  ■ 

Scripture,  express  terms,  to  be  literally  umdemood,  that  Iks 

earth  is  a  ipaeaeeni  body  in  the  eeatre  of  ike 
It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  universal  principle,  universe,  or  that  the  moon  is  no  larger  ifaua 
that  there  can  be  no  real  discrepancy  between  motmtain ;  it  would  be  a  fair  coodnsiuo,  eiiksr 
a  just  interpretation  of  Scripture  and  the  facta  that  the  revelation  was  not  divine,  or  that  iks 
of  physical  science ;  and  on  this  principle,  the  passages  imbodying  such  assertions  are  iat«po* 
(bllowing  canon  is  founded,  which  may  be  con-  lations,  or  that  science,  in  reference  to  tksts 
■idered  as  an  infallible  rule  for  Scripture  inter-  points,  has  not  yet  arrived  at  the  truth.  TVs 
pretation,  namely, — That  no  interpretation  of  example,  we  are  aware,  is  inapplicable  to  Iks 
Scripture  ought  to  he  admitted  which  is  tnooiui**  the  Christian  revelation,  which  rests  socsreljr 
Unt  with  any  weU-authenticated  facte  in  the  su»-  oo  if  own  basis,  and  to  which  science  is  gndo- 
terial  world.  By  well-authenticated  facte,  I  do  ^^J  approximating,  as  it  advances  in  the  aapli- 
not  mean  the  theories  of  philosophers,  or  the  tude  of  its  views,  and  the  correctness  of  its  de- 
deductions  they  may  have  drawn  from  them,  nor  ductions ; — but  it  shows  us  how  necessary  it  is, 
the  confident  assertions  or  plausible  reasonings  ^  interpreting  the  loenf  of  God,  to  keep  ooreje 
of  scientific  men  in  support  of  any  prevailing  ^^  upon  his  looribs ;  for  we  nay  rest  assored, 
system  of  natural  science ;  but  those  facts  which  that  truth  in  the  one  will  always  correspond  wilk 
are    universally  admitted,  and  the  reality  of    f*ct  in  the  other. 

which  every  scientific  inquirer  has  it  in  his  power  1*o  illustrate  the  rule  now  laid  down,  an  ena* 
to  ascertain :  such  as  that  the  earth  is  not  an  ex-  P^^  or  two  may  be  stated.  If  it  be  a  &ct  tkii 
tended  plane,  but  a  round  or  globulaii  body,  and  geological  research  has  ascertained  that  lbs 
that  the  rays  of  the  sun,  when  converged  to  a  focus  materials  of  the  strata  of  the  earth  are  of  a  more 
by  a  large  convex  glass,  will  set  fire  to  conibus-  ancient  date  than  the  Mosaic  accoantof  thecoai- 
tible  substances.  Such  facts,  when  ascertained,  mencement  of  the  present  race  of  men  ;  tke 
ought  lobe  considered  as  a  revelation  from  God,  passages  in  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis,  sad 
as  well  as  the  declarations  of  his  word      For     other  parts  of  Scripture,  which  refer  to  the  origia 

they  make  known  to  us  a  portion  of  his  cnarac-  of  our  world,  must  be  explained  as  cooveyiog 

ter,  of  his  plans  and  his  operations. — This  rule  the  idea,  that  the  earth  was  then  merely  iutmged 
may  be  otherwise  expressed  as  follows  : — Where     tnto  its  present  form  and  order,  out  of  the  mate* 

apaeeageof  Scripture  is  of  douUful  meaning f  or  rials  which  previou^    exieted   in    a  confused 

capable  of  di/Terent  interpretabons,that  interprela-  mass,  and  which  had  been  created  by  ^  Al- 

tion  ought  to  be  preferred  which  will  bert  agr^  mighty  at  a   prior  period  in  duration.     For 

with  the  established  discoveries  of  science.     For  Moses  no  where  asserts,  that  the  matenab  of 

since  the  Author  of  revelation  and  the  Author  of  our  globe  were  created,  or  brought  into  existeooo 

imiversal  nature  is  one  and  the   same  infinite  out  of  nothing,  at  the  time  to  which  his  hi^ory 

^i"gt — there  must  exist  a  complete  harmony  be-  refers;  but  insinuates  the  contrary.    **  For  ike 

tween  the  revelations  of  his  word,  and  the  facts  or  earth"  says  he,  prior  to  its  present  coostiUMioB, 

relations  which  are  observed  in  the  material  uni-  **  vhu  without  form  and  void,"  &c.     Again,  ifit 

verse.     To  suppose  the  contrary,  would  be  to  l»o  a  fact  that  the  universe  is  indefinitely  extend* 

ed,  that,  of  many  millions  of  vast  globes  wfaiek 

♦  Under  thLs  head,  It  was  originally  Intended  to  diversify  the  voids  of  space,  only  two  or  three 

eml)race  an  elucidation  of  a  considerable  variety  of  have  anv  immediate  connaxum  with  tk*  am^k  • 

the  facu  recortod  In  sacred  history,  and  of  the  "J*^ .  »°y  »">°>®«»»»«  coo°«»»oo  with  the  eartt, 

allusions  of  the  lns])lred  writers  to  the  system  of  ^"^^  *t  will  appear  most  reasonable  to  ooodude, 

nature  ;  but  as  the  volume  has  already  swelled  be-  that  those  expressions  in  the  Mosaic  histotr  of 

yond  the  limits  proposed,  I  am  reluctantly  compelled  ♦!»«  «^..;««  «,k;«K  ^tu,  t^  *\. •-      y,L^ 

to  confine  myself  to  the  illustration  of  only  twoor  ?®  creation,  which  refer  to  the  creation  of  tke 

three  topics  fixed  stars,  are  not  to  be  understood  as  rsfisfraf 
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to  the  fMU  when  they  were  brought  into  enet-  II. — J%e  gyalem  of  nature  con/Smu  and  Uiiu* 

eooe,  as  if  they  had  been  created  about  the  tratet  the  tcriptural  doctrim  of  tht  BttPRAviTt 

•ame  time  with  our  earth ;   but,  as  simply  da-  of  mait. 
daring  the  &ct,  that,  at  what  period  soever  in 

duration  they  were  created,  they  derived  their  can  In  the  preceding  parts  of  this  volume,  I  have 

iateneefrom  Chd.     That  they  did  not  all  com-  stated   several  striking  instances  of  divine  be- 

nence  their  existence  at  that  period,  is  demon-  nevolence,  which  appear  in  the  construction  of 

strable  6rom  the  fact,  that,  within  the  space  of  the  organs  of  the  animal  system,  in   the  con- 

9000  years  past,  and  even  within  the  space  of  stitution  of  the  earth,  the  water*,  and  the  atmo^- 

Ihe  two  last  centuries,  new  stars  have  appeared  phere,  and  in  the  varidy  of  beauties  and  sublimi- 

in  the  heavens    which  previously  did  not  exist  ties  which  adorn  the  face  of  nature ;  all  which 

io  the  concave  of  the  firmament;  which,  conse-  proclaim,  in  language  which  can  scarcely  be 

qnently,  have  been  created  since  the  Mosaic  mistaken,  that  the  Creator  has  a  special  regard 

pariod ;  or,  at  least,  have  undergone  a  change  to  the  happiness  of  his  creatures.      Yet   the 

■nalogoaa  to  that  which  took  |^ce  in  our  globe.  Scriptures  uniformly  declare,  that  roan  has  fallen 

when   it  emerged  from  a  chaotic  state  to  the  from  his  primeval  state  of  innocence,  and  has 

fixm  and  order  in  which    we  now  behold  it.  violated  the  laws  of  his  Maker ;  that  "  his  heart 

Consequently,  the  phrase,  "  God  rested  from  all  is  deceitful  above  all  things,  and  desperately 

hi*  works,"  must  be  understood  not  absolutely,  wicke<l ;"  and  that  "  destruction  and  misery  arc 

or  in  r^rence  to  the  whole  system  of  nature,  in  his  ways."    Observation  and  experience  also 

but  merely  in  relation  to  our  worM  ;  and  as  im-  demonstrate,  that  a  moral  disease  pervades  tho 

porting,  that  the  Creator  then  ceased  to  form  whole  human  family,  from  the  meet  savage  to  the 

any  new  q>ecie8  of  beings  en  the  terraqueaua  most  civilized  tribes  of  mankind ;  which  has  dis- 

gkbe.     The  same  canon  will  direct  us  in  the  in-  playod  its  virulence  in  those  wars  and  devasta^ 

tnrpretation  of  those  passages  whidi  refer  to  the  tions  which  have,  in  all  ages,  convulsed   the 

last  judgment,  and  the  destruction  of  the  present  work! ;  and  which  daily  displays  itself  in  those 

coaatitution  of  our  globe.    When,  in  reference  acts  of  injustice,  fraud,  oppression,  malice,  ty- 

to  theee  events,  it  is  said,  ''  that  the  stars  shall  ranny,  and  cruelty,  which  are  perpetrated  in 

fim  fixNn  heaven,"  that  **  the  powers  of  heaven  every  country,  and  among  all  the  ranks  even  of 

■baO  be  shaken,"  and  that  "  the  earth  and  the  civilized  life.    That  a  world  inhabited  by  moral 

haaTen  riiall  flee  away,"  our  knowledge  of  the  agents  of  this  description  would  display,  in  its 

afatemof  nature  leads  us  to  conclude,  either  that  physical  constitution,  certain  indications  of  its 

mcfa  expressions  are  merely  metaphorical,  or  Creator's  displeasure,  is  what  we  should  nati>- 

tbat  they  describe  only  the  appeoronot,  not  the  rally  expect,  from  a  consideration  of  those  attri- 

raatty  oif  things.     For  it  is  impossible  that  the  butes  of  his  nature  with  which  we  are  acquainted. 

acara  can  ever  (all  to  the  earth,  since  each  of  Accordingly,  we  find,  that,  amidst  all  the  evi- 

tbeni  is  of  a  size  vastly  superior  to  our  globe,  dences  of  benevolence  which  our  globe  exhibits, 

and  could  never  be  attracted  to  its  surface,  with-  there  are  not  wanting  certain  displays  of  *'  the 

out  unhinging  the  laws  and  the  fabric  of  univer-  wrath  of  Heaven  against  the  imgodliness  and 

aal  nature.     Th»  appearancej  however,  of  the  unrighteousness  of  men,"  in  order  to  arouse 

*'  heaven   fleeing  away,"  would  be  produced,  them  to  a  sense  of  their  guilt,  and  to  inspire 

ahoold  the  earth's  diurnal  rotation  at  that  pe-  them   with  reverence   and  awe  of  that  Being 

riod  be  suddenly  stopped,  as  will  most  probably  whom  they  have  offended.    The  following  facts, 

happen ;  in  which  case,  all  nature,  in  this  sublu-  among  many  others,  may  be  considered  as  cor- 

Dary  system,  would  be  thrown  into  confusion,  roborating  this  position. 

and  the  heavens,  with  all  their  host,  would  cp-  In  the  first  place,  tAe />resen/  state  of  the  interim 

ptar  to  flee  away.  or  Urata  of  the  earth  may  be  considered  as  a  pre- 

Now,  the  scientific  student  of  Scripture  alone  sumptive  evidence,  that  a  moral  revolution  has 

can  judiciously  apply  .the  canon  to  which  I  have  taken  place  since  man  was  placed  upon  the  globe. 

adverted ;  he  alone  can  appreciate  its  utility  in  When  we  penetrate  into  the  interior  recesses  of 

the  interpretation  of  the  sacred  oracles;  for  he  the  earth,  we  find  its  different  strata  bent  into 

kaowa  the  facts  which  the  philosopher  and  the  the  most  irregular  forms ;  sometimoK  lying  hori- 

aatronoroer  have  ascertained  to  exist  in  the  sys-  zontally,   sometimes  projecting  upwards,  and 

tam  of  nature ;  from  the  want  of  which  infonna-  sometimes  downwards,  and  thrown  into  confu- 

tion,  many  divines,  whose  comments  on  Scrip-  sion ;  as  if  some  dreadful  concussion  had  spread 

tore  have,   in  other  respects,  been  judicious,  its  ravages  through  every  part  of  the  solid  crtist 

have  displayed  their  ignorance,  and  fallen  into  of  our  globe.     This  is  visible  in  every  region  of 

egregious  bhmders,  when  attempting  to  explain  the  earth.  Wherever  the  miner  penetrates  amdng 

tbe  first  chapters  of  Grenesis,  and  several  parts  its  subterraneous  recesses,  wherever  the  fissures 

cf  the  book  of  Job,  which  have  tended  to  bring  and  caverns  of  the  earth  are  explored,  and  wher^ 

disoreditontheocacletofbeaTeB.  ever  tbs  aiountaini  hiy  bars  their  rugged  oUflt, 
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tbe  marki  of  ruin,  eooTultton,  wid  duoider  BMt  terrible  fbrabodingi  are  irmmfieeiriil  »iik  lfa» 
die  eye  of  the  beholder.  Evidences  of  thete  fccts  iter,  ligbtning,  fri^ueat  coDoueekxis  ef  die  eanl^ 
are  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  all  inteilifont  and  dreadfiil  subterraneom  bdlowinga.  Wbm 
travellers  and  geologists  who  have  visited  Alpine     these    alarming   appearances    have    i  iiiiriiJ 

districts,  or  explored  the  subterraneous  regions  '  aonietimes  four  or  6ve  uModis,  tbe  lava  begam 
of  the  earth ;  of  which  I  have  already  staled  a  OMke  its  appearance,  either  boiling  over  the  tspi 
lew  instances,  in  the  article  of  Geology t  PP*  74,  or  forcing  its  way  through  the  aide  of  tbe  man 
76, 77.  These  facu  seem  evidently  to  indicate  tain.  This  fiery  deluge  of  tmeked  nanerab  roll 
that  the  earth  is  not  now  in  the  same  slate  in  dowatbededivityof  lbemouarain,lbnnagadi» 
vi^ich  it  originally  proceeded  from  the  hand  of  its  inal  flaming  stream,  aometimee  fiwrleen  auks 
Creator ;  for  such  a  scene  of  disruption  and  d»-  long,  six  mUes  broad,  and  SOO  feet  deep.  laitt 
nmgemeot  appears  incompatible  with  that  or^  course,  it  destroys  orchards,  vineyards,  oonisUi^ 
der,  harmony,  and  beauty  which  are  apparent  and  villages ;  and  sometimes  cities,  r^^ainif 
in  the  other  departments  of  nature.  We  dare  twenty  thousand  inhabitants,  have  been  swattow> 
not  assert,  that  such  terrible  convulsions  took  ed  up  and  consumed.  Severki  other  pbenomsai, 
place  by  chance,  or  independent  of  the  will  of  of  awful  sublimity,  sometimes  aooompaBy  tbcts 
the  Creator;  nor  dare  we  insinuate,  that  they     eruptions.    In  the  eruption  of  Vesuvius,  in  11M, 

were  the   effects  of  a   random  display  of  A^  a  shodt  of  an  earthquake  was  felt ;  mad,  at  dis 

mighty  Power;   and  therefore,  we  are  neces-  same  instant,  a  fountain  of  bright  fre,  attends! 

sanly  led  to  infer,  that  a  moral  cause,  connected  vritb  the  blackest  smoke,  and  a  loud  report,  wai 

with  the  conduct  of  the  rational  inhabitants  of  aeeo  to  issue,  and  lo  rise  to  a  great  height  frosi 

the  globe,  must  have  existed,   to  warrant  so  the  cone  of  the  mountain;  and  was  bpob  sooi 

awful   an  interposition  of   divine  power ;  for  oeeded  by  fifteen  other  fiery  fbimtaana,  all  Sa  a 

the  &to  of  the  snimated  beings  which  then  direct  line  extending  for  a  nule  and  a  half  dowa- 

peupled  the  earth  was  involved  in  the  conse-  wards.    This  fiery  scene  was  aooompanie^  with 

qoencea  which  must  have  attended  this  terri-  the  loudest  thunder,  the  incaaaant  reports  of 

ble  catastrophe.     The  volume  of  revelation,  vrhich,  like  those  of  a  numerana  heavy  aitilBly, 

on  this  point,  concurs   with  the  deductions  of  were  attended  by  a  continued  hoUow  matawr, 

reason,  and  assigns  a  cause  adequate  to  war-  similar  to  that  of  the  roaringof  tbe  ocean  daring 

rant  the  production  of  such  an  extraordinary  a  violent  Morm.    The  bonaes  in  Naples,  at  sevca 

eflTect.     **  The  wickedneas  of  man  was  great  miles'  diitanoe,  were  for  aeveral  houn  in  a  eon> 

upon  the  earth ;  the  earth  was  JUled  wth  vie-  stant  tremor ;  the  heUs  ringing,  and  doon  and 

fence ;  every  purpose  and  desire  of  man's  heart  windows  incessantly  ratding  and  afaaking.  TIm 

was  only  evil  centhmally.     Man  had  fivstrated  nionnur  of  the  prayers  and  kaDeolations  of  a 

the  end  of  his  existence  ;  the  earth  was  turned  numerous  population  added  to  the  borrois  of  iha 

into  a  habitation  of  demons ;  the  long  period  to  scene.    All  travellers,  who  have  witnesaed  them 

which    his  life  was  protracted  only  served  to  eruptions,  seem  to  be  at  a  loas  to  find  wordt 

harden  him  in  his  wickedness,  and  to  enable  sufficiently  emphatic  to  express  tbe  terrors  of  ths 

him  to  carry  his   diabolical,  schemes  to  their  scene.    '*  One  cannot  form  a  juster  idea,"  nvi 

utmost  extent,  till  the  social  state  of  the  hu-  Bishop  JBerklejff  "  of  the  noise  emitted  by  tla 

man  race  became  a  scene  of  unmixed  depra-  mountain,  than    by  imagining  a  mixed  souad 

vily  and  misery.     And  the  physical  eflfects  of  made  up  of  the  raging  of  a  temped,  the  moN 

the  punishment  of  this  universal  defection  from  mur  of  a  troubled  sea,  and  Uie  roaring  of  thoa- 

God  are   presented  to  our  view  in  every  land,  der  and  artillery,  confused  altogether.    Thoii|h 

and  will  remain  to  all  ages,  as  a  visible  m^  we  heard  this  at  the  distance  of  twelve  orilet, 

morial  that  man  has  rebelled  against  the  autho-  yet  it  wras  eery  terrible"    In  1744,  the  flames  of 

rity  of  his  Maker.  Cotopaxi,  in  South  America,  rooe  S/X)0  fret 

2.  The  existence  of  Voleemoe»f  and  the  terri'  above  the  brink  of  the  crater,  and  iia  rQariafS 

ble  ravagea  they  produce y  bear  testimony  to  the  were  heard  at  the  distance  of  sur  kandred  mtiet, 

state   of  man  as  a  depraved  intelligence.    A  "  At  the  port  of  Guayaquil,  160  milea  distsat 

volcano  is  a  mountain,  generally  of  an  immense  from  the  crater,*'  says  Huinboldt,  **  we  beard, 

size,  from  whose  summit  inue  fire,  smoke,  sul-  day  and  night,  the  noise  of  this  volcano,  like 

phur,  and  torrents  of  melted  lava,  (see  p.  66.)  continued  discharges  of  a  battery,  and  we  dif- 

Previous  to  an  eruption,  the  smoke,  which  is  tinguished  these  tremendous  sounds  even  on  the 

continually  ascending  from  the  crater,  or  open-  Pacific  ocean." 

ing  in  the  top,  increases  and  shoots  up  to  an  im-        The  rova^et  produced  by  volcanoes  are  ia 

mense  height ;  forked  lightning  issues  fiom  the  proportion  to  the  terror  they  inspire.    In  die 

ascending  column;  showers  of  ashes  are  thrown  eruption  of  iBtna,  in  1669,  the  stream  of  lata 

out  to  the  distance  of  forty  or  fi%  miles ;  volleys  destroyed,  in  40  <Uys,  the  habitatioos  of  VJJW 

of  red-hot  stones  are  discharged  to  a  great  persons  ;  and  of  20,000  inhabitants  of  the  citf 

height  in  the  air ;  tbe  sky  appears  thick  and  ^k ;  of  Catania,  only  8,000  escaped.     In  the  ^esr 

the  luminaries  of  heaven  disappear;  and  these  79,  the  celebrated  cities  of  Pbnnpeii  and  Hci«a> 


.     DEPRAVITY  OF  MAN.  1^9 

'8  cmnpletely  overwhelmed  and  buried  noes,  earthquaket  are  the  most  terrUic  phenoroe- 

nd  by  an  eruption  of  Vesuvius,  and  na  of  nature,  and  are  even  far  more  destructive 

1  which  they  stood  remained  unknown  to  man,  and  to  the  labours  of  his  hands.    An 

ears.     Since  that   period,  about  40  earthquake,  which  consists  in  a  sudden  motion 

Ave  taken'  place,  each  of  them  pro-  of  the  earth,  is  generally  preceded  by  a  rum- 

3  most  dreadful  ravages.  But  the  bling  sound,  sometime*  like  that  of  a  number  of 
of  Asia  and  America  are  still  more  carriages  driving  furiously  along  the  pavement 
d  destructive  than  those  of  Europe,  of  a  street,  sometimes  like  the  rushing  noise  of  a 
lie  mountain  Pichinca,  near  Quito,  mighty  wind,  and  sometimes  like  the  explosions 
i  one  occasion,  the  destruction  of  of  artillery.  Their  cfiect  on  the  surface  of  the 
ibitanis.  In  the  year  1772,  an  erup-  earth  is  various.  Sometimes  it  is  instanta- 
>untain  in  the  island  of  Java  destroyed  ncously  heaved  up  in  a  perpendicular  direction, 
,  and  several  thousands  of  the  inhabit-  and  sometimes  it  assumes  a  kind  of  rolling  mo- 
in  October,  1822,  eighty-eight  ham-  tion,  from  side  to  side.  The  ravages  which 
>ove  2000  perrions,  were  destroyed  in  earthquakes  have  produted,  are  terrible  beyond 
sland,  by  a  sudden  eruption  from  a  description :  and  are  accomplished  almost  in  a 
to.  Theeruptioiiof  Tomboro,  inthe  moment.  In  1692,  the  city  of  Port-Koyal,  in 
Surabawa,  in  1615,  was  so  dreadful,  Jamaica,  was  destroyed  by  an  earthquake,  in  the 

Moluccas,  Java,  Sumatra,  and  Bor-  space  of  two  minutes,  and  the  houses  sunk  into 

distance  of  a  thousand  miles  from  a  gulf  forty  fathoms  deep.    In  16d3,  an  earth- 

lin,  felt  tremulous  motions,  and  heard  quake  happened  in  Sicily,  which  either  destroyed, 

of  explosions.     In  Java,  at  the  dis-  or  greatly  damaged,  fifty-four  cities,  and  an  in- 

10  miles,  the  clouds  of  ashes  from  the  credible  number  of  villages.     The  city  of  Cata- 

aduced  utter  darkness.  nia  was  utterly  overthrown :  t.'ic  sea  all  of  a  sud- 

es  are  more  numerous  than  is  gene-  den  began  to  roar  ;  mount  JEttiA  to  send  forth 

ined.     They  are  to  be  found  in  every  immense  spires  of  flame  ;   and  immediately  a 

the  world,  from   the    icy  shores  of  shock  ensued,  as  if  all  tlie  artillery  *n  the  work! 

ka  to  the   mountains  of  Patagonia,  had  been  discharged.     The  birds  flew  about  a9- 

enumerates  40  volcanoes  constantly  tonished  ;  the  sun  was  darkened ;  the  beasts  ran 

between    Cotopaxi   and   the   Pacific  howling  from  the  hi!U;   a  dark  cloud  of  du^t 

'  have  been  observed  in  the  chain  of  covered  the  air  ;  and,  though  the  shock  did  not 

that  stretches    along  Kamtschatka;  last  three  minutes,  yel  nineteen  thousand  of  the 

of  them  are  to  be  seen  in  the  Phillip-  inhabitants  of  the  city  perished  in  the   ruins. 

Moluccas,  the  Cape  de  Verd,  the  This  shock  extended  to  a  circumference  of  7000 

the  Ladrone,  and  other  islands  in  the  miles. 

1  Pacific  oceans.     It  is  stated  in  vol.  Earthquakes  have  been  producing  tlieir  ra- 

>.  to  Ency.  Brit,  lately  published,  that  vagcs  in  various  parts  of  the  world,  and  in  every 

volcanoes  are  known,  including  only  age.    Pliny  informs  us,  that  12  cities  in  Asia 

h  have  been  active  within  a  period  to  Minor  were  swallowed  up  in  one  night.     In 

lory  or  tradition   reaches.      Europe  the  year  115,  the  city  of  Antioch,  and  a  great 

4  ;  and,  of  the  whole  number,  it  is  part  of  the  adjacent  country,  were  buried  by  ao 
that  107  are  in  islands,  and  98  on  the  earthquake.  About  800  years  after,  it  was 
nents.  again  destroyed,  along  with  40,000  inhabitants', 

then  suppose,  that  so  many  engines  and,  after  an  interval  of  only  60  years,  it  was  a 

ind  destruction,  dispersed  over  t'very  third  time  overturned,  with  the   loss  of  not  loss 

the  globe,  are  consistent  witli  the  con-  than  60  000  souls.    In  1755,  Lisbon  was  de- 

enevolent  Creator  towards  an  irmoceTii  stroyed  by  an  earthquake,  and  it  buried  under  its 

!n  ?  If  so,  we  must  either  admit  that  ruins  above  60,000  inhabitants.     The  cflTects  of 

ir  had  it  not  in  his  power,  when  ar-  this  terriblo  earthquake  were  felt  over  the  greater 

r  terrestrial  system,  to  prevent  the  oc-  part  of  Europe  and  Africa,  and  .even   in  the 

tion  of  these  dreadful  ravagers,  or  that  midst  of  the  Atlantic  ocean ;  and  are  calculated 

'erent  to  the  happiness  of  his  innocent  to  have  extended  over  a  space  of  not  less  than 

The  former  admission  is  inconsistent  four  millions  of  square  miles.    In  August,  1822, 

lea  of  his  omnipotence,  and  the  latter  two-thirds  of  the  city  of  Aleppo,  which  cod- 

dea  of  his  universal  benevolence.    It  tained  40,000  houses,  and  200,000  inhabitants, 

efore,  enthusiasm,  but  the  fairest  de-  were  destroyed  by  an  earthquake,  and  nearly 

reason  to  conclude,  that  they  are  in-  thirty  thousand  inhabitants  were  buried  under 

if  God's  displeasure  against  a  race  of  the  ruins.     To  suppose  that  the  human  beings 

>r8  who  have  apoatatizedT  from  his  who  have  been  victims  to  the  ravages  of  earth- 
quakes and  volcanoes,  **  were  sinners  above  all 

same  reasoning  will  apply  to  the  ra-  tliose  who  dwelt  around  them,"  would  be  the 

iuced  by  earthquaku.    Nozt  to  volca-  height  of  impiety  and  presumption.    But,  tbe 

64 
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&ct  that  thousaodi  of  rational  beings  have  been  idea  that  man  is  at  present  in  a 

swept  from  existence,  in  a  manner  so  horrible  sute,  and  puesessed  of  that   moral  puritj  is 

and  tremendous,  seen»  plainly  to  indicate,  that  which  he  was  created.     Such  appalling  displa«« 

they  belonged  to  a  race  of  apostate  intelligences,  of  aknighiy  power  are  in  complete  uaison  wnb 

who  had  violated  the  commands  of  their  Crea-  the  idea^  that  man  is  a  tranagresaor,  and  thattfet 

tor.     Such  risitations  are  quite  accordant  to  the  present  dispemations  of  God  are  a  mixtore  «C 

idea  of  roan  being  in  the  condition  of  a  trans-  memy  and  of  judgment ;  but  if  h«  belong  lo  is 

gressor ;  but,  if  he  were  an  innocent  creature,  innocent  race  of  mural  intelligences,  they  appear 

they  would  be  altogetlier  unaccountable,  as  hap-  quite  anomalous,  and  are  altogeiher  ioexpUcable. 

peiiing  under  (he  government  of  a  Being  of  an-  on  the  supposition,  that  a  Being  of  tnfioits  b*- 

bounded  benevolence.  nevolence  and  rectitude  directs  the  operatioBl 

4.  The  phenomena  of  thunder'Starma,  tern'  of  the  physical  and  moral  world ;  more  eip»' 
jDstfjt,  and  hurricaneif  and  the  ravages  they  cially  when  we  consider  the  admirable  care  whick 
produce,  are  also  presumptive  proofs  that  man  is  is  displayed  in  the  cooslnMiion  uf  animal  bodiei, 
a  depraved  intelligence.  Tn  that  season  of  the  in  order  to  prevent  pain,  and  to  produce  plea- 
year  when  Nature  is  arrayed  in  her  most  beau-  surable  sensations.  When  man  wtm  first  broaghi 
tiful  attire,  and  the  whole  terrestrial  landscape  into  existence,  his  thoughts  and  affections,  wt 
lands  to  inspire  the  mind  with^cheerfulness—  roust  suppose,  were  in  umsoa  with  the  wil  of 
suddenly  a  sable  cloud  emerges  from  the  hori-  his  Creator;  his  mind  was  aereae  and  uaraf' 
son — the  sky  assumes  a  balefij^  aspect — a  dismal  fled  ;  and,  consequently,  no  foreboding  appM' 
gloom  envelopes  the  face  of  nature — the  lights  hensions  of  danger  would,  in  such  a  slata,  taks 
nings  flash  from  one  end  of  the  horizon  to  another  possession  of  his  breaM.  Bal  after  be  hti 
— -Uic  thunders  roll  with  awful  majesty  along  the  swefved  from  the  path  of  prinneval  rectitode, 
verge  of  heaven,  till  at  length  they  burst  over  and  especially  after  the  $leluge  bad  svrept  awaj 
head  in  tremendous  explosions.  The  sturdy  Ibe  inhabitants  of  the  antedilovian  world,  da 
oak  is  shattered  and  despoiled  of  its  foliage;  constitution  of  the  earth  and  tiw  atmuspbart 
rocks  are  rent  into  shivers ;  and  the  grazing  seems  to  have  undergone  a  mif  hty  diange,  eo^ 
herds  are  struck  into  a  lifeless  group.  Even  responding  to  the  degraded  sute  into  wfakfa  kt 
Man  is  not  exempted  from  danger  in  the  midst  had  fallen ;  so  that  those  very  elements  whkk 
of  this  appalling  scene.  For  hundreds  in  every  may  have  formerly  ministered  to  his  enjoyBMHI 
age  have  fiillen  victims  either  to  the  direct  stroke  —.fay  being  formed  into  different  combinatioDS— 
or  the  lightning,  or  to  the  concussions  and  con-  now  conspire  to  produce  terror  and  d'estnietisiL 
flagrattons  with  which  it  has  been  attended.  la  The  same  important  conclusion  might  hate 
tropical  countries,  the  phenomena  of  thunder-  been  deduced,  from  a  consideration  of  tbs  isK 
stonns  are  more  dreadful  and  appalling,  than  in  men»e  deserts  of  marshes  and  barren  sands  which 
our  temperate  climate.  The  thunder  frequently  are  dispersed  over  the  globe — the  vast  and  fri;:lK- 
continues  for  days  and  weeks  in  almost  one  in-  ful  regions  of  ice  around  the  poles^-tfas  posiiioa 
eossant  roar  ;  tho  rains  are  poured  down  in  tor-  of  the  mineral  strata,  and  the  vast  disproportion 
rents  :  and  the  flashes  of  lightning  follow  each  which  the  extent  of  the  dry  land  bears  to  theeX" 
other  in  so  rapid  a  succession,  that  the  whole  panse  of  the  ocean'-sill  which  circunwtaocef, 
atmosphere  and  the  surrounding  hills  seem  to  be  and  many  others,  in  conjunction  with  the  fiiiM 
in  a  blaze.  In  some  instances,  the  most  dread-  above  stated,  conspire  to  show,  that  man  no 
fill  etTocts  have  been  produced  by  the  bursting  of  longer  stands  in  the  rank  of  a  pnre  inteUi^eooe ; 
an  electrical  cloud.  In  1772,  a  bright  cloud  and  that  his  habitation  corresponds,  in  some  ds- 
was  observed  at  midnight  to  cover  a  mountain  gree,  to  his  state  of  moral  dei^radaiion.  By  over- 
in  the  island  of  Java ;  it  emitted  globes  of  firo  looking  this  consideration,  St.  Pierre  and  other 
so  luminous,  that  the  night  became  as  clear  as  naturalists  have  found  themselves  mudiai  a  loii, 
day.  Its  efTucts  were  astonishing.  Every  thing  when  attempting  to  vindicate  the  wisdom  aui 
was  destroyed  fin"  7  leai^ues  round ;  houses  were  equity  of  Providence,  in  the  physical  disordm 
demolished;  plantatiims  biiriod  in  the  earth;  which  exist  in  the  present  coostitutioo  of  our 
and  2140  people  lost  their  lives,  besides  1500  globe.  The  circumstance,  that  man  is  a  &!leB 
head  of  cattle,  and  a  vast  number  of  horses  and  creature,  appears  the  only  due  to  guide  us  in  ts»- 
oth«»r  animals. — Eney.  Brit.  An.  Cloud.  ravelling  the  mysteries  of  Providence,  and  v> 

Is  it  not  reasonable,  then,  to  conclude,  that  enable  us  to  perceive  the  Aarm^Njf  and  eoiutiCea^ 

■uch  awful  phenomena  as  storms,  volcanoes,  and  of  the  divine  operations  in  the  system  of  nature; 

earthquakes,  are  so  many  occasional  indications  and  no  other  consideration  will  fully  account  for 

of  the  frown  of  an  offV-nded  Cntaior  upon  a  race  the  disorders  which  exist  in  the  preseat  ecoooay 

of  transgressors,  in  order  to  arouse  them  to  a  of  our  worid. 

■ense  of  their  aposiacy  from  the  God  of  heaven  ?         But  it  is  a  most  consoling  consideration,  tlist. 

We  cannot  conceive  that  such  physical  opera-  amidst  all  the  physical  evils  which  abound,  lbs 

tioQs,  accompanied  by  so  many   terrific   and  benevolence  and  mercy  of  God  are  adMinUj 

iMiraciiro  afibcta,  are  at  all  ootapatibio  with  the  blaoded  with  tfao  iDdktttiou  of  Iw 
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and  tempusti  contribute  to  the  to  ''  the  foeir  wind«  of  heaven*^ — should  be  agaia 

.pinrificatkm  of  the  atmosphere;  and  volcanoes  reared  up  with  the  same  materials,  in  anew  and 

•mn  oooverted  into  funnels  for  vomiting  up  those  more  glorious  form — is  an  idea  which  seems  to 

■Aery  aaterials  which  produce  earthquakes,  and  bai&o  the  human  comprehension  ;  and,  in  all  pro- 

which  might  otherwise  swallow  up  whole  pro*  bability,  would  never  have  entered  the  mind  of 

ia  one  nughty  gulfl     Jn  the  ordinary  man,  had  it  not  been  communicated  by  divine 

of  things,  such  phenomena  are  more  ter-  revelation.     Accordingly  we  find,  that  ihc  plu- 

Ihaa  destructive  ;  and  are  calculated  rather  Ja>opheri  of  antiquity,  though  many  of  them  be- 

lo  rouaa  ao  unthinking  wprUl  to  cuti<)idi;ration,  lieved  in  the  doctrine  of  .1  future  slate,  never 

4haa  to  prove  the  instruments  of -human  dcslruc-  once  dreauied,  that  the  bodies  of  men,  afier  ihey 

Cioo.     Compared  with  the  mi^sries  which  men  had  been  committed  to  the  dust,  would   I'vcr 

have  voiuolarily   inflicted  on  one  another,  the  again  be  reanimated ;  and  hence,  when  the  apos- 

datliuctive  effects  of  the   elements  of  nature  tie  Paul  proposed  this  doctrine  to  the  Athenian 

dwindle  iuto  mere  temporary  and  trifling  acci>  philoKophcrs,  they  scouted  the  idea,  as  if  it  had 

deals.     We  have  reason  to  believe,  that »  much  been  the  rfverie  of  a  madman.     And,  indeed, 

greater  destmelioo  of  human  beings  has  been  without  a  strong  conviction,  and  a  lively  inipres- 

|»roduced  by  two  or  three  of  the  late  battles  in  sionof  the  infinite  power  and  intelligouce  of  God, 

MMdem  Europe,  such  as  thoM  of  Waterloo,  the  mind  cannot  rely  with  unshaken  confidence 

Borodioa,  and  Smolensko,  thaniias  been  pn^  on  the  declaration  of  a  future  fact  so  widely  dif- 

duoed  by  ail  the  ek»ctrical  storms,  earthquakes,  ferent  from  all  the  obvious  phenomena  of  nature, 

attd  volcanic  eruptions,  which  have  raged  for  the  and  from  every  thing  that  lies  within  the  range 

apace  of  a  hundred  years.    It  has  been  caka»-  of  human  experience.    '*  If  a  man  die,**  says 

lated,  that  during  the  Russian  campaign  of  1812,  Job,  "  shall  he  live  again  ?     There  is  hope  of  a 

aadading  men,  women,  and  children,  belonging  to  tree,  if  it  be  cut  down,  that  it  will  sprout  again, 

4he  French  and  Russians,  there  were  not  leas  and  bring  forth  boughs  like  a  plant.    But  man 

4han  five  hundred  thousand  human  victims  aacri-  dieth  and  wasteth  away  ;  yea,  man  giveth  up  the 

.ficed  to  the  demoa  of  war.    It  is  probable,  that  gboet,  and  where  is  be  ?**     When  the  mind, 

the  dettrtietien  produced  aoMng  the  human  race,  however,  is  frequently  exercised  in  contempla* 

by  the  convulsions  ef  nature,  since  the  com-  tions  on  the  stupendous  works  of  the  Almighty, 

meooement  of  time,  (the  deluge  only  excepted,)  it  must  feel  an  impressive  conviction,  that  *'  no> 

^ioee  not  amount  to  above  four  or  five  millions  of  thing  can  be  too  hard  fur  Jehovah.**    When  wc 

livee ;  but  were  we  lake  into  account  the  de-  endeavour  to  draw  aside  the  veil  which  conceals 

atfuctioa  of  human  life  produced  by  ambition,  many  of  the  scenes  of  nature  from  the  vulgar 

tyranny,  oppression,  superstition,  wars,  devest-  eye,  we  perceive  a  variety  of  operations  and 

atioiis,  murders,  and  horrid  cruelties,  in  every  analogies,  which  tend  to  assist  us  in  forming  a 

period  of  the  world,  it  would,  doubtless,  amount  conception,  not  only  of  the  poMtibiiity  of  a  resur- 

toaeveral  hundreds  of  millions.     So  that,  amidst  rection,  but  also  of  the  manner  in  which  it  may 

^le  most  terrible,  displays  of  the  displeasure  of  probably  be  effected,  when  tlie  power  of  Onuii- 

God  against  the  sins  of  men,  mercy  is  mingled  potence  is  interposed. 

with  judgment ;  and  while  man  is  the  greatest  The  transformations  of  insects  afford  us  a 

«aemy  and  destroyer  of  his  own  species,  bene-  beautiful  illustration  of  this  subject.     All  the 

Toleiloe  is  the  promineni  feature  of  all  the  ar-  butterflies  which  we  see  fluttering  about  in  the 

4rangements  ef  the  Deity. in  the  physical  world,  summer  months,    were  originally  caterpillars. 

For  **  his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  bis  works.**'^  Before  they  arrive  at  that  highest  stage  of  their 

existence,  they  pass  through  four  different  trans- 

"UX. — The  tUeeoveriee  which  have  been  maile  in  formations.     The  first  stale  of  a  buUerfly  is  that 

fAe  tytUm  of  nature,  illustrate  the  doctrine  ef  of  an  egg ;  it  next  ansume*  the  form  of  a  loath- 

the  aKSoaaccTiecf  of  tus  dsad.  some  crawling  loorm ;   after  remaining   some 

_,-,.-                   •      r       .u    J    J  time  in  this  stale,  it  throws  off  its  caterpillar 

The  doclrme  of  a  resurrection  from  the  dead,  ^^^^    j^gui.hes ;  refuses  to  eat ;  ceases  to  move.; 

!!jfm  T"'  *^P;"*  '*"  '7     ?  w-  ?•  *  "^"rit^  and  is  shut  up,  as  it  were,  in  a  tomb.    In  .his 

^difficulties,  and  apparent  contradictions.  That  ^^  ^^^  .,  ,^^^^  ^  ^^^^  ,  ^,  -^  ^ 

a  complex  organical  machine  ss  the  human  body  ^^^  ^,j^  ^  ^^.^  ^^^^  ^^  ^^,j    ^  ^^^-^^ 

^,  coasistmg  of  thousands  of  diversified  parts  ^^^.^j^^  f^,  ^^  ^,  ^j  hi  months  without  mo- 

for  the  performance  of  its  functions,  after  it  has  ^       andapparenUy  without  life.    After  remaio- 

1»een  reduced  to  atoms,  and  those  atoms  dispersed  .^^  !,^  ^^^^^  ^^  .„  ,his  torpid  conditicm,  it 

'The  facts  stated  In  this  section  are  expressed  begins  to  acquire  new  life  and  vigour ;  it  bursU 

for  the  most  |»art  In  ttie  author's  own  words,  for  the  jts  imprisonment,  and  comes  f.jrth  a  butterfly, 

'•ake  of  cnmprcRstnn.    HIr  authorities  are.  Gtold-  ,  .     »^.          .      "j      ...    ,,  ^  ^^,  k«.«.,:r,J  *.«_ 

amith's  -  Natural  History,"  Humboldt's  "  Travels,"  with  wings  tinged  with  the  most  beeutiRil  co- 

Br>'dou's,  "  Tour,"  Sir  W.  Hamilton's  "  Obaerva-  lours.     It  mounts  the  air ;  it  ranges  frem  dower 

•ife;^v5jss:';jij;Xi2Si;^x*u: «» «iow.r. .«i «,». .« «].«. ■»^ "7 ^-^ 

Mmy  and  SdeaUflc  Journals  (br  iBia,  *c.  splendid  ezialaoce.    How  very  difliiceat  does  jt 
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appear  in  this  state  from  what  it  did  in  the  pre-  would  appear  to  be  lost  for  ever.     It  hu  Im 

ceding  stages  of  ill  existence  I     How  unlikeij  shown  by  «aperiroent,  that  whenever  the  Milb»i 

did  it  seem  that  a  rough,  hairy,  erawHng  worm,  comes  charged  with  sudi  matter,  ifae  oxyga  4 

which  lay  for  such  a  length  of  time  in  a  death-  the  atmosphere  combines  with  it,  and  coaisfti 

IDce  torpor,  and  enshroudeti  in  a  tomb,  should  be  it  into  carbonic  acid  gas.      The  oooseqacaoe 

reanimated,  as  it  were,  and  chan;;ed  into  so  of  which  is,  that  tfaa  very  aane  carbon  is,  ii 

beautiful  a  form,  and  endowed  with  such  powers  proceits  of  time,  absorbed  by  a  new  race  of  tc> 

of  rapid  motion !  Perha[»8  the  change  to  be  ef-  getables,  which  it  clothes  with  a  newfb(ia|^,  asrf 

fecioil  on  the  bodies  of  men,  at  the  general  resur-  which  is  itsdf  destined  to  aiider|^  similar  potn^ 

rection,  inay  nut  be  greater,  nor  more  wonderful  in  (action  and  renovation  to  the  end  of  tiaie.*'* 

its  nature,  than  are  the  changes  which  take  place  These  facts  and  others  of  a  similar  desrripiiei 

from  the  first  to  the  last  stage  of  a  caterpillar's  which  might  have  been  stated,  demonstrate,  dol 

existence.    In   such  transftirmations,  then,  we  one  of  the  constituent  parts   of  animal  bodi« 

behoUl  a  lively  representation  of  the  death  and  remainsunalterahly  the  same,  amidst  aH  the  retS" 

resurrection   of  a  righteous   man.      "A   little  lutionsof  time,  and  all  the  changes  and  deoo«p» 

while  he  shall  lie  in  the  ground,  as  the  seed  lies  sitions  which  take  place  in  the  system  of  miara: 

in  the  bosom  of  the  earth;  but  he  shall  be  raised  and,  consequently,  that  thoug;h  bimn»  bodiei 

again,  and  shall  never  die  any  more."  may  remain  in  a  state  of  putrefectioii  (or  ages 

There  is  another  illustration,  taken  from  a  in  the  earth  and  in  the  waters,  yet  their  cosi^ 

consideration  of  the  chymical  changes  of  matter,  nent  parts  remain  unchanged,  aiid  in  readiacsi 

which  has  a  still  more  direct  bearing  on  the  doc-  to  enter  into  a  new  and  more  glorious  rmsMBa- 

trine  of  a  resurrection.     We  know,  that  sub-  tion,  at  the  command   of  that  Inidligtnn  it 

stances  which  are   invisibly  incorporated   with  whom  all  the  principles  of  nature  and  all  ikeir 

air,  wate-,  and  other  fluids,  and  which  seem  to  diversified  changes  are  intimately  known;  wd 

be    derroyed,   may    be   made  to  reappear  in  whose  Power  is  able  to  direct  their 


their  original  form  by  the  application  of  certain  tions  to  the  acoompUshmenl  of  bis  porpesesw— 

diymical  agents.     For  example ;   put  a  small  Though  such  oonsiderationB  as  these  may  l«ve 

piece  of  solid  camphor  into  a  phial  half  filled  no  weight  on  certain   unreflecting  miadi,  ikit 

with  alcohol  or  spirits  of  wine ;  in  a  short  time  never  meet  with  any  dtfficultses  in  the  ceonooy 

the  camphor  will  be  dissolved  in  the  fluid,  and  either   of  nature  or  of  redemption ;  yet,  tbe 

the  spirit  will  be  as  transparent  as  at  first.    If  man  of  deep  reflection,  vHio  has  freqaeatly  hsd 


water  be  now  added,  it  will  unite  with  the  ardent  his  mind  distracted  with  the  apparent 
spirit,  and  the  camphor  will  bo  separated  and  bility  of  the  accomplishment  of  certain  diviss 
(all  to  the  bottom  of  the  phial.  In  this  way  the  declarations,  will  joyfully  embrace  such  frets  is 
camphor  may  bo  nearly  all  recovered  as  at  first ;  the  economy  of  nature,  as  a  se*tsi&/e  si^jperf  n 
and,  by  distillation,  the  alcohol  may  also  be  s^  his  faith  in  the  promises  of  his  God;  and  will 
parated  from  the  water,  and  exhibited  in  a  sepa-  resign  his  body  to  dust  and  putreiactioo,  is  tkt 
rate  state.  1  have  already  noticed,  that  ear6on,  firm  hope  of  emerging  from  the  tomb  tira  (iilare 
which  forms  an  essential  part  of  all  animal  and  and  more  glorious  transformation. 
vegetable  substancex,  is  (bund  to  be  nut  onlv  in- 
destructible by  age,  but  in  all  its  combinations,  ^^'  Thedi$cor^er%e»  ofadefuxtendtoUlvtindetk 
which  are  infinitely  diversified,  it  still  preserves  doctrine  of  the  oeaehal  conplaokatios. 
its  identUt/.  In  the  state  of  carbonic  acid  it  ex-  Wc  are  informed,  in  the  Sacred  Grades,  ikil 
ists  in  union  with  earths  and  stones  in  unboimded  a  period  is  approaching,  when  **  the  elemeoti 
quantities;  and  though  buried  for  thousands  of  shall  melt  with  fenent  heat,  and  the  earth,  and 
years  beneath  immense  rocks,  or  in  the  centre  of  the  works  that  are  therein,  shall  be  burned  op.** 
motmlains,  it  is  still  carbonic  acid  ;  for  no  sooner  Science  has  ascertained  certain  fads  in  the  coo- 
ls it  disenoaged  from  its  dormitory  than  it  rises  alituiion  of  nature,  which  lead  as  to  (brm  soos 
with  all  the  life  and  vigour  of  recent  formation,  conception  of  the  manner  in  which  this  awfel 
not  in  the  lea«i  impaired  by  its  torpid  inactivity  catastrophe  may  probably  be  effected,  and  also 
during  a  lapse  of  ages.  The  beams  of  the  the-  of  the  ease  with  which  it  mav  be  accoropKsbed, 
atre  at  Herculaneum  wereconverted  intocAoreoa/  when  the  destined  period  shall  have  arrived.  U 
(which  is  one  of  the  compounds  of  carbon)  by  was  formerly  stated,    (pp.   S5,   104,)    that  tht 


the  lava  which  overflowed  that  city,  during  an     atmosphere,  or  the  air  we  breathe,  is  a 

eruption  of  Mount  Vesuvius  ;  and  during  the  pound  substance,  composed  of  two  rerv  diflersBt 
lapse  of  1700  years,  the  charcoal  has  remained  and  opposite  principles,  termed  oxyg'en  and  »- 
as  entire  as  if  it  had  been  formed  but  yesterday,  trogen.  The  oxvgen,  which  forms  about  a  H^ 
and  it  will  pn.bably  continue  so  to  the  end  of  the  part  of  the  atnwsphere,  is  now  ascertained  to 
world.  In  addition  to  these  facts  it  may  be  be  the  principle  of  flame;  a  lighted  taper  in- 
stated, that  provision  has  been  made  for  the  re-  mersed  in  this  gas,  bums  with  a  briHiancv  tt» 

storalion  of  the  fallen  leaves  of  vegetables  which  .«    i     ,   .i«v        ^.    w.      ..                   J  ^ 

_.          *!.             I       J  .           ^1        L  •Parkes's"Chym- Catechism,"  o.tiasiii#lkli* 

roc  upon  the  groun  J,  and,  to  a  careless  obserrer,  dUUmal  nau,                             r.  »»^  «»♦ «- 
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rMtf«r  the  ejrc  U»  betr ;  and  even  a  rod  of  iron  ruin  and  disruption  in  aeTOTat  parte  off  its  struc*:- 

r  steel  is  made  to  blam  under  its  energy.  ture,  may  c«ime  Tortb  from  Uie  flames  of  the 

The  modern  in6del,  like  Uie  scoOeni  of  old,  general  conBa^ratioOf  purified  from  all  itti  physi-> 
eouts  the  idea  of  the  dissolution  of  the  world,  cat  evib,  adorned  with  new  beauties  and  subli- 
■d  «r  the  resiitulion  of  the  universe,  <'  because  mities,  and  rendered  a  fit  habitation  fi»r  pure  in- 
11  things  continue  as  they  were  from  the  begin-  telligences,  either  of  our  own  species  or  of 
ing  of  the  creation;  not  knowing  tlie  Scrip-  another  order.  For,  though  the  **  heavt^ns,*'  or 
srwi,  ner  ibe  power  of  G«id  ;">  and  not  CMini-  the  atmosphere,  **sliall  be  dissolved,  and  the 
oring  the  principles  and  facts  in  the  system  of  elements  melt  with  fervent  heat ;"  <*  yet,"  says 
aiore,  which  indtcate  the  possibiUty  of  such  an  the  Apostle  Peter,  "  we,  according  to  his  pro- 
vent.  But,  from  the  fact  now  stated,  we  may  mse,  look  for  new  heavens  and  a  new  earth, 
lara  how  easily  this  effect  may  be  accom-  wherein  dwelledi  righteousness."  Whether, 
Ushed,  even  in  conformity  with  those  laws  after  being  thus  renovated  it  shall  be  allotted  as 
'hich  now  operate  in  the  constitution  of  our  the  residence  of  the  redeemed  inhabitants  of 
lobe.  For  should  the  Creator  issue  forth  his  our  workl,  is  beyond  our  province  at  present  to 
Imighty  fiat—**  Let  the  nitrogen  of  the  atraoe-  determine.  But  if  not,  it  will,  in  all  probability, 
hero  be  completely  separated  from  the  oxygen,  be  alk>Ued  as  the  abode  of  other  rational  beings, 
nd  let  the  oxygeu  exert  its  native  energies  isho  may  be  transported  from  other  regions,  to 
nthout  control,  wherever  it  extends  ;" — from  contemplate  a  new  province  of  the  divine  em  • 
'hat  we  knew  of  its  nature,  we  are  warranted  pire,  or  who  may  be  immediately  created  for  the 
>  condude,  that  instantly  a  universal  oonflagra-  porpoM  of  taking  possession  of  tins  renovated 
on  would  commence  throughout  aH  the  king-  worid.  Fur  we  have  reason  to  believe,  that  the 
ran  of  naturo— not  only  wood,  coals,  sulphur,  energies  of  creating  power  will  be  continually 
itrnnen,  and  other  combustible  substances,  but  exerted,  in  replenishing  the  boundless  uni verso, 
ren  the  harden  rocks  and  stones,  and  all  the  throughout  all  the  ages  of  infinite  duration,  and 
lotals,  fossils,  and  mmerals,  and  water  itself,  that  no  8ub«tanees  or  worlds  which  God  has 
■hich  is  a  compound  of  two  inflammable  sub-  created,  will  ever  be  suflered  to  fall  into  annihi- 
•acos,  would  blaze  with  a  rapidity  which  wodd  lation^t  least,  that  the  original  atoms  of  matter 
irry  destruction  through  the  whole  expanse  of  will  never  be  destroyed,  ^whatever  new  forms 
to  terraqueous  globe,  and  change  its  present  they  may  assume,  aaid  however  varied  the  com- 
ipoet  into  that  o^  a  new  workl  >— at  the  same  binalions  into  which  they  nay  enter, 
ae,  all  flie  other  laws  of  nature  might  still  The  above  are  only  a  few  examples  out  of 
lerato  as  they  have  hitherto  done  since  the  many  which  were  intended  to  be  specified,  of 
roation  of  the  wof4d.                              '  the  illustrations  which   the   system  of  nature 

I  do  not  mean  positively  to  assert,  that  this  affbrda  of  the  doctrines  and   fiicts  -of  revela* 

( the  agent  which  the  Almighty  will  ceruinly  tioa,  but  the  narrow  limits  of  this  volume  pre- 

iiploy  for  accomplishing  this  ternble  catas-  vent  farther  enlargement, 
ophe,  (though  we  think   it  highly  probable,)         It  was  also  intended  to  follow  up  the,pro- 

ooe  Infinite  Power  is  possessed  of  numerous  ceding  discussions  with  particolat  illustrations 

>sources  for  accomplishing  its  objects,  which  of  the  following  topics  >— The  views  whidi  sch 

a  beyond  the  sphere  of  our  knowledge  and  once  afiVirds  of  the  nneetstad  enargm  ^  eno" 

^mprehension.  ,  But  I  have  brought  forward  ling  pmoer — the  changes  and  revolutioos  which 

lis  foct,  to  show  with  what  infinite  ease  this  appear  to  have  happened,  and  which  are  siiU 

rent  may  be  accomplished,  when  Almighty  going  on  in  the  distant  resions   of  the  uni- 

ower  is  interposed.     By  means  of  the  know-  verse,  at  tending  i»  amp^y  our  view*  of  the  ■ 

dgo  we  have  acquired  of  the  constitution  of  gnmtd  and  nutUifarioue  obJeeU  over  wohieh  Di' 

m  atmosphere,  and  by  the  aid  of  chymical  ap-  vine  Providence  preeidee^-du  enmearion  of  sci- 

iratos,  we  can  perform  experiments  on  asma</  enoe  imM  a  future  atate — tho  aids  which  the 

■Is,  sionlar  in  kind,  though  infinitely  inforior  discoveries  of  science  aflford,  in  enabling  us  to 

.  degree,  to  the  awful  event  under  considera-  form  a  conception  of  the  scenes  of  future  fo* 

M.    And,  therefore,  we  can  easily  conceive  licity— of  the  employments   of  the  heavenly 

■i  He  who  formed  the  eipaasive  atmosphere  inhi^itants,  and  of  their  perpetual  advances  in 

hkh  surrounds  us,  and  who  knows  the  native  knowledge  and  happiness,  and  in   their  views 

larsy  of  ite  constituent  principles,  may,  by  a  of  tho  perfections  of  Deity — the  meral  relatione 

BBple  volition,  make  that  invisible  fluid,  in  a  </  iMtdiigent  heinge  to  their  Creator,  and  to 

wsKMnents,  tho  canoe  of  the  destruction  of  tho  each  other ;  and  the  f^r*M  ifviiiMb  or  rsossM 

vooot  oonatitotioa  of  our  worid,  and,  at  tho  of  those  moral  laws  which  tho  Deity  has  pro- 

■M  time,  the  means  of  its  subsequent  ronov»-  molgatod  for  reguhuing  the  ooodnct,  and  for 

oa.    For,  as  fire  does  not  aonifaikte,  but  only  proootinf  the  haraMKiy  and  order  xif  mtelligeot 

ingsi.  fhs  fonM  of  mauer,  thia  globe  on  which  ageta    illustimtiooa  of  the  allootans  of  dio  si^ 

•  sow  «md,  lad  which  boars  tho  anka  off  ONdwriten4othoqrateaiofthaaatarial 
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•.the  mmmitaneoui  jmgreu  of  adenee  and  red* 
gioHf  considered  as  an  evidence  of  the  con- 
iivxioo  of  the  one  wiih  the  other — the  moral 
^ffodM  of  the  stiMiy  of  science  in  connexion  with 
religon— replies  to  objections  and  insinuations 
which  have  been  thrown  out  against  the  idea 
of  combining  the  discoveries  of  science  with 
the  discoveries  of  revelation,  &c.  But,  as  il- 
lustrations of  these,  and  various  other  topics 
onnnected  with  them,  would  occupy  two  or  three 


hundred  pages, 
be  po8tp<Hied.'^ 


they  mmti  in  ths 


*  A  work,  embracing  ilUutrations  of  some  of  tte 
topics  here  stated,  la  preparing  for  the  prc«&.  uader 
the  title  of  "  The  Ph'ii^opk^  of  Rettgltm:  or.  m 
Illustration  of  tlie  Moral  Laws  of  the  UnlverM,  m 
the  principleAof  Reafou  aod  Divine  Kevel:itioa  "  la 
this  work,  an  orli^nal,  nnd,  nt  the  same  time,  a  peM* 
lar  train  of  thought  will  be  prosecuted,  and  iM^tf- 
ferent  topics  will  be  enlivened  with  lUustTiaive  fads, 
borrowed  from  the  ecenery  of  nature  and  the  lunal 
hlstorr  of  mankind. 


CHAPTER  V. 

BBNEnCIAL  EFFECTS  WHICH  MIGHT  RESULT  TO  CHRISTIAIV  SOCIETY  FROM  OOWHECIISO 
THE  DISCOVERIES  OF  SaENCE  WITH  THE  OBJECTS  OF  REUGION. 


I.— The  ta&xett  of  topics  tohch  uxmld  ho 
introduced  into  Ckriftian  inttruction»,  6y  eon- 
sie^'ilg'  them  with  the  mam/eatatione  of  Deity  in 
the  eyetom  of  nature y  would  have  ii  ten- 

OEirCT  TO  ALLURE  THE  ATTE!CTI09  OF  THE 

rouiro  TO  religious  subjects,  and  to  af^ 
ford  mental  entertainment  and  moral  inttruC- 
tion  to  intelligent  minde  of  every  deeeriptian, 

NoTELTT  and  tMiriety  appear  to  be  essentially 
requisite  in  order  to  rouse  the  attention,  not  only 
of  the  more  ignorant,  but  even  of  the  more  intel- 
ligent class  of  mankind,  and  to  excite  them  to 
make  progress  in  the  path  of  intellectual  and 
moral  improvement  The  principle  of  cwn'only, 
which  appears  at  a  very  early  period  of  life,  aod 
which  variegated  scenery  and  novel  objects  tend 
to  stimulate  and  to  gratify*— so  far  from  being 
checked  and  decried,  in  a  religious  point  of  view, 
as  some  have  been  disposed  to  do,  ought  to  be 
encouraged  and  cultivated  in  the  minds  both 
of  the  old  and  of  the  young.  As  it  is  a  prin- 
ciple which  Qod  himself  has  implanted  in  our 
natures,  for  wise  and  important  purposes,  it 
requires  only  to  be  chastened,  and  directed  in 
a  proper  channel,  in  order  to  become  one  of 
the  most  powerful  auxiliaries  in  the  cause  of 
religion,  aind  of  intellectual  improvement.  To 
gratify  this  principle,  and  to  increase  its  ao* 
tjvity,  the  Creator  has  adorned  our  globe  with 
a  combination  of  beauties  and  sublimities,  strew- 
ed in  endless  variety  over  all  its  different  regions. 
The  hills  and  dales,  the  mountains  and  plains ; 
tho  seas,  the  lakes,  the  rivers,  the  islands  of 
every  ibrm  and  size  which  diversify  the  surfiice 
of  Um  ocean ;  the  bays,  the  gulfs,  and  peain- 
mlai;  the  forests,  the  groves,  the  deep  dells, 
ad  towariogclifiii ;  the  kifiiute  Tariety  df  trees, 


plants,  flowers,  and  vegetable  prodoctioas  c( 
every  hue,  so  profusely  scattered  over  the  lace  «( 
nature ;  the  diversifiod  productions  of  the  miasni 
kingdom ;  tiie  variegued  culouriag  spread  over 
the  face  of  natuse  ;  toge*her  with  the  mai^  rho» 
sands  of  differefit  species  of  amsaated  beugi 
which  traverxe  the  air,  the  waters,  and  ikeeai^ 
— afford  so  many  stimuli  to  roose  this  priaeipli 
into  exercise,  and  to  direct  the  miod  to  the  C0ft> 
temptation  of  the  Creator.  Asd  as  the  earth 
displays  an  endless  diversity  of  objects,  so  die 
heavens,  in  so  fiur  as  they  have  been  ezplored,  a- 
hibii  a  scenery  both  grand  and  varic^ted.  There 
is  not  a  planet  in  the  solar  system  but  iSen 
from  another,  in  its  magnitude,  in  its  distanos 
from  the  central  luminary  about  which  it  re- 
volves, in  the  vekicity  of  its  motioa,  in  the  ei- 
tent  of  the  circle  it  describes  around  the  son,  is 
the  period  of  time  in  which  its  revolmioo  is 
completed,  in  its  rotation  round  its  axis,  in  tbe 
number  of  moons  with  which  it  is  atteaided,  ia 
the  inclination  of  its  axis  to  the  plane  of  its  orbit, 
and  the  diversity  of  seasons  which  results  frosi 
this  circumstance ;  in  the  density  of  its  atsMii- 
phere,  and  the  various  appearances  which  diver* 
sify  its  surface.  Aixl  if  we  were  finvoured  wiib 
a  nearer  view  of  these  nu^estin  orbs,  trrshouMi 
doubtless,  belwld  a  similar  variety^  every  put 
of  their  internal  arrangements.  The  surfiice  of 
the  moon  presents  a  variegated  prospect  of 
mountains  and  vales,  but  so  very  differsat  ii 
their  form,  position,  and  arrangement,  from  wkal 
obtains  on  the  surface  of  our  |^>be,  that  it  wodi 
exhibit  a  scenery  altogether  new  and  iMoe» 
mon  to  an  inhabitant  of  this  world,  wers  ha 
pUced  on  the  aurfitce  of  that  planet.  £v<iy 
oonet,  too,  is  disttngtushed  from  nnolfaer,  by  «i 
HMinnitiide,  the  extent  of  in  ml 
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toagdi  of  ill  bluing  tiil,  the  rapioity  of  its  m<>>  majesty  of  the  Almighty,  and  ofhis  operations  in 

tion,  and  the  figure  of  the  curve  it  describes  heavvn  and  earth, — with  the  results  and  bear- 

mrooMtd  the  sun.     With  regard  to  the  fixed  start,  ing  of  the  economv  of  redemption,— with  divine 

which  are  distributed,  ofevery  size,  and  in  every  aonjrs,  odes,  and  hyrnn:»,  composed  by  angels  and 

direction,  through  the  immensity  of  xpace,  our  insiiired  men, — with  maxims  »f  moral  wtmir>m, 

Mnsea,  as  well  as  the  declaration  of  an  inspired  examples  of  sublime  eloquence,  of  sirt;iiglh  of 

writer,  convince  us,  that,  in  point  of  brilliancy,  reasoning,  and  of  manly  boldness  of  reproof,— 

Oakar,  and  magnitude,  "  one  star  diflfereih  from  with  proverbs,  parables,  allegories,  exhortations, 

•Bfltiier  star  in  glory."  promises,  threatening^,  and  consolatory  ad>lress- 

And  as  the  system  of  nature  in  all  its  parts  es.     In  short,   we  have  here  detailed,   in  the 

presents  a  boundless  variety  of  scenery,  to  arouse  greatest  variety,  history,  antiquities,  voyage*, 

tlie  attention,  and  to  gratify  the  desire  for  novel-  travels,  philosophy,  geography,  natural  and  mo^ 

Ij,  so  the  revelation  of  God  contained  in  the  ral  science,  biography,arts,  epic  poetry,  epistles. 

Sacred  Records  displays  a  diversified  combina-  memoirs,  delineations  of  nature,  skoiches  of  hu- 

laao  of  the  most  sublime  and  interesting  subjects  man  character,  moral  precepts,  prophecies,  mira* 

•nd  events.    Were  we  to  form  an  opinion  (^  the  des,  narrations,  wonderful  providences,  niarvel- 

eompass  of  divine  revelation,  from  the  range  of  lous  deliverances,  the  phenomena  of  the  aiV,  the 

■objects  to  which  the  minds  of  some  professing  waters, and  the  earth;  the  past,  the  present,  and  the 

Christians  are  confined,  it  might  all  be  compre-  fiiture  scenes  of  the  world— all  bleniled  together  in 

liendod  within  the  limits  of  five  or  six  chapters  of  one  harmonious  system,  without  artificial  order, 

the  New  Testament ;  and  all  the  rest  might  be  but  with  a  majesty  and  grandeur  corresfxifiding 

thrown  aside,  as  a  dead-weight  upon  the  Chris-  to  the  style  of  the  other  works  of  Giod, — and  aU 

ttaa  system.    But  here,  as  in  all  the  other  dis-  calculated  to  gratify  the  principle  of  curiosity-^ 

plays  of  the  Almighty,  divine   perfection  and  to  convey  '*  reproof,  correction,  and  instruction 

providence  are  exhibited  in  the  most  diversified  in  righteousness,"  and   *'  to  make  the  man  of 

■apeets.    Here  we  have  recorded  a  history  of  the  God  perfect,  and  thi»roughly  furnished  to  every 

creation  and  arrangement  of  our  globe,— -of  the  good  work." 

formation  of  the  first  human  pair,— of  their  pri-  And,  as  the  scenes  of  nature,  and  the  scenes 
maval  innooence,  temptation,  and  fall,— of  the  of  revelation,  are  thus  wonderfully  diversified, 
•rta  which  were  cultivated  in  the  first  ages  of  the  in  order  to  excite  the  attention  of  intelligent 
wotkl^  of  the  increase  of  human  wickedness, —  beings,  and  to  gratify  the  desire  for  variety,  so 
of  the  buiUing  of  the  ark,— of  the  drowning  of  we  have  every  reason  to  believe,  that  tho  scenes, 
tha  worid  by  a  unirersal  deluge,— of  the  burning  objects,  and  dispensations,  which  will  be  dis- 
of  Sodom  by  fire  firom  the  douds,— of  the  ori-  played  in  the  heavenly  world,  will  be  incompa- 
f  in  of  languages,  of  the  dividing  of  the  Red  rably  more  grand  and  diversified.  When  we 
Ma,— of  the  journeying  of  the  tribes  of  Israel  consider  the  immensity  of  God's  universal  king- 
through  the  deeorta  of  Arabia,— of  their  conquest  dom,  and  the  numeious  systems,  and  worlds,  and 
of  the  promised  land,  and  their  wari  with  the  beings  comprehended  within  its  vast  circumfe* 
■etioBs  of  Canaan,— Hof  the  corporeal  translation  rence,  and  that  the  energies  of  creating  power 
of  Elijah  firom  earth  to  heaven ,^-of  the  mantfes-  may  be  for  ever  exerted  in  raising  new  worlds 
titioo  of  the  son  of  God  in  human  flesh,  the  be-  into  existence— we  may  rest  assured,  that  the 
Borolent  miracles  he  performed,  and  the  tri-  desire  of  variety  and  of  novelty,  in  holy  intelli- 
onphs  he  obtained  over  all  the  powers  of  hell  and  gences,  will  be  completely  gratified  throughout 
oartb.  We  are  here  presented  with  the  most  an  endless  succession  of  existence  ;  and  that  tho 
imeresting  and  affecting  narratives,  elegies,  dra-  most  luxuriant  imagination,  in  its  boldest  ex- 
matic  poems,  and  triumphal  songs,— with  views  cwsions,  can  never  go  beyond  the  reality  of 
of  society  in  the  earliest  ages  of  the  workl,  when  those  scenes  of  diversified  grandeur  which  the 
the  lives  of  men  were  prolonged  to  nearly  a  thou-  heaven  of  heavens  will  display. 
■aod  years, — with  splendid  mirades  performed  Now,  since  the  book  of  nature,  and  the  book 
hi  the  land  of  Egypt,  in  the  wildehHsss  of  Horeb,  of  revelation,  since  all  the  manifestations  of 
OkI  in  the  "  fiekl  of  Zoan,"  when  '*the  sun  and  the  Creator  in  heaven  and  earth,  are  diaracter- 
■ooo  stood  stifl  in  their  habitation ;"  when  the  ised  by  their  sublime  and  diversified  as|iect ;  we 
waters  of  the  great  deep  were  divided,  and  wouU  ask,  why  shouki  we  not  be  imitators  of 
twimains  diook  and  trembled  **  at  the  presence  God,  in  displaying  the  diversified  grandeur  of 
cf  Jehovah,*'— with  the  glorious  marching  of  a  his  kingdom  of  providence  and  of  grace,  before 
whole  nation  through  the  Arabian  deserts,  under  the  nnids  of  those  whom  we  profess  to  instruct  ? 
dw  gitidaaoe  of  a  miraciUous  pillar  of  cloud  and  Why  shouki  we  confine  our  views  to  a  few  points 
finv--with  the  visits  of  edestial  messengers,  in  the  Christian  system,  to  a  lew  stooes  in  tho 
■ad  the  visible  synbolsof  **  a  present  Deity,"  fabric  of  the  divine  operatioas,  when  '*  a  wide 

■ilh  prophetical  dsliasatioiis  of  tho  present  and  odbounded  prospect  lies  befere  us  T*    Why 

MJ  fclure  condilioa  of  the  race  of  Adam  J   with  shorid  we  act  wuhw  attswpt  to  rowss  the  woral 

fmmlgtikm  of  the  powor,  wisdoai,  lofo,  tod  tad  'mUMucttmH  «Mf]^  of  mbMi^  fioai  tb» 
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preM,  intheiclMMl-rooro,  iindinthefaroilycii^  p«t of  ihe  jlobc  wc  inhahk.    OTtbetutaM 

cle,  bv  exhibiting  the  boundleee  raritriy  of  aspect  of  this  eirtWj  bftll,  of  its  figure  and  motiai, 

srhich  the  revelations  of  heavwi  pr'ewjnt,  and  of  its  cootiacDts,  seas,  islands,  and  ncenmid 

the    holy    tendencies  of  devout  contempktioo  its  Tolcaooes  and   ranges  uf  uMuatains,  of  ik 

on  the  works  and  the  ways  of  Giid  ?  that  they  miroerous  and  diversified    clinaies  and  bsA* 

may  learn,  with  intelligence,  to  "  meditate  on  acapcs  ;  of  the  various  fiatiuns  and  iribm  rf 

«U  the  works  of  the  Lord,  and  to  talk  of  oU  his  mankind  that  people  its  surface,  and  of  the  M> 

doings."     By  enlarging  and  diversifying  the  lo-  ral  governnaent  of  God  respecting  them,— thy 

pics  of  religious  discussion,  according  to  the  are  almost  as  completely  ignorant  as  the  «» 

views  now  stated,  we  have  it  in  our  power  to  tored  Greenlandor,  or  the  roving  savage.    WVk 

spread  out  an  intellectual  feast  to  allure  and  to  regard  to  the  objects  which  lie  beyond  the  ba«* 

gratify  every  variety  of  taste, — the  young  and  dary  of  our  world,  they  have  no  precise  mi 

the  oM,  the  learned  and  the  unlearned ;  yea,  even  definite  conceptions.    When  the  moon  is**  vai* 

the  caivless  and  the  ignorant,  the  skeptical  and  ing  in  brightness**  through  tha  heavens,  tk^ 

the  dissipated,  might  frequently  he  allured  by  lake  the  advantage  of  h^  light  to  pro^cuta  dnir 

the  selection  of  a  judicious  variety  of  striking  joarneys ;  and,  when  the  aky  in  overcast  wnA 

and  hnpressive  objects  and  descriptions,  to  parw  eknids,  and  they  are  anxious  to  travel  a  kw 

take  of  those  mental  enjoyments  which  might  miles  to  their  destined  hoows,  they  «uU  lift  if 

ultimately  issue  in  the  happiest  results.    The  their  eyes  to  the  heavens  to  see  if  any  </  tkt 

man  of  an  inquisitive  turn  of  mind,  who  now  stars  are  twinkling  through  the  girai,  chat  ikcir 

throws  aside  every  thing  that  has  the  appearanoo  footsteps  may  be  directed  by  their  glimmcriil 

of  religion,  on  account  of  its  dulness,  might  rays.    Beyond  thn  they  seklom  soar.    Wkit 

have  his  curiosity  gratified  amidst  such  a  va-  may  bo  the  nature  of  the  vast  aasembla^  rf 

riety  as  that  to  which  I  allude ;  and,  from  peiw  shining  poinu  which  adorn  the  caoopy  of  ibek 

oaiving  the  bearing  of  every  discussion  on  the  habitation,  and  the  ends  ihoy  are  dertined  u 

great  realities  of  religion  and  a  future  state,  accomplish  in  the  plan  of  the  Creator's  opera. 

might  be  led  to  more  serious  inquiries  afier  the  twos,  they  consider  as  no  part  of  their  prov»« 

path  that  leads  to  immortality.    In  a  word,  to  to  inquire. 

associate  and  to  amalgamate,  as  it  were,  the  "Tbelr  minds,  (klr  science  never  unght  to  itny 

arto  and  sciences,  and  every  department  of  use-  Far  as  the  solar  worlds,  Or  mlUcy  waj." 

litl  knowledge,  with  divine  subjects,  is  to  conse-  How  very  different,   in  point  of  variety,  d 

crate  them  to  their  original  and  legitimate  ends,  grandeur,  and  of  extent,  are  the  views  of  the 

and  to  present  religion  to  the  eyes  of  men,  in  man  who  connects  all  the  ditiTereM  departoKati 

its  most  sublime,  and  comprehensive,  and  at-  of  knowledge,  and  the  discofveries  of  scieace, 

tractive  form,  corresponding  to  what  appears  to  with  his  prospects  of  God*s  universal  domiaiia 

be  the  design  of  the  Creator,  in  all  the  mani-  and  government?    With  his  mental  eyehecai 

r*statioos  he  has  given  of  himself,  in  the  system  traverse  the  diflercnt  regions  of  the  earth,  ad 

of  nature,  in  the  operations  of  Providence,  and  penetrate  into  the  ino«t  dis'anl  and  retired  re> 

in  the  economy  of  redemption.  cesses  where  human  beings  have  their  rrsideorr. 

— He  can  contemplate  and  adore  the  condud  «f 

II. — Bt/  otnnecling  tcienee  voith  rdigkmy  Chru-  divine  sovereignty,  in  leaving  so  many  natioai 

Hani  uxndd  be  enabled  to  take  ah  extkhsive  to   grope  amidst  the  darkneu  of  heathen  ids* 

suavEr  or  the  kiivodom  of  God.  latry, — he  can  (race  the  keans  of  the  Son  d 

righteousness,  as  they  graduaMy  rise  to  illumiai 

How  very  narrow  and  limited  are  tho  view*  the  benighted  tribes  of  men, — be  oao  direct  hm 

of  most  professors  of  religion   respecting  the  prayers,  with  intelligence  and  ienrour,  in  bvksK 

universal   kingd(>m  of  Jehovah,  and  the  range  of  particular  kindredb  and  people, — he  can  de> 

of  his  operations!    The  views  of  some  iixiivi-  vise,  with  judgment  and  diacriminacion,  schenei 

duals  are  confined  chiefly  within  the  limits  of  for  carrying  the  *'  Salvation  of  God"  into  effect, 

their  own  parish,  or  at  farthest,  ecteod  only  to  — he  can  realize,  in  some  measure,  to  his  wintd 

the  blue  mountains  that  skirt  their  horizon,  and  sight,  the  glorious  and  happy  scenes  whidi  «il 

form  the  boundary  of  their  sight    Within  this  he  displayed  in  the  (uture  ages  of  time,  wbel 

narrow  circle,  all  their  ideas  ofGod,  of  religion,  *<the  kingdoms  of  this  world  ^all  become  tki 

and  of  the  relations  of  intelligent  beings  to  each  kingdom  of  our  Lord,  and  of  his  Christ,**  aa' 

other,  are  chiefly  confined.     There  are  others,  when  the  "  everlasting  gospel*'  shall  be  pd^ 

who  form  an  extensive  class  of  our  population,  lished,  and  its  blessings  diMributed  among  il 

whose  ideas  are  confined  nearly  to  tlte  county  in  who  dwdl  upon  the  (ace  of  the  earth.    He  em 

which  they  reside,  and  to  the  adjacent  districts;  bound  fixrni  this  earth  to  the  planetary  weiUt, 

and  there  are  few,  comparatively,  whose  views  and  survey  fu  more  spacious  gidbes,  peopM 

extend  beyond  the  confines  of  the  kingdom  to  with  a  Jiigher  order  of  inteUigeaces,  airaaged 

which  they  bekmg — though  tha  whole  island  in  and  ■apanntended  by  the  name  AlaMi[faty6<^ 

which  wacwMaia  leas  thM  the  tw*-tbfiiiandth  reign,  who  *<  dalh  Mo«idi«|  to  hia  wil  MMf 
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inb&Ditants  of  the  earth.**    He  can  wing  his  heavens  :  Lo !  these  are  only  parts  of  his  ways ; 

y  beyood  the  visible  regi(Mi  of  the  sky,  liJi  he  but  how  little  a  portion  is  heard  of  him,  and  the 

1  himself  surrounded  on  every  hand  with  suns  thunder  of  his  power  who  can  understand  7— > 

1  systems  of  worlds,  rising  to  view  in  bound-  The  Lord  hath  prepared  his  throne  in  the  bea- 

I  perspective,  throughout  the  tracts  of  immen-  yens,  and  his  kingdom  ruletli  over  all. — O  Lord 

r— -diversified  with  scenes  of  magnificence,  our  God  !  how  excellent  is  thy  name  in  all  the 

1  with  beings  of  every  order — all  under  the  earth !  who  hast  set  thy  glory  i^ve  the  heavens, 

remment  and  the  wise  direction  of  Him  who  When  I  consider  thy  heavens,  the  work  of  thy 

ules  amon^  the  armies  of  heaven,"  and  who  fingers,  the  moon  and  the  stars,  which  thou  iiast 

ceserveth  them  all,"  and  whom  the  "  host  oi  ordained ;  what  is  num,  that  thou  art  mindful  of 

iven  worship"  and  adore.     He  can  soar  be-  him ! — His  kingdom  u  an  everlasting  kingdom  ; 

id  them  all  to  the  throne  of  God,  where  angels  honour  and  majesty  are  before  htm  ;  ail  the  in^ 

I  archangels,  cherubim  and  seraphim,  celebrate  habitant*  of  the  earth  are  reputed  as  nothing  in 

praises  of  their  Sovereign  Lord,  and  stand  his  tight j  and  he  doth  according  to  his  will  in  the 

dy  to  announce  his  will,  by  their  rapid  flight  army  of  heaven,  and  among  the  inhabitants  of 

iie  most  distant  provinces  of  his  empire.    He  the  earth. — He  measures  the  waters  in  tiie  hoi- 

I  descend  from  that  lofty  eminence  to  this  ter-  low  of  his  hand  ;  he  meteth  out  heaven  with  a 

trial  world,  allotted  for  his  temporary  abode,  span,  and  oomprohendelh  the  dust  of  the  earth  in 

I  survey  another  unbounded  province  of  the  a  measure.— He  sitteth  upon  the  circle  of  the 

pire.  of  God,  in  those  living  workb  which  lie  earth,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof  are  as  grass- 

from  the  unassisted  sight,  and  which  the  hoppers.— I  have  made  the  earth,  and  created 

axMoope  alone  can  doacry.     Ho  can  here  man  upon  it ;  I,  even  my  hands,  have  stretched 

ceive  the  same  Hand  and  Intelligence  which  out  the  heavens,  and  all  their  host  have  I  com- 

9Ct  the  rolling  worlds  above,  and  marshal  all  manded.— The  Most  High  dwelleth  not  in  tem« 

angelic  tribes— organizing,  arranging,  and  pies  made  with  hands  ;   for  the  heaven  is  his 

'eming  the  countless  myriads  of  animated  throne,  and  the  earth  is  his  footstool.— With 

stence  which  people  the  surface  of  a  muddy  God  is  awful  majesty.— Great  things  doth   He, 

>l.    He  can  speed  his  course  from  one  of  these  which  we  cannot  comprehend;  yea,  the  Lord 

lartments  of  Jehovah's  kingdom  to  another,  sitteth  King  for  ever. — Praise  ye  the  Lord  in  the 

,  astonished  and  overwhelmed  with  tlie  order,  heavens ;  praise  him  in  the  heights  ;  praise  him, 

grandeur,  and  extent  of  the  wondrous  scene,  all  his  angels  ;   praise  ye  him,  all  his  hosts, 

is  constrained  lo  exdairo,  "  Great  and  mar-  Praise  him,  sun  and  moon ;   praise  him,  all  ye 

lous  are  thy  works,  Lord-Grod  Almighty!"  stars  of  light ;  praise  him,  ye  heaven  of  heavens. 

?hine  understanding  is  infinite !"    The  limits  Praise  him,  ye  kings  of  the  earth,  and  all  people, 

thy  dominions  are  "  past  finding  out !"  princes  and  judges  of  the  earth  ;  both  young 

}y  taking  such  extensive  surveys  of  the  em-  men  and  maydens  ;  old  men  and  chiMren — 1^ 

D  of  Jehovah,  we  are  enabled  to  perceive  the  them  praise  the  name  of  the  Lord ;  for  his  name 

rit  and  references  of  those  sublime  passages  in  alone  is  excellent,  his  glory  is  above  the  earth 

■acred  writings  which  proclaim  the  majesty  and  heaven." 

Sod,  and  the  gk>ry  of  his  kingdom.     Such        These  sublime  descriptions  of  the  supremacy 

■ages  are  difTusely  scattered  through  the  in-  of  God,  and  of  the  grandeur  of  his  kingdom, 

red  volume,  and  have  evidently  an  extent  of  must  convince  every  reflecting  mind,  of  the  in« 

irence  far  beyond  what  b  generally  conceived  conceivable  magnificence  and  extent  of  that  do- 

the  great  mass  of  the  Christian  world.    The  minion  "  which  ruleth  over  all."    It  is  quite 

>wing  may  suflice  as  a  specimen  : —  evident,  that  we  can  never  enter,  with  intelli- 

'  Thine,  O  Lord  !  is  the  greatness,  anu  the  genoe,  into  (he  full  import  and  the  grand  refer- 

ry,  and  die  majesty  ;  for  all  in  heaven  and  ences  of  such  exalted  language  employed  by  in- 

th  is  thine  !     Thine  is  the  kingdom,  O  Lord  !  spired  writers,  unless  we  l«ke  into  view  all  the 

ou  art  exalted  above  all,  thou  reignest  over  all,  discoveries  which  science  has  made,  both  in  the 

I  in  thine  hand  is  power  and  might.— Behold,  earth  and  in  the  heavens,  respecting  the  variety 

heaven,  and  the  heaven  of  heavens,  is  the  and  extent  of  the  dominions  of  the  Creator.     If 

rd's  ;   the  earth  also,  with  all  that  therein  is.  the  "  kingdom  of  the  most  High"  were  as  limited 

Vscribe  ye  greatness  to  our  God  ;  for  there  is  in  its  range  a^  most  Christians  seem  to  conceive, 

le  like  unto  theCrod  of  Israel,  who  rideth  upon  such  descriptions  might  be  considered  as  mere 

heavens  in  his  strength,  and  in  his  excellency  hyperboles,  or  bombast,  or  extravagant  dedama- 

Jiesky.  Thou,  even  thou,  art  Lord  alone ;  thou  tion,  which  far  exceeds  the  bounds  of"  truth  and 

i  made  heaven,  the  heaven  of  heavens,  with  soberness.**     But  we  are  certain,  that  the  con- 

tbeir  host;  the  earth,  and  all  things  that  aie  ceptions  and  the  language  of  mortals  can  never 

rein ;  the  ssa,  and  all   that  is  therein ;  and  go  beyond  the  reality  of  ««^iat  actually  exists 

a  preservest  them  all,  and  the  host  of  heaven  within  the  boundless  precincts  of  Jehovah's  em- 

vhippeth  thee.— He  divideth  the  sea  by  his  pire.    For  <'  who  can  utter  the  mighty  acts  of 

rwi  by  hii  Spirit  he  hath  garnished   the  the  Lord?*'  or  <*  who  can  show  forth  off  his 
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fimwt  ?**     The  language  and  deeeriptioas  to  jority  of  thoee  who  proftn  the  religion  oT Jcfoi. 

vHiich  we  have  now  adverted,  aeem  to  have  had  And  how  can  tliey  be  supponrd  to  be  qualified  to 

n  proepective  reference  to  later  and  more  en-  enter  into  the  spirit  of  this  doty,  and  to  prodaia 

lightened  times,  when  more  eitensive  prospects  to  others  "  the  glorious  majesty  of  God*8  \aa^ 

of  GkKl*s  dominions  would  be  opened  up  by  the  domi*'  unless  such  sutigects  be  illuatrmted  is  sn> 

exertions  of  human  intellect.     And  were  we  to  mifedfllai/,  and  proclaimed  with  becoming  eoec|7, 

search  the  records  of  literature,  in  ancient  or  both  from  the  pulpit  and  from  the  press  ?  Then 

modem  times,  we  should  find  no  descriptions  nor  powerful  engines,  when  conducted  with  jud|inMt 

language  of  such  dignified  nature  as  to  expre«s  and  discrimination,  are  capable  of  producing « 

the  views  and  feelings  of  on  enlightened  Christian  the  mass  of  mankind  a  tone  of  thinking,  and  m 

philosopher,  when  ho  contemplates  the  sublimity  enlargement  of  conception,  on  such  subjeeli^ 

and  extent  of  divine  operations— except  those  which  no  other  means  can  easily  efiecl ;  aal  it 

which  are  to  be  found  in  the  inspired  volume —  is  to  be  hoped,  that  more  preciae  mad  hmiMOi 

the  strength,  and  majesty,  and  comprehension  of  details,  and  more  vigour  and  animatkn,  will  ssoa 

which  no  human  language  can  ever  exceed.  be  displayed,  in  this  respect,  than  in  the  aga 

Again,  by  familiarizing  our  minds  to  such  ex-  that  are  past, 
tendmi  prospects  of  God's  universal  kingdom,  we         There  is  a  certain  principle  of  ssysfaieas  whick 

•hall  be  qualified  and  disposed  to  comply  with  pervades  the  minds  <^  many  professed  religioih 

the  injunctions  of  Scripture,  which  represent  it  ists,  which  leads  them  to  conclude,  that,  if  ihej 

as  an  imperious  duty,  to  communieate  to  the  mindt  can  but  secure  their  own  persons^  safasfieii,  they 

iff  othtn  mtJi  eUnated  oonceptUmM.    This  duty  is  need  give  themselves  no  trouble  about  the  ^ory 

•njoined  in  numerous  passages  of  Sacred  Scrip-  and  extent  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Most  Higb. 

ture,  particularly  in  the  book  of  Psalms :  **  De-  *'  What  need  we  care,*'  say  they,  *'  about  natkai 

dare  his  glory  among  the  heathen,  and  his  in  the  far-distant  parts  of  tho  world,  and  abosi 

wonders  among  all  people. — I  will  extol  thee,  tho  planets  and  the  stars ;  our  business  is  to  tt> 

■y  GKxl,  O  King. — One  generation  shall  praise  tend  to  the  spiritual  interests  ofoor  soula.'*  Sock 

thy  works  to  another,  and  shall  declare  thy  persons  seem  neither  to  understand  in  what  sal* 

mighty  acts.— I  will  speak  of  the  glorious  honour  vation  reaHy  consists,  and  what  is  coododvc  to 

of  thy  majesty,  and  of  thy  wondrous  works.  And  their  spiritual  interests,  nor  to  appreciate  dM« 

nen  shall  speak  of  the  might  of  thy  terrible  acts ;  tempers  and  habits  which  will  qualify  then  fcr 

and  shall  declare  thy  greatness.    AU  thy  works  the  enjoyment  of  eternal  life.     It  toras  but  t 

■hall  praise  thee,  O  Lord  ;  and  thy  saints  shall  very  slender  evidence  of  their  pussmiiii^  aif 

bless  thee.     They  shall  tpetdt  of  the  glory  of  thy  sps[rk  of  Christianity  at  all,  if  they  widi  to  reH 

kingdomi  and  talk  of  thy  power ;  to  make  known  satisfied  with  the  most  vague  and  grovellii^  eoa* 

fo  the  tons  of  men  thy  mighty  aet$^  and  the  glo-  ceptions,  and  if  they  do  not  ardently  aspire  after 

rioue  majetfy  of  thy  kingdom ."  *    When  we  look  a  more  enlarged  view  of  the  attributes  of  God,  <i( 

around  us  in  the  world,  and  in  the  visible  church,  the  glory  of  his  empire,  and  of  whatever  naj 

and  mark  the  conceptions  and  the  conversation  tend  to  expand  their  conceptions  of  **  the  inberiw 

of  the  members  of  religious  societies,  we  need  ance  of  the  saints  in  light.'*     We  have  oAea 

scarcely  say 'how  little  this  ennobling  duty  is  at-  been  astonished  at  the  opinions  of  some  of  tfaoM 

tended  to  by  by.  the  mass  of  those  who  bear  the  who  move  in  a  higher  sphere  of  intelligence, 

Christian  name.     We  ht-ar  abundance  of  idle  vidio  seem  to  consider  it  as  a  matter  of  pauv  m> 

chat  about  the  fashions  and  the  politics  of  the  d^erence,  whether  or  not  Christians  shouklattaii 

day — how  Miss  A.  danced  so  gracefully  at  the  to  the  highest  conception  in  their  power  of  tks 

ball,  and  how  Miss  B.  sung  so  sweetly  at  the  Grod  whom  they  worefaip,  and  of  his  bouKflen 

concert ;  how  Mr.  C.  acted  his  part  so  well  in  dominions ;   because    they  conceive  that  sock 

the  character  of  Rob  Roy,  and  how  Mr.  D.  made  views  are  not  essentially  connected  with  saha- 

such  a  flaming  speech  at  the  corporation  dinner,  tion  ?    Though  they  may  not  have  been  rssea* 

We  listen  to  slanderous  conversation,  and  hear  tial  to  the  salvation  o^  men  in  the  dark  ages  thai 

abundance  of  mean,  and  base,  and  uncharitable  are  past,  or  to  obscure  tribes  of  people  at  prrseot, 

insinuations  against  our  neighbours  ;  which  in-  who  have  no  access  to  the  proper  sources  cf  kh 

dicate  the  operation  of  malice,  hatred,  envy,  and  fonnation,  yet,  since  God,  in  the  course  of  kit 

other  malevolent   tempers.     We   spend   whole  providence,  which  guides  all  human  inventioM 

hours  in  boisterous  disputations  about  metaphy-  and  discoveries,  has  disclosed  to  us  a  far  owrs 

sical  subtleties  in  religion,  and  questions  "  which  expansive  view  of  the  *'  glory  of  his  kiogdaS," 

gender  strife  rather  than  godly  edifying;"   but  than  former  ages  could  obtain,  for  the  purp<«e of 

'*  to  speak  of  the  glory  of  God's  kingdom,  and  illustrating  the  revelations  of  his  word— >wh4ini 

to  talk  of  his  potoer,"  with  the  view  of  "  making  dare  to  assert,  that  the  nmn  who  has  accem,  by 

known  to  the  sons  of  men  his  mighty  works,"  is  his  studious  efforts,  to  contemplate  this  wondrooi 

a  duty  which  remains  yet  to  be  learned  by  a  ma-  scene,  and  to  display  its  grandeur  to  others,  lad 

yet  wilfully  shuts  bis  eyes  on  the  divins  ^ory 

*Pialmoxlv.  aadzcvl.  9,4.  therein  di^ayed,  does  not  thereby  fanaid  dw 
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9  displea8ur«  7    lo  thii  point  of  viow,  tho  may  talk  about  purely  ipirkuat  ideat,  it  is  quit9 

'ing  passaj^a  deserves  a  serious  cnnsidera-  evident,  from  the  nature  of  things,  and  from  the 

"  Because  they  regard  not  the  works  of  very  constitution  of  man,  that  we  can  have  no 

[>rd,  northe  operations  of  his  hands,  he  shall  ideas  at  all  without  the  intervention  of  ssnsiUe 

>y  them,  and  not  build  them  up."  We  have  otffedt.  And,  therefore,  if  we  would  wish  to  form 

sitation  in  admitting,  thai  persons  may  have  the  most  sublime  conceptions  of  ,Gud  himself, 

led  salvation  who  never  saw  more  of  the  we  must  endeavour,  in  the  first  place,  to  take  the 

j  writings  dian  what  is  contained  in  the  most  extensive  views  which  science  and  revela- 

1  of  Mark,  or  in  one  of  PauPs  epistles ;  tion  exhibit,  of  bis  vast  dominions.     We  must 

hat  would  we  say  of  the  man  who  had  ao-  endeavour  to  form  some  adequate  idea  of  the 

0  all  the  revelations  of  heaven  we  now  pos-  wide  extent  of  the  globe  on  which  we  dwell,  its 
and  y^t  confined  his  attention  solely  to  a  diversified  scenery,  and  the  numerous  tribes  of 
er  or  two  in  the  New  Testament,  and  would  human  beings,  and  other  animated  existences, 
eign  to  kx>k  into  any  other  part  of  the  in-  visible  and  invisible,  which  people  its  different 

1  volume  ?  We  should  not  hesitate  at  once  provinces.  We  must  explore  the  vast  regions  of 
•nounce  that  such  a  person  was  grossly  de-  *  the  planetary  system,  and  compare  the  bulk  of 
t  in  his  duty,  and  devoid  of  that  reverence  the  earth,  largo  as  it  is,  with  some  of  those 
lubmission  which  are  due  to  the  oracles  of  more  magnificent  globes,  which  wodd  contain  a 

And,  tf  it  be  admitted,  that  the  person  thousand  worlds  as  large   as  ours.    We  must 

las  access  to  the  bible,  and  who  refiMes  to  next  wing  our  way,  in  imagination,  over  a  space 

e  its  important  contents,  is  guilty  of  a  cri-  which  a  cannon-ball,  flying  five  hundred  miles 

neglect,  we  do  not  see  how  the  man,  who  every  hour,  would  not  traverse  in  ten  hundred 

ee  access  to  the  other  vokinlto  of  God*s  re-  thousand  years,  till  we  arrive  at  the  nearest  fixed 

on,  and  views  it  as  a  matter  of  mere  indif^  stars,  and  find  ourselves  in  the  centre  of  thoo- 

.e  whether  he  looks  into  into  it  or  not,  can  sands  of  systems  and  worMs,  arranged  at  im- 

emed,  in  this  respect,  entirely  innocent,  measurable  distances  firom  one  another.    We 

M  understood,  that  wo  shall  be  judged  ao-  must  pats  fi-om  one  nebula,  or  cluster  of  systems, 

ig  to  the  light  and  privileges  we  enjoy,  and  to  another  ;  continuing  our  excursions  as  far  as 

w  we  make  of  them,  in  our  improvement  the  eye  or  the  telescope  can  direct  our  view ; 

knowledge  of  Qod — we  would  deem  it  a  and,  when  the  aid  of  artificial  instruments  begins 

ious  position  for  any  one  to  support,  that  to  fail,  our  imagination  must  still  take  its  flight 

Mention  to  the  visible  gkiries  of  the  kingdom  far  beyond  the  boundaries  of  mortal  vision,  and 

id,  and  to  the  '  declaration  of  his  wonders  add  system  to  system,  and  nebula  to  nebula, 

;  the  people,'  is  a  matter  either  of  indifTer^  through  the  boundless  regions  of  sp%ce,  till  we 

or  of  trivial  importance.'*  arrive  at  the  grand  centre  i>f  the  universe,  the 

r,  l^  it  be  coniidered,  further — that  on  the  throne  of  G^od,    around  which  all  worids  and 

I  <2f  our  view  reapeetmg  the  univereal  king',  beings  revolve,  where  *'  thousands  thousands"  of 

f  God  depend*  our  coneeptimu  of  the  ma-  bright  intelligences  "  minister  to  Him,  and  ten 

md  glory  of  the  Creator  hxmedf.    We  be*  thousand  times  ten  thousand  stand  before  him.*' 

acquainted  with  the  nature  of  God,  only  in  We  must  consider  all  this  ntagnificent  assi'm- 

as  he  has  manifested  himself  to  us  by  ex*  blage  of  objects,  not  merely  as  so  many  masses 

operations,"^  and  in  so  far  as  we  fiirmjust  of  inert  matter,  or  as  a  grand    raree-show,  to 

ptions  of  these  operations.    If  we  conceive  daxzle  the  eyes  of  a  few  hundreds  of  human 

mpire  as   included  within  the  bounds  of  spectators,— -but  as  destined  fur  purposes  worthy 

r  or  ninety  thousand  miles,  our  conceptions  of  the  plans  and  the  intelligence  of  Hira  who  is 

Sovereign  of  that  empire  will  be  circum-  "  the  only  wise  God," — as  peopled  with  nume- 

d  within  nearly  the  same  limiti.    The  mind  rous  orders  of  intelligent  beings,  whose  physical 

iry  reasonable  man  must,  indeed,  admit  the  and  moral  economy  is  superintended  and  direct- 

ct  proposition,  "  That  the  Divine  Being  edby  Him*  who,  at  the  same  time,  rules  amidst 

nite,  and,  consequently,  fills  all  space  with  the  tumults  of  human  revolutions,  and  governs 

esence."    But  this  infinity,  in  our  view,  the  living  myriads  which  people  a  drop  of  water. 

Iiing  more  than  a  oague  conception  of  empty  In  this  way,  then,  do  we  come  to  acquire  the 

eatending  a  Utile  way  beyond  the  qthere  most  extensive  views  of  the  amplitude  and  glory 

vieibU  cperaUone.    The  mind  must  have  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Most  High;  and  it  is  only 

material,  visible,  or  tangible  objects  to  rest  by  the  same  process  of  thought  that  we  can  ever 

and  to  guide  it  in  its  excursions,  when  it  attain  the  most  exalted  conceptions  of  the  attri- 

attempt  to  form  the  most  definite  and  com-  butes  of  its  almighty  Sovereign.  For  our  views  of 

isive  conceptions  of  an  infinite,  eternal,  the  Sovereign  of  the  universe  mutt  always  corres- 

nrisible  existence.     For  however  much  we  pond  with  our  views  of  the  extent  and  magntfi- 

_  _  ,    ,  .  .^          .*   .  ..       ^  ^  ._  cenco  of  those  dominions  which  sprang  from  his 

re  I  Include  the  manifestations  of  Deity,  as  --,.,:-«  k.«<i  .tU  ^^  .^;^  uJZiS^  ««»«^* 

ted  both  In  divine  reveUUon,  and  In  the  s/s-  c'«»*">8  hand,  and  over  which  he  every  moment 

'  nature.  prttidet.   Hit  titeMe  aoiMt  Ibf  ever  numm  ioH 
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perceptible  to  finite  roinds ;  fir  he  is  "  the  Kiag  movement*  of  the  mat  riel  a^rstem,  ftod  the  m 
eternal,  immortml,  and  inJombU^  dwelling  in  that  aitire  and  rational  beings  with  which  it  ia  peofiM. 
light  which  no  man  can  approach  unto,  whom  no  It  is  endent,  that,  in  proportion  as  our  vie«n  d 
man  bath  seen,  or  con  tee.  From  his  nature,  as  a  the  Creator's  dominions  are  extended,  our  ticsi 
spiritual  unoompoonded  substance,  and  from  bis  of  his  providence  will,  to  a  certain  extent,  be  |^ 
immensity,  as  filling  infinite  space  with  his  pre-  portionablv  enlarged.  For  wherever  worlds  sdI 
sence,  it  appears  impossible,  in  the  very  nature  of  beings  exist,  there  will  Ghxi  be  fbmid,  preservii^ 
things,  that  the  glory  of  his  perfections  can  be  dis-  superintending,  and  govenang  the  movemeiMs«( 
played  in  any  other  way  than  through  the  medium  all  creatures  and  events.  It  is  chii'fly,  bowevtr, 
of  the  visible  operations  nfhis  hands,  or  in  the  dis-  in  the  world  in  whidi  we  reside,  that  the  div» 
pensations  of  his  providence  towards  particular  sified  dispensations  of  Providence  can  be  dii- 
worids  or  classes  of  intelligences.  And  if,  in  the  tinctly  traced.  Now  an  acquaintance  with  ^ 
future  world,  the  soub  of  good  men  will  enjoy  a  prominent  parts  of  the  different  branches  of 
more  glorious  display  than  at  present,  of  the  at-  knowledge  to  which  I  have  already  adverted, 
tributes  of  Deity,  it  will  be  owing  chiefly  to  their  would  emdde  ns  to  take  a  particular  and  ceai- 
being  placed  in  more  favourable  circumstances  prehensive  view,  not  only  of  the  ways  of  God 
than  they  now  are,  for  comemplating  this  display ;  to  man,  but  also  of  his  arrangements  in  referenee 
to  their  fiicuities  being  more  invigorated;  and  toall^ubordinate  creatures  and  events, 
every  physical  and  moral  impediment  to  their  From  the  inspired  history  of  the  OU  Testa- 
exercise  being  completely  removed  ;  so  as  to  ment,  we  can  trace  the  prominent  lines  of  the 
enable  them  to  perceive  more  clearly  than  they  dispensations  of  God  towards  man,  panicuIaHj 
now  do,  the  unbounded  displays  he  has  given  of  in  regard  to  the  Israelitee  and  the  sunoundinc 
his  power,  wisdom,  and  benevolence.  And,  if  nations— from  the  creation  to  a  period  about  4O0 
we  expect  to  be  introduced  to -this  state  of  en-  years  before  the  coming  of  Christ.  But  in  order 
Urged  vision,  when  we  pass  fi'om  the  scenes  of  to  perceive  the  fiulher  progress  and  bearings  (n 
mortality,  it  cannot  be  a  nuttier  of  mere  indiffet"  these  lines  till  the  commencement  of  the  liv^ 
met,  even  now,  whether  or  not  our  minds  are  Testament  economy,  we  must  have  recourse  to 
prepared  for  such  exalted  employments,  by  eor  the  most  authentic  records  of  profane  history, 
deavouring  to  form  the  most  ample  conceptions  From  the  era  uf  the  birth  of  Christ  to  near  the 
of  the  attributes  of  GKxl  which  can  be  obtained  dose  of  the  first  century,  we  can  acquire,  from 
through  the  medium  of  his  word,  and  by  a  con-  the  evangdists  and  the  history  of  the  apostles, 
templation  of  the  variety  and  magnificence  of  his  a  particular  account  of  tho  life  of  Christ,  of  the 
works.  In  the  prospect  of  that  world  where  we  events  which  preceded  and  accompanied  the 
hope  to  spend  an  interminable  existence,  it  must  finishing  of  tho  work  of  redemption,  and  of  the 
also  be  interesting  to  ascertain,  whether  or  not  progress  of  the  gospel  through  Jodeaand  the  ad- 
the  dominions  of  the  tmiversal  Sovereign  pre-  jacent  countries.  But  after  this  fjbriod  we  hare 
sent  such  an  extent  of  empire,  and  such  a  variety  no  irutpind  guide  to  direct  us  in  tracing  the  di« 
of  objects,  that  new  scenes  of  wonder  and  glory  vine  dispensations  towards  the  various  nations 
may  be  expected  to  bo  displayed  in  continual  of  the  earth  ;  and,  therefore,  we  must  have  re- 
succession,  for  tho  contemplation  and  entertain-  course  to  the  annals,  memoirs,  chronicles,  and 
menl  of  holy  beings,  while  eternal  ages  are  roll-  other  records  of  the  liisii>ry  of  nations,  down  lo 
ing  on.  And,  on  this  point,  the  discoveries  of  the  period  in  which  we  live ;  otherwise  we  could 
science  confirm  and  illustrate  the  notices  of  hea-  never  contemplate  the  continued  scries  of  evrnif 
venly  glory  and  felicity  recorded  in  the  inspired  in  the  divine  economy  towards  the  inhabitants  of 
volume,  and  lead  us  to  rest  with  full  assurance  our  world.  Unless  men  of  learning  and  of  ob- 
on  the  prophetic  dedaration,  that  *'  eye  hath  not  servation  had  recorded  the  prominent  &cts  whidi 
seen,  nor  ear  heard,  nor  hath  it  entered  into  the  have  occurred  in  the  history  of  nations,  for  1700 
heart  of  man  to  conceive,  the  things  which  God  years  past,  we  must  have  remained  almost  as  ig* 
hath  prepared  for  them  that  love  him."  norant  of  the  dispensations  of  God  towards  our 

_,_       _               ^«      ^i    J-          •       r   — :    ^  race,  during  that  period,  as  the  inhabitants  of  the 

III. — By  connecting  the  ducovenet  of  tamoe  ,     \  ^  \z^         j       i               .  j    .u 

.  .    ^,.  .       ..  ^    •  J      r  ^i_'_^-              I J  planet  Saturn  :  and  unless  we  study  the  evcat* 

lath  rehgton.  the  fiundt  of  Chnatiani  would  f.              _j  j  •    .u        •.•          r  »i:     u-  .    •  - 

.         .,j..i                •'•,        J     thus  recorded  m  the  writings  of  the  historian, 

be  enabled  to  take  a  mare  minute  and  campr^  ^  contemplate  their  varied  aspect,  and  bearin<!S 

hensive  eurryey  of  the  operation,  or  fbo-  .^  ^^^  ^     ^^^  ^.^,^^  reveUtiSn.  we  must  sti 

^''^^^^^'  remain  ^orant  of  the  grand  ^lovements  and 

Providence  is  that  superintendence  and  care  tendencies  of  divine  providence.    This  sin^ 

which  God    exercises  over  all  creatures  and  circumstance  shows,  in  the  dearest  light,  that  it 

events,  in  order  to  accomplish  the  eternal  pur-  is  the  intention  of  God,  that  we  should  learn  the 

poses  of  his  will.    In  creation,  God  brought  the  operations  of  his  providence  from  the  researches 

universe  out  of  nothing,   and  arranged  all  its  of  science  and  history,  as  well  as  from.the  records 

provinces  and  inhabitants  in  due  order.    By  of  revelation ;  and  that  the  scriptures,  though  tbey 

his  prooicianet  he  supports  and  governs  all  the-  contain  every si^cmaCMroJ  diaootery  reqidnie  to 
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our  happthan,  are  not  of  ihemselvM  suflScient  to  liTes."  From  anatomy  and  physiology ^  we 
preient  ns  with  a  connected  view  of  tlie  promi-  learn,  how  *'  fearfully  and  wonderfully  wu  are 
Dont  ditpenaatiom  of  heaven,  from  the  creation  made  and  preserved" — that  our  health  and  corn- 
to  the  period  in  which  we  live.  furt  depend  upon  the  regular  action  of  a  ihousaud 

From  the  science  of  geography  we  acquire  a  or^anical  parts  and  functions,  over  whicli  we 
knowledge  of  ihe  extent  of  the  surface  of  the  have  no  control — and  that  our  very  existence 
earth— of  the  various  tribes  of  human  inhabit-  every  moment  is  dependent  on  the  superinteiid- 
•nls  with  which  it  is  peopled— of  the  physical  ence  of  a  Superior  Power,  *'  in  whose  hand 
•apect  of  the  different  climates  they  inhabit — of  otif  breath  is,  and  whose  are  ail  our  ways." 
their  aita,  manners,  customs,  laws,  religion.  By  an  occasional  study,  then,  of  the  subjects 
vices,  wars,  and  political  economy:  and,  conoe-  to  \%hich  we  have  now  alluded,  we  would  gra* 
quenily,  we  can,  in  these  and  similar  respects,  dually  expand  our  conceptions  of  the  range  and 
trace  some  of  the  aspects  of  Divine  Providence  operations  of  Divine  Providence.  Every  geo- 
lowards  them  in  relation  to  their  present  and  fu-  graphical  exploration  of  a  new  region  of  the 
ture  condition.  From  the  same  source,  we  learn  .  globe — every  scientific  improvement  and  disco- 
thenumberof  human  beings  which  theGovemor  very— every  useful  invention — every  eruption 
of  the  world  has  under  his  direction  at  one  of  a  volcano— every  shock  of  an  earthquake — 
time,  which  is  nearly  a  thousand  millions,  or  every  hurricane,  and  storm,  and  tempest — every 
five  hundred  times  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  battle  of  the  warrior — evtfry  revolution  among 
of  Scotland.  From  the  data  afforded  by  this  the  nations— and  every  detail  in  the  newspapers 
science,  we  may  also  form  an  estimate  of  the  we  daily  read,  would  lead  us  to  form  some  coo- 
namber  of  disembodied  spirits  that  have  passed  captions  of  the  providential  purposes  of  Him 
from  this  world  since  the  creation,  and  are  now  who  is  the  Supreme  Disposer  of  all  events. — 
under  the  superintendence  of  the  Almighty  in  the  Even  the  arran^munts  of  Divine  Wisdom, 
invisible  state,  which  cannot  be  much  less  than  with  regard  to  the  economy  of  the  lower  ani- 
145,000  millions ;  and  on  similar  grounds  we  may  mals,  ought  not  tn  be  overlooked  in  such  a  nxu- 
also  learn  the  number  of  rational  beings  that  are  vey.  Wlien  we  consider  the  immense  number 
coming  forward  into  existence,  and  passing  into  and  variety  of  animated  beings — that  there  are 
the  eternal  world  every  day,  which  is  at  least  500  species  of  quadrupeds,  every  species  cun* 
68,000,  and,  consequently,  nearly  50  during  each  taining,  perhaps,  many  millions  of  individuals ; 
pa^sini;  roinnte, — every  individual  of  which,  the  -4000  species  of  birds ;  2500  species  of  fishes  ; 
Supreme  Disposer  of  events  superintends  at  his  700  species  of  reptiles;  and  44,000  different 
entrance  into  life ;  and,  at  his  departure  from  it,  kinds  of  insects,  besides  many  thousands  of 
directs  to  his  reypective  and  eternal  state  of  des-  species  altogether  invisible  to  the  unassisted 
tination.  All  which  circumstances,  and  many  sight'— when  we  consider  that  the  structure  and 
others  of  a  similar  kind,  must  be  taken  into  ac-  or^^anization  of  all  these  different  species  are 
count,  in  order  to  our  forming  a  comprehensive  different  from  each  other,  and  exactly  adapted 
conception  of  the  numerous  bearings  and  the  in-  to  their  various  situations  and  modes  of  exist- 
oessant  agency  of  a  Superintending  Providence,  ence,  and  that  their  multifarious  wants,  in  regard 

From  naiitral  hiatory  we  learn  the  immense  to  food  and  habitation,  are  all  provided  for,  and 

number  and  variety  of  the  subordinate  tribes  of  amply  supplied  "by  Him,  who,  at  the  same  time, 

animated  beings  which  inhabit  the  different  re-  arranges  and  governs  the  affairs  of  ten  thou- 

irionsof  eanh,  air,  and  sea — their  economy  and  sand  worlds — we  roust  be  lost  in  astonishment 

instincts— their  modes  of  existence,  and  the  man-  at    the   greatness    of  that  Intelligence  which 

DPr  in  which  the  Creator  provides   for   their  ^rmed  them,  and   at  the  exuberance  of  that 

various  necessities.    From  an  acquaintance  with  Bounty  which  spreads  so  full  a  table  for  so  ini- 

the  kuiory  of  the  art*'  and  mechanical  inveip'  mense  an  assemblage  of  living  beings !    And 

tiont,  we  learn  the  gradual  manner  in  which  God  were  we  transported  to  other  worlds,  we  should, 

directs  the  movements  of  the  human  mind,  in  doubtless,  behold  still  more  ample  displays  of 

making  those    improvements    and    discoveries  Divine  Beneficence. 

ivhich  have  a  bearing  npon  the  accomplishment  We  are  here  presented  with  a  striking  com- 

ni  his  eternal  plans  of  mercy,  and  which  tend  mentary  on  such  passages  of  the  sacred  volume 

to  enlarge  our  views  of  the  amplitude  and  the  as  these :  "  The  eyes  of  all  look  unto  Thee,  O 

glories  of  his  kingdom.    From  natural  phUoaophy  Lord!  and  thou  givest  them  their  meat  in  due 

and  ekymiatryt  we  learn  the  secondary  causes  or  season.     Thou  openest  thy  hand  liberally,  and 

acibordinate  laws  by  which  the  Almighty  supports  satisfiest  the  desire  of  every  living  thing.    The 

and  directs  the  natural  constitution  of  the  world  earth  is  full  of  thy  riches,  O  Lord !  so  is  the  great 

-—the  wonderful  manner  in  which  our  lives  are  and  wide  sea,  wherein  are  things  creeping  innu- 

•rery  moment  supported — and   the    agencies  merable,  both  great  and  small  beasts.    These  all 

by  which  fire,  air,  light,  heat,  and  fertility  are  wait  upon  thee,  ilnd  thou  givest  them  their  meat 

distributed  through  the  globe,  for  promoting  the  in  due  season.    That  which  thou  givest  them 

comfort  and  happinen  **  of  every  thing  that  they  gather :  Thou  openest  thy  band,  they  are 

65 
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fiUed  with  good.**— ^'  O  Lord,  thou  preserreit  procodure  in  r^raace  to  other  oidem  «r  mnlEi' 

man  and  beast!     How  excdlent  is  thy  loving-  geaces.     Wo  arenoi,  however,  altogether  ifoiK 

kindness !     Therefore  the  children  of  men  shall-  rant  of  some  prominent  features  of  dbe  physical 

put  their  trust  under  the  shadow  of  thy  wings  ;  and  moral  economy  of  other  worlds,  in  cume- 

They  shall  be  abundantly  satisfied  with  the  fat-  qpence  of  the  discoveries  of  modem  aatrcmomimt 

■ess  of  thy  house,"'*'  (of  the  table  thou  hast  science. 

spread  in  thy  world  for  all  thine  o&pring,)  **  and         With  respect  to  their  pkyaiad  eeonomj,  we 
thou  shall  make  them  drmk  of  the  river  of  thy  behold  a  striking  variety  in  the  divine  arrange- 
pleasures."    One  excellent  practical  effect  which  ments.    We  perceive  one  planetary  worU  siv^ 
might  flow  from  such  contemplations  would  be,  rounded  by  two  splendid  ami  magnificent  rings, 
to  inspire  us  with  feelings  of  humanity  towards  one  of  lhemS04tOOO,  and  the  other  184,000  miks 
the  inferior  order  of  animals,  and  to  prevent  us  in  diameter,  stretching  across  its  celestial  cano- 
fiom  wantonly  and  unnecessarily  torturing,  or  py  from  one  end  of  the  heavens  to  another-HBOv- 
depriving  them  of  existence.    For  since  the  Gre-  ing  with  majestic  grandeur  around  its  inhabitants 
ntor  and  Preserver  of  all  has  so  curiously  orgs-  every  ten  hours,  and  difiusing  a  light  equal  to 
nixed  their  bodies,  and  fitted  them  for  the  different  several   thousands  of  moons   like  ours— which 
regions  in  which  they  reside,  and  so  carefully  may  be  considered  as  a  visible  and  permanent 
provided  for  all  their  wants,  it  must  be  His  will  emblem  of  the  majesty  and  glory  oT  their  Cm- 
that  they  shouM  enjoy  happiness  according  to  the  ator.     We  pereeive  connected  with  the  same 
extent  oT their  capacities;  and,  therefore,  they  globe,  seven  moons,  all  larger  than  oun,  ofdiA 
ought  to  be  considered  as  necessary  parts  of  our  ierent  magnitudes,  and  placed  at  different  dis- 
■oblunary  system.    Another  practical  lesson  we  tances,  and  revolving  in  diftreat  periods  of  time 
may  derive  from  such  surveys,  is,  to  place  an  un-  around  that  spacious  worid.    The  diversified  as- 
shaken  dependence  upon  God  for  our  temporal  pects  of  these  rings,  as  viewed  from  the  differeni 
Bobsistonce,  while  we,  at  the  same  time,  exert  regions  of  the  planet  at  difierent  times,  and  the 
all  our   Acuities  in  the  lino   of  active  duty,  variety  of  appearances  produced  by  the  alternate 
'*  Blessed  is  the  man  who  trusteth  in  him ;  fi>r  rising  and  setting,  culmination,  and  freqneat 
there  is  no  want  to  them  that  fear  him.    The  eclipses,  and  other  aspects  of  the  moons,  must 
young  lions  may  suffer  hunger,  but  they  that  fear  present  to  the  hibabitants  a  very  grand  ud  va- 
the  Lord  shall  not  want  any  good  thing.'*     He  ried  and  magnificent  scene  fif  divine  operation.^ 
who  decks  the  lily  of  the  vale,  and  spreads  out  On  the  other  band,  we  behokl  another  planetary 
a  plentiful  table  to  the  fowls  of  heaven,  to  the  globe,  destitute  both  of  rings  and  moons,  bitt 
beasts  of  the  forests,  to  the  creeping  insects,  and  which  has  the  starry  heavens  presented  to  view 
oven  to  the  micigoscopic  animalcule,  will  nevef  neariy  in  the  same  aspect  in  which  we  behak) 
Ikil  to  supply  the  necessary  wants  of  those  who  thern.     We  perceive  a  third  globe  much  larger 
**  do  His  will,  and  hearken  to  the  voice  of  his  than  them  both,  capable  of  containing  200  times- 
commandments."'    And  if,  at  any  time,  we  be  the  number  of  the  iohabitauts  of  our  world — ac- 
found  destitute  of  daily  food,  and  pining  away  in  companied  in  its  course  with  four  moons  to  Aii^ 
penury  and  squalid  disease,  we  have  loo  much  fuse  light  in  the  absence  of  the  sun,  and  lo  di- 
reason  to  conclude,  that  in  one  way  or  another,  versify  the  aspect  of  its  sky.     In  some  of  these 
either  our  deviation  from  the  path  of  rectitude,  worlds,  the  succession  of  day  and  night  is  ac- 
or  our  distrust  of  divine  providence,  or  our  want  romplished  within  the  space  of  ten  hours;  in 
of  prudence  and  economy,  has  procured  for  us  others,  this  revolution  is  not  completed  till  after 
these  things.  the  lapse  of  twenty-four  hours,  or  (^  as  many 
I  have  said,  that  it  is  chiefly  in  the  world  in  days.     In  some,  the  days  and  nights  are  nearly 
which  we  dwell,  that  the  dispensations  of  Pro-  equal  on  every  part  of  their  surface,  and  they 
vidence  can  be  distinctly  traced.     But  we  must  have  little  variety  of  seasons ;  in  othem,  the  ra- 
nevertheless  admit  that   the  ewe  and  superin-  riely  in  the  length  of  the  days,  and  the  vicissi- 
tendence  of  God  are  as  minutely  exercised  in  the  tudes  of  the  seasons,  are  nearly  the  same  as  those 
distant  regions  of  the  universe  as  in  our  terres*  we  experience  in  our  terrestrial  world.     Around 
trial  (^here ;  though  we  are  not  permitted,  at  some  there  appears  a  dense  atmosphere,  while 
present,  to  inspect  the  particular  details  of  His  others  are  environed  with  atmospheres  more  rare 

•  This,  and  several  other  similar  passages,  may  be  *"**  transparent.     Some  move  in  the  vicioilj  oC 

considered  as  more  especially  applicable  to  the  the  sun,  and  enjoy  an  abundant  efflux  of  light 

bounty  of  providence  which  God  »vjvs  provldedfor  ^iid  heat,  while  others  are  removed  to  the  dis- 

all  his  creatures.    The  practice  of  tpiritualizinsr  .  r   •  u.        l     j    j     -n-  ^     -T    t> 

such  passages,  as  It  Is  termed,  has  a  tendency  to  «nce  ol  eighteen  hundred  millions  of  miles  from 

caricature  Scripture,  an«l  to  twl.«?i  li  from  Us  pre-  that  central  luminary.     Some  finish  the  revolo- 

cfte  and  sublime  refer^nros,  to  accord  with  the  va£:ua  ,;«.»  «r  tU^im  „.».  :«  «  r^-.  .».v»*u.  .  ^ci       .l..— 

fkuicles  of  injutllclous  minds.    The  literal  meaiSnjf  ^^  «  "»«»f  ^^^ .»°  *  ^'^^  moxi\ha ;  while  odien 

of  Scripture  is  always  the  most  appropriate,  em-  require  twelve,  thirty,  or  eve.o  eighty  of  our  yean 

phallc.  and  sublime ;  but  it  may.  In  some  cases,  bo  to  complete  their  annual  round.     Some  appeir 
used  hy  way  of  accommod.Htion.  In  illustrating  divine  *^  ~^"w  ■rr*"' 

subjects,  when  it  is  applied  with  Judgment  and  dis- 
•xlminatleo.  -  See  tht  plate,  Fi^  v. 
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vtened  with  majeilic  mountftin  scenery,  and  ven  is  preserred  and  directed,  fn  those  worlds 
others  seem  to  have  great  changes  occasionally  where  there  is  no  change  in  the  succesition  */( 
taking  place  in  their  atraoaphere,  or  on  their  sur-  their  inhabitants— or,  in  other  words,  where  there 
laees.  There  are  four  planetary  bodies  lately  is  no  death,  or  where  they  are  not  produced  ly 
4)iaooyered,  which,  there  is  every  reason  to  be-  ,  <any  process  analogous  to  generation,  but  have  a 
4ieTe,  once  formed  the  component  parts  of  a  large  fixed  and  permanent  residence,  there  will  be  ne 
fl6be  ;  but  by  some  mighty  oaiasirophe  in  the  need  fbr  moral  precepts  oorrespoodiog  to  ilie  hfili 
^lispenaations  of  heaven,  it  appears  to  have  beea  and  the  Seventh  commandroenlsof  our  mural  law  ^ 
burst  asunder  into  the  fragments  we  now  behold,  and  in  those  worlds  where  property  is  ci^mmon, 
If  the  general  proposition  illustrated  in  section  and  the  bounties  of  the  Creator  are  equally  eit- 
>l.  of  the  preceding  chapter  be  admitted,  such  a  joyed  by  all,  there  srill  be  no  necessity  fer  a  law 
4keL  would  seem  to  indicate  that  a  nKNral  rerolv-  -correspoodiag  to  the  eighth  comraandniani ;  but 
Cioo  has  taken  place  among  the  intelligent  beings  the  general  principles  on  which  these  laws  am 
who  had  originally  been  plaoed  in  these  regions ;  founded,  will  be  applicable  to  all  the  uiher  cir- 
«im1  that  their  fate  was  involved  in  the  dreadful  cumstances  and  relations  which  actually  exist ; 
•hock  which  burst  asunder  the  globe  they  inha-  so  that  the  jirmapfo,  and  spirit,  and  essem^  of 
•biied ;  just  as  the  late  of  the  antediluvians  was  our  religion  must  be  common  to  all  the  holy  in- 
involved  in  the  shock  by  which  the  solid  crust  of  habitants  of  the  universe.  And,  therefore,  it 
^Mir  globe  was  disrupted,  at  the  period  of  tbeuni-  will  follow,  that  every  intelligent  being  that  is 
Tersal  deluge.  animated  and  directed  by  such  pnnciples  and  af- 

Theae  are  some  outlines  in  the  economy  of  -fections,  will  be  qualified  for  holding  delightful 

Providence  which  we  can  trace  with  regard  to  intercourse  with  all  holy  beings  ihroughoui  the 

the  arraageroents  of  other  worlds;  but  beyoad  imiverse  of  God,' in  whatever  psovince  of  tlie 

«acb  general  aspects  we  are  not  permitted  to  pe-  Creator's  empire  he  may  hereafter  be  placed  4 

nelrate,  so  long  as  we  sojourn  in  tabernacles  of  and,  to  qualify  iw  for  sudi  harmonious  and  af- 

<Amj,    But  even  such  general  views  afford  some  fectionate  iatercourse,  is  one  great  end  of  the 

•oope  to  the  eontemplative  mind,  for  forming  en-  salvation  exhibited  in  the  gospel.    So  that,  aU 

Urged  coDoeptions  of  the  grandeur  and  diveraity  though  we  cannot,  in  our  present  state,  acquire 

«f  the  diapensations  of  God,  in  the  worlds  which  a  minute  and  comprehenaive  knowledge  of  the 

roll  io  the  distant  regions  of  space.  moral  history  of  other  worlds,  of  the  special  in- 

With  regard  to  their  moral  eamomjf — we  may  terpositiuns  or  manifestations  of  Deity  in  rebi- 

twBi  assured  that  the  prominent  outlines  of  it  are  tion  to  them,  or  of  the  means  by  which  they  are 

«iateriaUy  the  same  as  of  that  economy  which  re-  carried  forward  in  moral  and  iateUeutual  improve- 

Ittea  to  the  inhabitants  of  our  world.    The  fun-  meat — yet  we  can  trace  the  gentral  principles  or 

daaiental  principles  of  the  moral  laws  given  to  laws  which  form  the  basis  of  their  moral  aind  re- 

tnen,  and  which  it  is  the  great  object  of  revela-  ligious  economy.    For  as  the  laws  of  o|>iics,  and 

Cioo  to  support  and  illustrate,  are,  "  Thou  shah  the  principle  of  gravitation,  pervade  the  whole 

iovo  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart  and  u»*  anatenal  qfstem,  as  far  as  tho  universe  is  visible 

derstanding,*'  and,  "  Thou  shalt  love  thy  neigh-  to  our  assisted  vision,  so  the  principle  of  su- 

hour  as  thyseIC"    On  these  two  eonuaandments  prtme  love  to  God,  and  sincere  afiection  to  fel* 

iMng  ail  the  law  and  the  prophets.    Now,  we  Jow-intelligences,  must  pervade  the  iraelleetuai 

tnuat  admit,  fitna  the  nature  of  the  Divine  Being,  imiverse,  wherever  it  extends;  and,  if  any  in- 

MuA  fitHB  tlie  relations  in  which  rational  beings  teliigent  agents  besides  men,  have  violated  these 

«tand  to  Him  and  to  one  another,  that  the  Cre-  laws,  they  must  experience  pain,  and  misery, 

•ator  has  enacted  these  laws,  as  the  great  govern-  and  disorder,  analogous  to  those  which  are  fek 

iag  priaciples  by  which  the  actions  of  all  intel-  hy  the  inhabitants  of  our  apostate  world. 

iigencaa  in  heaven,  as  well  as  upon  earth,  are  to  Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  show,  that  the 

he  directed.    For  the  Governor  of  the  world  can  combination  of  science  with  religion  would  tend 

never  be  supposed  to  issue  a  law  to  any  order  of  to   expand  our  views   of  divine  providence— 

4«tional  creatures,  which  «vould  permit  them  to  in  the  varieus  arrangements  of  God,  in  rela- 

Aals  their  Creator,  or  to  hate  those  whom  he  has  tion  to  the  human  race,  and  to  the  suhurdinate 

ibrmod  aAer  his  own  image.     Such  a  supposition  tribes  of  soisitive  beings— and  ia  reference  ta 

wouU  be  inconsistent  with  the  eternal  rules  of  seme  of  the  prominent  features  of  his  adminia- 

srsetitude,  aad  with  the  perfections  of  Deity — and  trati on  in  distant  worlds.   And,  therefore,  though 

(ha  fiiet  supposed,  (if  it  could  exist,)  would  in-  the  Christian  ought  never  to  overlook  the  ways 

4rodiiee  confusion  and  misery  throughout   the  of  Providence  in  relation  to  himself,  and  to  his 

whole  intelligent  universe.    And,  therefore,  we  spiritual  and  domestic  concerns,  yet  it  would 

most  necessarily  admit,  that  the  laws  to  which  I  argue  a  selfishness  and  a  sottishncss  altogether 

4aaw  advert,  are  binding  upon  all  the  rational  in-  inconsblent  with  the  noble  and  expannive  spirit 

liabitanta  which  exist  throughout  Jehovah's  do-  of  Christianity,  to  overlook  all  the  other  parts 

1;  and  that  it  is  by  these  that  the  moral  of  the  theatre  of  divine  dispensations,  when 

of  all  thejwiacipAlilias  and  powers  of  he»-  a  very  slight  ^degree  of  labour  and  resaasck 
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■nif  ht  be  intnitncatal  io  uafoldiiig  tbem  to  his 
tiewr. 

IV. — The  eowuxian  of  tdenet  iciifc  uHiiion 
would  have  a  tendency  to  induee  upon  Chru- 
tian»  A  SPIRIT  or  libeaalitt,  or  cahdoua, 
and  of  ACCURACY  in  judoiko  or  the  opi- 
nions AMD  ACTIONS  OF  MEN,  and  ^  THE 
DIVINE    PROCEDCRE    AND    OPERATIONS. 

WIk)  is  the  roost  CRndid  mnd  liberal  Being  in 
the  Universe  ?  God. — ^And  why  is  God  lo  be 
considered  as  thcw  inott  liberal  intelligence  Uiat 
exists  7  Because  he  cupbraces  a  minute,  a  full, 
and  comprehensive  view  of  ail  the  circumstances, 
coQoexions,  relations,  habits,  motives,  tempia* 
tions,  modes  of  thinking,  educational  biases, 
physical  atTectioos,  and  other  causes,  that  may 
influence  the  sentiments  or  the  conduct  of  any 
of  his  creatures. — Who  among  created  intelli- 
gences may  be  viewed  as  endowed  with  these 
qualities  in  the  next  degree  ?  The  loftiest  se- 
raph that  God  has  created,  who  has  winged  his 
way  to  numerous  worlds,  and  taken  the  most 
extensive  survey  of  the  dispensations  of  the 
AUnighty,  and  of  all  creatures  and  events. — 
Who,  among  the  sods  of  men,  is  the  most  illi- 
beral and  inaccurate  in  judging  of  opinions,  of 
persons,  and  of  things?  The  man  who  has 
lived  all  his  da)rs  within  the  nnoke  of  his  father*s 
chimney,  or  within  the  confines  of  his  native 
village — who  has  never  looked  beyond  the  range 
of  his  own  religious  party — whose  thoughts  have 
always  run  in  one  narrow  track — whose  reading 
has  been  confined  to  two  or  three  musty  volumes, 
which  have  Iain  for  ages  on  the  same  smoky 
shelt — who  cares  for  nothing  either  in  the  hea- 
vens or  the  earth,  but  in  so  far  as  it  ministers  to 
his  convenience,  his  avarice,  or  his. sensual  en- 
joyment—who will  admit  no  sentiment  to  be 
true,  but  what  he  may  have  heard  broached  by 
his  parson — and  whose  conversation  seldom  rises 
beyond  mere  gossipping  chit-chat,  and  the  slan- 
derous remarks  which  are  circulated  among  his 
neighbours. — Such  characters  are  entirely  un- 
qualified for  fonning  a  correct  judgment,  either  of 
the  sentiments  and  the  actions  of  men,  or  of  the 
works  and  tlie  ways  of  God ;  for  they  are 
cofupleiely  destitute  of  the  requisite  data  where- 
on 10  furm  a  rational  decision  in  relation  to 
either  of  these  subjects. 

It  may  be  admitted  as  a  kind  of  axiom,  in  our 
estimate  of  human  character,  that  in  proportion 
to  the  ignorance  and  the  narrow  range  of  view 
which  characterize  any  individual,  in  a  similar 
proportion  will  be  his  wlmt  of  candour  and  his 
unfitness  for  passing  a  sound  judgment  on  any 
subject  that  is  laid  boforn  him,— and  that  the 
man  who  has  taken  excursions  through  the  widest 
range  of  thought,  accompanied  with  a  corren- 
ponding  improvement  of  his  moral  powers,  will 
Always  bo  the  most  liberal  and  candid  in  his  d*- 


dsioos  on  the  moral  and  inteDeeiual  qvalitici  d 
others.  To  theso  maxims  few  0xcepliDnsml 
generally  be  found.— 4n  forminf  an  iinli|hisM< 
judgment  in  regard  to  any  action  or  ofa^eel,  it  ii 
essentially  requisite,  that  wo  coniemplale  it  ■ 
all  its  different  features  and  aspects,  and  ia  al 
its  minute  circumstances,  bearings,  and  isb* 
tions.  We  would  not  hesitate  ibr  a  mooMit  is 
determine  who  is  best  qualified  to  give  an  aect* 
rate  description  of  a  city^ — h«  who  has  o^ 
viewed  its  spites  from  a  distanee,  while  in  rapii 
motion  in  his  chariot— or  he  who  has  mJaslBfy 
surveyed  all  its  streets,  lanes,  squares,  paUie 
edifices,  and  surrounding  scenery,  in  evsry  ia> 
riety  of  aspect ;  or,  who  appears  most  Iftcfy  is 
form  the  most  accurate  and  enli^teaed  judfMt 
in  relation  to  any  particular  kingdooi^-hevlv 
has  just  dcirted  along  a  few  miles  on  one  ef  IB 
coasts,  or  he  who  has  traversed  its  length  tsd 
breadth  in  all  directions,  and  mingled  withevsi; 
class  of  its  inhabitants.  On  the  same  piinciplei 
it  must  be  admitted,  that  ho  who  has  viewed  n^ 
ligion  in  all  its  aspects  and  bearings,  who  bsi 
taken  the  most  extensive  survey  off  the  maaifbt* 
tations  of  God,  and  (^  the  habits  and  rdatioBi 
of  men,  is  the  best  qualified  to  pronounce  a  cm- 
did  and  acotirate  decision  on  iJI  the  inuBstisil 
and  moral  cases  that  may  come  before  him. 

If  the  spirit  of  the  above  stated  asntimeois  bt 
founded  on  reason  and  on  fact,  it  will  fbUow,  tkt 
the  more  we  resemble  God  in  the  nmptitnds  e( 
our  intellectual  views  and  benevolont  afiedias, 
the  more  candid,  and  liberal,  and  accurate  wil 
our  judgments  be  in  reference  to  all  the  actins, 
objects,  and  relations  we  contemplate.— ^>i  the 
other  hand,  the  roan  who  is  confined  to  a  nanov 
range  of  thought  and  prospect  is  continusEy 
blundering  in  the  estimates  he  forms,  bodi  io 
respect  to  physical  facts,  to  feaeroX  principles, 
and  to  moral  actions.  He  forms  a  premature 
and  uncharitable  opinion  on  every  slander  sad 
report  against  his  neighbour.  He  coodesm, 
without  hesitation,  and  throws  an  unmerited 
odium  on  whole  bodies  of  men,  because  one  or 
two  of  their  number  may  have  dii«played  weak- 
ness or  folly.  He  hates  and  despises  ntea  sad 
their  opinions,  because  they  belong  not  to  bii 
political  or  religious  party.  He  pronounces  bif 
decisions  on  the  nnotives  of  men,  with  as  mueb 
confidence  as  if  he  had  surveyed  their  hesfti 
with  the  eye  of  omniscience.  He  cannot  hesr* 
an  objection  against  his  favourite  opinions  widi 
patience,  nor  an  apology  for  any  set  of  opiaioai 
but  his  own.  He  is  arrogant  and  dogmatical  it 
his  assertions,  and  will  make  no  concessions  to 
the  superior  wisdom  of  others.  He  sets  bi»> 
self,  with  violence,  against  every  proposal  for 
reformation  in  the  churdi,  because  his  fbre&thsn 
never  thought  of  it,  and  becau!«e  such  **  ianevs" 
tions"  do  not  suit  his  humour  and  preconceived 
opinions.  He  decides,  in  the  roost  oooidMl 
tone,  on  what  Ood  emi  and  ssmusC  do.  as  if  kt 
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iMd  tflAcen  the  gaii^e  oT  infinite  perfection;  and     seldom  looks  beyond  the  practncts  of  his  own 

Im  frets  at  the  divine  di^penntions  when  ihey  church  ornittion,  to  observe  the  movei  .••nts  of 

4a  not  exactly  quadrate  witii  hia  own  humourt  the  dtviiie  footntepa  townrds  other  tnt»-^  of  hi« 

and  selfish  views.  (alien  race.     He  overlooks  the  traces  oi' divine 

With  regard  to  the  eperations  of  the  Most  operation  which  are  every  moment  to  Ik*  sei^a 

High,  ha  also  li»rms  the  most  fooiciih,  and  vaeue,  above  and  around  him — and  yet,  in  !)■>'  mid»t 

«IM  cOBtradictory  conorptioos.     Tell  him  of  the  of  all  such  partial  and  contracted  views,  ho  will 

vast  dimensions  of  the  pl<)netary  system,  of  the  sometimes  decide  on  the  wisdom  and  r  'ciitudo 

■MO  and  animals  that  live  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  way^  of  GkxJ,  with  as  much  conli<i'  nee,  a:i 

^  tha  globe,  of  the  ansBdl  and  diurnal  motion  if  he  had  earered  into  the  secret  ceunse!.^  of  the 

of  the  •arth'^that  this  world  and  its  inhabitanrs  Eternal,   and  sHrveyed  the  whole   plan  of  his 

mrs  noving  through  the  regions  of  space  many  procedure. 

tkooaands  of  miles  eviny  hour— that  one  of  the        Such  are  a  few  prrnniaent  outlines  of  ihe  cha- 

l^fanets  is  so  large  that  it  would  contain  1400  racter  of  tliouHands  whose  names  are  enrolled  as 

sporlds  as  spacious  as  our»— that  another  is  fly-  members  of  the  visible  church^whost^  itliboral- 

iflg  throngh  the  tracts  of  immensity,  at  the  rate  ity  and  self^onceit  are  owing  to  the  contracted 

of  a  haadfod  thousand  miles  in  an  hour— and  n<»tions  they  have  formed  of  God  and  of  religion. 

Aat  light  is  darted  from  the  son  with  a  velooity  And,  surefy,  it  must  appear  desirable  to  every 

«r  <19ft,600  miles  in  a  moment  of  time— he  will  enlightened    Christian,  that  all  proper  means 

•tare  at  you  with  astonishment  at  such  extrava-  should  be  ased  to  firevcnt  rational  immortal  be- 

gaDC  assertions,  and  will  sooner  believe  the  slo-  ings  from  remaining  enchained  in  such  mental 

ries  of  giants  tOO  feet  high,  and  of  fairies  that  tiiraldtim. 

caa  enter  in  crowds  throngh  the  key-hole  of  his         On  the  other  hand,  the  man  who  takes  an  en- 
4oor.    Instead  sf  frankly  ackaowledgiag  that  lightened  view  of  all  the  works  and  di<*|>f  nsations 
***  Ho  is  ignorant  of  such  subjects,  and  of  the  of  Gkxl,  aad  of  all  the  circumstances  and  rela- 
srooods  of  soeh  cuaclustans,-^that  those  who  tions  of  subordinate  beings,  necessarily  acquires 
aavo  studied  them  with  intelligence  are  best  ca-  a  nobleness  aad  liberality  of  mind,  and  an  accu- 
pable  sf  JBdging,r-4hat,  if  true,  they  must  fill  racy  in  judging  of  things  human  and  divme, 
«s  with  admiration  of  the  glory  af  God,— >but  which  no  other  person  can  possess.     He  does 
that,  as  he  has  hitherto  had  no  opportunity  of  not  hastily  take  ap  an  evil  report  a^rainst  his 
examining  such  matton,  he  must  suspend  his  neighbour  ;  for  he  considers  how  unfounded  such 
•sscot  till  he  inquire  into  the  reasons  which  caa  reports  ofren  are,  and  how  much  they  are  owing  to 
lie  given  fir  such  amazing  deductions  ;**— instead  the  insinuations  of  envy  or  of  malice.  And  wheu 
■oC  Mich  concessions,  which  are  the  dictates  of  he  can  no  longer  doubt  of  an  evil  action  being 
■wdesty  and  of  oonunon  sense— he  will  tell  yoa  substaatiated  against  any  one,  he  does  not  tri- 
al once,  without  hesitatien,  and  without  a  blush  umph  over  him  in  the  language  of  execration  4 
«X  his  presumptuous  decisions,  that  **  it  is  all  for  he  considers  all  the  circumstances,  relations, 
extravagance,  and  folly,  and  idle  romance,  con-  feelings,  and  temfiCations  with  which  he  may 
trary  to  Scriptare,  and  reason,  and  common  have  been  surrounded;  he  coosidora,  that  ho 
eenae ;"  and  will  not  hesitate  to  brand  you  as  a  bimttelf  is  a  frail  siaful  creature,  and  might  pos- 
iMretic,  for  endeavouring  to  break  loose  his  in-  sibly  have  fallen  in  a  similar  way,  had  he  been 
teiloctul  trammels  I'^us  tacitly  declaring,  that  placed  in  the  same  situation.    He  does  not 
he  is  far  better  qualified  to  pronounce  a  dei:ision  trumpet  forth  the  praises  of  a  man  who  has  per- 
«HI  soeh  topics,  than  all  tho  philosophers  and  formed  ewe  brilliant  benevolent  deed,  as  if  he 
^irines,  aad  all  the  brightest  geniuses  wlio  have  were  a  character  to  be  adnuved  and  eulogized— 
Sppeared  in  the  work!  for  ages  past ;  (hongh  he  while  the  general  course  of  his  life  is  marked 
wUI  at  the  same  time  admit,  that  he  never  gave  with  vice,  and  an  utter  forget  fiihiess  of  God  and 
hianelf  the  trueble  to  examine  into  such  mat-  religion  ^  nor  dees  he  fix  a  stigma  of  immorality 
IMV !  upon  tho  person  who  may  have  acted  foolishly  or 
His  views  of  the  providential  dispensatioas  of  sinfully,  in  one  or  two  instances,  while  the  gene- 
God  are  eqoalljr  partial  and  distorted.    If  dis-  ral  tenor  of  his  conduct  has  been  markpd  by 
eaas,  or  poverty,  or  misfortune,  happen  to  his  purity  aad  rectitude-*  for,  in  both  cases,  he  coo- 
Boigfabour,  especially  if  he  had  withdrawn  fitmi  sidere,  that  it  is  not  wainnUatedaatUm,  but  gena^ 
the  religiotis  party  to  which  he  beloiigs,  it  is  coo-  ral  kdbiUf  which  determine  the  character  of  any 
iidered  as  a  penal  judgment  for  his  error  and  individual.    He  esteems  the  wise  and  the  good, 
mpostaey.    If  prosperom  circussstaaces  attend  and  holds  friendly  intercourse   with  them,  to 
hia  fiunily  or  his  religious  party,  it  as  viewed  whatever  political  or  religious  party  they  belong. 
MM  a  sign  of  divine  approbation.    He  seldom  He  can  bear,  with  afiability  and  candour,  to  have 
^igw»  the  hand  of  God,  except  in  ancommon  00-  bis  opinions  contradicted,  and  can  differ  from 
;  and  then,  he  imagines  that  a  mirade  his  neighbour  in  many  disputed  points,  while,  at 


is  petiurmsd,  and  that  the  wheels  of  nature  are     the  same  time,  he  values  and  esteems  him.  He 
•mmmd  m  order  ta  aooomplish  Ihe  event.    He 
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because  he  takes  a   view  of  »onie  dojrma^  in  to  all  th-  apca  of  ejernity,  rjch  a  Wi^hi  displat 

theology,  in  a  dirtcrenl  lijihl  from  what  he  himself  of  il:e  divine  ^lory  asi   in  the  crow  uf  Cliria." 

doea;  for  he  considers  the  difference  of  liahiis,  He  admires  aud  adore*  the  coodcscensi<«  aid 

ttudiea,   pursuits,   and   educational   prejudices  the  love  of  G<»d,  in  the  plan  of  salvati<«,  i^KuS 

whidi  must  have  influenced  his  opinions  ;  and  the  gospel  exhihils,  and  feels  an  interest  lo  it  br 

makes  due  allowance  for  the  range  of  thoiighl  to  beyond  that  of  any  other  special  niajiiicsUiifA^' 

which  he  may  have  been  accustomed.     He  is  Deity  ;  but  he  dare«  not  set  limits  to  ibt  divine 

tlways  disposed  to  attribute  the  actions  of  others  attributes  anJ  o|H.'ratiuns.    He  considers  hinnrif 

to  good  motives,  when  lie  has  no  pro<»f  of  the  at  present,  with  rc«ard  to  tlje  «;rand  ^ys:esl;  t-f 

contrary.     He  uses  no  threats  nor  phyHtcul  force  the  universe,  in  a  situaiiun  similar  lo  ihat  of  t 

lo  support  hli  opinions,  or  to  convince  gainsay-  small  insect  oft  imc  of  the  f^tones  ijf  a  macniftrciU 

ers;  for  he  knows  that  no  external  coerci«>n  can  edifice,  which  8«»es  only   a   few  hair'brea«:itu 

illuminate  the  mind,  and  that  the  strenffth  of  ar-  around  it,  and  is  aliogeUier  incafi«JL>le  of  survcv* 

guments,  and  the  force  of  truth,  can  alone  pro-  inj;  the  symmetry,  the  order,  and  beauty  of  tU 

duce  conviction.     He  is  convinced   how   igno-  structure,  and  of  forming  an  aldequatecooceptiua 

rant  he  is,  notwithstanding  all  his  Fludy,  olH>er-  of  the  whole.     He  considers  that  be  has  orwr 

rations,  and  researches ;  and  presses  forward,  as  yet  surveyed   tlie  uiilliontli    part   <«f  Jehovab^s 

long  u  he  lives,  to  higher  degrees  of  knowledge  empire,  and  thereibre,  cannot  tell  what  the  ets^ 

and  of  moral  improvement.  nal  Sovereign  has  been  pleaaed  to  exhibit  b  m 

He  is  an  active  promoter  of  every   scheme  numerous  |»roviflCttS  ;  and,  least  of  all,  <:aB  lie 

that  tends  to  enlighten  and  meliorate  mankind,  ever  firesume  to  dive  into  the  depths  of  iD.'enai- 

and  to  extend  the  knowledge  of  salvation  to*  the  nable  ages,  and  boMly  declare  what  the  AUnigfai/ 

ends  of  the  earth  ;  for  he  considers  that  it  is  not  will,  or  will  not  do,  through  elemiiy  to  cone, 

by  miraeU$f  but  by  the  subordinate  agency  of  in-  He,  therefore  views  it  as  presuraplion,  while  be 

teltigont  beings,  that  God  will  eflectuate  the  illu*  has  no  dictate  of  revelation  Cir  hi«  warrsuit.  to 

mination  and  the  moral  renovation  of  our  apos-  pronounce  decisively,  either-  on  the  one  side  nr 

tate  race.    He  views  the  special  agency  of  God  the  other,  of  such  a  derp  and  in^ionani  ques'itfi, 

in  all  the  movements  of  the  scientific,  the  reli-  whicli  seems  abuve  the  reach  of  the  kifiiesi  tc 

gious,  and  the  political  world,  and  percehres  Him  raph  to  determine.*     In  short,  be  endeavouiF  to 

accomplisiiing  his  purpose  in  the  inventions  of  take  a  view  of  all  the  manifestations  of  Deitr 

human  genius,  and  in  the  economy  of  the  minutest  within   his  reach,  from  every  soturce  of  iafcr^ 

insect,  as  well  as  in  the  earthquake,  the  storm,  mation  which  lies  before  him,  and  as  &r  as  bis 

and  the  ccmvulsions  of  nations ;  for  he  considers  limited  faculties  will  permit.    He  does  nut  c^io 

the  smallest  atom,  and  the  hosts  of  heaven,  as  question  the  discoveries  of  science,  because  they 

equally  directed  by  eternal  wisdom,  and  equally  brin^  to  his  ears  most  astonishing  reports  of  the 

necesiiary  in  the  universal  chain  of  creatures  and  wtadnm  and  oinnip<j>teiice  of  Jehovah,  aud  of  tbe 

events.    He  displays  a  becoming  modttty  in  boundless  extent  of  his  kingdom ;  but  iejoicc«to 

speaking  of  the  ways  and    tbe  works  of  God.  learn,  that  the  grandeur  of  his  dominions  is  ac- 

When  he  meets  with  any  dark  and  afflictive  dis-  tually  found  to  corres|iond  wiih  the  Kifty  deiiciip- 

pensation  in  the  course  of  Providence,  he  does  tions  of  divine  majesty  and  glory  recorded   la 

not  fret  and  repine,  but  is  calm   and  resigned,  the  volume  of  inspiration,  and  is  thereby  m«pi- 

conscious  that  he  perceives  only  a  small  portion  red  with  nobler  hopes  of  the  glory  and  felicity  of 

of  the  chain  of  God's  dispensations,  and  is,  there-  that  heavenly  world  where  he  expects  to  spenl 

fore,  unable  to  form  a  ju4t  comparison  of  tiie  an  endless  exiKtence. 

connexion  of  any  one   part    with  the   whole.         If,  then,  such  be  some  of  the  features  in  the 

When  he  contemplates  the  depraved  and  wretch-  character  of  the  enlightened  Christian  ;  if  libe- 

ed  condition  of  the  greater  part  of  the  wnrM,  at  rality  and  candoiu*,  and  accurate  invest igatioa, 

present,  and  for  thousands  of  years  past,  not-  mark  the  judgmenis  he  pronounces  on  the  ataii- 

withstanding   the    salvation  which    has    been  ments  snd  the  actions  of  men,  and  ot.  the  work; 

acliieved  for  sinners  of  mankind,  he  is  far  firom  and  the  ways  of  God;  and  if  such  views  aixi 

arraigning  the  divine  goodness  and  rectitude,  in  feelings  ought  to  be  considered  as  mor*  conge* 

leaving  so  many  nations  "  to  walk  in  their  own  nial  to  the  noble  and  benevolent  spirit  of  our 

Ways;"  for  ho  knows  not  what  relation  this  dis-  religion,  than  the  narrow  and  distorted  ootiaBS 

mal  scene  may  boar,  what  influence  it  may  have,  of  a  contracted  mind,  it  must  be  an  object  nuKh 

or  what  iroportaqt  impressions  it  may  produce,  to  be  desired,  that  the  mass  of  the  Christian  world 

ou  worlds  and  beings  with  which  we  are  at  pre-  be  led  into  such  strains  of  thought,  as  might im* 

■ent  unacquainted.  hue  their  minds  with  a  larger  proportion  of  this 

He  is  cautious  in  pronouncing  decisively  re-  epirit.     And,  if  diversified  and  occasional  di^- 

specting  the  dispensations  of  God,  in  regard  to  eaasions  on  the  topics  to  which  w«  haveadverttd 

Ike  umvene  at  larg^.    He  does  not,  for  example,  would  have  a  tendency  to  produce  ibia  desinbi« 
inert,  with  the  utmost  confidence,  as  eome  have 
done,  <•  that  tiMreMTcrw«i|UMlBiverwiU  bo,  *  8m  Appaadlz,  No.  x. 
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efibct,  it  is  obvious,  that  such  branches  of  know-  show  forth  thy  loving  kin«{nc8S  in  the  morning. 

ledgs  as  are  calculated  to  enlarge  the  capaciij  For  thoii,  Lord,  hasi  ma^le  me  glad  ihrouj;li  lUy 

'  of  the  mind,  and  to  throw  a  light  over  the  rere-  work,*'  (or  thy  powerful  energy  :)  "  I  will  tri- 

latioDsand  the  works  of  God,  should  no  longer  umph  in   the  works  of  thy  hands.     O  Lord! 

be  overk)oked  in  the  range  of  our  religious  cod-  how  great  an  thy  wnrka!  and  thy  thoughts'*  (or 

templatioos.  contrivances)  "  are  very  deep!     A  bruti:ih  nnn 

•9T      rwiL      ^      •                  ^  Mt.       L^     L-  L  <L  knowolh  not,  neiiherdoth  a  fool  understand 

V. — The  exUnJttve  range  of  thnught  vmeh  the  ^-   n 

dwereified  ohjecU  in  nature  present,  would  ^^  ^^^^^^.^^  acquaintance  with  nature  and 
HAT.  A  TEifDEircir  TO  IHSPIBE  US  WITH  ^^  combined  with  Christian  principle, 
A  SPIRIT  OP  FiETT,  AND  OF  PKOFOUHD  ^ouU  dso  induce pro>««i  A«mi/,fy.  Thc  rltan 
**'^  ^^'  who  has  made  excursions  ilirough  the  most  di- 
ll is  owing,  in  many  instances,  to  want  of  versifiedregionsof  thought,  is  deeply  seoRible  of 
attention  to  the  impressive  displays  of  wisdom  ^^^  lit^«  progress  he  has  attained,  and  of  tho 
and  omnipotence  in  the  material  workl,  that  our  ▼a*^  <um1  unbounded  field  of  divine  science  which 
pious  feelings  and  devotional  exercises  are  so  '^i'^  remains  to  be  explored.  When  he  cont>i- 
coU  and  languid.  We  sialic  about  on  the  sur-  ^^^  ^o  immeme  variety  of  sublime  subjects 
face  of  the  earth,  and  pass  from  one  day  to  an-  which  the  volume  of  inspiration  exhibits,  and  of 
other,  without  reflecting  on  the  grand  and  com-  which  ho  has  obtained  but  a  very  feint  and  im- 
plicated machinery  around  us,  which  is  carrying  perfect  glimpse— the  comprehensive  extent,  and 
t»  along  through  the  regions  of  space,  and  from  ^e  intricate  windings  of  ilie  operations  of  Pro- 
MM  portion  of  duration  to  another,  as  if  the  ▼»<icnce,  and  the  infinite  number  of  beings  over 
mighty  energies  of  the  Eternal  Mind,  exerted  in  ^^*ch  it  extends— the  amplitude  and  rnagnifi- 
oar  behalf,  were  unworthy  of  our  acknowledge-  <»««»  of  that  glorious  universe  over  which  Jo- 
nent  or  regard.  How  few,  for  example,  reflect,  Jwvah  presides,  and  how  small  a  portion  of  it 
when  they  open  their  eyes  in  the  morning,  and  •»«  op^n  ^  *>»■  minute  inspection— he  is  hum- 
perceive  the  first  beams  of  the  rising  sun,  that  bled  in  the  dust  at  the  view  of  his  own  insi^ni- 
since  they  lay  down  to  sleep,  the  divine  power  ficance ;  he  sees  himself  to  be  a  very  babe  in 
has  been  exerted  in  carrying  them  more  than  knowledge  ;  and,  as  it  were,  just  emerging  from 
four  thousand  miles  round  to  the  eastward,  in  »*»•  gloo™  of  ignoituice  into  tho  first  dawnings 
order  that  they  might  again  be  cheered  with  the  ^  li«bt  and  intelligence.  He  feels  the  fiill  fi»rce 
morning  light ;  and  thai,  during  the  same  period,  and  »P»''»l  of  ^  poet's  sentiments — 
they,  along  with  the  earth  and  j";  J^^popula-  ,,  j^^^^  ,^^^5  ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^^^I^  ^„^^„ 
tton,  have  been  carried  forward  476,000  miles 

from  that  portion  of  space  which  they  occupied  When  he  considers  the  comprehensive  extent  of 
seven  hours  before!  Or,  if  they  have  no  idea  of  the  divine  law,  and  its  numerous  bearings  on 
the  motion  of  the  <^h,  and  attach  no  belief  to  every  part  of  his  conduct,  and  on  all  the  diver- 
such  an  opinion,  how  is  it  they  do  not  re-  sified  relations  in  which  he  stands  to  his  God, 
fleet,  that  after  night  has  thrown  its  shades  and  to  his  fellow  men ;  and  when  he  reflects  on 
around  them,  the  sun,  and  ten  thousand  other  his  rauhiplied  deviations  from  that  etenial  rule  of 
vast  globes,  must  move  several  hundreds  of  mil-  rectitude,  he  is  ashamed  and  confounded  in  the 
lions  of  miles  before  their  eyes  can  again  bebokl  presence  of  the  Holy  One  of  Israel ;  an<l,  on  a 
the  light  of  day  ?  Either  the  one  or  the  mherof  review  of  his  former  pride  and  self-conceit,  is 
these  cases  must  be  the  fuA  ;  and,  in  either  case,  constrained  to  adopt  the  language  of  Agur  and 
there  is  presented  to  our  view  a  display  of  the  of  Asaph — '*  Surely  I  am  more  brutish  than  any 
omnipotence  and  the  superintendence  of  Him  in  man,  and  have  not  the  understanding  of  a  man." 
whom  we  live  and  move,  which  demands  our  '*  So  fodish  was  I,  and  xgnoranty  I  was  as  a 
gratitude,  oor  admiration,  and  praise.  Andean  beast  before  thee.'*  He  views  the  meanest  and 
It  ever  be  supposed,  that  such  reflections,  oom-  the  most  ignorant  of  his  species,  as  but  a  very 
hiaod  with  all  the  other  excitements  to  reverence  few  degrees  below  him  in  the  scale  of  intulli- 
snd  gratitude,  will  not  tend  to  elevate  our  con-  gence,  and  sees  no  reason  why  he  should  glory 
temptations,  and  to  raise  oor  pious  feelings  to  a  over  his  felfows.  ^ 

higher  pitch  of  devotion?  Whether  the  psalmist  This  sentiment  might  be  illustrated  from  the 

CBtertaioed  any  views  of  this  kind  when  be  com-  example  of  some  of  the  most  eminent  men,  in 

posed  the  ninety-second  Psalm,  we  cannot  ceiv  whose  minds  science  and  religion  were  combined. 

tainly  determine  ;  but  I  presume,  the  pious  and  The  Honourable  Mr.  iSoyJe  was  the  most  un- 

eontemplativo  mind,  when  awaking  from  the  wearied  and  successful  explorer  of  the  works  of 

slumbers  of  the  night,  under  such  impressions,  God,  in  the  age  in  which  he  lived,  and  all  his 

raif^t  sing  the  first  part  of  that  song  of  praise  phifosophical  pursuits  were  consecrated  to  the 

sriUi  peculiar  emphasis  and  delight— ^'h  is  a  service  of  religion.     Among    other  excellent 

fgxA  thing  to  eive  thaidcs  to  Jehovah,  and  to  trails  in  his  character,  haua^&ty  was  the  most 

■iag pfuw tow/ iMUB»|0  Una Moft High!  tQ  oowpicoom.  "itohadahoqthiiii/'iayiBywp 
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Burnet,  *'  all  that  unaSected  neglect  of  pomp  in 
clothes,  lodging,  furniiure,  and  equipage,  whidi 
Agreed  with  his  grave  and  serious  couree  of  life,** 
and  was  courteous  and  condescending  to  the 
fncanesi  of  his  fellow  men.  **  He  had,"  says  the 
•ame  author, "  the  proToundes t  veneration  for  the 
great  God  of  heaven  and  earth,  that  I  ever  ob- 
served in  any  person.  The  very  namf  of  God 
was  never  mentioned  hy  him  without  a  pause, 
mx^  a  visible  stop  in  bis  discourse  *,"  and  tho 
tenor  of  his  philosophical  and  theological  writings 
it  in  complete  unison  with  these  traits  of  cba- 
mcler.  Sir  laaae  Newton^  too,  whose  genius 
■eemed  to  know  no  limits  but  those  of  the  visible 
universe,  was  disiinguislied  by  his  m^deM^f  Au* 
aii^jf,  and  meekness  of  temper.  He  had  such 
AD  kumhU  opinion  of  himself,  that  he  had  no  r^ 
lish  of  the  applause  which  was  so  deservedly  paid 
him.  Ho  would  have  let  others  run  away  with 
the  glory  of  his  inventions,  if  his  friends  and 
countrymen  had  not  been  more  jealous  of  his  ho- 
nour than  ho  was  himself.  He  said,  a  little  be- 
Ibre  his  death,  **  1  do  not  know  what  I  nmiy  ap» 
pear  to  the  world,  but  to  myself  1  seem  to  have 
Wen  only  like  a  boy  playing  on  the  sea-shore, 
and  diverting  myself  in  now  and  then  finding  a 
pebble  or  a  prettier  shell  than  ordinary,  whilst 
the  great  ocean  of  truth  lay  aU  undiscovered  be> 
fore  me.* 

The  same  sentiment  might  have  been  illua- 
Irated  from  the  lives  of  Bacon,  Locke,  Dr. 
Boerhaave,  Hervey,  Nienweoty t,  Ray,  Derbaas, 
the  Abbe  Pluche,  Bonnet,  and  other  eminent 
characters,  who  devoted'  their  stores  of  know- 
ledge to  the  illustration  of  the  Christian  system. 
For  an  extennve  knowledge  of  the  operations  of 
God  has  a  natural  tendency  to  produce  humility 
and  veneration ;  and  wherever  it  is  combined  with 
pride  and  arrogance,  either  among  philosophers 
or  divines,  it  indicates  a  lamentable  deficicM:y, 
if  not  a  complete  destitution  of  Christian  prin- 
ciple, and  of  all  those  tempers  which  form  the 
bond  of  union  among  holy  intelligences.  After 
the  attention  of  Job  had  been  directed  to  the 
works  of  God,  and  when  he  had  contemplated 
the  inexplicable  phenomena  of  the  divine  agency 
in  the  material  world,  he  was  ashamed  and  con- 
founded at  his  former  presumption  ;  and,  in  deep 
humility,  exclaimed,  ^*  I  have  heard  of  thee  by 
the  hearing  of  the  ear ;  but  now  mine  eye  seeth 
Ihee ;  wherefore  I  abhor  myself,  and  repent  in 
dust  and  ashes.***  In  accordance  with  what  has 
been  now  stated,  we  find  that  the  most  exalted 
intelligences,  who,  of  course,  possess  the  most 
CKtensive  Views  of  the  works  and  providential 


arrangements  of  God,  are  represented  as  ike 
the  most  humble  in  their  deportnaent,  and  ti 
dbpldving  the  most  profound  reverence  in  theif 
incessant  adorations.  They  *\faU  down  beiorc 
Him  who  sits  upon  the  throne  ;  and  rcuK  tUt 
enmme  be/ere  the  throne,  saying,  Thou  art  nnh 
thy,  O  Lord,  to  receive  glory,  and  hon<Hir,  wd 
power ;  fer  thou  hast  created  all  things,  and  ibr 
thy  pleasure  they  are  and  wnere  created."  Their 
moral  conduct  evinces  the  same  lowly  trmper  i( 
mind.  They  wait  around  the  throoe,  in  the  al- 
titude of  motion,  with  wings  outspread  resdjio 
ly,  on  the  first  signal  of  their  Sovereign's  will ; 
they  "  do  his  commandmenis,  bearkming  to  iht 
voice  of  his  word,"  and  do  not  disdain  to  peribnn 
important  services,  in  our  wretched  worU,  to 
the  meaaest  human  being  who  is  numberr^ 
among  *'  the  heirs  of  salvation."  In  like  n»a> 
ner,  were  toe  endued  with  the  grasp  of  intdlecr, 
the  capacious  minds,  the  extensive  knowledfei 
and  the  moral  powers  which  they  possess,  wr 
would  also  display  the  same  humble  and  r«ve> 
rential  spirit,  and  feel  ashamed  of  those  emotioas 
of  vanity  and  pride,  whidi  dispose  so  many  <tf 
the  human  family  to  look  down  with  cuntsn^ 
on  their  feHew  mortals. 


If  the  leading  train  of  sentiment  which  per- 
vades this  volume  be  admittod,  the  following  g^ 
neral  conetunoni  may  be  adduced  .*^That,  \a 
conducting  the  religious  instruction  of  the  young, 
the  works  of  God  in  the  material  worki,  and  the 
most  striking  discoveries  whtcb  have  been  made 
as  to  their  magnitude,  variety,  and  mechanisio, 
should  be  fr«/^uenlly  exhibited  to  their  view  is 
minute  delul;  as  illustrations  of  the  aiiribuirs 
of  the  Deity,  and  of  those  descriptions  of  ht^ 
nature  and  operations  contained  in  the  vtJiime 
of  inspiration ; — that  the  books  put  into  ihcir 
hands  shoiild  contain,  among  other  subjects,  po- 
pular and  striking  descriptions  of  the  factn  ami 
appearances  of  nature ; — that  seminaries  should 
bo  established  for  the  occasional  infitru«:tioo  u( 
young  persons,  from  the  age  of  15  to  the  age  of 
80  or  SO,  or  upwards,  in  all  those  popular  branches 
of  natural  and  moral  science  which  have  a  tea- 
deacy  to  enlarge  the  capacity  of  their  minds,  and 
to  expand  their  conceptions  of  the  incessant  agm> 
ey  of  God ; — and  that  the  ministers  of  religion,  ia 
their  public  instructioiu,  should  frequently  blend 
th^r  discussions  of  divine  topics  with  illustra- 
tions derived  firom  the  scenes  of  creation  and  pro- 
TNienos. 
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NOTES   AND  ILLUSTRATIONS. 


•on 


.  I.  p.  23  ^lUustratioH  of  the  RaU  ofMotL^ 
« the  Htanerdy  Bodiei,  on  the  tg)po$ition  that 
\e  earth  i»  at  rnt. 

7rx  distance  of  the  sun  is  about  95  millions 
niles;  consequently,  the  diameter  of  the  cir- 
he  would  describe  around  the  earth  would  be 
)  millions,  and  its  circumference  607,142,857, 
ich  forms  the  extent  of  the  circuit  through 
ich  he  would  move  in  24  hours,  if  the  earth 
"0  at  rest.  This  number  divided  by  24,  gives 
380,952,  the  number  of  miles  he  would  more 
n  hour ;  and  this  last  number,  divided  by  60, 
»  414,682,  the  number  of  miles  he  would 
re  in  a  minute.    The  neareit  atar  ia  reckon* 


ed  to  be  at  least  20,000,000,000,000,  or  twenty 
billions  of  miles  distant  from  the  earth  ;  conse- 
quently, its  daily  circuit  round  our  globe  would 
measure  more  than  125,000,000,000,000  miles. 
This  aum  divided  by  86,400,  the  number  of  se- 
conds in  a  day,  would  give  1,454,861,111,  or 
somewhat  more  than  one  thousand  four  hundred 
millions  of  miles,  for  its  rale  of  motion  in  a 
second  of  time— a  motion  which,  were  it  actually 
existing,  would,  in  all  probability,  shatter  the 
universe  to  atoms. 

The  unlearned  reader  may,  perhaps,  acquire 
a  more  distinct  idea  of  this  explanation  from  the 
following  figure : 


M  the  small  circle  A,  in  the  centre,  represent    round  the  earth  every  24  hours.    The  line  A  B 

earth,  and  the  circle  B  C  D  E  the  orbit    will  repraeent  the  distance  of  the  son  from  the 

Jie  sun,  on  the  supposition  that  be  movea    earth,  or  95  nilliona  of  miles;  the  line  B  D  the 


150  THE  CHRISTIAN  PHH^OSOPHEB. 

^utmetgr  of  the  orbit  he  would  deecribe ;  and  the  paper  in  it ;  and  when  the  pftper  ia  boniiii 
circle  B  C  D  E  the  circumference  along  which  press  the  palm  of  the  hand  apoo  the  mouth  ^ 
he  would  move  every  day,  or  597  millions  of  the  glass,  and  it  will  adhere  to  the  hand  with 
miles,  which  is  somewhat  more  than  three  times  considenUe  force.  In  this  cane,  the  presan 
the  diameter.  If  the  line  A  F  represent  the  dis-  of  the  atmosphere  will  be  cen«t6^  frh :  6r  il 
tance  of  the  nearest  star,  the  circle  F  G  H  I  will  wiU  sometimes  require  considerable  Ibfce  to  d^ 
represent  the  circuit  through  which  it  would  tach  the  ghus  from  the  hand, 
move  every  t4  hours,  if  the  earth  were  at  rest.  The  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  ezplaim  a 
It  is  obvious,  from  the  figure,  that  since  the  stars  variety  of  common  phenomena.  When  we  take 
are  at  a  greater  distance  from  the  earth  than  the  a  draught  of  water  out  of  a  basin,  or  a  runoii^ 
sun,  the  circle  they  would  describe  around  the  stream,  we  immerse  our  mouths  in  the  water, 
earth  would  be  larger  in  proportion,  and,  conse-  and  make  a  vacuum  by  drawing  in  the  air ;  lbs 
4)uently,  their  velocities  would  be  proportionably  pressure  of  ihe  atmosphere  upon  the  exterml 
more  rapid;  since  they  would  move  through  surfiu»  of  the  water  then  forces vit  ioio  tks 
their  larger  circles  in  the  same  time  in  which  the  mouth.  The  same  cause  eiplaios  the  procsM 
■un  moved  through  his  narrow  sphere.  But  the  of  a  child  sucking  its  mother's  breasts — the  a^ 
•opposition  that  the  earth  is  the  centre  df  all  the  tion  of  a  boy's  sucker,  in  lifting  l^rge  siiioe^- 
celestial  motions,  and  that  the  different  stars  are  the  rise  of  water  in  pumps— the  efiects  prodooad 
daily  moving  around  it  with  different  velocities,     by  oemeftfs— (he  firm   adhesion   of  amils  mi 

and  the  slowest  of  these  motions  is  so  incooceiva-  periwinkles  to  rocks  and  stones — the  scarcity  af 

bly  rapid — is  so  wild  and  extravagant,  that  it  water  in  the  time  of  hard  frost* — and  the  fact 

appears  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  harmony  that  a  cask  will  not  run  by  the  oock,  unlesf  a 

of  the  universe,  with  the  wisdom  and  intelli-  hole  be  <^>ened  in  some  other  part  of  the  cask. 

fence  of  the  Deity,  and  with  all  the  other  ar-  

rangements  he  has  made  in  the  system  of  nature.  No.  UI.  p.  118. — On  Ihe  means  by  leUeft  it 

may  jmAal^  be  aaeeriamed  whether  the  Mem 
No.  U.  p.  U.-^Esperimental  iUiutratioHe  of        be  m  HabkabU  iVoHd, 
the  Prauwre  qf  the  Atmotphere, 

About  six  years  ago,  the  author  pidilished,  ■ 

The  pleasure  of  the  atmosphere  is  most  strik-  the  Monthly  Magaxine,  a  few  observations  oa 

ingly  illustrated  by  means  of  the  air-pump.    But  the  surface  of  the  moon,  in  which  a  few  reoiarks 
as  few  persons,  comparatively,  possess  this  in-  '  were  offered  on  this  subject.     The  followii^  is 

•troment,  the  following  experiments,  which  any  an  extract  from  that  communication : — 
person  may  perform  at  pleasure,  are  suflkiently         "  If  we  be  ever  to  obtain  an  ocular  demoa* 

convincing  on  this  point.     Take  a   common  stration  of  the  habitability  of  any  of  the  cdestial 

wine-glass,  and  fill  it  with  water;  apply  a  piece  orbs,  the  moon  is  the  only  one,  where  we  cu 

of  paper  over  the  mouth  of  the  glass ;  press  the  expect  to  trace,  by  our  telescopes,  indicatioDi 

paper  to  the  rim  of  the  glass  with  the  palm  of  of  the  agency  of  sentient  or  intelligeot  iKfin^^; 

the  hand ;  turn  the  glass  upside  down ;  with-  and  I  am  pretty  much  convinced,  that  a  kiog 

draw  the  hand  from  the  paper,  and  the  water  continued  series  of  observations  on  this  planet, 

will  be  supported  by  the  pressure  of  the  atmos-  by  a  number  of  individuals  in  different  placM, 

phere.     That  it  is  the  atmospherical  pressure,  might  completely  set  at  rest  the  question, '  \Vhe> 

and  not  the  paper,  which  supports  the  water,  is  ther  the  moon  be  a  habitable  world  ?*     Were  a 

evident ;  for  the  paper,  instead  of  being  pressed  vast  number  of  persons,  in  different  parts  of  tb« 

down  by  the  weight  of  the  water,  is  pressed  world,  to  devote  themselves  to  a  particular  wr- 

upward  by  the  pressure  of  the  atmosphere,  and  vey  of  the  moon — were  diff*erent  portions  cf  her 

appears  concave,  or  hollow  in  the  middle.    If  the  surfece  allotted  to  different  individuals,  as  the 

flame  of  a  candle  be  applied  to  the  paper,  it  object  of  their  particular  research — wen*  every 

may  be  held,  for  an  indefinite  length  of  time,  mountain,  hill,  cavern,  cliff*,  and  plain  acciiratdj 

dose   to  the  paper,  without  setting  fire  to  it.  inspected — and  every  change  and  modiiicsiioa 

The  same  fact  is  proved  by  the  following  expe-  in  the  appearance  of  particular  spots  carefuliy 

rimeni  : — Take  a  glass  tube,  of  any  length,  and  marked  and  represented  in  a  series  of  dc-iinca- 

of  a  narrow  bore ;  put  one  end  of  it  in  a  basin  tions,  it  might  lead  to  some  certain  conclusions, 

of  water  ;  apply  the  mouth  to   the  other  end,  both  as   to   her  physical  constitution,  and  her 

and  draw  out  the  air  by  suction  ;  the  water  will  ultimate  destination.     It  can  be  demonstrated, 

immediately  rise  toward   the  top  of  the  tube;  that  a  telescope  which  maguifie«    100   tiroes, 

and  if  the  finger  or  thumb  be  applied  to  the  top  will  show  a  spot  on  the  moon's  surface,  whose 

of  the  tube,  to  prevent  the  admission  of  air,  and  diameter  is  1223  yards  ;  and  one  which  maifat* 

the  tube  removed  from  the  basin  of  water,  the  fies  a  thousand  times,  will,  uf  course,  enable  o 

water  in  the  lube  will  be  supported  by  the  pres-  to  perceive  a  portion  of  her  surface,  whose  sits 

sure  of  the  atmosphere  on  the  lower  end.   Again :  is  only  122  yards :  and,  consequently,  an  object, 

—Take  a  wine-glass,  and  bum  a  small  bit  of  whether  natural  or  artificial,  of  no  greater  eitMl 
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IImo  one  of  our  large  edificei,  (for  eiample,  St  eicituigy  among  the  bulk  of  mankind,  a  general 

Paul's  church,  London,)  may,  bj  such  an  m-  attention  to  such  investigations.    But  were  tbia 

atrument,  be  easily  distinguished.  Now,  ifevery  object  accomplished,  and  were  numerous  obser- 

minute  point  on  the  lunar  surface  were  aocu-  vations  made  from  the  tops  of  mountains,  and  in 

rately  marked  by  numerous  observers,  it  micbt  the  serene  sky  of  southern  climes,  where  the 

bo  ascertained  whether  any  changes  are  takmg  powors  of  the  telescope  are  not  counteracted  by 

place,  either  from  physical  causes,  or  from  the  densevapours,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that  direct 

oparations  of  intelligent  agents.    If  a  large  forest  proofii  would  be  obtained  tliat  the  moon  is  a 

were  cuttin;;  down — if  a  city  were  building  in  habitable  workl ;  or,  at  least,  that  the  question 

an  open  plain,  or  extending  its  former  bounda-  in  relation  to  this  point  would  be  completely  set 

riea— if  a  barren  waste  were  changing  into  a  at  rest." 
aoene  of  vegetation— or,  if  an  immense  coo- 

eourse  of  animated   beings  were  occasionally  No.  IV .-—Remofka  on  the  laU  prderuUd  dUeo' 

aaaembled  on  a  particular  spot,  or  shifting  from  very  qf  a  Lunar  Fhrti/kation. 
one  place  to  another— «uch  changes  would  be 

iadicated  by  certain  modifications  of  shade,  co-  The  British  public  was  lately  amused  by  the 

lour,  or  motion ;  and,  consequently,  would  furnish  announcement  of  a  discovery  said  to  have  been 

a  direct  proof  of  the  agency  of  intellig«it  beinga  made  by   Professor   Frauenhofer,  of  Munich, 

analogous  to  man,  and  of  the  moon  being  a  hiU  This  gentleman  was  said  to  have  discovered  a 

bitable  globe.    For  although  we  may  never  be  forlifieation  in  the  moon,  and  to  have  distin- 

able  to  distinguish  the  inhabUanU  of  the  moon,  guished  several  lines  of  road,  supposed  to  be  the 

(if  any  exist,)  yet  if  we  can  trace  those  ^ffbeti  work  of  the  lunar  inhabitants.     It  is  scarcely 

which  can  flow  only  from  the  operations  of  intel-  necessary  te  say,  that  such  announcements  are 

ligent  agents,  it  would  form  a  complete  demon-  obviously  premature.      To  perceive  distinctly 

atration  of  their  existence,  on  the  same  ground  the  shape  of  an  object  in  the  moon,  which  re- 

oa  which'  a  navigator  concludes  an  unknown  sembles  a  fortification,  it  is  requisite,  that  that 

island  to  be  inhabited,  when  he  perceives  human  object  be  of  a  much  larger  size  than  our  terres" 

habitations,  and  cultivated  fields.  trial  ramparts.     Besides,  although   an  object 

"  That  changes  occasionally  happen  on  the  resembling  one  of  our  fortifications  were  per- 

kuur  hemisphere  next  the  earth,  appears  from  ceived  on  the  surface  of  the  moon,  there  would 

the  observations  of  Hcrschel  and  Schrooter,  paiw  be  no  reason  to  conclude,  that  it  served  the  same 

ticularly  from  those  of  the  latter.     In  the  trans-  purpose  as  fortifications  do  among  us.    We  are 

actions  of  the  'Society  of  Natural  Philosophy,'  so  much  accustomed  tp  vhmt  in  our  terrestrial 

at  Berlin,  Schroeter  relates,  that  oa  the  SOih  system,  and  reflect  so  little  on  its  diabolical  na- 

December,  1791,  at  five  o'clock,  p.  M.with  aaeven  ture,  that  we  are  apt  to  imagine  that  it  must  fonn 

feet  reflector,  magnifying  161  times,  he  perceived  a  necessary  employment  even  in  other  worlds, 

the  commencement  of  a  small  crater  on   the  To  be  assured  that  a  fortification  existed  in  the 

■outh-weet  declivity  of  the  volcanic  mountain  moon  for  the  same  purpose  as  with  us,  would 

in  the  Mare  Crinunit  having  a  shadow  of  at  indeed  be  dismal  tidings  from  another  world ; 

least  2^^  6.    On  the  11th  January,  at  twenty  for  it  would  be  a  necessary  conclusion,  from  such 

minutes  past  five,  on  looking  at  this  place  again,  intelligence,  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  globe 

ke  could  see  neither  the  new  crater  nor  its  shar  are  actuated  by  the  same  principles  of  depravity, 

dnw.     Again,  on   the   4th   January,  1792,  he  ambition,  and  revenge,  which  have  infected  the 

perceived,  in  the  eastern  crater  of  Helicon,  a  moral  atmosphere  of  our  sublunary  workl.  With 

central  mountain,  of  a  clear  gray  colour,  3'^  in  regard  to  the  pretended  discovery  of  the  lunar 

diameter,  of  which,  during  many  years'  obeer-  roadtf  it  may  not  be  improper  to  remark,  that 

▼ations,  he  bad  perceived  no  trace.     *  This  ap-  such  roads  behooved  to  be  at  least  400  feet 

pearance,'  he  adds, '  is  remarkable,  as  probably  broad,  or  ten  times  the  breadth  of  ours,  in  order 

from  the  time  of  Hevelius,  the  weetem  part  of  to  be  perceived  as  faint  lines  through  a  telescope 

Helicon  has  been  forming  into  its  present  shape,  which  magnifies  a  thousand  times ;  which  is  a 

and  nature  seems,  in  that  district,  to  be  parti-  higher  power,  I  presume,  than  Frauenhofer  can 

ctilarly  active.'— In  making  such  minute  obser-  apply  with  diatinelnem  to  any  of  his  telescopes, 

▼atioos  as  those  to  which  I  allude,  it  woukl  be  It  is  not  at  all  likely  that  the  lunar  inhabitanta 

proper,  along  with  an  inspection  of  the  moon's  are  of  such  a  gigantic  size,  or  employ  carriages 

lumiDOUs  d'ukj  to  mark  the  appearances  of  dif>  of  such  an  enormous  bulk,  as  to  require  roads  of 

ferent  portions  of  bar  dark  hemisphere,  when  it  such  dimensions,  since  the  whole  surface  of  the 

18  partially  enlightened  by  the  reflected  li^t  moon  is  only  the  thirteenth  part  of  the  area  of 

from  the  earth,  soon  after  the  appearance  of  new  our  globe. 

moon.    Theae  researches  would  require  a  long'  Schroeter  conjectures  the  existence  of  a  great 

amtinued  series  of  the  moat  minute  observa-  city  to  the  north  of  MariuMy  (a  spot  in  the  moon,) 

tioosy  by  numerous  observers  in  diflerent  regions  and  of  an  extensive  canal  towards  Hygena,  (an- 

«i  the  gbbe,  which  couki  be  effected  ooly  by  otbar  spot,)  and  be  represents  part  of  the  spot 
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aaoied  Mt^  Imbrium,  to  be  ai  fertile  w  the  the  cremtion ;  and,  by  a  timiUr  cuunwieua,  k 

Campania.    SeeEdin,  PkU.  Jour.  No.  21,  far  will  be  found  that  thie  namber  of  cubical  nkf 

Jufyt  18S4.  Similar  remarks  to  ihoee  now  stated  within  the  limits  of  the  planetary   «79tcai,  is 

will  apply  to  theee  conjectures  of  Schroeter.  We  130,000,000,000,000,000,   or  one  hundred  tad 

are  too  apt  lo  imaf  ine,  that  the  objects  we  per->  thirty  thousand  billions  of  times  grrater  than  tl» 

oeive  in  the  moon  must  bear  a  certain  resem-  number  of  moments  in  5828  yrars. 
bianco  to  those  with  which  we  are  acquainted  on         It  has  been  oompnted,  that  the  earth,  >oppe»> 

the  earth  ;  whereas,  there  is  every  reason  to  be-  ing  it  a  solid  (;lobe,  contains  about  SO:000,€in^ 

lieve,  from  the  variety  we  perceive  in  nature,  000,000.000,000,000.000.000  000,  or  thirty  sff^ 

that  no  one  world  resembles  another,  except  in  tilliont  of  grains  of  sand,  supposing  a  htmdml 

•ome  of  its  more  prominent  and  genera/ arrange-  grains  of  sand  to  bo  equal  in  lengih  to  an  iseh. 

ments.     The  moon  bears  a  general  resemblance  and,  consequently,  a  million  of  such  grains  he 

to  the  earth,  in  iu  being  diversified  with  moun-  every  cubical  inch.     If  we  use  this  number  is 

tains  and  valleys ;  but  the  positions  and  arrange-  a  standard  for  estimating  the  number  of  twtkd 

mentofthese  objects  in  the  moon,  and  the  scenery  miles  contained  within  the  space  which  iaic^ 

they  exhibit,  are  materially  different  from  what  venes  between  ns  and  the  nearest  auirs,  we  ihil 

appears  oo  the  surface  of  the  terraqueous  globe,  find  that  the  number  of  eubtUai  miia  amfr^ 

bended  within  this  space,  is  more  than  tea  Ihoa- 

No.  v.— On  tht  idmu  of  Magniitido,  Mo6on,  sand  millions  of  times  greater  than  the  nuaibv 

and  Duration^  tu  espreioed  6y  nmmbor*.    Set  of  the  grains  of  sand  oontmined  in  the  globe  m 

pp.  44 f  46.  which  we  dwell. 

Though  the  human  mind  can  form  no  defiaits 

In  the  pages  referred  to,  and  other  parts  of  conceptions  of  such  numbers  and  magnitudes,* 

this  volume,  some  very  large  numbers  are  ex-  yet  it  may  be  usefid,  occasionally,  to  rumiaais 

pressed  in  jigwot.    Some  readers  have  insino-  on  such  subjects ;  as  it  is  the  only,  or,  at  least, 

ated,  that  it  would  have  been  better  to  have  ex-  ihe  principal  mode  by  which  limitetl  minds  Kks 

pressed  such  numbers  in  loordt.     The  author,  ours  can  approximate  to  an  idea  of  the  mjha^ 

however,  is  of  a  different  opinion  ;  because  to  of  the  Creator.     And  if  an  tmage  of  in6nity  h 

some  readers,  not  much  acquainted  with  mune-  presented  to  the  mind  in  the  spaces  comprrbewi- 

ratiorit  a  thousand  triiUont  would  convey  nearly  ed  within  the  limits  of  our  system,  how  over- 

the  same  idea  as  a  thousand  nomiion»,  though  powering  the  conception  of  innumerable  systens, 

the  one  number  contains  58  places  of  figures,  and  to  which  ours  beats  no  more  proportion  thsa  a 

the  other  only  22.     It  is  chiefly  the  number  of  drop  of  water  to  the  mighty  ocean  !     How  in- 

figured,  or  ciphers,  in  such  large  sums,  that  leads  eflnibly  glorious  must  be  the  attributes  of  that 

us  to  form  a  comparative  estimate  of  their  value  inoompr^ensible  Being  wh<i  pervaded  every  psrt 

or  extent.    Our  ideas  of  magnitude  and  exten-  of  this  vast  universe,  and  who  continually  scper- 

sion,  conveyed  by  such  numbers,  must,  of  course,  intends  all  its  minute  and  diversified  moveneou? 
be  very  vogtie  and  undefined.     If  we  have  been 

accustomed  to  travelling,  we  have  a  tohrable         No.  VI.  p.  91.— On  a  P/wra/ifyo^fFordis. 
clear  conception  of  a  hundred,  and   even  of  a 

thousand  miles  ;  but  we  have  no  dear  nor  ode-         The  doctrine  of  a  plurality  of  worlds  if  nev 

quale  conception  of  a  body,  or  a  portion  of  space,  admitted  as  highly  probable  both  by  phi!<.*9<^phers 

ten  hundred  thousand,  ten  hundred  millions,  or  and  by  enlightened  divines.     But  it  has  btrra 

ten   hundred  billions  of  miles  in  extent.     The  admitted  by  nuiny  persons  on  grounds  that  zn 

mind,  however,  may  be  assisted  in  its  concep-  too  general  and  vague,  and  consequently,  a  fvU 

tions,  and  in  its  comparative  estimate  of  different  conviction  of  its  truth  is  seldom  produced  in  die 

numbers,  by  fixing  on  some  particular  number  as  mind.  In  different  parts  of  the  preceding  volume, 

a  standard.    If,  according  to  the  common  reck-  I  have  all  ajong  taken  it  for  granted,  becaoie  I 

oning,  we  suppose,  that  5828  years  have  elapsed  consider  it  as  susceptible  of  a  moral  drmontiro' 

since  the  commencement  of  time,  the  number  of  tion.     The  following  heads  of  argument,  «er« 

seconds,  or  moments,  in  this  period,  will  antount  they  fully  illustrated,  would  go  fkr  to  carry  de* 

to  183,913,783,212,  or  one  hundred  and  eighty-  monstration  to  the  mind  on  thi<9  subject :  naroeirr 

three  thousand  nine  hundred  and  thirteen  mil-  That  there  are  numerous  bodies  in  the  luiverae 

lions,  seven  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand;  of  a  bulk  sufficient  to  contain  myriads  of  intelli- 

two  hundred  and  twelve,  which  is  less  than  the  gent  beings,  and  to  afford  them  enjoyment — thif 

fif\h  part  of  a  billion.    If  the  distance  of  the  there  appears,  in  the  constitution  of  many  of 

nearest  stars  from  the  earth  be  at  least  20  bil-  these  bodies,   a  variety  of  arrangements  evi* 

lions  of  miles,  then  this  distance  may  be  others  dently  adapted  to  this  end — that,  in  relation  to 

wise  expressed,  by  saying,  that  the  number  of  the  planets  of  our  system,  there  are  many  cir* 

miles  which  intervene  between  us  and  these  bo-  cumstances  which  bear  a  striking  resembbacs 

dies  is  more  than  a  hundred  A'mes  greater  than  to  the  constitution  of  our  globe  and  its  appeo- 

the  number  of  moments  which  have  elapsed  since  dagee:  they  have  annual  and  ditnMl  notions, 
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moooi,  atmotpheret,  moantaiiM,  and  val«»— that  energy.    The  ptalniiit,  wh«Q  he  cooteinp1a(ed 

li|bt,  and  beat,  and  colour,  appear  to  be  dia-  the  heavene,  was  so  affected  with  the  idea  ofthe 

tnbuled  throu^iout  the  regioni  of  immeoaity ;  immense  population  of  the  uniTerse,  that  he 

and  that  these  agents  can  have  a  relation  only  seems  to  have  been  alrooitt  afraid  lest  he  should 

to  the  necessities  and  the  happiness  of  orgs-  be  overlooked  amidst  the  immensity  of  beings 

nixed  intelligences — that  every  part  of  nature,  that  are  under  the  superintendence  of  God. 

ao  fiir  as  our  observations  on  the  suffiuM  of  "  When  I  consider  thy  heavens — what  is  man 

this  globe  extend,  appears   to  exist  solely  for  that  thou  art  mindful  of  him !"    There  would  be 

the  sake  of  sentient  beings— that  this  doctrine  no  propriety  nor  emphasis  in  this  exclamation, 

ii  OMire  worthy  of  the  Infinite  Creator,  and  gives  if  tiie  heavenly  orbs  were  devoid  of  inhabitants ; 

«  more  glorious  and  magnificent  idea  of  his  na-  for  if  no  intelligent  beings  exist  beside  man, 

lore,  than  to  suppose  his  benevolent  regards  and  a  colony  of  angels,  it  would  not  appear 

eonfined  to  the  globe  on  which  we  dwell.  When  wonderful  that  the  Creator  should  exorcise  a 

these  and  a  variety  of  other  arguments  are  coo-  particular  care  over  the  one-half  of  his  intelligent 

sidered,  in  connexion  with  the  wi$dom  and  other  offspring.     But,  if  we  conceive  the  universe  as 

attributes  of  the  Deity,  they  amount  not  only  to  composed  of  ten  thousand  times  ten  thousand 

a  high  degree  of  probability,  but  to  something  worlds,  peopled  with  myriads  of   intellectual 

approaching  to  a  moral  demonstration.     But  to  beings  of  various  orders,  the  smitiment  of  admi- 

illustrate  these  arguments  in  a  minute  detail,  so  ration  implied  in  the  passage  is  extremely  nata- 

■a  to  make  a  convincing  impression  on  the  mind,  ral  and  emphatic,  and  conveys  to  us  an  im- 

wodd  require  a  volume  of  a  considerable  size,  pressive  idea  of  the  intelligence,  the  beneficence, 

The  author  flatters  himself  he  has  some  original  and  the  condescension  of  the  Founder  and  Go- 

tbooghts  on  this  subject,  which  may  probably  see  vemor  of  all  worlds, 
the  l^ht  should  the  present  work  meet  with  public 

aoosptance.    There  is  no  work  in  our  language  No.  VIL  pp.  114, 115. — On  theJbM  Inoenior  of 

which  takes  an  extensive  view  of  this  subject,  Printing. 
in  comexion  with  the  attributesof  the  Deity,  and 

the  intimations  contained  in  divine  revelation.  Mr.  Ireland,  in  his  "  Picturesque  Tour  through 

Fontenelle^s  "  Phirality  of  Worlds^  oonUins  a  Holland,  Brabant,  and  part  of  France,  in  1789,*' 

number  of  ingenious  reasonings ;  but  he  treats  gives  the  following  account  of  the  inventor  of 

the  subject  in  too  light  and  flippant  a  manner,  printing,  when  describing  the  city  of  Haerlem. 

and  without  the  least  reference  to  a  Supreme  **  Haerlem  claims  the  invention  of  the  art  of 

Intelligence.    The  celebrated  Huygens,  in  his  printing.    It  is  attributed  to  Lawrence  Koster,  an 

**  Cesmo<A«oros,'*  instead  of  attempting  to  prove  alderman  of  this  city,  in  1440 ;  whose  house  is  yet 

tha  doctrine  of  a  plurality  of  worids,  takes  it  for  standing  in  the  maikeUplace  opposite  the  chuich. 

granted,  and  indulges  chiefly  in  conjectures  re-  Amusing  himself  one  day  in  the  neighbouring 

qwcting  the  original  structure  and  faculties  of  wood,  with  cutting  the  bark  of  trees  into  the  let- 

their  inhabitants.  ters  that  formed  the  initials  of  his  name,  he  is 

That  the  scriptures  are  silent  on  Uiis  head,  said  to  have  laid  them  on  paper,  and  foiling 

has  been  assumed  by  some  as  a  presumptive  ar-  asleep,  when  he  awoke,  observed,  that  from  the 

ganent  that  this  doctrine  w  without  a  solid  foun-  dew,  Uieir  form  was  impressed  on  the  paper, 

dation.     I  have  already  endeavoured  to  show  This  accident  induced  him  to  make  further  ex- 

that  this  assumption  is  unfounded ;  (see  page  periments  :  he  next  cut  his  letters  in  wood,  and, 

90.)    A  plurality  of  worlds  is  more  than  once  dipping  them   in  a  ghitinous  liquid,  impressed 

asserted  in  scripture,  and  in  numerous  passages  them  on  paper,  which  he  found  an  improvement ; 

is  evidsntly  taken  for  granted.    Celestial  Intel-  and,  soon  after,  substituting  leaden  and  pewter 

liganrms  are  represented  as  ascribing  **  glory,  letters,  erected  a  press  in  hu  bouse ;  thus  laying 

honour,  wisdom,  and  power"  to  the  king  of  heap  the  foundation  of  this  noble  art,  which  has  thence 

ran,  "  because  he  hath  created  all  things,"  and  gradually  risen  to  its  present  excellence.    The 

bacanae  they  perceive  his  works  to  be  "  great  art,  it  is  said,  was  stolen  from  him  by  his  ser- 

tnd  narvelkNn."    But  if  all  the  great  gfobes  in  vant,  John  Faustus,  who  conveyed  it  to  Mentz, 

Ilia  firmament  were  only  so  many  frightfol  da-  and,  from  the  novdty  of  the  discovery,  soon  ao- 

larta,  destitute  of  inhabitants,  such  a  univarae  quired  the  title  of  doctor  and  conjuror.    The 

aodd  never  inspire  superior  intelligences  with  original  specimens  are  now  shown  at  the  library 

•MratioB  of  the  m$dom  of  the  Creator.    For  in  the  Town  Hall.    The  first  is  on  a  leaf  of 

wiadom  ooosists  in  proportioning  siaaas  to  sndt;  parchment,  and  the  second  and  third  on  paper, 

hat,  in  the  case  supposed,  there  would  be  no  pro-  printed  only  on  one  side,  and  the  comers  left 

poctioo  between  the  means  and  the  end.    The  blank  for  capitab.    At  the  top  are  wooden  cuts 

■sans  are  indeed  great  and  astanuhins ;  but  no  representing  the  creation,  and,  as  it  is  called 

sad  anpsin  to  jostiQr  soch  a  display  of  oreatiog  Lacifor^  FsH.**— Pp.  109—111. 

SO 
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No.  Vm.  p.  118.— 0«  TtitMoptt ;  with  a  britf   of  crown  glass.    Bj  thk 
noticr  of  a  nw  rbflxctiro  TKuetoopx,     ibrmed  witboot  being  blended  with  die  pruntlie 


conBtmetad  by  the  mUkar.  ooknini)  and  it  will,  therefore,  bear  a 

greater  magnifying  power  than  n  coamon  nSm> 

It  is  doirfilful  to  what  particnlar  individual  tor.      An  achromatic  teleeoope  fbor  feet  kag 

we  owe  the  invention  of  the  taleeeope.    Some  wiU  magnify  objects  as  much  as  n  comaw  r^ 

have  supposed  that  Roger  Bacon  and  Baptisia  firactor  100  feet  long. 

PorU  invented  this  instrument.    BoreUi  ascribes  In  reJUuing  telescopes  the  images  of  objecti 

the  invention  to  Zacharias  Jansen,  a  native  of  are  formed  by  speculuma  or  mirrors,  instead  ol 

Middleburgb.    Perhaps  the  account  gtveo  in  the  Isnses.    Thej  are  of  two  kinds,  the  Qitgvrim 

article  to  which  this  note  refers,  and  which   is  and  the  Ntwtenian,    The  Gregorian  rsflsdv 

atated  by  a  variety  of  authors,  may  be  as  proba-  consists  of  a  tube,  in  which  a  concave  miirsr, 

Ua  as  any  other.     It  is  certain  that  the  tdescope  hmring  a  hole  in  its  centre,  is  placed.     The  laji 

was  not  in  general  use  until  the  beginning  of  of  light  from  distant  ohfCMru  felling  upon  lUa 

4w  17th  century,  and  that  no  discoveries  in  the  nurror,  form  an  image  b^bre  it,  ia  its  csntrs  or 

hsavens  were  nwde  with  h,  tiO  the  year  1009.  focus.    This  image  is  intercepted  by  a  amafcr 

There  are  two  kinds  of  telescopes,  r^r^etiMg  mirror,  which  reflects  it  back  through  the  hols  is 

•ad  T^fkcttng*    In  refracting  teleecopes,  the  rayi  the  la^e  mirror,  to  an  eye-glass,  l^wigfa  which 

•f  light  pass  through  convex  or  concave  ghuass  the  obsorver  views  the  ofajsoL    In  the  Ncwteain 

•r  Irases.    The  object-glass  is  always  convex,  reflector,  a  plane  mirror,  plaMd  at  an  aa^  of 

and  forms  an  image  or  picture  of  the  (4>}ect  in  an  46  degrees,  is  substituted  in  place  of  the  SHaii 

inverted  position  in  its  focus^  which  image  is  mirror  in  the  Gregorian  ooostniction,  and  ihs 

viewed  by  the  eye-ghws  ;  and   the  magn^ing  observer  looks  down  upon  the  object  ihnwgk  Ae 

power  is  in  the  proportion  of  the  focal  distance  of  side  of  the  tube.    Dr.  Brewster  has  sugeslsd 

the  object-glass  to  that  of  the  eye<>ghws.    The  an  interesting  improvement  in  the  <iaisliiwiion 

focal  distance  of  a  convex  ^ass  may  he  ascer-  of  this  instrument,  which  is  described  in  At 

tained  by  holding  it  in  the  rays  of  the  sun,  op-  Edmburgk  Ene^,  Art.  Optietj  p.  644. 
posite  to  a  piece  of  white  paper,  and  measuring 

the  distance  between  the  glass  and  the  wlute  Nem  R^edar.^'AhwA  three  years  ago,  ths 

upott  or  burning  point,  formed  on  the  paper.  An  author  commenced  a  series  of  ejmerimems  oa 

astronomical  teleecope  for  viewing  celestial  ob»  r^ecting  telescopes ;  and  has  lately  cuuitnictsi 

jects  may  be  constructed  with  only  two  glasses,  several  on  a  now  plan  and  prindpte.     In  ihii 

U  an  object-glass,  dO  inches  focal  distance,  be  construction,  there  is  no  ssiatf  specolnai,  eithv 

fixed  in  the  end  of  a  tube,  and  an  eye-glara  of  plane,  convex,  or  concave ;  there  is  no  tube,  tar 

one  inch  focus  be  placed  at  the  other  end,  at  the  cept  a  short  one  of  two  or  three  inches  in  lengdi, 

distance  of  31  inches  from  the  object-glass,  a  for  holding  the  speculum.  The  observer  sits  wiih 

telescope  will  be  formed,  which  will  magnify  in  his  back  to  the  object,  and  views  the  image  foraud 

the  prnportion  of  one  to  thirty,  or  90  tiroes ;  that  by  the  speculum  through  an  eyepiece,  which  re 

is,  objects  seen  through  such  a  telesot^  will  ap-  quires  to  be  nicely  directed  and  adjusted.    Three 

pear  thirty  times  larger  in  diameter,  or  thirty  or  four  instruments  of  this  construction  have  bees 

times  nearer,  than  to  the  naked  eye.     By  such  fitted  up,  with  specula  of  6,  8,  16,  SS,  35,  asd 

an  instrument,  the  inequaliites  on  the  moon's  49  inches  focal  distance.     One  of  them,  haviag 

surface,  and  some  of  the  satellites  of  Jupiter,  a  speculum  of  eight  indies  focus,  and  two  inches 

may  be  perceived ;  but  when  directed  to  land  ob-  diameter,  with  a  terrestrial  eye-piece,  magnif]^ 

jects  they  will  appear  inverted,  or  turned  upside  ing  about  25  times,  forms  an  excellent  pariosr 

down.    Ia  order  to  reverse  the  appearance  of  telraoope  for  viewing  land  objects,  and  exhlbiti 

the  object,  two  other  eye-glasses  are  required ;  them  in  a  brilliant  and  novel  aspect.     When 

or,  if  a  eonootoe  eye-glass  of  a  similar  focus  be  compared  with  a  Gregorian  of  the  same  sin 

placed  at  29  inches  from  the  object-glasSt  the  and  magnifying  power,  the  quantity  of  l^ht  upon 

object  will  appear  in  its  natural  position,  and  the  the  object  appears  nearly  doubled,  and  the  imagt 

magnifying  power  will  be  the  same  ;  but  the  it  equalhf  dii^nct.    It  represents  objects  in  tbdr 

field  of  view  will  be  much  smaller.     Astro-  natural  colours,  without  that  dingy  and  yeUowidk 

nomical  telescopes  of  this  construction  were  for-  tinge  which  appears  when  looking  throogk  a 

merly  made  of  190,  and  even  of  200  feet  in  Gregorian.    Another  of  these  insttuments,  ka^ 

length,  and  were  used  without  a  tube ;  the  ob-  ing  a  speculum  of  28  inches  focal  distance,  aod 

iect-glass  being  placed  on  the  top  of  a  long  pole ;  an  eye-piece  producing  a  magnifying  power  of 

hot  these  are  now  entirely  superseded  by  aehro*  dbout  100  times,  smtos  as  an  exodtent  astrani^ 

SMtfie  telescopes.    In  the  achromatic  telescope,  mical  telescope.    Bv  this  instrameiK  fl>e  beta 

the  object-glass  is  compounded  of  two,  and  and  sateHites  of  Jupiter,  the  ring  of  Saturn,  asd 

sometimes  of  three  lenses,  placed  dose  to  each  the  mountains  and  cavities  of  the  aaoon,  issy  It 

other,  one  of  which  is  a  double  concave   of  contemplated  with  great  ease  and  distuKt— 

filtM,  and  the  other  ft  doobU  ooBfax  l^phMsaiigthopsda^oathoflooroflhsapHl» 
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It,  when  (be  object  is  at  a  high  elovation,  we  No.  IX.  p.  t56. — On  Steam  Navigation. 
■«an  view  celestial  phenoroena  with  the  same  ease 

«■  if  we  were  sitting  at  a  writing  desk  reading  a  The  application  of  steam,  as  a  mechanical 

book.    With  a  magnifying  power  of  about  40  or  power  for  impelling  vessels  along  rivers  and  seas, 

m  times  applied  to  this  telescope,  terrestrial  ob-  is  one  of  the  most  brilliant  and  useful  achievo- 

jects  appear  eitremeljr  bright  and  well  defined,  ments  of  art  which  distinguish  the  present  age, 

A  speculum  of  49  inches  focal  distance,  and  6i  and  seems  destined  to  produce  an  important  and 

inches  diameter,  has  lately  been  fitted  up  on  the  interesting  change  in  the  general  intercourse  of 

■ame  principle.    With  magnifying  powers  td  nations.    From  the  <*  Report  of  a  Commit.ce  of 

^oro  100  to  160  limes,  itexhibits  distinct  and  in-  Parliament,"  ptiblished  iu  1822,  it  appenrs,  that 

teresting  views  of  the  noon's  surface,  and  of  the  the  first  application  of  steam  to  the  imi)elling  <»f 

ring  of  Saturn,  and  with  a  power  of  56  timet  it  vessels  was  made  by  an  Englishman,  of  the 

•fiords  a  beautiful  view  of  land  obiecla.    The  name  of  Hull,  who,  in  1796,  obtained  a  patent 

•pacula  used  in  these  instruments  are  far  from  for  the  invention  of  a  steam-beat,  to  be  moved 

being  good  ;  being  of  a  yellowish  colour,  and  with  a  crank  and  paddles.    But  it  was  only  in 

scarcely  hatt* polished,  and  having  large  holes  in  1807,  that  the  invention  was  fairly  brought  into 

the  centre  ;  as  they  were  originally  intended  for  practical  use,  by  Mr.  Fulton,  «n  American, 

Gregorian  reflectors ;  yet  the  brightness  of  visioD  who  had  the  assistance  and  advice  of  Mr.  Bell, 

approaches  nearly  to  that   of  achromatic   lele-  a  Scots  engineer.     There  are  now,  according 

■copes.    The  experiments  which  have  been  made  to  Mr.  Perking  statement,  about  900  steant- 

on  this  subject  demonstrate,  that  a  iube  is  not  boats  on  the  rivers,  bays,   and  coasts  of  the 

necessary  for  a  reflecting  telescope,  when  view-  United  States,  varying  in  their  size  from  100 

ing  either  celestial  or  terrestrial  objects ;  and,  to  700  tons.     In  ^Britain,   the  first  successfal 

therefore,  this  construction  of  the  instrument  may  application  of  steam  to  vesseb  was  made  by 

h9  denominated,   The  Aerial  R^fieetatr,    The  the  above-aaeBtioned  Mr.  Bell,*  who  built  the 

•implicity  of  the  construction,  and  the  ezoell«ice  Oomet  of  25  tons,  and  four  horses*  power,  te 

</[  the  performance  of  these  instrumeots,  have  ply  on  the  Clyde.     There   are  now  reckoned 

been  much  admired  by  several  scientific  gentle-  about  150  steam-boats,  from  40  to  500  tons, 

■wn  to  whom  they  have  been  exhibited.    A  plying  oo  the  rivers  and  coasts  of  the  British 

«nt»al  has  lately  been  lodged  at  the  Patoit  Of-  isles.    Glasgow,  which  had  the  honour  of  in* 

^Kitf  in  the  view  of  taking  out  a  patent  for  this  troduciog  steam  navigation  on  this  side  of  the 

«oostruction  of  reflecting  teleacopes ;  and  a  more  Atlantic,  is  still  the  seat  of  its  greatest  activity, 

datailed  account  of  it  will  probably  soon  appear  According  to  a  statement  given  in  the  "  Edin- 

m  some  of  the  scientific  journals.  burgh  PhilMophical  Journal,^  published  in  July, 

In  the  syitom  of  Opdcty  lately  published  in  1822,  there  were  then  no  leas  than  86  steam- 

the  Edinburgh  Encyclopaedia,  (one  of  the  most  boats,  of  various  sizes,   plying  on  the  Clyde. 

luminous  and  comprehensive  treatises  which  has  Some  of  these,  besides  performing  regular  voy- 

ytX  appeared  on  this  subject,)  the  writer,  in  his  ages  to  Inverary,  Campbelton,  BelfHSl,  Liver- 

antroduction  to  the  account  of  Dr.  Brewster's  pool,  and  other  'places,   are  also  performing 

improvement  on  the  Newtonian  telescope,  re-  tours,  during  the  summer  months,  to  the  Giant's 

marks  }— "  If  we  could  dispense  with  the  use  of  Causeway,  Stafia,   Skye,  and  other  porta  of 

the  troall  specula  in  telescopes  of  moderate  length,  the  Western  isles,  and   to   Inverness  by  the 

hy  inclining  the  great  speculum,  and  using  an  Caledonian  canal.    Steam-boats  are  also  plying 

oblique,  and,  consequently,  a  (2»«torfed  reflection,  between  Aberdeen  and  Leith~>between  New- 

•Bpropoaedfirstby  La  Maire,  we  should  consider  haven  and  Aberdour,   Brunt  island,   Kiiighom, 

the  Newtonian  telescope  as  perfect;  and  on  a  KirkaMy,  and   D^eart;   and    to  Queensferry, 

large  scale,  or  when  the  instrument  exceeds  20  Alloa,   Grangemouth,    and    Sterling — between 

Iset,  it  has  undoubtedly  this  character,  as  nothing  Leith  and  London — Dover  and  Calais.      One 

«aB  be  more  simple  than  to  magnify,  by  a  smgle  has  been  plying  for  several  years  on  Looh- 

-•jef  lass,  the  image  formed  by  a  single  speculum.  Lomond,  which  enables  the  traveller,  at  a  small 

— >Aa  the  fnnt  wew  is  quite  impraetieabU^  and,  expense,  to  take  an  interesting  view  of  tlie  di- 

indeed,  Aos  nojer  been  aiUmpied  in  instruments  versified  scenery  of  that  beautiful  lake.     Five 

"of  nsnMdl  size,  it  becomes  of  great  practical  cmi-  are  just  now  pl>'ing  on  the  Tay.;  two  of  which, 

■jaqoence  to  remove  as  much  as  possible  the  evils  with  engines  of  90  and  40  horse  powers,  and 

«H«ich  arise  from  the  use  of  a  small  speculum,"  fitted  up  with  elegant  accommodations  ply  daily 

Itus.— The  instruments  noticed  above  have  ef-  between  Perth  and  Dundee;  each  of  them,  during 

Ibetoated  the  desirable  object  alluded  to  by  this  •  it  is  much  to  be  retnretted,  and  It  Is  certainly  not 

fwpectable  writer ;  and  the  principle,  of  the  con-  congenial  to  the  Mlieral  »].Irtt  of  the  age,  that  this 

_7^  ..              ...      .u  .  _r  ¥^    rr      _L  II    ^    *  gentleman,  who  was  among  the  first  Inventors  or 

•truetion  m  neither  that  or  Dr.  Hersctiel  Hjront  gteam  navigation,  and  who  has  done  fo  murh  to 

«MMr,  nor  does  it  coincide  with  that  propoaed  promote  tts  success  In  the  nelghtwurhood  of  GUut- 

ka  T.a  Mmirm  which  maiiui  tn  knvn  Immmi  a  miiM  BO^>  has  uevor  received  any  public  reward  for  his 

Tf       TT?^'                      .                 .     •  "**•  exertions,  and  has  been  left  to  sink  Into  a  «tate  ai^ 

MM,  which  was  aerer  put  utoaMcnlMo.  imaehlng  to  povsrtf. 
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most  of  the  fummer  roootht,  transporting  nearly  of  nir&oe  diould  be  imnMrwd  in  die  water  6r 
a  hundred  passengers  at  every  trip.  each  horse  power.     The  paddle  wheels  Wf 
Steam  navigation,  though  less  understood  on  from  10  to  15  feet  in  diameter,  dip  fitmi  It  toS) 
the  Continent  than  with  us,  is  now  beginning  inches  in  the  water,  and  have  about  one  loot  m 
to  make  considerable  progress.     There  are  8  breadth  for  each  10  horse  power.  Mr.  Glsdstoas 
steam-boats  on  the  Garonne,  and  several  on  affirms,  that  so  much  power  is  wasted  in  ^ 
the   Seine.     There   are  two  on  the  hake  of  placing  the  water  by  the  stroke  of  the  bosid, 
Geneva,  and  two  are  about  to  be   established  that  the  velocity  of  the  ship  is  only  about  ooe^^slf 
on  the  Lake  Constance,  and  there  are,  besides,  of  that  of  the  outer  surface  of  the  paddky^becL 
one  or  two  on  the  Danube.     It  is  likely,  that  '    *'  There  are  two  sources  of  apprebeosioa  ■ 
in  the  course  of  a  few  years  such  conveyances  steam-boata— fire,  and  the  bursting  of  the  hoSkr, 
vrill  be  established  on  all  our  friths  and  rivers.  With  regard  to  the  latter,  when  the  boiler  is  of 
and  the  period  is,  no  doubt,  hastening  on,  when  low  pressure,  it  is  satisfkctorily  estsiblished  tktf 
excursions  will  be  taken,  in  such  vehicles,  be-  not  the  smallest  danger  exists.     And  in  the  bei* 
tween  Europe  and  America.     A  steam-boat  of  constructed  vessels,  the  danger  from  fire  iscoa- 
700  tons  burden,  and  100  horse  power,  has  sailed  plelely  obviated,  by  separating  the  (bmace  fitsa 
regularly,  summer  and  winter,  fur  three  or  four  the  sides  of  the  vessels  by  five  inches  of  water." 
years,  between  New- York  and  New-Orleans,  The  power  of  steam  is  now  rendered  subiiir 
a  distance  of  2000  miles,  in  an  open  sea,  ex-  vient  to  the  broking  of  stones  for  the  coastnio> 
posed  to  great  storms ;  and,  by  many,  she  is  tion  of  roads.    The  stones  are  put  into  a  kind 
preferred  to  the  packets,  not  only  for  the  cer- '  of  hopper  above,  and  poshed  dovm  with  a  rake, 
tainty  of  making  shorter  voyages,  but  on  ac^  and  the  machine  is  worked  by  a  rotatory  mocioa 
couni  of  greater  tafdy.     In  America,    steam  of  one  horse  power ;  and  will  break  a  ton  oThsrd 
vessels  are  fitted  up  with  every  accommodation  p^ibles  completely,  in  from  six  to  eight  mimites. 
and  elegancy  which  art  can  devise  ;   so  as  to  A  steam  machine  has  also  been  invented  for  dw 
produce,  if  possible,  as  great  a  variety  of  en-  dressing ofwoollenck>th,whbh  does  as  mudi  work 
joyroent  to  passengers  on  sea  as  on  land.    Mr.  in  60  minutes  as  two  men  could  do  in  twodajs. 
Church,  the  American  consul  in  France,   has  ilfon.  Mag,  Aug.  1SS8,  p.  71. — A  steam  csr- 
invented  a  paddle,  which  revolves  on  the  pad-  riage,  for  conveying  goods  and  passengers  Oi 
die  wheel,  by  very  simple  mechanism,  which  land,  wa«  lately  constructing  by  Mr.  Griffiths, 
is  (bund  to  save  power.    In  the  United  States,  Its  rate  of  motion,  on  common  roads,  is  eif  inatsd 
a  new  mode  of  c(mstructing  cabins  has  been  at  five  miles  an  hour,  at  an  average ;  about  tlves 
lately  introduced,  so  as  to  place  them  beyond  miles  when  going  up  hill,  and  above  seven  whea 
the  reach  of  injury  from  explosions  of  the  boiler,  running  down.    But  pecuniary  embarrassments, 
A  steam  vessel  of  a  large  size  has  lately  been  or  other  impediments,  have,  hitherto,  prevented 
fitted  up,  which   is   intended  to  sail  between  the  completion  of  his  design. 
London  and  Calcutta.  Mr.  Perkins  has  lately  made  improvements  oa 
"  Steam  vessels  have  been  built  in  this  ooun-  the  steam  engine,  which  promise  to  carry  its 
try  of  from  10  to  500  tons,  and  from  S  or  4  to  110  powers  to  a  high  degree  of  perfection.     Tbe»- 
horse  power.     The  length  of  the  City  of  Edin-  gine  he  has  lately  constructed  is  calculated  to  a 
burgh,  on  the  upper  deck,  is  143  feet ;  and  some  ten  horse  power,  though  the  cylinder  is  no  more 
have  lately  been  constructed  of  still  larger  dimen-  than  two  inches  in  diameter,  and  18  inches  long, 
sions.     The  American  sieam-boatii  are.  larger  with  a  stroke  of  only  13  inches.     Although  the 
than  ours,  and  are  much  more  used  for  the  con-  space  occupied  by  the  engine  is  not  more  thsn 
veyance  of  merchandise.  The  Frontinac,  which  six  feet  by  eight,  yet  Mr.  P.  considers  the  ap- 
plies on  the  Canadian  side  of  Lake  Ootario,  is  paratus  (with  the  exception  of  the  working  cy- 
170  feet  long  on  deck,  and  32  feet  broad  ;  and  linder  and  piston)  as  perfectly  suflkient  ht  a 
the  Chancellor  Livingston,  which  plies  on  the  thirty  horse  engine.     When  the  engine  perfbmn 
Hudson,  is  of  the  same  size.  The  velocity  aimed  full  work,  it  consumes  only  two  bushels  of  coal 
at  is  generally  8  or  9  miles  an  hour.     The  pro-  in  the  day.    Mr.  Perkins  has  also  announced  a 
portion  is,  on  an  average,  about  one  horse  power  discovery  still  more  extraordinary,  viz.  that  he 
for  every  four  tons  of  burden,  computed  in  the  has  been  able  "  to  arrest  the  heat,  afler  it  hat 
usual  way.     The  velocity  is  found  to  be  nearly  performed  its  mechanical  functions,  and  actually 
as  the  square  root  of  the  power,  so  that  an  80  pump  it  back  to  the  generator,  to  unite  with  a 
horse  power  engine  will  produce  only  ftcnce  the  fi-esh  portion  of  water,  and  renew  its  useful  la- 
velocity  of  one  of  20  horse  power.    Something  hours."  A  particular  account  of  Perkins's  engine, 
dt^pends  also  on  the  make  and  size  of  the  vessel,  accompanied  with  an  engraving,  is  given  in  the 
The  "  Sovereign,"  of  210  tons,  and  60  horse  Edin.  Philos.  Journal,  No.   17,  for  July  182S. 
power,  goes  9i  miles  an  hour  in  still  water ;  and  The  pretensions  of  Mr.  Perkins,  however,  have 
the  <'  James  Watt,"  of  448  tons,  and  100  horse  not  yet  been  so  fully  substantiated  by  experioMBl 
power,  is  stated  to  go  10  miles.  For  the  paddle-  as  to  satisfy   the  anxious  expectation  of  tht 
boards,  the  rule  is,  that  S-lOihs  of  a  square  foot  pubUc. 
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An  inierestmg  report  has  Utely  beea  publUhed 
of  a  series  of  experiments,  niudo  tviih  a  new 
'tUam  engine,  invented  by  an  Americ.to  roaclii- 
nist,  called  the  capiUary  tUam  engine.     Three 
freat  objects  are  said  to  be  acc«>mplis'ied  by  this 
iDveotion,  lighineUj  tafelif,  ani  economy  of  fuel. 
In  an  engine  calculated  fur  a  Hmr  home  power, 
Che  generator  is  formed  (if  a  copjier  lube  i  inch 
in  diameter,  and  100  feet  long,  which  weighi 
about  16lbs.    Il  iii  arranged  in  coils,  one  above 
another,  in  the  form  of  a  sugar  loaf,  30  inches 
high ;  the  bottom  coil  being  18  inches  m  diame- 
ter, and  the  top  one  considerably  lesi.     The 
wood  is  prepared  as  it  usual  Ctr  a  stove,  and  put 
within  ihe  coils.    The  eteatn  cylinder  is  furssed 
of  sheet  copper,  three  inches  in  duuneter,  27 
inches  in  stroke,  and,  with  all  its  appendages, 
weighs  about  SSIbs.     It  hati  been  ajiceitained, 
that  the  generator  and  main  cylinder,  with  their 
contents  and  appendage*,  exclusive  of  fuel,  need 
not  weigh  more  than  201bs.  to  the  horse  power. 
JVb  harm  can  be  done  by  the  hursting  of  boilere 
—even  a  safety-valve  is  considered  as  useless, 
in  the  course  of  the  experiments,  the  experi- 
menters several  times  bur^t  the  tube;  but,  so  far 
fro'n  doing  any  injury,  it  c:Mild  u>»t  always   be 
perceived  by  the  ttpeciatorx.     To  asccrUiin  what 
may  be  done  towards  aerial  navigation,  by  stean, 
rxpcrimeats  were  made  on  the  power  of  wings 
in  tho  air,  and  on  the  power  noccisary  to  work 
them.     The  result  is,  that  it  requires  a  horse 
power  to  carry  SOlbs.  in  the  air  ;  so  that  a  Bying 
engine,  to  bo  worked  by  diarcoal,  would  weij[h 
about  SOlbj.  to  thr  horse  power,  wings,  comJen- 
ser  and  fuel  included.     It  was  also  ascertniaed 
by  exporimcnts  and  calculations,  that  a  batUxMi 
OMild  hj  made  to  carry  a  man  with  an  engine, 
which  would  p<ish  it  at  the  rate  of  15  miles  an 
hour  in  tiw  air.    A  more  particular  detail  of 
these  experiments  may  be  seen  in  the  '*  London 
Mechanics*  Magazine,"  No.  60,  f^  16th  Octo- 
ber, 18«4. 

No.  X.  p.  lA^.—^Stririuren  ona  eerlun  tenti/ntnt 
reepectinr  the  loork  of  Unman  Redemption. 

The  sentiment  referred  to  in  this  para«;ra|»h, 
**  That  there  never  was,  aor  ever  will  be,  through 
all  the  ages  of  eiemiry,  so  wonderful  a  display 
<jf  the  divine  glory,  as  in  the  crues  of  Chri^it," 
lias  been  reiterated  a  thousand  times,  in  sertnoos 
and  in  systems  of  divinity,  and  is  still  repeat- 
ad  by  certain  preadiers,  as  if  it  were  an  in- 
conlroveriible  axiom,  which  ought  never  to  be 
called  in  queilion  ;  and  is,  no  doubt,  intended  to 
magnify  the  divine  attributes,  and  the  work  of 
redemption.*     But  it  is  nothing  mare  tlian  a 

*  It  is  not  important  to  determine  how  often  the 
■enUment  here  expressed  has  been  "  reiterated  la 
aermons  and  systems  of  dlvtoHy.**  We  eanaot,  how- 
erer.  believe  that  It  has  been  repeated  with  the  same 
fTflaaeocy  m  the  aathofs  laagnaffe  seems  to  Uaply; 


presumptuous  asnrniption^  which  has  a  tendency 
to  limit  the  (lerfec^ioiis  of  Deity,  and  tu  prebeiR 
a  partial  and  di.-iiorted  view  of  the  econuoiy  of 
human  redem[>:ion.  For,  in  the  fini  place,  il 
hoi  n9  foundation  in  Scrij4ure.  There  is  not  a 
sinjfks  paisagd  fiom  which  ii  can  be  le^riiimately 
deduced.  The  onus  probamU,  on  this  point, 
rests  with  those  who  make  the  a.<tseniiin.  A 
gentleman,  when  lately  conversing  0:1  i\ii^  sub- 
ject, brought  forward  the  (iilSowing  interrogation, 
as  a  demon^iirative  argument  in  proof  of  (he  po- 
sition in  quedtiou:  *'  Is  not  redemption  declared 
in  Scrip:ure  to  be  the  chief  of  all  the  works  of 
God?"  but  he  was  not  a  little  surprised,  when 
lie  was  informed  that  the  passage,  which  he  had 
partly  mi-ujuoted,  is  applied  to  the  behemoth  or 
the  elephan',  as  stated  in  Job  xl.  19. — S<i1y,  the 
a.'tsertion  is  as  presumptuous  as  it  is  unfounded. 
It  takes  for  granteti,  that  we  know  all  the  evenfg 
which  have  already  happened,  and  which  are  now 
taking  place  ihrougitoui  the  whole  range  of  God^s 
univental  empire.  This  empire  apjiears  un- 
bounded ;  ari'l  that  perli'xi  of  it  which  we  caa 
minutely  explore,  is  but  as  a  point  in  comparison 

to  exprcan  all  the  meaning  here  attributed  to  it.  ran> 
not  l>e  denietl.  Rut  why  m.\y  il  not  have  WK'n  Home- 
tunes  used  to.ll!«tmjnilstitiie  work  of  mediiilun  from 
ail  the  otlicr  THVoaM  whirl)  God  has  ronfonre<t  nit 
tHir  race  ?  lu  Mi  History  of  Redemption,  i».  342,  Pre- 
BiJeni  E«i wards  tmyt,  "  Vnnn  what  h.-w  Iicrn  sakJ.  one 
mny  arjnic  toat  the  work  of  reiicuiptlon  is  tlie  i^reat- 
GHt  of  all  (JtHl's  work.-t.  of  which  we  have  any  notice, 
and  it  l8  ihr»  end  of  ;»ll^»l.»  other  works.'*  This  view 
of  the  SHhk'ct  aiccrds  with  the  scriptures.  Thousb 
It  cannot  b<;  .iBscrted.  that  In  a  Bin;?le  liiMunce  they 
di.'ecti/  attirm  ti«  work  of  redemption  to  bs  iho 
greatest  of  all  tlwj  workrf  of  »Jo.|.  yet  they  give  it 
puch  an  imnortMUce  and  promlnen<.'y,  as  arc  conced- 
ed to  no  other  of  !li«  dispcu»Hi  ions-  In  tl^ls  lifrht  the 
aiiOHtles  Mvmloliavo  reKunlud  il.  PmuI  counted  all 
the  distiurrjon-j  and  honnurx  and  a<ivantaj.'rj?  which 
he  h-vl  acqnlred  ainons  the  Jews,  as  lo.«<.s  in  com- 
Ii.iriv>n  with  the  k lory  of  the  goiiticl.  He  went  even 
farther.  He  derlareil  that  he  couute«l  tUl  things  but 
lo^s  for  the  excellency  of  the  knowlenRe  of  Christ 
Je.su*  hl-j  Lord.  In  thl^  view  of  Ihe  subject  there  Is 
no  pre&utuiiiion  and  no  limitatloo  of  the  "divine 
psrfecUons  ar^l  operatloiiH."  It  has  no  tendency 
either  to  damp  the  hopes,  or  obscure  the  prospects 
of  immortal  beln«:«. 

On  the  other  h^d.  who.  that  Is  not  presumptuous 
beyond  euluranrt',  will  supijo.-'e,  Ih  it  he  now  under- 
ffanils  tire  full  extent  of  the  Inve  of  Christ,  an«l  its 
beartU!^  on  all  toe  other  dtviiic  ofieraiton^  ?  Who 
will  dare  to  .i-Hsen,  that  tbii.  t.-tcme  will  ni*t  be  sutB- 
rient  for  ever  to  eiuploy  |tie  medltatJoaA  and  the 
sonas  of  the  rcJee!»e.l  ?  Has  any  one  a»cen*ined, 
thai  it  is  M>  Inaiied,  as  to  be  soon  exhaoi^trd  I  (.lia 
these  topics  the  author  is  hsippily  silent;  or  rather 
he  "pronounces  nothln:;  decisively,"  but  afflrmt, 
that  were  he  "to  hazard  a  cofOecture."  he  shoakl 
say,  titat  the  converse  of  the  proposition"  under 
consideration  "Is  true."  But  for  ourselves  "wo 
feel  chained  down  to  an  obscure  comer  of  (JoJ's 
domains,"  and  possess  no  li«ht  except  Hat  which 
bo  has  siven  us.  lu  our  present  condition  toe  dare 
not  launch  with  the  author  into  the  ocean  of  con- 
jecture. Guided  by  the  revelation  which  God  has 
made,  we  are  compelled  to  regard  the  work  of  re- 
demption as  the  greatest  of  all  the  divine  works  of 
which  wc  have  any  knowledge ;  and  we  are  satisfied, 
that  the  devetopmeat  of  the  relations  and  bearings 
and  effecu  of  this  stupendous  work  wUl  be  sufflclent 
to  employ  an  oor  powera  of  comprehension,  and 
erer  to  mlaliter<lo  aa  new  aad  oiMtaw  deUghtw^ 
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of  the  whole.  Bat  before  we  can,  m  pood 
grounds,  hazard  auch  an  assertion  as  ihat  tiiid*^ 
consideration,  we  roust  have  explored  all  the  dis- 
pensations of  God,  through  every  portion  of  his 
vast  dominions  ;  and  be  able  lo  form  a  c«m|»ari- 
son  between  the  different  displays  of  divine  glory,  - 
made  to  all  the  different  classes  of  intellectual 
beings,  under  the  government  of  the  Creator. 
And  who,  among  the  sons  of  Adam,  can  lay  claim 
to  such  high  qualifications  for  pronouncing  so 
sweeping  a  decision  on  this  point  ?  Sdly,  It  teU 
limUt  to  the  divine  perfeetiona  and  operaiiona.  For 
although  it  could  be  proved,  (which  it  cannot  be,) 
that  no  such  displays  have  hitherto  been  nuule  to 
any  other  beings,  yet  who  can  take  U|ion  him  to 
■saert,  that  displays  of  divine  perfection  &r  more 
glorious  and  astonishing  will  not  be  exhibited 
daring  the  countless  ages  of  eternity  which  are 
yet  to  come  ?  To  set  limits  to  the  operations  of 
almighty  power  and  boundless  benevolence,  dur- 
ing the  lapse  of  infinite  duration,  is  not  the  pro- 
vince of  any  creat«$d  intelligence,  and  far  less 
of  man,  who  stands  so  low  in  the  scale  of  tmi- 
versal  being.  4thly,  It  tenda  to  damp  the  hopea 
andpro9pecta  of  immortal  6etng-«,  when  looking 
forward  to  an  interminable  existence.  For  this 
sentiment  leads  them  to  conclude,  that  they  are 
already  acquainted  with  the  greatest  display  of 
divine  glory  which  can  be  made  ;  and  that  what- 
ever scenes  of  wonder  may  be  exhibited  in  the 
future  world,  they  must,  of  oourre,  be  all  inferior 
to  this,  in  point  of  extent  and  grandeur. 

The  redemption  of  the  human  race,  as  dis- 
played in  the  Christian  revelation,  is  a  theme 
sufficiently  grand,  astonishing,  and  interesting, 
to  command  the  attention  of  all  who  are  con- 
vinced that  they  belong  to  an  apiMfate  race  uf 
intelligences,  and  to  excite  the  admiration  and 
gratitude  of  all  who  have  experienced  its  bene- 
fits ;  and  it  stands  in  no  need  of  such  unfounded 
and  extravagant  assertions,  to  display  its  riches 
and  glory.  "  Will  a  man  speak  deceitfully  (or 
God  ?  Shall  not  his  excellency  make  you  al'ruid, 
and  his  dread  fall  upon  you  ?"— We  pronounce 
nothing  decisively  on  this  subject.  We  feel  <Mir- 
seives  chained  down  lo  an  obscure  corper  tif 
God's  dominions,  to  be  in  the  very  infancy  of 
our  knowledge,  and  withal,  to  be  connected  with 
a  race  of  beings  whose  "  understandings  are 
darkened  by  reason  of  sin  ;**  and  are  therefore 
unable  to  pronounce  an  infallible  decision  on 
what  God  will  or  will  not  do.  Were  we  to  ha- 
zard a  conjecture  on  this  subject,  we  would  say, 
that  the  converse  of  the  proposition  under  consi- 
deration is  more  probable  than  the  proposition 
itself  We  can  conceive  of  worlds  ten  thousand 
times  more  populous  than  ours,  and  peopled  with 
a  higher  order  of  intellectual  beings,  towards 
whom  a  similar  display  of  benevolence  and  mercy, 
were  itnecenary,  may  be  made ;  and,  therefore, 
in  point  of  th»  egtani  of  its  objects,  we  can  con- 
ooiTo  th«  love  of  Qod  more  iUiiitriouilj  bmuu* 


ffsted  than  even  to  the  inhabttaots  of  nttr  okibe. 
But  whether  sucii  an  went  i^iiall  ever  take  p«rv, 
it  would  be  presumption  inus  lodeterminf.  F* 
the  thoughts  and  ilie  ways  of  God  as  lar  innsceM 
ourn,  "  as  the  heavens  are  high  above  the  eanh." 
It  demands  our  highest  tribute  ol' grateful  adf«k- 
tion,  that  the  Almighty  condescended  to  '^  reetf^ 
us  in  i>ur  low  estate,'*  and  to  deliver  us  frooiiiis 
moral  degradation  into  which  we  had  falk-Q ;  hat, 
surely,  it  wuuki  be  unrraxonablu  to  coociudr, 
from  thiM  consideration,  that  of  all  the  rxiioiHl 
tribes  which  people  the  univ^rve,  man  u  the  iviiy 
favourite  of  the  Moat  High,  **  when  thtiusas^ 
worlds  are  round."  Though  myriads  of  oib«r 
intelligences  were  to  share  in  »imilar  favours,  it 
would  not  lessen  the  happineas  conferred  oa  in, 
DOT  oqght  it  in  the  least  to  detract  froca  our  ad- 
miration of*' the  love  of  God,  which  is  inChnU 
Jesus  our  Lord." 

There  are  a  great  many  other  vague  aad  i» 
tenable  notions  which  are  eniertaiaed  and  reite> 
rated  by  certain  commentators  and  divines,  m 
indii^lable  axioms,  which  it  wuuki  be  of  i»> 
portance  lo  the  cause  of  religion  fo  discard; 
such  as — that  angels  are  piire  immaterial  suIh 
siaiM^es^— that  tliey  were  formed  on  the  firat  dsy 
of  the  Mueaic  crf*aii«in — tluu  the  fciadom  k 
Grod  is  no  where  so  illustriously  displayed 
throughout  the  univcn«e  oa  in  the  schrme  of  re- 
dempfionf — that  tho  chief  cin]»ioyniefii  of  the 
future  worid  will  be  to  pry  into  tlie  myntniea  of 
salvation! — that  sin  is  an  in/lniie  cvil§-— that  ths 

♦  In  the  Brrtptures  anzcts  nrc  f  alleil  rplrfta.  And 
till  someevklence  bt  uffenHl  of  ilteir  iiiiiterlulity,  «« 
Klmll  see  no  re.ison  to  :iUiu«iou  the  o|riiiioii,  thai  liay 
nrc  purr aplrits—Ld. 

♦  To  8how  thru  It  is  im|K)rtnnt  to  (li.M^inl  this  wn- 
tinmiii,  the  auihorouuht  Ht  ieukt  to  hnvr  mmIciI  mxm 
l£otj*\  rcjison  for  lielicvlii-.'  It  lo  lie  withnui  idun.tj- 
tlon.  Intil  M»incthin?  more  «!aiM\*o  of  iIin  j-mil 
nhall !«  mule  to  npiicar,  there  cuiuiot  Ik*  lUc  least 
occasion  tuiilxiridon  the  Kcniiincnt  in  •|Oc<tii*ii.— ^u^ 

♦  Here  smhsLintially  the  s;t«»e  rrply  muy  lie  m  m!c 
n.^  in  the  prcrcillri::  Itistance.  l*ro*c  that  thmwi.l 
not  \tr.  the  chief  einr>lovinerit  of  heaven— n^how  not 
:uiy  ihmjr  else  will,  lor  the  niost  pari.  in«Mi|t>  iliC 
nlieiitioii  of  the  Mpirifs  of  iu<f  men  hi.ulv  itrtwi  tu 
fftory.  aihl  the  sentiment  nntler  roiisnlerutMui  will 
lie  rc:ullly  renounce*!.  Till  ihcu  we  >h;ill  rluuni  tlic 
rit!ht  to  lielieve,  ami  maintain,  that  the  cin|iloyiiutit 
of  tho  roileooHHl  lii  glory  win  ron>isi.  lo  a  crcat  ex- 
tent, in  liehoMiiij;,  ailntirinsf.  ami  iMioiin;;  Hiin.  y»Uo 
hath  lovetl  tt«eu):uvl  •lied  for  them. — tkt. 

$  Innuttc  isonre  ii^ctl  in  the  Kcri(iiure'«  to  qualify 
tho  term  Iniquity.  Job  vxii..'>.  7«  tu t  thy  trickt^neaa 
frent  and  Ihhte  iniguilte^  itiftnitr  *  KiU  ikk  to  in- 
sist on  i»crhM|i$  a  too  literal  lute rprvlat ion  of  the 
term.il  will  lie  5ufflrlcul  to  show  wh.it  ii  is  onliiu- 
rily  used  to  denote. 

Some  authors,  reffanlini;  only  the  vcrj-  limited 
faculties  and  powers  of  human  liein^,  deem  ii  \tn- 
liossible,  that  any  of  their  deeds  c-;ui  be  an  iuAnUe 
evU. 

Others,  ronsiderln^  only  the  Infinity  of  the  Bein( 
against  whom  sin  Is  committeil.  (Iml  no  difficulty  in 
convincing  themselves,  that  if  i«  an  ii(finUe  etU 

There  is  also  a  thlnl  rhiss,  who,  takms;  the  word 
of  Goil  for  their  ^uklc,  and  learning  that  sin  exposes 
men  to  everlaating  punUhwent^  do  nut  hcsiute  to 
denominate  that  an  inJiiHiU.  evil,  which  hrlnp  on  lis 
fulltjr  victim  sufTertngs  Infinite  In  duration.  Unkr 
■teed  In  this  iMt  aeoMi  we  can  feel  BO  obUgailMii 
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wlMib  material  aMvane  wm  Wou|^  into  exist-  eoumeM.    Thn  tcHptnrH  wen  deeigned  to  be 

eaee  eC  lk§  amm  timt  with  eur  earth— that  the  a  commoot  on  these  works  ;  to  explain  their  oa« 

Creator  ui/JsuJ  to  create  any  new  order  of  being*  ture,  and  to  show  us  the  agency,  purposes,  wis- 

in  the  universe,  after  arranging  the  fabric  of  our  dom,  and  goodness  of  God  in  their  furmaiion. 

globe-— that  the  whole  system  of  material  namre  Thus  explained,  thus  illuminated,  they  bvcume 

in  heaven  and  earth  will  be  destroyed  at  the  means  of  koowledge,  very  extensive  and  euii* 

period  of  the  dissolution  of  our  world— that  our  nently  useful.     He  who  does  not  find  in  lite  va* 

thoughts  and  affections  should  be  completely  de-  rious,  beautiful,  sublime,  awful,  and  astunishing 

tached  from  all  ereaied  things,  &c.  &c. — Several  objects  presented  to  us  in  creation  and  provi- 

vague  notions  of  this  description  are  founded  on  dence,  irre«i:«tible  and  glortaus  reasons   for  ad- 

thelalse  assumption,  that  the  globe  we  inhabit,  miring,  adoring,  luving,  and  praising  hi:*  Crea* 

and  the  rational  beings  that  have  appeared  on  its  tor,  has  not  a  claim  to  evangelical  piviy ." — £ry»> 

aur&ce  firom  age  to  age,  are  the  ekief  ob^ecU  of  tern  of  Theologyj  vol.  iii.  p.  477. 
God's  superintendence  and  care— «nd  that  the 

Scriptures  are  the  only  medmm  thi'ough  which  No.  XII. — L»Mt  of  Popular  Works  on  thedi^fhr^ 

we  can  view  the  plans  and  operations  of  the  enl  Seifncea  trecUed  of  in   thu  volume^  with 

Deity — assumptions,  which  are  contrary  to  rea*  oeea$ionai  remarki. 
SOD,  which  are  unwarranted  in  reflation,  nay, 

which  are  directly  contradicted  in  numerous  select  books  ox  natuhal  mistokt. 
passages  of  Scripture,  some  of  which  have  al- 
ready been  referred  to  in  tlie  course  of  this  vo-  "  Goldsmith's  History  of  the  Earth,  and  ani- 
lunie.  It  woiikl  be  of  essential  service  to  the  mated  nature,"  with  notes  by  T.  Brown,  Esq. 
cause  of  Christianity,  that  its  doctrines,  facts,  published  at  Manchester,  6  vols.  8vo.  The  co^ 
and  moral  requisitions  were  uniformly  exhibited  pious  notes  appended  ti*  this  edition,  contain  an 
in  their  native  simplicity  and  grandeur,  without  account  of  the  latest  discoveries,  and  form  a 
being  obscured  and  distorted  by  the  vague  and  valuable  addition  to  the  original  w<irk — "  The 
extravagant  representations  with  which  they  are  Gallery  of  Nature  and  Art,"  by  Dr.  M.num 
too  frequently  blended  by  injudicious  mind«.  Good,  and  others,  6  vols.  8vo.— *'  S}tectanle  de 

la  Naturef^  or  Nature  Displayed,  7  vuU.  12tno. 

— "  Nature  Displayed,"  by  Dr.  Simeon  Shaw,  3 
^°*  ^^'  ,  vols.  8vo.  or  in  6  vols.  12mo.  This  work,  though 
.  •.  ui  J  #  chiefly  a  compilation,  imbodies  a  great  variety 
As  authority  has  a  consideraWe  degiree  of  ^f  interesting  and  popular  descriptions  of  the 
weight  on  some  minds,  I  shall  conclude  with  an  ^^^  remarkable  facts  in  the  system  of  nature, 
extract  on  the  subject  of  this  volume,  from  that  ^^ich  are  illusiraled  with  numerous  engravings, 
respectable  and  enlightened  divuie,  Dr.  Dwight,  j^j,,  ^j^  ,„j  coloured.-Clarke's  "  Huinired 
late  president  of  Yale  college  :--*'The  works  Wonders  of  the  World,"  one  vol.  l«:no.  and 
of  God  were  by  him  intended  to  be,  and  are,  m  piiiu»g»«  Bo..kof  Ciiriwities,"  contain  a  nutn- 
(act,  roanifesutions  of  himself;  prooft  of  his  YierolC  interesting  selections  141  this  subject.— 
clmracier,  presence,  and  agency.  In  this  light  Smellie's  "  Philowphy  of  Natural  Hisiory,"  2 
he  requires  men  continually  to  regard  then :  ^^^^  4,^  ^  ^j,  translaUon  of  "  Burton's  Na- 
and  to  refuse  this  regard  is  considered  by  him  as  ,u^  Hbtorv."— Works  entitled, "  System"  and 
grossly  wicked,  and  highly  deeerving  of  pimish-  u  Elements*'  of  •*  Natural  Hstory,"  ore  nu- 
ment,  Psalm  xxviu.  S.  Isa.  v.  12—14.  1  am  merous  ;  but  the  greatest  psn  of  them  is  confi- 
apprehensive,  that  even  g.K>d  men  are  prone  to  ^tni  to  descriptions  of  the  firms,  habits,  and  in- 
pay  less  attention  to  the  work,  of  creation  and  ^,i„ci  ^  ^iruti\*.  On  this  de|>artment  of  natii- 
providence  than  piety  demands,  and  the  scrii>.  ,^|  ^i^,^^  ^  ^o^I,  j,  j„^i  ^w  in  course  of  pub- 
ttires  require.  We  say  and  hear  so  much  con-  Hcation,  bv  the  celebrated  Ciivier,  entitled  "  The 
cernmg  the  insufficiency  of  these  works  to  un-  Animal  JTtngdom,*'  with  engravings,  chiefly 
fold  the  character  of  God,  and  the  nature  of  ff^^J^  ,h^  i^^i„^  sulgecu  in  the  Museum  of  Na- 
genuine  religion,  that  we  are  prone  to  consider  tural  History  at  Parts.— A  popular  and  compre- 
them  as  almost  uninstruclive  in  moral  things,  hensive  history  of  the  facts  which  have  been 
and,  m  a  great  measure,  useless  to  the  promo-  ascertained  respecting  the  earth,  the  atmosphere, 
Uon  of  piety.  This,  however,  is  a  palpable  and  tSe  meteors,  the  heavens,  kc  calculated  for 
dangerous  error.  The  works  alone,  without  the  general  readers,  and  iniers(M»rsed  with  appropri- 
aid  of  the  scriptures,  woull,  I  acknowledge,  be  „«  moral  and  religious  reflections,  is  still  a  den- 
far  less  instructive  than  they  now  arc,  and  ut-  deratum.  The  facts  of  natural  history,  next  to 
terly  insufficient  to  guide  us  in  the  way  of  righu  ,h«  facts  recorded  in  the  sacred  volume,  are  the 

.,.,             ^              ^     ^   ,     ,   ^     .   .  first  subjects  to  which  the  minds  of  the  young 

reject  it.   It  must,  however,  be  admitted  that  It  Is  -k-.,|j  uI  jj,^^^  ;-  .u-  -«.,,-.  «r  .    ~^i 

not  always  used  In  this  manner,  ai^  that  It  Is  seiM-  "<»*'"  *»•  directed  in  the  course  of  a  generaJ 

tunes  an  oceaskm  of  ambiguity.— fii  ednoation. 
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•ELKCT  BOOS!  OX  GEOORAPH7.  TravrU  in  all  pftrts  of  the  WorU,**  17  mis.  4^ 

—'*  MArqr*»  Voywign,**  Btc.  tS  rob.   i8am.-- 

Pinkerton'i  Modern  Geo^phy,  S  voU.  4to.  *'  The   Worid   Di^Anyod,*'   18   roUl    ld»a- 

and    the  Abrid|{nittnt,  one  vol.   8vuw — Quthri«'i  *'Phili|M*s  C6ilectitia<if  Voynjcctfaad  Tntek,* 

Geugra|ihioal  Grainniar.— Tbo   GUagow  Geo-  iic 

grapliy,  in  6  vola.  8vo.    This  work  comprehends  The  following  are  among  the  moat  reapecubto 

«a  inimenie  rum  of  inf^irmalion,  on  the  histori-  modem  publications  on   Uim  subject,  arraacvd 

c&l  and  descriptive  parts  of  geography,     it  also  acc«)rdiug  to  the  ditTcrenl  quarter*  of  the  wuid. 

contains  coiaprebentive  compends  of  aarrono-  Asia. — '*  Valencia's  TraveU  in  India,  Arabia," 

ny,  geology,   mete«>rulogy,  &c.— Malie  Brun'a  &c. — "  Porter's  Travels  in  Gctirgia,  Armema," 

•' System  uf  Geo{;rajihy,"  Sro.      The  Engliah  fcc— **Golownin*aTr»vtd»  in  J.pan."— ^Sua^ 

traaslaliou  of  this  work,  when  completed,  wiU  ton's    Account   of   Macartney**    £mha«iy   M 

comprise  the  fullest  and   roual  comprehensive  China."^*Rafflt*'s  Travels  in  Java.^ — ^Ctarkst 

view  of  univert<al  geography  that  has  yet  a{>-  Travels  in  Asia  Minor,  aud  tbe  Holy  Land.*" 

peared  in  our  language,  including  details  of  the  **  Chateaubriand's  Traveht  in  Palet.ttne."-^'  Ala 

most  recent  discoveries.    Five  volumes  of  the  Bey's  Travels  in  Arabia." — '*  Morier's  TrsTdi 

English  translation  have  already  appeared.    The  through  Persia,"  &c.     Africa  .— *  Lyon*sTra* 

first  volume  contains  a  luminotts  and  compre-  veU  in  Nortliem  Africa.'* — Burckiiard's  Tr^rdi 

hensive  outline  of  the  science  of  Geology,  and  in  Nubia.— Briice's    Travels    in  AbrseiaiA.— 

Physical     and     Mathematical     GeOi;rapliy. —  Salt's  Travels  in  Abyssinia. — B«iwdich,  Uuttoa, 

Myer's  "  System  of  Modem  Geography,"  with  and  Dupiiis's  Account    ut'  Ashaxdee. — Lett's 

maps,  views,  engravings  representing  costumes,  Jour,  in  Egypt. — ^Brlzoni's  Travels  in  Eg^pL— 

&c.  2  large  voU.   4in. — Cooke's   **  System  of  8«Miini'8  Travels   in   Egypt. — Barrow '».  Bw- 

Universal  Geography,"  in  S  very  large  quarto  chfiU's,  and   Cam|>bell*s   Travels  in  S«iQtbrn 

vols,  closely  pruitsd,  couiainii  a  great  variety  of  Africa, &c.&c.  Ambrica. — ^Uowisoo's Sktrtcih 

interesting  skciches   tn  reluiiun  to  De*c>ytUv§  es  uf  Upper  Canada.     Fearou's  ^kelch<'&  </ ihe 

Geography,  extracted  from  i!ie  writin^^s  of  mo-  United  States. — Miss  Wright^s  Views  ti'  Sv 

dern  voyagers  and   travellers  ;    the  details   of  ciety  in  the  United  Sia'es. — Uumbukii'v  Traictf 

iitcidents,  &c.  being  related   fur  ilie  most  part,  in  South  America. — Duncan's  Travdi  ni  t:»s 

iu  the  words  of  tho  respective  authors  from  whom  Uaiied  States. — Luccuck's,  VidaiS,  Kui'crs's, 

the   information   is  collected. — Winterbotham*i  and  Hall's  Travels    m    South  Anterica,  &c 

"  Geographical    and    Historical    view  of  the  Europk.— Henderson's  and  Mackeuzie's  Tr*> 

United  Stales  of  America,  &c"   4   vols.   8vo.  vels  in  Iceland. — Thoinpx<>n's  TrjveU'  in  Swe* 

—Morse's  American  Grcography,"  8vo.— Gold-  den.— Carr's  Travels  in  Rusnia,  Deuniaik,  ^c. 

smith's  "  Geography  on  a  popular  plan,'*  con-     — Pallas's  Travels    in    Kuasia. WiaxJutii**, 

t.iins  an  interesting  accouiii  of  the  manners  and  Neale's,  Coxe's,  and  Lemaintre's  Ttnir^  i.'iru«i^ 
^ii.4(i>m.i>jf  naiionM,  fjr  the  eu:ertainiiient  and  in-  France,    Switzcrl.in*i,    Gercnaiiy,    &.*. — Utt*J' 
9:r*icii>»u  of  tN<>  young,  illustrated  with  above  60  guiii<('4  and  Jai-ub':tTruvei*«  in  ^|Kiiii. — B'vJ:.>'i'i 
iii^niviii^.     i)C  siiiiiiler   systems,   there   is   a  Tour  in  Sicily,  &,c. — Vtui  Bocii^:*  'iravtlt  is 
(:reat  Hbtiiiiiaiice  in   the  English   language,  but  Norway  and  L<a[>laMd. — Cochrantf's  'rruvtlit  lo 
ra>st  of  them  are  fxtremely  deficient,  particulary  Siberia,  A:c. — Cook's,  Anson's,  Byruu's.  Pc- 
i!i  whut  relate!)  to  (irrA^reii  Geogrnjihy. — On  Alo-  rouse's,  and  Bougainvil!c*s  Vovages  rotiiid  tie 
crr^Geography,  Wells's  Geography,  modernized  World,  &C., — Priir's   Universal   Travciitr, 'W« 
by  the  editor  lA*  Calmei'sDic-ionary,  is  th«*inost  thick  vol.  ISnio.  clo&«:iy  printed,  with  one  bun- 
C'Koplete  work  of  its  kind.— On  Phjf*ieai  or  Ge-  dred  engravings. 
•iera/Gi'0;jra;if»y— Piayfiir's  System  of  Geogra- 
phy, vol.  1.  anil  Vareiiiiis's  General  Gtrography.  select  books  on  GCOLOer. 
A  Modem  system  of  Geograpiiy,  in  a  ^eparate 

form,  on  the  plan  of  Varenius,  is  a  detidereUum,  Kirwan's  "  Mineralogy,"  and  his  **  Geological 

— Edin.  Em  y.  Art.  Qtography, — Sup.  to  Ency.  Essays." — De  Luc's  ••  Geology,"  and  his  **  Ge«^ 

"Bin.  Ktx.  Phyncal  Geography,  iic.tLC.    Books  logical  Travels." — Parkinson's  *' Organic  Re- 

of  Voyages  and  Travels,  generally  contain  the  mains  (rf*  a  former  World,"  3  vols.  4io.— i'*Tbe 

most  circumstantial  details  of  the  physical  as-  Fossils  of  the  South  Downs,  or  Illustrations  of 

pectR  of  the  ditPcreea  countries,  and  of  the  dis-  the  Gef»Iogy  of  Sust-«x,by  G.  Manic!,  F.  L.S." 

|K»sn ions  and  cu-sloma  of  their  inhabitants ;  and  The    preliiniiiary  essay  to  t.Sis  splendid   work 

present  to  the  view  of  the  Christian  philanthro-  contains   several  excellent  remarks  respecting 

pl^t,  those  facts  and  incidents,  from  which    the  the  connexion  of  geology  with  religion,  which 

moral  state  and  character  of  the  various  tribes  of  are  calculated  to  advance  the  interests  of  bnth. 

human  beings  may  be  inferred.     The  following  — Cuvier's  "  Essay  on  the  Theory  of  the  Earth," 

works  contain   comprehensive  abridgments    of  with  illustrations   by  Professor  Jameson;  4dl 

tlie  most  celebrated  voyages  and  traveb.— "  Pin-  edition. — ^Play&ir's  ilhtstratinosoTthe  Huttoniaa 

kertno's  General  Colectioa  of  Voyages  aad  Theory  of  Cke   Earth.— TraHactiaiis  cf  tkt 
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G^togical  and  W«nieriin  Societiei.r-Juiie*  cient  in  a  reference  to  the  wudom  and  agency 
aoa*s  Mineralogy. — ^Backland'a  Acooont  of  the  of  a  Supreme  Intelligence.  "  An  undovout  as- 
Difcorery  of  a  Den  of  Hyenas  in  a  cavern  in  trooomer  if  mad."  Baxter's  "  Matho,*'  containa 
Yorkshire. — ^Philips's  (*Outlinea  of  Mineralogy  a  popular  and  interesting  view  of  this  subject, 
and  Geology,*'  ISmo.  This  last  work  forms  a  and  forms  a  striking  contrast  to  the  apathy  of 
good  introduction  to  the  stndy  of  Geology,  for  La  Place,  who  carjuiy  keeps  out  of  view  the 
those  who  are  jost  commencing  their  inquiries  agency  of  the  Creator— the  main  design  of  this 
on  this  subject.  The  object  of  this  science,  in  author  being  to  connect  the  phenomena  of  the 
the  mean  time,  should  be  chiefly  to  the  eolUeting  heavens  and  the  earth  with  the  attributes  of 
qf/oeto  in  reference  to  the  structure  of  the  earth,  Deity,  and  the  high  destination  of  immortal 
and  the  changes  it  has  undergone.  The  exterior  minds.  Though  this  work  passed  through  three 
aspect  of  our  globe,  and  its  internal  reoesset,  editions,  it  does  not  seem  to  have  been  appre- 
must  be  still  more  extoisively  explored,  befova  ciated  according  to  its  merlU.  As  it  has  now 
any  theory  of  the  earth  can  be  established  on  a  become  scarce,  a  new  edition,  with  noie»j  con- 
broad  and  solid  foundation.  It  should  be  left  to  taining  a  detail  of  modem  discoveries,  might  be 
future  ages  to  buiM  a  iqrstem  with  the  materiala  an  acceptable  present  to  the  public  Those 
we  are  now  preparing.  who  wish  to  prosecuto  this  subject  to  a  greater 

extent,  may  be  referred  to  '*  Long's  Astronomy," 

POPULAR  WORKS  ov  ASTRONOifT.  2  vols.  4to.— Robinson's  **  Mechanical  Philoso- 
phy," vol.  1. — Vince's  *' Complete  System  of 

Brewster's  "  Ferguson's  Astronomy,"  t  vob.  Astronomy,"  S  vols.  4to. — '*  La  Lande  Aitrth' 

8vo.  with  a  vol.  of  plates.    The  notes  and  sup-  nomU,**  S  vols.  4to.~and  Biot's  "  Traite  £16- 

plementary  chapters  of  this  work,  written  by  mentaire  d'Astronomie  Physique."    A  compre- 

Dr.  Brewster,  contain  a  fell  and  comprehensive  hensive  work  on  Deaer^veAttronom^f  detailing, 

detail  of  all  the  modem   discoveries  in   thia  in  a  popidar  manner,  all  the  feots  which  have 

sciencew-^'Bonnycastle's  Introduction  to  Astro*  been  ascertained  respecting  the  scenery  of  the 

nomy,"  1  vol.  8vo. — La  Place's  **  System  of  the  heavens,  accompanied  with  a  variety  of  striking 

World,"  2  vols.  8vo.    Dr.  Olinthtn  Giregofy'i  deiineatioos,  and  interspersed  with  appropriate 

Astronomy,  1  vol.  8vo. — Mrs.  Bryan's  "  System  reflections,  accommodated  to  the  genmui  reader, 

of  Astronomy,"  8vo.«-Dr.  Mylne's  "  Eiemen-  is  a  d«$idena»tm, 
tary  Treatise   on  Astronomy,"  8vo. — ^Adam's 

**  Astronomical  and  Greographical  Essays,"  8vo.  sxlbct  books  oir  vatctral  pbilosopht. 
— Philips's  «  Eight  Familiar  Lectures  on  Astro- 
nomy," 12mo.— Squire's  *<  Ghrammar  of  Astro-  Hauy's  **  Elementary  treatise  on  Natural 
noray,"  1  thick  vd.  18roo.  closely  printed  and  Philosophy,"  translated  by  Dr.  O.  Gregory,  2 
illustrated  with  35  platea. — ^Tbe  '*  Wonders  of  vols.  8vo.  This  translation  contains  a  number 
the  Heavens,"  12mo.  This  work  contains  a  ofvaluable  notes  by  the  translator^ — Ferguson's 
popular  view  of  the  principal  fects  of  Astronomy,  "  Lectures  on  Select  Subjects  in  Mechanics," 
and  is  illustrated  with  60  elegant  engravings,  of  &c  by  Dr.  Brewster,  2  vds.  8vo  with  a  volume 
a  variety  of  interesting  objects  connected  with  of  plates.  The  Appetida  to  this  work,  by  Dr. 
the  scenery  of  the  heavens ;  but  its  discussiooi  Brewster,  contains  a  mass  of  valuable  informa- 
are  too  frequently  blended  with  the  peculiarities  tion  on  Mechanics,  Hydraulics,  Dialling,  and 
of  a  modem  physical  theory. — ^Martin's  ''  G^en-  the  construction  of  Optical  Irutnanents ;  besides 
tiemanand  Lady's  Philosophy,"  vol.  1.— Der-  a  variety  of  illustrative  notes  interspersed  through 
ham's  "  Astro-Theolc^,"  and  Whiston's  **  As-  the  body  of  the  work.  A  new  edition  of  this 
tronomical  principles  oif  Religion,"  8vo.— Bax-  work,  comprising  a  detailed  account  of  the  recent 
ter's  "  Matho,"  2  vols,  fcc.— An  elegant  and  discoveries  in  Experimental  Philosophy,  has 
comprehensive  oudine  of  the  leading  fects  of  been  lately  published. — ^Nicholson's  "  Introduc- 
Astronomy,  in  their  relation  to  revealed  Reli-  tion  to  Natural  Philosophy,"  2  vols.  8vo.^ 
gion,  will  be  found  in  Dr.  Chalmers's  **  Discourses  Cavallo's  "  Complete  Treatise  on  Natural  and 
on  the  Christian  Revelation,  viewed  in  conneo-  Experimental  Philosophy,"  4  vols.  8yo. — Mar- 
tion  with  the  Modem  Asurwomy,"  8vo. — The  tin's  "  Philosophia  Brttannica,"8  vols.  8vo. 
general  reader  in  commencing  his  study  of  this  His  "  Gentleman  and  Lady's  Philosophy,"  S 
science,  will  find  B<Ninycastle's  **  Introduction"  vols.  8vo.  and  his  **  Philosophical  Grammar," 
a  very  interesting  work.  It  is  written  in  an  1  vol.  8vo. — Ghregory's  "  Economy  of  Nature," 
elegant  and  animated  style,  and  is  agreeably  in-  8  vols.  8vo.  and  hb  "  Lectures  on  Ezperimen- 
torspersed  with  a  number  of  appropriate  rsfleo-  tal  Philosophy,  Astronomy,  and  Chymistry,"  2 
tions ;  but  it  is  deficient  in  the  deteil  of  modem  vols.  12mo. — Joyce's  **  Letters  on  Experimental 
discoveries.  He  might  next  proceed  to  the  pe-  Philosophy,"  2  vols.  12mo.  and  his  "  Scientific 
rusal  of  Ferguson,  Gregory,  Squire,  &c.  La  Dialogwss,"  6  vols.  18m o. — Adam's  "  Lectures 
Place's  work  contains  a  bcAutifU  exposition  of  on  Natoral  and  Experimental  Philosophy,"  4 
the  Newtonian  systfsm,  but  it  is  glaringly  defi  vob.  8vo.  with  a  vohims  of  plates. — Yoimg'i 
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**  Leoturet  no  Natnral  Philosophy ,"  t  folf.  9f^  tion  m«m  to  Iwt«  beeii  f«ici  to  this  objcci  Cnta 

—Walker's  tTstem  of  **  Familiar  Philowjphj,**  at  preasM.    Siooe  tht  middle  of  the  la^i  rm- 

4ta  in  IS  iactures,  with  47  quarto  engraTings.  turj,  tha  piaty  of  philoaopheri  appears  to  hti4 

— Coo?ersatioiis  on  Natural  Phikwophy,  by  Uie  baea  greatly  on  the  dedina.    It  is  to  be  \vtfed 

author  of  Conversations  on  Ch3rmi8tryy  1  thidc  that  it  is  now  beginning  to  experience  a  revivd. 

▼oL  12mo.with  tSengravings.— Blair's  *<  Gram-  Bot,  whatever  may  he  the  varying  sentironti 

nar  of  Natural  and  Experimental  Philosophy,**  and  (eelings  of  mere  philosophers,  in  refereno*  to 

especially  the  late  editions,  contains  (at  a  small  the  agenaes  of  the  material  system — **  all  the 

price)  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  principal  works  of  God  mooriaMif  speak  of  their  Author," 

depturtroents  of  Philosophy,  including  Astrono*  to  the  humble  and  enlightened  Christian ;  and  if 

my,  Geology,  Chymistry,  Meteorobgy,  ^.— >  he  be  directed  to  contemplate  the  order  of  ns^ 

Etiler's  **  Letters  to  a  German  Princess,"  2  vols,  tore,  with  an  eye  of  intelligeaoe,  he  wiil  never 

8ro.  contains  a  popular  view  of  the  moat  interealf-  be  at  a  loss  lo  trace  the  footsteps  and  the  atiri- 

ing  subjects  connected  with  Natural  and  Exp^  butea  of  his  Father  and  his  God. 
rimental  Philosophy,  Logic,  and  Ethics.    This 

work  is  distinguished  by  a  vein  of  dignified  and  iXUtCT  books  on  chtxistrt. 
•criptural  piety,  which  runs  through  every  part 

of  it.    Euler  was  one  of  the  most  distinguished  Davy's  Elements  of  Chymical  Philosophy, 

philosophers  and  mathematiciana  of  his  day.  8vo. — ^Ure*s  Dictionary  of  Chymistry,  on  tbs 

He  died  in  I78S,  at  the  age  of  77.    A  new  edi-  basis  of  Mr.  Nicholson's,  1  large  vol.  8ro. 

tion  of  this  work,  with  notm  6y  Dr,  BrtwtUr^  Henry's  Epitome  of  Chymistry,  2  vols.  8vo.>- 

has  been  lately  published.    These  notes  are  ex-  Aecum^  Chymistry,  2  vols.  8vo. — Thomsoo't 

cellent,  so  &r  as  they  extend  ;  but  it  is  to  be  System  of  Chymistry,  4  vob.  8vo. — Miirrav't 

regretted  that  they  are  so  sparingly  distributed,  System  of  Chymistry,  4  vols.  8vo.  and  Appci^ 

and  that  the  passages  suppressed  by  M.  Condor-  dix.^-Kerr's  translation  of  Lavoisier's  Elements 

cat,  and  Da  la  Croix,  whidi  were  restored  by  of  Chymistry,  8vo.— Chaptal's  Chymistry,  ap> 

Dr.  Hunter,  who  translated  the  work,  and  the  plied  lo  the  Arte,  4  vob.   8vo. — Fourcroy's 

nolea  of  the  French  and  English  editors,  are,  for  Chymistry,  4  vols^-Aocum's  **  Chymical  Amus^ 

the  most  part,  discarded.    Notwithstanding  the  medts,"  and  Griffin's  "  Chymical  Recreations,*' 

numerous  excellent  treatises  ^ich  are  to  be  contain  a  description  of  a  variety  of  interesting 

found  on  this  subject,  a  comprehensive  work  on  chymical  facts    and    amusing    ezperinK-nie.^ 

experimental  philosophy,  blended  with  sketches  Gumey's  Lectures  nn  the  Elements  of  Chymi- 

of  those  parts  of  natural  history,  which  are  con-  cal  Science,  8vo.— Mackenzie's  One  Thousand 

nected  with  it,  and  enlivened  with  appropriate  Experiments    in   Chymistry,    &c. — Mire!  ell't 

reflections  on  the  peculiar  agencies  of  the  Deity,  Dictionary  of  Chymistry.— Conversations  on 

which  appear  in  the  various  processes  of  nature—  Chymistry,  by  a  Lady,  2  vols.  ISmo. — Joyce*! 

is  still  wanting  to  interest  the  general  reader,  and  Dialogues  on  Chymistry,  2  vols.  ISmo. — Par^ 

to  attract  his  attention  to  this  department  of  know-  ker'a  Rudiments  of  Chvmistry,  ]8mo.  and  his 

ledge.     Were  philosophers,  in  their  discussions  Chymical  Catechism,  8vo.    The  four  works  last 

of  natural  science,  more  frequently  to  advert  to  mentioned  may  be  recommended  as  popular  in- 

the  agency  of  the  Deity,  and  to  point  out  the  troductions  to  the  study  of  this  science.  Parker'* 

religious  and  philanthropic  purposes  to  which  Rudiments  and  Catechism  are  distinguishtx]  by 

modem    discoveries    might  be    applied,   they  their  constant  reference  to  the  agency  of  ihc 

might  be  the  means  of  promoting,  at  the  same  Deity,  and  by  the  anxiety  v^hich  the  author  div 

time,  the  interests  both  of  science  and  of  reli-  plays  to  fix  the  attention  of  his  readen;  (m  the 

gion  ;  by  alluring  general  readers  to  direct  their  evidences  of  benevolent  design  which  appear 

attention  to  such   subjects  ;    and  by  removing  in  the  constitution  of  nature.    The  numerous 

those  groundless  prejudices  which  a  great  pro-  notes  appended  to  the  Chymical  Catechism,  im- 

portion  of  the  Christian  world  still  entertain  body  a  great  variety  of  interesting  facts  in  re- 

against  phik>sophical  studies.    About  the  period  ference  to  the  economy  of  nature,  and  the  pro- 

whcn  Boyle,  Ray,  Derham,  Nieuwentyt,  Whis-  cesses  of  the  arts.  To  this  amiable  and  intelligent 

ton,   Addison,  Uie   Abbe    Pluche,    and   other  writer  I  feel  indebted  for  several  of  the  chymical 

Christian  phikisophers  flourished,  more  atteo-  facts  Mated  in  this  volume. 


